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Thiir$dat/,  April  7,  IS42. 

Hnoni.]    Biu*    PsWIe. — I*-  Fiiidi  Pnpatri  Forgtd 
BHbataaBIIlii  Puhlk  Waki ;  SpMt  Sutia  (li^uKl)  i 


FaiTTMm  PaauHTUL    By  th» 

>  ptambr  the 


^  Xantan  or  lb*  Chunti  of  bsbDiL—B;  Lord 

"  "  iUta  DeW,  euapl  In  Ena  of 

u  ttom  the  Antt^lnverr  So 

iTBjin  Ihe  En) 

It  md  IRm  ttiB  UUniT  SocMr  ot  KlogMaHiFon- 


I,  fix  tba  AboUUcn  of  PaboiufB  In  tbe  Cbuidi 
al  SmOBd.— Fran  DODdiBc,   Or  ■  Lins  it  IUIIvst 
~  b  DeUHt,  ud  pBdi%  tluougli 


sf  ~lb>  CMUaa  Union,  tlul  Owun  of  SnuU  TmeawDli 
DdB  Ok  YbiIt  Rut  Of  Viiut  ot  U.  jBtf  bt  Awned 
ki  tin  Paoc  and  oIlKt  PwDddil  lUla.-'Frsm  Douglu, 
I  iimtlliln,  fix  Uw  Rtpcnl  of  Die  Coin-tiiH. 

Adjoanied. 
VOL.LXII.    {2S2} 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS, 
Thvriday,  April  7, 1842. 

UiHiTu]    BiLU.    pyiOt—r-    TlmtotStdpi. 


S*'  udpaued:— ClultealuiaandQnitWatanUnlaa 
R^wn;. 
'mTioBS  PinwTDi.     By  Mr.  BiUer,  Ht.  Stiutt,  ud 
Mr.  B.  BiiUir,  ftDcn  Iha  Boot  ud  Shouukan  of  Wof. 
cat«r,  Cutecbury,  ud  StaSnd,  igilnit  Rcducdm  oltbs 

DuQa  OD  Foi^gn  Boot)  ud  Shoo By  Lad  Jonetys. 

ftom  TImba  D(Bl<n  of  LfDn>  tciiiin  th>  pnpoiBi  AtUni- 
tlon  of  tha  Tlmbe*  DiiUe*.— By  tlw  Muqim  of  Douto. 
from  Nonkta,  In  Cncuriif  Iha  CooDiBcillSdHniaof  tha 
ODnmnunL— By  Hi.  UodgBD,  and  llr.  Bowea,  ftom 
NvwEiuUfrupoi^Tyne,  ud  Daiham,  ^ainit  tlia  jpropoaad 
Duly  OB  CoalL— By  Mt.  BnOintDn,  ftom  Laedi,  Chib 
ler,  Pajnim,  OUbam.  and  other  pJaaca,  aptnit  t>H  Em. 
fiOTBuaC  of  Poniln  in  Col  Una. — By  Hi.  CnwSiid, 
ttiaa  the  HbiiiMr  and  Hamben  of  a  Conptgitlon  In 
BcUUt,  and  ttom  Doiufal,  and  Hi|<al]y,  in  IkToiu  of 
tha  PioUatant  Manilla  BDL— By  Mr.  lyCamell,  and 
Sir  R.  Mson,  ftan  KlUomy,  CaMlepoUaid,  Hyde, 
ChnUia.  Uanctaata,  andotha  plaea,  tvaRapaalof 
tM  CsitHlan^ — By  u  hon.  Uonba,  bom  prnom  in- 
teraud  In  Ow  Ni^aid  n^eiy  at  SL  tia,^  itaa  aikp. 
tkm  of  Mamn  to  oWaln  a  ReduoCion  of  the  Duty  go 
Biltlab  Plldianli  [mpnrtal  Into  Napla. — Croin  DumMa, 
Spaldlm,  Holbeacb,  Babnhun,  Ikletoo,  indolhsplwe^ 
againit  Iha  InpOitatioD  oT  Forelga  CatUfl. — Fitiai  Chard, 
and  Barvell-aiiit^tapletod,  agmiiut  any  fuitba  Giant  u> 
Uayriooth  (College. — From  WeUtngtoa  Unioo,  for  Ainend- 
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u  sonr,  igiiBrt  tba  The  h OH  Member,  in  obtaiaiog;  a  cop;  of 


■uks  of  ths  BeUUI  Asa-SlmtT  SodMr.  ivinU  the  EX' 
pomdoo  of  LibouRta  fnm  Brltlih  Indl^— From  ^k 
Uodntar  of  Uw  Pmbrtcr;  or  Ptnpoot,  fin  ttw  Batta 
OtaiBnoog  of  Ihe  SafalatlL^FnnD  th>  Soulli  mid  Suuth 
EaaUrn  Dlitiict  of  St.  MarrMnne,  [Br  ttw  Bgdoapdon 
of  Uw  ToDi  OB  the  MdnvolUtti  BtU|*k 

CONTEMPT  OF  THE  HOUSE.] 
Sir  J.Y.  £uU»- brought  up  the  report 
of  the  eotntgtttee  appointed  t«  try  the  return 
for  Oieat  Marlew,  itatinf ,  that  tbey  had 
come  to  a  resotution  that,  in  their  opinion, 
Richard  Gibbons  was  wilfully  guilty  of 
giving  falto  evidence  before  them,  and 
that  he  wiB  committed  to  the  cuitody  of 
the  Sergeant-Kt-Armi,  under  an  order  of 
th«  cbairman,  to  wait  the  pleasure  of  the 
Houie.  The  hon.  Baronet  ihen  moved 
that  Richard  Gibbona  be  commitUd  to 
Newgate  tinlil  the  House  should  make 
further  orders. — Agreed  to. 

Lord  Gorbhoubk.]  Mr.  WalUua  rose 
to  move,  pursuant  to  notice,  that  the  cor- 
respondence respecting  the  resignation  of 
Lord  Corehouae,  formerly  s  judge  in  the 
■upreme  court  of  Scotland,  and  now 
retired  on  a  pension  for  life,  as  the  same 
wss  circulated  by  the  said  Lord  Corehouse 
tnd  th«  late  Lord  Advocate  for  Scotland, 
and  wa*  by  them  sent  to  many  Members 
of  both  Houses  of  Partiameni,  be  laid  on 
the  Table  of  this  House.  He  could  not 
imagine  that  any  objection  could  be  urged 
to  the  motion.  Ha  had  got  the  papers  in 
bii  hand  at  that  moment,  ao  that  there 
could  exist  no  diSicutty  in  obtaining 
copies  of  them.  They  could  not  be  con- 
aidered  private,  for  they  had  been  circu- 
lated to  a  couiderable  extent  amougst 
public  men,  and  six  Scotch  judges,  six 
peers  of  Parliament,  beiidei  many  Mem- 
bera  of  the  late  and  present  Oovernmeni, 
were  referred  to  in  the  correspondence. 
If  there  nera  any  portions  of  ibe  corre- 
apondence  vbich  it  might  be  considered 
desirable  to  omit,  he  would  not  object  to 
it ;  but  he  was  desirous  of  using  tome 
parts  of  the  papers  in  support  of  a  moiion 
which  be  intended  to  bring  on  on  the  19th 
instant.     He  concluded  by  moving  for  the 


tleman  bad  stated  no  parliamentary  ground 
for  bis  motion.  The  correspondence  in 
question,  although  it  had  been  circulated 
■mongat  a  few  pereoaa  who  were  referred 
to  IB  it,  WM  lUU  of  i  prime  chanKtec. 


the  correspondence,  had  been  a 
nate  than  he  had  been     ' 


fcirta- 
time  be 

had  made  the  strictest  inquiries  for  a  copy 
in  London,  but  did  not  aucceed  in  obtain- 
ing it.  If  the  hon.  Member  required  to 
refer  to  the  cones ponde nee,  when  he 
should  bring  forward  the  motion  to  which 
he  referred  M  could  use  the  copy  he  had 
for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  Wallace  said,  he  did  not  need  to 
be  told  by  the  rigtit  hot).  Baronet  that  tie 
could  make  use  of  the  copy  of  tbe  cot- 
respondenee  which  he  had  in  his  pos- 
session. He  certainly  could  do  so,  A| 
the  motion  was  opposed,  he  would,  to  aan 
the  time  of  the  House,  withdraw  it. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

FoR£toii  Saluon.]  Mr.  ^ordwlthed 
to  know  whether  a  report,  which  he  had 
heard,  was  true,  namely,  that  the  Gotcm- 
ment  was  about  to  imooae  a  doty  of  160 
per  cent,  on  foreign  salmon  ? 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  that  tbe  hon.  Member 
poisensed  an  advantage  over  him,  for  he 
bad  not  heard  the  report  to  which  refer- 
ence was  made ;  but  he  could  set  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  mind  at  rest  by  declaring 
that  the  report  was  altogether  without 
foundation. 

Ransom  or  Cadtov.— Captcrh  ix 
Chima.}  Mr.  fi^ewirt  said,  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  atated  last  night  that 
the  amount  o[  Sycee  ailvar  received  from 
the  Chineee  amounted  to  340,00(U.,  hut 
that  WBB  more  than  the  whole  miieella- 
oeous  revenue,  according  to  tbe  last 
returns.  He  wished  to  know  whether  the 
right  hon.  Bsronet  would  lay  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House  an  account  of  the 
whole  of  the  ransom  paid  by  the  Chineae 
converted  into  British  money. 

Sir  R.  Pttl  said,  he  conid  pionUa  the 
hon.  Member,  that  as  soon  as  the  Sycee 
silver  should  be  coined  into  British  money. 
he  would  let  him  know  what  it  amounted 
to.  He  would  take  this  opportunity  of 
stating  that  the  exact  value  of  tho  Sycee 
silver,  for  which  credit  waa  taken  under 
the  bead  of  miscellaneous  revenue,  was 
302,000f.  There  was  an  additional  quan- 
tity of  the  ailver,  for  which  credit  would 
betaken  iu  the  public  accouutl  u  aoon 
as  it  should  be  coined. 

Mr.  Blaviilt  espressed  a  wish  that  no 
part  of  the  money  should  be  applied  until 
he  had  ao  opportunity  of  bringing  forward 
a  notion  of  wbicli  he  had  girw  notiet.      '^ 
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Lotd  JoAm  RuutU  iDfermed  the  lion. 
Mamber  thit  the  money  muit  be  dii- 
tribnlcd  ■■  prize  moaej,  under  the  au- 
thority of  mn  Order  ia  Council, 

Mr.  Biemlt  aaked,  whether  initructioni 
kad  been  sent  out  to  China  b;  the  Ad- 
miralty for  ihi  adjudioation  of  prisei? 

S\tR.  PmI  fluid,  that  propel  iiiitruction* 
had  been  lent  out,  and  courts  appointed, 
one  of  which  waa  al  Singapore. 

RioqT  ov  Pbtitionino.]  Mr.  T.  Dun- 
aomhe  Mwe  to  faava— 

"That  Ihe  practice  of  this  Uouie,  whidt 
pNclvde^  ll^^  ptetentation  of  petition*  upon 
tbe  sfibject  of  wj  tax  ai  duly  under  its  cooaj' 
der^tieiu  be  dU^ntinued." 

Ttifl  hoR.  Member  aaid,  that  up  h*  the 
time  when  the  right  boo.  Baronet  (Sir  R. 
P«e()  made  his  financial  Etatement,  few 
Indinduala  in  that  Houaei  aud  much  fewer 
wit  of  it,  vere  aware  that  it  had  erer  been 
the  practice  of  the  Heuie  to  refuse  to  re- 
ceire  petitiona  pending  tlie  pr^^ress  of  a 
hjll  inqposiag  a  heavy  tax  upon  the  peoi 
pie.  Put  the  public  were  more  sur- 
prisad  when  they  found  the  Membera  of 
the  rfiformed  Patliaideiit  attempting 
iti^l^r  fhevwlFea  Hoder  an  i^consisteBt 
nitd  alwovt  pbfolflle  pntctioi),  hy  ivfuaiug 
Ut  \ifitx  petitiow  which  were  preaented  to 
It  hf  the^o  nry  ipdiTiduala  who  had 
j^fififA  t^m  in  the  poaition  wbich  th«y 
(iccwpie^.  He  wfla  prepam]  to  maintain 
fOd  to  insist  upon  th«  right  of  the  pe(^)le 
to  addrets  that  House  upon  any  sulyect 
ifhich  they  might  thiuk  proper.  He  con- 
teqded  that  the  people  had  as  indubitable  a 
right  to  address  the  House  by  petition  upm 
th«  Biul>ject  of  taxation,  as  upon  any  other 
meaawe  of  general  legislation  relating  to 
the  ^ahlB,  the  liberty,  or  the  property  of 
tho  Mthject.  He  took  his  stand  upon  thoae 
br(|a4  graundt.  and  he  was  not  prepared  to 
pomproiniw  the  principle  in  the  slightest 
(legree,  It  nould  be  necessBry  to  trace 
the  qrigin  of  the  pnictice  in  iiuestioOi  the 
lource  whence  it  spruttg,  the  panner  in 
whi(:h  it  had  been  enforced,  ai'd  the  in- 
Bfances  in  which  it  had  been  departed  front. 
The  House  would  obserre  that  there  was 
na  Utandjng  order  or  rule  whatever  for  the 
(OTine  which  the^  were  then  pursuing  in 
Mjecting  the  petitioDi  of  the  people ;  and 
he  thought)  when  it  was  ahown  how  the 
■uactice  originated,  neither  the  House  nor 
the  people  could  he  otherwise  than  sur- 
priaen  at  the  slender  grounds  on  which 


their  property  aod  their  intenesta.  It  «p- 
pearea  from  Hatsell's  precedents,  which 
ae  trusted  the  House  would  consider  no 
mean  authority,  that  this  practice  origi- 
nated rery  shortly  after  the  Revolution  of 
1688.  The  first  time  the  right  of  petl. 
tioniog  appeared  to  have  been  questioned 
was  in  1689.  On  the  15th  of  April  of 
that  year,  a  petition  was  presented  from 
Protestant  Ministers,  praying  for  relief  out 
of  a  particular  revenue.  A  debate  took 
place  on  the  subject,  and  the  House  re- 
solved that  it  waa  irregular  and  disagree' 
able  to  the  House  to  prescribe  how  relief 
should  be  given,  and  toe  petition  was  then 
withdrawn.  In  1796  a  resolution  was 
passed  in  a  committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
for  imposing  a  tax  of  10  per  cent,  md  tiaio- 
rem  on  articles  of  woollen  manuEicture.  A 
cloud  of  petitioDS  was  presented  against  it, 
and  although  the  resolution  was  carried  in 
the  committee  of  Ways  aod  Means,  the 
bill  was  dn^ped;  in  fact,  the  bill  was 
never  presented  at  all.  It  appeared,  then, 
that  in  1698,  the  House  having  felt  the 
iooonvenience  of  admitting  petitions  that 
had  been  presented  in  a  preoedioa  Session, 
peremptorily  reftised  to  receive  those  peti- 
tions  on  a  tax  then  depending  upon  ooal 
and  culm.  On  the  30th  of  A^  in  that 
year  a  petition  waa  preaenied  against  the 
proposed  tax,  and  was  rejected  by  a  ma- 
jority of  113  to  99.  It  waa  clear,  then, 
that  up  to  that  period  the  House  was  In 
the  habit  of  reftuiog  to  receive  petitions 
directed  against  any  pending  tax  ;  but  in 
1704  the  House  departed  fhmi  that  prac- 
tice. On  the  Mtb  of  February  of  that 
year  a  petition  was  presented  from  vainous 
merchants  and  traders  against  a  duty  on 
calicoes,  and  the  petitioners  asked  to  be 
heard  against  the  tax  by  counsel.  This 
was  refused,  but  the  petition  itself  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  Table  till  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill.  On  the  21st  of  May, 
1711,  It  was  propoaed  to  raise  l,500,000i. 
by  a  duty  on  vellum,  parohmeot,  aod 
cards ;  a  petition  againat  the  duty  was 
presented  by  merchants  trading  in  Genoa 
paper,  by  stationen  and  haberdashers. 
That  petition  was  not  only  received,  but 
was  o^ered  to  be  referred  for  coniidera- 
lion  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  hill.  In  1732  the  question  was  again 
raised.  The  agent  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations  in  that  year  pre- 
sented a  petition  against  the  Sugar  Colony 
Bill ;  the  same  objectioD  was  twen  to  the 


they  presumed  to  reject  the  petitions  of  i  petition  as  in  IG98  ;  and  a  Mr.  Wioning- 
(biMf  who  had  placed  thsm  tbcr*  to  protwt !  h>»,  who  appsand  to  W  thaa  a  gmrt  au* 
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thoritjr  on  the  Ministerial  side  of  the 
HouM,  said  the  practice  of  receiving  luch 
a  petition  had  never  been  allowed  except 
on  extreordinary  occasions,  as  it  bad  been 
found  incoBvenient  that  tbe  time  of  the 
House  should  be  occnpied  in  discussing 
frirolouB  peUtions.  Tlut  objection  could 
not  apply  at  present.  In  those  days  peii- 
tioDs  could  be  discussed,  and  sometimeit  one 
petition  would  occupy  a  whole  ereoing, 
consequently  uothtng  could  be  easier  than 
to  defeat  a  tax  by  petitions  of  that  descrip- 
tion. The  petiiion  was  rejected  by  140  to 
112.  In  tbe  year  1733  a  petition  was 
presented  from  the  city  of  London,  against 
an  excise  bill  then  pending.  Sir  John 
Barnard  moved  that  tbe  petition  be  not 
only  laid  upon  tbe  Table,  but  that  the 
petitioners  uiould  be  heard  by  counsel  at 
the  bar.  Another  long  debate  arose.  Pre- 
cedents were  quoted  on  both  sides.  Sir 
Jdtn  Barnard,  S.  Sandys,  Gibbon,  Bootle, 
Pultney,  Esqrs;  Sir  William  Windham  : 
Watt«  Plummer,  G.  Heathcote,  and  Thos. 
WyDdhatn,  Esqrs.,  spoke  in  &vour  of  the 
rights  of  the  petitioners ;  against  tbe  peti- 
tioners' rights  were  tbe  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  (Sir  Robert  Walpole),  Horace 
Walpofe,  Mr.  Winnington,  the  Attorney 
»nd  Solicitor  Generals,  Sir  W.  Younge, 
and  Mr.  Pelbam.  The  arguments  that 
they  used  against  this  right  were  tbe  argu- 
ments used  the  preceding  Session  by  Mr. 
Winniogton — the  fear  of  multitudes  of  pe- 
titions, which,  debated  separately,  would 
impede  the  public  business;  and  a 
hearing  counsel,  that  would  be  stilt  i 
inconvenient  against  a  tax.  It  ended  by 
the  petition  being  allowed  to  remain  on  the 
Table  until  the  second  reading  of  the  bill, 
but  counsel  were  refiised  by  214  to  197. 
On  the  following  day  more  petitions  against 
tbe  bill  came  in  from  Nottingham  and 
Coventry,  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table,  and  the  bill  was  subsequently 
dropped.  Now  this  custom  of  not  receiv- 
ing petitions  had  certainly  obtained  tfver 
since  that  period,  with  a  few  isolated  ex- 
ceptions in  cases  when  the  petitions  had 
slipped  in  without  tbe  observation  of  the 
House.  The  question  had  never  afterwards 
been  discussed  until  the  month  of  May, 
181S.  On  the  Ist  of  May  in  that  jear,  a 
petition  was  presented  against  the  then 
pending  Property-tax  Bill.  That  petition 
was  certainly  rejected ;  bnt  it  was  rejected 
not  only  on  the  ground  of  its  relating  to  a 
tax  then  pending,  but  also  because  it  whs 
suppoied  to  be  disrespectful  and  libellous 
in  some  of  its  allegations.     Sir  W.  Curtis 


presented  that  petition ;  !t  was  rejected  by 
107  votes  to  fifty-nine.  The  House  would 
observe,  however,that  np  to  the  present  time 
there  had  been  no  rule  laid  down  upon 
tbe  subject,  and  it  had  always  been  left  to 
the  discretion  of  the  House  to  receive  or 
reject  such  petitions.  From  tbeyear  1815 
he  would  pass  to  what  had  occurred  th« 
other  day.  Oa  the  22nd  of  last  month  ha 
found  that  there  had  been  offered  to  tbe 
House  a  petition  from  the  parish  of  St. 
Clement's,  Eastcheap ;  aod  also  a  petition 
from  Royston  against  the  propoaed  duty 
upon  income.  Upon  that  occasion  tbe 
Speaker  stated   that  it  appeared  by  the 

Sroceedings  of  tbe  committee  of  Ways  and 
leans,  published  in  the  votes  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  House,  that  a  tax  upon  income 
had  been  proposed  as  part  of  tbe  Ways  and 
Means  for  raising  the  supply  granted  to 
her  Majesty  for  the  service  of  the  year,  and 
that,  according  to  the  established  rules  of 
the  House,  no  petition  against  a  tax  under 
consideration,  for  the  service  of  the  year, 
could  be  received  by  the  House.  The  pe- 
titions were  accordingly  rejected.  Tha 
right  hon.  Baronet  demanded  this  tax  not 
merely  for  the  serrice  of  tbe  current  year, 
bnt  for  three,  four,  or  perhaps  five,  yeara 
to  come.  But  he  would  not  ground  bia 
motion  on  a  quibble  like  that ;  he  would 
take  his  stand  on  tbe  broad  ground  of  ths 
people's  rights.    What  was  the  case  in  the 

firesent  instance?  On  tbe  11th  of  March 
sst  the  right  hon.  Baronet  laid  his  budget 
before  the  House.  By  that  budget  h« 
proposed  to  take  fourmillions  of  money  out 
of  the  pockets  of  the  people  ;  and  on  tha 
Friday  following,  no  sooner  had  tbe  House 
got  into  a  committee  of  Ways  aod  Means 
on  that  budget,  than  tbe  doors  of  tbe 
House  were  closed  against  tbe  petitions  of 
tbe  people.  Such  a  coutae  was  most  un- 
just. It  was  no  doubt  a  convenient  way 
for  an  unpopular  Ministry,  but  it  was  a 
practice  not  to  be  maintained  without  gross 
injustice.     He  did   not  know  that  there 


therefore,  not  sav  more  than  ask  the  House 
to  adopt  the  resolution  now  in  the  Speaker's 
hands.  He  would  ask  the  House  to  do 
justice  to  the  jieople,  and  would  move  in 
conclusion,  the  resolalion  which  he  had 
rend  at  the  commencement  of  his  speech. 

Sir  G.  Clerk  said,  he  was  aware  of  the 
disadvantages  under  which  any  Member 
presented  himself,  who  attempted  to  offer 
obstructions  to  the  petitions  a[  the  people, 
^aA  certainly  no  rule  adopted  for  the  mere 
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the  imposition  of  fresh  taxes,  they  nere  to 
desist  froni  the  course  of  proceeding  which 
they  had  adopted,  merely  because  it  was 
felt  by  some  iBdividuaii  to  be  a  grieTaace. 
Af^er  the  rule  had  been  completely  estab- 
lished in  the  year  1733,  an  attempt  was 
lade  at  deviation  from  it,  for,  he  be- 
lieved, that  in  1783,- when  an  additi<Hial 
duty  was  sought  to  be  laid  on  receipt 
stamps,  the  City  of  London  presented 
L  petition  against  the  bill,  and  the  pe- 
ition  was  received  under  these  circum- 
itances.  It  was  the  privilege  of  the 
City  of  London  to  present  petitions  to 
that  House  by  their  sherifis,  who,  for 
that  purpose,  came  to  the  bar  of  the 
House.  No  Member  stated  the  sub- 
stance of  those  petitions,  the  petition  was 
merely  laid  upon  the  Table,  and  read  by 
the  clerk,  and  consequently  no  question 
could  arise  as  to  whether  the  petition 
should  be  received,  until  it  had  been  read 
by  the  clerk  at  the  Table,  for  until  then 
the  House  could  not  be  cogniEaot  of  the 
contents  of  the  petition.  When,  how- 
ever, that  petition  had  been  read,  an  ob> 
jectiou  was  immediately  taken  to  it,  and 
it  was  declared  that  it  should  not  be  re- 
ceived as  a  precedent  for  a  departure  from 
(he  rules  of  the  House.  Mr.  Fox,  on 
that  occasion,  than  whom  no  man,  in  the 
then,  or  in  the  present  House  of  Commons 
could  be  more  jealous  of  the  rights  of 
the  people,  had  said,  that  although  he 
had  considered  the  subject  of  petitioning 
the  House  of  Commons  to  be  an  iuTalu* 
able  right  of  Englishmen,  yet  if  they  per- 
mitted every  man  to  petition  against 
every  new  tax,  it  would  be  impossible  for 
the  House  to  go  on  with  the  business.  Mr. 
Fox  even  went  atill  further,  and  said,  that 
the  more  universally  a  tax  should  be  pe- 
titioned against,  the  greater  argument,  in 
his  mind,  did  that  constitute  in  its  fa- 
vour ;  because  it  proved  that  the  tax  acted 
impartially,— that  it  was  ao  equal  \\x, 
pressing  equally  upon  all  classes.  This 
practice  could  not  be  attended  by  any  in- 
convenience, because,  if  a  tax  were  pro- 
posed, those  who  were  affected  by  it  had 
an  ample  opportunity  of  making  their  re- 
presentatives aware  of  their  feelings  on  the 
subject.  Hedid  not  complain  oftheconrae 
which  hon  Members  opposite  adopted  be- 
fore the  recess  for  the  purpose  of  delaying 
the  progress  uf  the  resolutions.  They  had 
taken  that  opportunity  of  the  recess  to 
ascertain  the  sentiments  of  theur  consti- 
tuents ;  and,  therefore,  whenever  they 
should  come  to  a  division  on  the  aubjet^ 


convenience  of  the  House  ought  to  stand 
in  the  way  of  the  most  valuable  of  all  the 
rights  of  the  people.  But  those  who  had 
attended  to  the  hon.  Member  fbrFinsbury, 
must  have  seen,  that  the  practice  now  ob- 
jected to  was  one  that  had  existed  from  s 
very  early  period.  Immediately  afiier  the 
Revolution,  a  great  increase  took  place  in 
the  number  of  petitions  presented,  and  it 
was  soon  discovered,  that  a  very  great  in- 
convenience arose  from  receiving  petitions 
against  the  money  bills  for   the  current 

Si;  and  after  a  few  years,  the  evil  was 
nd  to  be  so  growing,  that  the  House,  in 
1693,  came  to  a  resolution  that  no  petition 
should  be  received  against  a  money  bill 
under  the  consideration  of  the  House,  and 
intended  for  the  service  of  the  current  year. 
All  parties  had  since  admitted,  that  this 
restriction  was  a  salutary  one;  and  he 
thought  the  House  also  had  been  ex- 
tremely jealous  in  preventing  such  re- 
strictions on  the  presentation  of  petitions 
going  beyond  that  line  which  was  ori* 
ginally  drawn  in  1693,  There  had  been 
apparent  deviations  from  that  rule.  Those 
deviations  arose  from  doubts  entertained  by 
the  House  as  to  whether  the  bills  under 
discussion,  and  which  had  been  pelitiooed 
against  were,  proiierly,  money  bills,  or 
rather  only  bills  for  the  regulation  of 
trade.  If  the  hon.  Member  would  look 
to  the  discussion  in  1733,  he  would  see 
that  upon  that  occasion,  when  an  Excise 
Bill  was  introduced  by  Sir  R.  Walpole  for 
regulating  the  duties  on  tobacco,  the  point 
considered  was,  whether  it  were  a  money 
bill,  or  one  merely  for  the  regulation  of 
trade.  The  precedents  previous  to  that 
time  were  ordered  to  be  read  during  the 
discussion  upon  the  bill,  when  it  was  shown 
that  in  all  cases  of  petitions  against  money 
hills  before  the  House,  the  House  had  con- 
sidered it  its  dntytoreAise  to  receive  them. 
The  reason  of  the  rule  was  a  very  plain  one. 
If  the  House  of  Commons  found  it  neces. 
sary,  in  order  to  raise  a  supply  in  com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  have  re- 
coune  to  the  disagreeable  alternative  of 
imposing  fi-esh  taxes,  there  could  be  no 
doubt  that  the  imposition  of  a  fresh  tax 
would  be  felt  as  a  burden  and  a  grievance 
by  every  class  of  the  community,  imme- 
diately a^ted  by  the  tax.  The  House 
did  not  require  to  be  informed  by  petitions 
that  the  people  felt  the  imposition  of  those 
taxes  to  be  a  grievance.  It  was  for  the 
House  tojudge  whether,  after  having  voted 
large  supplies  to  the  Crown,  and  seeing  no 
Other  mode  <tf  ivising  those  nipplici  but  by 
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erery  Henbet- would  be  bb  well  prepared 
to  state  tbe  •eDtiment*  of  bis  consiitueots, 
as  if  they  had  had  ad  opportuoity  of  pre. 
Mating  forty  or  Sftv  petitioDs  oa  tbe  sub- 
ject. No  piactical  iDcoDveaieace  could 
uise  from  a  peraerenDoe  ia  this  rule. 
Tbe  impotitioii  of  a  new  Ux  must  b*  felt 
u  ■  burden  by  all  thoee  who  were  afiected 
by  it }  and  be  would  put  it  to  tbe  inge- 
nuity of  the  boD.  Member  for  FindHiry  to 
suggest  a  new  tax  that  would  not  increase 
tbe  burden  of  some  daas  or  other  of  traders. 
But  if  tbey  reAiaed  to  relax  the  rule  wbeu 
a  tax  Meeting  ooly  a  daas  was  couceroed, 
how  Bwdi  aore  imperatire  was  it  upon 
them  to  enforce  the  rule  in  the  case  of  a 
tax  aflccting  ail  clasMS.  It  was  for  tlteee 
reasons-  becnusc  be  beard  no  arguoieat 
fotm  tbe  hoB.  Mwnber  &r  Fiosbury, 
showing,  that  incoaranience  bad  resulted 
Jrom  the  rule— because  it  bad  beea  adopt, 
ed  by  tbe  House  oi  Commons  for  ISO 
years,  and  Iwd  been  found  by  all  parties  a 
very  eqiedient  rule — because  it  had  not 
been  rashly  adoftted  by  them,  because  it 
was  likely  to  secure  the  ri^te  and  fdvi. 
leges  of  tbe  subject  and  of  tbe  country ; 
it  was  for  all  those  reasoDs  tliat  he  op- 
posed the  motioa  of  the  Ikmi.  Hember, 
bowenr  easy  it  might  be  to  introduce 
topics  of  popular  declamation  with  regard 
to  the  rights  of  petition,  it  would,  ia  his 
opinioo,  be  very  inoonrenient  to  receive  pe- 
titions on  thc«e  occasions  alluded  to  by  tbe 
boD.  Member,  and  would  be  very  aetri- 
■■ental  to  the  public  service. 

Mr.  Macmuag  said,  that  anxious  as  the 
honourable  Baronet  had  expressed  himself 
to  protect  tbe  right  of  the  people  to  ap- 
pKMch  that  House  with  their  petitions, 
tbe  boD.  Baronet's  qieech  seemed  not  the 
kss  to  be  directed  against  the  right  of  peti- 
tioaing  generally.  Tbe  pottle,  tbe  bon. 
Baronet  said,  hsd  representatives  to  make 
tlieir  feelings  Icnowo  ;  but  if  that  argu- 
ment were  to  hold  good,  it  was  an  argu- 
ment against  all  petitions,  and  against 
their  beginning  business  at  four  o'clock. 
If  the  bon.  Buronet  was  right,  tbey,  tbe 
Members  of  the  House  of  Commous,  need 
net  io  future  give  themselves  the  trouble 
of  coming  down  to  the  House  befiHe  five 
o'doelc.  In  proportion  as  a  tax  was  felt ' 
be  more  Of^Kcssive,  more  general  in  i 
character,  was  tbe  right  of  petitioning  to 
be  limited  ?  Why,  wlut  were  tbe  people 
to  petition  against,  but  what  they  felt  to 
be  a  grievance.  Tbe  ban.  Baronet  cau- 
tioned them  against  the  practice  of  decla- 
mation on  Ute  right  of  peiitioo.    Now,  he 
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would  ask  any  bon.  Hember  wbetiter  ha 
bad  ever  heard  the  right  of  petition  tpakaa 
declamatory  lamiage,  whether 
r  heard  the  pecaliwr,  sacred,  in- 
alieoafale,  hereditary  privilege  of  the  people 
more  lightiy  spoken  of  than  it  bad  juM  BOW 
been  by  the  right  hoo.  Bannet.  llie  only  ' 
diflfefence  between  the  dedamatim  of  the 
right  hoD.  Bmmet,  and  that  whidi  hecen- 
Bured  on  the  other  ade,  being  that  the  da. 
dantioo  of  tlie  right  hon.  ranmet  was  a 
pielude  to  an  attadi  upon  it,  instead  of  aa 
inlroductien  to  its  support  He  could 
conceive  only  two  reastms  that  ought  tft 
lead  this  House  to  refuse  to  receive  a  peti- 
tion. Tbe  first  was,  if  the  petition  was 
wwded  in  indecent  or  unbeooming  Ian- 
guage ;  and  the  other  ground  on  whidi 
tbe  refusal  of  a  petition  could  be  jostified 
was,  if  the  petition  aslced  the  House  to  do 
what  it  was  not  in  lu  province  to  do.  For 
instance,  if  a  petition  were  presented,  pray- 
ing the  House  to  interfere  to  stop  an  action 
of  ejectment,  tbe  House  might  very  woU 
decline  to  receive  a  petition,  praying  tbe 
House  to  interfere  with  tlw  jurisdiction  of 
tbe  cQuxts  of  law.  But  was  that  the  easa 
now?  What  was  tlie  essential  wovioce 
of  the  House  of  Commons?  When  the 
Sovereign,  at  tbe  oomnMncemeot  of  anew 
Session,  addressed  Parliament  from  the 
Throne,  on  all  matters  of  domestic  nr 
foreign  pdicy,  the  Sonreign  addicHsd 
both  Houses  of  Parliament,  but  as  soon 
as  the  question  of  taxation  snived,  the 
style  of  the  Royal  Speech  was  immediately 
changed,  and  toe  Sovereign  addressed  het^ 
self  only  ta  tbe  G«nUemen  of  the  House 
of  Coeimona.  And  what  was  die  otaue- 
quenoe  of  tbe  rule  On  tbe  preoeut  occasion^ 
Why,  tbe  people,  shut  out  tnm  the  House 
of  Commons,  were  fiocking  with  their  p^ 
titions  to  tbe  House  of  Lords  1  To  the 
House  of  Lords,  that  might  indeed  reject, 
but  could  not  amend  the  bilL  That  was 
tbe  House  of  Commons  interdided  from 
the  exercise  rf  its  prtmsr  functions;  and 
for  what  purpose?  Under  the  ancient 
system,  when  discuwioos  were  lidile  to 
arise  on  tbe  [amontation  of  evny  petition, 
so  that  no  Member  could  know  when  the 
public  business  wsa  likely  to  come  on, 
there  might  he  some  phuisiMe  grounds 
for  tbe  maintenance  of  such  a  rule  ;  but 
under  tbe  altered  practice — a  practice  of 
which  be  heartily  af^mved,  for  it  wan  a 
great  and  wholesome  change,  in  £avonr  of 
which  he  bad  ielt  much  pmuore  in  record* 
lag  his  vote — under  this  altered  pnctioa, 
he  would  say,  what  advaaiage  could  then  .. 
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In  io  atiU  ratuniog  this  rule  ?  But  if  the 
luM.  Batonet's  respect  for  <dd  precedents 
were  M  great,  wby  did  he  not  Tote  with 
tboae  WM  bad  profxned  to  restore  the  M 
nractice  of  deoadog  on  petitioas.  He 
Lokad  upoa  the  oM  practice  as  a  very 
bad  pracUoe,  and  be  felt  conriixed  thM 
if  it  had  not  beeo  rsfbrmed,  it  would  not 
bare  been  powiblc  for  the  pw^k  to  ob- 
tuQ  a  feir  cfmortunitf  to  Jar  their  peti- 
tions 00  the  Table  of  the  House.  But 
now,  wImd  the  prenentatioD  of  petitions 
occupied  no  more  time  than  was  necessary 
to  enable  a  Member  to  state  their  lub- 
staDce  and  carry  them  to  the  Table,  no 
basinets  could  be  obstrucbed  bj  thoir  pre- 
seDtation.  Why,  that  rery  evening,  while 
the  Members  were  waiting  in  silence  far 
the  commeacemeDt  of  public  busJnesi,  a 
hundred  petitioQ*  against  the  Income-ux 
tnifibt  with  ease  bare  been  presented.  He 
had  a  number  of  petitions  himself  from 
Scotland  against  the  Income-tax,  and 
oould  bare  presented  tbem  all  in  the  course 
of  one  minute.  What  was  the  consequence 
oF  their  clesing  the  doors  against  tboae  pe- 
titions 7  Why,  their  coastituente  met,  and 
passed  strong  resolutions  against  the  pro- 
posed tax,  and  then  called  upon  their  re- 
presentatives to  state  those  resolutioas  to 
the  House  in  one  way  or  other.  Instead 
of  preoentiag  the  petitions  of  the  people 
in  a  i^ular  manner,  hoo.  Members  would 
be  obliged  to  wait  until  the  debate  on  the 
Incame'tax  came,  and  then  they  would 
Lara  to  rise  and  read  those  petitions  and 
reaotutions  as  parts  of  their  speeches.  He 
would  do  so  for  one.  They  could  not  be 
prerented  from  doing  so,  and  it  was  the 
only  alternative  left  taem^  when  debarred 
fnoa  coBstitutionaliy  placmg  the  remon- 
Btrancea  of  their  conitituenta  before  the 
House.  He  bad  nerer  roted  with  a  more 
dear  cooriction  of  the  justice  of  a  vote 
than  be  should  do  this  evening  in  voting 
with  the  bon.  Member  for  Finsbury.  The 
country  was  highly  indebted  to  the  hon. 
Ifember  for  Finsbury  for  bringing  this 
motioD  forward.  Whether  the  motion  were 
oarried  or  not,  still  the  people  would  be 
indebted  to  the  hon.  Member ;  for  if  the 
notioo  were  carried,  the  peo^  would  gain 
•  valuable  privilege  i  and  if  the  motion 
were  lost,  the  pe^ue  would  receive  a  no 
leas  Usafbl  warniog. 

Captaia  ffami&m  wonld  vote  with  the 
hoD.  HMaber  ior  Finsbury,  if  he  thought 
tha  sucous  of  this  motioD  could  be  at- 
tendad  with  the  l«Mt  benefit  Io  the  p«o- 
fiiH  bataoMch  beoefit  conld  mcim  to 
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I.  He  was  surprised  to  find  (he  Ra« 
dicali  support  this  motion.  An  hon.  Friend 
<r  hit,  opposite,  intended  to  propose  • 
lew  refotra  bill.  He  would  ask  bow  many 
of  the  new  conilitoency  to  be  created  by 
that  bill  woald  be  affected  by  the  Incoeae- 
tax.  The  qaeation  was  one  in  which 
those  who  were  not  directly  ivpresented  in 
that  House  oouM  have  no  intereat  what* 
ever,  as  the  tax  wwild  not  affect  then. 

Sir  R.  PeW  said,  h«  should  consider 
himself  guilty  of  a  gross  dereliction  of 
doty  were  he  to  take  any  other  coorao 
ihsn  to  meet  this  motion  with  «  direct 
negative,  and  be  hoped  the  Hoase  wontd 
support  him  in  ao  doing.  The  rule  was 
one  establi^ed  immediately  arter  the  Re- 
volution, and  it  had  been  adhered  to  evar 
since.  The  quastioo  whether  the  House 
should  receive  petitionaagaiast  money  bills 
intended  for  the  supply  of  the  current 
year,  was  a  question  tbist  had  bean  di(> 
cnaaed  again  and  again,  and  that  at  a 
time  when  there  were  men  in  the  Hoaae 
as  keenly  alive,  m  any  that  had  succeeded 
thefD,  to  the  mainteoanc*  of  popular 
rights.  The  resolutioi  to  which  they  bad 
always  come  was,  to  maintain  so  sainiary 
a  rule,  and  if  the  right  bon.  GentlensMi 
now  displayed  ao  much  zeal  for  the  re- 
scinding of  that  rale,  it  waa  certainly  sur- 
prisiag  that  the  right  hon.  Oentleman'a 
■eal  should  never  have  been  awakened 
while  be  was  still  in  office.  In  1840,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Etcheqner  deemed  it 
necessary  Io  the  supplies  of  the  year  to 
propose  an  addition  of  10  per  cent,  to  the 
existing  taxes.  Why  did  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  not  then  extend  to  the  people 
the  right  for  which  be  was  now  contend- 
ing. [Mr.  Maeaula^  :  I  never  till  Istely 
beard  of  the  rule.]  The  right  hon.  Oen- 
ileman  never  before  beard  of  the  existence 
of  this  rule  I  It  is  rather  unrortuosle  for 
the  public  that  he  should  not  beve  ob- 
tained this  knowledge  till  he  waa  out  of 
ofBce.  In  1840  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  called  upon  the  Houte,  on 
considerations  of  pub4ic  duty,  to  make  an 
addition  of  5  per  cent,  to  all  reveaoes  of 
excise  and  customs,  and  10  per  cent,  on 
assessed  taxes.  If  all  those  who  had  been 
aS'ected  by  the  proposed  measure  had  at- 
tempted to  obstruct  its  progress  by  the 
presentation  of  petitions,  would  not  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  have  referred 
to  this  rule  of  150  years  standing  T  He 
felt  convinced  that  be  would  have  dene 
BO,  DOC  would  the  S«ct«tar7^t*War  b«* 


y  Google 


15         Right  of  PetUioitmg^ 

abandoned  hit  colleague  on  auch  an  occa- 
sion. At  leveral  perindi  this  question 
had  been  raised.  On  iheZOth  of  January, 
1760,  the  maltsters  of  Ipswich  pelitioned 
against  a  bill  then  before  the  House  far 
the  impofiilion  of  a  duty  on  malt,  and 
when  the  question  was  put,  that  the  peti- 
tion be  brought  up,  the  question  was  nega- 
tived nemtne  amlradicente,  all  parties  being 
agreed  that  the  rule  was  one  that  ought  to 
be  maintained.  In  1783,  when  patty  spirit 
ran  very  high,  a  pelilion  was  presented 
against  a  bill  then  under  consideration 
for  the  impositioD  of  lUmp  duties  on 
notes  and  receipts.  The  petition  was 
preaeoted,  but  on  tha  question  that  it 
be  brougbt  up,  the  question  was  again 
Degatived.  In  1795,  when  the  contest 
was  going  on  between  Mr.  Pitt  and 
Mr.  Fox,  and  never  had  public  feeling 
been  more  strongly  excited  than  it  was 
at  that  time ;  —  well,  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1795,  when  the  strongest  argu- 
ments had  been  used  against  the  injus- 
tice of  the  war,  this  question  again  arose, 
in  caniequence  of  the  presentation  of  a 
petition  from  certain  dealers  in  wine,  who 
prayed  that  the  duty  about  to  be  imposed 
oa  winea  might  not  be  imposed  apon  the 
stock  on  hand.  When  the  qaestion  was 
put,  that  the  petition  be  brought  up,  it  was 
again  negatived,  and  negatived  Mmine 
amlradicente.  At  a  time  when  the  po- 
pular patty  was  led  by  such  men  as  Mr. 
Fox  and  Lord  Grey,  these  usages  were 
adhered  to  and  maintained.  Neither  by 
their  votes,  nor  by  their  speeches,  had 
those  men  attempted  to  obsltnct  the  rule, 
and  was  it  now  too  much  to  ask  that  the 
House  of  Commons  would  still  adhere  to 
a  principle  adopted  immediately  after  the 
Revolution,  and  adhered  to  ever  since. 
He  would  make  no  compromise  on  the 
subject.  Even  though  he  were  assured 
that  the  greater  number  of  petitions  would 
be  in  favoar  of  the  Income-tax,  he  would 
still  aik  the  House  to  adhere  to  the  con- 
stitutional usage,  and  he  could  not  help 
thinking  that  the  greater  number  of  the 
Members  of  the  late  Government  would 
aupport  him  in  his  view  of  the  case.  The 
maintenance  of  the  rules  of  Parliament 
formed  an  essential  part  of  the  security 
for  the  preservation  of  public  freedom. 
The  rights  of  the  people  did  not  depend 
merely  on  acts  of  Parliament,  but  also  on 
the  construction  put  upon  established  rules 
and  usages.  With  respect  to  the  mle 
nnda  coDtidenttiwi  it  wai  a  Kue  of 
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public  convenience  that  had  induced  the 
House  of  Commons  to  adopt  it,  and  a 
sense  of  public  convenience  bad  led  tha 
House  of  Commons  to  adhere  to  it.  He 
felt  confident  he  should  be  supported  by 
a  large  majority  in  his  determination  to 
resist  the  attempt  to  break  through  tbb 
role,  bnt  even  if  he  stood  alone  he  sbonid 
feel  that  he  was  discharging  a  public  duty 
saying  "  no"  to  this  motion. 
Sir  George  Grey  said,  the  question  was, 
le  which  ought  not  to  have  been  con- 
verted into  a  partj  one,  and  thereftoe  he 
regretted  the  more  the  warmth  cf  languago 
in  which  the  right  hon.  Baionet  h^  in- 
dulged. The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  ad- 
dr^ised  an  unworthy  taunt  against  the 
Members  of  the  late  Government.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  professed  suiprise  at 
this  new-bom  seal  for  popular  rights,  and 
aiked  whj  his  rieht  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Macaulay),  when  be  was  a  Member  of  the 
late  Administration,  and  when  the  late 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  proposed  an 
increase  of  the  duties  of  Customs  and 
Excise — why  his  right  hon.  Friend  had 
not  then  moved  to  have  this  rule  rescinded  ? 
But  could  the  right  hon.  Baconet  show, 
that  at  that  time  any  Member  of  the 
House  tendered  a  petition  against  those 
taxes?    or  could  he  show  that  any  such 

fetition  had  been  reacted  by  the  House? 
f  so,  the  taunt  would  have  been  just. 
But  no  such  petition  had  he  heard  of 
during  the  late  Government,  though  be 
had  witnessed  many  in  the  course  of  the 

f resent  Session.  The  Members  of  that 
louse  were  sent  there  to  watch  over  the 
interests  of  the  nation ;  and  if  a  tax  was 
proposed,  neceGsarily  affecting  those  inter* 
ests,  were  hon.  Members  to  be  bound  by 
the  practice  of  their  ancestors,  to  reject 
all  petitions  against  it,  especially  in  a  case 
in  which,  as  his  right  hon.  Friend  had 
shon-Q  to  demonstratioa,  and  whose  argu- 
ments he  bad  nut  heatd  answered  from  the 
other  ude,  the  reason  which  had  influenced 
their  ancestors  was  a  reason  that  had  ut- 
terly ceased  to  exist  At  the  time  when 
the  rule  was  made,  a  petition  might  be  de- 
bated day  B^rday,  and  the  reception  of  it 
followed  by  a  motion,  that  counsel  might  be 
heard  at  the  Bar  of  the  House  against  a  tax 
that  was  proposed  to  be  laid  on.  He  could 
conceive,  that  such  a  course  might  be  made 
the  instrument  of  procrastination  and 
delay,  where  a  tax  waa  absolutely  required 
for  the  exigency  of  the  cunent  year, 
so  powerfiil  in  the  hands  of  a  minori^, 
M  to  fimn  a  niffideDt  ground  foi  prenat-  :: 
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JDg  the  recepdun  of  such  petiHons.  But 
that  argument  did  not  appt;  in  the  present 
day.  The  inalienable  right  of  the  people 
to  petition  had  been  spoken  of,  and  he 
greatly  regretted  to  bear  it  that  night  praised 
in  teimSf  while  it  wai  attacked  in  spirit.  Pre- 
cedent! had  been  bronght  forward  against 
the  present  propoaition,  but  his  right  hon. 
Friend  bad  uiown,  that  by  blindly  fbUoning 
precedent,  they  would  be  adhering  to  m 
practice  l^ely  to  produce  a  greater  degree  of 
public  inconvenience  than  that  whi^  had 
induced  tbeir  ancestors  to  restricl  the  right 
of  the  people  to  petition.  Great  complaints 
had  been  made  of  the  motions  for  adjourn- 
ment, and  be  alluded  to  this  the  more 
■tiongly,  because  in  the  motions  before  the 
tecessi  for  the  adjournment  of  debates  on 
the  Income-tax,  he  had  voted  with  the  right 
bou.  Baronet;  butif  theright  of  thepeople 
to  petition  was  to  be  restricted,  and  if 
oonstituendes  were  to  be  debarred  from 
making  their  feelings  known  to  that  House 
through  petitions,  it  would  be  necessary  for 
bon.  Members  to  protract  debates  to  an  in- 
definite length  of  time.  {Ckeert.]  Let 
hon.  Gentlemen  bear  the  conclusion  of  his 
sentence  before  they  cheered.  It  might 
be  necessary  to  protract  debates,  not  with 
the  view  which  be  utterly  disclaimed 
of  mere  delay  and  procrastination,  but 
nmplj'  because  the  only  other  Intimate 
avenue  to  that  House  had  been  shut 
against  the  people  by  an  adherence  to  a 
practice  which,  honcver  wise  and  necessary 
It  might  have  been  in  its  origin,  was  at  the 
present  dme  unwise,  because  unnecessary, 
and  because  it  led  to  the  greatest  possible 
practical  inconvenience  to  that  House  and 
to  the  country,  by  subjecting  the  House 
to  repeated  and  protracted  de&tesand  sue- 
oesBiTe  modons  for  adjoumment-~o  course 
which  it  was  clear  it  was  not  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  country  and  the  advance- 
ftient  of  public  business  should  he  per- 
dsted  in.  In  all  sincerity,  notwithstand- 
ing the  cheers  of  the  right  bon,  Baronet, 
be  did  deprecate  such  a  course  as  be  had 
described ;  be  did  deprecate  these  lengthy 
debates.  Ho  saw,  from  the  adherence  to  the 
pceaent  practice,  that  consequences  must 
arise  wluch  be  deprecated  and  disliked. 
Not  having  beard  the  slightest  reason  ad* 
vanced  for  the  continuance  of  the  practice, 
which  appeared  solely  to  rest  upon  pre- 
ndenta  auoted  in  its  favour,  he  should 
most  Goroially  and  cheerfully  ^ve  his  sup* 
fan  to  the  motion  of  his  bon.  Friend. 

Mr.  C.  B*Uaf  b^^  to  remind  Iba 
right  boa.  Buonet  at  tho  b«id  of  the 
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Oovernment  that  it  was  he  himself,  who 
had  rendered  the  course  of  moving  ad- 
journments upon  the  Income-tax  before 
Easier  necessary  and  unavoidable  by  the 
course  which  he  had  adopted,  of  placing 
the  House  in  a  position  that  it  could  not 
receive  petitions  opon  the  qaestion.  He 
(Mr.  Buller)  bad  asked  the  Speaker  if 
the  rule  against  the  receipt  ofpetitloos 
was  absolute,  and  npon  learning  that 
it  was,  he  had  put  it  to  (be  right  hon. 
Baronet  whether  he  would  not  po«tpon« 
bis  motion  for  a  committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  that  the  country  might  have  more 
than  n  week  1o  express  its  optnion,  Tha 
answer  of  the  right  ban.  Gentleman  was 
remarkable  for  its  explicitness  and  brevit^r* 
The  right  bon.  Baronet  declined  con- 
senting to  any  delay,  and  be  bronght  for- 
ward his  resolution.  In  1816,  when  the 
Opposition  wanted  to  get  a  tax  taken  off*, 
when  there  wag  a  motion  for  its  renewal'— 
the  objection  was  taken,  that  after  the 
resolution  for  renewing  it  was  once  before 
the  House  no  petition  could  be  received. 
The  Oppwition  of  that  day,  however, 
insisted,  and  that  great  constitution  at 
minister,  Lord  Castlereagh,  showed  that 
respect  to  the  popular  rights  which  ought 
to  be  imitated  by  the  present  Govern- 
ment, and  he  bad  the  goodness  to  allow 
the  question  to  be  pet  off,  and  the  con- 
sequence was  that  public  feeling  was 
expressed  so  strongly  in  petitions  that  the 
obnoxious  tax  was  removed.  On  the  pre- 
sent occasion  a  tax  had  been  proposed,  of 
which  the  public  had  been  forewarned  by 
no  debate.  The  country  had  been  com- 
pletely taken  by  surprise.  One  week  had 
been  given  to  the  people  for  considera- 
tion, and  now  the  Government  availed 
themselves  of  the  rules  of  the  House  to 
preveutthe  voice  of  the  country  from  being 
heard  within  its  walls.  He  agreed  with 
the  right  boa.  Baronet  in  the  general  rule 
he  bad  laid  down,  that  hon.  Memben, 
when  on  one  side  of  the  House,  shonld  do 
that  which  they  would  do  when  on  the 
other.  It  was  a  rule  applicable  to  more 
questions  than  the  present.  It  seemed, 
however,  to  him,  that  it  was  a  contrast 
by  no  means  discreditable  to  the  lata 
Govemroent,  to  find  that  for  the  eleven 
years  they  bad  held  office  there  had  been 
no  occasion  for  the  people  to  petition 
against  the  imposition  of  any  new 
tax.  IDusentfrom  the  Treaturi/  beneheM.'] 
He  begged  pardon.  The  occasion  hid 
aiuen    once,   on    the  impoiition  of  a 
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Mreei>U|;e  oa  the  Ibim;  >nd  tbaa  M 
littte  objection  «■■  fdt  to  tb«  tax  that  no 
one  petitioDtd  Mgainit  it.  The  only  ar- 
gaineat  in  favour  of  lbs  expedieoe;  of  the 
prewDt  rule  ma  that  which  had  boen 
adTanoad  by  the  bon.  Baronet  Uw  Mem- 
ber for  Stamford,  which,  h  far  aa  he 
underwood  it.  ataouuied  to  this,  that  the 
people  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  petilion 
upon  a  aubject  upon  which  tbey  felt  ao 
acntely  m  in  this,  becaoM  they  would 
prabaUj  petitioa  loo  much.  The  rule 
waa  an  abaurd  one;  it  raig;ht  have  dcme 
rarv  well  in  the  olden  time  when  the  voice 
of  tna  paoplc  wM  notbenrd  in  that  Houae, 
bttt  it  WM  •nfaeoomiog  a  Rcforaed  Par* 
Ua»«ot,  and  uobecDiBing  then  as  rapre> 
aamtativet  of  the  people.  It  waa  a  role 
which  could  oalj  be  upheld  for  the  pur- 

re  of  preveating  the  people  being  heard 
tba  most  peaceful,  legal,  and  coostitu- 


Hr.  Wmilace  aaked  if  they  were  not 
repraaontatiKs  of  the  people,  aod  whether 
they  were  net  componeDt  parts  of  the 
people }  He  thought  the  tight  hon.  BarO' 
net  had  never  been  heard  to  such  diaad- 
vantage  as  in  his  speech  of  that  oighl,  fw 
be  bad  only  referred  to  old  usages  and 
pracedenta.  He  claiowd  (or  the  fret 
coaftilaeociet  of  Scotland  their  undoubt- 
ed right  of  petitioD ;  and  be  could  teL 
thoae  bon,  Hesbars  who  opposed  his 
motion  of  the  other  night,  that  thaj  wet« 
enoroKhing  upon  tba  privil^ea  of  the 
people.  Menbera  ought  to  have  a  right 
to  state  their  opinioDa  on  the  preaaotatioo 
of  pctitioni.  The  right  bon.  Baronet  was 
quite  right  in  strictly  adhsring  to  the  rule 
tkf  the  House  which  they  were  now  debat- 
iag,  for  if  be  bad  not,  be  would  not  hare 
HMed  his  lacome-taz.  The  Table  would 
have  been  loaded  with  petitions  against  it. 
They  would  have  accumulated  upon  every 
relurn  of  post,  and  no  mioistcr  would 
bava  been  able  to  carry  such  a  piopo- 
•al,  whatever  might  be  hia  majority.  He 
intended  t»  renew  bit  fomor  notion  neit 
year. 

Sir  Jotut  Haumer  said ,  this  waa  a  mat- 
ter whicb  materially  affected  hia  conatitu- 
eata,  and  he  wished  to  say  a  very  few 
words.  Ha  abould  alwaya  be  jealous  of 
limitiog  the  right  of  the  people  to  petition. 
Ha  could  not  aay  he  had  much  respect  for 
the  Parliaments  of  WUliam  3rd.,  for  they 
watt  bribed,  rotteo,  and  corrupt.  He 
■bonld  give  his  vote  for  the  motion  of  (be 
luHh  Member,  honestly  and  faarleiBly,  be* 
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so  doing,  he  thought  he  ahouM 
best  ditcba^  the  duty  he  owed  to  the 
people  who  bad  sent  him  there  as  their 
representative. 

WakUy  aaid  his  constituenU  were 
nearly  unanimous  against  the  Income-taa, 
while  they  admitted  there  were  advant^cs 
likely  to  arisG  from  the  other  part  of  the 
financial  scheme.  The  tight  hon.  Baronet 
had  made  «  very  weak  apaeob,  and  it  waa 
becanae  be  had  nnt  the  aemblance  of  a 
caae.  Waa  the  right  of  petitioning  a 
valoehle  and  ooaatitntiooal  right  oc  not? 
Hon.  Gentlemen  who  voted  against  tht 
OMHton  of  hia  bon.  CoUoagve  ought  in 
faonasty  to  fellow  it  np  by  a  motion  that 
the  li^t  of  peutiooiog  was  usekae  aasl 
ought  to  be  dwconiioo^  ;  because,  if  the 
privilege  was  ever  useful  at  all,  it  mm 
iriien  th«  qnution  before  the  House  waa 
to  take  money  from  the  pockets  of  the 
people.  1'he  right  hon.  Baronet  bad  obu 
served  the  striMest  scereey  with  regaid  to 
hii  plan,  and  having  done  so  he  oaght 
now  to  give  the  people  an  opportunity  of 
expressing  their  aentimenti.  The  rtght 
hon.  GeDiletnan'a  proposal  aSected  every 
claai,  sod  yet  but  six  or  seven  days  were 
allowed  to  consider  it,  and  no  sooner  waa 
the  resolution  submitted  than  the  doors  of 
the  House  wen  ctoied  against  petitions. 
Nothing  could  be  more  nehir  and  uncon- 
stitutional. He  trusted  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  would  be  in  a  minority,  though 
he  could  not  hope  he  would  go  out  of  tbe 
House  alone. 

Tbe  House  divided— .Ayea  136  i  NoM 
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GOHIT     luPORTATIOt)  —  ReOULATIOH 

OP  Waobi.]  On  the  motion  Ihat  the 
Corn  Importation  Bill  be  read  a  ihird 
time, 

Mr.  Cobdea  rose  to  move  the  amend- 
ment of  which  he  had  given  notice.  Pre- 
▼ioaa  to  lbs  year  1B23,  it  had  been  the 
practice  of  Parliament  for  leveral  centu- 
riei  to  pau  meaauret  to  regulate  the  price 
of  labour  in  the  same  way  aa  it  had 
passed  meaiurea  to  regulate  the  price  of 
food.  But  in  the  year  1823,  the  last  vei- 
ttge  of  ill  legialation  for  the  regulation  of 
the  priee  of  labour  disappeared  in  the  le- 
iwal  of  the  SpiUlGelds  Wearers  Act. 
Previously  to  that  period,  and  subsequent 
also  to  the  passing  of  the  Corn-laws,  the 
labouriag  classes  of  the  community  had 
petitioned  Parliament  again  and  again, 
praying  it  to  adopt  some  measure  for  the 
regulation  of  the  prices  of  labour.  In 
1828  Mr,  Alderman  Waithman  presented 
ft  petition  from  the  weavers  of  Norwich, 
and  founded  a  resolution  upon  it,  praying 
the  House  to  fix  a  minimum  rate  of  wages. 
The  worthy  alderman's  resolution  was  re- 
jected as  utterly  inconiistent  with  sound 
principle.  Yet  in  that  very  year  the  House 

Ssaed  the  present  Corn-law.  In  1835 
r.  Maiwell  brought  forward  a  motion 
tor  the  regulation  of  wages.  That  motion 
was  treated  in  the  most  aupercilious  man- 
ner: the  House  declaring,  tnat  itwasqnite 
impossible  to  accede  to  such  a  proposition. 
Anin,  in  1837,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Oldham  brought  forward  a  similar  motion, 
which  met  with  the  same  fate  as  that  of 
Hr.  Maxwell.  In  1809  a  committee  of  the 
House, to  whom  a  petition  from  the  journey- 
men cotton  printers  was  referred,  declared 
in  their  report  that  they  were  unanimously 
of  opinion  that  the  proposition  stated 
in  the  petition,  relative  to  the  fixing  a 
miaimnm  for  the  price  of  labour  in 
factories,  was  wholly  inadmiuible  in  prin- 
ciple, and  incapable  of  being  reduced 
into  practice  by  any  means  that  could  be 
devised,  and,  if  practicable,  would  be  pro- 
doctive  of  most  ntal  consequences,  These 
initances  were  snfficient  to  show  the  way 
in  whicb  the  House  hid  treated  the  repeat- 
9i  application  of  the  labouring  cusses 
for  protection  in  the  price  of  their  labour 
daring  t  period  that  it  had  steadfastly  ad- 
bend  to  *  ajitem  which  gave  to  another 
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class  of  the  community  an  absolute  mono- 
poly in  the  supply,  and,  as  a  necessary 
consequence,  an  absolute  control  over 
the  price  of  food.  He  might  probably  be 
met  by  some  vague  declaration  that  Par- 
liament, in  legislating  upon  the  article  of 
food,  did,  in  tact,  in  an  indirect  manner, 
regulate  the  price  of  labour,  because,  if 
the  price  of  corn  rose,  the  pnce  of  labour 
would  rise  in  the  same  proportion.  This 
fallacy  had  been  too  often  exposed  (o  need 
a  word  of  comment  now.  When  the 
Corn-laws  were  passed  it  was  never  staled 
that  one  of  the  objects  of  them  was  to 
regulate  the  price  of  labour;  and  if  such 
an  object  had  ever  been  contemplated, 
subsequent  experience  proved,  lhat  it  had 
never  been  realised.  He  had  in  his  hand 
a  list  of  the  prices  of  various  articles  of 
mannfacture  before  machinery  came  into 
operation,  which  clearly  esiabltsbed  that 
the  effect  of  a  high  price  of  food  was  not 
to  maintain  the  price  of  labour.  The 
House  had  frequently  declared  that  they 
could  give  no  protection  to  the  wages  of 
the  labourer,  but  they  were  now  about  to 
give  a  third  reading  to  a  bill  which  was  to 
give  a  fictitious  price  to  com,  and  so,  as 
tar  as  possible,  regulate  and  keep  at  a  high 
rate  the  price  of  his  food.  They  said  to 
the  poor  Hinckley  frame  work  knitter,' We 
cannot  regulate  the  remuneration  to  be 
given  for  your  labour:"  but,  when  he  said 
"  Your  wheat  is  loo  high,  I  cannot  pur- 
chase of  you  because  I  can  get  as  good  at 
Hamhurgh  for  40s.,''  then  the  landowner 
stepped  in  and  said,  "Oh, no!  we  have  a 
law  which  says  you  must  give  ns  a  certain 
price  for  our  wheat  before  you  can  go  to 
Hamburgh  or  any  other  place  for  it."  He 
confessed  that  although  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronei'a  (Sir  R.  Peel's)  measure  had  up  to 
that  time  been  carried  with  a  high  hand, 
he  could  not  bring  his  mind  to  believe  that 
the  House  was  really  going  to  pass  it.  He 
did  not  object  to  it  simply  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  a  tax  upon  the  people.  He 
objected  to  it  upon  another  ground.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  avowed  that  the 
oiyect  of  his  measure  was  to  keep  up  an 
artificial  rate  in  the  price  of  corn.  Had 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  brought  forward  ft 
proposition  for  a  fixed  duty  upon  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  com,  he  should  have 
opposed  it  in  the  same  way  as  he  last  year 
opposed  the  ptopoution  of  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  foe  London  (Lord  J,  Russell). 
He  should  have  opposed  it  as  a  tax  npon 
the  food  of  the  people,     Bnt  the  iJgbt :: 
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hoD.  Baronet  did  a  great  deal  more.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  by  the  measure  now 
before  the  House  wat  violatiDg  the  very 
principle  for  nbich  he  coDlended,  namely, 
that  in  ihe  iegiilution  of  Parliament  tlie 
labouring  man  should  be  placed  on  a  fair 
lerel  with  the  peer  and  the  landed  pro- 
prietor. He  was  told,  that  Parliament 
could  not  reflate  the  price  of  labonr,  and 
yet  >  roeaiure  was  brought  Tornard  and 
carried  to  its  tery  last  stage,  the  avowed 
object  of  which  was  to  keep  up  to 
artificial  rtite  the  price  of  food.  In  pauing 
a  meaiure  of  this  nature,  which,  under  ail 
circumatances,  was  to  give  an  artificial 
price  to  food — denying,  at  the  same  time, 
that  the  Legislature  had  any  power  to  give 
an  artificial  price  to  the  wages  of  labour — 
the  Houae  would  be  violating  every  prin- 
ciple oF  justice;  and,  as  he  had  already 
stated,  he  could  not  bring  his  mind  to 
believe  that  the  House  would  assent  to 
SDch  ■  course.  Mark  the  effect  of  the 
system,  aupposing  the  right  hon,  Baro* 
net's  mcBsureato  be  carried.  What  would 
be  the  position  of  the  manufacturing  la- 
bourer? Articles  of  foreign  manufacture 
were  to  be  admitted  at  a  lower  rate  of 
duty.  Prices  would  be  reduced— therate 
of  wages  diminished.  Where  was  the  pro- 
tection to  the  manufacturing  labourer? 
He  was  told  that  the  Legislature  could  not 
assist  him ;  that  he  must  grapple  with  the 
difficulty,  and  carry  on  a  competition  with 
his  foreign  rivals  without  aid  or  help. 
What,  on  the  other  hand,  was  the  position 
of  the  agriculturiats?  Whatever  bis  ig- 
norance, idlenesa,  or  sloth,  whatever  liis 
negligence,  indiscretion,  or  extravagance, 
the  L^ilature  assured  him  that  no  fo- 
nign  competitor  should  be  admitted  into 
the  same  field  with  him  until  the  produce 
ofhis  labour  had  attained  a  certain  price. 
Hit  wheat,  good,  bad,  or  indifferent,  was 
to  be  protected  until  it  reached  the  price 
of  54f.  This  appeared  to  bim  to  be  the 
doable  violation  of  every  principle  of  jus- 
tice which  characterised  the  proposition  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet.  If  hon.  Gentle- 
nen  gave  to  the  landlord's  a  certain  rcgu- 
Uled  price  of  corn,  would  they  not  aluo 
give  to  the  consumer^,  to  the  great  mass 
of  manufacturing  labourers  a  certain  regu- 
lited  price  of  labour  t  Were  they  to  toil 
and  spin,  invent  and  contrive — and  should 
all  their  toil,  and  all  their  invention,  only 
fin  them  so  much  more  or  so  much  less 
ofihe  sluggard's  corn?  Were  the  land- 
lords still  to  feed  the  people  upon  the 


landlord'*  own  terms?  Were  they  to 
have  their  parks  and  domains  wide  spread 
nut— ^were  they  to  have  their  herds  of  deer, 
tbeir  sluda  of  borses,  and  their  kennels  of 
hounds,  and  yet  were  the  people  only  to 
be  allowed  to  live  upon  the  modicum  of 
food  which  these  lords  of  the  toil  cbose  to 
deal  out  to  them.  He  would  tell  the 
House  that  this  doctrine  was  revolutionary. 
He  told  them  that  it  had  awakened  viewa 
and  opinions  in  the  minde  of  many  men  id 
the  country  who,  a  few  years  ago,  would 
have  been  shoi^ked  at  the  entertainment  of 
such  ideas.  They  were  questioning  the 
title  of  the  present  possessors  of  the  land ; 
they  were  denying  the  right  of  the  privi> 
leged  classes  to  their  rank  and  wealth. 
And  why  did  they  do  this?  Because 
the  landlotda  were  not  content  with  their 
estates,  hut,  to  sustain  their  position  and 
inciease  their  wealth,  made  an  inroad 
into  the  humble  cottage  of  the  spinner, 
and  filched  the  earnings  of  the  depressed 
and  desolate  weaver.  He  believed  that 
this  principle  of  legislation,  if  carried  out, 
would  lead  to  very  important  changes  in 
this  country.  He  believed  that  this  la'w 
would  not  be  allowed  to  remain.  But  if 
it  did  remain,  it  would  produce  a  change 
which  many  of  those  who  had  taken  part 
in  the  agitation  of  the  question  never  con- 
templated when  they  set  the  ball  in  mo> 
tion.  Even  the  slightest  modicum  of  jus- 
tice was  refused  to  the  labouring  classes, 
A  trade  in  corn  was  denied — absolutely 
denied  ;  for  the  whole  of  the  foreign  aup- 
ply,  whatever  it  might  be,  waa  placed,  not 
in  the  hands  of  the  general  merchant,  who 
would  deal  honestly  and  fairly,  but  in  the 
hands  of  a  few  gamblers  and  speculators. 
All  the  sympathies  of  the  Gentlemen  op- 
posite  were  with  that  class  of  dealers  ;  and 
the  earnest  prayers  of  millions  of  petition- 
ers had  been  treated  with  less  respect  than 
the  significant  whisperings  of  half  a  doiea 
jobbers.  Let  hon.  Gentlemen  who  had 
some  stake  in  the  country  beware  of 
the  cDuieqnence  of  this  state  oflhingg. 
Already  it  had  been  destructive  of  capital 
to  an  extent  unparalleled.  He  did  not 
hesitate  to  declare,  deliberately  and  ad- 
visedly, that,  within  the  last  five  or  six 
years,  there  had  been  a  sacrifice  of  one- 
half  of  the  vested  capital  in  Lancashire. 
He  would  aik  any  Gentleman  acquainted 
with  that  district  of  the  country,  if  at  the 
present  moment,  it  would  be  poaiiible  to 
realise,  upon  the  fixed  capital  of  Lanca- 
shire, half  what  it  was  worth  aix  yean  ago. 
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How  VM  ^ia?  Qid  it  wm  bon  *  fe« 
Aiiurea  here  «  lhu«.  or  from  «  lemirantry 
dqH«4iioa  ttf  Utda?-  No;  ii  followed 
ffoia  th«  grsdunl  but  gfineial  decKj  of 
tn4« — from  tbe  decline  of  proGtm  which 
bad  be«D  «ati«K  iBto  tbe  floati<^  capita), 
»t  tbe  une  time  that  it  had  eatM  up  half 
the  filed  capital  of  that  quttrler  of  the 
country.  He. spoke  only  of  (jtitcwhire. 
Otttar  Qemlemcff,  he  believed,  might  tell 
tbawine  tale  with  leapect  ta  other  dia- 
(rict«.  Carry  on  the  tame  BfUew  of  Ic- 
giilation — continue  the  sliding-icAle,  artd 
«  alaie  of  thLDSa  would  ariae  Tor  which  few 
plt^blj  in  that  HOHM  were  at  all  pre- 
pw«d.  The  hon.  Oenileman  concluded 
hj  BMTing  iht  following  aEneodment ; — 

**That  iuunuch  ai  Ihii  HenM  hai  re- 
paatedly  dedaied,  by  iu  volet  and  the  reports 
of  ila  comaiUMa,  that  it  ii  beyoKl  tt\e  powei 
of  INtrlianeut  lo  regulate  the  nagu  of  labonr 
in  Ibi*  couairy,  it  u  tnex^ient  and  uiyuit 
to  pau  a  law  to  re|uta|e.  wiih  a  view  ta  raiie 
unnaturally,  the  pnoei  of  food." 

Qveation  put  that  the  worda  "  The  hill 
be  now  read  «  third  time,"  itand  part  of 
the  qveation. 

Sif  Roibert  Ptti  waured  the  hop.  Gen- 
tleniM  (Mr,  Cobdw)  that  be  had  listened 
to  hJMi  Rpo<(  th«t  dcqMioa.  ^*  MPW  all 
atli«r*i  «ith  sr««t  atWntion.  and  though 
bft  diffeiw]  from  h,m  W  the  ccncluajoni 

sbiob  h«  dretVi  he  otmld  npt  inputs  to 
tkitn  toy  upfairaeii  m  the  Dianii<r  of  ad» 
vancins  hia  vie«i,  He  hoped,  hawQTer, 
aliar  the  le«gthen«d  diacuaiion  vhich  thi* 
qnt*|ion  had  already  ttndergofie,  that  the 
h«n.  GeDileman  would  not  think  him 
guiltj  or  diareipect  if  he  abttaincd  from 
entering  at  large  upon  a  topic  which 
would  neceiiarily  haie  the  effect  of 
opening  the  whole  fubject  of  the  Com-    committee   it  waa  competent  for  bii 


«« 


|«w>  again.  The  bon.  Gentleman'a  argu- 
ment wen>  to  thia,  ihal  there  ought  to  be 
no  duty  whatever  upon  the  imporlation  of 
(breiyn  corn,  that  the  whole  of  the  duty 
aught  to  be  aboliahed,  apd  that  corq, 
under  all  circumatancea,  ihould  be  ad- 
miiiad  duty  free-  That  wm  plainly  the 
hap.  Ganllemau'a  object,  becauae  tbe 
terms  ofliia  reaolutiqn  applied  aaalrongly 
against  the  principle  of  aBxed  duty,  as 
tgainat  (he  principle  of  a  Klidiog-tcale. 
No  Gentleman,  therefore,  who  thought 
that  a  fised  duty  was  necettary^  for  tbe 
protection  of  our  domestic  agriculture, 
would  he  at  liberty  to  vote  in  favour  of 


faoilitatipg  tbe  importation  of  fer«^ 
con>.  and  of  contributing  lo  regntate  ila 
price.  At  any  rale,  by  taking  away  the 
sudden  fluetuationa  in  the  amovnl  ol 
duty,  it  would  diminish  the  chances  ol 
great  gaitu  beiw  made  by  piere  apecu? 
latora  and  gamblen  in  corn.  The  hon. 
Gentleman,  therefore,  could  not  juilly 
charge  him  with  showiog  any  diapoat. 
tion  to  conciliate  the  interest  of  those 
—parties  with  whom  he  had  na  concern, 
whose  polilicial  opinions  he  knew  nothing 
of,  and  by  the  promotion  of  whtve  in- 
terests be  could  not  gain  any  advantage. 
Tbe  question  bad  be^n  so  fully  debated  on 
ptevioua  occasion «(  that  he  waa  au re  the 
House  wmild  excuse  him  (or  no|  going 
farther  into  the  subject  on  the  preaent  mv 
casion.  He  bad  proposed  a  nuidi^aatKtn 
of  the  taw — a  modification  which  he  he- 
lieved  a  benc&cial  one,  and  which,  he 
trusted,  was  now  about  to  receife  the 
sanction  of  the  Haute.  H^  hoped  that 
ibe  hon.  Gentleman  Would  not  consider  It 
diareapeoiful  to  himself,  nor  the  House  to 
them,  if,  referring  to  the  stalemeiits  which 
he  mitde  when  the  general  qneation  «M 
before  the  Ho^se,  he  now  stated  that  he 
did  not  consider  it  pecestary  to  eater  inlg 
any  lengthened  diiouiaioa  (o  regaid  to  lb« 
paiticular  proposal  of  the  hon,  Qe^tl^r 
»an. 

Lord  John  Bumil  said,  that  be  did  not 
riaa  fpr  the  purpoee  of  aupporting  the 
motion  of  the  hon.  Qentleman,  which 
seemed  to  him  to  be  as  inconsistent 
with  a  proposal  fop  a  $aed  duty  as  it 
was  with  a  sliding  scale,  he  merely  rote  for 
the  purpote  of  oppoting  the  third  readiqg 
of  this  bill.  Tbe  object  he  had  in  view 
wat  to  obtain  a  fised  duly  of  8s. ; 


propose  a  reduction  of  the  high  duty  of 
30(.,  but  when  they  came  to  the  high 
price  of  66(.,  it  was  impossible  for  him, 
according  to  the  forms  of  the  House,  to 
propaie  that  duty,  It  was,  therefore, 
Uielest  for  bim  to  propose  any  alteration 
in  the  bill ;  neither  a^er  the  opinion 
which  the  House  had  expressed  oo  the 
secoud  reading,  should  be  wish  to  take 
the  sense  of  the  House  on  tbe  third 
reading.  But  in  allowing  the  third  reading 
to  pass,  he  wished  shortly  lo  stale  hia 
opinion  of  the  hill  now  proposed.  He 
thought  that  they  had    bad  experience 


:penence 
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this  amendment,     [t  appeareil  to  bim  that  slidiog  scale.    Instead  of  the  ports  being 
^e  propoetd  lew  would  have  the  effect  of\  opened  to  the  ilI|j>0[t»tie^  of  foreign  grain 


enough,  since  IS28,  of  the  evil 
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in  Kuont  when  il  wai  nc)iiii«d,  Ibey  bad 
•no  hov,  hy  iiisiDi  of  combinalioa,  the 
OiBTkeU  hw)  been  kept  without  a  lupply 
fron  abrwkd,  until  tha  pricw  loae  very 
high,  and  then  *  lirge  anountof  eornwa* 
brought  io,  injuring  lh«  oODSumar  by  an 
artificial  rite  in  the  price,  and  the  (amer 
by  a  liTge  iaflni  of  corn  with  a  tmall  duty; 
Accordingly  he  had  piopoaed  a  fcbeme 
which  be  Ibonght  better  suited  to  the  eir- 
cnenitaneca  of  the  oonniry.  By  that 
•ohaoie  they  would  have  obleined  a 
ragular  trade  in  corn,  and  that  tegn- 
lar  trade  would  benefit  the  sgrioultu- 
riat  aa  much  aa  the  conmmer— tbey  would 
ban  bad  a  trade,  by  which  at  all  tintei 
Ihe  merchant  could  ful  certain  of  a  home 
narket,  and  could  calculate,  not  perhapi 
Io  a  certainly,  but  at  all  eventa  to  a  prob- 
ability, the  price  whieh  he  woeld  reoeive. 
If  a  merchant,  under  the  prepoied  icale, 
deapalebed  an  order  for  corn  to  America, 
when  the  price  wae  63j.,  and  if  the  price 
■henld  fall  to  54>.  before  the  importation 
look  place,  he  would,  under  the  new 
•eale,  auatain  a  Iom  of  \Bt.,  namely,  Bt. 
of  price  and  St.  of  duty ;  while  under  the 
tyilem  of  the  fixed  dnty  propoeed  by  ibe 
lale  Oomnotant,  hii  leu  wouM  only 
amount  to  8t.  on  the  price.  It  appeareq 
to  him,  therefbre,  that  the  illdlng-Kate 
would  itil)  continue  a  system  of  gambling 
inconsistent  with  all  notions  of  wnat  con- 
atltulesrmlar  commerce;  and  thiiaeemed 
to  him  A  aeclsiTe  objection  against  ibe  bUJ 
now  before  the  House,  as  well  as  a|;ainit 
Ibe  system  at  present  In  eiittence.  He 
adtnitted,  that  the  present  bill  was  an  im- 
provement when  contraited  with  the  ex- 
isting law;  but  when  compared  with  the 
laws  which  were  in  operation  from  the 
time  of  the  Revolution  in  1688  down  to 
1800,  it  was  much  worse  than  any  ooro- 
Inw  during  that  period.  During  that  time 
they  had  a  duly  not  exceeding  Si,  e  quar- 
ter, until  the  price  got  very  hl^h.  Ha  did 
not  iliink  the  law  of  1828  at  all  suited 
either  to  the  then  circumstanoe*  of  the 
country,  or  to  the  improved  knowledge  in 
matter*  of  trade  of  the  present  time.  Nor 
vat  that  measure  good  in  itself,  nor  at  all 
Io  be  compared  with  the  law  of  their 
incBBtors,  who  were  in  favour  of  protaciing 
all  manufacturei,  and,  among  other  com- 
modities, ibnt  of  corn.  The  present  bill 
wsi  not,  in  his  opinion,  luited  to  the  cir^ 
eumstaoces  of  the  country,  and  he  had 
Qtver  beard  any  one  assert  that,  in  passing 
it)  they  wer«  laying  the  foundation  for 


tsy  thing  like  a  retJ  or  pannanMt  Mtllt" 
meol  of  the  quMlion.  AH  tbit  it  did  wu 
to  take  away  the  moat  obviow  dsformiliM 
of  the  present  law,  and  by  so  doing  to 
shake  the  authority  of  the  prcseai  by  net 
establishing  a  measure  which  had  any 
chance  of  Iwing  considered  aa  a  real  aei. 
ttement.  Wheueverlhey  wer»  called  on  ta 
make  an  alteration  in  the  duties  on  F^eneh 
silks  and  brandies,  he  fslt  very  sure  that 
they  vrould  have  again  to  alter  this  Con. 
law.  That  time,  in  all  probalulity,  would 
soon  eome  i  and  to  far  he  rejoiced  in  tbe 
passing  of  this  bill,  beoause  it  would  en- 
tirely shake  tha  authority  of  the  present 
law.  He  looked  forward,  in  the  hope  of 
seeing,  very  soon  aAer  the  passing  of  this 
bill,  the  plan  of  a  graduated  seele  altoge. 
Iber  done  away  with,  and  a  ftxed  duly 
esiabtished.  H  e  was  net  one  of  these  who 
thought,  with  the  hen.  Member  Ibr  Stock- 
port, that  there  should  he  no  duty  at  all. 
On  the  contrary,  he  thonght  the  (krmer 
entitled  to  a  moderate  ptotectlon,  bat  not 
with  the  extravagant  new  of  making  Ibtt 
country  indepeudent  of  foreign  supply. 
The  law  of  1628,  which  in  its  emential 
parts  was  now  proposed  to  be  continued, 
was,  in  his  opinion,  a  most  hulty  mode  of 

S'ving  that  protection,  and  be  hoped  that 
e  Ihne  was  not  fn  distant  when  they 
would  be  able  to  eslablieh  a  Com.taw 
founded  oq  those  loupd  principle*  of  trade 
which  regulated  other  commodtttei,  and 
which,  in  refereooe  to  those  other  com- 
modities, tbe  House  bad  adopted  by  laif  a 
majoritiM. 

Mr.  i^Utertsaid,  that  If  his  qobia  Ftriend 
hoped  to  conciliate  his  agricultural  Friend* 
by  his  admisNoo  of  their  titlQ  to  moderate 
protection,  he  thouitht  be  would  ^1,  and 
that  they  would  teU  him  that  if  h«  letlly 
wished  to  protect  them,  he  must  leavf 
tbem  alone,  and  not  as  he  had  just  rerv 
properly  done,  denounce  tbe  messun  nitn 
which  they  had  really  ao  much  reason  to 
be  satisfied.  He,  however,  ww  gUd  to 
hear  that  the  country  would  hara  the  aid 
of  bis  noble  Friend's  energy  io  seeking  to 
repeal  the  imperfect  m«uur«  now  bram 
the  House,  ae  that  might  lead  to  a  system 
more  consistent  with  the  riew*  coRtained 
in  the  motion  of  his  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Stockmrt,  and  egaioBt  which  no 
argument  baa  yet  been  adnutoed.  The 
right  hon,  Baronet  had  disputed  tbe  right 
of  hi*  hon.  Friend  to  quote  Mr,  Huekisaon 
as  on  authority  a^inst  his  hill,  and  had 
referred  to  two  periods  in  Mr.  Hu«kiMOB> 
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life,  in  1622  and  182S,  vhea  he  tpproved 
of  n  mduated  scale;  but,  &s  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemoa  hod  atated,  uid  trulf, 
that  this  country  had  not  the  misfbrtuue 
of  loetng  Mr.  HuakuBon  till  1830,  he 
might  bare  remembered  that  ia  that  year 
Mr.  HusldaaoD  made  hia  laat  speech  ;  and 
if  the  rigbt  hon.  Baronet  would  refer  to  it, 
he  would  find,  that  a  speech  more  appro- 
priate for  his  hou.  Friend  to  quote  could 
not  be  found,  for  it  is  there  that  Mr.  Hus- 
kisaoD  takes  his  last  and  deliberate  new  of 
the  state  of  the  country,  and  concludes 
earnestly  and  confidently  thai  the  existing 
system  of  protection  ana  taxation  could  not 
continue.  He  there  refers  to  the  Corn- 
taws,  and  declares,  that  whatever  public 
grounds  there  might  be  (6t  their  support, 
yet  they  certainly  bad  the  effect  of  rainng 
the  pnce  of  aubeistence  to  the  people,  and 
thereby,  together  with  our  system  of  col- 
lecttng  rerenue  by  taxing  expenditure, 
pressed  upon  the  produclive  classes  in  a 
manner  tnat  could  not  much  longer  be 
borne.  He  aid,  that  the  Cam-laws  and 
other  taxes  had  then  the  tendency  of  lo- 
wering profits  and  reducing  wages,  while 
it  increased  the  fortune  of  the  unproduc- 
tive consumer.  It  was  in  that  speech  that 
Mr.  Hnskisaon  pointed  to  the  condition 
which  we  were  then  in,  and  declared,  that 
unlets  the  taxes  were  shifted,  or  the  pro- 
tective system  altered,  that  we  could  not 
collect  the  revenue.  What  my  hon,  Friend 
contends  for  is,  that  you  cannot  justly 
raise  the  price  of  food  without  raising  the 
wages  of  labour  ;  and  if  you  abandon  the 
intention  of  doing  the  lutter,  you  ought 
uot  to  attempt  the  former ;  and  most  surely 
that  you  ought  not  to  raise  the  price  of 
food  by  means  that,  of  necessity,  causes  the 
fiUl  in  the  rate  of  wages,  for  that  is  the 
effect  of  the  Corn.law  on  the  condition  of 
the  people  at  present;  they  have  been 
and  are  suffering  from  a  high  price  of  food, 
and  from  a  serious  bll  in  wages,  and  after, 
as  my  bon.  Friend  has  said,  you  have  fre- 
quently refused  to  entertain  the  most  dis- 
tant notion  of  legislating  for  the  rise  of 
wages.  The  consequence  of  the  present 
billwill  be,  to  continue  that  system,  and  be 
could  not  let  it  pass  without  expresung 
faia  UDqualified  condemnation  of  it.  It 
seemed  to  him  wholly  unsuited  to  the  exi- 

fency  which  rendered  any  change  necessary, 
t  was  not  recommended  by  any  experience 
whicii  the  agriculturist  nad  of  the  old 
law — it  was  not  recommended  by  the  ex- 
perience on  which  the  community  com- 
plained of  it.     He  beliered  that  it  would 


satisfy  nobody,  that  it  would  relieve  no- 
body, and  it  was  his  firm  conriction  that 
there  was  not  one  evil  which  could  be 
traced  to  the  old  law  during  the  last  fire 
years,  that  would  not  hare  Allowed  under 
the  present  had  it  existed.  It  had  the 
same  feulty  purpose  in  riew,  and  the  same 
mischievous  principle  to  give  it  effect. 
The  same  absurd  fancy,  or  intended  object 
was  maintained,  of  making  us  depenaeot 
for  food  upon  our  own  eoil,  after  it  had 
been  proved,  that  we  could  not  produce  an 
adequate  supply,  and  that  our  population 
was  hourly  itaureasiog.  V^liile  with  this 
scale  of  duties,  ratyiog  with  circumstances, 
which  it  was  said  fraudulent  persons  could 
control,  causing  uooertaioty,  which  baffled 
all  the  calculatiODSof  growers  or  merchants 
either  in  Poland  or  America,  who  might 
otherwise  supply  iie.  This,  then,  would 
lead  to  all  the  resulta  which  had  been  ex- 
perienced before — they  would  be  obliged 
to  buy  suddenly,  at  high  prices,  in  near 
marketa,  and  which  would  be  attended 
with  all  the  consequences  of  an  export  of 
bullion,  a  consequent  rise  in  the  value  of 
moner  at  home,  a  depredation  of  goods, 
and  all  that  embarrassment  and  depression 
which  we  were  experiencinc,  and  which  of 
necessity  must  occur,-  ana  when  he  re- 
flected upon  the  misery,  sacrifice,  end  ruin 
which  this  had  brought  upon  the  produc- 
tive classes  of  this  country,  and  when  he 
believed  that  no  intelligent  man,  unbiassed 
by  interest,  doubted  the  connection  of  these 
laws  with  these  results,  he  could  hardly 
repress  his  indignation  at  such  an  abortion 
of  a  measure  as  this  being  produced  to 
meet  such  a  state  of  things  as  existed  in 
the  country  ;  and  be  thought  that  it  de- 
serred  to  be  styled,  as  it  had  been  when 
first  delivered,  and  since  in  so  many  peti- 
tions, as  a  mere  mockery  of  the  sufieringa 
of  the  people.  He  knew  It  was  said  hy 
some  on  his  side  that  it  was  an  improve- 
ment, and  that  more  food  would  come  in  ; 
but  they  ought  to  do  more  than  say  this 
to  satisfy  him,  they  ought  to  show  that 
more  food  would  be  produced,  for  unless 
that  was  done,  the  people  here  would  not 
he  benefitted,  for  their  condition  was  now, 
that  they  had  to  exchan^  their  labour 
against  a  constentlv  diminishing  quantity 
of  food.  Now,  with  this  lBw,,did  anybody 
beliere  that  one  grain  more  would  he 
grown  for  this  market,  or  any  expense 
incurred  in  facilitating  the  conveyance 
of  it  to  this  country.  If  no  more  food 
was  grown  for  this  country,  if  there 
was  more    to   be   introduceu,  it  would 
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be  tke  food  grown  for  other  people,  and 
the  price  would  riae  abroad,  and  if  that 
was  the  c«e,  how  could  it  come  at  the 
duty  which  it  was  iatended  to  lerr.  He 
heard  it  itsted,  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
was  as  much  alive  as  any  man  to  the  evils 
of  the  law,  but  that  he  had  proposed  all 
that  he  could  carry,  and  that  he  was  help- 
less in  the  matter — tliat  his  party  would 
not  allow  him  to  do  more.  But  really  he 
had  nerer  heard  any  of  those  hon.  Gentle- 
men who  sit  around  him  say  this :  as  far 
as  they  were  coDcerned,  they  seemed  dis- 
posed to  go  whererer  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
would  lead  them,  and  the  House  had  no 
reason  to  believe,  that  if  he  had  submitted 
a  more  efficient  measure,  that  it  would  not 
hare  been  supported  by  his  Friends.  They 
seemed,  iade«],  to  be  a  peculiarly  docile 
party,  and  made  fewer  difficulties  in 
changing  their  riewi  than  most  men. 
They  had  never  said  a  word  in  that  House 
against  the  hon.  Baronet's  liberal  views, 
and  he  doubted  not,  that  they  entirely 
coincided  with  them.  If,  however,  it  is 
true  they  would  obstruct  him  in  pursuing 
■  more  enlarged  policy,  why  let  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  if  he  is  convinced  that  he  is 
right,  and  that  the  country  requires  a  dif- 
ferent measure — let  him  throw  himself 
upon  the  country,  and  let  him  depend 
upon  the  popular  Mrty  for  support  If  he 
did  that,  who  could  supersede  him  7  Most 
cordially  would  he  receive  the  support  of 
every  Liberal  on  that  side,  and  he  would 
thus  render  great  service  to  his  country. 
But  if  his  Friends  were  unreasonable, 
what  could  thev  do  without  him  ?  Could 
the  Members  for  Essex,  or  Lincoln,  or 
Berkshire,  form  a  Government  of  their 
own  ?  or  could  any  man  replace  him  on 
his  own  side  if  he  threw  up  the  Govern- 
ment. What  reason  was  there  then,  for 
this  imperfect  measure  that  he  offers  us  ? 
There  was  only  one  justification  that  he 
could  think  of,  which  was,  that  the  coo- 
ititnency  of  this  country,  entruited  with 
the  important  privilege  of  returning  Mem- 
bers to  this  House  to  legislate  for  the 
community  at  large  preferred  to  return 
men  to  serve  their  own  interests,  and  if 
this  is  the  case,  it  is  a  moat  important 
matter  for  the  community  to  consider  ;  for 
that  certainly  was  not  the  purpoee  for 
which  the  franchise  was  confided  to  them. 
But  if  these  surmises  are  incorrect,  can 
such  legislation  he  justified  on  any  national 
or  pubhc  ground  !  There  is  hut  one,  and 
to  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  usually 
resorts,— namely,  that  it  is  to  escape  de- 
pendence on  foreign  soils,  and  to  become 
VOL.  LXIL    iJSlj 
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dependent  on  our  own.  But  whatanswer, 
he  asked,  was  that  to  those  who,  being 
dependent  upon  our  own  soil,  are  le^ 
without  food  ?  They  have  depended  upon 
you  to  provide  them  with  food,  and  woat 
state  has  this  country  been  in  for  four 
years  past  ?  What  is  the  good  of  telling 
people,  that  in  time  of  war  they  might  not 
be  able  to  get  food  from  abroad,  when  they 
find  themselves  by  this  self-dependence 
deprived  of  food  in  time  of  peace  ?  The 
preat  mass  of  the  people  have  either  to 
depend  upon  the  landowners  of  this  coun- 
try or  those  of  the  continent  to  supply 
them  adec|uately  with  food  —  they  have 
found  their  own  lands  do  not  produce 
enough,  and  they  ask  to  be  allowed  to  seek 
it  elsewhera  This  hill,  then,  offered  an 
impediment  to  this  natural  claim  of  the 
people—a  restriction  unwise  at  all  times, 
and  peculiarly  unjust  and  crnel  at  this 
time — and  heartily  concurring  in  the  prin- 
ciple of  his  hon.  Friend's  amendment,  he 
should  cordially  oppose  the  bill  before  the 
House;  and  he  sincerely  hoped,  that  if  it 
did  pass  into  law,  that  tne  people  who  had 
sought  to  abolish  the  old  law  would  consi- 
der that  it  remained  unimproved,  and 
would  as  zealously  seek  its  repeal  as  before. 
Sir  J.  Tyrrell  said,  that  his  abject  in 
rising  was  to  answer  the  accuaations  made, 
both  in  and  out  of  the  House,  antnst  the 
Members  representing  the  agricultural  in- 
terest, in  renrence  to  their  conduct  in  sup- 
porting the  measure  proposed  br  Govern- 
ment. They  had  been  accused  of  sacri- 
ficing the  interests  of  the  agriculturists  at 
the  shrine  of  political  principle,  p'  Hear, 
hear,  and  lattghter."^  He  understood  that 
cheer,  but  it  aid  not  affect  him,  because  he 
had  appeared  before  his  constituents  who 
had  approved  of  his  conduct  in  reference 
to  the  question  under  discussion.  Thiee- 
fourths  of  his  constituents,  by  a  show  of 
bands  declared  in  his  fovour ;  onlv  one  in- 
dividual held  up  hie  hand  on  toe  other 
side,  and  he  had  called  on  him  to  explain 
himself.  He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  be  agreed  on  one  point  with  an  hon. 
Gentleman  who  was  once  the  greatest 
ornament  of  the  Radical  Bench — the  late 
Member  for  Southwark  (Mr.  Harvey). 
That  gentleman  rejoiced  that  the  Conser- 
vative party  were  in  power.  Why?  Be- 
cause he  believed  the  Whigs  would  then 
concede  what  they  would  never  have 
granted  in  office.  That  was  the  reason 
why  he  gave  his  vote  against  his  con- 
scientious conviction.  It  was  all  very  well 
to  say,  "  Turn  out  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
at  the  head  ei  the  Goremment,  but  he 
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wiifaed  to  know,  if  they  shonld  do  bo,  vho 
tlie  penoDs  wen  that  would  be  likely  to 
succeed  him  !  Id  regard  to  the  tariff,  be  ad- 
mitted that  an  nnirerBal  panic  had  aeiced 
(be  agricultunstd  Id  reference  to  it.  He 
knew  that  the  right  hoo.  Baronet  had 
got  unaDswerable  arguments  on  tho«e  parls 
of  the  tariff  which  were  thought  to  be  the 
greatest  grierance.  The  other  night  the 
right  hoD.  Baronet  almoBt  obatructed  the 
order  of  the  proceedings  id  the  House  for 
the  purpose  of  preseotiog  a  petition  from 
Ireland  which  he  thought  greatly  tended 
to  support  those  rietrs  upon  the  tariff 
which  the  right  hoo.  Baronet  had  put  be- 
fore the  country.  Before  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  ended  his  obserrationa  in  pre- 
•entinK  the  petition,  they  so  coincided 
with  tbe  news  of  boQ.  Gentlemen  on  the 
OppoaitioQ  Benches,  that  they  absolutely 
drowned  the  closing  remarks  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  with  their  cheers  of  appro- 
bation. This  excited  bta  curiosity,  and  he 
read  tbe  last  few  lines,  or  what  was  tuI- 
garly  called  the  prayer  of  the  petitioo,  and 
ft  was  to  this  effect,  protection  to  all 
classes  of  the  community.  In  that  prio- 
ciple  he  himself  entirely  coincided  ;  i  ' 
taking  that  view  of  the  case,  he 
fitssed,  he  was  lurprised,  at  witnessing  the 

Ct  approbation  which  tbe  right  hon. 
met  receired  from  hon.  Members  oppo- 
site on  that  occasion.  He  did  not  join  in 
tbe  opinions  entertained  by  the  noble  Lord 
(Lord  Palmerston)  the  late  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affiurs,  who  looked  forward  to  the 
advantage,  by  an  alteration  of  the  tariff, 
of  eujoying  a  buffalo  iteak,  instead  of  a 
beef  steak,  in  tbe  torrid  sone.  He  might 
be  told  that  be  wss  afraid  a  buffalo's 
rump  would  supersede  a  round  of  beef. 
{_"  laug/iier."']  Hon.  Gentlemen  might 
ridicule  his  feais  ;  but  this  be  would  say, 
to  thort  who  threatened  the  county  Mem- 
bers with  being  called  to  an  account  at  the 
hustings  for  baring  sacrificed  the  interest  of 
the  agriculturists  in  supporting  the  Corn- 
bill,  that  they  were  mistaken.  Whatever 
ridicule  he  and  his  friends  might  exposi 
themselres  to,  and  whatever  motives  might 
be  imputed  to  them— however  they  might 
be  taunted  tbat  this  bill  would  not  he  a 
final  measure,  and  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
J.  Russell)  had  said  that  the  right ' 
Baronet  was  only  paltering  with  uie 
jcct,  he  was  prepared  on  bis  own  part,  and 
on  the  part  of  a  great  majority  of  tbe 
county  he  represented.tosay,  if  the  figures 
of  tbe  right  bon.  Baronet  should  not  be 
tbat  protectiou  which  he  had  told  them 
would   te   infiGkirt,    bat    vUcb    they 


thoQght  would  not  be  sufficient,  and  if 
they  should  wade  through  that  dlstrsaa 
which  theagriculturists  apprehended,  then 
that  the  agriculturists  and  those  wbo 
represented  them  would  come  forward  and 
declare  that  this  Corn-bill  shonld  not  bs 
a  final  measure.  [CAeeri  Jrom  the  Oppo* 
nlian.'y  Hs  had  no  objection  to  those 
cheers.  On  the  one  hand,  the  Gentlemen 
op|)08ite  said  that  he  and  thoee  who  agreed 
with  him,  must  go  on  making conoesnons; 
they  hailed  tbe  tariff  and  tlw  Corn-bill  U 
measures  that  cut  the  ground  from  under 
the  feet  of  the  agriculturists.  Tbe  Frtenda 
of  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  J,  Russell)  bad 
said,  that  the  noble  Lord  mads  the  greatest 
mistake  that  ever  a  great  statesrosD  mad* 
in  butting  his  head  against  the  wbea^eaf. 
The  noble  Lord  bad  had  time  for  refleo> 
tion  since  then,  and  the  proportion  which 
he  DOW  held  out  to  the  agricultural  interest 
was,  that  he  was  prepared  to  restore  all 
those  old  taxes  which  had  been  repealed 
since  the  war.  If  her  Majesty  should  bs 
pleased  to  send  for  the  noble  Lord  in  the 
event  of  "our"  turning  out  ibe  right  boo. 
Baronet,  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  noble 
Lord's  sagacity— notwithstanding  the  do. 
hie  Lord  bad  stated,  when  proportioning 
the  constitueocies  under  the  Reform  Bill, 
that  it  was  his  intention  to  give  a  pi«- 
ponderance  to  the  agricultural  interest- 
would  direct  him  again  to  bis  &vourita 
Corn-bill.  He  was  quite  aware  that  the 
ammgHnentoftheconstitusncy  by  the  no- 
ble Lord  was  the  rock  on  which  the  nobI« 
Lord  split :  but  he  remembered  hearing 
tbe  noble  Ixird  declare  that  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  give  a  prepondetaoce  to  tbe  agricul- 
tural interest.  The  noble  Lord  shook  bis 
head;  but  he  was  perfectly  aware,  tbat 
the  noUe  Lord  did  not  intend  to  give  so 
great  a  preponderance  to  that  interest. 
And  altbougo  be  and  other  hon.  Members 
on  the  Ministerial  side  of  the  House  might 
be  accused  of  being  as  dull  as  tha  animal 
that  browsed  on  the  thistle,  still  their  sim- 
plicity WM  not  so  great  as  to  agree  to  tbe 
noble  Lord  being  restored  to  power.  It  was 
said  in  the  East,  that  when  they  crossed 
the  desert  they  put  a  donkey  in  the  front, 
^Laughlerr\  for  the  purpose  of  regulating 
tlie  pace.  I'he  donkey  was  the  regulator. 
There  were  Geotlemeu  on  botb  sides  of 
the  House  who  had  been  in  India,  and 
who  had  crossed  the  desert ;  tbey  could 
give  some  more  particular  ioformstion 
upon  tbe  subject,  and  would,  no  doubt 
confirm  his  vie wx.  The  right  bon.  Gen- 
tleman, the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-.q 
cbaquM,  bad  in  bis  budget  proposed  M 
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altentioo  of  the  da^  oa  the  uimab  to 
wfatch  be  had  juat  bMD  refemDg.  He  did 
not  mean  to  coiniMre  tbe  right  boo.  Geo* 
tleman  to  a  donkey ;  but  this  he  did  Bay, 
that  hia  propoeilioD  to  reliere  the  finaDcial 
difficuitiea  of  the  country  wai  utterly  ud- 
vrorthy  of  a  great  StateBmau.  Although 
the  House  might  hare  derived  dome  intrth 
from  the  maoDer  io  wbicb  he  had  stated 
hia  seDtimenta,  stilt  the  subject  wai  ooe  of 
M)  grave  a  character,  and  tboce  irhoK  pro- 
pertiei  they  were  dealing  with  io  such  a 
at&te  of  trepidation  and  atarm,  that  he  coo- 
ftaaed,  although  he  vaa  about  to  support 
the  measure  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  he 
Gid  BO  aolely  because  be  coDsidered,  under 
bII  the  drcumstances,  be  was  acting  the 
best  for  tbe  iatereetB  of  agriculture,  and 
l>eGause  he  oould  not  see  hov  he  could 
IwtteT  himself  by  taldng  tbe  chance  of  any 
measure  that  might  be  propused  by  the 
noble  Lord  and  bis  party  opposite.  Although 
the  noble  Loid  might  (tatter  himself,  ihat 
by  a  combination  of  miscellaneous  party, 
formed  out  of  those  who  irere  opposed  lo 
a  Com -law  and  ao  Income-tax,  ne  might 
regain  an  ascendency,  yet  he  could  aasure 
the  noble  Lord,  that  whenever  the  time 
should  arnre  for  him  to  make  an  appeal  to 
the  country,  such  would  be  the  effect  of 
the  opinions  which  the  noUe  Lord  enter- 
tained respecting  the  Corn-law  on  the 
Diindi  of  the  community,  that  instead  of 
(pining  itreogth,  be  would  find  himself 
mdnoM  U)  a  very  considerably  smaller 
intnorltT- 

Mr.  Ward  would  not  attempt  to  follott 
hii  hon.  Friend  i«hO  had  just  sat  down  in 
bin  attempt  to  reconeila  bit  intended  con> 
duct  with  his  professed  principles.  In 
ooe  of  the  argumenta  of  his  hon.  Friend, 
be  alltided  (0  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, but  he  did  not  say  whether  it 
was  to  the  present  or  to  the  late  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Eachequer  that  be  referred. 
He  did  not  understand  how  the  panllel 
which  hia  bon.  Friend  had  attempted  lo 
draw  between  putting  a  certain  doll  animal 
in  advance  in  the  East  nnd  tbe  budget  of 
t  Chancellor  of  the  Eichequer— whether 
the  present  or  the  late  one — applied.  Tbe 
donkey  (till  remained  unappropriated.  He 
did  not  exactly  see  the  parity  of  the  two 
«BMl,  and,  therefore,  leaving  that  part  of 
bil  hon.  Friend's  speech,  he  would  turn 
10  lhat  which  bore  more  immediately  upon 
the  Bobjcct  before  tbe  House,  and  consider 
what  hii  hot).  Friend  had  advanced  in 
defence  and  support  of  his  own  con- 
iistency  in  voting  for  this  bill.  He  bad 
•taltd  my  hJrly  that  iht  tbtitp  wtakh 


had  been  brought  against  him  by  his  con- 
stituents— and  it  was  a  charge  not  brought 
against  him  only,  but  against  all  tboHo 
County  Members  who  were  acting  with 
—was  the  gross  ioconBisleney  of  sup- 
porting a  measure  which  they  admitted 
they  would  bave  scouted  if  it  had  originated 
with  <be  noble  Lord  near  him  (Lord  John 
Ruastll),  instead  of  with  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  whom  they  so  willingly  followed. 
[Cheers.]  He  was  happy  to  bear  that 
those  hon.  Gentlemen  acquiesced  in  that 
reason.  They  looked  to  men  and  not  to 
principle.  They  bad  no  principle.  They 
iiad  no  principle  whatsoever.  He  might 
go  through  tbe  whole  series  of  hustinga 
speeches  made  at  the  last  election,  and 
through  every  appeal  made  to  the  agricul 
tural  coDstituenciea  in  the  kingdom  by 
every  individual  who  sat  on  the  Miniilerial 
side  of  the  House,  and  he  would  defy  any 
one  of  them  to  show  him  any  one  sen- 
tence,  emanating  from  any  one  of  (hose 
Gentlemen,  which  held  out  the  slightest 
indication  of  an  accjuietcence  in  the  very 
measure  they  were  now  supporting.  Let 
hon.  Gentlemen  contradict  it  if  they 
could.  He  would  challenge  every  one  of 
them.  Tbe  noble  Lord  tbe  Member  for 
North  Laocasbira  (Lord  Stanley)  in  hia 
speech  at  Lancaster  ridiculed  th«  very 
idea  of  dealing  with  tbe  Com-laws :  so 
did  all  tbe  bon.  Gentleman  opposita, down 
from  the  first  Bench  lo  the  second,  the 
third,  and  the  fourth ;  not  one  of  them 
held  out  the  Blighteat  proBpeot  that  they 
would  ever  acquiesce  in  such  a  change  in 
the  Corn-laws  a*  they  were  now  prepared 
to  support.  Every  man  on  that  (the  Mi- 
nisterial) side  of  the  House  deoonoced 
the  then  existing  Government  as  the  bit- 
terest enemy  of  the  agriculturists,  because 
it  bad  ventured  to  propose  an  alteration 
io  the  Corn-laws,  absolutely  indispenaa- 
ble  under  the  circumstances  of  the  coun- 
try, whereas  now  be  had  tbe  pleasnre  of 
bearing  several  of  the  constituents  of  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Essex  (Sir 
John  Tyrrell)  tell  him  within  tbe  last  week 
thai  they  would  sooner  have  had  an  8f. 
Fixed  duty  than  the  present  sliding- scale, 
with  tbe  tariff,  and  tbe  Income-lax  on  the 
lop  of  it.  That  was  tbe  position  in  whioh 
the  representstives  of  the  agiicnltural  con- 
stituencies, with  a  single  exception,  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  North  Lincoln- 
shire (Lord  Worsley),  to  whose  consist, 
ency  honourable  testimony  had  been  borne 
that  evening,  stood  in  tlie  House  of  Com- 
raoaa.  Tbi  bon.  Mu^i  tn  Eh«  hia- 
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eir  admitted,  that  coniiitenc;  wai  a  very 
pleasant  thin£,  and  regretted  that  it  was 
a  pleasure  which  be  could  not  indulge 
in  But  what  did  hit  inconsistency,  and 
that  oF  those  near  him  suggest?  It  lug- 
getted  the  refleclion  that  they  end  ihe 
party  whom  they  supported  had  come 
into  power  under  false  pretences.  His 
hon.  Friend  (Sir  J.  Tyrrell)  had  tallred  of 
the  noble  Lord  (Lord  John  RusEell)  but< 
ting  his  head  against  the  wheatsheBf. 
What  was  ihe  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 
Robert  Peel)  doing  now  ?  What,  if  those 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  dared  to  spetdt 
out  their  sentiments,  was  the  language 
they  would  use  respecting  this  very 
measure  they  were  going  to  support? 
Take  the  hon.  Member  for  Essex,  for 
instaoce,  what   was  the   justiGcation  he 

{lut  forth  at  (he  meeting  at  Chelms- 
ord  ?  The  hon.  Member  said,  that  all  hit 
leadera  had  deserted  him  ;  that  one  noble 
Duke  had  lost  his  confidence  because  he 
had  accepted  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet,  and 
was  never  worth  any  thing  afterwards. 
That  W8B  the  Duke  of  Buckingham. 
Another  noble  Duke  (the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mood)  bad  met  him  (Sir  J.  Tyrrell)  in  the 
lobby  of  the  House,  and  observed  to  him 
that,  although  he  disliked  the  Corn-law 
exceedinglv,  yet  the  noble  Duke  would 
recommend  him  (Sir  John  Tyrrell)  to  take 
it.  That  was  the  account  which  the  hon. 
Baronet  gave  of  his  leaders,  and  he  said 
of  himself  that,  being  an  humble  indi- 
vidnal — for  the  boa.  Baronet  did  not  pro- 
fess to  put  himself  in  the  front  rank,  even 
upon  the  eastern  principle — that  being  an 
bumble  individual,  ha  was  unable  to  find 
leaders  in  whom  he  conld  place  confidence. 
These  two  noble  Dukes  had  abandoned 
the  agriculturista  allogelher.  The  right 
hoR.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Dorchester 
(Sir  James  Graham)  was  disqualified  for 
replacing  them,  for  he  was  unhappily  iden- 
tified with  this  ill-starred  and  fatal  bill. 
The  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Lanca- 
shire (Lord  Stanley)  was  in  the  same 
painful  coodition.  The  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 
John  Tyrrell)  and  the  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
the  Ministerial  side  of  the  House  were, 
therefore, compelled  to  support  this  odious 
and  most  indefensible  measure  aa  they 
regarded  it,  upon  the  principle  of  not 
falling  out  of  the  frying-pan  into  the  fire. 
That  was  the  principle  upon  which  ihislaw 
would  be  parsed.  It  took  away  all  idea  of 
stability  from  the  law.  The  hon.  Baronet 
had  himself  disclaimed  all  idea  of  finality. 
The  right  boa.  Baronet  the  Member  for 


Dorchester  did  the  same.  Those  who  sat 
on  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House  did 
the  same  thing,  but  upon  a  very  different 
principle.  It  was  said  that  this  measure 
was  to  be  8  settlement  of  the  question. 
There  never  was  so  paltry  or  contemptible 
an  attempt !  It  was  perfectly  absurd  to 
talk  of  its  being  a  settlement.  Nobody 
assented  to  it.  N<^dy  dreamt  of  its  being 
anything  of  the  kind.  It  was  only  the  be- 
ginning of  a  series  of  agitations,  and  party 
conflicts  upon  a  question,  which  ought  to 
be  settled,  became  of  the  vast  pecuniary 
interests  which  it  involved,  —  cooflicta 
upon  a  question  which,  it  was  his  con- 
vicIioD,  might  have  been,  and  would  have 
been,  settled  by  the  late  Government,  if 
hon.  Members  on  the  Ministerial  benches 
had  not  thrown  overboard,  for  party  pur- 
poses, the  measure  proposed  to  them.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet,  on  the  other  hand, 
had  settled  nothing  and  disturbed  every- 
thing. The  arrangement  proposed  was 
equally  unsatisractory  to  those,  whose  pe- 
culiar interests  hon.  Members  on  the  Mi- 
nisterial side  professed  to  represent,  and 
to  those  who  sat  on  hia  (Mr.  Ward's)  side 
of  the  House.  The  agricultural  Members 
indeed  supported  it,  but  at  no  distant 
period  they  would  find  it  a  difficult  mat- 
ter to  reconcile  their  professions  to  their 
constituents  with  their  conduct  in  that 
House.  They  no  doubt  hoped  to  find 
support  elsewhere,  but  if  wise,  they  would 
trust  to  time  for  making  their  peace,  and 
not  put  forward  any  pretentions  to  con- 
sistency. The  speech  of  his  hon.  Friend 
(Sir  John  Tyrrell)  was  the  best  proof  of 
the  danger  of  such  an  experiment.  He 
could  not  succeed  in  that  House  as  he 
had  in  Essex;  he  could  not  throw  dust 
in  their  eyes  as  he  did  in  the  eyes  of 
those  who  held  up  their  hands  is  his 
favour  at  Chelmsford.  Trading  upon  the 
panic  fears  of  his  constituents,  hia  hon. 
Friend  succeeded  in  getting  a  reluctant 
vote  in  favour  of  his  conduct,  by  threaten- 
ing the  farmers  with  the  ghost  of  the 
late  Ministry.  But  here,  in  the  House 
of  Cummons,  they  knew  how  matters 
stood.  They  knew  that  principle  bad 
very  little  to  do  with  the  matter:  that 
Gentlemen  who  supported  the  Govern- 
meni  looked  to  the  success  of  their  party, 
and  to  very  little  besides  ;  and  that  though 
they  came  into  power  professing  one  set 
of  principles,  they  were  quite  ready  to 
carry  out  another  set  of  principles,  which 
had  been  forced  upon  them  by  the  in-  ':C 
fluence  of  those,  whom  they  were  moat 
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hiMlile  to.  He  (Hr.  Ward)  was  perfectly 
■atiiGed  with  this  ttaie  of  things.  In  the 
couTte  boD.  Gentlemen  on  the  Minis- 
terial lide  were  now  pursuiog,  be  saw  pub- 
lic opinion  going  on  steidily.  Even  his 
bon.  Friend  (Sir  John  Tjrrell)  wai  re- 
luctantly yielding  to  its  iofluence.  He 
never  eipected/o  be  reduced  to  the  humi- 
liating necessity  of  justifying  a  vote  in 
favour  of  a  modification  of  the  Corn-lftw. 
The  stone  had  been  set  rolling.  He  had 
admitted  the  principle,  that  the  protected 
interests  were  no  longer  to  form  that 
Mcred  alliance  which  they  maintained  ell 
last  Session.  He  (elt  that  he  mast  con- 
cede something  to  other  interests.  He 
had  admitted,  that  great  concessions  must 
be  made  as  the  price  for  the  possession  of 
power  in  this  country.  Now  he  was  very 
glad  at  all  tbii.  These  concessions  never 
wookl  have  been  made  to  the  Whig  party. 
They  were  made  by  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite to  their  own  Tory  party,  as  the  con- 
dition of  their  maiotaiDing  power.  This 
power  they  certainly  would  maintain,  but 
at  a  very  considerable  sacrifice  of  character. 
[Cria  of"  No,  no."]  Yesl  at  a  very 
considerable  sacrifice  of  character  for 
oonsistency ;  because  every  body  must  re- 
collect the  language  which  was  used  by 
that  party  in  the  House  of  Commons  last 
year.     Then   all   the  protecting  interests 

{oined  hands,  and  formed  a  mighty  pha- 
anx.  The  monopolists  in  corn  said,  we 
must  support  the  monopolists  in  sugar, 
and  the  monopolists  in  limber,  and 
every  other  kind  of  monopoly,  down  to 
the  most  insignificant,  or  we  never  can 
hope  to  stand  onrselves.  There  was 
■omething  intelligible  in  this.  The  mono- 
polists put  the  advocates  of  free-trade 
(town.  They  hod  everything  their  own 
way  at  the  election ;  tbey  returned  such  a 
majority  as  had  seldom  been  seen  in  that 
House  before.  But  now  what  did  they 
do?  Did  they  attempt  to  carry  out  any 
one  principle  they  before  professed?  Did 
they  ground  upon  this  tbeir  claim  to 
public  confidence  ?  No ;  they  stood  upon 
the  individual  charecUr  of  their  leader, 
and  he  stood  upon  a  perfect  abnegation 
of  all  those  principles  on  which  they  pro- 
fessed that  be  was  to  take  office.  He 
(Mr.  Ward)  was  well  content  with  that 
bargain,  because  he  saw  bis  own  principles, 
by  means  of  it,  gaining  the  upper  hand  in 
■  modified  way.  And  now  that  (the  Mi- 
nisterial party)  bad  abandoned  their  prin- 
ciple of  monopoly,  they  never  would  be 
aUomd  to  ro-iiKrt  it.    Tbey  could  not  do 
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it.  They  were  pledged  upon  the  Tariff*. 
Their  own  leader  stood  pledged  as  an  ho- 
nourable man  to  abide  by  its  principle,  and 
to  make  no  considerable  alierations  even 
in  its  details.  They  might  petition,  they 
might  hold  ont  in  terrorem  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  J.  Russell)  as  a  reason,  or  as 
a  palliation,  for  giving  their  anpport  to  the 
present  Ministry,  but  the  bon.  Gentlemen, 
who  now  gsve  that  anpport,  must  go  on, 
or  public  opinion  would  desert  them,  and 
then  they  would  have  nothing  to  stand 
upon  at  all,  for  tbey  were  already  totally 
destitute  of  any  principle  of  their  own. 
They  could  not  resume  the  ground  they 
occupied  last  year,  for  they  hsd  no  one 
principle  left,  of  all  those,  which  they  then 
put  forward.  [Oreal  cries  of  "  No,  no."l 
Well,  if  they  had  a  principle,  let  them 
state  it.  It  ought  to  be  carefully  pre- 
served as  a  precious  relic,  for  never  had 
public  professions  been  more  fiagranily 
violated  in  the  whole  history  of  party 
contests  in  this  country,  than  they 
bad  by  the  conduct  of  those  hon. 
Members  who  were  now  forming  the 
rosjority  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  As 
to  the  bill  before  the  House,  be  did  not 
care  whether  he  voted  for  it  at  all.  He  was 
not  answerable  for  it.  He  did  not  ap- 
prove of  it,  though  he  thought  it  was 
some  improvement  upon  the  existing  sys- 
tem. He  was  not  afraid  of  the  conse- 
quences, even  of  a  free-trade  in  corn,  to 
those  cold  clays  and  bad  soils  which  pure 
psiriotism  alone  bad  no  doubt  induced 
the  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  John  Tyrrell)  to 
bring  into  cultivation,  though  some  might 
suspect  that  the  cultivation  uf  such  bad 
liod  bad  been  caused  by  the  false,  and 
delusive  bopM  held  out  to  the  land- 
owners fay  the  old  Corn -law.  It  was  ob- 
vious, that  those  bad  lands  mast  at  some 
time  go  out  of  wheat  cultivation,  under 
a  state  of  things  to  which  tbey  were  now 
happily  advancing.  He  did  not  believe, 
that  the  present  bill  would  be  a  permanent 
settlement  of  the  question,  yet  he  thought 
it  would  do  some  good.  He  hoped,  that 
the  anticipations  entertained  by  the  leader 
of  the  party  opposite  would  be  realised. 
He  was,  however,  far  from  believing  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  It  might  have  the 
effect  of  letting  a  little  more  corn  come 
into  this  country,  but,  if  be  voted  for  it 
at  all,  he  should  only  da  so  to  mark  his 
dissent  from  the  doctrines  of  the  agp-i- 
cultnrists,  and  in  resistance  to  the  opin- 
ions which  they  still  professed  to  en- 
tertain,   the   fight   boD.  Barooet  (Sir 
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Robert  Peel)  wai  dresdid  bj  hii  tery  tup- 
porlera  u]  being  e  free  iTsder  in  his  heart,  j 
Hi|  principle!  were  latpected  by  ibem, 
ind  lbs  only  reouiii  whj  they  gave  tap- ! 
port  to  meuuTes,  which  they  themielvei 
detested,  wii,  beeaaie  they  Tesred  thei 
there  tnight  be  soraething  still  worse  he- 
bind.  They  might  fall  into  the  bands  of 
tbe  noble  Lord  (Lord  John  Russell).  There 
[Dig;ht  be  an  it.,  or  eTta  a  5f.  duty,  no< 
body  could  leU.  And  when  they  met  to 
tallc  at  county  mastingi  in  Essex  upon 
this  unfortuData  bill  to  those,  whom  thc^ 
bed  misled,  and  were  now  abandoning,  il 
was  coDTenieot  to  have  this  bugbear  about 
their  dread  of  their  lesder  going  out  of 
office,  and  others  coning  in,  to  allege,  in 
order  to  reconcile  the  people  to  their  con- 
duct. He  was  quite  sure  that  nothicg 
else  could. 

Mr.  Darby  said,  that  when  the  hon. 
Gentleman  aaid,  that  the  agricultural 
Herobere  had  deceived  their  consiituenti 
he  begged  to  declare,  that  it  was  not  so, 
as  fat  as  he  was  concereed;  and  when 
the  hon.  Member  told  him  so,  he  begged 
to  tell  the  bon.  Member  that  he  slated 
that  which  was  oot  the  fact.  He  be^ed 
to  say,  that  no  one  Member  at  ihe  time 
be  addressed  his  constituents  from  the 
hustings  at  the  late  electign  could  tell 
what  the  measure  of  the  right  hon.  Baronel 
at  ihe  head  of  the  Government  was  lo  be. 
No  one  could  tell  that,  before  he  had  seen 
the  measure.  The  question  was  put  to 
liim  on  tbe  hustings,  whether  he  would 
support  to^  measure  which  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  might  bring  forward  with  respect 
to  the  importation  of  corn  i  snd  he  latd, 
that  he  would  oot  pledge  himself  either 
-for  or  against  the  measure  before  he  ssw 
what  it  was.  That  was  what  he  had  said 
to  bis  constitueuli,  and  for  the  rest  hi 
begged  to  say  he  declined  being  made  re- 
sponsible for  the  sentiments  and  opinioas 
which  the  bon.  Gentleman  put  into  the 
mouth  of  bon.  Members,  as  addressed  by 
them  to  their  constituents.  He  waa  not 
responsible  for  those  opinions,  and  he 
would  not  be  made  so.  He  aaid,  as  tar 
aa  be  was  concerned,  that  he  had  given 
no  pledge  to  his  constituents,  and  there- 
fore he  could  not  be  accused  of  want  of 
consistency.  What  be  said  to  them  was, 
that  be  would  agree  to  nothing  which  hi 
waa  not  convinced  would  be  for  their 
nliimate  benefit.  He  said,  moreover,  that 
in  bis  opinion  a  Member  of  the  House  of 
CommoBB  was  not  worthy  of  tbe  confidence 
of  va-j  ootutitneBcy  vho  did  not  pnrsue 


that  coarse.  But  the  hon.  Gentleman 
had  talked  a  great  deal  about  want  of 
prieciple,  and  had  attributed  want  of  prin- 
ciple to  hon.  Gentlemen  on  tbe  Minisieria) 
side  of  the  House:  he,  however,  b^^ed 
to  tell  the  hon.  Gentleman,  that  when  ht 

ited  to  look  for  principle  be  would  not 
leave  his  own  side  of  the  House  to  go  to 
seek  it  on  the  other:  and  if  be  was  in 
such  a  position  as  to  know  that  this  ques- 
tion of  a  Corn.bill  must  be  settled,  after 
two  Speeches  from  Ihe  Throne  on  tbe 
subject,  and  that  whenever  carried  it  mnet 
be  carried  by  some  Goverament  capaUt 
of  carrying  its  own  measures,  he  should 
oot  put  confidence  on  such  a  qiiestioD  in 
a  Government  which  came  down  with  the 
proposition  ihey  were  about  to  produce, 
altered  at  the  last  raoment,  and  which,  if 

power  thai  evening,  would  have  baeo 
found  to  have  abandoned  the  schente 
which  Ibey  proposed  latt  Session.  TiMt 
was  not  the  kind  of  Government  he  ^ould 
look  to  with  any  hope  of  seeing  this  quea> 
tion  finally  settled  in  ibeir  hsnds:  that 
waa  not  the  kind  of  Government  in  whiob 
the  people  of  this  country  could,  or  ought 
to,  have  any  confideoca.  He  aaid,  that 
the  agricultural  Member!  were  perfeelly 

1'ustified  in  the  course  they  were  taking, 
mowing  that  this  great  question  must  be 
settled,  in  supporting  a  measure  which 
was  calculated  to  effect  that  object.  There 
was  a  growing  opinioo  in  tha  country, 
that  (he  Corn-law  must  be  settled-  He 
had  enjoyed  but  little  comunaication  with 
his  conitituenU  of  late,  but  be  waa  proud 
to  say,  that  (hey  had  trusted  him  through, 
out  this  natter,  and  as  lo  what  little  he 
had  seen  of  them,  he  bad  always  bwa 
told,  "  We  believe,  that  yon  have  acted 
right,  and  will  leave  it  entirely  to  you," 
Now,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  under  the  ex- 
isting ciroumstancss  of  this  country,  when 
he  saw  affairs  in  so  unsettled  a  stale,  and 
when  the  financial  difficultiea  of  the  coon- 
try  were  so  great,  the  worst  thing  he  could 
do,  thet  which  would  be  most  detrimanttl 
to  the  interests  of  bis  own  eooatituent* 
and  the  country  at  large,  waa  by  any 
crotchet  of  his  to  stop  the  settlement  of 
that  great  question.  Now,  he  beggad  lo 
ask  the  noble  Lord,  the  Member  for 
North  Linoelnshire,  whose  consistency  had 
been  so  much  lauded,  whether  he  wished 
lo  bring  back  the  late  Gorernment  as  a 
■trong  Gnvernment.  or  as  a  weak  Oo* 
vernmeat?  Did  he  wish  to  bring  ibea 
back  aa  a  weak  Government?  What.', 
could  t  weak  GoTenimeiit  do  in  d»  ^ 
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pnMiit  difficalt  poiiiion  of  ihii  couniry? 
Tben,  did  he  want  lu  bring  ihem  back  ai 
a  BlTong  Qo?eriiineDl,  to  cirr;  all  tbeir 
own  mcMurei?  Could  the  noble  Lord 
form  ft  QoTernment  himieir  Trom  iba  olber 
•id«  of  Ibe  Home.  Would  he  applj  to 
the  Boble  Lord  the  Member  for  Ti*erton 
lo  fora  part  of  fail  OoveromeDt,  that  be 
night  come  with  the  strong  arm  of  truth 
\»  iweep  away  all  the  cob«ebi  of  mono- 
poly; for  thai  waa  the  language  of  the 
Doble  Lord?  Hon.  Gentleman  mi§!ht 
taunt  bin  with  inooniitteocy,  and  charge 
bin  with  having  proniiaed  not  to  deal  with 
the  mm  quMtion,  but  be  anawerad  that 
charge  by  laying,  that  the  agrioultural 
conftitaenciei  ware  perfectly  well  awara 
that  the  eoro  queition  would  be  dealt 
with.  The  right  bon.  fiaronat  had  staled 
ID  the  laat  Parliament  that  he  thou  Id 
abide  by  the  aliding-icalc,  but  whh  Ibe 
detailaof  the  exiiting  Corn-lawahe  »ould 
DM  tell  them  what  he  ihould  do.  It  waa 
inpoiiible  to  believe,  that  any  mm  of 
coonmon  aaiiae  ahould  have  had  any  doubt 
about  the  fact,  that  ibe  right  bon.  Beronat 
did  maan  to  deal  with  that  aubjeet.  It 
tlieB  beoama  a  queition,  whether  any  nio- 
dificBiion  of  thoaa  delaili  ahould  be  ac- 
•tptad  by  the  agricultural  intereit.  What 
•lia  CAuld  ba  do|w?  Suppoae  a  higher 
protaclioD  ware  demanded,  and  aappoaing 
Dpon  thai,  the  right  bon.  Baronet  were  to 
go  oat,  with  the  general  opiniooa  eeter- 
taintd  on  tbia  labjeiit,  what  proipact  wai 
there  that  a  Cabinet  could  be  formed  on 
that  side  of  the  Home,  on  the  principle  of 
giTJDg  higher  protection  ?  Well,  then,  if 
ft  Cabinet  waa  to  be  formed  from  the  other 
iida,  what  had  (bey  to  eipect?  They 
know  that  the  noUe  Lord  had  deaerted 
bis  plan  of  last  year.  Did  the  noble  Lord 
naan  to  lay,  that  he  adhered  to  the  prin- 
oiple  of  an  8(.  fixed  duty  and  nothing 
iiH»e7  No,  the  noble  Lord's  proposal 
low  wu  an  8f.  fixed  duty,  with  a  sliding 
or  rantabing  scale  at  the  end  of  it.  lo- 
doed  it  WM  somewhat  doubtful  whether 
tbt  8<.  doty  would  be  allowed  to  stand ; 
Ck  a  noble  Lord,  formerly  a  colleague  of 
tiM  noble  Lord,  the  Hember  for  the  City 
of  London,  had  stated  that  an  8i.  duty,  if 
Iboy  cane  into  office  again  conld  no  longer 
ovon  ba  thought  of;  it  must  then  he  a  fit. 
doty.  He  considered  the  motion  of  thii 
year  entirely  different  and  distinct  from 
that  of  the  laat.  And  consequently  in  the 
oonrae  which  he  fell  it  is  daty  lo  pursue, 
hi  would  not  loac  i%ht  of  iba  state  of 
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parties.  As  an  abstract  proposition,  he 
did  not  object  to  the  motion.  Abstractedly 
he  opposed  any  system,  the  necessary 
effect  of  which  was  merely  to  raise  the 
price  of  core.  He  did  not  believe,  thatan 
unnatural  price  was  beneficial  to  any  claas. 
As  a  farmer,  and  as  the  representative  of 
an  agricultural  county,  ha  did  not  wish 
—he  believed  it  would  not  be  for  tbeir 
inter«t— to  see  as  unnatural  price.  He 
thought  that  the  interest)  of  the  farmer 
and  tha  intereiii  of  the  consumer  were  Dot 
allogelher  separate.  He  thought  that  it 
was  perfectly  consistent  that  the  consumer 
should  receive  acme  benefit  from  the  pro* 
position  of  the  right  hen.  Baronet,  and  at 
the  same  time  time  that  the  farmera  should 
not  suffer.  But  they  were  told  that  the 
agrioultural  claiieB  felt  serious  spprehen- 
sion  on  this  subject.  To  this  remark  he 
would  anawer  that  it  was  impossible  not 
to  feel  some  apprehension  on  a  quailioD 
of  this  nature.  He  begged  pardon  of  the 
House  for  thus  detaining  them.  He  had 
not  had  tha  slightest  intention  of  speaking 
whan  he  came  into  the  House.  Tha  hon. 
Oeotleman  had  made  him  rise— but  ba 
would  repeat  that  he  would  eooskler  ihia 
question,  lurronoded  by  all  tha  cireum> 
itanoea  of  the  present  times,  when  ha  wa* 
forming  his  judgment  bow  to  act,  and 
that  when  be  acted  upon  principles,  ha 
would  not  learn  his  priociplei  from  Oen- 
Llemen  on  the  other  side. 

Mr.  Wdklty  observed,  that  the  speech 
just  delivered  might  be  taken  as  a  sample 
of  many  which  would  be  heard  during  the 
present  Parliament,  and  probably  during 
the  present  Seaiion.  There  was  a  growing 
Feeling  out  of  doors  which  would  render 
such  speeches  necessary — a  feeling  that 
even  now  was  causing  considerable  un- 
eiainesa  on  the  opposite  benches.  There 
seemed  a  strange  inconsistency  between 
hon.  Members  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House.  The  last  speaker  had  said,  that 
he  could  support  the  amendment  as  aD 
abstract  proposition,  if  it  were  not  intro- 
duced in  connection  with  the  Corn-bill. 
What  then  was  the  amendment— 

"That  iuumuch  ai  this  House  hai  re- 
peatedly declared  by  its  votes,  and  hy  the  re- 
ports oF  its  coraraittees,  that  it  J*  beyond 
the  power  of  Parliamsnt  to  regulate  the  wages 
of  labour  in  this  couniry,  it  is  ineipedient 
and  unjust  to  piss  a  law  to  regulate,  wiih  a 
view  (0  raise  anoaturally,  the  prices  of 
food." 

For  that  propoiition  in  the  abttraot  the 
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hon.  Member  for  Su»ex  wat  ready  to 
vole.  That  hon,  Member  affected  to  be  a 
contJitent  and  an  honest  politician.  Ac- 
cording to  hii  OVD  account,  he  bad  given 
DO  pledges  on  the  hustings,  but  he  did 
not  say,  that  be  had  given  no  opinions, 
vhich  were  implied  pledges.  In  connec- 
tion with  the  terms  or  the  amendment,  be 
would  ask  what  was  the  proposed  Corn- 
law?  Was  not  the  efTeci  or  it  to  raise 
the  price  of  corn  unnaturally?  Gentle- 
mcD,  in  their  candour  and  integrity  could 
not  deny  it ;  they  said,  indeed,  that  it  was 
for  Uie  good  of  the  country  to  pass  it ; 
but  tbe  amonut  of  the  concession,  wben 
the  bon.  Member  for  Sussex  said,  that  be 
would  support  tbe  amendment  as  an  ab- 
stract proposition,  was  only  this,  that  it 
was  in  itself  an  excellent  amendment; 
but  that  if  it  were  to  have  any  practical 
application  iu  tbe  accomplishment  of 
benefit  to  tbe  people  he  would  resist  it. 
So  much  for  the  hon.  Member  for  Susses  ; 
and  what  did  tbe  bon.  Baronet,  tbe  Mem- 
ber for  Essex  say  ?  He  spoke  iu  the  tone 
of  a  sufferer  and  a  martyr.  He  com- 
plained that  he  bad  been  accused  of  sacri- 
ficing tbe  interests  of  agriculture ;  but 
this  was  not  tbe  whole  of  the  cha^ — he 
had  been  accused,  not  only  of  sacrificing 
the  interests  of  agriculture,  but  of  sacri- 
ficing his  principles  and  his  consistency 
•Isu.  How  did  tbe  hon.  Baronet  get  out 
of  this  scrape?  How  did  be  defend  bis 
conduct  in  Parliament?  He  was  sorry 
that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  bad  not  been 
in  tbe  House,  or  he  would  have  been  ex- 
ceedingly amused  by  the  ingenuity  of  his 
proselyte.  The  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member 
for  Essex,  had  informed  the  House  that 
such  was  his  determination  to  support  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  that  be  was  prepared 
to  give  a  conscientious  vote  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  his  conviciioD.  Hiese  were  his 
words,  "  1  am  prepared  togiveaconscien- 
tmuB  vote  in  defiance  of  my  own  convic- 
tion." Here  there  was  a  question  for 
casuists :  If  a  vote  be  honest  which  is  in 
oppositioD  to  conviction,  what  is  that  vote 
which  is  in  accordance  with  conviction  ? 
Conld  that  be  honest,  too  ?  "  He  could 
|[ive  no  answer,  the  question  was  a  puzzler ; 
but  the  constituency  of  Essex  would  have 
the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  they  bad 
a  representative  who  could  be  convinced 
one  way  and  could  conscientiously  vote 
another.  The  bon.  Baronet  bad  talked  of 
charges  against  him  and  of  his  triumph- 
ant acquittal  in  Essex.  No  donbt  hii  con* 
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sliiuents,  like  himself,  had  been  convinced 
that  their  representative  had  done  wrong, 
but  that  be  bad  been  right  in  doing  wrong. 
Like  Cffisar,  "he  never  did  wrong  but 
with  just  cause. "  Those  who  bad  so  tri- 
umphantly acquitted  the  bon.  Baronet  had 
been  the  same  parties,  tbe  farmers  of 
Essex,  who  had  shown  so  much  alarm  at 
the  prospect  of  tbe  introduction  of  calves 
uoder  the  tariff  of  the  right  hon.  Barooet. 
No  wonder ;  they  saw  that  oxen  m^bt  be 
brought  in  at  a  duty  of  20i.,  and  that 
calves  might  be  imported  for  only  lOi, 
duty.  This  was  enough  to  alarm  them, 
for  tbey  had  every  reason  to  expect  that 
calves  would  soon  be  at  a  discount.  The 
hon.  Baronet  had  further  expressed  his  con- 
viction (per heps, however,  he  would  consci- 
entiously vote  in  opposition  to  it,)  that  the 
heavy  clay  lands  and  the  sterile  sandy  soils 
lecenily  brought  into  cultivation  would 
be  sacrificed.  Was  it,  he  would  enquire, 
one  of  tbe  opinions  of  tbe  hon.  Baronet, 
that  these  heavy  clay  lands  and  sterile 
sandy  soils  ought  to  be  cultivated  at  the 
public  expense?  Supposing  a  body  of 
mill-owning  manubcturers  were  to  coma 
to  Parliament  and  isy,  "  Such  have  been 
the  improvements  in  machinery  of  late 
that  our  old  macbiaery  is  of  little  or  no 
value.  We  can  no  longer  compete  with 
foreigners,  therefore  be  so  good  as  to  paaa 
a  law  which  shall  enable  us  to  work  out 
worn  out  defective  machinery,  and  to  pay 
our  workmen  at  tbe  public  expence.  What 
would  the  right  bon.  Baronet  say  to  ■uch 
a  reasonable  application  ?  He  would  re- 
fuse at  once  to  grant  such  protection. 
That  would  be  bis  honest  answer,  and  why 
was  it  not  to  apply  to  those  who  had 
brought  lands  into  cultivation  which  ought 
never  to  have  been  cultivated,  and  which 
never  would  have  been  cultivated  but  for 
the  law  which  enriched  the  landlords  at 
the  expense  of  every  other  class  of  tb« 
community.  A  great  deal  bad  been  said 
about  the  inhuman  conduct  of  mill-own- 
ers and  manufacturers  to  persons  in  their 
employ.  Many  of  the  charges  were,  no 
doubt,  strictly  truei  but  what  had  been 
the  conduct  of  landlords?  The  moment 
an  alarm  was  sounded,  had  they  come 
forward  to  reduce  their  rents  t  Did  land- 
lords tell  their  tenants,  "We  think  it  for 
tbe  public  good  that  the  law  should  be 
changed,  and  we  are  prepared  to  make  « 
sacrifice ;  you  who  have  leases  are  ab- 
solved from  them,  and  we  will  eater  into  a 
o«w,  sod  to  yoa  A  more  Bdrantageotu 
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bargain?"  Did  they  hold  aay  luch  Un- 
goage  u  this  t  No ;  had  tbey  done  lo  the 
farmer  voald  have  been  able  to  pay  the 
leaioaable  nagei  of  hii  labourers;  bnt 
instead  of  that,  the  gallant  colonel  and 
nnother  hon.  Member  for  Lincolnihire 
had  atated,  that  in  that  county  the  wagea 
of  agricultural  temmta  had  already  been 
reduced  from  1.5j.  a  week  to  I2t.  Thui 
one>fifth  of  rhe  income  of  hard  working, 
hard  handed  peatants  was  taken  (loai 
them  by  bard  heaned  landlotdt.  Wby 
did  not  landlnrda,  so  loud  ia  their  claim* 
fbr  a  character  for  liberality,  say  to  the 
hrmer,  "  If  we  exact  our  whole  rent,  you 
ctDnot  pay  your  labonrera  their  whole 
wages;  we  will  remit  a  fair  portion ;  thoae 
who  can  least  afford  to  sufier  will  thus  be 
■pared,  and  the  load  will  fell  upon  our 
shoulders,  so  well  able  to  bear  it,  and  the 
loaa  be  taken  from  our  pockets,  to  abun- 
dantly filled  by  the  operation  of  the  late 
Corn-law?"  No  inch  language  as  this 
bad  been  heard  in  any  quarter,  and  yet 
Ihfl  landlords  were  the  first  to  assert  that 
the  measure  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
would  be  highly  injurioui  to  the  agricul- 
tn rat  interest.  Out  of  dooisan  impresaion 
certainly  prevailed,  that  if  such  a  propo- 
sition had  been  made  by  a  Whig  admi- 
nistration, it  would  hare  been  scouted  by 
the  a^ullural  interest  from  one  end  of 
the  kmgdom  to  the  other.  The  briners 
were  not  aatisfied  as  it  stood ;  nay,  some 
of  them  wera  loud  in  their  exclamations 
against  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  and  if  he 
ware  rightly  informed,  one  of  this  clau, 
OB  the  last  market-day  at  Honiton,  de- 
dared  that  he  had  at  last  found  out  that 
there  was  a  worse  devil  than  even  Lord 
John.  He  was  one  who  thought  thai, 
io  the  present  state  of  the  country,  if 
people  would  but  abandon  faction,  and 
fbrget  self)  mnch  mieht  be  done  for  the 
food  of  the  people.  He  thought  also  that 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  done  all  the 
good  his  party  would  permit  him  to  do. 
He  belieted,  that  he  had  gone  to  the  ut- 
most extent  of  liberality  with  referaoce  to 
the  Totea  of  his  anpporten :  hot  before  the 
conflict  was  at  an  end,  and  before  he  was 
able  to  carry  soma  of  his  measures,  he 
would  have  to  appeal  for  aid  to  the  other 
aide  of  the  Honse — to  his  political  adver* 
saries.  He  considered  the  bill  before  the 
House  an  improTcment,  a  great  improTe- 
ment,  upon  toe  present  system,  inasmnch 
■a  it  woold  occasifHi  a  more  fixed  and 
i^nlar  price  of  com.  He  did  not  belieTC, 
jiowtWf  tint  it  wrald  pndnco  vty  con- 
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siderable  reduction  in  the  price  of  bread. 
He  had  been  asked  that  morning  a  ques- 
tion in  Finsbury,  by  a  person  in  the  watch- 
making trade,  and  it  was  this,  "  What 
calculation  has  the  Minister  made  as  to 
the  reduction  in  the  price  of  bread  in  con- 
sequence of  hit  proposition  ?"  He  had 
heard  him  make  none,  and  could,  there- 
fore, give  no  answer.  The  watchmaker 
continued,  "We  are  already  great  suf- 
ferers by  the  Importation  of  watches  at  a 
duty  of  35  per  cent.,  and  yet  by  the  tanfi*  o 
Sir  Robert  Peel,  we  find  that  they  are  here- 
after to  be  introduced  at  only  10  per  cent. 
How  shall  we  be  able  to  compete  with  the 
foreigner  then,  when  we  are  anable  to  com- 
pete with  him  even  now,  and  what  hope  ia 
there  that  vre  shall  have  a  proportionate 
reduction  in  the  price  of  bread  ?"  That 
had  been  a  question  put  to  him  to-day,  but 
ere  lung  it  would  come  from  every  quater* 
of  the  kingdom,  and  from  every  interst.* 
*'  What  reduction  are  we  to  have  in  the 
price  of  bread  ?"  He  advised  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  to  be  prepared  with  a  reply. 
What  were  the  promotera  of  this  bill  doing 
with  the  estate  of  the  landed  proprietor  ? 
Protecting  it  by  law  and  keeping  up  its 
value.  "Hie  poor  roan  had  an  estate  also, 
and  what  was  it  ?  His  power  lo  labour. 
What  did  the^  do  with  hiscstste?  Did 
they  protect  it  and  keep  up  its  value? 
That  would  be  a  question  pnt  on  all  sides, 
and  that  question  must  have  an  answer. 
The  working  man  asked  for  do  mora  than 
equal  justice.  He  made  that  demand  on 
bis  behalf,  and  he  never  would  cease  toni^ 
it  at  long  as  he  bad  a  seat  in  that  House. 
Mr.  Robert  Paim.er  aaid,  that  the  boo. 
Gentleman  opposite  had  occupied  the 
time  of  the  House,  not  in  discuating  the 
bill,  but  in  throwing  obloquy  on  Oenlle- 
men  on  his  side  of  the  House.  He  ap- 
pealed to  any  person  if  he  had  ever  given 
a  promise  to  bis  coaitituents  to  maintain 
the  Corn-laws  entire.  He  referred  to  his 
speeches  and  addresses  to  prove  the  ra- 
vene.  There  was  not  a  man  In  the  county 
he  represented  who  was  not  awara  that 
the  existing  Corn-law  was  about  to  no- 
de^ aome  alteration,  and  that  not  an 
immaterial  one,  by  whatever  Government 
might  happen  to  be  in  office.  The  ques- 
tion discussed  at  the  last  election  was  tha 
propoiilion  of  the  noble  I^rd  as  to  an  8s. 
fixed  duty.  That  the  country  entirely  re- 
jected. He  at  that  time  atated  to  hia 
conttitoenU  that  if  the  noble  Lord  should 
again  have  the  opportunity  of  introdncing 
tut  propoHtion  to  the  Houe  h«  riioiil4 
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Mt.'Eaton:  \A%  Ihs  TepmenlBtive  of  a 
large  agricaltural  coattiluency,  would  (Ute 
the  reaiODi  Tor  the  *ot«  ha  wai  about  to 
g;iTC.  He  had  voted  Tor  the  iflaood  and  third 
reading  of  the  bill,  hoping  to  tee  it  modified 
in  committee.  Alai  1  he  had  bean  deceived. 
H«  believed  with  hii  coDitituenta  that  tbt 
■cala  for  wheat  wai  too  low.  wbilit  ihc 
■cale  for  barley  and  for  oata  was  repadi- 
aied  by  all.  Beaidei,  when  he  firat  voted 
foT  thii  bill,  the  right  hon.  Baronet'i  lariff 
had  not  beea  iotrodaced-  AliboBgh  it 
wu  with  conaiderahle  relucUnoe,  he  mntt 

ithdraw  hi*  aopport  from  the  right  boo. 
BarODBt,  for  bs  abould  not  be  doing  bit 
duty  to  hii  conttitaeDla  if  he  did  not  op- 
poaea  bill  fraught  witbiotauch  danger «nd 
dettruetioD  to  the  agrionllaral  iniereit*. 

Fuldett  Hid,  that  the  notion  of 
two  affirmative  piopoatliona,  both  of  which 
tba  hon.  Member  for  Stockport  oonlaioed 
were  true.  Mr.  Hutkiiean  had  been 
quoted  a>  an  authority,  but  he  denied 
that  Mr.  Huikiuon  waa  luch  an  autho- 
rity. He  waa  one  of  thoie  who  wta  either 
for  having  protection  to  the  whole  body  of 
the  people,  or  for  hatipg  proteetioa  for 
none.  Waa  there  protection  for  the  .work- 
ing men  ?  What  wai  the  condition  of  tha 
handloom  weavera!  In  1816  they  paaaed 
the  Corn-bill,  in  1819  tbey  alUred  tb« 
ounency,  and  from  that  time  to  the  pN- 
•ent  the  condition  of  the  bandhnm 
weavers  had  become  worae.  Protection, 
in  fact,  waa  all  on  one  aide.  If  be  voted 
for  the  third  reading  of  this  bill,  and 
againat  the  propoaition  of  hii  hon.  Friend, 
he  would  be  voting  for  what  waa  uojuat 
in  principle  and  in  practice.  He  would 
be  glad  to  aee  hon.  Qentlamcn  opporite 


again  oppose  it,  because  it  waa  one  most 
detrimental  to  the  agricultural  interests 
and  to  the  geserol  intcreits  of  the  connlry. 
And,  at  the  seme  time,  he  stated  to  his 
conatitoents  that  some,  and  not  an  imma- 
terial, alteratioQ  should  be  made  by  what- 
ever Ooveroment  abould  come  into  office. 
The  boD.  Member  for  Wallingford  had 
stated  with  truth  that  a  very  considerable 
alarm  did  esist  in  the  minds  of  the  agri- 
cultural body  with  reaped  (o  tbta  measure. 
Thoy  did  not  expect  so  malerialan  altera- 
tion aa  had  been  made,  for  it  ww  no 
amall  thing  to  propose  that  the  protection 
which  waa  given  them  by  law  abould  be 
reduced  by  one-half.  He  had  endeavoured 
lo  aaoertam  the  sentiments  of  bis  consti- 
tuents on  this  measure,  and  to  learn  the 
oourae  they  would  have  their  representa- 
tives to  pursue:  and  for  that  purpose  he 
had  attended  a  very  numerous  asaembly 
in  a  market  towD  of  no  small  importance, 
and  he  would  appeal  to  bis  hon.  Colleague 
vbetber  the  onanimous  opinion  was  not, 
that  it  waa  both  wise  and  prudent  for  the 
uricultural  body  ratbor  to  acquioKe 
the  proposition  of  the  right  hon,  Baronet 
tbtn  to  offer  any  opposition  to  it.  And 
the  ToasoD  was,  because  they  knew  there 
Vas  no  middle  party  in  the  House,  and 
that  it  would  not  be  in  the  power  of  the 
Members  for  Essex  or  Berluhire  to  form 
a  Ooverntnentof  tbemaelvaa.  One  of  the 
two  partiea  in  that  House  should  become 
the  Government,  and  under  tbe  present 
eircomslaoces  of  the  country,  if  the  pre- 
tent  Qovemment  were  thrown  out  of  office, 
the  agricultural  intatests  would  be  neces- 
sarily plooed  at  the  mercy  of  the  noble 
Lord  opposite.  By  a  reaolotioQ  which 
stood  on  the  psper,  for  Friday,  1 
moved  on  the  bringing  up  of  the  report  on 
tbe  Income-tax,  it  could  be  distinctly  seen 
that  the  opiniona  nf  tbe  noble  Lord  were 
not  changed  with  regard  to  the  agricullu. 
ral  interests,  and  that  ha  would  be  prepar- 
ed vain,  if  he  had  the  opportunity,  to 
propose  what  he  called  his  moderate  fixed 
duty  on  corn,  which  might  be  8i,  now, 
bnl  which  would  then  be  on  a  considerably 
lower  estimate.  On  tbe  whole,  he  came 
to  iba  conclusion,  that,  under  the  circnm- 
•laocei  in  which  the  country  wu  placed, 
by  acquiascing-^whicb  he  oonfessed  be 
did  refuctantly— in  the  measure  of  the 
right  hon,  fiarooal,  he  was  taking  the  last 
eonna  which  he  could  secure  to  tbe  agri- 
cultural intsrcat,  the  maximum  protection 
which,  at  tha  peient   moment,  it  was 

pncUciible  tg  nunUun* 


Eet  up  and  answer  tha  argument  of  tha 
on.  Member  for  Stockport.  They  did 
not,  because  they  oould  not. 

Mr.  BnthertoH  could  confirm  the  state- 
ment of  tbe  hon.  Member  for  Otdban 
with  regard  to  the  reduction  of  wage* 
which  bad  been  going  on  since  1815, 
though  the  price  of  corn  waa  kept  up  •• 
high  aa  when  the  working  men  were  re- 
ceiving so  much  higher  remuneration  for 
their  labour.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  doon- 
ment  which  showed  the  depreciation  of 
the  wages  of  handloom  weavers  aino* 
1831.  In  that]  year  Is.  lOd.  a  pieoa  waa 
paid  for  one  description  of  goodii  in  1841 
only  Is.  Id.  waa  paid  for  the  same  dsacrip* 
tion;  and  be  understood  that  the  prica 
was  now  reduced  below  Is.  He  saw  by 
tbe  public  prints  that  tbe  hon.  Hemb« 
foi  Blaokbnro  bod  baeo  in  (hahtbit  of  c  by 
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to  judge  of  how  the  condact  of  each  wm 
tegftrded  byihe  people  of  Liacolnihire.  He 
had  been  asked  whether  he  were  prepared 
to  aee  a  itrong  government  coming  for- 
ward with  the  propoiiiioDi  of  his  nohle 
Friend,  and  which  would  have  enabled 
him  to  carry  the  plan  of  a  fixed  duty 
upon  corn.  He  could  not,  however,  for- 
ge! that  the  lait  dissolution  took  place 
vpoD  the  com  question,  and  when  it  was 
recollected  that  the  opinion  of  the  public 
upon  the  subject  were  known— that  there 
had  been  divisions  during  ihe  present 
Session  upon  a  fixed  duty  and  upon  (he 
motion  of  the  Hon,  Member  for  Wolver- 
hamptoD;  and  when  the  majorities  upon 
iheae  motions  were  racollectad,  he  would 
ask  the  House,  as  he  had  asked  at  the 
meeting  on  Monday  last,  whether  any  one 
could  Bsy,  that,  if  the  present  bill  was 
thrown  out,  there  was  any  chance  what- 
ever of  a  propositioQ  for  a  fixed  duty 
being  carried.  The  majority  against  the 
proposition  of  a  fixed  duty  had  been  up- 
waras  of  150,  and  no  one  could  say  after 
that  that  there  was  any  danger  whaterer 
of  such  a  result.  He  believed  there  had 
frequently  been  much  mischief  done  in 
this  country  by  a  very  strong  government, 
and  history  contained  many  instances  of 
tha  truth  of  the  observation.  On  the  one 
hand,  he  had  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  *ith 
whose  political  opinions  he  could  not 
agree,  and  who  had  for  a  length  of  time 
opposed  measures  to  which  he  hsd  after- 
wards giveo  his  assent, — on  the  other 
hand,  he  had  his  noble  Friend,  who  had 
done  such  service  to  the  cause  of  civil  and 
reliffions  liberty ;  and  he  should  have  no 
hesitation  in  seeing  that  party  again  in 
power,  believing  that  if  they  went  to  a 
dissolution  again  upon  that  question  the 
proposition  of  a  fixed  duty  would  not  be 
carried  in  that  House.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Sussex  had  said,  that  there  was  an 
opinion  in  the  country  that  ibeCorn  ques- 
tion should  be  lettled,  and  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber fer  Essex  had  expressed  a  hope  that 
the  measure  proposed  by  her  Majesty's 
Oovernmeot  wonld  be  a  final  one.     Now, 

with  these  two  conflicting  opinions [Sir 

J,  Tyrell :  Only  io  case  it  worked  welt.] 
He  would  remind  the  hon.  Baronet  of  the 
speech  be  had  made  Ihe  other  night,  when 
he  stated  that  be  thought  the  scale  too 
low,  but  that  he  would  take  it  rather  than 
allow  the  Government  to  fall  into  the 
hands  of  those  who  sat  on  hia  (Lord 
Wonley's)  aide  of  the  House.  The  hon. 
.Oentlenao  bid,  id  fict,  made  a  itroaj 
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case  against  the  meaiure.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Sussex  had  said,  that  he  had  made 
no  pledge  on  the  subject  of  the  Corn-laws, 
but  he  would  ask  whether  others  had  not 
done  so?  He  would  ask  whether  one  of  hia 
bon.  Colleagues  had  not  stated  that  his  first 
object  was  to  secure  just  protection  to  the 
agricultural  interest — that  less  protection 
than  Ihe  present  taw  afforded  he  would 
not  consider  just,  and  that  therefore  he 
would  oppose  any  measure  which  would 
give  ihent  less  protection.  Now  when 
such  a  statement  wsa  put  forward  by  a 
candidate,  was  it  not  to  be  expected  that 
if  returned  he  would  do  his  best  to  pre- 
vent any  material  alteration  in  the  Corn- 
laws.  He  was  justified  in  saying,  that,  at 
a  meetmg  of  an  agricultural  association  at 
Brigg,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  resolu- 
tions were  passed  unanimously  aninsl  the 


Corn  Importation  Bill,  the  Tariff,  and  the 
Income-tax  ;  and  that  several  of  the  far- 
men  who  had  attended  that  neetiog  said 
that  they  would  as  soon  have  had  the  &r. 
fixed  duty  as  these  combined  measures  of 
Sir  Robert  Peel.  In  opposing  the  motion 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Stockport,  he 
begged  to  be  understood  as  not  giving  any 
support  to  the  Corn  Importation  Bill.  Ha 
looked  upon  the  motion  in  this  way.  He 
did  not  think  the  Corn-bill  was  intended 
to  regulate  wages,  but  he  believed  that 
under  any  Corn-bill  wages  would  be  r^n- 
lated  very  much  by  the  price  of  corn.  For 
these  reasons  he  should  vote  against  the 
motion  ;  but  in  doing  so,  he  would  repeat 
that  he  did  not  nean  to  give  any  support 
whatever  to  the  propositions  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet. 

Sir  Kafentine  BhAe  said,  he  had  in- 
tended to  bring  forward  an  amendment  to 
the  proposition  for  the  third  reading  of 
this  bill,  the  nature  of  which  he  would 
state  to  the  House.  He  had  proposed  to 
move. 

"That  notwithstanding  the  benevolent  de- 
sire expressed  in  her  MBJeitj's  Speech  on 
opening  the  present  Smion  of  Parliament ;  and 
notwithstanding  the  express  declaration  of  her 
Majesty's  Government  Uiereon,  that  they  would 
not  sanction  any  laws  which  would  in  its  efl^t 
or  operation  Increua  the  protection  to  the  ex- 
isting rMtrictioni  of  the  supply  of  corn  for  the 
home  market.  Tlie  douse  has  nevertheless 
under  the  auipicci  of  Government,  sanctioned 
a  new  law  which  is  far  advanced  in  its  progress 
which  new  laws  will  in  its  operation  and  effect 
increase  the  price  to  the  consumer,  and  render 
the  existing  monopoly  of  the  landed  interests 
more  valuable  and  more  durable,  and  thereforfl 
Qoie  iBloIa[able.tbaa  ever." 
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Hodgton,  R. 
Hogg,  J.  W. 
Hoiridnhmh,  T. 
IloliMHhAa,^^^;!. 
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Hopa,  b 
Hope,  A. 
Hornby,  J.' 
Howard, hn. R.J.  O. 
Hughes,  W.  B. 
Jame$,  W. 
Jennyn,  Earl 
Joceiyn,  Vital. 
Johnton,  W.  G. 
Jobnilone,  H. 
Janet,  Capt. 
Kenble,  H. 
Knaichbull,  rigbl  hon. 

SitE. 
LawsoD,  A. 
Legh,  O.  C. 
Lennox  Lord  A. 
Liddell,  hon.  H.  T, 
Lincoln,  Earl  nf 
Lockhart,  W. 
Long,  W. 
Lopea,  Sir  R. 
LoMther,  J.  H. 
Loother,  hon.  Gal. 
Ljall,  G. 

Inrgon,  hon.  OeBera] 
Mackeniie,  W.  F. 
Mackinnon,  W,  A. 
McGeachy,  F.  A. 
Mahon,  Vitct. 
Main  waring,  T. 
Mannen  Lcq^  C.  S. 
Hanntn,  Lord  J. 
Utreh,  Earl  of 
Marmara,  VltcL 
Martyn,  C.  C. 
Marion,  0. 
Muter,  T.  W.  C. 
MaslariBBii,  J. 
Hauniel),  T.  P. 
Miles,  P.  W.  S. 
Mordaanl,  Sit  J. 
Morgan,  O. 
Mundy,  £.  H. 
Murray,  C.  R.  S. 
Murray,  A. 
Neville,  a. 
Newiy,  Vitcl. 
Nnrreyt,  Lord 
O'Brien,  A.  S. 
O'Brien,  W.S. 
OitulttoD,  Lord 
Owen,  Sir  J. 
Packe.C.W. 
Paget,  Lord  W. 
Palmer,  R. 
Palmer,  O. 
Palieo,J.W. 
Peel,  rt.  hn.  Sir  H. 
Peel,  J. 
Pigol,  Sir  R. 
Plnmptre,  J.  P. 
Pollock,  Sir  F. 
Praed,  W.  T. 
Price,  R, 
"    igle.A. 


uhleli 


tlgh,  W. 
i,W.M. 


Raid,  Sir  J.  R. 
lUpton,  G.  W.  J. 
Richardt,  R. 
Rote,  n.  hn.  Sir  0. 
Round,  C.G. 
Round,  J. 
Ruuell,  J.  D.  W. 
Rfder,hon.G.  D. 
Sand  on,  Vitct. 
Scarlett,  hon.  R.  C. 
Seymour,  Sir  H.  B. 
Slwppard,  T. 
Shirier,  E.  P. 
Smiiti,  A. 
Smollett,  A. 
Sonertei,  Lord  U. 
Sotheron,T.  H.  8. 
Stanley,  Lord 
Blew  art,  J. 
Stuart.  H. 
Slurt,  H.  C. 
Sutton,  boo.  H.  M. 
Taylor,  J.  A. 
Tenneni,  J.  F.. 

Lilt  of  the  Noes. 
AglioDby,  H.  A. 
Aint  worth,  P. 
Aldam,  W. 
Bannerman,  A. 


ToUleiDicbe,  J. 
Tranob,  Sir  F.  W. 
Trevor,  hon.  G.  R. 
Trdlope,  Sir  J. 
Trotter,  J. 
Tyrell,Sir  J.T. 
Vane,  Lord  H. 
Vere,  Sir  C.  B. 
Veroer,  Col. 
Vyiyian,  Sir  R.  R. 
Waddington,  H.  S. 
Wilbraham,  boo.  R.B. 
Williams, 'T.  P. 
Wodehoute,  E. 
Wood,  Col. 
Wood,  Col.  T. 
Wortley,  Lord 
Wortley,boa.J.S. 
Wyndhan,  Col.  C. 
ttynn,  rt.hn.C.W.W. 
Young,  J. 

Fremantie,  Sir  T. 
Baring,  H. 


Uumpbaty,  Mr.  Aid. 
Jobntlon,  A. 
Lanstton,  J.  II. 
Leader,  J.  T. 
Harthalt,  W. 
Martin,  J. 
Metcalfe.  H. 
Norrevi,    Sir     Dan. 

JephMD 
O'Bneo,  C. 
O'Coonell,  Don. 
O'COnnell,  M.  J. 
O'Coonell,  J. 
P^t,  Lord  F. 
Parker,  J. 
Fecbell,Capt. 
Philipi,  G.  B. 
Philipt,M. 
Pinney,  W. 
Powefl,  C. 
Protberoe,  E. 
Pultford,  B. 
Rieardo,  J.  L. 
Scholafield,  J. 
Scott,  R. 
Smith,  B. 
Stuart,  Lord  /. 
StrickUnd,  Sir  G. 
Strutt,  E. 
Tancrwl,  H.  W. 
Thomely,  T. 
ViIUert,hon.  C. 
ViTJan,  hon.  Mi^or 


Bell,  J. 

Berkeley,  boo.  H.  F. 

Bemal,  Gapuin 

Blake,  Sir  V. 

BlewitI,  R.  J. 

Bowring.  Dr. 

Brocklehurtl,  J. 

Brawoe,  R.  D. 

Browne,  hon.  W. 

Boiler  C. 

Bullar,  E. 

Butfeitd,  W. 

Byng,  rt.  hon.  O.  S. 

Caee,  hon.  R.  0. 

Chrittie,  W.  D. 

Clay,  Sir  W. 

Clemenii,  Vitct. 

ColUni,  W. 

Crawford,  W.S. 

Datmany,  Lord 

Dathwood,  O.  H. 

Deonitteun,  J, 

Duncan,  G. 

Dancombe,  T. 

Dundai,  Admi   I 

Eaaibope,  Sir  J- 

Ewart,  W. 

Fialden,  J. 

Fittroy,  Lord  C.  _  _., 

FiUwilliam,hu.G.W.    Vivian, hoo.  Capt. 

FoTtter.M.  Wakley.T. 

F<w,  C.  R.  Walker,  R. 

Freneb,  F.  WaUioe,  R. 

Oib«oo,T.  Ward,  H.  0. 

Hawet,  B.  Wawn.J.T. 

HeaUicoal,  J.  White,  S. 

Heron,  Sir  R.  Williamt,  W.  „.    ,.       .  , 
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Wood,O.W. 

WrightMm,  W.  B.  Brotherton,  J. 

Yerke,  H.  R.  Cobdan.  R. 

On  the  qoeilion  being  ■gain  put,  thit 
the  bill  be  read  a  third  time, 

Mr.  Hindlty  obier*ed,thBt  h«  wti  mail 
aniious  that  tha  Houte  should  coma  Id  a 
decided  opiaioD  od  the  principle  of  Ibii 
meaaarc,  ai  it  would  affect  the  agricul- 
tural interefU  of  this  couotrj  ;  he  ihould 
Ihererore  move,  "  That  the  debate  be  ad- 
journed UDlil  Monday  nest."  He  ihould 
take  the  aenw  of  Ibe  Houie  on  lb*  aub- 
ject,  if  any  boo.  Member  would  aecood 
the  motion. 

Mr.  Blnoitl  aeconded  the  motioD. 

The  Houie  divided— Ayea  68;  Noel 
247:— Majority  179. 

Lift  of  the  Atei. 
AxUoDby,  H.  A.  Norrflvt,  Sir  D.  J. 

AUia,  J.  P.  O'Brien,  A.  S. 

Badtiamian,  A.  O'Brien,  C. 

Bell,  J.  O'Coonell,  D. 

Barkelay,  hn.  C.  O'Connell,  M.  J. 

Berkeley,  hn.  H.  F.       O'Cannell,  J. 
Bemal,  Capi.  OuuUion,  Lord 

BlackiiODa,  W.  9.  Paget,  Lord  A. 

Bowring,  Dr.  Pecbell,  Capl. 

Broiharton,  J.  Finney,  W. 

Browne,  ILD.  Ponionby,  hn.  J.  0, 

Browne,  hon.  W.  Powell,  C. 

Boifeild.W.  Power,  J. 

ang,  rt.  hn.  0. 8.  Ricarda,  J.  L. 

riatapber,  R.  A.         Scholefl«td,J. 
Clementi,  Viavt  Scott,  S. 

Cobden,  R.  Smith,  B. 

ColnU,  G.  R.  Somarrilla,  Sir  W,  M. 

Crawrord,  W.  S.  Stuart,  Lord  J. 

Dolmeny,  Lord  Strickland,  Sir  0. 

Dashwood,  0.  II.  Tancred,  H.  W. 

BenniiKnin,  J.  Trallopa,  Sir  3. 

Duncan,  G,  Vyvyan,  Sir  R.  R, 

Dnnconiba,  T.  wtktey,  T. 

Dundaa.  Admiral  Walkar,  R. 

£aiibope,Sir  J.  Wallace,  R. 

Eaion,  E.J.  Wawn,J.  T. 

Ewari,  W.  Wliite,  8. 

Fialden,  J.  WiUiaau,  W. 

Harria,  J.  Q.  WodehouM,  E. 

Haitoo,  Capl.  V.  Wood,B. 

Heneage,  E.  Wonley,  Lord 

Heron,  Sir  R.  Tttxaaa. 

Hill.  Lord  M.  BIcwiti,  R.  J. 

Hurray,  A.  Henley,  J.  W. 

List  qf  the  Noe8. 
Acland,  T.  D.  Arkwtigfal,  G. 


A'Casrt,  Capl. 
A<*«ta,  J. 
AcioB,  Col. 
Adari,  Vwct. 


A8tall,W. 
Bailey,  J. 
Baitey,  J.jnn. 
Baillie,  Col. 
Balfour,  J.  M. 
Barinf,  ben.  W.  B. 
Barrington,  ViiCt. 
Ba»ken>i]le,T.  B.  H. 
Btckctt,  W. 


Betl.M. 

BentlDck,  Lord  O. 
Bereiford,  Major 
Berkalejihon.Capt. 
Blackburne,  S.  I. 
Bodkin,  W.  H. 
Boldero,  H.  O. 
Boiihwiok,  P. 
Botfield,  B. 
Bradthaw,  J. 
Broadlay,  11. 
Broadwood,  H. 
Brodie,  W.  B. 
Browurigg,  J.  8. 
Biuoe,  Lord  £. 
Bruce,  C.  L.  C. 
Bra  en.  Col. 
Buck,  L.  W. 
Buckley,  E. 
Buller,  C. 
Duller,  G. 
Buller,  Sir  J.  Y. 
Bunbury,  T. 
Barrel),  Sir  C.  M. 
Barronghea,  H.N. 
Campbell,  Sir  H. 
Campbell,  A. 
CameBie,boQ.  Capt. 
CaTe.non.R,  0- 
Charteril,  hon.  F. 
OheUea,  Viwi. 
Chetwode.Sir  J. 
Chriiiie,  W.  D. 
Cbrittmat,  W. 
Chula,W.L.  W. 
Clayton,  R.  8. 
CleA,  Sir  0. 
Clire,  boa.  R.  U. 
Cochrane,  A. 
CDakbum,rt.bii.91rO. 
Colbome,bn,W.H.R. 
Cole,  hon.  A.  U. 
Colletl,  W.  R. 
Comptoa,  H.  C. 
Coots,  Sir  C.  H. 
Cony,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Courtenay,  Vlwt. 
Crippi,  W. 
Oamer,  boo.  Col. 
Darby,  G. 

Dawnay,hon.  W.H. 
Dickinaon,  F.  H. 
D'Iataell,6. 
Dodd,0. 
Dooglaa,  Sir  H. 
Douglaf,  Sir  0.  E. 
Duffield,  T. 
Duncombe,  bon.  A. 
Du  Pre,C.  G. 
East,  J.  B. 
Egerton,  W.  T. 
EMM,  Laid 
Emiyn,  Viaet, 
Eaooit,  B. 
Eitcoan,  T.  G.  B. 
Famham,  E.  B. 
Fellowea,  E. 
Ferrand,  W.  B. 
Filinar,  Sir  £. 


FiUroy,  Capl. 
F]tiwtllian,lin.O.W. 
Fleming,  J.  W. 
Foibea,  W. 
Fonter,  M. 
French,  F. 
Fuller,  A.  B. 
Gatkell,  J.  Hllnia 
Glad9iona,rt.hn.W.R. 
Godaon,  R. 
Gordon,  hoD.  Capt. 
Gore,  M. 
Gore,W.R,0. 
Goring,  C. 

Graham,  rt.  hn.  Sir  J. 
Granby,  Marquen  of 
Greenall,  P. 
Greene,  T. 
Gregory,  W.  H. 
Grimiion.  Vlaci. 
Grogan,  B. 
Hale,R.B. 
Hamilton,  W.  J. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C. 
Harconrt,0.0, 
Ilardinge,rt.ha.tlirH. 
Hanly,  J. 
Hawea,  B. 
Hankei,  T. 
Hayei,  Sir  E. 
Heathcoat,  J. 
Heneage,  0.  H.  W. 
Hepburn,  Sir  T.  fi. 
Herbert,  hon.  S. 
Hillaborouib,Ewlgf 
Hodgfon,  r. 
HodgMn,  B. 
Hogg,  J.  W. 
HoaUaWnrtb,  T. 
HoIaiei,ba.W.A'C. 
Hope,  bon.  C. 

Hornby,  3. 

Howard,  hn.  R.  Q.  0. 

Hughes,  W.  B. 

Ingest  re,  Vitel. 

loglU,  Sir  H.  H. 

Jamei,  W. 

Jerrayn,  Earl 

Jocelyn,  Vitct.  • 

JohnooD,  W.  Q. 

Johnitoo^  A. 

Joboslooa,  H. 

Jonei,  Capl. 

Kelbufne,  Visci. 

Kamble,  H. 

Knatchbull,  right  bon. 

SirE. 
LangstoD,  J.  H. 
Lawson,A. 
Legh,  O.  C. 
Lennox,  Lord  A. 
Lincoln,  Earl  ol 
LockharttW. 
Long,  W. 
Lopes,  Sir  R. 
Lowlher,  J.  H.    r^     ,-      ^  u 
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te^^STr" 

ReploD,  G.  W.  J. 

Kichtrdi,  B. 

MMkionon.W.A. 

Roge,K.hii.SirG. 

McGeuhy.F.A. 

RMod,  C.  G. 

HahDD.Vucl. 

RooDd,  J. 

Munwaring,  T. 

Roui,  hon.  Capt. 
RDMell.J.D.W. 

Uinun  Lord  C.  S. 

H>iixii,LoidJ. 

Ryder,  hon.  G.  D. 

M.t<l,  Eul  of 

SandoD,  Viict. 

Manham.Vucl. 

Scarletuhon.  R.C. 

MailTD.C.C. 

Seynwur.SirH.B. 

Muon,  O. 

8hepp«d,T. 

Mutet,  T.  W.  C. 

Smith,  A. 

Smolleii,  A. 

MtuGnll.T.P. 

SomerMl,LordG. 

Mil«,P.W.S. 

Soiheron,  T.  H.  5. 

Hiloir.,  H. 

Stanlsj,  Laid 

MorB«i,0. 

Stewart,  J. , 

Monif.  D. 

Stuart,  H. 

Hundv,  E.  M. 

SluTt,  H.  C. 

Mairay,  C.  B.  S. 

SuUOD,  hoo.  H.  M. 

HnilliH. 

Taylor,  J.  A. 

Mm/.  Vina. 

Teonent,  J.  E. 

Homjfclord 

Tollemaahe.  J. 

0'BrieD,W.S. 

Towaelay,  J. 

Owen,  Sir  J. 

Trench,  Sir  F.  W. 

P>ck>,  C.  W. 

Trevor,  hoo.  0.  R. 

Pa|el,J«rdW. 

Troiter,  J. 

Pibit,  R. 

TyrelLSirJ.T. 

Piaixi.O. 

Veie,  Sir  C.  B. 

P.11.1..J.W. 

Veraer.Col. 

P«el,n.lui.SiTR. 

Veram,  U.  H. 

Pm1,J. 

Ward,  H.  0. 

PWHp^O.Il. 

PbillKM. 

Wilbraham,  ho.  R.  B. 

Pi8oa»E. 

Wimam..T.  P. 

PlSmpni,  J.  P. 

Wood,  Col. 

Potto^.  Sii  F. 

Wood,  Col.  T. 

arsft^-'-^ 

Wortley,hD.J.S. 

Wyndham,  Col.  c. 

Price,  R. 

Wyiio,«.hD.C.W.W. 

SSfff 

Younj,  i. 

Young,  Sir  W. 

V»l 

TELLiaS. 

Fremanile.  Sir  T. 

Rtid.SirJ.R. 

BarJDg,  H. 

QuHtioD  •gain  put,  ihat  the  bill  be 
read  a  third  time : 

Dr.  Bowriitg  itated  that  he  ibould  take 
the  MOM  of  the  House  on  the  motion. 

The  HoDH  diTJded— Ayea  229;  Noei 
90:— Majority  139. 

last  <if  th*  Ate>. 

Adaod,  T.  D.  Bailey,  J. 

A'Couit)  CapU  Bail^,  J.,  jtin. 

Ackera,  J.  BaiUie,  Colonel 

Acton,  Colonel  Bairoor,  J.  U. 

Adare,  Vtsci.  Baring,  hon.  W.  B. 

Adderlnr,  C.  B.  Barrington,  Vitct. 

Airord,Viacl.  Batkerville.  T.  B.  M. 

Allii,  J.  P.  Beckett,  W. 

Antrobui,  E.  Bell.M. 

Aritwrighi,  0.  Benlinck,  l/ttA  G. 

Aatell,  W.  Bemfbrd,  Major 


Uackburue.  J.  I. 
Bodkin,  W.H. 
Boldaro,  H.  G. 
Borthwjck,  P. 
BotGeld,  B. 
Bnulahaw,  J. 
Broadtey,  H. 
Broadwood,  K. 
Brodie,  W.  B. 
Brownrigg,  J.  S. 
Bruce,  Loid  E. 
Bruce,  C.  L.  C. 
Bruen,  Coloael 
Buck,  L.  W. 
Buckley,  E. 
Buller,  Sir  J.  Y. 
Buobury,  T. 
Burrelt,  Sir  C.  M. 
Borroughee,  H.  N. 
Campbell,  Sir  H. 
Campbell  A. 
Carnegie,  hon.  Capl. 
Ghaneri*,  hon.  F. 
Chelsea,  Visct. 
Chetwode,  Sit  J. 
Christmas,  W. 
Cliristopher,  R.  A. 
Chute,  W.  L.  W, 
Clayton,  R.  R. 
Clerk,  Sir  O. 
Clive,  hon.  R.  H, 
Cochrane,  A. 
Cockbum,  right  boo. 

SirG. 
Colborac,  hn.W.N.R. 
Cole,  hon.  A.  H. 
Collett,  W.  R. 
CoraptoD,  H.  C. 
Coote,  Sir  C.  H. 
Corry,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Conrtenay,  ViKt. 
Cripps,  W. 
Crosse,  T.  B. 
Damer,  boo.  Colonel 
Darby,  O. 

Dawnay,  hon.  W.  H. 
Dickinson,  P.  H. 
D'lsraeli,  B. 
Dodd,  G. 
Douglas,  Sir  H. 
Douglas,  Sir  C.  E. 
Duffield,  T. 
Duncoinbe,  hon.  A. 
Do  Pre,  C.  G. 
East,  J.  B. 
EgertOD,  W.  T. 
Eliot,  Lord 
Emlyn,  Visct 
Bscott,  B. 
Eslcoort,  T.  0.  B. 
Faraham,  E.  B. 
Fellowes,  E. 
Ferrand,  W.  B. 
Filmer,  Sir  £. 
Piliroy,  Capt. 
FltmiUiam,hn.U.W. 
Flemiog,  J.  W. 
Forbes,  W. 


Fuller,  A.  E. 
Gaskell,  J.  Milnes 
01adstone,rc.ba.W.E. 
Godson,  R. 
Gordon,  boD.  Capt. 
Gore,  M. 
Gore,  W.  R.  O. 
Goring,  C. 
Graham,  rt.  ho.  Sir  J. 
Graoby,  Marqneai  of 
Greenall,  P. 
Greene,  T. 
Gregory,  W.  H. 
Grimston,  Visct. 
Grogan,  E. 
Hale,  H.  B. 
IJamilton,  W.  J. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C. 
Hsrcourt,  G.  G. 
Hardiugf,  right  boa. 

SirH. 
Hanly,  J. 
Hawkes,  T. 
Heneage,  G.  H.  W. 
Hepburn,  Sir  T.B. 
Herbert,  hoo.  S. 
Hilliborough,  Barl  of 
Hodgson,  F. 
Hodgson,  R. 
Hogg,  J.  W. 
Hoaldsworth,  T. 
Holmes,  hn.W.A'Cl. 
Hope,  hOD.  C. 
Hope,  A. 
Hornby,  J. 

Howard,  huu.  C.W.G. 
HowaTd,hon.E.G.G. 
Hu^es,  W.  B. 
Ingestre,  Visct. 
tnglis.  Sir  R.  H. 
Janes,  W. 
Jermyn,  Earl 
Joceljn,  Visct. 
Johnson,  W.  O. 
Johnstone,  \i. 
Jones,  Capt. 
Kelbume,  Visct, 
Kemble,  H. 
KnatehbuU,  right  hon. 

SirE. 

Legh,  G.  C. 
Lennox,  Lord  A. 
Lioeotn,  Earl  of 
Loekhait,  W. 
long,W. 
Lope*,  Sir  R. 
Loarther,  J.  H. 
Lotrther,  hoo.  Colonel 
Lyall,  G. 


MahoD,  Visct. 

Main  waring,  T, 

Manners,  Lord  J. 

Manners,  Lord  €i  ^itizecl  by 
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Much,  Earl  of 
Manham,  Viict 
M»rtyii,  C.  C. 
U»noo,G. 
Hwur,  T.  W.  C. 
MuienniD,  J. 
MauriMll,  T.  P. 
HU«,  P.  W.  S. 
HoiXHn,  O. 
Moad},  E.  M. 
JUorrar,  C.  R.  S. 
N«TilIe,  R. 
N«wry,  Visct. 
Noire;*,  Lord 
O'Conoell.M.J. 

OW0D,  Kt  J. 

PMke,  C.  W. 
^get,  Lord  W. 
Palmer,  R. 
Palmer,  O. 
Patten,  J.  W. 
P«el,  R.  hon.  Sir  R. 
Peel,  J. 
Pigot.  Sir  R. 
Plumptre,J.  P. 
Pono«d,  Sir  F. 
Praed.  W.  T. 
Price,  R. 
Priogle,  A. 
RaiUeieb,  W. 
Keade.  W.  H. 
Raid,  Sir  J.  R. 
ReptOD,  O.  W.  J. 
RicbaTji,R. 
Rose,  rt.  hon.  Sir  Q. 
RouDd,  C.  (). 
Roand,  J. 
Roni,  lion.  Capt. 
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Ruuell,  J.  D.  W. 
Ryder,  hoD.  G.  D. 
SandoD,  Viict. 
Scarlett,  hon.  R.C. 
Sbeppard,  T. 
Smiih,  A. 
Smollett,  A. 
Somcraet,  Lord  G. 
Sotheron,  T.  H.  S. 
Stanley,  Lord 
Stewart,  J. 
Stuart,  H. 
Storl,H.C. 
Suttoa,  boD.  H.  M, 
Taylor,  J.  A. 
TenneDl,J.  E. 
Tolleinaehe,  J. 
Trench,  Sir  F.  W. 
Trevor,  boo.  G.  R. 
Trotter,  J. 
Tyrell,  Sir  J.  T. 
VeTe,SirC.B. 
Vemer,  Colonel 
Vernon,  O.  H. 
Waddiogton,  U.  S. 
Wilbraliam,  hn.  R.  B. 
WiUUmi,  T.  P.     " 
Wodehouse,  E. 
Wood,  Colonel 
Wood,  Colonel  T. 
Wortler,  boo,  J.  S. 
Wyndbun,  Col.  C. 
Wynn,rt.bn.C.W.W. 

YODOg,  J. 

Young,  Sir  W. 

Fremantle,  SirT. 
Baring,  B. 


Littoftha'Hoi.i 


Agliwbr,  H.  A. 
^■m,  W. 
AotoD,  boo.  Colonel 
Atchdall,  M. 
Banaermao,  A. 
Bell,  J. 

Beriteley,  hon.  C. 
Beriieley,  hon.  Capt, 
BMteley.bon.H.F. 
Beraal,  Capt. 
BUckatooe,  W.  S. 
BiidKeman,  U. 

BrotbenoD,  J. 

Browoa,  R.  D. 

Browne,  boo.  W. 

Ballei,  C. 

BuUer.E. 

Bai(eild,W. 

Bjng,  ft.  boD.  G.  S. 

Car*,  boD.  R.  O. 

CbriRie,  W.  D. 

Clement*,  Visct. 

CobdcD,R. 

ColriU,  C.  R. 

Craig,  W.  Q. 

Crawford,  W.  S. 

Cnito*,  H.  B. 
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Dalneoy,  Lord 
Dashwood,  O.  H. 
Denniitoun,  J, 
Doncan,  G. 
Duneombe,  T. 
Dundai,  Admiral 
Easlhope,  SirJ. 
Eaton,  R.  J. 
Ewan,  W. 
Fieldeo,  J. 
Fortler,  M. 
Fox,  C.  R. 
Fteoch, F. 
GibwD,  T.  M. 
Gordon,  Lord  F. 
Bariit,  J.  Q. 
Hatton,  Capt.  V. 
Hawes,  B. 
Heneag^,  E. 
Henley,  J.  W. 
Heron,  Sir  R. 
BUI,  Lord  H. 
Johnston,  A, 
Langilon,  J.  IL 
Maijoribaoki,  S. 
Hitcaire,H. 
Morris,  D. 
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Scott,  R. 
Smith,  B. 

Somerville,  Sir  W.  & 
Stuart,  Lord  J. 
Strickland,  Sir  G. 
Tancred,  H.  W. 
Towneley,  J. 
Trollope,  Sir  J. 
Villiers,  hon.  C. 
Vyryan,  Sir  R.  R. 
Walcley.T. 
Walker,  H. 
Wtdlace,  R. 
Wawn,  J.  T. 
Willianw,  W. 
Wood.B. 
Woriley,  Lord 


Murray,  A. 
Napier,  Sir  C. 
Norrey*,  Sir  D.  J. 
O'Brien,  A.  S. 
O'Brien,  C. 
O'Brien,  W.S. 
O'Connell,  D. 
CConnell,  J. 
OiuUtoo,  Lord 
Paget,  Lord  A. 
Pechell,Cap(. 
Philipt,  O.  R. 
Philipi,  M. 
Pinnej,  W. 
Ponionby,  boo.  J.  G, 
Powell,  C. 
Power,  J. 
Pulsford,  B. 
Rieardo,  J.  L, 
Scholafield,  J. 


Bill  read  a  third  time, 

Mr.  French  stated  that  the  clauie  hs 
propoied  to  bring  up  bad  been  framed  in 
accordance  with  the  piajei  of  a  pelitioa 
pretenied  by  him  last  night,  from  the  five 
iDdividuaU  haviog:,  he  believed,  the  largest 
capital  invested  in  the  milling  trade  in 
Ireland,  Mr.  Alexander,  of  Belfast;  Mr. 
MalcolmiOD,  of  Clonmel;  Mr.  Roberts,  of 
Cork;  Mr,  Knox,  of  Caledon;  and  Mr. 
Rniseil,  of  Limerick.  He  bad  hoped  to 
have  had  that  petition  printed  and  in  the 
hands  of  Members  before  the  third  reading 
of  the  bill ;  but  as  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
at  the  head  of  her  Majestj'i  Governmeat 
had  proceeded  with  the  third  reading  to- 
night instead  of  to-morrow  night,  as  ori- 
ginallv  supposed,  he  was  unable  (o  place 
this  document  before  them  in  a  prinied 
form.  Until  the  year  1793  agriculture 
was  greatly  neglected  in  Ireland,  and  the 
importation  of  corn  frequentW  necessary 
for  the  subsistence  of  its  inhabitants.  In 
that  year  an  act  was  passed  by  the  Irish 
Parliament,  for  the  promotion  of  agricul- 
ture and  encouragement  of  corn  mills, 
which  prohibited  any  foreign  corn  ground 
into  flonr  from  being  at  any  time  imported 
into  Ireland;  and  this  prohibition  was 
confirmed  and  continued  by  the  several 
acts  for  the  regulation  of  the  trade  in  com, 
passed  in  the  Parliament  of  the  United 
Kingdom  in  the  veara  1804,  1806,  1815, 
1822,  and  1828. '  When  the  first  protec- 
tive enactment  was  passed  by  the  Irish 
Parliament,  there  were  but  few  corn  mills 
existing  in  Ireland.  It  appeared,  by  a  re- 
turn laid  on  tbe  Table  of  the  House,  in 
1S35,  that  there  were  then  upwards  of 
1,800  mills  in  that  country,  which  number 
had  been  sinca  considerab^  increased  by 
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Feeh  would  not  abject  to  (hit  (:U<iif «  H 
it  only  plaped  the  millera  ia  the  asme  p(h 
■iiioD  he  hid  aUeadv  coDceded  to  (bq 
proviaion  mercbtnti,  who  had  been  allowad 
time  to  work  oW  their  stocki.  The  Mma 
favour  had  been  exlended  to  the  timber 
and  to  the  seed  merchaoti,  and  poqld  sot, 
he  contended,  in  juttice  be  deniefl  to  the 
milling  ifitereil.  The  case*  of  the  millen 
and  the  proTiiian  mercbapts  were  quita 
analogous  Ttl«  importation  of  fgraigil 
cattle  into  England  had  hitherto  bMit 
prohibited.  The  importatipQ  of  foieigii 
flour  into  Ireland  had  hitherto  ^e^n  pro- 
hibited. The  itnportatioD  of  fornign  cattl^ 
into  England  was  now  to  be  allowed;  but 
tim^  hai  hern  granted  to  the  praiiiioH 
merchant!  to  g«l  tid  of  their  atocki.  Tha 
importation  into  Ireland  of  foKign  floiir 
was  now  to  be  allowed  ;  the  Dbject  of  this 
clause  wai  to  allow  the  millers  tipie  to  get 
rid  of  their  »tocks.  He  truai^dt  therefore, 
tht  HoiiK  would  consider  that  the  cUin* 
he  made  qn  behalf  of  the  Irish  n^jllerR— t< 
the  Hole  qaiiufaciurrra  of  any  impqitancc 
remaining  in  that  country — was  anif  that 
the  same  measure  of  justice  should  b* 
exteiided  to  thetn  that  had  already  been 
esteqded  ta  other  interests.  If  the  Houba 
adopted  this  claqae,  some  tiortiqp  ^t  iea|( 
of  the  calamity  wi'b  tvhich  tbs  Iriih  pilleri 
were  threatened  might  be  avarlqd,  Bq4 
time  affeidqd  le  enable  them  to  roakq  IBW* 
preparation  for  la  momentous  a  ehsBgl 
as  awaited  them,    He  concluded' by  moT- 


the  extension  of  steam  power  and  otbgr 
causes.  In  the  several  parts  of  Ireland, 
where  corn  mills  had  been  erected  large 
tracts  of  waste  lands  had  been  reclaimed 
—tillage  had  been  extended — the  Farmer 
benefitted  by  being  afforded  a  constant 
and  ready  place  of  sale  for  his  produce, 
unburdened  by  the  heavy  expenses  of 
carriage  to  a  distant  market — industry  had 
been  promoted,  and  new  comforts  intro- 
duced emongat  the  working  population  ; 
while  the  country  had  been  enabled  to 
export  lai^  quantities  of  grain  and  Sour 
to  Great  Britain,  beyond  the  supply  neces- 
sary for  its  own  want*  ;  and  he  trus|ed  the 
House  would  join  in  opinion  y^ith  hiiOi 
that  it  would  be  the  greatest  hardship  la 
the  Irish  millers  if  a  protection — conBrmed 
by  every  act  of  Parliament  passed  for  the 
regulation  of  the  com  trade  from  1793  to 
the  present  day,  and  upon  the  faith  of 
which  large  capitals  had  been  invested  in 
corn  mills  in  Ireland — should  be  suddenly 
withdrawn  without  any  notice  whatever. 
In  their  petition  the  millers  entreated  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact,  that  as 
the  necessities  of  the  Irish  farmers  com- 
pelled them  to  sell  their  grain  soon  after 
harvest,  the  Irtshmillert  were  consequently 
obliged  to  purchase  their  stocks  before  the 
present  period  of  the  year,  and  that  they 
were  now  holders  of  large  quantities  of 
wheat,  bought  at  prices  regulated  by  the 
act  proposed  to  be  altered,  and  which  the 
new  bill,  if  passed  into  a  law,  would 
greatly  depreciate.  They  also  stated,  that 
they  had  purchased  their  suppl las  of  wheat 
for  the  present  year  with  the  more  con- 
fidence, inasmuch  as  this  House  refused, 
in  the  Session  of  1S40,  to  pass  a  bill 
brought  in  to  repeal  the  protection  herein- 
before mentioned  and  enjoyed  by  the  Irish 
miller  for  a  period  of  fifty  years.  And 
the  petition  concluded  with  a  prayer  that 
this  Houie  should  afford  the  Irish  milters 
a  reasonable  time  for  working  ofT  their 
present  stockaof  wheal  before  the  proposed 
law  came  into  operation  in  Ireland.  He 
particularly  directed  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  fact,  that  the  stocks  of  wheat 
now  held  by  the  Irish  millers  had  beeii 
necessarily  laid  in  by  them  at  their  own 
warehouses,  at  Christinas  la<t,  whi 


"That  to  puch  of  this  "ct  as  allows  the  in, 
portntioD  into  Ireland  of  flour,  |ha  produce  aii(| 
mannfacture  of  any  fareigo  country,  of  of  any 
British  possession  out  of  EuTope,  shall  not 
commence  and  take  effect  until  ham  an4  af^er 
the  expiratioD  oF  six  calendar  iqoiithi  frorn  ihf 
passing  hereof." 

Clause  brought  np  and  read  a  fl|«t  tina. 
On  the  question  that  it  be  read  a  seoend 

Sir  R,  Pen/  qaifj,  I  propose  tq  submit  9II 
the  agricultural  in|erests  in  this  cqunfry 
to  itnniedi^io  cnmpetliion  with  foraigi) 
produce,  iind  I  ace  no  reason  wh«  ihera 
should  be,  an  aiception  in  the  oase  of 
Ireland.  I  will  take  liie  ca^e  of  oats.  Com- 
plaints have  been  tnade  that  (he  duty  I 
price  of  corn  was  high,  in  consequence  of  j  proposed  is  not  tijff|cient  to  pratect  !ri|h 
the  limited  means  of  the  Irish  farmers,  1  oats  from  foreign  eompelition,  hut  ftill 
which  compelled  them  to  sell  at  that  period  !  oats  are  to  bq  open  to  foreign  conip^ titipp, 
of  the  year,  and  the  absence  of  stores  or  .  and  no  lapse  of  time  is  to  be  givea  to  the 
bonding  warehouses  in  Ireland.  He  trusted  j  grower  to  secure  his  interests.  Kay,  mora 
tbat  tbc  li^htbon-  Qentleman  (Sir  Robeit '  — 1  think  he  should  not  possess  apy  such  .-, 
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beneficial  result  could  be  expected 
preHDt  temper  of  the  HouM. 

Quel  lion  negatived. 

Mr.  Johnston  then  moved  the  following 
clauie : — 


R^ulatton  of  Whgti.        7S 


"  And  ba  it  entcted,  thai  ToraigD  or  colonial 
flour  in  bond,  of  such  a  degree  of  acidity 
be  penerallj  unfit  for  human  food,  and  which 
shall  be  so  BKertained  by  a  tesl  to  be  furnished 
by  the  Board  of  Trade,  shall  be  permiitsd  t 
be  taken  oul  of  bond  for  use  io  the  roanufaelui 
suid  finishing  of  cotton  and  other  goods,  upo 
payment  of  a  duty  of  Irf.  parcwt." 

Ai  a  merchant  and  manufacturer,  h 
thought  ibat  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  do  all  in  their  power  to  promote 
manufacturing  interests.  He,  therefore, 
vas  inclined  lo  support  the  new  tariff, 
considering  it,  though  faulty,  in  some  re- 
sficcli  welt  calculated  to  benefit  the  coun- 
try. In  support  of  his  motion,  the  hon. 
Member  read  a  letter  he  had  received  from 
a  practical  chymist,  in  which  he  stated, 
that  he  could  not  only  apply  a  chymical 
lest  to  prove  whether  flour  was  sour  or 
not,  but,  in  order  to  the  protection  of  the 
revenue,  he  could  Rnd  means  of  making  it 
•0  disagreeable  as  to  be  wholly  unfit  for 
human  food.  All  he  wanted  was,  to  pin 
the  Qovernment  to  the  declaration  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  viz,,— that  the  raw 
material  for  the  use  of  manufactures  should 
be  admitted  at  the  lowestduty, — he  named 
5  per  cent.,— the  duty  upon  flour  was 
upwards  of  40  per  cent. 

Mr,  M,  Philipt  seconded  the  moiioo. 
It  was  impossible  to  carry  on  the  manu- 
factures of  this  country  without  a  very 
extensive  use  of  flour,  and,  whatever  might 
be  said,  by  any  hon.  Gentleman,  all  the 
manufacturers  with  whose  business  lie 
had  become  arquainled  were  in  the  con- 
stant habit  of  using  the  very  best  flour. 
He  could  assure  the  House  and  the  Go- 
vernment, that  the  manufacturers  intended 
no  fraud  upon  the  revenue,  all  they  wanted 
was,  that  they  should  be  relieved  from  a 
great  difficulty  under  which  they  laboured 
and  which  prevented  them  from  luccess- 
fully  competing  with  the  foreigner. 

Dr.  Aovrrinj  had  no  doubt  but  the  Sour  This  account  gave  an  average  of  309 
•ought  to  be  used  in  manufactures  might  quarters  weekly,  Hia  informant  slated, 
be  su  mixed  in  bond  as  to  render  any  tiiat  with  little  eiception,  the  whole  of 
fraud  upon  the  revenue  impossible.  this  wheat  had  been  sold  for  siarch,  and 

Mr.  Cobden  supported  the  proposition,  not  for  food  ;  and  as  a  proof  of  the  effect 
and  hoped  ihe  hon.  Member  for  Kilmar-  which  a  quantity  of  this  injured  wheat 
nock  would  press  it  lo  a  division.  He  had  upim  the  market,  bis  correspondent 
could  assure  the  House  that,  by  agreeing  mentioned,  as  a  fact  notorious  at  Matk- 
lo  the  clauie,  they  would  not  only  confer  I  lane,  that  1 ,800  quarters  of  this  dcKrip- 


a  great  obligation  upon  the  lai^e  muin- 
facturers,  but  also  render  a  great  booo  to 
the  handloom  weaver,  for  whom  they  pro- 
fessed so  deep  a  sympathy,  and  who  could 
not  carry  on  his  work  without  a  plentiful 
use  of  flour, 

Mr.  Gladstone  said,  that  the  Govern- 
meni  were  anxious  to  meet  thewiiheaof 
the  manufacturers  as  far  as  they  could 
safely  do  so.  The  question,  however,  it 
should  be  recollected,  was  one  of  practi- 
cability, and  that  question  liad  been  an- 
swered in  the  negative.  He  was  aware, 
that  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  on 
the  subject  amongst  professional  men ; 
but  those  on  whom  the  Government  were 
accustomed  to  rely,  had  stated,  their  in- 
ability to  supply  a  lest  that  wonid,  with 
sufGcient  certainty,  distinguish  the  states 
of  unsound  flour,  so  far  as  to  meet  the 
objects  proposed  by  the  hon.  Membei'a 
clause. 

Clause  brought  up,  and  read  a  first 
lime.  The  question  that  it  be  read  a 
second  time,  was  negatived. 

'Tr.  Wakley  proposed  the  following 
clause ; — 

And  whereas  it  woald  ba  nnjust  and  in- 
jurious to  the  public  to  admit  into  the  weelcly 
returns  aforesaid,  aceoanli  of  Ihe  purchases 
and  lalei  of  any  wheat  which  is  anfit  to  ba 
ised  for  the  purposes  of  human  food;  be 
t  therefore  enacted,  that  no  account  of  any 
purchase  and  sals  shall  ba  included  in  such 
weekly  return  as  aforesud,  of  any  wheat  which 
shall  have  been  purchased  and  sold  st  a  lass 
sum  than  onMhird  of  the  highest  price  at 
which  any  wheat  is  slated  to  have  been  pur- 
chased and  sold  in  any  such  weekly  rctunu." 

He  had  received,  from  a  source  on 
ihicb  he  could  place  implicit  reliance, 
the  following  statement  relative   to   the 


iitroduction  of  unsound  co 

rn  into  Mnrk- 

sue  since  February  last  :— 

Week  endi 

g  February  1 2 

.   262  quartets. 

February  19 

.    130 

February  26  . 

.  3T3 

March  5 

.     90 

March  12 

.  150 

March  19 

.   354 

— 

March  36       . 

601 
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tion  of  wheat,  lold  by  one  house  in  two 
weeks  endiog  April  7ih,  1640,  had  the 
effect  of  lowering  the  average  for  that 
week  7i.  4d,  per  quarter.  He  was  in- 
formed that,  owing  to  the  atate  of  the 
harvest  in  Scotland,  a  very  small  quantity 
of  the  belt  Scotch  wheat  was  at  present 
sent  to  our  market.  It  had  been  dis- 
covered that  unsound  grain  was  a  prolific 
•ource  of  disease.  At  one  period  rye  was 
eitensively  used  for  human  food,  not  only 
in  this  country,  but  on  the  Continent, 
and  it  was  found  that  in  places  where  it 
was  used,  an  epidemic  prevailed,  one  effect 
of  which  was  to  produce  gangrene  of  the 
eitremitiei.  The  subject  was  investigated 
by  medical  men,  and  it  was  ascertained 
that  the  epidemic  was  produced  by  a 
disease  in  the  rye.  A  medicine  had  been 
formed  from  that  grain  which  was  one  of 
the  most  potent  and  pungent  medicines 
in  the  Materia  Medica,  and  ils  effect  on 
the  nervous  system,  especially  in  the  case 
of  females,  was  most  powerful,  A  medi- 
cal man  had  (raced  the  malignani  cholera 
of  India  to  diseased  rice;  and  had  found 
that  whenever  rice  bnre  a  purple  colour, 
h  was  invariabW  dangerous  to  the  human 
cODBtitation.  Experiments  had  since  been 
made  in  this  country,  and  many  facts  had 
occurred  to  confirm  tha  statements  of  the 
geotlemsn  to  whom  he  alluded. 
ihoagbt  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to 
endeavour  to  prevent  noxious  materials 
from  being  introduced  into  articles  ol 
human  food.  He  did  not  mean  to  say, 
that  bis  proposition  would  have  the  effect 
of  preventing  unsound  grain  from  being 
uaed,  but  it  would  prevent  the  averages 
from  being  affected  by  the  sale  of  such 
grain.  Wheat  was,  in  some  states,  subject 
to  precisely  the  same  disease  as  that  to 
which  he  had  referred  as  affecting  tye< 
He  hoped  the  Government  would  not  re- 
sist the  clsDse  he  had  proposed. 

Mr.  Haioei  seconded  the  motion.  If  it 
were  aa  was  said,  the  object  of  the  law  to 
give  a  certain  protection  to  the  farmer 
while  DO  injury  was  done  to  the  consumer, 
it  was  of  great  importance  that  the  price 
of  that  wheat  only  which  was  fit  for  human 
food,  aboald  determine  the  averages.  He 
thought  the  right  hon.  Baronet  could  not 
comntently  oppose  the  proposition. 

The  clause  bronght  ap,  and  read  a  Snt 
time. 

On  the  motion  that  it  be  read  a  second 
time. 
Sir  R,  Pnl  mid,  the  propotittoD  ie< 


quired  a  great  deal  of  consideration.  The 
clause  would  have  no  effect  in  preventing 
the  use  of  bad  food.  The  other  night, 
two  specimens  of  corn  had  been  produced 
which  had  been  sold  in  the  London  mar- 
ket on  the  same  day ;  one  of  a  sample  of 
iperior  corn  had  been  sold  at  80i,, 
the  other,  a  very  inferior  sample,  had 
been  sold  at  36».  Tbe  effect  of  the  pro- 
position of  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  not 
be  to  exclude  that  inferior  sample,  and 
those  two  specimens  had  been  each  an 
extreme.  The  effect  of  the  clause  would 
be  very  considerable  upon  the  averages. 
If  he  were  to  select  the  finest  bushel  of 
he  could  find,  and  sold  it  in  tbe 
market,  be  would  have  the  opportunity, 
under  this  clause,  of  excluding  all  the 
corn  from  the  returns  of  sales  which  did 
nnt  amount  to  a  third  of  thit  price.  He 
might  not  sell  this  bond  fide;  but,  if  it 
were  stated  to  be  sold,  that  was  to  govern 
the  market-  This  was  really  opening  a 
wide  field  for  speculation.  If  they  were 
ro  attempt  to  lay  down  such  a  rule  aa 
that,  all  corn  sold  below  30t.  or  below 
40j.,  should  not  enter  into  the  averages, 
the  effect  might  be  calculated  \  but  to  say 
that  it  should  be  in  the  power  of  an  indi- 
vidual to  sell  a  bushel  of  corn  so  selected 
and  picked  out,  and  that  he  should  thereby 
exclude  alt  the  returns  of  corn  sold  that 
was  not  a  third  of  that  price,  was  opening 
a  wide  field  for  fraud.  If  the  higheat 
priced  corn  sold  did  not  fetch  more  than 
70f.,  then  a  very  low  priced  corn  would 
be  admitted;  but  if  a  fair  specimen  of 
com  were  sold,  which  brought  90c.  or 
100<^  such  low  priced  corn  could  not  be 
admitted.  Such  a  clause  would  produce 
the  greatest  uncertainty,  and  with  such  a 
power  as  this  given  for  influencing  the 
averages,  the  most  injurious  effects  might 
be  produced. 

Mr.  Wakley  said,  when  he  had  brought 
forward  the  clause,  he  had  fully  intended 
taking  the  sense  of  the  House  upon  it; 
but  after  tbe  remarks  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  he  thought  the  clause  required 
further  consideration,  and  he  thought  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  would  render  a  great 
public  service  if  he  would  take  the  subject 
into  consideration,  and  prevent  the  market 
being  inundated  by  such  horrid  stuff  as 
the  wheat  which  had  been  exhibited. 

Mr.  Hardy  said,  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
bad  before  taken  the  subject  into  his  con- 
sideration on  his  (Mr.  Hardy's)  suggea< 
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Motion  lo  read  the  clause  a  second 
lime,  negatifed. 

On  tbs  qaeition  Ihit  "Thii  bill  do 
pax." — 

Mr.  Cobden  said,  he  should  be  torry  to 
bfc  present  when  the  bill  was  passing  ttith  ■ 
out  entering  his  protest  sgainit  it.  He 
Veotured  to  denounce  it  as  b  robbery  of 
the  poor,  without  an*  compensslion  being 

f:i*eti  to  them  (bribe  robbery.  He  nii- 
ared  tn  predict  that  ihe  people  would  nut 
waste  Ihefr  time  in  future  by  petitioning 
that  Houu  for  the  repeal  of  the  bread- 
Ikx :  but  that  they  would  present  their 
t>et{iioat,  signed  by  millions,  at  the  foot 
of  the  Throne,  prayinr  her  Majesty  to 
dismiss  Ihit  Ho«m   of  Gommbos,    end 

{iraying  hfer  to  give  the  people  an  oftpor- 
onity  of  ginng  an  opinion  as  to  this 
bread-tu.  A  system  of  promises,  of  chi- 
canery, of  trickery,  and  delbsEons,  sueh 
as  were  never  practised  before,  had  led 
the  electors  to  return  members  who  would 
never  be  returned  again  ;  and  he  ventured 
to  say,  that  the  premier  dared  not  take 
tbe  sense  of  Ihe  people  on  this  tax. 
Bill  passed. 
House  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF    LORDS, 

Fridag,  April  8,  1842. 

Ut     mOe, — I*-   Cum  loiportitkii. 

Duk>  of  Bcdfnil^  EMM*  (H.C.)i  MinOlWi  Dl- 


Flour.— From  M 
the  n 


n  Gfilwmy.  ^tUM  the  ImpoTUtLoa  of  Foniga 


LvDB.  and  l^ 


n  tb*  MtBlutn.  Elders,  ind  atlwn  ol 
r«T»  uid  other  plBcs.  Ulki  sU  HutlefB 
totrmnata  by  m  Prnbytsiui  oc  DmeDtlDf  MLolua  be- 
tiran  putta  HBDbst  of  Uw  Churdi  of  Eugtend  lad 
PmbTMilMi  amj  to  luwmril  ViUd.— Fran  KIWnT, 
Bui,  CombR,  Kilplic, 


a*  H<(h  Sh«Ur  ud  Hanbal  of  Ihe  Gnad  Ivxy  u 
WkMeir,  egiint  dH  pnpoed  Alteratton  o(  Ihe  Dmly 
on  Ol*  IiDiwUIkn  of  Forripi  C*itfc  and  Con.— By  the 
Earl  of  Dcrbr,  fnon  Tunlaght,  apdul  itff  ftuthei 
Dim!  «D  HaynMlta  CMIep. 


Adjoi 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Friday,  April  8,  1842. 

Hmtttn.]    BiLLK    PiOnc^R^Drtrd:— tudCBunRr- 
PrtiJ^i.— !•'    WinridI  md  Lauiihi(1>m  Uaipii   Hall- 
nj  I  London  lod  CroTdoD  Railway  i  Grange  Road  Kp- 
pnadNi  (No.  3)  i  BcUaa  nd  FiMUo  Riltwa)'. 


*••    Forth  ud  ClTdi  NiTlgatlon ;  ftlit, 
SI:  Cily  of  OlMgaw  Life  Auiram  u 
ComptDy ;  CuDbtulang  ud  HidrlciTk  Rjjpua )  turn  aaa 
CxmutT  Court  Hoiuei. 
3*-  Staobopc  and  Tjat  RaUrottd  Conpaay. 
■■TiTioiii  Phibihtoi.     By  Hi.  QretDe,  from  the  Pat. 

I>iity.— St  Mr.  Hanlr,  mm  El(tii,  doHrtwerii,  WeyhOI, 
Abbeydort,  Salubury,  Dudley  and  BrlaW,  )«aiMI  itaf 
rurthcr  Grant  to  Viyaooth  C<^kge.-'By  Mr.  C  Bniq, 
Cupt.  Ocrdon,  and  IM  Maniueii  oT  Oruby.  ftom  Bfla, 
AbgidciaMn.  Foiftt,  StaiBAjid,  and  Bairii«uib,  iffiatt 
Uw  loIiDdDakiB  ofForelgB  CUtteand  Hint^By  Ut. 
flumptn.  tnnn  the  Piult  Gmmn  of  Birt  Kent,  tm 
PntaedoB.— By  Lord  r.  EgstoB,  ftm  Btuy,  In  ttnat 
--    -  -       -    -    -  i  ud  Am  H  n«# 

paH  Into  a  law.— By  Mr.  T.  Dii  ~         ~ 

in  the  MHropcdli  and  tlaltAii,  • 


and  t>ert)y»  afalu 

S),aada^tBtUMBiilldin|pr  RiS<iliil"i  ■"  ' 
PromBtWol,  and  Um  PulBMla  and  Ottoital  Gt 
pay.  that  Cai  Eiported  in 


—From  South  Sbldda,  k 

SoDnatfi  W%e«  tot  Labdor  do*,  «lIhoD|h  di  ,  . 

■houW  not  be  pertOnned,  owlnc  to  unamlAMl  SM^ 

wiedii  and  for  Carrying  loto  eff   ^   '^      ~ 

Uotu  of  the  Sekct  CuounlKee  a 

MeRfaant  BtamUD'  Fund.— FTom  Durham. 

peal  of  Ihe  Duty  on  Hawkcn'  Llcanaei.— ] 

hin,  Hit  thr  CcmttmUDcs  of  the  Protactkin  to  (be  R 


Bldup  Aucklai^  ax  the  Rctieal  of  Ui  . 
proD  Btlfhiaa,  ud  oths^ilaat,  fts  the  RadiMlan  Dt 
Ihe  Duly  OB  Slaili*  liMifaiw — Fna  iht  Ctoff  et 
Dublin  and  Olandelllb,  be  AIMatka  at  the  Law!  of 
InlaDdl.->ran  BrlenA,  Ibr  tlw  K 


n|iDg  th*  Impocattoi  o(  Grain, 


Iucome-Tax  —  PEttTTOKS.]  Mr.  T. 
Duncottthe  said,  he  Ud  a  peiiifon  to  pre- 
seilt  from  308  persons  residing  in  the 
metropolis  who  gave  ihcir  ftasotis  why 
they  disapproved  of  the  proposed  Incoitte- 
tax.  One  vnt,  that  it  was  not  just  to  tbk 
incomes  derived  from  trades  and  profes- 
stolis  in  the  same  proportion  as  those 
which  arose  out  of  permanent  prttpeity; 
and  they  also  declared,  that  if  the  pro- 
posed  bill  were  pssied  for  three  years  they 
had  little  doubt  that  ft  would  be  continued 
for  a  ranch  longer  period,  atid  the  amount 
Of  the  Ux  which  it  levted  increased.  Hb 
moved,  ihat  this  petition  be  brought  up. 

The  Speaker :  h  is  coittrary  to  thft 
practice  of  th«  Hon«,  that  stltft  a  petition 
should  be  received. 

Mr.   T.  Dvnambe  ttlwighl,  with  tbe 
utmost  respect  for  the  right  hon.  Qenilt-  - 
man's  tutfaoHty,  that  It  wis  wlthm  tbe 
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power  and  discielion  of  the  House  to  re- 
ject or  accept  a  petition  of  the  nature  of 
that  which  he  preaented.  There  was  no 
fute— no  stahding  order— to  prevent  the 
reception  of  the  people's  petitioQi  by  (hat 
Mouie.  He  admitted,  that  yesterday  the 
resolution  which  he  had  proposed  for  the 
discontinuance  of  the  practice  of  thi 
House,  namelv,  their  not  reCelvinf  any 
^tition^  pending  the  consideration  of  a 
tax,  had  been  negatived.  The  House,  by 
tt  Ttt^  narrow  raajoriiy,  aod  BI  the 
■tance  of  het-  Majesty's  Oovernmetit, 
jected  his  proposition;  but,  as  there 
ho  standing:  otder— no  resolution  of  the 
Houke  on  which  to  ground  the  custom 
which  had  bten  coitfirtned  by  last  night'k 
Vote,  but  tinly  the  obsoleie,  absutd,  and 
cobwebhed  practice  itself  —  though  he 
should  be  the  last  penon  to  endeavour  to 
fly  in  the  hie  of  any  standing  recorded 
opinion  Qf  that  House— he  thought  the 
depAnuFe  ftoin  this  practice  in  variotls 
instances,  clearly  shewed  that  the  House 
had  the  power  of  receiving  or  rejecting 
the  petitions  of  the  people  at  it  thought 
fit.  He  admitted,  that  the  Usage  had 
been  such  as  was  last  night  insisted 
but  It  took  its  rise  in  the  most  corrupt 
times,  when  Walpole  was  Minister,  and 
It  totllirtUed  tip  to  the  time  of  the  Reform 
Bill,  during  all  which  period  the  Miuister 
enjoyed  more  power,  the  House  was  more 
corrupt,  and  the  raajoriiy  of  course  more 
pliant.  But  in  1815  SlrW.  Curtis,  pend- 
ing the  toniideration  of  the  property-tax, 
O^red  a  petition  to  the  House,  and  the 
House  divided  on  the  question  whether  it 
be  received  on  the  very  ground  on  which 
(be  Speaker  had  now  intimated,  riamely, 
the  existence  of  a  practice  to  the  contrary. 
Iti  1B16,  andther  petition  was  brought  up 
by  the  sheriffs  of  London,  and  Sir  W. 
Curtis  having  moved  that  it  be  received, 
tho  proposal  was  agreed  to.  He  consi- 
dered. On  the  whole,  that  the  practice  was 
uord  honoured  in  '■  the  breach  than  in  the 
DbsemnCe,"  and  he  should  certainly  take 
the  letiBG  Of  Ih6  House  on  the  qnestion, 
whether  this  twtition  be  received  or  not. 

The  Speaief!  I  have  already  staled 
what  bu  been  the  practice  of  the  Houm 
with  regtrd  to  tocn  petitions  as  the  pre- 
lent  i  but  of  ifourae  I  cannot  insist  on  the 
continiaabce  of  that  practice  if  the  House 
Ihould  think  Rt  to  alter  It.  f  do  not  think, 
Ihettfore,  that  the  hon,  Oetitleman  can  be 
denied  the  power  to  Itaske  th«  teotion 
*bicb  h«  has  sabttUted. 


Mt.R.Palmer:  Hemust say, that 
he  been  in  the  House  last  night,  he  shi 
in  all  probability  have  voted  with  the 
nority.  He  really  could  not  see  the  ot 
of  retaining  a  custotn  which  failed  c 
bleiely  in  answering  its  ostensible  obji 
for  the  hon.  Member  for  Finsbury 
now  done  as  much  as  if  the  petition  « 
formally  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  Ho 
The  hon.  Gentlemen  had  stated  the  p 
whence  the  petition  proceeded,  the  nun 
of  those  who  signed  it,  and  its  prk 
There  must  be  some  grounds  of  whict 
was  cot  aware  for  continuing  a  prac 
which  Struck  him  aa  of  a  nugatory  chai 
ter,  and  he  should  he'  glad  to  hear  f 
the  right  faon.  Gentleman  in  the  Ch 
what  reasons  could  be  alleged  in  juStiE 
tion  of  the  custom. 

Mr.  Kemble  was  not  present  at  the 
bate  Ihm  night,  and  if  he  had  been,  he 
considerable  doubt  ho*  he  should  h 
voted.  But  this  he  did  say,  that  whe 
was  known  that  the  public  business  wc 
not  commence  until  Gve  o'clock,  and  a 
a  decision  had  been  solemnly  come  to 
this  question,  it  was  a  most  unfair  ) 
ceedin^  to  come  forward  in  the  stn 
force  in  which  th(»e  opposite  had  evidei 
mustered  on  that  occasion.  It  was  im( 
sible  to  see  the  arrav  on  the  other  si 
without  Coming  to  the  coocluBJon  t 
an   effort   had  been   made   for  the  f 

Eose  of  collecting  a  great  number 
On.  Members  to  support  the  moti 
It  was  not  fair,  after  the  discussion 
last  night,  to  try  and  get  rid  by  a  I 
wind  of  the  resolution  which  had  b 
come  to,  and  when  the  Speaker  had 
dared  it  was  contrary  to  the  usage  of 
House.  Under  these  circumstances 
should  move  that  the  debate  upon 
subject  be  adjourned  till  Monday, 

Sir  H.  Hardiage  must  declare,  a 
the  decision  which  had  been  come 
yeiterday  evening,  that  it  was  an  uop 
liametitary  proceeding  to  come  down 
the  House  that  evening,  and  before 
usual  hour  at  which  public  business  fx 
menced,  to  attempt  to  set  aside  that 
cision.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  h 
Member  would  not  peialst  in  his  meii 
but  would  adjourn  his  proposition 
Monday. 

Mr.  O'Comiell  hoped  his  hon.  Frii 
would  not  consent  to  postpone  his  moti 
As  to  the  idea  of  meeting  the  question 
"a  aide  wind,"  the  charge  was  whi 
imfduaded,  for  this  motion  met  the  di 
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Cii)ty  directly.  So  far,  ag^in,  from  ill 
being  unpatliametitRry  to  recei*e  the  pell- 
tioDB  of  the  people  oa  mODey  graDti,  it 
was  the  very  fouDdatioD  of  all  their  pro- 
ceedings and  of  all  their  privilege!.  We 
■bould  never  have  had  a  Parliament  but 
that  Engiiibmen  were  jealous  of  their  hold 
on  the  pune-strrngt  of  the  nation;  and  it 
was  certainly  moit  ridiculoui  that  it  should 
be  a  maxim  of  the  constitntion,  that  you 
could  not  vote  a  shilliagwithout  the  consent 
of  the  repruentatives  of  the  people,  and 
yet  prevent  that  people  from  making  knoivD 
their  wiihei  to  their  lepreBentatives.  The 
practice  was  directly  cootrary  to  first  prin- 
ciplet,  and  he  came  down  for  the  very 
purpose  of  opposing  its  continuance,  He 
had  the  misfortune  to  he  shut  out  yester- 
day, and  he  came  down  that  day  for  the 
■ake  of  remedying  the  omission.  And 
without  the  slightest  disrespect  to  hon. 
OenllemcD  opposite,  he  hoped  his  hon. 
Friend  would  persevere  until  he  succeeded. 
He  felt  embarrassed  lest  tbe  Speaker  should 
decide  otherwise  than  he  baa,  and  in  ibai 
case  he  would  submit  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  decision;  but  as  tbe  right 
hon.  Oentleman  left  the  House  to  decide, 
be  trusted  an  end  would  be  put  to  tbe 
question.  Taxes  of  all  things  most  aSected 
the  interests  of  traders  and  professional 
people;  and  ought  not  they  on  sucb  a 
subject  to  be  beard  by  their  representatives? 
He  hoped  it  would  not  be  considered  a 
party  question,  and  that  tbey  would  only 
consider  what  was  their  duty  to  their  con- 
ititueati  i  and  for  his  own  part  be  would, 
under  any  circumstances,  have  supported 
tbe  view  he  was  now  advocating. 

Mr,  fsM&Iewisbed  to  explain,  He  had 
■aid  nothing  with  regard  to  the  question, 
but  he  complained  that  after  tbe  decision 
they  had  come  to  last  night,  the  question 
should  be  sought  to  be  carried  by  a  aide 
wind. 

Colonel  Sibthorp  had  last  night  voted 
for  Ibe  hon.  Member  for  Finsbury,  but 
after  his  motion  had  been  lost  by  such  a 
majority,  be  did  not  think  it  altogether 
fair  to  seek  to  upset  that  decision  in  the 
manner  the  hon  Member  now  proposed 
it.  It  was  not  consistent  with  tbe  open  and 
manly  course  which  that  hon.  Member 
always  took,  and  he  should  therefore  vote 
against  bis  proposition  to-night. 

Mr.  L<mtbtOTi  hsd  supported  tbe  motioo 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Finsbury  last 
night,  but  after  tbe  decisioo  -which  bsd 
been  then  come  to,  ai  to  what  tbe  piacUce 
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of  the  House  was,  he  protested  against  the 
present  proceeding,  as  being  rather  an 
unfair  wsv  of  obtsiniag,  by  a  tide  wind,  a 
reversal  of  that  decision.  Let  the  hon. 
Member  bring  forward  bis  motion  on  a 
future  day,  and  be  would  support  him  on 
a  question  which  involved  the  secnriiy  of 
the  people,  and  their  right  to  petition 
that  House,  but  he  would  not  lend  himself 
to  upset  the  rulea  and  regolationi  of  the 
House  by  a  side  wind. 

Mr.  R.  Palmer  thought  it  would  be 
more  consistent  with  tbe  course  in  which 
business  was  carried  on  in  that  House  if 
the  hon.  Gentleman  would  give  notice  for 
a  future  day,  and  let  the  subject  receive 
the  discussion  which  it  deserved. 

Sir  R.  H.  Inglit  contended  that,  ta 
common  courtesy,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Finsbury,  in  attempting  practically  to  re- 
verse the  decision  of  the  House,  ought  at 
at  least  to  have  given  notice  of  bis  inten- 
tion last  night,  so  that  tbe  House  might 
have  been  in  possession  of  his  intention  to 
present  a  petition,  on  the  reception  of 
which  the  whole  question  was  to  be  re- 
argued and  again  decided.  Of  that  no 
one  would  have  complained.  But  after 
the  expression  of  opinion  last  night,  he 
ought  not,  without  any  communication  to 
hon.  Members  except  to  bis  own  friends 
around  him,  again  to  raise  that  great  end 
important  question.  He  should  rote  for 
tbe  adjournment;  and  he  trusted  that, 
with  tbe  assistsnce  of  the  bon.  Member 
for  Durham,  whose  speech  was  so  effective, 
and  with  whom  he  entirely  concurred,  the 
object  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Finsbury 
would  be  frustrated. 

Captain  Pechtll  said,  that  perhepe  the 
hon.  Member  for  Finsbury,  might  not  have 
bad  an  opportunity  of  giving  notice  of 
bit  intention  to  present  the  petition. 
Membera  on  that  side  of  the  Honse 
usually  presented  petitions  as  soon  as  tbey 
received  them.  He  hoped  that  tbe  hon. 
Member  would  persist  in  his  motion  for 
bringing  up  the  petition.  He  might,  per. 
haps,  pursue  the  same  course  with  respect 
to  a  petition  which  he  had  in  bii  posses- 
sion. At  the  same  time  be  begged  todia- 
claim  any  want  of  courtesy  to  the  Speaker. 

The  &Iu:i(or-Gen0ra/ said,  that  without 
discussing  whether  the  prsctice  was  a 
wise  one  or  not,  it  had  been  the  pnc> 
tice  of  the  House  foe  tbe  last  100  or 
160  years  to  reject  petitions  sucb  ai 
that  which  the  bon.  Member  for  Finsbnij 
DOW  offered  to  the  Honie.    The  Honw,^ 
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tion,  such  Bi  the  one  non  objected  to, 
hit  hands,  he  troutd   place  that  petition 
before  the  Houie,  and  the  odium  of  iis 
rejection  bj  the  House  should  rest  upon 
the  inajorit;.     He  agreed  most  i*illing;]y 
ia  tbe  luggvstion  of  adjourning  the  sub- 
ject 10  Monday  next,  when  at  fire  o'clock 
he  would  ask  the   House    whether   the 
would  receive  the  petilion,  which  till  the 
be  should  keep  in  nis  possession. 

Mr.  M.  CHhsoit  wished  to  know  what 
distinctioQ  was  drawn  between  the  duties 
on  corn,  anil  a  lax  on  Income  T 

Sir  R.  Petl  said,  that  the  dnties  on 
corn  were  not  proposed  in  a  comrtiittee  of 
Wayi  atid  Means  for  the  service  of  the 
yea)',  Md  therefore  tbe  general  rule  re- 
Ipecling  the  presentation  of  petitions 
&p))lied  t6  them,  whereas  the  Incotne-lax 
was  proposed  for  (he  service  of  the  year, 
and  the  practice  was  not  to  receive  peti- 
tions against  propositions  of  that  oature. 

Debate  adjourned. 

AFroHANisTAN.]'  Mr.  Escatt  wished 
to  know  whether  the  right  hon.  Batonet 
at  the  head  of  the  dovemment  could, 
tonsittently  with  the  ioierests  of  thi 
lie  service,  qiake  any  statement  relative  to 
the  circumstftncet  which  had  led  to  the 
War  in  AtfghaiiinBn,  or  any  facts  which 
would  enable  Parlinment  tO  decide  on  the 
justice  and  policy  of  that  war. 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  that  several  eitractt 
from  otecfal  documents  respecting  the 
Wtr  1q  AfTghanistaa  were  laid  before  the 
Mouse  s0m6  time  since,  those  ektraCta 
conveyed  alt  the  information  which  it 
kt  that  lioie  ekpedient  to  furnish.  With 
Tespetit  to  the  events  which  had  mote 
fcenily  Occurred,  the  information  received 
by  tbe  Government,  ekce^t  with  respect 
to  the  melancholy  facts  which  were  before 
tbe  public  teat  exceedingly  imperfect. 
The  causes  which  had  led  to  such  an 
tnormoat  loss  of  life,  is  welt  at  the  mCK 
titei  of  those  Who  bad  entered  into  the 
eapltulation,  WeK  very  imperfectly  known, 
Ud  tbt  infortnalion  tthreh  the  Oorern- 
Itoent  iMsiMMd  upon  that  [tohit  was  ob- 
tAlnea  rather  tiom  private  »bTcei  than 
official  communicatlAal. 

fittocH  CbaPEL.]  Cotottel  Fox  heggei 
it  mil  the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
tWaX  the  Setireiaty  fbt  tbd  Home  De^ 
MHueot  t6  h  Hbttei-  tthicb  he  eotitidered 
te  be  bf  cotiildetabh  importanee.  Hie 
HAm  irtitUQ  teodtlect  thftt,  about  a  y«ar 
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ago,  the  notice  of  the  House  was 
called  to  a  nuisance  arising  from  the 
number  of  bodies  buried  beneath  the  Hoor 
of  Enoch  Chapel.  Tlie  Chairman  of  the 
committee  for  the  improvement  of  towns, 
in  company  with  htm  and  other  Members, 
had  recently  visited  the  chapel,  for  the 
purpose  of  inspecltng  it.  They  were  in- 
formed that  upwards  of  1,200  bodies  bad 
been  interred  beneath  the  Hoor  of  the 
chapel  since  1824,  in  a  superficies  of  sixty 
feet  by  thirty,  certainly  not  so  large  vi 
that  House.  The  floor  #u  composed  of 
planks  merely,  without  any  brick  tvork, 
and  yet  this  building  had  been  let  as  t 
school  for  Roman  Catholic  children,  and 
was  to  be  opened  for  that  purpose  bti 
Monday.  He  wished  to  know  whethet'  ibt 
right  hon.  Baronet  could  take  any  steps  tA 
prevent  the  disastrous  results  which  mi^ht 
be  ekpecled  to  result  from  the  application 
of  the  building  to  such  a  purpose. 

Sir  J.  Graham  said,  that  until  the 
hot),  and  gallant  Member  courteously 
intimated  his  iulention  of  putting  his 
question,  he  was  unacquainted  with  the 
subject.  Ha  dodbted  whether  he  had 
authority  to  prevent  the  building  being 
applied  to  the  purpose  stated,  but  he 
would  exert  his  influence  for  that  object. 

Ibcome-Tax— Rsport.]  SIril.  Peet 
moved  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  bring- 
ing up  of  the  report  of  tbe  committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Lord  /.  Ruiiell  rose,  and  said :  The 
House  being  already  informed  that  the 
proposition  for  the  imposition  of  eti  In- 
come-tax has  been  agreed  to  by  the  com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  the  House 
having  already  decided,  in  conformity  with 
ancient  practice,  that  no  petitions  against 
it  shall  be  reCeited,  on  tne  ground  that 
the  House  has  the  tax  under  considera- 
tion, I  Conceive,  that  before  bringing  Up 
this  report,  1  am  juiiiGed  in  moving  A 
resolution  which  shall  conrey  my  sense  of 
the  present  state  of  our  financial  and  com- 
mercial affairs,  and  of  the  remedy  which 
ongbt  to  be  applied  lo  it.  If  it  has  evef 
bfeen  the  misfottutie  of  a  Member  of  the 
Opposition  to  uke  a  gloomy  rie*  of  pub. 
lie  affair*,  and  to  depict  to  Ihe  House,  In 
melancholy  tints,  the  (btoic  prospects  Of 
the  country,  that  is  a  task  (Vom  wlileh,  at 
the  present  moment,  I  am  happily  relieved. 
Un  the  cotitrary,  I  am  dihpMed  to  think, 
that  with  respect  to  the  financial  part  OF 
the  qtieition,  the  Gore^tneDt  buft  taken    ':■: 
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loo  serious  a  view  of  the  difficultiet  of  oar 
situation,  that  they  bave  niiiCBlculaled  as 
to  tlia  nature  of  ihe  evil  which  now  afflicK 
us,  and  tbdt  the  remedy  their  propose, 
though  Hot  totally  inapplicable,  in  beyond 
and  beside  the  occasiou.  The  view  which 
the  Government  take,  as  I  understand  it, 
it,  ihalourfiDadcialdifficultiei— theennr- 
mout  deficiency  as  it  was  called  one  even- 
ing— form  the  great  evil  which  ought  lo 
be  remedied  by  the  imposition  of  as 
iDCome-tas,  whilst,  as  iubtidiary  mea- 
HiKa,  it  il  proposed  to  make  alterations 
in  dra  laws  with  respect  lo  the  iinporiation 
of  corn,  raw  produce,  and  manuruciures, 
wkich  the  interett  of  the  country  may  seem 
to  require.  Now,  my  view,  spealtinE 
peDeralty,  of  the  situsiion  of  the  country, 
la,  that  our  financial  diSiculty  calls  for  no 
Buch  extraordinary  effort  as  hag  been 
proposed ;  but  that  there  are  lerioiis 
difficulties  affecting  the  comoiercial  and 
manufacturing  positron  of  the  people,  and 
affecting  our  lituaiion  as  regards  trade, 
aod  the  future  atabiliiy  nf  our  maaufac- 
tarea.  It  is,  in  my  opinion,  to  the  second 
object  lalber  than  to  the  first,  that  we 
ought  to  direct  our  chief  attention,  and  In 
that  quarter  our  chief  remedy  should  be 
applied.  Let  me  observe,  that  the  defi* 
cieDcy  for  the  year  for  which  we  have  to 
provide  is  stated  by  the  right  hoo.  Baronet 
at  about  2,570,000'.  j  but  the  total 
amount  which  he  proposes  to  derive  from 
the  Income-tax,  from  the  taxes  to  be 
applied  to  Ireland,  in  order  that  that 
country  may  bear  at  least  same  portion  of 
the  burden,  awd  froBi  the  duty  on  the 
export  of  coals,  ii  about  4,381,0001.  It 
is  not,  therefore,  on  account  of  our  finaa- 
cial  difficulty — it  is  not  on  account  of  the 
deficieacy  of  revenue  as  it  standi,  and  as 
it  is  stated  by  the  Government  thenielves, 
that  the  great  effort  proposed  is  necessary. 
In  order  lo  place  in  a  clear  point  of  view 
the  existing  neceaiilies  of  the  Stale,  I 
must  refer  lo  former  occasions  on  which 
an  Income-tax  has  been  proposed,  and  on 
which  the  House  of  Commona  assented 
lo  the  proposition  by  large  roajoriiiea. 
Tlie  difficulty  which  we  had  to  encounter, 
as  far  M.  ^a  finances  were  concerned, 
when  an  Income-tax  waa  first  proposed, 
was  of  thii  natdre.  We  had  for  several 
years  been  engaged  in  war,  and  were 
everT  year  adding  to  the  aiaount  of  the 

Subfic  debt  by  borrowing  money  on  very 
isadvantagcoua  lerms.  Ita  the  year  before 
tbe  IocOtDe*tcu(  was  imposed,  a  loaa  of 


15,000,000/.  had  been  raised.  An  addi- 
tion having  been  made  to  the  assessed 
taxes,  it  was  enacted  ihat  any  one  wbd 
might  become  liable  to  taxes  amounting 
to  more  than  one-tenth  of  his  income, 
should  be  exempted  from  the  overplos. 
In  the  followiag  year,  notwitbitandiog 
additionnl  taxes  to  the  amount  of 
4,000,0001.,  there  was  a  deficiency  of  no 
tela  than  lO.OOO.OOOt.  The  pressure  of 
Ihe  War  Required  exiraordlndty  eiforU, 
and  the  minisrer  of  that  day,  having  the 
House  and  the  country  wiib  him  in  bis 
deierniination  to  carry  OD  the  war, 
thought  it  necessary  not  to  go  on  incur* 
ring  debt,  and  anticipating  the  reiourvei 
of  posterity,  but  asked  the  CDuhtry  by  « 
new  eRbrt  to  make  the  income  more  nearly 
equal  to  the  expenditure  required  for  the 
war.  When  peace  was  concluded,  Mr. 
Addiogton  proposed  at  once,  lhat  tba 
IncotBe-tax  be  discoatinued.  Althoagti 
the  original  lax  had  been  tnade  IfaUe  lO 
the  debt  for  Reveral  years,  Mr.  AddlHgtOS 
thoilght  it  necessary  to  abolish  the  tat 
immedialely  afYer  the  declaration  of  peace. 
On  the  country  becoming  again  enebged 
In  war,  the  tax  was  again  imposed,  end 
with  the  same  view  as  before— namely, 
to  preveat  too  rapid  an  occumalathm  of 
debt.  In  1806  Ihe  aAtWnt  Of  Ihe  UX 
Wat  tailed  to  10  per  cent.  But  In  that 
^ear  loans  had  been  made  to  the  ekteat 
of  len  millions,  and  in  the  previous  year 
lb  the  extent  of  twenty  millions.  To  pre- 
vent to  prodigious  an  aocumulatioh  of 
debt  on  posterity,  the  GoverDnient  of  that 
day  thought  it  their  duty  to  propose  M 
inerease  in  the  liibottie-tblc.  At  Ihe  peat;e, 
a  proposal  Was  made  by  the  Onvernmettt 
Id  continue  tlie  tax  fur  two  years  longer, 
with  a  view  of  paying  off  a  portion  of  the 
debt,  but  the  proposal  was  resisted  by 
Members  on  both  sides  of  the  Hodse,  and 
was  eventually  defeated  afVer  a  discussion 
that  lasted  tot  Several  weeks.  Thereby, 
as  Lord  Brougham  has  expressed  hitntelf 
in  the  inlrodaction  to  one  of  bia  speecheg, 
it  was  finally  established  aa  a  ptiftcipte, 
that  the  Income-tax  should  be  a  t6k  tA  M 
reserved  only  for  the  exigencies  of  a  war. 
Many  years  afterwards  ti^e  question  *ab 
brought  again  under  discussiont  at  ft  ttiAK 
when  there  was  a  great  preaanre  ob  th« 
finencea  of  the  country,  In  1833,  tbe 
motion  for  a  reduction  of  the  malt-iaK 
having  been  carried,  and  a  motion  for  ft 
further  reduction  of  the  house  and  windowh 
tax  being  nader  consideration,  Lord  Al- 


y  Google 


8» 


tncome-tax— 


thorp  repretented  that  the  deficiency  wbicb 
would  be  caused  in  the  revenne  bv  a  re- 
peal of  the  malutax,  and  by  a  reduction 
of  the  HouK  and  wiodow  duty,  could  be 
supplied  only  by  the  impoiition  of  an  In- 
come-tax. On  that  occasion  Lord  Althorp 
made  aeverai  atatemenla  on  the  subject. 
With  regard  to  the  general  proposition, 
Lord  Ai  thorp  aaid  : — 

"  I  do  not  tbitik  it  would  be  prudent  lo  have 
a  Tenr  small  property  tax.  If  the  svilem  is  to 
be  aaopted  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  adopted  as  a 
■yslem,  and  on  a  sufficiently  exteoiive  scale  lo 
allow  of  eitinRuishi  ns  seTsral  minor  taxes.  It 
would  be  deniable,  in  the  situation  in  which 
this  country  is  placed,  oever  to  raise  leu  thao 
10^90,0001.  or  13,000,00001.  by  a  propeny 
tax,  to  be  imposed  as  a  substitute  tor  other 
taxes.  This,  it  ig  quite  clear,  must  be  a  pro- 
ty-tax  applying  generally,  as  stated  in  my 
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"Tliere  maat  be  a  rigorous  inquisition  into 
CTcry    man's    properly  as  a  necessary  con- 


pertT-U 
resoluti 


"There  are  many  hon.  Members  in  this 
House  who  remember  the  last  property-tax ; 
there  are,  perhaps,  also  many  who  do  not  re- 
collect the  feeling  which  then  existed  in  the 
counlty  on  this  subject.  Speaking,  however, 
from  my  own  experience,  I  do  not  remember 
any  tax  that  ever  existed  so  unpopular  as 
Ibe  propeity-tax  in  1816,  the  repeal  of  which 
was  received  with  uni venal  acclamation. 
Why,  therefore,  are  we  to  suppose  that  it 
would  be  more  popular  now  than  it  was  then  i 
Gentlemen  talk  of  modifications  and  changes ; 
but  i(  it  be  intended  to  raise  by  it  a  large  sum 
of  money  as  a  substitute  fat  a  large  portion  of 
taxation,  it  is  impossible  that  it  should  n  ' 
bear  on  every  class  of  the  community — it 
impossible  to  lay  it  on  one  class  and  exempt 
another. 

"If  inquisitorial  powers  are  spoken  of, 
where  will  you  find  inquisitorial  powers 
graater  than  those  which  were  then  exercised  ! 
I1iat  tax  was  most  objectionable  on  account  of 
the  injustice  and  fraud  to  which  it  gave 
and  the  false  returns  which  were  constantly 
made — aod  it  was,  consequently,  detested  by 
the  whole  country. " 

The  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Tamworth.on  the  lame  occaalon,  expreaaed 
hii  oppoaition  to  inch  a  tax  in  the  itrong- 
eat  terma. 

,"  the  right 


In  quoting  hia  worda  on  this  occasion. 
I  do  not  mean  to  trgae  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  made  use  of  any  expreiaiona 
at  all  inconaiatent  with  the  course  be  is 
now  purauiog.  The  right  boo.  Gentleman 
went  on,  howcTer,  to  say,  tbat  if  either  a 
property-tax  or  ao  Incame-tax  were  im* 
pOKd, 


That,  Sir,  is  in  perfect  conformity  with 
the  proposiUon  now  made  by  the  right 
hon.  QentlemaDtbut  it  is  much  at  variance 
with  the  idea  of  some  peraoos,  who  think 
it  practicable  to  have  an  Income-tax,  and 
yet  lo  get  rid  of  the  inquieitOTJal  scrutiny 
into  private  affairs.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman further  said,  and  said  most  traly, 
that  an  hicome-iax, 

"  UDaccompanied  by  severe  and  nnspariog 
acrutinf  into  private  afTBiiB,  would  encourage 
fraud  and  peijaiy." 

If  men  were  not  afraid  of  a  aevere  ex- 
amination, the  honest  would  have  to  pay 
to  ita  full  amount,  while  thoae 
guilty  of  fraud  would  comparatively  escape 
the  tax.  From  what  I  have  already  said, 
it  follows  that  when  this  tax  was  imposed, 
it  was  imposed  for  Che  purpose  of  supply- 
ing deficiencies  to  the  amoant  of  some 
ten  or  twenty  millions  in  the  expenses  of 
the  current  year.  When  imposed  in 
1798,  we  were  borrowing  money  at 
47.  Is  that  our  present  situation  T 
The  present  deficiency  is  not  one- 
twentieth  of  our  whole  income.  The 
credit  of  the  country  is  unimpaired.  The 
three  per  cents,  are  at  89  or  90,  and 
money  may  with  ease  be  borrowed  at  3 
per  cent.;  other  nations — Austria  and 
Holland,  for  instance —are  raising  money 
at  3  per  cent.  There  is  nothing,  then,  ia 
the  present  state  of  the  country,  nor  it) 
the  amount  of  the  deficiency,  to  require  so 
extraordinary  an  effort.  The  Inconie-tax 
is  a  resource  that  we  ought  lo  reserve  for 
the  exigencies  of  war,  or  of  a  peace  ac- 
companied by  circumstances  equivalent  to 
the  difficulties  of  a  war ;  but  it  should  not 
be  imposed  under  ordinary  circumatancea. 
Let  me  now.  Sir,  state,  what  appear  to  me 
to  have  been  the  general  objections  that 
made  the  country  so  anxious  to  get  rid  of 
this  tax,  aa  soon  as  possible  after  the 
peace.  It  appears  to  me  that  we  ought 
not  to  impose  a  yearly  tax  on  the  funds 
except  in  the  case  of  such  difficulties,  that 
by  no  means  could  the  requisite  resources 
of  the  Exchequer  be  obtained.  I  am 
aware  that  Lord  Althorp  proposed  a  tax 
on  the  transfer  of  atock,  but  I  am  also 
aware  that  his  own  Friends— I  am  also 
aware  that  his  own  Friends  pointed  out  to 
him  the  impolicy  of  such  a  course,  whila 
the  proposal  wu  Tebemently  opposed  bj 
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medy  to  the  iaeqa&litiei  that  hkd  been 
complBiDed  of,  othen  wonld  remaiD  be- 
bind,  For  which  it  would  be  impoiiible  to 
provide  a  remedy.  Tbas  tba  right  hon. 
Gentleman  only  refuBed  lo  correct  one  in- 
equality, because  he  coald  not  remedy  lo 
many  othen  that  would  continue  to  be  in- 
leparable  rrom  the  Ux.  But,  Sir,  are  not 
iheie  reasons  why  such  a  tax  as  this  ought 
never  lo  be  resorted  lo  without  some  over- 
bearing necesaity  of  state  ?  Another  ob- 
jection which  i  have  to  an  Income-iax  ia 
the  inquiiitoriul  examination  into  men'a 
private  affairs,  which  ia  part  and  parcel  of 
the  tax.  This  inquisitorial  ayitem  it  is 
altogether  impoaaible  to  avoid,  for  it  will 
be  impossible  to  rely  un  the  declarations 
of  individuals  as  to  the  amount  of  their 
several  incomes.  It  has  been  laid,  that 
persons  ought  not  lo  be  afraid  of  having 
the  real  amount  of  their  incomes  known, 
but  such  a  declaraitoo  appears  to  me 
to  be  most  extraordinary  in  a  commer- 
cial country.  There  must  be  occasiuna 
when  the  publication  of  a  merchant's 
accounts  must  be  extremely  prejudicial 
to  the  future  course  of  hia  affairs,  and 
can  it  be  endured  that  the  principle  is 
to  bo  laid  down,  thai  auch  a  roan  is 
guilty  of  something  criminal  if  he  objecla 
to  have  his  concerns  inquired  into,  and 
his  accounts  current  declared  all  over  the 
world  ?  The  time  also  at  which  the  tax  ia 
DOW  proposed  is  a  peculiarly  unfortunate 


iha  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  as  a  viola- 
linn  of  public  faith.  The  argument  I 
wish  to  put  is,  that  the  funds  form  a  de- 
posit for  the  aavings  of  the  country,  and 
that  it  is  therefore  not  expedient  to  lay  a 
tax  upon  them,  if  such  a  course  can  by 
any  means  be  avoided.  It  ia  of  great  ad- 
vantage to  this  country  to  have  London 
the  chief  money  market  of  the  world — a 
state  of  things  which  tends  very  much  to 
increase  the  wealih  of  the  country.  To 
maintain  such  a  state  of  things,  it  ia,  how- 
ever, highly  important  that  the  fundi 
should  be  kept  free  from  taxation.  If  yot 
go  loo  far  in  taxing  the  funds,  you  will 
tuD  the  riak  of  tranaferring  the  chief 
money  market  of  the  world  to  Amsterdam, 
to  Paris,  or  to  some  other  town,  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  transferring  U 
aome  other  country  a  large  portion  of  thi 
wealth  that  now  flows  into  England 
Aootlier  objection  which  I  have  to  the  tax 
is  the  admitted  inequality  nf  its  operation. 
This  inequality  of  its  operation  is  not  de- 
nied by  any  one,  and  indeed  it  would  be 
impoaaible  to  deny  it.  It  is  obvious  that 
if  you  take  three  or  four  persons  having 
aach  300/.  a  year,  the  pressare  of  the  lax 
may  be  most  unequal.  The  first  may  de- 
rive his  income  from  some  permanent  pro- 
perly ;  a  second  may  be  in  the  receipt  of 
■  lenninable  annuity ;  white  the  third  may 
be  ft  person  engaged  in  some  dangerous  or 
uoheallhy  profession,  say,  for  instance,  a 
aargeoa  in  country  practice,  who  lays  by  a 
smiul  pan  of  bis  income  as  ■  future  pro- 
vision for  his  family.  In  the  case  of  auch 
a  man  you  nte  taxing  capital  as  well  as 
income.  Another  man  may  be  engaged 
in  a  trade  in  which  hia  profits  are  very  un- 
certain ;  Ills  gains  may  be  inconsiderable 
one  year,  less  in  the  next,  and  in  another 
year  he  may  even  be  liable  to  losses  greater 
than  his  gains,  making  it  impossible  for 
hia  to  lay  anything  by  for  his  family. 
Must  not  the  tax  in  such  cases  operate 
with  very  great  inequality?  Must  it  not 
appear  very  hard  to  take  from  a  trader  so 
circumstanced  the  same  proportion  of  his 
trading  profits  as  you  take  from  one  whoae 
income  is  permanent  and  secure?  Ia  the 
existence  of  this  inequality  denied?  By  no 
means?  The  right  hon.  Baronet  not  only 
admitted  this  inequaliiy,  but  he  went  fur- 
ther, and  pointed  out  other  inequaliliea; 
snd  he  made  the  existence  of  other  in- 
equalities a  ground  for  not  remedying 
those  to  which  I  have  alluded,  for  he  said 
that  even  if  ha  were  able  to  apply  a  re- 


w  proposed  is  a  p 

e  for  the  trading  classes.  'From  1797, 
the  currency  became  more  and  more  de- 
preciated. The  effect  of  this  was  some- 
thing similar  to  what  has  been  described 
by  historians  to  have  been  the  effect  of 
the  sudden  and  increased  influx  of  the 
precious  metala  on  the  discovery  of  Ame- 
'  a.  In  consequence  of  this  depreciation 
the  currency  the  trading  classes  were 
then  much  better  able  lo  support  taxation. 
At  present  the  case  is  very  different, 
lliere  is  at  present  a  very  great  commer- 
cial embarrassment.  You  may  hope  that 
trade  may  recover  from  this  embarrass- 
roenl,  but  I  cannot  say  that  I  see  any 
symptoms  as  yet  of  its  recovery.  At  such 
of  embarrassment,  then,  as  the 
present,  ii  may  be  peculiarly  prejudicial 
to  persons  in  trade  to  have  their  affairs 
exposed  and  examined  into.  And  that 
which  inconveniences  the  individual  tra- 
ler,  cannot  (a.\[  to  inflict  an  injury  gene- 
ally  upon  the  country;  for  you  cannot 
idd  to  the  embarrasamenla  of  individuals, 
without  uldiiig  to  the  collective  embar- 
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rMtToentii  of  tlie  cotninanitf.  Having 
it^fei}  vliEtt  I  Ihiqk  are  the  gennral  objec- 
^QilS  tp  the  m^qiure,  I  iball  now  come  to 
tnqther  point.  Bji  the  pToposed  tax,  the 
Tight  1)01).  Geptlemao  will  obiain  a  miich 
Ufger  mm  ib^o  the  deiiciencj^  of  |he 
couqir;  cal]  for;  pad  this  consit)  era  lion 
bring;  me  lo  the  ucoud  pan  af  the  Go- 
vernineiit  plan,  namely,  the  change  which 
it  it  propoged  lb  make  in  the  duties  of  the 
iqrin'.  ThU  appears  to  me  to  coRRtitute 
one  of  the  chief  difficulties  pf  thfi  country. 
It  was  predicted  leveral  years  ago,  by 
persons  well  competent  to  jucjge  on  such 
■patters,  that  this  country,  having  an 
enormous  deht,  and  therefore  necesiariiy 
H  la.rge  amount  of  taxatiop,  would  hare  lo 
COinpetr  in  corniprrc^  wiih  olber  conntriet 
i)pt)^r  great  disa() vantages.  In  182) 
^or^  Ashburton,  then  Mr.  Baripg,  stated 
that  the  manHfactureriof  the  country  had 
flourished  becBuse  they  did  not  meet  with 
coqp^tition  in  the  inarkets  of  the  world . 
but  the  war  having  concluded,  other 
CQDplrjes  had  had  leiiure  to  turii  their  t^l- 
l^iition  to  maDufacturei,  and  it  would  be 
t)^ceiBar|  to  enable  the  country  hj  tegii- 
lati^e  n)pan>  to  mept  that  competition, 
tliia  Mn  Bering  (tqled  oi)  i>re{)enting  the 
peiKlon  of  the  City  pf  Loodon.  The  qb- 
jitci  ofltie  petitioi)'wai  to  advocate  whqt 
lit  ibfl  piffient  4^7  are  called  the  prin 
pies  of  fr^e-trade — namely,  a  ^elaxati 
of  Gorpinerciaj  prohibilions.  Mr.  Hu&k 
iqi],  ip  }83Q, expressed hio^self  |n  a  some- 
what ^jinilRT  manner.  The  country  could 
not  go  on,  he  said,  with  ibe  existing  Corn- 
l^wf^  ai)d  with  the  existing  prphibitions, 
■)ow  that  it  |)ad  lo  meet  the  competition 
pf  fofeign  naliops  in  the  msrketa  ot  the 
wpfltj.  It  i*as  impoisible  for  English  ma- 
Dufaciurern  to  raiip  their  prices  in  forergo 
markets  beyond  «fhat  foreien  manufactn- 
turers  were  content  to  sell  for.  It  wag 
nfceuary  that  their  prices  should  be 
reduced,'and  lo  that  eou  ii  was  necessary 
lp  feduce  tlie  costs  of  production,  and  to 
lower  wages.  This  has  since  been  going 
on — not  unipterrupledly ;  but  it  has  been 
going  qn  of  tale  years.  Still  our  rnanu- 
Factiirers  h^Ye  to  encounter  thoie  of 
fpieign  iiaiioi)a,  in  foreign  markets,  under 
greaf  disadvantage,  owing  lo  the  taxes 
Snd  bur<jens  io  which  they  are  in  this 
coontfv  subjected,  and  which  make  sub- 
sistence dearer  here  than  in  any  other 
pan  of  the  world.  And  what  ar^  those 
burdens?  Mr-  Deacon  Hume  stated,  in 
bisevidencf  before  the  imports committaei 


apd  ihis  yea^  I  may  nnture  to  cjqote  fhe 
proceeding;  of  that  committee.  Last  year, 
indeed,  it  was  a  constant  subject  of  taunt, 
but  in  1642  the  report  of  that  copimjitee 
has  become  a  book  oT  authority,  and  her 
Majesty's  GomnmeDl  ere  not  ashamed  to 
act  9n  )t.  Well,  the  late  t/lr.  Deacon 
Hume,  in  his  evidence  before  that  cpm- 
mitiee,  laid  it  down  as  a  principle,  that  if 
an  article  that  could  be  had  for  p  shilling 
was,  by  any  legislative  Interference,  raised 
lo  eighteen  pence,  the  additional  sixpepce 
was  a  tax,  whether  it  went  jnto  the  cofleri 
of  the  state  or  not.  It  is  so ;  it  is  )!  tax : 
and  one  levied  al  the  cost  and  expense  of 
the  great  body  of  the  community,  On 
this  principle  it  was  that  we  pr^iceedei) 
last  year,  proposing  to  moderate  the  (July 
on  a  variety  pf  articles  of  consijmplioii 
aDected  by  taxes  of  this  kind.  We  took 
particular  corn,  limber,  and  sugar,  as 
three  great  article;  on  which  a  reduction 
of  taxation  might  advantsgeously  be  made; 
and  we  do  not  wish  to  avoid  our  share  of 
ihe  odium  that  may  attach  to  the  present 
Government,  for  any  similar  proposals  that 
they  mey  bring  fbrpard.  We  staled  the 
principle  eenerally,  and  applied  \t  tp  those 
three  articles  in  the  first  instance.  If, 
therefore,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  pro- 
ceeds with  his  larifi*,  I  shall  act  precisely 
on  the  same  principle  on  which  I  declarea 
myself  ready  to  act  last  year.  I  then  said 
that  we  were  moving  in  a  vicious  circle  of 
protection :  that  we  compelled  our  farmers 
to  pay  a  higher  price  for  their  colonial 
produce,  for  the  sake  of  upholding  the 
interests  of  our  colonists,  while  we  made 
Qur  colonists  pay  a  higher  pripe  for  the 
produce  of  our  own  industry,  in  order  to 
favour  our  manufactures.  In  that  way,  I 
sai(j,  we  were  moving  io  a  vicious  circle  oF 
preteclion,  instead  of  allowing  every  man 
(0  obtain  the  anicles  he  wanted  at  the 
most  moderate  price,  by  doing  which  a 
benefit  would  be  conferred  on  all.  The 
first  article  on  which  the  budget  of  last 
year  proposed  an  important  modification, 
and  on  which  the  right  hon.  Oeotlemao 
made  a  very  unfounded  argument,  was 
sugar.  The  argupient  made  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  and  repeated  by  others, 
was  this— If  you  reduce  the  duty  on  any 
article,  you  cannot  be  sure  that  by  an 
increased  consumption  you  will  obtain  an 
increased  amount  of  duly,  or  even  the 
same  amount,  for  many  years  to  come; 
and  this  argument  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man supported  by  showing  what  had  been 
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benefit  to  the  consamer ;  but  with  the 
ttrODg  opinioDi  that  were  espreued  last 
year  by  the  opponeati  of  a  fixed  duty,  and 
with  the  iotereiU  that  might  combine  to 
force  up  the  price  of  wheat  in  case  of 
■carcity,  I  thought  it  desirable  to  have 
the  means  of  counteracting  the  ditcoatent 
to  which  snch  circumstances  might  give 
rise.  My  view  was  to  have  the  law  in 
■ucb  B  state  that  the  fixed  duty  might  be 
restored  as  soon  as  the  pressure  ceased. 
With  that  view  I  stated  that  when  the 
prices  became  hig^ — the  prices  of  a  time 
of  scarcity — which  I  should  not  contem- 
plate to  be  of  frequent  recurrence,  we 
might  provide  by  law  for  the  contingency. 
I  must  say,  it  appears  to  me,  that  with  a 
fixed  duty,  yon  ought  to  look  in  some 
way  or  ouier  to  its  being  taken  off  iu  a 
time  of  great  scarcity.  But  that  would 
not  prevent  the  operation  of  the  law  being 
such,  that  there  would  be  a  supply  of 
corn  in  the  country  sufficient  lo  keep  the 
prices  moderate.  The  amount  of  the  three 
articles  was  thus  staled  by  my  right  hoa. 
Friend  :~Sugar,  587,000?. ;  wheat  (leav. 
ing  out  the  other  kinds  of  grain,  because 
I  do  not  think  you  could  calculate  upon  a 
great  increase  of  revenue  from  them), 
630,0001. ;  and  timber,  600,000/.— which 
would  give  an  increase  to  the  revenue  of 
l,7I7,0OW.  This  would  be  an  increase  to 
therevenue  without  adding  to  the  burdens 
of  the  people.  On  the  contrary,  those 
taxes,  which  are  paid  to  particular  classes 
of  individuals,  would  be  diminished,  while 
there  would  be  an  augmentation  of  the 
public  revenue,  and  an  increase  of  the 
public  welfare  and  happiness,  accompanied 
by  no  inqnisitorial  concomitants,  no  ine- 
quality of  pressure.  The  increase  of 
revenue  obtamed  would  be  from  the  most 
legitimate  sources — sources  the  most  be- 
coming the  Parliament  of  this  country  to 
avail  Itself  of,  when  legislating  for  the 
general  mdvante^e.  But  I  must,  at  the 
same  lime,  admit,  with  respect  to  other 
articles,  taking  all  into  consideration  to- 
gether, that  there  would  be  a  diminution 
of  revenae.  The  right  faon.  Gentleman 
haa  taken  articles  in  his  tariff'  as  caus- 
ing a  diminntion  of  287,000/.,  of  which 
127,000/.  ia  in  the  article  of  coffee.  Now, 
in  that  article,  it  would  appear,  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  haa  again  made  an 
unnecessary  tax ;  he  has  made  a  difference 
of  no  less  than  100/.  per  cent,  between 
colonial  and  foreign  coffee;  a  difference, 
1  must  say,  much  greater  than  I  think 


necessary.  My  noble  Friend  near  me 
had  stated,  that  for  the  purpose  of  revenue 
you  might  keep  on  6d.  or  9d. ;  but  if  yon 
did  not  do  that,  the  proposition  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Government,  last  year, 
would  be  a  much  smaller  difference,  and 
making  a  differential  duty  of  75  per  cent. 
The  loss  of  revenue  on  this  head  would  be 
aboui  90,000/.  Add  to  that,  160,000/. 
for  loss  on  other  articles.  It  would  be 
belter,  I  chink,  with  respect  to  the  sum  of 
1,717,000/.,  to  leave  the  larger  part  of 
it,  in  the  present  situation  of  the  country, 
for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a  further  re- 
moval hereafter  of  duties,  and  for  contin- 
gencies that  might  present  themselves  in 
the  meanwhile.  I  should  not  propose 
to  take  the  whole  of  the  surplus  to  supply 
the  deficiency  of  two  millions  and  a  half. 
But  I  think  this,  at  leait,  may  be  calcu- 
lated upon — that  having  a  sum  of  probably 
1,200,000/.  or  1,300,000/.  in  the  way  of 
surplus,  you  might  take  the  570,000/., 
and  only  provide  for  the  2,000,000/.  by 
additional  taxation.  You  wonld  then  have 
2,000,000/.  only  to  provide  for.  We  are 
now  in  a  different  situation  to  last  year. 
You  did  not  adopt  the  plan  of  last  year, 
by  which  the  deficiency  would  have  been 
supplied  ;  and  I  think  it  is  necessary  now 
to  make  some  effort,  that  the  public  income 
shall  not  be  inadequate  to  meet  the  public 
charges,  and  to  take  effectual  means  for 
averting  that  state  of  things  in  future 
years.  But  without  taking  upon  myself 
the  ofiice  of  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
it  is  impossible  not  to  perceive  that  various 
persons  have  suggested  different  plans  for 
meeting  the  deficiency ;  and  those  sug- 
gestions, if  not  ell,  at  least  the  greater 
portion  of  them,  appear  to  me,  I  must  say, 
better  than  the  proposal  of  the  Govern- 
ment. There  is  one  proposition  that  has 
been  made — a  proposition,  too,  which  has 
been  mooted  in  this  House — a  tax  which 
it  ia  not  perhaps  desirable  to  adopt  if 
there  is  no  absolute  necessity,  but  a  pro- 
position which  appears  to  ne  to  be  based 
upon  sounder  a^umenta,  and  a  tax  which 
appears  to  roe  to  be  fairer,  belter,  and 
more  jaat  than  that  put  forward  by  the 
Government — I  mean  the  proposition  that 
has  been  mooted  of  submitting  the  sue- 
cession  of  real  property  [Loud  ajtd  pro- 
Imgad  chetrisg] — the  succession,  I  say, 
of  real  property  to  the  same  probate  and 
legacy  duty  which  attaches  itself  lo  the 
succession  of  personal  estate,  it  has  been 
stated,  and,  among  others,  by  my  noble'  ., 
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Frieo(i  Lord  Althorp,  that,  in  fact,  then 
wu  paid  npoD  the  conveyaDce  of  real 
property,  an  amaunt  nearly  equal  to  that 

faid  by  means  of  the  le^cy  and  probate 
Dty  upon  the  luccesaioD  of  personal 
eilate.  Tbii  may,  perhaps,  be  true,  but 
still  it  leaves  a  -  large  portion  of  real  pro- 
perty altogether  untouched,  because  there 
is  a  considerable  amount  of  landed  estate 
in  this  country  which  hai  gone  on  de- 
sceadiog  from  &ther  to  son  in  uniater- 
rupled  succession  for  perhaps,  ISO  years 
or  more,  and  to  which  estate,  therefore, 
none  of  these  duties '  upon  conveyance 
have  attached.  If,  then,  you  put  it  on 
the  ground  of  necessity — if.  you  must 
have  a  new  tax — I  cannot  see  the  reason 
why  iQcb  ft  tax  as  that  I  have  just  men. 
tioned  shoold  not  be  adopted  in  prererence 
to  the  Income-tax.  Then  there  are  taxes 
yon  have  repealed — not  taxes  upon  ar- 
ticles of  consumption,  but  assessed  taxes, 
sack  as  those  upon  four-wheeled  carriages, 
servants,  &c.:  and  I  see  no  reason,  ]f 
there  be  this  >necessity  for  new  taxation, 
'  why  you  ahoald  not  reimpose  such  taxes. 
A  great  amount  of  those  taxes,  about 
26,000.0001.,  has  been  taken  off,  of  which 
2,100,000/.  were  taken  off:  the  assessed 
taxes.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
before  bini  the  result  of  the  taxation  of 
1840,  and  he  said  that  in  that  year  the 
rale  of  the  assessed  taxes  having  been 
iacreased  10  per  cent.,  the  actual  resnlf 
was  an  ioctease  in  their  amount  of  1 1  per 
cent.  The  right  hon.  Gentlemaa  himself, 
therefore,  showed  that  the  assessed  taxes 
bad  Buffered  no  diminution,  eod  I  for  one, 
when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  made 
that  statement,  thought  he  was  about  to 
propose  a  further  increase  of  those  taxes, 
having  found  that  the  scheme  had  pro- 
daced  so  favourable  a  result.  I  have 
before  me  a  return  moved  for  by  Mr. 
Herriea  with  respect  to  the  reduction  of 
the  assessed  taxes,  in  which  it  is  shown 
dut  after  the* tax  was  reduced  the 
estimated  amount  should  have  been 
3,633,000/.,  whereas  it  was  actually 
4,722,000/.,  tbQS  showing  the  buoyancy 
sad  prod nctiven ess  of  this  source  of  re- 
venue. Tbere  is  this  advantage  too  in 
sDch  a  proposal  over  the  plan  for  imposing 
so  Iacome>tax,  that  in  the  latter  scheme 
you  set  all  your  machinery  in  motion  for 
a  term  of  6ve  years.  If  you  then  find 
your  revenue  has  increased,  and  that 
yoor  establishments  may  be  safely  de- 
creased, you  have  unnecessarily  incurred 
VOL.  LXII.    {22> 


all  the  odium,  and  encountered  all  ths 
difficulty  of  imposing  your  Income-tax. 
In  the  other  case,  you  can  take  off  10  per 
cent.,  or  20  per  cent,,  as  easily  as  you 
laid  it  on.  Lay  your  tax  upon — say  win- 
dows or  carriages,  and  you  can  take  it 
off  again.  But  once  impose  an  Income- 
tax.,  which  is  to  produce  you,  as  I 
imagine,  4,000,000f.  a  year^for  I  think 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  nnder- 
estimated  the  produce  of  his  tax — yon 
may  be  quite  sure  there  will  be  no  hurry, 
on  the  part  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex* 
chequer,  to  take  it  off  again.  It  is  certain 
to  be  continued  for  three  years — it  appears 
highly  probable  it  may  be  continued  for 
five  years — nay,  it  seems  not  impossible 
(hat  it  may  be  continued  for  five  or 
ten  years  afterwards.  Therefore,  what 
I  should  urge  upon  the  House,  in 
the  first  place,  is,  that  this  tax  has 
hitherto  been  imposed  only  in  a.  time  of 
extreme  necessity  of  the  State  and  during 
perilous  wars,  and  has  been  taken  off  im- 
mediately upon  the  restoration  of  peace— 
that  Parliament,  when  such  a  measure  has 
been  proposed,  has  not  thought  fit  to  ac- 
cede to  it  in  time  of  peace.  I  would  also 
urge  that  this  tax  is  accompanied  with  in- 
equality of  pressure,  and  inquisition  into 
private  affairs,  making  it,  as  Lord  Althorp 
said,  odious.  There  are,  on  the  other 
hand;  means  of  revenue  without  increasing 
the  burdens  of  the  people.  Those  might 
be  associated,  and  made  so  complete  as  to 
supply  the  deficiency,  while  they  pressed 
uch  more  justly,  equally,  and  fairly  upon 
the  persons  upon  whom  you  impose  them 
an  addition  to  taxes  which  now  exist,  and 
which  might  be  taken  off  whenever  the 
opportunity  ofiered  itself.  I  should  not, 
despair  of  the  success  of  this  proposi- 
tion which  seems  to  me  so  fair  and  rea- 
sonable, were  it  not  that  T  observe — and 
openly  declared  and  avowed — that 
the  matter  to  consider  now  is  not  to  pro. 
vide  for  the  exigencies  of  the  revenue,  not 
lake  up  the  deficiency  in  the  Exche- 
,  but  that  the  true  business  of  the 
House  of  Commons  is  to  contrive  in  what 
lanner  they  may  best  give  support  to  the 
administration  now  in  office.  Speaking 
ilh  respect  to  another  measure,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Wallingford  stated  that  he 
bad  asked  many  Members  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  if  they  would  have 
agreed  to  such  a  Corn-bill  as  that  which 
they  have  supported,  as  emanating  from 
the  present  Government,  if  it  had  beeo 
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propoted  by  me.  What  wu  the  aiuwer 
of  thofe  Oentlemen?  Thej  said  diatinctfy 
thai  they  would  not.  I  see  it  stated  over 
■nd  over  again  by  Geutlemeo  to  their 
cODitituenti,  that  thev  are  opposed  to  the 
Corn-bili  <ve  have  just  paased,  and  nhich 
they  tliemielves  ba«e  just  voted  for— 
Khirh  they  therefore  have  voted  Tor  con- 
tnry  to  their  convictions.  They  have 
staled  also,  that  they  are  atill  more  op- 
posed  to  the  tariff—  that  they  thought  the 
nrmera'  interesta  would  be  injured  by  it. 
But  the  queitioD  is,  not  whether  the  mea- 
•are  itself  be  wise,  or  good,  or  useful,  but 
bow  they  may  best  support  the  Govern, 
ment.  Therefore,  I  must  lay,  that  these 
declarations  make  me,  indeed,  deapair  of 
being  inccessful  in  my  proposition.  I 
Ihink  it,  however,  my  duty  to  make  it, 
end  to  prapose  to  the  House  of  Commons 
means  oy  which  I  think  we  can  ftvoid  the 
infliction  of  the  tai  proposed  by  the  Go- 
Ternment.  Those  Genilemen  who  have 
■poken  and  voted  thus  are  not  satisfied 
with  saying  that  it  ii  their  duty  to  aupport 
the  present  Government,  but  they  tell 
Ibair  he«rers,bcGaute  the  late  Government 
would  have  propoted  a  fixed  duty,  that  if 
the  present  Ministers  were  to  be  displaced 
they  would  be  succeeded  by  the  bitter 
enemies  of  the  farming  interest.  Sir,  what 
light  have  theie  Gentlemen  to  say  this?  I 
propoaed  that  scheme— and  I  am  ready 
to  propose  it  again — with  a  viev  to  the 
benefit  of  the  agricultural  as  well  as  other 
interests.  1  believe  if  we  had  an  abundant 
supply  of  food,  the  means  of  purche 
manufactures  would  be  increased; 
condly,  the  manufacturers  themselves 
wauid'  have  increased  means  for  giving 
employment,  in  order  that  they  might 
tend  out  goods  in  return  for  the  corn  thai 
would  be  imported  here.  Thirdly,  I  be- 
lieve that  the  general  prosperity  thai 
would  ensue  among  the  labouring  classes 
in  this  country,  both  agiicultural  and  ma- 
nufacturing, would  react  upon  the  agri- 
cultural interest,  and,  stimulated  by  cooi- 
peiiiion,  that  interest  would  improve  and 
advance,  the  means  of  production  would 
be  augmented,  and  fresh  demands  would 
arise  for  the  production  of  the  soil,  so  that, 
perhaps,  ultimately  price*  would  be  not 
much  less  than  we  see  them  at  the  present 
moment,  but  that  those  prices  would  be 
concomitant  with  the  general  welfare.  Sir, 
if  that  be  my  belief,  what  right  have  any 
Gentlemen  to  call  me  tbe  enemy  of  the 
fainct  on  account  of  the  plan  which  1 


proposed?  I  proposed  what  I  believed  lo 
be  a  fair  syitem,  and  by  which  I  tboagbt 
farmer  would  obtain  a  considerable 
advantage  over  the  foreign  produce.  Bat 
suppose  I  bad  gone  much  further,  even  to 
abolishing  the  duty  altogether,  are  there 
not,  I  ask,  men  wbo  have  been  alwayi 
considered  friendly  to  the  farmer  who  have 
advocated  such  a  course?  Is  there  any 
one,  1  ask,  wbo  has  shown  himself  mora 
entirely  devoted  tn  agriculture  and  the  in- 
terests of  the  farmer  than  the  present 
Lord  Leicester  ?  Who  ia  there,  I  would 
aak,  more  absolutely  devoted  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  more  firmly  the  friend  of 
the  farmer,  than  Lord  Spencer  ?  Both 
those  Noblemen  think  that  even  the  pro- 
tection 1  propoaed  ought  not  to  be  perma- 
nent. They  think  that  the  agriculturiata 
may  fairly  and  justly  start  in  tbe  race  of 
competition  unimpeded.  Are  those  whose 
names  I  have  meDtioned  the  enemies  of 
the  farmer?  By  no  means.  Yet  there 
are  Gentlemen,  whose  heads  seem  to  be 
composed  of  the  same  heavy  clay  as  tbe 
acres  they  till,  who  come  forward  and  call 
me  the  bitter  enemy  of  the  farmer,  beeauta 
I  proposed  a  somewhat  diminished  protec- 
tion to  that  they  have  heretofore  enjoyed. 
But,  Sir,  however  that  may  be,  I  will  ask, 
have  I  been  the  means  of  deceiving  the 
farmer?  In  1839.  I  published  to  the 
world,  and  declared  in  this  Hoase  my 
opinion,  that  a  moderate  fixed  duty  would 
be  the  belter  eyetetn,  and  in  1840  I 
avowed  myself  in  favour  of  a  similar  alter- 
ation in  tbe  law.  Most  of  those,  too, 
who  were  Members  of  the  Government  In 
this  HouM,  and  several  of  those  who  were 
Members  of  the  other  House,  likewise  de- 
clared themselves  in  favour  of  the  asme 
system.  Was  it,  then,  not  probable  thai 
my  noble  Friend,  then  at  the  head  of  the 
GDvemment,but  holding  different  opinions 
on  this  subject,  seeing  what  were  the  aen- 
timenta  nf  his  Colleagues,  would  not  per- 
ceive that  a  fixed  duty  would  before  long 
be  the  proposal  of  the  united  Cabinet  T 
Were  there  at  that  time  any  petitions  of 
farmers  presented  to  Parliament  depreca* 
ting  any  such  scheme  T  Sir,  I  was  not 
the  man  to  lay  to  the  farmera  "  When  my 
party  is  in  power  your  present  protection 
shall  be  continued."  I  wsa  not  tbe  man 
to  hint  to  them  that  the  Government  would 
be  faithless  in  making  that  proposal.  I 
was  not  the  man  who  said  that  no  doubt  a 
Corn-law,  with  an  equivalent  protection, 
would  be  proposed,  end  afterwards,  in  de< ., 
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fit  DCS  of  pladget — io  dsGiace  of  promise* 
—voted  for  the  chan^  wben  it  was  pro- 
poied.  It  is  Dot,  therefore,  I  who  am  the 
bitter  enemy  of  the  farmeri :  It  h  not  I 
who  have  led  bim  od  to  the  miatake  of  in< 
vGitiag  hji  capital,  in  the  notion  that  an 
iojurioui  and  viciou*  law  would  be  main- 
tained for  hii  Role  and  exclusive  beneiil, 
and  tbai  therefore  he  could  afford  to  give 
rente  which  ihe  land  would  not  yield.  It 
U  not  I  who  have  done  this.  If,  therefore, 
be  has  been  deceived  ;  if  he  has  been  in. 
jnred,  let  his  anger  be  directed  agaiott 
those  who  have  Justly  and  deservedly  iu- 
cuired  it.  Let  him  not,  iherefore,  attempt 
to  veot  upon  this  side  of  the  House,  or 
upon  the  Members  who  formed  the  late 
Government,  that  iodigiiation  which  is  so 
justly  esciled  upon  discovering  that  which, 
during  the  last  election,  was  so  carefully 
kept  concealed.  But  let  those  who  hare 
■o  acted,  thinking,  I  suppose,  that  the 
present  plan  is  the  best  that  can  be  ob- 
tained, let  them  avow  their  motives,  and 
make  themselves  responsible  for  any 
change  their  opinions  may  have  under- 
gone. .  If  not,  let  them  bear  the  indigna- 
tioD  they  have  so  justly  escited,  and  the 
ooniempt  of  the  country  whose  intereiis 
tbey  have  neglected.  But  is  it  right,arter  all, 
that  we  should  now  be  about  to  propose  an 
Income-tax  of  nearly  four  millions  alerting 
—a  tax  so  inquisitorial  in  iia  character,  so 
partial  and  unequal  in  it*  operation-.- for 
the  purpose  of  supporting  an  Administra- 
tion? If  they  can  say  that  it  is  justified 
by  the  public  necessity,  that  the  public 
necessity  calls  for  this  infliction,  ibealem 
ready  to  say  they  are  right  in  facing  the 
difficulty,  and  imposing  upon  the  country 
a  tax  that  is  unjust  and  pattiai,  because 
ihfl  necessity  cannot  be  reasoned  with  end 
aroided.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  they 
are  not  convinced  that  it  is  a  case  of 
argent  public  necessity— if  it  be  only  for 
tbe  sake  of  supporting  their  party  and  up- 
boiding  the  Administration  of  the  day 
that  they  impose  this  lax,  1  then  say  that, 
although  they  may  be  successful  in  tbe  im- 
position of  that  tax  at  the  present  moment, 
tbey  may  depend  upon  it  that  such  a  sacri- 
fice of  the  interests  of  their  country  to 
party  views — avowed  as  it  is— avowed  as 
It  is  with  respect  to  the  Corn-law  and  the 
tariff,  and  seeming  likely  to  influence  them 
with  respect  to  the  Income-tax — if  such 
views  do  prevail,  they  may  depend  upon  it 
Ibis  country,  sooner  or  later — and  the  lime 
1  tbink  will  not  be  long — will  say  that  the 


House  of  ComtnoDs,  which  tbey  have  elec- 
ted in  other  hopes  and  with  other  expecta- 
tions, have  betrayed  the  trust  which  was 
so  generously  confided  to  tbem.  The 
noble  Lord  concluded  by  moving  the  fol- 
lowing resolution* : — 

"  That  it  has  been  «tated  to  this  House,  on 
official  authority,  that  the  deGcieocy  of  income 
Io  meet  Ihe  expenditure  of  the  country,  may 
be  estimated,  for  the  yean  ending  the  .Sih  day 
of  April,  1842,  at  a,35O,O0OJ.,  and  on  tbe  Sth 
dny  of  April,  1943,  at  9,569.000(.  That  this 
HoQM  is  fully  sensible  of  the  evil  of  a  coo- 
tinned  inadequacy  of  the  public  income  to 
meet  the  public  charges,  sod  will  take  effectual 
measures  for  averting  die  same  in  future  years. 
That,  by  a  judicious  alteration  of  Ihe  duties  on 
corn,  by  a  reduction  of  the  prohibitory  duly 
an  foreign  lUffar,  and  an  adjustment  of  the 
dntieg  on  timber  and  CoSee,  the  advantage  of 
a  moderate  price  to  the  eommuniiy  may  be 
combined  with  an  increased  revenue  to  the 
Stale,  That,  in  addition  to  those  main  articles 
of  general  coniumption,  the  intereiis  of  trade 
will  be  promoted  by  the  repeal  or  reduction  of 
various  prohibitory  and  differential  duties,  and 
that  extended  commeTce  will  ioiprore  tbe 
revenue,  while  it  gives  employment  to  Indus- 
try.  That  the*  amount  of  taxes  taken  off,  or 
reduced,  from  tbe  tennioation  of  tha  last  war, 
to  Ihe  end  of  the  year  183G,  exclusive  of  the 
tax  on  income,  may  be  slated  in  round  num- 
bers at  33,873,000^  That  the  Income-tax, 
having  been  first  imposed  In  a  period  of  ex- 
treme emergency,  and  during  a  moit  perilous 
war,  was  repealed  on  the  re-establish mant  of 
peace,  and  having  been  again  Imposed  on  tha 
renewal  of  war,  waa  again  repealed  io  1810, 
on  the  termination  of  hostilities.  That,  con- 
sidering the  various  means  of  supplying  tbe 
present  deficiency,  without  enhancing  tht 
price  of  the  necesaarias  of  life,  or  embarrass- 
ing trade,  it  is  the  opinion  of  tbii  House  that 
the  renewal  of  a  tax  inquisitoiial  in  its  charac- 
ter,  unequal  in  its  preisnre,  and  which  has 
hitherto  been  considered  as  the  financial  leserva 
of  the  nation  in  time  of  war,  is  not  called  for 
by  public  necessity,'  and  is  therefore  not  ad- 
visable. " 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheguer  waa 
always  in  the  habit  of  listening  to  the  noble 
Lord  with  great  pleasure  ;  but  he  had  ex- 
perienced a  peculiar  gratification  on  the 
present  occasion,  because,  if  any  one 
thing  could  more  than  another  confirm 
him  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  course  which 
the  Government,  of  which  he  was  a  Mem- 
ber bad  determined  to  ptirsue,  it  was  the 
speech  which  the  noble  Lord  bad  made, 
and  the  resolution  with  which  the  noble 
Lord  had  concluded.  After  having  at- 
tentively listened  to  the  noble  Lord  for  a 
long  period,  and  heard  all  that  be  bad 
urged  io  opposition  to  tbe  measura,  and  - 
£3 
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■II  that  he  bad  ataled  as  (h«  altematiTei 
for  the  Houie  to  adopt,  he  felt  tiiore  and 
more  taliified  that  ihe  House  and  the 
country  would  adopt  the  proposal  which 
the  noble  Lord  had  arrested  in  its  pro- 
gress by  bis  lesotution.  The  noble  Lord 
■aid  that  too  glootny  a  view  bad  been 
taken  or  the  present  situation  of  aBairs. 
He  begged  not  to  be  included  among  those 
who  had  talcen  that  gloomy  view  of  the 
fortune  of  the  country,  for  be  had  never  ex- 
pressed despondeocy  or  alarm,  nor  had  he 
ever  said  anything  which  could  be  con* 
itrued  into  a  donbt  as  to  the  energies  and 
capabilities  Of  the  country.  But  in  order  not 
to  despond,  it  was  necessary  to  know  the 
precise  situation  of  afikirs,  and  the  Minis- 
ters had  had  presented  to  them  certain 
difficDities,  which  in  all  countries,  how- 
ever abundant  in  resources,  must  from 
lime  to  time  occur,  and  which,  if  raet  with 
rigour  and  courage,  by  no  means  justify 
gloom  and  despondency,  but  on  the  coo- 
Irary  afford  ground  for  the  most  lan- 
giiine  expectations  for  the  future.  The 
noble  Lord  bad'  told  them,  and  it  was 
the  foundation  of  his  aigument,  that  we 
are  not  in  a  state  of  sufficient  emer. 
gency  to  call  for  a  measure  of  taxation, 
ao  prodaciive  as  that .  proposed  by  the 
GoveromenL .  He  knew  not  what,  might 
be  the  noble  Lord's  views  of  emergency, 
but  be  thought  he  could  trace  in  the  reso- 
Jutton  itself,  and  in  the  speech  which  had 
accompanied  it,  sufficient  to  justify  thi 
roeasore  of  the  Government.  The  noble 
Lord  had  said  that  in  two  successive  years 
the  country  had  had  an  income  deficient 
in  the  means  of  meeting  the  expenditure 
by  two  millions  and  a  half.  That  circum- 
■tance  alone  called  upon  the  country  to 
make  some  effectual  exertion  to  equalisi 
revenue  and  expenditure.  He  remem< 
bered  the  time  had  been  when  the  nobli 
Lord  looked  upon  a  deficiency  with  very 
different  eyes.  The  deficiency  of  revenue 
did  not  arise  during  the  present  year  alone. 
It  was  the  result  of  a  continued  system  of 
deficiencj,continuedduiiogsii  years  with- 
out an  adequate  effort  being  made  to  meet 
it.  There  was  danger  in  the  fact,  that  Ihe 
deficiency  they  had  now  to  meet  was  not 
of  one  or  two  years,  but  was  a  continued 
system.  The  deficiency  went  on  increasing 
year  after  year,  and  little  by  little,  had 
grown  great  at  last,  and  if  suffered  to  con 
tinue  at  the  same  rate,  would,  in  the  end. 
paralyze  the  enemies  of  the  country.  When 
the  noble  Lord  spoke  of  a  deficiency  of 
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two  million*  aod  a-half,  the  noble  Lord' 
should  look  forward  to  what  might  be  the 
probable  future  expenditure  which  the 
country  might  be  called  upon  to  meet. 
The  noble  Lord  had  described  fairly 
enough  the  state  in  which  the  Government 
had  been  handed  over  by  those  who  had ' 
preceded  the  present  Ministers  in  office, 
but  be  had  omitted  to  add  that  there  was 
a  prospect  of  increased  expense;  and, 
ihetefore,  if  ever  there  was  a  moment' 
when  it  behoved  them  to  prepare  against 
deficiency,  it  was  the  present.  The 
charges  of  the  war  in  China  might  be  far 
more  considerable  in  the  future  year,' 
and  when  it  was  known  that  there  were 
to  be  additional  estimates  proposed  with  a 
view  to  maintain  the  character  and  power 
of  this  country  in  her  Asiatic  possessions, 
was  there  any  man  who  could  fail  to  see 
that  the  Government  were  not  merely,  at 
the  resolution  stated, providing  for  theeati* 
mates  of  the  year,  but  that  they  were 
called  upon  to  put  the  finance*  of  tite 
country  inasound  and  stable  condition,  so 
as  to  be  provided  for  any  danger  and  con. 
lineency  that  might  arise?  Bnt  anper- 
added  to  this  evil,  what  was  the  noble 
Lord's  view  of  the  case  ?  The  noble  Lord 
told  them  that  the  country  was  suffering 
under  a  laboured  and  depressed  state  of 
trade  and  manufacture,  and  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Oovernmentto  adopt  such 
measures  as  should  alleviate  the  distrets 
to  which  those  interest*  were  now  exposed. 
What  was  the  principle  upon  which  the 
present  measure  of  the  Government  pro> 
ueeded?  Was  it  not  to  afford  to  the 
utmost  of  their  power  relief  and  assistance 
to  the  trading  and  manufocturing  interests 
of  the  country — to  amend  the  laws  by 
which  the  exports  and  imports  of  the 
nation  had  hitherto  been  restricted,  and 
by  this  means — means  moat  advantageous 
to  the  trading  and  manufacturing  in- 
terests— to  avoid  a  still  greater  deficiency 
of  revenue,  whilst  they  repaired  that  whicit 
had  been  handed  down  to  them  by  their 
predecessors  ?  The  noble  Lord  had  cor- 
rectly stated  that  his  right  hon.  Friend 
proposed  to  raise  for  this  object  an  amuuat 
of  taxation  of  abont  4,300,000^  The 
noble  Lord  then  proceeded  to  state 
that  whatever  might  be  the  necessities  of 
the  country  on  the  present  occasion,  they 
were  not  such  as  to  justify  the  imposition 
of  a  lax  upon  which  he  bestowed  all  the 
usual  epithets  of  opprobrium  to  which 
taxes  of  every  kind  were  more  or  less  sub- 
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JMt,  and  rrorii  which  he  Teared  the  lax  now  want  or  public  credit  would  occasion.  It 
under  conuderalion  could  not  be  expected  wai  true,  Ihst  at  the  terminatioa  of  the 
tD  escipe.  The  noble  Lord  had  truly  war,  in  IS03,  Mr.  Addington  thought  it 
Mated  what  waa  the  origin  ot  the  Income-  expedient  to  repeal  the  Income-tax,  and 
tax.  With  the  view  of  sbowiog  that  it  wai  he  did  lo.  The  noble  Lord  laid,  he  was 
i  lax  that  under  no  circumitancet  ought  not  aware  of  what  provision  Mr.  Ad- 
to  be  impoied  upon  the  country,  except  dington,on  repealing  thii  tax,  made  for 
in  time  of  trar,  the  noble  Lord  informed  the  payment  of  the  loans  that  had  been 
the  House  that  the  Income-tax  originated  contracted  during  war.  He  would  tell 
in  a  time  of  pressing  emergency,  when  the  the  noble  Lord  Mr.  Addington  did  not 
connlry  was  exposed  to  all  the  expenses  leave  loan  a^r  loan  unprovided  for; 
of  a  heavy  and  widespread  war  for  several  he  did  not  incur  debts  without  making' 
yearsin»ucces8ion,thatitbeingimpossbile  some  provision  for  ibeir  repayment;  he 
lo  defray  the  expensea  of  the  country  repealed  the  property-tax,  and  imposed 
wirbont  having  recourse  to  loans,  Mr.  in  lieu  of  it  4,000,000^.  of  other  taiea. 
Pitt,  in  1796,  found  it  abiolulely  neces-  What  were  those  other  Uxea?  First 
taiy,  with  a  view  to  tnaintain  the  credit  2,000,000^  upon  the  malt  tax;  second 
of  the  nation,  to  make  a  large  addition  ,  1,000,0001.  upon  imports.third  1,000,000/. 
to  the  existing  burdens  of  the  people,  upon  the  assessed  taxes.  In  that  manner 
NotbiDg  could  be  more  true  than  that  Mr.  Addinglon  realised  from  difTerent 
atalemeni  of  the  noble  Lord  ;  and  if  the  sources  of  general  taxation  the  4,000,000/. 
noble  Lord  bad  read  the  speech  oF  Mr.  previously  derived  from  the  property-lax, 
Pitt  on  the  occasion  to  which  he  had  re-  |  which  at  that  moment  he  thought  it  eipe- 
ferred,  he  would  have  found  that  the  fact ;  dtent  to  surrender.  Whether  that  course 
of  the  nation's  being  engaged  in  war  was  ,  were  a  wise  one  or  not,  it  mattered  little 
Dot  the  reason  for  imposing  the  In-  to  the  present  argument  to  inquire ;  but 
eom«-tax,  but  that  the  necessity  for  re-  |  when  the  House  was  called  upon  to  decide 
sortiog  to  anch  a  measore  arose  from  the  '  whether,  under  the  existing  circumstances 
circumstance  that  the  credit  of  the  country  '  of  the  country,  it  would  adopt  a  property- 
was  io  hard  pressed  as  to  render  it  impos-  tax  to  very  nearly  the  amount  of  that  for 
sible  for  the  Government  of  the  day  to  .  which  Mr.  Addington  made  a  different 
avoid  contracting  fresh  loans  upon  disad-  provision  io  1 803,  he  thought  it  might 
vaniageous  terms.  There  was  no  other  :  well  consider  whether  it  would  advance 
means  of  raiung  within  the  year  ihe  supply  .  the  interests  of  trade  and  manufacttire, 
necessary  for  the  public  interest.  It  was  which  were  represented  as  being  in  a 
upon  that  ground  specifically  that  Mr.  very  depressed  condition,  it  it  forbore 
Pitt  urged  upon  the  House  of  Commons,  lo  enforce  a  property-laxt  and  re- 
and  carried  through  Parliament,  first  the  sorted  in  lieu  of  it  to  such  measure* 
triple  aasessment,  which  was  the  fouoda-  as  Mr.  Addington  adopted  at  the  time  to 
lion  of  the  Income-tax,  and  then  the  In-  .  which  he  had  referred.  When  gentlemen 
come-tax  itself.  When  the  noble  Lord,  recommended  additions  to  the  assessed 
therefore,  told  the  House  that  the  Income-  ,  taxes  as  not  being  burdensome  upon  the 
tax  WM  one  which  ooght  only  lo  be  re-  trading  and  commercial  interests  of  the 
sorted  to  in  lime  of  war,  he  begged  to  country,  he  thought  they  were  labouring 
refer  him  to  the  circumstances  under  which  under  a  very  great  mistake.  They  would 
Mr.  Pitt  imposed  it.  What  was  the  con-  find  that  in  thts,  as  in  all  other  taxes,  that 
duct  of  Hr.  Pitt?  Re  pledged  the  pro-  portion  of  it  which  bore  upon  the  masses 
perty-tax  during  peace  to  the  repayment  of  the  communiiy  exceeded  in  value— as  a 
of  loans  contracted  during  the  war.  So  financial  resource — that  which  bore  only 
fir  from  its  being  Mr.  Pitt's  opinion  that  upon  the  upper  and  richer  classes;  and 
this  tax  was  one  that  ought  never  lo  be  tbey  would  see,  in  the  statement  of  Mr 
resorted  to  except  in  time  of  war,  the  ob-  Addington,  to  which  he  had  been  referring, 
TtODi  inference  to  be  drawn  from  the  that  when  that  Gentleman  brought  forward 
naoner  in  which  he  proceeded  was,  that  I  his  proposition  for  increasing  the  assessed 
admitting  it  to  be  a  tax  that  should  only  taxes  as  a  substitute  for  a  portion  of  the 
beimpoaed  upon  a  pressing  emergency,  property-tax,  he  declared  distinctly  that 
•till  it  was  an  impost  most  effective  for  I  one  of  the  specific  objects  of  the  measure 

lMintainingthepnbliccredit,andrescuing    he  was  introducing  was,  that  it   would  C^  r\r\rs\f> 

the  wuntry  fiom  the  difficulty  which  the  I  enable  him  to  tax  journeymen,  and  iadi>       ":c  by  VjOOvJ  LL 
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Tidaali  icting  a*  servanta  in  the  capacity  fall  into  GTerjbody'i  hands,  he  had  aniled 
orabopmen.  That  was  one  of  the  ipeciRc  himself  of  aome  of  ihe  occasioni  on  which 
objects  or  the  tax,  which  at  that  momenl  he  addreised  (he  Houae  upon  ihe  lubject 
Mr.  AddingtOH  thought  it  eipedieat  lo  of  the  propertj-tas,  lo  itate  the  reaaona 
propoie,  in  order  to  relieve  the  country  upon  which  he  founded  the  opinion  that 
from  a  correiponding  amount  of  properly-  such  a  tax  ought  ipeciflcally  to  be  con- 
tax.  The  property-tax  was  renewed  on  '  fined  to  a  period  of  war.  If  hit  recollec- 
the  breakiag  out  of  the  war,  and  was  tion  did  not  mialead  him,  the  exprem 
^ain  repealed  at  the  terminalion  of  the  ground  upon  which  the  property-tax  was 
war.  He  was  one  of  thoie  who,  at  the  j  repealed  in  1816,  was  not  that  it  wee  k 
close  of  the  war,  voted  against  the  repeal  |  tax  that  ought  not  to  be  continued  dnring 
of  tha  property-tax  ;  and  be  did  so  under '  peace.  He  thought,  that  the  noble  Lord 
the  6rm   conviction,  that   if   Parliament '  and  others  who  urged  the  repeal  of  that 


would  then  have  submitted  to  beai 
burden  which  that  tax  imposed  upon  ihe 
country  for  the  abort  additional  period 
that  was  propoied,  and  have  remitted  Ihe 
duties  upon  trade  and  manufactures  which 
piesaed  to  heavily  upon  the  industry  of  the 
nation  ;  the  temporary  sacrifice  mode  by  a 
portion  of  the  community  would  have  been 
a  source  of  permanent  advantage  to  all. 
Trade  would  have  increased— manufac- 
tures have  flourished— commerce  would 
have  regained  its  full  aclivily,  and  more 
than  the  value  of  the  revenue  derived  from 
the  locome-tax  would  have  been  obtained, 
under  a  reduced  system  of  general  taxa- 
tion, from  the  various  external  and  in- 
teraal  resources  of  the  country.  But  Par- 
liament thought  otherwise,  and  a  different 
course  waa  adopted.  The  property-tax 
was  repealed.  The  noble  Lord  (Lord 
John  Russell)  had  requested  him  to  give 
attention  to  the  opinions  expressed  by  one 
whom  the  noble  Lord  referred  to  as  a  great 
authority  npon  this  subject — to  the  opin- 
ions expressed  by  Lord  Brougham.  The 
uobla  Lord  called  upon  them  to  pay  de- 
ference lo  the  authority  of  Lord  Brougham, 
not  on  account  of  the  weight  due  to  the 
opinions  expressed  by  that  noble  and 
learned  Lord  in  that  or  the  other  House 
of  Parliament— not  on  account  of  any 
tiling  that  had  fallen  from  that  noble  and 
learned  Lord  in  any  of  the  multiplied 
discussions  which  took  place  upon  the 
repeal  of  the  property-tax — but  because, 
forsooth,  io  the  introduction  to  aome  work 
which  the  noble  Lord  had  readt  it  was 
Btaied  by  Lord  Brougham,  that  a  pro- 
perly-tax  was  one  of  the  reaources  of  a 
nation  that  ought  only  to  be  resorted  to  | 


lax  laid  particular  stress  upon  this  great 
point — thai  the  Oovemment  of  the  day, 
by  ihe  aid  of  the  property-tax,  were  keep- 
ing up  war  establishments  in  a  time  of 
peace.  It  was  because  the  Government  of 
the  day  were  supposed  to  have  a  desire  to 
maintain  inordinate  establishments  that 
the  House  of  Commons  interposed  a 
check,  by  withholding  the  means ;  and 
those  means  it  deemed  lo  be  the  pro- 
perty-tax. If  he  recollected  rightly,  Ihe 
House  expressed  its  opinion  so  strongly 
with  respect  to  the  extent  of  the  estab- 
lishments at  that  lime,  as  to  compel  the 
Oovernment  to  refer  the  estimates  to  a 
select  committee  for  revision  and  correc- 
tion. If  that  were  the  feeling  of  the 
House  in  1816,  when  the  property-tax 
was  repealed,  was  it  right  for  the  noble 
Lord  to  assume  that  it  was  because  ihe 
war  had  terminated  that  Parliament  was 
determined  on  the  remission  of  the  lax — 
was  it  right  lo  assume  that  it  was  not  in- 
fluenced by  other  considerations,  which 
would  have  equally  applied  to  other  taxes, 
if,  instead  of  an  Income-tax,  taxes  of  a 
different  nature  had  been  resorted  to  to 
sustain  the  expenditure  of  the  country? 
If  the  object  of  the  House  were  to  restrain 
what  it  deemed  to  be  the  extravagance  of 
the  Government,  would  it  not  have  in* 
sisted  as  strongly  upon  Ihe  repeal  of  any 
other  tax  as  upon  tha  repeal  of  the  pro- 
perty>tax.  The  noble  Lord  (Lord  Joha 
Russell)  next  told  them,  that  in  1831, 
Lord  Aithorp  distinctly  stated  his  UB- 
willingness  to  prfipose  a  properly-lax  in 
time  of  peace,  and  that  from  the  eourae 
which  Lord  Aithorp  took  upon  that  occt- 
there  was  the  strongest  argument  fbl 


n  the  time  of  war.  Now,  if  that  really  enforcing  the  view  which  he  (Lon)  John 
were  the  opinion  of  Lord  Brougham,  ha  <  Russell)  now  laid  down,  that  in  timfl  of 
ahould  have  been  more  satisfied  with  it,  !  peace  a  property-tax  ought  never  to  be 
or,  at  least,  more  satisfied  with  the  ex-  !  resorted  to.  Now,  he  must  say,  that  with 
pressioQ  of  it,  if,  instead  of  staling  it  in  his  recollection  of  what  then  took  place-^ 
the  preface  of  some  work  which  might  not '  and  he  bad  lefieshed    hit  maioHy  bj  ' 
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rtftn'ing  to  an  authority  which  the  noble  |  taxHtion  which  he  had  already  auggealed 
Lord  (Lard  John  Ruiiell)  leetned  always    to  the  House,  nnleu  he  propowd  aome 


to  ealerlftin  a  itrong  objecli 
meant  the  Parliaraentary  Debatei,  hi 
thni  refreahed  his  memor;,  he  muit  aay, 
that  if  ever  there  were  a  grouod  for  claim- 
ing the  authority  of  a  political  opponent 
as  the  juitiflcation  of  a  courie  which  one 
was  ooeself  ponaiog,  he  had  upon  the 
atrongeit  grouod  a  claim  upon  the  au- 
thority of  Lord  Althorp,  and  a  right  to 
aay  that  if  the  conduct  of  Lord  Allborp 
were  to  be  taken  as  a  precedent  at  all,  it 
was  a  precedent  iD  favour  of  the  adoption 
of  the  proposition  now  under  the  conii- 
deration  of  the  House.  What  was  the 
atate  of  affairs  in  1831?  One  of  the 
Members  of  that  House  proposed  to  re- 
peal the  Mall.tax,  and  it  was  in  the  dis- 
cussion upon  (hat  question  that  an  inci- 
dental debate  arose  upon  the  property- 
tax.  The  malt-tas  amounted  to  about 
3,500,000^  This  tax  it  was  proposed  to 
repeal.  What  ssid  Lord  Althorp?  By 
the  by.  Lord  Althorp  was  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  at  a  time  when  it  was  the 
AishieD  for  that  officer  to  hsve  a  surplus 
ofreyenae  in  his  coffers,  and,  upon  the 
occasion  to  which  he  was  now  referring. 
Lord  Althorp  stated  that,  at  the  close  of 
the  flnancial  year,  he  expected  to  be  in 
poaaession  of  1,A00,000/.  of  surplus. 
With  that  surplus  of  1 ,600,000/.,  it  was 
proposed  in  that  House  to  take  off  the 
nalt-lax,  amounting,  as  he  had  already 
■Uled,  to  2,000,0001.  Lord  Althorp  had, 
at  the  itDie  time,  proposed  to  take  off  a 
portion  of  the  aasessed  taxes,  amounting 
to  l,500,000i.  So  that  with  the  sum 
proposed  to  be  remitted  by  the  Qovem- 
ment,  added  to  the  sum  recommended  to 
be  repealed  by  its  opponents,  the  total  loss 
(O  the  revenae  would  ba*e  been  about 
4,000,000/.  To  meet  which,  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  there  was  expected  to  be  a 
•nrplus  of  1,500,0001.  Therefore,  had 
tiw  proposal  for  the  remiaiion  of  taxation 
m  1831  bceo  effective,  the  consequence 
would  have  been,  that  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
wonld  have  found  himself  in  a  deficiency 
of  3,600,0001.,  precisely  the  sitnation  in 
which  tha  noble  Lord  and  his  colleagues 
had  handed  over  the  Oovemmeot  to  their 
■occeasars.  What  was  the  langoage  of 
Lord  Althorp  in  oppoaitton  to  the  pro- 
pos4lt  i-otd  Althorp  said,  that  if  the 
propoaitiOB  wan  earned,  it  woold  be  im- 
poHible  to  gin  effect  to  the  lednction  of 


he    plao  of  a  property-tax. 

"If,"  (Mid  the  noble  Lord),  "I  an  sub- 
jected to  a  defioiency  of  3,A0O,OO0J.,  I  must 
resort  to  a  propsrty-iax  to  repair  it." 

Yet  Lord  Althorp  had  the  alternative  of 
many  of  those  sources  of  taxation  to  which 
the  noble  Lord  (Lord  John  Russell)  now 
directed  the  attention  of  the  House  as 
calculated  to  supply  the  wants  of  the 
Exchequer.  But  Lord  Althorp  was  in 
office  at  a  time  when,  as  he  had  already 
said,  deficiencies  in  the  Exchequer  had 
not  been  growing  up  for  aix  or  seven  years 
without  correction  or  reparatioo.  Lord 
Althorp  was  startled  at  the  prospect  of  a 
deficiency  of  2.500,000/.  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  and  said  boldly  sod  candidly  to  tbe 
House, 

"  If  you  place  me  in  a  situation  to  locnr  a 
deficiency  at  the  eod  of  tba  year,  I  will  cither 
abaudoD  my  own  prqeots  for  (be  repeal  of 
taxes,  or  ebe  impose  upon  you  a  property. 

If,  then,  any  ioference  or  any  authority 
were  to  be' derived  from  the  conduct  of 
Lord  Althorp,  in  1831,  it  was  this— ihu 
in  a  time  of  perfect  peace,  with  nooe  of 
the  pressure  which  now  existed  upon  the 
finances  of  the  country,  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  pro- 
pose a  property-tax,  as  a  means  of  keep- 
ing up  the  revenue,  and  preventing  a 
deficiency.  But,  said  the  noble  Lord, 
(Lord  John  Russell), 
"  Look  at  what  were  the  circa  mitancei  of 
B  country  when  the  property-tax  was  orin- 
^inally  proposed,  and  compare  it  with  ihe 
circumstances  under  which  we  are  now  called 
on  to  impose  it." 

As  he  had  already  said,  he  did  not  think 
that  the  maintenance  of  the  credit  of  the 
country  was  a  question  that  depended 
upon  whether  we  were  at  peace  or  war. 
The  doctrine  that  he  held  was  this — that 
at  all  times  fitting  to  maintain  the 
national  credit,  and  that  there  might  bo 
occasions  in  time  of  peace  when,  even 
more  than  in  time  of  war,  it  might  be  the 
duty  of  Parliament  to  protect  it.  The 
noble  Lord  (Lord  John  Russell),  con- 
trasting tbe  exigency  of  the  time  when 
the  property-tax  was  originally  proposed 
with  the  exigency  that  existed  at  the 
present  momeat  said, 

Pitt  was  in  a  situstion  which  ren-> 
dared  it  necessary  for  him  to  raise  a  loan  of     ' 
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19,000,000{.    Whereas  you   are  only  in  ihe 
■ilutttion  of  requiring  a  loan  of2,500,000t. 

This  might  be  trae ;  but  were  there 
c ire um nances  which  gave  to  Mr. 
greater  facilities  thaa  now  ex  sted  for 
raising  loans  ?  Were  there  no  circum- 
stances which  would  give  an  addition 
to  the  public  debt  at  that  time  a  less 
alarm  in  gcharacter  than  it  would  assume 
DOW?  When  Mr.  Pitt  made  his  stale, 
ment,  showing  the  neceuity  for  a  loan  of 
19,000,0001.  he  added, 

"  4,000,000/.  of  the  whole  of  this  sdd)  will 
be  lent  from  the  linking  fund." 

There  wag,  at  that  time,  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
■  fond  which  had  been  husbanded  lioce 
the  year  1796,  and  which,  at  the  time  Mr. 
PittwasspeakinE,amouatedto4,000,000/. 
Mr.  Pitt,  then,  had  a  fund  upoo  which,  if 
he  were  not  interfered  with,  or  obetructed 
ID  his  arrangements,  he  could  rely  for  the 
repayment  ofany  loan  he  proposed  to 
tract,  Mr.  Pitt  had  not  to  contend  against 
the  deficiencies  which,  of  late  years,  had 
been  allowed  to  grow  up  so  alarmingly, 
and  which  drove  the  Government,  at  the 
end  of  each  succeeding  quarter,  to  the 
Bank  of  England,  lo  obtain  the  money 
necetsary  for  the  payment  of  the  public 
debt  Great  as  were  the  difficulliei  of 
the  period  in  which  Mr.  Pitt  presided 
over  the  finances  of  the  country,  vet, 
when  quarter-day  came  roand,  he  nad 
at  his  command  a  fund  lo  which  he 
could  resort  to  meet  the  expenditure 
of  the  time,  and  in  his  day  tliere  wai 
none  of  the  pressure  upon  the  Exche- 
quer under  the  head  of "  deficiency  bills,' 
which  bad  been  since  allowed  to  grow  up. 
There  were  at  that  time  two  circumstances 
lending  to  uphold  the  pnblic  credit,  which 
■ore  than  compensated  for  the  higher  rale 
of  interest  at  which  money  was  obtained, 
as  compared  with  the  terms  on  which  it 
could  be  procured  in  the  present  day.  He 
admitted  that  the  rate  of  interest  at  which 
a  gOTernment  could  oblain  money  was, 
ordinarily  speaking,  a  fair  test  of  the  credit 
of  a  country;  but  it  was  not  the  only 
lest :  it  mnst  be  taken,  not  by  itMlf  alone, 
but  in  conjunction  with  other  circum- 
•tances  operating  upon  public  credit. 
Here,  perhaps,  he  might  be  permitted  to 
observe,  that  if  there  were  one  thing  which 
appeared  to  him  to  be  more  incumbent 
npon  the  House  tJian  another,  It  was  this 
—to  walch  mott  cirefnlly  tha  increiM  of 


loans  during  periods  of  peace.  Loans  dur- 
ing war  were  the  only  means  by  which 
hostilities  could  be  csnied  on  with  effect 
and  vigour.  At  such  seasons  trade  was 
crippled  and  commerce  obstructed — com- 
munication with  foreign  countries  uncer- 
tain and  dangerous — expenses  at  home 
increased,8nd  the  burdens  upon  the  people 
severe  and  oppressive.  At  such  a  time  a 
loan  was  contracted  by  the  Government 
under  the  moral  certainly  that  when  the 
time  of  peace  shonid  reiurn  tbe  reaonrces 
of  the  countiy  would  be  set  free,  and  ad- 
ditional vigour  be  given  to  foreign  comr 
merce  and  domestic  trade,  new  means  of 
commnnicetion  with  distant  quarters  of 
the  globe  be  opened,  and  ftesh  fields  bt 
found  for  the  exercise  of  the  national  en- 
terprise in  commerce,  and  skill  in  inaau- 
faclures.  But  when  loans  were  sought  in 
time  of  peace,  what  was  il  that  the  go- 
vernment had  lo  anticipate?  At  some 
period  or  other  it  must  look  to  the  recur* 
rence  of  war,  and  wliatever  the  present 
means  upon  which  it  might  calculate  for 
tbe  repayment  of  its  debt,  those  means 
would  necessarily  be  crippled  and  embar- 
rassed whenever  war  arose,  so  that  instead 
of  repaying  the  debt,  there  might  be  an 
absolute  necessity  for  incresaing  it.  This 
led  him  to  remark  upon  an  observatioo 
made  by  the  right  faon.  Gentleman  (Hr, 
F.  Baring),  the  Member  for  Portsmouth, 
in  one  of  the  early  discussions  upon  the 
proposition  now  before  the  House,  and 
which  had  been  repeated  by  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  John  Russell)  ihat  evening. 
The  right  bon.  Gentleman  (Hr.  !■',  Bar* 
ing)  spoke  of  the  Income-tax  as  a  weapon 
that  ought  to  be  reserved  in  the  armoury 
of  the  state  for  a  pressure  of  the  severest 
and  most  stringent  necessity.  Tbe  right 
hon.  Gentleman  taunted  the  Government 
ivith  having  taken  out  of  the  armoury  of 
the  state  this  precious  weapon,  and  ap- 
plied it  in  lime  of  peace,  when  theyonglit 
lo  have  resorted  to  other  means  of  meeting 
the  difficulties  against  which  they  bad  lo 
contend.  If,  under  such  circumstances  aa 
now  existed,  it  were  wrong  to  take  oat  o( 
the  state  armoury  Ihe  weapon  deemed 
most  efficient  in  time  of  war,  what  conld 
be  the  excuse  of  a  Government  which, 
during  a  period  of  peace,  should  resort  to 
loans,  which  really  and  practically  conld 
only  he  regarded  as  weapons  of  war,  whuh 
had  for  years,  almost  for  ages,  been  •» 
considered  in  the  history  of  ibis  conntryt 
and  which,  if  waited  in  lime  of  |w«»»    . 
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could  Dot  be  TGsorted  to  when  the  hour  of 
extremUy  arrived  ?  An  Income-tax, 
the  coDtiarj,  might,  as  he  coDteoded,  be 
properly  applied  in  time  of  peace — it  was 
not  excluilfely  a  weapon  of  war.  h  might 
be  deemed  inexpedieat  to  resort  to  an 
lBCome-t«s  in  time  of  peace ;  but  if  it 
were  to  reaorled  to  (diSering  in  ihii  respect 
from  the  contract  of  loans)i  it  would  loie 
none  of  iti  vigour  or  tbIuc  when  a  period 
of  more  atringent  necessity  arose.  What 
were  the  objections  which  the  noble  Lord 
(Lord  J.  RuMell)  made  to  a  properly- 
tax  )  Fint,  the  noble  Lord  aaid — and  he 
rather  thonght  that  ibey  were  indebted 
for  that  opinion  of  the  noble  Lord's  to  the 
situation  in  which  the  last  election  had 
placed  him,  as  one  of. the  representatiTcs 
of  the  interests  of  the  city  of  London — in 
the  first  place  the  noble  Lord  was  opposed 
to  the  Income-tax  because  it  would  be  a 
tMX  Upon  the  merchant  and  the  fundholder, 
apon  whom  he  held  it  to  be  very  inexpe- 
dient to  impose  any  such  burden.  If, 
indeedt-thia  -lax  were,  one  which  di- 
rected itaelf  against  funded  property  alone, 
it  would  not  only  be  objectionable  for 
the  reasons  which  the  noble.  Lord  had 
staled,  bnt  objectionable  in  a  higher  de- 
gree—as a  breach  of  faith  with  the  pubhc 
creditor,  and  as  calcnlaled  .  to  impair 
the  credit  of.  the  country.  But,  applied 
ts  this  tax  was  to  funded  property,  only 
in  common  with  every  other  description  of 
property,  he  could  not  see  that  it  was 
open  to  the  objection  which  the  noble 
Lord  had  stated.  He  did,  indeed,  remem- 
ber that  tn  1831, it  was  proposed  to  levy 
npon  funded  property  a  specific  tax,  un- 
der the  title  of  transfer  duty.  He  re- 
membeied  opposing  that  tax,  and  be  re- 
membered that  it  was  opposed  by  many 
ottier  Oentlemea  on  both  sides  of  the 
House,  npon  the  distinct  ground  that  it 
would  be  a  breach  of  public  bith.  He 
nmeinbered  that  it  was  supported,  amongst 
Otbers,  by  the  noble  I.oid  (Lord  J.  Russell), 
who  at  that  time  did  not  appear  to  enter- 
tain so  tender  a  regard  and  concern  for 
the  ioteretts  of  the  fundholdera  as  he  had 
emced  in  the  courae  of  the  present  dis- 
eession.  He  objected  to  the  measure  pro- 
posed in  1831,  because. it  directed  itself 
mlely  and  exclusively  against  funded  pro- 
perty ;  but  he  maintained  that  the  impo- 
n  of  a  tax  upon  income  derived  from 
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the  public  faith,  and  was  not  open  to  any 
of  the  ohjeciioni  which  were  fairly  and 
properly  urged  against  the  proposition  of 
1831.  Then  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  John 
Russell)  said,  that  in  a  commercial  coun- 
try like  England  it  was  important  not  to 
tax  the  public  funds,  because  it  waa  de- 
airable  to  make  the  country  the  great 
matt  of  money  concerns,  and  to  draw 
from  all  quarters  of  the  globe  the  capitalist 
who  bad  money  to  invest. 

"  If  yoD  tax  the  funds  (layi  the  noble  Lord), 
yon  will  have  all  the  merchants  and  men  of 
nealth,  who  now  resort  to  London  to  invest 
their  money,  going  to  Amsterdam,  or  other 
towns,  where  the  public  securities  are  un- 
fettered by  taxation,  and  where  no  drawback 
is  imposed  upon  income  derived  from  funded 
property," 

This  waa  all  very  well  in  point  of  ar- 
gument ;  but  he  had  always  been  taught 
to  believe  that  one  fact  was  worth  a 
hundred  arguments,  come  whence  they 
might.  To  the  noble  Lord's  argument 
he  begged  to  oppose  a  facL  What 
had  Iwen  the  effect  of  the  Oovern- 
ment  proposition  upon  the  public  funds? 
Did  the  proposition  of  the  property- 
tax  operate  upon  the  minds  of  the 
moniea  men  in  the  city  so  as  to  induce 
them  to  believe  that  funded  property  would 
henceforth  be  of  less  value  in  England  ea 
compared  with  funded  property  in  other 
countries?  What  was  the  pnce  of  the 
funds  when  the  Government  proposition 
was  first  submitted  to  Parliament?  Not 
quite  89.  What  waa  the  pike  now, 
hen  the  measure  had  not  only  been  de- 
bated in  Parliament,  but  discussed  and 
canvassed  in  every  quarter  of  the  country  F 
Upwards  of  90.  Did  this  afibrd  any  in- 
dication of  the  alarm  which  the  noble 
Lord  had  described  as  prevailing  in  the 
mooey  world?  Was  it  possible  to  infer 
from  the  circnmstancea  that  the  effect  of 
the  tax  as  proposed  by  the  Oovemment 
would  be  to  depreciate  the  valueof  funded 
properly,  and  to  drive  from  the  city  of 
London  the  accumulated  wealth  which  it 
had  gathered  from  every  quarter  of  the 
world  ?  The  nnble  Lord's  next  objection 
was,  that  the  Income-tax  would  operate 
unequally.  Would  the  noble  Lord  ahow 
him  a  tax  that  did  not  operate  unequally ! 
The  noble  Lord  proposed  that  the  money 
required  to  meet  the  exigeitcies  of  the 


funded  property,  in  common  with  income  I  time  should  be  raised  by  a  fixed  tax  upon 
dtrived  liwa  every  other  species  of  pro- 1  com.  Would  that  operate  equally  upon 
pntftVUDMiB  tDjmpect  a  bimciior|&ll  cIums  of  th«  community?     Would 
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the  noble  Lord  mention  any  tax  upon  the 
coannodities  wliich  formea  a  part  of  the 
neceiMriei  of  life,  auch  ai  tea,  cofiee. 
■ugar,  or  any  other  article,  which  was  not 
aa  unequal  in  its  operation  upon  the  claiaes 
by  whom  theie  commodiiies  were  con- 
sumed  at  thia  very  properiy-tax  agaioit 
which  the  ar^uroent  or  inequality  wa*  nov 
10  loudly  railed?  Then  the  nohle  Lord 
objected  to  the  tax  a«  being  of  an  inqui. 
silorial  character.  He  did  not  pretend  to 
deoy  that,  in  order  to  aicertain  the  pro- 
perly upon  which  indiridnals  would  have 
to  pay,  it  woald  be  neccMary  to  make  in- 
quirie*  which  in  tome  case*  might  be 
embarrBaiing;,  and  ought,  if  pouible,  to 
be  aToided.  He  hoped  that  in  the  hill 
which,  if  this  reaolution  were  paaaed,  be 
ahonld  have  ibe  booonr  to  introduce  to 
the  HouK,  he  should  be  able  to  obviate 
many  of  the  objections  which  existed  to 
the  former  measure,  on  account  of  the 
dbcloanrea  which  it  required  of  partiei 
engaged  in  trade.  The  object  he  should 
ha*e  in  view  would  be,  to  give  every 
facility  to  persons  coming  under  that 
deacriptioa  to  make  theii  payments  with- 
out nny  undue  disclosure  of  the  Dtate  of 
their  aSain,  and  in  ibii  respect  he  thought 
he  should  be  able  to  remoTe  many  of  the 
objections  which  had  not  unreasonably 
been  felt  against  the  former  Income-tax. 
The  noble  u>rd  then  objected  to  the  tax, 
because  in  the  present  distrewed  slate  of 
trvde  it  would  prew  with  peculiar  severity 
upon  those  engaged  in  trade.  That  might 
be  true  to  a  certain  extent,  but  what  alter- 
native could  be  adopted  ?  What  other 
mode  of  taxation  could  be  resorted  to 
which  would  not  press  upon  them  more ! 
He  had  thus  adverted  to  the  principal  ob- 
jections which  the  noble  Lord  had  taken 
to  the  proposition.  He  came  now  to  the 
roeasurea  by  which  the  noble  Lord  would 
aupply  the  deficiency  of  income.  The 
noble  Lord,  referring  to  bis  budget  of  last 

Bar,  entirely  mistook  the  view  which  the 
entben  of  the  present  Government  took 
of  tha  sugar  duties,  as  he  proposed  to  deal 
%ith  them.  Their  objection  to  the  noble 
Lord's  propoeition  was  founded  upon  this, 
that  it  would  (end  to  the  encouragement 
of  slsve-grown  sugar.  But  supposing  that 
tha  budget  of  the  noble  Lorai  had  been 
adopted,  what  would  have  been  the  result  ? 
The  nobia  Lord  said,  that  he  should  have 
beao  able  to  provide  for  1 ,700,000i. ;  out  of 
•hicfa  600,000f.  had  actually  been  derived 
ftom  the  sugar  datiet,  without  any  alten- 


tioQ  of  the  law.  Having  argued  that  part 
of  the  question,  however,  over  and  over 
again,  he  would  shorten  as  much  as  pos- 
sible what  he  had  to  state  in  vindication 
of  the  Government.  But  taking  the  sum, 
as  stated  by  the  noble  Lord,  in  what  situa- 
tion would  the  Government  have  been  in? 
There  would  still  have  been  a  deficiency 
of  800,0001.  at  the  end  of  1842,  in  addi. 
tioo  to  all  those  prospective  deficiencies  to 
which  he  had  alluded  in  the  onlset  of  his 
speech.  He  onderatood  the  noble  Lord 
to  say,  that  they  would  still  have  about 
2,000,000/.  to  make  up,  even  after  taking 
into  account  the  most  successful  anticipa- 
tiona  of  the  budget  of  last  year.  He  now 
came  to  the  mode  in  which  the  noble 
Lord  proposed  to  furnish  that  sum  of 
2,000,000/.  The  noble  Lord  in  the  latter 
part  of  his  speech  had  caused  him  some 
difficulty,  because  the  noble  Lord  had  not 
atated  the  amount  which  he  expected  to 
derive  from  each  of  those  heads  of  income 
which  he  had  so  largely  shadowed  forth. 
The  first  resource  to  which  the  noUe  Lord 
referred  was  to  a  lax  on  the  succeiaion  of 
real  property.  He  had  often  heard  pro- 
positions of  that  nature  submitted  to 
the  House ;  hut  he  had  alwsya  felt 
on  these  occasions,  —  as  every  other 
Gentleman  who  had  filled  Ihe  office  he 
now  held  no  doubt  alto  felt  —  that 
much  more  weight  was  attached  by  hon. 
Hem  here  to  the  profitable  nature  of 
such  a  tax  than  those  who  had  to  exa- 
mine the  subject  were  inclined  to  allow. 
The  same  erroneous  opinion  prevailed  in 
supposing  that  nothing  but  peraonsl  pro- 
perty paid  legacy  duty.  This  was  alto- 
gether a  follacy.  Legacy  duty  was  paid 
to  a  Urge  amount  an  the  mortgage* 
and  charges  on  real  property.  All  those 
paid  legacy  duty  at  much  as  personal 
property ;  and,  from  the  legacy  duty  re- 
ceived up  (0  the  present  moment,  a  very 
large  proportion  waa  derived  from  charges 
levied  on  land.  Another  error  was  in  sup* 
posing  that  all  personal  property  in  anc- 
cessioD  paid  legacy  duty.  Nothing  wa« 
more  fsltacioui.  Indeed,  personal  pro- 
perty did  not  pay  legacy  doty  except  nnder 
circumstances  in  which  a  great  part  of  real 
property  did.  In  the  e«se  where  peraooal 
property  was  settled  when  a  anccesaioa 
took  place,  personal  property  was  aa 
nnch  exempt  as  landed  property.  It  was 
becoming  more  and  more  the  praotiea 
every  day  to  make  thoee  sort  of  settlo- 
mentt  of  pweoosl  proporiy;  and  the  pn>i   „ 
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petty  M  Killed  derolved  on  the  person 
who  succeeded  to  ii,u  mnch  exempt  from 
legacy  dutyss  anyreal  eitate  in  the  conntrjF. 
Ilie  larger  landed  proprietora  who  gene- 
rally made  a  letltement  or  their  property 
would  KaTcely  bo  affected  by  a  legacy  tax 
on  real  property ;  but  the  petty  proprie- 
tora, those  who  bad  property  worth  lOO/.or 
300/.  a  year,  and  who  were  deterred  by 
reason  or  the  eipente  from  malting  a  set- 
lleraent,  would  suffer  most  from  a  tax  of 
that  nature.  He  could  show,  if  the  House 
would  permit  him,  what  was  the  compara- 
tive proportion  of  real  and  peraoaal  pro- 
perty which  paid  duty.  A  qaeition  of 
(his  sort  was  merely  one  of  approxima- 
tion ;  but  he  thought  he  conld  show  from 
data  before  him  how  large  an  amount  of 
legacy  duty  had  been  received  from 
charsei  on  real  properly,  in  contradls- 
tinclion  to  that  received  from  personal 
property.  It  would  be  in  tbe  recollection 
of  those  hon.  Members  who  had  attended 
to  matters  of  finance  that  Mr.  Fitt,  in 
1796,  introduced  two  bills,  the  object  of 
the  one  being  to  attach  a  legacy  dnty  to 
pertOBal  property,  and  of  the  ottier  to  at- 
tach a  legacy  duty  to  all  lands  passing  by 
devise,  descent,  or  volunUry  act.  The 
bill  imposing  a  tax  on  personal  property 
passed  into  a.  law ;  tha  other,  imposing  a 
like  tax  on  real  property,  waa  rejected,  or 
nther  was  withdrawn.  This  last  hitl  ex* 
eluded  all  settled  property,  on  the  ground 
that  a  man  who  bed  merely  a  life  interest 
could  not,  atriotly  speaking,  be  considered 
«a  Inving  the  property  at  hii  death.  In 
-1806,  Mr.  Pitt,  not  disheartened  by  what 
bad  Uken  place  in  1796,  introduced  a  bill 
which  included  all  the  prorisiona  of  the 
two  bills  of  1796  i  the  legacy  doty  was 
thos  imposed  on  all  lands  passing  by  de- 
viae  or  doacmt,  excepting  settled  property. 
Aa  the  law  then  stood,  all  property  unset- 
tled, personal  as  well  as  real,  paid  a  doty. 
4iia  abject  was  to  show  how  the  duty  fell 
on  laitd ;  and  this  he  thought  a  reference 
to  tbe  hill  of  1706  would  explain.  The 
bill  of  ]796  afEKted  personal  property 
only,  and  tbe  amount  of  legacy  duty  on 
personal  property  received  for  the  six 
years,  from  1796  to  1803,  waa  5,109,636/. 
The  biU  of  1805  made  charges  on  landed 
property  aalgeot  to  legacy  duty,  and  the 
smoant  received  for  the  six  years  fol- 
lowing 1805  was  14,700,000/.  From  this, 
however,  would  be  deducted  5,800,000/., 
beisg  the  amount  of  the  new  duties  im- 
pMed  by  Itaat  Mt  oa  legaoiea;  thei«  re- 
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mained  8,900,000/.  as  the  amount  of  duty 
received  during  those  six  yeara  as  legacy 
duty.  In  the  six  yean  followiug  1796  the 
duty  received  on  personal  property  alone 
amounted  to  5,109,635/.  If,  therefore, 
they  deducted  the  one  sum  from  the  other, 
they  would  find,  that  the  duty  on  chnrgea 
on  land  bore  to  the  charges  on  personal 
property,  the  proportion  of  5,109,635/.  to 
3,760,000/.  He  trusted  that  he  had 
shown  to  the  House  that  it  was  an  error 
suppose  that  landed  property  was  not 
subjected  to  legacy  doty,  and  be  hoped 
that  he  had  satisfied  them  that  there  were 
good  reasons  for  not  resorting  to  this  doty 
in  the  hope  of  obtaining  a  larger  amount 
of  revenue.  He  found  himself  greatly 
fortified  in  this  opinion  from  what  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Mr,  Bar- 
ing) had  Slated  in  1840,  in  a  discussion 
which  took  place  on  a  motion  of  the  late 
Member  for  Kilkenny  (Mr.  Hume),  pro- 
posing a  tax  similar  to  that  now  proposed 
by  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Loa> 
don.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  then 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  stated, 

"  If  hit  hon.  Friend  knew  the  number  of 
sonrcai  from  which  the  legacy  duties  were 
derived,  ha  ivould  Bud  that  the  great  portion 
wu  paid  by  those  whom  his  hon.  Friend  con- 
sidered to  be  free  troia  taxation." 


The  right  hon,  Gentlemau  want  on  to 
say, 

"  With  respect  to  what  had  been  said  of 
deeds,  when  ha  looked  at  the  probate  and  1e^ 
cacy  dutiss,  as  compared  with  thoae  derived 
from  deeds— and  it  should  be  remembered 
thai  I  great  part  from  deeds  was  derired  from 
landed  property — he  did  not  find  such  a  differ- 
ence. TheprobBteaudlegacyduties  amounted  to 
1,724,000/,  and  those  from  deeds  lo  1  ,S8O,00O/, 
He  was  happy  to  find  that  during  the  whole 
discasiion,  not  a  single  ward  had  fallen  from 
any  hon,  Geutlemau,  intimating  a  doubt  with 
respect  to  the  resource  of  the  country." 

He  had  quoted  the  speech  of  the  ri^t 
hon.  Gentleman,  in  order  to  show  to  tbo 
Honse  hii  views  of  the  jnslice  of  the  case 
as  respected  the  portion  of  tax  borne  by 
the  two  claases  of  property,  to  the 
opinion  then  expressed  by  the  xigbi 
hon.  Gentleman,  he  entirely  agreed. 
Inlregard  to  the  assessed  taxes,  which  th« 
noble  Lord  had  suggested  aa  a  subftitat* 
for  a  property-tax,  he  tbenght  that  boo. 
Gentlemen  opponle  mast  hare  fi»gotteil 
that  these  taxes  pressed  heavily  on  the 
less  wealthy  classes.  To  raise  any  prt>* 
portion  of  th«  daficieDcy  of  2,000,090li 
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by  an  aupnentation  of  the  '  auened 
Uxei,  they  would  have  to  make  up 
their  mindi  to  impose  a  burden  not 
.merely  on  the  Inxuriei  of  the  rich,  but  on 
the  oeceuitiea  of  the  poor.  Two-thirda 
of  tbe  boDses  in  the  kiogdom  were  at  pre- 
aeot  exempted  from  the  window-tax,  and 
tbey  might  depend  on  it  they  would  be  in 
error  if  they  aoaght  to  raise  any  part  of 
(he  deficiency  by  any  measure  abort  of 
re-impoaine  the  window -tax  to.  the  same 
exient  as  it  existed  some  years  ago,  and 
again  sabjecting  tbe  smaller  homes  to  the 
burden.  Such  an-  augmenlalion  would 
press  most  sererely  on  the  comforts  of  the 
poorer  classes.  By  a  house-tax,  which 
waa  a  tax  on  property  of  a  particular  kind, 
they  could  oerer  reach  a  man's  income,  as 
such  a  tax.  would  press  moit  severely  on 
the  wretched  inhabitants  of  small  dwel- 
lings. -  His  right  hon.  Friend  (Sir  R.  Peel) 
had  handed  him  a  volume  of  Hansard, 
containing  the  speech  made  by  the  hon. 
Member,  who,  in  1833,  moved  the  repeal 
of  the  house  and  window-tax.  That  hon. 
Member  (Sir  John  Key}  was,  at  the  time, 
Lord  Mayor  of  London,  and  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  community  which  the 
noble  Lord  opposite  now  represented,  and 
when  he  addressed  to  the  Members  of  the 
City  of  London  the  obaervations  of  a 
LokI  Mayor  of  London,  who  was,  more- 
aver,  one  of  tbe  noble  Lord's  strongest 
political  suppoTleri,  be  fell  that  he  was 
addressing  to  tbe  noble  Lord  an  argument 
which  he  must  respect.  This  Lord  Mayor 
then  atated  that 

"  The  City  of  London  objected  to  the  bouse 
aed  wiadow-tax,  ai  unjust  in  principle,  up- 
preuite  in  details,  inquisitorial  and  vexstious 
■o  its  impositioD  and  collectioo,  and  suscepti- 
ble of  no  modification  which  would  take  away 
its  objectionable  character,  and  they  would 
never  cease  to  complain  until  it  was  entirely 
rspesled.  Uopiug  that  he  had  established  in 
the  opinion  at  tlie  House  the  two  propositions 
—that  the  house-tax  was  not  an  equal  property- 
tax,  and  that  it  was  not  an  equal  tax  upon  dii- 
pos^e  income,  he  might,  perhaps,  be  called 
on  to  say  what  it  wis,  .  He  denominated  it  an 
nnfatr  and  an  unjust  tax  upon  the  industry  of 
the  couDtiy— Hi  was  an  Income-tax  in  its  mojt 
odious  form,  because  it  touched  not  the  masses 
of  wealth — it  touched  not  the  drones  in  the 
hive — it  fixed  with  relentless  severity  on  the 
indnstrions  orders.  Tbe  Incom^taz,  which 
was  a  mere  tax  upon  income,  and  justly  ex- 
cited so  much  displeasure,  was  a  heavenly  tax 
Compared  with  this," 

-  He  felt  he  could  aay  nothing  stronger 
ia  TindictUon  of  ths  meainre  pntpoied  bj 
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Government.  The  noble  Lord  had  not 
Burely  consulted  his  constituents  before 
making  his  proposals,  otherwise  he  would 
never  have  proposed  the  revival  of  a  tax 
ao  much  condemned  by  them,  or  opposed 
one  which  (hey  had  atyled  heavenly  in 
comparison  with  the  house  and  window- 
tax.  He  felt  sorry  for  having  detained 
the  House  so  long;  but  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  vindicate  the  measure  proposed  for  the 
arrangement  of  their  financea.  He  hoped 
he  had  shown  the  necessity  for  placing  the 
finances  of  the  country  m  a  sound  and 
healthy  state.  He  diti  not  fear  the  re- 
sult. He  knew  the  good  sense  of  all  par- 
ties, and  their  readiness -to  supply  any 
amount  which  the  necessities  of  the  coun- 
try might  require.  He  regretted  not  that 
time  had  been  allowed  for  the  people  to 
express  an  opinion,  for  the  result  had 
confirmed  him  in  the  view  which  be  firat 
entertained,  that  the  people  would  ever  be 
ready  to  repair  the  disordered  state  of  the 
finances  of  tbe  country,  and  to  give  that  re- 
lief to  trade,  manufacturea,  and  coaimerce, 
of  which  (he  noble  Lord- bad  admitted  tbe 
preseotdistreased  condition  to  be  one  of  the 
great  evils  of  the  present  state  of  affairs. 
Mr.  W.  Williams  felt  pleased  that  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  London  had, 
in  his  means  for  supplying  the  deficiency, 
adopted  a  proposition  which  he  intended 
to  propose,  namely,  to  subject  real  pro- 
perty to  the  same  legacy  duty  aa  personal 
property.  He  thought  the  window  tax 
objectionable,  but  attll  it  was  better  than 
the  unjust,,  inquisitorial  Income-tax,  u 
proposed  by  Government,  ft  was  no  ar- 
gument in  favour  of  the  Income-tax,  to 
say  that  other  taxes  pressed  nnequally. 
He  had  often  complained  of  this  as  the 
cause  of  the  great  dissatiafaction  which 
prevailed  in  the  country,  in  regard  to  the 
mode  in  which  that  Hooie  imposed  taxes. 
He  was  ready  to  admit,  however,  that 
Goveroment  had  dealt  liberally  in  lefei^ 
ence  (o  tbe  timber  duties.  The  importance 
of  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  timber  was 
very  great,  especially  in  regard  to  ahip- 
building.  Nothing  would  so  much  pre- 
vent foreign  aggression  against  this  coun- 
try as  the  fact  of  their  always  having  ■ 
number  of  ships  and  sailors  at  conmand. 
In  regard  to  coffee,  he  tbonght  that  too 
great  a  diffi^reace  was  made  between  tbe 
foreign  and  the  colonial  article.  If  they 
had  maintained  the  relative  difference 
which  now  existed,  namely,  sixpence  and 
Binepanoe,  be  woold   btve  bMQ  betlw  ,. 
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pleRsed,  although  a  difierenee  of  60  per 
ccDt.  wu,  JD  hii  opinion,  more  thnn  auffi- 
eieot  protection  for  the  colonies.  Coo- 
■idering  ibe  state  of  their  relations  vith 
China,  every  encourage  meat  ought  to  be 
given  for  the  consumplion  of  coffee,  and 
he  thought  thai  a  duty  of  sixpence  a  pound 
on  foreign  coffee  would  have  greatly  in- 
creased coniumptico,  aad  would  not  bave 
diminished  the  revenoe.  He  was  glad  to 
hew  that  the  question  of  the  sngar  duties 
ma  under  the  consideration  of  Ministers, 
and  that  negotiations  had  been  entered 
into  for  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Brazil. 
It  was  of  the  greatest  importance  to  this 
country  (hat  a  great  reduction  be  made 
to  the  duly  on  sugar  as  speedily  as 
poasible,  and  he  hoped  by  that  treaty 
the  alave.tiade  would  be  put  an  end  to. 
He  had  often  stated  to  the  House  that  be 
was  a  decided  adrocste  of  free  trade  id 
com ;  but  if  he  had  to  choose  between 
two  modes  of  impotieg  a  duty,  be  muii 
My  that  he  would  infinitely  prefer  a  fixed 
duly  to  a  ali ding- scale,  which  had  been 
agreed  to  the  other  night.  A  iliding-scale 
aiq;ht  produce  a  larger  revenue  for 
tbe  6rst  year,  bnt  a  fixed  duty  of  St. 
would  nlliiBalely  produce  a  larger  amount 
of  duty,  and  make  com  cheaper  to  tbe 
comsDuniiy.  The  recurrence  to  any  tax— 
■nch  as  Ibe  tu  on  salt,  leather,  soap,  can- 
dles, beer — which  would  press  heavily  on 
tha  poor,  would  be  most  objectionable. 
Any  kind  of  property>iax  would  be  pre- 
ferabla  to  the  re-imposition  of  any  of 
those  taxes.  He  did  not  feel  at  all  satis- 
fied on  reading  the  resolutions  of  the 
noble  Lord,  but  he  mnit  say,  the  additional 
views  which  the  noble  Lord  hsd  laid  before 
the  House  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  had 
somewhat  modified  bis  opinion  in  reference 
to  the  means  by  which  he  proposed  to  make 
up  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue.  In 
consequence  of  that,  he  had  given  notice 
of  two  propositioni,  which  be  thought 
much  belter  than  those  which  had  been 
proposed  by  the  noble  Lord.  His  first 
proposition  was  to  submit  real  property,  or 
property  not  now  liable  to  the  legacy  and 
probale  duty,  to  the  payment  of  ihe  same 
aowunt  of  probate  and  legacy  duty  as  was 
now  paid  upon  personal  property.  There 
at  present  existed  a  most  unjust  distinc- 
tion between  these  two  descriptions  of 
property  in  that  respect.  Take,  for  in- 
stance, the  case  of  a  respectable  mechanic. 
He  shall  die  and  leave  property  in  the 
shape  of  furniture  and  other  useful  articles-, 


to  the  valaaof  20/.  '  Upon^thii'botb  ■■ 
legacy  dutyaod  a  probate  duty  must  be' 
paid.  Now,  take  the  case  of  the  Duke  of' 
Cleveland,  or  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  or  of 
[he  Marquess  of  Hertford.  All  these 
noble  persons  have  recently  come  into  the 
poiseuion  of  immense  estates.  Have  they 
paid  any  duty  to  the  Exchequer?  Nona 
whatsoever.  Now,  bis  object  was  to  put' 
all  parlies  upon  an  equality.  He  did  not 
wisb  tbe  rich  man  to  pay  more  than  the' 
poor  man,  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of 
bis  property,  but  he  wanted  common  jus- 
tice to  be  observed  between  ibem  both.' 
The  right  bon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  bad-  referred  to  the 
amount  of  the  probate  and  legacy  duly  on 
real  and  personal  propertyin  1805.' Hecoald' 
have  wished  (bat  the  right  hob.  Oenlleman 
had  come  to  a  later  period,  because  there 
was  a  vast  difference  between  the  value  of 
property  now  and  in  1806.  If  the  plan 
he  now  proposed  were  adopted,  the  right 
ho n.  Gentleman  would  get  a  much  greater 
revenue  new  than  could  have  been  ob- 
taioed  by  the  same  tax  in  180S.  It  had 
been  estimated  that  the  tax  upon  landed  - 
property,  in  the  shape  of  a  legacy  and 
probate  duty  now.  if  charged  upoo  descent^ 
bequest,  or  deed  of  settlement,'  would 
amount  to  two  millions,  or  two  millions 
and  a  half.  This,  then,  was  his  first  prt^ 
position.  His  second  proposition  waa'  to 
subject  all  anouitiea,  pensions,  dividends, 
and  salaries,  to  a  certain  rateable  tax. 
He,  in  his  scheme,  had  dealt  very  lightly 
with  tbe  lower  class  of  incomes,  Upoa 
those  ranging  from  1501.  to  250/.  he  only 
proposed  a  charge  of  6d.  in  the  pound,  or 
2^  percent.  With  the  exception  of  the 
two  great  interests — the  landed  interest 
snd  the  West  Indian  interests,  both  of 
which  were  monopolies  protected  by  the 
Legislature — every  class  in  the  country 
was  in  a  state  of  suffering.  If  a  compart.^ 
son  were  made  between  the  abihty  of  all 
classes,  whether  the  mercantile,  (be  manu- 
facturing, tbe  trading,  or  the  labouring 
classes,  to  pay  taxes  now,  and  what  waa 
their  ability  to  do  so  six  years  ago,  he 
believed  it  would  be  found  that  at  (he 
former  period  they  were  able  to  pay  twice 
SB  much  as  at  present.  Those  wboderived 
their  incomes  from  the  public  revenue 
ought  to  bear  their  proportion,  and  not 
throw  Ibe  whole  weight  upon  other  classes. 
There  waa  one  very  strong  reason  why 
ibey  should  do  so.  It  was  well  knoatn 
that  all  salaries  and  pensions  wen  ia- 
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CRUed  to  k  Eimt  eiteot  in  coMequeoca 

of  the  d«precifttion  of  tht  circuLiting;  me- 
dinm.  He  wotild  refer  to  a  moit  able 
pamphlet  written  by  Sir  Jamei  Graham, 
the  preieDt  Home  Secretary,  upon  thia 
aut^cct.  He  bad  read  many  workt  upon 
the  queition,  but  he  had  neter  Men  one 
writUn  nith  more  ability,  or  which  treated 
the  Bubiflct  with  more  juilice.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  atated  — (the  pamphlet 
wai  written  in  18-27)  — thai  the  differ- 
ence of  value  of  prcieot  money,  and  of 
money  in  1813,  which  waa  the  latt  year 
but  one  of  a  moat  eipenaive  war,  waii  at 
leiit  30  per  cent.  Every  one  who  had 
written  upon  this  lubject  bore  out  the 
r^ht  hon.  Baronet'i  aUienient.  In  hit 
opinion,  the  C«te  wai  rather  under  than 
overataled.  Thearoount  of  laiea  in  1813 
was  81  million!,  tbe  value  of  gold  being 
51,  6l.  i^d.  an  ounce.  The  taxes  for 
lut  year  amounted  lo  52  miiliona, 
tbe  valne  of  an  ounce  of  gold  being 
3/.  17«.  iO^d.,  which  was  equal  to  82 
millionaof  taxation  in  1813.  Thui  making 
the  taiei  of  the  pretent  year  heavier  than 
the;  vera  in  1813,  although  in  amount 
the  taxM  in  1813  were  81  millioni,  and 
in  the  prcacnt  year  ^  miiliona.  In  1813 
the  price  of  wheat  wm  61. 2i.  6d,  a  quarter, 
DOW  it  wai  about  3/.  li.  or  3/.  2f,,  lo  that 
the  people  had  now  to  give  iwo  quarlera 
orwbeatiuteadofoneia  1813.  In  1813 
beefwaacontracted  for  at  Greenwich  Hoa- 
pital  at  Bd.  a  pound,  now  it  waa  little  more 
than  half  that  price.  Tuke, again,  the  caae 
of  the  handloom  weavert.  They  would  now 
have  to  pay  four  days  labour  for  the  tai 
which  one  day't  labour  in  1813  would 
have  paid.  Thus  it  went  on  in  these 
proportioits,makingthetasan)uoh  heavier 
burden  now  than  it  was  in  1813,  The 
noble  Lord  (Lord  John  Ruiiell)  and  tbe 
right  hoDi  Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Goul- 
burn^  had  spoken  witli  warmth  against 
subjecting  the  fundholder  lo  any  tax. 
Now,  he  did  not  understand  ihe  justice  of 
this  objection.  The  fundholdets  received 
iheir  dividends  in  money  greatly  increased 
in  valuo,  instead  of  depreciated  paper,  in 
which  they  were  paid  before  1819,  and  in 
which  the  debt  was  contracted ;  it  would, 
therefore,  be  no  sactilice  for  them  lo  bear 
their  share  of  the  burthen,  when  the  peo- 
pynho  paid  the  taxes  were  in  a  state  of  suf- 
fermg  and  depression.  What  did  David 
Uumesayupon  thia  subject?  and  hewoa  a 
great  authority.  Id  his  £$iay  m  Credit, 
bt.iaid. 


That  uid«  (be  circumaiances  (meaning 
tbe  heavy  debt)  in  which  the  country  was 
pUfed,  the  revenne  must  be  raised  from  the 
taxation  of  annuitsnti,  or  ffhiit  was  ihe  MOW 
thing,  from  mortgsging  anew  certain  parti  of 
their  auDuitiet,  thus  making  them  lo  coDtribnle 
to  their  own  defence  and  to  that  of  the  na- 

He  believed  ihst  they  would  ultimately 
come  to  this.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
opposite  (Sir  James  Oraham)  saw  ibis  loop 
af^;  and  be  hoped  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  using  his  utmoai  efforts  to 
instil  his  views  into  tbe  minda  of  his  Col- 
leagues, and  would  induce  them  to  follow 
those  wise  views  he  advocated  fourteen 
years  ago.  There  was  one  thing  in  which 
he  agrnd  with  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
that  whatever  amount  of  expenditure  this 
Uonse  might  vote,  it  was  bound  to  pnt  into 
the  bands  of  the  Government  the  meana 
to  pay  it.  That  was  a  very  different  course 
from  what  had  hitherto  been  followed.  If 
his  two  propositions  should  be  adopted, 
they  would,  according  to  his  calcnlation, 
produce  additional  means  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  from  four  millions  to  four  millioni 
and  a  half,  which  waa  the  nmost  that 
would  be  required  to  meet  the  eapeadilurt 
of  the  Government.  Ho  moU  earoeiilj 
called  upon  the  Government  not  to  bs 
merely  satisfied  with  having  a  sufficiency 
of  means  to  meet  the  expenditure,  but  to 
take  care  lo  have  thoso  meias  in  tbe  Ex- 
chequer, and  not  to  depend,  as  hitherto, 
upon  the  Bank  of  England.  The  Bank 
of  England  had  been  generally  acquies- 
cent in  the  views  of  the  Chancellor  of  tho 
Exchequer.  But  the  finanoaa  of  this  coun- 
try ought  not  to  be  dependent  upon  the 
acquiescence  or  caprice  of  eny  body  of 
individual!.  In  January  there  was  only 
3,600,000^.  in  the  Exchequer,  when  the 
Government  had  to  pay  nine  millions.  Sup- 
pose when  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer asked  assistance,  the  Baok  had 
refused  it.  It  would  only  have  been  ne- 
cessary for  thirteen  directors  to  have  agreed 
in  opinion  that  way.  Whet  would  have 
been  the  condition  of  the  country  ?  How 
could  the  Chancellor  of  tbe  Exchequer 
have  paid  the  vast  sums  then  duel  He 
would  not  attempt  to  describe  what  the 
consequences  would  have  been  to  the 
country  if  such  an  ocurrence  bad  taken 
place.  Thev  all  know  that  the  Bank  of 
England  bad  been,  by  its  own  imprudence, 
in  a  state  of  tbe  greatest  difficnlty.  Sup- 
pose It  had  been  on  tbe  5th  of  January 
Uit  in  tba  noa  eondition  as  iiwM  da^-. 
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•erifaed  by  Hr.  Honlev  Palmer,  one  of  ita 
directon,  to  have  been  in  tbe  month ■  of 
October  and  NoTember,  1839.  when  he 
■taied  that  the  amount  of  bullion  io  their 
coffen  «a>  barely  at  much  ai  wai  lent  to 
them  by  the  Bank  of  France.  If  tbe  Bank 
of  France  had  refused  to  lend  that  money 
what  would  ba?e  been  tbe  coniequeoce  1 
Tbe  cate  antwered  itaelf.  Suppose  the 
Bank  should  not  be  in  a  condition  to 
lend  the  OoTeinment  money  on  deS. 
cieney  bills,  to  pay  ihe  dividends  wh«n 
due  —  luppoH  the  Bank  of  England 
had  a  great  niD  upon  it  for  bullion, 
at  tbe  very  moment  the  OoTernment 
wanted  its  aHistance,  and  tbe  Bank  wti 
placed  in  ibis  situation,  either  lo  be  obliged 
to  refuse  the  Chancellor  of  the  Esche- 
quei  the  assiataace  he  required 
tbe  difidendt,  amoanting  generally  to 
five,  til,  or  leven  inillioni,  or  to  eiop 
fMyment  on  the  run  made  upon  it? 
What  would  be  the  mult  ?  Either  the 
Government  would  be  unable  to  meet 
iia  difidends,  or  the  Bank  must  stop, 
This  was  a  atate  in  which  tbe  Qovernment 
ooght  not  to  place  itielf:  and  if  the  right 
bon.  Oeutleman  would  give  proper  atten- 
tion lo  the  tubject,  he  waa  certain  that  he 
night  plica  the  finaocei  of  the  country 
in  a  state  of  perfect  teourily  and  free  from 
^1  inch  dangerous  hazards.  There  was 
uotber  point  worthy  of  tbe  attention  of 
tbe  right  bon.  Oenileman,  Id  the  course 
of  a  year  or  two  the  Bank  charter  would 
have  to  be  renewed.  Hit  wish  was,  that 
the  right  bon.  Oentleman  should  be  per- 
fectly independent  of  Ihe  Bank  before  that 
period  anived.  Formerly,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  could  dictate  teimi  to 
the  Bank,  but  when  about  two  yeart  ago  tbe 
Government  wished  to  bonow  600,000/., 
tbe  Bank  said,  that  unless  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  gave  ihem  a  higher  rale 
of  interest,  he  should  not  have  the  money. 
Sappose  this  should  happen  when  a  much 
la^r  sum  was  required,  it  would  throw 
distmt  upon  tbe  credit  of  the  country. 
What  would  then  be  the  sondition  of  the 
Government?  When  the  tense  of  the 
House  should  have  been  taken  upon  tbe 
reaoloiion  of  ihc  noble  Lord  (Lord  John 
Rusicll),  it  was  bis  inienlion  lo  move  that 
tbe  resolatioo  now  before  tbe  House  should 
be  referred  back  lo  a  committee  of  thi 
wbolc   House   upon   Wsys   and    Means, 


ibat,  lowaids  raising  the  supplygrantU  to  her 
Majeily,  and  for  tbe  reducing,  as  moob  asnuqr 
be  practicable,  the  duty  now  payable  aa  mall, 
sugar,  and  tea,  there  shall  be  charged  annually 
the  several  rates  and  duties  following,  that  is  to 
■Por.and  in  respect  of  every  annuity,  pen- 
sion, stipend,  dividend,  or  salary,  payable  out 
of  the  public  revenue  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
the  aumial  amount  of  iSOL  to  SOOt.,  for  every 
tweut;  sliilbogs,  lixpauce ;  of  3001.  to  SOOl., 
for  Gveiy  twenty  stiilliugs,  one  shilling ;  of 
500/.  to  750/.,  for  every  twenty  shillings,  one 
■hilling  and  sixpence ;  of  7501.  lo  1,000/.  (br 
every  twenty  shillings,  two  ihiltingi;  of  1,000/. 
to  1,500/.  for  every  tnenty  shilling*,  three  shi1< 
lings  ;  of  i,MO/.  and  upwards,  fbr  every  twenw 
■hillingi,  four  shillings,  on  the  value  theraot. 
For  and  in  rsspect  of  all  lands,  lenenents, 
hereditaments,  herit^es,  and  real  properly  of 
every  description,  ibere  shall  be  charged  to 
every  person  ou  coming  iuto  possession  thereof 
by  Inheritance  or  bequest,  a  duty  equal  in 
amount  lo  the  probate  and  legacy  duty  now 
payable  on  personal  property." 

Sir  Robert  Inglii  said,  that  a  cod- 
siderable  portion  of  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Oentleman  having  been  employed 
to  answer  the  speech  of  tbe  noble 
Lord,  and  another  portion  employed 
in  complimenting  the  commercial  and 
financial  policy  of  her  Majesiy't  Govern' 
meflt,  and  another  portion  in  diicounting 
his  own  intended  speech  upon  a  motion 
not  nov  before  the  House,  and  a  fhictional 
portion  only  being  employed  in  endeavonrt 
ing^  to  answer  the  able,  compreheosivet 
and  eloquent  speech  of  the  right  bon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 

Sier,  be  did  not  feel  that  it  waa  necastary 
r  him,  and  he  certainly  did  dot  feel  any 
diipotition,  to  follow  the  hon.  Member. 
He  should  take  lower  and  humbler 
grounds.  He  would  not  enter  into  an  in- 
quiry as  to  the  policy  of  the  GovernmeDt> 
He  rote  distinctly  iat  the  purpoee  of  tug- 
getting  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  th« 
head  of  her  Majesty's  GovemmenI,  on« 
alteration  which  he  took  the  opponnniiy 
— perhaps  ihe  only  one  that  would  Im 
afforded  to  him — of  now  submittioEf  to 
him.  Tbe  right  hon.  Baronet  had  pledged 
the  existence  of  hii  Government  upon  (he 
success  of  this  great  financial  meeinrej 
but  though  bo  stated  this  when  he  first 
opened  his  plan,  and  itaraied  it  lait  Mon- 
day, itill  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  de- 
clared his  willingness  to  listen  to  any  sug- 
gestion as  to  details  in  the  progress  of  tlit 
And   although    the   right  hon. 


when  be  ihould  propose  to  that  committee    Baronet  had  received  many  eommanica- 


mintion  to  this  efiect 
"  That  it  it  tbe  t^iniua  of  this 


tions  from  provincial  Cbaacallora  of  tba 
Exohtqiier  and  fioancitrt  of  af«ry  grMb. 
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yet  be  had  not  heard,  at  least,  that  the 
SQ^^tion  he  wai  about  to  make  had  been 
■uhoiitted  to  the  right  hon.  BaroDeL  The 
right  hon.  Baroaei  begaa  hii  plan  by  ex- 
emptiag  all  whose  iocomeii  did  not  exceed 
150/.:  the  tight  hon.  Baronet  admitted 
that  penone  whose  incomea  were  below 
that  mm,  were  not  in  a  conditioa  to  hear 
any  proportion  of  the  tax  which  ought  to 
be  levied  upon  others.  Now,  the  su^es- 
tion  which  he  would  venture  to  makewaiL 
that  he  should  give  an  equal  adrantage  to 
all  peraoni  whose  incomes  should  exceed 
1501.  For  inatance,  in  the  case  oF  a  per- 
■on  whoseincome  was  200/.,  ihe  lax  should 
be  imposed  upon  the  surplus  SOt.,  above 
the  150/.  So  in  the  case  of  a  person  of 
300/.,  he  should  be  taxed  upon  the  extra 
160/.  It  was  impossible  that  any  one 
could  have  moved  in  society  within  the 
last  moath  without  having  heard 
of  the  roost  aggravated  distress  in  respect 
to  persons  of  small  property.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  must  know  this  full  well; 
he  could  not,  therefore,  but  feel  sure  that 
there  was  no  modification  of  his  right  hon, 
Friend's  plan  which  would  tend  more  to 
spread  general  coatent  with  bis  financial 
measures  than  that  which  he  had  now 
suggested.  Sixty  pounds  paid  by  a  man 
whoM  inctHue  was  2,000/.,  or  six  hundred 
pounds  paid  by  him  whose  income  was 
30,000/.,  were  paid,  without  the  sacrifice 
perhaps  of  •  single  comfort;  whereas  the 
61.  paid  by  a  man  whose  income  was  only 
2001.,  whether  liviog  in  the  metropolis  or 
the  remotest  province, would  be  an  abridge- 
mest  of  many  comforts — he  might  almost 
gay,  of  many  necessaries.  If,  therefore, 
it  was  fit  to  make  any  reserve  whatsoever, 
and  except  any  annuitants  at  all,  it  cer- 
tainly would  be  consistent  with  the  general 
principle  to  make  a  similar  proportionate 
relaxation  in  favour  of  those  whose  incomes 
exceeeded  the  lowest  point  of  the  scale  by 
50/.,  or  100/.,  or  ISO/.,  and  so  on.  It  was 
true  the  reduction  of  150/.  from  the  esti- 
mated income  of  those  having  2,000/.  or 
20,000/.  would  have  had  but  little  effect 
either  way.  It  would  scarcely  benefit  the 
party  himself,  while,  at  the  same  time,  it 
would  hardly  make  any  sensible  diminu- 
tion in  the  amount  of  taxes  to  be  received 
by  Ibe  Government.  But,  to  the  indi- 
vidual having  only  an  income  of  200/., 
the  relief  would  be  very  great  indeed,  and 
ha  was  sure  it  would  be  very  gratefully 
received.      If  the  House   would    indulge 
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tnre  to  ttate  that  he  thought  it  would  have 
been  far  more  satisfactory  to  the  country 
generally  if  a  property  tax  of  4  per  cent, 
or  5  per  cent,  had  been  imposed,  and  thev 
had  obtained  an  entire  remission  of  all 
the  machinery  of  an  Income-tax,  and  of 
the  auessed  taxes.  He  feared  that  as-he 
did  notTeceive  any  cheers  from  the  metro- 
politan Members,  and  none  on  bis  owa 
side  of  Ihe  Honse,  his  proposition  was. not 
likely  to  meet  success.  [Mr.  Wakiey  :  I 
cheered  you.]  He  would  not  pursue  ths 
subject  further,  but  he  trusted  his  right 
hon.  Friend  at  the  head  of  her  Majesty's 
Government  would  consider  the  suggestion 
he  had  thrown  out  worthy  of  bisatteotion. 
Mr.  P.  M,  Stewart  said,  that  notwith- 
standing the  epithets  which  had  been  ap- 
plied to  this  tax  had  been  repudiated  and 
condemned  by  the  right  hon.  Gentlemaa  ' 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  yet  he 
(Mr.  Stewart)  most  advisedly  used  them, 
and  declared  that  it  was  to  all  iutentsand 
purposes  an  inquisitorial,  an  unnecessary, 
and  a  most  odious  imposition  upon  the 
people  and  the  industry  of  this  coanlry. 
He,  however,  must  say,  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Oxford,  that  if  the  country 
was  to  be  suhjecled  to  this  impost,  it  vai 
the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  make  it  as 
little  burdensome  as  possible.  He,  there- 
fore, approved  of  the  suggestion  of  his 
hon.  Friend  (Sir  R.  Inglia),  that  an  income 
nf  ISO/,  ought  to  be  made  the  unit  in  cal- 
culating the  tax,  because  it  was  admitted 
by  the  right  hon.  Uaronet  that  those  who 
possessed  an  income  of  150/.  were  not  fit 
to  bear  the  tax ;  thereby  drawing  a  line 
for  the  calculation  to  commence  on  tbe 
amount  of  income  exceeding  1501.  tJpon 
the  last  su^estion  of  his  hon.  Friend 
(Sir  R.  Inglii)  be  would  make  no  remark, 
because  be  would  go  on  and  moke  open 
war — declared  war — against  tbe  proposi- 
tion itself.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  blamed  those 
who  had  applied  epithets  such  as  he  had 
applied  to  this  tax,  asserting  that  they  were 
not  descriptive  of  the  tax.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  said,  that  he  as  a  financier 
had  helped  in  1816  in  the  hopeless  nodet< 
taking  to  continue  for  two  years  the  pro- 
perty-tax ;  and  that  he  was  quite  snre  if 
the  property-tax  had  been  continued  for 
two  sessions,  Ihe  financial  circumstances  of 
the  country  would  have  been  in  a  much 
more  flourishing  state  than  they  now  were. 
In  looking  back  to  the  victory  then  gained 


bim  for  two  minutes  more  be  would  ven- j  over  Mr.  Vaniittart,  who  attempted  to  ,^  |-^y 
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eoitinnea  tax  which  PftrliameiitWBiboati<l 
in  honour  to  repeal  six  months  after  the 
■atioQ  of  war,  there  was  no  man  who  had 
the  welfare  of  bis  conDtry  at  heart  who 
would  not  ijmpalhise  with  those  who 
gBined  thai  victory.  The  great  question  wai 
settled  upon  the  strength  of  the  petilioni 
which  were  poured  in  upon  the  House  for 
several  nighli  previous  to  the  proposal,  and 
those  petitions  decided  the  fate  of  the  tax, 
which  had  never  since  been  heard  of  from 
that  day  till  now.  Men  of  great  distinction 
as  financiers,  equal  in  every  respect  to  ihe 
right  hon.  Gentleman  himself,  did  not 
hesitate  to  express  in  the  strongest  terms 
the  detestation  in  which  they  held  that  tax. 
The  present  Lord  Ashburton — then  Mr. 
Baring — made  a  powerful  speech,  showing 
tha  impolicy  and  injustice  of  imposing 
such  a  tax  upon  the  people,  and  bis  coU' 
eluding  words  were  these  :— 

"  With  a  debt  of  830,000,000'.,  it  wu  of 
little  eoDSequence  whether  twelve  more  were 
added,  but  it  wss  of  ihe  utmost  importance 
that  the  people  of  England  should  be  Ubersted 
from  this  most  unjust  and  unnecssiary  and 
odious  impoiilioD." 

Those  were  Mr.  Baring's  words  in 
1816,  kodbe  pretamed  that  at  a  finan- 
cier, Kod  being  ia  that  day  in  the  full 
Tigonr  of  his  mind,  and  capable  of 
judging  such  a  question,  he  might  put 
tboae  words  against  the  opinion  of  the 
rigfatbon.  Gentleman,  and  say,  that  it  was 
a  good  deliverance  of  the  country  to  be 
rid  of  that  tax.  The  right  hon.  Oenile- 
iDan  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer) 
had  repeated  the  words  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  (Sir  R.  Peel)  in  his  initiatory 
speech,  and  had  said,  that  nations,  like 
individnals,  acted  wisely  in  looking  their 
circnmataDces  boldly  in  the  face,  and  not 
shrinking  to  meet  any  evils.  He  said  lo, 
too.  Bat  the  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman  had 
denied,  that  the  deficiency  was  what  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  London  (Lord 
John  Ruueli)  had  said — a  deficiency  of 
1,500,000/-  only,  which  they  had  to  pro- 
vide for  ;  but  that  the  deficiency  was  one 
which  had  been  accruing  for  five  or  six 
yean  put.  He  agreed  with  the  noble 
Lord  Wat  a  gloomy  view  of  the  state  of 
onr  finances  was  taken  by  Gentlemen  on 
the  HiniBterial  benches,  and  he  could 
■scribe  it  to  nothing  but  to  their  long 
coalinnauce  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the 
Ronae,  and  to  their  looking  through  a 
mist,  which  was  sometimes  hanging  over 
Ihe  Table  which  separated  them  ftom  the 
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Treasury  benches— a  mist  which  had  so 
(uBgnified  the  deficiency  of  the  revenue, 
that  the  impreuion  did  not  leave  them  even 
when  the;  began  to  consult  officially  upon 
it ;  for  he  would  assert,  that  the  defi- 
ciency which  they  now  had  to  deal  with, 
and  at  a  lime,  too,  when  the  financial  slate 
of  the  country  was  in  high  credit,  was 
simply  a  deficiency  oF  2,500,000/.  How, 
in  the  first  instance,  was  this  deficiency 
magnified?  They  had  heard  nothing  of 
the  sources  of  its  magnitude  that  night; 
but  in  swelling  the  amount  of  the  defi- 
ciency,  those  who  sought  to  do  so  intro- 
duced that  mournful  scene  of  discomfiture 
— he  believed  it  would  be  an  isolated 
scene— soon  to  be  redeemed,  he  hoped— 
of  the  British  arms  in  ASghanislan.  Yes, 
there  were  mixed  np  with  our  home  defi* 
ciencies— a  mode  of  representing  the  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  country  which  he 
nsust  protest  against — Ihe  deficiencies  of 
our  Indian  finances.  These  were  not 
elements  to  be  taken  into  account  in  con- 
sidering this  question.  He  had  no  accesa 
to  official  documents,  but  as  one  of  Ihe  unin- 
itiated he  had  had  recourse  to  H  r.  Porter's 
last  book,  and  there  found  that  there  waa 
■  aurplua  of  four  millions  at  the  three  pre- 
sidencies. In  Chine,  it  was  true,  the 
matter  was  nut  yet  settled,  but  coold  any 
man  entertain  a  doubt  as  to  its  ultimate 
settlement  1  Tbe  accounts  of  ihe  revenue 
only  the  day  before  yesterday  showed  a 
floariihing  surplus  of  about  600,0001., 
nearly  400,000/,  of  which  was  ransom 
money  from  Canton.  In  that  quarter  we 
were  sure,  not  only  of  victory,  but  of  com- 
pensation for  our  expenditure.  Notwith- 
standing what  had  been  said  hy  the  Chan- 
celk>r  of  the  Exchequer,  it  was  impossible 
to  convince  those  who  were  acquainted 
with  the  history  of  the  Income-tax  that  it 
was  lo  be  looked  upon  as  anything  but  a 
war-tax ;  but  what  made  it  peculiarly 
unacceptable  was  its  inquisitorial  and 
searching  and  arbitrary  character,  Tbe 
bill  of  1806  conUined  no  fewer  than  SIO 
clauses,  and  with  all  this  the  nation  was  to 
be  egain  irritated  and  torroenied.  He  could 
not  therefore  help  reminding  the  House  of 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  Ponsonby  on  this  sub- 
ject, who  said  in  this  place  that 

*'  The  principle!  of  that  measure  were  in- 
compaiibla  with   the  penonal  liberty  of  the 

It  had  been  brought  forward  at  two 
periods  of  our  history:  in  1798  it  had 
been  proposed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  in  1606 
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by  Lord  HeoryPctty;  but  how  diSarcDt 
wan  the  cireumitancei  of  the  coantry  at 
ihote  periodil  Mr.  Pitt  required  ten 
millioDi  to  ba  raittd  with  u  little  delay  ai 
pouible,  bccauu,  aa  be  aaid, 


in 


"  The  Tarj  asiitence  of  the  eountrj  might 
be  laid  to  depend  upon  the  reiult," 

A  *ip>roui  effort  wai  iben  required, 
■od  for  auch  a  momant  tach  a  tax 
ought  to  be  reaerved.  What  waa  tlie 
financial  Hate  of  the  coonity  in  1798? 
Why,  in  1796,  Mr.  Pilt  had  borrowed 
forty-two  millioDa,  in  1797  he  had  hor- 
riiwed  neaily  at  much,  and  in  1798 
ba  bad  borrowed  fourieea  milliooa  before 
he  aaked  for  the  lax.  The  na*y  at  that 
time  cDit  13,643,0001.,  and  the  army 
8,840,000f.  What  wm  the  financial  slate 
of  tba  country  in  1806?  Why,  on  the 
very  morning,  that  Lord  Henry  Petty 
came  down  to  the  Houie  to  require  the 
Income-lax  to  be  raited  from  6|  to  10 
per  cent.,  lie  had  borrowed  20,000,000/.  of 
money.  The  na*y  at  that  date  coit 
15,381,0001.,  and  the  army  1 8, .5 00. 000/. 
What  waa  the  much  talked  of  de6ciency 
■1  (he  preieot  moment  ?  3,669,000/.  He 
was  awaroj  that  there  ware  other  ilemg 
which  made  it  amount  to  more,  but  that 
increaaed  deficiency  waa  occaaiooed  by 
the  Toluntary  remiaiion  of  dutiei  under 
the  right  him.  Barooal'a  taiiff.  The  lo» 
upoa  eofiee  alone  waa  eaiimaied  ai 
170,000/.,  but  luraly  aometbing  ought  to 
be  allowed  for  the  increaae  io  the  con- 
■umption.  In  three  yeara  after  the  re- 
duction of  the  duty  from  1j.  to  6d.,  it 
produced  an  equal  aum,  at  the  low  duty, 
to  that  which  it  had  produced  at  the  high 
duly;  and  at  thia  moment  the  income 
from  (fail  lonrce  waa  nearly  doubled.  He 
proteaied  moat  atroogly  agaioit  ihrowiog 
away  the  prevent  revenoe  derived  from 
timber.  The  propoaed  remiuion  might 
be  thankfully  received  by  the  conaumer, 
but  it  would  be  highly  injurioua  to  our 
Canadian  potteiaions.  The  right  hoa. 
baronet  bad  aaid,  that  Canada  wai  to  be 
treated  aa  an  integral  part  of  the  empire. 
He  waa  glad  to  hear  it,  for  it  waa  a  point 
for  which  he  had  long  conleoded.  It 
mnii,  nevertheleai,  be  the  coDTiciion  of 
the  preient  Government,  that  Canada 
conld  not  maintain  a  trade  agaioat  the 
Gallic  with  the  propoted  remiaaion  of 
duty  ;  the  Canadian  timber-trade  muit 
8000  be  proftrate,  yet  in  1840  it  had  pro- 
duced 434,698/.,  whila  foreign  timber  had 


yielded  1,036,0002.  True  it  wu,  tku 
the  coniamer  might  eyeatually  be  beaa- 
fitted  ;  but  he  ioaiaied,  that  ia  tbepreaent 
financial  difficultiea  of  the  country,  it  waa 
■  mere  act  of  wantonnen  to  throw  tway 
Biumnowderiredfrom  that  aource,  amount- 
ing to  600,000/.  Ifthcqueation  were  pntta 
ihe  Canadian*  they  would  infinitely  prefcr 
the  prapoiitioa  of  the  late  AdEoiniatration, 
It  leeRied ,  from  the  atatement  of  the  right 
hon.&Bronet,thatlheaumtoberaiaedby  an 
Income-tax  wai  3,700,000/.  {  but,  befora 
be  remarked  further  upon  it,  he  wosld 
mention  that  there  waa  one  highly  oUec* 
lionable  tax  which  he  hoped  the  tigkt 
hon.  Barouet  might  be  induced  to  relio- 
qniih.  Ho  referred  to  the  4i.  per  ton 
upon  coali.  He  did  not  conaider  merely 
the  aum  it  would  produce,  but  the  moat 
injurioua  effect  it  would  have  on  the  ahip* 
ping  intereit.  The  trade  Defer  throve 
until  1834  when  (he  duly  waa  reduced, 
and  by  the  propoted  tax  two-thirda  of  (be 
trade  would  be  extinguiihed.  The  reaaoa 
auigned  by  the  right  boo.  Baronet  wae  % 
very  weak  one,  via,,  that  our  coala  wore  in- 
quired by  foreign  countriea  for  their 
mecufactoriea.  He  leemed  to  forget  that 
foreign  countriea  would  aoon  make  tbam^ 
aelvea  independent  of  ua.  Belgium  wai  • 
coal  country,  and  in  France  they  only 
took  our  coal  becanae  they  could  obtain 
it  cheaper  than  by  working  their  own 
minei.  Not  long  aince  (he  exportation 
was  450.000  tons,  and  now  it  waa 
1,300,000  tons.  He  waa  not  blind  to  tb« 
financial  difficulties  of  the  preient  timet 
and  he  wai  glad  to  see,  that  some  Blarin 
on  the  subject  existed  on  the  other  side  t 
but  after  what  the  right  hen.  Gentleman 
bad  laid  about  provincial  and  amateur 
Cbaocellora  of  toe  Exchequer,  he  waa 
almost  afraid  to  pteicribe.  However,  in 
ipite  of  that,  and  in  ipile  of  what  had 
been  urged  to  the  contrary,  he  wai  satis- 
fied, that  real  property  was,  and  ought  to 
be  a  taxable  commodity.  He  wai  identi- 
fied by  family  intereat  with  the  great  body 
of  landed  proprietors,  but  he  could  not  ba 
deaf  to  the  assertion  out  of  doors,  that  the 
landed  intereit  was  allowed  to  go  acoi-free, 
while  other  classes  much  less  able  to  bear 
it,  were  left  to  luatain  the  great  bulk  of  the 
burden.  If,  indeed,  the  landed  intereat 
had  been  disposed  to  contribute  only  a 
fait  share,  could  a  more  aimple  and  cer- 
tain teal  have  been  applied  to  them,  than 
by  requiring  them  to  put  themielvea  oo  a 
footing,  BB  regarded  legacy  and  probalf^  u 
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mi  to  be  a  Dew  editian  of  it  oo  Monday, 
it  might  be  worth  while  to  make  ■  few 
remarki  upon  the  present  edition  by  way 
of  errata.  The  Gnt  he  would  notice  wai 
ihe  duty  on  apples.  Surely  that  wa*  a 
miiprist ;  or  if  not  a  miaprinl,  the  docu- 
meot  had  been  printed  in  Kent,  Apples 
in  some  parts  of  the  country  were  an  im- 
portant article  of  consumption  among 
the  poor.  Lord  Sydenham  had  re- 
dnced  the  duty  from  4i.  per  hnshel  lo 
■bout  2d.,  and  that  was  the  pretent 
impost;  but  what  was  it  by  the  tariff 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet — he  meant  the 
right  faon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Tam- 
worlh,  not  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Kent.  The  duty  waa  here- 
after to  be  2i.  6d.  per  cwt.,  or  at  the  rate 
of  from  8d.  to  lOd.  per  bnahel.  The  next 
anoiDBtoui  article  was  hops— also  a  Kent- 
ish production,  and  perhaps  another 
Keati^  misprint.  The  duty  bad  been 
8/.  lit.  per  load — a  rery  high  duly,  and, 
to  the  ationiihment  of  every  body,  that 
waa  left  uDtoncbed  in  the  tariff.  Another 
uticle  which  greatly  interested  the  Scotch 
fkrmers  was  linseed  cake,  commonly  called 
oil  cake,  the  daty  upon  which  was  raised 
from  id.  lo  6d.  This,  be  hofed,  was  a 
niifmnl.  [SiriZ.  Pal:  It  was  a  mis- 
take.] He  would  now  touch  upon  the 
•mount  of  Income-tax  required  from 
Scotch  farmers.  A  petition  from  forty 
firmen  in  Berwickshire  and  Roxburgh- 
abire,  paying  a  rental  of  MfiOOt,,  had 
been  laid  upon  the  Table,  and  teemed  to 
produce  some  impretiion  on  the  Ministerial 
side  of  the  House.  In  England,  formerly, 
Ibe  tax  was  taken  upon  three-fourths  of 
the  lent,  and  in  Scotland  upon  half  the 
rent.  The  reason  for  the  difference  was, 
that  in  England  the  rent  was  paid  to  the 
landlord  minus  certain  incumbrances  borne 
by  him,  whereat  in  Scotland  the  tenant 
paid  the  whole.  In  1816,  when  an  attempt 
was  made  to  slop  the  months  of  the  landed 
gentry  by  reducing  the  proportion  from 
three-quarters  lo  one-third,  Mr.  Baring, 
in  his  speech  on  the  Aih  March,  had  said 
that  the  design  of  Oovernment  was  ob- 
TioHS,  viz.  to  relieve  the  landed  interest 
ud  to  throw  the  unjust  burden  upon  the 
rest  of  the  commanity — and  he  added, 
ibftt  "  a  more  dishonest  propoiat  had 
never  been  made  by  any  Minister."  In 
Ihe  preaent  instance,  whatever  might  be 
done  with  the  tenantry  of  England,  he 
hoped  thai  some  relief  would  be  extended 
to  the  tenantry  of  Scotland,  as  the  amount 


fixed  upon  then  was  mneh  too  bigh,  and 
far  above  the  fair  proportion.  He  had 
said  thus  much  on  the  aoppoaition  that 
the  House  knew  the  wont  of  the  case  t 
according  to  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  the  prospect  of  die  couoiry  wia 
ht  from  cheering,  bat  be  did  not  believe 
it  was  anything  like  as  bad  as  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  seen  it  his  interest  to 
represent.  In  his  splendid  peroration 
he  had  talked  of  the  mutiny  at  the  Nore 
of  the  rebellion  in  Ireland,  of  disasters 
abroad,  and  of  the  funds  at  62,  Such 
was  the  case  in  1798 ;  but  was  anything 
like  that  the  case  now?  The  unlucky 
affair  at  Affghanistan  was  likelv  to  be 
isolated  :  we  had  had  no  other  disaaiers 
abroad ;  there  was  no  mutiny  at  the  Nore, 
no  rebellion  in  Ireland,  and  the  funds, 
instead  of  being  down  at  52  were  up  at 
90.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche<{uer 
had  this  night  followed  up  the  same  strain 
as  his  leader  when  it  suited  his  purpose, 
and  bad  Ulked  very  solemnly  of  the  effect 
of  deficiency  upon  the  credit  of  the 
country;  yet,  when  it  suited  his  pnrpoae 
again,  he  called  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  circumstance,  that,  notwithstanding 
the  Income-tax  had  been  proposed,  the 
funds  had  risen  from  89  to  90,  while  Es- 
chequer-biils  were  at  a  premium  of  from 
38t,  to  40t.,  which  absorbed  the  whole 
interest  for  •  year.  What  did  all  tbia 
show,  but  that  money  was  a  drug,  and 
that  the  owners  of  it  were  glad  to  employ 
it  in  any  way  that  promised  a  return, 
however  inadeqaaie.  Where,  then,  was 
Ihe  case  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  which 
called  br  the  imposition  of  the  Income* 
tax,  "  a  weapon  from  the  national  ar- 
moury (as  the  late  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  hsd  justly  obaerved)  which 
ought  lo  be  reserved  only  br  a  state  of 
war."  If  it  could  be  ahown  that  thia 
country  was  at  war,  or  was  threatened 
with  any  thine  like  immediate  war,  there 
was  an  end  of  hts  objection  to  the  Income- 
lax,  but  he  hoped  the  House  would  not 
impose  so  odious  and  objectionable  a  bur- 
den, because  it  wai  needlessly  alarmed  by 
the  pasillantmons  contemplatioo  of  fan- 
cied difficulties. 

Mr.  G.  Palmer  felt  under  great  obli- 
gations to  the  noble  Lord  opposite  for  the 
compliment  paid  to  him  and  other  agri- 
cultural Members  of  that  House^  akhongh 
he  was  sorry  that  he  could  not  aippropriaie 
to  himself  that  part  of  the  ccjmjdiment 
which  had  reference  to  beads  ws  stiff  ea  -.; 
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tfa4  clk]p  he  tilled.  The  DOble  Lord  might 
think  lightly  of  clay  loili,  but  the  more 
ther  caltirUed  such  will  the  more  Tertile 
aocl  the  more  productive  they  would  be- 
come. Ai  to  (be  noble  Lord  himself,  he 
handed  him  over  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Finebnnr,  who  hafing  aaid  that  be  wai 
made  ofsqueeieable  materialt,  bad  squeez- 
ed bim  10  hard  that  there  was  not  a  drop 
of  Eoodneu  left  io  him.  The  charge 
made  agaioat  the  agricuUnral  Meraberi 
laai  night  was,  that  they  had  profeaud 
ODD  tbingon  the  huatinga,aQd  were  voting 
another  in  the  Houie.  He  gare  hia  assent 
to  the  Corn-bill  last  night,  although  he 
olgected  to  the  duty  on  Lent  corn,  and, 
althoQgh  aa  the  right  hon.  Baronet  took 
the  averages  for  the  1  ait  three  years  in- 
alead  of  the  last  fifteen,  be  was  not  satis- 
fied that  the  farmeis  would  not  reqaire 
•ore  protection.  Hii  opinion  was,  also, 
that  the  price  of  wheat  would  be  lowered, 
since  the  price  at  Dantzic  and  other  places 
boat  which  we  obtatoed  com  did  not  ex- 
ceed 25f.  Still  he  was  willing  to  try  the 
bill,  and  he  had  voted  for  it  because  he 
believed  that  the  great  body  of  the  agri- 
enltnriats,  although  they  were  not  quite 
aatiified  with  it,  would  give  it  a  fair  trial 
in  conaeqaence  of  their  confidence  in  the 
r^t  hon.  Baronet  who  bad  proposed  it. 
The  right  boa.  Baronet  bad  slated  hia 
own  conviction  that  under  hia  bill  the 
price  of  wheat  would  range  between  54i. 
and  66r.,  and  if  circumatances  should 
hereafter  prove  that  the  protection  was 
BOt  equal  to  this,  it  would  be  for  the  agri- 
caltOTal  interest  to  apply  again  to  the 
right  hon.  Baronet.  He  waa  sure  that  no 
iodividaal  could  accoae  him  of  inconsis- 
Uncy  in  this  particnlor  instance.  He  came 
now  to  the  great  point  in  question  that 
day— ibe  charge  propoied  to  be  laid  upon 
the  country  in  the  shape  of  an  Income 
t».  He  waa  as  well  aware  of  the  incon- 
Teniencs  attending  it  aa  the  hon,  Gentle- 
toen  opposite:  be  knew  the  inquisitorial 
Bttore  of  the  tax ;  and  he  knew  of  other 
inconrenieDcea,  which  had  not  been  men- 
Ikmed ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  believed 
that  the  credit  of  the  country  must  be 
fflaintuned,  and  that  the  aum  necessary 
for  this  purpose  had  been  much  under- 
nled,  There  waa  not  only  the  de6ciency 
of  ihia  year  and  of  laat  year  to  be  met ; 
but  if  the  credit  of  the  country  was  to  be 
naintaiDed,  the  finance*  must  be  put  on 
the  tame  footing  aa  they  were  eight  or  ten 
TMnigo.  UflbeliflvedthMiflO,000,OCKI/. 
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extra  were  put  into  the  Exchequer  ihia 
year,  it  would  not  be  more  than  sufficient. 
Less  would  not  do,  and  he  did  not  think 
ttiat  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  deny  that  statement.  They  must, 
therefore,  submit  to  the  tax  with  a  good 
will,  and  it  was  not  for  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  to  object  to  raising  such  a  sum 
to  msintein  the  credit  of  the  couutry 
which  they  had  impaired.  The  sum  waa 
required  because  public  afikirs  had  been 
attended  with  the  most  melancholy  results. 
In  our  eastern  poiseaiiona  many  people 
were  suffering,  we  had  an  army  advanc- 
ing to  their  relief,  the  difficulties  to  be 
contended  with  were  great,  and  the  army 
must  be  supported.  On  another  point  of 
Eaatem  policy,  hon,  Gentlemen  opposite 
bad  applied  to,  and  obtained  the  advice 
of  some  merchants  in  the  city,  who  had 
told  them  exactly  how  many  ships  and 
men  it  was  necessary  to  send  to  tubdue  a 
itcy  of  which  they  knew  nothing.  Still 
there  must  be  an  outlay.  He  felt,  there- 
fore, that  every  ahilling  that  could  possibly 
be  raised  by  an  Income-tax  was  necessary 
to  replenish  the  Exchequer,  As  to  the 
tariff,  a  new  edition  of  which  would  be 
ready  he  understood  on  Monday,  he  must 
say  that  it  was  a  tariff  to  which  he  never 
wonid  give  bis  consent.  His  principles 
upon  the  subject  were  aa  well  known  to 
the  right  hou.  Baronet  as  to  btmaelf;  he 
never  would  give  bis  consent  to  anything 
bordering  on  the  free-trade  principle.  He 
woold  never  consent  to  an  Income-tax 
wrung  from  the  people  for  the  purpose  of 
speculating  in  free-trade.  As  to  taking 
off  the  duty  from  coffee  and  timber,  large 
sums  would  be  aacrificed  to  ihii  country. 
The  Income-tax  waa  to  last  only  for  three 
years,  but  the  taxes  taken  off  were  per- 
manent. How  did  they  propoae  to  supply 
the  deficiency  ?  He  might  be  told  that  the 
gross  produce  of  the  tax  would  be  increas- 
ed by  a  reduction  in  the  duty ;  so  they 
were  told  when  they  took  off  the  postage 
duty,  but  what  had  been  the  result  ?  He 
recommended  the  ri|;bt  hon.  Baronet  to 
get  the  tax  into  the  Exchequer  as  aoon  as 
possible,  aud  then  coniider  how  to  apply . 
it.  He  would  like  to  ask  the  manufac- 
turers, who  were  exceedingly  violentupon 
other  points,  why  they  held  their  tongu* 
upon  the  tariff?  Because  protection  was 
given  to  them  to  the  same  extent  as  be- 
fore. The  protection  given  to  the  cotton 
trade  was  34  per  cent.,  and  yet  those  gen- 
tlemen ware  crying  out  for  doing  afra^r 
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with  pratMtion  to  agricnlture.  There 
ware  to  manj  iacDogruitiu  in  the  tarifT, 
thkt  it  could  not  b«  made  od  inj  principle. 
Tbere  ought  to  be  some  priociple  declareH 
which  vould  rule  rrotn  one  end  to  the 
other.  He  had  alweyi  bees  t  friend  to 
protection,  but  let  it  be  equal ;  and  i(  the 
light  hoD.  Baronet  would  only  propoae  an 
equal  protection,  be  might  hold  hit  pre- 
aent  lituation  aa  long  ai  hla  health  would 
allow  him. 

Sir  W.  SomarviUa  taid,  that  af^er  the 
langthened  argumenU  which    had   talcen 

Clace  on  thii  eubject,  ha  did  not  euppoie 
e  could  throw  any  additional  light  upon 
the  queation,  but  at  the  repr<Hntati«ei  of 
Ireland  stood  upon  peculiar  groundi,  he 
could  not  eonieut  to  give  ■  ailent  vote 
that  night.  If  he  regaraed  the  matter  in 
a  partial  or  interetled  view,  he  would  cer- 
tainly give  hia  vole  for  bringing  up  the 
reporl.  He  returned  hia  thanki  to  the 
right  hoR.  Baronet  for  exempting  Ireland 
from  the  operation  of  the  (ex.  It  waa 
tme,  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  bed 
given  Bi  a  reawn  for  ihii  eicaption  in 
Akvour  of  Ireland,  that  be  had  not  found 
the  maehinary  at  hand  in  that  country  by 
whieb  thii  tea  might  be  applied  ;  but  ilill 
he  believed,  that  he  waa  guided  fay  an 
anxiona  deaire  to  treat  that  country  in  a 
moderate  and  forbearing  apirit,  but  be 
(bought,  that  ha  might  have  found  aome 
Diber  means  of  accounting  for  hia  induce- 
ment to  apare  the  impoaition  of  ihia  tax 
on  (bat  country  than  that  which  be  had 

!;ivea.  They  all  knew,  that  wrtbin  (be 
eat  three  yeara  a  property-tax  had  been 
in  point  of  faot  impoied  in  Ireland  in  the 
shape  of  Poor-rates.  He  did  not  oomplein 
of  the  impoaition  of  those  ratea,  although 
it  asiumwl  the  character  whicb  be  had 
aacribcd  to  it,  and  every  man  who  had 
witnaased  (he  misetif  of  the  lower  orders 
in  Ireland  mast  be  most  anxious  for  the 
aneoeH  of  the  experiment  tried  in  connec- 
tion with  them,  and  that  no  impediment 
should  be  thrown  in  its  way.  He  felt 
grateful  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  also, 
Air  bis  having  deprived  the  absentees  of 
Ireland  from  any  exemption  from  thista 
he  was  glad  that  this  Ux  would  affect  the 
Irish  absentees,  but  hs  was  only  afraid, 
that  he  could  not  catch  hold  of  them,  as 
be  wished  ho  might,  for  he  considered 
them  a  most  unprofitable  portion  of  her 
Majesty's  subjects.  But  notwithilandiug 
tht  gretiiude  whicb  he  had  expressed  for 
^ba  farour  shown  to  Ireland,  be  thought, 


that  be  waa  bound  to  consider  thia  tax, 
the  light  in  which  as  an  Irish  repre- 
sentative he  might  be  disposed  to  look  at 
it,  but  as  a  representative  of  the  intereata 
of  England  and  Scotland  also.  He  was 
bound  to  consider  it  with  reference  to  all 
classes— not  with  reference  to  Irish  in- 
terests alone,  but  to  the  interests  of  Eng- 
land, Ireland,  and  Scotland,  and  in  thia 
point  of  view  he  regretted,  that  ha  could 
not  give  his  conacieotious  support  to  the 
measure  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  He 
i:ould  not  bring  himself  to  consent  to  tht 
imposition  of  this  tax,  unless  the  sternest 
necessity  demanded  it,  and  thia  on  acootint 
of  its  inquiaitoiial  character.  He  had 
heard  no  argument  so  aatisfactory  to  hits 
as  to  induce  him  (o  change  this  opinioa. 
Hs  had  heard  the  speech  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Bath  (Mr.  Roebuck) 
the  other  evening,  and  he  had  heard  that 
hon.  Member  say,  that  such  feelings  as 
those  of  individuals  who  did  not  wish  to 
have  their  affairs  overhauled,  and  their 
aecret  trenuctions  inquired  into,  ought 
not  to  be  attended  to — that  they  wera 
not  worthy  of  con  side  rstlen.  As  an  «b> 
street  opinion  thai  might  be  a  true  oat, 
but  he  thought  that  the  House  eonid  not 
hope  to  legislate  upon  abstract  viewe.  They 
must  legislate  for  human  nature  as  (key 
found  it,  and  he  deBed  any  man  to  ear 
that  tfaara  was  not  out  of  doora  a  generW, 
not  to  aay  an  univeraal,  feeling  prevaloM 
againat  the  inquisitorial  nature  of  this  tax. 
He  must  moreover  say,  tbat  he  did  not 
think  that  there  wes  any  necessity  for  the 
imposition  of  the  tax.  If  bethought,  that 
the  period  had  arrived  when  iu  imposition 
was  imperatively  called  for,  ha  might  hav« 
been  disposed  to  overlook  its  inquisitoriat 
machinery ;  but  when  be  hoard  iha  hon. 
Gentleman  below  him,  the  Membera  of 
the  late  Oovernracnt  taantad  with  hmt^ 
the  ueana  of  handing  over  a  deBcieocy  (o 
the  right  bon.  Baronet  oppoeite,  ka  wta 
bound  to  inquire  how  that  deficiency  wis 
created.  Was  il  br  a  reckless  expendi> 
ture  ?  Was  it  by  the  imposition  ot  new 
taxes  T  Not  at  all.  It  was  ceeatad  hf 
the  too  great  readineasof  those  hon.  Om. 
tiemen  to  relieve  ^  country  from  taxation. 
That  might  have  been  a  fault,  but  it  siai 
at  all  events  on  (he  rwfat  side,  and  tin 
very  proof  which  was  o«red  to  him  (rf  tke 
roeana  by  which  this  deficiency  aroae,  wta 
at  the  same  lime  a  proof  that  a  plan  might 
be  resorted  to,  to  make  up  tho  uistii^ 
deficiency,  witboat  having rooouree  t«  tbii:: 
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to  fixteaun  ia  its  conuquflnCM  tad  iU 
operationB  aa  tbe  present,  m  oppontiro  to 
which  argumeDts  or  equal  weigbt  might 
Dot  bf!  raised.  He  believed,  that  the  right 
boa.  Barooet  (Sir  Robert  Peel)  bad  come 
forward  boldly  to  meet  the  eril  vhkh  ex- 
isted. In  his  statement  there  had  been  no 
resnrre,  bat  every  viev  of  the  csm  ha4 
been  ^rl;  placed  before  the  Houie;  and, 
whatever  his  conduct  might  be  with  regard 
to  tba  tariff,  when  it  ouae  on  for  di«cn»> 
sitw,  tjpon  this  question,  at  all  events,  b« 
should  nave  hit  support.  "  Sufficient  for 
the  day  is  the  evil  thereof."  He  should, 
therefore,  give  do  opiuion  upon  the  que*- 
turn  of  the  tariff,  but  he  believed,  that  this 
was  the  onljr  tax  which  would  redeein  th« 
credit  of  this  oountrj. 

Mr.  SMeii:  If  for  the  suatainmeut  of 
the  honour  and  the  intereett  of  England 
an  Income-tax  were  required.  I  make  no 
doubt,  that  the  people  of  this  country 
would  at  once  submit  to  it,  and  follow 
with  promptitude,  the  example  which  our 
gracious  Sovereign  has  aponttneously  and 
magainimously  given;  but  of  thisgeneroui 
example,  the  Minister  should  be  slow  tu 
take  advantage,  and  should  avoid  with 
peculiar  oere,  any  exaggerated  dcecriptloa 
of  the  perils  or  ef  the  embafrasementt  t^ 
the  country,  in  order  to  produce  an  tcqui* 
esoence  in  a  tax  of  all  others,  the  most 
convenient  to  lbs  Minister,  but  the  most 
hansung  and  vexatious  to  ihe  people. 
Does  the  cooditioo  of  England,  does  the 
stale  of  her  finances,  do  existing  difficul- 
ties, do  impending  perils,  make  tba  impo- 
lition  of  a  tax  so  odious,  metier  of  inei'it- 
able  need?  That  ousation  vill  be  put 
ere  many  mentht  anall  have  pataed,  by 
that  portion  of  the  community,  in  which 
political  power  is  deposited,  and  upon  the 
anawer  to  that  queetion,  the  stability  of 
the  Government  will  depend,  when  the 
merits  of  the  Minister  snail  be  tried  by 
smoe  better  test  than  the  acclamatioua  of 
heated  pariiaaos,  and  shall  be  (ieiermined 
by  the  results  to  which  hii  legislation  will 
condoct  us.  The  right  hon.  fiaronel  has 
little  to  apprehend  during  the  passage  of 
his  bill  through  the  Parliament.  He  told 
us  that  he  was  ready  to  lake  the  course 
which  he  had  adopted  in  1835.  But  I 
cannot  help  IhiokiDg  that  his  magnanimity 
is  miaplaced ;  his  public  virtue  will  not  be 
put  to  a  trial  so  severe.  Althingh  it  may 
seem  paradoxical  to  say  so,  his  difficultiee 
will  be  the  result  of  his  success,  and  his 
will  be  one  of  those  victories,  which  it  rt> 
quires  lets  ability  to  win  than  to  folloT  up. 


tax.  Now  one  word  on  the  proposed 
larif.  Another  opportunily  would  be 
afforded  him  of  going  fully  into  that  ques- 
tion, if  he  should  be  disposed  to  do  so, 
and  Ibererore  he  would  not  now  enter  into 
it;  but  so  far  as  he  knew  et  present, 
eerring  to  himself  the  right  of  coosideriog 
each  item  separately  on  a  future  occasion, 
he  would,  ir  the  rieht  hon.  Baronet  would 
take  him  as  a  lubatilute  for  thehon.  Member 
for  Kisex,  luppuri  the  right  boo.  Baronet  in 
coniidering  the  intereili  ot  the  consumer. 
He  bad  already  expressed  hit  regret,  (hat 
he  conid  not  support  ihit  measure  of  the 
r^t  hop.  Baronet,  and  his  gratitude  at 
IM  exemption  of  Ireland  from  its  opera- 
tion. That  exemption,  however,  (brew 
npoo  him  a  double  responsibiliiy  wiih  re- 

Sard  to  his  conduct  on  this  occasion,  and 
e  felt  that  he  should  be  acting  a  selGth 
tod  ungenerous  part  towards  England  and 
Scotland,  if  he  did  not  give  hit  aid  lo 
tbem  against  this  tsx.  He  should  there- 
fore vote  io  favour  of  the  motion  of  the 
noble  Lord,  the  Member  for  London. 

Captain  Hamiltm  disagreed  with  the 
ko&  MTonet,  who  bad  last  spoken  with 
ngud  to  the  nature  of  the  measures  pro- 
poaed  hy  the  Ute  Government  He  could 
not  deeca  them  to  be  by  any  means  of  so 
exorilant  a  natun  aa  he  teemed  disposed 
t»  think,  bat  tbeit  apparaot  object  and 
tHiet  had  been  merely  to  palliate  the  ex- 
ittisg  difficoltiea— to  pottpooe  the  evil 
dty,  uatil  at  length  the  proposition  of  the 
zight  hoD.  Baronet  bad  bet^jme  requisite. 
It  bad  been  argued,  that  the  adoption  of 
thtt  propoeition  would  hold  out  to  foreign 
Cpnntriea  the  view,  that  England  was 
driven  to  her  last  resource,  that  she  was 
compelled  to  retort  to  a  tax  which,  except 
iwdcr  tome  extraordinary  pressure,  was 
juttifitUe  only  in  tine  of  war.  He  con- 
fiesaed,  that  for  his  own  part  he  could  sub- 
trribe  to  do  such  opinion,  for  he  believed, 
that  the  hold  meaaore  pmpoaed  by  the 
right  hoa.  Baronet  would  only  tend  to 
epavince  the  world  in  general  of  the  great 
Vialth  and  resources  which  this  country 
potteteed.  But  ^plfiog  himself  to  the 
100onie>tax.  at  it  was  now  proposed,  and 
let*iiig  to  fiittue  consideration  the  ques- 
tiw  <u  the  tariff  aa  proposed  by  the  right 
hoD.  Baronet,  he  mutt  express  his  inten- 
tion to  vote  in  favour  of  that  tax.  Various 
oljjfctions  bad  been  suggeited  Iq  that  tax, 
apnM  of  which,  uodoubtedly,  bad  tome  sp- 
pu-ent  ground  to  rest  upon ;  but  he  be- 
fiered)  tut  do  neuure  could  be  proposed, 
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Wheo  the  Income-Ux  Bhill  hate  been  ia 
actual  operation,  trheo  a  theoiy  id  the 
pRjliament  shall  hare  become  a  burdeo 
iipdDthepeop]ewheD,8cheduleD  shall  hare 
been  made  fearfully  iotelligible,  when  this 
tax  shall  hare  been  charmtf  to  use  a  phrase 
&miliar  in  debates  on  the  Irish  Registra- 
tioD  Bill)  upon  the  "beneficial  interest" 
which  a  man  has  in  all  his  earnings,  and 
no  allovance  shall  hare  beeo  made  as 
against  this  impost,  for  food,  for  fire,  for 
raiment,  for  the  roof  orer  an  EogUsfa 
tradesman's  head,— when  the  priracy  of 
■0  many  Engiishmen  shall  hare  been  in- 
Taded  bv  the  inquisitors,  vho  are  to  be 
attached  to  vour  new  fiscal  tribunal,  when 
a  scrutiny  shall  hare  been  instituted  into 
the  affairs  of  erery  man,  when  your  cora- 
misiionen,  originsl,  additional  or  special, 
shall  conjecture  to  hare  gained  150/.  in  a 
aiogle  year,  when  all  the  pain  and  all  the 
humiliatioa  incidental  to  this  tax  shall 
have  been  felt,  then,  I  feel  persuaded  that 
the  people  of  this  country  will  inquire 
whether  this  tax  would  not  have  been 
aroided,  or  whether  the  right  bon.  Baro- 
net did  not  take  adrantage  of  a  majority, 
hot  from  the  struggle  of  a  recent  election , 
to  infiict  a  tax,  for  which  neither  Uie  pre- 
sent condition,  nor  the  future  prospects  of 
England,  afibrded  a  justification.  I  have 
litt^  doubt,  that  the  people  of  England 
will  think  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was 
mistaken  in  bis  riew  of  the  public  embar- 
rataments,  that  he  orer  rated  the  exigeo- 
des  of  ihe  hour,  and  that  for  the  impooi- 
tioD  of  a  tax  so  unjust,  so  inquisitorial  and 
•0  immoral,  be  should  have  forfeited  the 
i  of  the  country.     It  is  alleged 
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by  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  that  an  Income 
lax  is  indiqwnmble  for  the  purpoee  of  re- 
pairing a  two-fold  deficiency — that  which 
already  exists,  and  that  which  a  great 
commercial  experiment  will  inrolre.  To 
create  an  additional  deficiency  in  order  to 
repair  it  by  an  locDme-tax,  to  infiict  a  new 
wound  in  order  to  apply  a  ferourite  cure, 
is  more  than  tentattre,  and  if  my  right 
hon.  Friend,  the  late  Chancellor  of  the 
Eicheqaer,  had  made  a  prapojition  like 
this,  he  would  hare  been  regarded  as  an 
empiric  of  the  moat  adrenturoos  kind. 
But  it  is  the  cood  fortune  of  the  right 
bon.  Baronet,  that  his  supporters  enter- 
tain in  his  regard  that  sort  of  confidence, 
which  Waller  has  happily  described  in 
bis  celebrated  address  to  a  great  projec- 
tor:— 

"  Still  as  you  rise,  the  state  exalted  too, 
Fnli  no  disorder,  when  'tis  chsnied  by  you," 


is  great 
:rificing 


I  am  one  of  those,  however,  who  do  not 
think  that  the  experiment  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  is  of  such  value,  that  fer  the 
sake  of  indulging  him  in  it,  the  country 
should  submit  to  the  calamitr  of  an  in- 
come-taa.  The  tarifi*,  fay  which  the  defictew^ 
of  1,200,000/.  is  to  be  at  onoe  createa, 
is  not  such  a  masterpiece,  as  to  induce 
us  to  acquiesce  in  such  an  impoMtioa, 
as  he  declares  to  be  necesaanr  for  his  g 
undertaking.  He  begins  by  sacrific 
600,000/.  of  the  timber  dutiea.  Why 
should  he  abolish  the  duties  on  Canadian 
timber  P  Sir  Henry  Farnell,  whose  au^ 
thority  he  quotes,  and  for  whom  be  enter- 
tains great  respect,  ever  since  his  cele- 
brated motion  on  the  Ciril-list  in  1630, 
does  not  suggest  that  the  duties  on  Cana- 
dian  timber  should  be  gtren  up.  Mr. 
M'Gregor,  the  SecreUry  to  the  Board  of 
Trade.aman  of  great  talent,knowledge,  and 
experience,  whose  eridence  was  ao  important 
before  the  Import  Duty  committee;  who 
resided  a  considerable  time  in  Canada,  and 


wlio  has  written  a  raluable  work  on  the 
subject,  does  not  recommend  that  the  duty 
on  Canadian  timber  should  be  wholly  re- 
linquished, but  that  it  should  be  reduced 
from  lOf-  to  7«.  6d,  It  ia  known  to  erery 
body,  that  there  is  a  species  of  Canadian 
timber,  which  we  cannot  dispeoie  with, 
yellow  pine  for  example,  which  is  en- 
ployed  for  a  rariety  of  purposes,  to  which 
Baltic  timber  is  not  applicable.  It  most 
come  bto  this  country,  and  to  relinquish 
the  rerenue  that  would  be  derived  from 
it,  is  a  moat  imprudent  proceeding.  The 
course  adopted  with  regard  to  the  sugar 
duties  is  most  censurable.  When  the 
enormous  sum  of  20,000,0001.  was  given 
to  the  West-India  planters,  there  was  no 
stipulation  that  their  raoncmi)^  should  be 

f reserved,  accordi^ly  the  unties  on  Ea8t> 
odia  and  West-India  sugar  were  aoini 
after  equalised.  The  duties  on  Eaat-India 
and  West-India  rum  were  recently  placed 
on  a  level.  The  present  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  the  champion  of  the  Weet 
India  interest,  expostulated  in  vain.  His 
eloquence  appears  to  be  more  iofiuential  in 
the  CalHDet,  than  it  was  lut  year  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  As  Ions  as  there 
existed  an  inequality  of  dutyinEas^Iudta 
and  West-India  produce,  the  East  and 
West  Indians  were  strong  antagonists ; 
but  the  duties  haring  been  equalised,  they 
formed  a  junction  in  favour  of  monopoly; 
the  Gorerntnent  here  entered  into  tbor 
views,  and  hare  consulted  their  intetwti 
at  the  expeOH  of  the  whole  Britiah  oooi*  :c 
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■anitj.  Tho  Import  Dutiu  committee 
tatertd  into  a  very  minute  aod  moat  im- 
portaot  coDudeniion  of  tbe  effects  that 
woald  follow  from  a  reduction  of  the  dulies 
«a  fcralgn  sugar.  Thoee  duties  are  enor- 
BKKU ;  tbe;  amount  to  the  sum  of 
per  cwt.,  while  the  duty  on  colonial  sugar 
U  oalj  24t.  It  was  proved  before  the 
Imprnt  Duty  committee,  by  witnesses, 
vkoee  jadgment  Is  unimpeacnable,  that  as 
tbe  reduction,  of  the  duty  on  coffee  pro- 
duced a  great  increase  of  consumption  and 
of  terenue,  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on 
■upr  would  have  the  same  effect,  that  to 
cbeapeo  one  of  tbe  neceatartesof  life  would 
be  ol  eaaentia]  utility  to  tbe  humbler 
cliwci,  that  sugar  would  be  employed 
nrioos  mys  iu  which  on  account  of  its 
cost,  it  is  now  used  ;  that  our  commercial 
relations  with  the  Braails  would  be  most 
adrantageously  extended  and  confirmed. 
aod  that  the  demand  for  our  manuhctures 
would  be  considerably  increased,  and  that 
an  impulse  would  be  given  to  the  operative 
indnsCry  of  tbe  country.  Mr.  M'Gregor 
stated,  that  the  revenue  mi^t  be  increased 
by  ao  large  a  sum  as  3,000,0001.,  by  a 
judidouB  alteration  of  the  sugar  duties. 
To  that  alteration  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
prefers  an  Income-tax,  and  among  other 
olriectioDS  to  a  change  in  the  sugar  duties, 
interns  ns,  that  be  does  not  desire  to  give 
an  impulse  to  slave  labour.  Yet,  by  a 
strange  coDtradiclioo,  he  reduces  th«  duty 
on  foreign  ooSm,  the  produce  of  slave 
labour,  end  be  permits  Brazilian  and  Cubs 
sugar  to  be  refilled  in  England,  and  to  be 
expmted  for  consumption  in  thoee  very  colo- 
nies in  which  ilarery  bos  been  suppressed. 
His  tariff  is  in  these  particulan  most  es- 
MDtiallr  imperfect.  In  the  case  of  such  a 
tariff,  tke  evils  of  an  Income-tax  ought  not 
to  be  inflicted,  and  if  any  substantial 
anniment  can  be  adduced  in  favonr  of  so 
t&a»  a  measure,  it  is  in  tbe  existing 
deficiency  (hat  we  must  endeavour  to  dis- 
cover it.  That  a  deficiennr  exists  must 
be  admitted  and  de|dored,  bat  thoae  who 
are  diepoeed  to  pmnounce  an  unmeasured 
cenmre  upon  the  Whig  Government,  as 
the  occasion  of  that  deficiency,  ought  to 
bear  in  mind,  that  fnnn  1830  to  1836,  the 
Whigs  reduced  taxes  to  the  amount  of 
6,000,000/.,  and  that  notwithstanding 
Aat  great  mdncium,  there  was  a  surplus 
of  revenue  in  that  time  of  Upwards  of 
6,000,00011,  so  that  no  actual  augmenta- 
tion of  the  national  debt  baa  taken  place 
tmder  the  Whig  Ministry.  It  was  tma- 
gb^  that  the  XoriM  bad  redoced  the 
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taxes  to  such  an  extent,  before  the  acoea- 
Bion  of  the  Whigs,  that  no  opportunity 
would  be  affiDrded  to  their  successors  of 
diminishing  the  public  burdens.  I  am 
very  far  from  denying  that  the  Tories 
deserve  great  praise  for  having,  indepen- 
dently of  the  Income-tax,  abohshed  seven- 
teen or  eighteen  millions  of  other  taxe^ 
but  it  seems  extraordinary  that  when  bis 
predecessors  began  by  repealing  the  In- 
come-tax, and  then  proceeded  to  remit 
other  taxes  to  a  vast  amount,  tbe  right 
hon.  Baronet  should  invert  the  order  of 
proceeding,  and  as  if  the  Income-tax  were 
of  all  taxes  the  least  onerous,  the  most 
popular  and  tbe  roost  just,  he  should  make 
it  the  object  of  predilection,  and  select  it 
as  the  bsflis  of  hu  whole  system  of  finance. 
What  is  the  history  of  this  Inoomo-tax, 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  prefers  to 
every  other  impost  7  It  was  proposed  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  in  whose  gigantic  footsteps  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  so  far  as  taxation  is 
concerned,  seems  disposed  to  tread,  in  the 
midst  of  a  great  emergency.  The  rights, 
liberties,  institutions  of  England.— the  ex- 
istence, the  life  of  England,  wen  at  stake. 
But  Mr.  Pitt  did  not,  in  enforcing  the 
necessity  of  having  recourse  to  an  Income- 
tax,  deliver  a  spMch  so  elaborate  as  the 
right  hon.  GenUeman  to  the  patriotism  of 
Englishmen,  he  did  not  address  any  en- 
thusiastic adjunction.  No  wonder  the 
funds  at  fifty-two,  the  mutiny  at  the  Nore, 
a  rebellion  in  Ireland,  disaster  abroad, 
treason  at  home,  the  armies  of  the  French 
rapublic  every  where  victorious,— these 
topics  did  not  require  sny  eloquence  to 
set  them  off.  Accordioglv  the  Income- 
tax  was  adopted  in  1798  without  a  disun- 
tient  voice,  but  four  years  after,  so  soon  as 
the  peace  of  Amiens  had  been  concluded, 
Mr.  Addington  went  down  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  declared  that,  as  tba 
Income-tax  was  a  war  tax,  and  ought  to 
be  reserved  for  the  greatest  emei^encies,  it 
gave  him  the  utmost  satisbction  to  be 
able  to  announce  that  it  should  be  forth- 
with repealed.  But  Sir  Francis  Burdett 
was  not  contented  with  this  intimationt 
for  on  the  13th  of  April,  in  tbe  same  year, 
he  said,  that  he  was  not  satisfied  that  tiiat 
tax  should  merely  be  repealed,  but  that 
some  declaradon  should  be  placed  on  the 
records  of  Parliament  with  respect  to  it, 
that  should  ever  afterwards  stigmatise  it 
as  an  infamous  meastire.  The  wm.  BarO' 
net  added. 

The  Income-tax  has  created  an  inqniii- 
torial  powei  of  the  mutt  partial,  oSbasive,  afiigitized  by 
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mtl  aUnK.  The  whole  iranwetioni  of  e  life 
mav  be  inqvind  into,  family  affiura  laid  open, 
aiM  an  EoglUhmaB,  like  a  culprit,  lunaioned 
U  Blteod  conmiaeioDen,  compelled  to  wait 
like  a  lacquey  in  their  acte^hamber  from  day 
to  dav  until  thev  are  ready  to  inititute  (heir 
inquUitioD  into  his  property;  put  to  his  oath, 
after  all  perhapi  diabelieved,  iurcliarged,  and 
artgmatiied  ai  peijured,  without  aoy  redrew 
from  OP  appeal  to  a  jury  of  hii  ceunUy.  And 
it  ii  worth  Nnarkiag,  iso,  (hat  a  little  bcbrt 
the  intioductioB  of  tliii  wnpriMipled  MitMns 
of  phiDdar,  th«  law  of  perjury  wai  altered,  ni 
the  piiniihmenl  made  irantportalioD  to  Botany 
Bay.  L^ir,  the  repeal  of  tbii  tax  it  not  a  tuffi- 
rient  remedy  for  iti  infamy ;  ita  principle  muit 
be  stigmatised  and  branded." 

I  do  not  quota  HoM  itnguan  bacaiue  I 
attadi  mj  putignlv  nluo  to  tne  opinlona 
of  tbo  bop.  B«roBet,  but  bocftuee  thit 
hogUKgo  U  expreMive  of  the  public  leoU-. 
moat  is  1803,  of  which  at  tatt  time  the 
hoR.  BtroMt  wu  a  Tiudicator.  HotUliti«« 
^ving  beoa  n-Gominenc«d,  it  beouio  do- 
Qumy  to  rwort  agun  to  thia  calamitoui 
iBipoM>  Disagter  followed  upon  diautar, 
ud  in  1806.  wheo  in  the  battle  of  Auiter- 
lits  Auttru  bad  beeu  itruck  down,  wheo 
Prama  and  Ruwia  had  been  bumbled  to 
die  dojt.  when  to  tho  prognes  of  the  great 
WaqueruE  no  obftacio  Mtmed  to  be  inter, 
poied— Jot  the  condition  of  England  >ii 
1806  and  in  1842  be  comparod— it  became 
ttoocraary  to  exact  tho  Income-tax  with 
itiU  giMtar  rigour,  ud  that  macbinerf 
wu  framed  whiofa  the  right  hon.  Banoet 
bis  leloGted  a*  hia  model.  The  right  boa. 
BuMiat  bm  adnrted  to  wmo  of  thejprovi- 
«one  in  tbo  bill  introduotd  by  Lord  Henry 
Pettr,  but  be  omitted  anv  reference  to  the 
ooocluding,  and,  in  my  minil,  concluaiTo 
dauae;— 

«  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  that  thii  act 
ahell  cocamenea  and  take  efed  from  and  after 
the  £th  day  of  April,  IBOS,  and,  locether  with 
the  deliae  tbarain  cootainod,  eball  coatinue  iit 
fcret  dunDK  the  precent  war,  and  until  tbe 
4tb  day  of  April  next  after  the  ratification  of  a 
dcBniUve  Irealj  of  peace,  and  no  longer," 

DsHng  tan  yore  England  had  ami^o 
■apaifaaoe  of  tbe  fcaifhl  efila  of  thia  meet 
obtKndoiia  impoat*— of  tboae  avik  tbe  right 
boo.  Baionat  apoke  aomowhal  li^itly  j  and 
■Dch  kngnage  vna  employod  in  romenoe 
to  thia  tax,  ttiat  it  aeems  mffidentiy  dear 
that  if  eaoe  thn  hliattr  ia  applied  it  will 
heoMM  peraetual,  and  the  mora  it  drawa 
tba  man  deaaly  it  will  adbw*.  We  ban 
been  told  that  there  ii  no  tax,  indeed, 
vbicb  ia  not  attended  with  inconrenienoe ; 
Ibnt  00  £hi  bud  no  nawHiably  olyoct 
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to  a  diecloiure  of  hie  oiicumitaneee, 
and  that  the  people  of  thie  (XHintry 
are  too  moral  to  yield  to  the  peroidoue 
induencea  with  which  it  ig  auppoeed  that 
an  inaMue-tax  will  be  attended.  With 
snch  ihowy  platiaibilitin  is  the  medica- 
ment, the  bitter  medicameHt.  gilded  by  the 
adroit  experimental iat  by  whom  it  ii  eomt- 
pounded.  Tbe  impreniona  connected  with 
the  Inoome-Ux  are  not  so  liM  aa  they 
wero  twenty-ats  years  ago;  hut  there 
remains  on  reoord,  and  set  forth  in  the 
history  of  Pariiament,  suffldoat  ondeoca 
to  prore  with  what  feeiinga  of  deep  loatb- 
ing  tbe  fnoome-taz  was  twgaided  by  tbe 
gnat  man  of  the  English  pei^Ie.  Is  it 
mare  iraa^nation  to  suggaat  tbat  tbia  tax 
is  ni^uat,  inqnisitorial.  and  imnoni  f  Did 
it  not,  while  in  opvation,  toera  wiUi  evil  i 
Was  it  ttot  fortile  of  falsehood  and  of  fraud  ? 
Wat  not  the  scrutiny  which  ia  inseparable 
from  it  an  object  of  exeoatitm,  and  Urougb 
the  length  ud  breadth  of  all  the  land  wia 
not  a  cry  ralaed  for  ita  repeal,  as  if  it  were 
one  of  the  greatest  calamities  whicli  could 
be  inflicted  on  tbe  country  t  Are  tbe 
statemeBta  set  forth  in  the  resaarkabU 
petition  (rf  the  bankers,  nwrchanta,  and 
trader*  of  London,  ia  1818,  agninat  thia 
tax  mere  inventioa^  That  petition  was 
pieaeated  by  Sir  William  Curtis,  a  nan 
devoted  to  tbe  Tory  party,  but  who  d^ 
aounced  the  Inoosae-tax,  ud  said  that  it 
waa  a  moastroua  bieaoh  of  &ith  to  oeo* 
tinne  it  after  tbe  war  had  ceased.  Sir 
James  Shaw  atatod  tbat  be  bad  attended 
tbe  Diecting,  at  which  23,000  of  tbe  dti- 
aena  (tf  London  had  asaambled)  and  tbat 
tbe  iiHiom^taK  had  been  uuuimously  r^ 
probated.  Ur.  Baring  the  greatest  mer- 
diant  in  tbe  gieateet  mereantile  ooontn 
in  the  wurld  (you  hare  latdy  given  ew 
(ienoe  of  your  lella&ce  oo  hia  judgment 
and  bis  sagadty),  ooncurrcd  in  the  un- 
qualified cmdemnation  of  the  Iocom»-tax. 
Mr.  WilbsHbrae.  who  had  tbe  morale  ef 
England  so  nudi  at  heart,  pvonounoed  a 
strong  eramie  on  thia  baneftil  imposL  But 
in  nadjng  the  spesohca  ddinred  in  1616> 
i^nst  the  income-taz,  1  waa  sot  stmck 
hy  uy  one  of  them  mom  than  fay  that  of 
a  man  well  acquainted  with  tbo  intemsl* 
of  all  cimrs  u  EogUsbmcn,  aad  to  whona 
the  ri^t  boo.  Bwooet  must  look  badi 
with  a  feeling  of  aftctioaate  vaneration-n 
I  allude  to  the  lata  Sir  Robert  PeeL  H* 
said  that  it  waa  utterly  abeurd  to  inugtDo 
that  the  lDcaoM.tnx  which  proaasd  upoa 
tbe  middle  olassea  did  not  aSxt  tb«  hum- 
Uut  claNMoftbflcomnuuiity,  and  be  added 
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quent,  but  ao  highly  coloured,  of  the  <tii- 
utera  of  his  country.  Remarkable  m  hii 
speech  wu  for  a  surplus  of  ability,  it  wm 
not  more  coDspicuous  for  talent  than  for 
the  very  exaggerated  terms  in  which  be 
permitted  hinuelf  to  deaciibe  the  diffi- 
culties aod  dsDsm  of  Eoglaad.  If,  Sir, 
at  the  close  of  that  speech,  some  one,  who 
had  lired  io  sequestrstioa  irtHii  the  wwld, 
and  for  the  last  five  or  nx  Tears  had  not 
heard  of  the  erents  whicn  hare  paswd 
within  that  period,  had  cfaanced  to  hara 
entered  this  House,  he  would,  I  tbiok, 
hare  been  tempted  to  exclaim-~«ppalled 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  magDifiaant 
peroration — "Good  God,  what  &u  hap- 
pened! Is  England  brought  to  the  verge 
of  ruin  ?  Has  one  greater  than  NapoIooDf 
and  of  whom  NapoTeon  was  but  the  pre- 
cursor, appeared  ^  Is  the  world  in  arms 
against  £ogland?— hare  her  fleets  been 
rninlc  in  the  ocean,  and  with  Wellington  at 
their  head,  hare  those  legions  that  were 
once  deemed  inrindble,  at  last  giren  way?" 
What  would  be  his  surprise  at  heariitf 
that  the  repose  of  Europe  waa  undisturbed 
that  her  Majesty  bad  declared  that  die 
continued  to  receire  assunincee  of  the  moct 
friendly  dlspositiooa  from  all  princea  and 
states  that  all  the  gieat  powera  had  ugned 
a  common  treaty  for  the  preserrattm  of 
the  dominions  of  the  Porte,  and  for  the 
maintenance  of  peace;  and  that  not  very 
long  ago  another  right  hon.  Baronet,  tlie 
Setxetary  for  the  Home  Department,  had 
taken  upon  himself  to  state,  as  eridence  of 
the  influence  of  a  Canservatire  Oorern- 
ment  in  promoting  peace,  that  the  French 
minister  tiad  agreed  to  reduce  the  nary  of 
France,  and  Uiat  wherever  our  eyes  were 
turned  prospects  of  cloudless  felicity  were 
disclosed.  What  1  when  a  purpose  is  to  be 
gsined,  shall  one  Minister  announce,  that 
under  Tory  auspices,  the  peace  of  Eumpe 
is  secure  i  and  when  money  is  to  be  got,  is 
another  Minister,  or  rather  the  master  of 
the  Ministers,  to  talk  of  the  cannon,  whoee 
sound  has  not  reached  our  ears,  and  to 
strike  terror  into  the  heart  of  the  country 
with  vague  and  appalling  intimations  I 
Contrast  the  meech  of  the  right  hon.  fi»- 
ronet  on  the  Income-tax  with  that  whidi 
he  delirered  on  the  Com-Iaws.  The  dia. 
tresses  of  the  country  were  then,  forsooth, 
tranutory  and  eraoeacent— they  arose  frtm 
had  harvests,  and  the  temporary  difficultiea 
of  America ;  and  in  the  resources  of  £ng* 
land,  in  her  energy  and  elastic  power,  hi* 
confidenoe  waa  unabated,  I  concur  with 
.ium,  and,  thank  Codi  that  we  an  aot  < 


to  diMorer  upon  oath  what  perhaps  it 
moat  deeply  concerns  their  just  and  legiti- 
matepriuthattheysbouldconceal?  What 
can  be  more  fearful,  more  humiliating  than 
to  make  a  confeasion  of  adversity  to  let 
a  set  of  heartless  functionaries  into  the 
secrets  ctf  calamity,  and  to  lay  misfortune 
bare?  The  commissioners  are  empow- 
ered to  eiamine  upon  oalb,  and  to  re- 
pudiate the  testimony  which  a  roan 
gires  in  his  own  fiirour.  To  what  im- 
moral results  must  this  practice  lead? 
It  has  been  snggested,  that  under  our  es- 
bting  system,  oatlu  must  frequentiy  be  ad- 
Diiniitmd,  and  that  there  is  a  good  deal 
of  swearing  io  the  Excise.  True ;  but  is 
it  judicious  to  extend  through  every  rami> 
fieatioB  of  society  the  spirit  of  the  Excise, 
and  to  get  up  a'struggle  between  the  in- 
tereeta  and  the  conscience  of  erecy  man 
who  is  to  be  charged  with  this  baneful 
impost?  The  people  of  England  are  moral, 
but  Iber  hare  cause  to  pray  that  into 
temptation  they  may  not  be  led.  This  tax 
i«  an  immoral  one ;  and,  as  I  hare  iieard 
in  this  House,  when  the  rights  and  ^n- 
cbises  of  my  countrymen  were  in  question, 
H  rebement  denunciatiun  against  "  rillain- 
ous  perjury,"  I  trust  that  to  the  Irish 
hustings  your  abhorrence  of  perjury  will 
not  be  coofioed ;  that  tu  its  perpetration 
JOS  will  not  supply  incentives ;  that  as  you 
are  not,  I  hope,  Pharisees  io  religion,  you 
will  not  prore  remorseless  Publicans  in 
finance ;  and  that  you  will  not  send  forth  a 
band  of  tax-gatheren  throu^  the  king- 
dom, and  arm  them  with  the  Gospel,  that 
they  may  put  the  conscience  of  every  honest 
man  to  the  question  ;  while  to  every  pre- 
Tuicatot,  every  shuffler,  every  equirocator, 
erery  perjurer,  an  impunity,  proportioned 
to  his  utter  destitution  of  all  principle,  is 
scandalously  secured.  I  am  not  in  speaking 
thus  guilty  of  any  the  least  exaggeration 
of  the  evils  of  the  Income-tax,  fm  I  find  a 
warrant  for  every  word  that  I  hare  uttered 
in  the  reiterated  statements  contained  in 
bnndreds  of  petitions  which  in  1816  were 
piled  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  of  Com- 
nons,  and  trf  theae  statements  no  contra- 
diction was  ever  yet  attempted.  The  evils 
of  the  Income-taK  are  so  monstrous,  that  it 
is  almost  imposmble  to  heighten  them— 
they  set  hyprabole  at  defiance.  But,  at  all 
erents,  of  no  exa^ration  could  any  man 
in  tnrri^ing  against  the  evils  of  the  In- 
coaw-tax  be  possibly  guilty,  comparable  to 
the  exaggeration  into  which  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  allowed  himself  to  be  Iwtrayed, 
-wbtn  he  ioAiJged  in  »  deacriptioii  m  elo- , 
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Kingdom,  sod  tbe  othor  tlie  gnat  empire 
in  the  Eut,  wkera  100,000,000  of  *ut>- 
jecti  are  lubjected  to  our  sway.  ["  Con- 
futioit,eTUiof  duitda."^  I  bop«,SiT,  that 
I  maj  b«  allomd  to  proceed  in  tbe  per- 
foTmnoca  of  in;  public  duly,  and  in  Tindt- 
caiiogmytelf  Bgainat  tbe  charge  of  orer- 
rating  the  fina&cial  difficuliie*  which  we 
have  to  meet.  In  1836  you  had  the  ad- 
min iitra  lion  of  the  aSaira  of  two  great 
ompirei,  and  tbe  finaucet  which  you  had 
to  adminiater  were  then  in  thi*  condition. 
In  thii  country  thare  wai  a  lurplm  of 
retrnue  over  eapendiiure  of  1 ,376,000^., 
and  in  India  there  wa>  a  surpiui  of  re- 
venue  over  expenditure  of  1,556,000/. 
You  entered  therefore,  on  the  performance 
of  your  dutiea  with  a  net  aurplui  in  the 
fiuanoe  of  the  two  empirea  of  3,000,OOOJ^ 
of  iucome  above  expenditure.  How  have 
yon  left  it  ?  Am  I  overrating  dir 
Will,  you  found  in  that  year(183i  , 
plua  of  raveuDeors.OOO.OOO/.,  and  you  left 
a  deficit  of  5,000,000/.  in  the  year  ending 
tbe  fith  of  April,  1842.  Tbe  financial  dc' 
ficit  of  ihe  United  Kingdom  in  that  year 
ii  2,570,000/.,  and  the  deficit  revenue  of 
India  for  the  year  eDdtng  at  (hat  period  ii 
2,430,OO0i.  Therefore  1  am  juitified  io 
ataiing  that  yon  found,  when  you  came  to 
adminiater  tboae  financei,  a  aurplui  of 
revenue,  amounting  to  3,000,000/.,  and  in 
the  year  on  which  you  quitted  office,  yon 
lefl  a  deficit,  which  it  ia  my  duty  to  at- 
tempt to  aupply,  of  no  leiathan  5,000,000/, 
The  difference  between  the  financei  oj 
the  country,  therefore,  from  the  time  you 
undertook  the  charge  of  thoie  financei 
pnlil  you  quilted  office  ii  againit  the 
country,  and  againit  it*  credit  8,000,000/. 
If,  then,  I  have  tubilantiated  that  difier- 
cnce  and  the  exiatence  of  thai  deficiency, 
have  I  overrated  the  necetiities  of  the 
country?  You  do  not  believe,  perhapi, 
that  tbe  financial  difficuUiei  of  India  will 
recoil  upon  you;  but  if  you  think  lo,  I 
■hall  convince  you  that  the  time  ii  ap- 
ftroaching  when  you  will  know  by  expe- 
Tiince  that  inch  a  poiition  on  your  part 
cannot  be  maintained.  You  commenced 
in  1 83f).  in  a  lime  of  peace,  with  a  inrplua 
of  3,000,000/.,  and  notwithitandrng 
that,  you  have  left  the  country  with 
the  preient  deficiency  of  5,000,000/. 
Sir,  there  wet  a  miniiter  of  thia  country 
who,  in  ipeaking  of  the  financial  afiain  of 
it,  delivered  thii  opinion — 

"  To  enter  upon  tbe  finuicial  year  witfi  k 
dcfleicecy  of  IfidOpQOl  wai  what  he  heptd 


□o  miniiter  of  thii  great  naiion  would  ever 
coDieDl  to,  and  no  Houk  of  Conmoni  would 
Mnction.    The  neceuary  coaMqoeBce  of 
loeh  a  proceeding  would  " — 

Tbia  minister  wai  ipeaking  of  a  deficit 
of  only  1,000,000/. 

The  neceHary  eoBM<|naoae  of  nd  a  pro- 
oeediiig  would  bi  to  mtka  tha  (kith  of  the 
eoumty  luipecitd  at  borne,  to  diminiih  ill 
repDtaiion  ibroad,  and  to  place  ui  in  such  a 
litaalioD  u  would  oecMurily  deprive  ui  of  (he 
hish  and  noble  poaition  wbilh  we  had  hitherto 
held  anoDg  the  oalioDi  of  the  woild." 

The  miniiter  who  delivered  ihoaa  sanli- 
menli  in  ipeaking  of  the  dafieit  of  ■  aingle 
million  ii  reported  to  have  been  Lord  John 
RuHcll,  You  began  with  a  inrplui ;  you 
acknowledge  that  the  esietence  of  a  lerB 
plui  ii  neceiaary  to  the  natntananoe  of 
public  crediL  Propoaals  are  tnade  which 
find  noit  eloquent  edvocatei ,  fcr  the  r»> 
miuion  of  laxation.  You  had  then,  I  ny* 
a  lurplua  amounting  to  a  million  and  a 
half.  A  propoMl  wai  made  to  reduce 
taxaiioD— taiition,  too,  bearing  Injori- 
ouily  on  tbe  lower  clasaea— bearing  inju- 
riouily  on  the  indnilry— bearing  iojufi- 
onily  alio  on  the  property,  of  the  country  ! 
but  tha  miniiter,  leniible  of  the  evil  sf 
having  a  deficiency  In  the  revenue— of 
having  a  deficiency  for  a  liagle  year  of  a 
•ingle  millioa  in  the  amount  of  bii  incont 
to  meet  bii  expenditara,  told  yon  that  no 
miniiter  fit  to  govern  thii  great  country 
would  commence  hii  financial  year  with  a 
deficit ;  for,  if  he  did,  he  wooM  diminiih 
tbe  lecurily  of  credit  at  home,  and  lb« 
reapect  due  to  Ihe  coonlry  abroad,  and 
would  Ihni  deprive  ua  of  that  high  itatioti 
whieh  we  had  lo  long  enjoyed  among  tbe 
tiaiioni  of  the  world.  Now  when  I  pre- 
ient to  you  a  deficit  of  3,000,000/.  in 
your  expenditure  at  home,  and  ahow  you 
that  you  have  a  deficit  of  3,500,000/.  in 
addition  in  another  hemiiphere,  you  tell 
me  that  I  am  over-raiingthedifficultieiof 
the  country.  And  I  tell  yon  that  that  ii  tbe 
DBlural  coniequencei  of  conniving  at  lucb 
a  itate  of  thing!  ai  you  have  for  lome 
time  pail  been  enduring.  And  then  you 
tell  roe  in  lurn,  that  arier  having  incurred 
an  enormoui  national  debt  to  the  amoaot 
of  800,000,000/.  there  ii  no  great  harm 
in  making  to  thai  debt  the  imall  addition 
of  2,000,000/,  more.  Do  not  deceive  your- 
lelvei— do  not  attempt  lo  deceive  otbera 
by  luch  pretencei  i  be  not  deterred  from 
making  tbe  eaertiona  which  the  occaatoa 
requirei;  for  if  yon  are,  than   will  the  ., 
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1833,  when  Lord  Althorp  wu  beaten 
apOD  tbe  malt-tax,  and  when  a  proposal 
wai  made  for  tbe  repeal  of  the  houie  and 
window-iBi,  Lord  Althorp  proposed,  and 
the  noble  Lord  lappoTted,  an  abitract 
reiolation  to  tbii  ed'ect,  that  it  a  deficit 
in  tbe  revenue  were  caused  by  that  reso- 
lution, the  only  allernative  to  which  the 
Oovernment  could  resort  would  be  a 
property-tax.  Yes !  a  ptopertv-tax.  That 
was  tbe  expedient  proposed  by  the  Go- 
rernment  of  which  the  noble  I^rd  was  a 
Member,  for  the  purpose  of  diasusdinp 
the  House  of  Commons  from  reducing  the 
house  and  window-tax.  The  property-tax 
wai  allied  with  an  Income-tax,  and  in  the 
resolution,  it  was  stated,  not  that  you 
would  resort  to  the  sugar  duties— not 
that  yon  would  resort  to  the  timber  duties 
— not  that  you  would  resort  to  tbe 
com  duties — but  that  your  only  alterna- 
(ife  was  a  property  and  an  Income-tax. 
When  a  great  parly  supported  that  reso- 
lution, is  it  possible  either  for  you  who 
were  its  leader  or  for  you  who  were  its 
members,  now  to  turn  round  and  tell  me 
tliat  a  property-lax  is  not  a  justifiable  tax 
in  lime  of  peace  T  Could  I,  after  reading 
what  Sir  Henry  Parnell,  your  chairman  of 
a  finance  committee,  has  placed  upon  his 
record  in  his  difTerent  financial  works — 
could  I,  after  reading  the  opinions  of  Lord 
Altborp  and  of  Mr.  P.  Thomson  upon 
that  occasion,  believe  that  as  a  necessary 
consequence  of  my  present  proposal  I 
should  be  exposed  to  this  determined  op- 
position from  the  different  Members  of  the 
late  Administration?  "Oh,"  said  tbe 
noble  Lord,  "  you  might  have  had  recourse 
to  other  measures  of  taxation  :  you  might, 
for  instance,  have  placed  a  legacy  duty 
upon  real  property."  Suppose  that  I  bad 
argued  with  myself  thus : — "  Let  me  con- 
sider tbe  propriety  of  imposing  the  legacy- 
duty  on  real  properly.  If  [  propose  it, 
abail  I  have  toe  support  of  the  late  Go- 
veronient  ?"  Well,  what  do  1  Gad  upon 
record  in  the  debates  of  tbe  yesr  1840, 
on  that  very  proposition  which  tbe  noble 
Lord  DOW  su^;ests  that  I  might  have 
brought  forward  ?  I  find  his  own  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  in  the  year  1840, 
using  this  language : — 

•■Mv  Hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Hums)  says,  thst 
iostaaa  of  tahing  the  taxes  as  I  propoKj  ths 
Goverameat  ongbi  to  have  moved  a  legscy- 
dnlj  on  real  property.  I  will  not  fo  into  the 
details  or  die  modes  in  which  ray  hon.  Friend 


proposes  to  put  that  tax  on,  baeansa  my  ob- 
jection is  to  the  prinnple  of  the  tsx," 

That,  I  repeat,  was  tbe  language  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  the  year 
1840.  Supposing,  then,  that  I  had  now 
brought  forward  this  measure,  and  bad 
calculated  upon  the  imposition  of  alegacy 
duty  on  real  property  as  one  of  the  means 
of  meetiog  the  deficiency  for  the  present 
year,  should  I  not  have  been  met  imme- 
diately with  the  suggestion  that  the  pro* 
perty-tax  would  be  a  much  more  expedient 
lax  to  propose  ?  Should  I  not  bave  been 
told  that  tbe  late  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer bad  placed  on  record  his  oppoii- 
tion  not  only  to  the  detail,  but  also  to  the 

Erinciple  of  the  measure?  Tbe  noble 
ord,  I  repeat,  suggests  two  measures  in 
lieu  of  mine —  one  for  the  remission  of  the 
duties  upon  corn,  another  for  the  impo- 
sitioD  of  a  lefracy  duty  on  laoded  property. 
[An  hon.  Member:  An  increase  of  the 
Bisessed  taxes.]  Ay,  and  an  increase  of 
the  assessed  taxes.  I  hope  that  my  agri- 
cultural Friends,  who  have  been  described 
by  the  noble  Lord  this  evening  as  having 
heads  partaking  of  the  heavy  nature  <rt 
the  claj  which  they  cultivate,  will  not 
forget  the  nature  of  these  three  propoaala, 
Ar)d  here  I  may  be  permittM  to  step 
aside  for  a  moment,  and  ask,  if  I  had 
spoken  in  such  terms  of  any  manufaclaring 
opponents  of  mine — if  I  had  nsed  such 
language  of  any  of  the  mBunfactnrera  who 


speak  disparagingly  of  me,  what  would 
said  of  my  arrogance  and  t 


have  b 


Bumptioo  7  If  1  had  spoken  of  any  claas 
of  men  as  the  noble  Lord  spoke  of  the 
agricultural  class,  which  has  offended  him, 
I  wonder  what  would  have  been  the  terms 
iproach  heaped  upon  me  for  the  use 
of  such  contumelious  language.  I  con- 
fess that  I  am  surprised,  when  I  hear  from 
the  hon.  Geullemen  opposite,  that  ny 
agricultural  friends  feel  it  necessary  to  vin- 
dicate themselves  because  they  have  given 
me  their  support.  At  one  time  they  sra 
charsied  with  having  broken  the  pledges 
which  they  gave  to  their  constituents; 
and  yet  the  sound  of  that  cbargs  b 
scarcely  extinct,  when  I  am  told,  as  I 
was  in  the  debate  last  night,  that  in 
bringing  forward  my  new  Corn-law,  I. had 
considered  exclusively  tbe  advantage  of 
the  agricultural  interest.  Did  you  not, 
when  I  brought  this  Corn-law  forward, 
receive  it  with  iusult  and  derision  ?  Wfay, 
you  cannot  charge  me  with  being  sub- 
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■tfTKDt  to  th«  agricuttural  inlerett,  and 
>t  the  Hmfl  time  charge  the  agricultural 
inlereat  id  this  House  with  haviog  Tor- 
feited  all  the  pledgea  which  they  gave  to 
their  cooititueots  on  the  huBtingi,  because 
they  were  too  subtervient  to  tne?  Theie 
two  charge!  are  incooiistent  with  each 
other.  I  repeat  again,  that  the  on];  relief 
proposed  for  the  country  by  the  aobte 
Lonl  conaiati  of  a  fixea  duty  of  8t.  on 
cotD,  BD  increase  of  ihe  aitesied  taxes, 
and  an  impoiition  of  a  legacy  duty  on 
real  property.  First  of  all,  with  regard 
to  a  fixed  duty  of  8t.  on  cotq.  But  ihat 
tax  has  already  been  negatived  by  the 
House,  and  roust  at  all  times  be  a  pre- 
carioua  source  of  revenue :  for  in  case  of 
a  favonrable  harvest,  no  corn  would  be 
imported,  and'  tbeie  would  then  be  no 
revenue  at  all.  I  come  uow  to  coniider 
the  eipediency  of  increasing  the  assessed 
tixM.  What  increase  is  il  that  you 
wonid  propose?  Yon  have  lately  in- 
creised  ihem  10  per  cent.  1  much  douht 
whether  a  great  deal  might  not  be  said  in 
favoor  of  a  property-tax  as  agunst  art 
increaaa  in  the  aasessed  taxes.  If  it  be 
objected  to  a  property-lax,  that  it  di- 
mraiahes  the  comforts  of  the  poor  by 
redncing  the  fund  for  their  employment,  I 
think  I  can  show  that  assessed  taxes  are 
liaUe  to  the  same  imputation ;  and  when 
the  noble  Lord  proposes  to  resort  to 
asaeaaed  taxes  as  a  means  of  supplying 
this  deBciency  in  the  reTenue,  I  think  1 
conid  show  him  that  every  addition  he 
mnde  to  asseued  taxes  would  be  more 
prejndicial  in  its  effect  on  the  labouring 
and  iodottrions  clasaes  than  a  property 
tax.  But  observe,  if  you  choose  to  supply 
your  revenue  by  assessed  taxes,  how  are 
yon  to  exempt  certain  parties — pro- 
fessional men  for  instance.  You  charge 
agAiost  ft  property  tax  that  the  income 
from  professions  is  rated  under  it  in  the 
same  proportion  as  that  applied  to  the 
IHoSls  of  mannfaclure,  or  the  interest  of 
ca[Btal.  luciease  the  assessed  taxes,  and 
then  partiea  would  be  liable  to  the  same 
chnrge.  You  do  not  allow  them  to  go 
fr«e  of  Ihe  boos^tax,  the  wiodow-taz,  or 
any  other  assessed  tax  which  it  may  be 
asserted  (as  in  the  esse  of  the  professional 
man)  to  their  respectability  to  be  rated  to. 
And  let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  the 
hig^  you  raise  the  assessed  taxes,  the 
gfCnter  you  make  the  temptation  to  qnit 
tbia  country.  Here  is  a  great  proprietor, 
of  60.000L  or  60,000/.  a  year.  Tax  hii 
VOULXII.   {Sii} 


house  20  per  cent.,  and  you  cannot  prevent 
his  closing  it,  and  you  thus  add  an  ad- 
ditional temptation  to  repair  to  a  foreign 
capital,  where  he  finds  himself  free  from 
asessed  taxes.  By  the  measure  1  pro- 
pose, I  reach  him  by  means  of  an  Income 
lax.  I  touch  his  landed  property  through 
the  inlerveniion  of  his  tenantry;  and  if 
he  have  no  tenants,  I  affect  bim  through 
the  funds.  He  may  go  abroad,  but  he  is 
subjected  to  the  charges  he  ought  to  bear 
in  meeting  the  difficulliei  of  the  couotiy. 
But  tax  his  windows,  or  his  house,  and  he 
will  dismiss  his  establishment,  and  reduce 
ibe  demand  for  productive  labour  by 
going  to  Milan,  Rome,  or  Paris.  The 
noble  Lord  will  not  touch  him  there;  but 
I  ahall.  The  noble  Lord,  however,  will 
visit  clergymen  and  widows,  and  all  those 
who  have  not  the  means  of  travelling, 
with  his  impost.  And  just  in  proportion 
as  be  creates  encouragement  to  go  abroad 
by  an  exemption  from  the  tax,  does  he 
press  more  severely  on  those  who  remain 
at  home,  and  cannot  relieve  themselves 
from  contributing  to  the  necessities  of  the 
state.  But  the  noble  Lord  would  resort 
to  bis  old  nostrum  of  the  timber  duties  to 
supply  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue. 
What  does  the  hoo.  Member  for  Coventry, 
who  is  as  free  from  the  mere  trammels  of 
party  as  any  man  in  this  House — what 
does  the  hon.  Member  for  Coventry  slate 
upon  that  subject  7  He  has  said  dis- 
tinctly that  he  approves  of  my  proposal 
with  respect  to  timber  more  than  of  the 
propiosBl  of  the  noble  Lord,  Now,  if 
there  be  any  article  which  enters  more 
into  the  common  consumption  of  the 
people  than  another,  and  which  ought  if 
poitible  to  be  exempted  from  taxation,  it 
is  this  very  article  of  timber.  The  prooft 
which  I  have  had  laid  before  me  of  the 
effects  which  the  cfaeapeniug  of  Eimber 
would  produce  in  the  encouragement  of 
local  improvements,  and  in  the  pronoiioo 
oftbe  building  of  bridges  and  of  piers,  are  . 
so  convincing  and  overwhelming,  that  it 
is  almost  impoasible  to  resist  the  necessity 
of  reducing  the  duties  on  timber.  What 
increased  sonrces  of  employment  will  not 
the  measure  open  to  the  manufacturing 
classes  ?  We  hear  of  the  distress  of  the 
shipping  interest — of  the  immense  im- 
portance, commercially  and  politically,  of 
reviving  the  prosperity  of  that  interest. 
How  can  we  do  so  more  effectnally  than 
by  facilitating  the  purchase  of  timber? 
It  we  enable  the  ship-builder  here  to  com'  - 
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pete  with  th«  ihip-builder  Bbroid  to  hov 
mmy  men  ihall  we  not  give  employment  T 
Wb*t  VB«  sources  of  mHriiJoie  itrength 
inay  we  not  eipect  lo  accrue  to  us.  Has 
not  the  high  price  of  timber  been  a  g>reRt 
iiDpedimtat  to  the  conftrvciion  of  houses? 
Has  it  not  affected  the  very  mode  of 
building!  What  hil  been  its  influence 
upon  the  conitruciion  of  cottages  ?  Now, 
I  detire  to  koow  from  the  noble  Lord 
oppoiiie,  8nd  I  beg  to  uk  hon.  Hembcri 

;;enerkilly,  whether  any  one  who  has 
soked  at  the  reports  laid  before  this 
House  can  for  a  moment  doubt,  that  the 
alttralion  in  ihe  timber  duties  cm  prove 
otherwise  ihtn  a  great  boon  to  the  people 
of  Ireland?  I  take  the  cottages  of  Ibe 
poor  in  Irelsod.  I  ttk  any  hon.  Member 
who  has  read  the  evidence  laid  before 
the  House  on  that  subject  to  say,  if  that 
evidence  doea  not  contaio  the  itrongcet 
possible  proof  that  no  want  ia  more 
severely  felt  in  Ireland  than  the  want  of 
timber  T  The  high  duty  aba  operates 
moat  iojurionsly  upon  British  fishermen. 
Owicg  to  tha  belter  coDstrnctiou  of  their 
boats,  the  foreign  fishermen  enjoy  a 
monopoly  of  fishing  in  deep  seas.  Reduce 
tbe  price  of  timber,  and  yon  at  once 
enable  our  fishermen  to  competa  with 
tbem,  and  thtii  give  the  means  of  em- 
ployment lo  a  large  nusaber  of  men. 
An  hon.  Member  oppOMte  aaya  we  ought 
to  make  Canada  an  integral  part  of  the 
empire ;  and  immediately  after,  he  pro- 
posed that  we  ahould  put  an  additional 
duty  on  timber  the  produce  of  that  colony, 
1  purpoaa  thai  Canadian  timber  shall 
enter  Into  fair  competition  with  the  timber 
of  this  country,  whilst  I  retain  a  duty  of 
30>.  upon  Baltic  timber,  which  I  hope 
will  be  luEBciently  protective  of  that  of 
Canada.  By  adopting  my  propoiiiion 
with  respect  to  timber,  we  shall  increase 
the  demand  for  productive  industry, 
nhilit,  at  tha  tame  time,  we  shall  in- 
directly increase  the  revenue.  I  admit 
that  the  effect  of  my  roeaiare  will 
be  to  cause  an  immediate  loss  of 
revenue,  and  (hat,  on  the  contrary,  an 
increase  of  reran ve  would  probably 
reault  from  the  adoption  of  the  noble 
Lord'*  plan:  but  itill  1  think  that  mine 
is  aaperior  to  that  of  tbe  noble  Lord. 
Now,  with  respect  to  augar,  the  noble 
Lord  miitakei  if  he  luppoiea  that,  when 
I  referred  lo  articles  upon  which  a  reduc- 
lioa  of  duty  bad  not  led  to  a  corretpond- 
iD|  iBcnaN  «f  nreDHti  and  ihat ««  could 
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not  hope  10  realiia  anjr  immediate  advan. 
tage  from  pursuing  a  iimilar  eonrsa  on  the 
preaeot  occsaion,  I  waa  referring  to  logar, 
I  never  denied  that  tha  consequence  of 
reducing  the  duty  upon  foreign  sugar 
must  be  an  increase  of  rBvenue.  1  tBtd 
before  that  that  was  not  my  objection  to 
the  proposition  of  the  noble  Lord.  If  ihe 
proposition  were  made  now  to  retain  (he 
existing  duly  upon  British  sugar,  and  to 
reduce  the  duty  on  foreign  sugar  to  36l., 
I  would  oppose  it.  If  w«  must  deal  with 
■agar,  1  think  tbe  way  in  which  we  ought 
to  deal  with  it  is  by  making  ■  oonsidarable 
reduction  of  duty  as  well  with  respect  lo 
colonial  produce  as  to  foreign  produce. 
Why  have  I  dealt  so  libtralty  with  retpcot 
to  timber,  but  because  I  want  tha  profit 
arising  from  the  reduction  of  duty  to  ba 
obiained  by  tha  oonsumer.  It  ia  inflniuly 
better  to  deal  on  a  Urge  scale  with  great 
articles  of  consumption,  and  to  maka  m 
great  redneiioo  of  duty,  io  order  that  the 
consumer  may  obtain  the  advantage  of  it 
than,  ai  has  been  dona  in  soma  cases,  lo 
reduce  the  duty,  so  that  we  lose  tbe  ro*e* 
nue  and  put  the  profit  in  the  pocket  of  tbe 
wholesale  dealer.  I  never  doubted  that 
the  noble  Lord  might  make  a  proposal 
with  respect  to  sugar,  which  would  ban 
the  effect  of  increasing  the  revenue.  I 
must  say,  however,  that  we,  last  year, 
realised  as  much  revenue  from  sugar,  is' 
consequence  of  the  increased  produca  of 
our  own  colonies,  as  the  tight  hon.  Gon> 
lleman  opposite  (Mr.  Baring)  expected  to 
obtain  from  the  reduction  of  duty  on  Co- 
reign  sugar.  That,  I  admit,  is  not  a 
decisive  argument  against  ihe  right  hon. 
Oentlem'an'a  proposition  because  the  prin* 
ciple  of  that  wM  competition.  The  ground 
on  which  1  opposed  it  was  ihst,  after  the 
sacrifice  we  had  made  for  tlie  abolition  of 
slavery,  it  would  not  rcdonnd  to  the 
honour  or  credit  of  the  oounlry  to  permit 
tbe  introduction  of  sugar,  the  produce  of 
slave  colonies,  without  an  effort,  at  least, 
10  obtain  some  corresponding  concession 
with  respect  lo  the  slave>tr^e.  I  must 
■ay  that,  without  cloaing  my  eyes  in  iha 
slightest  degree  to  tbe  advantagaa  to  be 
derived  from  reducing  tbe  price  of  ugar, 
I  do  think,  in  the  present  stale  of  tbe 
controversy  with  other  countries  in  respaot 
to  tbe  slave-trade,  and  seeing  the  anspi- 
cion  which  ia  moat  unjustly  thrown  upon 
our  motives,  if  we  were  now  for  mere 
pecuniary  consideraiions,  for  the  first  time, 
to  admit  sugar  the  pwdtica  of  Cabft  aad  ' 


y  Google 


coniumptioG 
object,  what 
selected  ? 
I  eniertain  i 
■  axing  theie 
a(  I  could  b; 
tax.  But,  £ 
is  necessary 
which  we  at 
itate  or  the 
foreign  natio 


'105  Ineomttax-'  {Apkil  8} 

theBrRtllf,  witliout  ba*ing  laid  one  word 
with  reipect  to  an;  stipulation  as  to  the 
■lave-lrade,  we  could  not  continue  to 
maiatBin  the  character  and  influence  which 
we  now  poMest.  This,  1  know,  that  men 
whose  motiTei  are  entirely  diiiintereited 
tad  free  from  any  luspicion,  such  as  Dr. 
Lnihington,  Sir  Fowell  Buiton,  and  some 
of  those  who  have  taken  a  most  active 
part  in  respect  to  the  abolition  of  the  slave- 
trade,   protested    in    the  strongest   terms 

a^init    the   adm'rsiion  of  foreign    sugar  and  Chin 

without  an;  stipulation  being  made  with  ments  to  In 

respect  to  the  slave-trade,   and  would   not  honour  and  { 

foreign  nations  refer  to  the  leitimonj  of  is  attended  i 

ihoie  Oentlemen,   gi*6n   against  the  in-  it  Rhould  be 

teTeats  of  party,  if  we,  for  mere  pecuniary  have  not  Coi 

CDnilderstion,  should    admit   sugnr   Ihe  pleineQtal  e 

produce  of  ilave-lflbour.     What  was  the  oilght  la  bei 

course  panued  by  the  right  hon.   OenlJe-  not  merely  I 

mat),  the   Lord   Mayor   of  Dublin  ?     He  have  to  deal 

gave  notice  that  no  foreign  sugar  should  rectly   that 

bH  allowed  to  be  imported    except   from  2,500,000/., 

cblonies  where  slavery  did  not  exist,  and  proceed*  of 

he    abttsined   from  bringing  it  forward  larifT,  lo  ob 

only  because  it  would  have  interfered  with  That  is  my 

the  provisions  of  the  reciprocity  ireatiei.  my  intentior 

Ltird  Broueham  expressed  similar  opinions,  the  surplus  I 

I(  was  ksid,  that  we  took  cotton  andeoffee  which  press 

which  Were  the  produce  of  slave-lRbour;  well  as  to  ih 

but  there  wat  this  to  be  observed,  that  wf  other  articlei 

had  alwiys  taken  those  anlcles,  whilst  it  duciive   indi 

Was  proposed  that  we  should  now  for  Ihe  consider,  in 

first  lime  begin  to  take  sugar  the  produce  Income-tax  t 

of  ilave-labonr.     These  were  the  arfu-  counlry-^lo 

fflents   which   the  right   hon,  Oenlleman  country — to 

Opposite  opposed  In   1S4D  to  the  propoit-  cial,  and  trs 

tioh  of  the  hon.  Member  fbr  Wigao  for  That  is  the  i 

admitting  alifc-grown  sugar.     The  noble  of  the  Oove 

Lord  alluded    mysteriously  to  other  taxes  duty   to   snl 

which  might  be  reioited  to,  but  lie  has  this  to  be  k 

taken  care  not  to  name  them.     1  hope  ibe  of  Commoni 

labouring   clnsses   will   observe   that   the  Ihe  country, 

noble  Lord  threatens  them  with  renewing  clearly  lo  ui 

•oma  of  the  taxes  which  have  been  repealed  think  they  0 

daring  the  last  twenty  years,   for  that  was  lives  of  thosi 

his  object  in  referring  to  them.     Looking,  lion  to  it.     < 

then,  at  the  whole  of  ihe  arrangements  made  to  the 

which  I  hive  made— looking  at  the  taxes  posed.     By 

which  I  propose  to  lay  on,  and  at  those  cles  of  sustei 

which  I  intend   to  remove— I  do  think  and  I   also 

myself  warranted   in  laying  that  I  have  previously  b 

done  all  that  could  be  aecompliilied  for  hope  that  b( 

the  working  man,  and  moit  especially  do  with  the  mai 

I  lay  this  when  I  remember  that  1  have  agricultural 

exempted  from   the  fax  all  incomes  below  judgment   i 

I50f.   B-year.     Snpposing   I  were  to  at-  opportunity 

leihpl  lo  raise  revenue  by  increasing  the  explicitly  m 

tfnliM  «B  nbtr  artMef  of  gentral  «M  aid  my  iflienita 
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tion  of  liie  cattle,  knd  tb«  reduced 
duty  on  tailed  and  dried  meati,  J 
do  not  deipair  of  being  able  to  show  ti 
the  Houie  clear,  convincing,  aud  latiifac- 
tor;  resBOni  Tor  that  porlion  of  my  lariiF. 
I  tbintc  I  can  demoiiitraie  to  the  Home 
that  the  price  of  meat  hai  for  a  numbei 
of  yean  been  progreaiively  incieasing  in 
lbi(  country.  I  mean  to  show,  that  &!• 
though  my  duties  are  low,  1  cannot  dit. 

Sense  nith  the  Income-tai.  1  aiic  bon. 
lembera  to  pause.  You  will  not  act 
wisely  if  yoa  give  way  to  needleaa  alarm. 
If  you  appeal  to  your  own  cooaciences  on 
the  aninect,  I  feel  perfectly  latisfieil  that 
you  will  not  abandon  me  in  consequence 
of  the  Income-tax.  1  again  atk  you 
■uapend  your  judgments  nntil  1  have 
opportunity  of  bringing  before  you  the 
whole  of  my  caae.  f  shall  show  you  that, 
in  other  countriea  in  Europe,  the  same 
■carcity  of  meat — the  same  inconvenieDce 
exiita.  I  ihall  show  you  that  in  France 
the  human  population  haa  increased  far 
beyond  the  proportion  of  the  growth  of 
cattle;  and  that  an  eitraordinary  rise  in 
the  priceof  meet  baa  consei^uently  occurred 
there.  I  shall  show,  from  documents  which 
you  cannot  controrert,  a  gradual  diminu- 
tion in  the  coninmpUon  of  meat  per  head 
throughout  France.  1  shall  show  you  the 
high  price  of  cattle — that  France  is  an 
importing  country— and  that,  ao  far  from 
that  great  and  powerful  empire,  containing 
»  popolation  of  33,000,000— so  far  from 
that  being  a  country  that  can  iuundate 
you  with  cattle,  if  there  ia  a  country  from 
which  cattle  can  be  drawn,  she  will  be 
your  ri*al  in  the  purchaae  of  cattle.  I  will 
also  show,  that  there  IS  no  ground  of  ap~ 
prehensioD  from  Belgium  or  Holland,  and 
that  the  grounda  of  apprehension  are 
limited  to  a  very  narrow  district  in  Europe. 
I  will  attempt  alio  to  show  that  the  im- 
portation  of  foreign  cattle,  should  it  take 
place,  would  be  a  beneSt  to  the  agricul- 
tural, ai  wall  as  to  every  other  clasa  in 
the  country — that  it  will  prove  a  great 
public  advantage.  Sir,  I  thought  it  right 
to  state  to  the  House  the  view  which  I 
take  of  the  tariff,  before  I  call  on  it  topaai 
tbe  vote  for  the  Income-tax.  I  know  the 
alarm  that  haa  been  raited  throughout  the 
country — the  efforts  that  have  been  made 
lo  disturb  the  public  mind.  No  wonder 
that  some  alarm  should  have  been  excited 
when,  amongst  other  devices,  a  printed 
proposition  is  circulated  throughout  the 
city  of  York,  offering  to  supply  meat  from 


Hamburgh  at  3d,  per  pouod  Hsdar  the 
modified  tBriff,while,  at  thesamemonwnl, 
the  price  of  meat  in  Hamburgh  itself  is 
5d.  a  pound.  I  know,  too,  that  the  minds 
of  the  farmers  have  been  agitated  and  dis- 
turbed, but  1  feel  convinced  that  the  ap. 
prehensions  caused  by  the  tai  iff  are  greatly 
overchaiged.  I  cannot  and  do  not  wish 
to  deay,  that  great  reductions  are  proposed 
by  it ;  but  though  I  do  not  now  mean  to 
enter  furiber  into  detail  upon  the  subject, 
I  must  again  declare  my  conviction  that 
these  reductions  will  be  productiveof  great 
advantage  to  the  agricultural,  as  well  as 
the  manuracturingand  commercial  classes. 
Well,  Sir,  I  presume  the  noble  Lord  will 
not  quarrel  with  the  relaxations  proposed 
upon  the  import  duties  on  coffee.  Thete 
relaxations  are  lo  the  amount  of  1 00,0001. 
yearly.  That,  however,  will  be  allowed 
to  be  a  fair  proposition.  [An  hon.  Men. 
ber :  "  Oh,  oh  1"]  1  try.  Sir,  to  mainuia 
ray  temper  amidst  the  various  and  con- 
flicting attacks  that  arc  made — the  em- 
barrassing positions  in  which  hon.  Qen- 
tlemen  would  wish  to  place  me.  But  whea 
I  am  met  by  these  free  traders,  who  have 
beenalwaysclamouring  for  free-  trad^- who 
say,  you  ought  to  remove  these probibiiioDB 
— who  say,  the  mannfacturiog  intereat 
wants  nn  protection — when,  upon  my  pro- 
posing to  make  reductioiu,  I  am  met  bj 
these  persons  with  the  argument,  that  I 
have  selected  certain  unfortunate  men  at 
the  victims  of  free-trade — this  is  a  height 
of  inconsistency  which  cannot  well  ba 
surpassed.  1  am  told  by  these  free  traders 
that  my  reductions  are  needless --that  I 
might  have  retained  the  respective  dutiea 
of  lOdl  and  Sd.  And  this  is  said  after  all 
we  have  beard  about  the  great  increase  in 
the  consumption.  After  the  proofs  that 
have  been  offered  that  the  beverage  is  su- 
perseding all  others,  is  it  fair,  after  these 
statements,  to  tell  me  now  that  I  may  as 
well  have  retained  the  10(^.  and  &1.  duties, 
and  prevented  a  loss  to  the  revenue  of 
100,0001.  t  Again,  with  reference  to  the 
duties  on  timber,  Mr.  Deacon  Hnme,  • 
gentleman  whose  opinions  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  profeu  lo  hold  in  so  much 
reverence,  said  that  timber  was  a  raw  naa- 
terial  of  surpassing  importance  to  this 
country,  and  that  our  conduct  with  regard 
to  it  was  like  the  folly  of  France  in  ex- 
cluding iron.  He  said,  you  have  coal, 
you  have  iron,  and  you  want  only  wood 
to  possess  all  the  elements  for  being  one 
of  the  most  prosperous  Gauntries  oo  thf 
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face  of  the  earth ;  and  after  this  declara- 
tion of  opinioD,  joined  to  (he  lenlimenti 
{Tofewed  by  >o  many  GeDtlemen  opposite, 
■tn  now  to  be  told  that  the  relaxation  of 
the  limber  duties  ia  ■  needleia  lacriBce. 
So  it  ii  with  respect  to  other  articles  in- 
cluded in  ihe  tariff.  Allusions  of  thii  kind 
of  hia  hon.  Friend  had  been  made  to  ihem, 
Dot,  I  trust,  merely  in  a  factious  spirit, 
but,  perhaps,  for  the  purpose  of  faining^ 
the  advantage  in  debating  the  Income-tax. 
Bat  I  believe  tbat  Ihe  good  sense  end  dis- 
crimination of  the  people  of  this  country 
will  approve  of  the  steps  we  have  taken 
for  Ihe  reduction  of  the  duties  on  articles 
of  aubaistence  and  raw  materials  used  in 
lOanufoctnrea.  These  are  the  principles 
upon  which  I  propose  the  present  measure 
to  the  House,  and  on  which  it  is  my  in- 
tention to  submit  tbe  ether  measures  which 
I  hare  aooonnced,  The  right  hon.  Oen- 
lleman  baa  said,  that  tbe  meaiure  is  full  of 
inequalities.  But  t  would  ask,  what 
rigorous  and  comprehensive  meaaure  of 
taxation  could  be  proposed  without  being 
liable  to  the  same  charges  ?  You  must 
either  lesort  to  direct  or  indirect  taxation. 
It  is  but  a  comparison  of  evils.  I  have 
never  denied  that  a  ^od  deal  of  incon> 
tenience  arising  from  the  inquiries  that 
must  be  instituted  into  the  properties  of 
men  is  unavoidable  from  the  imposition  of 
an  locome-tax.  You  may  modify  or  mi- 
tigate the  inconvenience,  but  you  are 
bound  to  give  the  honest  as  much  security 
as  yon  can,  that  they  do  not  have  to  pay 
more  on  account  of  the  misconduct  of 
the  dishonest.  A  certain  degree  of 
inquisitorial  scrutiny  is,  therefore, 
■eparable  from  an  Income-tax.  But  the 
right  hon.  Geotleman  admits  that  if  a  tax 
be  levied  on  realised  pioperty  it  should 
be  levied  on  income  also.  He  will  not 
eonaent  to  separate  income.  These, 
howerer,  who  are  in  favour  of  a  tax  on 
realised  property  cannot  consistently 
for  the  noble  Lord's  motion,  and  as  his 
Feaolution  is  pointed  as  much  against  a 
tax  upon  realised  property  as  aeainst 
income,  when  the  right  hon.  Oentleman 
{laiiita  in  auch  glowing  and  eloquent 
colonra  the  position  of  the  man  labour- 
ing for  aubaistence  by  tbe  exerciie  of  hia 
intellect,  and  on  whom  my  proposition 
would  call  for  a  contribution  proportioned 
to  his  income,  I  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  his  sympathy  would 
■ot  be  equally  called  forth  on  behalf  of 
web  *  man  by  the  impoiition  of  a  house 


or  window  tax  ?  If,  Sir,  I  posseiaed  tbe 
eloquent  imagination  of  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman,  I  could  point  out  in  equally 
glowing  terms  the  position  of  such  a  man 
reduced  to  the  melancholy  alternative  of 
avoiding  the  window-tax  by  closing  up 
bis  windows,  or  of  paying  the  law  out 
of  his  scanty  income — I  might  paint  that 
man's  misery  when  he  saw  bis  children 
sitting  round  him,  and  no  alternative 
hut  either  Co  submit  to  the  impost,  or  to 
injure  (he  health  of  those  he  loved  by 
closing  the  windows,  shutting  out  th« 
light  of  day,  and  the  access  of  air.  An 
eloquent  man  might  draw  these  pictures  oF 
hardship  with  respect  to  any  lax  that 
could  be  imposed.  But  auppose  I  had 
submitted  a  plan  of  increased  aaseaaed 
taxes.  It  would  be  euy  to  prove  to  the 
noble  Lord,  that  the  consequence  of  that 
increase  might  lead  to  aevere  priva- 
tion. But  if  I  offer  to  tax  the  incomea 
of  men,  such  as  the  right  hon.  Gentls- 
man  has  described,  and  I  call  upon  a 
man  for  a  contribution  which,  if  that 
income  amount  to  300f.  will  be  rather  more 
than  81.,  and  if,  in  lieu  of  that,  I  can  pre- 
sent him  with  a  redaction  in  the  coat  of 
living,  tbati  ehall  compensate  him  for  Ihe 
fnll  amount  of  his  contribution  I  levy  upon 
him — If  I  can  give  him  cheaper  food,  if  I 
can  give  him  cheaper  furniture,  if  !  can 
give  him  articles  of  comparative  luxury  at  a 
cheaper  rate — which  is  thebest  proposal  for 
relief,  that  I  should  ask  for  him  to  contri- 
bute 8/.,  and  that  I  should  restore  10^  by 
means  of  the  diminished  cost  of  living,  or 
that  I  should  enable  the  rich  man  to  escape 
the  impost  by  going  abroad,  and  leave 
him  who  must  necessarily  remain  at  home 
subject  to  increased  taxation?  I  do  not 
deny  the  disadvantages  of  circumstances, 
but  feeling  the  necessity,  not  only  on 
account  of  our  political  necesailies,  which 
1  will  not  exaggerate,  but  which  I  say  are 
reparable,  which  I  am  cerlain  the  spirit 
and  energy  of  this  country  will  repair,  but 
which  in  order  to  repair  speedily,  will  re- 
quire great  exerrion  from  you,  I  call  upon 
you  to  make  that  exertion,  and  the  firat  step 
yon  take  to  wards  recovery — the  6rBt  demoo- 
Biraiion  of  your  willingness,  will  be  half  the 
victory.  If  you  are  afraid  to  submit  to 
■acrifices — if  you  paint  in  glowing  colours 
the  miserable  condilion  of  those  who  are 
lo  pay  tales — if  you  say  it  is  better  to  go 
on  on  the  present  system,  increasing  the 
debt  a  little  more,  funding  at  91 — Why 
are  the  3  per  cents,  at  91  I    Who  hai  : 
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made  tham  91 1  Publk  oradit  it  high — 
th«  faadi  hava  riieD—atx)  lay  you,  "  You 
can  hare  a  loan  eatily  now,"  Ob,  you 
miwrable  finsncien,  [  Laughter  and 
cAeeri.]  I  beg  pardon,  if,  in  ihe  heit  of 
debaie,  I  have  ui«d  a  word  that  may  givi 


that  of  going  on  year  after  year,  draggii^ 
out  a  miierabla  Hiateoce — going  on 
adopting  the  measnrea  of  out  oppooenia. 
[Chteri  from  tht  OppottlKM.]  Why, 
what  mesBuies  hive  you  propoaadT  la 
this   locome-Ux  yourt?     Have  we  med- 


oSence.    But  the  fundt  are  high,  becauie    died  with  the  laviogs-bankB  7    Han  «• 


you  have  ihown  a  diapotilion  not  to  resort 
to  a  lyitem  of  Joani  in  a  time  of  peace. 
The  funds  have  riien  ;  but  throw  out  my 
locaaie-iax,  at|d  a>k  for  a  fresh  loan  (o 
cover  your  deficiency  in  the  revenue,  and 
you  will  lie  the  force  of  the  argument, 
that  b^ausa  the  funds  are  at  91,  you  may 
wail  a  little  longer  and  have  a  loan.  No, 
thai  will  depreu  the  fundi —  that  will 
prove  a  TisioDBry  scheme— and  have  the 
effect  of  tinkiog  the  funds.  Funds  are 
high  while  you  mitinlain  public  credit,  and 
all  oar  disasters  may  be  repaired,  while 
there  is  a  conviction,  that  you  are  willing 
to  meet  your  difficulties.  The  nohle  Lord 
taunted  me  and  others  who  have  expressed 
their  intention  to  support  me,  because  I 
•aid,  in  proposing  these  meaiureSi  not 
only  that  I  proposed  them  with  the  cordial 
concurrence  of  my  Colleagues,  and  with 
their  united  responsibility,  but  I  said,  what 
was  superfluous,  perhaps,  that  the  decision 
of  the  House  on  the  great  outline  and 
principle  of  those  measures  must  neces- 
sarily decide  the  fate  of  the  Administra- 
tion. And  would  it  not  be  perfectly 
l^itimate  for  men  who  differ  on  various 
poinli,  and  entertain  doubts  on  several 
questions,  seeing  that  the  fate  of  great 
interests  are  involved,  if  ihey  have  confl- 
deuce  in  a  Qovernment,  to  demonitrate 
that  confidence,  by  waiving  their  piivate 
opinions,  and  giving  theit  support  to  that 
Government  whose  principles  they  gene- 
rally approve,  but  from  whose  individual ' 
tneasurcs  they  may  diSet  in  some  respecli, 
thinking  it  betlet  in  this  crisis  of  affiiira  to 
trust  them  than  men  who  are  at  least 
unfortunate  if  not  incompetent?  That 
would  he  a  justifiable,  a  wise,  and  a  patri- 
otic course  of  action.  I  said  not  too 
much  when  1  said,  that  upon  the  fate  of 
these  measures  the  existence  of  the  Go- 
vernment depended,  1  believe  it  will  be 
more  for  the  interest  of  the  Monarchy — 
more  for  the  strength  and  stability  of  the 
executive  Government  —  more  for  the 
credit  and  character  of  public  men,  that 
being  defeated  on  great  measures  like 
these,  we  should  commit  to  others  Ihe 
responsibility  of  conducting  public  affairs, 
than  that  we  should  lake  another  course, 


proposed  5  per  cent,  upon  the  cuatona, 
and  10  per  cent,  upon  the  assessed  taxes  t 
Have  we  taken  your  Corn-law,  or  your 
sugar  duties,  or  your  timber  duties  T 
What  does  the  taunt  mean,  then  I  What 
one  particular  measure  have  you  to  boast 
of  ?  "  But  you  have  adopted  our  prioci* 
pies,"  say  you.  When  did  you  avow  them  f 
In  the  import  duties?  Surely,  you  take 
no  credit  for  the  impart  duties.  Tht 
committee  oo  the  imported  duties  wai 
moved  for  by  a  gentleman  who,  as  he  is 
not  now  a  Member  of  the  House,  I  may 
name,  Mr.  Hume,  and  when  my  nobis 
Friend,  the  Member  for  Monmouth,  askad 
whst  the  object  of  the  committee  was,  Mr- 
Hume  explained,  that  it  was  to  esamine 
the  effects  of  our  Custorns  duties  on  im- 
ports, and  the  matter  was  psssod  over 
without  a  (ingle  word  being  said.  There> 
fore,  with  respect  to  the  principles  of 
commercial  policy,  that  the  right  hou. 
Gentlemen  opposite  should  claim  for 
themselves  an  exclusive  monopoly  in  n- 
gard  to  free-trade,  and  taunt  any  Uember 
who  dsres  to  trespass  on  their  manor  with 
interfering  with  private  property,  is  an 
assumption  not  at  all  justified  by  the  facts. 
The  propials  of  the  right  hon.  Qeoilemen 
were  not  brought  forward  in  the  meridian 
of  their  strength,  but  at  least  at  *  lime 
when  they  had  previously  declsred,  that 
tbey  had  forfeited  the  confidence  of  this 
House.  Now,  as  I  agree  in  the  opinions 
which  were  expressed  with  truth  and 
power,  that  ibera  may  be  various  opiniona 
on  Governments — that  some  may  prefer  ^ 
Monarchical  Government  and  some  an 
aristocratic  Government,  but  that,  as  it 
was  truly  said  by  Lord  Melbourne,  tbs^ 
worst  Government  that  can  exist  is  that 
which  has  not  strength  to  carry  the  great 
measures  it  proposes,  but  roust  live  by  the 
sufferance  and  forbearance  of  their  oppo* 
nents — cordially  concurring  in  that  opin- 
ion—I  speak  not  of  measures  on  which 
the  House  of  Commons  has  a  right  to 
exercise  its  judgment,  but  the  measures  of 
men  in  a  minority,  and  measures  to  carry 
which  the  Oov'ernment  may  think  it  essen- 
tial to  the  public  welfare — I  feel  myself 
justified  in  avovring,  ia  reference  to  Ihii 
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tbe^  vtre  ftlso  obliged  to  psf  an  hddubI 
inm  on  taking  out  their  liceoce.  These, 
tbey  aaid,  operated  like  an  Income-tax  on 
them,  and  they  therefore  prayed  that  their 
Lordships  would  not  Baoctioa  uty  bill  od 
the  iubjwtof  taxalioQ  which  did  not  make 
Boine  prorisioD  for  hariog  their  case  duly 
considered.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord 
■aid,  that  he  concurred  ia  that  part  of  the 
prayer  of  the  petidooers  which  soneht 
'  relief  from  uoequal  taxation.  The  view 
which  led  to  laying  a  tax  on  one  por* 
tioo  of  the  commuait^  from  which  all 
others  were  exempt  was  manifestly  un- 
sound ;  but,  nerertheleas,  it  seemed  to 
have  found  iarour  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Legislature  when  it  was  first  proposed. 
It  was  somewhere  about  forty  years  ago 
when  Mr.  Pitt,  adrerting  to  his  intention 
of  taxing  the  class  of  professional  men  to 
which  the  petitioners  belonged,  said,  he  bad 
a  proposition  to  make  which  he  was  sure 
would  meet  with  the  approbation  oftnea 
of  all  parties.  It  was  a  plan  to  lay  a  tax 
on  attonies.  The  announcement  was  re- 
ceired  with  loud  cheers,  and  erentually 
the  measure  waa  passed  into  a  law.  He 
(Lord  Brougham})  howevBr,  did  not  think 
it  was  a  just  one,  and  he  hoped  the  case  of 
tte  petitioners  would  be  considered. 
Petition  laid  on  the  Table. 


Court  o?  Appuu]  Lord  Camp- 
6dl  !  My  Lords,  I  rise  to  move  tne 
■econd  ruding  of  the  IhIIs  which  1  hare 
had  the  honour  to  la^  upon  your  Table 
to  improve  the  admin istr&tion  of  jus- 
tice in  this  country— with  the  hope  that 
further  consideration  may  hare  removed 
tbo  objections  stated  to  them  when  they 
were  first  brought  forward.  Mr  object  is 
to  establish  this  House  as  the  sole  court  of 
appeal  in  the  last  resort  for  the  whole 
empire,~-wiih  power  to  sit  for  judicial 
business  during  the  whole  judicial  Jew, — 
and  that  there  ahall  be  a  permanent  judge 
to  preside  in  the  Court  of  Chancery.  I 
think  no  one  will  deny,  that  the  object  is 
desirable ;  and  the  only  question  is,  whether 
it  be  attainable.  I  allow,  that  if  the  present 
system  practically  works  well,  we  are  not, 
with  a  view  to  theoretical  perfection,  to 
resort  to  "  the  lottery  of  I^islation."  I 
seek  to  remedy  practical  grievances,  and 
to  guard  against  evils  which  are  palpably 
gathering  around  you,  The  same  indi- 
vidual cannot  much  longer  be  permitted 
to  preside  in  this  House  and  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery.  Will  my  noble  and  learned 
Friend  on  tfae  Woolsack  d«oy,  that  the 
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most  serious  obstruction  to  the  due  admi- 
nistration of  justice  arises  from  this  com- 
bination of  incompatible  duties  in  his  per- 
son ?  Are  not  the  suiton  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery  thereby  anrieved?  For  three 
days  in  the  week  while  Parliament  is  mt. 
ting  is  he  withdrawn  entirely  from  that 
court — whereby  the  business  ts  moat  seri- 
ously intenupted,  and  he  is  deprived  of 
the  assistance  of  a  separate  bar.  Thui, 
for  many  years,  an  oriKinal  cause  baa  seldom 
been  heard  before  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
and  in  the  hearing  of  appeals  lane  arreara 
have  sometimes  accumulated.  But  from 
the  change  that  has  lately  been  introduced 
by  the  appointment  of  two  additional  Vic»- 
Chancellors,  unless  the  Chief  Judge  in  the 
Cnurt  of  Chancery  Is  permitted  to  devots 
the  whole  of  his  time  to  it,  the  appeal* 
now  coming  beftM^  him  cannot  posaihly  be 
disposed  of.  I  understand  that  there  arc 
already  three  times  as  many  appeals  stand- 
ing to  be  heard  as  there  were  this  timo 
twelreroooth,  and  that  in  the  course  of  a 
few  months  the  number  will  be  greatly 
increased.  There  are  now  twice  as  many 
courts  to  be  appealed  from  to  the  Cbieif 
Judge  in  Chancery.^and  must  you  not  in- 
crease his  time  for  hearing  appeals  which 
before  was  barely  sufficient?  These  evils 
will  be  perpetually  felt  under  the  present 
system.  But  bow  are  they  aggravated 
upon  a  change  of  Government?  The 
great  officer  who  presides  here  must  be 
changed  ;  hut  where  is  the  necessity  for  a 
change  in  the  Chief  Judge  in  Chancery 
more  than  in  the  King's  Bench,  Common 
Pleas,  or  Exchequer — except  that  by  an 
antiquated  usage  originating  from  acct- 
■      "hie?  Ji  '         -    ■      -  - 


dent,  the  Chief  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery  occupies  the  Woolsack,  having 
earned  tne  confidence  of  the  public  From 
his  learning,  ability,  xeal,  and  expe- 
rience,'—when  still  in  the  vigour  of  bis 
intellect — he  is  laid  aside,  to  make  room 
for  one  who  may  be  in  all  respects  hia 
inferior  in  the  qualities  of  a  judge.  Of 
course,  my  Lords,  I  mean  no  rafiection  oa 
my  noble  and  learned  Friend  now  on  the 
Woolsack,  With  reference  to  the  recent 
change  I  am  willing  to  belleVe,  that  al< 
though  the  sun  set,  no  darkness  followed. 
But,  supposing  the  succeeding  judge  to  be 
quite  equal  to  his  predecessor,  see  what 
mischieft  are  necessarily  produced.  There 
mav  be  many  cases  which  have  been  heard, 
ana  which  stand  for  judgment,  when  them 
is  a  sudden  transfer  of  the  Great  SeaL 
The  bearing  hwins  again  before  the  new 
Chancellor,  ud  he,  too,  may  be  deprived  of  , . 
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tkU  HouM  anil  tb«  judicitl  cmunittM  <^ 
the  Prirf  CouDdl,  tlie  lyBtua  would  be 
imperfect,  and  a  coneotidatum  of  the  two 
would  be  required.  I  will  not  repeat  what 
I  befbn  ui^  of  the  iiiiperfectioQa  of  the 
latter  tribaoal  m  its  harioe  no  tixed  head 
— m  judfM  who  are  bouita  to  attend— and 
BO  cortain  timet  c»f  littiag.  Suppoaot  that 
theae  could  bo  cuied,  how  are  you  ma 
to  ^  rid  of  the  danger  of  coatrarietf  of 
dacuioa  i  What  ia  the  great  object  of  a 
court  of  appeal  ia  the  last  resort  i  To  ob- 
tain uniformily  ri  decision,  and  that  the 
law  may  be  authoritatively  promulgated.— 
to  escape  that  raiserable  serritude  where 
law  is  TSgue  or  unknown.  To  hare  two 
final  oourta  of  appeal  of  equal  authority 
not  assignad  to  different  branohn  (rf  tba 
law,  but  before  both  of  which  the  rery  aame 
quoatiuni  of  law  may  be  brought  is  an  ab- 
surdity. Nav  the  very  same  question,  the 
same  atate  of  facts  may  be  brought  before 
both  courts,  and  decided  differently.  The 
validity  of  a  marriage  may  be  tried  in 
the  eoclesiastical  courts  in  a  suit  of  jac> 
tdtation  of  marriage,  which  would  ulti- 
nately  be  decided  by  the  judicial  com- 
mittee, and  the  nlidity  of  the  same 
marriage  might  be  tried  in  an  ejeotmeat 
in  a  court  of  common  law,  and  brought 
upon  a  apecul  verdict,  to  he  decided  by 
this  House.  Each  would  wlr  consider 
the  dedaioD  of  the  other  to  be  treated 
with  respect,  and  to  be  adopted  if  approved 
of,  but  to  be  overruled  if  thou^t  erroneoua. 

A  man  may  thus  he  set 

in  respect  of  marrying  a  < 
may  be  ordered  by  the  spiritual  const  to 
chuiab  as  his  wife,  at  bed  and  board,  under 
pain  of  excommunication.  But  the  incon- 
venience IK  practically  experienced  at  tbb 
momeat.  1  wo  or  three  years  ago  there 
was  a  case  decided  by  the  judicial  com- 
mittee, I'etuw  T.  Bank  tg  Beiigal,  an 
appeal  from  the  Supreme  Court  at  Cal- 
cutta, upon  the  important  subject  of  mu- 
tual credit.  My  noble  and  learned  Friend 
utting  near  ma  (Lord  Brougham),  and 
his  brother  members  of  the  committee  felt 
themselves  called  upon  to  dist«^;arda  train 
of  well  coi»idtfed  determiwitioDS  of  the 
courts  of  Wettminater  Hall,  and  to  reverse 
the  Indian  jodnoent  founded  on  these  de- 
taminatioaa.  1  do  not  pmome  to  say 
thia  docition  was  wrong,  altboogh  it  was 
apdast  my  streDOoos  argument  as  counsel, 
and  I  iboald  bave  bean  glad  to  bring  it 
before  this  Honss.  PimI  between  the 
partiea,  it  is  to  no  means  conBidered  as 
finally  aettling  toe  law.  Tbe  Terysameques- 


tioa  haa  recently  arisen  before  Vioe*Chan. 
celloT  Eni^t  Bruoe,  and  ha  has  seat  it  for 
the  opinion  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleaa, 
It  may  very  likely  craie  before  your  Lord- 
sfaipi.  and  yon  may  be  fdeased  to  adhere  to 
the  old  oaaes  npaet  by  the  Judidal  Com- 
mittee, who  woold  no  doubt  Npport  their 
own  decisioD.  A  court  of  demier  reaort 
must  at  all  events  be  conaistent  with  itself. 
How  are  mercantile  transaotioos  in  the 
mean  time  to  be  regulated.  "  Under 
which  king,  BexmianK'  Surely  there 
cannot  be  a  greater  evil  than  tin  clashing 
in  the  same  state.     The 


pablio  tranquillity  of  this  metropolis  waa 
latdy  endangered  by  the  collisioa  between 
House  m  Commona  and  the  Court  sf 
Kii^'a  Bench  on  the  subject  of  privilege) 
and  I  lotdc  with  dismay  to  the  present  die« 
tracted  state  of  ray  native  countzy,  arising 
from  the  conflict  between  the  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  courts.  In  iioth  these,  the 
oonatitution  would  probably  be  found  te 
have  provided  a  remedy,  and  the  supi*> 
macy  of  one  of  the  struggling  tribunals 
established  by  process  of  law.  But  it 
is  allowed,  that  the  House  of  Lords  and 
the  Judicial  Committee,  are  perfoctly  co< 
equal  as  courts  of  appeal,  and  neither 
could  conacientioualy  adopt  tlie  law  laid 
down  by  the  other,  unless  it  accords  with 
the  private  opinion  of  those  who  decide^ 
There  would  be  some  practical  safety  if 
tbe  Members  whocon9ur  iatbe  judgmetits 
of  the  two  tribunals  were  the  same ;  but 
this  is  by  no  means  the  esse;  there  is  no 
aecemit?  for  anjr  Pear  beinjf  present  in  the 
Judicial  Committee  j  and  it  almost  inva- 
riably happens,  that  a  majority  of  the 
Court  are  Commoners ;  the  Judge  of  tbe 
Admiralty,  and  the  Judge  of  the  Preroga* 
live  Court,  not  even  being  now  sum* 
moned  to  this  House  as  assistants,  althougb 
I  mean  that  they  should  be  aummoBsd  is 
future  along  with  the  Vics-Chancellan.  I 
trust  it  is  unnecessary  to  dwdl  on  the 
mbor  inconventences  which  duplidtv  flf 
courts  of  demier  resort  occasions,  sudi  at 
the  embamsamant  necessarily  occasioned 
by  their  both  silting  at  tbe  same  time,  tbe 
impossibility  of  having  a  good  bar  for 
eitner,  and  tbe  additimal  aipeose  whiob 
is  thrown  upoo  the  suitor.  Prtsu  ^cts^ 
the  unity  I  propose  is  wsforable.  Wbat 
then  is  the  opjection?  1  have  heard  none 
serioutly  brought  forward  except  novelty, 
and  when  thta  is  examined,  it  will  be 
found  wholly  unfounded  is  foct.  I  shall 
show,  that  this  meaaare  is  only  a  restoia- 
tioa  to  your  Lordships  of  that  jurisdiction 
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whid)  w«  •xomwd  hy  ytm  taouian.  |  Pluitageiirt  dyoutv.  But  on  the  ■ccw- 
Vfhva  I  had  }ut  tbo  honour  to  tddrM*  |  lioo  of  th«  Houw  oi  Tudor,  whw  the  at* 
yoarLordibipt  on  thu  ut^scti  I  ventured  j  tempt  vu  made  to  rule  by  preroguin 


to  iotimatt  an  opinion,  that  anciently  all 
appeal!  wen  to  tlte  Sorareigo  id  Farlia> 
nwati  and  that  the  sepantion  of  the  Priry 
Coonidl  from  thii  Houee,  aa  an  indepen- 
dent Court  of  Appeal,  wat  a  deviation 
ftom  the  original  juridical  coutitution  of 
this  country,  aa  aettled  by  iu  great  founder. 
King  £dward  let.  Thii  opinion,  my  Lord*, 
has  aince  been  rendered  quite  clear  and 
certain  by  the  meandiea  of  Mr.  John 
M'Quaen,  a  gentleman  of  great  legal 
and  antiquarian  knowledge  now  employed 
in  pr^nnngfor  the  pccn  a  publication  re- 
apectiog  the  biatory  and  pioceedinge  of 
tfaia  Houae  which  1  am  persuaded  will  he 
fiwad  of  gT«at  vae  to  the  public  He  haa 
found,  tut  originaQf  Prify  Councillors 
vera  sammoned  to  thit  Houb»  at  the  com- 
qienceme&t  of  every  Parliament  as  well  u 
die  judges.  They  formed  the  ordinary 
council,  which  waa  a  part  of  the  Common, 
or  Great  Council  where  the  king  presided. 
All  write  of  error  being  to  I^liameBt, 
thCT  were  sometimes  refened  by  the  House 
of  Lords  to  the  Privy  Couacitlora.  who  re- 
ported their  opinion.— upon  which  judgment 
v»  mren  by  the  House  of  Lwda,  For 
this  there  is  vouched,  ai  an  illustratioo,  a 
remarkable  record  in  the  Prior  of  M«n- 
t^tie'a  case,  which  occurred  in  the  time 
of  Bidiaid  Snd,  and  shows  a  judgment 
given  by  the  House  of  Lords  accor^ng  to 
uw  then  established  course  after  such  a 
icfitrwce.  Parliament,  in  those  times, 
met  at  least  once  a  year,  and  often  three 
times  —  at  the  great  festivals  of  Christ- 
maa,  Esatar,  and  Pentecost.  Triers 
tS  petitions  were  appointed,  not  only 
for  England,  but  for  Guernsey,  and 
Jersey,  and  I  believe  this  form  la  still 
ebserved.  ^Lord  Bedesdaltt  Triers  are 
still  i^pointed  for  Normanby,  Oascouy, 
and  Acqnitsine.3  A  nobla  Lord,  wdl 
versed  in  all  your  proceedings,  ioferma 
Tou,  that  you  still  exercise  a  shadowy 
jurisdiction  over  the  continental  statea, 
formerly  attached  to  the  English  mo- 
narcfay-  But  in  ancient  times,  this  waa  a 
real  Juriadiction.  During  the  ^ort  period 
that  Scotland,  in>m  the  treacheir  of  Ed- 
ward let,  waa  in  a  state  of  feudal  subjec- 
tion to  England,  there  were  not  only  biers 
HipcHnted  for  Scotland,  but  Balliol  and 
Bruce  wtre  cited  to  appear  as  parties  to 
appeals  from  Scotland  at  the  bar'  of  this 
House.  The  Privy  Council  was  thus  in- 
corporated with  tae   Lords  during  the 


snd  PariiaoiaDt  wb«  only  rarely  assembledi 
and  that  for  the  purpose  of  voting  supplies 
to  the  Crown,  the  Privy  CouociT  astumed 
a  judicial  power  independent  of  this  House- 
rhen  sprung  up  the  >3tar  Chamber,  a  Com> 
mittee  of  the  Privy  Council.  Bnt  it  is  not 
till  the  end  of  the  17th  century  that  there 
were  aweah  from  Guernsey,  and  Jersey, 
to  the  Kiag  in  Council,  instead  of  to  the 
King  in  Parliament.  After  a  diligent 
search  in  the  records  of  these  islands,  sod 
of  the  Privy  Council,  the  first  iottance  of 
an  appeal  from  !tbe  Channel  Islands,  heard 
by  the  Privr  Council  under  the  direct  re- 
ference of  the  Sovereign,  was  iq  the  year 
1573.  But  a  record  has  been  found,  show., 
iog  that  in  the  reign  of  Edward  2nd,  the 
course  was,  that  there  waa  first  an  appeal 
from  the  oourta  of  the  island,  to  commis< 
Bumera  i^ipointad  by  the  Crown,  and  from 
these  conmisnonera  there  lay  a  writ  of 
error  in  Parliament,  sued  out  m  Chanoanr 
as  firom  the  courts  of  Westminster- Half. 
The  opinion  propounded  by  General  Pow> 
nal ,  and  pretty  generally  fallowed,  turns  out 
to  be  quite  erroneous,  that  the  apfta]  always 
was  from  Guernsey  and  Jeraev  to  the  King 
in  Council,  as  It  was  supnoaea  to  have  been 
in  Normsndy  to  the  Dulce.  The  mode  of 
appealing  from  Ireland  hariiw  been  find 
iu  very  early  times  to  be  to  this  Houae,  it 
so  coatinura  till  the  year  1782.  There- 
fore,  according  to  analogy,  the  appeal 
from  the  Amerioan  colonies  ought  to  have 
been  to  this  Houee— that  ia  to  say,  to  the 
King  in  Parliament,  and  not  to  the  King 
in  Council.  The  Channel  Islands  will  re- 
joice in  again  coming  under  your  jarUdic* 
tion,  and  it  will  sive  satis&ction  bevond 
the  Atlantic  and  Pacific,  if  you  riiould  ap* 
point  triers  of  petitions  for  America  and 
Australia.  Some  persons  wholly  ignorunt 
of  the  consdtntional  history  of  the  coun- 
try, have  Bu^eated  thnt  it  would  be  un< 
conatitutioQU  to  brin^  the  colonial  appeals 
from  the  Privy  Council  before  his  Majesty 
in  Parliament,  but  this  change  would  not 
only  practically  be  a  K^t  advantB|[e  to 
the  colonies  in  providing  them  with  a 
better  tribunal,  but  in  truth  ia  entirely  iu 
accordance  with  ancient  precedent  I 
allow,  that  the  independent  jurisdiction 
of  the  Privy  Council  over  coloiuai  iqtpeals^ 
although  originally  founded  on  usurpation 
ia  not  to  be  questioned,  and  I  only  take 
this  glance  at  the  (dd«n  time  to  anawec 
those  who  would  oppose  ntodern  ImjmT«« 


y  Google 


Cmrrt  of  Appeal. 


{LORDS} 


Court  of  Appeal. 


ment  on  the  ground  that  we  ihonlH  respect  I  their  example  ?    If  it  be  lesa  alarming  to 
the  wiadom  of  our  ancestors.    It  happens   an^  noble  Loida,  vou  may  acrarding  to 


rthis  as  it  has  done  on  other  occasions, 
the  practices  complained  of  and  de- 
fended are  a  departure  from  our  earlj  in- 
ititutioos,  and  that  those  who  are  de- 
nounced as  deitructiveB  are  not  onl^  re- 
formers, but  restorers  of  our  earlj  insti- 
tntioOB.  Why  tliea  should  you  not  agree 
to  this  great  improrement  ?  There 


the  appeals  from  the  AdmiroUr,  Ecclesias. 
deal,  and  Colonial  courts.  The  questions 
thus  coming  before  you  will  be  the  most 
important  which  can  come  before  any  hu- 
man tribunal — questions  on  the  law  of  na- 
tions--questions  respecting  the  rights  of 
peace  and  war^|uestions  on  the  canon 
and  statute  law  n-ntectiog  marriage  and 
legitimacy— and  sucn  questions  on  the  co- 
lonial law  as  that  now  depending  on  an 
appeal  from  Newfoundland,  whether  a 
House  of  Assembly  established  by  the 
Crown  to  make  laws  for  the  colony  in  con- 
juncture with  a  LeKislative  Counal  and  the 
gonmtv  has  the  privilege  belonging  to  the 
House  of  Commons  in  the  mother  country 
of  imprisoning  any  one  of  the  Queen's 
subjects  for  what«Ter  !t  may  TOte  a  con- 
tempt. It  has  been  said  this  is  not  the 
time  to  make  further  changes  in  the  Court 
of  Chanorry,  but  I  think  I  have  ihowD  that 
the  changes  you  have  already  made  render 
Others  inevitable,  aad  that  you  cannot  stop 
in  your  present  position  without  manifest 
iojuatics  to  the  suitors  and  to  the  public.  It 
is  said,  time  n-ould  be  wantingfor  the  House 
of  Loids  to  get  through  the  new  business 
to  be  brought  before  you.  The  remedy  is 
in  my  bill,  permitting  the  House  under 
the  sanction  of  the  Crown  to  sit  fbr  the 
despatch  of  judicial  business  after  a  proro- 
gation. Your  two  capacities,  political  and 
judicial,  are  entirely  distinct.  In  your 
political  capacity  you  can  only  act  concar- 
rently  with  the  House  of  Commons  in  full 
Parliament.  In  your  judicial  capacity  you 
are  entirely  disconnected  fhtm  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  you  are  only  the  highest 
court  of  josHce  in  the  liingdom.  This 
Court  mi^t  have  been  constituted  of  mem- 
bers entirety  different  from  the  House  of 
Lorda-"M  the  Supreme  Court  in  Ame- 
rica is  compoaed  of  members  diffarent  from 
the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Represetita- 
tivei.  It  was  formerly  thought  that  the 
courts  at  Westminster  couM  only  sit  in 
Term  time.  They  now  sit  in  vacation  as 
often  and  as  lobs  as  the  exigencies  of  busi. 
twHlc^ain.    Wbyshtrald  yoanotfiillo* 


ancient  usage  appoint  a  conimiitee  t 
for  the  hearing  of  appeals  during  the  re- 
cess, and  adopt  their  report  when  Parlia- 
ment is  re-assembled.  As  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  permanent  judge  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  the  ui^ncy  is  so  great  and 
the  advantages  so  obvious,  that  the  mea- 
has  be«i  recomtnendad  by  every  ofM 
whose  opinion  deserves  to  be  regarded 
upon  sncn  a  subject,  and  it  has  been  only 
delayed  from  the  difficulty  of  providing  at 
the  same  time  a  high  judicial  officer,  who 
with  constant  judicial  employment  may 
preside  on  the  Woolsaclc  in  tnis  House,  and 
being  a  member  of  the  Cabinet  may  advise 
the  existing  Government  on  all  l^;al  and 
constitutional  questions.  T  tmst,  there* 
fore,  that  all  the  three  bills  will  receive 
the  sanction  of  your  Lordships,  noless  my 
noble  and  learned  Friend  shall  show  you 
that  the  existing  system  is  practically  per- 
fect, or  that  my  measure  would  be  no  r»* 
medy  icn:  the  defects  to  which  it  is  subject. 
With  these  observations  1  now  move  your 
Lordships  to  give  a  second  reading  to  the 
Bill  for  tran^erring  the  Admiraity,  Ec- 
clesiastical and  Colonial  appeals  from  the 
Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Coundl 
to  this  House. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  ibis 
question  bad  been  ao  much  discussed  npm 
a  former  occasion,  when  his  noble  Friend 
moved  for  leave  to  introduce  this  bQl,  that 
he  did  not  think  it  would  be  necessary  for 
him  to  engross  much  of  their  Lordship^ 
time  in  canvassing  the  points  to  whidi  bis 
noble  and  learnt  Friend  had  referred. 
Indeed,  he  hardly  knew  that  he  ought  to 
be  heard  at  all ;  at  all  events,  he  ud  not 
think  he  should  obtrude  himself  on  an 
occasion  of  this  kind,  because  one  of  the 
objects  of  the  bill  was  to  shut  tlie  doors  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery  against  the  Chan- 
cellor for  the  time  being.  Not  only 
wBs  he  no  longer  to  preside  as  Chan* 
cellor,  but,  a<»oiding  to  the  proTinona 
of  his  o(A)Ie  Friend's  bill,  ne  would 
not  even  be  eligible  to  that  high  jndi- 
dal  office  which  it  was  the  object  til  bia 
noble  Friend  to  create.  Her  Majesty  had 
no  power,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
his  noble  and  learned  Friend's  hill,  to 
place  in  that  situation  the  person  holding 
the  great  seal  far  the  time  bdng.  But 
not  only  so,  a  learned  and  noble  Friend  of 
his  (Lord  Cotteiiham),  wbo  sat  near  him, 
whose  experience  in  courts  of  equity,  when 
jadicial  talenti  and  attginmenta,  wen  At.-.  t)y 
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tlooe  would  be  decliire  of  tlie  chftncter  of 
thit  tribua&l,  and  the  care  and  pains  it 
took  In  ita  judicial  decisioas.  Id  enry 
eve  of  impnrtuice  the  judgment  was 
written — it  was  not  ahastyjud^eat,  tim« 
wfeB  taken  to  consider,  and  the  judgment, 
when  delirared,  was  writteti,  insuring  ac- 
aincy,  diligence,  attention,  drcutnsncc- 
tioD.  Then  he  might  also  anpeal  to  ttioae 
Te^  reports  to  which  his  noble  and  learned 
Friend  Dad  referred  in  confirmBtian  of  the 
dill^eace,  the  legal  ability,  the  sound 
judgment  manifested  in  the  decisions  of 
that  tribunal.  This  was  the  tribunal 
whlcli  bit  noble  and  learned  Friend,  by 
his  bill,  was  in  the  first  inatance  desirous 
of  inducing  their  Lordships  to  abolish 
br  appealing  to  some  ancient  times  and 
tircuuitanoes,  when  it  was  supposed, 
peiliapa  not  incorrectly,  that  this  tri- 
bunal fbrmed  part  of  their  Lordships' 
House.  Me  did  not  think  their  Lord- 
abips  would  be  disposed  to  adopt  such  a 
■URgeitinU]  and  ttiey  must  always  re- 
member that  the  abolmon  of  this  tribunal 
was  the  rerv  basis  of  his  noble  and 
teamed  Friend's  whole  system.  Such  was 
the  very  bill  now  before  them — the  foun- 
dation uf  the  entire  change  he  proposed  to 
Introduce.  He  was  not  at  all  blind  to 
the  imperftctions  of  that  tribunal.  What 
trlbuoal  was  there  in  the  world  that  was 
not  liable  to  some  obeerration  with  respect 
to  InddeDtal  dlsadrantagei  ?  It  had  been 
•aid  over  and  over  agata  in  that  House, 
when  discussing  the  merits  of  that  tri- 
tnioal,  that  it  wanted  a  member  of  the 
lefial  profession  ae  its  president.  His  noble 
and  learned  FriendfLonl  Cocienham)  had 
declared  himself  of  the  same  opinion.  IF 
be  could  induce  his  noble  and  kamed 
Friend  who  was  the  &tfaer  of  the  measure 
(Lord  Brougham)  to  place  himself  fbr 
the  public  gmd  In  the  situation  of  president 
]n  that  tribunal,  he  thought  there  would 
be  nntbing  more  to  desire.  Batbts  noble 
and  learned  Friend  had  said  the  Judges 
attended  roluotarily ;  and  nothing  was  ao 
bad  as  a  tribunal  consisting  of  judges 
whose  attendance  waa  roluntary.  He 
thought  that  was  an  eiaggenition— the 
tiatemeat  was  incorrect.  His  noble  and 
hsmed  Friend  himself  bad  a  seat  at  the 
Judicial  Committee  of  the  Pri^  Council. 
By  the  act  of  Pariiament  creating  the 
tfibnnal,  power  was  reserred  to  the  Crown 
to  create  two  judges.  Hia  noble  and 
learned  Friend  was  created  by  her  present 
M^eety  under  that  power,  first  a  Member 
*f  Ika  Privy  Cmncil,  and  «ft«rwardt  • 
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Judge  of  that  tribunal.  Could  it  be  aald 
that  (heattendance  of  bis  noble  and  leaned 
Friend,  under  such  circumstances,  waa 
Toluntary?  Having  entered  into  an  en- 
gagement, baring  pledged  his  bith  to 
attend,  it  was  his  oounden  duty  to  attend  ; 
his  attendance  at  that  court,  of  which  he 
was  one  of  the  most  efficient  Meroben,  was 
not  Toluotary.  Again,  there  were  sereral 
pervons  in  the  situation  of  judges,  both  of 
ecclesiastical  courts  and  at  common  law, 
who  were  made  Priry  Councillors  with  the 
same  riew,  and  on  the  faith  of  their  at- 
tendance on  the  court;  who  could  Say  tbefr 
attendance  was  roluntary?  Haring  ac- 
cepted the  office  Of  Privy  Couacil lor  under 
such  circumstances,  they  were  bound  by 
the  Same  engagement  a*  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend,  and  they  were  bound  In 
point  of  duty  to  attend.  The  judicial  at- 
tendance, tnetefbre,  waa  not  voluntary. 
Qut  his  noble  and  learned  Friend  had  de- 
signated the  court  a  fluctuatlne  tribunal. 
He  thought  that  It  «at  a  tribunaladtniraUy 
adapted  to  the  business  which  came  before 
it,  and  for  this  reason — there  were  variooa 
kinds  of  law  agitated,  discussed,  and  settled 
before  It — there  were  questions  of  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  law ;  well,  tbere  were  judge* 
who  had  been  brought  up  io  ditnuaiu 
and  administering  civil  and  ecdeaiaaticau 
law,  and  when  questions  of  that  nalDTt 
arose  tbeir  attendance  wu  alwaya  reqult«d. 
Again,  when  iquestiont  of  equity  arotr, 
there  were  Judges  tnia  the  equity  courta 
members  of  that  tribunal,  and  when  andi 
questions  were  discussed  their  attendance 
was  requested,  and  they  fbrmed  part  o! 
the  court.  There  were  questions  of  ooo)> 
mon  law  discussed,  and  there  were  Hem- 
ben  of  the  court  who  were  also  judges  of 
common  law,  and  they  attended  on  these 
occasions  to  gire  sentences  atid  decfda. 
There  were  questions  of  Hindoo  and  Ma> 
homedan  laws  discussed,  In  cases  the  re- 
sults of  which  were  often  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  parties  concerned ;  and 
in  cases  of  this  nature  the  court  had  the 
assistance  of  parties  fbmiliar  with  these 
laws,  and  who  had  acted  as  judges  In 
India.  He  asked  the  House,  if — con- 
sidering what  the  nature  of  the  questions 
which  came  before  the  tribunal  in  question 
often  was — he  asked  it  whether  he  nad  not 
fiilly  estatriished  the  fact,  that  the  tri- 
bunal was  admirably  adapted  to  the  per- 
(brmance  of  the  duties  it  had  to  go  thrmigb. 
And  yet  this  was  the  tribunal  which  hia 
noble  and  learned  Friend  wiriied  to  aboIhA 
after  the  uperineesf  the  mvAlag^nit*... 
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migbt  Bay,  that  they  could  be  here  in  the 
mootbs  of  November  and  December. 
Why,  in  the  moothB  of  November  and 
December  they  would  be  engaged  in  tbeir 
judicial  duties,  and  it  would  be  a«  difficult 
for  them  to  attend  then,  aa  it  was  now, 
daring  the  sitting  of  Parliament,  On  the 
whole  he  coniddered  the  plan  proposed  to 
be  impracticuble;  as  intpracticaUe  as  he 
conceired  it  to  be  migcfaieroufl.  Suppoae, 
however,  it  were  practicable,  and  suppow 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  and  his  noble 
and  learned  Friend  (Lord  Brougham], 
and  he  knew,  that  both  were  most  anxious 
to  discharge  their  duty, — suppose  that 
tbey  attended  during  tiie  prorogation,  of 
what  would  the  House  coaust  i  The  Lord 
Chancellor  and  the  two  noble  and  learned 
Lordij  and  perhaps,  also,  his  other  noble  and 
learned  Friend.  [Lord  Cotlenham  :  "  No, 
no!"]  Then  bts  noble  and  learned  Friend 
would  not  attend.  He  (the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor) was  not  surprised,  for  he  suspected 
that  his  noble  and  learned  Friend  who  was 
practically  wise,  not  merely  theoretically 
wise,  would  dissent  from  this  proposition 
of  sitting  daring  the  recess.  But  assuming 
that,  of  what  did  the  Privy  Council  consist? 
Of  ibe  now  persons,  and  also  of  the  judges 
who  had  not  seats  in  this  House.  Here 
the  Judges  sat  only  as  adrisen  of  their 
Lordships;  tbey  could  give  no  vote  or 
decision  upon  any  question  before  the 
House;  but  in  Ine  Fiivy  Council  they 
sat  as  judges  of  the  court.  But  his  nobte 
and  learned  Friend  said,  there  were  two 
appellate  tribunals,  and  what  inconveni- 
ences resulted  from  two  appellate  jurisdic- 
tions 1  Tbey  had  nothing  to  do  with  each 
other.  Their  Lordships  in  tbeir  appellate 
capacity  sat  to  decide  cases  in  equity  and 
in  law  from  England,  Ireland,  and  Scot- 
land ;  their  jurisdiction  was  ascertained, 
limited,  and  defined.  The  Privy  Council 
had  jurisdiction  to  decide  appeals  in  ti 
and  equity  from  the  colonies  and  from  the 
ecclesiastical  courts ;  that  jurisdiction  waa 
likewise  limited  and  defined.  These  juris- 
dictions could  not  cross  each  other.  But 
his  noble  and  learned  Friend  said,  there 
might  be  a  conflict  of  decisions  ;  but 
unuss  the  two  appellate  tribunals  crossed 


eadi  other.  And  suppose  the  same  ques- 
tion should  come  before  the  Priry  Council, 
and  on  appeal  from  a  court  of  equity  or  of 
common  law  before  this  House,  was  it 
likely  that  the  decisions  would  be  at 
variance  i  Were  not  all  the  courts  ascus- 
tomed  to  loolc  up  to  the  decisions  of  thii 
House  as  guides  f    There  was  no  probabi- 


lity of  any  collision;  at  the  same  time  he 
did  not  mean  to  say,  that,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, there  was  no  chanee  of  sudi. 
conflict.  All  that  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  said  was,  that  it  was  poaaible  such  a 
conflict  mi^ht  arise  ;  and  he  stated  a  case 
which  It  WBS  possible.  But  was  the 
pooaibility  of  such  a  result  a  reason  why 
such  an  alteration  should  be  made  f  Was 
it  not  better  to  wait  till  it  happened  f  But 
then  his  noble  Friend  took  it  that  confi- 
dence could  not  be  placed  in  the  Lmd 
Chancellor  utting  ana  giving  a  judgment 
bis  court,  and  then  sitting  as  B  judge 
appeal.  It  was  a  common  thing  in  a 
court  of  equity,  that  there  was  the  rehear- 
ing of  a  case  by  a  party  who  bad  decided 
'  t.  It  oevsr  yet  had  be«n  suggested  by 
ny  psrty  that,  on  a  rehearing,  the  judge 
did  not  act  with  the  same  impartiality  as 
ifthecasewereentirelyoewtohim.  There, 
then,  the  case  wasau  appeal  from  the  same 
judge  to  the  same  ju^e.  But  in  that 
House  it  was  not  the  same  judge  who  sat 
alone  to  hear  and  try  an  appeal.  His  nobis 
and  learned  Friends  gave  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor the  benefit  of  their  assistance ;  and 
he  must  my,  that  he  thought  it  an  advant- 
age, that  the  judge  who  decided  the  cause 
snoutd  be  present  on  the  bearing  of  the  ap- 
peal. There  were  other  judgn  on  such 
an  occanon  always  present,  perfectly  ready 
to  take  care  that  he  should  not  deput  from 
the  line  of  bis  duty.  It  washiaO[Hnion,thBt 
no  man  waa  fit  to  be  judge  wbo  could  not 
be  prepared  to  decide  a  case  with  the  same 
impartiality  on  an  appeal  aa  the  person  to 
whom  it  was  altogetfaer  new.  The  only 
Bpprehenrion  to  be  entertained  was,  that 
from  80  over-caution,  he  might  be  led 
astray  to  the  other  side.  But  suppose, 
now,  that  the  plan  of  his  noble  and  lew-ned 
Friend  were  carried  Into  effect,  they  would 
have  as  Chancellor  one  who  never  was  in 
a  court  of  equiir,  who  never  had  the  op- 
portunity of  mating  himself  master  of  aQ 
Its  difficulties,  but  who  must  be  "  cram- 
med "  for  the  occasion  when  bis  assistance 
as  judge  should  be  required.  Thus,  then, 
it  was  proposed,  that  there  should  be  an 
appeal  from  a  judge  who  had  devoted  his 
whole  life  to  equity,  to  one  wbo  might  be 
ignorant  of  its  fonns.  The  appeal  was  to 
be  from  the  man  emiuentfor  bis  knowledge, 
character,  and  talents,  to  one  of  whom  the 
public  mi^t  iinow  little,  and  itt  whom 
the  profession  would  have  no  confidence. 
A  fitter  plan  for  putting  an  end  to  ap- 
peals in  equity,  there  could  not  be  than 
the   measure  of  his  noble  and   learned   , 
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Friend,  if  carried  into  effect  Anotlier 
poiot  to  be  conBidered  was,  the  time  at 
whidi  this  plan  was  proposed.  Only  three 
en*  four  moDths  had  elapsed  since  their 
Lordships  had  passed  a  bill  tuaking  a  new 
regulation  for  the  Court  of  Chancery.  No 
one  could  as  yet  tell  hov  the  bill  was  likely 
to  vofic,  and  now,  if  this  tvere  carried  inlo 
effect,  it  would  rescind  the  main  provisions 
of  that  bill.  Such  were  the  obstrrations 
that  be  had  to  make  upon  the  measure  of 
hia  noble  Frieod.  He  had  beard  of  many 
■OfCgeetions  for  improving  the  appellate 
jurisdiction  of  that  House ;  but,  that  of  hia 
noble  and  learned  Friend,  he  considered 
more  extraTagsnt  and  more  objectionable 
than  any  that  had  preceded  it.  On  these 
grouods,  he  moved,  that  the  bill  be  read  a 
second  time  that  day  rix  months. 

Lord  Brougham  remarked,  that  his  no. 
Me  and  learned  Friend  was  wrong  in 
supposing  that  the  reason  why  there  were 
not  more  appeals  from  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor to  the  House  of  Lords  was,  that  it  was 
an  appeal  from  the  same  person  to  the 
same  poson.  If  that  were  the  case,  upon 
ft  change  of  Ministry,  there  would  be 
abondaot  appeals  from  the  decision  of  one 
Chancellor  to  his  luocessor ;  for  instance, 
it  might  htTS  been  expected  there  would 
bare  been  appeals  ftom  him,  when  he  re- 
tired as  Lord  Chancellor,  to  his  noble 
Friend  fthe  Lord  Chancellor),  when  he 
Bucceedea  him  in  that  office-  There  were, 
when  he  was  Chancellor,  more  appeals  to 
the  House  of  Lords  in  bis  two  first  years 
of  oi&ce,  than  in  the  two  last,  not  above 
fire  or  six  in  the  whole  four  years,  be 
believed  ;  and  since  his  niAle  Friend  (Lord 
Cottenham)  had  quitted  office,  he  believed 
there  had  been  DO  appeals  from  his  decisions 
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to  their  Lordibips  be«des  those  preriously 
entered.  As  to  tJie  conflict  of  decisions,  be 
thought  his  noble  and  learned  Friend 
(Lord  Campbell)  had  much  exaggerated 
the  mischief.  It  was  true,  that  the  de- 
cinaas  of  the  Privy  Council  were  not 
binding  upon  this  House,  and  that  the 
decisions  of  this  House  were  not  binding 
apon  the  Privy  Council.  But  the  two 
tribunals  received  the  decisions  of  each 
other  with  respect,  and  they  had  not  hi- 
therto varied  a  tittle.  The  danger  of  con- 
flict was  obviated  by  the  good  sense  of  the 
judges.  But  suppose  the  worst  came  to 
the  worst,  and  the  case  of  "  Young  v.  the 
Bank  of  Bengal "  had  gone  before  the 
Vice-Chaacellor,  and  had  been  appealed  to 
this  House  after  the  question  had  been 
decided  by  the  Judicial  Committee)  what 
VOL.  LXII.    ISZ} 


would  be  the  consequence?  Why  a  de- 
claratory act  would  be  passed  by  the  Le- 
gislature,  as  it  would  clearly  appear  that 
so  much  doubt  and  difficulty  embarrassed 
the  question  that  it  was  necessary  to  de- 
clare what  the  law  was.  He  begged, 
however,  to  be  understood  as  stating,  that 
he  entertained  no  doubt  whatever  of  the 
soundness  of  that  decision.  He  had  never 
maintained,  any  more  than  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend  on  the  Woolsack,  that  the 
JudiL-ial  Committee  of  the  Priry  Couocil 
was  B  tribunal  incapable  of  further  im- 
provement ;  and  he  thought  that  a  diffi- 
culty had  been  experienced  ^m  time  to 
time  from  the  want  of  a  permanent  bead, 
though  be  was  br  tmm  supposing,  that 
the  want  would  be  well  supplied  by  tbe 
arrangeroeut  to  which  the  kindness  of  hia 
noble  Friend  (the  Lord  Chancellor)  bad 
referred  as  being  pressed  upon  him,  that 
of  his  (Lord  Brougham)  undertaking  the 
office.  It  had  been  supposed  that  he  had 
suggested,  some  jears  ago,  that  the  whole 
of  the  appeal  business  should  be  transferred 
from  this  House  to  the  Privy  Council ;  but 
be  had  proposed  no  such  thing;  he  had. 
only  proposed  to  their  Lordships  to  arul 
themselves  of  the  judicial  committee  as 
ancillary  to  appeals  m  this  House,  in  order 
to  enable  the  House,  whilst  retaining  its 
whole  appellate  jurisdiction,  to  avail  itself 
of  the  Judicial  Committee  in  any  cases 
which  it  chose  to  refer,  by  receiving  a 
report  from  the  committee,  keeping  in  its 
own  hands  a  complete  control  over  tbe 
decision,  though  obtaining  the  full  aid  of 
the  judicial  committee,  and  this  was 
really  no  deviation  firom  tbe  most  ancient 
course  of  proceeding  in  this  House.  By 
his  plan,  he  retained  the  assistance  of  the 
judges,  whilst  bis  noble  Friend  dispensed 
with  their  services  altogether,  unless  they 
happened  to  be  Peers  of  Parliament.  Ha!d 
his  noble  Friend's  plan  been  law  some 
years  since,  they  would  have  been  deprived 
of  the  assistance  of  tbe  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  the  judges  of  the  law  courts,  and 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  some  of  the 
first  judicial  characters  that  ever  adorned 
these  courts,  mther  in  point  of  talent  or 
integrity,  they  at  the  time  not  being  Peers 
of  Parliament.  Need  he  mention  amongst 
them  such  men  as  Lord  Tenterden,  Sir 
W.  Grant,  Chief  Justice  Mansfield,  Sir 
W.  Wynne.  They  could  not  hare  had 
the  assistance  of  such  men,  nor  could 
Sir  J.  Nicholl  nor  Sir  William  Scott 
be  present  at  a  single  case,  however 
advantageous  it  might  be  to  arail  tliem> 
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selves  of  their  learning,  capacity,  snd  ex- 
perience. Not  one  of  these  judges  could, 
by  his  noble  Friend's  plan,  have  sat  as 
judges  at  the  hesriagof  a  cause.  They 
niKht  have  assisted  as  attendants  on  the 
Woolsack,  without  crossing  the  invisible 
line  that  separatee  the  Woolsack  from  their 
Lordships'  House,  but  not  one  of  them 
could  have  given  bis  voice  in  those  judi- 
cial matten  in  which  they  were  moat 
peculisriy  capable,  he  might  say,  exclu- 
sively competent  to  deliver  opinions  as 
judges.  Thus  they  might  have  had  a 
question  on  the  law  of  natiom,  on  which 
Sir  W.  Scott,  not  being  a  Peer,  could  not 
say  B  word — they  might  have  had  ques- 
tions ID  equity,  in  which  Sir  W.  Grant 
dare  not  speak — they  might  have  had 
questtoDS  peculiarly  belongiag  to  a  cun- 
slstorisl  court,  on  which  Sir  W.  Wynn 
must  be  silent— or  if  any  of  these  did 
spesk.  it  could  be  only  in  whispers,  as 
persons  who  attended  on  that  House,  but 
could  form  no  part  of  it  as  a  judicial  tri- 
bunal, He  put  it  to  the  good  sense  of  his 
noble  and  leamrd  Friend  whether  a  court 
M  constitu  ed  could  cnmmand  greater  res- 
pect from  tilt-  suitors  and  the  country, 
than  H  court  conftituted  in  the  way  of  the 
Judicifll  Committee  of  ibe  Privy  Council  ? 
Whether  were  ihey  to  prefer  a  tribunal  of 
appeal  where  the  judges  were  the  most 
competent,  or  where  the  judges  were  the 
least  competent  f  Upon  thew  and  other 
grounds,  not  nef^nary  sgain  to  state,  be 
wa*  dit^posed  to  vote  a^inst  the  Kcond 
mding  of  thi*  bill. 

Lord  CatitpbtU  i  I  feel,  that  the  oppo- 
■liion  of  my  noble  and  learned  Friend  on 
the  WoiilsBck  is  fital  to  these  hills  for  the 

C resent  Srsiiinn  of  Purlianient,  hut  thongh 
e  can  esiity  succeed  in  rrjecting  them,  I 
concrive  he  hus  utterly  hiled  in  assigning 
any  sufficient  reason  why  they  should  not 
pass.  He  has  not  even  denied,  or  at- 
tempted to  palliate  the  evils  eiperienced 
in  the  Court  of  Chancery  from  the  Chief 
Judge  being  called  amay  half  bis  lime  to 
bear  appeals  in  this  House.  He  does  not 
venture  to  controvert  my  statement  re- 
specting the  multiplication  of  appeals  in 
Chancery  from  the  appointment  of  the  two 
Vice-Chancel liirs,  or  undertake  to  be  able 
to  dispose  of  them  during  the  time  at 
present  Hppropriated  for  that  purpoee.  He 
has  nut  said  a  word  of  Lady  Hewley'a  case, 
or  suggested  that  I  hare  in  any  respect 
overstated  the  miscbiefe  arising  to  the 
Buiiors  from  the  Chief  Judge  being  re- 
moved along    with  tbe  Goveniment   to 
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which  h«  is  attached.  Nor  has  he  pro* 
posed  any  other  remedy  for  these  evils. 
With  respect  to  the  ultimate  bearing  of 
appeslE,  he  has  not  been  able  to  mentioB 
any  other  country  in  the  world  when 
there  is  the  absurdity  of  having  two  co- 
equal courts  of  the  last  resort  for  tbe  de- 
termiuation  of  the  same  q^uestlon,  and  be 
contents  himself  with  saying,  that  as  no 
dangerous  collision  between  the  two  hu 
yet  taken  place,  none  such  can  ever  arise, 
although  the  circumstancei  are  now  varied, 
and  1  cited  him  an  instance  of  the  mischief 
being  at  this  moment  practically  in  opera- 
tion. Nor  has  he  adduced  a  single  argu- 
ment to  show,  that  this  House  might  not 
well  he  the  single  court  of  dernier  resort 
for  the  empire.  But  my  noble  and  leamed 
Friend  very  facetiously  begins  by  com- 
plaining that  my  bill  for  appointine  &  per- 
manent judge  in  the  Court  of  Cnancery 
excludes  him  fur  tbe  present  fiwin  that 
situation.  Were  he  serious,  I  should  tell 
him  this  is  only  matter  of  detail  to  be  con- 
sidered in  oommittee,  and  that  my  objert 
was  to  prevent  the  multiplication  of  juagea 
in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  I  having  it  on 
his  authority  that  there  are  already  too 
many.  Without  this  restriction,  bewould 
have  taunted  me  with  levying  new  burdens 
00  the  country  when  tbe  Exchequer  is  im- 
poverished. From  nmnog  the  three  Vioe- 
t:hanoellors,  and  the  Master  of  the  Ralla> 
tbe  first  Chief  Judge  is  to  be  selected,  and 
although  none  of  them  may  possess  tb* 
learning  and  industry  of  the  present  Chao- 
oellor,  1  cannot  help  thinking  that  one  of 
them  having  no  distraction,  might  nt 
through  ths  business  as  rapidly  and  satia- 
factnnly  as  he  at  present  does.  But  my 
noble  and  learned  Friend  sflects  a  discon- 
tent at  the  exclusion  which  ha  does  not 
feel.  He  hardly  wishes  to  lay  down  hii 
&SCM  in  this  House,  snd  to  devote  the  rest 
of  his  dars  to  demurrers  and  exceptions. 
Contented  with  present  enjoyment,  ho 
knows  "  he  may  go  farther  and  bro 
worse."  Then  he  complains,  that  I  ap- 
ply this  self-denying  ordinsnce  to  the 
late  Chancellor  of  Ireland.  That  person 
is  not  probably  much  aggrieved  by  the 
exclusion,  as  were  his  qualificatinni  much 
higher  for  the  situstion,  there  is  not  muofa 
chance  of  its  being  offered  to  the  authorof 
hills  which  my  noble  and  learned  Friend 
denounces  as  tainted  with  radicalism.  But 
he  ssys,  no  charge  is  brought  against  tbe 
members  of  the  Judirial  Committee.  Nor 
was  any  charge  brouglit  against  the  judgei 
in  the  commiuion  <^  delegates  when  aj  ., 


y  Google 


\ei 


Court  nf  Appeal. 


iAnitU} 


Cmrt  qf  Appeal. 


198 


ndile  wd  leftrned  Friend  wlio  aits  near  me 
in  the  fear  1833,  proposed  to  transfer  the 
lieariog  of  appeals  from  them  to  the  Privy 
Council,  liiose  judges  had  done  their 
duty  to  the  beat  of  their  abilitjr,  and  blamt 
was  imputed  only  to  the  system.  Then 
my  noble  and  learned  Fnend  delivers  an 
eloquent  panegyric  on  the  well-working  of 
the  Judicial  Cumniittae,  became,  he  says, 
from  its  miscellaneous  members,  there  is 
an  admirable  tribunal  conetituted  for  every 
particular  cause,  whether  it  iovolvea  com- 
mon law  or  equity,  the  law  of  nations,  or 
thecanoa  Itiir,  the  lawof  France,  Spain,  or 
Holland,  Hindoo  law,  or  Husselmau  law. 
My  noble  and  learned  Friend  waa  strenuous 
in  bis  eihortation  to  me  to  be  diligent  and 
puBolual  in  my  attendance  at  the  board, 
and  intimated  an  opinion,  that  my  atteod- 
anoe  was  not  voluntary,  but  that  I  was 
midertn  implied  obligation  to  attend.  His 
observations  show  that  he  does  not  eon- 
•ider  himself  under  the  same  obligation, 
or  that  lie  neglected  it.  [Lord  Chait- 
cellor;  I  do  not  think  I  waa.]  f  am 
nther  at  a  lost  1o  understand  on  what 
■round  the  obligation  should  be  coasi- 
qered  more  cogent  on  me— but  I  will  not 
Auther  diacun  thia  point,  and  I  will  try 
to  bo  goreroed  by  my  noble  and  learned 
Friend's  precept  rather  than  bis  example. 
But  if  be  had  heen  at  ^1  regular  in  his 
aHandaooe,  I  think  ha  would  hare  beei 
■vara  that  geperally  the  same  individuals 
fomn  Uio  tribuaal  during  the  aittingi,  from 
whaterev  court  or  quariar  of  tbe  globe 
Uw  appeals  ma^  come,  I  am  very  fiu-  ftom 
queuioniDg  Ibsir  competency.  But  what 
1  «y  is,  that  yoa  might  more  beouficially 
ban  their  antatancelo  the  House  of  Lords. 
My  DoUe  and  learned  Friend  should  recol- 
lect that  my  proposal  is,  that  the  Judge  of 
the  Admirtdty  and  the  Judge  of  the  Pre- 
MMtlve  Court,  as  well  as  the  Vice-Chan- 
celltwa,  (to  whom  you  may  add  (he  Ex-In- 
dian Chief  Juaticea,  if  you  please),  should 
be  placed  on  tbe  Woolsaok,  where  you  can 
hare  all  tbe  oommtm-law  Judges,  whereas 
there  are  only  two  belonging  to  tbe  judicial 
committee,  and  tbey  are  generally  absorbed 
M  the  bnsineas  of  their  own  courts ;  and 
I  hope  the  number  will  not  be  increased 
ualesa  all  tbe  fifteen  Judges  are  to  be  made 
Privy  Councillors, 

Lgrd  Bnmgiam  :  1  entirely  agree  with 
my  noUe  and  learned  Friend  as  to  the  in- 
Tidinusness  of  making  a  selection  without 
a  fixed  rulct  but  there  may  be  a  fixed  rule, 
snob  aa  taking  the  senior  puisne  Judge 
frmsMb  ceoit. 


Lord  Campbell:  But  will  the  senior 
puisne  Judee  be  always  a  person  who 
would  be  willing  and  well-qualified  to  sit 
in  a  court  generally  occupied  with  busi- 
ness so  very  unlike  that  to  which  he  has 
been  accustomed,  and  when  from  age  or 
infirmity  he  may  meditate  retreat.  But, 
says  niy  ban.  and  learned  Friend  on  the 
Wuolniick,  am  I  to  be  pinned  down  here 
with  two  unlucky  compeers  to  dispose  of 
appeals  after  the  12th  of  August,  and  so 
tbrougb  Seolember  and  October,  when  all 
the  rest  of  the  world  are  employed  in  ^oot- 
inggrouse.paTtridges,  and  woodcocks.  Mr 
noble  and  learned  Friend  knows  full  well 
that  1  do  not  seek  to  interfere  with  his  long- 
vacution  recreations,  and  that  I  only  pro- 
pose that  the  House  may  sit  when  neces- 
sary during  the  judicial  year.  Parliament 
now  seldom  sits  before  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary, and  where  would  be  the  hardship 
on  my  noble  and  learned  Friend  if  in  the 
months  of  November,  December,  and 
January  he  were  to  be  employed  in  hear^ 
ing  appeals  in  this  House,  instead  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery?  But  he  is  afraid, 
notwithstanding  any  law  to  tbe  contrary, 
that  there  might  be  political  discussion 
during  these  vaca^on  sittings.  What  is 
my  noble  and  learned  Friend's  own  con> 
duct  at  our  morning  sittings  ?  Keen  po- 
litician aa  he  ia,  I  have  not  yet  heard  him 
during  the  hearing  of  a  Scotch  appeal  rise 
and  break  out  with  a  speech  in  favour  of 
the  Corn-law,  w  to  show  tbe  necessity  for 
an  Tncome-tax,  although  there  be  no  posi- 
tive law  to  forbid  such  unseasonalde  ha- 
ranguing; and  he  may  surely  give  others 
credit  for  being  able  to  curb  their  desire 
to  mix  politics  with  judicial  proceeding  in 
obedience  to  an  act  of  Parliament.  But 
my  Lords,  there  can  be  little  use  in  farther 
commeiitin|[  on  the  speech  of  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend,  which  be  succeeded  in 
making  very  amusing,  knowing  that  if 
he  had  resorted  to  grave  reasoning  he  must 
fail.  For  the  present  the  measure  is  de- 
feated ;  but  I  ao  not  despair  of  seeing  it 
carried  before  long,  and  with  the  powerful 
support  of  my  noble  and  learned  Friend. 
Although  strong  in  the  profession  of  his 
opinions  at  the  moment,  he  cannot  be  ac- 
cused of  obstinacy.  I  could  mention  more 
than  one  important  measure,  which,  having 
warmly  opposed,  he  baa  patronised  with 
equal  warmth.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  in 
the  history  of  the  Prisoners'  Counsel  Bill, 
which  was  so  often  introduced  before  it 
was  carried,  although  now  all  approve 
of  it,  that  my  noble  and  learned  Frisad 
"3 
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made  tbe  best  speech  against  it  and  for  it. 
He  haa  to-niglit  made  a  very  able  speech 
against  these  bills,  but  when  thev  are  nnt 
brought  forirard  I  trust  he  will  make  a 
■till  better  speech  in  their  &vour,  and  that 
being  passed  under  his  auspices  they  will 
be  found  to  have  introduced  a  subetiinttal 
im proven) en t  into  the  adtninistratioD  of 
justice  in  this  country,  and  give  him  an 
additional  claim  to  the  admiration  of  pos- 
ter! tv> 

Tbe  Duke  of  IVellingttm  wialied  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  one  point  to 
which  his  ooble  and  learned  Friend  on  the 
WoolsacJc  had  not  adverted.  It  was  ne- 
ceasary  that  the  great  office  of  Lord  Chan 
cellor,  which  was  of  such  high  importance 
on  account  of  the  judicial  duties  beloogiog 
to  it,  on  account  of  its  giving  the  }>ower  to 
preside  over  the  debate*  of  that  House,  and 
on  account  of  the  great  poaition  which  it 
conferred  in  her  Majesty's  councils,  should 
be  filled  by  one  well  acquainted  with  the 
laws  of  this  country.  They  should,  tfai 
fore,  take  care  that  the  person  whom  they 
placed  in  that  poeitioa  was  not  ignorant  of 
those  laws,  or  unacquainted  with  theii 
daily  practice  in  the  highest  courts  in  tht 
kingdom.  If  the  subject  was  to  be  brought 
forward  in  a  liitare  Session,  he  hoped  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  would  take  care  to 
introduce  a  provision,  that  the  person 
filling  the  office  of  Lord  Chancellor  should 
be  a  barrister  of  fifteen  jrears'  standing 

Lord  Campbell  said,  the  noble  Duke 
was  under  a  rerv  unnecesaarr  apprehen- 
sion that  these  billa  would  incrcuse  the 
danger  of  a  disqualified  person  being  a|>- 
pointed  Lord  Chancellor.  As  the  law  now 
stood,  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  Lord 
Chancellor  being  a  barrister  at  all,  and  in 
pcuot  offset,  Sir  Thomas  More,  in  the  rei(;n 
of  Henry  8th,  was  the  first  layman  who  hnd 
beenCbancellorforcenturies.  The  publi 
would  continue  to  have  the  same  guaranti> 
Bgunst  a  bad  appointment  in  public  opi 
Dion  and  the  responsibility  of  the  advisers 
of  tbe  Crown.  The  Chancellor  to  preside 
in  the  House  of  Lords  become  the  sole 
court  of  appeal  in  the  last  resort  for  the 
whole  empire,  ought  to  he  one  of  the  most 
accompli^ed  lawyeia  of  tbe  day,  although 
he  no  longer  paya  occasional  risita  to  the 
Court  of  Chancery ;  and  everv  motive  that 
now  exists  for  selecting  such  a  person  to 
be  Chancellor  would  remain  in  full  force. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  thought  that, 
under  the  measure  proposed  by  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord,  an  unfit  person  might 
possibljr   be  appointed  Lord  Cbaocellor, 


andtherefore,  he  thought  the  pntTisioo 
Irable  that  he  should  be  a  barrister  of 

fifteen  years'  standing. 

Bills  put  off  for  six  months. 
House  adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Monday,  AprilU,  1842. 
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Petitiovs  aoainst  the  Imcome. 
Tax.^  Mr.  7*.  Duncomda  moved  tbe  re- 
Bumption  of  the  debate  on  the  question 
ihat  the  petition  presented  on  Friday, 
8th  of  April,  against  the  Income-Ut  be 
brought  up. 

Order  of  the  Day  read. 

Sir  R.  Peel  was  sorry  he  could  not  ac- 
cjuieice  in  the  motion  of  the  hon.  Member, 
thai  the  petition  be  brought  up.  As  be 
had  stated  on  a  former  occasion,  he  did 
not  ofTer  opposition  to  the  presentattoi)  of 
ihe  pelition  from  any  appiebension  that 
the  country  p:enerally  was  adverse  to  the 
propDiali  of  ilie  Government.  He  did  not, 
however,  mean  to  nay,  that  a  great  oamber 
ofpeliiions  might  not  by  active  exertions  be  c  by 
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had  no  binding  effect  beyond  tiie  Session 
in  ifhich  it  was  pasied.  Where  there  was 
a  standing  order  it  was  competent  for  the 
Speaker  to  interpose,  and,  TortiEed  by  that 
Standing  order,  to  prevent  discutaioDS  on 
the  presebtation  or  petiliohs  ;  and  that 
constitJied  the  distincilon  between  a 
standing  order  and  a  resolution,  which  lat- 
ter he  appiehended  had  no  force  beyond 
Ibe  Session  when  it  was  agreed  to. 
Consequeutty,  the  prevention  of  debates  an 
the  presentation  of  petitions  rested  very 
inuch  on  the  same  basis  as  the  refusal  to 
receive  petitiooa  against  a  tai  or  duty.  It 
wti  founded  on  a  sense  of  public  conve- 
nience fortified  by  nsage.  In  the  one  case 
the  usage  had  existed  160  years,  and  in 
the  other  only  fire.  He  did  not  deny 
that  he  had  reason  to  believe,  that  his 
Opinions  on  this  subiect  were  not  univer- 
sally prevalent.  Me  knew  it  was  unpopu- 
lar to  oppose  the  presentation  of  petitions. 
As  he  luid  said  before,  he  bad  no  personal 
interest  or  motive  to  oppose  the  presenta- 
tion of  these  petitions ;  hut  he  did  not 
know  how  a  roan  could  fairly  discharge 
bis  duty,  if  he  abstained  from  preiting 
that  on  the  HoUse  which  ha  believed  tD 
be  consistent  with  propriety.  It  was  bel- 
ter to  Bubrait  a  matter  of  this  kind  fairly 
to  the  Honae,  and  let  it  be  determined  by 
the  House,  than  to  presume  that  the  prac- 
tice of  15U  years  ought  to  be  departed 
from  without  the  least  si^ument,  and  at 
onc«  to  give  assent  to  that  which  might 
be  deem^  popular.  He  mutt  persevere 
in  lh«  determination  he  had  eapressed  on 
a  late  occasion  when  this  question  wasdis- 
cussed,  finding  himself  Ibrtitied  by  a  prac- 
tice of  150  years,  during  which  period 
the  House  had  refused  to  receive  petitions 
ogainit  taxes ;  and  he  fell  so  strongly  the 
inconvenience  of  establishing  a  precedent 
which,  in  titnes  of  greater  difficulty,  might 
be  appealed  to  for  the  purpose  of  embar- 
rassing the  public  service,  that  be  must, 
in  compliance  with  what  he  conceived  to 
be  a  sense  of  doty  to  the  country,  offer 
his  resistance  to  the  motion  of  the  hon. 
Member :  and,  taking  this  course,  he  did 
not  conceal  from  himself  the  power  which 
the  ban.  Member  and  others  possessed,  of 
offering  petitions  of  ibis  son,  and  pro- 
voking debates  on  them,  which  might  give 
rise  to  greater  inconvenience  than  even 
the  reception  of  the  petitions.  He  did 
not  deny,  that  this  inconvenience  might 
arise,  but  feeling  bimietf  tight  in  the  ob- 
jection he  now  made,  he  must  deal  with 
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that  inconvenience  as  it  arose,  and  he 
could  not  give  bis  assent  to  the  alteration 
of  what  had  been  the  practice  of  the 
House  for  a  very  long  period. 

Viscount  Houiick  agreed  with  the  right 
hon.  Bsronet  in  the  general  propriety  of 
adhering  to  the  dsages  of  the  House,  and 
his  opinion  on  this  point  was  so  strong, 
that  he  had  come  down  the  other  night 
with  the  intention  Of  tiot  supporiiog  the 
motion  of  the  hon.  MeHiber  for  Fihsbury ; 
but  he  did  not  think  that  their  fldmlralion 
of  the  former  practices  end  ussges  oF  the 
House  ought  to  be  blind  and  unreasoning; 
and,  in  his  opinion,  they  were  bound  in  all 
cases  to  consider  whether  the  reasons  ott 
which  the  eiisting  practices  and  usagea 
had  been  founded  still  existed  and  wer« 
applicable.  If  those  reasons  still  existed. 
It  would  be  found  the  soundest  wisdotn  lt> 
adhere  to  the  usages,  but  if  the  reasons 
no  longer  existed,  then  they  would  act 
much  more  wisely  if  they  made  their  prac> 
lice  conformable  lo  the  change  of  elrcutn- 
stances.  He  thought  it  had  been  shown 
moat  clearly  on  a  fofmer  night,  by  hb 
hon.  Friends  the  Members  for  Edinburgh 
and  Devonport,  that  the  grdtlnds  on  which 
the  old  practice  was  founded  no  longer 
existed.  The  chan(;e  made  in  the  mode 
of  receiving  petitions  had  entirely  taken 
awsy  the  reasons  on  which  the  ptactiee 
for  rejecting  petitions  like  the  present  was 
originally  founded  ;  Bhd,  since  the  adop- 
tion of  that  new  mode,  it  was  impossible 
for  the  presentation  of  any  rbnceiviMe 
number  of  petitions  to  Impede  the  pto- 
gress  of  the  puUic  business.  He  cott- 
curred  with  the  right  hon.  Baronet  in  at- 
taching importance  to  the  preservation 
of  those  rules  of  the  House  by  which 
Monday  and  Friday  were  reierved  for  the 
Government  business;  because,  afler  all, 
thsl  was  the  business  of  the  country,  and, 
as  the  right  hon.  Baronet  ttuly  Hated, 
those  days  were  not  to  eel  apart  for  the 
personal  convenience  of  the  Meinbera  vf 
the  Oovernment,  but  for  (he  advantage  of 
the  public  service.  Ha  gave  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  some  proof  that  be  enief- 
lained  ibat  feeling  very  Strongly,  as  be 
voted  with  him  against  a  motion  on  the 
subject  on  a  former  eveoiog,  benaise  he 
believed  it  would  Interfere  with  that  prac- 
tice; bnt  it  was  demonstrated  to  him  be- 
yond all  doubt,  that  the  reception  of  this 
petition  could  in  no  respect  tend  to  inter- 
fere with  that  rule.  On  the  contrary,  aa 
his  hon.  Friend  had  shown  tnoitclearlyf  :: 
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bale  BR  opposite  effect.  It  nna  the 
tennnce  of  it,  not  the  change,  ihat  would 
pre*ent  the  time  of  the  House  froni  being 
devoted  to  other  great  queMiuni,  For 
thia  would  be  the  neceMary  consetjuetice. 
They  were  tiow  discussing  the  question 
whether  thia  petition  should  be  received. 
Suppose  It  were  decided  tn  tiie  negetite. 
His  hoD.  Friend  might  have  another  pe- 
tition to-moriow(  he  might  give  notice  of 
hia  intention  to  present  it,  and  might  again 
dividfl  tht  Home.  Every  other  hon.  Mem.- 
bar  might  take  the  same  coursa,  and  those 
boa.  Htnhars  to  whom  the  petitions  were 
intrasted,  if  they  found  any  petition  ex- 
pressing the  feelings  of  a  considerable 
i>ody  of  people,  might  think  it  their  duty 
t«  bring  that  fact  under  the  notice  of  the 
Houie>  and,  as  his  hon.  Friend  argued 
ibe  other  night,  they  would  have  a  right 
to  ^  farther,  and  every  night  that  the 
Hoilia  Went  into  committae  of  supply,  or 
of  ait*  measure  involving  taxation,  every 
botl.  Metuber  tnight  stale  the  number  of 
ptrsont  by  whooi  any  petition  on  the  sub- 
ject was  signad,  and  the  substance  and 
^yer  of  thai  petition ;  and  he  would 
uk  whether  that  would  not  touch  more 
Mfioualy  intarfen   with  the  conduct  of 

EM'k  bssinass  than  changitig  a  rule  which 
ad  been  for  tome  time  in  force?  But 
tk«  riEht  hoti,  Baronet  said,  that  the  recep- 
tKin  of  petitions  would  very  much  interfere 
with  taiea,  even  in  catea  where  they  ware 
aosi  DMnaary,  if  they  were  allowed  to  be 
debated.  No  doabt  of  it;  he  at  once 
•riniited  it.  But  if  they  received  peti- 
tiOBs,  Ihsy  were  mach  onore  likely  to  ei- 
dttdw  debates  upon  them  than  if  they 
adopted  thia  coane.  The  right  hon.  Ba- 
l«aet  said,  this  rale  of  not  debating  peti- 
tioDS  rasled  only  ao  the  same  ground  as 
the  usage  it  was  now  proposed  to  change, 
■ad  that  the  one  waa  of  five  years'  atand- 
iaf,  whilst  the  other  waa  of  150  years' 
atanding.  But,  if  he  were  not  mistfthen, 
tbve  wks  no  direct  resolution  of  the  House 
ftr  Bot  receiving  petitions  on  the  subject  of 
Usatioo,  vrfailst  there  waa  as  to  not  pef- 
aittiog  debate!  upon  petitions.  But  then, 
ill  the  tne  cawt  the  rule  wai  eatential  to 
the  dnc  condact  of  public  business,  and 
in  the  other  it  was  not.  The  rule  against 
dabalCs  on  petitions,  now  that  petitions 
were  to  nnmerova,  was  obviously  in  the 
i^nioa  of  S-lO^i  of  the  House  necessary 
in  oidar  to  gat  through  the  business  they 
■igbt  ^va  to  perform  1  but  the  other  rule 


was,  in  his  opinion,  equally  unoeeessary. 
When  lie  found  thai  after  two  days'  con- 
sideration of  this  question  the  right  hon. 
Bsronet,  with  all  bis  eiperience,  all  his 
power  of  stsllng  forcibly  his  rensoos 
ag;ainst  taking  any  course  of  which  he  dis- 
approved, cnuld  allege  no  one  ressoa 
whatever  against  the  change  that  was  now 
proposed,  escept  thai  it  was  a  change,  ha 
could  not  hesitate  as  to  the  vote  he  should 
give.  He  certainly  frit  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  bid  stated  the  onRO  to  the  Housa 
most  temperately  and  fairly  [  hut  wishing, 
upon  his  own  part,  as  much  as  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  upon  his,  toeapedite  public 
business,  he  could  not  but  regret  the  course 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  adopt  in  voting  with 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Finsbury, 

Mr.  Mihtes  said,  thit  if  the  people  got 
into  the  habit  or  petitioning  againil  isxa- 
tioD,  and  no  doubt  such  habit  might  be 
very  easily  got  into,  the  osse  might  well 
occur  that  universally,  ot  slmosi  univer- 
sally,  when  this  House  wis  voting  any  lai 
an  enormous  body  of  petitions  of  ihe  peo- 
ple of  England  might  be  presented  against 
it.  The  consequence  would  be,  that  the 
decisions  of  this  H»use  on  matters  of 
taxation  would  be  brought  into  disrespect, 
and  there  would  be  a  notion  aroong  the 
people  that  the  House  did  not  fairly  repre- 
sent the  opinions  of  the  people.  And  he 
could  not  help  thinking  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Finibury  had  some  norion  of 
that  kind  in  his  head,  and  would  render 
tha  people  discontented  with  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  House.  He  therefore  called 
upon  the  Membeis  who  were  saiisfied  with 
the  constitution  of  that  House  to  consider 
whether  it  were  right  to  abandon  at  once 
their  ancient  ussge.  During  the  ten  yeara 
that  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  sat  on  the 
Ministerial  side  of  the  House,  with  a  pro- 
fessedly popular  Government,  they  never 
thought  of  reforming  what  they  now 
seemed  to  regard  ai  an  abuse)  and  now, 
when  a  tax  was  proposed  whii.'h  would,  in 
his  opinion,  elicit  fewer  petitions  than  any 
other  lax,  which  wai  more  equal  than  any 
other  tax,  he  thought  it  was  not  a  proper 
time,  without  some  more  sufficient  reasons 
than  had  yet  been  given,  for  changing  the 
ussge  of  150  years, 

Mr.  //.  Berkeley  said,  his  reason  for 
wishing  to  say  a  few  words  on  this  subject 
was,  that  he  had  had  presented  to  htm  a 
requisition  from  his  constituents  signed  by 
upwards  of  1,000  persoas.  They  com- 
plained of  not  being  permitted  to  exprew 


y  Google 


307  Pttitiant  againtt  {COMMONS} 

their  opinion  tonchiiig  a  Ibi:  wliich  bore  so 
unjustly  as  this,  and  as  Ifaey  were  unable 
to  approaci)  the  House  themcelves,  they 
expected  their  representatives  to  stand  for' 
war's  in  their  places  in  Pailiauient,  and 
exprest  their  sentiments,  although  they 
would  much  rather  have  expressed  them 
OD  this  occasion  by  petitions  to  the  House. 
His  bun.  Colleague  had  a  requisition  to 
the  same  eSect ;  he  knew  not  what  course 
hia  hon.  Colleague  would  take  respecting 
it ;  but  be  felt  it  incumbent  upon  himself 
to  support  what  he  thought  most  just  and 
light,— namely,  that  the  people  should 
bare  an  opportunity  of  expressing  their 
opinion  before  so  heaTv  an  impost  was 
placed  upon  them  under  circumstances 
which  bad  not  before  occurred. 

Lord  F.  Egertm  aaid,  as  he  felt  himaelF 
obliged  to  vote  against  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, he  wished  to  explain  hia  reasons  for 
doing  so.  He  could  not  hot  feel  that  the 
arguments  of  hon.  Gentlemen  who  sup- 
ported the  presentation  of  this  petition 
were  based  on  a  different  ground  from 
those  which  were  urged  in  favour  of  dis- 
cussing petitions,  and  that  it  would  be  im- 
potsibte  to  conduct  the  public  business,  if 
they  were  to  depart  in  any  sensible  degree 
from  (be  rule,  whether  by  resolution  or 
otherwise,  which  they  bad  lately  observed, 
of  restricting  (hemselves  from  discussing 
petitiona  at  the  time  of  their  presentation, 
Upon  that  ground,  and  viewing  it  di>- 
tincily  as  the  ground  of  the  argument  of 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Sunder- 
land, he  must  say  be  could  not  but  concur 
with  him  in  the  reasons  he  had  stated  for 
doing  that  which  he  thought  they  were 
bound  to  do — viz.,  opening  their  doors  as 
widely  as  possible,  so  far  as  the  business 
of  the  House  and  the  necessities  and  ope- 
rations of  the  OoTernmeot  and  of  legisla- 
tion would  admit,  to  the  petiLioos  of  the 
people  on  all  aubjects.  He  felt  that  this 
rule  did  not  rest  upon  so  formal  a  pro- 
ceeding of  the  House  as  would  preclude 
the  danger  of  other  discussions  of  this 
kind  at  some  future  period  ;  but  he  would 
put  it  to  the  House,  whether  the  practice 
with  regard  to  tlie  presentation  of  peti- 
tions and  restriction  of  discussing  them 
could  not  be  fenced  by  some  more  formal 
proceeding  than  anything  that  bad  yet 
taken  place  ? 

Lord  /.  Rtiiiell  was  glad  to  find  that 
the  noble  Lord  who  hadjust  spoken  con- 
curred in  faTonr  of  the  reception  of  thia 
pctitioa.    The  oobls  Lord  bad  alluded  to 
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the  opinion  expressed  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  at  tlie  head  of  the  Government, 
in  which  he  should  agree  with  him  if  be 
thought  it  necessary  to  have  any  more 
formal  proceeding  of  the  Houae  than  had 
been  adopted;  but  let  him  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  noble  Lord  and  of  the  House 
to  what  occurred  in  an  early  part  of  this 
Session,  'A  notice  was  given  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Greenock — 

"  Thai  the  unage  which  has  prevailed  of  late 
years  of  abstaining  from  discuuiug  the  peti- 
tions of  the  people  at  the  time  of  their  pr^ 
tentatioa  shall  not  be  sanclioned  in  the  pr^ 
sent  Parliament,  but  that  the  practice  which 
formerly  prevailed  iu  the  Home,  of  discuwii^ 
petition)  at  the  time  of  their  presentation, 
shitl  be  Testored. '' 

That  motion  was  never  made  in  that 
shape.  The  question  come  before  the 
Houae,  but  it  was  then  stated  from  the 
Chair,  that  themore  regular  mode  to  bring 
on  that  motion  was  to  read  the  resolotioa 
of  February,  1839,  and  move,  that  that 
resolution  be  rescinded.  He  bad  no  doubt 
that  the  Speaker,  in  laying  down  that 
mode  of  proceeding,  waa  acting  in  confor- 
mity with  the  rules  of  the  House,  nor 
could  he  doubt  that  it  waa  in  conformity 
with  reason,  because  if  they  took  any 
course  whilst  they  had  a  resolution  on  tbe 
journals  of  the  House,  they  would  be 
acting  contrary  to  it,  unleas  that  resolnlion 
were  formally  rescinded.  When  the  mo- 
tion came  forward  again,  it  waa  on  tbe 
7th  of  February,  and  after  reading  tbe 
resolution,  the  motion  waa  made  and  tbe 
question  put,  "That  the  said  reaolution 
be  rescinded  ;"  and,  on  the  House  dividing, 
the  numbers  were  found  to  be — Aye*  50; 
Noes  237,  He  thought  it  showed  vny 
clearly  that,  without  any  other  proceeding 
of  the  House,  it  wotild  be  necesaan  to 
propose,  that  that  resolution  ahonld  be 
rescinded.  Having  alluded  to  that  anb- 
ject,  he  begged  leave  to  aay  a  few  words 
on  the  question  itself,  upon  which  he  bad 
not  addressed  the  House  the  other  day. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  hoped,  that  tfao 
Members  of  the  late  Government  would 
not  vote  for  the  reception  of  such  petitiona; 
but  it  was  because  he  concurred  in  tbe 
conduct  of  the  late  Government  in  respect 
of  the  presentation  of  petitions,  and  in  the 
vole  that  was  come  to  at  an  early  part 
of  the  Session,  that  he  felt  himself  bcmnd 
to  support  the  reception  of  these  petition!. 
What  was  the  coarse  of  tfaeir  anccMora  t 
He  did  not,  h  did  Kme  hon.  Hembcn,  , 
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bold  as  B  matter  of  indifference  the  prac- 
tice of  150  yean.  He  had  a  f^reat  respect 
for  the  practice  of  this  Houte  that  had 
been  adopted  for  a  century  and  a  half, 
and  it  Has  not  without  a  good  deal  of 
BTgnment,  anfficienl  to  satiify  his  mind, 
that  he  should  be  readif  to  overthrow  that 
practice.  But  what  wm  the  course  of 
ifaeir  anceitora?  They  said,  "Let  the 
doors  of  the  House  be  opened  to  petitions 
I.et  them  be  received,  and  the  HubslBDce 
Hated — let  other  Members  debate  them— 
let  the  whole  grounds  of  Ibeu  petitions  be 
before  the  House,  and,  if  necessary,  let 
the  time  of  the  House  be  occupied  in  dis- 
cussing them."  But  they  said  on  one 
particnlar  subject,  namely,  fresh  taxes, 
that  this  extreme  liberty  was  so  inconve- 
nient, that  they  must  put  a  Hop  to  the 
exercise  of  that  freedom.  What  had  the 
House  done  since  ?  Had  they  concurred 
with  their  ancestors  aa  to  this  general  dis- 
cussion of  petitioDS  ?  By  no  means.  They 
found  that  it  led  to  serious  inconvenience, 
and  therefore  they  put  a  stop  to  that  prac- 
tice. They  alio  made  another  rule  ai  to 
the  presentation  of  petitions,  and  obliged 
ihe  Members  presenting  them  to  confioe 
themselves  to  the  subject  of  them,  and 
prevented  other  hon.  Members  from  dis- 
cussing them.  Having  departed  from  it 
in  that  respect,  was  it  reasonable  that  they 
should  keep  up  the  practice  of  their  an- 
cestors, and  restrict  the  presentation  of 
petitions  on  the  subject  of  new  taxes? 
Having  altered  the  practice  in  one  respect, 
he  thought  they  ought  to  alter  it  in  ano- 
ther, and  therefore  he  was  disposed  to 
agree  with  this  motion.  When  the  hoa. 
Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Milnes)  was  so 
mnch  afraid  of  the  presentation  of  petit  ioni, 
that  he  said  it  would  be  utterly  impouibte 
for  the  House  to  impose  any  taxes  at  all, 
be  begged  to  say,  that  with  respect  to 
taxes  already  imposed,  there  was  no  ob- 
jection to  the  presentation  of  petitions 
against  them.  Suppose  the  Income-tax 
was  passed  this  year,  there  was  nothing 
gainst  the  presentation  of  petitions  next 
year,  from  any  number  of  persons,  aging 
whatever  argnmenta  they  might  pleaae, 
and  praying  for  the  repeal  of  that  tax. 
They  might  petition  against  any  tax  al- 
ready in  force.  There  was  an  inconsistency 
in  that  respect.  Upon  the  whole,  having 
altered  the  practice,  as  they  had  done,  as 
to  the  diKnssion  of  petitionsi  he  tbonght 
it  would  be  mnch  more  to  their  advantage, 


laid  on,  that  they  should  tinow  what  the 
petitioners  had  to  say  on  the  subject. 
With  respect  to  paiticular  taxes  affecting 
particular  classes,  those  persons  might 
often  have  statements  to  make  to  the 
House  which  would  be  very  valuable  in 
considering  those  taxes.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  the  House  would  now  establish 
at  he  thought  was  a  reasonable  practice 
this  subject,  that  there  should  not  be 
discussions,  wasting  the  time  of  the  House, 
on  the  presentation,  but  that  they  would 
allow  these  petitions,  like  all  others  that 
were  respectfully  worded,  to  be  received. 

IVfr.  S.  WoTtley  said,  that  he  was  de- 
sirous of  saying  a  few  words  00  the  subject 
under  discussion,  inasmuch  as  he  was  one 
of  those  who  had  supported  the  opposition 
of  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  on  a  former  evening,  to  the 
proposal  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Fiosbnry, 
He  wished  to  remiod  the  House  that  the 
qneation,  as  it  seemed  to  him,  before  the 
House  was  not  precisely  the  same  as  that 
on  which  they  had  to  decide  on  the  foimer 
occasion.  The  hon.  Member  fbrFlnsbory 
bad  moved,  the  other  evening,  thU  the 
practice  of  the  House  shonld  be  discon- 
tinued which  forbids  the  reception  of  the 
petition  against  a  tax  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House.  Now,  he  so  far  con- 
curred with  his  right  hon.  Friend,  that  h« 
did  not  feel  prepared  to  vote  for  the  dis- 
continuance of  a  practice  which  had  been 
established  so  many  years.  He  thought 
that  that  was  a  reasonable  objection  to  the 
former  motion  of  the  tion.  Member  for 
Finsbury,  because  he  could  conceive  cases 
of  pressing  emergency,  as  in  time  of  war, 
in  which  it  would  be  desirable  to  enforce 
the  practice,  which  had  been  so  long  in 
existence,  of  not  receiving  petitions  against 
a  tax  under  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
But  at  the  same  time,  now  that  they  were 
called  upon  to  receive  a  petition  against 
an  Income-tax,  be  owned,tfaat  he  doubted 
whether  they  would  be  justified  in  enforcing 
the  rule  in  that  particular  instance.  They 
had  been  told  by  bis  r^ht  hon.  Friend  at 
the  head  of  the  Govemment,  that  the 
Income-tax  wai  to  be  made  part  of  a 
series  of  measures;  and  be  tiiought  it 
could  scarcely  be  called  a  tax  imposed 
merely  for  the  service  of  the  present  yesr. 
He  must  concur  in  the  opinion  that  this 
practice  should  be  regulated  by  a  strict 
construction,  and  that  they  should  taks 

_-„-.    care  not  to  step  beyond  the  strict  limits 
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thboght  there  wot  (omeihrng  in  thia  argu- 
ment t  and  M  one  who  vai  bound,  in  the 
administration  or  justice,  lo  consider  penal 
enactments,  so  he  was  bound  to  look  to 
the  pr^etica  which  Forbade  the  right  of 
the  people  to  petition  Parliament.  If  he 
looked  to  the  practice  ot  the  House  ^  if  he 
looked  thai  vttj  day  to  the  votes  and 
proceedings,  there  stood  recorded  thereon 
■  petllioA  against  a  lax  which  Was  more 
stflttly  One  tat  the  purpose*  or  service  of 
the  fe*r,  than  tho  Incotne-tax.  There 
Appeared  there  a  copy  of  a  petition  againit 
a  coal-tas,  bj  which  It  was  intended  to 
raise  a  sum  of  ^00,0001.  [Sir  R.  Peel : 
It  hfed  not  been  toted  In  committee.]  His 
right  hon.  Friend  made  a  diatlnction  the 
ttlher  night,  which  he  (Mr.  8.  Woriley) 
bellend  lo  be  perftcti;  ralid,  when  he 
■aid  thai  this  rule  Waa  to  be  applied  onlif 
lo  Mse«  in  which  ibe;  were  about  lo  raise 
taxes  fbr  the  supply  wiihin  the  year,  and 
not  to  ease*  In  which  it  was  proposed 
to  Tftise  taxes  for  commercial  purposes. 
Within  the  latter  class  were  the  corn  du- 
ties, and  they  had  during  the  present 
Session  received  a  number  of  petitions  on 
that  Subject.  Now,  the  right  hon.  Qen. 
tleman  the  laie  Chancellor  of  the  Eiche. 
qiiet  propoeSd  last  year  to  make  theduties 
oil  corn  a  poriion  of  his  budget,  and  if  he 
(Mr.  Baring)  had  done  so,  Would  the  peo- 
ple of  England  have  been  precluded  from 
petitioning  against  ItT  It  appeared  to  him 
that  there  would  have  beeo  some  difficulty 
in  that  case,  and  that  those  duties  would 
have  been  sirfetly  within  the  rule  (hey 
Were  discUHlnf.  Upon  the  whole,  though 
not  dispowd  Absolutely  to  discontinue  the 
pTMiloe,  he  should  rote  fbr  (he  present 
rnothm. 

Sir  /.  Oraham  confessed  he  could  not 
see  the  foi-ee  of  the  dislitiction  which  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  fbr  (be  West 
Riding  of  Yorkshire  had  drawn  between 
what  he  had  repnueated  to  be  his  prac- 
tical inlSntldi)  now,  and  his  abandonment 
of  the  usage  which  had  prevailed  fbr  150 
yean.  He  would  not  detain  the  House 
by  any  empty  declamation  on  bis  sincere 
respedl  for  the  general  right  of  ihesabject 
to  petition  I  but  he  Could  not  conceal 
f^offl  hintielf  the  vast  imporunce  of  a 
nsige)  datll^  from  Uie  period  of  the  re- 
liolution,  when  the  rigbts  ud  liberties  of 
the  people  had  been  so  nobly  vindicated, 
und  nsa  been  so  recently  and  thorooKhly 
WlHnpbant.  For  i  century  and  a  half 
•Ikce  Aa\  period  this  niege  had  ben  m 
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clear,  intelligible  ground,  maintained.     It 


was  true  it  had  been  originally  accom- 
panied witli  the  privilege  of  Membrrs 
speaking  on  petitions  todiscriminatety ; 
but  indeed  had  the  right  of  petitioning 
combined  with  this  privilege  of  speaking 
ever  prevailed  practically,  on  taxes  being 
imposed,  it  would  ntanireslly  have  been 
Impossible  for  any  servants  of  the  Crown 
to  carry  any  tsx  whatever  which  Was  an- 
popular;  and  it  was  certainly  In  the  nature 
of  all  taxes  lo  be  unpopular.  Nor  could 
he  confine  his  views  on  this  occHsion  to 
the  narrow  circumstances  of  this  psrticuler 
case,  but  as  i  servant  of  the  Crown  he 
must  do  his  duty  in  considering  what 
Were  likely  to  be  the  consequences  of  k 
surrender  of  this  usage.  Now,  he  found, 
by  established  usage,  (he  insliensble  and 
undoubted  right  of  petitioning  restrained 
in  this  case  of  a  tax  actually  in  prngress. 
If  the  hnh.  Member  opposite  ntd  any 
good  ground  fbr  abolishing  this  ancient 
usage,  why  they  would  certainly  have 
equally  good  ground  for  re-establisbing 
the  older  practice  of  indiscrimiDaie 
^sklng  on  petitions;  for  (he  limftathHi 
of  (bat  right  of  speaking  had  only  existed 
some  fbw  years,  and  it  was  quite  needless 
to  observe  how  trifling  must  be  the  au- 
thority or  so  novel  a  regulation  compared 
with  a  usage  sanctioned  by  a  century 
and  a  half  of  common  consent.  He  bad 
therefore,  to  put  it  to  himself,  what  would 
be  the  practical  effect  of  adopting  this 
innoraiion  at  to  the  presentation  of  pe- 
ihions  against  taxes  in  progress  T  And 
be  was  compelled  to  astociste  in  his  mind 
the  probability  of  the  innovation->-as  Un- 
doubtedly it  was,  and  standing  on  so 
slender  a  foundation,  compared  with  ihe 
present  practice  —  he  was  compelled  to 
anticipate  the  probability  of  the  restoratioh 
of  the  old  practice  in  one  respect,  ft)l- 
lowing  on  the  abolition  of  tbe  old  practice 
Ik  the  other.  Nor  could  be  disguise  fnMi 
himself  the  conviction,  that  were  the  inoa- 
vatioiis  now  sought  for  to  be  assented  lo 
on  tbe  one  hand,  and  the  regutstion  of  so 
comparatively  a  recent  date,  abolished  on 
the  other,  the  fulnn  servants  of  the  Crown 
would  have  no  poWer  to  pass  any  t«K 
through  that  House,  and  he  must  fkel  ifafet 
they  would  owe  this  embarrsssmeni  lUd 
this  evil  to  the  present  Ministers  of  her 
Majesty,  were  he  and  bis  colleagues  to 
consent.  This  was  a  responsibility  whidi 
be  fbr  one  was  not  prepared  to  iocur ;  and 
uklag  the  fflott  dlspasslooMe  view  of  tke   ' 
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question,  without    referei 

timent  circunntances,  or 
ieved  were  the  eiisting  i 
country,  be  could  not  recoi 
dutj  to  pattjctpate  in  that 
He  therefon  ihauid  aaaurei 
the  propoiitioD  of  the  hoi 
Finsbury. 

Lord  J,  MAnners  be^ 
word  onW.  The  right  bi 
had  relied  on  the  revolul 
Now  this  was  an  ambority, 
elusive  with  the  gentlemen 
approved  of  re*olations.  1 
as  he  conacientiouslj  bel 
lutions  to  be  wrong,  he  ' 
any  weight  to  the  authori 
vote  with  the  hon.  Men 
bury. 

Captain  HamUlon  laid 
voted  agaiut  the  motioi 
Friend  the  Member  Toi 
Tharadlky  last,  and  he  did 
any  argument  that  had 
vanced  would  cau«e  him 
opinion.  He  had  no  deiii 
impediment  in  the  way  of 
right  of  the  people  to  peti 
ofCommOoi,  but  certain 
laid  dowb  and  forms  print 
not  think  a  special  case  1 
out  why  tliey  should,  on  tl 
departed  from.  He  (Cap 
must  oDDhst  that  the  mod 
petitions  to  thit  House  wi 
imposing  nature,  or  calcul 
those  who  signed  and  sent 
belief  that  any  gteat  attei 
paid  to  their  prayers.  An 
could  bt  devised  which, 
fering  with  the  business 
would  improve  the  pres 
should  hare  hii  lupport, 
side  of  the  Home  that  pn 
come.  In  respect  to  the 
was  the  cause  of  the  pret 
repeated  the  axprassion  w 
so  many  rtmarka  from  an 
opposite.  He  (Captain  H 
tained  thtt  lhl«  Was  a  peti 
interests,  the  nnptaductivi 
who  lived  by  the  sweat 
brows,  The  petition  ci 
lawytrs  and  gentlemen  of 
although  Ihey  ware,  no  doi 
and  highly  respectable  boti 
to  the  coniiderttion  of  the 
not  consider  that  their  ini  --^  ■ 
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oppoiitfl  time  ta  prepare  iheDuelTUi  that 
tbey  ihouid  have  come  down  with  no 
better  argomenli  thao,  that  the  practice 
bad  lubaiated  Tnr  ISO  yean  uninter- 
ruptedly ;  the  light  bon.  Baronet  laid,  he 
bad  attempted  to  prove  to  the  Houae 
that  the  pnclica  had  not  been  un- 
interrupted, and  he  was  lick  of  repeating 
that  the  practice  had  very  frequently  been 
interrupted.  Bot  admitting,  for  argu- 
ment'a  lalce,  that  the  [muiice  had  been 
uninterrupted,  still  no  length  of  lime 
could  unction  injustice.  And  it  waa  in- 
justice to  refnse  to  receive  the  petitions 
of  the  people  on  qneitiona  affecting  their 
pecuniary  interests.  But  tuppose  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  tg  locceed  in  rejectiog 
this  petiUoD  to-daj,  bow  much  further 
would  be  be  advanced  I  To-morrow  he 
would  hare  to  fight  the  same  battle  over 
■gain.  The  bold  and  proper  measure  to 
pursue  would  be  for  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  come  down  to  the  House  and  pro- 
pose a  standing  order  for  the  rejection  of 
EBtitions.  If  he  did  not  do  so,  he  woald 
ave  to  fight  the  fight  day  after  day. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  his  tax  was 
popnlar.  He  had  taunted  the  oppoaiiion 
by  asking  where  was  their  explosion.  Why, 
ibey  bad  refused  to  receive  the  petitions 
of  the  people ;  they  had  bound  thetn 
hand  ana  foot,  and  then  asked  why  they 
did  uM  move.     They  had   gagged  the 

Siple,  and  asked  why  they  did  not  apaak. 
■  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  have  to 
Sive  vray  at  last.  He  would  persevere 
ay  after  day  when  petilions  were  sent  to 
faim  in  presenting  them  to  the  House,  and 
would  leave  to  the  majority  of  the  House 
the  responsibility  of  rejecting  the  petitions 
of  the  people.  He  would  persevere  in 
taking  the  sense  of  the  House  on  this 
■nbject. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question  that 
the  petition  be  brought  up : — Ayes  321 ; 
Noes  232  I  Majority  I. 
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AgtioBby,  H.  A. 
Aioswoith,  P. 
AMan,  W. 
AidiboMtR. 
fisldwin,  C.  a. 
Bannennan,  A. 
Barday,  D. 
BariDg,  rt.  hon.  F.  T. 
Barnaid,  E.O. 
Bell.  J. 

Berkeley^  hmi.  CapL 
Berkeley,  hon,  ll.  F. 


Bena],  Gapl. 
Blackstonf,  W.  S. 
Blake,  Sir  V. 
BlewiU,  R.  J. 
Bodkin.  J.  J. 
Boithwick,  P. 
Bowes,  J. 
Bo  wring,  Drt 
BrockleTiDnt,  J. 
Brodie,  W.  B.{ 
Brotherton,  J. 
Browne^  hon.  W. 


Bryan,  G. 

Bu1keley,SirR.B.W. 
Bulier,  C. 
Burroughei,  H.  N. 
Buifeild,  W. 
Butler,  bon.  Col. 
Byng,  O. 
Cave,  hon,  R.  O. 


Hanmer,       J, 
Mardy,J. 
Harris,  J,  Q, 
Haitie,  A. 
HaitOD,  Cspt.  ^ 
Hayler,  W.  G. 
Heath  coal,  J. 
Heron,  Sir  R. 


CaTendiih,  hn.  G.  H.     Hill,  Lord  H. 


Caylej.  E.  S, 
Chapman,  B. 
Childers,  J.  W. 
Clay,  Sir  W. 
Clayton,  R.  R. 
Clement (,  Visd. 
Cobden,  R. 
Colcbrooke,  Sir  T.  E. 
ColUni,  W. 
CoWile,  C.  R. 
Cowper,  hon.  W.  F. 
Craig,  W.  G, 
Crawford,  W.S. 
Carrie,  R. 
Cvrteis,  H,  B. 
Dalmeny,  Lord 
Dalrympie,  Capl. 
Dawson,  lion .  T.  V. 
Denison,  J.  E. 
DeDiiistoun,  J. 
Dick,  Q. 
DiduDSOa,  F.  H. 
Disraeli,  B. 
Dirett,  £. 
Duff,  J. 
Duke,  Sir  J. 
Duncan,  ViscL 
Duncan,  G. 
Dundas,  Admiral 
Dundas,  F. 
Dundas,  hon.  J.  C. 
Du  Pre,  C.  G. 
Eafthope,Sir  J. 
EbringtoD,  Viitct. 
Barton,  Lord  F. 
EUice,  rt.  hon.  E. 
Ellice,  E. 
Elli.,  W. 
Elphinatooe,  H. 
EtwaU,  R. 
Evans,  W. 
Ewart,  W. 

FCTgUSOD,  Col. 

Fielden,  J. 
Ferrand,  W.  B. 
FitswiUiam.hn.G.W. 
Forster,  H. 
French,  F. 
Gibson,  T.M. 
Gtll,T. 

Gordon,  Lord  F. 
Gore,  hoD.  R. 
Granger,  T.  C. 
G  rattan,  H. 
Grey,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 
OrosTcnor,  Lord  R. 
Guest,  Sir  J. 
Hall,  Sir  S. 


Hobhooie,  rt.hii.Sir  J. 
Howard,  buu.G.W.G. 
Howard,  hon.  J.  K. 
Howard,  Lord 
HowarH.hon.  E.G.G. 
Howard,  P.  tl. 
Howard,  boo.  U. 
Howiek,  Visct. 
Hott,  W. 
Jamea,  W. 
JohoilDaj  A. 
Labouchere,  rt.hn.H. 
Lamblon,  H. 
Langaton,  J.  H. 
Langlon,  W.  G. 
ijeader.  J.  T. 
Lemon,  Sir  C. 
Listowel,  Earl  of 
Loch,  J. 

Macaulay,  n.hon.T.B. 
McTaggail,  SirJ. 
Hafaon,  Visct. 
Hainwaring,  T. 
HBnglH,R.D. 
Manners,  I/>rd  J. 
MaijorilMnk*,  S. 
Harghall,  W. 
Martin,  J. 
Milcalfe,  H. 
Mitchell,  T.  A. 
Morris,  D. 
Morisoo,  General 
Morrison,  J. 
Moslyn,  boo.  E.  M.  L. 
Murphy,  F.  S. 
Napier,  SirC. 
Norreys,Sir  D.L 
O'Brien,  C. 
O'Brien,  J. 
O'Brien.  W.  S. 
O'Connell,  D. 
O'Connell,  J. 
Ogle,  S.  C.  H. 
Paget,  Col. 
Paget,  Lord  A. 
Palmer,  R. 
Palmer,  G. 
Palmertlon,  Visct. 
Parker,  J. 

Pendarves.  E.  W.  W. 
Philips  G.  R. 
Phillpotts,  J. 
Pigot,  rt.  hon.  D. 
Pinney,  W. 
PInmndge,  Capl. 
Pmsontw,  hon.  C.  P. 

A.C. 
Ponsooby,  bon.  J.  G.  ,. 
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Powell,  C. 
Power,  J. 
Protberoe,  E. 
Pulafoid,  R. 
Ramibottom,  J. 
Rawdon,  Col. 
Rennie,  G, 
Ricardo,  J.  L. 
Rnuell,  Lord  J. 
Bnu«ll,LoHl  P.. 
Rnlherlurd,A. 
Scbdefield,  J. 
Scotl,R. 
Scrope,  G.  P. 
Sbe)l,rt.hon.  R.  L. 
Sibtborp,  Col. 
Smith,  B. 
Smith,  J.  A. 
Sombre,  D.  O.  D, 
Somen,  J,  P. 
Somerville,  SiiW.M, 
Sunlej,  hoD.  W.O. 
Suni&ld,  W.  R.  0. 
StaoloD,  W.  H. 
StaoDtoD,  Sir  G,  T. 
Siewut,  P.  M. 
Stwrl,  IxMdJ. 
Sunn.  W.  V. 
Stridluid,  Sir  G. 
StTutt,  £. 
TwKJrtd,  H.  W. 
Thomdy.T. 
Tollemache,  hen.  F.J, 
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Towneley,  3. 
Troobrtdge,  Sir  E.  T. 
Tufiiell,  U. 
Turner,  E, 
Vane,  Lord  H. 
Villien,  hoD.  C. 


Villiei 


■  F. 


LUtof 
Adud,  T.  D. 
A'Conrt,  Capl. 
Acken,  J. 
Acton,  Col. 
A  dare,  Viiei. 
Adderley,  C.  B. 
Alford,  ViMl. 
Allix.J.  P. 
Anlrobus,  E. 
Archdall,  H. 
Arkwrigbt,  G. 
Ashlej,  Loid 
Aahley.bon.  H. 
Ailell,  W. 
Bagoi,  hoa.  W. 
Bulej,J. 
Bailey,  J.  joD. 
Baillie,  Co). 
Baillie,  H.  J. 
Baird,  W. 
Balfour,  J.  M. 
Baring,  hon.  W.  B. 
BarriDgton,  VJKt. 
Ba«kei*iile.T.B.  M. 
Beckeli,  W. 
Bel1,M. 

Beniinck,  Lord  G. 
Bereafon],  Major 
Bcniard,  Vi«e(. 
BUtkbume,  J.  I. 
Botdtro,  H.  G-. 


Vivian,  bon.  Major 
ViTian.  J.  H. 
Vifian,hon.  Capl. 
Wakley,  T. 
Walker,  R. 
Wall,  C.  B. 
WaUace,  R. 
Ward,  H.  O. 
Wason,  R. 
Wawn,  J.  T. 
Weatenra,  hon.  H.  R. 
White,  b. 
White,  S. 
Williami,  W. 
Wilabere,  W. 
WinDingtOD,SirT.  E. 
WodehoaBi,  E. 
Wood,  B. 
Wood,  G.  W. 
Woraley,  Lord 
Wortley,h0D.J.  S. 
Wrigfation,  W.  B. 
Yorke,  H.  R. 

TtLLEU. 

Dnncoinbe,  T. 
Hawea,B. 

the  Notu. 
BotGeld,  B. 
Bradihaw,  J. 
Broadley,  H. 
Broad  wood,  H, 
Brooke,  Sir  A.  B. 
Brownrigg,  J.  S. 
Bruce,  Lord  E. 
Bruce,  C.  L.  C. 
Bru«D,  Col. 
Back,L.W. 
Buckley,  E. 
Buller,SirJ.Y. 
Burdett,  Sir  F. 
Burrcll,  Sir  C.  M. 
Campbell  A. 
Chapman,  A. 
ChelMa,Vi(ct. 
Cheiwode,  Sir  J. 
Clerk,  Sir  G. 
Cliie,  bon.  R.  H. 
Cochrane,  A. 
Cockbum,  rt.hn.SirG. 
Collet^  W.  R. 
Coote,8irC.  H. 
Cony,  rt.  bon.  H. 
Coartenay,  Viict. 
Crippi,  W. 
Damer,  hoo.  Col. 
Darby,  G. 

Dawnay,  hoo.  W.  H. 
Dodd,  G. 


Doaglai,  Sir  K. 
Douglas,  Sir  C.  E. 
Douglai,  J.  D.  S. 
Drummond,  H.  H. 
Dugdale,  W.  S. 
Duncombe,  hon.  A. 
ERfirton,  W.  T. 
EgertOD,  Sir  P. 
Eliot,  Lord 
Eacoti,  B. 
Eateoort,  T.  G.  B. 
Famham,  E.  B. 
Fellowea,  E. 
Feilden,  W. 
Filitier,  Sir  E. 
Filiioy,  CapL 
Pitiroy,  hon.  H. 
foilelt.SirW.  W, 
Forbea,  W. 
Foreiter,hon.  G.C.W. 
Fuller,  A.  £. 
Gaskell,  J.  Milnes 
Gladstone,  rLhn.W.E. 
OonloD,  boa.  Capt. 
Gore,  M. 
Gore,  W.  R.  O. 
Goring,  C. 

Goulbucn,  It.  hon.  H. 
Graham,  rt.hn.  Sir  J. 
Granby,  Idarquess  of 
Grant,  Sir  A.  C. 
Greenall,  P. 
Greene,  T. 
Grimaditch,  T. 
Grimilon,  Viact. 
Grogan,  £. 
Hale,  U.  B. 
Halford,  H. 
Hamilton,  C.  J.  B. 
Hamilton,  W.  J. 
Harcourl,  G.  C. 
Hardinge,  rt.hn  .Sir  H. 
Hawkea,  T. 
Hayea,  Sir  E. 
Heaihcote,  Sir  W. 
Heneage,  G.  H.  W. 
Henley,  J.  W. 
Uepbnra,  Sir  T.  B. 
Herbert,  hon.  S. 
HiUaboraugh,  Earl  of 
Hii>de,  J.  U. 
Uodgion,  F. 
Hodgson,  R. 
Hogg,JtW. 
Houldawortb,  T. 
Holmes,  hn.W.A'Ct. 
Hope,  bon.  C. 
Hornby,  J. 
In^tre,  Vilct. 

Jamei,  Sir  W.  C. 
Jermyn,  Earl 
Jocelyn,  Viact, 
JohnaoQ,  W.G. 
Johoatooe,  Sir  J. 
JohoMone,  H. 
Jones,  Capt. 
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Knatchbull,  right  boo. 

SirE. 
Knight,  H.  G. 
Knight,  F.  W. 
Law,  hon.  C.  £. 
LawsoD,  A. 
Leiceater,  Earl  of 
Liddell,  hon.H.T. 
Lincoln,  Bar)  of 
Lindtay,  H.  H. 
Lockhnii,  W. 
Lowtber,  J.  H. 
Lowiher,  hon.  Col. 
Lyall,  G. 

Lygon,  hon.  General 
Madieniie,  T. 
Mackeniie,  W.  F. 
Mackinnon,  W.  A. 
McGeachy,  F.  A. 
Mann  era.  Lord  C.  S. 
Martyn,  C.  C. 
Marion,  G. 
Master,  T.  W,  C. 
Mailerman,  J. 


Milnea,  R.  M. 
Mordaunt,  Sir  J. 
Morgan,  O. 
Mnndy,  E.  M. 
Murray,  C.  R.  S. 
Neeld,  J. 
Neville,  B. 
Newry,  Viact. 
Nidioll,  ri.  hon.  J. 
Norreya,  I^ord 
Northland,  Visct. 
O'Brieu,  A.  S. 
OKiulaton,  Lord 
Owen,  Sir  J. 
Packe,C.W. 
Patten,  J.  W. 
Peel,  rt.  bo.  Sir  H. 
Peel,  J. 
Pemherton,  T. 
Pigot,  Sir  R. 
Planta,  rt.  hon.  J, 
PlanptTe,J.  P. 
Polbill,  F. 
PoUingUHi,  Viscl. 
Pollock,  Sir  F. 
Powell,  Co). 
Praed,  W.  T. 
Price,  R. 
Pringle,A. 
Raihleigh,  W. 
Raada,  W.  it. 
Raid,  Sir  J.  R. 
Repton,  G.  W.  J. 
Richarda,  R, 
Roae,  rt.  hn.  Sir  G. 
Honnd,  C.  G. 
Ruaiell,  J.  D.  W. 
Ryder,  boa.  G.  D. 
Sanderson,  R. 
Sandoo,  Viacl. 
Scarlett,  bon.  R.|$Xq 
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Trotler,  J. 
Vere,  Sir  C.  B. 
Verner,  Col. 
Vernon,  U.  II. 
WRlsl>,SirJ.  B. 
WilbrabBDi,lion.R.B. 
Willianw,  T.  P. 
Wood,  Col, 
Wood,  Col.  T. 
Wyndham,  Col.  C. 
Wynn,  Sir  W.  W, 
Young,  J. 

rr.LtERS. 
FTemanile,  Sir  T. 
Biring,  H. 


SbepiHv4i  T. 
Shirley,  E.  P. 
Smith,  A. 
SomeiMl,  ImA  (i. 
SomenoQ,  ViwL 
SotheroD,T.  H.  S. 
Stanley,  Lord 
Stqan,  II. 
StutI,  H.  C. 
SuU')i],hoo.H.  M. 
Taylor,  J.  A. 
Tennent,  J.  E. 
Trenob,  Sir  F.  W. 
Tretor,  hon.  G.  K. 
TntllopcSir  J. 

ftuLBB  or  Dbbate.]  Sir  C,  Napm 
obieived)  that  on  Friday  nifchl  the  right 
hon.  8aion«t  the  Member  for  Tamworth 
had  claimed  to  addreas  the  House  on  the 
main  qDcation — the  motion  actually  berore 
the  Hogie  being  one  of  adjournmenl, 
Now,  he  witlied  (o  learn  from  the  right 
boD.  Oentleman  in  the  chair,  whether  ii 
would  be  competent  to  any  other  Member 
to  have  addretaed  the  House  on  the  main 
qnettion,  a  niotion  of  adjoarnment  bt  ing 
Bt  the  lime  before  them. 

The  Sptaktr  replied,  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  waa,  on  the  occasion  Ffferred  to, 
fully  entitled  to  address  the  Home  on  the 
main  quMlioiii  for  it  was  included  rn  the 
question  of  Bdjournment.  No  doubt  any 
other  hpn.  Member  would  have  been 
equally  entitled  (o  addreis  the  Houie. 

Mr,  Sro'/UrfoK  wished  to  know  whether 
it  would  have  been  equally  competent  to 
Members  to  apeak  on  the  msiq  questiog, 
if  the  motion  nad  been  for  an  Bdjournnenl 
of  the  House  instead  of  for  an  adjoutu* 
mem  of  the  i{aeBlion. 

The  Spetiktr  obierved,  that  that  was  a 
very  dislinci  question;  but  he  was  of 
opinion,  that  if  a  Member claitned  to  speak 
OD  the  main  queation  on  the  ground  of  iu 
importance  and  urgency,  the  Chair  could 
not  interfere. 

Sir  R,  Pitt  laid,  that  he  claimed  to 
speak  to  the  mail)  question — upon  that 
the  Speaker  aaid,  that  his  doing  w  would 
be  no  evBiioit  of  the  gsueral  rule.  When 
Lord  North  lixnified  hit  resignation  of 
office,  there  was  a  motion  that  the  House 
do  iheu  adjourn-^upon  whioh  Lord  North 
said,  "Then  I  rise  to  apeak  to  that  mo- 
Lord /.  AitiwI/ thought  tliat  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  famworih 
was  perfactly  juatiGed  in  claiming  to  be 
heard  oo  the  main  question,  though  a  mo- 
tioB  foi  wljeiifitmeiU  wai,  strictly  apeak- 
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ing,  the  queatkui  before  the  Hotue.  it 
waa  difficult  to  separate  tfae  oue  fton  tba 
other. 

Subject  Bt  an  end. 

Incohe-Tax — Report — Adjoubnrd 
Debatb.]  Dr.  BoKTiji^  moved  the  Order 
of  the  Day  for  resuming  the  adjourned 
debate  on  the  resolutions  of  the  noble 
Lord  ihe  Member  for  London  on  the 
Kubject  of  the  Income-tax.  The  hon. 
Member  said,  he  would  venture  to  intrude 
a  few  observations  upon  the  attention  of 
ihe  Houte,  because,  though  he  felt  bound 
to  vote  against  the  propaial  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  he  could  not,  for  one,  oan- 
sent  to  adopt  the  resolutiona  of  the  nobis 
Lord  the  Member  for  London  without 
some  qualjlicationii.  It  was  someliinea  the 
privilege  of  Members  of  that  House,  and 
upon  tnis  occaiioq  it  was  hii,  to  gather 
some  coniolalioa  in  the  progress  of  its 
debates  fVom  concessions  mutually  made 
by  both  lidea  of  the  House  to  the  great 
principles  to  which  some  of  the  Henbera 
of  the  House  had  been  faithful  through 
evil  and  through  good  report.  He  had 
heard  with  no  small  gratification  a  decla* 
ration  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
London,  that  b«  thought  tbe  tine  wu 
come  when  a  legacy  duty  might  be  con- 
veniently and  properly  levied  upon  rea| 
property ;  and  the  noble  Lord  wat  taunted 
by  an  obisrvalJDn  from  the  other  aide  pF 
the  House  which  recalled  to  hit  mind 
that  Nil  iiatenent  was  contradictory  tn 
statements  mad*  by  hon.  Members  hk 
longing  to  this  party.  But  ha,  notwith- 
itanding  that  alleged  difference  of  opinion 
amongst  peraons  of  the  same  political 
party,  confessed  that  he  received  no  im. 
preuion  but  one  of  gratification  from  th* 
concession,  that  iajustice  was  done  in  tba 
preieot  node  of  taking  property,  aad  (hat 
real  property  which  had  deaoendad  fraoi 
generation  to  generation  did  not  bear  ita 
fair  proportion  of  taxation.  He  cared  llttl« 
about  the  motion  which  induced  hon, 
Membera  to  recognize  sound  principles,  it 
was  to  their  recognition — their  recognition 
from  both  aidei— from  men  in  hostile  po- 
liiioos— from  the  heads  of  nartiea,  that  ha 
looked  for  ultimate  and  lUDstantial  bene- 
With  regard  to  the  other  proposal  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  he  considered  it 
as  a  great  step  towards  the  improvement 
of  our  trade  and  commerce  with  the 
whole  world ;  and  he  valued  vary  little 
some  of  the  peioariu  wbicb  bad  oiUDBtad 
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froin  that  (th«  Oppoiition)  lide  of  the 
Home,  •■  to  the  inconiwtency  of  man;  of 
the  luppoTten  of  ibe  right  boo.  Barooet. 
SajwoH  the  light  hon.  Baronet  had  not 
on  former  occasions  given  effect  to  the 
•onod  principlea  which  he  nov  propoied, 
wai  that  a  reason  why  he,  who  always 
advocated  them,  sbould  refuse  his  cordial 
co-operation  io  meaaurei  b;  whicli  those 
principle!  were  advanced?  He,  for  one, 
cordially  welcomed  the  proposal  of  ihi 
fight  lioD.  Baronet,  and  tun  he  wai,  that 
proposal  would  receive  such  support  from 
many  of  the  hon.  Members  in  the  Oppo- 
•ition  as  would  fully  compensate  for  the 
opposiijon  he  would  meet  with  elsewhere. 
He  knew  that  much  was  to  be  done  in 
other  mattera— that  economy  had  been 
miserably  violated— that  espendiiure  had 
been  raahly  and  unnecessarily  increased. 
He  rejoiced,  that  he  bad  been  no  parly  to 
Uie  bringing  about  of  that  naiional  cala- 
mity, the  conlinued  inequality  of  the  re« 
■oureei  of  Ihe  slate,  year  afier  year,  (o  iu 
aipenditure ;  and  if  he  were  called  upon 
to  give  an  opinion  of  iha  policy  which 
had  caused  (ha  deticiency  in  the  public 
Mveone,  he  mast  say,  that  he  could  not 
approve  of  it.  Ha  did  not  see  the  advan- 
tage which  England  bad  derived  from 
that  policy.  What  good  had  we  accom- 
i^iahed  as  a  nation  by  going  into  Syria  ) 
Was  this  cnunlry  Iha  better  because  the 
blood  of  multitudes  had  flowed  down  the 
aideaof  Mount  Lebanon,  and  tinged  the 
waters  of  Jordan  ?  What  had  we  gained 
t^  our  warfare  in  India — by  setting  up  an 
inbecile  old  man  and  dethroning  a  popo- 
larrulei?  Change  your  position;  apply 
to  the  Affghani  the  golden  rule  of  doing 
unto  others  as  you  would  have  othera  do 
unto  you.  What  would  the  people  of 
England  think  if  (he  nalivea  of  Afigban- 
isian  had  come  over  here  to  establish  the 
dynasty  of  the  Stuarts  t  Was  it  not  me- 
lancholy to  hear  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
confirm  the  report  that  10,000  or  12,000 
men  had  been  already  sacrificed  in  this 
Dew  and  unhappy  war?  But  would  ha 
pot  an  end  to  it  by  his  interference  ?  No ; 
thousand!  and  tens  of  thousands  more 
prcAiably  would  yet  be  destroyed,  and  the 
people  of  fingUnd  would  have  to  pay 
enormoua  charges  to  carry  on  the  wicked 
contesi.  He  confeased  that  he  did  not  un- 
derstand that  mode  of  balancing  public  ac- 
counts, by  setting  injury  against  injury, 
wreog  against  wrong,  and  murders  against 
rs,  while  the  people  of  England  were 


(0  be  called  upon  to  pay  for  the  execution 
of  the  same.  How  was  England  to  ba 
benefitted  by  Ihe  Indian  war,  on  account 
of  which  milltoni  of  money  would  ba 
wrung  from  a  suffering  population,  whoae 
distress  the  right  hon.  Baronet  admitted, 
and  whose  re»ouroes  he  acknowledged 
were  exhausted  by  indirect  taxation — by 
duties  levied  upon  articles  ol  coaaunip- 
tion,  so  that  he  was  obliged  to  turn  his 
fiscal  attention  in  another  direction,  and 
to  attacic  properly,  which  he  confasaed  he 
would  have  attacked  rightly  if  he  bad 
regarded  Ihe  rule  of  equity,  and  weighed 
the  great  difference  between  that  income 
which  was  transitory  and  that  wbioh  waa 
permanent,  Had  the  right  hon.  Baroaet 
done  that  he  would  have  given  him  hia 
oordial  aupport,  and  he  ihould  ha«« 
hailed  the  present  as  a  new  era  in  our 
mode  of  laxatioo,  because,  by  taxing 
people  accoiding  to  their  ability  to  pay, 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  ban  pur- 
sued a  course  honourable  to  himKlf, 
worthy  of  the  support  of  Parliament, 
and  juit  to  all  claasea.  Whatever  might 
be  the  cause  which  had  placed  tham 
in  their  present  position,  he  could  not 
help  feeling  satisfied  that  the  result  wai, 
to  force  them  to  treat  the  question  of 
taxalion  upon  right  principlea,  or,  it  all 
evenU,  to  approximate  to  the  right  prin* 
ciples  of  taxation.  As  to  the  argument 
that  a  property-tax  ahould  be  resorted  to 
in  time  of  war  only,  it  piodtfced  po  effect 
upon  his  mind.  He  asked  pot  whether  it 
was  a  war-lax  or  a  peaae<tax,  but  whether 
it  was  founded  on  jugtica  and  equity.  If 
so,  be  should  be  the  first  to  acknowledge 
that  it  was  the  tax  wbiob  public  opinion 
would  ultimately  support.  But  the  right 
hoD.  Baronet  had  associated  with  it  ao 
much  of  injustice, of  wrong,  and  of  injury, 
that  he  oould  not  support  the  right  hon. 
Barooet's  proposition.  Hia  confounding 
income  with  fixed  property  had  misled 
him  i  and  it  was  difficult  to  conceive  bow 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  with  hia  astute 
mind,  could  not  perceive  Ihe  great  differ- 
ence between  wealth  conaiiling  of  money 
in  the  public  funds  or  esutes,  and  which 
from  generation  to  generation  waa  wcure 
to  the  person  who  had  a  life  interett  in 
the  same,  and  that  wealth  which,  resulting 
from  the  daily  labour  of  an  iotelligenca 
that  passes  away  with  life,  il  ever  unccr- 
and  leaves  nothing  behind  it.  An 
equitable  property-tax  presented  various 
features  to  recommend  iualf.  It  appeart<t 
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to  him  thtt  ia  proportion  to  the  eiteot  of 
protection  given  by  the  state  to  individuals 
■hoald  be  the  price  of  that  protectioo. 
The  premium  paid  for  iniuring  bouses  and 
■hips  was  alvayi  in  proportion  to  the  value 
of  the  property ;  and  if  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  would  propose  a  tax  regulated 
according  to  thai  principle,  he  did  not  nee 
how  any  case  againii  it  could  be  made 
out.  An  hon.  Member  had  taken  some 
pains  to  show  ihat  asiessed  taiei  might 
be  improperly  and  unjustly  levied,  and  he 
believed  it;  but  when  we  came  to  direct 
taxation,  persona  could  be  taxed  accord- 
ing to  their  means,  and  the  variou*  schemes 
to  favoor  particular  interests  would  be  de- 
feated. He  differed  with  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Liikeard,  who  objected  to  direct 
taxation  because  it  was  a  traceable  source 
of  reveniie,  because  its  produce  could  be 
accurately  eititnated,  because  its  exactions 
could  be  clearly  calculated, —  this  was 
the  very  ground  upon  which  he  approv- 
ed of  It.  Most  errooeoos  had  always 
beeo  the  estimates  of  what  taxes  upon 
consumption  would  bring  to  the  Treasury ; 
whereas  the  produce  of  direct  taxation 
could  be  calculated  to  a  ahillttig.  Then, 
again,  (he  machinery  of  direct  taxation 
would  not  be  so  multitndinons,  expensive, 
or  vexatious,  aa  that  of  indirect  taxation, 
with  all  tha  annoyances  of  the  Customs 
and  the  despotism  of  tbe  Excise.  Direct 
taxation  would  not  only  be  less  oppressive 
to  the  people,  but  more  satisfactory  to  the 
Treasury  in  its  results;  while  it  would 
tend  also  (o  remove  impediments  in  the 
way  of  international  communication  and 
foreign  (rede.  Now  (hat  the  subject  was 
fairly  mooted  Jn  the  House,  he  hoped  (he 
discussion  would  end  in  (he  establishment 
of  a  fair  and  equitable  system  of  direct 
taxation.  The  effect  of  indirect  taxation 
was  always  injurious  to  (he  trade  in  the 
articles  upon  which  i(  was  levied.  When 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  established  the  octroi 
in  (he  city  of  Ghent — a  (ax  levied  princi- 
pally upon  food,  and  bread  in  pardcular — 
the  brewers  of  that  city  sent  a  deputation 
to  the  public  authorities  to  inquire  wha( 
amount  was  expected  (o  be  realised  by  i( ; 
and  being  informed  al>ou(  300,000  francs, 
they  at  once  offered  (o  pay  the  tax,  know- 
ing that  its  operation  would  be  injurious 
to  trade,  to  an  extent  far  greater  than  it 
was  proposed  to  levy.  What  waa  (be 
effect  of  (he  presen(  system  of  dudes 
levied  upon  impar(a  \a\a  this  country  \ 
Tbe  consumer  waa  invariably  (he  sufferer, 


There  waa  not  only  the  loss  to  him  of  the 
impost  which  went  to  the  Treasury,  but  of 
the  additional  price  and  additional  profit 
which  the  levying  of  (hat  impost  added  to 
the  value  of  (he  article.  The  du(y  upon 
coffee  was  64(.  per  cw(. ;  the  importing 
merchant  added  not  less  than  10  per  cent, 
for  his  proiit ;  the  retail  trader  levied  an 
additional  charge  of  13s.  \Qd.;  so  that 
the  consumer  in  tbe  end  paid  22s.  id.  be- 
yond the  duty  of  84i. ;  and  because  of 
the  existence  of  that  duty;  thus,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  sta(e  levying  140  per  cent.,  the 
traders  levied  45  per  cent,  upon  the  con- 
sumer. The  prime  value  of  tobacco  was 
4d.  per  Ih. ;  the  state  levied  a  duly  of  3i. ; 
(he  (rader  added  4d.,  and  the  retailer  15 
per  cent.;  so  (hat  in  fact  3(.  lOd.  per 
lb.  was  paid  for  an  article  which  originally 
cost  but  4(f.  The  first  cost  of  sugar 
might  be  about  25f.  percwt.,  and  (heduty 
25s. ;  the  importer,  in  consequence  of  that 
duty,  added  2s.  Qd.  to  the  price,  and  the 
retailer  made  a  further  advance  of  15  per 
cent.,  arooanling  to  4i. ;  so  here  waa 
6t.  6d.  added  after  the  State  had  taken 
100  per  cent.  Taking  the  original  cost 
of  tea  at  It.  9d.  per  lb.,  It  would  pay  a 
duty  of  2«. ;  the  importer  chafed  a  profit 
of  2J(2.;  and  the  profit  of  the  retailer  waa 
generally  at  the  rate  of  10  per  cenL 
Thuamore  than  100  per  cent,  waa  taken 
by  the  Treasury  in  (he  shape  of  a  fiscal 
dn(y,  and  35  per  Gen(.  more  in  conse- 
quence of  that  duty  being  levied.  It  ap- 
peared  (o  him  that  this  system  was  moat 
unjust  to  the  consumer,  and  that  if  it  were 
better  unders(ood,  it  would  scarcely  be 
(olerated  by  those  whom  it  caused  lo  make 
such  great  sacrifices.  He  hoped  that  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  would  carry  out  the 
prineiplea  which  he  appeared  to  acknow- 
ledge, and  that  the  results  would  be  more 
generally  advantageous  to  the  community. 
If  he  did  act  upon  the  greot  principles 
of  free-trade,  he  would  promise  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  his  cordial  support. 

Mr.  H.  Qalhf  Ktught:  The  boo.  and 
learned  Gentleman  who  has  just  aat  down 
will  perhapa  think,  when  he  sees  me  rise 
immediately  after  him  that  he  is  not  ap- 
preciated in  Nottinghamshire  as  he  de- 
serves (o  be — for,  if  I  remember  right,  (he 
last  time  he  went  down  to  No(tingbam, 
to  agitate  for  the  total  repeal  of  the  Coro- 
laws,  he  and  hia  proposition  were  not 
treated  in  a  very  courteous  manner,  and 
at  this  moment  Ite  may  be  under  the 
impression  that  one  of  lb*  repreaenta-  . 
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Uvei  of  that  county  ii  tboot  to  attack  him 
Bgaio.  Dot  I  am  >ure,  Sir,  after  the 
■peech  which  the  learned  Doctor  basJuBt 
delivered.  1  cao  have  no  dispo^itioa  to 
■how  bim  any  thing'  but  the  greaieit 
civility— for,  on  the  preient  occasion,  he 
bag  ipoken  much  more  ai  a  frtend  then  as 
a  foe.  Hia  speech  was  a  beautiful  strug- 
gle. He  seemed  to  be  longing  to  support 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  now  at  the  head  of 
the  Government,  and  then  he  vfasdrai^ged 
back  by  the  recollection  of  former  declara- 
lioos.  He  approves  of  the  general  system 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  but  he  finds 
Ikult  with  some  of  the  details — 1  shall  take 
leave  to  advert,  presently,  to  some  of  the 
laaraed  Docior'sobject  ions— but, Sir,  Irose, 
principally,  because,  observing  with  how 
much  vehemence,  with  how  muchanimosity, 
the  messiires  proposed  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  are  combated,  hearing  it  asserted 
that  tome  of  his  habitual  sopporiers  hate 
taken  the  alarm,  1  could  not  bear  to  remain 
entirely  silent,  1  conld  not  resist  my  desire 
to  express,  in  a  very  few  words,  the  aen- 
timenta  with  which,  as  a  landed  proprietor, 
«nd  country  Gentleman,  I  regard  the  ques- 
tion which  is  now  before  the  House.  Sir, 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  the  City  of 
London,  would  have  the  country  believe, 
tbat  the  necessities  of  the  moment  are  not 
so  great  ai  they  have  been  represented, 
and  that,  even  supposing  the  necessities 
to  be  great,  hia  last  year's  budget  would 
he  preferable  to  the  plan  which  haa  been 
brought  forward  by  the  right  hoo.  Baronet, 
Sir,  I  am  not  surprised  that  the  noble 
Lord  should  endeavour  to  make  it  believed 
that  the  necessities  of  the  country  are  not 
so  great  as  has  been  represented,  because, 
whatever  may  be  the  amonot  of  (hose  oe- 
cessitiesthey  areof  hisDWD  creation;  and, 
wliatever  taxes  may  be  imposed,  the  coun- 
try will  never  forget  that  ihey  are  the 
lagacy  of  the  last  Administration.  Sir,  if 
it  were  not  so  serioua  a  sobjecl,  I  cculc 
represent  to  myself  an  amusing  picture  o 
"  The  Reading  of  the  Will ;"  John  Bull  sit- 
ting by  with  D  cnuotenance  getting  more 
and  more  aghast  every  moment,  /n^irimu. 
We  give  and  bequeath,  to  our  beloved 
John  Bull,  a  deficit  of  5,000,000/.  /(em, 
we  give  and  bequeath  to  the  aforesaid 
Jaha  Bull,  a  war  in  India.  Item,  a  war  ii 
China,  Item,  an  unsettled  boundary  ii 
America.  There  are  a  good  many  codi 
cils — but  these  I  omit— Sirt  wiin  how 
much  pleasure,  with  how  much  gratitude, 
nay  John  Bull  be  supposed  to  listen  to 
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these  last  proofs  of  the  can  and  the 
consideration  of  his  departed  rulers!  No 
pressing  necessity  I  Why  Sir,  we  have 
not  only  to  extricate  ourselves  from  our 
present  financial  difficulties,  not  ooly  to 
get  our  afiidirs  into  order,  but  also  to 
provide  the  meaos  of  carrying  on  those 
operations  which,  now,  must  be  carried 
on,  however  much  we  may  regret  that 
they  were  ever  undertaken  ;  one  of  which 
operations  has  led  to  consequences  more 
calamitoas  than  can  be  paralelled  by  any 
preceding  passi^  of  British  history.  Sir, 
as  it  appears  to  me,  the  neceuities  are  so 
great  as  to  render  a  vigorous  exertion 
indispensable.  And  how  have  those  ne- 
cessities been  produced?  In  two  ways. 
First,  by  incurring  extraordinary  expenaes 
through  impolitic  measures— secondly,  by 
crippling  our  resources  at  the  very  time 
that  those  expenses  were  incurred.  Of 
the  first  I  adduce  as  a  proof,  the  two  wara 
into  which  this  country  has  beeo  nnne- 
cessarilyplnnged,  the  long  mismanagement 
of  Canada,  finally  producing  a  rebellion 
which  it  cost  a  large  amount  of  blood  and 
treasure  to  put  down.  Of  the  second,  I 
adduce  as  a  proof  the  taxes  which  have 
been  recklessly  abandoned  for  the  sake  Of 
a  brief  popnlarity.  Sir,  I  remember  per- 
fectly well  that  when  the  late  Administra- 
tion came  into  office,  their  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  said,  tbat  the  Tories  had 
done  so  much  in  the  way  of  reduction  of 
taxes,  that  little  more  could  be  attempted 
with  safety.  But  the  house-tax  became 
unpopular— that  very  house-tax  which 
Gentlemen  opposite  are  now  so  fond  of 
recommending — and,  therefore,  the  house- 
tax  was  to  be  taken  ofT.  Lord  Althorp 
said,  that  he  was  ashamed  of  taking  it  ofij 
because  it  only  pressed  upon  those  who 
were  able  to  bear  it — tbat  he  cuuld  ill 
afford  to  give  it  up- but  it  bad  become 
unpopular — so,  go  it  must  Sir,  I  might 
advert  to  the  wretched  practice  of  stopping 
up  the  gap  with  loans  in  the  time  of 
peace — but  I  will  pass  on  to  their  last 
grand  Operation,  the  Penny-post — and , 
Sir,  1  must  say  that,  however  agreeable  it 
may  be  to  pay  less  for  a  thing  than  it  is 
worth,  it  was  unpardonable,  in  the  then 
state  of  OUT  finances  to  give  up  so  large  a 
souroe  of  revenue  without  redeeming  the 
pledge  which  the  laie  Ministry  gave' of 
substituting  another  tax  io  its  stead.  Sir, 
no  doubt  it  is  much  more  pleasant  (o  tak« 
off  taxes  than  to  impose  theoi— but,  Sir, 
I  say  that  a  Ministry  who,  by  taking  off 
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inlured  to  accnae  tbr  ri|;lit  hon.  Baronet  .  I  mait  remain  in  the  opinion,  that  if  the 
of  courting  popQlarii^.  Doe*  (he  right '  money  innit  be  had,  it  could  not  be  raiaed 
hon.  Baronet  court  popularity  by  adopting!  in  a  lew  objectionable  manner.  In  th« 
a  courie  the  very  oppoiite  to  that  which  {  firit  place  it  tparea  the  working  claiiaa — 
wa*  puraued  by  the  late  Admiaitlration?  no  ttitiht  recommendation.  Bot  then,  k 
Doei  he  coon  populariiy  by  proposing  i»  unequal,  li  there  any  lax  that  ia  not 
a  laa  which  ia  branded,  on  the  oppo- 1  unequal  ?  the  tax  on  lea  for  iRitaacfl— 
site  tide  of  the  Haute,  with  <*ery  oppro-  j  tea  ii  become  almoitan  article  of  neceatily 
briooB  epith«t  7  Does  lie  court  popalarity  ;  in  the  family  of  the  labourer^the  labourer 
by  rpquirtug  from  thoM  upon  whom  he  ;  payt  the  same  amount  of  tax  upon  tea  aa 
depcnda  for  political  existence,  the  tacri-  j  ii  paid  by  the  landlord — and  it  cannot  be 
fira  of  50  per  cent,  of  the  protection  othertsise.  But  the  hon.  and  learned 
which  the*  have,  hitherto,  enjoyed  ?  Sir,  \  Member  cannot  bear  thit  profesiions 
(be  right  hoD.  Baronet  bai  not  courted  i  ahould  be  toadied,  and  the  profits  of  com. 


popularity  i  and.  ikerefore,  I  honour  him. 
He  haf  not  aoughi  to  legislate  for  claia- 
intareats,  but  for  alUintereata— ha  ha*  not 
sought  (0  pleaaa  his- adherents— be  haa 
aoughi  noihinK  but  the  good  of  the  whole 
communiiy.  But  then  the  noble  Lord 
say*,  if  there  ii  a  necaisity,  take  my  bud- 
get of  last  year.  Now,  what  was  the  no- 
ble Lords  budget  of  last  year?  First,  a 
revenue  arising  from  imported  com,  which 
cooltl  Dot  be  relied  upon,  for,  ibould  wa 
happen  to  have  ihe  miiforiune  of  a  good 
harvest  this  year,  the  doty  on  imported 
corn  would  be  small  in  amguni,  and,  had 
the  lata  Ministry  ramsined  in  power,  it 
would  aoon  have  been  nothing,  for  the 
daiy  would  not  have  been  maintained. 
Second,  an  alteration  in  the  timber-duties, 
not  such  an  alteration  n  is  now  proposed 
by  Ihe  right  hon.  Baronet,  but  such  a* 
would  have  been  moat  injurious  to  the 
Canadaa.  Thtid,  the  admissioa  of  sUve- 
growD  oDgar,  to  the  complete  destruction 
of  the  Wesi-Indian  planters,  and  in  utter 
defiance  of  all  the  principles  npon  which 
tbe  nation  have  been  acting  for  years,  and 
for  the  sake  of  which  they  have  made  »o 
large  a  sacrifice.  And,  supposing  this  bud- 
get were  to  be  adopted,  and  were  to  realise 
the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  those 
who  pro)iO(ed  it,  what  would  it  produce? 
Less  than  2,000,000/.,  according  to  the 
noble  Lord'sown  showing,  when  more  than 
£,000,000/.  are  wented — how  infinitely 
short  is  that  of  the  existing  necessity  I 
Sir,  I  am  astonished  at  tbe  noble  Lord's 
couraee  in  bringing  his  dsmaged  and  re- 
jected goods  to  market  again.  He  may 
try  to  sell  his  stinking  6ih  as  much  aa  he 

E leases,  but  they  will  not  be  taken  off  his 
ands.  But  then,  Sir,  tbe  boa,  and  learned 


mercial  enterprise — yet  even  (ha  itoblo 
Lord,  the  Member  for  the  city  of  London, 
admitted,  that  if  you  have  recourse  to  an 
Incoma>taz,  distinciioits  cannot  be  mide. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Mamber  for  Dun- 
gs rvon,  the  other  niifht,  appealed  to  unr 
feelings  with  imaeinary  picturat  of  extreme 
cases.  I  must  be  permitted  to  asy,  in 
pasting,  that  as  it  appeare  to  me,  there 
cannot  be  a  more  unfair  or  deceptive  mode 
of  enforcing  an  argument,  than  dressing 
up  cases  of  individual  hardship  in  glowing 
ooloiirt,  and  endeavouring  to  break  down 
the  rule  by  the  help  of  an  exception  which 
may,  or  may  not,  occur.  But  where  would 
be  the  justice  of  taxing  a  yeoman  whoat 
little  firm  brings  him  in  300/.  a-yeer,  and 
not  taxing  the  physician,  the  lawyer, 
who  is  making  his  thousands  a  year^  of 
taxing  a  country  gentleman  with  a  mode- 
rate fortune,  who  has  no  means  of  ineren»> 
ing  bis  income,  the  whole  of  which  he  ia 
expected  to  spend,  and  not  taxing  (he 
merchant,  the  m titer- mannfactnrer,  who 
is  annually  increasing  his  atore,  and  it  not 
found  fault  with,  if  be  never  opena  bta 
doorsT  But  then  the  Income-tax  is  in* 
quisitorial — but  where  ia  the  danger  of 
confiding  the  stale  of  your  affairs  to  com- 
missioner* who  are  sworn  to  secrecy? 
Nobody  need  be  under  apprehension,  ax- 
cept  those  who  intend  to  cheat  their  neigh- 
bours. As  for  me.  Sir,  it  would  only  bt 
to  my  advantage  if  the  state  at  my  nffaira 
were  published  at  Charing  Croat— for  it 
is  notoriout  that  every  gentleman's  In- 
come is  doubled  in  (he  eatimatiot)  (f(  hia 
neighbonra — and  every  gentleman  is  ex- 
pected to  live  up  to  those  enorcuHia  csl- 
culationi — to  exercise  hospitshty  accord- 
ingly, to  subscribe  accordingly,  tad  w 
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fi»tb— vbiiM,  if  the  exact  trgth  were 
known,  so  nwre  would  be  expected  or 
bim  than  he  nji  conveoieDtly  ifibrd.  But 
the  laooBoe-tax  u  imiDDral;  it  leads  to 
penury.  Sir,  there  ia  no  aurer  waj  of 
making  t  raau  n  logue  than  leuiog  him 
know  that  you  ibink  him  ooe ;  and  taach 
nore  immorality  will  be  CBuied  by  telling 
men  you  expect  tbem  to  talct:  Talie  oaths, 
than  would  be  cuuied  by  the  tax  itself.  But, 
Sir,  i  will  not  entertain  so  base  an  opin- 
ion of  my  countrymeu.  1  will  not  beliere, 
that  for  the  sake  of  escaping  a  tax,  they 
prill  laythesiu  of  perjary  to  their  souls. 
It  would  be  odious  lodeed  to  legislate, 
upon  any  such  suppositioo.  I  conclude, 
Sir,  as  I  begta,  by  repeating,  that  if  the 
money  mutt  be  had,  an  income-tax  ia  the 
least  objectionable  meani.  Sir,  the  tarifi 
hardly  fornt  a  part  of  the  present  ques- 
tion ;  hut  neither  ia  it  fair,  whilst  we  are 
diacnuing  ihe  hnrdeos  which  are  to  be 
impooed,  entirely  to  keep  out  of  sight  the 
relief  to  the  commercial  world,  to  the 
flaannfactaiing  daaaes,  which  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  boldf  out  by  his  proposed 
changes  in  tbe  tariff.  This  it  a  part  of  bis 
pkn  as  mnch  ai  the  Income-tax,  aod  the 
twoaboold  b*  cowidcred  together.  Sir, 
I  know  that  alarms  have  been  excited  by 
some  of  tbe  propoaed  changes,  aod  I  do 
not  pretend  to  aay,  that  there  are  uot  indi- 
TJdnaJa  who  will  sifier,  aod  that  capital 
will  Aot,  ID  Bome  iosuoces,  have  to  be 
token  out  of  one  line,  aod  traosCerreil  to 
another.  Nogreatcbangea— no  breaki 
up  of  any  monopolies —so  adopt  ion  of  a 
more  liberal  aystem  can  be  carried  out 
without  (hesaaltendantconteiiuences.  But 
ray  belief  is,  that  tbe  fean  of  many  %re 
exaggerated,  and  that  the  commaoiiy  at 
large  will  derive  a  great  ad*autage.  I 
«m  aware  thai  we  landed  proprietors  shall 
be  bit  bard.  Firat  by  the  diminution  of  the 
pcotMtion  on  ooro.  Second  by  the  tax  on 
tbe  ttmntry,  wbich  eventually  cornea  out 
of  the  pocket  of  the  landlord.  Third  by 
the  alteration  of  the  duties  on  timbec. 
Hia  timber  baa  hitherto  been  the  landed 
proprietor'!  nest  egg — he  has  hitherto  bad 
St  to  look  to  in  case  of  any  extraordinary 
^peoditore— in  caae  of  any  large  agri- 
enhiiral  improrementa — perhaps  his  elec- 
tion year — perhaps  a  provision  for  a 
you^cer  aen.  I  fear  he  will  find  a  great 
difference  in  tbia  reaped.  I  am  aware  we 
are  bit  hard— .not  so  hard  as  aome  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  would  desire— yet,  still, 
Iwnl  eaougb.     But,  Sir,  we  ate  content 
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to  suffer  if  tbe  good  of  the  country  re- 
quire it.  I  should  indeed  be  sorry  if 
mine  were  the  only  foot  that  was  not 
pinched,  when  the  country  ia  in  neces- 
sity. Neither  has  the  right  boo.  Ba- 
ronet ever  aaid,  that  he  will  make  no 
modifications.  On  the  contrary,  he  baa 
Slated  his  willingneas  to  listeti  to  reason- 
able suggestions;'  and,  I  trust,  that  )yf 
those  modificaioas,  he  will  effectually  re- 
move any  just  cauae  of  complaint.  Sir, 
the  hoQ.  and  learned  Member  for  Duo- 
garvon  aaid  the  other  night,  wait  till  the 
tax  cornea  into  operation.  Sir,  I  am  wil- 
ling  to  meet  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man on  his  own  ground.  I  aay  with  him, 
wait  till  tbe  measures  of  tbe  right  hon. 
Baronet  come  into  operation— when  th^ 
are  in  operation,  1  amperauoded  that  nanv 
will  laugh  at  their  feara,  and  aoine  will 
blush,  auch  as  have  not  lost  Ihe  power  of 
blushing,  at  the  oppositioo  the*  bare  of- 
fered. I  would  only  entreat  Gentlemen 
opposite  to  allow  tbe  measurea  to  come 
into  operation,  for  every  day's  delay  ag- 
gravatea  the  distress  of  the  manufacturing 
claasea,  with  whom  they  wmpathite  ao 
deeply,  and  so  properly.  It  is  perfectly 
well  known,  that  at  this  moment  there  ta 
a  complete  atognatton  of  trade— a  stagna- 
tion in  tbe  towns,  a  panic  in  tbe  coun- 
Iry  — mercbanta  not  knowing  what  to 
uodertakej  and  farmars  dreadmg  the  ar- 
rival of  thousands  of  fat  cattle,  from 
countries  which  do  not  breed  half  what 
they  want,  and  never  yet  produced  such  a 
beast  as  an  Sngliah  farmer  would  take  to 
market,  and  all  this  will  go  on  till  theao 
qucsiiuns  are  settled.  Theseare  the  evils 
which  ore  occasioned  by  vexatious  delays, 
nightly  interposed  for  mere  party  pur- 
poseti ;  but  Uw  eyea  of  the  country  are 
open;  they  tee  who  are  oausmg  theae 
delays,  and  they  learn  to  esteem  them 
accordingly.  Sir,  the  noUe  Lord,  the 
Member  for  the  City  of  London,  wi)],  I 
know,  consider  it  a  matter  of  perC^t 
indifference  in  what  light  this,  or  any 
other  question  appears  to  oae  of  the 
heads  of  clay.  He  tells  us,  be  thinks  ns 
agriculturists  composed  of  tbe  same  clay 
with  the  acres  which  we  cultivate,  be- 
cause we  did  not  quite  relish  hia  mode  of 
treatment.  I  thank  him  for  the  compa- 
riaon  :  but  1  think  we  should,  indeed, 
deserve  the  aarcasm  were  we  to  abandon 
those  who  are  willing  to  give  us  a  reason- 
able protection,  and  throw  ourselves  into 
the  arms  of  tboaa  who  would  give  «*  no  : 
IS 
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vhich  would  enable  the  Gonrement  to 
aboliih  many  iDnoying  duiie*  upoa  •Hi- 
lORBumption,  and  iTthey,  in  con- 
wilh  Buch  a  lax,  were  to  adopt 
■he  propostimns  of  the  late  Government 
with  reipect  to  corn,  sugar,  and  timber, 
id  alto  lo  place  probate  duiiea  on  tb« 
aanie  Tooting  with  tbe  legacy  duty,  the 
right  boo.  Baronet  would  have  an  Exche- 
quer fully  replenished  Tor  tbe  tervice  of 
the  country,  but  the  right  bon.  Baronet 
inch  thing;  he  proposed  to  keep 
all  the  existing  taxei,  and  10  raiie  a  re- 
venue of  three  or  four  millions  only,  in  a 
most  TexatiouB  manner;  the  expense  of 
collecting  the  Income-lax  in  ISISbadbeea 
upwardaof  a  quarter  of  a  million.  The 
expense  now  would  not  be  much  leu, 
though  in  1816  the  produce  the  tax  had 
been  neatly  16,000,000;.  He  had  a  de- 
cided objection  to  (be  Income-tax  on  ac- 
count of  its  inquisitorial  natore ;  nor  could 
it,  even  if  it  was  unobjectionable,  ever  be  a 
just  taxuoleiiitwere  made  on  a  graduated 
scale.  In  order  to  shew  its  injustice,  let 
them  suppose,  that  a  physician  making 
an  income  of  10,000/.  were  to  go  to  an  in- 
surance-office, he  would  find  that  his 
income  was  worth  no  more  than  three 
years'  purchase;  but  let  a  proprietor  of 
land  with  an  equal  income  go,  and  hie 
income  would  be  found  worth  thirty  yean' 
purchase.  Stilt,  under  the  plan  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  they  would  each  have 
to  contribute  an  equal  share  to  the  In- 
come-tax. There  was  still  another  ine- 
quality which  had  not  yet  been  adverted 
to.  When  the  right  hon.  Baronet  introduced 
his  plan,  it  was  understood  that  a  tax  of 
7d,  in  the  pound  was  to  be  levied  on  the 
incomes,  both  of  the  agricultural  class, 
of  the  other  Members  of  tbe  community 
but  on  looking  at  the  figures  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  he  found  that  a  tax  of  only 
4^d.  in  the  pound  was  imposed  on  revenue 
from  land  while  the  other  parties  had  full 
allowance  of  7d.— 


protection  at  all.  Sir,  I  am  aware  that 
some  of  us  will  have  to  undergo  what  will 
>ot  be  perfectly  satisfactory ;  and  when 
Gentlemen  use  the  term  satisfactory,  or  un- 
laiisfaciory,  I  believe  they  usually  mean  the 
having  more,  or  less,  money  to  spend.  I 
am  aware  that  we  shall  have  less  money 
to  spend  upon  our  pleasures,  and  some- 
thing to  give  to  the  necessities  of  the 
eountry;  but  I  believe,  at  the  same  lime, 
that  her  Hajesiy's  Ministers  have  given 
the  best  consideration  in  their  power  lo 
these  important  subjects — with  far  supe- 
rior meant  of  obtaining  inrormaiion  to 
those  which  any  of  us  possess.  1  am 
convinced  of  the  honesty  of  their  inten- 
tions. I  cannot  doubt  that  they  have 
brought  forward  such  meaiures  as  will  be 
for  the  permanent  good  of  the  country.  I 
thank  them  for  the  bold  aod  comprehen- 
sive plan  which  they  have  brought  forward, 
and  1  beg  to  assure  them  of  my  cordial 
and  willing  support. 

Mr.  Elphinslone  said,  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  vote  for  the  motion  of  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  the  city  of 
London.  Many  bon>  Gentlemen  had 
charged  the  whole  of  the  deficiency  which 
now  exiated  upon  the  late  Government 
bat  that  was  not  a  fair  way  in  which  to 
look  at  the  matter.  A  very  considerable 
part  of  the  deficienoy  had  arisen  from  the 
compensation  which  was  pven  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  slaves  in  the  West  Indies ;  and 
aleo  from  the  very  beneficial  elteratioti 
which  had  been  made  in  postage  duties, 
10  both  of  which  measures  the  House  had 
been  a  party.  If  they  were  now  devising 
a  new  scheme  of  taxation,  a  tax  upon 
property— upon  the  realised  property  of 
the  country,  might  be  tbe  most  just  thry 
could  impose ;  but  tbe  proposition  of  tl'i 
right  hon,  Bsronet  was  not  a  tax  upot 
property,  it  was  an  Income>tax — a  tai 
upon  the  hard-earned  industry  of  ihi 
country,  but  if  the  property-tax  is  to  be 
imposed,  the  amount  obtained  by  thi 
means  ought  to  be  so  large;  as  to  enable 
the  Government  to  dispense  with  tb 
smaller  branches  of  revenue  and  make  thoi 
great  alterations  in  the  tariET  which  the 
interests  of  commerce  require.  If  hon. 
Gentlemen  would  look  at  the  calcula- 
tions made  by  Mr,  M'Gregor,  who  was 
an  authority  upon  the  subject,  they 
would  find,  that  a  tax  of  4i.  per  pound 
upon  the  rental  of  land  and  liouie  pro. 
perty  would  give  a  revenue  '  ' 
10,000,000/.    to    12,000,000/,,    a    sum 


Rem  of  land   ..     £39,400,000 
Mines,  fcc.,    ..  1,500,000 

Tithes,  . ,  3,500,000 

Profits  ofTenanti     38,306,000 


865,934 
33,967 
78,296 

150,000 


£82,796,000       £1,127,197 

This  was  equal  to  a  tax  of  4)d.  in  ih« 

und,  but  if  it  had  been  taxed  on  the 

me  principle  as  other  property,  it  ought 

from  I  to    have    yielded    at  7d.   in    the  pound, 

1,833,039/.;  a  bribe  equal  to  700,000/. 
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•o  that  in  addition  lo  the  advantage  of  a 
bread  tut,  in  addition  to  the  advantage  of 
esemption  of  aeveral  taxea  since  the  war, 
an  additional  exemption  of  700,000/., 
was  given  lo  the  agricultural  inlereit  bj 
Ifaii  new  Kbemeoriheriglithon.  Baronet. 
Many  hon.  OeDllemen  bad  praised  and 
lauded  the  plan,  becauae  thej  aaid  it 
would  not  preaa  upon  or  interfere  with 
the  labouring  claases  of  the  population — 
tbat  the  meaiure  gave  them  the  utmoat 
•atiafaction  becauae  they  would  not  be 
calkd  apon  to  contribute.  Those  hon. 
Gentlemen  little  knew  the  working  claaaea 
— tiiej  were  too  intelligent  to  be  led  away 
with  iuch  aopbiitical  argumeota — they 
were  enlightened  enough  to  know  that 
whatever  leaaened  the  amount  of  capital 
which  gave  them  employment  would  cir- 
ctimacribe  their  labour ;  and  they  well 
knew,  that  they  would  derive  no  benelit 
from  the  impoaition  of  a  tax  of  50  per 
cent  upon  their  food,  the  de6ciency  in 
Kveooe  might  eaeily  be  made  up  in  waya 
IcM  hnrdenaome  to  the  pi^ople — if  limber 
and  an  gar  duties  were  altered  according  to 
the  plan  of  the  late  Government  and  if 
legacy  and  probate  duties  were  imposed 
on  transferor  real  property,  an  ample  reve- 
nue might  be  obtained  for  all  the  purpoaea 
ofthe  State.  In  his  opinion,  the  tariff  of 
the  right  hoD.  Gentleman  would,  as  far 
M  it  went,  prove  a  considerable  boon 
lo  the  conntry;  but  be  waa  decidedly 
opposed  to  tha  many  differential  duties 
which  it  imposed.  He  objected  lo  the 
great  boon  which  was  to  be  given  to  ibe 
Canadas  by  tho  imposition  of  a  merely 
nocninal  duty  upon  theic  timber,  because 
the  relief  to  be  given  to  tbem  was  at  the 
expense  of  the  British  public.  The 
Canada!  paid  nothing  for  the  army  within 
their  boands,  they  contributed  notbing 
towarda  the  expenaeaof  the  country ;  they 
therefore  were  treated  better  than  any 
integral  part  of  the  country.  Under  all 
the  circamstancea  of  the  case,  he  ahould 
feel  it  his  duly  to  give  his  vote  for  ibe 
■BMndment  uf  the  noble  Lord,  the  Mem- 
ber for  London. 

Sir  W.  Jamet  rote,  for  the  purpose  of 
protesting  against  the  excessive  length  to 
which  these  debates  had  run,  because  he 
WM  given  lo  understand,  that  delay  in 
these  roeaiurea  was  fraught  with  the 
greatest  poauble  injury  to  the  commerce 
of  the  conntry.  He  had  beeo  informed 
that  there  was  a  complete  panic  on  the 
London  Eiehtnge,  and  that  minj  mer- 


cliBDta  and  manufacturers  had  been  obliged 
10  stop  those  businesses  in  which  they  had 
been  engaged.  One  gentleman  had  been 
with  him  who  had  been  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  turpentine;  on  that  arti- 
cle the  duly  waa  to  be  lowered  from  4s.  to 
li.,  the  consequence  was,  that  he  was 
compelled  to  give  up  his  business,  to  dis- 
charge all  the  labourers  he  had  employed, 
and  they  were  iu  a  starving  atate.  That 
was  the  case  in  many  placea  throughout 
the  country,  and  thousands  were  in  a  state 
of  very  great  suffering,  while,  so  far  from 
acting,  they  were  carrying  their  discus- 
sions to  an  enormous  length.  Being  on 
his  legs,  be  would  take  the  liberty  of  say- 
ing a  few  words  respecting  the  plan  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  ITiere  were  few  who 
had  not  admitted, that  it  was  a  bold  plan; 
that  it  was  comprehensive  all  acknow- 
ledged, and  every  one  agreed  that  it  was 
eminently  calculated  to  attain  its  object, 
viz.,  that  it  would  yield  euoogh  of  revenue 
for  the  present  exigencies  of  the  country. 
It  proceeded  upon  a  broad  and  intelligible 
basis.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  appeared  to 
have  acted  like  a  skilful  physician,  who  told 
hispatientto  take  exercise,  to  use  theener- 
gies  of  bis  body,  and  at  the  same  time 
gave  him  strengthening  medicines  to 
enable  him  to  do  so,  The  very  objections 
which  had  been  made  lo  the  plan  ap- 
peared to  him  a  convincing  proof  that  m 
its  main  outline  it  was  a  good  measure. 
He  had  taken  some  trouble  to  look  at  the 
sentiments  given  utterance  to  at  the  vari- 
ous meetings  which  had  been  held  through- 
out the  country,  and  he  found  that  al- 
though every  class  found  fault  with  that 
part  of  the  measure  which  would  affect 
itself,  no  one  had  complained  of  the  plan 
aa  a  whole.  Much  bad  been  said  respect- 
ing the  meetings  which  were  to  have  been 
held  in  thecountry.  If  there  was  so  much 
excitement  in  the  country  as  hon.  Gentle- 
men said  there  was,  how  was  it  that  the 
resolution  imposing  the  tax  had  been  al- 
lowed lo  pass  almost  without  observation  7 
In  the  present  state  of  the  country,  there 
did  appear  to  him  to  be  a  necessity  (or 
some  very  stringent  meaaure,  and  he  had 
not  heard  any  one  proposed  that  had  the 
least  chaace  of  passing  but  the  Income- 
tax  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  It  was 
said,  and  much  stress  was  laid  upon  Ihe 
argument,  that  it  was  a  war-tax ;  if  it  was 
the  best  tax  they  could  find,  why  not  make 
use  of  it,  whether  it  was  a  war-tax  or  not  ? 
But,  in  faclf  were  we  not  in  a  state  of 
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var  ?  We  had  war  in  India,  war  in  China, 
an  unsettled  state  of  sffairt  wilh  America, 
we  were  far  front  having  a  good  under- 
standing with  Prance  ;  who  could  look  at 
the  unsellled  state  of  feeling  in  many 
countries,  and  say,  that  it  was  not  necei- 
aar;  for  England  to  maintain  her  naval 
and  military  establishments  upon  the  foot- 
ing of  a  first-rate  power  ?  She  was  com- 
pelled to  do  it,  unless  she  were  content  to 
take  a  lower  place  among  nations  than  had 
ever  yet  been  her  lot.  Agaib,  it  was  gaid, 
tbat  the  tax  would  be  unequal ;  but  he 
would  appeal  to  the  House  whether  it  was 
not  much  more  equal  than  any  tax  upon 
consumable  commodities.  It  was  said 
that  the  income  arising  from  land  was 
always  increasing,  and  that  prafessional 
incomes  did  not.  Now,  auppoSe  they 
were  to  have  a  Property-tax,  what  an  ont- 
cry  would  be  immediately  raised,  because 
that  siuecurists  and  pensioners  would 
esciipe — a  property-tax  would  not  touch 
them.  A  graduated  scale  would  be  liable 
to  much  objection,  though  he  thought 
that  some  allowance  ought  to  be  made  in 
the  case  of  incomes  arising  from  profes- 
sions. Suppose  the  case  of  a  man  with 
4001,  a  year  arising  from  land,  he  had  not 
the  same  anxiety  for  making  a  provision 
for  his  family  as  the  professional  man  ; 
but  suppose  the  lailer  also  had  an  income 
of  400^,  but  out  of  that  he  paid  60/. 
70/.,  or  lOOl,,  ds  an  insurance  upon  his 
life:  in  his  opinion  thai  portion  of  his  in- 
come ought  to  foe  exempted  from  laiation. 
That  was  a  practical  allerafion  which  he 
thought  might  easily  be  effected.  Again 
it  was  represented  to  him  that  much  in- 
convenience would  arise  from  the  manner 
in  which  the  schedule  was  lettered,  and 
the  way  in  which  the  tax  was  to  be  en- 
forced. Suppose  the  case  of  the  keeper 
of  a  seminar;  who  might  also  be  engaged 
in  a  shipping  speculation,  the  latter  might 
turn  out  altogether  a  losing  concern ; 
would  it  not,  therefore,  be  unfair  that  he 
should  be  tated  upon  the  income  arising 
from  the  school,  which  might  all  be  swal- 
lowed up  by  the  shipping  speciilation  ! 
While  he  was  upon  the  suli^ect  of  school- 
masters, he  would  inslance  the  case  of  one 
in  the  neighbourhood  with  twenty  pupils, 
■ay  at  50/.  a  year  each.  Now,  suppose 
he  made  a  profit  on  each  of  from  61,  to 
10/.,  would  it  not  be  obviously  unjust  to 
tax  him  upon  his  gross  receipts,  and  not 
upon  his  profit  only?  llie  plan,  on  the 
Whole,  wa*  a  good  one.    Ma  trusted  such 


cases  as  he  had  instanced  w(ntld  meet 
with  consideration,  and  he  would  give  it 
his  warm  support. 

Mr.  Wallace  had  never  beard  a  speech 
less  to  the  purpose  than  tbai  of  the  hon. 
Baronet  <*ho  had  just  iat  down.  He  had 
referred  to  the  details  of  a  measure  wHicb 
was  not  jet  before  the  House,  without 
discussing  the  principle  which  was  nAW 
under  its  coil  si  derail  on.  The  prosperity 
of  thost  concerned  in  commercial  pbrsuh* 
depended  in  a  great  measu^  upon  then- 
mode  of  conducting  hnsinest,  and  fwrriotis 
in  trade  were  most  adverse  to  any  inqoifi- 
tive  efsniinalinn  of  their  affiitts.  Re 
could  assure  the  rigitt  hon.  Baronet  at  the 
head  of  her  Majesty's  Government,  that 
with  reference  to  the  measure  hi  had  prtt- 
posed,  that  privacy  would  not  be  (Htainedi 
even  though  the  commisstoners  werA 
swora  to  secrecy:  He  might  obserVe  wilb 
regard  to  the  course  parsued  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  (Sir  R.  Peel)  that  he  had 
brought  forward  the  budget  at  i  vert  Un- 
usual season,  before  the  close  of  the 
financial  year.  This  vras  contrary  to  Par- 
liamentary usage;  for  the  financial  year 
did  not  close  tilt  the  5th  of  April,  and  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  tntrodaced  hii 
budget  at  Ibast  a  month  before  that  dale. 
Me  objected  also  id  the  course  of  the 
right  hon.  BarOnet,  that  he  had  brobght 
his  messur^  piecemeal  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House.  First,  the  v)«w( 
of  Government  with  regard  to  the  Com- 
law  were  developed.  Now,  the  locbme- 
tax  was  brought  forward  ;  atid  the  alter- 
ations proposed  with  regard  to  the  tariff 
were  yet  to  be  considered.  He  complained 
Ihat  the  rifht  hon.  Baronet  wcfs  forcing 
his  measures  through  the  House  without 
allowing  time  for  the  cOnntry  to  foitn  tod 
to  express  an  opinion  upon  ihem;  He 
remembered  that,  in  1633,  the  right  hsn. 
Baronet  (Sir  R;  Peel)  had  condemned  the 
unfairness  of  bd  Income-tax  whieh  did 
not  equsily  affect  the  three  kingdoms. 
On  the  19th  of  April,  1833,  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  made  this  statement — 

"  He  thought  that  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  At- 
Ihorp)  had  done  well  in  not  proposing  an  in- 
come or  a  propert;-tBX.  Nothing  but  a  case  of 
extreme  necessity  could  justify  Pariisment  in 
subjecting  the  people  of  this  country,  in  a  time 
of  peace,  to  ttie  inquisitorial  proeeu  whidk 
must  be  resorttd  to  in  order  to  render  that  im- 
post productive  ;  and  to  have  recourse  to  such 
a  machinery  for  the  purpose  of  raisins  3  or 
3  per  cent,  would  be  most  unwise.  Such  a 
lai  was  a  great  resonrce  in  time  of  oeoetsi^i  ' 
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tai  tfaetcfbn  tie  wMunwiUing,  by  niablighing 
the  offutaJTe  inquigition  with  which  it  must  be 
Mcompanied,  to  cr«aie  lucfa  m  odium  againsl 
it  H  mighl  reoder  it  almost  impracticable  to 
rewrt  to  it  ID  lime  or  eilretne  necestily.  Tbe 
kpplicatioD  of  the  tax  to  Ireland  would  be 
attended  with  ektreme  difficulty.  He  redly 
believed  that  thii  circomstance  formed  the 
tnaSn  obstacle  to  the  estAbliihmeut  of  the  tas. 
It  hardly  cMid  be  conteDded,  that  if  a  pro- 
perif-tu  were  establiibed,  Ireland  thoald  be 
exempted  from  its  operation.  He  wished  to 
Me  Ireland  at  much  fovoured  as  possible  coo- 
■istently  iffith  juttice;  but  to  imnose  a  pro- 
|)erty-lax  unon  England  and  Scotland,  and  to 
etempt  Ireland  from  its  ofieration,  would,  in 
biB  apioion,  however  unpopular  that  opinion 
might  be,  be  exceedingly  tinjuit." 

He  considered  that  Scotland  might  ai 
JMtlj  claim  exemption  from  a  Propeny- 
Ux  ai  Ireland;  and  it  was  hfs  intention 
to  take  the  lenie  of  the  Houie  on  that 
(totril.  The  right  ban.  Baronet,  on  the 
oceailitii  to   which  he  bad  referred  pto- 

"In  England  a  property-tax  would  be  ap- 
plied in  llie  Way  of  commutation  of  otber 
existing  taxes,  and  might  tha*  afford  material 
relief  i  but  Ireland  did  uot  afibrd  the  material) 
fnr  a  commntatioD,  and  the  property-tax  in 
Ireland  would  operate  as  a  new  and  additional 
Iraposi.  The  noble  Lord,  had  therefore, 
wisely  abstained  fiom  agitating  a  question 
which  could  ndt  be  satisfactorily  aetiied. 
With  tesprict  to  a  tax  upon  property  as  dis- 
lingeished  from  a  tax  upon  income,  he  *ery 
nnch  doubled  whether  it  woald  promote  the 
interests  of  the  labouring  clasics,  because  it 
would  dimintih  tbe  funds  at  present  appro- 
priated to  the  encouragement  of  industry  and 
the  promotion  of  labour  and  it  Would  ulti- 
mately be  found,  that  the  tax  did  not  affect 
the  penoB  who  paid  it  so  much  as  the 
hbonrcr,  by  diminishing  his  means  of  em- 
fk^ment." 

He  begged  lo  atk  the  right  hoo.  Baronet 
*betlwr  he  itill  maintained  these  opin tone, 
md  whether  he  slill  thought  that  this  irji- 

Cit  would  affect  tbe  inieTeiti  of  th'.*  la- 
ater  by  ditninishing  hit  meant  r^  em- 
ployment?  He  did  hot  think  i'ab  right 
hoo.  BetTtnet  conld  impose  a  tax  upon 
praperty  separate  from  e  tax  n.pon  income. 
He  conceived  the  distinct.ion  would  be 
titifair  Ind  invidious ;  'jspecially  while 
tbtte  were  other  taxes  v^iich  might  be  re- 
torted to.  He  object-^a  as  strongly  to  an 
Income-lex  Ss  vffei-jfing  real  property,  as 
be  objected  to  it  ■«  affecting  incomes  de- 
rived from  mnnt'ifaclnring,  commercial,  or 
profVssientI  puriuits.  It  bad  been  satd 
a»t  u>  Incjine-taX  of  7rf.  in  the  pound 
*"*  *  ver*y  triflipg  impost;  ud  thn  if 


ing  the  war  10  per  cent,  could  be  raised 

by   snch  a  tax,    3  per  cent,  might  now 

be  Tery  readily  obtained  by  similar  means. 

But  it  must  be  remembered, that  during  the 

ir   this  country   had    the  commerce  of 

e  world  in  its  hands ;   and  every  man 

igBgcd   in  trade  went  to  bed  at  night 

richer  than  when  he  rose  in  the  morning. 

Ihonght   it     better    to  borrow   more 

money  than  to  impose  a  tax  upon  income, 

a  ux  which,  though  noniiDBlly  3  percent. 

WHS   in   reality,  considering    the  relatite 

*ahe  of  money,  not  much  lets  than  5  per 

cent.,  as  ct)mpared  with  the  former  period 

when  recourae  was  had  to  this  source  of 

taxatioo.     He  expressed  his  hope  that  tti« 

right  hon.  Baronet  wotlld  be  compelled  to 

relinquish  hts  scheme. 

Mr.  Liddell  said,  although  he  thought 
the  hon.  Member  for  Hull  was  perfectl|f 
correct  when  he  stated  that  the  comm'eT- 
cinl  and  agricultoral  clasAeS  of  the  coun* 
try  were  looking  with  much  impatieiice  t9 
the  termination  of  these  debutes,  yet  he 
thought  it  was  impossible  a  measure  of 
this  great  importance  coald  pass  throogb 
this  House  without  considerable  discossioa 
and  deliberation.  Neither  conld  it  be  ex> 
peeled  that  these  debates  could  be  brought 
In  a  premature  close,  when  it  was  con- 
sidered how  many  and  how  vast  the  inter- 
ests were  which  would  be  affected  by  it 
However  reluctant  he  was  to  occnpj  the 
attention  of  this  House  to  any  consider- 
able leitgih  of  time,  yet  having  heard  cer- 
tain  opinions  expressed  against  this  pro- 
position he  felt  it  very  possible,  by  cor- 
recting 'iome  of  those  errors  which  the 
people  laboured  tinder  regarding  it,  to  re- 
move the  delusions  whirh  prevailed  at  this 
m-jmedt  regarding  these  measures.  He 
'noped,  therefore,  that  he  needed  no  other 
apolc^  in  requesting  the  indulgence  of 
the  House  upon  the  present  occasion. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down,  in  the  course  of  hts  speech  made  a( 
least  one  important  admission  which  ought 
to  be  most  satisfactory  to  the  Government, 
because  if  it  be  true  what  Ihe  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  asserted — ^namely,  that  it  was 
not  possible  to  impose  a  property-tax  "ith- 
out  including  an  Income-tax,  this  State- 
ment, if  true,  must  tend  to  mitigate  a 
portion  of  the  opposition  which  had 
been  threatened  from  the  opposite  side  of 
the  House.  Many  persons  applied  lo 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  remove  the  tax 
upon  income,  and  to  place  it  upon  pro- 
petty.    If,  therefore,  it  be  true  that  one 
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Ihit  lax  in  such  a  time  of  war  io  which 
luntry  was  then  involved.     He  only 


could  not  be  taken  independent  oF  the 
other,  much  of  the  opposition  muit  be 
mitigated,  if  not  altogether  removed, 
against  the  present  proposition. 
tboQgh  the  hoQ.  Gentleman  opposite  had 
made  this  admission  he  also  made  most 
nnreasoaable  complaints  agaiast  the  mea- 
sure. Ooe  of  his  complaints  was,  that 
the  budget  had  been  brought  on  before 
the  Goaocial  year.  If  he  were  to  regard 
this  point  he  would  be  only  called  opon 
to  lay  that  such  conduct  upon  tbe  part  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  deserving  of 
the  highest  approbation.  During  the  in. 
terral  betweeu  the  light  hon.  Baronet's  as- 
sumption of  office  and  the  period  of  the 
meeting  of  tbe  present  Perliament  there 
was  no  end  to  the  attacks  and  accusations 
which  were  made  aeainst  him.  On  the 
first  assembling  of  Parliament  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  was  perfectly  prepared  to 
lay  before  the  House  alt  those  measures 
which  he  considered  tbe  aecessily  of  the 
country  demanded,  and  he  only  wailed  to 
the  time  when  the  forms  of  the  House 
would  permit  him  to  bring  forward  bis 
propositions.  The  first  proposition  was 
the  Corn-law,  which  was  followed  by 
the  Income-tax  Bill,  and  the  revision 
of  the  tsriC  It  was  impossible,  he 
thought,  not  to  concur  with  the  re- 
quest of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  who 
begged  of  hon.  Gentlemen  to  with- 
hold their  opinions  until  the  whole  of  his 
plans  were  before  the  House.  Tbe  whole 
of  these  measures  were  now  before  the 
House  and  the  country.  The  Corn-law 
had  been  happily  disposed  of  in  this 
House,  and  there  remained  the  two  great 
questions— namely,  the  Income-tas  and 
the  tariff— for  their  consideration.  In 
■trict  fbrm  the  Income-tax  was  now  tiie 
only  question  before  the  House,  but  as  the 
tariff  was  so  intimately  connected  with 
this  question,  it  was  very  diSScult  to  sepa- 
rate them.  The  main  qnestion  was,  whe- 
ther the  exigencies  of  tbe  country  did  not 
justify  the  imposition  of  this  tax,  which 
had  DOW  been  brought  forward  ?  And 
here  he  must  allude  to  the  speech  oF  (he 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  London.  He 
confessed  that  he  had  listened  to  some 
portions  of  the  noble  Lord's  speech  with 
some  surprise,  and  to  other  parts  of  it  with 
very  great  pain.  It  was  not  necessary  tor 
him  10  go  back  to  the  period  when  the 
locome-tax  was  proposed  at  the  termina- 
tion of  the  last  century.  It  was  not 
neceHarj  for  bin  to  argue  ia  iaTonT  of 


then  involved. 
ished  to  allude  to  that  period  when  that 
party  who  were  now  on  the  Oppositioa 
side  of  tbe  House  held  the  reina  of  power, 
in  the  year  1830.  He  wished  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  tbe  time  when 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  London 
held  office  in  tbe  Government  of  tbe 
country,  under  the  auspices  of  a  wiser  and 
better  leader  than  ever  that  party  had 
since;  he  alluded  to  Earl  Grey,  who  in 
1830  assumed  office.  Tbe  watchword 
with  that  party  on  taking  office  then  wu 
— refwro,  retrenchment,  and  peace.  They 
had  since  then  seen  the  Reform  Bill  car- 
ried, and  however  he  might  have  objected 
to  many  portions  of  that  bill,  it  neverthe- 
less removed  many  of  those  sources  of 
discontent  to  which  the  country  was  then 
sensible.  The  Reform  Bill  had  at  least 
given  them  a  Government  established 
upon  a  b.-oad  conservative  basis,  resting 
for  their  support  upon  the  people,  • 
and  not  upon  that  oligarchy  which  was 
then  termed  a  boroughmongering  oli- 
garchy. Let  them  now  look  at  the 
conduct  of  the  liberal  Administration. 
After  they  had  carried  the  Reform  Bill 
how  did  they  carry  out  their  further  views  ? 
Retrenchment  they  had  certainly  seen,  but 
it  was  retrenchment  of  an  opposite  charac- 
ter to  what  this  word  was  intended  to  con- 
vey. They  had  certainly  effected  retrench- 
ment in  the  revenues,  but  a  great  augmen- 
tation of  expenditure.  This  course  of 
proceeding  had  necessarily  involved  their 
successors  in  great  difficulty  and  danger; 
and  more  especially,  when  instead  of  main- 
taining peace  (although  certainly  the  coun- 
try had  not  been  engaged  in  any  Eoropean 
war),  yet  they  had  involved  it  in  wars  as 
destructive,  as  expensive,  and  as  protracted 
St  any  European  war  could  pouibly  be. 
What  had  they  seen  in  the  regions  beyond 
tbe  Indus?  They  bad  suffered  cala- 
irretrievable ;  because  the  loss  of 
so  vast  a  body  of  brave  men  could  never  ba 
retrieved.  They  had  seen  exercised  the 
wanton  cruelty  of  a  barbarian  leader,  who 
had  violated  the  law  of  humanity  as  welt 
at  that  of  nations.  They  had  seen  a  Bri- 
tish envoy  ruthlessly  murdered  by  a  bar- 
barian who  set  at  nought  all  those  pro- 
ceedings which  should  hind  the  honest 
foe,  and  the  most  dreadful  carnage  resulu 
ing.  TransactioDstachaa  these  could  not 
remun  unredressed,  and  soiaething  must 
bedone.  ButwhohadbroughlpatbUwar. 
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with  KHue  degree  ur  propriety  to  ibe  Ian* 
gaage  which  he  (Mr,  I.iddell)  had  been 
extiemelj  sorry  to  hear  uttered  by  ■ome  of 
the  friends  oF  her  Majesly'i  Government 
on  that  (the  Minisieiial)  tide  of  the  House, 
(and  he  alluded  parlicniarlyto  the  language 
of  the  hoD.  Member  for  Wallingford),  and 
the  noble  Lord  then  went  on  to  lay — 

"  If  the  famen  hare  been  misled  and  de- 
ceived, it  is  not  I  who  have  deceived  and  mis- 
led iben  1  let  them  turn  id  those  who  have 
deceived  and  milled  ihem  at  the  late  election, 
aod  then  dislingnish  between  us." 

Whoever  might  have  misled  the  fanner, 
it  was  not  the  right  hon.  Baronet  nor  any 
of  the  Members  of  hii  GovetnmeDt.  It 
was  {jaite  clear  to  any  man  of  ordinary 
sagacity  and  observation,  that  although 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  in  his  speechet  on 
the  subject  of  the  Corn-laws,  did  pledge 
himself  to  the  maintenance  of  the  prmcipls 
of  B  fluctuatiDg  duty,  he  held  himself  free 
to  make  any  alieratton  in  detail;  and  in 
the  change  proposed  by  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet—a change  which  he  (Mr.  Liddell) 
expected — he  had  amply  redeemed  every 
pledge  which  he  had  given,  If  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen connected  with  the  agricoltural 
ioteresta  had,  on  some  occasions,  made 
nse  of  stronger  language  than  could  bs 
justified,  let  them  be  answerable  for  their 
conduct;  and  let  not  the  noble  Lord 
throw  the  imputation  either  upon  the  right 
bon.  Baronet  or  any  other  .Member  of  the 
Government.  Very  undue  sJarm  had  been 
excited  among  the  agriculturists,  particu- 
larly the  cattle  dealers.  He  waa  aware 
that  the  dealings  at  the  faira  and  inarlieta 
were  almost  in  a  state  of  stagnation  ;  that 
many  persons,  in  their  ignorance  of  what 
was  lihelY  to  happen,  feared  all  that  pos- 
sibly could  happen  ;  and  he  believed  their 
appiehensiona  had  had  the  mischierooa 
tendency  of  suspending  fbr  the  present  all 
dealings  in  stock.  When  he  (Mr.  LMdell) 
passed  through  York  the  other  day,  he 
waa  informed  that  a  placard  had  been 
exhibited,  announcing  that  contracts  had 
been  entered  into  for  supplying  the  mar- 
kets at  York  with  fresh  beef  at  the  rate  of 
3d.  per  lb.  Now,  he  would  ask  hon. 
Members  if  anything  could  be  more  vi- 
sionary than  an  appreheniioD  that  such 
would  be  the  case  7  He  thonght  he  should 
be  able  to  show  from  figurei,  that  such 
apprehensions  had  oot  the  slightest  fouo' 
dalion.  The  details  which  be  was  about 
to  lay  before  the  Houae  was  extracted 
from  parliamentary  returns  of  the  rereouej 
popalatioo,  ud  commerce  of  the  Uniteq 


Was  not  the  moat  experienced  leader  in 
diis  country  opposed  to  it?  Was  it  not 
well  known  that  the  illustrious  Duke  had 
expressed  his  disapprohalion  against  this 
war,  and  predicted  the  calamities  that  had 
since  occurred  ?  Let  them  not  hear  from 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  London 
that  this  Income-tax  should  not  be  pro- 
posed at  a  time  of  peace.  They  bad  got 
a  war  quite  sufficient  to  justify  any  go- 
vernment from  departing  from  a  fanciful 
rule  of  this  natare.  The  noble  Lord  was 
not  content  with  disputing  the  policy  of 
those  measures,  but  had  also  thought 
pn^r  to  move  a  resolution  of  his  own,  in 
which  he  clearly  called  the  attention  of 
the  Houae,  and  again  endeavoured  to  con- 
ciliate the  support  of  the  country,  to  those 
measures  which  had  so  signally  failed  him 
at  the  late  elections.  The  uoble  Lord 
mast  have  drunk  of  the  waters  of  oblivion 
to  foi^t  all  that  bad  so  recently  occurred. 
He  would  give  the  noble  Lord  an  instance 
of  what  occurred  regarding  those  three 
meainres  with  which  he  had  connected  the 
late  Gorernment — namely,  corn,  sugar, 
and  timber.  That  part  oi  the  country  to 
which  he  belonged  had  returned  eight  out 
of  ten  Members  to  Parliament,  supporters 
of  the  noble  Lord  and  the  late  Govern- 
ment; and  their  opinions,  he  thought, 
might  be  very  fairly  adduced  in  proof 
of  the  discordance  of  opinions  which 
existed  with  regard  to  his  measurea. 
When  hia  Colleague  was  introduced 
to  the  county  which  he  represented  he 
was  proposed  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Durham,  who  spoke  in  approbation 
of  the  Doble  Lord  aad  his  general  policy. 
But  on  one  point  be  said  ha  waa  compelled 
ts  record  his  disagreement  with  them,  and 
lie  declared  he  could  not  support  them  in 
their  meaanre  respecting  the  Corn-law, 
When  his  hon.  Colleague  addressed  the 
electors,  he  begged  to  be  excused  at  all 
events  from  supporting  the  proposition  for 
the  alteration  ot  the  sugar  duties.  Two 
other  hon.  Gentlemen  who  sat  on  the  other 
nde  of  the  House,  the  Members  for  North 
and  South  Shields,  declared  their  ioten- 
tkra  of  aapporting  the  then  existing  Ad- 
minittration,  and  expressed  their  appro- 
btttOB  of  the  propositions  with  respect  to 
com  and  augar,  hut  they  distinctly  de- 
clared tb«y  could  not  think  of  the  proposed 
change  in  the  timber  duties.  He  almost 
doubted  whether  any  one  follower  of  the 
late  Government  gave  them  an  entire  and 
cordial  anpport  Tbe  niAle  Lord,  the 
Menbw  let  Londotit  nfericd  certaiftly 
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He  quoted  thii  to  show  how  la^e  ao 
mportarion  tbiH  country  would  bear  wilh- 
out  an;  diminution  of  tne  price.  But  wiih 
regard  to  the  apprefaeniions  as  to  ihe  large 
importation  of  catile,  he  abouid  like  to 
aik  where  was  that  country  wtitch  «bi  to 
BOppty  this  large  stock  T  tr  the  cattle  were 
to  come  from  any  quarter,  they  ibu it  come 
frotn  the  north  of  Europe  borderihg  on  the 
Baltic.  He  had  looked  into  the  exports  and 
impotts  of  some  of  those  countries,  And  he 
found  them,  with  bnly  one  exception,  iUi- 
porling  countries.  Stockholm  exported 
no  cattle,  but  imported  1,139  horned  cat- 
tle from  Finland.  Piilssia  both  exponed 
and  imported  to  a  coosidetable  amount ; 
but  the  imports  of  cattle  were  consideta- 
blj  tar^r  that]  the  exports  of  any  year. 
In  1828  Prussia  imported  9,545  oxen  and 
sleers,  and  exported  3,236;  imported 
6,6Td  cows,  exported  4,293;  imported 
3,532  Gains,  exported  666 ;  being  a  totll 
of  importi  of  oxen,  cows,  and  calrei 
amounting  to  19,752,  and  of  exports  tn 
8,197,  leBTing  an  exceii  of  iroporla  over 
expotts  of  11,555.  In  1829,  oxen  and 
ateers  Imported  8,317,  exported  S,850; 
cows  imported  8,408,  exponed  4,235: 
caUes  imported  9,617-  exported  89(t ; 
total  itnporU  20,342,  exports  7,971;  ex- 
cess of  imports  o*er  exports  13,37 1, 
In  1830,  oxen  and  steGta  imported  7,879, 
exported  3,456;  cows  imported  R,63T, 
exported  5,138;  calves  imported  3,465 ; 
exported  418;  total  imports  17,981  ;  ex- 
erts 9,012 1  excess  of  imports  over  ex- 
ports 8,969.  lb  1831,  oxen  and  steers 
ported    5,748 ;    exported   3,435 ;  cows 

iported  5,193;  etporUd  4,185;  ealvei 
imported  2,614  ;  exponed  442  ;  total 
imported  13,555;  exported  8,062;  ex- 
cess of  imjiotU  over  exports  5,493  The 
number  of  sheep  imported  and  exported 
into  and  from  Prussia  was— 


KingdotD)  And  his  first  extract  would  tend 
to  shew  the  extraordinary  increase  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  importation  from 
Ireland  during  the  last  ten  years:—- 

"In  1835,  e3,&S4  eows  sod  oxen  were  im- 
ported from  Ireland;  in  tB35  no  le«i  than 
98,lse,  being  an  increasB  at  34,634.  In  1825 
the  number  of  aheep  imported  from  Irelind 
into  this  eountrr  wssTS,191;  inlBSfiitwu 
ias,46S,  beinganinFTBMeDf  ft3,S6t.  In  iftSS 
the  number  of  swine  impotted  ^m  Italaad 
wt*  65,ei9 1  in  less,  STBiigt,  being  an  in- 
crease of  310,272." 

This  would  show,  that  however  large 
the  importations  into  this  country  were, 
the  markets  Were  more  than  sufficient  to 
lyike  them  off;  for,  notwilhaianding  the 
impartations  of  cattle  from  Ireland  and 
Scotland,  with  the  advantages  of  ateam 
navigation,  at  this  moment  butcher's  meat 
In  London  bOre  a  higher  price  within  a 
fraction  than  it  had  ever  done  before,  for 
butther's  meat  could  not  now  be  got  in 
London  under  Bd.  a  pound.  However 
interested  he  might  be  in  the  well-being 
of  the  agricultural  intereil,  he  most  ad- 
mit, as  well  with  regard  to  them  as  for 
the  interest*  of  trade,  that  it  was  not  foi 
the  interest  of  the  agriculturist  or  of 
the  manufacturer  that  either  com  or 
botcher's  meat  sbould  bear  too  high  a 
price.  He  gave  the  right  hon.  Baronet  In- 
finite credit  for  the  details  of  the  tariff.  He 
believed,  while  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
been  well  aware  of  the  position  in  which 
he  stood  at  the  head  of  the  great  party 
ftho  Supported  him,  he  was  yet  fully  alive 
to  the  duties  of  his  position  in  this  great 
empire.  He  believed  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  devoted  his  best  attention  to 
the  removal  of  those  restrictions  on  com- 
meree  of  which  complaints  had  justly  been 
BiBde;  and  regarding  the  high  price  of 
provisions  at  the  present  time,  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  well  considered  alt  the 
conflicting  dntiea  of  his  (losilion,  and  had 
decided  as  a  man  of  honour  ought  to  de> 
Me.  He  trusted  (he  right  hon.  Baronet's 
roeanres  would  meet  with  the  nceesi 
(hey  desetved.  Adverting  once  mere  to 
the  supply  of  the  London  markets,  tt  was 
ably  in  the  last  Saturday's  paper  that  he 
bas  aeen  the  following  paragraph  : — 


M9  head  of  ealtle.     She  also  brought  100 

Jigs,  a*e  or  six  tons  of  beef  and  matlon,  and 
W  boxes  of  salmon," 
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1828 
1839 
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1831 
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314,848 
130,180 
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88,187 
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1838 
1839 
1830 
1831 


38,106 
31,603 
43,313 
33,393 
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Frott  tbic  atRtemeirt,  it  wOqM  appear  j  exteDt  mi  tost.    Nov  csiitidtfring  thete 


that  we  Deed  have  do  sppreheation 
Prussia,  io  lo^  as  her  inporta  ot  catile 
M  much  txeeeded  her  exporia.  He  then 
cAne  to  Denmark,  and  to  the  rich  pai- 
tnrln  ef  Hobtein,  of  wfricb  tbeM  if efe  the 
greatest  apftfeheotion*,  And  fooiKl  that 
the  tdtal  amonot'  of  exports  in  the  year 
l8Sfi  from  Dtnrftarfc  to  (he  *hole  irorW 
^HH,  oxen  28,323 ;  ccr«i  5,009;  cahet 
6,903;  pf^t  la.OZB.  And  he  found,  that 
HolhlDd  Slid  Belgiom  exported  none.  Let 
tfny  tmi  look  to  the  district  of  Hoiitein, 
from  nhieh  tbese  ciittle  were  to  be  ex- 
l^iTted,  and  they  tronld  find  that  it  was 
not  bf  one  third  so  large  as  the  eoonty  of 
Tofk.  Let  them  aslc  tbemseli'es,  then,  if 
tfttir  apprehensions  of  what  could  be  im- 
|f6rled  thence  Were  not  visioDary.  He 
iliucb  ddliblecf  Whether  b]r  thele  means 
batchers'  meat  trould  be  reduced  Id.  per 

Sidfid.  He  would  not  have  troiibkd  the 
Ouse  With  these  figures,  bat  as  be  had 
Ibii^  been  cbniiected  with  a  celebrated 
agncultnral  county,  lie  (bought  it  of  es- 
senlial  importance  that  Ihese  apprebeh- 
tinns  and  alarms  of  hie  conilituents  should 
be  pat  an  end  to,  and  he  hoped  that  the 
statement  would  have  that  effect.  God 
knew  her  Majesty's  GoTcrnraent  were  well 
able  to  vindicate  ttieir  own  measures,  and 
were  in  possession  of  tnformattoa  which 
could  not  be  obtained  by  any  individual 
Member  of  the  House ;  bat  no  suspicion 
could  be  attached  to  bis  statemeotg,  and 
they  would  be  the  more  valuable,  he 
hoped,  because  they  came  from  an 
Sttspeeted  quarter.  No  man  was  more 
deeply  linked  than  himself  in  feeling  and 
coAtnunfty  of  property  witbagrieultaristt, 
ibd  he  hoped,  the  remark^  which  he  had 
cotisiderea  it  his  dutv  to  make,  would  allay 
■ome  of  those  apprenensions  which  tended 
so  much  to  depress  their  ipirita,  and  dit- 
torb  the  common  course  of  the  markets. 
With  regard  to  France,  the  total  ralue 
of  live  animals  imported  in  1837  was 
£37,000/.,  the  *atue  of  the  exports  was 
AiifiOQl.,  showing  an  excess  of  imports 
over  export!  of  11-5,000/.;  so  that  we  need 
not  dread  any  inundation  of  cattle  from 
Franra  into  this  country.  The  only  part 
of  Europe  which  could  come  into  compe- 
tition wiUi  our  market  whs  Holsteio,  Al- 
though be  bad  net  travelled  into  that 
cotintry,  he  bad  been  informed,  that  the 
fanning  there  was  carried  on  a  noat 
expenatve  acale.  Their  fferm  buildings 
titmtt  riraUed  those  of  thri  country  in 


things,  and  also  that  the  navtgatiorr  of 
the  Elbe  was  closed  durfng  a  great  pstt 
of  the  year/  and  exposed  dniag  many 
months  io  norms  so  severe,  that  on 
occasion  an  officer  of  great  distmc- 
tion  had  informed  him,  thai  dsKir^  » 
very  short  voyage,  seventeen  horses  oat  of 
twenty  died,  there  was  link'  reason  to 
dread  any  dangerous  cempetitroii  from 
that  country  }  and  if  80,  no  apprabensini 
need  be  enteflained  of  any  other  country. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Renfrewthire,  thfi 
other  night,  entered  rata  the  eonsidenltios 
of  several  portions  of  the  tariff.  The  hon. 
Member  alladed  to  the  proposed  change  in 
the  limber  duties,  and  althoagh  conai- 
dersble  apprehensions  were  felt  on  that 
point,  amongst  the  shtpownera  and  timber 
merchanta,  be  thoaght  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet and  her  Majesty's  Government  would 
be  satis6ed  with  one  statement  which  he 
had  it  in  his  power  to  make.  When  th« 
late  Government  introduced  their  measure 
regarding  timber,  the  whole  shipping  in- 
terest were  in  arms.  The  two  hon.  Mem- 
bers for  North  and  South  Shields  felt 
compelled,  in  their  appeal  to  their  conslf- 
tuents,  to  say,  that  so  far  aa  the  change  in 
the  timber  duties  was  concerned,  no  power 
on  earth  should  iuduce  them  to  consent  16 
How  gratifying  must  be  the  contrast 
just  exhibited  by  the  shipowners  of  Sun- 
derland. A  large  meeting  was  held  in 
that  place  a  few  days  ago,  for  the  purpose 
of  passing  a  vote  of  censure  on  the  propo- 
sition of  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  That 
meeting  was  attended  by  a  very  infloential 
and  extensive  timber  merchant,  who  pro- 
posed the  first  resolution,  which  ceriaioly 
found  a  seconder,  but  he  dovbted  whether 
it  found  another  supporter ;  for  an  amend- 
ment was  moved,  to  the  fefiect — 

"  That  this  meeting  does  not  think  it  necei- 
lary  to  Interfere  witB  the  proposition  of  the 
fight  hoo.  Batonat  and  her  Msjes^'s  Oovem- 

And  the  mover  and  seconder  went  otft 
in  sapport  of  their  resolotron,  be  believed^ 
almost  alone.  At  the  tame  time,  he  mnM 
say,  that  ifae  abipping  interest  eDtertaieecl 
a  very  strong  feeling  on  tbeaa  ebanges. 
But  Weighing  well  the  difficnliies  belonjt^ 
ing  to  the  question — the  great  inequalitt 
of  the  duties  existing  between  Baltic  ana 
Canadian  limber,  be  was  not  prepared  to 
say,  that  the  right  hon.  Banmet  eoaid 
have  taken  a  wiaei,  a  better,  or  a  aafer 
course,    Then  was  one  pfopoiitkm  to 
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which  he  wished  to  call  the  notice  of  hi 
Hajeit;**  GoTernment,  and  which  itood 
on  R  rer;  different  Fooling.  [Cheeri.] 
Re  wBi  perrectly  prepared  for  ihat  cheer. 
There  was  a  rerj  great  difTereoce  beween 
makiiig  a  chanp  in  the  tariff  generally, 
by  wbicb  a  reduciion  of  the  duty  i . 
■Imoit  eTery  article  tras  proposed,  and 
imposing  a  tax  upon  another  article  which, 
as  far  ai  the  faith  of  Partiamenl  could  be 
pledged,  was  placed  on  a  different  footing 
some  few  yean  ago.  He  alluded,  as  the 
House  had  already  anticipned,  to  the  pro- 
posed duty  on  coats.  There  woald  be 
abundant  opportunities,  when  this  impost 
was  under  consideration,  to  maLe  such 
obserrationa  as  his  duty  to  his  constilu- 
enla  might  demand.  He  had  only  alluded 
to  that  duty  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
(hat  the  proposition  of  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet did  not  meet  his  entire  and  undiTided 
auppon.  But  if  he  differed  from  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  with  regard  to  cosU,  be 
could  assure  him  that  be  was  prepared  to 
gire  sufficient  and  conclusite  reasons  for 
Ihat  difference  of  opinion.  Nothingcould 
be  more  fair  than  the  principles  upon  which 
the  right  bon.  Baronet  proposed  to  impose 
that  lax,  but  in  the  application  of  those 

Brinciples,  he  thought  the  right  hon. 
aronet  was  wrong.  Hon.  Gentlemen 
ODght  tu  remember  this,  that  a  Oovem- 
ment  in  proposing  a  great  measure  of  ibis 
kind  had  to  choose  between  two  difficul- 
ties. They  must  either  keep  their  mea- 
sures a  profound  secret,  or  make  a  previous 
investigation  and  inquiry.  If  they  adopted 
the  latter  course,  and  made  inquiries  on 
particular  points,  suspicions  would  be  ex- 
cited, and  a  general  distrust  and  anxiety 
would  be  created  in  the  public  mind, 
which  would  be  productive  of  extreme 
inconvenience.  The  balance  of  conre- 
nience  was  certainly  in  favour  of  keeping 
the  measures  entirely  secret,  until  the 
proper  time  arrived  for  their  full  develop- 
ment. But  when  that  was  the  case,  it  was 
■caicely  possible  but  that  some  peculiari- 
ties connected  wiib  particular  trades  must 
escape  their  knonledgei  and  perhaps  under 
such  circumstances,  they  mi^ht  see  the 
necessity  of  reconsidering  certain  points 
when  statements  were  placed  before  them, 
tending  to  show  that  such  propositions 
were  of  an  unfair  character.  In  conclu- 
■ion,  be  trusted  that  the  remarks  which  he 
had  ventured  to  offer  to  the  House  would 
be,  in  some  degree,  instrumenul  in  re- 
moving the  viiionarj  alarm  wbkh  bad 


{COMMONS}  Report—  348 

been  created  among  the  agricultural  aad 
some  other  classes. 

Mr.  A,  W»tmt  said,  "sufficieotfor  the 
day  was  the  evil  thereof."  It  would  be 
time  enough  to  follow  the  bon.  Member 
who  had  just  sat  down  in  bis  discureire 
walks  through  the  tariff,  when  that  sub- 
ject should  be  befiire  the  Hnuae  fat  its 
consideration.  At  the  same  timebe  would 
throw  out  this  queatiau  to  those  bon.  Mem- 
bers who  pursued  the  same  line  of  argument 
— how  were  the  hopes  of  the  countiT  to  be 
realised,  if  the  fears  of  the  agriculturists 
wereentirelywithoutfou  ndatiou?  A I  though 
the  hon.  Member  near  him  (Mr.  Wallace) 
had  said,  it  was  impossible  to  make  any  dia- 
tinction  between  the  taxing  of  property 
and  of  income,  be  maintained  that  it  was 
as  possible  to  make  them  separate  and 
distinct  aa  it  was  any  two  taxes  that  might 
be  imposed.  He  was  so  satisfied  of  Uiis 
that,  that  if  he  stood  alone  in  bis  opinion, 
be  ^ould  not  hesitate  to  state  it.  But 
while  be  could  shelter  himself  under  the 
opinion   of  a  man  who  was  one  of  the 

Keatest  and  brightest  ornameats  of  that 
ouse,  he  thought  the  ri^ht  boo.  Baronet 
would  see  reason  to  revise  and  alter  his 
determination.  He  alluded  to  Mr.  Hu»* 
kisson,  who  had  drawn  a  distinction  be- 
tween an  income-tax  and  a  property-tax. 
On  the  18th  of  March,  1830,  Mr.  Huskia- 
son  made  the  fallowing  ohserrations  in 
that  House  when  speaking  of  an  income- 
tax:— 

"  After  ilie  be»t  coniideration  which  he  (Mr. 
Huskisson)  hnd  beeD  able  to  give  to  the  subject, 
be  still  euiertained  ttrong  doutits  whether  sde- 
qunte  relief  would  be  afforded  wiihout  remov- 
ing a  larger  amount  of  those  taxes  which  press 
directly  upon  income  arising  from  capitu  en- 
gaged in  industry  and  upon  the  income  to 
which  that  capital  gave  employment,  and  traos- 
ferring,  u  far  as  might  be  indispensable,  the 
bunJsn  upon  all  that  class  of  income  which 
arises  from  capital  not  so  emplojed." 

How  was  it  passible  for  any  opinion  to 
be  expressed  in  terms  nuve  concise  than 
those  to  which  he  had  just  called  the  at- 
tention of  tbo  House?  Would  any  man 
say,  that  income  derived  from  funded  or 
landed  property  bore  any  similarity  to 
that  denvea  from  industry  or  the  exercise 
of  professional  talent?  Look  at  the  differ- 
ence between  a  man  with  bflOOL  a-year 
derived  from  lands  or  the  Ainds,  and  a 
man  who  realised  the  same  amount  of 
income  by  bis  professional  exertions.  In 
the  first  case  the  indiridnal  did  not  require 
to  save  aoythins,  because  his  lands  and 
property  in  the  nuda  would  ranutia  na  « 
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proriiioa  for  bis  familjr,  whereu  tbe  pio- 
MMional  man  was  obliged,  by  iDBuriog  his 
life  and  adopting  other  means  to  provide 
for  bis  hmilT,  to  expend  a  considerable 

Ertion  of  the  same  amount  of  income, 
e  hsd  not  vet  heard  a  single  sufficient 
Kuon  urged  m  favour  of  tbe  unpoMtion  of 
XD  income-tax,  nrhereaa  he  would  engage, 
that  if  tbe  opinion  of  the  population  could 
be  taken  upon  tbe  proposition,  nineteeu- 
twentiethg  would  be  found  to  be  opposed 
to  it  He  did  not  wish  or  intend  to  treat 
this  as  apartyqaestion.  On  the  contrary, 
be  had  cheered  the  right  bon.  Baronet  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  when,  on 
oprning  his  financial  statement,  he  had 
Hated,  tlut  be  thought  the  time  bad 
arrived  when  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the 
country  that  property  should  be  called 
upon  to  bear  tbe  Inirdeni  of  the  State.  He 
lepeated,  that  he  had  cheered  that  senti- 
ment, little  thinking  that  while  tbe  right 
bon.  Baronet  inteoded  to  call  upon  tbe 
owners  of  property,  he  meant  to  inflict 
this  tax  upon  industrial  and  professional 
income.  He  owned  that  he  was  su^rised, 
on  looking  at  the  Orders  of  the  Day  in 
which  this  measure  appeared,  to  see  it 
always  spoken  of  as  a  "  property-tax,"  and 
fae  had  been  solicitous  to  find  out  how  that 
bad  arisen.  He  hod  looked  to  the  index 
to  the  Statutes,  and  bad  found  that  nerer 
until  1798  and  1802,  had  such  a  measure 
been  spoken  of  as  a  property,  hut  as  an 
incnme<tax.  Ilieir  forentfaers  knew  well 
the  difference  between  an  iacome  and  a 
property-tai,  and  it  bad  remained  for  those 
who  had  followed  them  to  class  one  of  the 


most  odious,  unjust,  and  inquisifaKial  im- 
posti  in  the  world  with  a  tax  which,  of  all 
others,  was  the  most  just.  Was  there 
such  a  similarity  between  property  and 
iDcome,  that  it  would  be  unlair  to  tax  the 
one  and  let  the  other  go  unscathed  ?  The 
right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
the  other  night,  in  answer  to  the  boo. 
and  learned  Member  for  Bath,  bad  inquired 
whether  it  wonld  be  just  to  allow  a  pro* 
fessinoal  man,  making  from  8,000/.  to 
10,000/.  per  annum,  escape  his  contribu- 
tion, when  an  anuuitaat,  deriving  from 
fixed  property  only  200^  or  300iL  a-yeor, 
should  be  oblif^ed  to  pay  the  tax.  'I'hat 
inquiry  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
himself  answerM  tbe  other  evening,  when 
he  showed  that  the  question  was  one  of 
justice  or  injustice.  If  be  had  to  choose 
between  two  modes  of  injustice,  he  would 
prefer  being  guilty  of  neither  taxing  the 
professiraal  man  of  8,000/^  nor  tbe  annui- 
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taat  of  900/.  a-year.  Neither  bad  tbs 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  Ibr  Tam- 
worth,  given  any  answer  to  the  eloqnent 
allusiou  made  in  the  coure  of  the  last 
ni^t's  debate  by  tbe  right  hnn.  and 
learned  Membrr  for  Duogarvan  (Mr. 
Shell),  to  the  position  of  a  professional 
man.  True  it  was,  tbe  right  hon.  Baro- 
net had  replied,  that  no  country  in  the 
world  would  dare  to  tax  the  light  and  air 
of  a  poor  man,  and  j-et  would  not  that  be, 
said  tbe  right  lion.  Baronet,  u  great  an 
injostice  as  onj  ibe  right  bon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Shell)  bad  complained 
of?  On  the  whole,  he  must  observe,  that 
if  tbe  owners  of  {voperty  would  not  con- 
sent to  bear  a  greater  portion  of  the  public 
burdens  of  the  countrr,  tbe  time  mi^t 
arrive,  when  it  would  be  for  them  to  con- 
sider whether  tliey  had  acted  wisely  in  not 
making  the  concession  in  due  time.  They, 
the  owners  of  property,  threw  all  tbe  bur- 
dens upon  iniJustry;  they  taxed  every 
necessary,  every  comfort  of  the  industrious 
classes — luxuries  they  had  none,  — and 
now  they  sought  to  tax  their  tenants  of 
300JL  a-year,  because  they  would  not  con- 
sent to  put  their  hands  into  their  own 
pockets  and  pay  a  larger  amount  themselves. 
But  whether  the  present  proposition  was 
an  income  or  pmper^-tax,  it  must  be 
objectionable  in  the  mode  of  collection. 
All  indirect  taxation  led  to  inquisition; 
and  in  this  case  it  would  be  an  inquisition 
which,  commencing  in  fraud,  would  lead 
to  ruinous  effects  on  industry,  because  it 
would  expose  the  ailUrs  of  every  man  lo 
bis  neighbours.     He  had  put  upon  the 


He  had  put 
noiice-peper  a  series  of  lesolutions  by  way 
of  amendment,  upon  which,  after  the  pre- 
sent question  was  disposed  of,  he  should 
certainly  take  the  sense  of  the  House. 
He,  admitted,  that  trade  and  manufactures 
were  depressed,  and  the  country  was  placed 
in  difBcultiea.  The  right  bon.  Baronet 
called  upon  Parliament  and  tbe  country 
to  make  an  exertion  to  meet  tbe  emer- 
gencv.  He  was  perfectly  willing  to  do  so, 
but  he  thought  tbe  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  no  right  to  call  upon  income  to  con- 
tribute until  tbe  necessity  was  absolute. 
The  actual  deficiency  wax  2,500,000/.  He 
would,  by  the  adoption  of  his  resolutions, 
give  tlte  right  boo.  Baronet  the  money. 
But  why  was  it  extended  to  3,500,000/.  t 
And  why  make  a  new  experiment  with 
the  timber- duties— an  experiment  which 
he  contended  wnuld  continue  a  monopdy 
lo  one  description  of  Canadian  timber, 
known  as  finishing  timber,  while  it  would 
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fpre  00  b«Mfit  to  the  couuimv  in  reapaot 
qf  £bI  lie  tinlwr  ?  On  tlie  vhole,  be  cob- 
tflsdad  tbat  the  pKwnt  was  aot  a  time  to 
jxQfoce  an  inoooK-tax,  witbout  vhicb  it 
.would  bs  inpoaeible  to  make  auyjctuuige 
in  the  ti[abec<dutiei.  In  tbe  r^oIutioDS 
9f  whiob  he  bwl  given  notice,  he  had 
dBflcribed  the  cbaraeter  of  bd  ioeome-tax 
to  be  too  arhitrary  and  iiMjuisitorial  to  be 
fiorDe  by  a  nation  jealouB  of  its  liberties, 
<ac^  on  the  moat  urpieot  wcesuty,  and 
tliis  definition  was  fortified  bj  the  opioioue 
•x|)reesed  in  1816  bj  J!/)rd  FolUtooe  {vow 
the  Etu-]  of  Badnor).  and  bv  Mr.  (now 
Loml)  BEOvgham-  In  ISlfi,  Uw  Commons 
n&ised  't«  agsee  to  the  iDtrodix^ioD  of  the 
loU,  #nd  tuough  be  could  not  tbiok  the 
mm  rMttlC  vould  occur  in  t^  preaent 
iuttaDcei  atyi  he  trusted  there  would  be 
fope  amelioratioD  in  the  atq^ure.  He 
had  (tated  fdso,  is  hia  resolutioos,  that  tw 
iqvaHne-tax  had  a  pernicioiu  utd  iemorti- 
isijDg  tend/ency.  Could  that  awewoa  be 
bett«r  proved  than  by  (he  fact,  that  in  the 
lUft  yoar  io  which  the  prerioiw  income-tax 
vaa  in  Mxntion  in  London  ^lons  there 
»me  BO  Icaa  (ban  11,000  surcbarges,  diat 
vfth^Hi  8,000  were  aet  tside,  mi  that  the 
9tlw  7.090  did  not  H|^ieal,  twcaiue  pro- 
tlilMy  ti»f  fiboDght  it  a  lew  eril  to  «ubmit 
to  Vm  iqpo^itioa?  He  diugned  from 
tkt  peaitioa  of  tb*  ^oble  Lofd  who  had 
ptovM  Itbe  ame«dpi«|Bt  now  u^der  co«n- 
dewUWf  t^  f^  W0VJ4  be  bett^  to  mut. 
HiB  thfmgbt  iF  TTM  ^ednty  of  Parliftmeikt 


«90rt- 


jtos 


to  ypMwt  tiw  coUDtiT  and  iti  ali^ea  in 
tin>e  j)f  war{  i^i  vM  uu  its  liU^ty  io  time 
of  peace  to  M|>Vold  the  coVMtry'a  credit. 
He  tl)frefbfB  wiahed  far  a  property-tax,  i^ 
ordier  that  tboie  other  impofia  voich  now 
proiwd  itpoq  tbe  i^uatry  of  tbe  country 
night  be  rem^rad.  if,  however,  tl>ey  were 
tn  bRve  an  Iircome>tax,  Ito  truated  the  right 
bw,  3iiirqn»t  would  aocampwy  i'  to  the 
AdJjMt  extant  with  the  relief  promlae^ 

t4fr  ^Vft"  >b)<)|  it  wat  Qot  because  be 
was  blind  Of  ioaenaible  to  the  obiectioaa 
jfiticii  bad  beffl  qrged  «gsij9»t  the  pteaeat 
fDBtmTP  'ba^  be  toae  on  tite  |^e»ent  occa- 
sjpi)  t  b4  f^lt  ihoae  otg^DhORS :  he  wsis 
awfin  of  tbe  iivtvality  of  the  tax,  but  be 
Vww  of  DO  otiier  to  which  atronger  objec- 
tWHU  mwild  vol  apply^  Hoaawtbeobr 
jentioMi  and  wu  wiliing  Io  meet  them, 
^nd  fac»  ibeOi  in  BonMquence  of  the 
difficulties  of  oiir  situation.  On  this,  io- 
dend,  he  ahoold  imagioe  ihare  wo^ld  have 
^tup  no  difierence  of  opinioD  in  the 
House.  The  opposite  aide  of  the  House, 
at  dw  liMa  of  ado(wia|  the  plan  Telative 


4o  tbe  Poat'office,  which  oocaaioMd  « 
sacuGce  of  reveone,  bad  pladged  tboai- 
•dves  to  6nd  a  aubatitate  for  ibe  defi- 
ciency. The  Goanctal  difficultis  of  the 
country  bad,  notwithstanding,  not  been 
dininisbed ;  they  aTose  from  tbe  cea- 
stant  coorae  of  allowing  the  debciency 
Io  increase  apon  us,  instead  of  rneeU 
ing  it  at  sn  early  period — conseqaenlly 
depending  upon  what  events  tiine  might 
bring  forward  to  increaae  tbe  exisiiag 
revenue  without  it  being  necessary  to  re- 
sort to  increased  taxatioB.  But  the  lime 
was  now  come  when  we  must  in  justice  do 
something,  unless  we  wished  to  aacriftoe 
the  credK  which  the  country  had  coa- 
staotly  mainiained,  and  I'bicb  under 
every  difficultv  we  bad  felt  to  be  l%e  6rrt 
considerBiion.  There  was  another  circvm- 
stance  to  which  he  wished  to  refer.  It  tnd 
been  said  that  we  should  resort  to  the 
budget  of  last  year— to  a  fixed  corn  doty, 
wbirti  by  giving  us  a  considerable  in 
crease  of  revenue  would  enable  us  to  meet 
the  deficiency.  He  was  quite  ready  to  meet 
tbat  argument,  but  it  had  been  already 
disposed  of.  Thelost  Parliamanl  and  tbe 
present  were  equally  agreed  against  (be 
mmtnre,  and  the  country  at  tbe  laa 
^eral  election  had  copBrmed  tbat  deci>- 
(ion.  It  we*  unnecessary,  therefore,  to 
occupy  ihe  time  of  the  House  in  aj^inf 
sgainst  thai  jmesauie.  It  was  also  sug- 
gested that  there  m^ht  be  a  coasidera. 
ble  increase  4>f  the  assessed  Isxca.  Ha 
W)S  old  enoDgli  to  remember  the  time 
when  the  assesaad  taies  were  trebled  ia 
1798.  Tbe  propositioin  received  tbe  jnoat 
willing  lOVppoTt  from  ihe  country,  notwitb- 
staadiug  the  extreme  prevuje  of  laxatioa 
at  the  time — the  country  responded  to 
the  call,  and  at  once  consented  to  the 
njcaiure.  It  was  also  accompanied,  io 
consequence  of  the  exigency  of  the  tioiM^ 
by  a  voluntary  subscription  which  pro- 
duced not  less  than  two  millions  and  a 
half.  Tbat  treble  osaeasmeot,  he  shoubt 
say,  was  tbe  bas^  of  Ihe  Inconxe-tax, 
because,  by  its  provisions,  psrties  were 
exonerated  from  the  treble  assessment  by 
the  payment  of  one-tenth  of  their  income. 
Many  be  knew  went  eren  beyond  that,  and 
voluntarily  paid  sums  sot  leas  than  ZQ 
|»er  cent,  upon  their  income.  Tbe  tioka 
also  was  one  of  coasiderable  political 
excitement.  He  bad  no  with  Lo  revive 
angry  reminiscences  among  the  daican- 
danta  of  the  then  Opposition,  but  it  wan 
well  known  tbat  many  of  tbe  largeat  laadal, :; 
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piopiiatora  of  the  countiy  wen  oppowd  to 
the  war,  and  felt  it  incDnaitteiit  to  gite  it 
aay  aupfkort  whilefar.  The  coaieqvence 
IMS,  that  not  oaly  did  thete  large  landed 
pioprieton  aotna  of  them  the  Urgeat  in  the 
kiogdom,  lefuic  to  contribute  to  the  aub- 
Muiption,  but  there  were  iaitsoMa  of  eve- 
■ioB  of  the  aaaeaaed  taxea  which  created  a 
feeling  of  rerj  alrooi;  iDdigoation  ihrough- 
oul  the  mt  of  the  country ,  and  gave  rise  loa 
feeling  that  it  waa  unequal  in  iti  operation. 
While  one  portion  of  the  coomuQity  Blood 
fomard  to  maintain  the  hono  r  of  the 
nwntry,  there  were  othera  who  held  biok. 
TlHtt  nve  rae  to  the  iMomc-ias,  and 
ma^  It  welcome  to  a  U^e  portion  of  the 
country:  and  he  believed  that  it  wai 
owi^  to  the  feeling  excited  by  partiea  ha¥- 
ii^witUteld  their  iocames,  that  the  lawme- 
taz  waa  >o  readily  adopted  in  the  nest 
tka  year  «t  1 0  per  cent.,  in  Bubttitution  for 
the  triple  aawaaaient.  After  the  short  ia- 
teml  of  the  peace  of  Amiens,  the  tai  was 
again  n<enacted  irt  1803,  at  the  rate  of 
5  per  cent,  and  taking  off  those  ex< 
emptiooB  which  had  been  fcnnd  in  many 
instancea  to  lend  to  fraud,  it  being  oon-. 
sidered  on  the  whole,  better  to  cast  the  net 
widely  and  include  all  dassea  of  persons. 
That  was  the  effect  of  the  maainre  of 
1803,  and  in  1 806  there  was  another  enact- 
ment brought  forward  on  the  Baroe  prin* 
ciple  by  Lards  OranviHe  and  Laosdowne, 
again  raising  the  liKome-tax  lo  10  per 
GMt.  In  1806  it  was  felt,  and  ja«tly,  that 
thoae  acta  having  bean  aocompaoied,  ao 
far  as  one  Parliament  could  bind  another, 
with  a  lolomn  pledge  that  they  were  not 
to  be  continued  beyond  the  time  of  war-^ 
it  waa  felt  when  peace  came,  that  it  waa 
dM  to  the  country  to  repeal  them,  hut 
that  certainly  was  not  the  leading  csuse. 
It  was  mainly  in  eoasequence  of  a  peace 
establishment  being  then  proposed  which 
was  considered  wholly  disproporlioBed 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  timei,  and  dan- 
geroos  to  the  iptrit  of  the  constituiion. 
it  aecmed  lo  have  been  proposed  with 
the  object  of  entrusting  dutica  which 
had  usvally  been  confided  to  civil  officers 
to  military  authorities,  and  the  Tesi^tsnce 
to  the  encroachment  upon  the  eivil  righti 
of  the  people  by  military  power  we*  the 
great  eauae  of  that  oppositioa.  It  was 
felt,  that  in  no  way  could  the  reiist- 
ance  be  more  effectual  than  in  opposing 
the  Income-tax.  The  House  of  Commoni 
tod  the  country  concurred  in  that  oppo- 
aitioBi  the  looome^ai  wu  repealed,  and 


the  eonieqnence  was,  that  the  war  eatab- 

llahment  was  considerably  reduced.  Ho 
used  that  as  an  argnment  to  abaw  why  h? 
should  he  sorry  to  aee  the  preseet  de-v 
fioiency  met  by  an  increase  of  the  KiseHeil 
taxes.  An  increase  of  the  assessed  taxe% 
must  fall  with  still  greater  inequality  upon 
trades  and  profestions,  and  would  proa* 
with  great  seveiiiy  upon  the  man  in  hum- 
ble ciTCurostanctB  with  a  large  fatnily  de> 
pendenton  him,  while  the  wealthy  bachelor 
would  escape  lightly.  On  that  g'Vund,  he 
certainly  felt  a  great  objection  lo  the  in- 
erease  of  the  asaessed  taxes.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  who  had  last  addressed 
the  House,  had  spoken  of  a  tai  upon  the 
auccession  lo  real  property;  but  he 
thought  there  were  great  diffioultiea  at- 
tending such  a  measure.  They  all  knew 
how  aucb  a  tax  could  be  asaessed  upon 
funded  property.  Every  one  knew  that 
it  could  be  retained  at  so  much  per  cent 
on  the  dividends;  but  how  were  they 
to  ascertain  the  value  of  landed  pro- 
perty! Were  they  to  send  a  Govern- 
ment vainer  over  it  to  ascertain  the  an- 
nual value  per  acre,  and  how  many  years' 
pnrchaie  it  was  worth  ?  Why,  lucb  « 
plan  would  perpetuate  dispute*  and  vesa- 
tioui  altercation*.  The  peculiar  burden) 
to  which  land  was  aubjected,  should  aUo 
be  taken  into  aecount,  and.  indeed  tjtey 
hid  been  already  referred  {o.  It  would, 
in  fact,  be  imppaitble,  for  the  first  year, 
to  ascertain  correctly  the  precise  aniouat  of 
the  tax  which  ihould  belaid  oui  or  to  form 
any  eitimate  of  its  produae.  He  ihould 
oertainly  have  approved  more  of  the  mea- 
sure of  the  right  hon.  Paronet  if  it  was  to 
have  been  applied  solely  to  meat  the  dsi 
fioiency  which  had  been  created  in  con- 
sequeoce  of  what  appeared  to  him  to 
have  been  considerable  misQianagemeot 
on  the  part  of  ihe  late  Government.  Not 
that  he  did  not  feel  the  value  and  im- 
portance of  the  proposed  alteration  in 
Ihe  duties  on  imporutioq  ;  but  (till  it 
was  a  different  principle  lo  apply  a  tax 
which  should  be  reserved  for  great  emer< 
gencies  to  such  a  purpose.  Ilie  question 
was,  was  it  absolutely  qeqessary  to  raisa 
the  money,  and  was  there  po  less  objec- 
tionable  mode  of  doing  so?  If  there  wea 
not,  lei  them  not  be  entering  into  compari- 
sons and  details  of  the  amount  of  difficulty, 
end  he  should  be  as  ready  as  any  man  to 
meet  theemergency  which,  alibough  not  SO 
great  as  that  of  the  last  war,  was  yet  one 
which  inoit  be  met.    He  would  ailf,  had 
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any  method  bMQ  suggested  of  meeting 
tlie  deficiency  which  would  be  more  equal 
and  leu  obnoxious  ?  It  had  been  objected 
to  his  right  hon.  Friend's  proposition  that 
there  should  have  been  a  diSereace  made 
between  the  incomes  derived  Trom  trades 
and  professions  and  those  derived  from 
laaded  property ;  but  if  that  were  done, 
hoMT  weresimilarexemptioos  in  other  case*, 
upon  the  same  principle  to  be  avoided  ? 
'How  were  they  to  deal  with  the  partiei 
having  an  estate  for  a  limited  term  of  years 
or  for  life  ?  How  were  they  to  deal  with 
persons  being  annuitants,  or  with  other 
parties  siroilsrly  circumstanced.  If  these 
parties  were  exempted,  they  must  exempt 
parties  having  estates  for  life,  or  where 
the  land  was  going  after  death  to  some 
distent  relative,  which  rendered  it  necei- 
■ory  to  make  some  provisions  for  the 
daughters  or  family.  He  really  did  not 
see  how  that  was  to  be  settled  ;  and,  if 
these  parties  were  exempted,  they  would 
exempt  the  great  bulk  of  the  landed  pro- 
perty of  the  country  which  was  under  eo- 
lail.  With  regard  to  the  general  question, 
be  thought  it  better  to  wait  until  the  bill 
was  ititrodnced.  He  felt  as  strongly  as 
any  man  could,  that  the  Income-tax  was 
a  resource  which  should,  if  possible,  be 
kept  in  tact  for  a  state  of  war,  when  the 
Minister  might  be  enabled  to  come  down 
and  raise  at  once  a  sum  of  10  per  cent. 
Still,  he  trusted,  before  that  emergency 
arose --before  any  European  war  tooli 
place — that  the  opportunity  might  be 
afforded  of  taking  off  the  lax.  No  dis- 
trust need,  in  this  respect,  be  entertained 
of  his  right  hon.  Friends  on  the  Treasury 
benches,  as  there  was  no  danger  that  the 
country  (whoever  might  he  Minister)  would 
allow  the  tax  to  continue  one  year  longer 
than  it  was  absolutely  necessary, 

Mr.  Macaulay ;  Since,  it  had  been 
decided,  upon  a  full  consideration,  that 
constitutional  right  and  public  convenience 
were  to  yield   to  the  mere  usage  of  150 

{ears,  he,  in  performance  of  the  promise 
e  hsd  made,  and  in  performance  of  the 
dnly  he  owed  to  his  constituents,  should 
ley  before  the  House  the  substance  of  the 

fetition  which  they  hsd  placed  in  his 
ands,  and  he  trusted  that,  before  long, 
be  should  be  able  to  perform  that  duty  in 
a  much  more  regular  manner ;  for  he  could 
not  believe  in  the  long  continuance  of  an 
abuse  which  for  the  time  had  been  sup- 
ported by  a  majority  of  a  single  vote, 
without  the  shadow  of  a  single  reason. 


He  should  itate,  as  concisely  as  if  he  were 
presenting  a  petition,  that  he  had  been 
chained  with  a  petition  from  the  Lord 
Provost,  the  magisiretes,  and  the  town 
council  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  with 
the  statement  which,  in  some  manner  or 
other,  consistently  with  its  rules,  he  was 
to  convey  to  the  House,  that  the  proposed 
tax  upon  all  kinds  of  income  was  calcu- 
lated to  cause  the  most  palpable  injustice, 
would  operate  most  unfairly  and  most 
unequally,  would  open  the  door  to  the 
greatest  fraud,  and  would  render  necessary 
the  application  of  machinery  of  the  most 
inquisitorial  nature  ;  and  he  had  to  inform 
the  House  that  other resolmioos  bad  been 
placed  in  his  hands,  from  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Edinbu^h,  strongly  opposed 
to  the  proposed  tax,  which  he  was  also 
requested  to  communicate  to  the  House  in 
some  mode  according  with  its  regulations. 
His  own  opinion  npoa  this  subject  agreed 
with  that  of  bis  constituents,  and  it  had 
not  been  shaken  by  the  speech,  to  which 
he  had  paid  the  utmost  attention,  delivered 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  close  of 
the  last  silting  of  that  House.  The  reai 
questions  which,  as  he  thought,  they  had 
to  consider  were,  whether  this  were  not  a 
tax  that  ought  to  he  imposed  only  in  the 
greatest  extremity,  and  whether  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country  were  such  as  to 
place  it  at  present  in  this  very  great  ex- 
tremity. His  answer  to  these  questions 
was  this,  that  au  Income-tax  is  a  tax 
which  nothing  but  the  last  extremity  could 
vindicate,  and  that  this  last  extremity  did 
not  exist.  With  regard  to  the  first  part 
of  the  proposition  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  not  said  one  word.  He  had  not  said 
one  word  intended  to  show  that  gross 
inequality  would  not  exist  in  the  collection 
of  this  tax,  and  not  a  word  to  show  that 
this  was  not  a  most  frightful  grievance. 
Instead  of  proving  that  the  inequality  waa 
not  the  most  unjust  part  of  the  tax,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  contented  him- 
self with  showing  that  this  inequality  and 
this  injustice  were  essential  p>rts  of  every 
income-tax.  When  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
his  side  of  the  House  were  contending  that 
a  property-tax  and  an  Income-tax  were 
inseparable— when  they  proved  that  equal 
injustice  must  accompany  both— as  often 
as  they  exposed  this  injustice,  so  often  did 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  receive  that  de- 
claration with  applause.  He  believed 
that  it  was  next  to  impossible  to  have  a 
property-tax  without  an  Income-tax,  and  . 
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he  believed  it  waa  a  tax  which  «ai  one  of 
the  iDoit  anjaitifiable  that  could  be  im- 
poaed  by  ParliBinent.  He  allowed  that 
oeccHity  might  justify  the  adoption  of  an 
Income-tax,  jaat  as  necessity  in  the  time 
of  war  justified  the  impreument  of  men 
for  the  navy — just  as,  in  time  of  war,  it 
was  justiRable  to  burn  down  a  town  and 
tecrifice,  without  compensation,  the  pro- 
perty of  the  inhabitanli,  because,  under 
auch  circumslsnces,  the  safety  of  the  State 
was  the  supreme  law,  and  over-rode  every 
other,  but  the  inequality  of  the  lax  was  so 
grots,  it  was  so  dislinctly  declared  by  hon. 
Oeniteaien  on  the  other  side  of  the  Houae 
that  this  inequality  waa  such  an  essential 
part  of  the  imposition,  the  evil  was  so 
freat,  that  only  in  ibe  most  extreme  ne- 
cessity ought  the  House  of  Commons  to 
lead  itself  to  the  imposition  of  such  a 
burden.  If  in  substance  the  tax  were 
nnjusi,  the  mode  of  collection  would 
BOt  be  lets  oppressive.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  leant  to  the  opinion 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Bath — whom  he  did  not  see 
then  in  his  place — when  he  said,  "  Why, 
if  yon  are  honest,  are  you  afraid  to  state 
Openly  the  amount  of  your  property? 
Why  is  there  this  tingnlariqueaniishnets  ? 
Poverty  is  no  reproach,  if  it  be  not  the 
icmiltof  a  man's  folly  or  a  man's  crime. 
I  have  Doolyection  to  declare  to  theworld 
the  amount  of  my  income.  It  is  a  shame 
to  say  that  professional  income  is  not  to 
be  taxed  in  the  same  manner  as  other 
men't  incomes."  No  doubt  the  hon,  and 
learned  Gentleman  said  what  he  felt :  he 
honoured  the  sentiment ;  he  should  be 
•ony  not  to  participate  in  it.  It  might 
be  eaty  for  a  man  of  a  philosophical  turn 
of  mind — it  might  be  eaty  for  the  hon, 
and  learned  Gentleman,  who  was  a  mem- 
ber of  (he  Legislature,  who  had  received 
markt  of  the  public  cotilidence  from  large 
bodies  of  his  fellow-countrymen  ;  he  might 
be  indifferent  whether  he  declared  his  for- 
inne  and  made  his  return.  It  was  his 
turn  of  mind — it  was  a  desirable  turn  of 
mind,  not  to  feel  any  aggrandisement  if  he 
had  a  fortune  of  4,000/,  a-year,  and  not 
to  feel  any  degradation  at  having  only 
400^  But  was  that  the  general  state  of 
feeling  among  the  people  of  this  country 
for  whom  they  were  about  to  legislate. 
Wat  it  a  fact  that  the  feelings  of  the 
people  of  this  country  were  not  against 
avowing  their  poverty  ?  Let  them  look  at 
what  was  taking  place  in  the  world.  Was 
VOL.  LXli.    {JXi 


not  half  the  life  of  many  mea  a  war  to 
avoid  the  appearance  of  poverty  ?  Were 
not  the  efforts  constant  to  appear  a  little 
above  the  true  slatei*  If  this  were  the 
case,  il  was  to  no  purpose  to  say  that  a 
better  and  a  more  philosophic  spirit  would 
raise  men  above  those  false  notions,  and 
elevate  their  feelings.  The  people  of  this 
country  had  this  feeling — whether  the 
feeling  were  reasonable  or  not,  it  was  not 
necesssry  to  inquire.  When  be  was  in 
India,  he  was  aware  that  there  was  a  feel- 
ing of  degradation  in  a  woman  if  she 
should  appear  with  her  face  unveiled.  He 
knew  that  the  feeling  was  unreaionable : 
he  did  not  share  in  it,  but  did  they  not 
conceive  that  in  legislating  for  tuch  a 
people  this  was  a  feeling  to  which  they 
ought  to  defer,  and  that  they  ought  not  10 
treat  such  prejudices  with  contempt?  He 
would  appeal  against  the  authority  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  and  against  the  au- 
thority of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Bath  upon  this  subject,  to  the  autho- 
rity of  one  of  the  greatest  moral  philoso- 
phers and  the  greatest  political  economist 
that  this  country  ever  produced,  Adam 
Smith,  who  declared  that  a  tax  upoD 
income  can  be  raised  only  by  means  of  aa 
annual  investigation  of  income,  which  was 
more  intolerable  than  any  tax  whatever. 
Here  the  tax  was  in  its  nature  unjust,  and 
it  was  confessed  that  the  mode  of  its  col- 
lection must  necessarily  be  most  vexatious. 
The  first  question  then  was  answered.  It 
was  a  tax  which  ought  to  be  resorted  to 
only  in  the  last  extremity.  Waa  there 
this  extremity  at  tha  present  moment  ? 
He  denied  it.  He  conceived  that  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  in  his  laboured  bat 
ineffeoive  address  when  he  first  brought 
forward  this  tax,  had  not  made  out  any 
such  necessity.  With  regard  to  the  war 
in  Aff{;hanistan,  although  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  made  a  dexterous  rheto- 
rical use  of  the  topic,  what  he  had  said 
appeared  to  him  in  the  light  of  mere 
sophistry, 

"  Did  the  people,"  said  theright  bon.  Oeii' 

tlenmn,  "  ever  know  of  such  a  diiaster — was 
there  ever  such  a  defeat  as  this  ?" 

And  then  with  great  feeling,  which  he 
had  no  doubt  was  most  sincere,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  added, 

"  A  whole  army  has  perished  ;  only  one,  or 
two,  or  (liree  persons  have  escaped  from  this 
great  army  to  bear  ihe  news  of  the  destruction, 
and  yet  you  talk  of  opposing  this  tax.*' 
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Houie  had  not  ai  yet  before  it  the  fupple* 
mentary  eitimales,  he  wai  not  without  the 
means,  ai  a  lite  Secretary  of  War,  of 
considering;  the  effect  which  these  dis> 
alter*  would  have  open  the  eitimite.  Ha 
did  not  ssy  that  he  coald  produce  a  cor- 
rect estimate  of  the  additiooal  char^  ;  it 
had  been  the  ordinary  course  that  the 
estimates  should  be  brought  in  and  rated 
before  the  Ways  and  Meant  were  propDacd. 
They  had  not  the  estimates  before  them, but 
nothing  could  be  more  futile  than  to  insti- 
tute any  compariioo  belweeo  the  charges 
for  this  war  and  the  charges  for  the  cheapest 
of  the  European  wars,  even  the  last.  In 
his  opinion,  the  Governmeot  were  takitig 
a  wise  and  spirited  course;  they  were 
doing  what  they  ought  to  do.  He  knew 
Dothiog  except  what  he  learnt  from  tba 
pubhc  prints;  they  were  talcing  vigorouk 
measures  for  cooveying  British  troops  ta 
our  Indian  possessions,  and  he  would  giva 
to  ihoie  measurei  hit  most  cordial  support, 
as  much  as  if  he  still  sat  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House.  No  sum  which  was  boiiS 
Jide  required  in  reference  to  those  mea- 
sures should  be  refused  by  him,  nor  should 
any  burden  necessary  to  meet  those  sums 
meet  with  one  word  of  opposition.  He 
did  not  anticipate  that,  if  due  prudeoce 
and  vigour  were  shown,  the  damage  sn^ 
lained  might  not  be  repaired;  but  still 
great  Mahomedan  success  in  our  lodiaa 
possessions  could  aol  fail  to  fall  like  a 
spark  into  the  midst  of  tow.  It  must  ba 
felt  throughout  all  Islam,  from  the  itaias 
of  Morocco  to  the  coasts  of  CoromaiKlal. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  the  Annneaa  aod 
prudeoce  which  were  so  neceiaory  and  so 
much  rer^uired  would  be  sbowo,  beoaaae 
they  had  a  Government  in  which  was  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,  and  which  could  ob* 
tain  the  advice  of  the  most  able  military 
men,  by  whose  aid  every  step  would  ba 
talien  in  the  most  prudeot  and  most  vigor* 
oui  manner.  But  hoo.  Gentlemen  must 
consider  that  the  rule  Invariably  actod 
upon  when  troops  were  sent  on  an  eipe< 
dition  to  India,  was  to  charge  them  on  the 
Indian  revenue.  ^An  hooL  Memttrt 
"  What  is  the  state  of  that  revenue  V] 
Suppose  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should 
choose  to  say  that  he  would  charge  Iheia 
troops  on  British  resources,  what  would 
be  the  charge  for  these  reinforcements  to 
Indie?  What  was  the  force  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  meant  to  send  to 
India  ?  They  must  wail  for  a  reply  to  this 
question  till  they   received  ibe  snppla-    , 


All  those  who  kne<f  him  knew  that  he 
could  speak  of  this  destruction  in  no  other 
way  than  as  an  event  most  painfully  dis- 
astrous. There  was  not  one  feeling  enter- 
tained by  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  opposite 
side  oF  the  House  in  which  he  did  not 
partictpiite.  If  he  did  not  now  consider 
that  expedition  with  a  view  to  the  defence 
of  the  policy  by  which  it  was  dictated,  it 
#as  because  it  was  not  then  the  proper 
time  for  such  a  consideration  :  he  himself 
bore  none  of  the  responsibility  attaching  to 
it;  he  was  not  in  the  coontry  when 
that  expedition  was  sent  forth ;  he  was 
not  in  office  till  the  expedition  was  over 
—  till  Shah  Soojah  was  slready  placed 
Oo  the  throne  of  the  Affghans.  Every 
one  who  read  the  story  of  that  expe- 
dition—every foreigner,  actuated  by  no 
hostile  fetlingi — must  feel  deeply  touched 
with  its  sad  fate.  He  need  not  say  with 
what  feelingiB  he  matt  read  it — he  who  had 
been  on  terms  of  the  most  friendly  inter- 
course with  many  of  honoureble  and  most 
brave  men,  perfidiously  butchered,  and 
with  the  amiable  and  accompliihed  wo- 
men, now  at  the  merry  of  the  raurdereri 
of  iheir  huibanda.  No,  it  was  a  result 
disaiirous  when  they  talked  of  it  in  rela- 
tioD  10  the  officers  and  the  army,  disastrous 
to  the  sufferers,  disastrous  when  they 
thought  of  the  feelings  of  the  hrave  men 
now  dead,  utterly  disastrous  when  they 
reflected  on  the  feelings  of  rome  now  liv- 
ing ;  but  the  House  had  now  to  deal  with  it 
as  a  Snnncial  question  only.  To  introduce 
it  into  this  debate  for  the  purpose  of  sg- 
prsvating  the  existing  diSculties,  that  was 
what  he  said  was  msking  an  unfair,  so- 
phi:>iical,  and  rhetorical  use  of  this  great 
calamily.  The  qoeition  they  had  now  to 
discuss  was,  only  as  to  how  this  calamity 
hore  upon  the  Income-lax,  as  it  affccteil 
the  pounds, shillings,  and  pence.  Let  him 
ask  whether  the  rit;ht  hon.  Gentleman  con- 
templated this  ciilemiiy  when  he  brought 
in  the  Income-lax  1  Was  not  hie  uses  o' 
it  an  afterthought?  Yet  this  very  event 
wss  now  put  in  the  fore-front  in  every 
discussion  that  look  place  upon  the  In- 
come-tax, although,  when  the  tax  wu 
propoied,  this  disastrous  result  was  r.ever 
thought  of.  Had  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man advanced  one-fourihof  his  Ways  and 
Means  on  this  account  7  if  not,  how  could 
he  call  upon  them  for  this,  because  his 
finances  were  greatly  impaired  by  a  dis- 
aster such  Bs  was  never  heard  of  in  the 
biltorj  of  thia   coiuilrj?     Although  the 
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mentmry  estitDBtes :  but  10,000  or  13,000 
troopi  vould  be  enough  to  meet  the 
dati(^T.  He  thought  that  a  regiment  of 
1,100  men  Mrring  in  India  coat  nnnuall; 
32,0001.;  he  belieTed  that  the  whole 
charge,  therefore,  for  such  a  force  as  the 
right  hon.  Geotlemaii  conlem  plated  would 
be  400,000/.  a  year.  He  did  not  say 
that  lhi>  charge  ihould  not  be  met,  but  it 
wai  not  enough  to  take  for  such  a  charge 
the  tnipoiilion  of  an  Income-tax.  In  the 
year  1798  the  incotne-tax  wag  firit  im- 
posed i  England  stood  alone,  France  had 
croiieil  the  Rhine  and  had  passed  the 
Alps,  Auitria  stood  trembling  for  her  very 
ctisience,  Ireland  was  in  a  state  of  revolt, 
Ihe  3  per  cents,  were  at  50,  then  the 
reftolulioti  for  the  Income-tax  was  taken. 
It  Was  doubled  when  the  whole  continent 
of  fiurfipe  lay  prostrate  at  the  feet  of 
Prance,  Bnd  England  was  loaded  with  ex- 
penses lo  which  the  present  boie  no  com- 
parison. Three  hundred  thousand  sot- 
diera  in  the  army,  and  a  hundred  thou- 
■and  men  in  oar  navy.  The  estimates  for 
Ihe  BBvy  were  1 9,000,000/.— more  than 
the  whole  of  oar  prelent  army  and  navy 
Combined;  the  estimates  for  the  army 
Were  19,000,000/.  additional.  When  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the  one 
disaster  in  India  was  greater  than  those 
which  befell  us  in  those  years,  when  he 
taid  it  was  greater  than  the  Wslcheren 
esMditiOn,  he  wai  prepared  to  meet  the 
right  hen.  Gentleman  on  that  ground ; 
but  in  s  financial  apeei^h  the  right  hon. 
Oenlleman  appetired  ttOt  lo  have  tnade 
ont  bis  ease — the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
kppeared  to  be  applying  to  a  serious  re- 
terte,  to  a  painfal  calamity,  but  which 
was  no  serious  blow  to  the  financial  re- 
koureet ;  the  one  remedy,  the  employment 
6t  which  Only  the  greaiest  distemper  in 
the  State  eould  vindicate.  He  must  say, 
alto,  that  the  phiposition  of  the  right  hon. 
Oenttemen  was  not  calculated  to  inspire 
fbteign  countries  with  a  just  idea  of  the 
Ipitil  aad  resotlrties  of  England.  He  did 
taot  say  that  the  calamity  was  not  repara- 
ble, bat  let  (hem  icc  the  manner  in  which 
the  right  hon.  Oentlemsn's  propusition — 
tbe  speech  to  which  he  alluded  was  the 
right  hoh.  Gentleman's  first  speech — and 
let  them  see  how  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's statements  were  received  on  the 
Continent.  When  he  opened  a  French 
paper,  he  found  only  the  largest  praise  of 
th*  right  hon.  Baronet,  and  of  the  great- 
MM  «nd  firmneM  of  hit  proposition.    "  It 


is  a  sign,"  »y  they,  "that  the  English' 
aristocracy,  which  has  long  been  the  envy 
and  dread  of  Europe,  is  fajt  falling  into 
its  decline— a  tax  Ihe  most  odious  that 
could  be  imposed  in  war  had  been  renewed 
in  the  time  of  peace."  And  they  praised 
the  minister  who  would  consent  to  so  bold 
a  meawire,  which  they  looked  upon  as  an 
evidence,  if  not  of  the  destruction,  at  least 
of  the  decline,  of  this  country.  Were 
those  Ihe  terms  in  which  an  English  Mi- 
nister would  like  to  be  spoken  of?  Were 
those  the  measures  of  which  an  English 
Minister  would  like  to  boast?— when  it 
was  a  demonstrable  fact  that  England  was 
better  capable  of  fighting  for  her  own  de- 
fence, and  of  mafntaining  a  great  war, 
than  she  ever  was  in  the  whole  course  of 
her  existence  &i  a  nation.  In  t;oniem- 
plaling  the  step  about  lo  be  taken,  he 
could  not  much  wonder  that  politicians 
abroad  who  saw  the  odiouaness  of  this  tat 
—who  knew  that  it  had  nfever  been  laid  on 
before,  except  in  the  eittreme  emergency 
of  the  State — who  knew  that  it  was  a  lajc 
which,  as  soon  as  peace  fclitrned.  Was  the 
first  to  be  repealed,  but  wfaitih  they  now 
sa*  us  returning  to— they  being  aware  of 
the  nature  of  our  disasters  in  Afghanistan, 
should  form  an  errotieous  opinion  with  re- 
gard to  the  degree  to  which  the  powers 
and  resources  of  this  country  are  affected. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  averred  that  he 
had  said  nothing  so  alarming  at  that  Hfatch 
he  had  ascribed  lo  the  right  hon.  Baronet. 
He  had,  however,  repeated  what  he  be<i 
lieved  to  be  an  Important  truih^— what  he 
believed  to  be  (t  truth  which  it  was  Im- 
portant to  the  right  hon.  Barotiet  and  to  the 
House  should  be  repeated  and  made  known. 
He  could  not  altogether  acqdit  the  right 
hort.  Bsronet  of  having  used  the  AfTghan 
disaster  iti  this  debate,  which  had  been  al- 
together unfbreseen,  by  taking  hold  of  the 
feelings  which  were  naturally  excited  by 
the  exient  of  our  military  calamity,  and 
turning  thai  misfortune  round  with  the 
skilfolaess  of  a  practised  debater,  in  order 
to  make  it  tell  upon  the  financial  question 
before  the  House.  He  would  now  say  a 
few  words  upon  another  topic — the  state 
of  the  Indian  fitiances.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  said,  that  there  was  a  deficit  therft 


"  It  msj  become  a  raatier  of  most  serious 
consideration,   whetliei   England   ahould   not 
al^p  in,  in  some  manner,  to  lend  some  sort  of 
assistance,  either  hj  crsdtt  or  olhernise,  for     -  t)y 
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That  wa*  a  grave  and  important  quet- 
tion  ;  and  he  wnuld  cot  say,  that  the  view 
ofthe  right  hon.  Baronet  might  not  be  ver^ 
correct,  and  entitled  hereBfler  lo  coniider- 
ution,  but  that  was  no  argument  Tor  the 
IncoiDF-taz,  Ht  this  moment;  for,  surelv, 
k  was  a  good  principle,  that  before  they 
voted  money,  they  should  know  precisely 
what  the  acheme  was  to  the  maintenance 
of  which  it  wag  to  be  applied.  Before  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  came  lo  Ihe  House  for 
money  in  aid  of  the  Indian  finances,  lurely 
he  should  inform  them  what  he  meant  to 
do  with  it — when  and  where  he  meant  to 
apply  iL  Therefore,  he  altogether  put 
that  matter  oat  of  sight  in  the  considera- 
tion of  this  queation,  as  having  no  concern 
vbatever  with  the  rote  which  they  were 
called  upon  to  grant.  He  believed,  that 
he  was  right  in  saying,  that  since  the  war, 
exclusive  of  the  Income-tax,  22,000,000/. 
of  taiei  had  been  taken  off,  and  he  thought 
that  it  might  be  taken  for  granted,  that 
even  a  greater  sum  than  22,000,000/. 
would  bate  been .  derived  from  those 
sonrces  of  taxation,  if  the  same  tares  had 
•till  been  in  exutence.  But  that  tax 
which  had  been  tbe  last  to  be  imposed — 
the  first  to  be  repealed,  was  that  to  which 
tbe  right  hon.  Baronet  firat  had  recourse 
for  the  purpoae  of  relieving  him  from  hi 
difBcnItiet.  He  believed,  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  other  means  of  relief — 
be  might  have  applied  to  sugar,  an  articli 
upon  which  the  late  Qovernment  had 
rested  considerable  reliance.  And  upon 
this  point,  he  must  say,  that  he  thought, 
that  the  memory  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  played  him  false.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  said  on  Friday,  unlesa  he  hail 
misundei Blood  what  had  fallen  from  bin 
and  fae  could  scarcely  have  done  lo,  thi 
he  (Sir  R.  Peel)  had  never  intended  to 
say,  that  the  sugar  scheme  of  the  late 
Government  would  not  have  increased  the 
revenne  of  the  country — that  he  never 
dreamt  of  saying,  that  these  were  not 
taxes  a  reduction  of  which  would  have 
produced  an  increased  revenue.  Hi) 
memory,  he  owned,  had  led  him  to  a  dif- 
ferent belief,  and  he  bad  since  referred  to 
the  printed  report  of  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  and  that  certainly 
confirmed  him  in  hit  irapreision,  and  he 
believed,  that  he  might  appeal  to  hon. 
.Gentlemen  near  him,  whether  the  re- 
port was  not  a  correct  one.    The  right 


hon.  Btranet  was  represented  to  have 
said:— 
"  There  is  another  source  of  revenue  with- 
al adopiing  the  pmcen  of  exhauaiion,  and 
hich  wM  brought  forward  by  Ihe  late  Govarn- 
lenl,  lo  which  I  find  it  my  duty  to  advert. 
ShnlL  I  hope  Tor  incresied  revenue  from 
diminisheJ  laxalion  1  Yes,  but  before  I  applj 
royielf  10  thii  subject,  lei  me  remind  you  of 
Ihe  extent  of  your  difficulliei.  If  it  be  proved 
that  these  difficulties  are  only  occasional  and 
casual,  no  man  can  have  greater  confidence  in 
the  (oundness  of  the  principle  of  a  reduc- 
tion of  taxation  ;  but  havinj;  given  the  subject 
my  fullest  and  Taired  coniideralion,  I  think  il 
would  be  a  mere  deliiiion,  under  present  cir- 
ilances,  to  hope  for  a  supply  of  our  defi- 
ciency from  ditninitbed  taxation.  A<  1  said 
before,  I  have  the  firmest  belief  that  the  adop- 
tion of  any  luch  plan  as  that  proposed  by  the 
late  Oovemmeni,  or  the  adoption  of  any  other 
plan  for  raising  the  necetiaiy  revenue  of  the 
country  through  diminished  taxation,  will  not 
afford  any  immediate  relief,  or  any  resource 
on  which  we  can  count  for  the  supplying  of 
the  deficiency  of  the  revenue.  I  have  looked 
with  considerable  attention  to  the  effect  pro- 
duced  by  the  remission  of  taxes  on  articles  of 
great  consumption.  I  find,  in  some  cases,  that 
elasticity  which  gives  you,  after  a  lapse  of 
liroe,  an  increase  of  revenue ;  but  tnat  in 
almost  every  case — I  believe  in  every  case  in 
which  it  Joei — the  interval  of  tine  which 
elapses  bafore  even  the  same  amount  of  reva- 
□ne  is  received  is  very  conaideiable." 

He  thought,  that  his  noble  Ffiead 
(Lord  John  Russell)  had  given  an  over- 
whelming answer  to  the  argument  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  and  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  might  be  taken  to  be  fairly 
ashamed  of  his  own  words,  for  on  Friday 
he  did  not  appear  to  rei:ognise  ibem  at 
having  fallen  from  his  lips.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  on  Friday,  for  the  firat  time 
this  Session,  if  he  recollected  rightly,  had 
returned  again  to  tbe  cry  of  last  year, 
with  regard  to  slavery ;  and  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  congratulated  him  upon  his 
new-born  zeal  upon  ihls  subject  ;  but 
when  he  knew  that  the  proposition  for 
merely  equalising  the  duty  upon  sugar 
grown  by  the  free  people  of  India  with  that 
grown  by  the  slave  popniation  ofthe  West 
Indies,  and  which  had  met  with  theoppo- 
aition  of  tiie  right  hon.  Baronet  when  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Whitmore,  hecould  not  bat 
congratulate  the  right  hon.  Baronet  on  bis 
new-formed  anxiety  in  favour  of  the 
negroes.  But  without  going  into  the 
argument  of  last  year— whether  or  nM 
any  scruples  existed  with  regard  to  slave- 
grown  sugar  or  coffee— how  was  it  pos- 
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•ibie  Tor  him,  under  existing  ctrcum- 
■Uncei,  to  think  that  the  ohject  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  was  reaaonable  ?  and  he 
nuit  confesithat  it  required  a  strong  effort 
of  charity,  to  believe  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net to  be  sincere.  If  he  weie  to  endea- 
vour to  find  some  reason  why  a  reduction 
of  the  lugar  duties  was  not  proposed  ai 
one  of  the  means  at  least  of  meeting  the 
cxiating  deOciency,  he  thought  that  he 
could  discover  it  in  the  fact  ibat,  when 
last  year  it  was  determined  that  the 
lata  Gorernment  should  give  way,  no 
niore  convenient  or  more  popular  mode  of 
•ecuriDg  that  object  presented  itself  than 
that  which  might  be  derived  from  the 
existing  feeling  in  opposition  to  negro 
slavery,  and  there  fore  it  was  thatreiolu- 
liona  had  been  submilled  to  the  House, 
drawn  in  terms  which  condemned  the  pro- 
position of  the  Government  with  regard  to 
angar,  on  the  ground  of  philanthrophy. 
The  right  bun.  Baronet  had  turned  out 
the  late  Government — he  had  a  majority 
which  upon  that  or  any  other  point  would 
bave  secured  the  same  end.  An  outcry 
was  raised,  which,  though  in  truth  it  was 
bat  the  howl  of  an  old  slave-driver,  suc- 
ceeded at  last,  and  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
having  come  into  power,  after  ihe  vote  of 
last  year,  he  felt  that  his  hands  were  tied 
— that  he  could  not  bring  on  any  measure 
which  should  have  for  its  effect  llie  re- 
daction of  those  duties,  which  he  had 
before  opposed  on  moral  grounds,  without 
exposing  himself  to  the  imputation  of 
grosf  inconsistency.  It  was  in  order  to 
■ustain  the  consistency  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  that  the  Honse  was  called  upon 
to  adopt,  and  the  connlry  to  submit  to 
•n  Income-tax.  But  when  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  was  unable  to  God  any  reasons 
fiifthe  Income-tax.  he  made  them.  He 
pitched  away  the  timber  duties  at  once. 
For  his  own  part,  he  believed  that  throwing 
Bway  ihe  timber-duties  was  a  greater  Gnan- 
cial  misfortnne  than  the  disasters  in  Aff- 
ghaniatan.  The  throwing  away  the  timber 
duties  occasioned  a  loss  of  600,000/.  per 
annum  :  he  did  not  believe  that  600,000/. 
per  annum  would  be  imposed  for  mote 
than  a  short  time,  in  consequence  of  what 
had  Uken  place  in  India.  But  when  the 
right  ban.  Baronet  had  thrown  away  this 
large  branch  of  the  public  revenue  of  the 
canntry,hemnstsBy  that  tie  thought  that  in- 
stead of  aayiog  that  he  was  imposing  an  In- 
ae-tax  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the 
■-' — =-|  of  the  public  service  it  would 


been  more  correct  for  him  to  assert 
that  he  had  increased  the  deficit,  in  order 
that  he  might  have  an  excuse  for  imposing 
■  he  Income-tax.  These  were  the  opiniona 
which  he  held;  he  believed  that  this  tax 
could  be  proved,  and  had  been  proved,  to 
be  one  the  imposition  of  which  nothing 
the  greatest  extremity  could  juaiiry. 
He  did  not  think  that  this  country  was  in 
such  a  position  of  extremity  ;  he  thought 
Uiat  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  exagger- 
ited  the  financial  difficulties  of  the  coun- 
try—that he  had  brought  into  this  dis* 
cuaiion  matters  which  were  not  connected 
with  it,  which  had  nothing  to  do  with  it, 
when  he  formed  the  plan  which  he  had 
brought  forward ;  that  he  had  brought 
into  it  vague  and  mysterious  hints  of  cer- 
tain possible  expenses  which  might  he 
hereafter  incurred,  but  of  the  nature  of 
which  he  had  not  given  the  House  the 
slightest  notion ;  that  he  had  given  up  the 
obvious  means  by  which  the  position  of 
our  finances  might  have  been  improved  — 
that  he  had  enlarged  the  deficit  by 
throwing  away  a  source  of  revenue  which 
would  have  materially  tended  to  relieve 
:ountty  from  the  difficulties  in  which 
it  was  placed:  and  under  these  circum- 
stances, he  shnuld  only  dischai^e  his  duty 
by  giving  his  vote  in  favour  of  the  motion 
of  his  noble  Friend. 

Lord  Stanley:  I  am  anxious  before 
this  debate  comes  to  a  close,  and  more 
especially  aller  the  speech  we  have  just 
heard  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  to 
state  as  shortly  as  I  can  the  considerations 
upon  which  I,  not  without  reluctance, 
but  from  a  full  conviction  of  its  necessity, 
concur  in  the  course  which  has  been 
unanimously  resolved  upon  by  her  Majes- 
ty's Cabinet,  as  the  only  course — as  the 
fitting  course  by  which  we  should  meet 
the  great  difficulties  of  the  country,  and 
endeavour  to  remedy  those  financial  and 
other  embarrassments  which  have  been 
bequeathed  to  us  as  a  legacy  by  our  pre- 
decessors. And,  Sir,  widely  as  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen will  differ  on  the  two  sides  of  the 
House  with  regard  to  the  course  we  shall 
take  and  the  vote  we  shall  give  on  the 
present  occasion,  it  is  satisfactory  to  me 
at  least  to  know  that  much  of  the  time  of 
the  House  will  be  saved  by  a  concurrence, 
more  unaiiimous,  or  at  least  more  general 
than  I  ever  remember  upon  any  question 
approaching  to  the  present  in  magnitude 
and  importance,  in  the  premises  upon 
which  our  conclusioDs  are  founded.    Tba  : 
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the  HouBe,  and   I   come  nov  to  the  di>- 
cuaaion   of  the  question— how  are   iheie 


deHciency  in  the  revenue  i>  glaring,  pal- 
pable, and  notorious.  It  ii  admitted  by 
the  noble  Lord  that  for  a  luccessjon  of 
years  there  has  been  a  continued  in- 
creasing deficiency  of  revenue  to  meet 
the  annus!  expenditure  of  the  country. 
The  noble  Loia  said  with  truth — not  tlie 
whole  truth— but  he  slated  with  truth, 
that  the  deficiency  of  one  year  wai 
2.500,000^,  and  2,600.000/.  in  the  neni 
year.  The  Doble  Lord  went  a  step  fur- 
ther, for  while  he  and  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  charge  us  with  having  teroune 
to  base  artifices  for  the  purpose  of  creating 
popularity,  they  are  ready  enough  to 
admit,  now  that  they  are  on  longer  in- 
vested with  the  responsibility  of  proposing 
taxes,  that  the  time  is  come  when  the 
financial  embarrassments  of  the  country 
must  be  met  by  a  vigorous  endeavour; 
■h^t  the  lime  of  makeshifts  has  passed 
away;  that  we  must  resort  to  some 
effectual  mode  for  making  the  income 
equal  to  the  expenditure,  aod  that  it  is 
right  and  necessary  that  we  should  raise 
an  amount  of  taxation  suElicient  to  meet 
the  existing  deficiency.  There  is  another 
admissipn  made  by  hon.  Gentlemen  at 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  namely,  that 
our  commercial  interests  are  labouring 
under  a  state  of  great  depression  and 
difficulty.  On  every  side  of  the  House, 
therefore,  we  have  these  admissioni — 
that  there  is  a  great  and  growing  de- 
ficiency— that  that  deficiency  must  be 
met — that  no  temporary  expedient  can 
meet  it— that  it  is  impossible  you  can  go 
on  raising  loans,  and  issuing  bills,  and 
postponing  the  evil  day — that  meet  it  you 
must  by  taxation,  and  that  the  commerce 
of  the  country,  now  labouring  under  dis- 
tress, must  not  be  subjected  to  additional 
burdens  far  the  purpose.  These  are  the 
admissions,  not  made  by  this  or  that 
Gentleman,  but  by  every  Member  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  who  has  addressed 
himself  to  the  consideration  of  the  question 
in  which  we  are  now  engaged.  Another, 
and  a  valuable  admission,  an  admission 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Taunlon,  late  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  wai,  that  if  we  were  to 
return  to  the  scouted  and  condemned 
budget  of  last  year,  which  the  noble  Lord 

{mis  forward  npon  the  face  of  his  reso- 
utioni,  an  increase  of  taxation  in  addition 
would  be  insuflGcient  to  meet  the  present 
deficiency.  These  are  the  concessions 
which  have  been  made  unanimously  by 


great  difficulties  to  be  met?  Not  to  be 
behindhand  in  admissions,  I  must  first 
observe  ihst  we  admit  that  the  Income- 
lax,  except  in  cases  of  emergency,  wf 
should  not  be  justified  in  resorting  to. 
Then  comes  the  question,  is  this  a  caaeqf 
emergency  ?  To  prove  that  it  is  not,  you 
must  show  me  a  less  objectionabte  mod^ 
of  effecting  what  you  admit  must  be  done, 
namely,  equalising  the  revenue  and  ex- 
penditure of  the  country.  If  you  fail  to 
do  that,  then  1  contend  that  this  is  a, 
case  of  emergency,  in  which  we  are  en- 
titled to  come  down  to  the  House  ^nd 
Bik  for  this  direct  taxation.  I  say  tl^i^ 
direct  taxation,  because  the  noble  Lord 
has  so  carefully  worded  the  terms  of  hii 
resolution,  as  to  concesl  under  a  studied 
ambiguity  the  diSerences  of  opinion  whjptt 
he  knows  to  exist  in  the  ranki  of  hi* 
supporters  with  reference  to  tha^  clw 
whom  direct  taxation  would  effect.  H||»* 
ing  mentioned  those  matters  which  are  of 
general  agreement,  I  think  I  may  kqw 
allude  to  some  of  disagreement  amongst 
Hon.  Members  on  the  other  side  of  {hq 
House.  In  the  first  place  comes  the  hon. 
Member  for  Ipswich,  who  has  a  little 
scheme  of  his  own,  and  who  in  discussina 
this  question  of  emergency  said,  and  1 
quite  agree  with  him, 

"I  don't  talk  of  a  lints  of  war.  Peace  has 
its  emargency  as  wall  is  war.  I  admit  you 
arc  in  a  condition  in  which  direct  taxation 
must  be  had  recourse  to." 

The  hon.  Member  fairly  admits  that 
we  are  •!  this  moment  in  that  emergency 
which  justifies  and  compels  an  appeal  to 
direct  taxation,  and  he  goes  so  far  as  to 
say  that  be  considers  a  property-tax  a 
wise,  expedient,  and  politic  measure. 
Bat  the  noble  Lord  follows  him  and 
says, — 

I  you  must 

The  noble  Lord  says,— 

"  If  you  throw  out  the  lucome-lax  I  cannot 
stand  up  and  support  ibe  property-tax,  The 
Income-Iax  must  go  along  with  it." 

But  nheu  they  are  coupled  togetharj 
the  noble  Lord  objects  to  them  bothi 
because,  as  he  alleges,  he  sees  no  reason 
why  we  should  have  recourse  to  any 
direct  taxation  whatever.  Then  we  hava 
the  boD.  Member  for  Greenock,  who  alsa 
•tales,  that  in  his  judgment  I 
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«od  propertj-ttx  nuat  go  togelber,  that 
the  Houu  c&Bnot  accept  odb  and  reject 
tba  olheT)  that  if  you  take  direct  taxation 
^11  muat  take  it  upon  all  pioperiy ,  how- 
•fer  derived,  and  upon  all  income,  how- 
ever obtained.  I  think  he  will  he  found 
to  ditfet  froni  a  targe  portion  of  the  hon. 
QeoUeiBen  nbo  sit  upon  the  ume  aide, 
and  who  are  willing  to  tax  all  realized 
ptopertji,  wbn  don'i  mind  what  burdent 
they  throw  upon  the  landed  and  funded 
(woperty  of  the  couiitry,  but  who  have  an 
eapeciai  care  and  reipect  for  all  property 
«hich  happani  to  rest  upoit  contingent 
and  uooerliin  oitcumiUnces.  We  have 
alio  the  Member  for  (Coventry,  with  a 
little  icheme  of  bit  owp  which  he  intend* 
to  aubmit  to  the  Houae.  ahowicg  what  he 
propoaea  to  take  inatead  of  an  income  nr 
imperty-taa.  The  poble  Lord  call* 
^lleotion  to  the  aubjecti  of  timber  and 
ai^r;  but  what  tayt  the  hon.  Member 
far  Coventry  ?  The  hnn.  Member,  ad- 
drauinB  ih«  Oovernmeot,  aaya,— 

"  You  are  perfectly  right.  I  heiilate  not 
ta  wy  Ihai  in  our  present  relaliont  with 
fereign  oounlrtai  you  hare  eatrciwd  a  Mund 
jvdBmant  in  not  taking  the  qucftion  of  lugar 
V  a  raduoiifui  of  the   dutie*  upon   foreign 


The  hon.  Gentleman  tella  ub  veiy 
frankly  that  auch  is  bit  opinion,  while  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  last  addressed 
the  House  saya  that  the  loss  to  the 
Tevenue  from  the  reduction  of  the  timber 
duties  is  a  greater  financial  disaster  than 
the  melaocholy  event  in  Affghanistan,  of 
arhich  1  may  have  a  word  or  two  to  say 
tq  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  presently. 
While  auch  language  as  ihat  is  held  by 
DnehoD,Memberoniheopposiiesideofthe 
House,  «v  hon.  Member  behind  him,  the 
hon.  Member  for  Coventry,  speaking  of 
these  same  timber  duties  and  this  same 
Iqss  to  the  teveone  from  a  reduction  of 
those  duties,  tells  us  tliat  for  the  exteasion 
of  commerce  and  the  general  good  of  the 
country  it  would  be  impossible  to  frame 
a  measure  fraught  with  greater  sdvan- 
tKQ*-  This  is  but  an  example  of  the 
arguneota  broagbt  forward  by  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
irba  are  ready  enough  to  Gnd  fault  with 
t)ie  means  which  we  propose  for  meeting 
the  present  emergency,  while  they  totally 
fail  in  poititing  out  atty  mode  of  a  less  oh- 
jacUonahle  natme  by  which  that  object 
CMt  be  attained.    Wh^t  (ue  the  ciicvm- 


stances  which  tender  it  justifiable  to  have 
recourse  to  an  Income-tax?  Not  cer- 
tainly the  emergency  of  iviir  alone,  but  of 
that  state  of  things  in  which  there  is  a 
deficiency  in  the  revenue  as  compared 
with  the  current  expenditure,  and  which) 
if  permiited  to  go  on  without  a  remedy, 
must  injure  credit  and  consequently 
damage  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 
The  noble  Lord  confines  himself  to 
telling  us  that  hitherto  there  has  been  no 
case  in  which  an  income-tax  has  been 
resorted  to  unless  in  time  of  war.  I  don't 
think  ihHt  that  admission,  on  the  part 
of  the  noble  Lord,  is  one  which  is  highly 
compUmenlary  to  the  Government  bj 
whose  wisdom  and  policy  the  finances  of 
the  couolry  have  been  reduced  to  such  • 
state,  that  at  the  end  of  a  twenty  yeara' 
peace  we  are  obliged  to  resort  to  that 
eiftreme  measure  which  has  heretofore 
been  the  resource  of  the  country  in  time 
of  war.  Bt4t  neither  can  I  admit  that,  in 
the  present  state  of  things,  we  are  io  the 
state  represented  by  the  noo.  Member  for 
Lewes — a  state  of  profound  peace.  A 
slate  of  profound  peace  I  Why,  look  to 
all  the  relations  which  hove  bt-en  be- 
queathed to  ua  by  the  late  Administration. 
Look  to  the  Slate  of  preparation  for  war 
which  it  is  necessary  to  adopt,  north, 
sooth,  east,  and  west.  I  earnestly  hope, 
and  am  tangqioe  enough  to  believe,  that 
our  existing  differences  with  the  United 
Stales  of  America  may  be  brought  to  a 
happy  and  friendly  conclusion;  but,  Let 
me  ask  you.  when  before  was  it  necessary 
to  have  20,000  boyonets  in  the  province 
of  Canada  ?  A  profound  peere  I  Look 
to  the  wars  you  have  had  in  China,  and 
tell  me  the  amount  of  fioaoces  which 
your  difiiculties  in  that  part  of  the  globe 
have  incurred.  Tell  me,  if  you  can,  the 
amount  you  have  guaranteed  to  us  for  the 
future  by  your  policy  in  China.  Dn  not 
measure  it  by  9,000  or  10,000  armed 
men,  or  by  the  fleet  which  you  have  sent 
there.  You  have  brought  us  into  a  war 
in  that  part  of  the  world  of  which  no  man, 
and  we  told  you  so  at  the  lime,  of  which 
no  m^Q  could  foresee  the  result,  but  from 
which  every  man  must  know  and  foresee 
that  there  is  little  of  glory  to  be  reaped  to 
the  British  arms,  while  it  is  a  doubt  whe- 
ther it  may  not  result  in  signal  disaster 
and  defeat.  A  stale  of  profound  peace  1 
Look  to  India.  Let  the  boo.  Gentleman 
turn  his  eye  to  that  portion  of  our  Indian 
empire — Afighaaistan— which  mj  right. 
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hoD.  Frieod  hat  been  chared  wiih  uiing 
as  a  mere  sophiitr;  and  plausible  at^u- 
menC.  What!  the  atate  of  AfTghanistan 
n  matter  of  sophitlry?  Why,  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman  was  bimself  glad  enough 
lo  diiclaim  personally  all  reipootibility  in 
in  the  matter.  The  right  bon.  Gentle- 
man, who  subsequently  filled  the  situation 
of  Secretary  of  War,  must  have  had  means 
in  bit  official  capacity  of  calculating  the 
dangers  and  disasters  we  were  likely  to 
meet  in  that  part  of  our  Indian  empire, 
and  well  and  wisely  did  the  right  hon< 
Gentleman  tell  us  that  when  that  expedi- 
tion  was  andertalfen  be  was  not  in  Parlia- 
meat;  that,  so  far  from  being  in  the 
Cabinet,  so  far  from  counselling  such  a 
war,  he  was  not,  I  believe,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said,  in  England,  he  was  not, 
at  least,  a  Member  of  the  Administration 
until  that  expedition  was  carried  to  its 
completion.  Bat  then  there  was  the 
warning  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  in 
the  first  instance.  I  recollect  the  pro- 
phetic speech  with  which  that  noble  Duke 
told  you,  when  you  undertook  that  ill- 
feted  expedition  :>— 

"  Triumph  you  may ;  I  have  great  confidence 
in  ihe  dilciplioe  and  Eallaniry  of  your  troops  ; 
but  when  you  have  succeeded,  then  wilJ  come 
jour  eubarruiment." 

How  have  you  succeeded?  You  slept 
upon  the  top  of  a  volcano,  and  awaking 
you  6nd  yourselves  eiposed  to  imminent 
danger.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  admits 
that  it  was  a  disaster,  but  that  really  in  a 
financial  point  of  view  it  is  nothing  at  all, 
and  yet  that  a  financial  point  of  view  is 
the  only  one  in  which  we  have  to  look  at 
it.  Upon  that  low  ground  I  meet  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  tell  him  he 
forms  a  poor  estimate,  and  a  false  measure, 
of  the  embanassmcDts  which  result  from 
the  miserable  policy  which  has  been  pur- 
sued in  relation  to  Affghanistan.  Will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  late  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Control  agree  with 
him?  i  know  that  that  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman's knowledge  of  India  and  his  official 
connection  with  that  department,  will  have 
taught  him  to  estimate  more  truly,  and  I 
shall  say,  more  hnmauely,  than  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  even  the  financial  em- 
barraasments  which  must  follow  from  the 
defeat  our  army  has  sustained  in  Affghan- 
istan. The  right  hon.  Qentleman  (Mr. 
Hacaulay)  says,  that  in  a  financial  point 
of  view  thoifl  diiaiten  will  not  cost  the 
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600,0001.  which  is  thrown  away  by  (be 
reduction  on  the  timber  duties— Uiat  the 
total  expense,  including  the  fresh  Iroopa 
sent  out,  will  not  eiceed  400,000^.  The 
disasters  of  Affghanistan  might  be  con- 
venient, said  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
for  the  purposes  of  sophtitry,  but  in  a 
financial  point  of  view  they  are  contempti- 
ble. But  how  did  he  follow  op  that  de- 
claration?  What  did  he  say  to  you  of 
the  freemasonry  of  falamism  ?  What  did 
he  tell  yon  of  the  religious  feelings  of  ib« 
people — of  the  great  Mahomedan  snccets 
that  conld  not  fail  to  fall  like  a  spark 
tipou  tow?  And  when  he  estimated  by 
pounds,  ibillingi,  and  pence,  the  loss  of 
those  brave  men?  [Cries  of  "Ohl"] 
When  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  baa  made 
his  calculation  of  the  sum  of  money  [Lomd 
cries  o/"*'0h!"]  1  quote  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  own  words,  and  I  say, 
to  those  Gentlemen  who  cry  "  Oh !"  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  told  as,  that 
upon  this  occasion,  althoogh  be  admitted 
the  disasters  to  be  equal  to  the  Walcberen 
expedition,  yet  he  looked  upon  the  loss  as 
inferior  on  a  financisl  point  of  view  to 
that  of  the  timber-duties :  that  upon  the 
present  occasion,  we  have  only  to  deal 
with  it  as  a  financial  question  ;  and  that  it 
was  one  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
proposed  to  measure  by  pounds,  shillings, 
and  pence.  I  say,  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  hat  made  hit  calculations  of 
his  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  in  which 
we  are  financially  to  measure  those  great 
disasters  which  have  befallen  the  British 
armies  in  Afghanistan — that  be  hat  ad- 
mitted all  those  frightfnl  anticipations 
which  must  necessarily  arise  to  any  man 
who  gives  a  moment's  consideration  to  the 
subject ;  and  when  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man declares  that  this  great  Mabomedao 
tucceit  will  fall  like  a  spark  upon  tow,  and 
that  the  freemasonry  of  Islaraism,  extend- 
ing from  Morocco  to  Coromandel,  was 
roused  in  an  empire  which  rests  upon  the 
prettige  of  opinioo,  who  shall  calculate, 
even  in  a  financial  point  of  view,  the 
expenditure,  the  minous  and  extravagant 
expenditure,  that  we  may  be  led  into  if 
we  intend  to  support  our  character  in 
India,  and  to  renew  and  to  maintain, 
against  that  spirit  and  against  those  feel- 
ings which  the  right  bon.  Gentleman  bai 
referred  to,  at  well  as  against  the  recent 
disasters,  the  preilige  of  the  invincibility 
of  the  British  arms  in  that  part  of  onr 
dominioDi?    Doei  tb«  right  boa.  Qeatle*   . 
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met  the  difficuUy,  we  hoped  at  the  tame 
time  would  afford  relief  to  a  coiainerce 
which  was  UnguiRliing:  and  id  difitcolty. 
And  now  let  ine  ask,  what  it  propoaed  by 
the  noble  Lord  who  objecta  to  our  meaaure  T 
The  noble  Lord  telU  you  that  if  you  do 
Dot  adopt  an  locome-tax,  or  foae  other 
meaaure,  his  budget  will  not  now  be  suffi- 
cient to  meet  the  financial  difficulty ;  at 
the  larae  lime  the  noble  Lord  calls  upon 
you  to  go  back  to  that  budget — a  budget, 
remember,  which  has  been  rejected,  not 
by  one,  but  by  two  Pariiamenta — a  budget 
against  wliich  he  charges  us  with  raising 
a  cry  of  false  sympathy— a  cry  which,  if 
I  recollect  right,  he  styled  the  howl  of  the 
old  slave-driTing  party — hecsllaupon  you, 
I  say,  to  go  back  to  this  budget,  all  tbe 
items  of  which  were  condemned  by  the 
last  Parliament.  [Lord  J.  RvitU :  Only 
one.]  Quile  Irue;  only  one — that  is  to 
say,  only  one  item — the  proposed  altera- 
tion, namely,  in  the  sugar  duties — waa 
specifically  considered.  But  the  noble 
Lord  will  not  deny  that,  when  the  House 
took  that  subject  into  consideration,  they 
at  tbe  same  time  took  into  consideration, 
and  dealt  with,  the  whole  budget.  Nor 
will  he  deny  that  many  hon.  Membera 
who  spoke  in  the  course  of  the  delnie  on 
that  one  item,  distinctly  slated  that  ihey 
should  object  to  the  proposition,  not  be- 
cause ihey  opposed  the  scheme  as  a  irhole, 
but  because  they  had  especial  objectiona 
to  particular  points,  to  which  not  consent- 
ing, they  voted  sgainit  the  messure  and 
rejected  it.  Nor  lei  the  ooble  Lord  for- 
get, was  he  without  another  discussion  on 
bis  budget?  In  the  present  Parliament 
his  corn  scheme  has  been  discussed.  Tbe 
noble  Lord  then  bad  an  opportunity  of 
offering  a  revised  and  amended  scheme. 
He  found  that  his  8s.  did  not  suit  all  hii 
friends,  and  be  then  had  an  opportunity 
of  making  amendments  to  suit  the  pecnliar 
demands  of  bis  party.  Tbe  House  also 
condemned  that  part  of  the  noble  Lord'a 
proposition.  Yet  it  was  only  three  or  four 
days  after  a  corn  bill,  wholly  different 
from  his  own,  not  in  detail  but  in  principle, 
had  been  sent  up  from  this  House  to  the 
House  of  Peen,  that  the  noble  Lord  cama 
down  and  called  upon  you  to  fall  back 
upon  his  fiiploded  project  of  essential  re- 
visbn  of  tbe  tariff*.  But,  as  I  aaid  before, 
at  the  same  time  that  he  is  calling  on  yon 
to  adopt  his  favourite  financial  scbemet 
the  noble  Lord  admits  that  if  all  his  pro* 
positions  ffitb  ng;ard  to  corn,  to  wfar,. 


man  suppose,  in  complimenting  the  British 
Government  for  the  course  they  have  taken, 
and  an:ionnced  it  to  be  their  intention  to 
take,  of  asking  supplementary  estimates 
for  the  British  army,  that  the  Indian  au- 
thorities have  been  altogether  supine  and 
asleep — that  tbey  hare  abundance  of 
troops  upon  their  establishment,  or  that, 
with  a  deficiency  of  2,000,000/,  of  re- 
venue it  has  been  unnecessarily  decided 
to  raise  a  la^  addition  to  tne  ludian 
army,  and  consequently  to  make  a  large 
charge  upon  their  funds  7  If  he  does,  he 
views  the  matter  in  a  very  false  light. 
But,  said  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  this 
reference  to  the  war  in  Affgbanistan  is  all 
an  afterthought.  Yon  knew  nothing  of 
tbe  disasters  of  your  tronps  in  India  at  ibe 
time  yon  agreed  to  impose  an  Income- 
tax.  True,  Sir,  we  did  know  nothing  of 
the  fate  of  our  forces  at  Gsbul  at  the  time 
we  agreed  to  lay  a  new  im])Ost  tax  on  the 
people,  and  I  admit  that,  ill  as  we  thought 
of  that  unhappy  and  ill-fated  expedition, 
onr  worst  fears  did  not  picture  anything 
so  calamitous  and  disastrous  as  the  result 
which  has  occurred.  But,  whatever  might 
have  been  the  course  of  the  late  Oovern- 
ment,  her  Majesty's  present  advisers 
deemed  it  their  duty  to  look  a  little  in 
advance.  We  thought  it  proper  to  calcu- 
late the  probable  expenditure  ;  not  to  act, 
as  I  believe  the  bon.  Member  for  Ipswich 
advised,  on  the  principle  that  "  sufficient 
for  the  day  is  tbe  evil  thereof,"  but  to  make 
provision  for  the  additional  expenditure 
which  we  clearly  foresaw  we  should  be 
called  upon  to  meet.  But,  although  we 
knew  nothing  of  the  fate  of  our  Cabul 
army,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  so 
far  back  as  January  last  ve  knew  of  the 
state  of  tbe  Indian  revenue — we  knew  of 
Ibe  probable  deficiency  of  income  over 
expenditure  in  that  country— we  knew  of 
the  exigencies  of  the  China  serrtce — we 
knew  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  impose 
a  Dew  taxation  upon  the  people;  and 
therefore  it  was  that,  not  without  reluc- 
tance—not without  a  full  sense  of  the 
ofejectiona  which  could  be  made  to  it,  and 
which  were  sure  to  be  urged  by  a  party 
io  able  and  talented  as  the  present  Oppo- 
dtioit^ therefore  it  was,  I  say,  that  aner 
a  foil  and  deliberate  consideration,  we 
tame  to  the  unanimous  conclusion  that 
■n  indirect  tax  alone  wonld  have  no  chance 
of  effectnally  meeting  the  national  embar- 
rasament,  and  diat  our  best  course  would  be 
to  adopt  R  diract  tneatare,  which,  whilst  it 


y  Google 


375 


tncoHu-lax— 


and  to  timber,  were  gcted  on,  thers  wonid 
still  be  a  deficiency  of,  1  believe  he  Biiid, 
two  million!  and  a  balf.  Well,  how  doei 
the  noble  Lord  propoie  to  make  thi*  defi- 
cienoj  good  ?  He  telli  yon  ibat  he  cannot 
Mparaie  in  bis  mind  property  from  income 
—-that  ha  doe*  not  think  it  would  be  no- 
jitat  to  double  the  present  amount  of  the 
■laeiied  lasas  i  and,  nt  the  ume  time 
Ibat  he  fery  carnBilly  diiclaimi  the  pro- 
poijlion  of  Deing  an  enemy  to  agrioultural 
intereiti,  h*  telli  you  that  he  ihould  not 
obJMt  to  the  inipOHition  of  a  probate 
«nd  legacy  duty  on  real  property,  in 
addition  to  (he  burdeni  Ihit  aort  of  pro- 
perly alnady  heart.  Now,  I  do  not  think 
that  my  frienda  around  me,  who  object 
to  some  parts  of  the  Qaiemment  propo- 
aition — who  say  that  we  are  going  too  fiir, 
and  are  preuing  too  hard  upon  the  in- 
terests of  Bgricultare — I  do  nnl  think  that 
my  hon.  Friepda,  when  they  oome  to  con- 
iider  the  aohle  Lord's  proposition,  will 
suffer  bis  eloquence  to  persuade  them  that 
ihay  would  be  better  off  in  bia  bands  than 
io  the  bands  of  the  present  Oovernmeot. 
i  do  not  think  ibey  will  be  made  to  believe 
that  it  isdesirable  that  real  property  should 
be  liable  to  those  duties  in  addition  to 
«hat  they  already  bear.  And,  speaking 
of  what  they  bear,  I  may  remark,  that  the 
Doble  Lord  seems  to  think  that  real  pro- 
wrty  is  altogether  exempt  from  taxation. 
Bat  is  this  the  ease  i  The  right  hon. 
GentieBan,  the  late  Chsncellor  of  the 
Esoheqner  does  not  think  so,  for  in 
addition  to  the  objections  he  raised  on 
the  subject  the  other  night,  in  1840,  he 
•bowed  10  the  House  (1  wish  he  had  con- 
vnoed  lbs  noble  Lord)  that  landed  pro- 
party  was  charged  with  an  amount  of 
taiation  quite  equal  to  persons!  property. 
True  it  is,  Sir,  that  there  is  no  legacy  duty 
on  freehold  land,  but  ar«  there  no  stamps 
on  marriafte  lelilaments — no  charges. 
["  No,  OQ  r]  1  fear  those  who  cry  "  No," 
have  overlooked  tbeta  facta,  or  are  not 
nrj  oeoTBnant  with  the  subject,  I  fear 
tbey  are  n»t  awarp  that  there  are  lUmp 
duties  on  muriage  aettlemanta  —  that 
there  ara  charges  on  the  rc-aetilement  of 
estailed  estalea-r^iaxt,  ohargee  appertain> 
ing  to  mortg^es-'-neKt,  taaes  on  the 
atiDtioa  sales  of  landed  property :  and 
^hen  we  talk  of  receiving  1,700,00<U. 
fiam  the  legacy  duty,  and  1,600,000/. 
and  more  from  the  alanp  duty  on  the 
cOBveyanoe  of  real  property,  we  aught  to 
,  tbat  tba  Urg^  poiUoo  of  (he 
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payment  falla  on  the  real  property.  And 
now,  Sir,  to  some  of  the  abjections  to  the 
Income-tax.  I  do  not  deny,  that  the  tax 
is  in  nature  inquisitorial,  although  I  cer- 
tainly do  not  go  the  length  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  the  Member  for  Bath,  who 
atated  the  other  night,  that  no  honest  man 
ought  to  fear  making  a  full  revelation  of 
his  affairs.  For  my  own  part,  I  can 
readily  admit)  that  the  inquiries  necessary 
to  the  operation  of  the  tax  may  he,  in 
many  cases,  exceedingly  incanveqieat. 
But  in  the  bill  we  propose  to  bring  in  on 
this  subject,  we  make  an  andeavour  to 
mitigate  this  evil.  We  pfopoae  ta  allow 
the  income  to  be  decided  upon  the  average 
receipts  of  a  term  of  three  years,  and  con- 
sequently yearly  profits  cannot  be  mads 
the  subject  of  inquiry.  But  sdnittiag  the 
evil  to  exist,  what  do  you  ssy  to  tba  inqui- 
sition under  the  other  systema— under  the 
assessed  taxes  for  esBvple?  We  have  bad 
a  detail  from  an  hon.  Member  tOf  night  aa 
to  the  vexations  attending  the  inquiry  aa 
to  those  taxes,  and  yet  these  are  the  taxes 
the  noble  Lord  proposes  to  double — rthis  is 
the  inquisitorial  system  he  desires  to  per- 
petuate. Then  as  to  the  inequality  sup- 
posed to  exist  under  the  proposed  system. 
This  objection  I  certainly  cannot  rate  so 
highly  as  I  did  the  other.  I  beard  same 
hon.  Member,  I  forget  who  now.  tay  a 
night  or  two  hack,  "  Oh,  if  you  were 
going  to  pay  off  the  national  debt — if  you 
were  going  tp  set  the  country  free,  we 
should  not  so  much  objeot  to  the  imposi- 
tion of  an  income-tsx>  even  if  its  smount 
was  10  or  15,  instead  of  3  per  cent." 
Now,  I  tay  that  in  my  judgment  that 
would  be  a  gross  injustice,  which  the  pre- 
sent proposition  is  not.  Remember,  ite 
are  not  now  calling  on  the  country  to  pay 
off  past  expenses — we  do  not  ask  the 
public  to  provide  for  the  deficiencies  oc- 
casioned by  past  occurrencea,  but  «ie  are- 
calling  on  each  man,  acoording  to  hia 
means,  to  ountribute  from  hia  income  for 
the  year  to  the  revenue  required  to  meet 
the  oatiosal  exptndituie  of  the  year.  We 
are  calling  upon  him.  wbelbei  the  itieomo 
of  which  he  may  be  posseued  is  detivabla 
from  capital,  whether  it  he  derivable  front 
a  life-interest,  or  whether  it  ia  derivahte  - 
from  short  annuities,  to  contribute  to  the 
extent  which  hit  means  will  reasonably 
afford  t  to  pay  his  proportionate  amount 
of  what  the  eiigeociea  of  the  coumry, 
under  its  preaent  circumstances,  require.* 
We  are  calling  HpoB  every  aabiiect  of  tba, 
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CrowD  to  provide,  according  to  the  eiteol 
of  hii  retourocs,  for  ibe  wanii  of  the  oouo- 
iTfftt  large ;  and  apropoiilion  baviog  this 
for  ita  object,  to  far  from  baiug  unjust,  to 
far  from  being  unequal,  >o  far  from  being 
oppreuive,  it,  in  mj  opinion,  the  moat 
wiiB,  the  motl  juit,  ibe  moat  equal,  wbicb 
could  be  derised,  and  tbe  beat  caloalated 
to  relieve  the  finsncet  of  the  country  from 
the  itateof  ezhauation  to  which  they  have 
been  Teduoed.  The  other  night,  the  right 
bon.  end  learned  Genlleman,  the  Member 
for  Tipperar; — I  beg  pardon,  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Dungarvan — I  have  been 
to  long  in  the  habit  of  looking  upon  him 
at  my  repreientative,  thai  I  caonot  help 
biling  into  the  mlitake — the  right  boo. 
OeniieDian,  the  other  night,  in  laanting 
hon.  Menibera  on  thit  side  of  the  House 
with  motives  for  topportieg  the  Oovern- 
ment  of  my  right  hon.  Priend,  the  Mem- 
ber (or  Tamworth,  quoted  two  lines  which 
were  hiehty  complinieniary  to  him  who 
was  their  object.     They  ran  tfaoi— 

■<  Siill  at  yon  rite  the  ilale,  entiled  too, 
"  Knciwt  no  disturbtnce  nhen  'lit  changed  hy 
yon." 
The  quotation  is  certainly  very  appli- 
cable, but  why  did  not  the  right  hon. 
Oenileiqan  go  on  with  another  part  of  the 
quotation,  which  would  equally  apply? 
Why  did  he  not  add— 
■'Changed  at  iha  world'i  great  scene,  when 

without  noite, 
**The  riting  tun  night's  vulgar  lighu  detlroyi." 

It  mntt  be  highly  gtatifyiog  to  my  right 
hon.  Frjend  to  hear  ao  flattering  a  testi- 
monial Ai  to  the  change  which  hat  taken 
Klaoe  from  the  lipa  of  so  distinguished  a 
lembcr  of  thfi  Opposition.  Look  lo  the 
force  of  the  aimiUtudes  espressed  even  in 
the  curtailed  quotation.  U  {idmits,  that 
a  great  change  had  taken  place  with* 
out  any  disluibance.  There  waa  no 
noite,  no    fuia,  as  there  had  been   ou 

rfioot  occaaiona,  and  yet  I  trust  it 
admitted,  that  muoh  ro 
VM  dona  without  any  bustle  than  had 
becH  doBB  before  within  a  limilar  period. 
The  oourae  purtued  by  Oovernment  before 
Ihal  period  wat  dangerous,  waa  obscure, 
M«*  DHoertain.  It  wat  like  the  progreta 
•f  OMn  atumbling  onward  through  night 
and  darkneat,  who,  if  by  any  chance  they 
deviated  into  the  right  track,  aoon  turned 
from  it  again  to  wander  away  more  widely. 
Is  abort,  it  was  the  ooune  of  one  who 
•fifeatvd  u  if  ha  oould  not  aee  under  bJi 


very  nose ;  but  now  it  ia  admlltod  that  the 
whole  course  of  things  baa  been  changed. 
All  that  was  dark  hat  been  made  light ;  all 
that  waa  obacure  hat  been  cleared  upi 
all  that  wat  confused  has  been  reduced  to 
order.  Men  now  tee  their  way  [  ihey 
can  discover  the  obataclet  which  are  likely 
to  obstruct;  they  have  ahowo  that  (beta 
obttaclea  are  not  inaurmoun table;  ibey 
do  not  aturable  over  avary  atone,  and  at 
each  turn  of  the  road  find  themtelvea 
puzzled  by  the  difficultiat  which  be^el 
those  who  walk  in  the  dark.  I  do  not 
think  it  neoesiary  to  enter  into  any  great 
length  upon  a  vindication  of  the  policy 
propounded  and  pursued  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend  at  the  head  of  her  Mtieity's  Qo- 
varnment.  Whatever  unfounded  alarms 
may  be  raised,  or  whatever  general  asaer^i 
tioni  may  be  hazarded,  I  do  not  thjnlt 
that  the  proposition  of  my  right  ban 
Priend  requires  me  to  vindicate  it  from 
the  cha)^  that  it  vras  brought  forward 
becaose  he  waa  not  ready  on  tbe  OPe 
hand  ta  confront  j^reat  interests  in  th« 
House,  qnd  because  of  hit  being  de^ 
•irout  on  the  other  hand  gf  gairjing 
popularity  by  proposing  a  mea:^ure  whicn 
could  not  much  affect  the  middle  claatei 
— a  measure  which,  I  coiiGdei^tlj  hope, 
this  House  will  adopt,  and  which,  from 
the  manner  in  which  it  has  beep  re- 
ceived, seems  to  have  won  thp  approba- 
tion of  ihe  country  at  large.  The  interval 
aSbrded  by  the  Easter  holidays,  howefer 
anaiousiy  looked  for,  and  eagerly  em-> 
ployed,  bat  failed  to  produce  ih<tt  buret 
of  execration  which  had  been  to  fondly, 
calculated  on.  The  measure  it  one  calcu- 
lated in  the  beat  possible  degree  that  cir- 
cumstances will  admit  of,  tq  raise  conii. 
mercial  credit,  to  relieve  the  financial 
embarrassments  of  the  country,  and  one 
of  ilf  highest  recommendaiioni,  lo  use 
the  words  of  a  strong  polilioal  opponent 
nf  the  present  Government,  was,  that  it 
was  "  bold,  honest,  direct,  and  straight* 
forward." 

Mr.  Labouckere  said,  that  though  ac- 
customed to  the  vehemence  and  ability 
with  which  the  noble  Lord  who  had  Jutt^ 
concluded  ekpresaed  his  opinion,  he  re- 
gretted to  say  that  the  noble  Lord  did 
not  on  this  ooc^ulon  exhibit  the  fatmeas 
of  a^piment  which  seRerally  diaracteaised 
hit  replies  to  a  political  adversary*  He 
would  not  follow  the  ooble  Lord  through 
the  many  glarinR  mittakea  and  mltrepre- 
teotatlom  whiobliad  occurred  in  the  speech' 
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justddivered.  There  wu  one  which  he 
had  heard  with  peculiar  rewet,  and  ia 
justice — he  would  not  ny  tu  nil  right  bon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Edinburgh — but 
in  juitice  to  the  House,  ai  well  ai  to  his 
own  feelings,  he  felt  himself  imperalivelj 
called  upon  at  once,  to  advert  to  it.  The 
Doble  Lord  >ud  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Edinburgh  bad  treated 
the  disastrous  event  which  haid  occurred  in 
Afighaoistan  as  a  mere  finandal  question, 
and  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  esti- 
mated the  loss  of  our  brave  men  in  India 
as  a  matter  of  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence. 
Now,  as  nothmg  more  odious  than  such 
sentiments  could  be  attributed  to  any  man, 
BO  could  not  any  thing  be  more  unlike  what 
had  fallen  from  bis  right  hon.  Friend,  or 
more  foreign  to  his  nature  and  disposition. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Edinburgh  was  particularly  careful  to  guard 
himself  from  anj  such'  mini^jprehe  niton, 
and  was  so  dear  that  it  was  impossible 
to  mltUke  him.  That  right  ban.  Gentle- 
man had  deplored,  as  all  must  deplore, 
what  bad  occurred,  but  he  added  that 
the  present  motion  should  not  be  dis- 
cuss^ in  reference  to  the  result*  of  the 
military  course  which  bad  been  pursued  in 
India,  but  that  it  must  be  viewed  as  a 
purely  financial  question,  and  it  was  in 
that  sense  only  he  spoke  of  it.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  resisted  ths  introduction 
of  such  topics  when  alleged  as  a  reason 
for  the  imposition  of  a  taic,  and  it  was 
not  worthy  of  the  noble  Lard,  it  was  un- 
just to  the  right  bon.  Member  for  Edin- 
Durgh,so  to  misapply  and  misrepresent  the 
argument.  It  was,  he  repeated,  both  un- 
worthy and  unjust,  and  he  was  sure  that 
the  noble  Lord  would,  upim  reflection,  be 
as  ready  to  regret  the  course  he  had  pur- 
sued as  any  Member  of  the  House.  He 
could  only  attribute  the  departure  from 
foiroeas  on  the  part  of  the  noble  Lord,  and 
the  symptoms  df  irritation  which  had  been 
exhibited  in  the  course  of  the  debate  by 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  to  some  grave 
aoubts  that  the  country  was  not  likdy  to 
receive  the  proposition  of  the  Government 
with  that  entire  satisfaction  which  they 
■fiected  to  believe  would  be  entertained. 
The  light  hoo.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  the 
Govemment  had  complained  on  Friday  that 
he  had  met  with  Uw  determined  resistance 
with  which  this  measure  bad  been  threat- 
ened. He  hoped  he  ^uld  ever  express 
himself  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  with 
tlie  resnect  which  his  personal  character 
sadpuUiGitatioii  gave  bun  a  claim  t«  i  but 
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when  any  measure  of  the  Government  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  contrary  to  the  interests 
of  the  puhlic)  though  be  would  enter  upon 
no  factious  oppositmn,  he  should  not  feel 
he  had  performed  bis  duty  if  he  did  not  re- 
sort to  all  the  fair  means  and  all  the  con- 
stitutional forms  which  were  afibrded  to 
Members  differing  from  the  majority  of 
offering  it  the  most  determined  resistance 
in  his  power.  The  right  hon.  Barooet  had 
entered  into  various  statements  as  to  the 
course  pursued  by  the  late  Administration, 
and  b^n  by  stating  that  the  late  Govern- 
ment had  dung  to  power,  supported  by 
very  small  majorities,  and  contruted  their 
position  with  his  own,  supported  as  he 
was  by  very  large  mtgorilies.  Whenever 
he  heard  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  using 
language  of  that  kind,  he  should  always 
take  the  liberty  of  reminding  him  of  certain 
passages  of  history  which  he  seemed  to 
have  forgotten.  It  was  very  well  for  the 
right  hon,  Gentleman  now  to  use  that  lan- 
guage, but  be  could  recollect  a  Government 
of  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
the  leader  maintaining  its  position  in  that 
House  for  some  time,  not  only  without  any 
considerable  majorities,  but  without  any 
majority  at  all — on  the  contrary,  indeed, 
with  a  constant  minority.  He  believed 
that  the  late  Government  never  reproached 
the  right  bun.  Gentleman  upon  that  occa- 
sion. He  bad  no  doubt  that  the  tight  hon. 
Gentleman  was  actuated  by  proper  motives, 
but  he  though  it  was  a  little  too  much  for 
him,  after  pursuing  that  line  of  conduct  in 
1835,  now  that  he  had  the  liappioess  to 
have  a  large  majority  at  his  back,  to  feel  so 
elated  as  to  load  with  opprobrium  a  Go- 
vernment who  for  some  time  maintained 
office  without  that  advantage.  The  right 
bon.  Gentleman  went  on  to  say,  that  the 
late  Government  bad  delayed  all  messurea 
of  liberal,  commercial,  and  financiBl  policy 
until  the  period  when,  as  he  stated,  they 
considered  thric  dissolution  as  a  Govern- 
ment inevitable.  That  was  not  correct 
He  must  remind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
of  the  timber  duties  which  were  introduced 
by  the  late  Whig  administration.  Those 
duties  were  introduced,  not  at  a  time  when 
the  Government  was  weak  in  numbers,  but 
at  their  first  accession  to  power,  strong  in 
popular  fovour  and  in  Parliamentary  sup- 
port. One  of  those  measures  framed  t^ 
that  Government  was  accordingly  proposed, 
but  how  was  it  received?  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  those  who  acted  witb 
him,  offered  their  determined  oppoeition  to 
it,  and,  notwitbttanding  the  advaatagei 
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the  Ooreniineiit  then  noMened,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  bj  joining  in  the  inter- 
erted  opposition  which  it  excited  in  parti- 
cular  quarters,  managed  to  defeat  it.  After 
that  measure  had  met  such  a  reception, 
the  late  Ministers  had  reason  to  nippOK 
that  anv  measures  they  introduced  would 
be  received  with  a  similar  spirit,  and  it 
was,  therefore,  not  surprinng  that  thejr 
dKwId  dday  such  meaiurei  until  it  ap- 
peared that  anj  further  delay  would  be  of 
the  greatest  injory  to  the  country.  Not 
warranted  then  in  further  delaying  them, 
they,  at  last,  submitted  to  the  House 
such  measures  as  appeared  to  them  to  be 
right,  and  ttaked  thdr  existence  ai  a  Go- 
vernment on  the  success  or  failure  of  those 
measures.  He  would  not  conceal  from 
himself,  nor  did  he  wish  to  conceal  from 
the  House,  though  he  believed  the  budget 
of  his  right  hon.  Friend  of  last  year  was  a 
very  good  measure  for  the  drcumitances  of 
that  time,  that  in  the  present  situation  of 
the  country  the  alteration  of  duties  on  ar- 
ticles of  trade  would  not  be  sufficient,  and 
that  the  Government  must  look  to  some 
measure  of  direct  taxation  to  supply  the 
de6ciency.  But  there  was  this  diBerence 
between  them;  What  the  memben  of 
the  late  Government  had  argued  was  this, 
that  if  the  House  would  deal  with  the 
sngar  duties  and  the  Corn-laws  in  the 
manner  they  had  recommended,  the  defi- 
ciency being  then  but  small,  they  would 
have  no  excuse  for  resnting  to  an  Income- 
tax.  On  that  account  had  they  contended 
that  th«  neoesuty  which  the  present  Go- 
Vamment  alleged  for  the  imporition  of  an 
Ineome-tax  was  a  necessity  of  its  own 
creating,  and  the  House  and  country  ought 
to  be  aware,  and  he  believed  the  country 
were  becoming  more  and  more  aware,  that 
in  reality  the  question  was  this,  that  if 
there  was  any  necessity  for  tlie  Income- 
tax,  that  tax  was  the  price  to  be  paid  for 
the  monopolies  in  com  and  lugar.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  might  condemn  an 
alteration  of  the  sugar  duties  and  the 
Corn-laws,  but  none  would  contend  that  if 
the  meanires  the  late  Govemment  had 
proposed  on  those  sobjecti  had  been  adojited 
it  would  have  been  necessary  for  the  Houk 
to  resort  to  such  a  measure  as  this,  lie 
noble  Lord  who  had  last  spohen  had 
thought  proper  to  say  it  was  incumbent 
upon  those  who  objected  to  the  course  of 
the  Government  to  state  what  was  the 
course  which,  under  the  present  dtcum- 
stances  of  the  country,  they  would  recom- 
mend.   He  wu  astonished  to  hear  that 


ailment  from  the  quarter  whenae  it  pro- 
ceeded, because  he  remembeied  last  year, 
when  he  and  bii  late  Colleagues  proposed 
those  measures  which  they  Uiought  expe- 
dient to  meet  the  difficulties  of  the  coun- 
try, nothing  could  extract  from  Gentlemen 
opposite  any  opinion  on  the  course  they 
would  adopt  If  they  had  said,  "  We 
won't  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  plan  we 
should  recommend  ;  we  won't  play  Chan- 
celbr  of  the  Exchequer ;"  that  would  have 
been  fair;  but  they  laid,  "We  will  not 
give  the  slightest  indication  of  what  ought 
to  be  done,  even  as  to  principle.  We  think 
it  enough  to  negative  the  measures  you 
bring  forward,  and  won't  say  whether 
taxes,  loans,  or  a  modification  of  duties  is 
the  course  to  be  adopted."  That  appeared 
to  him  unworthy  of  the  position  of  a  Gen- 
tleman leading  a  great  party.  He  did  not 
think  any  hon.  Gentleman  in  sudi  a  posi- 
tion was  bound,  when  a  Minister  brought 
forward  a  great  commercial  scheme,  to  play 
the  Chancdlor  of  the  Exchequer,  end  Imng 
forward  a  counter  project  ot  finance  in 
detail,  but  he  ought  to  have  ttated  what 
were  his  general  views  as  to  the  mea- 
sures to  be  taken  in  that  ntuation  of  the 
country.  The  late  Government  could  not 
be  chargeable  with  fallowing  the  same 
course.  His  noble  Friend  near  him,  with 
that  frankness  which  belonged  to  htm, 
entered  into  details,  going,  as  be  mi^t 
almost  say,  to  the  verge  of  indiscietios. 
The  rig^t  hon.  Baronet  went  on  to  ex- 
press great  indignation  at  the  idea  of  being 
supposed  to  have  borrowed  any  of  his  com- 
mercial measures  from  his  political  oppo- 
nents. He  confessed,  that  instead  of  wast- 
ing the  time  of  the  House  in  unpTofitable 
discussion  as  to  which  party  had  originated 
the  commercial  reforms  which  we  were 
about  to  consider,  he  was  much  more 
anxious  to  join  with  the  Government  in 
securing  to  the  country  all  that  was  really 
valuable  in  their  proposals ;  and  he  re- 
joiced to  say,  that  there  was  much  that 
was  really  valuable  in  the  commercial  pro- 
posals of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  But 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  attempted  to 
run  away  with  the  credit  which  did  not 
belong  to  him ;  he  now  stepped  in  at  the 
eleventh  hour,  and  when  he  lound  the  tide 
was  turning,  and  that  it  was  impossible  to 
resist  the  practical  application  of  thoae 
principles  for  which  the  late  Government 
had  contended,  endeavoured  to  hold  it  out 
to  the  people  of  this  country,  that  to  him 
were  those  measures  indebted  fur  thrir  final 
success.      Lord   Althorp's    authority   had 
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I  fsTounUe  to  tbe  In- 1  uoie  batwsen  the  two  nmntrles ;  but,  bath 


come-ttx.  But  that  noble  Lord  had  alwaya, 
-when  tpesking  brouniblj  of  Hucb  a  tax, 
Gontemvlatad  the  abolition  itf  the  malt- 
tax  Etnd  houie-tai,  which  would  create  a 
deficit  of  a,000,OO0I. ;  and  the  noble  Lord 
had  expreuly  said, 

"  It  is,  in  my  opinion,  desirable,  thai  in  no 
■ilu>ition  in  irliich  Ihe  counlTjr  cm  be  placed, 
leu  IhBD  10,000,000/.  or  12,000,OOOJ.  should 
be  raised  bj  a  property 'lax." 

Moreover,  the  noble  Lord  had  added, 

■■  I  believe  no  person  having  it  recolleclinn 
of  what  (he  old  Incoroe-tai  of  t6tS  wis,  will 
be  inclined  to  lupport  such  a  mauora  again." 

Undoubtedly  that  noble  Lard  had  con- 
sidered the  theoi^  of  an  Income-tax  just, 
but  be  had  not  blinded  hiniEelf  to  the  prac- 
tical evili  of  levying  It.  Nor  ought  the 
ot^ectloni  to  be  ilighteal  which  were  urged 
uratntt  ita  necearanfyitiquintorial  ehararter. 
Ttie  pride  of  penonal  liberty  and  private  In- 
dependence, which  lay  at  the  root,  perhaps, 
of  the  mont  valuable  eletnenti  In  the  Bri- 
tiih  character,  produced  the  dislike  of  the 
pTving  investigation  of  Oovemtnent  ofilcRra ; 
and  few  men  could  deny  that  it  was  highly 
inexpedient  to  adopt  such  an  objectjonable 
tax,  except  under  nrcumitancw  «o  prening 
at  to  induce  the  country  to  etldur^any  in- 
conveaieocei  for  the  lake  of  meeting  the 
public  exigemlM.  Now,  as  to  the  tariff,  he 
wished  U  Mf  a  word.  Cufortunately  thote 
porUoiu  met  with  hii  moat  ilecdded  appro- 
bation wbieh  had  exdted  moat  opposition 
afflone  the  followem  of  the  Qaremmefll. 
He  alluded  to  the  measure  for  the  Import 
taiion  of  live  (lock  and  provision!,  on  which 
subject  his  views  had  been  and  were  quite 
In  oanformit)'  with  the  right  hon.  Baronet'S) 
and  he  was  ready  to  aver,  that  it  had  been 
his  Intention  if  he  had  remained  in  offioe 
to  have  dealt  in  a  similar  manner  with 
lhe«  articles  in  the  new  tariff  which  he  had 
^iren  notice  of,  a*  well  as  with  ores  and 
metals.  With  reference  to  the  commer- 
cial treaty  which  hud  been  referred  to 
upon  a  former  occasion  by  the  right  hon. 
Bdh>net,  he  begged  leave  to  say,  that  the 
terms  which  his  noblo  Friend,  the  late 
Secretaty  of  State  for  Foreign  A^rs,  and 
hiiiiielf  bad  ofiered,  were  such  as  should  have 
called  forth  concesmons  from  the  French 
Qovemment.  While  they  could 
way  have  proved  prejudicial  to  tl 
of  troda  here,  his  firm  impreesion  was,  tfaat 
they  would  have  been  ultimately  most  be- 
neficial to  the  interests  of  both  countries. 
The  negotiations  bad  given  way  from  the 
I  miich   unfortunately 


politicaf  difficulties  i 


upon  commercial  and  pditical  grounds,  he 
should  he  most  buppy,  indeed,  when,  the 
feeling  of  groundless  irrilatton  having  sub- 
sided in  France,  both  countries  bniught 
their  discuHums  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion. 
He  should  cwidude,  by  stating,  that  he 
opposed  this  tax  from  a  deep  conviction 
that  it  was  not  necessary.  He  did  not 
say,  that  drcumstances  might  not 
arise  even  in  times  of  peace  when  the  coun- 
try ought  to  submit  to  an  Income-tax. 
But  looking  to  the  great  dislike  which  the 
country  had  always  shown  to  it,  it  was 
hard  to  call  upon  them  to  nibmit  to  its  Im- 
position, except  under  circumstances  wheti 
there  could  be  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any 
lair  and  rational  man  that  the  Government^ 
which  was  bound  to  consult  the  feelings 
and  wishes,  as  well  as  the  interests  of  the 
people,  had  endeavoured  by  every  meaHs  in 
Its  power  to  avoid  the  alternative  of  a  tax 
which  was  so  alien  to  their  habits  and  dis- 
tasteful to  their  feelings.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  such  a  UResiity  existed,  and  be 
very  much  fefired  the  iraporitlon  of  an 
Income-tax  in  the  present  state  of  afliiirs, 
holding  out  as  it  did  a  signal  of  diatreis  to 
other  countries  which  was  altngether  un- 
called for,  would  produce  an  indlspodtioti 
to  submit  lo  such  a  measure  when  drcum^ 
stances  might  render  it  necenary. 

Loid  Stanlty  wished  to  My  a  few  word! 
by  way  of  explanatinn.  llie  right  hon^ 
Gentleman  had,  in  the  beginning  of  bit 
speech,  commented  upon  an  eipreiSita  that 
fell  from  him.  With  regard  to  which  he  wu 
most  anxious  that  no  misapprehensiDH 
should  exist.  Speaking  of  the  recent  dis. 
asters  in  ASghaniitan,  he  certainly  did 
think  the  right  hon.  Gcntlemani  the  Hem^ 
her  for  Edinhurghi  had  treated  the  suUect 
much  too  lightly.  He  thought  that  in  a 
financial  point  of  view  the  rigut  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  miscalculated  its  importance) 
rated  its  amount  too  low  ;  but  certainly 
lything  he  said  was  at  all  understood 
to  attribute  to  that  right  hon,  Gentletnan 
any  penonal  indifference  to  the  loss  of 
human  life  or  want  of  feeling  as  to  the  exo 
tent  of  the  disaster,  in  that  respect  he 
begged  once  for  ell  to  state,  that  whatever 
his  expressions,  not  very  nicely  chosen  per* 
haps,  at  the  moment  might  seem  to  imply, 
he  had  no  intention  whatever  to  make  any 
such  charge. 

Mr.  Maamlay  said,  that  in  a  financial 
point  of  view,  the  hostilities  in  which  we 
were  engaged  had  no  connexitm  whatever 
with  the  Income-tax. 
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Lmd  F.  EgertOH  tor  to  bcI6t«u  tbe 
Hoiue. 

Mr.  Brotherimi  moved,  thst  the  Houm 
do  then  ■djmini. 

Hr.  Bleifill  moved,  thmt  Mr.  Brotlicrtoti 
be  first  heftrd. 

Mr.  Bntherlon  moTcd,  that  the  Hook 
do  then  adjourn. 

Lord  F.  EgerUm :  tben  I  rise  to  speak 
to  that  motion. 

The  Speaker  Mid,  tbat  the  noble  Lord, 
the  Member  for  South  Lancaihire,  «p- 
peared  to  him  first  to  have  risen.  If  tihe 
bon.  Member  for  Salford  had  first  caught 
Ilia  eje,  he  should  certainly  hare  culled 
upon  that  hon.  Member  first  to  addreu 
the  House. 

Lord  F.  Egerlon  said,  that  at  that  hour 
of  the  night,  he  could  not  feel  himself  Jus- 
tified in  troubling  the  House  at  much 
length,  and  he  idiould  therefore  abstain 
from  anj^  attempt  to  reply  to  tbe  speech 
which  the  House  had  heard  from  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman  who  spoke  last ;  on  the 
Gtmtiary,  he  should  proceed  Ht  once  to  that 
which  more  immediately  bore  on  the  sub- 
ject under  conuderation.  He  thought  that 
bis  right  hon.  Friend  at  the  head  of  the 
GoTemment  had  much  reason  to  congratu- 
late himself  on  the  result  of  his  financiBl 
propositions.  Two  petitions  had  been  for- 
warded to  him  from  towns  within  the  dis> 
trict  which  he  had  the  honour  to  represent; 
one  of  the  tno,  that  from  Bury,  was  signed 
by  4,000  persons,  and  that  from  Manxes- 
ter  by  no  less  than  24,000.  The  petition- 
ers strenuously  urged  upon  the  House  the 
necessity  of  adopting  vigorous  measures  for 
the  purpose  of  making  good  the  defideocy 
Which  unhappily  existed  in  the  public 
finances,  and  for  raising  the  national  in- 
come to  en  amount  sufficient  to  meet  the 
national  expenditure.  The  Manchester  peti- 
tionen  addressed  themselret  to  the  House 
in  these  words: — 


a  fully  sensible  of 
the  neceisitj  which  exiiia  in  the  present  slatr 
or  pablie  sffsirs  for  a  Tigoroui  effort  to  supply 
Ae  deficiency  in  the  nstionat  income,  and  to 
equalise  the  rereoue  with  the  unsroidsble  ex- 
pendiiars  of  the  country." 

The  petitioners  then  proceeded  to  say, 
that  they  had  seen,  with  high  satisfac- 
tion,— 

"  That  a  iilsn  had  been  sobnitled  to  your 
honourable  Houie  by  ber  Majesty's  Goretn. 
oieni,  which  appears  to  iliem  to  combioe  the 
above  important  objects  with  eitengive  relief 
loihe  indnitrioat  classes  of  the  comiaunity, 
and  with  a  benefieial  relantioo  of  those  re- 


strictions irhioh  now  impede  onr  coinmercial 
intercouss  with  foreign  countries,  and  fetter 
alio  domestic  industry." 

He  quite  cctticurred  with  those  petitions, 
that  nothing  could  be  mote  injurious  to 
public  interest  than  delay  or  uncertainty  as 
to  the  intentions  of  the  executive  Oorem- 
ment,  and  he  begged  to  call  attention  to 
the  emphatic  terms  in  which  tliat  very  re* 
spectable  portion  of  his  constituents  by 
whom  the  petition  was  signed  called  the 
attentitm  of  the  House  to  this  part  of  the 
subject.     They  said,  that 

"  The  SBipeose  and  uocerlainlj  caused  Willi 
respect  to  all  mercanijle  operation)  by  the  ob- 
stacles and  delays  opposed  to  the  enactioent 
of  the  valusble  meaaures  above  alluded  to,  are 
highly  prejudicial  to  the  Interests  of  commerce 
in  general,  and  in  psnicular  to  the  interests  of 
yoOr  petitioners,  to  nhom  a  revival  of  trade, 
which  they  anticipate  rrom  these  raeasanst 
has  become  a  matter  of  tbe  most  urgent  ne- 

The  petitioners  said  most  truly,  that 
delay  and  uncertainty  were  evils  for  which 
few  benefits  could  fully  compensate.  To 
delay  the  enactment  of  a  measure  like  the 
present  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  crime  of 
the  first  magnitude,  calculated,  as  every 
man  could  see  it  must  be,  to  prolong  the 
distress  which  tbe  measure  before  the 
House  was  calculated  to  relieve.  The  peti- 
tioners, whose  statements  he  had  read  tl> 
them,  implored  the  House  to  pass  the  mea- 
sure of  the  right  bon.  Banmet,  and  he  eon> 
fessed  it  appeared  to  him  incompreheniihle 
how  bon.  Members  could  hesitate  as  to  its 
adoption,  when  they  reihethbered  the  ng- 
nol  defeats  which  the  noble  Lord  opposite 
experienced  in  his  resistance  to  those  mea- 
sures— how  frequently  he  had  been  laid 
prostrate  and  left  "  floating  many  a  rood." 
The  petitioners  told  tbe  House,  that  they 
were  not  only  satisfied  with  tbe  getieral 
measures  of  the  right  hoti.  Baronet,  but 
especially  so  with  the  new  tarifil  The  peti^ 
tion  was  no  hole  aud  comer  afiidr— it  Was 
signed  by  many  of  those  who  were  them- 
selves most  likely  to  be  affected  by  the  In* 
j-tax— by  the  clergy  whose  life  incomes 
it  was  said,  that  the  measure  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  was  so  peculiarly  calculated 

aSeci  He  wished  fitrther  to  observe, 
that  the  petition  was  signed  by  several  in- 
dividuals who  theretofore  had  been  id  the 
haUt  of  supporting  those  opinions  and 
those  political  princTples  of  whleh  the  noble 
Lord,  the  Member  for  London,  Was  under- 
stood to  be  the  representative  In  that 
House.    Had  the  petitioners  Supported  tin 
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view  of  the  hoD.  Gentlemen  oppontei  of 
Goune  lome  of  them  would  have  bad  the 
grateful  talk  of  presenting  it  to  the  House. 
The  petition  had  not  been  in  coune  of  ng- 
tiature  more  than  riz  dayi  at  the  Exchange 
and  two  or  three  other  places  of  public  re- 
nrt,  and  it  wai  signed  bj  the  leading  per- 
sona of  each  party.  It  was  resolved,  that 
it  nhould  be  presented  at  the  same  time 
with  another  petition  against  the  measure 
nf  the  right  him.  Baronet,  and  it  hod  five 
to  one  more  aigneturei  than  the  rival  peti- 
tion. If  he  disagreed  with  the  petition)  he 
would  saj  so  at  once  ;  but  he  did  not,  and 
as  far  as  it  went  it  would  go  to  relieve  his 
right  hon.  Friend  from  much  of  that  anx- 
iety under  which  he  was  supposed  to 
laboui.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
had  just  addressra  the  House  seemed  to  en- 
tertain a  great  alarm  with  regard  to  the 
estimation  which  foreign  powers  might 
form  of  the  present  Government.  Now, 
if  there  was  one  reason  which  more  than 
another  would  make  him  heartily  coucur 
in  this  petition,  it  was  this^that  it  would 
show  foreign  nations,  that  the  people  of  this 
country  were  so  wise  and  patriotic,  that 
they  were  ready  to  suffer  any  sacriKcs  to 
enable  England  to  sustain  its  high  and 
honourable  position  among  the  nations 
of  the  world.  Indeed,  this  feeling  was 
already  prevalent  amongst  foreigners ;  for 
while  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  oppoaite 
nde  were  locked  up  in  that  stupor  which 
beset  them  befors  the  Easter  receas,  the 
language  of  the  editors  of  the  Paris  journals 
in  Teference  to  the  measnies  then  before 
Parliament  was  to  this  effect,  that  if  it 
should  BO  happen  that  they  were  called 
upon  to  meet  Great  Britain  as  an  antagon- 
ist in  arms,  they  would  at  least  meet  a 
nation  worUiy  of  their  highest  respect-^a 
foe  itot  to  be  despised.  He  believed,  that 
not  only  his  ooastituents,  but  the  people  of 
Englatid  generally  were  ready  to  make  sa- 
criues  to  meet  continued  and  even  increas- 
ing deficiencies.  His  right  hon.  Friend 
would  have  to  come  before  the  House  with 
a  supplementary  estimate,  and  he  had  no 
douirt,  that  it  would  be  granted.  He,  for 
one,  should  ^ve  his  assistance  to  his  right 
hon.  Friend  in  that  case,  as  readily 
would  to  the  noble  Lord,  should  he  i 
to  the  "  bed  of  roses,"  of  which  he  once 
spoke.  The  country  would,  however,  con- 
■ider  whether  the  disasten  which  had  led 
to  those  demands  might  not  have  been 


who  were  the  authors  of  those  disaatera, 
and  visit  them  with  appropriate  condemn- 
I.  One  of  the  reasons  why  he  should 
give  his  vote  for  this  measure  was,  that  it 
bore  the  character  of  a  vote  of  confidence 

the  present  Goremment.  Another  rea- 
son was,  that  he  believed  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  enjoyed  the  approbation  of  the 
country ;  and  lastly,  he  would  suppon  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  because  he  enjoyed  the 
counsel  of  that  man  who  occupied  one  of 
the  most  glorious  periods  in  the  history  of 
this  country,  and  who,  though  age  had  un- 
nerved the  arm  which  scattered  the  sable 
bands  on  the  plains  of  India,  still  possessed 
that  ssgacity  which  beamed  over  the  field 
of  Assaye,  and  was  stUl  ai  powerful  in  the 
direction  of  affiurs  at  the  time  of  difficulty 
and  danger  as  ever  it  had  been.  He  shouU 
give  his  full  consent  to  any  measures  which 
might  be  rendered  necessary  to  meet  the 
present  state  of  affiurs ;  and  be  must  say. 
notwithstanding  his  nsoeet  for  the  abili- 
ties of  his  right  hon.  Friend  opposite,  he 
could  place  no  reliance  on  bis  calculations. 

The  Speaker  put  the  question  that  the 
debate  be  adjourned. 

Lord  John  Rustelluii,  on  the  question 
of  sdjournment  I  wiih  to  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  remarking  on  two  observations 
of  the  noble  Lord.  He  says,  that  with 
reference  to  the  petition  of  his  cunstitnenta, 
any  one  delaying  the  pauing  of  this  mea- 
snre,  is  guilty  of  a  crime  of  great  magni- 
tude. I  think  the  House  should  judge  of 
the  measures  which  are  brought  before  it. 
With  regard  to  the  whole  measurea  and 
the  tariff,  let  it  be  recollected,  that  in  May 
last  these  questions  might  have  been  con- 
sidered. The  slave-trade  was  then  the 
ground  stated  for  not  acceding  to  them, 
fn  September  a  new  Administration  was 
formed,  but  still  they  nere  not  entered 
upon.  The  House  was  adjourned  till  Fe- 
bruary, and  it  is  not  until  March  that 
they  are  brought  forward.  The  responsi- 
bility mult  rest  with  those  who  have 
caused  these  delays.  Sir,  I  am  only  re- 
sponsible for  asking  time  for  the  due  con- 
sideration of  a  question  which,  I  am  firmly 
persuaded,  will  not  afford  to  the  country 
thsi  relief  which  is  ptomised,  or  which  the 
country  is  led  to  expect.  On  the  score, 
iherefore,  of  time,  I  may  be  responsible; 
but  I  ask  the  Hoase,  whether  tbia  ■•  a 
measure  which  ought  to  be  passed  without 


avoided  and  upon  due  information  being  full  deliberation?  There  is  one  other  point 
received,  and  a  careful  reference  to  au-  with  respect  to  which  I  wish  to  say  one 
thentic  documenU,  the  country  wouldjudge   word.    The  noble  Lord,  the  Member  for 
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Soath  lAneaahire,  SBid,  there  ought  to  be 
to  jnqairy  in  rereieoce  to  ihe  expedition 
to  ASghaoittan.  Now,  Sir,  I  beg  to  say, 
tbat  I  am  as  much  Tespontlble  as  any  or 
my  Colleagues  for  ihe  policy  which  led  to 
tbat  espediiioD,  and  that  neither  roy  Col- 
leagues nor  myself  have  the  alighteit  wish 
to  avoid  inquiry.  Let  it,  however,  be  re- 
mem  bered,  that  at  the  time  the  late  Go- 
vernment laid  the  papers  relating  lo  that 
expedition  on  the  Table  of  this  House, 
those  papers  were  considered  by  all  parlies 
as  fully  sufficient  to  justify  us  in  the  course 
we  pursued ;  and  let  it  also  be  remem- 
bered, that  those  Members  of  the  House 
who  watched  so  vigilanlty  our  resolalions 
— everr  measure  and  document  brought 
forward  in  reference  both  to  Canada  and 
China — said  not  a  single  word  with  re- 
spect to  the  policy  which  induced  ihe  un- 
dertaking of  the  expedition  to  Aflghan- 
isian.  If  they  had  done  so,  the  matter 
would  have  undergone  full  discussion  at 
the  line ;  but  I  do  not  offer  thin  remark 
to  impede  inquiry.  What  I  say  is  this, 
that,  if  we  are  to  have  this  expedition 
made  the  subject  matter  of  inquiry,  all  1 
aak  is,  tbat  not  only  these  papers,  but  the 
wb<de  of  the  papers  which  we  left  after  us 
in  the  office,  shall  be  produced,  in  order 
that  the  House  may  be  enabled  to  form  a 
fair  and  impartial  judgment  as  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  lals  GoverDment.  Let  us  have 
all  (he  papers  relating  to  this  subject,  as 
well  those  which  have  been  produced  as 
those  which  we  left  behind  us  in  (he 
office  :  and  I  can  only  aay,  that  my  noble 
and  right  hon.  Friends,  as  well  as  myself, 
will  gladly  go  into  any  inquiry  in  reference 
to  the  Affgbanistan  expedition  which  may 
be  deemed  necessarj.  If  the  whole  of 
these  papers  are  produced,  I  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  affirm  that  it  will  be  found,  with 
respect  lo  my  noble  Friend,  to  whose  mind 
lale  events  must  have  occasioned  so  much 
pain  and  distress— I  mean  my  noble  Friend 
Lord  Auckland— it  will,  I  affirm,  be  found 
that  no  man  could  have  given  more  atten- 
tive consideration  than  my  noble  Friend 
did  to  the  affairs  and  policy  necessary  to 
be  pursued  by  the  Government  of  India 
Hy  noble  Friend  firmly  believed  that  thi 
expedition  to  Affghaniatan  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  security  ofour  Indian  em- 
pire, and  1  think  his  judgment  was  right ; 
io  defending  myself  and  my  Colleagues, 
I  be$  it  to  be  understood,  that  we  wish  lo 
identify  ourselves  with  both  Lord  Auclt- 
Itnd  and  bis  policy. 
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Sir  /,  C.  Hobhtnae  hoped,  from  bit 
silence,  it  would  not  be  inferred  that  he 
was  not  prepared  at  the  proper  time  to 
take  his  part  in  the  responsibility  attached 
to  the  laie  ejtpediiion  into  Afighanistan. 
He  affirmed  that  ihe  Members  of  the  late 
Government,  as  well  at  himself,  would  not 
shrink  from  defending  the  policy  of  Lord 
Auckland  when  an  opportunity  was  af- 
forded for  so  doing.  He  thought  that  the 
proper  time  for  entering  into  this  ques- 
tion, would  be,  when  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net came  down  to  the  House  for  the 
supplemental  estimates.  He  thought  this 
course  was  preferable  to  that  of  mixing  it 
with  the  general  discussion  then  before 
the  House.  He  should  be  able  to  estab- 
lish that  Lord  Auckland  had  pursued  a 
sound  policy  with  regard  to  the  Affghan 
expedition,  and  that  if  he  had  adopted 
any  other  course,  he  would  have  acted  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  interests  of  that 
great  empire. 

Mr.  M.  Philips  conld  truly  say,  that  ho 
had  not  made  his  opposition  to  the  tariff 
or  Income-tax  proposed  by  the  right  Hon. 
Baronet  subservient  to  any  factious  ob- 
jects. A  petition  had  been  signed  and  a 
requisition  had  been  forwarded  to  him 
from  DO  less  than  3,100  of  bisconstituents 
against  the  Income-tax  Bill,  and  directing 
him  to  oppose  it.  But  before  he  had  re- 
ceived the  reqoisition  he  had  made  up  hia 
mind  to  oppose  the  measure.  He  had 
been  an  advocate  of  a  property-tax  for  the 
purpose  of  relieving  the  industry  of  the 
country  From  the  burdens  which  oppress 
it.  The  Income-tax  would  not  remove 
the  burdens  oF  the  country,  but  would 
impose  restrictions  on  those  who  were 
badly  able  lo  endure  them.  Unless,  there* 
fore,  a  measure  of  greater  extent,  and  one 
more  salisfactory  to  the  public,  were  pro- 
posed by  her  Majesty's  Government,  he 
could  not  give  them  his  support.  If  they 
found  it  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  an 
Income-tax,  they  should  take  care  that 
the  industry  and  labour  of  the  country 
would  not  be  injured  by  it.  He  looked 
with  the  greatest  anxiety  for  the  settle- 
ment of  this  question.  There  was, .how- 
ever, nothing  in  the  present  measure  that 
could  lead  to  the  belief  that  it  would  effect 
a  settlement  of  the  question  upon  any- 
thing like  a  proper  or  satisfactory  basis. 
He  felt  he  had  been  called  on  to  make 
those  observations  by  what  had  fallen  from 
the  noble  Lord  opposite.  He  would  now 
repeat  what  he  had  often  before  declared, 
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that  he  k\l  himself  bound  to  give  hU 

coDicieniioui  oppoiiiioD  lo  thti  propoiUion 


of  in  Income-lai, 

Mr.  iMhouehert  said,  that  aa  the  noble 
Lord  opfKnite  had  charged  them  with  dii- 
lurbing  the  mi'BiureH  of  QoternmeDl,  he 
was  anxioui  to  know  from  the  right  han, 
BaroQPt  «h«n  theBtnendedlBrlffwattobe 
laid  on  the  Table.  The  right  hi 
lleman  had  promised  that  it  should  be 
laid  on  the  Table  that  night,  and  his  rea- 
tun  for  putting  the  question  araie  from 
the  charge  of  deloy  which  ihe  noble  Lord 
had  brought  agninit  them. 

Sir  R.  Peel :  Sir,  1  endeawur  at  mueh 
tt  poMible  to  avoid  making  pramiaei, 
which  I  do  not  hope  to  fulfil.  I  certainly 
did  promise  (hat  the  amended  tarifT should 
be  laid  on  the  Table  lo-nieht,  and  (holding 
up  a  piper)  here  it  is.  It  is  now  gone  lo 
be  primed,  and  I  have  no  doubt  copies 
it  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
tlemfn  opposite  to-mi 
til  blame  the  noble  Lord  opposite  for  the 
conne  he  has  taken,  and  I  can  assure  him 
that  I  am  ju*i  as  anxious  at  himself  lo 
give  full  and  fair  consideration  both  to 
the  Income.tai  and  tlietarilT,  and  because 
I  am  confident  ihai  there  really  can  be  Do 
with  to  obstruct  ihoie  measures  beyond 
what  will  conduce  to  fair  itiscuHian.  I 
am  perfectly  ready  to  meet  the  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  in  fair  terms  and  m  dis- 
cut*  their  propositinng  fully  and  with  all 
d<ie  dellberatioQ.  But  with  a  view  to  the 
levival  nT  iTude,  whii'h  is  now  in  a  state  of 
depr  ssion,  owing  lo  the  uncetiainty  which 
prevKilii  on  ae<'Oiint  ol  the  discutsion,  I 
should  be  giad  to  brin^  the  dlscnMinn  lo 
a  close  with  all  convenient  speed ;  that, 
however,  I  admit,  is  no  reason  for  force 
or  prrcit>ilBtion  Oii  the  subject :  and,  ir 
tome  liDiiiatloD  is  observed,  I  can  only 
tay  ihal  I  am  anilous  the  matter  should 
undei^o  full  and  fair  discusiion  on  both 
aides. 

Lord  F.  Effertoii\n  axplanalion,  said, 
that  he  wai  lumewhat  misunderstood,  for 
be  had  npt  made  any  charpe  that  the  op- 
position  to  Ihe  right  hon.  Baronet's  mra- 
snre,  was  the  result  of  malignity.  He  did 
aay  that  it  was  a  crime  of  the  gresiesi 
msgniiude  lo  ofkt  faciious  opposition  lo 
the  measures  of  Government.  There 
mighi  be  a  case  in  which  a  factious  oppo- 
tition  would  be  a  virtue,  but  in  ihe  present 
iosiance  be  should  regard  it  aa  a  crime 
and  a  vice.  He  had  not  made  any  charge 
ag«intt  Ihe  noble  Lord  opposite  or  hit 
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ColleagUH,  and  hfl  did  not  btliave  that 
ihey  would  be  partitiipatort  in  a  merely 
factiouB  opposiiion. 

Sir  R.  Peel,  in  laying  the  amended 
tariff  on  Ihe  Table,  observed,  thai  With 
respect  to  three  or  four  articles  of  no  mo- 
ment, iha  communication  a  had  not  been 
quite  complete,  and  therefore,  he  had  not 
made  any  slteralions  in  reTereoce  lo  thost 
articles.  They  were,  however,  maltera  of 
no  moment- 
Debate  adjonrned. 
House  adjourned. 
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FOBOED      ExCIIEQVBB-BlLLa.]       The 

Dnke  of  W^ellingtm,  in  moving  the  second 
teadini:  of  the  forged  Exchequer-bills  Bill, 
observed  that  it  was  rendered  necessary  by 
the  very  extensive  f>audk  in  Exchequer- 
bills  which  had  been  committed  lastyear, 
id  which  appeared  to  have  been  earrieil 
on  for  some  considerable  time  without 
discovery,  though  that  several  persona 
were  cognizant  o?  what  was  thus  going  on. 
The  subject  had  already  undei^one  ah 
iveiligalion,  but  that  wa«  only  preliml- 
ary  to  a  more  minute  and  searching 
iquiry  into  each  psriicular  case,  and  ihe 
object  of  the  present  bill  was  to  appoint 
commissioners  for  that  purpose,  and  to 
define  ihe  powers  of  ihoie  commiisionera. 
By  Ihe  5th  clause  of  the  bill  they  would 
have  to 

Inquire  into  the  case  of  iverj  owner  or 
holder  o(  any  document  purponing  to  be  an 
Exchequer-bill  which  shall  be  rereiredto  them 
by  the  CommiMioners  of  her  M^esly's  Trea- 
sury, and  shall  rrom  time  to  lime  repnrt  to  Iier 
Majesty  what  they  shsll  Snd  cotlce(nin|t  ihB 
manner  of  the  issue,  circulation,  dcpotii,  or 
petsrasion,  of  every  such  document,  and  espe- 
cially in  what  manner  the  owner  or  holders  of 
such  documents  received  tlie  sarns,  whether  in 
exchange  for  other  bills,  and  if  so.  In  what 
manner  such  exchange  wis  made,  or  whether 
by  purchase  in  open  market,  or  othtrwiic,  and    : 
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if  u,  at  what  rate  of  purabua  g  or  nhethtr  bj 
«■¥  of  deposit  ai  stcnrities  for  loan*  of  mooef, 
ftnd  if  10,  at  what  rate  of  interest,  and  for 
Wlial  time  lucli  loam  were  made,  and  whether 
tuch  loans  wete  renewed,  and  If  so,  how  often 
and  for  what  time;  and  also,  whether  the 
awoer*  or  holden  of  such  docomenu  noeived 
the  taraa  in  the  usual  eoutse  of  business,  and 
whether  tbajr  employed  aoy  end  what  means 
of  ioquiiy  into  the  genuineness  of  luch  docu- 
meoii." 

Tba  connBiMionera  on  whom  thiiiluty 
would  devolve  were  named  in  the  bill. 
They  were  a  noble  £art  (Earl  of  Deron),a 
Member  of  tbeir  Lordships'  House,  and 
two  Oenllemen  (Mr.  H.  J.  Stephen,  Ser- 
JMoUat'lftw,  and  Mr.  R.  Uitford),  who 
were  fully  competent  to  the  la«k  Ihue 
devolTMl  on  tben.  He  had  reason  to 
hope  liiat  this  mode  of  proceeding  would 
b«  found  miafactoty  to  all  partiee,  and 
oertainly  it  would  not  prevent  any  of  the 
bondjide  holden  of  those  forged  bills  from 
mming  on  those  from  whom  they  received 
them,  as  had  already  been  done  in  one 
case.  He  would  move  thai  the  bill  be 
read  aitaond  time. 

Lord  BrougKam  had  no  objection  to  the 
motion,  but  ha  thought  ihero  wai  an 
oniwion  In  tha  bill  which  it  wonld  be 
very  deairablo  to  eupply— he  ttieant  a 
elaaaa  for  ibe  protection  of  any  wilbeaies 
from  the  ooneequenoea  which  might  other, 
viae  follow  from  their  evidence.  He 
ihougbt  that  where  parties  were  liable  to 
a  penalty  for  a  refutal  to  give  evidence, 
it  would  be  but  fllr  to  protect  them  from 
any  penal  consequences  for  having  given 
i(,  and  it  wai  his  intention  to  move  a 
tiause  10  that  effect  when  the  bill  was 


Lord  M<mte«gle  threw  out  for  the  con' 
■ideratiOD  of  the  noble  Duka  whether  i 
were  desirable  to  retain  an  esceptioi 
which  the  bill  now  contained.  He  did  not 
eee  any  possible  advantage  in  it]  bad  as  it 
might  be,  attended  with  many  disadvan- 
tages, he  hoped  the  noble  Duke  Mould 
oontult  others  who  had  the  direction  of 
this  matter  ea  to  whether  it  would  be  ex- 
pedient or  not  to  erase  it  from  the  bill. 
The  words  which  he  referred  to  were 
contained  in  the  eixth  clause.  By  that 
danea  it  wai  enacted  that  the  report!  of 
thia  commission  should  be  laid  before  her 
Mejesty,  and  ultimately  before  Parliament, 
with  the  exception  of  luch  ports  of  the 
evidence  as  the  commissioners  of  the  Trea> 
sntj  should  deem  it  inexpedient  to  pitbtish 
in  canaideniion  of  iha  pablic  aerv ice>   Ha 


naed  not  say,  that  be  did  not  entertain  any 
kind  of  suspicion  that  any  evidence  would 
be  sapprested  except  that  comine  within 
the  language  of  the  clause  t  but  be  could 
Dot  conceive  that  any  evidence  Could  be 
produced  which  would  come  within  the 
character  there  described.  The  late  com- 
mission was  a  tribunal  of  atotally  different 
characlrr,  because  from  it  might  emaoate 
future  prosecution,  which  it  might  be 
inexpedient  to  learn  against  by  giving 
publicity  to  the  proceedings.  But  this  was 
merely  an  inquiry  into  the  case  of  the 
holders  of  Exchequer-bills.  He  was  la- 
tisGed  that  no  inquiry  would  give  satiifac- 
tion  to  the  public  which  did  not  lay  the 
fullest  possible  infoi-mation  on  every  pact 
of  the  transaction  before  thara.  There 
ther  matter  to  which  he  wished 
to  call  the  noble  Duke's  attention.  He 
did  not  see  that  the  public  interest  would 
be  represented  befbre  the  camtniislon  in 
any  way  whstcver.  He  did  not  believe 
that  the  Government  could  have  made  a 
belter  choice  En  selecting  the  members  of 
the  coromission,  or  could  have  named  in- 
dividuals in  whom  the  public  would  place 
more  confidence;  but  be  thought  that 
some  Crown  lawyer  ought  to  be  present  to 
sift  ibe  evidence,  and  place  it  In  t  proper 
shape  before  the  commissioners,  who  could 
only  be  looked  on  in  the  light  ofjtidges. 

The  Duke  of  WelliAgton  thought  it 
might  be  as  well  to  leave  the  discretion 
with  the  Treasury  ;  but  be  shotild  consult 
other  parties,  and  give  the  result  of  bis 
inquiry. 

The  Lord  Chancetlot  observed,  that  the 
clause  related  to  reports  from  time  to  time 
during  the  inquiry.  It  might  be  very 
essential  lo  curtail  facts  during  the  inves- 
ligalion;  but  the  question  was  quite  dif- 
ferent as  to  the  Ultimate  publication  of 
the  whole.  All  that  was  asked  was  a  dis- 
cretion during  the  pending  inquiry.  The 
noble  Lord  was  mistaken,  he  thought,  in 
the  character  of  the  tribunal.  Theywere 
coromiHioneis  merely  to  conduct  the  in- 
quiry, and  satisfy  themselves  of  the  fbcti. 
Lord  Monteagte :  All  he  desired  was, 
that  at  some  time  or  other  the  whole 
evidence  should  be  published. 
Dill  read  a  second  time. 
Adjourned. 
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Cakdioak  ard  Wakepield  Ei.ec- 
Tioiis.]  Lord  Gnnville  SomerMl  reported 
from  the  Oeneral  Committee  of  Eleciioni 
the  ntmea  of  the  memberi  of  the  eelect 
committee  appointed  to  try  ftnd  determine 
the  matter  of  the  peiilion  complaining  of 
an  undue  election  and  return  for  the  bo- 
rough of  Cardigan.  Names  of  the  com- 
mittee read,  aa  follow :— Sir  Charle*  Henry 
Coote,Bart.,  Matk  Blake,  Eiq.,  Earl  of 
Leiceiter,  William  Smith  O'Brien,  Esq., 
George  Dodd,  Esq.,  Edmand  Turner, 
Eiq.;    Chairman,  William  Goodenoitgh 

'  Hayter,  Etq. 

Whereupon  the  namea  of  the  said  seven 
Member!  were  called  over;  and  Mark 
Blake,  Esq.,  not  appearing  within  one 
hour  after  the  meeting  of  the  House,  Act 
(4  and  5  Vic.  c.  58,  s.  64)  read  ; 

"  Ordered,  lliat  Mark  Blake,  Esq.,  Member 
for  Ibe  county  of  Mayo,  haTin|{  been  appointed 
to  serve  as  one  of  the  members  of  Ibe  select 
committee  to  try  aad  determine  the  matter  of 
the  petition  complaining  of  the  election  and 
return  for  the  borough  of  Cardigan,  and  not 
tiBTini  attended  In  bia  place  within  one  hour 
after  the  meeting  of  the  ilonse  this  day,  being 
the  day  appointed  for  the  swearing  of  ibe  said 

'  Gommitlee,  be  taken  into  the  custody  o(  the 
■ergeaot-al-arms  atlendin;  (his  Houie." 


Mr.  G.  Bftake*  having  mada  deftalt  in 
like  manner  on  the  Wakefield  comnitlee, 
of  which  he  had  been  appointed  a  meaaber, 
a  similar  order  was  made  in  bts  case. 

Petitiomb  aoainst  thb  Imcohc- 
TAX.]  Mr.  Cowper  roae,  in  parsuance  of 
notice,  to  present  a  pettiion  from  Hertfon) 
against  the  Income-tax.  He  trusted  that 
after  the  expreuions  of  opinion  which  had 
recentljF  taken  place,  in  two  debates,  rela- 
tive to  the  reception  of  petitbns  like  the 
present,  and  considerinf;  that  the  GoTein- 
ment  bad  been  reduced  to  within  one  unit 
ofadefeaton  this  question,  the  hou.Geotl^ 
men  opposite  would  not  offer  any  further  ol> 
jection  to  the  exercise  of  that  which  was  ihe 
inherent  and  indisputable  right  of  English- 
men, namely,  the  right  of  petitioning; 
and  that  they  would  not  attempt  to  close 
the  sreuues  of  that  House  to  the  pelitiona 
of  the  people.  He  was  much  disappointed 
at  the  course  taken  by  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet opposite  on  this  question ;  for  he 
had  reason  to  hope  [hat  the  right  boa. 
Baronet,  since  he  had  been  at  the  head  of 
the  GoTernmenl,  was  advancing  towards 
sound  aud  liberal  opinions.  It  was  absurd 
to  keep  tip  a  practice  when  the  original 
reason  for  itnolonger  eiisted,  and  nothing 
coald  more  clearly  show  the  inexpediency 
of  last  ni^t's  decision  than  the  fact  that 
he  was  now  obliged,  in  order  that  the 
aeatiroents  of  hia  constituents  might  be 
heard,  to  interfere  with  the  progreaa  of  the 
public  business  of  the  House.  He  moved 
that  the  petition  be  brought  up. 

Lord  /*.  f^erfoK  said,  that  in  the  course 
of  the  debate  yesterday  evening  he  stated 
bis  opinion  on  a  motion  analogous  to  that 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Hertford,  and  he 
should  have  been  satisfied  with  merely 
repeating,  on  this  occasion,  the  vote  which 
he  then  gave;  but  the  inconvenience  of 
such  discussions  must  be  obvious;  and 
although  he  had  himself  exhibited  the 
tendency  of  his  own  opinion  as  lo  the 
merits  of  this  question,  yet,  as  it  was 
apparent  that  there  was  a  considerate 
diRerence  of  opinion  in  the  House,  as  to 
the  propriety  of  abrogating  a  practice 
which  had  lasted  for  so  long  a  period  as 
the  one  now  under  consideration,  he 
thought  it  would  be  of  advantage  lo  the 
settlement  of  the  qnestioD,  and  to  the 
future  discussions  of  the  House,  if  the 
julation  were  placed  on  some  better 
footing.  He  would  not  go  into  the  ques- 
tion of  how  it  could   be   best  settled,  -,, 
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alttuHigh  his  own  *tew  would  be  in  strict 
conionance  with  the  vote  he  gave  lut 
nighi ;  but  he  wished  that  those  petitions 
which,  by  the  practice  of  the  House  for 
some  150  years,  were  not  allowed  to 
be  received  should  be  accepted,  and  in 
that  he  coDcurred,  he  believed,  with  many 
hoc.  Gentlemen  of  authority  upon  this 
subject  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
He  wished  also  tliat  they  should  adhere 
Id  the  rule  which  they  had  for  some  time 
observed,  of  pieventing  a  discussion  on 
the  reception  of  petitions.  He  would, 
therefore,  suggest  to  the  hon.  Member  who 
preaented  this  petition,  whether  he  might 
not  avoid  the  discussion  now  by  with* 
drawing  the  petition  for  the  present,  and 
allowing  him  to  bring  forward  the  quesiion 
in  a  more  substantive  shape  on  the  earliest 
day  possible.  If  that  were  allowed,  he 
would  undertake  to  make  such  a  propo- 
sition as  the  House  would  then  have  ample 
lima  and  opportunity  to  consider. 

Colonel  Siblhorp  would  support  the 
motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Hertford, 
and  eipressed  his  regret  that,  upon  such 
an  occasion  be  should  feel  himself  called 
upon  to  give  his  vote  in  opposition  to  those 
with  whomhe  had  acted  for  so  many  years. 

Lord  /.  RtttseUAid  not  mean,  soy  more 
than  the  noble  Lord  who  had  just  spoken, 
to  argue  this  question  again;  but  he 
wished  to  slate  to  the  House  in  what  po- 
sition the  proposition  of  the  noble  Lord 
left  those  who  inclined  to  favour  the  re- 
ception of  petitions.  The  House  at  the 
last  sitting  agreed  by  the  majority  of  only 
one  to  reject  the  petitions,  the  number 
being  221  in  favour  of  their  reception.  It 
was  clear,  therefore,  that  there  was  a  strong 
opinion  in  the  House  in  favour  of  receiving 
those  petitions.  His  hon.  Friend,  there- 
fore, naturally  thought  that,  upon  recon- 
sideration, petitions  of  this  nature  might 
be  received.  The  noble  Lord  thought  that 
such  petitions  might  be  received  if  the 
preaeat  one  was  withdrawn,  but  the  noble 
Lord  only  engaged  that  some  proposition 
■boold  be  submitted  to  the  House  at  some 
future  dav.  He  must  aay,  that  upon  a 
question  in  which  the  issue  was  so  clear 
snd  decided,  no  anch  proposition  could  be 
satisfactory  to  those  who  were  in  favour 
of  the  reception  of  the  petitions.  They 
all  remembered  that  when  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Finsbury  proposed  that 
the  present  practice  should  be  discon. 
tinned,  tba  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First 
Lord  of  tbe  Treuur^r  said,  he  could  laka 


no  other  course  than  to  give  to  the  propo- 
siiion  a  direct  negative,  and  he  had  heard 
no  different  opinion  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  that  respect.  The  noble 
Lord  said  he  understood  there  was  a  wil- 
lingness to  maintain  that  resolution  which 
prevented  discnssion  on  petitions.  That 
resolution,  though  a  resoluiion  of  the  late 
Psriiament,  was  so  far  considered  binding 
in  the  present  Parliament  that  the  Speaker, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  Par- 
liHtnenl,  enforced  it,  and  when  tbequeslion 
was  raised  the  House  adhered  to  that  re- 
solution and  thatpraclice.  Ifanygreater 
weight  could  be  attached  to  that  resolution 
by  making  it  a  standing  order,  or  by  any 
other  means,  he  should  not  object  to  that 
course  being  taken,  if  it  were  proposed  by 
the  noble  Lord  ;  but,  in  the  absence  of 
any  proposition  of  that  kind,  he  could 
only  vote  on  this  occasion  as  he  did  on  tba 
former  one — in  favour  of  the  petition! 
being  received.  He  thought  it  better, 
when  the  debate  was  still  going  on  in 
respect  of  the  Income-tax,  and  at  the 
moment  he  held  in  his  hand  two  petitions 
on  the  subject,  that  they  should  not  pnt 
off  to  some  future  day,  after  the  House 
had  divided  upon  the  other  question,  the 
consideration  of  the  question  whether  they 
should  reject  or  receive  petitions. 

Mr.  Ltddell  said,  that  the  noble  Lord 
the  Mentber  for  South  Lancashire  had 
ended  his  speech  without  any  proposi 
lion,  and  he  therefore  did  not  see  how 
they  sliould  escape  the  difficulty  if  they  ad- 
journed the  consideration  of  this  question. 
They  were  called  upon  to  support  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  the  course  he  was  taking— 
the  course,  he  considered,  he  was  bound 
to  take  in  the  circumstances  of  the  coun- 
try; and,  although  he  agreed  with  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  South  Lanca* 
sbire,  and  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
one  of  the  ridings  of  Yorkshire,  that  they 
should  give  the  people  every  possible 
liberty  to  lay  their  opinions  before  the 
House;  yet,  feeling  that  the  House  was 
so  suddenly  called  upon  to  abrogate  a 
custom  which  had  prevailed  for  150  years, 
he  must  say  that  they  took  a  very  narrow 
view  of  the  question.  The  question  was, 
yesterday,  put  on  a  mnch  fairer  ground, 
when  it  was  stated  to  be  a  remnant  of  the 
protection  of  the  Crown — a  protection  to 
the  Crown  through  this  House— so  that 
the  passing  of  a  tax  might  not  be  obstruc- 
ted   by    tbe    presentation    of    petition),  : 
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which,  as  Mr.  HaUell  remarked,  would, 
OD  lach  a  lobject,  be  sent  in  frum  eveiy 

Sirt  of  the  kingdom.  He  knew  not  whe* 
er  the  change  of  circumstances  which 
had  placed  the  noble  Lord  on  the  other 
^e  of  the  House  might  not  have  bad 
ume  effect  on  his  opinion  on  this  qnei- 
lioo.  From  (he  course  taken  by  the  noble 
Iiord  when  the  oueition  of  privilege  vvat 
anxiously  debated,  be  doubted  very  much 
whether  the  noble  Lord,  if  this  question 
had  been  brought  forward  last  year,  when 
the  noble  Lord  was  in  the  position  now 
occupied  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  would 
hare  adopted  the  course  which  he  now 
proposed, 

'• Credst  JndKDs  Apells, 

"Hon  ego " 

E"  Divide/']  He  was  as  aniiouE 
on.  Gentlemen  for  a  division ;  but  if  they 
divided  now,  and  the  question  were  again 
renewed,  he  asked  what  possible  advan- 
tage could  occur  by  attempting  to  cul 
thoit  the  diicuBiion  by  calling  for  a  divi- 
sion. He  might  trouble  Ihe  House  with 
reading  lone  extracts  from  Mr.  Hatsell's 
work,  Dut  if  hon.  Gentlemen  would 
aider  the  question  as  it  wsi  then  stated, 
be  thought  they  would  see  that  luflBcieni 
grounds  were  there  given  why  they  should 
not  suddenly  determine  tu  depart  from  s 
practice  which  had  been  so  long  observed. 
This  was  not  a  questioD  between  the  Go- 
Terntnent  and  the  Opposition.  It  was  for 
the  convenience  of  the  House,  and  it  was 
for  the  House  to  consider  whether  for  that 
purpose  they  would  adhere  to  this  rule. 
The  Government  should  consider  (he  rea- 
MDS  why  the  rnle  was  not  established : 
they  were  Ihe  guardians  of  the  rights  of 
the  Crown,  anathe  role  was  considered 
essential  to  their  protection  :  and  although 
ll  might  tend  to  their  popularity  if  they 
took  an  opposite  course,  still  they  were 
bound  to  vote  ia  opposition  to  the  motion. 
He  thought,  therefore,  that  this  much 
might  be  asked — that  no  sudden  deler- 
minalioo  should  be  come  to  i  that  the 
qnestion  might  net  be  decided  on  the 
mere  semblance  of  a  division  with  reciard 
to  a  particular  tax,  but  that  it  should  he 
considered  with  reference  to  the  future 
convenience  of  the  House.  On  those 
grounds  he  voted  against  the  motion  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  last  night, 
and  upon  the  same  grounds  he  should  vole 
in  the  same  way  on  this  occasion. 

Ix>rd  F.  EgertoH  was  not  ready  to  state 
Ibe  disliuct  terms  of  bis  motion,  but  he 


wai  quite  ready  to  give  notice  that  he 
would  bring  forward  a  motion  on  the  sub' 
ject  on  the  earliest  day  that  suited  the 
convenience  of  the  House. 

Mr.  T.  Dmcombe  said,  there  were  only 
two  ways  of  getting  out  of  the  present 
difficulty ;  the  one  was  for  the  Honse  at 
once  to  receive  the  petition,  the  other  was 
for  her  Majesty's  Ministers  to  come  down 
with  a  Standing  Order,  and  pass  that 
Order  to  the  effect  that  no  petition  against 
a  tax  should  be  received.  That,  as  he 
had  said  yesterday,  was  the  proper  way, 
considering  the  views  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  opposite,  of  dealing  with  the  sub- 
ject.  But  what  did  the  noble  Lord,  the 
Member  for  Lancashire  (Lord  F.  Egerton) 
propose?  He  proposed, that  this  petition 
should  be  withdrawn,  and  he  would  see, 
in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  whether  ho 
could  not  make  a  sort  of  feather  bed, 
(or  ber  Majesty's  Ministers  to  tkll  gently 
down  upon — whether  he  could  not  derisA 
some  course  by  which  her  Majesty's  Min- 
isters might  escape  the  diffioulty  m  which 
they  had  placed  themselves,  and  thus  es- 
cape the  mortification  of  a  defeat.  He,  and 
the  Gentlemen  on  his  side  of  the  House, 
were  not  prepared,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
to  compromise  the  principle  at  issue. 
They  had  placed  before  the  House  and 
the  country,  Ihe  grounds  which  Induced 
ihem  to  tbiuk,  that  the  people  had  a  right 
to  address  that  House  by  petition  on  the 
subject  of  taxation,  as  upon  all  other  mea- 
sures under  the  consideration  of  Parlia- 
ment. He  maintained,  that  as  the  guar- 
dians of  the  public  purse,  and  as  the  repre< 
sentalives  of  the  people,  they  were  bound 
to  entertain  those  petitions,  and  that  the 
people  were  entitled  to  advise  them  as  to 
the  disposal  of  their  own  money  in  the 
same  way  aa  any  proprietor  of  an  aatate, 
had  a  right  to  direct  his  steward  In  the 
application  of  his  rent.  That  was  his  case  t 
and  until  they  were  prepared  to  oontro* 
vert  that  position,  it  was  no  use  to  oomo 
n  and  talk  about  a  practice  of  ISO 
years,  Such  arguments  might  have  done 
remarkably  well  in  the  days  of  Oation  and 
Old  Sarum,  but  (hey  would  not  do  at  the 
present  day.  Public  opinion  was  against 
Ihe  course,  that  the  Ministers  were  pursue 
(be  press  was  against  them,  common 
sense  was  against  them,  and  justice  was 
against  them.  Of  what  use  was  it,  then, 
for  the  noble  Lord,  the  Member  for  Lan- 
cashire, to  propose  delay  ?  The  noblo 
Lord  bad  voteci  last  night  for  leceitiog 
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the  'pstition  pTeieDtBd  by  him,  and  the 
noble  Lord,  be  trotted,  woold  vole  in  a 
aiiniUr  way  now.  At  all  events,  he  hoped 
\\m  hon.  Friend,  the  Hembet  for  Hertrord. 
would  not  comproraite  the  Jntereiti  of 
tboie  who  bad   charged    him    with  thi 

Gttiiioo,  but  would  Uke  the  aeoie  of  the 
ogta  on  the  motion  be  had  made. 
Sir  HoUrt  Pttl:  I  auure  the  hon. 
Qenileman  I  am  not  acting  under  the 
tpprehenaion  of  any  fall  whaiever,  nor  do 
1  want  any  leather  bed<  I  hare  done  that 
which  t  betisved  to  be  the  duty  I  owed  to 
tba  Crown.  1  beliaved  il  to  be  my  duty 
M  maiotaia  the  praciios  which  I  found 
bad  beeo  eatablithcd  for  150  yean,  not 
becauae  it  had  prevailed  for  150  yeari,  but 
Weauie  ihe  repealed  pioofi  of  the  iacoa* 
Teaience  of  a  depanura  from  iha  rule  had 
fradually confirmed  the  advantegei  of  thai 
40une  which  was  originally  adopted.  I 
lliQught  it  my  duty  to  malDtaip  the  ruli 
becauu  1  aaw  that  ibe  lervice  of  iba 
Crowq  and  of  the  country  might  be  moat 
materially  prejudiced,  and  the  neceuary 
■uppliei  might  be  impeded  by  the  Joiqi 
operation  of  the  praciice  of  preienting  pe- 
(itioni  agaioil  taiei  for  ihe  tervice  of  the 
yeaf,  and  debating  thoM  petition* ;  and  I 
now  bold  the  opinion,  that  if  the  Houne 
■anciion  that  practice,  if  petitiona  may  be 
neeived  qgaioat  laxea  for  the  current  ler- 
vice  of  the  year,  and  ihote  petition*  may 
Im  debated,  controlled  only  aa  to  length 
by  the  diKretioo  of  individual*,  then  you 
are  eaiabliahing  a  rule  from  which  great 
public  inconvenience  will  ariae,  I,  there- 
fore,  opposed  the  reUiation  of  the  rule, 
wd  the  Houie  hating  decided,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  ihiriy-one,  that  they  would  not 
depart  from  it,  that  common  aenae,  upon 
which  the  boo.  Member  oppoaile  laid  ao 
much  atreu,  dictated  lo  me  that  when  it 
■a>  propoaed  lo  preaent  a  petition  on  the 
fotlowidg  day,  I  ahould  act  upon  thnt  rule, 
That  ia  th«  iKuitioQ,  therefore,  in  which 
we  st«od*  I  perfectly  admit,  and  I  wiah 
Hplicitly  to  itate,  that  I  do  not  think  a 
fulfl  of  thU  kind,  not  having  the  force  of  a 
law  or  of  a  at^odiug  order,  can  be  main- 
Itinad  ualeaf  there  ia  a  very  atrong  opinion 
prodoniBBnt  in  ila  favour.  I  feel  tbat  the 
niurfiw  BUJorily  of  Isat  nij[hl  evinces  [bit 
thvre  ia  no  general  feeling  in  favour  of  the 
gsneral  maintenance  of  the  uaage.  That 
opinioa  doea  not  alter  ny  own ;  but,  at 
tM  Wine  time,  feeling  wbat  1  have  jait 
•Utedt  wd  feeling  that  ijpon  tba  right 
wbifib  My  hoo>  Msnber  posaeMn,  of  per- 


petually preienting  petiiioni  for  reception, 
ai  1  have  no  power — in  consitiency  with 
the  performance  of  other  duties — nor,  peri 
hapi,  have  many  other  Memben  the  power 
of  coming  down  coniianlly  at  four  o'rlock 
to  oppoae  auch  reception,  it  ii  probable 
that  at  tome  time  the  hon.  Members  oppo- 
(ite  might  suroeed.  I  am  willing  to  admit 
all  tbit.  At  ibe  tame  tiqte,  there  ii  a  duty 
which  we  owe  lo  the  Houie  of  Commona- 
Therefore,  though  it  >l  desirable  ibat  wa 
ihould  not  leave  ihe  door  open  for  fulurt 
diacuitioH,  which  would  ba  a  great  con- 
(umpiion  of  public  time,  and  a  great 
liiadrsnce  of  public  t>u*ine>B,  and  not  very 
creditable  to  ui,  yei  1  tliink  the  depiiiofl 
of  the  Houae  ought  to  appear  upon  it*  re> 
onrda  in  a  plear  apd  intelligible  manner. 
And  not  at  all  deparlinn  from  my  opinigna 
upon  the  qiieilion— if  there  be  a  determi- 
nation 10  uphold  the  other  reguUiioo 
ajcaintl  perpetual  debating  on  petiiiont,  f 
think,  provided  there  be  some  mods  of 
rendering  our  decisioi)  clear  and  iniflli- 
gible  00  our  re<-ar4i.  it  i«  perfectly  open 
111  me  to  desist  from  further  opposition  to 
the  claim  set  up,  not  hesitatinu  to  avow  at 
the  same  time  ihul  (  do  to  in  deference 
only  to  Ihe  feeling  lo  widely  pervading 
ihe  House.  I,  therefore,  think,  the  pra- 
posiiion  is  reaioii»ble  for  a  few  days' 
delay,  in  order  lo  devise  meant  fur  fettling 
the  subject  on  a  sulitfqrlory  Tooting.  The 
withdrawal  of  the  hon.  Member's  motion 
teems  a  proper  course.  !>',  however,  the 
boo.  Membiir  resiti  tbit  proposal,  1  shall 
give  my  voie  againii  him,  and  [  hope  that 
all  who  voted  in  favour  of  the  pr(«-niaiioq 
of  ihe  petitions  yetlerday,  under  the  im* 
presiion  that  nothing  was  lo  be  done  lo- 
warda  il,  will  lo-night  support  me  in 
obtaining  a  ihoM  inlerval  of  reaaunable 
delay.  I  assure  the  House  I  am  far  more 
aniiuus  (and  am  desirous  that  ihey  should 
be)  about  the  precedent  we  may  set  for 
future  practice,  thaD  for  the  immediate 
result  of  the  change.  I  dogbt  no!  if  pub- 
lic meeiiogs  are  invited,  public  meeiinga 
will  lake  place.  I  doubt  not  that  ihey 
will  be  real  public  meetings,  not  hole-and- 
corner  meetings;  and  1,  therefore,  hope, 
tbat  all  tboM  who  object  to  the  estension 
of  the  assessed  taies,  or  to  Ihe  increase  of 
llie  house  taxes,  or  lo  the  re- imposition  of 
taxes  on  articles  of  common  consomplion. 
All  those  who,  having  incomes  under  IfiO/. 
a-year  will  not  be  affected  by  my  tax,  and 
all  those  who  think  that  Ibe  alterations  to 
be  effected  by  my  tariff  will  be  of  benefit 
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to  them,  will  attend  at  iheie  puUic  meet-  therefore,  durJof!  the  present  Seuion,  it 
logs,  and  will  lake  the  opportunity  of  ex-  cannot  be  questioned,  though  it  may  be 
preating  their  opinioii*  on  the  subject.  during  any  other  Seiaion  of  Parliament ; 

Viicount  Howick  laid,  the  right  hon,  but  a.  standing  order  is  binding  not  odIj 
Gentlemao  had  come  to  a  perfectly  just  ,  on  this  present  Parliament,  but  oa  all  fn- 
CODClusion  as  to  the  necessity  for  a  general    tare  Parliamenta. 

support  in  order  to  sustaia  any  regulation  '  Lord  Mahxm,  as  one  of  ibe  Members  for 
of  the  House,  The  right  hon.  Gentlemaa  !  the  place  whence  this  petition  proceeded, 
also  acted  quite  fairly  in  offering  the  coo-  and  alto  as  one  of  the  minority  laat 
ceuioQ  which  he  had  expressed  his  readi- 1  evening,  wished  to  address  a  few  observa- 
ness  to  make  to  the  feeline  of  the  House,    tions  to  the  House.    He  had  voted  in  that 

artber  than  this,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  \  minority  not  from  any  doubt  as  to  the  pro- 


had  been  perfectly  just  in  calling 
them  to  take  care  that  theit  decision  was  ' 
entered  on  the  journals  in  a  clear  and  in-  j 
telligihle  manner.  But  when  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  asked  for  a  withdrawal  of  the  peti- 


priety  of  the  Income-tax  itself,  not  f 
any  apprehension  of  any  feeling  against 
it  out  of  doors,  bnt  because  in  his 
opinion  it  was  not  merely  a  long* 
standing  precedent, it  required  someatrong 


tion  in  order  to  ft  delay  of  some  days,  he    and  stringent  reason  to  justify  them  in  re- 


could  not  concur  with  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, for  there  had  not  been  anything : 
sufficiently  definite  in  the  statement  of  the 
noble  Lord  ;  and  if  the  question  were  to 
be  settled  (as  it  was  best  that  it  should  he) 
by  a  resolution  of  the  House,  considering 
the  right  hon.  Baronet's  position  in  the 
House,  perhaps  he  himself  would  be  the 
most  fitting  person  to  undertake  the  pro- 
position of  this  resolution ;  were  he  to 
give  this  undertaking,  the  withdrawal  of 
the  petition  might  he  agreed  to. 

Sir  R.  Peel :  Undnuhudly,  Sir,  there 
are  many  occasions  on  which  the  person 
who  stands  in  my  position — the  leader 
(as  he  is  rather  unparliBmeotaTily,  per- 
haps, called)  of  the  House— should  take  a 
certain  course  of  proceeding ;  but  I  think 
there  are  others  on  which  it  would  be 
TBiher  hfttd  to  commit  to  auch  an  indi- 
vidual the  duty  of  proposing — as  in  this 
instance,  foTexample — a  measure  to  which 
be  is  sincerely  opposed.  1  am  perfectly 
ready  to  declare  my  intention  of  relin- 
quishing the  opposition  I  have  hitherto 
Ifiven.  Could  not  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed on  the  subject. 

Mr.  C.  Bruce  said,  he  had  intended 
last  night  (had  he  been  able  to  catch  the 
Speaker's  eye)  to  propose  the  coarse  just 
suggested  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet. 

Lord  J.  Rtasell  said,  it  might  be  for 


fusing  the  petitions  of  the  people.  Such 
a  reason  was  in  the  first  instance  supplied 
by  the  rule  which  permitted  a  discussion  to 
he  raised  on  each  separate  petition,  and 
therefore  enabled  any  factious  man  or 
knot  of  men,  to  obstruct  the  passing  of 
even  the  roost  just  and  needful  impost. 
But  the  instant  that  licence  was  abro- 
gated, that  instant  ihe  reason  and  the 
justification  for  excluding  petitions  against 
imposts  ceased  also,  on  these  grounds  he 
(Lord  Mahon)  bad  felt  himself  compelled 
on  a  former  evening  to  vote  against  his 
right  hon.  Friend  at  the  head  of  the  Qo- 
vernment,  and  however  painful  the  duty, 
if  this  question  were  not  adjusted,  he 
would  not  shrink  from  thus  voting  again, 
Bnt  there  was  now  a  fair  prospect  of  ad- 
justing it.  His  noble  Friend  the  Member 
for  South  Lancashire  had  given  notice  thai 
he  would  move  resolutions  upon  this  sub- 
ject on  Thursday  next.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances the  aspect  of  the  question  was 
changed,  and  he  (Lord  Mahon)  much 
wished  and  recommended  that  his  hoo. 
Colleague,  should  accede  to  the  sugges- 
tion of  his  right  hon.  Friend,  as  to  the 
withdrawal  of  the  petition  for  a  few  days; 
until  after  the  resolutions  had  been  pro- 
posed and  discussed.  HisoobleFriend  had 
not  indeed  been  as  explicit  as  might  have 
been  desired  as  to  the  nature  of  the  resolu-^ 


the  advantage  of  the  House,  that  Ihe  right  I  tion  which  he  intended  to  bring  forward. 


hon.  Gentleman  in  the  Ctiair  should  slate 
the  difference  between  a  resolution  of  the 
House  and  a  standing  order  lo  the  same 
effect. 

T\)e  Speaiwr :  The  distinction  between 
a  resolution  and  a  standing  order  is  this— 
that  the  resolution  is  binding  only 
throughout  the  pieKot  Pariiameat ;  and, 


But  at  least  he  had  stated  thus  moeh.that 
they  would  be  in  conformity  with  his  noble 
Friend's  vote  the  other  evening  for  the 
reception  of  petitions.  Now,  then,  it  woa 
surely  no  very  extraordinary  stretch  of  con- 
fidence for  the  House  to  suppose  that  the 
resolutions  would  go  to  aathorise  and 
ettabllsh  Tor  the  futnt«  the   claim,  io 
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rapport  of  whicb  he  (Lord  Mabon)  had 
Toled,  for  the  reception  of  such  petitions, 
and  along  with  which  the  DeceBsarj  aecu- 
riliei  could  be  establiihed  against  a  re 
lapae  into  the  old  lyatein  of  debating;  on 
petitiona.  He  therefore  airongly  nrged 
that  the  petition  now  before  the  Houie 
ahould  be  withdrawn  by  his hon,  colleague. 
f"  No,  no,"  from  the  Oppotition  Benclut} 
Well,  then,  if  hia  bon.  Colleague!  or 
tiibae  around  him  would  [not  content  to 
the  -tfithdniwal  of  the  petition  nith  this 
view,  he  (Lord  Mahon)  ahonld  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate  till  Friday,  or 
the  day  after  the  resolutions  of  hia  noble 
Friend  should  have  been  discussed. 

Lord  F.  EgertoH  be^ed  to  read  hia 
notice  of  the  reiolution  he  meant  to  pro- 
pot^— 

"  It  would  be  first  confirmatory  of  the  prac- 
tice of  the  House  as  laid  down  by  the  Speaker, 
in  1839,  with  rcipect  lo  the  receptiou  of  peti- 
tions :  and  (secondly)  permitiiag  the  presenta- 
tion of  petitions  against  tazei  imposed  for  the 
Mrrices  of  the  year ;  also  (thirdly),  that  such 
resolutions  be  made  itandiug  orders." 

Viscount  Palmenton  would  recommend 
bit  faon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Hertford, 
lo  accede  to  the  adjournment  of  the  de- 
bate till  after  those  resolutions  should  have 
beeii  discussed,  provided  the  right  bon.  Ba- 
nnet  would  give  his  auurance  of  support. 

Sir  R,  Peel.-  The  noble  Lord  assumes, 
I  am  acting  in  coocert  with  ray  noble 
Friend  as  to  the  proposition  of  hia  resolu- 
tions. That  is  not  the  case;  and,  there- 
fore, without  aeeiog  the  resolutions  them- 
aelves,  I  surely  cannot  be  expected  to 
commit  mwlf  by  a  promise  of  future 
anpporL  This,  however,  I  will  say,  that 
I  am  qnite  prepared  to  give  a  genera) 
adherence  to  (he  resolutions.  I  reserve 
myself  on  one  point  expreuly — as  to  its 
being  made  a  staoding  order  that  such  pe- 
titioDi  abould  be  received.  The  bon, Mem- 
ber for  Finabury'soiiginal  proposal  it  would 
be  remembered  was  for  the  luspension, 
not  the  abolitioD,  of  the  existing  practice. 

Hr.  WaAley  regretted  that  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  right  bon.  Baronet  should 
have  been  at  all  sanctioned  on  thai  (the 
Opposition)  side  of  the  House.  The  right 
of  petitioning  waa  of  no  consequence  ao 
long  as  the  practice  of  debating  on  peti- 
Uooa  was  restrained.  The  emancipation 
of  the  West-Indian  alaves  was  au  object 
accomplished  through  the  agency  of  peti' 
tiooa  addressed  to  that  House,  and  by 
■•ans  of  Um  debates  eonieqaent  upon 


the  Incotu-tax. 


SOS 


those  petitions.  By  the  same  means,  and 
by  debating  on  petitions,  the  question  of 
Catholic  emancipation  waa  also  carried. 
Now,  if  petitions  on  the  subject  of  the 
Income-tax  were  to  be  presented,  and 
made  subject  to  the  old  rule,  it  was  clear 
that  such  petitions  would  be  presented  lo 
the  House,  and  would,  according  to  the 
recent  practice,  be  disregarded.  On  that 
ground,  he  was  opposed  to  anything  in 
the  shape  of  compromise.  He  conceived, 
that  those  who  were  favonrable  to  the  unre- 
strained practice  of  petitioning  could  ac- 
complish the  object  which  they  had  in 
view  without  making  any  compromise 
whatever ;  they  wanted  no  new  regulation 
still  more  odious  and  objectionable  than 
the  existing  practice ;  why  should  they 
have  such  a  thing  without  a  necessity? 
Let  bon.  Members  only  remember  what 
they  had  gained  by  debating  on  petitions, 
and  were  they  now  to  fall  into  the  groas 
error  of  becoming  willing  parties  to  gagging 
themselves?  He  was  nnable  to  conceive 
anything  more  reasonable  than  the  peti- 
tion presented  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Hertford ;  nor  contd  he  conceive  any- 
thing mote  repugnant  to  the  most  ob- 
vious principles  of  justice  than  an  at- 
tempt to  deprive  the  people  of  their  right 
to  give  free  expression  to  their  opi- 
nions. He  decidedly  objected  to  entering 
into  a  compromise  on  a  subject  so  im- 
portant. He  thought  that  they  bad  much 
better  take  the  division  on  the  question 
DOW  before  them,  end  leave  to  the  Govern- 
ment the  responsibility  of  adopting  what- 
ever course  they  might  think  proper 
upon  the  subject. 

Sir  Q.  Qrey  said,  that  nothing  had  been 
said  on  either  side  which  amounted  to  a 
compromise.  The  resolution  of  the  House 
regarding  debating  on  petitions  was  now 
in  full  force.  As  he  understood  the  pro- 
position of  the  noble  Lord,  the  Member  for 
South  Lancashire,  it  would  only  go  to 
reiterate  that  resolution  which  now  regu- 
lated the  practice  of  the  House.  The 
practice  of  the  House  be  altered  by  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  which  the  noble 
Lord  intended  to  propose.  The  supporters 
of  the  right  of  petition  would,  therefore, 
lose  nothing  hyagreeing  to  the  proposition 
of  the  noble  liord,  and  on  that  ground  ha 
thought  that  it  would  be  keeping  up  diaa 
cusaioo  unnecessarily  if  they  were  to  n* 
ject  the  concession  oflfered  and  were  not  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  t6 
throw  open  their  doon  to  thfi  reception  of  , 
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patitieoi.  Tliey  wen  not  eotitled  (q  delay 
the  excrciie  for  ■  moment  of  ibat  right 
upon  hoj  inch  gronod  w  that  stated  by 
tbe  leit  speaker. 

Mr.  tValiaee  was  of  opinion  thai  if  they 
did  not  then  go  to  a  division,  %n  import- 
ant oocasioD  would  be  loit  for  pramoting 
the  public  iDtereil.  For  hia  part,  he  wai 
reiolved,  in  the  neKt  Session  of  Parlia- 
mcQl,  to  man  that  ihe  resolution  which 
prevented  debating  upon  petitions,  should 
be  rescinded.  He  was  decidedly  faTourabte 
to  g^oiog  (o  a  division  on  the  preaent 
oecsaion. 

Mr.  CurteU  observed,  that  he  should 
■ay  to  (he  noble  Lord  sic  ihu  wm  vobu. 
He  saw  eo  reason  why  the  matter  ahonld 
be  labee  out  of  ifae  hands  of  the  hon, 
Hetnbar  for  Finsbury;  he,  therefore,  took 
the  liberty  of  suggesting  that  it  should  be 
confided  jointly  to  the  noble  Lord  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  Finsbury.  He  thought 
that  no  part  of  the  honour  of  ihe  proceed- 
ing ought  to  be  taken  out  of  the  lianda  of 
the  latter  Oentlemen. 

Mr.  O'Oonmell  was  fovourable  to  al- 
lowing the  matter  to  stand  over  till  Friday, 
in  order  that  the  proposition  now  made, 
might  be  put  into  proper  fonn.  Hethnught 
that  thia  extension  of  time  mig^t  very 
Csirly  be  agreed  to,  and  in  his  judgment 
luoh  an  Biseot  involved  no  compromise 
whatever  i  he  therefore  moved  that  the 
debate  be  adjourned. 

Mr.  Cotc>fMr  saidj  he  would  persist  in 
dividing  the  House,  if  he  could  see  that 
any  powlble  advantage  was  litiely  to  ae- 
evqe  from  pursuing  ibat  oouraa,  but 
tfaioliing  that  the  manoar  in  which  tba 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  given  in  upon 
this  oecasion  vras  creditable  to  him,  he 
should  readily  consent  to  adjouro  the 
dabata.— Deb«t«  adjourned. 

Was  i«  AvfSHAMiaTAK.]  Hr.  JSscoH 
wished  (0  linow  whether  any  Members  of 
the  lale  Governmeat  would  oppoae  the 
produoiioa  of  papera  coiteeniinE  the  oora< 
meomneBt  of  the  war  in  Affghanietan  in 
(he  year  1839. 

Sir  J,  Hobhouu  said,  that  in  the  year 
1839,  Tirioua  P^n  ^^d  bean  laid  before 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  givii^  the  ful- 
loet  information  that  gould  be  required 
apon  the  subject.  He  begged  to  re- 
njod  the  Houae  of  what  then  oocurred. 
At  Ihe  opening  of  Parliament,  in  the  year 
1639,  the  Queen,  in  her  Bpeaoh  firom  the 
TfaioiM,    called    attwUoft    to    tbe    sub' 


jeot,  and  it  was  then  stated  that  all 
necessiry  information  should  be  laid  be- 
fore Parliament  respecting  the  intended 
expedition.  The  Duke  of  Wellington  and 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  now  at  the  head 
of  the  Qovernment  expressed  a  hope  that 
full  information  would  be  given.  Both  in 
tbe  Lords  and  in  (hat  House  frequent 
reference  bad  beep  made  te  the  lubjeot  m 
tbe  course  of  (he  year  1839,  and  seven 
different  sets  of  papers  were  laid  upon  the 
Table  of  tbe  House  of  Commons,  but  from 
ibe  moment  the  papera  were  produeed, 
nothing  further  was  beard  on  tbe  sutqeot, 
and,  if  silence  gave  consent,  there  oould 
be  DO  doubt  that  th^  MemlMrt  of  the  pre> 
sent  Government  were  saijsGed  with  the 
information  which  they  than  received,  for 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  now  at  the  Heasa.) 
ofGce  gA*e  notice  of  a  motion  which  he  did 
not  take  the  trpHhle  to  bring  forward  <a 
soon  as  he  found  that  the  paper*  wera 
produced,  and,  whatever  might  have  been 
previously  threatened,  no  motion  condem- 
natory of  their  conduct  was  broueht  for- 
ward. All  he  had  to  say  waa,  that  full 
information  had  already  been  given,  that 
the  papera  laid  before  Parliament  went 
into  the  question  in  greet  detail,  and  that 
at  the  time,  he  and  his  Friends  ware  pr»> 
pared  to  disjuss  tbe  whole  question. 

ECCLSaiASTlCAL      LEASEHOLD     PRO- 

PSKTT.]  Mr.  LoMbton,  with  refarenee  to 
a  motion  of  his  which  related  to  the  «o 
franchisement  of  ecclesiastical  leasehold 
property,  requested  to  know  if  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  intended  to  bring  forward 
any  measure  on  the  subject.  He  pro- 
twbly  was  too  much  occupied  with  oiher 
and  more  urgent  matters,  to  be  able  te 
give  his  Bltantion  to  the  subject. 

Sir  R.  Peal  said,  that  the  hon.  Oentla- 
man  had  anticipated  his  answer.  Hg  had 
not  given  much  attaniion  to  the  subject, 
and  was  not  prepared  to  submit  to  ths 
Houae  any  motion  relating  to  it. 

Hor  Duties.]  Viscount  Ebringfon 
said,  he  wished  to  put  a  question  to  the 
right  hoD.  Ibe  Vioe-Presidentof  the  Beard 
of  Trade  with  respect  to  the  proposed  duty 
on  hops  in  the  new  tariff.  Was  it  in- 
tended to  leave  the  duties  on  oocuUu  »• 
dieas  and  other  ingredients  used  in  tbe 
adulteration  of  beer  at  a  lower  rate  than 
the  duty  on  bop  7  Was  the  duty  on  hopa 
to  remaio  at  a  probibilory  figure?  H« 
wished  to  kn«w  from  tbe  right  hon.  G«a* 
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llenan  whether  the  tariff',  with  regard  to 
hops,  wu  itill  open  lo  conai deration,  and 
whether  the  daty  upon  hop*  wouti' 
lowered  f 

Mr.  Oladttone  replied,  that  the  dultea 
en  gvaatia,  cocvtut  ittdicug,  and  other  arti- 
cles aied  ia  adulterating  beer,  had  been 
conaidered  altogether  iodependently  of  the 
dnttei  on  hops,  and  as  prohibitory  dutiei. 
A  very  amall  amount  or  revenue  had  been 
collected  from  the  old  dutiei,  and  the  ad- 
vice which  had  been  furnished  by  the  Board 
of  CuitODis  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
quite  aaffiGient  to  carry  conviciion  to  the 
mind  of  any  man  that  those  duties  were 
inafiectiTe  IW  their  object.  The  nestsiep 
to  be  taken  then,  wai  to  lay  upon  then) 
the  highest  duties  that  could  be  collected  ; 
and  upon  that  principle  the  present  rates 
had  been  printed  in  the  list,  and  though 
they  might  appear  low  as  compared  to  the 
former  duties,  yet  they  were  as  high  as  the 
Government  could  venture  to  fix  them 
without  running  the  risk  of  defeating  the 
very  object  they  had  in  view — namely,  at 
60  or  70  per  cent  upon  the  value  of  the 
article.  The  subject  of  the  duty  on  hops 
was  passed  over,  because  it  was  considered 
in  the  light  of  a  prohibitory  duty,  as  was 
the  duty  on  malt ;  that  was  to  say,  a  pro- 
hibitory duty  on  hops  was  cousidered  as 
ataodinc  in  the  same  position  aa  a  prohi- 
bitory duty  on  malt.  The  old  duty  having 
been  printed  in  the  list,  the  Government 
were  anxious  to  give  all  parties  concerned 
■D  opportunity  of  coDsidering  the  subject, 
and  of  making  known  their  views  with  re- 
ference td  it.  He  might,  therefore,  say  in 
answer  to  the  noble  Lord,  that  the  ques- 
tion was  still  open  to  con  side  ration,  and 
under  considerfttion  whether  or  not  the 
duty  should  be  allowed  to  remain  provi- 
sionally the  aame  as  before. 
Subject  at  an  end. 

Attendance  of  Counsel  at  Com- 
MiTTVBs.]  Mr.  W(um  rose  |iursiiant  to 
a  notice  which  he  had  placed  on  the 
motion  paper— 

"  To  call  the  allenllon  of  the  Uouie  to  the 
practice  adopted  by  cstinsel  before  iu  com- 
mittees, wilh  the  view  of  providiag  m  remedy, 
baviai  for  its  olriect  the  advantage  of  the 
ttiiion)  and  upholding  the  dignity  of  the  jndi* 
dicisl  tribunals  of  this  House." 

The  hon.  Member  proceeded  to  point 
out  lo  the  House  the  inconvenience,  ei- 
penae,  and  injuitue  ol  the  present  lystero 
of  counsel  engaging  to  attend  several 
■  of  tiwUotiM  U  tttamnfl  limei 


and  urged  that  the  House  should  follow 
the  example  of  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
compelling  counsel,  with  the  aid  of  iba 
aolieitors,  to  select  a  parlicular  ooart,  and 
not  to  run  from  one  le  another,  lo  the 
great  confusion  and  delay  of  business,  aa 
well  as  to  the  damage  of  thnr  client*. 
Aecording  to  the  present  mode  of  doing 
business  —  or  rather  of  not  doing  it— - 
counsel  would  be  rataiaed  tfl  appear  be- 
fore several  committees  simultanaonaty, 
and  the  consequence  waa  that  in  the 
evening  they  had  what  ware  called  consul- 
tations,  not  for  the  purpose  of  advising 
but  of  being  advised  what  had  been  done 
during  their  absence  in  the  day,  and  ef 
furnishing  them  with  that  knowlfdge  of 
which  they  ought  to  have  obtained  full 
possession  by  personal  attention  to  the 
business  which  they  had  undertaken.  The 
remedy  which  he  was  aboat  la  propeta 
would  net,  he  thought,  decraaae  lh« 
aeiual  fees  of  counsel,  while  it  would  have 
the  eSect  of  diminishing  the  expenses  of 
their  clienu.  The  present  praetiee  was 
to  keep  suitors  before  committees  as  long 
as  possible :  but  he  would  have  the  prao- 
tice  altered,  ao  aa  to  make  coanael  di»> 
charge  their  duties  as  apeedily  aa  posaible. 
At  present  a  nominal  fee  waa  inscribed  on 
the  brief,  and  the  counsel  waa  paid  at  so 
much  a.day,  and  then  followed  theevaniag 
consultation ;  and  by  these  means  some 
hundreds  of  pounds  were  paid  totheeoun- 
lel  before  the  proceedings  terminated.  It 
would  be  mueh  better  to  pay  bin  the 
whole  sum  at  tirst,  and  tha  business  would 

ipedited.  It  was  common  to  hear 
people  say  that  the  courts  of  justice  were 
open  to  all  parties;  so  was  the  London 
Tavern,  if  you  had  plenty  ef  money  in 
your  pocket.  In  1705a  grievance axisled 
with  regard  to  election  petitions,  which 
drew  upon  it  tha  attention  of  the  Hooaei 
and  a  conmiltae  wm  appointed,  acoordiag 
lo  whoM  report  the  system  was  haugbt 
with  abuse,  ioatmaeli  as  the  pnoiiee  wai 
to  employ  twelve  or  fourtMO  couhhIi  tttd 
put  parties  to  la  much  eipenaa  that  it 
amounted  almost  lo  a  denial  of  juslioet 
Tha  case  waa  the  same  ia  tha  imaent  day. 
He  reaollectad  in  1633,  anohlo  Urd,  atill 
Member  ef  the  Honie,  upon  »  petition 
against  his  return  being  ptesenled,  atand* 
ing  up  in  a  manly  manner  and  saying, 
that  allbough  be  believed  hts  ant  to  be 
quite  secure,  he  eandidly  oonlaased  that 
he  bad  not  money  sufficient  lo  pay  the 
snormons  expenses  of  defandlsg  kia  t«. 

,    Hii  coDMitiuati  tban.  In  t  n 
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Bs  honourable  ta  the  noble  Lord  as  it  was 
to  tbemielvea,  met  together  and  came  to 
the  detenDioation  of  defending  the  cobte 
Lonl  at  their  own  coat,  aad  the  con>»- 
quence  waa  that  be  retained  hiaaeat.  So, 
Ihen,  juatice  could  oot  be  obtained  without 
an  immenae  cost;  and  the  House  would 
recollect  the  caae  of  au  boo.  Member, 
and  nme  of  hia  family,  whose  return  had 
been  repeatedly  petitioned  againat  for  the 
aTowed  purpose  of  putting  them  to  eitra- 
ordioar;  expenses.  Was  it  not  a  mon- 
Btrous  injustice  that  a  seat  in  that  House 
could  not  be  defended  but  at  the  expense 
of  maty  thousands  of  pounds,  and  that 

Jnestiona  which  in  the  oidinary  courts  of 
iw  might  be  settled  at  the  cost  of  a  few 
huodreda  must  put  a  suitor  before  a  coro- 
mtttee  of  the  House  of  Coramous  to  the 
expense  of  as  many  ihouMnds?  He  had 
known  cases  in  wliicb  hon.  Gentlemen, 
after  having  engaged  iheir  counael,  could 
not  obtain  the  assistance  of  one  of  them, 
and  in  one  inaiance  lie  knew  that  four 
counsel  had  been  retained,  and  yet  the 
oommittM  after  waiting  some  time,  were 
obliged  to  adjourn  their  sitting,  because 
they  could  not  get  counsel  to  attend. 
Then,  again,  suppose,  there  were  twenty 
or  thirty  witnesses,  as  often  there  were, 
and  even  more,  either  the  petitioner  or  the 
sitting  Member  must  pay  their  expenses, 
■ud  those  expenses  were  constantly  in- 
creased by  the  neglect  of  counsel.  The 
House  was  much  indebted  to  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Monmouthshire  for 
the  part  he  had  taken  with  regard  to 
private  and  election  committees;  but  he 
did  not  know  that  he  had  done  anything 
to  meet  thia  difficulty;  and  he  would, 
therefore,  solicit  the  attention  of  the  noble 
Lord  to  the  aulgect,  Counael  themaelves 
had  been  heard  to  complain  that  they 
were  retained  in  so  many  election  com- 
mittees. There  was  a  story  told  of  the 
late  Mr.  Harrison,  whom  a  Member  of 
that  House  found  narmiag  himself  in  the 
Exchequer  Coffee-house  one  morning, 
and  who,  when   informed    that   twenty 

Ersons  were  calling  out  for  him  at  the 
>aso,  replied  to  the  effect  that  it  was 
very  likeWt  since  he  was  engaged  in  at 
least  a  docen  election  committees,  and 
■ince  he  could  not  properly  attend  to 
them  all,  he  thought  the  faireat  course  he 
could  pursue  was  not  to  go  near  any. 
That  he  was  told  by  an  hon.  Member  of 
the  Hoaae  for  a  fact.  ["  The  Ckeoicellor 
q^  the  Exchequer:  It  ia  an  old  Joe 
UiUn."]    H«  did  not  think  M{  but  if 
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the  right  hon.  Qenileman  would  point  out 
the  page  in  Joe  Miller  where  the  story 
was  told,  then,  of  course,  he  roust  have 
been  deceived  by  bis  frieud.  If  he  could 
prevail  upon  the  House  to  adopt  the  reso- 
ns  which  he  was  about  to  aubroit,  he 
thought  the  evils  of  which  he  complained 
would  be  remedied,  and  the  present  regu- 
lation of  the  House  applicable  to  the  sub- 
ject might  be  rescinded.  The  resolutions 
he  should  propose  in  pursuance  of  hia 
notice  were — 

I.  That  parties  attending  mj  comtnittee 
of  this  Home,  and  hiTing  liberty  to  appear  by 
counsel,  do  at  the  first  silting  of  the  committee 
deliver  to  the  chainnon  the  names  of  the 
counsel  retained,  which  ^all  be  inserted  in 
mioutes  of  the  committee. 
3.  That  npon  no  account  shall  any  counsel 
appear  befbie  two  committees  on  the  same 
daj,  unless  one  of  them  shall  have  previously 
closed  its  proceedings." 

He  could  not  conceive  what  possible 
objection  there  was  to  the  adoption  of 
those  resolutions.  He  called  upon  the 
House  to  agree  to  them  in  order  to  put  an 
end  to  a  system  which  he  considered  dis> 
creditable  to  all  parlies.  He  thought  that 
the  door  to  the  administration  of  justice 
ought  to  be  opened  as  widely  as  possible. 
The  House  ought  oot  to  allow  hon,  Mem- 
bers to  retain  possession  of  their  seats 
unjustly,  or  to  give  them  the  power  to 
shake  Uieir  purses  in  the  faces  of  the  pe- 
titioners, and  thus  set  (bem  at  defiance. 

The  standing  order  of  the  House  re- 
lating to  the  hearing  of  counsel  in  com- 
mittees was  read  by  the  clerk  at  the 
Table,  after  which. 

Sir  /,  Oraham  wished  to  ask  the 
Speaker  whether  it  were  competent  for  the 
hon.  Member  to  proceed  with  hts  two  re- 
solutions before  the  standing  order  of  the 
House  which  had  just  been  read,  with  re- 
ference to  hearing  counsel,  was  formally 
rescinded  t 

The  Speaker  thought  it  was  necessary 
first  to  rescind  the  resolution  of  the  Housa 
to  which  the  right  bon.  Baronet  had  re- 
ferred, before  the  motion  of  the  hon. 
Member  could  be  put  from  the  Chair. 

Mr.  fFotoH  (Observed,  that  it  was  not 
his  object  to  interfere  with  the  present 
standing  order  of  the  House.  He  wished 
only  to  make  an  addition  to  it. 

The  Speaker  said,  he  had  understood 
the  hon.  Member  to  state  that  it  was  his 
object  to  confine  one  counsel  to  one  elec- 
tion committee. 

Hr.  Wttim  Mdd,  that  wu  not  tba  par* 
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port  of  hi*  res(rfation.  He  bad  been  mis- 
undenlood. 

Sir  J.  Oraham  uid,  that  the  object  or 
the  boa.  Member  was  to  limit  the  counsel 
employed  before  election  coniinilteei  to 
one  inquiry.  He  had  not  bed  much  per- 
looal  experience  in  such  matters,  but  from 
the  result  of  his  abierfaiiona  in  thoie 
courts,  he  did  not  beiilate  to  affirm  thai 
ifae  counsel  wbo  were  generally  enge^d 
in  loch  inveatigfllions  conducted  the  busi- 
ness intrusted  to  their  care  wiib  great 
ability,  and  with  satisfaction  to  those 
whose  interests  they  represented.  It  nag 
not  his  intention  to  resist  the  motion  of 
thehon.  Member,  with  the  view  or  sup- 
porting the  pecuniary  interests  of  those 
employed  in  election  committees,  but  he 
did  so  on  behalf  of  the  suitors.  He  did 
not  see  any  of  the  inconveniences  which 
the  hon.  Member  said  resulted  from  the 
present  practice  of  employing  men  of  great 
talent  and  experience.  He  was  not  aware 
that  the  snitors  had  any  ground  of  com- 
plaint. The  lioa.  Member  who  had 
brought  forward  the  present  resolalions 
was  on  the  eve  of  being  personally  en- 
gaged with  an  election  committee,  and  he 
Bad  no  doubt  but  that  the  hon,  QeQlle> 
man  would  avail  himself  of  the  best  legal 
assistance  he  could  obtain  at  the  twr. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  hon.  Member 
had  any  satisfactory  ground  for  his 
notion. 

Mr.  WilUami  Wynn  perfectly  agreed 
in  the  opinion  that  the  expense  incurred 
in  prosecuting  an  inquiry  in  an  election 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  in 
many  instances  prevented  Justice  from 
being  done  to  the  parties  concerned.  In 
fact,  there  was  often  a  complete  denial  of 
jnstiue  under  such  circa mslances.  Let 
the  House  look  at  the  time  often  occu- 
pied in  such  investigations.  He  remem- 
bered a  committee  which  sat  some  years 
ago  to  enquire  into  the  Middlesex  election. 
"Hiat  committee  sat  for  four  months,  with 
the  iotermission  of  one  week.  In  fact, 
the  commiite  sat  more  hours  than  did  the 
House  of  Lords  during  the  seven  years 
they  were  engaged  in  the  impeschment  of 
Warren  Hasiings.  The  hon.  Member 
said  that  he  wished  to  secure  fur  Members 
the  best  legsl  assistance  they  could  ob- 
tain. The  counsel  who  were  to  be  em- 
ployed were  to  be  engaged  in  no  other  in- 
quiry, or  to  receive  no  other  retaining 
lee.  How  was  the  counsel  to  know  when 
the  other  petiliniis  would  be  presented. 


and  the  other  inquiries  cammeoc*  f  Hb 
was,  anxious  if  possible,  to  further  the  ob- 
jectofthe  hon.  Members.  His  mainobjec- 
tion  was  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
ascertain  the  duration  of  the  inquiry 
before  the  election  committees.  If  that 
could  be  efiecied,  then  no  injnry  would 
be  done  to  the  counsel  employed.  He 
did  not  see  bow  the  resolutions  of  tbe 
hon.  Member  could  practically  be  carried 
into  effect. 

Mr.  Wallace  was  sure  that  every  one 
must  have  felt  much  indebted  to  the  right 
hon.  Member  who  had  just  sat  down,  and 
who  had  devoted  so  much  of  his  valuable 
time  totbe  practices  of  election  committees, 
for  the  expreisiou  of  his  opinions  on  this 
question,  and  he  was  quite  certain  that 
the  opinions  of  the  right  hon.  Member 
would  sink  into  the  minds  of  those  who 
were  opposed  to  them.  The  expense  of 
election  committees  was  a  grievous  evil 
— it  wss  a  growing  evil — and  he  hoped  to 
see  some  remedy,  Ooe  great  objection  to 
the  present  system  was  ihst  counsel  rsn 
from  place  to  place,  and  from  committee 
to  committee.  He  did  not  know  whether 
this  was  a  Joe  Miller  story  or  not,  but  It 
was  notoriously  true.  The  late  eminent 
counsel,  Mr.  Harrison,  had  said,  or  if  ha 
had  not  actually  said  it,  he  might  have 
said,  that  be  was  engaged  on  so  many 
cases,  that  it  would  be  no  more  than  jus- 
tice to  tbe  parties  to  keep  his  fees  in  hia 
pocket  without  speaking  a  word.  If 
the  counsel  could  not  do  their  doty,  was 
it  just  for  them  to  take  tbeir  fees?  He 
could  not  understand  how  Gentlemen, 
knowing  that  they  could  not  be  in  more 
places  than  ooe  at  one  time — he  coukl 
not  understsnd  bow  their  friends  in  that 
House  could  defend  them  in  taking  money 
without  giving  valne  for  it.  Lord  Den- 
man  had  set  an  example  to  the  House, 
He  would  not  allow  himself  to  be  imposed 
upon,  and  he  at  once  adjourned  the 
court,  considering  he  had  been  insulted, 
by  counsel,  running  from  court  to  court, 
and  thereby  obstructing  the  businessoF  his. 
He  believed  that  the  first  counsel  at  the 
bar— the  Brst  official  Member  of  that 
House,  was  one  upon  whom  that  visitation 
waa  made.  He  believed  Sir  W.  Follett 
was  one  upon  whom  Lord  Denmao  shut 
fare  court.  He  hoped  to  see  this  principle 
followed  in  tbe  present  case.  But  he  waa 
afraid  there  was  too  much  profesaional 
interest  in  that  Honse — as  almost  every 
family  of  any  note  in  Ei^land  comprised 
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Msmben  of  tbe  profeHiDD— ihat  it  wu 
alinott  impouible  to  find  a  fevourBble 
coQiideratioii  in  ihat  House  for  the  pur- 
pOM  of  mitigating  ifaii  great  evil.  Tbcre 
«a>  alio  another  cue.  Hitherto,  Ihe; 
had  Bpoken  only  of  election  comauttKi, 
but  he  wiihad  alio  to  ipeak  of  partiee  to 

Erivatebilli;  befora  coniBiillm  od  theu 
illi,  counsel  acted  in  the  same  manner. 
Two  or  three  would  come  and  go  on  wiih 
the  biisinesa  for  some  time  ;  then  the  atari 
would  gradually  leave,  and  one  of  the 
junior  counsel  would  in  their  abienoc 
get  up  and  apeak  —  not  to  the  point 
that  ought  to  occupy  the  ootnroiitee, 
but,  aa  Menibera  of  that  House  some- 
times did,  he  speaks  against  time ; 
thereby  waatlog  the  lime  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers of  the    House    who  had  no  right 


or  bur  counicl :  the  smaller  party  would 
be  driven  to  the  wall,  or  forced  to  make 
en  uafsTourshle  comproniae.  That  was 
don*  erery  day ;  and  it  was  a  practice  of 
which  constant  complsiBta  were  made. 
He  was  aware,  however,  that  it  was  diffi- 
oult  to  «ome  to  a  satisfactory  adjustment 
upon  the  quesiiou.  He  confessed  that  he 
did  not  clearly  see  bis  way  in  the  matter, 
but  he  was  equally  <»rtBin  that  the  boo. 
GeDtlemso  whip  had  brought  the  subject 
under  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
deserved  their  best  acknowledgments. 
Thert  was  a  rule  in  force  to  the  effect 
that  two  counsel  only  should  be  heard 
before  a  committee.  Pfow,  it  appeared  to 
him  that  it  would  be  desirable,  whether 
this  rule  were  continued  or  not,  that 
two  counsel  should  be  compelled  to  rt- 


to  be  called,  on  such  terms,  to  do  such  ;  main  ia  each  oommiltee,  and  not  be  aU 
additional   duty.      He   contentied   that   if  i  lowed  to  run  from  place  to  pUcs  during 


Members  were  bound  to  declara  that  they 
would  be  present  "from  first  to  last," doing 
Ibe  duties  imposed  on  them  as  members 
of  committees  of  that  House,  and  an  ts~ 
Msdiagly  proper  declaration  it  Was— if 
(hey  Were  obliged  to  attend  in  the  com*- 
mittee-room  at  a  certain  time  and  stay 
Ihtre  without  quitting  the  room  till  the 
Speaker  took  the  chair,  was  it  fair  that 
Oeotiemen  who  were  well  paid^ay,  con- 
foundedly well  paid — for  their  time,  should 
be  also  paid  for  waatlng  the  time  of  those 
who  samd  (hair  country  gratuitously  ? 
TheK  really  was  a  monstrous  waste  of  lime 
OD  private  bills, aAd  it  would  be  an  immeaae 
btneAt  to  tba  parties  concerned  m  them,  if 
both  counsel  and  Memberi  were  bound  to 
stay  in  the  room  till  they  had  settled  the 
business  that  had  called  them  together. 
He  should  wish  if  he  couldt  to  prevent 
counsel  from  speaking  at  all,  as  they  did 
■t  present  in  committee,  and  pursue  a  plan 
aimilar  to  that  of  quarter  ssssioQs,  where 
the  business  went  on,  and  the  opinion  of 
the  counsel  was  asked  as  to  points  of  law,  if 
necessary.  He  believed  thai  all  oounsel  be- 
fore committees  of  thai  House,  whether  for 
private  bills  or  electionst  did  nothing  but 
misrepresent  the  case  on  esch  side  lo  the 
best  of  thairabili  ty.  He  believed  that  it  was 
their  duty,  as  he  was  sure  it  was  their 
pracllce,  and  he  thought  they  would  not 
be  feed  unless  they  adopted  it.  loacon- 
Aicl  between  a  wealthy  body,  such  as  the 
Corporation  of  Loodon  and  a  poorer  in- 
lercatt  ft  wai  impossible  to  say  what  con- 
fnsion  might  not  be  introduced  by  the 
piwer  i4  the  pune,  by  employing  three 


the  proceedings,  in  the  same  way  as  Lord 
Den  man  had  prevented  counsel  frbm 
ninnina;  from  court  (o  court  in  Westmiot- 
ler  Hall.  He  believed  ihst  the  course  hie 
Lordshiphadtaken  upon  that  occesioa  had 
given  general  satisfaction.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  take  the  entire  oooasion  of 
the  proceedings  before  committees  into  it* 
ssrious  consideration ;  and  if  any  improve- 
ment were  suggested  Upon  the  plan  pro- 
poscd  by  bia  hon.  and  teamed  Friend,  he 
was  sure  that  be  would  nat  refusa  to  it  hia 
support. 

Mr,  S.  fVoriiey  aald,  there  wia  one  me- 
thod of  lessening  tbe  eipenses  bafofe 
aleotion  commitiees  which  had  not  yet 
been  referred  to — that  was  tp  eslablish  a 
more  aatisfactcry  and  a  more  compaiant 
ttibunal.  He  had  the  greatest  respect  fttr 
the  opinions  and  judgment  of  the  right 
ban.  Baronet  (Sir  R.  Peel)  and  ha  was 
disposed  to  look  at  his  measure  with  the 
utmost  impartiality,  hut  in  its  working  he 
had  seen  much  reason,  aod  that  more  and 
more  every  day,  to  say  that  it  had  totally 
failed  in  attaining  (he  o^ects  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  in  view.  The  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet could  not  parform  impossibilities; 
and  he  thought  that  it  was  quite  impos- 
sible that  they  could  construct  a  proper 
tribunal— one  which  by  its  decisions  could 
give  satisfaction  to  the  public,  while  they 
confined  themselves  to  the  materials  to  be 
found  in  the  House.  If  they  could  form 
a  competent,  but  above  all,  if  they  could 
form  ajudicial  tribunal  for  the  trial  of  elee- 
lion  peiitioDS,  they  would  ds  more  to  lea- 
sen  tbe  eipenaes  of  such  trials  than  an; . 
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olher  plin  tbej  coald  adopt.  Were  such 
■  Irtbuflnl  fonded  at  be  bad  Bketched  ont, 
Miny  of  the  petitioM  which  wera  now  proae' 
eutea  wou)d  never  have  been  presented. 
The  partiea  who  no«  ipeculated  apon 
the  ignorance  of  the  commitieea  on  mat- 
ten  of  law  iroDld  never  have  brought  iheir 
petiliooi  before  *  properly  conitiluled  ja- 
dicial  tribanal.  The  great  fault  of  the  pre- 
■ent  lyitem  waa  that  the  Members  of  the 
commiitee  were  generally  not  only  ignorant 
of  Uw,  but  they  were  called  upon  to  act 
upon  precedenta  of  the  ntoit  diicordant 
nature— upon  precedent*  which  might  be 
nfemd  to,  not  only  open  both  Bidet  of  a 
quettion,  but  upon  both  aidea  of  every 
qoeatioa  that  could  powibly  ariie.  The 
preacDt  tribunala  came  to  luoh  uncertain 
deciaioni  that  they  tempted  ipeculation 
tpon  the  chance  of  lueceai  before  a  tom- 
tnjlteet  and  he  mnst  ptoteil  againit  ao  very 
nrtial  a  remedy  ai  that  propoted  by  (he 
non.  Member  for  Iptwich  being  applied 
to  «o  great  an  evil. 

Mr.  (yCmnell,  having  been  alluded  to 
by  the  hon.  Member  Ibr  Ipawich,  begged 
leave  to  have  it  diatincily  underatood  tbat 
he  made  no  complaint  againit  the  learned 
eouniel.  Heretained  them,  well  knowing 
that  he  could  not  obtain  the  whole  of  their 
valoaUa  time;  he  took  bia  chance  Of  hav- 
ing ea  ilinch  of  it  u  potaible— that  waa 
IM  uftderatatiding  between  them,  and 
fhithftilly  they  hid  performed  their  part ; 
Iherefare  ha  had  no  Complaint  to  make. 
to  reference  to  what  had  fallen  fnta  ibe 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Wynn),  he 
would  only  lay.  that  moat  ftrqueotly  the 
Haralnation  of  witneiflea  waa  the  moat  Im- 
portant part  of  the  duty  of  a  couoael,  and 
Iherelbre  demanded  the  care  and  kitention 
of  the  man  of  abiliry  and  experience.  He 
•a*  afraid  tbat  the  prophecy  ha  had  ven- 
tured had  titrned  out  too  true,  and  that 
the  experiment  of  Ihe  right  hon.  Baronet 
mod  of  Ihe  Home  bad  totally  failed.  True, 
it  waa  not  aaiied  now  of  what  opiniona 
were  the  majority  of  the  commiitee,  but 
every  one  atked  what  were  the  polilica  of 
the  chairman.  And  it  muat  aver  be  lo, 
10  long  ai  the  ilouie  retained  the  exelu- 
■ive  juritdietion  In  aoch  caiea  within  them* 
aetvea.  He  trutttd  that  the  hon.  Member 
Ibr  the  Weit  Riding  of  Yorkahire,  whoae 
time  of  life,  whnte  experience,  and  whose 
poaiiioD  in  the  Houie  qualifled  htm  for  the 
leak,  would  come  forward  with  some  plan 
for  Ihe  formation  of  a  better  and  more 
coeipeteM  iribaul.    It   wat    abaolutely 


necenary  that  it  ilionid  be  done,  and  ai 
the  hon.  Member  bad  found  out  the  evila 
of  the  present  aystem,  he  owed  it  to  the 
country  that  he  ahoUld  turn  bia  attention 
to  the  subject.  The  amendment  must  bt 
twofbld—it  must  begin  with  the  registry, 
form  an  appeal  court,  and  then  a  man  hav* 
ing  been  placed  on  the  regittry,  let  him 
enjoy  the  franrhlw  for  a  certain  time  un- 
der all  or  anv  oircumicances ;  and  aftaran 
election,  if  there  muat  be  a  committee,  let 
ii  be  one  where  justice  was  sure  to  be  had. 
Let  them  form  the  tribunal,  not  from  the 
House  but  from  that  class  from  which 
they  selected  the  Judges.  Let  Iham  be 
well  paid,  and  be  would  answer  for  it  there 
would  be  a  iBting  in  the  end.  for  the  con- 
teats  would  not  only  be  fewer,  but  the  pro* 
ceedings  in  those  which  Were  prosecuted 
would  be  much  shortened.  The  hon. 
Member  had  committed  himself  to  the 
task,  and,  whatever  service  the  advice  of 
an  ancient  lawyer  could  be  to  him,  his  wu 
entirely  at  his  command. 

Mr.  JV.  0.  Stanley  Waa  of  Opinion  tbat 
the  deflects  of  the  present  aystem,  and  the 
great  expense  lo  which  parties  were  put, 
arose  from  defects  in  the  registration  oF 
electors  and  the  want  of  a  defined  fran* 
ehise.  Aa  it  Was  intended  tbat  both  should 
be  placed  on  t  better  footing,  he  did  not 
think  that  the  House  ought  to  part  with 
its  jurisdiction  until  the  ayiiem  had  liid  a 
thir  trial. 

Mr.  AgUonbif  agreed  very  atinngly  in 
the  opiaiam  which  had  been  etprested  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Yorkshire  and  the 
bon,  and  learned  Member  for  Cork.    The 

!>reient  tribunals  did  not  give  more  satis* 
action  than  iboae  which  had  been  tbo* 
liihed.  He  also  agreed  that  they  must 
commenee  any  rerormatioo  of  the  lysten 
by  amending  the  regiitfkiion  of  etcctortt 
and  after  that  emend  the  constitution  of 
the  tribunala  to  be  appomted  for  the  trial 
of  disputed  calei.  But  ha  was  disposed 
to  go  further,  and  commence  with  the 
aimpli6cation  of  the  franchise.  The  ques- 
tion which  had  been  proposed  by  the  hoot 
Member  for  Ipiwlch  was  one  of  great  dif- 
ficulty, and  he  did  not  think  tbty  would 
find  many  Members  in  that  House  com- 
peieat  to  do  juiiice  to  its  importaaee.  He 
did  not  think  the  hon.  Member  would 
gain  anything  by  dividing!  he  should 
suggeat  that  ha  should  change  his  moiio«, 
and  move  for  a  committee.  T^ey  were 
bound,  as  far  at  they  could  by  law,  to 
leatan  the  great  etpenflts  ineorred  i»  tbew 
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petition*,  but  he  did  not  think  thai  the 
plaa  or  the  bon.  Member  for  Ipswich 
would  have  that  effect.  Ai  long  aa  talent 
vrat  appreciated,  so  long  would  they  have 
the  race  run  b;  men  of  the  hisheit  attain- 
tneota,  and  he  believed  it  would  be  impos- 
■ible  for  that  Houw  to  prevent  (uch  a  pro- 
ceeding. If  counael  wero  only  permitted 
to  attend  one  committee,  what  would  be 
the  consequence  ?  Why,  eminent  counsel 
would  calculate  on  the  length  to  which 
commilteei  ^iftht  extend,  and  would  ex- 
act an  entirmous  fee  for  their  attendance 
on  those  committees.  He  thought  if  a 
Gominittee  weie  appointed  before  which 
counsel  aud  agenls  may  be  examined,  that 
an  intermediate  course  might  be  adopted 
which  would  lessen  the  expense  of  the 
parties.  He  thought  the  advantages  to 
the  members  of  the  bar  were  but  as  a  fea- 
ther in  the  scale,  and  that  the  interests  of 
the  public  ahould  alone  be  re-iarded.  He 
hoped  the  ban.  Member  would  change  his 
motion,  and  would  sslc  for  a  committee  to 
inveiiigate  the  subject. 

Captain  Filzroy  entirely  agreed  in  opin- 
ion with  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  fnr 
the  West  Riding  of  Yortcshira ;  yet,  at 
the  same  time,  ai  the  decision  of  the 
House  forming  the  present  system  had 
been  given  ta  resenlly,  any  one  attempt- 
ing in  the  present  Session  to  moot  the 
question  of  amending  it,  would  meet  with 
a  very  slight  chance  of  success.  There 
was  one  means,  he  thought,  which  the 
House  had  the  power  of  adopting  by 
which  these  committees  might  retrieve 
their  character.  Let  them  put  in  the  chair 
of  alt  election  committees  men  of  dis- 
tinguished abilities  at  the  bar— men  of 
high  standing  and  character,  many  of 
whom  they  had  in  the  House.  They  had 
Sir  W.  Pollett,  Sir  T.  Wilde,  and  many 
others — he  cared  not  from  what  side  lucli 
men  were  chosen — let  them  be  placed  in 
the  chair  of  such  committees,  and  the  ob- 
ject desired  by  all  would  be  very  speedily 
attained.  Time  was  now  lost  because  bon. 
Gentlemen  who  were  placed  on  committees 
were  not  fully  aware  of  the  value  of  evi- 
dence ;  they,  therefore,  allowed  much  that 
was  irr^ular  to  be  given — much  that 
had  no  practical  bearing  on  the  case— 
SQcb  evidence  would  be  at  once  rejected 
by  such  Qentlemen  as  he  had  named. 
Again,  much  time  was  now  consumed 
by  counsel  mooting  points  of  objection 
for  the  mere  purpose  of  delay.  He  had 
not    yet  served  upon  any  election  com- 
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mittee,  but  be  bad  often  attended  thera, 
and  he  had  aeen  points  mooted  which  tb« 
counsel  laughed  heartily  to  see  the  com- 
mittee entertain.  With  such  Qentlemen 
as  he  had  named  in  tbe  chair,  all  the 
time  so  wasted  would  be  saved.  He 
could  see  no  difficulty  or  objection 
to  his  proposal.  If  Gentlemen  of  their 
standing,  in  order  to  gratify  their  ambi- 
tion, chose  to  obtain  seats  in  that  House, 
he  thought  the  House  had  a  right  10  de- 
mand from  (hem  the  exercise  of  their 
talents  and  experience  in  a  matter  of  lucb 
vast  importance.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Cork  was  perfectly  right  in 
ssying  that  the  only  inquiry  on  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  election  committee  waa 
aa  to  the  politics  of  the  chairman.  That 
was  the  inquiry  both  in  the  House  and 
out  of  it.  Not  one  man  either  in  tha 
House  or  amongst  the  public,  but  looked 
with  the  utmost  suspicioit  upon  the  de- 
cisions of  committees,  and  it  was  of  the 
utmost  possitile  importance  that  some 
change  should  he  made.  He  thought  tbe 
one  he  suggested  was  deserving  of  the  at- 
tention of  the  House. 

Lord  0.  Somartet  said,  the  question  of 
appointing  Gentlemen  of  the  legal  profies- 
sion  as  chairmen  of  election  committees, 
had  engaged  the  anxious  attention  of  a 
committee  of  that  Housa  which  had  con- 
sidered this  subject  in  a  former  Session. 
He  thought  it  would  be  difficult  to  obtain 
men  of  emiaence  in  the  piofessJoo  to  pre- 
side over  all  the  committees ;  and,  umess 
they  could  have  men  of  first  rate  emi- 
nence to  occupy  such  stations,  he  consi- 
dered it  would  be  most  unwise  to  adopt 
the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Member  who 
had  just  sat  down.  With  ref^rd  to  the 
proposition  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  now 
under  consideration,  although  its  object 
was  a  good  one,  he  thought  its  results 
would  be  most  mischievous.  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  wished  to  diminish  the  ex- 
pense attending  proceediogi  before  elec- 
tion committees,  he  must  go  further  than 
he  proposed  to  do— >be  must  limit  tbe 
number  of  agents  and  attorneys  employed, 
and  alter  the  whole  machinery  of  the 
system.  Although  the  expense  of  couosel 
might  be  considerable,  yet  he  thought 
that  many  other  items  in  the  expense  at- 
tending such  proceedings  were  equally 
aa  extravagant,  and  much  less  justifiable. 
He  concurred  with  the  bon.  Gentleman 
in  thinking  that  the  convenience  of  counsel 
alone  oi^bt  not  to  be  considered ;  but  it  , 
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wu  rrequently  adraiilsgeoDa  to  ihe  cuitort  and  to  disr^rd  the  objectioni  railed  by 
to  coniull  their  coavenieQce.  He  did  oot '  the  coudmI  on  the  other  side.  He  had 
think  that  auiton,  in  caiea  of  election  pe-  sat  on  a  committee,  and  he  believed  that 
litioQi,  would  be  benefited  by  the  propo-  there  never  was  a  fairer  committee,  itill 
Ktion  of  the  hon.  OeDtlennao,  but  that  it  the  decisions  to  which  they  came  left  no 
would  rather  tend  to  their  disadvantage.  '  strong  and  satisfaciory  impresBion  on  the 
Mr.  Watott,  in  reply,  said,  he  conceived  mind  as  to  their  soundness.  But  he  did 
the  resolution  he  had  proposed  was  quile  not  ascribe  this  to  party  bias  so  much  as 
adequate  to  attain  the  object  he  was  to  the  inability  of  (he  Members  of  the 
desirous  of  effecting.  Hon.  Gentlemen,  commiltee  to  decide  the  difficult  points 
on  both  sides  of  the  House  bad  agreed  in  that  came  before  them.  As  committees 
admitting  the  failure  of  the  measure  ofthe  ,  were  now  constituted,  no  counsel,  bow- 
right  boo.  Baronet  (Sir  R.  Peel).  The  ever  confident  of  the  goodness  of  his 
only  quesiioD  now  asked,  in  Ihe  House,  cause,  could  go  before  a  committee  with 
as  well  as  out  of  it,  was,  "  What  sort  of  a  an  assurance  of  success.  Id  a  committee 
Chairman  have  you  got?  Is  be  a  men  of  of  which  he  had  been  a  Member,  there 
your  own  political  opinions  or  is  he  op-  were  six  or  seven  and  twenty  divisions, 
posed  to  you  V  If  you  say,  the  Chairman  and  he  did  not  believe,  that  more  than  one 
difien  from  you  in  political  opinions,  the  of  them  was  at  all  of  a  party  character, 
obiemtioD  is,  "  I  am  afraid,  then,  you  On  that  occasion,  four  were  on  one  side, 
won't  succeed."  If  you  say  the  Chair-  and  three  on  the  other;  the  four  wera 
man  is  one  of  your  own  party,  the  reply  Conservatives,  and  the  three  Whigs, 
is,  "Then  you're  all  right."  It  was  not  |  S\i  Robert  Peel  thought  the  speech  of 
now  asked,  what  were  the  sentiments  of  j  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  the  strongest  de- 
the  majority  of  the  committee,  for  by  the  i  monitration  of  the  perfect  fairness  of  the 
measure  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  three  jurisdiction  that  could  be  given.  Out  of 
Membera  were  selected  from  each  side  of    twenty-six     or    tweniy-seven     decisions, 


the  House ;  but  the  opinions  of  the  Chair, 
man  were  alone  regarded,  for  bis  casting 
vole  decided  any  question  which  might 
arise  in  tbe  committee.  If  the  noble  Lord 
(Lord  Q.  Somerset)  would  take  the  sub- 
ject into  hia  consideration,  and  move  for 
a  commiltee  to  inquire  into  it,  he  was 
willing  to  leave  tbe  matter  in  the  hands  of 
Ihe  noble  Lord ;  or  if  the  committee  to 
which  the  selection  of  Chairmen  of  Elec- 
tion Commtltees  was  confided,  and  of 
which  the  noble  Lord  was  tbe  Chairman, 
would  adopt  measures  fur  lessening  the 
enonnons  expenses  attending  these  iovesti- 
gations,  it  would  meet  his  views.  He 
would  withdraw  his  motion  ;  and  if  it 
appeared  to  be  the  opinion  oF  boo,  Oen- 
tkmen  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  that 
this  qoeition  should  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, be  would  not  lose  sight  of  the 
fluUecl. 

Mr.  ChiUlert  thought  that  the  great 
objection  to  the  constitution  of  election 
committees  was  the  want  of  qualification 
on  tbe  part  of  its  Members  to  decide  tlie 
l^al  qnestioni  that  were  raised  before 
them.  In  fact,  the  counsel  were  ranch 
loo  clever  for  tbe  judges.  The  counsel 
raised  as  many  points  as  they  could  ;  and 
Gentlemen  on  the  committee  were  loo  apt 
to  give  great  weight  to  objections  raised 
by  counsel  on  their  own  side  in  politics, 

VOLLXII.    IIS) 


there  was  only  one  or  two,  said  the  hon. 
Gentleniaa,  [Mr.  Childert :  Only  one.] 
Only  one ;  and  why  should  that  one  be 
considered  a  party  decision?  Observe, 
these  Gentlemen  had  acted  togeiher 
twenty-seven  times  without  reference  to 
party,  and  because  there  happened  on  ooe 
occasion  to  be  four  Members  on  one  side 
and  three  on  the  other,  the  bon.  Gentle- 
man called  that  a  party  decision.  Why 
should  it  not  be  presumed  that  on  that 
particular  occasion  the  decision  was  ac- 
cording to  tbe  honest  opinion  of  those 
hon.  Geutlemeni  He  hoped  the  House 
would  not  always  be  governed  by  what 
the  losing  party  said  with  respect  to  a 
committee.  Whatever  tribunal  they  might 
constitute,  he  would  venture  to  say,  that 
the  loser  would  complain,  and  would  be 
very  much  disposed  to  impute  some  im- 
proper motive.  With  reapect  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  chairman,  he  might  obaerve 
that  it  was  not  a  part  of  his  original  pro- 
position. It  was  the  suggestion  of  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  London ;  and 
he  being  anxious  to  Veep  the  jurisdiction 
to  the  House,  gave  his  assent  to  the  pro- 
position. He  hoped  the  House  would  not, 
because  of  the  complaints  against  counsel 
or  against  the  committee,  consider  that 
the  decisions  of  these  tribunals  were  not 
perfectly  honourable  and  fair. 
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Mr.  ChSden  did  not  imputo  motives  to 
the  eomnitteeg,  he  mere);  (hought  them 
not  qualiSed  to  decide  the  pointi  thkt 
were  brought  before  (hem  by  CDUDMl.iiDd, 
therefore,  could  not  do  jaitice  to  the 
partiei. 

Sir  Robtrt  Peel  «u  quite  sarpriaed 
that  any  committee  should  allon  counsel 
to  take  any  unwarrantable  liberty  with 
them.  The  committee  ought  to  prescribe 
limits  within  which  counsel  should  con- 
duct iheir  case. 

Mr.  Eioart  said,  he  did  not  understand 
the  bon.  Member  to  attribute  any  par- 
tiality to  the  committee,  but  to  their  in* 
ability  lo  understand  legs)  qaeslioni.  For 
his  own  part,  be  did  not  think  that  with 
regard  to  private  bills  and  those  commit- 
teei,  they  were  as  perfect  ai  they  should 
be,  and  with  respect  to  the  tatter,  they 
■honld  have  judgea  to  control  both  coun* 
lel  and  Hembera  of  the  Ronie. 

Motion  withdrawti. 
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Ihcouk-Tax  Rmort  — AnjooRWEn 
Debate.]  Od  the  motion  of  Sir  R.  Petl, 
the  Order  of  the  Day  for  resuming  the 
adjourned  debate  on  the  report  on  the 
property-tax  reaolution. 

Mr.  Brotherton  said,  he  had  moved  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate  last  night,  in 
order  that  bon.  Members  ihoold  have  an 
opportunity  of  consulting  their  constitn- 
tnts.  As  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
North  Lancaihire  had  thought  proper  (o 
denounce  those  who  were  guilty  of  the 
presumption  of  asking  for  more  time  for 
the  disc uision  of  this  question,  be  hoped 
the  Home  would  allow  him  to  state  in  a 
very  few  words  the  reasons  which  he  had 
for  the  vote  which  he  had  given  for  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate  on  a  former 
occasion.  In  the  first  place,  he  would 
frankly  own  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
and  to  the  House,  that  when  he  had  voted 
in  the  minority  for  the  adjournment  till 
after  Eaiter,  he  had  been  lully  impressed 
with  the  opinion  that  the  country  wbb 
against  the  measure;  bat  he  would  frankly 
acknowledge  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
that  he  did  not  think  there  was  that  op- 

gMition  to  the  measure  of  the  right  ban. 
aronet  in  Manchester  and  the  neigh- 
bourhood which  he  had  anticipated.  [LoihI 
eriti  of  "  Hear,  hear,"  from  Xr  Robert 
Feel  and  the  Treatury  Bench,]  He  had 
no  hesitation  in  saying  it.  He  had  no  in- 
terest to  serve  ;  but  be  had  anticipated  a 
different  feeling  from  tiut  which  he  bad 


observed.  He  recollected  being  at  a  la^s 
meeting  in  1816,  when  a  most  nnanimona 
feeling  was  exhibited  against  the  Income- 
tax,  and  he  bad  thonght  that  there  would 
be  Ibe  same  feeling  now.  He  conld 
scarcely  account  for  it  why  there  was  not ; 
but  perhaps  a  new  generation  had  arisen 
op  that  did  not  know  the  Income-tax,  and 
not  having  experience  of  it,  they  did  not 
know  what  they  had  to  expect,  and  would 
not  be  convinced  till  they  had  felt  the 
tax-gatherers'  hands  in  their  pockets. 
Another  reason  might  be  that  many  might 
be  ready  lo  sacrifice  their  own  and  their 
neighbours'  interests  to  the  interest  of 
ibeir  party.  A  petition  had  been  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  signed  by  34,000 
of  the  inhabitant!  of  Manchester,  in  favour 
of  the  tax  and  against  delay.  He  was 
ready  to  admit,  that  many  respectable  in- 
dividaals  had  signed  (hat  perition  ;  but  it 
had  not  been  a  petition  emanating  from  a 
public  meeting.  He  would  not  designate 
It  as  a  hole  and  comer  petition  ;  it  had 
been  laid  in  the  Exchange  Rooms  at 
Manchester,  and  in  the  offices  of  certain 
newspapers;  but  no  doubt  there  most 
have  been  very  great  diligence  to  obtain 
24,000  signatures  to  it.  ["  Hear,  hear," 
from  the  BSiniiterial  hencMt.]  But  there 
hsd  been  two  public  meetings  in  Man- 
chester, one  in  the  Town-hall,  which  bad 
been  very  respectably  attended,  and  the 
resolutions  proposed  at  #hich  had  been 
carried  nnanimously.  There 'had  also  been 
a  meeting  of  the  Town-councl*,  and  reso- 
lutions had,  he  understood,  be^n  unani' 
mously  carried  there  against  the'>Jncome- 
lax.  His  opinion  was,  that  anolheNreason 
might  have  operated  with  the  peopld.;  he 
believed  that  they  had  not  underatoocNtha 
distinction  between  a  tax  on  prope^yi 
realized  capital,  and  a  tax  on  incoine. 
["  Hear,  heBr,"j^wii  Sir  R.  Peel.]  HovV- 
ever  that  might  be,  there  was  a  divid^ 
feeling  on  the  subject  Another  reaso^ 
bad  been  stated  to  him  by  a  friend  of  hii^ 
whom  he  (Mr.  Brothertoo)  should  have\ 
expected  to  have  opposed  this  tax,  for  thei 
quiescence  of  ihe  people ;  his  friend  said.l 
there  was  a  clause  introduced  into  the  \ 
measure  allowing  a  composilioR  for  the  j 
three  years' income  ;  and  "now,"  said  he,  [ 
"  as  we  have  not  had  any  profits  for  the  j 
last  three  years,  we  can  compound,  and  I 
we  think  we  rHbII  make  a  pretty  ROod  1 
bargain."  Many  of  the  clergy  of  Man- 
chester had  signed  this  petition.  He  had  ; 
had  a  good  deal  of  experience  with  regard 


yCiOOgIt 


9U  jidjamtii  {Ar«it  IS} 

to  lh«  opinian  of  the  olergy  of  the  (own  of 
HanehHtir,  end  bo  raait  oonfeM  that  it 
bid  little  night  with  him.  They  had  al- 
noat  to  a  man  lupported  the  fiiit  French 
wart  thayhad  auppoittdaDd  juiti6tid  th» 
praoMding  at  Peterloo,  and  had  been 
ready  enoagh  to  aubaeriba  their  names  to 
joatify  that  occaiion  i  and  when  the  case 
or  Quean  Garolina  wai  befoFO  the  country, 
scarcely  ■  clergyman  of  Manchester  but 
bad  been  opposed  to  her.  He  knew  that 
tbey  had  been  over  end  o*er  again  a^ked 
to  land  their  eSbrts  Tor  the  repeal  at  the 
Cam-laws,  in  order  to  give  the  poor  cheap 
bread  and  employment,  and  ha  would  ask 
■hethar  llie  clergy  of  Manchester  had 
ever  coma  fbmrd  on  behalf  of  this  mea- 
aure?  He  knew  that  the  Independent*  and 
the  Diweoiera  had  come  forward  on  ihi* 

Jaestion,  beaause  they  considered  it  a 
'hriatian  duty  to  obtatn  food  for  the  poor 
and  rlolblflg  for  the  naked.  He  was  al- 
ways of  opinion  that  a  man  should  be 
Ciged  secording  to  his  principles;  and 
would  rather  hare  a  man  in  favour  or 
jtiat  lava,  which  would  enable  every  plan 
to  earn  his  braad  honeilly,  than  a  man 
readv  to  relieve  with  the  pittance  of 
chajlty ;  but  who  was  the  advocate  of  bad 
laws.  Re  had  honeitly  stated  tba  case 
with  regard  to  the  feelings  of  the  people, 
U  to  this  tax,  and  he  hoped  that  when  the 
t«s  cane  to  ba  levied,  the  petitioners  la 
ju  favoor  would  be  as  much  disposed  to 
pay  it,  ps  they  had  been  to  petition  for  it, 
wiih  regard  to  hii  own  opinipn  of  the  tai 
lie  believed  it  tg  b^  anpecessary,  and  he 
could  not  rote  for  it.  He  cgnceived  that 
if  (nonopolfea  bad  been  lemoyed.  it  would 
not  have  been  necessary.  It  had  been 
■tated,  in  the  petition   presented  by   the 

qobla  Lord  (tord  Francis  Egertoo)  (he 
provious  nittfal,  tbst  it  was  unwise  and 
wiclted  to  take  g^  the  time  of  the  House 
in  diwussing  trifling  omissions  in  the 
Ivriff.  Vfhy,  tbe  (r^'og  omissions  were 
COro,  Hd  sngV,  iIm  princip»l  articles 
vbicb  relate  to  the  food  ^nd  comfortsof  the 
plNpl«.  He  therefore  said,  ibst  it  was  the 
monoppjf^  wbicb  rendered  t^is  lax  oeceai- 
•try ;  remit  the  monopoliac  of  Ofao  and 
anor,  aod  they  n«ed^  not  the  Ux.  He 
iud  alwitya  bvin  in  favopr  of  the  irepeal  of 
t^  (?0rP-h|wa,  bn  he  was  not  inaeasible 
to  the  measure  of  the  nobis  Lord  (Lord  J. 
Rwaell),  a  moderate  fixed  duty  being  in 
bia  opjoion,  mifcb  supeiior  to  th»t  of  the 
alJdiog-Bcale,  bccauae  by  that  the  people 
wtH  lued  u  •  much  gmter  txtwt.  net 
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for  the  benaflt  of  the  rerenua,  but  for  the 
benefit  of  a  particnlai  class,  and  then 
those  for  whom  the  sliding-tcale  of  iOt. 
■  qusrler  was  imposed,  wished  to  show 
their  liberality  to  the  people  by  throwing 
them  back  a  shilling  in  the  pound  in  tho 
payment  of  the  lacome  tax.  He  con- 
sidered that  if  the  plan  of  the  noble  Lord 
had  been  adopted,  there  would  have  been 
no  necessity  whatever  for  nny  increase  of 
taxation.  He  was  of  the  opinion  of  the 
late  Mr.  Cobbett,  that  let  |bem  lay  tba 
taxes  where  they  would,  they  wonld  be 
shifted  from  one  shoulder  to  another,  till 
they  came  to  the  lowest,  and  if  they  in- 
creased the  taxes  of  the  people,  tbey 
wonld  most  certainly  fall  heaviest  on  the 
poorer  Glasses.  He  was  for  reducing 
taxation,  and  not  iacroasing  it ;  but  bo 
had  never  seen  that  House  much  disposed 
to  lessen  the  expeosea.  The  Isle  Govern- 
ment had  been  much  blamed  for  io- 
creasintf  the  expenditure  of  the  conntry, 
and  not  keeping  up  the  revenue  equal  t^ 
it  But  bon.  Gentlemen  must  reoollect 
that  for  the  last  three  or  four  years  bon. 
Members  opposite,  when  they  bad  sat  on 
that  (the  Opposition)  side  of  the  House, 
hsd  been  continually  goading  them  to  in- 
creased  expenditure.  The  n^val  gentle- 
men on  one  side,  tnd  the  military  gentle- 
men on  the  other,  had  been  iconiinuBtly 
voting  for  lhi>.  He  bad  always  voteq 
against  it,  for  he  was  of  opinion,  whenever 
they  increased  the  irmy  and  navy,  tbey 
would  CDntriva  to  employ  them,  Witb 
regard  to  the  wnr  in  India,  be  was  gainst 
the  war  as  unjust  t  and  if  unjust  in  tba 
comneoeement,  it  was  equally  unjust  to 
carry  it  on.  If  w«  had  been  uqjust  in  our 
attack,  we  ought  to  be  defeated.  He  di4 
not  participate  in  that  feeliag  of  the  glory 
of  the  country  in  miiiury  exploits ;  ba 
considered  that  the  victories  of  peaoe  were 
mora  glorious  than  tba  trophies  of  war; 
and  although  there  were  others  who  wero 
possessed  witb  di&raot  feelings,  wi 
imagined  that  the  glory  of  this  country 
depended  upon  its  emu,  be  was  more  for 
seeing  the  glory  of  the  country  displayed 
in  the  protperily  and  happiness  of  its  io» 
liatHianta,  and  that  could  only  be  done  by 
pursuing  the  wta  of  peace.  He  bad  al- 
ways noticed  that  taara  waa  n  different 
mode  adopted  in  the  Houee  of  Commons 
to  what  was  adopted  in  private  life. 
When  a  poor  man  was  told  he  must  be 
reduced  a  sbiUing  in  his  wages,  he  went 
bone  to  hit  wife  nod  said, "  we  mmt  di- 
M2 
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miDJih  oor  comforts  ftnd  make  our  waati 
confoTin  (o  our  meant,"  but  in  the  Hook 
of  Common*  the  courae  was  quite  ihe 
revrne.  They  met  together  and  con- 
•idered  how  much  the;  wanted,  and  theie 
wsB  scarcely  any  end  of  their  wants,  and 
then  they  had  to  coniider  the  meana  of 
aupptying  thoic  wants.  There  roidd  be 
no  doubt  that  in  the  preaent  iiaie  of  the 
country  the  Income-tax  waa  nnneceiory, 
and  a*  lirtle  that  it  waa  unju«t,  for  how 
could  that  tax  be  called  juBt  which  re- 
quired as  much  from  a  man  whoae  pro- 
perty waa  worth  only  three  years'  purchase, 
at  from  a  man  whose  property  was  worth 
thirty  years'  purchaie?  He  had  always 
been  of  opinion,  that  realised  properly, 
and  not  income  from  trades  and  profet. 
sions,  ought  to  be  taxed;  but  it  had  al- 
ways been  the  policy  of  Parliament  to 
conple  the  tax  upon  income  with  a  isx 
upon  property.  When  it  was  proposed  lo 
lake  off  the  malt-tax.  Lord  AUhorp  had 
answered,  that  ao  Income-tax  must  be  the 
consequence  of  the  repeal.  It  was  then 
suggested  that  a  lax  upon  income  derived 
from  realited  property  would  answer  the 
purpose;  but  no,  a  property- tax,  unac- 
companied by  an  Income-tax,  could  not  be 
tolerated.  A  tax  upon  real  property  might 
be  levied  without  much  injustice,  and  he 
would  make  it  a  landlord'a  lax,  and  not  a 
tenant's.  He  would  alio  tax  money  in  the 
funds  and  mortgages,  but  would  exempt 
(armera,  tradesmen,  and  profestiona.  It 
mi^t  bs  said,  that  it  was  unfair  not  to 
lax  tradesmeni  but  it  was  not  to  be  for- 

Elten  that  trade  bad  for  many  yeirs 
me  much  more  than  its  share  of  tlie 
public  burden.  The  taxes  upon  raw  ma- 
terials used  in  msnufacturea  amounted  lo 
not  leas  than  1,200,00(U.  a-yeat.  Cotton 
alone  paid  GOO.OOOi.  of  this  sum,  end  ihe 
rest  was  contriboted  by  dyesroods,  wool, 
silk,  Ac,  eren  the  flour  used  in  manufjc- 
lurei  was  taxed  to  a  la^  amount.  His 
(Mr.  Brotherton's)  plan  would  have  many 
advantages;  for,  kltbough  a  tax  upon 
bouses  merely  would  be  unjust,  be  would 
include  not  only  houses,  but  mills,  ware- 
houses, and  manufactoriet,  in  the  same 
my  at  they  were  aiscased  to  the  poor's 
nte.  The  tradesman  would  ihu*  be  ex- 
empted, while  the  lower  classes  would  reap 
the  greatest  benefit  from  the  arrangement. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  there  was  a  broad 
and  ohvioot  distinction  between  a  tas 
upon  income  and  a  tax  upon  properly, 
and  of  this  diilinctioii  ha  wished  (o  avail 


himself.  Having  ahown  that  tha  lax  waa 
unnecessary  and  nnjust,  and  that  Uwoald 
cripple  and  limit  the  operations  of  trade, 
he  had  no  hetitatioD  in  giving  his  vote 
against  it.  Persons  in  trade  and  belonging 
lo  professions,  would  soon  find  how  odious, 
iaquisiiorial,  and  veialioos,  the  Incooae- 
tax  was,  and  be  had  no  doubt,  that  t>efore 
long,  tarh  an  opposition  would  be  raised 
against  it,  that  it  must  be  repealed. 

Colonel  Wood  said,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  had  just  sat  down  bad  told  them, 
thnt  a  very  large  number  of  persona  in 
Manchester  were  hTDordile  lo  the  tax. 
He  hoped  be  should  be  able  to  show,  that 
the  great  mass  of  the  people,  not  odIt  at 
Manchester,  but  in  ever^  other  part  of  the 
kiagdom.tooktfaesameview.  ntedeScieonr 
in  the  revenue  waaadmittedloexitt  by  whick 
Gentlemen  on  both  sides  cJtbe  Hmue  cooM 
not  be  permitted  to  continue,  and  it  must 
be  made  up  either  by  direct  or  indirect 
taxation.  They  must  determine  wbetber 
they  would  look  their  difficulties  man« 
fully  in  the  face  or  go  on  from  year  to 
year  eudeavouriog  to  prop  up  tbe  revenue 
of  the  country  by  indirect  taxuioa  and 
miserable  expedients.  He  had  in  hia 
possession  a  return  which  he  had  found 
amongst  some  Parliamentaiy  papers  wbicb 
would  show  what  wu  the  number  of  pec> 
sons  who  had  paid  towartls  the  last  pro* 
peity-lax,  and  what  waa  the  probable 
number  that  would  be  exempt  from  tbe 
present  contribution.  Tbe  aecaracj  of 
the  returns  might  be  ascertained  by  n* 
ference  to  the  papera  in  tbe  library  at 
the  Hout&  He  found,  that  the  oocupera 
of  land  with  incomes  under  SOf.  a-year, 
and,  who  were  exempt  from  tbe  tax 
when  last  imposed  amounted  lo  114,778  ; 
they  would  be  exempt  now.  He  found 
that  the  occupiera  of  land  from  SOL  to 
150I.a-year,  who  were  nnt  exempt  in  1815, 
but  who  wnuld  now  be  exonpt,  amounted 
then  to  no  less  a  number  than  432,534  ; 
making  the  total  number  of  oceupien  of 
land  including  those  tben  taxed,  but 
exempt  from  the  proposed  tax  now,  no 
lesa  uan  547,312.  Now,  what  number 
of  occupiers  of  land,  did  tbe  House  anp. 
Tioae  contributed  to  the  tax  in  1815, 
whose  incomes  ezcaeilvd  150^.  per  ■nnnm. 
Only  42,062  out  of  the  whole  masa 
oF  tbe  community.  Then  be  found  In 
trade*  and  pnfcauons,  that  there  wen 
100.000  person*  whoae  profita  tnm 
■         ■     •  ■  r  5W.; 
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fram  601.  to  150i.,  msktng  217j306  per- 
■ODH  in  tndeH  aaA  profegsiooB  who  would 
be  exempt  from  the  operation  of  the 
propoaed  tax.  He  had  aBcertaiaed  these 
nuniben  to  shov  vfay  the  tax  should 
be  not  unpopular.  The  total  number  of 
persoDs  occupying  land,  and  the  total 
Dumber  of  persona  in  trailes  and  profe»- 
rions  who  would  contribute  to  the  tax, 
exempting  those  liable  to  the  tax  of  1815, 
mod  whose  incomes  were  under  150J.  per 
«inum,  amounted  to  on  more  than  77,682 
out  of  a  popuktion  of  12,000,000  souls. 
But,  what  might  now,  be  the  number  of 
perions  who  hud  incomes  and  who  would 
now  be  exempL  It  could  not  be  got 
at  bf  returns,  and  could  only  be  reached 
by  calcDlation.  The  population  since 
toe  time  he  had  spoken  of  had  in- 
cressed  to  18,500,000  souls— in  other 
words,  one-third.  Was  it  then,  a  fair 
calculation,  to  add  now  one-third  to  all 
the  numbers  included  in  the  return  of 
1815,  he  propoaed  to  make  that  addition. 
Now,  the  House  would  bear  in  mind,  that 
the  numbers  in  trades  and  professions,  and 
occupiers  of  land,  who  contributed  towards 
the  propertf'taz  in  1815,  and  whose  income 
exceeded  ISM.  per  annum,  was  no  more 
than  77,682.  To  that  number  adding 
as  he  proposed,  one-third,  the  result  would 
give  in  tne  present  times,  103,578  persona 
as  contributors.  This  addition  must  be  ad- 
mitted to  be  liberal,  because  thenumberof 
occupiers  of  land  had  rather  dimimalied 
withm  the  period  to  which  he  referred. 
There  then  remained  to  be  added  to  thia 
Bnmber  the  ownenof  land,  and  for  errors  in 
calculation, and  fbrother  additions  he  would 
propose  to  add  96,423,  and  this  would  jjive 
300,000  as  the  number  of  contributors  to 
the  property>tax,  as  proposed  by  the  right 
boD.  Baronet,  the  Member  for '  Tam worth. 
NajT)  he  firmly  beltered,  thai  the  number 
of  persons  liable  to  be  called  on  in  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  and  Wales,  to  contribute 
to  that  property-tax,  would  not  amount 
to  200,000  souls  out  of  a  population  of 
18,500,000  souls,  could  this  be  the  case,  it 
must  be  remembered  that  the  18,500,000 
must  be  divided  into  families,  aa  the 
beads  of  families  only  constituted,  dividiDg 
that  number  by  five  it  would  give 
3,500,000  families.  He  bund  from  the  re- 
tnnu  which  had  been  laid  upon  the  Table, 
that  the  number  of  inhabited  houses 
anouDted  to  3,444,848,  and  calculating  at 
the  tato  <rf  5  persons  toeach  house  it  would 
giv«  nearly  3,500,000  hroilies.  He  had 
«lr«ady  stated,  that  in  the  yev  1814,  the 


returns  showed,  that  of  persons  whose 
incomes  were  underlSO/.  per  annum,  there 
were  547,362  occupiers  of  land,  and 
217,066  who  exercised  trades  and  profes- 
sions, thus  giving  a  total  of  765,428  who 
would  be  exempt  under  the  provisions  of 
the  proposed  measure.  To  this,  adding 
one-thit^  for  the  increase  of  population, 
the  result  would  be  1,048,136  individuals 
whose  incomes  were  under  150/.,  and  who 
would  consequently  be  exempted  from  the 
(uyment  of  the  tax.  He  had  already 
stated,  that  the  number  of  families  was  to 
be  taken  by  calculation  at  3,500,000.  He 
had  shown  the  number  exempt  (  their 
incomes  being  under  150/.)  to  be  1,048,136, 
while  the  number  of  families  who  bad  no  in- 
come was  2,231,864,  would  leave,  as  he  had 
already  stated,  200,000  individuals  only 
liable  to  the  tax  proposed.  Tbiswasareturn 
which  convinced  him,  that  an  Income-tax 
was  by  far  the  most  honest  and  least 
oppressive  tax  to  the  great  mass  of  their 
fellow-countrymen.  He  thought  it  placed 
the  burden  on  those  who  ought  to  hear  it, 
aod  shifted  the  burden  from  the  lower 
classes,  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  accom- 
panied bj  the  removal  of  taxes  which  now 
pressed  upon  the  necessaries  of  life.  The 
noble  Lonl,  the  Member  for  the  City  of 
London,  had  objected  to  the  property-tax. 
because  it  was  an  impost  which  ought  to 
be  reserved  for  times  of  war,  and  ou^t  not 
to  he  resorted  to  in  time  of  peace.  Now, 
he  thought  no  individual  could  foretell 
either  the  extent  of  the  expense  or  the 
result  of  the  war  in  India.  He  did  not 
wish  to  paint  in  gloomy  colours  the  mis- 
fortunes which  had  recently  happened 
west  of  the  Indus,  but  it  was  impossible 
not  to  entertiun  the  utmost  anxiety  on 
behalfofthebrave  men  now  locked  uptnthe 
fortresses  of  AfTgfaanistan,  or  to  say,  looking 
at  passing  events,  that  this  country  was  at 
peace ;  but  whether  the  country  was  at 
peace  or  war,  if  the  tax  proposed  was  a 
right  tax,  it  ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  be 
imposed.  Hon.  Members  on  bis  side  of 
the  House  had  been  taunted  by  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  with  having  given  their 
support  to  the  measure  which  had  now 
passed  this  House  with  respect  to  the 
Corn-laws.  For  himself,  he  could  say, 
tliat  the  support  he  had  given  that  mea- 
sure was  quite  consistent  with  the  promisea 
he  hsd  given  on  the  hustings  to  liis  con* 
stituents.  There  was  not  a  man  who 
could  hesitate  to  admit,  that  in  the  late 
Corn-laws,  there  were  deforiitities  which 
called  for  correction.  The  hillwhich  hajiptljr 
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had  passed  this  House  gare  to  the  laoded 
iDterest  all  the  security  and  protectioo 
which  it  was  necessuy  for  them  to  hare, 
and  he  should  be  sorry  if  that  interest 
attempted  to  retain  more  protection  than 
was  necessary,  to  draw  down  on  that 
great  interest  odium  and  obloquy  io- 
Btead  of  any  earthly  adnntage.  Tlie 
promise  be  had  nia^  to  his  constitu- 
ents was,  that  he  never  would  vote  for  a 
tax  on  corn  for  the  purpuse  of  reranue. 
He  contended,  that  the  laws  regulating  the 
importadon  of  corn  were  deugned  for  pro- 
tection, and  not  taxation,  and,  there- 
fiira,  he  would  not  rote  for  a  fixed  duty, 
which  in  efibct  would  be  no  protectioo. 
In  years  of  abundance  Importatbn  would 
take  place  under  a  fixed  duty  aod 
glut  toe  market,  and  in  years  of  scarcity 
would  ugrarate  distress,  and  besides  that 
it  coula  not  be  collected.  He  should 
have  no  faeeitation  in  ffiring  his  decided 
negative  to  the  proposition  of  the  noUe 
Lcvd  opposite,  and  having  done  so  he 
should  support  the  motion  for  bringiae  op 
the  report  on  the  resolutions  proposed  by 
the  right  ban.  Baronet,  the  Member  for 
Tamwortli,  fully  convinced  that  by  so 
doing  he  should  fulfil  the  promise  he  had 
gjven  to  his  constituents,  and  should  act 
not  only  for  their  interests,  but  also  for 
the  good  of  the  country  at  large. 

Mr.  Mangles  said,  that  he  had  atten- 
tively listened  to  the  speacbes  of  the  right 
ban.  Baronet,  and  the  noUe  Lord,  the 
Member  for  North  Lanraahire,  without 
Gonriction.— he  was  least  of  all  convinced 
of  the  necessity  of  introducing  the  state  of 
«&ira  in  India  as  a  reason  for  impoeini^ 
the  lacome-taz  upon  this  country.  He 
was  aware  thnt  he  mi^ht  be  cbaived  with 

{resumption  in  opposing  himself  to  such 
igh  anthoritisi,  and  he  wm  well  aware, 
nfter  the  treatment  which  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Edinburgh  had  last 
night  received,  <4  the  danger  which  Iw  ran 
of  misconstruction,  in  spMltiug  even  with 
qualification  of  the  miaftirtune  which  had 
befallen  our  arms  in  Cabul.  In  some  pointa 
of  that  speech  he  entirely  concurred,  from 
other  parts  he  dissented ;  but  while  he  ad- 
mitted the  misfortune  the  British  arms  had 
sustained  in  Affgbantstan,  and  sincerely 
sympathised  with  the  sufferers,  he  con- 
tended that  it  was  not  the  greatest  disgster 
our  troopa  had  ever  esperianccd.  The 
present  was  not,  however,  a  question  of 
sympathy,  and  it  did  not  at  ail  follow  be- 
cause the  late  news  hud  been  highly  dis- 
tressing, that  it  was  on  that  aocouat  to  ba 


mode  the  ground  for  laying  upm  the 
people  <^  Great  Britain  an  odious  and 
most  oppressive  tax.  The  question,  aa 
brought  before  them  by  the  Ministers, 
was,  whether  the  sUte  of  afiiurs  in  India 
amounted  to  a  justification  of  the  Income 
tax.  Upon  that  punt,  with  all  humility, 
he  begged  to  join  issue  wiih  the  right  hon. 
Baronet.  He  did  not  deu^,  that  there  was 
finaodal  difficulty  in  India,  but  not  diffi- 
culty of  such  a  nature  or  decree  as  to 
ider  it  a  valid  plea  for  the  imposition 
of  an  Income-tax  on  the  people  of  Eng- 
land. There  had  been  an  abundance  of 
wart,  and  expensive  wars,  too,  in  India, 
during  which  the  arms  of  this  country  had 
not  been  eiempt  from  severe  disaster,  yet 
he  was  not  aware  that  on  any  former  occn- 
sion  the  Finance  Minister  of  the  day  bad 
thought  fit  to  come  down  to  Parliament  in 
order  to  malie  the  affairs  of  India  u  reason 
for  calling  upon  the  people  of  this  country  ta 
submit  to  );re«t  pecunianr  sacrifioea.  Ttw 
right  hon.  Baronet  was  therefim  bound  to 
nuke  out  some  peculiar  case,  and  reverting 
again  to  Affghanistan,  it  would  survly  not 
be  Bsid,  that  the  disaster  recently  anatniscd 
was  to  be  compared  with  tonia  of  thoM 
which  had  occurred  during  the  Amwicaa 
war.  It  was  an  obtervation  at  leail  as  old 
as  the  time  of  Solomon,  tbst  nten's  minds 
always  magnified  things  prteent,  wbetlier 
mournful  or  satis&ictory ;  and  it  applied  to 
what  ■oopportnnely,  as  far  only  as  rcnrded 
the  impositiou  of  the  Income-tax,  had  hap« 
peued  in  India.  He  begged  the  House  t« 
compare  the  financial  stale  of  India  during 
the  triumphant  admiaislration  of  Lora 
Wei lesley,  with  its  preaeat  condition.  In 
1797  thedebtof  India  at  home  and  nbroad 
was  17,059,192/. ;  and  in  1803,  at  tbednae 
of  Lord  Wellesley'a  goverament,  it  had 
riaen  to  31,638,837^  In  1S0&-6  (as  the 
Indian  financial  year  did  not  tominatounUI 
April),  the  charges  alone,  wttliaut  recfaming 
the  interest  of  the  debt  and  the  sup^ea  to 
Malacca,  the  Mnaritins,  dec,  exoeeoed  the 
revenue  by  the  sum  of  167,000f.  Let  the 
House  compare  nlao  the  iMo  of  the  in. 
tereet  of  money  as  paid  by  the  Indian  g*> 
vemment  for  ita  loans,  in  the  time  of  Lotll 
Welleaky,  and  at  the  praent  moment. 
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At  tfcst  period  the  reTCDue  of  India  wu 
l5,403,4O9L,  so  that  the  debt  wta  a  little 
more  than  double  tlie  anoual  amount  of 
the  rereoue.  Now,  in  1839,  tbe  whole 
debt  wu  31,987,0002.,  only  a  few  huodred 
^<w^^"'''  more  thaa  it  had  been  at  the 
don  of  the  admioiatratioo  of  Lord  Welle*- 
ler.  It  waaoeedleaaforhim  todetail  to  the 
HouM  tbe  mode  in  which  the  debt  id  India 
IumI  been  kept  down ;  but  the  revenue 
hwd  increaaed  fnm  16,403,409/.  to  about 
30,000,000/.  As  to  the  {n-eaent  rate  of 
intenati  he  might  iafonn  the  House  that 
the  East  India  Company  had  at  this  roo- 
BMDt  m  loan  open.  It  was  nut  the  custom 
lor  tbem  to  niie  money  fi-oro  large  capi- 
talJBta)  but  to  pnpoee  a  loan  to  all  who 
were  willing  to  contribote  any  auma  at  a 
entain  rate  of  interest,  and  to  keep  it  open 
as  Img  as  money  was  wanted.  The  loan 
now  i^en  was  oofjr  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent., 
ud  6  per  cent,  in  India  was  not  so  high 
aa  3  per  cent,  in  thie  country.  Thus,  at 
tbo  very  moment  when  tbe  state  of  affurs 
io  India  was  made  the  pretence  for  an  In- 
Gom»-taZi  tbe  Company  was  obtidning 
money  at  a  nte  of  interert  equal  only  to 
S  per  cent.  How  bigb,  too,  tbe  character 
flf  the  ladiB  Company  stood  at  this  mo- 
meat,  might  be  judged  from  anotber  fact. 
There  wue  but  two  banks  in  Calcutta,  tlie 
fauk  of  BoBgal  and  tbe  Union  bonk. 
Whilst  the  first  was  discounting  tbe  best 
prints  Mils,  having  only  tbiee  nMmtbs  to 
ran,  at  8  per  oent.t  and  tbe  latter  at  0  per 
ccnb,  tbe  Company  waa  ^le  to  raise 
money  at  S  per  cent.  Did  this  hct  show 
timl  it  was  aattssMj  to  impoeean  Income- 
lax  ia  conasquence  of  tbe  deficient  finsnoes 
•f  India  t  Another  circumstaQoe  deKTved 
tamark.  In  tbe  time  of  Lwd  Wellesley 
the  pay  of  the  army,  the  Sepoys,  and  the 
dril  servants,  was  often  six,  nine,  and 
evan  twelve  nsmitfas  in  arrear,  wfaeteaa  at 
the  jjraaant  mommt  he  would  stake  bis 
eradu  that  tbcfe  was  not  a  single  semnt 
who  WW  not  paid  aoath  b^  month  as  bis 
salary  became  dne.  Yet  thu  m  the  time 
when  the  fiaaodal  lUte  of  oor  Indian 
empin  was  to  be  laid  as  a  ground  for  im- 
pamg  the  hearr  bnrdcn  of  the  Income-tax 
Span  tix  ahaolden  of  the  already  beevily 
leaded  people  of  Great  Britain.  The  pre- 
aeot  condition  of  the  revenue  of  India  was 

EBeriy  fionririilDg ;  and  upon  this  sub- 
he  had  received  by  tbe  last  mail  two 
rs,  one  from  the  secretary  of  tbe  Oo- 
Tesaneat,  and  the  other  from  a  member  of 
the  icrcnae  board.  In  both  lettoa  be  was 
teU  tbtt  tha  laveniwi  of  the  lown  pio- 
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vince  of  Bengal  and  Bebar,  the  tiearary 
and  tbe  granary  of  India,  were  now  in 
a  more  louriabing  state  than  they  ever 
were;  and  in  the  last  letter  be  was  told 
that  the  result  of  the  new  laws  for  tbe  sale 
of  land  was,  that  while  at  tbe  periodical 
sales  the  land  jobbers  bad  abundance  of 
money  to  purchase  estates,  tbey  had  not 
succeeded  in  a  single  instance,  tbe  revenue 
had  been  paid  up  with  auch  punctuality. 
He  bad  endeavoured  to  contrast  the  state 
of  things  in  India  at  the  time  of  Lord 
Welleiley's  administration  and  the  present 
moment,  so  far  as  the  financial  oonditioa 
and  revenues  of  the  country  were  con- 
cerned. He  would  now  say  a  few  words 
on  the  recent  most  disastrous  loss  of  life 
and  troops ;  and  he  thou^t  that  he  could 
find  instances  in  our  Indun  biator^  where 
there  was  a  parallel  to  those  disasters, 
which  were  encountered  without  calling 
for  the  intervention  of  this  ooontry.  He 
alluded  to  tbe  Burmese  war  —  a  war, 
by  the  by,  which  imposed  a  debt  of 
13,000,000/.  on  India.  It  was  true  that 
the  loBB  of  lifs  in  that  war  did  not  occur  so 
much  from  the  swoid  of  tbe  enemy,  as 
from  fever  and  from  sicineH  among  the 
troom.  Probably  the  individual  nifferinga 
of  the  troops  were  greater  then  than  now, 
but  that  was  a  matterof  very  Irtdeimpwt- 
anee  in  a  fiuaocial  point  of  view.  It  ap- 
peared from  the  papers  of  Majtfr  Tullocb, 
which  had  been  laid  before  Parliament 
some  years  since,  that  in  tlie 

"  General  lammary  of  the  tUngoon  and 
AiraciD  eipediliong,  contained  in  the  latest 
volumBs  of  the  Statiittc&l  Reports  of  sickness, 
iDDrtslily,  Slc,  among  her  Mijestj's  troops, 
pripted  by  order  of  Parliatnenl,  that,  '  in  the 
first  year  of  the  Burmese  war,  ninety-six  were 
killed  in  action,  oat  of  an  average  force  of 
3,T16  British  soldiers  serving  under  Sir  Ar- 
chibald Csmpbsll,  being  3}  per  cent.,  and 
I.S1A  died  by  disease  aad  other  causes,  being 
45  per  cent.'  He  added,  '  the  deaths  will  be 
found  to  have  nearly  equalled  the  number  of 
British  troops  ori);LnBlly  employed  in  this  ser- 
vice; and  out  for  the  leasonable  leinforce- 
ments  which  arrived,  the  whole  force  would 
have  been  anoibilatcd.'  Major  Tulloch  const- 
dared  it  as  proved  thai  the  native  troops  saP 
fered  from  disease  in  nearly  the  same  propoi' 
lion  as  the  Euioptans,  and  had  niore  lulled  in 

He  believed,  that  we  had  suffered  a  larger 
numerical  lose  of  men  in  the  two  years  of 
the  Burmese  war  than  we  had  in  tha 
Affghan  war  j  yet  we  had  never  heard  of  ta 
proposal  to  suppml:  that  war  W  impoeinsf 
nan  hardsDa  on  the  peopla  oi  £nglaii£ 
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He  begged  also  to  state  his  humble  opinion, 
that  India,  well  guverned  and  well  ma- 
naged, was  amply  able  i»  bear  all  her  o»r 
burdens.  He  did  not  mean  to  say,  thiit  if, 
by  information  possessed  by  the  rigbt  lion. 
Baronet,  or  by  the  papers  already  pro- 
duced, or  to  be  proouced  thereafter,  ii 
should  appear  that  the  Affgban  war  was 
begun  for  European  objects,  England 
ought  not  justly  to  bear  a  proportion  of 
the  expenses,  but  that  was  a  point  remain- 
ing to  be  inrestigated  j  it  might  be— it 
certainly  had  not  yet  been  proved,  and  he 
would  not  prejudge  that  question ;  but  it 
appeared  to  hinij  from  the  ambiguous 
manner  in  which  the  right  hoa.  Gentle- 
man intimated  the  way  in  which  be  meant 
to  gire  assistance  to  India,  that  be  would 
not  cause  an  actual  outlay  to  this  country. 
The  right  bon.  Gentleman  might  contem- 
plate what  he  thought  ought  to  hare  been 
done  long  ago,  without  reference  to  the 
present  disastrous  state  of  things,  or  to  any 
peculiar  prcumstaoces,  namely,  to  give  the 
guarantee  of  England  to  support  the  Indian 
rerenue.  That  was  a  mode  of  assisting 
India  which  did  not  call  for  any  sacriGce 
4rom  the  pockets  of  Eoglisbmen,  or  ren- 
der necessary  the  imposition  of  any  &esb 
taxes.  In  his  opinion,  such  assistance  as 
be  had  indicated  would  not  only  be  proper 
now,  but,  it  would  at  all  times  hare  been 
proper.  The  debt  of  India  was  now 
32,000,000/.,  the  interest  upon  which 
would  be  1,600,000/.,  for  the  loan  was  as 
an  interest  of  about  5  per  cent :  if  the 

Sarantee  of  England  were  giren  to  the 
lian  rerenue,  the  interest  might  be  re- 
duced to  4  per  cent.,  and  a  saving  of 
320,000/.  a  year  would  be  efiected,  a  sum 
nearly  equal  to  ^e  expenses  ot  Uie  whole 
addition  to  the  European  part  of  the 
army,  now  about  to  he  made.  At  the 
same  time  he  must  call  upon  the  House 
to  look  at  the  advantage  of  which  India 
was  to  this  country.  India  yearly  sent 
to  this  country  about  3,000,000/.  sterling, 
making  a  net  addition  to  the  spend- 
ing income  of  this  'country.  One  word 
as  to  the  force  which  it  was  under- 
aiood  was  about  to  be  sent  out  to  India, 
because  last  night  credit  was  taken  by 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Hotise  for  the  whole  expense  of  this  force, 
and  tbe  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  North 
Lancashire  (Lord  Stanley)  spoke  of  the 
expenses  of  the  Chinese  expedition  as  a 
burden  to  be  psid  out  of  Indian  revenue. 
It  was  true  that  the  primary  expenses 
were  to  be  paid  out  of  tbe  lodiui  nreooe. 


but  HS  India  was  making  great  remittances 
to  this  country,  it  was  the  same  tiling  to 
the  Indian  government,  if  it  made  tbe 
payments  in  India,  and  the  home  Go- 
vernment, provided  it  were  honest  and 
prompt  in  its  payments,  repaid  the  amount 
to  the  India-house  here.  Then  credit  was 
taken,  aa  new  burdens  incidental  to  the 
war  in  Affghanistan,  for  six  regiments, 
which  were  stated  to  be  going  out  to  India, 
Now,  if  he  were  not  very  much  misin- 
formed, two  of  these  regiments  were  in 
substitution  of  two  others  sent  to  China, 
therefore  the  Indian  revenue  would  have 
only  to  bear  the  expenses  of  four  out  of  tbe 
six  regiments,  and  one  of  these  was  in  sub- 
stitution for  the  unfortunate  regiment  that 
had  ceased  to  exist;  thus  there  were  but 
three  additional  regiments  to  be  provided 
for.  He  had  done  with  thatpartoftbesub* 
ject.  He  would  now  venture  furthur  to  oSee 
to  tbe  House  bis  general  opinion  as  to  the 
state  of  India,  and  the  demands  which  that 
country  was  likely  to  make  on  this.  He  did 
not  participate  in  the  great  alarm  which 
bad  been  expressed  relative  to  tbe  state  of 
our  Indian  possessions,  whether  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  or  by  tbe  rigbt 
hon.  Gentleman  tbe  Member  for  Edin- 
bu^h  (Mr.  Macaulay).  He  did  not  par- 
ticipate in  those  feelings  which  the  nriit 
hon.  Gentleman  had  expressed  yesterday 
aa  to  the  greatness  of  the  danger  to  be 
apprehended  from  the  Mahomedan  powers 
of  India  ;  be  thought  that  the  right  boo. 
Gentleman  had  much  ovep-stated  Uiat  dan- 
ger. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  forgot  that 
the  Mahomedan  powers  bad  lost  their 
ascendancy  in  India  before  we  asnmed 
the  reins  of  Government.  He  fmot  tbat 
the  Mabomedans  were  detested  fay  tbe 
Hindoos,  who  recollected  but  too  vividly 
the  crudties  and  tbe  oppreesioas  of  tbeir 
former  sway,  and  who  wmild,  Aerefoie, 
lend  their  aid  to  us  against  the  Ma- 
bomedans. The  noble  Lord  tbe  Member 
for  Lancashire  (Lord  Stanley)  bad  also 
said  that  our  empire  in  India  was  founded 
upon  the  prestige  of  opioion>  and  tbe 
right  bon.  Gentlemen  the  Member  for 
Tamworth  had  put  an  imaginary  case  as  a 
reason  fmr  raising  the  additional  revenue  | 
be  asked  what  we  were  to  do  "  if  our  na- 
tivearmy  proved  untrue."  He  put  tbe  bv- 
potbetical  cose  of  some  disafiection  in  toe 
ranks  of  the  nativearmy,  ["No,  no,"]  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  put  some  audi 
;  and,  aahe  did  not  think  that  therewaa 

Seat  danger  to  be  apprehended  from 
Ahomaun  power,  ao  be  did  Bot 
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think  tbat  our  empite  in  India  stood  only 
«n  the  prestige  oF  opioioD,  or  that  there 
wai  to  he  dreaded  a  disaffection  in  ibe 
natire  army.  He  believed  that  our  power 
in  India  Bt4Xid  upon  a  much  firmer  basis 
tfaoD  the  prettige  of  opinion.  It  was  an 
eupira  of  opinion,  no  doubt,  just  as  all 
moral  strength  was  derived  from  public 
o[Hnion — but  our  empire  in  India  was  not 
oaljr  supported  by  our  bayonets,  but  also 
from  the  circumstances  lemarlied  upon  by 
the  aa^  in  RasBeiaa,  who,  when  asked, 
"  why  the  European  was  stronger  than  the 
Asiatic,"  said  that  the  "  European  was 
■tronger  because  he  was  wiser ;  but  why  he 
was  wiser.  He  only  who  made  both  could 
tell."  He  believed  that  our  empire  in 
India  was  founded  on  otu  truthfulness,  on 
the  sense  entertained  of  our  justice,  and  on 
the  manner  in  which  we  had  maintained 
our  great  character  and  reputation;  for 
although  there  had  been  repeated  instances 
in  which  we  had  acted  with  guilt  and 
with  cmehy,  yet  our  general  conduct  had 
been  marked  with  truthfulness,  with  up- 
rightness, and  with  justice  and  good  bith. 
There  were  two  instances  which  he  could 
bring  forward  in  &vour  of  his  opinion,  that 
there  was  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  to 
our  Indian  possessions  from  the  rising  of  the 
Mahomedans,  or  from  the  dissection  of 
our  natire  troops.  With  regard,  first,  to 
the  Mahomedan  power.  In  1816  there 
was  a  revolt  in  the  chief  place  of  the  Ro- 
hilla  country,  peopled  by  some  of  the 
bnrest  men  in  India,  deriving  their  origin 
from  the  same  stock  as  the  Affghans.  An 
insult  had  been  offered  to  tfaem,  in  the 
petnoa  of  their  high  priest;  they  rose  in  a 
body  to  murder  the  assailants;  and  he 
mentioned  the  text  to  show  the  superiority 
in  discipline  of  the  native  troops  over  the 
Mahomedan  population — for  the  troops 
withstood  the  whole  population.  There 
were  only  three  companies  of  Sepoys  in  the 
place;  they  had  not  men  enough  to  form  a 
square,  they  could  only  form  a  triangle,  and 
even  then  they  were  obliged  to  press  in  some 
irregular  troops,  and  yet  they  were  suc- 
cessniL  The  population  of  the  Rohilla 
country  were  the  ^iUe  of  the  Mahomedan 
pcmukition,  and  if  they  had  so  signally 
tailed,  when  so  weakly  opposed,  why  should 
we  dread  ihem  now  ?  Again,  in  1819,  in 
Benares,  a  disturbance  broke  out  between 
the  Habomedans  and  the  Hindoos,  and  it 
was  abnlutely  necessary  to  call  out  a  native 
regiment  to  prevent  the  Mahomedan  in- 
luhitanttt  of  Me  great  dty  of  Benares  from 
bsiBg   torn   to  pieces  by  lbs   Hindoos* 
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When  troops  vere  called  out,  to  prevent  the 
Hindoos  from  destroying  the  Mahome- 
dans, the  Brahmins  threw  themselves  be- 
fore the  muskets  of  the  Hindoo  Sepajt^ 
to  prevent  them  from  firing  upon  the 
Hindoo  mob;  but  nevertheless  the  tnopa 
at  the  command  of  those  officers  did  fire. 
There  might  be  circumstances  within  the 
knowledge  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  end 
not  as  yet  before  the  House,  which  might 
justify  the  raising  of  a  sum  of  money  by 
the  hateful  means  of  an  Income-tax,  for 
relieving  the  wants  of  our  Indian  empire  ; 
but  these  circumstances  were  not  before 
the  House,  and  till  they  were  he,  for  one, 
would  not  consent  to  this  tax. 

Mr,  G.  H.  femon  said,  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Guildford  had  administered 
some  consolation  to  him  by  the  statement 
he  had  made  of  the  flourishing  state  of 
the  finances  of  India,  but  he  thought, 
the  measures  of  the  Government  were 
quite  independent  of  what  might  be  the 
financial  prospects  of  India  for  the  next 
year.  It  was  the  duty  of  a  wise  and 
prudent  sUtesman  to  grapple  with  what- 
ever difficulties  presented  ttiemselves  pros- 
pectively, instead  of  resorting  to  any 
temporary  expedients  to  meet  them  — 
and  the  right  hon.  Baronet  deserved  the 
thanks  of  the  country  for  the  promptitude 
with  which  he  had  acted  when  seeing  a 
cloud,  perhaps  no  bigger  than  a  man's 
hand  in  the  horizon,  he  hnd  taken  vigorous 
measures  to  meet  the  difficulty,  instead  of 
temporising  and  producing  greater  evils 
hereafter.  The  stutement  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  oppotite,  as  regarded  Indian 
finances,  had  only  come  down  to  1839  ; 
and  be  feared,  that  that  could  be  of  aa 
little  avail  in  determining  the  present 
prospects  of  that  country,  as  if  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  taken  the  financial  aSsirs 
of  England  in  the  sameyear  as  the  basis  of 
his  financial  measures.  He  felt,  however, 
the  greater  readiness  in  supporting  the 
proposition  of  an  Income-tax  after  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Guild- 
ford,  because  the  flourishing  state  of  the 
finances  of  India  would  be  a  guarantee 
that  it  would  not  be  continued  for  more 
than  three  or  five  years.  The  moat  alarm- 
ing groond  for  oppoabg  this  tax  was,  that 
if  they  once  let  in  the  wedge  and  admitted 
the  principle,  it  would  become  a  perpetual 
tax;  ifthe  permanent  expenditure  were  to 
be  increasea  in  proportion  to  the  amount 
levied  by  the  tax,  it  might  be  objection- 
able ;  but  the  best  way  to  prevent  snch  an 
expenditore  waa  to  grant  a  tax  to  Uit  for 
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a  ibact  time.  The  Uz  could  not  have  toy 
nference  to  the  tJhin  of  Indim,  l»r  when, 
at  the  oonneDceaent  vi  the  SetetoD,  the 
ri^t  hoD.  OeDtleniHB  aaid,  that  be  wa« 
itadj'  with  the  budget,  it  wu  very  evident 
that  the  Gomnaient  had  made  op  their 
miade  to  tDtnduoe  aooie  Tigvona  meamree. 
He  would  not  then  enter  into  a  dJacmnoo 
of  the  policy  of  the  war  in  A^^wniataii,  or 
of  the  fcraigD  policy  of  thiacoaiilvjrdiiriBg 
the  laat  few  yean,  Airther  than  to  fe»art 
that  ho  viewed  the  exteneiaii  of  onr  Indian 
poaNMiona  with  the  gnataat  horror  and 
dtetniBt.  The  Bmao-phobia  which  the 
noble  Lord,  the  Member  for  Tiverton 
(Viscount  Palmenton)  had  erinoed  in  tlie 
docnmoata  Hiboiitted  to  Parlianent,  a 
feeling  too  much  partaken  of  by  ban. 
Members  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  had 
led  to  the  war  in  Afi^ianistan.  It  arose 
from  a  mistaken  view  m  Russian  influence, 
and  instead  of  lesseninff  that  influeDce, 
every  step  in  tbe  war  bad  led  to  the  aboli- 
tion of  tbat  barrier  which  tbe  wilds  of 
Affighan  would  have  Itept  between  Rissia 
aniToui  Indian  poeoowions.  It  bad  been 
stated  to  him  by  able  Russian  diplomatists 
and  officers,  tbat  if  we  [woduced  by  our 
interfereoce  an  impression  at  Herat  and 
in  Affgbanistani  it  was  abeolutely  necse- 
■ary  fw  Rusaia  to  undertake  the  expedi- 
tion to  Chiva,  far  tbe  Indian  tribes  were 
moved  by  a  kind  of  freemasonry,  and  if 
any  Eanqvean  power  seemed  to  receive 
a  cbedc,  it  would  be  &tal  to  its  infiueooe. 
Then  the  late  Ministry  had  left  China 
as  an  ez|ienave  l^acy  to  their  sacceseon ; 
the  poutioo  of  America  also  rendered  ne> 
csssary  the  pieaervation  of  a  large  force  «> 
tbe  borders  <rf  Canada.  Hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  did  not  pretend  tbat  we 
could  spare  a  single  ship  from  oar  fleets 
watching  the  seas,  or  that  we  could  reduce 
tbeanny.  It  had  been  thought  necessary, 
in  tbe  Oriental  question,  to  bully  Eon^, 
it  was  deemed  proper  to  attat^  Asia,  a 
violent  conqoest  of  Cfaiaa  was  determined 
upon,  Africa  was  to  be  dviliaed ;  it  was 
nid  to  be  neceseaty  to  colraise  Australia; 
and  if  right  hoo.  Gentlemen  opposite 
did  all  thcee  things,  we  must  incur  neavy 
Ulls,  and  when  those  bills  were  bronght 
in  fer  payment,  they  must  not  rtfuse  to 
honour  them,  or  to  provide  tbe  means  of 
payinent,  Tbt  right  hoo.  Oentleraen 
oppoute  then  tendend  a  budget,  which 
Ibey  sdd  would  m  some  wsy,  and  then 
said  that  they  )^  to  otlierB  to  find  oat 
Mine  means  <^  making  up  tbe  deficiency. 
It  WM  dear.  tbRt  tlii  eSect  of  tlM  budtet 


of  tbe  late  Government  had  been  overrated, 
(or  if  com  had  been  at  tbe  price  it  now  held, 
there  would  hare  been  received  under  an 
St.  duty  little  more  than  the  year  before, 
neither  would  the  Migar  duties  have  io- 
cressed  the  revenue  thu  year.  There  would 
have  been  a  deficiency,  and  they  would  have 
had  no  means  of  improving  the  commercial 
tariff,  and  ameliorating  tlie  eonditioa  of 
tbe  nanuftctarinc  eommunitisa  at  Man- 
chester and  sleewncrs,  who  ware  looking 
forward  with  aoch  aangoine  km  to  the 
result  of  the  dange  now  pmpoaea.  Ibi^ 
proved,  tberafore,  ot  tbe  propoeed  means  of 
meeting  tbe  defioeocy.  Tbsqnestiaa  was 
not  whether  taxatioa  was  good  in  the  ai^ 
street.  It  was  easy  to  tpuk  against  the 
InooBoe-tax,  bot  it  was  a  vwy  Ihanklmi 
oflSoe  to  speak  in  fovonr  ef  any  mode  of 
taxation.  As  the  boo.  Member  for  BoltM 
said  the  other  nigfat,  two  millions  of  taxa- 
tion raised  in  one  w^,  was  not  the  saaso 
a*  two  millioQa  raiasd  in  anotlier,  and  be 
thought,  that  they  might  take  diree  mil- 
lions  by  an  income-tax  with  u  little  iDiair 
to  the  community  at  large,  as  they  coold 
take  two  mUliooi  from  artiden  of  COn> 
sumption,  I  took  tbe  same  view,  eb- 
serred  the  hon.  Gentleman,  in  the  year 
1816 ;  it  was  a  view  which  was  periiictly 
disintereeted,  for  I  had  then  only  one 
constituent,  and  that  constituent  was  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle.  Tbe  Duke  of  New- 
castle, after  deeply  oonridering  the  sub- 
ject, came  to  the  determination  to  resist 
the  renewal  of  the  Incom^tax.  His 
Grace  oommunicated  to  me  his  foelings 
and  «i«hei  npon  tbe  subject.  ["Hear, 
heaT.n  Aye,  1  wish  yon  would  hear,  and 
you  sEwll  bear  every  word  ot  it.  I  had 
considered  thb  to  be  a  most  usefnt  tax ;  I 
told  him  that  I  disagreed  with  hisopinion, 
and  that  if  there  waa  any  difficulty  a*  to 
my  vote,  I  would  gtadly  accept  the  Chiltem 
Hundreds.    He  stated, 

"I  have  nid  the  tame  thing  with  all  my 
Hembeif,  bat  yon  need  bare  do  icntplei  about 
tbe  matter,  for  I  find  that  half  mj  Members 
will  vote  for  it,  and  half  agaioit  it." 

I  am  at  the  present  moment  in  a  dlF> 
ferentbut  an  equally  independent  poeitiou, 
for  I  now  repieeent  aconetitnency  of  3,000 
voters,  and  they  will  exerctso  the  sane 
generosity  as  that  noble  Duke  In  desiring 
me  to  express  my  independent  conviction. 
It  was  itnpossible  for  him,  tbe  hon.  He** 
her  continued,  to  deny  that  thoe  was  in* 

anality  and  nnfoimees  in  this  tax,  with 
the  advantages  which  belonged  to  it 
bat  tbe  eaina  objection  nay  be    "  ~ 
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some  luigUBge  from  the  right  hw.  BanHMt, 
which  KppMrs  to  toe  to  be  peculiar);  oroi- 
noiu  as  to  the  duration  of  this  tax.  When 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  fint  propoaed  this 
tax  he  spoke  of  it  aa  one  which  waa  to  be 
impowd  tor  three  years  euly,  limrely  hint- 
at  the  remote  and  improbable  pcMi- 


•gaiDit  all  taxes  on  consumpUoD,  aod 
agaiaat  all  rates  aa  oecupaUon,  which  oui 
Bercr  be  adjuated  to  the  ultimate  ability  of 
tba  party  on  whom  they  are  leried,  but 
have  relation  only  to  his  immediate  wants 
ami  neaos.  The  protection  afforded  to 
t^  subject  6v  the  time  being,  is  the  foun- 
dation of  tiie  claim  of  the  Government  or 
the  munidpal  authority,  to  receire  an 
equal  propm'tion  from  eadi  of  his  income 
tv  the  tuns  being,  the  benefit  and  the 
change  are  thus  oon^tiTc,  the  question 
was,  wfaeUier  a  sum  equivalent  to  the  de- 
ceit, mold  be  raised  from  anr  other  mode 

Ted 

better  tax  could  be  adopted,  considertng 
the  positkn  of  tiie  finanosa  of  the  country. 
It  apfwaied  to  him.  that  the  coune  re- 
serted  *a,  for  the  purpose  of  obstructing 
the  mouurei  was  not  a  very  jost  <x  fair 
nrocsadiiig,  when  he  reoollected  the  appro- 
nliofi  sxproMd  on  the  benches  opposite, 
when  tbe  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
opened  the  measure.  On  that  occasion,  he 
fut  proad  of  being  led  by  so  able  a  statea- 
nan,  ha  felt  {»oud  of  his  country,  while  it 
axhibitad  •  noble  spectacle,  which  had 
been  sdmired  bjr  foreign  nations  for  its 
oUirion  id  party  feeling,  when  the  honour 
and  bterest  of  Great  Britain  had  been  fett 
to  be  involved  in  meeting  with  vigour  and 
pcobi^  financial  difficulties,  but  he  congra^ 
Uilatea  the  House  upon  the  probability  Ot 
its  bilnre ;  and  when  the  time  for  tbe  diri- 
sion  arrived,  be  liiould  moat  amsdantioosly 
give  his  vote  in  bvour  of  tbe  measuie  at 
the  ri^t  hon.  Baronet.  Beftwe  be  sat 
down,  he  would  say  one  word  in  reference 
toadetailofthis  measure,  which  be  thought 
g  of  consideration.  He  all  udea  to 
■  wbidi  had  been  already  intro* 
duced,  to  a  great  extent,  into  our  rules  of 
fiscal  Govenment,  by  whidi  affirmations 
or  dedantioaa  were  subetituted  fer  oath*. 
This  was  a  sobjecti  he  thought,  well  d^ 
serving  the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, asd  he  ahould  leave  it  in  his  bands. 
Mr.  C.  BmUtr:  I  am  fer  too  much  ob> 
Uged  to  thn  House  for  the  very  long  time 
forwbidi  it  allowed  me  to  eccBpy  its  atten. 
tioB  OB  the  iutiject  of  the  Income-tax  tbe 
otlwr  ni^t,  to  think  of  tnnUing  it  by 
nqwatiiig  any  of  tbe  obKrvmtMns  whicfa  1 
than  msioe,  witli  reelect  to  tbe  tax  itaelf. 
I  win  only  beg  feare  to  TeaaA,  that  by  all 
dut  has  oecnmd  aiaat  that  emuig,  wose 
ooBvictiom  whidi  I  then  expressed  have 
been  breed  upon  Mowitk  greater  strength 
thaa  I  felt  bsfim.    First,  wa  ban  bad 


bility  of  its  being  ooiitinued  for  a  longer 
time-  A  few  nigiits  afterwards,  the  right 
hon.  Barmiet  appeared  peculiarly  carefn) 
not  to  limit  the  tax  to  a  duration  of  three 
years.  On  a  subsequent  occssion,  be 
spoke  of  five  years;  hut  what  alarmed  me 
still  more  wag,  tlut  he  would  not  assure 
the  House  that  it  should  be  taken  off  eren 
at  the  end  of  five  years,  but  said,  that  it 
would  then  be  taken  into  the  canndenlion 
of  the  Government,  and  that,  accflsdJng  as 
public  feeling,  and  the  feeling  of  tbe  Mi- 
nistry might  be,  the  Government  would 
consider  whether  a  continued  revenue 
from  such  a  tax  waa  requisite.  I  must  ssr, 
in  spite  of  all  that  has  been  said,  of  tie 
great  sstisbction  with  which  this  tax  ban 
been  received,  that  I  bare  seen  such  indi- 
cations of  public  feeling  against  it,  that  I 
em  sure,  that  when  it  conies  into  opentmn, 
and  the  people  feel  its  pressure,  you  will 
have  a  constant  agitation  going  on  sgunat 
it— an  agitation  which  will  be  continncd 
until  it  IS  successful  in  its  eSiwt  to  procnie 
the  abandtHiment  of  this  impost.  Then- 
fore  it  is,  that  I  see  this  step  taken  witb 
alarm,  because,  instead  of  giving  stability 
to  the  finances  of  ihe  country,  it  will  only 
have  the  eSect  of  placing  a  large  portion 
of  the  revenue  of  the  country  on  a  very 
insecure  ground.  And  hence  besides  tbe 
miscliief,  of  producing  a  general  appre- 
hension for  the  isedit  of  the  country,  it 
really  will  expose  it  to  some  peril.  I  am 
indeed,  loth  to  enter  into  a  discussion 
of  the  argnments  which  have  been  brought 
forward  on  this  subject,  because  in  doing 
so  1  should  have  to  enter  upon  a  wide 
field  of  recriminatory  obaervations,  whidi 
appear  to  me  to  be  irrelerant  to  the  ques- 
tion at  issue.  For  not  only  do  I  not  mncb 
idiBb,  hot  I  really  can  not  sen  the  logical 
bearing  of  all  thiMe  tecriniinalory  argii' 
ments  which  have  been  ui^ed.  litis  is 
in  some  degree  Ihe  feriiion  of  tbetn.  W« 
say  that  tliia  tax  is  an  unequal  tax. 
"  Ah  1  but,"  say  h<n.  OentleaMB  oppo* 
site,  "did  vna  not  give  us  the  war  in  Ait, 
ghainietan  i '  We  say  it  is  inquisitorU. 
"  How  can  yon  tiiiak  so,"  mj  tfaey,  *~ 

But,"  say  bon.  Gentl»> 
nn  oj^ontf^  "yon  d^rcd  m  of  tbt  . 


^  reanetnber  China }"    Wa  say,  that  it 
w  unnecessary.    "  But,"  say  bon.  Gentl»> 
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KTOUue   derived  from    the    Post-office. 
[Cheert.]     And  that  cheer    of  the   hon. 


GeDtlemeD  on  tb«  other  side  of  the  House 
remindsmei  that  whenever  these  arguments 
are  adranced,  however* irrelerant  and  ab- 
surd they  may  be,  Gentlemen  on  the  op- 
posite benches  are  ever  ready  to  cheer, 
provided  they  be  sufficiently  personal, 
without  the  slightest  cansidention  of  their 
utter  inapplicability.  But  suppoee— what 
indeed  it  is  impossihle  to  suppose — that  you 
should  happen  to  be  right — that  there 
should  be  some  aense  in  what  you  say — I 
DKBD,  of  course,  suppoae  that  your  re- 
proaches should  be  valid,  how  could  they 
bear  out  your  inference  that  I  ought  in 
consequence  to  support  the  lacome-taz  ? 
Suppose  you  made  out  to  me,  that  I 
plalxd  the  country  in  its  present  posilioD 
—that  I  took  away  its  revenues,  and  in- 
creased its  expenditure,  does  it  follow  from 
that,  as  a  Itwical  result,  tbst  therefore  I 
should  vote  in  favour  of  a  proposition  for 


t  my  opinion,  increase  the 
cril  i  T&at  is  an  argument  which  can 
sarel?  hare  no  force ;  but  1  am  sorry  to 
say  ibat  a  great  deal  more  weight  is  st* 
tacfaed  to  party  hits  than  to  solid  argument. 
Andaflerall,  supposing  that  there  is  in  all 
these  arguments  of  recrimination  anything 
to  which  anv  attention  is  due — are  they 
arguments  which  hon.  Gentlemen  oppoiite 
ban  such  a  particular  right  to  emplo;  ? 
Do  they  not  nit  them  sometimes  aa  well 
as  us  f  They  tell  us  that  all  the  increase 
of  expenditure  is  owing  to  us.  They  are 
particularly  food  of  referring  to  the  Chi- 
iMse  war.  We  had  a  long  debate  in 
this  House  two  years  ago  upon  this 
satgect,  and  the  position  toes  taken  by 
those  who  defended  the  policy  of  the  then 
Goremment  was  never  refuted.  We 
nid  that  this  dispute  was  attiibiitable  to 
the  policy  of  the  Government  and  of  this 
House  Dine  yeois  ago,  when,  in  spite  of 
■11  practical  authority  on  this  subject,  the 
China  trade  was  t^ned,  and  some  colliuon 
was  rendered  absolutely  ineTitable.  Of 
that  policy  the  House  approved ;  and  some 
Gentlemen  opposite,  were  actually  parties 
to  iL  You  then  are  as  much  charg^le 
with  the  war  in  China  as  we  are.  Then 
the  expenses  incurred  in  Canada  were  re- 
ferred to.  Upon  this  subject  every  bodv 
nnst  know  that  this  is  a  reproach  whicn 
I  might  urge  against  the  kte  Government, 
because  I  voted  agunst  almost  every  one 
«f  the  measures  prtipoaod  by  that  Govem- 
BK&t  in  which  tfa«  duordenof  CuwiU,  and 
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quent  cipense  of  repressing  them 


origicated.  But  how  does  the  case  sund 
with  reference  to  those  who  bring  forward 
this  argument?  What  part  of  tbe  Cana- 
dian polic/of  the  late  Government  was  there 
of  which  they  did  not  approve  i  Unpopu- 
lar and  odious  as  those  measures  were 
to  the  people  of  Canada,  what  measure 
of  violence  was  there  which  they  did 
not  back  up  ?  And  let  me  remind  yoa 
that  it  was  the  language  of  one  of  the 
despatches  of  the  noble  Lord  the  present 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  that  maiulv  con- 
tributed to  the  result  which  was  produced, 
by  the  oSence  which  the  people  of  Canada 
took  at  it.  A  bcetious  county  Member — 
a  county  Member,  at  least,  who  was  Aice- 
tioiu  after  the  manner  of  county  Members, 
told  ns,  that  one  of  tbe  legacies  which  the 
late  ministry  left  to  their  successors  was 
that  of  tbe  disputed  boundary  in  America. 
1  should  have  thought  that  that  gentle- 
man's inrormation,  or,  at  all  evrats,  his 
respect^e  age,  would  have  enabled  him 
to  icnow  upon  what  horse  to  place  the 
saddle  of  this  question.  Allow  me  to  intro- 
duce him  to  the  right  boa.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer;  allow  me  to 
present  to  him  the  distinguished  negociator 
of  the  treaty  of  Ghent— the  gentleman 
to  whose  industr;^  and  energy  it  is,  that 
after  a  long-continued  negotiation  with 
America,  we  did  succeed  in  securinga  right 
of  passage  for  British  vessels  through  an 
impassable  branch  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 
This  is  the  gentleman  in  whose  adoptiou 
of  the  dubious  words  of  tbe  treaty,  thia 
dispute  bad  its  origin.  Itwaa  to  that  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  the  care  of  settling 
this  dispute  was  committed;  it  was  he  who 
might,  in  the  year  1816,  before  the 
territory  was  of  value  to  any  one,  have 
settled  the  dispute  eauly ;  it  was  his 
carelessness  or  mistake  which  entailed 
upon  his  successors  the  difficulty  of  a 
negotiation,  to  which  I  confess  I  can 
hardly  see  any  satishctory  result.  The 
only  chance  of  such  a  result  proceed*,  in 
my  opinion,  I  am  bound  to  say,  from  my 
high  opinion  of  the  noble  Lord,  who  is 
now  entrusted  with  the  negotiation  of  this 
question, and  who,  I  believe,  will  ifany  man 
can  so  conduct  the  nwdation  upon  that, 
and  the  other  more  difficult  questions  pend- 
ing wit  h  tbe  United  States,  as  to  bring  about 
the  best  results.  The  hon.  Genileman 
proceeded  to  say,  that  they  were  then  told 
that  if  any  bad  blood  existed  between  this 
country  and  Fiance,  it  wu  attributable,  aa 
tha  bon.  Afecaber  for  Bolton  bid  ni^Mted, 
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to  the  Syrian  etpeditioa  to  which  we 
made  ouraelveB  partiep.  But  the  hon. 
Heinber  for  Bolton  was  conaistent:  he 
bad  from  the  firat  diaapprored  of  the  policy 
which  had  sugg:eated  that  step.  But  had 
hoD,  Gentlemen  opposite  alao  disapproved 
ofit?  It  was  palpable  to  the  world,  that 
they  had  participated  in  it — the  noble  Lord 
the  present  Secretary  for  Foreign  AEbira, 
(baving,  as  is  well  Icoown  to  all  persons 
coarersaat  with  what  then  passed)  one- 
quirocallr  approved  of  the  treaty  of  the 
16th  of  July.  Then  came  the  question  of 
the  Affghan  war,  in  reference  to  which 
oertaio  predictions  of  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington were  adverted  to,  and  the  noble 
hmei  (Lord  Stanley)  hnd  reminded  the 
Bouse  that  his  Grace  had  then  uttered 
oracles  like  Cassandra's,  warning  an  inat. 
teDtivecountry  that  its  success  wuald  lead 
it  into  danger.  But  faon.  Gentlemen  op- 
puNte  had  no  more  heeded  that  warn- 
ing llian  those  on  his  own  side.  They 
had,  indeed,  given  notice  of  a  motioo  for 
an  inquiry  into  the  matter,  but  startled 
perhapB  by  the  nevs  of  the  first  successes 
of  our  arms,  they  withdrew  that  notice — 
they  abandoned  their  attack,  and,  by  a  si- 
lence more  significant  than  language,  gave 
tfaeirapprovaTof  a  policy  which  thejr  durst 
not  condemn.  If  gentlemen  opposite  dis- 
approved of  our  policy  with  respect  to 
these  regions,  why  had  they  not  pursued 
another  coursed  For  if  tney  had  then 
entertained  the  opinions  they  now  ex- 
pressed, they  would  have  made  similar 
Gomphiinta  against  our  policy  in  Affghan- 
istan  to  those  which  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber fbr  Dorchester  (Sir  J.  Graham)  had 
not  Bcnipled  to  make  agaiast  another  por- 
tion of  our  foreign  policy  in  his  China  mo. 
tion.  In  their  anxiety,  however,  to  get 
credit  fbr  Imowiog  what  ought  to  have  been 
done  on  any  particular  occasion,  they 
always  manifested  a  singular  forgetfulness 
of  what  course  they  had  actually  taken  at 
the  time.  They  could  not,  he  thought,  ex- 
pect to  get  much  credit  for  a  foresight  which 
as  he  had  once  before  remembered,  never 
displayed  itself  until  the  result  was  actually 
known;  hut  they  must  he  content  to  he 
classed  among  those  reasoners,  of  whom 
erents  are  said  to  be  the  only  masters.  In 
the  same  way  he  would  now  proceed  to  ask 
with  wha\  hce  could  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite urjie  the  charge  of  extraordinary 
and  unnecessary  expenditure  which  had 
been  brought  against  the  late  Government. 
He  would  asic  on  which  or  in  how  many  of 
the  several  rotes  proposed  by  the  late  Go- 


vernment did  Gentlemen  opposite  support 
a  reduction  t  He  confessea  he  could  not 
recollect  more  than  two  or  three  at  the  vety 
utmost  There  was  one  rote  about  the  in- 
come proposeil  to  he  given  to  Prince  Al- 
bert by  wnich  Gentlemen  by  their  conduct 
saved  the  country  20,0001.  a  year;  and 
the  other  occasion  which  he  recollected 
was  the  attempt  to  cut  ilown  the  scanty 
grant  to  Maynnoth  College.  These  were 
the  only  votes  which  he  recollected  that 
they  had  ever  given  on  the  side  of  economy. 
On  all  other  occasions  what  happened? 
Why,  when  tlie  army  estimates  were  be- 
fore the  House,  the  military  Gentlemen 
opposite  cried  out  against  the  injustice 
done  to  the  army,  and  said,  that  there  were 
not  sufficient  men  kept  up  to  retain  ajid 
defend  our  puisessions  in  case  of  attack, 
and  that  the  British  army  would  be  de- 
stroyed in  case  of  a  sudden  war,  in  conse- 
Sueoce  of  the  miserable  system  of  economy 
lat  had  been  adopted.  Again,  when  the 
navy  estimates  were  under  coniiideration, 
heheard  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  who  were 
officers  in  that  branch  of  the  service  com- 
plain of  the  inefficiency  of  the  nary,  and  ex- 
claim  against  the  economy  which  led  to  its 
decay.  He  did  not  recollect  a  single  instance 
of  Gentlemen  opposite  connected  with 
either  branch  of  tae  service  coming  down 
and  comphuDiD);  of  the  large  amount  of 
the  votes  to  the  army  or  navy,  and  calling 
for  economy.  Some  hon.  Gentlemen  had 
also  complained  of  the  great  reduction  in 
taxation  which  had  teen  made  within 
those  few  years.  No  doubt  there  were 
somewhat  too  many  taxes  taken  off  soon 
after  the  Reform  Bill  came  intoeSect ;  hut 
Gentlemen  opposite  must  be  aware  that  the 
Government  and  the  House  were  induced 
to  give  up  much  in  ibis  respect,  chiefly 
owing  to  the  pressure  of  public  opinion. 
This  was  particularly  ohBervable  in  the  case 
of  the  house  tax.  He  would  ask,  however, 
whether  the  aoble  Lord  the  Secretary  fbr 
the  Colonies,  and  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Secretary  for  the  Home  Department, 
were  not  members  of  the  Cabinet  which 
took  off  the  faouK-tax.  Tliev  were  at 
much  parties  as  any  members  or  Lord  Mel. 
bourne's  Government  to  taking  off  thia 
tax,  which  pioduced  1,500,000/.  a-year 
Did  the  right  hon.  Member  fbr  Tamwnrth 
ever  object  to  the  remission  of  this  tax  at 
the  time,  or  did  he  say,  that  if  the  House 
took  off  the  house-tax,  that  it  must  lay  on 
u  property-tax?  The  right  hon.  Gentle 
man  was  fully  aware,  that  on  that  occasion 
the  House  and  the  Gortmmeqt  bowed  to   ; 
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Um  inwiittbki  Una  of  paUtc  opinion,  anil 
Iw  mnained  dlent.  Some  boq,  Geotle- 
BU  alw  hkd  widi  Alt  thftjedwtiMi  with 
raqtect  to  pottag*  wh  a  nutter  of  grut 
hlam«  to  tD«  lata  Hiniatera,  But  bow 
tad  bf  whom  ha  would  aaV  were  the  Ui> 
niatera  lupported  in  the  cbangs  in  the 
Poat'Offioe  i  Their  usual  majority,  gena- 
rally  of  about  twenty,  awellein  upon  that 
ncoaiion  to  100;  and  many  Oentlemen 
wbft  were  ainaD|Bt  the  raoks  opposite  roted 
with  them,  and  amongat  othera  who  did 
•0  waa  the  noble  Lord,  the  praaent  Poal- 
maater-General,  a  Jdamher  ot  the  Cabiaet. 
r"No."]  He  wiibed  then  that  he  were, 
out  at  any  nte  he  waa  a  Member  of  the 
Gorammaot  ButthiawaaaMriuuichnr^ 
uaiuat  the  late  Gorarnineot;  iftbeaetaua 
would  not  ban  been  taken  off  at  all,  and 
Goold  have  been  kept  on,  why  do  you 
oot,  when  you  cooiplain  of  the  denclency 
of  the  rereaue,  put  them  on  again?  If 
jou,  with  you?  majority,  entertain  the 
(qnniona  which  you  expreta,  and  if  you  re- 
pmtch  ua  with  the  reduction  of  lIuMo 
laxM,  why  uot  put  on  Ibeae  tana  again, 
^ioh  you  aay  should  serer  bare  been 
ti^on  mt  You  do  not  durge  the  lata 
CovonuDHt  with  having,  by  unwUe  fiun- 
dal  and  oooHBarcial  policy,  orfeytha  node 
in  iriiitdt  thay  admioistowd  otfcaa,  so  in< 
pereriibad  tM  country,  as  to  ban  made  it 
iMapaUa^payingtaua.  You  do  not  charge 
tlwin  with  hanng  entailed  audi  Joaiea  and 
dinrtera  on  tha  oouotiy  aa  wen  oaloulatad 
to  ruin  it,  bat  you  merely  aay,  that  tbey 
Iwni  takoB  off  oartaio  taxes  improperly, 
whieh  you  caanot  sunmou  up  courage  to 
put  00  again.  Thera  waa  awthar  t^ 
vhlcb  baa  been  taken  up  in  tbt  ooima  ot 
tiM  dabau.  the  tone  of  which  bo  ooiitd  not 
avSciently  condemn,  aenliig  as  {t  did  from 
Mtmhars  of  ibe  Goramasoat.  Ho  nvnt 
NODllaetad  an  intaaea  befian  of  nch 
deliberate  and  repeated  atiempta  being 
made  fnm  such  a  quwter  i«  depMciate 
tho  naowoaa  and  oooditiou  of  the  rouor 
try,  A  gnat  deal  bad  been  lud  with 
PBMa^t  to  the  diaaaten  in  AfTgfaaDiataa, 
■BU  be  mutt  add,  a  grant  deal  mora  than 
ought  to  hare  been  said  on  an  occaaion 
like  the  present.    If  tfaa  grief  of  Gentle, 


nto  oppwitfl  WM  10  gnat  wiib  r^ard  to 
tba  unhappy  n^ra  which  bad  occurred  in 
that  eounby  aa  tbey  wisliad  to  make  it  ap- 
pear, ho  tbought  that  they  would  have 
adopted  aaol^  courae  on  tbe  aubject. 
He  balierad,  that  if  their  grief  iiad  been 
raally  great,  and  their  aorrow  nocera,  it 
wouM  UTC  baao,  perh^a,  rather  men 
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amount  of  auch  a  diaaater,  would  not  nave 
'  and  ^tod  <^  it  in  the  Houaa 
of  Cooinona ;  and  if  they  had  ra^eeted  the 
nxaory  of  thoae  brave  men  wboae  benea 
unburied  amid  the  nowa  rf  the  Indian 
luntalns,  they  would  not  hare  deaecrat«d 
by  uuns  them  aa  mistilaa  of  party  warhre. 
He  well  knew  how  apt  party  feeling  vai 
to  induce  us  to  form  unbir  proipecta  of 
the  conduct  and  argumeota  of  political  op- 
ponenti ;  but  he  never  had  seen  this  diano- 
Mtion  carried  to  so  great  alength  as  duting 
the  preaent  dobatee.  Ho  had  hoard  wi^ 
great  painamUrepreaentation  last  nightly 
the  noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  br  the  Colo^ 
niea,  of  the  language  which  fell  fnm  hia 
right  lion.  Friend,  tba  Member  for  Edio> 
burgfa<  The  noble  hoti,  on  its  being  pfunlad 
out  to  him,  came  at  once  forward  aa  a  mao  of 
honour,  end  retracted  the  observation* 
which  he  bad  made ;  but  this  waa  not  tho 
oaae  with  reepeot  to  the  cboar  whish  fbU 
towed  the  noble  loni't  niaatatoment  i 
that  chew  remained  onratractedi  thoae 
who,  by  allowing  it,  had  raeorded  thair 
approval  of  a  alatameot  adHMMrledgad  to 
bo  anjual,  bad  made  oo  repafatioB  wt  it  t 
but  remained  still  reapooaibia  fiir  a  oboir, 
wbidi  ip  bis  opioion  waa  the  taoet  diiopo> 
ditsble  that  bo  had  erar  hoard  in  tba 
Honaa  of  Commons,  in  it  waa  tba  (dtaw 
of  bad  fetlieg  and  bad  laata.  Tbe  rigttt 
fcoB,  Gentleman  «t  the  }mi  of  tba  Go* 
v«rnment  was  so  detanaiood  to  ntka  out 
the  present  ae  tba  worst  of  all  ditaatcn  tbat 
bad  over  oocurrail,  that  ha  bad  manltebid  a 
good  deal  of  iftttalHlity  at  any  alluaion  to 
the  dtaaatora  which  bad  attndod  nur  aiwa 
sJaewbon  than  i«  A^baoiatan,  a»d  umo 
paitimlarly  that  of  Walebenp.  H«  bad 
alwaya  beaq  aocmtonad  to  look  on  tho 
Walwereo  expadittoo  at  tho  moat  dfam- 
treuB  one  that  had  oror  been  attempted  bf 
a  Britiah  armament,  asd  ho  waa,  tbartffata, 
a  little  Burprised  at  tbe  irritability  mani* 
bstod  at  the  Gomporiaoo.  Ha  found,  how- 
ever, that  the  right  hoBi  Barmat's  vary  fint 
speech  in  Parliamont,  in  the  year  1610,  waa 
in  defence  of  that  mipaditiM.  Tbe  right 
bon.  Gentleman  and  other  Hembera  oppo- 
Ht«,  whether  nomineea  of  the  Duke  of 
Newoaatlo  or  etbor  noble  Lords,  kaowing 
tho  amount  it  tbo  mijonty  tbi^  poaoewod, 
war«  Mt  iatia6ed  with  nagatlviag  the 
cbargaa  and  compUatt  of  tfie  Oppontion, 
but  actually  caaw  forward  with  a  direct 
veto  of  Bf^robaltoo  for  the  plaapiog  of  tho 
expedirioD,  aa  well  aa  tho  mode  in  whidi 
it  bad  beta  carried  iato  abet,  and  Miptaoi^ 
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voted  in  farotir  of  the  wb^tn  Rod  good 
eondoct  exemplified  botb  in  the  coooeption 
and  in  the  execution  of  those  opentiena. 
He  did  not  wish  to  reproach  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  with  the  opinion  which  he  had 
than  entertaioed,  but  he  Hid  think,  that 
wheo  be  could  form  and  exprees  so  very 
&Tourable  an  opinion  of  that  nofortoiiBte 
expedition  to  Walcheren,  he  might  have 
been  a  little  more  charitable  under  pre- 
ient  drcumitances,  in  his  judgment  of 
the  disHter  in  Affghanistan,  Another 
point  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet'e  speech 
which  depreriated  the  resources  of  the 
conntrjr,  waa  hia  allusion  to  a  deficienc; 
in  the  rennue  of  India,  which  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  stated  might  ultimately  fall 
upon  the  rerenue  of  this  country.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  had,  as  usual,  ^^uallyln. 
■Duated  this  fidlacy  into  their  minds.  At 
flnt  he  hftd  merely  alluded  to  this  Indian 
deflctency  as  a  contingent  cause  of  some 
undeflneo  embunsanient.  Afterwards  he 
had  gone  no  dwelling  more  aad  more  on  it, 
untirhe  put  it  so  strongly  in  the  speech 
wUch  he  addresaed  to  the  House  on  Fri- 
day, tint  Gentlenien  opposite  had  now  got 
into  the  haUt  of  astuming,  that  this  India 
defldt  was  to  be  treated  as  a  part  of  the 
defldt  of  our  finances,  and  that  so  there 
was  a  defidency  in  the  annual  income 
of  the  country  to  the  amount  of  5,000,00011, 
and  that  the  country  would  be  called  upon 
to  make  up  the  whole  sum,  [Sir  Rooerl 
Pal  asked  who  had  sUted  so.]  The 
boD.  Member  for  Nottlngamshire  <Mr. 
Oally  Knight)  said  so  distinctly  in  hts 
apeeeh  of  yestwday.  The  right  hon.  Ba. 
roBet  now  mid,  that  EuEland  was  not  to 
make  op  the  whole  of  the  defidency.  If 
England  was  not  to  make  up  the  de- 
Iciency  of  the  Indian  revenue,  leave  it 
ont  of  your  calculations.  Leave  Indian 
laancet,  to  the  GOBrideration  of  the  Indian 
Oevemment,  and  on  every  account  leave 
jt  ODt  ef  these  debates  {  for  you  now  admitj 
that  Et  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
iBBome-tax.  He  conreased,  when  he  first 
heard  the  obfervatiou  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  with  respect  to  the  deficiency  in 
the  Indian  revenue,  that  it  made  an  tm. 
preislon  en  htm,  and  he  had  bo  doubt, 
dwt  the  right  hon.  Gentteman's  language 
had  produced  an  eSoet  on  the  anuBtry,  and 
that  many  old  peraons  of  both  sexes  bad 
been  greatlvaktnned  at  saeh  adeclantJon. 
They  wouta  exclaim,  ■'  What  I  adeficieney 
in  the  Indian  revenae  as  well  as  in  the 
nvenu*  of  this  conntry.  This  is  another 
inntHwe  of  the  rapneity  of  the  viUainous 
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Whigs,  iriiom  not  otdy  the  ravenoesof  Bb{b> 
land,  but  not  even  the  wealth  ef  India  ooom 
satirfy.  After  this,  nothing  dee  will  io  bat 
to  cut  off  Lord  John  Rainll's  bead."  H« 
had  thought  at  iirst,  flwn  the  right  hon. 
BanMiet'a  mode  of  speaUng  of  it,  that  the 
present  defidency  in  the  Indian  rennue 
was  a  remarlcalile  Instance  of  the  kind,  but 
he  fbund  that  this  was  not  the  case.  Then 
dnoet  8  Donstant  defidenm  in  the 
revenue  of  that  country  until  a  few  y< 

This  habitual  defldt  had  a 
until  the  Government  of  Lord  W.  Bentlndt 
hose  economy  in  the  adrainistratim  of 
the  ftfihirs  of  tliat  oountiy  the  party  omo- 
site  had  always  made  a  matter  of^re- 
proach  to  that  nobleman.  This  was,  then, 
by  no  means  the  first  instance  t^  a.  deXdt 
in  the  Indian  ravenueF  But  bad  any 
Chanodlor  of  iha  Exchequer,  befine.  the 
present  one,  ever  urged  this  defidt  as  a 
,!;round  for  taxing  the  people  of  this  ooun- 
try  ?  Only  look  to  what  had  been  the  hla- 
tory  nf  the  revenue  of  India.  In  the  fivn 
years  prior  tn  1814,  the  defidency  was 
616,0001.;  in  the  fire  years  to  1819,  it 
7S6,00M:;  in  the  five  Tears  to  1834, 
as  9,610,O0M.  :  and  in  the  fire  years 
829.  it  was  2,781,700/.  In  addition 
to  this,  the  Indian  government  had  to 
provide,  daring  the  latter  period,  fiw  tha 
charge  of  the  Burmese  war  and  other  ex^ 

fsnsea,  and  wen  compelled  to  borrow 
8,000,000/,  Por  many  precading  years 
our  Government  had  been  taking  <m  taxaa 
right  and  left,  without  one*  giving  n 
thought  about  the  dofidendei  In  thli  Indian 
revenue.  It  waa  raaerved  for  the  year 
ISSO,  however,  to  wltneas  the  ueat  tm^ 
traordinuy  reduction  of  taxation  ever 
made  at  once  by  a  Chanosllor  of  tbo  Bx> 
chequer,  who  had  to  meat  a  deficiency  ct 
nearly  3,000,000/.  in  India.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  the  pressnt  Chancdior  of 
the  Excheqiisr  then  held  the  same  peat  | 
and  he  would  ask  him  if,  when  ha  camt 
down  to  the  Honse  with  his  budget  that 
year,  ha  than  called  on  the  Pariiamsnt  to 
consider  the  defidt  in  tlie  Indian  revmuef 
Did  the  right  hon.  Gantlaasan  than,  ac* 
cording  to  bis  pressnt  plan,  tdk  of  a  d«fi> 
daney  of  3,876,000/.  {  half  as  muck  again, 
by  the  by,attiiedefieMncyngardingwhidi 
such  an  outery  was  made  now  t  Did  ha 
then  propoa^  that  tha  people  at  hone 
ahouM  moet  tbe  defidt  In  tite  vaveBoa  of 
India  J  that  ws  should  bear  an  Iocona> 
tax  in  order  to  meet  the  excess  of  expendi- 
ture over  the  income  of  that  country  I 
Not  a  bit  of  it.     The  ri^  bea   OesUa.   : 
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difficultieB  which  it  had  to  meet  i 

to  carry  on   the  Bunneae  war.     But  he 

would  quit  this  subject  ot  the  topia  of  the 


tnu  did  no  such  thine.  In  the  face  of 
this  awful  Indian  deficit,  he  came  down 
and  proposed  to  take  off  the  beer-tax— a 
tax  which  brought  in  a  revenue  of 
3,000,000/.,  and  which,  being  taken  off, 
might  he  supposed  to  leave  a  further  de- 
ficiency to  that  extent.  But  the  fact  was, 
that  the  Indian  Gorernment  had  always 
been  ahle  to  cope  with  their  own  financial 
difficulties,  and  there  was  no  reason  to 
Buppoae,  that  they  would  not  he  able  to 
do  M  now.  Their  debt  was,  after  all,  no 
auch  very  serious  matter.  Whst  was  it? 
Why,  its  extent  was  32,000,000^.,  or  not 
more  than  a  year  and  a  halfs  income. 
The  East-India  Company,  when  they  en- 
joyed B  great  commercial  mooopoly,  and 
carried  on  a  most  extensire  commerce, 
generally  found,  that  at  the  end  of  the 
year  th^  was  a  deficiency  in  the  revenue ; 
but  unce  they  had  been  restricted  from 
engaging  in  commercial  pursuits,  and  been 
otui^d  to  look  to  the  resources  of  the 
country  they  held  for  their  noFenue,  their 
deficiencies  of  revenue  had,  till  very  lately, 
been  very  little.  It  was  iitated,  that  there 
was  at  present  a  deficiency  to  the  amount 
of  two  millions,  and  were  the  people  of 
this  country  to  he  frightenea  out  of 
their  propriety  by  this  bugbear  of  an 
Indian  deficiency?  Were  they  to  be 
called  on  to  bear  an  Income-tax  on  such 
an  account  as  this?  Let  them  not  be 
afifrighted  by  such  a  story;  let  them  not 
bs  scared  by  a  tale  which  was  trumped  up 
now  for  the  first  time,  not  because  there 
wu  anything  in  it  worth  consideration, 
but  because  it  went  to  supply  the  place  of 
more  substantial  ar^ments  that  were 
wanting.  In  addition,  however,  to  the  in- 
crease of  expenditure  owing  to  wur,  there 
had  been  another  obvious  cause  of  the 
present  deficiency  in  the  Indian  revenue 
which  had  not  been  adverted  to  by 
«ther  the  right  faon.  Baronet,  or  the 
noble  Lord,  namely,  the  falling-off  in  the 
reveuue  of  the  Company  on  account  of  the 
proceedings  which  had  taken  place  with 
regard  to  opium.  Were  they  going  to 
charge  the  deficiency  in  the  opium  revenue 
on  her  Majesty's  late  advisers?  Why,  it 
was  their  own  particular  friend  uidproiegt, 
the  Emperor  of  China,  who  deprived  India 
of  that  resource  j  so  let  them  not  blame 
the  late  Government  for  that.  It  ap- 
peared to  him,  that  the  deficiency  was  not 
of  that  alarming  character  whicli  had  been 
described,  and  even  with  the  war  of 
Affghanistan  he  did  not  believe,  that  India 
would  hare  to  contend  with  the  same  fiscal 
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debate,  and  he  frankly  owned,  that  he  did 
so  with  the  more  pleasure,  because,  as  it 
seemed  to  him,  a  really  large  and  inviting 
question  of  principle  bad  been  submitted 
for  the  deciainn  of  the  Houae  by  his  noble 
Friend,  the  Member  for  the  city  of  Lou- 
don. Certainly,  the  noble  Lord  had  adopted 
a  very  difiereut course  on  thisquestion  from 
that  which  had  been  pursued  by  tlie  right 
faon.  Baronet  opposite  on  Kke  occaaioos. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  always  been 
moat  explicit  aa  to  what  he  would  not  do, 
but  most  cautious  in  stating  anything  re- 
specting what  he  intended  to  do.  The 
noble  Lord,  however,  had  fairly  laid  his 
own  plan  down  for  consideration.  It 
might  be  said,  that  he  was  taking  an 
impolitic  coutw  in  thus  running  Budget 
against  Budget,  but,  whether  impolitic  or 
not,  the  proceeding  was  fair  ana  msniy, 
and  one  which  could  not  but  meet  with 
general  approval.  Now,  the  noble  Lord 
who  had  spoken  last  night  (Lord  Sunley) 
had  said  there  were  some  points  on  which 
the  supporters  of  tlie  Income-tax  and  of 
the  resolution  in  amendment  were  mutu- 
ally agreed.  Both  parties  were  agreed  aa 
to  the  &ct  of  a  deficiency,  which  must  be 
tupplied  by  some  new  tax,  and  both  were 
also  a^ned  on  that  which  seemed  to  be  a 
new  discovery  with  hm.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site,  namely,  that  trade,  commerce,  and 
manubctures  were  in  a  languishing  state 
and  required  an  alteration  of  the  tariff  to 
give  them  full  play  and  opportunity  tot 
restoration.  Now,  being  satisfied  with 
the  fact  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  hav- 
ing made  this  discovery,  ha  would  ask 
the  Houae  tocomparethe  two  plans  under 
their  conBidetstion.  They  must  recol- 
lect that  both  plans  adopted  the  necessity 
of  taxation,  and  also  the  principle  of  free- 
trade,  in  a  greater  or  in  a  less  degree. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  proposed  to  obtain 
the  means  for  meeting  the  ordinary  expen- 
diture of  the  country  and  the  extra  cost  en- 
tiled by  his  free-trade  experimenta,  by  a 
I^rge  amoontof  direct  taxation,  imposed 
upon  the  people  in  ita  moat  oppna- 
sive  and  obnoxroos  fiirm.  He  proposed, 
also  to  maintain  the  great  monopolies,  and 
for  that  purpose  he  had  sent  up  his  Corn- 
bill  to  the  House  of  Peers,  wfailst,  in  order 
to  make  some  show  with  the  prindple^  he 
had  dealt  vigorously  with  a  number  of 
little  matters.  On  the  other  hand,  let 
them  look  at  the  plan  of  the  noble  Lord. 
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Tbe  Dofale  Lord  at  once  boldly  grsppled 
with  the  great  mooopolies.  He  propoaed 
to  make  a  great  alteration  in  the  dut'tes 
upoD  tbe  chief  necessariea  of  buniati  Bub- 
■istence  which  at  tlie  preseot  time  were 
unduljr  taxed ;  and  horn  this  source,  with 
the  additional  preasure  of  only  a  compara- 
tirely  Binall  amount  of  taxation,  he  pro- 
poaed  to  make  tbe  revenue  equal  to  the 
expenditure.  These  were  the  main  cha- 
racteriatics  of  tbe  two  plans,  and  be  would 
confidently  aak  which  was  the  best,  the 
fairest,  and  the  most  calculated  to  benefit 
the  pet^le.  An  hon.  Member  who  had 
■pokea  on  tbe  other  «de  had  with  vast 
arithmetical  alulitf  entered  upon  a  calcu- 
lation of  tbe  greyer  amount  of  savlnz  to 
the  people  which  would  arise  from  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  sugar  duties  than  from  freedom 
from  the  Income-tax.  Now,  tbe  hon. 
Member  might  be  right,  but  if  be  were 
right,  be  certainly  ought  not  to  forget 
that  the  proposition  to  alter  the  sugar 
duties  happened  to  no  part  of  tbe  present 
budget,  but  was  part  of  tbe  plan  of  the 
noble  Lord.  This  should  be  remembered 
before  they  could  answer  the  question  as  to 
which  plan  was  the  more  likely  to  gire  re- 
lief to  the  commerce  and  the  people  of  the 
GODDtry — the  plan  which  dealt  with  the 
minor    or  that    which   was    intended    to 

TTate  on  the  chief  monopolies  ?  Tbe  plan 
the  light  hon.  Baronet  might  be  good 
■  as  far  as  it  went,  but  its  order  of  free-trade 
was  a  wrong  one.  Unfortunately  the 
poorer  daaaes  of  the  country  were  unable 
to  consume  butcher's  meat,  and  certainly 
none  of  them  consumed  much  copper  or 
tin  ores,  but  all  tbe  people  consumed  bread 
and  sugar,  and  relief  from  the  taxes  on 
those  articles  would  come  home  imme- 
diately and  largely  to  all.  But  they  were 
told  of  the  benefit  of  the  Income-tax  to  the 
poor  cUsaes  of  the  people— of  the  immense 
advantages  they  would  derive  from  it — of 
the  small  extent  to  which  it  would  burden 
them.  Why,  with  what  object  did  they 
impose  this  tax,  but  to  maintain  and  Iceep 
up  the  worst  system  of  taxation  with  whicn 
the  worlting  classes  could  be  oppressed — a 
taxation  which  made  their  bread  and  their 
sugar  dear— a  taxation  which  prevented 
their  enjoying  all  the  luxuries  and  most  of 
the  neoessaries  of  life?  The  hon.  Gentle- 
maD,  the  Member  for  Brecon  had  said,  that 
he  had  told  his  constituents  roost  empha- 
tically that  he  would  never  consent  to  a 
tax  upon  bread  for  the  purposes  of  the 
public  revenue.  The  hon.  Gentleman, 
howerer,  bad  not  gone  far  enough.  He 
VOL.  LXH.    {£a} 


should  hare  finished  by  telling  his  consti- 
tuents that  he  would  not  consent  to  the 
imposition  of  this  tax  for  the  benefit  not 
only  of  the  State  but  also  not  for  that  of 
any  persons  besides  the  State.  And  now,  if 
he  might  be  allowed  to  diverge  to  a  some- 
what curious  and  rather  nice  quesiian,  he 
would  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  him- 
self to  a  psrt  of  the  subject,  which  he 
would  argue  with  candour,  and  to  a  class 
of  his  hearers  whose  good  opinion  he  was 
very  desirous  to  conciliate.  He  would 
take  leare  to  ask  the  Gentlemen  who  re- 
presented the  protected  interest  in  that 
House,  which  of  the  two  pisns  before  them 
tliey  conceived  tbe  best  for  those  protected 
interests  on  the  whole?  And  in  the  outset  he 
would  take  leare  to  observe  that  he  thought 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  acted  with 
great  unfairness  towards  all  the  protected 
interests.  He  waa  c^uite  sensible  that  the 
adoption  of  this  principle  of  free-trade 
could  not  but  be  accompanied  with  harm 
and  injury  to  some  parties.  It  was  im- 
possible to  deal  with  such  a  measure  with- 
out doing  harm  to  some,  but  the  people 
who  suffered  surely  had  a  right  to  say,  if 

?'ou  injure  us  by  free-trade,  relieve  us  by 
ree-trade.  The  parties  who  complained 
— the  cork-cutter,  the  leather-dealer,  the 
liquorice  grower,  whose  claims  were  urged 
by  his  hon.  Friend  tbe  Member  for 
Pontefract  —  his  own  constitnents  who 
were  more  especially  interested  in  copper 
— all  these,  all  the  parties  who  felt  they 
had  any  right  to  complain  of  a  loss  of  pro- 
tection were  surely  justified  in  calling 
for  relief,  if  the  same  principle  which 
operated  against  them  could  be  made 
by  its  application  to  another  class  of 
articles  to  work  in  their  favour.  Alt 
parties  had  a  right  to  say,  '*  Let  us 
all  start  fair;"  The  right  boo.  Baronet 
had  been  very  eloquent  in  stating  olqec- 
tions  to  throwing  open  the  corn  tnde,  on 
account  of  the  peculiar  burdens  sustained 
by  land  ;  but  ne  had  quite  Icept  out  of 
view,  and,  unfortunstely,  out  of  his  recoU 
lection,  the  peculiar  burdens  which  the 
trading  interests  were  subjected  to  for  the 
benefit  of  tbe  landlords.  But  be  would 
ask  Gentlemen  opposite,  who  belonged  to 
the  favoured  class — to  tbe  agricultural  in- 
terest— an  interest,  be  begged  to  say,  that 
be  for  one  never  for  a  moment  wisaed  to 
see  stripped  of  any  part  of  its  just  power 
and  its  due  influence— he  would  ask  them 
what  they  really  thought  of  the  plan  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  as  compared  with^ 
the  pbn  of  the  late  Goremment,  in  tfae'^ 
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ultimate  efioct  which  the  om  and  the 
other  were  calculated  to  prodnce  upon 
their  interests?  Were  he  called  upon 
to  do  what  he  thousht  inoat  adTisable  for 
their  real  iatetests,  he  would)  in  the  first 
inatance,  take  away  that  |SDtecti<»i  whidi 
was  more  eapeeially  olmoxious  to  the 
country — that  protection  against  which 
the  people  most  loadly  iareighed — that 
{Kotection  which  coontiluted  the  gnat 
e*il,  the  increasing  price  of  bread— that 

Erotection  which  animated  the  Anti-Com- 
iw  League.  It  was  cheap  hread  that  the 
League,  on  behalf  of  the  country,  wanted. 
Cheap  butchers'  meat  was  not  their  ral- 
lying cry,  and  still  len  cheap  hoots.  The 
right  hon.  fisionet  Tery  hindly  dimi- 
Duhed  the  protection  on  barley,  and 
oats,  and  Canada  timber,  and  so  on ; 
bat  let  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  put 
the  question  to  themsplves,  whether, 
tf  acceding  to  such  reductions  ttf  pro- 
tections as  these,  they  thought  they 
diminished  the  public  fnling  against  the 
Corn-laws,  and  whether  they  did  not  ac- 
knowledge to  themaelTes  that  this  feeling 
must  go  en  iocreadog  and  increasing,  year 
after  year,  until  it  triumphed  to  the  fiillest 
extent.  The  &te  of  the  great  mooopolists 
was  sealed ;  they  must  ffta  way  ere  long  ; 
ud  though  he  did  not  think  that  Uie 
light  boD.  Baronet  had  talceo  the  most 
fur  or  humane  mode  of  bnn^ng  it  ^raut, 
be  certwnly  had  taken  the  most  effectual, 

a  his  summary  mode  of  proceeding  with 
the  minor  monopolies,  and  Ihns  manng 
the  great  moDOpolieealoM  and  unsupported. 
With  this  fcMing  u  to  the  approaching 
remoral  of  thft  maste»«nl,  be  should  lend 
the  right  hon.  Bannet  his  cordial  support 
in  all  the  improrements  which  be  prt^meed 
in  the  tariff.  He  was  sorry,  from  the 
manner  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  that  his 
otttr  of  support  was  not  received  with  the 
degree  of  gratitude  which  he  naturally 
ought  to  look  fi>r  i  bu  t  gratitnde  was 
oftbose  feelingi  which  grow  upon  emer- 
geDcies,  and  there  was  little  doubt  that, 
after  a  few  nights  on  the  Tariff  debate, 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  show  him- 
self somewhat  more  grateful  to  those 
who  expressed  any  intention  of  yielding 
bim  their  support.  He  did  not  wi^  to 
deal  in  retort,  but  there  was  one  tqnc  in 
the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 
f<i»  North  Lancatbire  to  which  be  could  not 
help  adverting.  It  was  that  in  which  the 
BoUe  Lord  stated,  that  the  plan  of  his 
noble  Friend  had  been  scouted  by  the 
Ttnce  of  Pailumeat,  and  that  its  cwdem. 


o  had  been  fully  prononnoed  at  the 
last  general  election.  He  rejoiced  at  the 
judical  phrase  which  the  noble  Lord  had 
introduced,  for  he  would  ask  the  noble 
Lord  by  what  means  that  condemnation 
had  been  brought  about?  Did  not  the 
noble  Lord  know  how  of^  Adse  aridenoe 

resorted  to  for  the  condemnation  of 
ioDocence?  Was  tbe  eridence  adduced  at 
the  hustings  bir  eridence,  when  it  waa 
stated  that  the  Goremroeot  of  the  right 
boo.  Baronet  would  when  in  power,  resist 
to  the  death  every  and  any  alteration 
of  the  Cora-laws?  He  hoped  tbe  noble 
Lord  would  excuse  him,  if  he  referred  to 
what  took  place  in  Lancashire.  [An  hon. 
Member :  South  Lancashire.^  No.'  in  the 
North  as  well  as  in  the  South  of  Lancashire. 
When  the  budget  of  his  noble  Friend  lately 
at  the  head  of  the  Goremment  was  dis- 
cussed on  the  bustiogs  of  North  Lancashire, 
what  was  the  character  given  of  it  to  the 
farmers  of  that  county,  by  the  noble  Lord 
(Lord  Stanley]  f  Was  it  not  such  as  would 
induce  tbem  to  bang,  without  hesitatiou 
or  remorse,  any  budget  which  mi^t  be 
arraigned  be^ve  them  on  such  testimony  t 
They  were  told  there  waa  a  place  called 
Tamboff,  in  Ruisia,  a  placa  by  the  way  not 
much  bigger  than  Yorkshire,  which  an- 
nually ^w  38,000.000  quarters  of  wheat, 
a  quuitity  double  tbe  amount  of  tbe  cm- 
sumption  of  this  whole  island,  and  that 
the  conseqaenca  of  an  St,  duty  would  bat 
that  all  that  quantity  of  com  would 
come  in  at  a  pnee  of  13r.  44.  tbe  quar- 
ter. He  did  not  know  whether  the  noblft 
Lord  stated  the  amount  in  rubles,  hut 
at  all  ennts  he  tranditsd  it  into  Englirii 
currency  for  the  benefit  of  bis  beueri. 
When  the  &rmen  were  ttrfd  tbb  by  one 
whom  they  presumed  to  know  much  more 
at  the  matter  than  they  themselves  could 
do,  they  of  course  at  once  agreed  to  a 
verdict  against  a  budget  which  would 
let  in  38,000,000  quarters  of  TambolT 
wheat  at  this  low  price.  The  noble  Lord 
was  perhaps  noaoqaainted  with  statis- 
tics, however  deeply  he  might  be  nrsed 
in  other  politics,  and  perhaps  derived  bis 
inlbrmBtion  from  some  other  authority, 
but  if  the  noble  Lord  was  so  "  let  in'  on 
any  authority,  who  could  blame  die  Lan- 
cashire iarmers  for  swallowing  the  bait  on 
his?  There  conld  benodoubtin  tberaindB 
of  any  one  who  knew  the  high  character  of 
the  noble  Lord,  that  in  this  matter  he  bad 
been  deceived  ;  that  he  himself  had  taken 
in  tbe  little  miicoaoeption  about  Tamboff 
and  its  productions;  and,  indeed,  tbe  rifbt   , 
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hoB.  Baronet  ^>posite,  hebelioTed,  wu  the 
&nt  Hember  of  the  House  who  bad  Bhova 
himself  labouring  under  so  eztiraordiaarf 
a  deluBioD ;  but,  at  all  QfeDts,  it  was  Dot  to 
be  vondered  at,  that  what  the  noble  Lord 
had  taken  in,  the  poor  farmers,  too,  should 
have  twalloved.  This  nas  a  mistake 
the  purt  of  the  noble  Lord ;  but  waa  m 
of  the  other  evidence  brought  fonraid  on 
die  hustings  and  elsewhere  among  the 
people,  against  the  late  Government  and 
their  budget,  equally  a  mere  matter  of  mis- 
take? In  Lincolnshire,  amuug  other  coun- 
tiea,  had  not  one  Gentleman  after  another 
aanired  the  ^mers  that  they  themselvec, 
wise  people,  living  half  the  yetr  in  Lon- 
don knew  everything  that  was  .going  on, 
were  as  well  acquainted  with  the  future 
Premier's  intentions  as  he  waa  himself,  and 
tliat  the  right  bon.  Baronet  waa  not  going 
to  alter  the  Corn-lsws  abit,  and  that  wert 
he  to  exhibit  such  a  tendency  for  a  singlt 
moment,  they  wmild  throw  all  their 
wei^t  into  tlie  acale  against  him  and 
turn  him  out;  yet  these  Gentlemen, 
who  contented  the  mselves  by  supporting 
the  Corti-laws  by  a  ludicroua  sham  oppo- 
■ition  l«  tlw  right  hon.  Baronet — these 
gantlemen,  with  pledgee  unredeemed,  with 
ptonisea  riolated— these  gentlemen  were 
Maong  the  loudest  in  cheering  the  aasur> 
anoa  uuit  the  late  budget  had  been  con- 
demMd  at  the  late  electim.  He  meant 
no  peiwnai  diaiwpect  to  the  hon.  Members 
tat  Linoolnshire,  but  really  Lincolnshire 
bad  of  hue  held  so  prominent  ■  part  in  the 
debates,  that  when  one  wanted  to  typify 
agrioultore,  he  naturally  said  Lincoln- 
afaira.  Befmv  the'  lata  budget  wai  to  be 
•et  down  u  really  condemned,  let  it  have 
a  new  trial,  side  by  side,  with  the  Blteroa- 
titre  budget  now  pri^Msed ;  let  the  whole 
eaSB  be  laid  before  the  country  in  its  real 
bearing  and  extent,  and  it  waa  a  very  great 
question  whether  the  majority  of  oonetitu- 
encies  would  again  spend  their  time  and 
mcMiey  on  behalf  of  the  persons  and  party 
whom  they  had  recently  favoured.  But, 
for  his  own  nart,  he  had  no  aott  of  wish  that 
this  new  trial  should  he  had  just  yet.  He 
would  rather  that  the  country  should  hare 
more  experience  of  the  promises  so  fre- 
quently made  and  so  suddenly  folsified. 
He  would  not  ask  for  a  fcir  hearing  for  the 
M  budget,  nor  did  he  tbink  it  could  bare 
one  untu  it  wu  seen  who  were  the  sup- 
pnters  of  the  new  tariff— until  it  was 
tcnoWQ  in  what  manner  the  Poor-law 
would  be  disposed  of,— and  until  it  was  as- 
eertaiacd  how  punctual  the  preaent  G»< 
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vernment  would  prove  in  fulfilling  the 
other  hopes  which  aad  been  held  out,  and 
the  promises  which  had  been  made  by  its 
present  supporters.  Upon  thispoint  of  the 
Poor-laws,  however,  he  must  do  the  Go- 
vernment the  justice  of  saying,  that  he  had 
seen  no  inclination  on  their  part  of  shrink- 
ing or  truckling  on  this  subject;  theircon- 
duct  in  this  matter,  more  especially  that  of 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Dorchester,  did 
them  great  honour.  On  what  ground  then 
did  those  who  used  the  Poor-law  on  the 
hustings  hope  to  find  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  wonid  prove  more  pliable  upon 
that  question  ?  Would  those  who  com- 
plained that  the  pow  of  this  countir  were 
shut  up  in  hastiles — that  man  ana  wife, 
parent  and  child,  were  separated — that  all 
the  laws  of  morality  and  religion  were 
violated  at  the  will  of  three  denl-klog^- 
insist  that  such  a  state  of  things  should 
continue,  to  preserve  in  power  the  best  of 
all  poBBible  Governments?  When  these 
questions,  tii  which  the  attention  of  the 
country  waa  now  closely  turned,  were 
once  decided,  then,  and  then  only,  could  a 
fair  verdict  be  pronounced  as  to  the  merits 
of  the  two  contending  parties.  In  closing 
the  observations  which  he  addressed  to  the 
House,  he  would  adopt  the  metaphor  which 
had  been  already  used  by  an^n.  Gen> 
tieraan  opposite,  and  adhering  to  hts 
legal  illustration,  conclude  in  a  testamen- 
tary spirit;  The  hon.  Member  for  Not- 
tiDghamsbire  had  entertained  the  House 
with  a  description  of  a  will,  whidi,  ac- 
cording to  him,  the  late  Government 
left  behind  them ;  but  the  will  set  forth 
by  the  htm.  Gentleman  was  not  the  real 
will,  it  was  a  spurious  one  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  pidied  up  in  the  Street 
somewhere,  in  aome  comer.  The  will 
the  late  Government  left  was 
made  publicly,  and  promulgated  in  the 
face  of  the  country.  It  ran  somewhat 
thus :  ^-  My  noble  Friend,  finding  that 
his  Ministerial  existence  was  approaching 

close,  called  his  friends  around  him, 
and  through  them  spoke  to  the  country 
thus : — "  We  are  not  exactly  in  a  position 

to  do  as  much  for  you  as  we  could 
wish,  but  you  will  remember,  that  that 
is  because  we  have  done  so  much  fur  yoa 
before.  To  you,  electors  of  Bnglandi  we 
bare  given  the  elective  franchise,  which 

Chare  just  used  against  us.     To  you, 
an  Catholics  and  Dissenters  of  Eng- 
land,  we   have  given   religious  equality 
id  reliffious  freedom.     To  you,  negroes 
of  the  Weit  Indies,  we  hare  siren  per-  . . 
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konal  freedom."  [Some  marh  of  dittent] 
He  thought  lie  might  cluim  those  booDi 
for  the  major  part  ol' the  Miuistrv  of  which 
his  noble  Frieod  was  a  Member.  He  might 
claim  for  the  Liber&l  partv  the  credit  of 
these  triumphs,  owing  solely  to  their  ex- 
ertioDB,  which  they  supported  through 
years  of  opposition  ;  and  when  they  suc- 
ceeded to  political  power  and  predomi- 
nance, the  DTBt  use  they  made  nf  it  was  to 
carry  those  measurei.  They  might  hiive 
■aid  to  the  inhabitants  of  every  town  in 
Great  Britain,  "  To  you  we  gave  the  eu- 
joyment  of  municipal  privileges,  and  free- 
dom from  the  disgraceful  corruptions  of 
your  corporations.  We  have  one  thing 
besides  left  to  give  you,  and  we  intended 
to  give  it — commercial  freedom,  and  the 
cheapening  of  the  necessaries  of  life." 
They  misbt,  perhaps,  have  added,  with  a 
little  self  reproach,  "  We  ought  to  fa:ive 
provided  for  tfaii  before  i  we  are  oonicious 
that  our  neglect  puts  you  in  a  less  favour- 
able position  to  assert  your  rights;  but 
we  have  done  thus  much — we  have  placed 
you  in  a  position  to  atand  bravely  up 
10  defence  of  your  jutt  claims,  and  how- 
ever powerful  the  interests  now  arrayed 
against  you,  and  however  weakened  uur 
hands  Aoay  be  at  [nvsent,  be  assured 
that  the  cause  of  truth,  and  jnstioe,  and 
national  expediency,  must  triumph  over 
every  advene  interest-"  They  might  fur- 
ther have  added  : — "To  this  our  Uat  will 
and  testament,  we  appoint  as  executors, 
those  who  have  hitherto  been  our  constant 
opponents;  to  them  we  leave  it,  the  first 
moment  they  acquire  that  power  for  which 
tfaey  have  been  so  anxious  to  grapple  with 
the  prejudicee  which  they  hare  fomented, 
to  carry  out  the  policy  which  they  have  ob- 
Btructed ;  and,  above  all,  to  vindicate  the 
nemoiy  and  character  of  those  whnm, 
through  ten  years  of  hostilitv,  they  huve 
unsparingly,  unceasingly,  and  unscrupu- 
louuy  defamed." 

Mr.  Borfhwkk  was  well  aware  that  he 
owed  an  apobgy  to  the  Mouse  for  offering 
himself  to  thar  attsntian  after  the  eloquent 
appeal  which  they  had  just  heard,  and  not 
only  at  the  late  period  of  the  debate,  but  at 
that  late  hour  oi  the  evening.  Whatever 
might  be  the  generosity  of  the  kte  Govera- 
ment  in  bequeathing  the  legacy  to  which 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who  spoke 
last  had  alluded,  it  was  quite  evident  that 
the  heirs  to  which  it  had  been  left  were 
not  prepared  to  administer  to  it,  anil  that 
those  to  whom  its  execution  hod  been  en- 


trusted were  not  likely  to  take  the  duty  of 
executor*  in  a  very  kindly  spirit.  What- 
ever might  be  the  merits  or  demerits  of  tfaa 
plan  which  had  been  proposed  by  her  Ma- 
jesty's Miiiiilen  for  supplying  the  deficien- 
cies in  our  finances,  it  was  certain  that  the 
House  and  the  country  generally  bad  pro- 
noimced  a  decided  negative  on  the  plan  of 
noble  Lnrd  oppoitite.  Now  the  real 
question  for  consideration  was  not  how  the 
financial  difficulties  under  which  we  suffer 
had  been  produced,  but  what  were  the  mean* 
by  which  weweretoextricateourtelresfrom 
them,  and  it  was  of  little  importance  to 
those  upon  whom  the  dnty  had  fallen 
whether  those  difficulties  arose  from  the 
mismanagement  of  the  late  Government  or 
from  want  of  forethought  upon  the  part  of 
those  who  had  preceded  them.  It  was 
enough  to  know  that  grave  deficiencies, 
the  heavy  accumulation  of  years  now  re- 
quired to  be  made  good.  The  business  of 
the  House  was,  tberefbrci  to  inquire  how 
those  deficiencies  could  be  besL  supplied  con- 
sistently with  safety  to  the  countir  and 
justice  to  all  pardes  concerned.  In  rs- 
ference  to  an  observation  which  had  been 
made  with  respect  to  the  afloirs  of  India, 
as  connected  with  our  financial  difficultiei, 
he  should  observe  that  it  was  not  for  faim 
to  inquire  whether  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  specially  conceived  the  case  of  India 
when  he  was  framing  his  measure.  It 
was  enough  for  him  to  know  ihat  the  afiairi 
of  India  were  at  that  moment  such  as  to 
require  that  our  financial  means  ahould  he 
immediately  strengthened.  It  had  been 
stated  that  there  ought  to  be  a  distinction 
made  between  the  financial  loss  which  would 
result  from  the  oocurrences  in  the  East  and 
the  loss  of  human  life  that  had  resulted. 
God  forbid  he  should  inititule  any  compa- 
rison between  things  so  essentially  and 
widely  distinct  But  it  ought  to  be  recol- 
lected tbat  we  did  not  know  to  what  extent 
the  financial  defidencie*  might  be  increased 
in  cousequence  of  those  occurrences,  for  a 
great  deal  would  depend  upon  their  moral 
efiect  in  India.  It  was  upon  tbat  moral  effect 
that  it  would  depend  whether  the  additional 
financial  loss  would  be  great  or  small,  but 
whutever  might  be  our  ultimate  financial 
loss,  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  formi- 
dable danger  threatened  us  in  that  quaiv 
ter,  which  if  not  speedily  and  vigorously 
checked,  might  eventually  lead  to  the  Ion 
of  that  mighty  empire.  When  it  had  been 
urged  on  that  House  that  British  arms  had 
never  before  suffered  such  a  defeat,  it  was 
staled,   in  answer,  that  something  like  a 
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rimtlar  dinuter  hnd  occurred  during  the 
war  m  America.  Ye«,  but  he  (Mr.  Borth- 
widc)  would  aik,  did  they  not  lose  America 
■faortly  after  that  disaiter  }  Did  they  wish 
to  preserve  India  !  Then  it  was  necessary 
to  convince  those  upon  whom  those  occur- 
rencei  might  have  a  moral  effect,  that  Bri- 
tish valour  was  indomitable,  and  could  not 
be  overcome,  and  that  British  policj  was 
just  and  could  not  be  out-maniEUvred.  If 
It  were  neoessary  to  increase  the  number 
of  troops  in  India  and  China,  was  it  not 
also  necessarv  to  increase  the  means  by 
leplenishing  our  Exchequer?  Whatever 
might  he  said  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman who  spoke  last  as  to  the  course 
which  hon.  Members  who  supported  the 
measure  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  bad 
adopted,  he  (Mr.  ^rthwick)  could  say  for 
liimKlf  that  he  had  been  sent  to  that 
House  hy  hb  constituency  without  being 
bound  by  any  special  pledge  or  ties  as  to  his 
conduct  in  that  House,  and  he  ahould  there- 
fore ilways  give  his  most  mature  considera- 
tion to  any  proposal  for  the  improvement 
of  the  country,  without  reference  to  what 
minister  brought  it  forward.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  the  measures  which  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  proposed  ought  to  he 
taken  as  a  whole ;  and  that,  in  viewing 
his  exertions  to  supply  the  existing  defi- 
ciencies, they  ought  to  look  upon  bis  po- 
lity as  calculated  not  to  affect  a  tempo- 
nry  deficiency  alone,  bnt  also  to  affect 
the  ultimate  fortunes  of  this  great  coun- 
try. It  was  customary  to  hear  it  stated 
in  that  House  that  great  distress  existed 
amongst  the  commercial  community,  and 
that  that  distress  had  been  created  by  the 
Corn- laws.  But  when  hon.  Members 
made  statements  at  this  kind,  did  they  for- 
get what  changes  and  what  social  revo- 
lutions had  taken  place  in  great  empires! 
The  Peninsula  at  one  time  consumec 
14,000,00(U.  ofour  manufactures  annually, 
and  never  less  than  8,000,0001.  The  rero- 
lutions  that  had  taken  plsce  in  the  Peniu' 
sula  prevented  them  from  being  consumers 
of  the  manufactures  of  this  country  to  the 
extent  of  fifties  for  each  precedent  thou- 
•atid.  TlrUemiptitm.'^  He  threw  himself 
upon  tAe  indulgence  of  the  Houw.  He 
knew  the  inconvenience  of  the  hour,  but 
be  was  compelled  by  imperative  duly 
entreat  the  patience  of  the  House.  He  had 
for  every  successive  night  and  hour  of  the 
debate  sought  in  vain  for  the  Speaker's  eye, 
and  he  was  sure  the  House  would  now 
permit  him  to  proceed  with  the  few  obser- 
Tadoni  he  had  to  offer  in  ex^aaation  of 
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his  vote.  ^Cries  of  "Go  on"  and  of  "  Di- 
vide," and  of  "  Adjourn."]    if  he  found  he 

lid  not  proceed,  he  must  beg  leave  to 

ve  that  the  debate  be  now  adjourned. 
[Cries  of "  Go  on/*  ondo^"  Divide,"  onrf 
of  "  Adjourn."'!  Those  causes  which  ha 
had  enumerated  were  some  of  the  cauiei 
of  the  commercial  distress  and  not  the  Cora- 
l^UeneKedinterruplion.]  As  he  found 
that  certain  hon.  Members  were  determined 
interrupt  the  proceedings,    he  would 

V  move  ^hat  the  debate  be  adjonmed. 
ICrietof  "Divide,"  "  Bar,"*  "  Adjourn."] 

The  Speaker :  Am  I  to  understand  that 
the  hon.  Member  moves  the  adjournment 
of  the  debated 

Borlhn/ict  said  he  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  House.    [Cries  ^  "  Go  on."]     H« 
did  not  wish  on  the  one   hand  to  force 
himself  on  the  House  against  its  will,  but 
1  the  other  hand  he  would  not  consent  to 
ippress  the  arguments  which  he  was  pre- 
pared to  bring  ^rwaid.     He  would,  there* 
fore,  move  the  adjournment  of  the  debate, 
unless  the  House  would  give  him  a  hear- 
ig.    ^Criet  of  "  Spoke,"  "  Divide,"  and 
inlerrupiion.'] 

The  Speaker  then  put  the  question  of 
adjournment,  and  the  gallery  was  cleared 
for  a  division,  but  the  hon.  Member  wai 
called  on  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Bortkteick  confessed  he  was  sur- 
prised at  the  quarter  from  which  tbese  in- 
terruptions proceeded.  For  they  did  not 
come  from  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  but 
from  those  around  him,  who  with  this  sig- 
nal ingratitude  met  the  steady  services  of 
years  m  that  cause  which  they  pretended 
to  have  at  heart,  hut  did  not  understand; 
they  seemed  to  be  careless  of  the  distinc- 
tion conferred  upon  them  by  the  noblo 
Lord  opposite  of  having  heads  composed  of 
the  thick  day  whidi  they  imagined  they 
could  protect.  They  might  proved  in  this 
conduct,  unworthy  of  them  in  that  House 
and  of  any  but  them  out  of  it ;  they  might 
violate  courtesy,  decency,  and  gratitude  is 
safety,  for  they  could  not  affect  any  vote 
he  would  give  in  that  House.  He  had 
placed  himself  in  ungenerous  hands,  but 
he  bad  proved  for  years  that  his  conduct 
was  based  upon  principles  more  stable  than 
the  approbation  or  duapprobation  of  any 
party ;  and  he  trusted,  so  long  as  he  hod 
a  seat  in  that  House,  he  woiud  continue 
to  act  upon  the  same  principles.  He  could 
not  avoid  viewing  with  some  jealousy  the 
measure  which  had  been  submitted  to  the 
House  by  the  tight  hon.  Baronet.  If  the 
circumstances  of  tin  country  ohliged  tho , 
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light  hon.  Baronet  to  call  for  an  Income- 
tax,  not  of  3  but  of  30  percent.,  there 
WBi  no  amount  of  ucrifice  which  the  coun- 
try was  not  prepared  to  nibmit  to  when 
its  honour,  and  those  great  interests  of 
kumanltf  which  were  involved  in  its  ho- 
nour, o^ed  for  that  sacrifice.  He  be- 
lieved the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  ob- 
tain most  Tidily  the  amount  of  income 
which  he  required  But  he  could  not  look 
upon  the  Income-tax  or  the  tariff  which  the 
ruht  hon.  Baronet  had  proposed  without 
Tievriog  them  in  connexion  with  the  speech 
which  he  had  addresMd  to  his  constituents 
at  Tamworth,  and  through  them  to  the 
countrj.  In  that  speech  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  stated  that  he  saw  in  1830,  in 
eonsequence  of  events  in  France,  the  ne< 
eenitj  of  forming  a  great  paKy  in  this 
country,  which  should  be  made  up  of  mo- 
derate men  of  all  parties— that  it  should 
contain  sufficient  Conservative  spirit  to 
maintain  the  great  institutioni  of  the  coiin- 
tiT,  but  that  It  should  also  contain  suffici- 
ent liberality  of  sentiment  to  keep  pace 
with  the  spirit  and  necessities  of  the  times. 
This  spirit  had  been  greatly  changed  in  its 
character  and  ui^ency  by  continental 
changes.  We  were  now  in  a  peace  of  five 
and  twenty  years,  hut  it  has  been  and  is  a 
peace  of  feverish  and  troubled  excitement, 
like  the  uneasy  slumbers  of  one  on  whose 
aenses  press  the  changing  forms  of  some 
horrid  incubus.  In  that  time  the  greatest 
timmes  had  been  upset,  the  most  ancient 
lines  of  royalty  changed.  France)  Spain, 
Portugal  and  Holland  had  felt  the  efi^s 
of  this  spirit,  yet  in  some  sort  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  seemed  to  wish  that  England 
— aye'England,  who  had  crushed  mightier 
revolutions  than  that  of  1830  without 
yielding  to  their  influence,  should  in  a 
gnater  or  less  degree  adopt  the  current 
of  change.  He  for  one  could  not  avcnd 
looking  with  jealousy  to  any  party  hav- 
ing in  its  formation  any  portion,  how- 
ever little  of  that  spirit  of  change.  Since 
the  revolutions  of  France  in  1830,  Portu- 
gal, and  subsequently  Spain,  had  been  re- 
volutionized. This  was  a  great  cause  of 
the  commercial  distress  of  this  country,  as 
our  manufacturers  were  deprived  of  those 
markets  for  their  commodities  which  they 
had  heretofore  enjoyed.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Stockport  was  of  opinion  that  if  the 
Com-Iaws  were  done  away  with  altoge- 
ther, the  effect  would  be  to  cheapen  the 
poor  man's  loaf.  But  he  did  not  see  how, 
according  to  the  argument  of  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  opponte,  diat  could  bqipen. 
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The  argument  used  on  the  part  of  the  ma- 
nufacturers was,  that  they  would  be  ena- 
bled to  compete  on  better  terms  with  fo- 
reigners if  the  Corn-laws  were  repealed. 
How  could  this  result  follow  from  the  re., 
peal  of  the  Com-laws,  unlets  by  lowering 
wageH,  and  if  wages  were  reduced,  where 
would  be  the  advantage  to  the  operative  f 
He  felt  that  agriculture  was  the  base  on 
which  rested  the  stability  of  thnr  throne 
and  their  constitution.  It  was  therefore 
that  ho  looked  with  jealousy  on  these  pro- 
positions of  the  right  hon.  BoroneL  The 
measures  were,  however,  of  a  magnitude 
proportioned  to  the  magnitude  of  existing 
evils,  and  bad  this  great  recommendation 
—that  tbe^  were  calculated  to  give  present 
and  immediate  relief.  ATI  the  other  plana 
that  had  been  propoaed  were  inadequate. 
They  might  go  on  increasing  the  deficiency 
for  a  whOe,  but  that  would  only  lead  to 
still  more  inextricable  embarrassments. 
For  these  reasons  he  should,  on  the  whole 
view  of  the  case,  vote  with  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  though  he  was  not  unaware  that 
his  proposals  contained  many  evils  in  detail. 
What  had  occurred  that  night  would 
prove  that  hu  vote,  was  an  independent 
one,  as  it  ever  should  be  white  he  con- 
tinued to  hold  a  seat  in  that  House. 
Mr.  W.  Aldam  moved  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate. 
The  question  having  been  put, 
Sir  R.  Peel  said  :  Sir,  I  da  not  mean 
to  resist  the  hon.  Gentleman's  motion  for 
adjournment,  but  1  must  express  mj  re- 
gret that  the  House  does  not  feel  itself  in 
a  siluatmn  to  pronounce  to-night  on  the 
report  on  the  resolutions.  There  have 
already  been  four  nighu'  debaU  on  the 
resolutions,  and  three  I  believe  on  the  re- 
pott.  Regretting,  then,  as  1  do,  that  wa 
ate  not  lo  come  to  a  decision  to-oigbl,  1 
do  hope  that,  by  to-morrow  night,  the 
House  will  feel  that  there  has  been  suffi- 
cient debating  on  the  subject  I  wiah,  aa 
soon  aa  possible  to  bring  in  the  bill,  in 
order  that  I  may  be  able  to  submit  to  the 
House  the  propositions  with  reipect  to  the 
tariff.  The  House,  will  fee)  that,  ccnai- 
dering  the  connection  between  the  In- 
come-tax and  the  tariff,  the  remissions  in 
taxation  which  are  to  be  proposed,  and 
the  relaxation  in  the  taxes  on  raw  mate- 
rials and  elements  of  maoufactUTes,  I  can- 
not well  bring  on  the  tariff  until  Uieie  is 
some  nndetatanding  whether  or  not  it  will 
pass  the  Income-tax.  The  matter  does 
not  rest  with  me.    I  regret  the  uncertainty 
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thai  muit  exist  pending  the  diKUition  of 
these  meuurei.  U  would,  of  cqqtk,  be 
■onponible  to  expect  that  a  deciiion  would 
be  come  to  with  undue  precipitancy ;  but 
I  mut  reiterate  my  hope  that,  after  eight 
nightt'  debate  prerioui  to  the  bringing  in 
of  the  bill,  it  will  be  cooiidered  that  the 
■ubject  has  been  aufficientlj  diicuued. 
I  hope,  too,  that  under  the  peculiar  cir- 
Guniitancea  of  thii  propoeitbn,  and  it 
being  desirable  that  it  should  be  proceeded 
with  Bi  little  interruption  as  possible — I 
hope,  I  say,  that  their  sense  of  Ihe  public 
eoDvenienoe  will  indues  hon.  Gentlemen 
i^poaite  who  have  motions  for  to-morrow, 
to  have  the  goodness  to  allow  precedence 
la  the  renewal  of  thia  debate.  This  re- 
quest, I  do  thiolc,  is  not  an  unreasonable 
one,  considering  that  the  present  is  an 
M  timuK  proceeding  essential  to  the  in- 
troduction of  the  bill.  It  is,  therefore,  to 
be  hoped  that  hon.  Gentlemen  will  per- 
mit it  to  be  resumed  at  an  earl;  period  of 
the  enaing,  in  order  that  it  may  be 
brooght  to  a  conclusion  to-morrow  night. 
Thia  must  depend  oa  the  course  pursued 
by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  but  I  hope 
that  even  those  who  are  most  iirenuously 
opposed  to  the  measure,  aod  the  noble 
Lord  himself,  will  think  that  this  request 
ii  only  fair. 

Mr  Matternum  felt  it  to  be  a  grievous 
disappointment  on  tbe  present  occasion, 
to  be  forced  to  depart  without  the  House 
having  come  to  a  division.  He  had  the 
honour  at  being  one  of  tbe  representativea 
of  the  City  of  London,  and  it  was  bis  duty 
to  state  that  bis  constituents  felt  it  to  be  a 
great  grievance  that  the  House  did  not 
coma  to  some  cooclusion  upon  the  subject 
under  its  notice.  He  had  the  honour  of 
representing  in  part  the  commercial  in- 
terests of  tbe  great  city  for  which  he  was 
a  Member,  and  he  most  say  that  the  stag- 
nation which  existed  in  commerce  was 
aoch  that,  if  boo.  Members  were  aware  of 
the  inconvenience  it  caused,  they  would 
aot  hesitate  about  continuing  the  debate 
to  a  still  later  hour  than  that  which  they 
had  then  arrived  at.  He  was  sorry  to  in- 
trude upon  the  House,  bnt  he  could  not 
leave  it  without  expressing  his  conviction 
that  ita  separation,  night  after  night, 
without  a  division,  was  most  detrimeotsl 
to  the  commercial  interests  of  the  country. 

Sir  Waltar  Jama  concurred  with  the 
boa.  Oentlemau,  the  Member  for  the  City 
of  London,  in  whathe  bad juststated.  The 
<U1«7  vhidi  l»d  beea  expenenced  Id  ptO' 
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ceediag  with  the  measure  before  the  House 
had  been  deeply  felt  by  tbe  commeioial 
world.  He  would  remmd  the  House  of 
the  season  of  the  year.  It  was  spring— 
Ihe  period  at  which  great  merchants  were 
sendiag  vessels  to  all  parts  of  the  world. 
Hqu.  Geatlemen  could  have  little  idea  of 
the  extent  of  the  injury  inflicted  upon  the 
wealthier  of  the  commercial  classes  by  the 
delay  which  was  taking  place  in  the  pro- 
gress of  commercial  legislation,  and  he 
would  remind  hon.  Gentlemeo  opposita 
who  profess  to  feel  such  interest  in  the 
cause  of  the  pom-,  that  it  was  impoasibia 
that  the  depression  fell  in  commerce  did 
not  extend  to  all  classes  of  the  community. 

Lord  yoAM  Rvnell  also  legralted  that 
the  debate  had  not  been  brought  to  a 
close ;  but  althaugh  be  was  fully  sensible 
of  the  inconvenience  its  protraction  might 
have  the  tStct  of  occasioning,  yet  atill  he 
could  not  but  expect  that  upon  a  great 
question  like  the  present  many  bun.  Gen- 
tlemen who  had  not  yet  spoken  should 
still  be  anxious  to  deliver  tneir  opinions. 
Ha  felt,  however,  great  confidence  that 
the  debate  would  close  to-morrow — at 
least  in  so  far  as  his  resolutions  were  con- 
cerned. Of  course,  he  was  not  aware  of 
the  intentions  of  other  hon.  Members  who 
had  notices  of  motion  on  the  paper;  but 
he  trusted,  that  every  facility  would  be 
given  by  those  hon.  Gentlemen  to  the 
House  pronouncing  its  deciiiou  to-morrow 
night.  The  hon.  Member  for  Liskeard 
made  an  able  speech,  and  if  a  Minister 
had  replied  to  it  that  would  probably  have 
conduced  to  bring  about  a  division. 

Mr.  M.  PAiitps  said,  that  the  country 
bad  waited  with  the  ulmost  anxiety  for 
the  measures  of  the  Government  for  five 
dreary  months.  Now,  that  an  Income- 
tax  was  proposed  as  a  means  for  obviating 
tbe  difficulties  of  the  country,  iostead  of 
the  measures  brought  forward  by  tbe  late 
Government  last  year.  Members  on  that 
(the  Opposition)  side  of  the  House  could 
not  make  up  their  minds  to  accede  to  it 
with  so  much  alacrity  as  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  who  bad  thrown  themselves  into 
the  aims  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet. 

Sir  R.  Peel  was  not  aware  that  he  had 
said  anything  to  justify  the  tone  of  tbe 
hon.  Member  who  spoke  last.  If  the 
boo.  Member  could  be  aware  of  the  num- 
ber of  communications  which  he  received 
complaining  of  the  slow  pn^ress  which 
was  made  with  tbe  measures  introduced 
by  the  Qoremmeut,  be  would  not  be  mr* ' ' 
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priuJ  at  the  aiixiety  which  lie  mnnifeitcd 
upon  ihe  Bubjeci.  Helliought  the  House 
vat  justified  in  taking  ample  liine  to  con- 
■ider  thii  psMicular  meature,  but  he  must 
coofess  he  thought  it  wag  hardly  fair  to 
tha  country  that  the  efficient  debating 
should  be  limited  to  about  two  hours. 
When  he  moved  the  Order  of  the  Day 
for  resuming  the  debate,  at  hair-pasl 
eight  o'clock  that  evening,  there  were 
only  forty-eight  Membera  in  the  House. 
He  admitted,  that  there  were  as  many  on 
one  side  of  the  House  is  the  other.  How- 
ever, he  thought  it  would  be  more  satis- 
factory  to  the  country,  if  instead  of  these 
repealed  adjoDmments,  they  were  to  pro- 
ceed with  a  debate  in  g;ood  earnest,  and 
then  divide. 

Debate  adjoumed. 

HooH  adjourned. 


MONS) 

morning, 


Mr.  Bankei. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wedneiday,  April  13,  1842. 

KlRDTH.]     BrLU.     VitaM.—V-  Onat  Nolfll  «f  E^ 

lUHl  (Clumca  and  lUnl«pool  Juncdon)  RidlinLy  (No.  l)i 

Ib]H>rUif,-W>1UThUl  tndoNnj 


tgdBt  tbc  tmpoiutkia  or  FoiclgB  CUtb  sml 
tiaa  ChoO],  tMiA  LhuKho  Biriglii,  i«itaut  Uh  pRMot 
Sjilem  <A  EdiKMtco  (Iielmd).— From  DKlinglUB, 
■gilnit  uj  funha  Oiut  to  MajtiooUi  College.— FTam 


t  l<U>l*li7  to  li>iU*.~rn]m 


poriatlcn  of  Lolber,  and 

tat  Oh  Dbsoungaaait 

Kvthampton,  la  fkvour 

Flnuciil  Sdumn.— From  Pkhdd.  ind  BoLloi>-Ut-UooTi. 

Av  Iba  Repal  of  Um  Union  with  Iiriaod.— Prnm  Dublin, 

agalHt  the  Radualun  o(  Uie  Duly  on  Sailed  PiniriAu. 

mltaUon  of  Ih*  SIb  oT  Wood  (Uoired  lo  be  [mponcd, 
Old  asitaut  any  Expon  Dutr  on  Coali  oniuintd  by  Bri- 
lilh  SloLDi  Vqfdi  oa  their  Voyase  to  and  from  Ford^ 
Focn.— From  Stnllon,  eoinplaitiuig  of  Abiuei  lo  Ih* 
GDatUn  Choltin.— Frm  J.  EUwIlBI,  l^aiiiM  the  BuUd- 
Ing)*  lUiulaUan  (No.  I)  BlU. 

Wakefield  Committee— Mr. 
Bankes.]  An  faon.  Member  acquainted 
the  House  that  Mr.  O,  Bankes,  who  was 
yesterday  committed  to  the  custody  of  the 
Sergeant-at-Anns  for  non-attendance  when 
the  Wakefield  Election  Committee  was 
called  over  for  the  purpose  of  being  sworn, 
was  conHned  to  his  bed  by  indisposition, 
and  a  medical  gentleman  wasin  attendance 
to  give  evidence  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Jackson  (Mr.  Bankes's  medical 
attendant)  was  called  to  the  bar,  and 
Stated  that  be  bad  mcd  Mr,  Baakes  Ibat 


id  found  him  labouring  under 
11  tuck,  Bliend«d  with  feTcr. 
)  was  too  ill  to  attend  lo  bit 
duly  in  the  House  of  Commons.  He 
thought  thai  Mr.  Bankes  would  oot  be 
able  to  attend  for  four  or  five  days.  Mr. 
Bankei  told  him  that  he  had  been  unwell 
for  about  ten  days. 

Lord  G.  iSDmerret  said,  that  considering 
the  evidence  given  by  the  medical  gen- 
tleman, he  thought  he  should  not  be 
deemed  to  encourage  the  non -alien dance 
of  Members  struck  for  election  committees 
if  he  moved  that  Mr.  G.  Bankes  be  dis- 
charged from  the  custody  of  ihe  Sergeant- 
at-Arms  without  payment  of  feea. 

Sir  G.  Grey  did  not  mean  to  make  the 
■lightest  objection  lo  the  motion,  but  ha 
thought  it  would  be  very  desirable,  whan 
any  hon.  Member  was  in  such  a  state  of 
health  as  to  prevent  his  attendance,  that 
he  should  get  some  Friend  to  apply  to 
the  House  for  leave  of  absence. 

Ad  hon.  Member  observed,  that  though 
he  would  not  object  to  the  present 
motion,  he  thought  that  in  other  cases 
soote  Strang  notice  ought  lo  be  taken  by 
the  House  of  the  absence  of  a  Member, 
nnless  it  was  satisfactorily  explained. 
Parlies  were  put  to  enormons  expense* 
by  the  absence  of  Members  stnick  for 
election  committees. 

Mr.  Barnard  trusted  that  no  Member 
who  had  been  ill  for  ten  days  would  be 
discharged  without  payment  of  fees,  for 
he  ought  to  have  informed  the  House  of 
his  illness. 

Lord  0.  Simertet  said,  he  had  been 
informed  that  it  was  Mr.  O.  Bankei's 
intention  lo  be  in  the  House  last  Monday, 
and  that  his  illness  was  aggravated  by 
travelling  to  (own  for  that  purpose, 

Mr.  Labouchere  said,  that  if  it  had 
been  Mr.  Baukes's  intention  to  attend, 
and  if  be  was  prevented  by  illness,  it 
would  be  too  hard  to  make  hin  pay  bis 
fees;  but  be  hoped  it  would  not  go  forth 
that  Ihe  House  was  disposed  to  deal 
lightly  with  these  offences,  and  to  accept 
light  and  trivial  excuses  for  noo-atteQ* 
dance. 

The  motion  "  That  Mr.  O.  Bankes  be 
discha^ied  from  the  custody  of  die  Sar> 
geant-al-Arms  without  payment  of  fees* 
was  agreed  to. 

The  Members  of  the  Wakefield  Election 
Committee  were  discharged  from  further 
altendance,incoDfequenceof  Hr.  Baskes'a 
abfencei  and  the  FetitioDi  uid  Liitt  i^ 
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ferred  back  to  the  General  Commitlee  of 
Election!. 

ThbTabipf— TiMBBB.]  S'u  H.  Doug- 
Uu  wished  to  aik  tbe  right  hon.  Geolie- 
mnti  the  Vice-PrHident  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  vhethei  ihere  was  an;  objectioa 
or  anj  difficult;  in  obtaining  tbe  infor- 
mation required  in  tbe  notice  of  moiion 
which  he  had  given  on  the  12ih  instant, 
for  a  return  of  foreign  wood  entered  for 
home  conaumplion  in  tbe  year  ending  the 
dih  day  of  Janoary,  1842,  classifying 
each  article  according  to  the  existing 
tariff,  stating  quantities,  retes  of  duty, 
and  amounts  of  duty  received  thereon, 
reapectively ;  also  the  mode  by  which 
each  article  classed  by  tale  has  been 
computed  into  losds,  so  as  to  arrive  at  an 
a?erage  rate  of  4I<.  per  load ;  and  he 
wished  also  to  ask  whether  all  descriptions 
of  wood  were  included  in  the  calculation, 
BO  as  to  materially  affect  the  average. 

Mr.  GladitOKt  said,  in  answer  to  the 
question  of  the  hon.  Member,  tt  was  right 
to  say  that  there  was  do  objection  what- 
ever on  the  part  of  the  Go*erQment  to 
the  production  of  a  return  of  the  descrip- 
tion asked  for,  unless  he  might  call  an 
objeciion  the  fact  of  its  being  impractic- 
able. It  was  not  in  tbe  power  of  the 
revenue  department,  which  took  cogni- 
zance of  timber  imported  from  abroad 
during  the  last  year  only  with  reference 
to  certain  lengths  and  dimensions,  so  to 
take  the  measure  of  it  as  to  compute  with 
accuracy  the  cubical  contents  of  timber 
ao  imported.  He  believed  that  what  was 
stated  by  his  right  hon.  Friend  was,  that 
the  actual  average  duty  levied  on  woods 
of  all  kinds  was  between  41i.  and  42t. 
a  load;  but  that  was  a  computation 
Decessarily  unofficial,  and  rested  on  the 
statement  of  persona  connected  with  the 
trade.  There  was,  hnwever,  very  little 
doubt  of  the  fact,  that  the  average  of 
wood  from  tbe  Baltic,  so  far  as  it  was 
calculated  cabically,  paid  somewhere 
aboni  42<.  per  load.  Aa  to  the  latter 
part  of  the  question,  he  bad  no  doubt  that 
inferior  descriptions  of  wood  were  iucluded 
■a  that  average,  and  the  effect  of  that 
was  to  lower  the  average  by  a  sum  of 
■bout  3f.  When  the  proposition  was 
made  by  his  right  hon.  Friend,  it  was 
first  proposed  to  tax  timber  and  deals  in 
two  classes,  and,  as  he  stated  in  his 
speech,  latbwood  was  to  be  rated  at  20s. 
)Mi  losdi  but  it  was  bnod  tiwl  witb 


respect  to  certain  classes  of  wood  it  would 
be  impracticable,  escept  with  tbe  greatest 
incoDveaience,  to  take  the  duty  in  tbe 
way  proposed:  and,  therefore,  in  revising 
tbe  tarin,  the  smaller  classes  of  wood  had 
been  placed  by  themselves  under  a  diffe- 
rent heading  of  duty,  which  would  be 
found  to  be  considerably  lower  than  that 
proposed  by  his  right  hon.  Friendi  whilst 
in  deals  and  sawn  woods  in  general  the 
duty  had  been  raised  from  35*.  to  38t, 
Subject  at  an  end. 

Gkeat  Maxlow  Elbctidr,]  Mr. 
T.  Dunoombe,  in  riling  to  move,  according 
to  the  notice  he  had  given,  that  Richard 
Gibbons  be  called  to  the  bar,  reprimanded 
by  Mr.  Speaker,  and  dischai^d,  hoped 
he  might  be  allowed  to  present  a  petition 
which  he  bad  received  that  morning,  aad 
which  was  signed  by  several  respectable 
individuals  acquainted  with  Mr.  Gibbons. 
The  petitioners  were  inhabitants  of  Great 
Marlow  and  its  neighbourhood,  and  they 
stated  that  they  bad  known  Mr.  Gibbons 
for  several  years  ;  that  they  believed  him 
to  be  a  person  totally  incapable  of  com- 
mitting perjury,  or  giving  false  testimony 
in  order  to  mislead  any  committee  of 
that  House,  and  praying  the  House  to 
treat  him  with  leniency,  and  take  into 
consideration  the  motion  he  was  about  to 
make.  The  petition  was  signed  by  Sir 
G,  Nugent,  the  Rev.  A.  Clayton,  Mr. 
Hickman,  Sir  C.  East,  Sir  W.  Clayton, 
Mr.  Scott  Murray,  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  county  of  Bucks,  and  others.  He 
would  only  preface  what  he  had  to  say  in 
mitigaiiun  of  the  error  Mr.  Gibbons  had 
committed  by  stating,  thai  he  bad  no  per- 
sonal acquaintance  with  that  individual, 
and  that,  were  he  not  satisfied  from  tbe 
representations  of  Gentlemen  who  knew 
him,  confirmed  as  they  were  by  those  per- 
sona who  had  signed  this  petition,  be 
should  not  have  considered  the  station  in 
life  which  Mr.  Gibbons  filled,  or  his  being 
a  wealthy  man,  but  should  at  once  have 
refused  to  advocate  bis  cause ;  because 
he  thought  that  a  person  holding  such 
a  position  in  society  as  Mr.  Gibbons, 
ought  to  suffer  for  such  an  oSence  a  pu- 
nidiment  ten  times  more  severe  than  aa 
individual  in  a  humbler  station  of  life. 
He  was,  however,  convinced  that  the 
individual  in  qnestioo  did  not  inland  to 
give  false  testimony  to  tlie  commitlee,  and 
had  no  intention  thereby  to  pervert  tlia 
endi  gf  JDitice.    Mr.  Qibbooi  itttad  m  c 
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tba  coaimittM,  merely  senteDcing  him  to 
Newgale  woold  not  be  sofficient,  bat  the 
AttorDey-eenenil  should  be  ioitructed  to 
proHoute  him  for  peijnry.    Bat  hewoold 

t'utt  read  one  qaestioD  that  was  put  to 
lim  on  the  last  day  whea  hi>  attention 
wai  called  to  th«  conflict iog  italementa  he 
b«d  made.  The  hon.  Member  ivaa  then 
procaeding  to  read  from  the  svidonce,  whea 

The  i^MoAer  laid,  the  kon.  Momber 
coold  not  read  evidence  which  waa  not 
yet  before  ihe  Hooae. 

Mr.  Duiuamit:  Well,  be  eouM  only 
aty,  that  thii  witneaa  waa  namined  and 
badgered  for  an  hour  and  a  half  by  tbo 
cotmieli  and  what  occaried,  w  far  aa  he 
could  recollect,  on  that  ocoaiion  wm 
this,  that  when  he  waa  asked,  "  la  that  a 
trneaniwer?  Do  you  admit  that  that 
conflicts  with  what  you  stated  on  a  former 
day  V  be  aaid,  "  Thia  is  a  true  anawer, 
and  if  I  auted  to  the  contrary  of  that  on 
a  former  day,  I  mast  have  been  raisander' 
stood  and  raisr^resented."  The  room 
wsa  then  cleared,  and  the  committee 
immediately,  without  giviog  any  notice  to 
tbe  wilneaa,  came  to  the  resolution  whtcb 
waa  stated  to  the  House  by  tbe  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  South  Devon- 
shire, TJlv— 


bis  petition  that  he  was  called  before  tbe 
committee  on  Tuesday,  tbe  6th  of  April, 
(O  give  evidence  with  rwsrd  to  the  vote 
of  a  person  named  Charlea  Oibbons,  and 
tbat,  having  given  hia  evidence,  he  was 
subjected  to  a  severe  cross-examination  by 
the  connsel  for  the  petitioners,  and  in  the 
coarse  of  it  was  incidentally  examined  on 
natters  relative  to  the  canvau  of  other 
voters  not  material  to  the  iasne  then  before 
the  committee.  It  appeared  that  Ifaa  vote  of 
Charlea  Gibbons  was  disposed  of,  and  this 
individual  waslheneiamined  with  reference 
to  the  oanvaia  of  two  voters  named  Pusey 
and  Povey ;  and  whatever  evidence  he 
gave  relative  to  tbem  was  not  material  to 
uw  qneation  then  before  tbe  committee. 
Very  little  attention  was  apparently  paid 
by  Ihe  committee  or  tbe  counsel  on  either 
ude  to  his  evidence  as  to  those  two  voters ; 
bat  on  the  Thursday  fbllowing  he  was 
again  sumoioned  to  give  evidence  on  the 
vote  of  Povey,  by  the  ^ent  of  the  peti- 
tioaers;  and  not,  ai  misstated  in  the  pro- 
cecdittga  of  tba  committee,  by  the  agent 
of  Sir  W.  Clayton.  That  made  a  material 
difference,  fbr  the  House  would  lemark 
that  if  he  had  been  aware  of  having  given 
any  ftlse  testimony,  it  was  not  very  likely 
tiiat  this  individad  wonid  have  almost 
volontewed  to  be  called  again,  when  hii 
peijary  ni^l  be  so  latisfiictorily  proved. 
On  the  Hiutsdayt  then,  he  went  before 
the  committee,  and  stated  that  Povey  had 
been  canvassed  by  him,  which  was  con- 
trary to  hia  former  aielement  on  tba 
Tnesday.  He  said  in  his  petitimi  tbat  he 
waa  unused  to  examination  in  a  court  of 
justice,  and  that  in  his  eiaminstion  he  was 
further  confused  between  the  name*  of 
Povey  and  Posey.  He  admitted  tbat  his 
two  statements  were  contradictory,  but 
denied  that  be  had  made  them  with  any 
disbonest  or  corrupt  intent  wilfolly  to 
mislead  the  House  or  defeat  tbe  ends  of 
testice.  Ha  then  in  his  petition  expressed 
his  deep  nmt  and  contrilbn  for  his  said 
error  and  tmencc,  and  prayed  tbe  House 
to  deal  leniently  with  him.  He  woald 
not  trouble  the  Hoase  with  the  mass  of 
evidence  all  relatio|f  to  tbe  examination 
of  this  unfintunate  witness,  bat  if  hon. 
Members  read  the  examination  in  chief, 
and  tba  dneiiexaiwinatioo  of  Mr.  Qibbons, 
they  mold  be  ■urprised  to  see  tbe  kind  of 
ordeal  to  wbich  he  bad  been  snlgected. 
It  was  safficient  to  confnia  any  man. 
If  a  person  in  Mr.  Oibbons's  position  in 
life  bid  gtrm  fall*  avidnioa  to  mislwid 


"That  in  the  opinion  of  thii  committee 
Richard  Oibbooi  has  been  piiltj  of  wilhllj 
living  false  evidence  in  hit  examination  before 
them;  that  tbe  chairman  do,  b;  warrant 
under  hii  hand,  commil  the  nid  Bicbaid  Gib- 
bou  to  the  custody  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms 
to  await  the  pleasure  of  the  House." 

In  bis  (Hr.  Duncombe's)  opinion  it  was 
unjust  toward  this  individual,  that  the 
committee  ahould  have  coma  to  such  a 
reaolulion  without  giving  him  any  oppor- 
tunity of  explaining  that  which  be  believed 
he  would  satiafactorily  have  explaioed  if 
be  had  been  called  before  tbem.  He  found 
by  the  act  passed  last  year  by  the  right  boa. 
Baronet  opposite  (Sir  R.  Peel)  that  if  any 
witness  before  such  a  committee  should 
give  false  testimony  or  nrevaricate,  the 
chairman  might  commit  nim  to  tbe  c«a- 
lody  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arma ;  bat  he 
must  say,  the  committee  seemed  to  have 
gone  too  far  in  sayiitg  tbat  this  witness 
was  guilty  of  wilfully  giving  folse  evidence. 
That  might  have  been  their  opinion,  bat 
beforo  they  condemned  tbe  man,  they 
iDght  to  have  beard  him  once  more  in 
explanation  of    Ihtf  atalements  be    bad 

'e.  He  believed  tbat  the  witness  was 
iKTcr  wxe  Mtonisbcd  tbia  whan,  upoi 
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leaving  the  room,  he  was  immediately 
laid  hold  of  by  the  Sergeant- at- At  ma, 
brought  to  the  bar  of  this  Houie,  and  sent 
instanter  to|Newgflte ;  and  yet,  not  to  that 
moment  had  he  been  allowed  any  oppor- 
tunity or  explaining  his  answers  to  the 
House.  On  the  part  of  this  indiTitlual, 
he  offered  this  explanation.  The  House 
would  deal  with  him  at  they  thought 
proper ;  but  as  he  confessed  that  he  was 
m  erroTj  and  stated  that  he  had  no 
teotion  to  defeat  the  ends  of  justice,  he 
riioald  move  that  he  be  brought  to  the 
bar,  reprimanded  by  Mr.  Speaker,  and 
discharged. 

Sir  /.  y.  Butter  was  very  sorry  that  he 
eould  not  concur  in  the  motbn  of  the 
ban.  Member  tor  Finabury,  recommend- 
ing this  person  to  the  lenitnt  considera- 
tion of  the  House :  and  he  took  that  coarse 
firom  (he  strong  conviction  upon  his  own 
mind,  and  the  mind  of  every  other  mem- 
ber of  the  committee,  that  this  gentleman, 
mpeetable  though  he  might  be,  as  was 
attealed  by  those  perwns  who  signed  the 
petition  in  his  fkvonr,  not  only  gave  evi- 
dence incorrect  in  truth,  but  gave  it  wil- 
htlly.  Mr.  Gibbons  sheltered  himself  by 
uyfng,  that  he  was  excessively  conFused 
at  the  lime  he  made  the  statement  in 
question,  but  be  would  call  the  atlentioo 
of  the  House  to  the  fact,  that  when  Mr. 
Gibbons  gave  that  evidence  on  the  £rh  of 
April,  it  was  at  a  period  when  he  was 
perfectly  cool  and  collected,  and  not  at  a 
time  when  he  was  ordered  by  the  com- 
mittee to  be  brought  before  them  forth- 
with; and  one  of  the  strongest  circtim- 
stances  that  weighed  with  the  committee 
wet,  that  when  he  was  called  in  on  the 
second  occasion  he  contradicted  the  whnle 
of  his  ftanner  evidence.  No  roan  who 
went  before  a  coniBiittee  determined  to 
■peak  the  truth  need  be  afraid;  there  was 
but  one  way  of  telling  the  truth,  and  what 
was  the  truth  on  Tuesday  was  the  truth 
on  Thuraday.  With  regard  to  his  being 
confused,  by  being  taken  on  another  part 
of  the  evidence,  as  to  the  votes  of  Povey 
and  Pusey,  he  must  saVi  that  there  ap- 
peared no  confusion  in  the  witness's  man- 
ner when  he  was  asked  the  qnestion  on 
the  Tuesday.  No  one  could  belp  regret- 
ting to  find  «  person  in  Hr.  Oibbons's 
position  guilty  of  givingincorract  evidence. 
Wben  such  a  petition  as  this  was  presented 
in  his  tavottr  be  muat  be  supposed  to  be  a 
respectable  man,  and  it  must,  therefore, 
be  a  mtttcT  of  pain  to  the  coBatnittee  to 


be  obliged  to  say,  that  he  had  wilfully 
given  false  evidence.  With  regard  to  the 
word  "ifilful"  in  the  resolution  of  the 
committee,  it  might  perhaps  be  a  little  too 
strong  an  expression.  All  that  they  meant 
to  express  was,  that  Mr.  Gibbons  did,  to 
a  certain  extent,  know  thai  he  was  not 
speaking  the  exact  truth  before  the  com- 
roittee ;  and  such  certainly  was  the  impres- 
sion on  his  mind.  It  would  not  perhaps 
be  well  for  any  other  than  a  legal  Member 
to  recommend  the  indictment  of  this  indi- 
vidual for  perjury;  but  certainly  that 
punishment  which  he  bad  hitherto  received 
was  utterly  inadequate.  This  was  the 
first  ease  of  so  serious  a  nature  which  had 
occurred  ;  and,  therefore,  the  House  was 
required  to  make  en  exam[de.  Sorry, 
therefore,  as  he  was  to  take  any  course 
savouring  of  severity,  his  sense  of  duty 
constrainedhimoD  this  occasion  to  adopt  it. 

Mr.  Cowper  as  a  member  of  tha  com> 
raittee  felt  bound  to  declare  his  concoN 
rence  in  the  opinion  just  ex)»«sBed;  he 
could  not  conceal  from  himself  the  con* 
viclton  that  the  person  in  question  had 
most  deliberately  spoken  falsely,  and, 
painful  M  It  was  to  apply  to  any  person 
the  term  "  perjured,"  he  could  not  avoid 
applying  it  in  the  present  case.  Nor  was  it 
possible  to  forget,  that  however  thia  indi- 
vidual's case  might  excite  commiseration, 
it  admitted  of  no  palliatbn,  for  his  cir- 
cumstances bad  been  such  as  to  leave  him 
nnder  no  temptation  to  commit  so  aerioiM 
an  offence.  Confinement  for  so  abort  a 
time  as  one  week  could  by  no  one  be 
deemed  an  adequate  punishment  for  snch 
a  case.  It  was  a  question  with  him  whe- 
ther the  individnal  ought  not  to  be  prose- 
cuted for  perjury.  This  was  a  point, 
however,  which  could  not  be  decided 
until  the  evidence  had  been  printed. 

Sir  W.  Heathcote,  as  another  member 
of  the  committee,  begged  to  state,  that 
the  false  evidence  had  consisted  in  direct 
contradiction,  upon  a  long  series  of  ques- 
tions, most  deliberately  answered;  and 
the  offence  had  been  aggravated  by  tha 
petition  presented. 

Mr.  Lobouchere  placed  confidence  in 
the  declarations  of  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  had  been  on  the  committee :  who 
had  had  better  opportunities  of  forming  a 
just  decision  as  to  the  nature  of  the  evi- 
dence given  before  them  than  could  any 
other  members  posseM. 

Mr.  Ckildera  confirmed  the  atatemenla 
made  by  other  memben  of  the  comminoet  '■• 
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Sir  R.  Peel  concurred  in  relying  no  the 
declaTBtioiis  o(  tbe  hon.  Members  who 
had  been  on  tbe  committee — who  hid 
joined  in  characteriiing  this  person's  evi- 
dence as  wiirullj  false.  Though  the  evi- 
dence ought  to  be  printed,  yet  other  hon. 
Memben  would,  even  then,  be  unable  to 
arrive  at  so  just  a  conclusion  as  were  those 
hon.  Members  who  had  been  on  the  com- 
miltee.  As  to  this  person's  being  respect- 
able in  station,  that  instead  of  an  eicase 
or  raitigatioQ,  was  a  great  aggravation  of 
Ihe  crime, 

Mr.  O'Comull  agreed  entirely  with  the 
right  hon.  Baronet.  There  was  only  one 
coDceivable  supposition  in  this  man's 
fovonr, — that  as  he  had  declared  on  one 
day  a  long  series  of  facts  to  be  false, 
which  he  nad  just  a  day  or  two  before 
declared  to  be  true,  there  roust  be  some 
af^tioa  of  his  intellect,  and  that  positive 
fatuity,  if  not  something  worse,  had  been 
ibe  cause  of  his  conduct.  However,  the 
partitanihip  of  electioneering  was  too  often 
qtlitfl  reckless,  and  that  might  have  been 
the  case  here.  As  to  liberating  him,  it 
was  quite  out  of  the  queition,  of  course ; 
but  he  could  not  remain  for  ever  in  cus- 
tody; aod  the  best  course  would  be  to 
print  tbe  evidence. 

Mr.  T.  Duncombe  emphatically  dis- 
claimed the  idea  that  ihe  respectable  sitna- 
tioD  in  life  of  thra  individual  at  all  mitiga- 
ted^-on  the  contrary,  it  aggravated  his 
oBence.  But  perhaps  the  hon.  and  learned 
Solicitor-general,  to  whom  the  evidence 
bad  been  submitted,  would  state  whether 
it  was  sufficient  (o  ground  an  indictment 
for  peijury  on ;  seeing  that,  if  such  were 
the  case,  Ihe  proper  course  would  be,  in- 
stead of  keeping  the  man  in  custody,  to 
itrotecute  him  at  once.  He  had  brought 
(ffward  the  case  solely  at  the  instigation 
of  tbe  bon.  Gentlemen  who  had  declared 
thoir  bvourable  opinion  of  the  individual 
in  question.  Of  course,  in  deference  to 
the  general  feeling  of  the  House,  be  should 
withdraw  the  motion. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

Sir  J.  Y.  SuUer  moved  that  the  mianles 
of  proceedmgs  and  evidence  taken  before 
the  Great  Marlow  Election  Committee  be 
laid  before  tbe  House. 

The  iSbfictfor-GeaeroI  said,  the  evidence 
had  only  just  been  delivered  to  him,  and 
he  bad  not  bad  an  opportunity  of  looking 
at  it.  But  be  begged  it  to  be  understood 
that  the  quettion  was  whether  the  allega- 
i  bMD  OMleTial  in  tbe  caie;  if 
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not,  no  indictment  for  perjury 
maintained;  yel,  he  need    not  say, 
dence  might,  under  such  circumstances, 
be  deserving,  from  its  falsity,  of  the  puoiib- 
ment  of  that  House. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

LoftD  Mayor  of  Dublin.]  Mr.  W. 
S.  O'Brien  begged  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  at  the  head  of  the  Government, 
if  it  were  intended  to  offer  to  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  Dublin  an  honour  similar  to 
that  which  it  had  been  intimated  was  to  be 
conferred  on  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London, 
in  consequence  of  the  auspicious  birth  of 
the  royal  heir.  He  owed,  perhaps,  an 
apology  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Dublin 
for  putting  such  a  question  witboothaviDg 
mentioned  it  to  him,  but  the  question  was 
one,  not  of  individual,  but  of  public  inte- 
rest; and  tbe  more  so,  inasmuch  as  it 
would  be  felt  that  no  considerations  of  po- 
litical or  personal  animosity  ought  to  pre- 
vent the  adherence  to  an  old  establidied 
usage,  especially  aa  it  did  ao  happen  that 
the  present  was  the  first  Catholic  Lord 
Mayor  of  Dublin. 

Sir  R.  Peel .-  I  hope  the  House  wilt 
not  think  me  at  all  disrespectful  to  them, 
or  to  the  hon.  Member,  if  I  moat,  in- 
fluenced by  a  sense  of  public  duty,  posi- 
tively decline  answering  any  such  question, 
as  to  the  advice  which  1  may  deem  it  right 
to  give  to  the  Crown  on  the  disposal  of 
civil  honours. 

FoEEiow  Fish.]  Caplain  Pechell, 
with  reference  to  the  introduction  of  6sh 
into  the  British  markets  caught  by  foreign 
fishermen,  aod  sent  to  ibis  country  in  car- 
rier boats,  wished  to  inquire  from  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  whether  any  reciprocity  as  to 
the  trade  in  fish  had  been  secured  to  out 
fishermen ;  in  short,  whether  our  fisher- 
men were  able  to  send  fish  to  Holland 
and  France. 

Sir  H.  Ptel  said,  be  shoold  not  throw 
any  obstacles  in  the  way  of  tbe  introdnc- 
lion  of  foreign  fish.  The  dilBcultiei 
which  were  found  in  the  importation  of  it 
did  not  arise  from  any  objection  to  letting 
foreign -caught  fish  enter  into  competiiioa 
with  that  caught  by  our  own  countrymen, 
but  on  a  totally  difierent  ground.  Tha 
object  in  view  was  to  prevent  smuggling, 
which  would  be  carried  on  extensivelv  if 
fish  were  to  be  introduced  otherwise  than 
in  trading  veaseli.  It  was  well  known 
that  abundance  of  foreign^aagbt  fith  wu 
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■ame  footia^  ai  the  income  of  resliied 
property,  anoually  received  without  toil 
and  witbout  risk.  It  is  felt,  too,  that  tba 
real  burden  or  the  Income-tax,  a  Govern- 
roent  inquiry  into  men's  private  aSain, 
fa  11a  exclusively  upon  tlie  trading  clauei. 
Instead  of  indulging  in  general  declamB' 
tion  against tlie  inquiiiiorial  operations  of 
un  Income-tax,  I  will  ask  the  permission 
of  the  tiousi:  lo  read  a  few  questions, 
addreued  lo  che  parties  in  a  mercantile 
hroi  by  commissioners  under  the  former 
Income-tax.  These  questions  were  read 
at  the  meeting  of  which  I  have  spoken, 
from  paper*  in  ilie  pogsesgion  of  a  gen- 
tleman who  hud  given  much  attention  lo 
the  working  of  the  former  law,  [The  hon. 
Member  read  the  following  qiteaiions  in  & 
paper  read  bv  Mr.  Tottie  at  the  meetine 
at  Leeds:] 

"  How  did  liie  increase  ari»e  in  Ibe  snini  of 
money  employed  by  you  in  your  trade  in  the 
year  ending  fitli  of  April,  leiO ;  and  whence 
did  the  decreaite  arise  tharein  for  the  year 
ending  51h  April,  16117 

"  What  was  the  amount  of  your  stock  in 
hand,  includin);  book  debts  and  all  your  part- 
nerahip  effects,  in  the  several  years  lBOB,t 809, 
1810,  and  ending;  5th  April,  1811,  distin- 
guiabing  the  amount,  therefore,  in  each  year? 

"  What  wa*  the  amount  ofexciie  duties  paid 
bjr  you  in  your  trade  in  each  of  the  above- 
mantioned  years,  diitinguisbing  the  auonnt 
paid  each  year  I 

"  How  much  mone?  did  each  of  you  draw 
from  the  stock  in  the  several  years  1808, 1609, 
and  1810,  ending  5th  April,  1811 7 

"  Uave  you  in  your  estimates  of  profit* 
iocladed  any,  and  what  sums,  expended  bj 
you  or  either  of  you,  in  support  of  your 
respective  &milies? 

"  What  is  the  average  of  the  prices  at 
which  you  have  bought  and  told  the  different 
articles  ;ou  have  dealt  in,  in  the  several  years 
1808,  1809,  and  1810,  ending  each  year  on 
the  51h  April  in  the  sacceeding  year,  and  the 

nonnt  bought  and  sold  in  each  year  at  that 

rerage? 

"  Have  you  in  your  statement  made  any, 
and  what  deductions  on  account  of  losse* 
sustained  by  you  in  any  matter  not  connected 
with  your  trade,  or  not  arising  out  of  it,  with 
the  particulars  of  any  such  d«IuctionsT 

"  Or  on  account  of  any  improvements  of 
your  premises,  or  for  repairs,  or  aopply  of 
your  ulensiJi  t 

"Or  on  account  or  pre^ce  of  the  intereU 
of  the  capital  employed  by  yon,  and  which,  or 
any  part  of  it,  might  have  been  made  thereon. 
if  laid  out  at  iotereatP 

"  ff  you  make  no  deduction  in  the  settle- 
ment of  your  profit  or  loss,  how  or  in  what 
manner  do  you  make  the  balance  of  your 
profits  or  loss  appear  in  each  yeari"  y 
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to  be  btd  ia  the  Engliah  markets.  As 
the  malter  of  reciprocity,  he  certainly 
could  not  consent  to  postpone  public  mea- 
■itre*  till  he  obtained  permission  for  the 
fishermen  of  Brighton  and  other  pli 
along  our  coast  to  send  their  fish  to  Ftance 
and  Holland. 

Imcomi'.  Tax— Repoht  — Adjourn 
Di>BATE.]  The  Order  of  the  day  for  ; 
turning  the  debate  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Aldam  said,  I  can  assure  the 
House,  tbat,  in  moving  the  adjournment 
last  night,  1  wag  not  guided  by  the  wish 
to  offer  a  fectioui  opposition  to  the  raea- 
■ure*  propo*ed  by  Government.  My  sole 
reason  was,  that  several  Menibera 
aide  of  the  House,  representing  iuiporLant 
constitnenciee,  and  entitled  lo  be  heard, 
and  even  called  upon  to  speak  upon  a 
question  of  the  magnitude  of  that  now 
before  ut,  hare  not  yet  addreaaed  the 
HoDie.  And  when  it  is  recollected  tbat 
the  debate  on  the  Income-tax  last  night 
commenced  at  ao  late  an  hour  as  half- 
past  eight,  and  that  three  Members  only 
on  each  aide  of  the  Honse  had  the  oppor- 
tunitj  of  speaking,  and  how  great  was  the 
unpatience  of  the  House  after  twelve 
o'clock,  ii  will  be  conceded  that  it  was 
DOtunTMsonabletOBsk  for  another  night's 
debate.  Hon.  Member*  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  have  spoken  of  the 
feeliogr  of  the  country,  of  the  petitions 
with  20,000  signatures  in  favour  of  the 
meaiures  proposed,  and  of  hole-and-corner 
meeting*  against  them.  1  did  not  employ 
the  Eaiter  receas  in  agitation,  as  has  been 
insinuated  of  hon.  Members  on  this  side  ; 
but  a  meeting  waa  held  in  the  borough 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  represent,— a 
meeting,  to  the  getting  up  of  which  I  was 
no  party,  but  which  I  was  specially  re- 
quested to  attend,  to  which  the  electors 
generally  were  invited, — of  which  ample 
notice  was  given,— held  in  the  room 
where  important  public  meetings  are 
vinally  held, — and  presided  over  by  the 
chief  magitirate.  Many  persons  of  the 
first  respectability  were  present,  and  large 
numbers  of  clothiers,  artisans,  and  smaif 
tradesmen,  not  personallj  or  immediately 
interested  in  the  proposed  impost.  I 
may  say  a  unanimous  opinion  against  the 
Income-tax  appeared  to  be  felt,  and  reso- 
lutions coiidemnatorj  of  it  were  carried 
by  a  large  majority.  It  is  felt  in  com- 
ntercial  towns  that  it  is  unjust  to  tax  the 
bard-earited  produce  of  indtistry  on  the 
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home,  Bbitracti  in  aioount  equal  to  one* 
fourth  or  hia  income  from  the  Bogliih  Ei- 
chequer.  You  may  ray  that  ihe  me- 
chiuerv  for  levyiDg  lucb  a  tax  would  be 
difficDlt.  I  admit  it ;  but  no  difficulty  of 
tbii  kind  ought  to  weigh,  when  you  can 
invent  a  machinery  for  deiermining  the 
amount  of  every  man**  income.  1  believe 
(here  ii  a  very  general  opinion  prevalent 
throuf^out  tbe  country,  that  it  would 
have  been  better  to  have  left  the  timber 
dutiet  unaltered  rather  than  aacrilice  re- 
venue by  their  reduction,  I  concur  in 
thii  opinion  ;  but  1  will  do  the  Govern- 
meot  the  juilice  to  admit,  that  in  thii  re- 
duction ihey  have  acted  a  perfectly  diiia> 
(ereited  part ;  that  the  great  and  wealthy 
iotereala  of  Ihe  country  will  not  ihaok 
them  for  it ;  that  the  ownera  of  milla,  of 
houKi,  and  of  ihtpa  do  not  wiah  it ;  for 
with  cheaper  timber,  cheaper  mtlli,  houiea 
and  ihrpi  will  be  built,  and  their  property 
will  be  depreciated.  Nevertbeleaa,  it  it  of 
great  national  importance  (o  have  cheap 
timber,  that  milla,  houaea,  and  ahipa  may 
bo  built  at  leaa  expente,  that  we  may 
compete  with  (be  foreigner  under  more 
favourable  circumttancet  i  and  more  eape>- 
cially  that  the  habitationa  of  tbe  po<»  may 
beofa tietterdeacriptioB.  Itiaremarkadby 
travellen  that  the  poor  are  well  or  ill 
lodged  ai  timber  may  be  cheap  or  dear. 
In  parta  of  Ireland  and  Scotland  where 
no  timber  is  found,  tbeir  dwellinga  am 
wretched.  In  Switierland  and  Norway, 
which  abound  in  it,  they  are  eommodioua 
and  comfortable.  I  admit  that  if  duties 
ara  to  be  taken  off,  timber  is  a  )udicious 
selec^on ;  but  I  think  with  the  alternative 
of  an  Inoome-iai,  these  duties  shoald  be 
retained  until  a  surplus  of  revenue  make  a 
reduction  o(  taxation  practicable.  It  may 
appear  chimerical  in  the  pcaaent  aUte  of 
the  finaaoes  of  the  country  to  speak  of  a 
surplus.  It  must  be  admitted,  tbat  it  ia 
long  since  we  have  had  BurplDsas  to  deal 
with ;  but  the  reason  is  easily  seen  in  the 
disastrous  state  of  the  trade  of  the  coun- 
try, arrising  from  four  successive  bad  or 
indifiOTent  harvests,  tbe  evil  results  of 
which  (Hir  Corn-laws  have  not  permitted 
us  to  counteract  by  the  importation  of  fo- 
reign grain.  Let  us  have  a  recnrrence  of 
favourable  harvesta,  (and  in  the  natural 
order  of  the  seasons  we  may  expect  it,  for 
it  has  rarely  happened  that  more  than 
four  bad  seasons  have  followed  each 
other),  and  let  the  Com-lawa  be  put  on  a 
ratioBal  footing,  or  abandosed  altogetlier, 


It  it  idle  to  say  that  questions  like 
these  are  not  rexattous  and  irritating; 
Ifaey  would  be  to  under  any  circnm stances, 
and  with  any  people,  but  with  none  so 
much  aa  with  the  English,  who  have  a 
natural  abhonence  of  interference  with 
and  inquiry  into  their  private  effairs. 
But  it  la  not  a  mere  question  of  feeling  ; 
tbe  stale  of  men't  affairs  will  be  divulged ; 
the  whole  experience  of  the  working  of 
Ihe  last  Income-tax  proves  the  imprac- 
ticability of  strict  aecresy  ;  and  men  who 
are  in  temporary  embarrassment,  but  not 
allo^lber  insolvent,  or  so  that  they  might 
retriere  themselves  under  other  circum- 
stances, will  be  in  danger  of  immediate 
rain,  h  is  not  necessary  for  a  Member 
Oil  this  side,  in  opposing  the  Ministerial 
idieme  of  finance,  to  furnish  a  budget  of 
hia  own.  In  so  doing  he  woald  but  lay 
himself  open  to  tbe  juat  sarcasm  of  the 
right  bon.  Baronet  at  the  bead  of  the 
Ooremnent,  as  a  provincial  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  But  as  one  or  two 
taxes  have  been  discussed  by  both  tides 
at  a  substitute  for  the  Income-tax,  I  will 
take  the  liberty  ihorily  to  allude  to  them. 
It  it  possible  that  a  tax  on  the  descent  of 
real  property  might  produce  considerably 
lasa  than  some  sanguine  ettimatei  that 
have  been  made,  from  tbe  necessity  of  a 
prior  deduction  of  mortgage  money ;  but 
Ibere  can  be  no  doubt  that  luch  a  tax 
would  bring  in  a  large  sum.  It  was  the 
intention  of  the  Minister  who  proposed 
the  legacy  dntyt  that  it  ihould  extend  to 

Eroperiy  of  all  dcsoripiioDs,  and  this 
louse  will  never  be  free  from  the  charge 
of  class -legislation  until  peraonil  snd  real 
estate  is  placed  upon  the  same  footing. 
An  objection  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
at  the  head  of  the  Qovemment  makes  to 
llie  imposition  of  assessed  taxes,  or  any 
additional  taxes,  other  than  the  Income- 
tax,  ia  that  you  increase  the  motives  for 
absenteeism.  This  reason  appean  to 
weigh  much  with  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
for  it  was  adduced  by  him  in  the  dis- 
ouaaion  of  the  budget  of  1S40,  aa  an 
argument  against  the  addition  to  taxation 
proposed  by  the  then  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  The  objection  is  a  serious 
one,  but  the  remedy  seems  obvions — an 
Iltcorae- tax  on  absentees.  The  difference  of 
expense  of  living  in  England  and  on  the 
csniineat  is  mainly  cauied,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly,by  ourbeavy  taxation, and  the  manof 
proptrty  who,  by  living  abroad,  makethit 
■ncoDM  p»  Mfl-faurth  hrtbtr    (hao    at 
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and  we  ditti  again  hare  an  imploding  re- 
Tcnae,  and,  aa  in  tbe  three  yean  pre* 
ceding  IB37,  tht  more  pleesiog  datj  of 
selectiag  taxes  to  reduce.  I  regret  that 
the  difference  of  duty  ot  Ibiei^  and 
coloniaL  coffee  hu  remained  uachauged. 
You  hare  reduced  protection  lo  the  maker 
of  glovei,  of  shoei,  of  itraw  plait,  and  you 
have  left  tbe  planter  bj  he  wai.  Had  you 
reduced  the  duty  on  foreiga  coffee  to  8d., 
and  left  6d,  a  pound  on  colonial,  as  before 
tbe  benefit  to  the  coniumet  would  have 
been  the  tame — the  price  would  have  been 
the  price  in  bond  of  foreiga  coffee,  wiih 
the  6d.  duty,  and  the  retailer's  profit; 
and  a  sum  of  fully  120,000^  on  the 
present  coniumption  of  colonial  coflee 
would  have  been  saved  to  the  revenue. 
But  I  regret  most  of  all  that  yon  have 
made  no  change  in  the  sugar  duties  — ihat 
on  (be  present  consumption,  and  at  the 
actual  prices  you  have  left  ua  tributary  to 
the  planters  to  the  amount  of  mlly 
4,000,000/.  a-year.  You  sav  you  will 
not  adroit  foreign  sugar,  because  it 
is  a  slave-grown  production  ~  so  Is 
coSte,  but  yon  sdrait  that;  you  tell 
us  that  the  cultivation  of  coffee  it  not 
a  laborious  occupation— that  it  involves 
but  little  of  hardship  to  the  slave— your 
reasoning  it  good,  hut  you  have  not  con- 
•iatenilT  carried  it  ont.  Why  do  you 
admit  foreign  rice  ?  Under  the  old  tariff 
iha  daty  was  I5i.  a  cift,,  about  Ud. 
per  lb.,  and  amounting  to  a  prohibition 
of  any  eateniive  trade.  Under  the  new, 
it  it  admitted  at  a  duty  of  5i.  (jd.  a 
poondj  and  the  rice  of  the  Carolinas  and 
Georgia  will  compete  with^the  free  labour 
rice  of  Bengal.  The  cullivntion  of  rice 
would  prove  faul  to  the  White  in  a  single 
Beaton ;  and  what  is  the  condition  of  tbe 
negroes  engaged  in  itT  I  will  ask  per- 
mission of  the  House  to  make  thii  clear, 
by  rwadinga  passage  Ttum  Mr.  Bocbing- 
ham't  late  work  on  the  Slave  Slates  of 
America.  I  have  high  nuihority  in 
qeoting  Mr.  Buckingham ;  the  right  hon. 
Premier  has  done  it  before  me,  Mr. 
Buckingham  says,  speaking  of  Savannah 
In  Oeorgis — 

"  For  all  I  could  leam  of  the  condition  of 
tbe  household  ■laves,  it  was  quite  as  com- 
fortable as  that  of  servsnlt  in  Um  middle  maka 
ia  EoglsBd." 

This  estraet  shows  that  Mr.  B.  will 
not  give  an  aggravated  account  of  the 
cirCumttancet  of  the  slaves,  from  a  feeling 
•giinn  the  insthatioD  of  slavery.     He 


then  gives  thia  account  of  a  rice  planUlioa 
near  Savannah,  which  he  describes  at 
being  t  fair  average : — 

■'  The  slarei  are  up  by  davlight— they  have  . 
their  meali  cooked  for  Ihem  in  the  field*— they 
coDiiDue  to  work  lilt  dark — they  have  no  holi> 
day  on  Saturday  afienioon,  or  any  other  tine, 
•leept  a  dny  or  two  at  Chriilmu — their  allow- 
ance of  food  coniisti  of  a  peck  of  Indisa 
com  pei  week.  This  tbey  must  grind  tbem- 
selve).  It  it  then  boiled  with  water,  without 
anvthing  to  eat  with  ii—boiled  corn  and  water 
only,  and  barely  asufBcleat  quantity  of  thii  for 
mere  subBJatence.  Absence  or  neglecl  of  duly 
it  punished  with  tlinted  sllowanoe.  Imprison- 
roeot,  aod  flogging — no  inilructlon  was  al. 
lowed  to  be  giren  in  reading  or  writ iDg~na 
recreation  provided—in  appearanca  all  Ihe  ne- 
groes we  taw  looked  insufficiently  fed,  most 
wretchedly  clad,  and  ill  accommodated  in  tlieir 
dwellings ;  and  we  agreed  that  the  prisoners 
in  all  the  Biale  prisons  we  had  seen  in  the 
eoanlrv  were  better  off,  and  lets  severely 
worked  than  these  men." 

1  have  read  this,  not  to  induce  yon  to 
rejx-t  the  rice  of  the  Carolinas,  for  you 
cannot  do  it  without  excJudiag  at  the  same 
time  the  free-grown  rice  of  Java  and  the 
East,  but  that  you  may  no  longer  act  upon 
a  principle  which  you  cannot  carrf  out. 
As  well  might  you  refuse  the  (allow  and 
the  hemp  of  Ruula,  as  grown  upon  estates 
cultivated  by  serfs,  whose  uertonal  lighl* 
an  scarcely  greater  than  those  of  slaves. 
I  object  to  (he  Incoma-tas  at  promoting 
immorality.  We  are  nrouddT  Ihe  veracity 
of  Englishmen ;  (his  feature  in  the  national 
character  may  be  (he  result  of  our  iostitu- 
tioDt.  The  English  law  e&refhlly  avohli 
placing  men  in  tamptatoin;  It  does  not 
allow  a  wilnets  (o  give  evidence  in  a  caute 
in  which  ha  is  interested  ;— and  yet,  by 
your  Income-taa  you  compel  a  man  to 
disclose  the  circumstance  On  which  the 
amount  to  which  he  is  taxed  dependi. 
Ton  may  make  a  first  assessment  for  tblt 
(aa :  but  when  the  nature  of  the  inquiry 
to  be  made  is  known,  when  JoUr  first 
papers  of  quesiiom  have  been  answered, 
when  your  6rtt  surcharges  have  been 
made,  you  will  find  public  feeling  so  ex* 
cited  that  a  second  astestmeot  wilTba  im- 
prec(icable. 

Ml.  Etcott  believed,  that  the  measure 
when  considered  together  with  its  aecon* 
panying  measurei  was  well  adapted  (0 
meet  present  exigencies,  while  it  created 
no  undue  burthens,  and  did  not,  in  the 
amount  proposed  to  be  raised  by  the  tax, 
eiceed  tbe  necessity  of  the  timet.  Of  tbe 
bon.  Menbera  who  had  ipokn  apOD  tb*  ,- 
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by  the  late  Gorernment.  The  qQcrtioD,  it 
■hould  be  recollected,  was  not  one  between 
the  old  and  the  new  eyitem  or  finance. 
The  old  finance  tystem  had  been  de- 
itroyed;  the  finance  system  of  Mr.  Cao- 
ning.  Lord  Liverpnol,  Lord  Grey,  or  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,  was  utterly  annihi- 
lated and  gone,  it  had  been  broken  up 
and  destroyed ;  it  had  been  destroyed  by 
the  Iste  GovernmeDt.  The  question  now 
was  between  the  merits  of  the  finsncial 
syitem  of  the  noble  Lord  opposite,  aod  the 
financial  system  of  ti is  right  hon.  Friend, 
Sir  R.  Peel.  Against  the  financial  syitem 
of  the  noble  Lord  the  House  hsd  already 
decided.  Tbe  re  solutions  of  the  noble  Lord 
on  foreign  sugar  had  been  ne^tived  by  two 
Parliaments,  principally  owing  to  the  in- 
disposition of  the  House  to  give  encou- 
ragement to  sugar  the  produce  of  slavery, 
for  the  suppression  of  which  the  Com- 
mons of  England  had  voted  no  leu  a  lam 
than  20,000,0001.  The  noble  Lord  last 
year  had  accompanied  that  proposal  with 
another  of  greater  importance  to  tbe 
public — namely,  thst  coin  should  be  im- 
portable from  foreign  ports  at  a  fixed  duty 
of  8j.  per  quarter.  That,  too,  had  been 
rejected  by  Parliament  and  the  country. 
He  BOW  proposed  another  Corn-law,  in 
which  his  fixed  duty  was  to  vsnish  to  It. 
a  quarter.  The  noble  Lord  had  explained 
that  in  this  proposition  he  meant  to  reierre 
to  the  Queen  in  Council  a  power  to  re- 
impose  the  duty  of  St.  when  it  might  be  so 
considered  expedient.  What  I  Was  thia 
guardian  of  the  conistitution  the  person  to 
propose  that,  whenever  it  should  suit  the 
purposes  of  revenue,  the  Queen  of  these 
realms  should  become  herself  the  imposer 
of  the  bread-tax?  The  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  London  had  declared  that  be 
was  the  consistent  friend  of  the  fBrroer; 
and  he  asked  bon.  Members  at  his  (Mr. 
Escoil's)  side  of  the  House  if  they  did  not 
perceive  a  growing  feeling  amongst  far- 
mers in  favour  of  the  fixed  duty.  He  (Mr. 
Escott)  knew  that  there  was  an  opinion 
amongst  some  fsrmers,  and  even  land- 
owners, that  a  fixed  duty  (not  tbe  duty 
of  8>.  however)  would  be  a  more  efficient 
protection  than  a  fluctuating  duty;  bat 
then  they  objected  to  Ibe  fluctuating  scale 
for  the  very  reason  which  induced  him  to 
approve  of  it,  namely,  because  when  the 
price  was  high  they  lost  their  protection 
under  that  arrangement.  But  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  London  had  admitted 
that  it  was  bis  mteation  to  take  off  the 


opposition  side  of  the  House,  some  had 
accused  those  upon  his  side  of  the  House 
with  having  adopted  a  system  of  silence, 
aod  with  having  refrained  from  expressing 
their  reason  for  supporting  the  measure 
proposed  by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
while  they  had  nevertheless  determined 
to  support  by  their  votes.  There  was 
nothing,  he  tliought,  extraordinary  in  hon. 
Members  preferring,  whilst  others  ex- 
hausted the  time  of  the  House  in  discus- 
sing what  they  could  hardly  be  supposed 
yet  to  comprehend,  to  examine  a  proposi- 
tion calmly  and  deliberately  which  was 
fraught  with  such  important  consequences 
before  they  spoke  in  its  favor  or  condem- 
nation, that  at  least  had  been  his  course. 
There  was  a  description  of  silence  (o 
be  noticed  amongst  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite which  was  rather  remarkable, 
namely,  a  silence  as  to  the  causes  which 
led  to  tbe  deficiencies  ihat  made  the 
measure  then  before  the  House  neces- 
sary ;  not  only  were  hon.  Members  oppo- 
site silent  as  to  those  causes;  but  when- 
ever hon,  Members  at  the  side  of  the 
House  at  which  he  (Mr.  Gscolt)  sat 
alluded  to  them,  they  were  met  with 
reproach  fiir  so  doing,  and  charged  with 
factious  views  in  adverting  to  the  conduct 
of  those  who  had  rendered  the  measure  of 
tbe  right  boo.  Baronet  neceusry.  Another 
more  serious  cha^  had  been  brought 
•gainst  tbe  majority  of  that  House  by  the 
noble  I^rd,  the  Member  for  London,  who 
asserted  they  were  in  the  present  instance 
not  impelled  by  a  desire  to  do  what  was 
right,  which  was  beneficial  to  the  country, 
but  by  B  desire  to  keep  a  Minister  in  place. 
To  hear  this  from  a  noble  Lord  who  had 
so  prominently  escrted  himself  in  effecting 
the  reform  of  that  House  was  strange 
indeed — a  House  which  might  be  con- 
sidered ta  be  now  nearly  modelled  anew 
upon  his  own  suggestions,  and  with  which 
be  had  shown  himself  abundantly  com- 
placent as  long  as  it  had  sanctioned  his 
measures,  and  suffered  him  lo  remain  in 
power.  As  one  of  that  majority  be  must 
deny  the  charge,  and  deny  it  in  terms  as 
distinct  and  positive  as  were  consistent 
with  the  respect  due  to  the  noble  Lord's 
characteraod  station  in  that  House.  But 
he  wouhl  contend  that  it  was  that  very 
conduct,  and  those  identical  measuies 
of  the  noble  Lord  that  had  rendered  it 
necessary  for  his  right  lion.  Friend 
bring  forward  the  present  energetic  mi 
suresto  remedy  the  mischief  consummated 
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incomei  were  above  150/.  per  aonura, 
aod  those  nhoie  incoioeB  were  under 
lliat  amount,  would  be  geinvrB  by  the 
measures  or  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  be 
might  be  asked  upon  whom  the  taxation 
would  fall?  To  this  he  would  aiiiver, 
that  it  would  fall  on  the  owners  of  land 
and  on  the  hoarders  of  money,  and  he 
believed  those  were  two  classee  which 
every  [ight-minded  man  would  wish  to  see 
fairly  contribute  to  the  support  of  the 
Slate,  But  those  classes  would  he  greatly 
beoefilted  by  the  measure  of  the  rigbt 
hon.  Baronet,  for  the  mooied  man  would 
get  greater  security  for  bis  future  di- 
videndsi,  and  it  was  evident  they  felt 
that  from  the  rise  in  the  funds,  whilst  the 
landowners  also  obtained  corresponding 
advantages  in  the  tardy  admission  of  the 
principle  that  monied  property  ought  lo 
bear  its  share  in  the  burlhena  of  tbe  State. 
He  could  not  donbt  the  course  which  he 
should  feel  it  his  duty  to  take  on  tbe  diri- 
■ion  on  this  question.  He  should  take  the 
measures  of  Government  as  a  whole.  He 
should  not  look  minutely  into  the  [artlF, 


fixed  doty  when  the  price  became  high, 
by  the  Queen  in  Council.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  the  farmers  of  England 
would  not  forget  what  the  advantage  was 
which  tbe  noble  Lord  offered  to  them  ; 
namely,  that  they  were  to  have  an  insuf- 
ficient protection  when  corn  was  low,  and 
to  lose  it  altogether  when  the  price  re- 
paid them  for  their  labour  and  expense, 
What  was  [be  measure  of  the  right  lion. 
Baronet  which  they  were  called  on  to 
consider  ?  It  consisted  of  two  parts, 
namely,  imposition  of  taxes  and  tbe  re- 
mission of  taxes.  What  he  would  ask, 
was  the  state  of  the  country  which  called 
for  the  measures  ofthc  right  hon.  Baronet? 
A  deficiency  in  the  revenue,  which  re- 
quired to  be  made  up  by  the  imposition  of 
taxation ;  and  a  languishing  trade  which 
required  to  be  invigorated  by  the  remis- 
sion of  duties.  These  were  two  evils, 
and  there  must  be  two  remedies.  It 
was,  tbersfore,  impossible  to  take  the 
measures  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  into 
fair  consideration  without  considering  both 
parts  together.  The  right  bon.  Baronet 
proposed  to  impose  a  tax  upon  the  an- 
nual ability  to  pay  of  all  claasea  in 
the  country,  and  a  great  deal  had  been 
said  against  it,  at  if  such  a  tax  oaglit 
only  to  be  imposed  on  property,  But 
the  plan  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was 
lo  iinpou  tbe  tax,  which  was  an  annual 
payment  upon  the  annual  property  of 
those  who  were  (o  pay,  and  it  exempted 
every  man  whose  income  was  less  than 
150/.  annually,  thus  omitting  from  its 
operation,  as  fat  as  such  was  possible, 
every  poor  man  throughout  the  kingdom. 
He  (Hr.  Eacott)  did  not  mean  to  con- 
lend,  that  a  man  with  1.50f.  per  an- 
num might  not  be  poor  and  distressed, 
but  so  might  a  man  of  30QL  per  an- 
num, or  of  much  larger  income ;  yet  he 
should  say,  that  taking  some  Gxed  sum  as 
a  criterion  of  ability  to  pay,  it  was  a  fair 
presumption  in  assume,  that  tbe  man  with 
1501.  per  annum  was  not  so  poor,  at  least, 
as  to  be  an  object  of  compassion,  and 
thereby  entitled  to  a  total  exemption  from 
cODtribution.  If  they  looked  at  the  tax 
in  relation  to  tbe  advantage  likely  to  ariae 
from  the  remission  of  duties  by  which 
ihe  tax  was  accompanied,  be  (Mr.  Es- 
GoU)  tbOQght,  that  >o  far  from  losing, 
the  person  so  paying  the  tax  vrould  be  a 
gainer  by  the  measurea  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet;  but  then  came  another  consi- 
deration. If,  OS  he  believed,  those  whose 
VOULXII.    {3Si} 


unless  there  were  anv  parts  of  it  which 
appeared  to  him  likely  to  create  greater 
weight  and  burdens  than  those  from  which 
they  relieved  the  grest  body  of  the  con- 
sumers with  that  view.  There  was  one 
part  of  the  tariff  to  which  he  wished  to 
call  attention — namely,  tbe  great  reduc- 
tion of  the  import  duty  on  articles  of 
foreign  manufacture,  and  which  were  also 
articles  of  considerable  manufacture  in 
this  country.  He  particularly  alluded  to 
two  articles — namely,  shoes  and  gloves. 
He  wonld  particularly  allude  to  the  ar- 
ticle of  gloves,  because  that  was  an 
article  of  comparative  luxury.  It  should 
be  recollected  that  a  great  reroission  of 
Ihe  import  duty  on  gloves  had  already 
taken  place,  and  the  glovers  had  ever 
since  been  struggling  with  tbe  difficulties 
which  their  trade  had  suffered  since 
that  remission.  He  was  afraid  that  tbe 
shilling  saved  to  the  consumer  in  the  price 
of  a  pair  of  gloves  was  a  shilling,  which 
the  consumer  could  better  afford  to  pay 
than  the  manufacturer  could  afford  to  lose. 
He  certainly  thought,  that  in  the  case  of 
gloves,  that  ibe  consumer  could  much 
better  afford  to  bear  the  lost  than  the 
manufacturer.  However,  he  would  look 
to  this  measure  aa  a  whole.  He  trusted, 
that  whatever  apprehensions  might  be  en- 
tertained with  respect  to  its  effects  upon 
any  branch  of  our  productive  industry,'-' 
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thit  thus  effect!,  if  they  occurred  it  all, ' 
woald  be  but  tempomry,  and  that  the 
advantages  nhich  iha  maaafacturen  nould 
derive  from  iacreaied  aale  and  iocreased 
coniufflptioD,  and  rettored  credit  and 
trade,  would  fully  compensals  them  for 
any  loss  to  which  for  a  time  they  might 
be  luhjecled.  He  had  felt  it  hii  duty 
to  itate  tboM  opinion*  to  the  House,  and 
he  was  the  more  inclined  to  do  to  in  con- 
•equence  of  the  itatemeut  of  the  noble 
Lord,  that  the  majority  in  that  Home  did 
not  look  to  the  meriu  of  the  question 
■0  much  as  to  the  aupport  which  they 
wished  to  gin  to  the  Ministers  of  the 
Crown.  He  would  look  to  the  merits  of 
Uiis  and  e*ery  question.  He  wished  to 
■upport  the  present  Ministers  of  the 
Crown,  perhaps  ss  much  from  this  reason 
U  any  other,  that  at  the  list  general  elec- 
tioa,  when  questions  of  commercial  policy 
were  put  before  the  country  to  be  decided 
on  by  the  people,  there  was  another  ques- 
tion also  put  to  the  country,  which  he  had 
not  yet  heard  adverted  to  in  this  debate, 
and  that  question  was,  what  men  the 
country  would  have  to  adminiiter  the 
tffairi  of  iha  State.  They  had  heard  of 
pledges  at  the  laat  eleetioo.  The  only 
pledgv  he  had  been  called  upon  to  give 
was,  whether  he  approved  of  the  Ad- 
ministration of  the  right  hon.  Baronet. 
He  had  expressed  his  opinion  in  favour 
of  the  Administration  of  his  right  bon. 
Friend,  and  that  espresaion  of  opinion 
had,  more  than  any  other  motive,  been 
the  means  of  influencing  his  constituents 
to  return  bim  to  that  Honse.  He  never 
had  given  any  pledge  to  the  people  on  any 

Grticolar  raeasnre,  and  he  never  would ; 
t  be  wished  to  respect  the  opinion  of 
the  people,  and  in  answer  to  the  charge  of 
the  noble  Lord  he  had  stated  the  grounds 
on  which  he  supported  the  policy  of  the 
right  bon.  Baronet.  The  country  would 
gratefully  respond  to  the  call  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  He  found  the  country,  on 
his  acceuien  to  power,  struggling  with 
evils  which  were  not  of  his  creation,  and 
with  the  courage,  wisdom,  and  foresight, 
worthy  of  a  great  Minister,  he  found  a 
remedy  for  those  evils, 

Mr.  J,  Parker  trusted,  that  those  who, 
like  the  hon.  Member  who  had  just 
apokan,  supported  the  plan  of  the  Go- 
vernment as  a  whole,  and  who  now  were 
oo  ready  to  give  their  support  to  the  first 
part  of  that  plan,  which  was,  no  doubt, 
the  moM  agneid>l«  to  Uien— o«mtly>  the 
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Income-tax,  would  be  equally  ready  to 
support  the  sacond  part  of  the  soheoM, 
with  which  they  (the  Oppoaition)  for  the 
most  peit  concurred,  and  to  which  the 
only  objection  which  he  saw  was  whether 
they  were  not  paying  for  it  rather  too 
high  a  price.  If  the  right  hon.  Baronet's 
tariff  had  proposed  to  deal  with  the  great 
primary  articles  of  lift),  and  bad  placed 
the  trade  in  corn  upon  a  satisfactory  foot- 
ing for  the  future — as  the  proposition  of 
the  late  Government  would,  he  believed, 
have  done ;  sod  if  it  had  ioclndad  also  a 
large  and  liberal  mode  of  treatment  of  ibe 
article  of  foreign  sugar,  he  should  have 
been  disposed,  as  representing  a  large 
commercial  constituency,  to  say  that  ibe 
advantage  to  the  country  would  even 
have  been  wortl^lhe  sacrifice  which  they 
were  called  opon  to  make.  He  did  not 
think  the  necessity,  either  in  regard  to 
our  relations  abroad  or  our  domestic  diffi- 
culties, was  so  great  as  had  been  repr^ 
sented  by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  or 
formed  any  justification  for  tbeir  resorting 
to  an  Income-tai — a  lav  which  they 
should  always  avoid  looking  upon  as  a 
permanent  resource  of  the  Stale.  He  ad- 
mitted the  importance  of  having  a  reva- 
nue  equal  at  least  to  the  eipenditure  of 
(he  country,  and  was  also  aware  that  any 
long  continuance  of  financial  disorder  in 
any  country  must  be  looked  upon  as  the 
precursor  of  financial  revolution ;  but  still 
he  did  not  see,  that  the  difiicnlty  in  the 
present  caae  was  sufficient  to  justify  them 
in  having  recourse  to  a  tax  on  propeny. 
In  reference  to  the  argument  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Winchester,  it  bod  certainly 
somewhat  surprised  him  to  bear  the  hon. 
Member  advocate  an  antiquated  principle, 
which  he  thought  had  long  since  axploded 
—namely,  the  necessity  of  propping  op 
declining  trades  by  means  of  artificial  pro- 
tection, the  more  especially  as  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  abandoned  that  princi- 
ple in  the  proposed  tariff.  Tha  grounds 
which  had  been  ui^ed  by  tha  Oovernment, 
as  showing  the  neceuity  for  this  extraor- 
dinary measure  of  taxation,  were  any 
thing  but  satisfactorr,  and  appeared  to 
have  been  the  lesalt  of  after  consideration; 
for  it  would  be  remerabcred,  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  stated  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  SessioD,  diat  he  wta 
prepared  with  the  details  of  his  scheme, 
but  that  he  did  not  think  it  politic  at  that 
time  to  slate  them ;  yet  now  the  necessity 
for  such  an  extraotdinary  financial  Kheiae 
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wu  grounded  in  t  great  meunre,  upoo 
lbs  rflcent  diiuten  in  ladia,  the  oewi  of 
which  had  only  been  received  within  the 
la>t  Tew  waekk  Ha  wae  or  opinion,  that 
withoutbaviDgTeconru  to  aa  locome-Ux, 
neatnna  might  have  been  deviied  for 
niainUining  the  eiSeiency  of  oar  arms 
abroad,  and  of  meeting  all  the  financial 
«li((nciet  of  the  country ;  and  here  he 
eould  not  help  conlraitiog  ihe  budget  of 
the  right  bon.  Baronet' with  that  which 
had  been  proposed  bj  the  late  Govern- 
maat  laat  year,  the  adoption  of  which 
would,  he  wai  firmly  periuaded,  by  in- 
creating;  our  eemmerce  with  other  part*  of 
Iht  world,  have  improved  our  domeelic 
induilry,  and  thui,  without  any  exlraor- 
disary  burden  being  imposed  upon  the 
pBOple,  the  difficaltiei  of  the  country 
would  have  been  provided  for.  Admitting 
all  the  tdvantsgea  likely  to  arise  from  the 
unproved  tariff  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
ha  thought,  nevertheless,  that  he  should 
be  paying  too  high  a  price  for  it  by  adopt- 
JBg  the  Income-tax,  and  ha  therefore  felt 
hi)  duty  to  vote  against  it.  A  petition, 
signed  by  700  persons  at  ShetBeld,  had 
bMn  seat  to  him  deprecating  the  measure 
u  an  additional  pressure  upon  thsai  at  a 
period  of  extraordinary  and  long-endured 
dislreas,  and  calling  on  bim  and  his  ban. 
Colleague  to  etpresi  their  opinion  to  the 
Heme. 

ViscsuBl  AuidM  could  not  help  fseU 
ing  aurpriaad  at  tha  aitanpt  which  was 
new  madfl  by  bon.  QeatletneD  tA  call 
•gain  into  existence  that  ricketty  bant- 
ling, which,  under  the  name  of  a  fiaanclal 
measure,  was  last  Session  crashed  and 
«onsignad  to  the  tomb  amidst  the  laughter 
of  the  House  and  the  derision  of  the  coun- 
try. He  was  sarprised,  he  repeated,  to 
■ee  a  sohease  now  referred  to  with  such 
Mnfldence,  and  self-complacence  which, 
on  a  brmer  occasion,  the  House  of  Par- 
tiaraeat  had  condemned  as  ill-judged 
aad  ioeffietent^B  verdict  since  confirmed 
by  Ota  country,  and  further  confirmed  by 
the  approbation  which  had  been  aceorded 
U>a  pwtian,  aileast,  of  other  and  difierent 
Measures.  In  his  opiaion,  the  condemoa- 
tiofl  which  was  last  year  pronouiicad  was 
not  sufficiently  strong,  for  though,  as  a 
fl]eaaure  of  commercial  reform,  Ihe  plan  of 
the  late  Government  might  admit  of  dis- 
pute, it  was,  as  a  budgW  queaiion,  per- 
fectly ridiculous.  He  would  take,  then, 
their  propositions  with  regard  to  corn, 
Mgsr,  wd  linbei.    Now,  under  the  plan 


of  the  tale  Government,  if  the  harvest 
were  good,  no  additional  revenue  would 
be  derived  from  corn,  for  in  that  case  none 
would  be  imported  from  abroad)  and  if 
liie  harvest  were  bad,  no  revenue  would  be 
derived  from  it ;  for,  in  that  case,  prices 
would  become  so  high  that,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, the  fixed  duty  would  be  taken  off. 
So  thut  in  neither  case  could  any  certain 
amount  of  revenue  be  relied  upon  for  corn. 
Looking,  again,  to  the  sugar  proposition, 
and  taking  it  as  a  mere  budeet  question, 
the  revenue  expected  would  depend  os 
elements  altogether  uncertain— namely, 
the  extent  to  which  foreign  sugar,  on 
which  a  higher  duty  was  paid,  would  dis- 
place the  produce  of  our  own  coloniei, 
pn  which  a  lower  duty  is  paid.  It  was 
utterly  imposaibis  for  any  one  to  prog- 
nosticate the  relative  amounts  of  low  and 
more  highly  taxed  sugar  that  would  be 
imported  under  the  diiiiea  proposed  by 
the  late  Oovernment,  or  tha  extent  to 
which  the  sugar  of  the  East  and  West  la- 
dies would  have  been  displaeed  l^  that 
of  Cuba,  Braiil,  Bud  other  foreign  oouo- 
tries.  Aeaia,  with  regard  to  timber,  the 
financial  result  of  the  measnre  proposed 
last  year  depended  on  the  extent  ID 
which  the  measure  of  the  late  Qorem- 
:nt  would  have  had  the  effect  of 
displacing  the  Canadian  by  the  Baltic 
timber,  a  ealnulation  which  it  waa  im^ 
pwiible  to  make  with  bbt  certainty  of 
the  result.  Bseidis,  according  to  the  late 
Govcrnmant's  own  Governor 'geqeral  in 
Canada,  it  oonld  not  be  called  into  operar 
tion  immediately,  and  therefore  could  not 
supply  the  existing  and  pressing  deficiency 
in  the  revenues  of  the  year.  Thus,  in  the 
whole  of  the  three  measures,  Ihe  budget 
then  proposed  was  utterly  inefficient  for 
its  purposes,  every  element  in  it  wae 
totally  unccrtaio,  and  yet  were  these  raea- 
aures  now  to  be  called  forth  from  the  tomb 
to  which  they  had  been  coDsignad,  and 
should  an  attempt  be  mode  to  galvaniM 
as  it  were  the  dead  carcase  into  existence, 
at  a  time  when  the  difficulties  to  be  ea- 
countered  were  admitted  by  all  parties  to 
be  greater  than  those  that  existed  last 
year  ?  These  measures  were  admitted  to 
be  ioauffioient  for  the  exigencies  of  the 
present  time,  but  they  were  slitl  it  seems 
to  be  prtqtosed  as  a  substitute,  in  port,  for 
the  bold  and  comprehensive  plan  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet.  They  were  to  be 
propped  up  by  vagae  and  general  allti- 
aioiMta  a  great  msu  of  Other  tBXii  whieh  ' 
03 
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penon  bad  drawn  up  a  petilioD  ■{ainat 
the  Income-lai,  which  wat  placed  in  tha 
Exchange,  and  waa  read  and  re-read 
during  fire  or  lix  houn,  but  not  a  aingia 
lignature  wai  affixed  to  it.  Thi(  fact 
was  alluded  to  eren  by  the  Wbig  papera 
in  Liverpool,  and  Kdmiited  at  not  a  little 
remarkaMe.  Now,  tlia  mercnnlile  men  in 
Liverpool  muRt  lurelj  be  allnwed  to  linow 
Mimething  oS  their  own  intereit,  and  ot  ibe 
interests  of  trade;  and,  Tor  the  lake  of 
(lie  advuniages  which  would  be  derived 
f(om  tlie  whole  ichetne  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  they  were  willing  to  submit  to 
llie  undoubted  inconveniencei  of  the  in- 
(fuiiilorial  nature  or  an  Income-tax.  Even 
hese  in  convenience!  would    be    greatly 


bad  betn  repealed  unce  the  conclaiion  of 
Uie  war,  at  if  recourie  must  be  had  to  the 
revival  of  aome  of  (hem  to  lupply  (he 
deficiency.  But  to  which  of  them  would 
Gentlemen  opposite  drive  the  country? 
Would  they,  in  order  to  revive  u  Inn. 
gaiihing  trade,  increase  the  Cuttoms' 
duties?  Did  they  contemplaie  with  a 
view  to  increaae  the  comforlt  of  the 
people,  an  augmentation  of  (he  Eiciae 
dutiea?  Would  they  increase  the  taxei 
on  beer,  on  aoap,  or  on  glass?  What,  he 
asked,  could  they  propose  which  would 
inter  fere  less  with  trade  than  the  Income- 
tax?  NotCustoms— not  Excise.  What 
then  ?  Aiseasad  tasea.  Were  not  these 
taxes  far  more  burdenaome  to  mercantile 
men,  profeaiional  men,  and  tradesmen, 
than  the  tax  proposed  by  the  present 
Government?  The  necessity  of  keeping 
up  B  certain  appearance  compelled  these 
clasaes  to  become  liable  to  the  assessed 
taiea  to  an  extent  frequently  beyond 
their  means.  Theae,  too.  were  taxes 
which  they  mast  pay,  whether  they  made 
proGia  or  not.  The  banker  or  merchant 
could  not  lessen  his  establishment — he 
could  not  give  up  his  country  seat,  or 
bouse  at  the  West  End,  and  retire  to  a 
smaller  habjtatioa.  The  pbyaician  must 
keep  his  decent  house,  bis  servants,  and 
hia  carriage,  whether  be  were  successful  in 
itia  profession  or  not ;  and  so  on  with  many 
other  professions  and  trades.  A  great  dtat 
bad  been  said  about  ibe  inequality  of  an 
Income-tax ;  but  the  assessed  taxes 
pressed  with  much  greater  inequality 
upon  commerce  and  menarsctures  Ih.-in 
the  Inconne-tai,  and  they  were  burden- 
some to  these  clasaes  in  a  degree  which 
Ibe  Incoma-tas  could  in  no  way  be 
charged  with.  Hon.  Gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  had  done   everything  in  (lieir 

Eawer  to  make  the  Income-tax  unpopulitr, 
ut  they  bad  failed.  The  trumpet  tliey 
bad  sounded  elicited,  at  beat,  a  very 
uncertain  aonnd.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Salford  acknowledged,  that,  ibongh  many 
persons  in  Manchester  were  opposed  (o 
the  Income-tax — the  number  wbs  not 
near  as  great  as  had  been  alleged,  and 
the  hon.  Member  further  admitted  that 
the  petition  which  had  been  presented  by 
the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Francis  Egerton> 
represented  a  very  large  portion  of  the 
inhnbitanta  of  that  place.  Let  them  look 
to  the  real  feeling  that  existed  smongsl 
the  commercial  classes.  In  the  great 
commercial  town  which  be  lepreseoled,  a 


tax-payer  of  rererting  to  a  special  com- 
missioner, instead  of  having  his  affairs  in- 
vestigated by  his  neighbour,  and  by  the 
power  of  compounding  for  the  term  of 
three  years.  Considering  the  depression 
which  existed  in  trade  for  the  last  three 
years,  it  probably  would  not  be  a  bad 
bargain  to  make  a  composition  founded 
on  the  profits  of  these  yeara.  Attempta 
were  making  to  throw  additional  dif- 
ficulties in  the  way  of  the  Qovem- 
meni,  by  endeavouring  to  under-estimats 
the  difficulties  that  bad  arisen.  The  ulk 
about  peace  or  war  was  mere  pedantry. 
If  they  came  to  the  technicality  of  tbe 
case,  they  were  at  war — tbey  were  at  war 
in  India  and  in  China:  if  (hey  came  to 
the  substance,  they  were  in  a  great  emer- 
gency. It  had  been  well  said  in  that 
House  that  there  were  emergencies  in 
peace  as  well  as  in  war,  and  they  might  be 
aa  great  in  ihe  one  case  as  the  other.  It 
was  ridiculous,  and  unworthy  of  men  of 
foromon  sense,  not  to  say  statesmen,  to 
estimate  the  loss  of  the  brave  men  wbo 
had  perished  in  Caboul  bypounds,  shillings, 
and  pence.  When  they  were  told  (hat  no 
more  than  10,000  ur  12,000  Uvea  were 
tost  in  Csbiiul,  and  that  thai  number  could 
be  provided  for  so  manr  thousand  pounda, 
was  it  possible  for  any  man  to  have  miued 
the  CO n D id e ration  of  tbe  effect  which  that 
loss  would  have  in  shaking  the  moral  im- 
pression as  to  British  power  throughout 
Ihe  whole  of  Asia.  The  10,000  men  ao 
lost  could  not  be  replaced  by  10,000 
others.  If  lost  in  victory  they  would 
have  removed  the  necessity  of  em- 
ploying 100,000  men  afterwarda.  But 
when  lost  in  defeat  they  could  not  be 
replaced  by  10,000,  or  30,000,  or  1:0,000.  : 
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How  utterly  ansUtetmiiDlike,  then,  vm  it, 
what  (DiMrablefallacy.loetlimale  the  loss 
by  the  mere  expense   per  heiid  at  which 
the  men  lost  could  be  replaced.    They 
were  told,  indeed,  that  the  disaiteri  in 
Affghaniitan  were  only  an  Indian  affair, 
and  bad    nothing    to   do  with   Engliih 
finance.    But  if  the  war  was  enpged  in 
Tor  European  objecii,  was  there  not  a  Tair 
daiiD  upon  thii  country  ?    Would  any  one 
say,  that  that  war  had  not  been  entered  on 
with  a  .view  mainly  to  European  policy  ? 
It  was  lurely  a  queilion  with  regard  to 
India,   whether  that  country  should  bear 
the  whole  of  the  expense*  of  the  Affghan 
war.     Perhaps,  howerer,  we  were  only  to 
lend  our  credit,  but  even  in  that  case  it 
was  obTiout  that  Parliament  ought  to  se- 
cure lo  Government  an  ample  and  well- 
filled    Exchequer,    on   which    the    world 
might  see  that  they  might    latisfactorily 
rely.      At  any  rate   we   had    the   whole 
expeniea  of  the    war    in    China   on    our 
handa ;  and  absurd,  iniquitous,  and  unjust, 
as  he  (Lord  Sandon)  held  that  war  to  be, 
he   was  afraid    it   must    now  be   carried 
on  :  and    who    should  lell  him    that  the 
strong  feeling   existing   throughout  Asia 
(independently   of   that   freemasonry   of 
Islamism  which  had  been  referred  to  on 
a  previous  eveninf;)  would  not  csuse  the 
resistance    offered   by    the    Emperor    of 
China  to  be  greatly  affected  bv  the  dis- 
asUrs  in  Caboul?      Who  could    tell  the 
new  disasters  that  would  thus  arise  ?     If 
the  effect  were  felt  in  Burmah,  in  Cochin 
China,  and  the  conterminous    countries, 
could  any  one  tell  that  the  difficulties  in 
China  would    not    be    immediately  and 
enormously    increased    by    the    late    ca- 
lamity?    A  great   and  wise  commander, 
one  too   who    had   served   his    country 
in  the  East  as  well  as  in  the  West,  had 
declared  that  be  was  unwilling   to  trust 
ihe  interests  of  the  empire  to  lillle  wan. 
These  wars  could  not  be  starved — they 
could  not  be  carried  on  on  a  little  scale. 
Once  engaged  in  the  war  in  China,  much 
■a  he  regretted  it,  it  mnst  be  cirried  on, 
and    it    would    inevitably    cause    a   very 
heavy  charge  to  fall  on  this  country.    Bat 
shonid  the  fnture  difficulties  and  disas- 
ters be  not  so  great  as  there  was  cause 
to   fear,   and  if   it  turned  out  that  they 
would  not  require  the  entire  sum  which 
would  be  derived  from    the  Income-tax, 
that  tax  would  be  still  amply  compensated 
ht  by  the  opportunity  it  ffave  the  Oovern- 
nmt  of  relieving  Iba  commerce  and  ma- 


nufactures of  the  country.    And  should  it 
be  found  that  the  necessary  expenses  of 
the  country  did  not  continue  so  far  to  ex- 
ceed the  ordinary  sources  of  revenue,  he 
trusted  that  the  power  thus  placed  in  ths 
hands  of  Oovemment  would  be  employed 
by  it,  in  making  still   further  reducliona 
in  the  burdens  upon  trade  and  commerce, 
so  as  to  more    than  compensate  for  this 
temporary  tax.     He  said    temporary,  for 
he  hoped  it  would  not  be  permanent,  as  it 
did  involve  inconveniencies  not  agreeable 
o  the  feelings  of  Englishmen.     But  the 
luuntry  would    not    object   to  submit  lo 
n  inconvenience,  when   a  great  and  im- 
portant object  was  to  he  attained.     At- 
tempts bad  been  made  lo  paint,  with  all  the 
force  of  impassioned  eloquence,  the  incon- 
veniences which  an  Income-tax  would  in- 
flict upon  men  of  science  and  genius  de- 
pendent upon  the  exertion  of  Iheir  intel- 
lect.    Now  it  may,  certainly,  be  incon- 
venient  to  a  man  of   science,  with   an 
Income  of  iOOl.  or  3001.  a  year,  to  pay 
6/.  or  9/.  towards  this  tax,  and   he  (Lord 
Sandon)  much  regretted  it ;  but  it  was  not 
destruction  or  atarvation  to  him  to  do  so, 
as  had  been  represented.     It  might  be,  it 
was,  an  inconvenience,  but  lei  them  not  be 
told  that  it  would  drive  him  to  the  work* 
house,  or  deprivehis  children  of  their  edu- 
cation? Hewould  be  glad  if  ibe  undoubted 
inequalities  orgrievBoces  could  be  reclified; 
buthe  acquiesced  in  the  concurrent  opinion 
of  all  those,  at  either  side  of  the  House, 
who  had  attentively  considered  this  species 
of  taxation,  that  it  should  be  viewea  as  a 
whole,  and  that  they  should  not  descend 
to  minute  particularities.     It  should  be 
remembered,  that  the  per  cenlage  of  tai- 
aiion  proposed  was  not  very  Urge.    It  was 
3    and   not   10  per  cent,  and  that,  too, 
cote mporaneou sly  with  considerable  mea- 
sures of  relief  in  other  directions.  He  had, 
no  doubt  that  the  expense  of  living  would 
be   materially  diminished  by  these  mea- 
sures to  those  especially  whose  all  went  to 
provide  the  necessaries  of  life — to  per. 
sons  with  small  incomes,  the  very  persons, 
on    whom  the    Income-tax  would    most 
press.    Then,  with  respect  to  the  relief 
that  would  be  given  to  manufactures  by 
tariff  of  his  right  hon.  Friend  :  that 
if  was  intinitely  belter  appreciated  in 
Ihe  manufacturing  districts  than  it  was  in 
the  House  of  Commons.     For  while  the 
ifacturing  constiluencies,  who  would 
have  to  bear  the  burden  of  the  Income- 
lax,  either  k&il<d  tha  plan  of  the  right   -., 
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as  ibe  bett  thai  could  be  impoMd  in  the 
preKDt  ecigsDCf  and  ba  belisTed,  tbat  it 
woold  be  coDiidercd  as  tolerable  bj  all 
men  oF  every  clnu  and  condition,  fiom 
the  conKioumesi  tbkt  il  wa>  onl*  impOMd 
for  a  iiied  and  deBaiis  period.  Thoae 
wete  the  reeBoai  that  induced  bini  lo 
H'wa  not  a  reluctant  acquieacence,  but  K 
hearty  and  cordial  aupport  to  the  plas 
or  hie  right  hoti.  Friend.  There  wsi  only 
other  point  that  he  ahould  toacb 
on,  Bad  at  that  wa>  ia  aome  degree  per> 
■onal  (o  faimMir,  he  hoped  for  the  forbear- 
ance of  the  Houte  whila  he  dealt  mtb  it 
very  brieSy,  Hon.  OenllenieD  on  the 
othtraideof  the  Houte  were  in  the  habit  of 
treating  the  oppotition  made  to  the  noble 
Lard'a  proportion  retpeoting  augu  u  k 
political  movement;  and  they  had  on 
more  than  one  occaiion  ttigmatiaed  tbe 
conduct  of  hoD.  Gentlemen  on  bin  (Lord 
8andoo'a)«ide  of  the  Houte  aa  hypocritical, 
for  the  part  they  bad  taken  in  regard  to  iba 
queation.  If tbeywerahypocrit«a,tbentbej 
were  lo  in  common  with  the  Luthiogtona, 
the  Buxtona,  the  Hoarei,  the  Ouraeyi, 
aed  otfaeri,  of  the  tame  opiuiDD,  who  had 
alto  oppoted  the  propoiition  of  the  niM» 
Lord  on  the  leme  groundi,  and  if  Mich 
was  to  be  the  detignation  of  hn  (Lord 
Sandon'i)  conduct  io  reference  to  that 
tubject,  than  in  luch  company  he  waa 
proud  to  accept  it.  The  only  argument, 
however,  utxed  by  hon.  OeDtMmen  oppo- 
ttte  was,  that  wfaile  hon.  Gaotlemen  on 
hit  tide  of  the  House  look  aUve  prodace 
of  other  detcriptiooa,  (hey  tefuaed  aogar. 
But  he  (Lord  Sandon)  bad  ttever  for  • 
moment  pretended,  nor  did  tboae  hon. 
OeoElemen  who  voted  againtt  tbe  propo- 
iition of  tbe  noble  Lord  on  that  occaiton 
ever  contend,  that  there  ihould  not  be  a 
trade  in  slave-grown  aitidea.  It  wat  ira. 
pouible  to  act  on  locb  a  priDcipla.  Tha 
question  muat  be  taken  by  iltelf.  Tha 
country  had  made  a  great  experimeat 
in  emancipating  tha  alavei  i  and  ho 
(Lord  Sandon),  and  tboae  who  than 
acted  with  him,  and  be  concluded  even 
Gentlemen  oppoeile  ardently  wished  the 
example  of  that  experiment  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  other  couatriei.  But  what  waa 
Uie  bett  way  lo  induce  tbe  planlett  of 
Brazil,  and  Cuba,  and  Martinique,  and 
(Saudaloupe  to  follow  the  nobis  exampl* 
let  them  by  this  conntry  ?  It  waa  to 
prove  to  them  tbat  a  free  mgto  popula- 
tion could  raise  lugar  in  aa  great  qaanti- 
tiea  and  equally  u  chnp  ai  aUveb    Ow, 


bon.  Baronet,  or  laid  nothing  on  the 
■ubject,  their  repreaentaiives  were  buiy 
in  tbat  Houia,  and  eliewhere,  in  decry- 
ing it,  and  predicting  all  manner  of  mis- 
fortune. He  believed,  that  the  manu- 
facturing and  commercial  inleretti  of  the 
country  anticipated  very  great  relief  from 
the  tariff  of  hit  right  boo.  Friend;  and, 
moreover,  tbat  they  felt  the  greatest  coofi- 
denca  in  the  Gavernment.  He  could  have 
withed  aoae  parta  altered,  as  perfaapt  ihay 
would  be,  in  committee,  and  other  parts 
omitted,  in  tha  detailt  of  that  great  mea. 
lure  ;  but  it  wu  utterly  impoaiibia  not  to 
perceive,  at  a  glance,  tbat  it  was  one  every 
way  worthy  of  bit  right  hon.  Friend't  re- 
putation i  and  not  to  remember  that,  at 
itt  first  propoaitioD,  there  wat  a  most  elo- 
quent acquiescence  io  it  on  tbe  other  side 
of  the  Houte.  On  that  occasion,  there 
wa*  no  opposition  to  the  plan  of  his  right 
hoD.  Friend ;  on  the  contrary,  it  wat 
cheered  occationally  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
now  adverte  to  it ;  and  still  more,  it  was 
held  up  by  the  organs  of  tbe  party,  next 
day,  aa  a  great  boon  to  (he  conntry— a 
wise  and  a  just  meature.  Tbe  Monvig 
CAromcU  received  it  at  first  with  great 
applaiiae,  and  the  otber  organs  of  the 
party  echoed  that  sentiment.  But  afier  a 
few  daya  had  elapsed,  and  bon.  Gentle- 
men  had  had  time  to  take  oouniel  together, 
and  to  considar  that  an  Income-tax  mnst 
aurcly  be  an  odioui  thing,  and,  that  at 
any  rite  it  would  not  fail  to  be  unpo- 
pular sooner  or  later,  tbe  result  waa  a 
forioua  proteat  againtt  tbat  lax  which  had 
eo  recently  been  prtiied,  ai  a  bold  and 
comprehensive  measure,  worthy  of  the 
casion,  and  (he  Miniater  who  produced 
it,  The  coanlry  orgaoa  of  tha  party, 
howertr,  did  not  take  the  oue  so  quickly ; 
for,  notwithatanding  railroads  and  ateam- 
engines,  tbe  country  wet  not  at  yet  m 
completely  controlled  by  tbe  metropolis  ai 
perhaps,  hon.  Gentlemen  on  tbe  otber  side 
of  the  House  wonld  with ;  and  the  organs 
in  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  were  going 
on  io  the  tame  strain  of  laudation  as  the 
Morni»$  Chronicle  bad  commenced  with, 
hailing  the  propoiition  of  tha  l^ime  Mi< 
nitter,  and  extolling  its  effects,  long  after 
tbe  metropolitan  organs  of  the  party  had 
begen  to  condemn  iL  That  an  Income- 
tax  would  be  popular,  he  (Lord  Sandon) 
was  not  prepared  to  contend,  forwhattax, 
be  would  ask,  was  ever  popular?  But  lie 
did  contend,  that  it  bed  been  and  woold  be 
received  by  all  men  of  aeoM  in  the  country 
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contioaing  to  Bdaiit  cotton,  coffee,  and 
lobMco  being  slave-grown  did  not  at  all 
aSitat  the  lacceuof  that  great  experiment. 
The  artkle  of  iugar  was  the  great  teit 
of  Hicccsi,  and  it  wm  b;  that  teat  that 
FrwMi  Spain,  aod  Brazil  would  jadge 
of  tho  axperiment.  If  it  failed  in  lbs 
ba«li  of  England  they  wonld  not  try  tbe 
experinaati  but  bj.a  little  forbearance 
OB  oar  parta,  a  little  encouragenent  in  the 
Hpply  of  additional  free  labour,  he  (Lord 
Sandon)  had  no  danbt,  that  it  would  be 
^ved  that  a  ftea  black  population  conld 
carej  on  the  maonfaoture  of  ingar  quite 
u  wdl,  to  My  the  leaat  of  it,  a*  a  popula- 
tion of  alavn.  That  wai  the  ground  of 
tbe  opffoaitioa  that  had  been  given  to  the 
pcopoiitioi)  of  tbe  noble  Lord,  aod  not 
■ay  abatnct  horrin  at  alave-growa  article* 
on  the  part  of  boo.  Gentlnnen  who  op- 
powd  ik  It  waa  an  expetinent  for  a 
ipecifiG  otqect,  and  it  tvaa  hoped,  that  hj 
meaoa  of  ki  Micceat,  tbe  acquieiceQce  of 
ihvft-boldiBg  powcf*  vould  be  obtained 
Em  negro  eouiacipatioa.  At  an;  rate  we 
dionU  Dot,  by  giving  new  and  better 
■ariiela,  be  coaateractiog  our  own  eSbrtt 
for  patting  down  the  trade  in  alavei.  The 
cooiBBer  bad  lost  nothing  by  the  i&- 
fwal  to  admit  foreign  augar,  nor  had 
tbe  rerenoe,  for  the  aupply  of  aogai 
bw)  been  eqval  to  what  was  then  pre- 
dicted, the  price  bad  been  moderaia,  and 
the  diSeKance  Id  point  of  revenue  did 
not  amonnt  to  40^  That  tbii  horaane 
etporiment  was  rrat  a  mere  titeory  wai 
■atiafiwtorily  proved,  for  a  memorial  had 
been  addtuaed  to  tbe  Captaio-general  of 
C«ba  by  tbe  phnten  of  that  island  in 
fikvowT  of  alave  emancipation,  on  ihe  very 
gnxiDd  of  the  commercial  hoatility  of 
B^kuid  to  alavery  and  ilave-grown  augar. 
Snob  ■  ground  wa>  tbe  only  one  that 
oonld  be  aocceasful  with  the  plantera  of 
Cobaaod  the  Brazil* ;  and,  in  lo  far  the 
expecineiit  promieed  to  be  ■ucceasful. 
Hie  noble  Laid  concladed  by  apologising 
to  die  Hoase  for  detaining  them  to  long. 

Sir  Ckaria  JVigncr  said,  that  if  be  be- 
Uered  the  exigencies  of  the  country  r^ 
qvired  a  property-tax,  an  income-tax,  or 
both,  ot  any  other  tax  ever  >o  bordeiuoaie, 
tiw  right  boo.  Baronet  ahould  have  his 
■■ppeiti  bat  tbenoble  Lord, the  Member 
for  London,  and  tbe  late  Chancellor  of  the 
ExdMqoar,  had  told  tbem  that  if  the  last 
Hontt  of  Gooimoaa  bad  approved  of  their 
bndgit  there  would  have  bees  uo  necea- 
sity  vliatevet  for  a  propeity-tax.    la  ad< 
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dition  to  that,  the  noble  Lord  itated  tha 
other  night,  rather  late  it  was  trae,  that  if 
they  would  also  give  a  legacy  duty  upon 
real  property,  that  that,  together  with  tha 
sugar  duly,  an  8*.  duty  on  corn,  and  tbo 
timber  duty,  would  be  amply  sufficient  lo 
carry  on  tbe  Goveroment  of  tbe  country. 
Tbe  aoble  Lord  certainly  did  come  for- 
ward at  rather  a  late  boar  with  bis  mea- 
bnt  why  so  ?  Because  he  knew  full 
well  tbat  the  whole  agricuUuial  interest 
wai  agaioat  him;  that  the  colonial  in- 
terest was  againat  him  ;  that  the  Canadiao 
otereit  waa  againat  him ;  and  thereforo 
he  knew  full  well  that  had  he  come  for- 
ward eariier  he  still  wonld  faave  fallen : 
ith  the  aaaiatance  of  tbe  right  hon. 
Baronet  opposite,  tbe  noble  Lord  certainly 
did  fall.  What  waa  the  reaion  tbat  tbo 
right  boo.  Baronet  bimeelf  did  not  bring 
forward  tbe  aame  budget?  If  be  bad 
brought  forward  an  8>.  duty  on  corn,  tbo 
sugar  duty,  and  tbe  doty  on  timber,  be 
would  have  been  deaerted  by  those  very 
men  who  now  snpponed  him.  He  did 
not  tbinlt  the  right  hon.  Baronet  woold 
obtain  so  much  by  hii  own  meaanrea  m 
he  would  have  done  by  the  meaiures  be 
bad  juat  menttoaed.  By  corn,  be  did 
not  believe  any  great  emouot  of  revenne 
would  be  goL  Corn  would  remain  in  bond, 
as  long  aa  that  was  for  the  advantage  of 
tbe  ownera,  as  it  had  remained  before,  end 
when  tbe  price  rose,  the  bonded  corn 
would  come  into  consumption  at  a  shilling 
duty.  Before  the  farmer  wonld  have  tbo 
opportunity  to  bring  his  coro  to  market, 
the  speculator  would  have  gained  bia 
money,  which  wonld  be  tent  ont  of  tha 
conntry  instead  of  being  paid  into  the 
Exchequer,  aod  by  the  high  price  tbe  pow 
wonld  be  left  to  starve.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  tbe  sliding-acale  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  would  assist  tbe  Qovemment 
of  this  country,  while  be  believed  an  Sa, 
duty  would  have  been  a  sufficient  protee- 
tioD  for  the  agrtcnitorists  and  extremely 
beoeficial  to  the  revenue.  Tbe  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Durham  (Mr.  Liddell)  had  said, 
taking  off  the  prohibition  duty  on  live 
cattle  and  alao  upon  meat,  ought  not  lo 
excite  the  fears  of  tbe  agriculturists,  as  it 
would  do  tbem  no  damage.  He  was  not 
of  that  opinion.  He  was  himself  in  a 
small  way  a  grazier  and  an  agricnituriat 
also,  and  he  waa  of  opinion  that  on  taking 
off  tbeie  duties,  eatablishmenU  would  be 
let  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  channel,  in 
coatequance  o(  i  prohitntory  duty  bewy.,,  |-^y 
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to  be  jmpoMd  upon  oil  cake,  [Si 
Peel:  "  No,  no."]  He  bp^ged  ibe  right 
ban.  BarDnet's  pardon  ;  he  certainly  had 
not  read  the  whole  of  the  tariff,  but  it  had 
been  so  communicated  to  him,  [Sir  R. 
Peel:  That  point  hai  been  corrected.]  II 
■o,  (ben  that  part  of  his  argament  fell  to 
the  poaod.  Still  he  beliend  (bat  eitab- 
lifhmenta  would  be  set  up  on  (be  oppotitt 
C0Bi(  for  fatiiog  cattle,  and  that  ^at 
quantities  of  fat  cattle  vontd  be  introduced 
into  this  country,  and  most  certainly  great 

Su&Dttties  of  meat.  To  that,  however,  be 
id  not  object.  He  should  gin  his  sup- 
port to  that  part  of  (be  raeatare,  and  ti 
every  other  part  of  (he  right  boo.  Baronet^ 
proposition  which  was  calculated  to  do 
good  to  the  consnmera  of  (bis  cotmlry. 
Wilh  respect  to  the  timber  duty,  he  mi 
aay  he  perfecdy  coincided  wi(h  (be  right 
hon.  Baronet.  It  was  melancholy  to  see 
the  trade  that  was  carried  on  between 
Liverpool  and  America,  where  not  one 
Britisb-built  merchant  ship  was  employed. 
He  therefore  (bought  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet WRi  perfectly  right  in  lowering  the 
dntyon  Canadian  and  foreign  timber,  and 
only  wished  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
would  go  itill  furtber,  and  reduce  yet 
lower  the  duty  on  Baltic  timber.  It  was 
bard  to  force  the  consumer  to  nae  a  bad 
irticle  when  he  could  be  supplied  with  a 
better  one  from  another  part  of  the  world. 
He  was  not  disposed  to  look  upon  the 
disaster  which  had  taken  place  in  India  in 
a  light  point  of  view.  He  viewed  it  as 
fraught  with  more  impoitance  (o  this 
country,  (ban  any  event  that  had  occurred 
during  (he  time  he  had  ever  had  (be  op- 
portuDity  of  observing  events,  or  during 
the  whole  period  of  hit  own  service,  ei- 
cept  the  mutiny  at  Portsmouth,  and  the 
mutiny  at  the  Nore.  He  bad  met  with 
disastera  at  Monte  Video,  he  had  met 
with  diusteri  in  flgypt,  he  had  met  with 
diaasters  at  Coronna,  and  he  had  met 
ivith  disasters  at  New  Orleans,  and  he  had 
met  naval  disasters  in  contending  against 
America,  but  looking  at  all  the  circum* 
siBDces  of  the  case,  be  did  conscientiously 
believe  that  the  disasters  in  India  were 
more  fraught  with  danger  than  any  of  the 
disasters  he  had  alluded  to,  or  anything 
that  bad  yet  happened  to  this  country. 
He  trusted  that  while  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet was  sending  out  troops  to  India  to 
redress  those  disasters,  he  would  remember 
the  words  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
wbtcb  had  bef d  to  ofteo  quoted^  that  Eog- 
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land  could  not  aSbrd  to  carry  on  in  that 
country  a  little  war.  The  words  "  Itltte 
war"  was  very  often  applied  to  the  policy 
of  the  late  Government,  but  he  must  re- 
mind (he  right  hon.  Baronet  that  in  all 
the  little  wars  which  the  late  Govemmeot 
bail  engaged  in,  (hey  had  always  been 
thoroughly  and  perfectly  auccessful,  with 
the  exception  of  the  little  war  in  China. 
He  was  not  disposed  to  make  any  com- 
ments upon  that  little  war,  but  he  cer- 
tainly thought  that,  if  a  little  more  powder 
and  a  little  leas  ink  had  been  used  in 
China  in  the  first  instance,  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  would  not  now  have  been  obliged 
to  aend  out  a  large  force  to  that  country. 
He  would  Dot  say  to  the  rigb(  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, "Starve  the  war  in  China;"  but 
he  hoped  the  war  would  be  confined  in  a 
certain  degree  to  naval  operations.  He 
would  recommend  to  the  ri^t  hon.  Ba- 
ronet to  take  possession  of  some  of  the 
roost  important  ports  of  that  country,  and 
keep  possession  of  them.  That  would  be 
a  mode  of  proceeding  much  lew  dan- 
gerous than  any  expedition  into  the  in- 
terior of  China,  by  which  an  oppntnnity 
would  be  given  (o  the  people  to  inflict 
disasters  upon  us  more  serioas,  perhaps, 
than  those  which  bad  recently  taken  place 
in  India.  By  confining  the  war  to  naval 
operations  it  wonld  give  (be  right  hon. 
Baronet  an  opportunity  of  carrying  on  a 
vigorous  war,  but  at  the  same  time,  a 
successful  war,  in  that  country.  If  it 
were  poasible  for  the  two  great  partiea 
in  this  country  who  were  cnnlinually  con- 
tending, the  one  to  keep  in  place,  and  the 
other  (o  ge(  in,  could  make  some  compro- 
mise together,  (he  coun(ry  would  bo  much 
better  governed  than  it  now  was.  If  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  taken  an  8(,  duty 
on  corn,  had  altered  the  sugar  duties,  and 
imposed  a  legacy  duty,  he  would  have 
ble,  with  a  tax  of  2  per  cent,  on 
property,  and  I  per  cent,  on  income,  to 
raise  a  sufficient  sum  to  carry  the  country 
through  its  present  exigencies.  Nevertfae. 
less,  if  that  could  not  be  done,  he  hoped 
no  further  obstruction  would  be  offered  to 
the  introduction  of  the  bill,  because  he 
was  dioroughly  sensible  that  it  wonld  be 
belter  for  the  country  to  draw  theu  dis* 
cussions  to  a  close.  He  wonld  not  detain 
the  House  any  longer,  and  if  he  had  said 
anything  that  might  b«  conaideied  useful,  . 
he  should  not  regnt  having  troubled  (be  ' 
House  for  the  let^b  of  lime  he  Ud  oc- 
CDpied  it. 
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Hr.  Trotter  laid,  that  he  had  the  ut- 
moft  coofidence  in  the  proposition  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  which  he  thought 
Tullj  juitiGed  by  the  wan  in  which  tiiia 
conntry  wa>  now  ett^ged,  which  were 
fraught  with  the  atmoai  danger,  and  muit 
neceiaarilj  be  attended  nith  conaidetabte 
expenie.  In  hia  opinion,  lo  long  as  the 
present  dynuty  remained  on  the  throne  of 
China  it  woold  be  very  difficult  lo  eitab- 
liih  peace  on  fair  and  eqnitable  lermi.  He 
wonfd  not  detain  the  House  by  alluding 
at  any  length  to  the  unfortunate  occur- 
rences which  had  taken  place  in  India, 
bnt  he  would  juit  take  the  liberty  of  sta- 
ting the  opinion  of  a  gentleman,  a  near 
relative,  who  had  resided  at  Candahar  for 
about  thirty  yean.  Thai  gentleman  said 
it  was  foretold  that  when  we  had  con- 
quered the  country,  then  our  difficulties 
would  commence.  This  conquest  had 
been  a  miUstooe  about  our  necks,  and  if 
we  were  to  regain  our  position,  the  ex- 
pense niuit  be  enormous.  It  was  moat 
extraordinary  that  this  insurrection  should 
have  taken  place  to  such  an  extent,  and 

fet  that  our  authorities  on  the  spot  should 
are  been  apparently  unprepared  for  it. 
He  believed  that  ihe  distressed  slate  of 
trade  would  be  allertated  by  the  plan  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  and  that  a  suffi- 
cient surplus  of  income  would  remain  to 
meet  the  exigencies  of  the  country.  He 
should  vote  for  the  Income>iax  from  an 
honest  conviction  that  it  was  the  best  mea- 
sure that  could  be  brought  forward,  and 
thai  it  was  in  conformity  with  the  opinions 
of  his  constituents.  A  meeting  was  held 
at  Guildlbrd,  last  week,  called  by  the 
party  mainly  iostrameotal  in  returning  the 
preaeot  Members  for  the  borough,  for  the 
purpose  of  addressing  her  Majesty  and 
the  House  of  Lords  agtunst  the  Income- 
tax.  The  meeting  was  numerously  at- 
tended, and  the  result  was,  that  the  meet- 
ing resolved  to  thank  her  Majesty  for  her 
generous  offer  to  bear  the  burden  of  the 
Incom».tax  equally  with  her  subjects;  and 
another  resolution  was  passed  lo  the  effect, 
that  under  the  present  circumstances  of 
the  conntry  they  conceived  that  the  pro- 
perty and  Income-tax,  as  proposed  by  Sir 
lUibert  Peel,  was  the  very  best  measure 
that  conld  be  propounded.  In  supporting 
the  pnpoaition  of  the  right  hott.  Baronet, 
be  was  not  only  acting  in  conformity  with 
his  own  sentiments,  but  with  the  wishes 
of  the  iobtbitaats  of  the  principal  town 
to  Ui«  cmoly  which  be  repittented. 
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Mr.  O'CoHneU:  If  the  proposal  before 
Ihe  House  were  one  to  impose  upon  Ireland 
new  burdens,  1  should,  as  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  country,  have  demanded 
SB  a  right  the  opportunity  of  delivering  my 
sentiments  upon  ir.  Perhaps,  I  shall  not 
be  considered  as  trespassing  upon  tiie  time 
of  the  House  if,  when  the  matter  of  debate 
is  exclusively  confined  to  this  country,  I 
should  raise  my  humble  voice,  as  I  an 
prepared  to  give  my  decided  vote,  in 
favour  of  justice  to  England.  I  have  ar- 
rived  at  the  conclusion,  that  you  have 
proposed,  in  bringing  forward  an  Income- 
tax,  to  do  that  which  is  unjust  to  the 
people  of  this  country,  and  therefore  am  I 
bound  to  give  to  such  a  proposal  all  the 
opposition  in  my  power.  I  say  distinctly 
an  Income-tax  ;  because,  if  a  property-tax 
had  been  proposed,  no  man  would  be  mors 
ready  to  vote  for  it  than  I  should  be.  My 
opinion  goes,  perhaps,  to  an  extravagant 
length  on  that  point.  I  ibink  that  pro- 
perty,and  property  alone, should  be  subject 
to  taxation,  and  that  as  the  Slate  main- 
tains large  establishments,  and  incurs  a 
lai^  expenditure,  for  the  protection,  so 
should  property  pay  in  proportion  to  the 
degree  and  extent  of  protection  it  re- 
ceived ;  that  the  resources  of  labour — that 
the  production  of  labour  ought  not  to  be 
tased.'until  it  assumed  the  shape  of  fixed 
capital.  1  am  not,  then,  to  be  supposed 
as  arguing  against  a  property-tax  when  I 
oppose  an  Income-tax.  I  approve  of  the 
one,  I  condemn  the  other ;  and  I  mean 
to  confine  my  arguments  against  the  latter 
in  as  short  a  compass  as  i  possibly  can. 
Myfint  argument  against  Ihe  income-tax  I 
derive  from  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  namely,  that  before  yon 
have  an  Income-tax  you  must  have  a  case 
of  urgent  necessity — you  must  make  out  a 
CBseof  stringent  necessity  tojustify  yon  in 
imposing  it.  I  think  that  concession  does 
not  go  as  far  as  it  ought ;  but  taking  it  aa 
much  as  has  been  granted,  or  it  is  worth, 
on  that  point,  I  say,  and  I  insist,  that  the 
necessity  has  not  been  made  out.  He 
case  of  necessity  has  to  rest  npoa  a  doubla 
assumption.  First,  there  is  the  want  of 
money— next,  the  want  of  means  of  sup- 
plying the  want  of  money.  What  then  ia 
your  want  of  money  t  Two  miUiona  and 
a  half  a-year,  or  five  millions  for  two  year*. 
Have  you,  then,  no  other  mode  but  thia 
of  making  up  that  (which,  considering  the 
wealth  and  greatness  of  England,  I  nuut 
rail)  paltry  wficisocy.    Judging  from  dw  .^ 
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Uogutge  of  the  hon.  Member  who  bsi 
juit  Mt  down,  it  ia  hudi;  worth  •peaking 
of.  Yoa  want  oaly  that;  aod  bow  era 
you  to  eappi;  it  7  Is  it  necewary  to 
reiort  to  KD  iDcome-tax  to  lupply  eo  iniall 
a  deficiency  ?  1  cuQot  believe  ibat  the 
neoeeeity  exiete,  until  you  hafe  tried  other 
niea&i,  end  bave  failed.  You  have  heard 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  liverpool 
talk  of  Migar  and  timberi  you  have  heard 
him  talk  of  the  revenue  upon  theia  article! 
n  not  productive.  He  ipoke  of  them  as 
not  being  likely  to  be  productive.  Why, 
there  ere  not  two  eTticlea  of  consumptioa 
that  are  more  cartaia  than  those  of  timber 
and   augv.    They  are  articles  of  prime 


powerful  Intellect  of  the  noble  Lord  to 
prove  that  theM  eriiclee  must  be  non- 
productive. You  muit  have  the  practical 
demo ostratioD,  that  the  revenue  tbet  would 
be  raised  from  these  two  articles  alone 
would  not  Hpply  the  deficiency  of  the  two 
milliooi  and  e  half.  Yon  should  first 
make  tbe  eiperinent.  Why  not  make 
that  experiment  before  you  come  to  tbia? 
Why  not  try  that  tax  that  baa  been  often 
spoken  of,  that  is,  tbe  legacy  duty  npon 
landed  properly  f  Why  do  you  not  do 
that,  at  you  have  upon  the  bequeeti  of 
personal  fortune  I  An  instance  has  oc- 
curred witbin  the  last  few  days  of  a  Noble- 
man ;  he  left  a  million  in  money ;  that 
was  directly  taxed.  The  same  Nobleman 
left  a  hundred  thouiand  a-year  landed 
property,  and  not  a  shilling  of  that  was 
taxed.  Ought  that  to  be?  Or,  above  all, 
ought  that  landed  property  to  be  taxed 
before  you  resort  to  an  Income-tei  ?  The 
people  of  England  will  probably  dis- 
cover that  it  is  not  right  ihat  there 
should  be  a  perfectly  distinct  class  not 
subjected  to  the  lame  burden  with  othen 
that  when  mere  money  is  subjected  ti 
taxation,  the  landed  interest  ought  not  to 
be  dispenaed  with ;  that  it,  too,  should  be 
eiqwsed  to  a  similar  burden.  That  is  a 
■onrce  of  income  you  ought  to  try — that 
i«  a  specie*  of  taxation  you  ought  to  have 
reM»t  to  before  you  atun^tt  an  Income- 
tax.  You  onght  to  aqaaliK  landed  pro- 
perty witb  mere  pecuniary  property.  Doing 
this  would  be  in  reality  justice  and  fair 
play :  and,  till  yon  have  uied  lhat  expe- 
riment, you  ought  not  to  talk  of  an  Income- 
tax.  What  are  tbe  five  millions  you  speak 
0^  put  down  for  two  yean  ?  You  boast  of 
the  great  amount  of  (axes  that  you  have 
(altea  9S,   Yob  my,  that  79a  have  alteody 


taken  aw^  not  only  seventeen  millions  of 
as  locoma-tax,  but  that,  with  others,  yon 
have  reduaed  tbe  Uxes  by  24,000,000^— 
that  you  taok  oS*  taxes  to  the  amount  of 
Z4,000,00«.  per  year.  Am  I  not  aefe, 
then,  in  saying  that  yon  will  find  resources 
amongst  tbe  taxes  that  yon  hare  lakea  ^T 
Having  Ukeo  off  24,000,0001.,  bow  is  it 
possible  that  you  can  show,  that  aaKMtgtt 
these  taxes  yoa  cannot  find  wbatwill  give 
you  a  ■upp^T  'be  two  millions  and  a  half 

year  t  Then  muet  be  amongst  all  these 
something  to  snpply  the  deficiensy,  and  I 
am  not  bound  to  snow  you  which.  It  is 
sufficient  for  me  to  say,  that  tbe  reaioratiOQ 
of  oae>tixth  would  take  away  every  pretext 
that  you  have  for  laying  on  the  lucoma. 
As  it  teems  to  me,  you  make  out  no 
for  tbe  nooessity  of  an  Inoon^tax. 
You  have  abundant  resoarces,  accordmg 
to  your  own  tbowiog,  which  yon  may  bring 
into  operatioa  before  y«n  eome  to  this  tax. 
For  my  part,  I  nerer  will  cooaent  to  an 
Incomo'lax,  abort  of  the  country  being  in 

sUte  of  rwal  war.  I  think  that  it  oigfat 
to  be  a  war  tax.  I  do  not  think,  however, 
that  it  should  be  called  ftw  now,  even  after 
the  horrible  events  that  have  occurred  in 
our  eastern  dominion*.  Tbe  war  there, 
turely  the  noble  l<ord  has  exaggerated  I 
hope,  though  he  described,  I  fear,  but  too 
Unly  the  peril.  It  may  be  considered  as 
making  against  my  ailment  to  admit  the 
peril  that  theps  is  in  that  war ;  but  then  it 
it  no  such  war  at  that  in  which  you  ought 
to  have  resort  10  the  Income-tax ;  because 
you  have  already  ihown  that  it  wai  for  a 
different  kind  of  war  you  first  assented  to 
this  tax.  Tbe  noble  Lord,  indeed,  talked 
of  statesmanlike  conduct.  Now,  it  seemt 
to  me  to  be  not  very  statesmanlike  conduct 
to  give  expression  to  tbe  fearAil  snggestkMie 
that  he  hat  done :  for  Uie  doing  eo  by  him 
cannot  but  add  eoormon^y  to  tbe  peril 
that  really  exists.  It  was  said  by  smm 
one,  I  think  by  Lord  Brougham,  at  oaa 
time,  that  England  was  bound  in  recogoi* 
sancet  to  the  amoont  of  eight  haodred 
millioos  to  keep  tbe  peace.  It  is  a  aeati. 
ment  that  I  have  often  beard  repealed  by 
Mr.  Hume,  and  whose  voice  I  bope  soon 
to  hear  again  within  the  walls  of  thie 
House.  It  it  a  tentiment  that  is  heard 
frequaoll^  repeated  abroad.  Tbe  know- 
ledge of  It  is  a  source  <J  weaknesa  lo  you. 
It  takes  away  from  that  authoritative  l(ue 
which  England  mi^t  otherwise  employ 
towards  the  other  nations  of  Uie  earth. 
Tbe  eight  hundred  millioaa  of  yoar  debt 
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tre  MHuidered  by  your  bitlercat 
u  a  wwpon  wbich  tbej  can  ute  for  your 
weakoeu.  Ii  U  wise,  theoi  at  luch  a 
nioment  ai  this  to  niaka  yogr  weakosM 
Btill  more  palpable,  by  giviog  w  fearful 
and  M  deapDDfling  a  piclure  of  ibe  dangen 
that  threaten  you  in  India  and  in  Cbina } 
1  ibink  not.  I  think  you  ought  not  lo  do 
any  such  thing;  and  that,  though  you 
atate  Utat  you  hare  luAred  ouch,  yet  yon 
•boald  rather  be  dlipoied  lo  ahow  your 
ffeaoarccB'than  exhibit  yourweakneH.  I 
think  to,  aod  I  think,  too,  that  this  ia  not, 
beyond  all  other*,  the  occasion  when  you 
ahonkl  have  panoed  luflh  a  line  of  conduct. 
Are  you  eo  lafa  with  Ruuia  ?  Have  you 
no  peril  of  a  real  war  with  Rnasia  ?  Are 
you  Mcara  of  France  t  I  know  that  you 
ban  praised  the  King  of  ibe  French.  I 
hara  beard  bim  lauded  and  be-praised 
btrt.  w  that  good  taste  (and  I  am  not  *ery 
fcsti^oos)  us  bsen  outrsged  by  tbeir 
giOM  exaggerationt.  I  have  beard  H. 
Guiaot,  too,  spoken  of  bare  as  the  perfec- 
tKMi  of  BuaisUn  ■  and  I  have,  thoogb  by 
M  means  bound  to  do  so,  hlnBh«l  for 
Eagliibmen  wban  I  heard  the  praises  of 
Ihe  man.  And  yet  you  are  not  sale  with 
Fcanoc.  No;  there  are  perils  there.  Yon 
ate  not  secntt  with  the  lauded  King  of  the 
FrcBcb.  I  am  quite  justified  in  eayiug 
that  with  bim  you  cannot  be  aecure.  You 
bare,  then,  perils  before  you.  You  have, 
too,  great  perils  with  America.  ^Chtan.] 
I  mndecataad  these  cbeers.  It  is  part  of 
my  argamaat.  You  have,  tbeo,  greater 
pmls  OQ  the  part  of  America,  because,  as 
I  beliave,  you  are  right — perfectly  right — 
in  the  qoarre).  Upon  Ibe  right  of  search, 
1  think  Ibat  the  paper  of  Lord  Abardsea 
pnret  tbe  matiar  to  demoDstration,  as  I 
undarslood  it.  In  the  matter  of  the  Creole 
you  are  nndonbtedly  right,  but  then  you 
nave  lo  fear  American  prida  mad  reseat- 
meat  i  yon  have  to  dread  Ibat  disposition 
to  akioaosity  which  men  ar«  most  ready  to 
eviDce  when  tbey  are  most  in  the  wrong. 
Shall  1  be  told  that  these  are  perils  for 
which  you  should  be  prepared  ?  Yes,  end 
I  am  aigain(  tbat  yon  ahould  not  have  an 
locoma-tax  nstil  iba  exigency  of  the  time 
reqnma  IL  I  wish  to  show  yon  tbat  pu 
ougbt  to  hoard  up  your  Incomfrtax  aa 
weapon  to  be  held  ta  IsrforaM  over  ^oi 
enemies.  Yon  ihonld  hava  boarded  it  up 
for  tbe  exigeociea  of  war,  to  which  you 
migbt  threaten  to  raaort  in  csae  of  neces- 
sity. Your  capacity  to  enconntar  your 
foeaiiM  ibwld  be  tbiiH-yiMT  power  at 
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any  lime  to  resort  to  an  Income-tax.  It 
would  be  felt  by  your  foes  as  your  power 
to  encounter  tbeir  armies.  Informer  wars 
you  raised  seventeen  millions  per  annum 
with  an  Income-las.  Yon  should  be  able 
to  say  that  England  can,  if  lequisilBi  raise 
twenty  millions  per  annum— -that  which 
would  cepiesetii  five  hundred  millions  of 
francs.  It  is  your  weapon  of  defence,  and 
donot  throw  it  away.  [Hear,  ilaar.]  Smile 
or  sneer,  if  you  please ;  but  sUU  listen  to 
that  wbich  is  laiil  to  you.  At  present  you 
listen  but  to  the  voice  of  party.  You  bring 
this  on  amid  all  the  fervour  of  party  zeal. 
Consult,  I  say,  your  own  interests  and 
your  own  judgments,  and  seek  not  for  a 
triumph  which  can  only  serve  a  party 
purpose.  You  may  now  eojoy  such  a 
iriamph ;  but  when  this  Us  ia  laid  on, 
when  tbe  burden  comes  to  be  felt,  when 
it  is  in  operation  upon  tbe  iutelltgent 
clasiea,  on  thoae  who  have  bat  a  life  an- 
nuity, on  those  who  have  but  a  precariou 
income— nbea  tbe  tax  comes  into  opera* 
tion,  and  ia  felt  by  those,  do  you  think 
that  the  knowledge  tbat  it  was  laid  on  when 
there  was  no  necessity  for  it,  when  it  waa 
not  required,  when  that  knowledge  is 
coupledwith  the  injustice  oflhe  thing  itself, 
do  you  not  think  that  you  will  make  many 
formidable  enemies  for  yourselves,  and 
that  a  cry  will  be  raised,  which  has  only 
to  be  repeated,  and  that  once  was  so  load 
tbat  even  an  unreformed  Parliament  could 
not  make  bead  against  it.  Recollect  what 
you  are  doing.  You  are  laying  down  tbe 
surest  means  of  arraying  against  yonrselves 
all  the  active  talent  of  the  nation— tbe 
rising  lawyers — tbe  rising  pbysicians^the 
skilful  clerks,  whose  superior  talents  enable 
them  to  obtain  larger  salerias.  Alt  these 
— sU  the  activity,  intelligence,  and  talent, 
you  are  placing  ia  hostility  to  yourselves. 
This  you  are  doing  with  those  suited  to 
be  the  most  formidable  leaders  of  public 
opinion  that  can  possibly  be  imagined. 
Should  these  proceed  in  a  course  which 
may  make  men  disgusted  with  tbe  In- 
come-tax when  the  real  neoeasity  for  its 
use  may  arise?  Why  now  throw  away  a 
weapon  from  which  you  may  derive  at  a 
future  time  such  advantages,  and  whan 
the  opinion  entertabed  respecting  it  may 
be  beyond  tbe  reality  of  iu  power  T  If  you 
keep  it  in  your  armoury,  you  will  be  tb« 
stronger,  perhaps,  for  tbe  struggle,  be* 
cause  its  powers  are  unknown.  I  oppoaa 
it,  tbeo,  because  yon  have  nol  shown  tbt 
uectsiity  for  it;  butawiming  the  ateat*.  - 
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■ity,  then  I  oppose  it,  becauie  there  ere 
other  TesouTces  Bofficient  to  meet  that  oe- 
eei(ity  ou  vhich  yon  may  rely.  1  oppose 
it  becaoic  of  its  TeiatiDui  nature,  of  the 
iDquJittoria)  powen  itconfen,  of  gratifying 
BDimoiity  in  lonie,  of  idle  coriosiLy  in 
frthers,  and  in  all  of  a  node  of  disposing 
of  men's  piopeity  that  ought  to  be  un- 
known in  a  free  country.  First,  a  man 
must  satisfy  the  sarveyor,  and  then  the 
inipectOT— I  am  now  talking  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  former  bill — then  there  mutt 
be  an  appeal  to  the  additional  cummii- 
sioners,  aod  finally  to  the  genera!  commii- 
aionera.  These  are  provisions  of  the 
fbrmer  act.  They  auihorize  the  iospeclioa 
of  books.  Id  every  case  they  can  require 
siateinents— they  can  demand  an  account 
of  profits  and  losses— they  can  reject  it — 
they  are  entitled  to  take  the  checks  of  a 
merchant— to  lake  his  books — to  stop  his 
bniiness— and  there  was  no  appeal  to  a 


judge  or  a  jury ;  but  all  was  to  be  de- 
cid«l  despotically.  He  hoped  that  many 
of  these  things  would  be  altered  ;  but  in 
the  rery  natare  of  the  ihing,  there  must 
remain  many  matters  in  the  machinery 
that  mast  be  productive  of  the  greatest 
mischief  tnd  vexation.  Was  this  then, 
the  species  of  lax  Ihat  the  House  should 
regard  as  indispensable  to  introduce  into 
the  countTj  now,  and  when  you  are  threat- 
ened with  a  perio'*,  which  I  hope  may 
never  come,  but  for  which  it  certainly 
ought  to  bepostpoDcd— namely,  a  state  of 
actoal  war — foe  a  period,  when  the  country 
might  be  in  danger ;  when  one  and  all 
might  regard  the  safety  of  the  Slate  as  in 
peril  >  It  is  for  such  a  ^riod,  I  mainUin, 
that  you  ought  to  keep  it,  and  not  throw 
it  away,  by  exposing  the  country  to  all  its 
horrors  at  the  present  moment.  I  object 
to  the  Income-tax  as  unnecessary.  I  ob- 
ject to  it  as  not  justified  by  any  necessity 
short  of  war.  The  necessity  yon  have  not 
been  able  to  show— the  necessity  has  not 
arisen.  I  object  to  it  now,  as  it  ought  to 
be  reserved  for  a  state  of  war.  I  object 
to  it  as  unjustifiable.  And,  lastly,  I  ob- 
ject to  it  as  the  perpetration  of  arrant  and 
groM  injnatice.  What  iajuitice,  1  ask, 
can  be  so  great  a*  that  ao  unfortonate 
clerk  with  300/.  a  year,  who  is  dependent, 
perhaps,  npon  the  caprice  of  bis  emploier, 
apOD  bia  health,  and  whom  an  accident 
in  Ibe  office  might  disable  from  earning  a 
■hJIiiag,  ahoold  be  called  upon  to  pay 
this  lax?  A  man  such  as  that  is  placed 
upon  u  tqaility  with  thg  otmer  of  ft  fsa< 
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flimple   property.     If  that  man  died,  his 
bmily  would  be  left  without  a  provision, 
while  the  owner  of  the  fee-simple  estate,  if 
he  died,  must  leave  that  which  would  be 
equal  to  9,000/.,  or  a  fair  sum  to  subsist 
upon.    Yon  tax  the  one  as  much  as  yoa 
do  the  other.     Vou  may  call  ihal  justice 
if  yon  please;   but,  in  the  name  of  common 
sense,  I  denounce  it  as  an  arrant  and  gross 
injustice.     Is  there,  then,  no  injustice  in 
a   man  disclosiog  the  amount  of  bis  in- 
come?   Is  there  no  injustice  in  forcing  a 
man  to  be  an  instrument  in  doing  himself 
the  wrong  nf  charging  himself  with  pos- 
sessing mora  than  he  really  owned  ?  These, 
Sir,  are  reasons  thai  convince  me  I  ought 
to  oppose  this  law.     I  oppose  it  as  an  In- 
come-iax- not  as  it  may  be  mixed  up  as  a 
portion  of  a  property-tax.     1  confess  that 
I  have  an  additional  reason  for  opposing 
it— that  it  is  to  maintain  the  landed  aris- 
tocracy— that  it  is  a  struggle  to  keep  up 
their  renU ;  for  it  has  been  candidly  ad- 
mitted that  rents  ought  to  be  maintained. 
It  is  to  maintain  the  landed  interests  in 
the  possession  of  their  hig^  rents  that  you 
do  this.     And  why  should  you  not  do  so  ? 
Are  they  not  your  masters,  and  able  to 
displace  you  if  you  dare  to  offend  them  ! 
The  legialation  is  for  one  class ;  and  there 
is  no  mitigation  in  any  way  for  the  horrors 
of  the  bread-tax,  as  they  existed.     For 
my  part,  t  am  for  an  equality  of  free-trade. 
[  am  for  no  bastard,  or  left-handed  free 
trade.     Have  first  a  free-trade   in  corn, 
and  then  let  others  have  all  the  advantage 
in  other  tbinga  of  sn  absolute  free-trade. 

Lord  ESot  commenced  bv  obaerring, 
that  the  apology  with  which  tne  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  oommenoed 
bis  speech  waa,  in  his  jndgment,  quite  un- 
necessary. He  hoped  it  never  would  be 
thought  requisite  for  any  hon.  Member  to 
ofier  to  the  House  an  apology  for  taking 
an  active  part  in  the  immediate  concerns 
of  a  diKrent  branch  of  the  empire  from 
that  with  which  he  was  connected.  He 
should  not  follow  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  through  the  whole 
course  of  the  observations  he  had  just  ad- 
dressed to  the  House.  The  right  hoo. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  contended, 
that  other  means  than  those  proposed  by 
her  Majesty'a  Government  ought  to  he 
adopted  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the 
revenue  which  was  admitted  on  all  hands 
to  exist,  and  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentlemen  admitted  that  some  fiirther 
aid  vaa  Deoeuary  from  the  taxes  repealed 
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litust  the  end  of  the  war,  but  he  had  itu- 
diously  ftbeiuued  from  pointing  out  that 
tax  from  vhich  the  deGdeoc^  ought  to  be 
supplied.  True,  he  had  touched  upon 
one  single  point — namel)',  the  probate 
duty,  but  the  right  hoc.  and  lesrued  Oeo- 
tleman  had  formtteD  the  statemeut  on 
that  subject  reaaby  his  right  hon.  Friend. 
If  he  wanted  ao  argument  to  confirm  the 
j'lsw  he  had  taken  of  the  policy  of  the 
scheme  propnsed  by  hia  right  hon.  Friend 
[Sir   R.  Peel),    he  could    find   it  in 

nh  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
in.  The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman had  drawn  a  frightful  picture  of 
the  dangers  with  which  he  seemed  to 
Ihiok  tfaia  country  was  environed ;  and  it 
certainly  appeared  to  him  somewhat  ex- 
traordinary, that  after  exhibiting  auch  i 
picture,  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman should  deprecate  the  preparations 
to  meet  those  dangers  made  by  his  right 
hon.  Friend.  He  conceited,  that  looking 
at  the  situation  in  wliich  this  country 
placed,  (he  would  be  better  able  to 
counter  the  perils  with  which  ihe  was  said 
to  be  Burmunded  when  her  credit  was 
good  fran  haring  a  large  surplus  revenue. 
The  ririit  boo.  and  learned  Gentleman 
bad  alluded  to  the  character  and  the 
(qieration  of  the  Income-tax.  Now,  he 
boned  and  beliered,  that  his  right  hon. 
Fnend  was  prepared  by  the  machinery  of 
the  present  measure  to  obriate  and  remove 
many  of  the  objections  urged  against  the 
former  law.  Hffi,  therufwe,  asked  the 
Hooae  what  was  the  present  stage  of  the 
bill— it  was  on  the  bnn^ng  up  the  report 
of  the  resolutions  on  which  the  bill  was  to 
be  founded;  and  would  it  not  be  better 
and  mcffe  i^iportane  to  discuss  diese  points 
when  the  mil  with  the  machinery  it  pro- 
rided  waa  before  the  House?  The  non. 
Member  for  Tweeds  had  adverted  to  a  meet- 
ing lately  held  in  that  town  to  petition 
auaioBt  this  tax.  He  would  ask  that  hon. 
Member  what  tax  there  was  in  existence 
to  petition  against  which,  a  meeting  might 
not  be  convened  I  AH  admitted,  that 
additional  taxes  were  necessary  in  the 
existing  state  of  things,  and  he  had  not 
heard  a  single  tax  su^ested  to  which  no 
objection  could  be  made.  He  might  be 
permitted,  on  this  occasion,  very  shortly  to 
advert  to  a  matter  persmal  to  iiimself. 
He  had  been  made  the  subject  of  some 
misrepresentation  in  the  county  he  had 
the  honour  to  represent,  and  the  hon-  and 
learned  Member  for  Linkeard,  last  uighl 
alluded,  though  not  peraonally   to   him 


(Lord  Eliot),  to  those  county  Memben 
who  at  the  last  general  election  had  con- 
curred in  holding  up  the  badset  of  the 
noble  Lord,  the  Member  for  the  city  of 
London,  to  the  reprobation  of  the  constit- 
uent bodies.  It  was  true  he  had  con- 
demned the  budget  of  the  noble  Lord,  and 
he  did  so  atill.  He  had  objected  to  a 
liied  duty  on  corn,  as  not  (slculated  to 
benefit  the  consumer,  and  in  that  view  he 
was  borne  out  by  fitcts  and  figures.  He 
had  also  contended,  that  a  fixed  duty 
would  not  operate  beneficially  for  the  pro- 
ducer, because  under  it  be  would  not,  in 
time  of  scarcity,  be  able  to  maintain  hia 
price.  That  was  admitted  by  the  noUe 
Lord  himself.  He  had  exhorted  his  con. 
slituents  to  resist  the  proposition  of  the 
noble  Lord,  and  that  they  concurred  in  hii 
views  was  proved  by  their  having  sent  him 
to  that  House  as  the  opponent  of  the  corn 
bill  of  the  noble  Lord.  It  had  been  said, 
that  the  fanners  were  not  prepared  for  any 
material  change  or  alteration.  Now,  oa 
the  bustiogs,  he  had  been  asked  by  an  hon. 
Baronet,  formerly  a  Member  of  that 
House — he  alluded  to  Sir  William  Moles- 
worth,  what  he  would  do  if  any  material 
alteration  was  proposed  by  Sir  R.  PeeL 
His  answer  had  been,  that  he  abided  by  the 
sliding-acale,  but  that  he  did  not  posseoa 
the  requisite  knowledge  to  decide  what 
alterations  ou^t  to  be  made  in  the  details 
of  the  Corn-lavs ;  but  be  would  not  sup- 
port any  plan  which  did  not  meet  with 
the  general  acceptance  of  the  uricultunl 
body.  Now,  he  would  ask  the  House, 
whether  this  measure  had  not  met  with 
theacceptanceoftbeagriculturalbody?  He 
had,  bowerer,  to  meet  adouble  argument; 
first,  the  right  boo.  and  learned  Member  for 
Dublin  talknl  of  legislating  for  class  in- 
terests, and  then  other  hon.  Membera 
held,  that  he  bad  been  inconsistent,  and 
had  sacrificed  the  interests  of  his  constit- 
uents. Surely  these  two  ar;gtiments  were 
wholly  incompatible.  He  had  always 
maintained,  that  a  certain  rational  nn>. 
tectioD  ought  to  be  afforded  to  the  British 
farmer,  wnom  be  did  not  believe  to  be 
anxious  to  mtuntain  exorbitant  prices.  But 
when  he  wss  taunted  with  haring  deceived 
his  constituenla,  he  trusted  he  did  not 
overvalue  the  podtion  in  which  he  was 
placed,  when  he  said,  that  though  it  waa 
uf  little  importance  whether  he  held  a 
situation  under  Government  or  not,  still 
ibarked  in  the  fortunes  of  the  Govern- 
ment, he  felt  be  should  not  be  justified  on 
ligbtgroanda  in  leaving  office;  but,aftar':c 
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Uw  quntion  htd  bwn  opeaed,  h*  bad  <»a< 
nltM  with  hU  iMding  influenlial  nip- 
port«M  in  tbe  coantv  lie  had  the  honour  to 
npVfMDt,  and  told  them,  that  If  they 
thiHia|ht  be  bad  deonred  them,  he  would 
abauaoB  hia  watand  go  to  a  fretb  election. 
Tber  site  aod  all  bad  replied,  that  hJa 
oonduet  in  aupportiag  the  pro^itton  of 
Sir  Robert  Peel  was  not  incoDsiatent  with 
Mr  deelaiation  he  had  made,  and  that  ha 
had  Dot  heen  fnvilty  ot  deceit  or  deluMoo. 
Aa  to  ths  tariff,  od  moat  of  the  articles  h« 
wai  unaUa  to  ftive  a  definite  opioioDi 
waa  bound  tu  admit,  that  as  to  some  of  the 
articlw  ooniidorable  alarm  exiated  id  the 
nlnda  of  some  of  hia  conatituanta ;  he  had 
raoaifad  MpraaantatioiiB  to  that  effecL 
H«  did  not  oaueur  with  thsm ;  he  be- 
iUred  that  the  evila  to  ba  aiiticipated 
■an  greatly  exaggerated.  Ha  alluded 
puticnlnrlf  to  the  importation  of  cattle 
and  maat.  The  best  informeiian  which 
he  had  racaired  led  him  to  anspeet 
then  was  no  oauae  to  expect  any  great 
impartMioti  or  such  prices  aa  nutterially 
to  depress  tbe  markets  of  the  kingdoin. 
His  nsht  hon.  Friaad  would  ba  i£le  to 
■haw  this  tuacluuTBlj  in  the  atateaieat 
which  he  would  msheto  the  Houaa, 
ts  tba  JjuMHUO'tax  itself,  he  did  net  think 
it  aeaeaMry  U  address  the  House  many 
ttbasmtlmia  upon  it.  Hon.  Gentleeaen  had 
tallied  of  ainwnsd  ta»e,  but  tiuy  would 
waigb  DDaqually  and  parbapa  more  op. 
pwiaiTily  on  the  middle  claaafs.  Befiwe 
aa  nuBf  iri^aatioas  were  made  to  tbe  iii>- 
auiajional  nature  of  tbe  tax,  it  would  bare 


.  1  aa  wall  to  hare  w»ted 
niaciiinary  by  which  the  ri^t  hon.  "&%■ 
fWMl  prppoaed  to  oairy  the  tax  into  eflbct. 
He  aould  not  but  exprea*  his  grati&ntion, 
that  the  right  boo.  Mronet  had  bean  able 
to  draw  from  Ireland  that  which  waa  its 
juat  proportioB  of  the  tax,  without  pra- 
peslDg  sensiblr  to  add  to  its  taxation. 
He  should  erer  have  ia  view  the  wealth 
ud  pFosperitjr  of  that  porticB  of  the  efn- 
pire. 

Mr.  Hana  ehsarrad,  that  the  argnmeat 
ef  the  nsblo  Lofd  waa  quit*  incoDsialent 
with  that  of  the  first  Lord  af  the  Tres- 
•ury  I  for  while  the  one  said  there  would 
be  DO  large  inpartttion  of  ftnign  meet  or 
oattla  in  mniequcnce  of  ths  tariff,  tba  other 
daeUred  that  the  rdaxatioii  prudueed  by 
it  would  cstue  a  saring  lo  each  family 
aqual  t«  the  amount  of  the  laenina<-tax  im- 
poaid.  Lcaviaff  this  p«at,  the  hon.  Geatlo' 
awn  proeeedea  to  say,  that  there  were  two 
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Out  WM  %  PMperty-taK,  and  ooa  wai  aa 
Ineonwtax.  The  latter  had  bean  ad<q>lad, 
aad  muob  as  it  might  be  denied,  it  was  a 
tax  that  preased  upon  tbe  poori  fhr  al- 
though it  was  i^etended  that  this  ^tem 
of  taxation  did  not  B0ect  tite  labourer,  yet 
it  did  depress  the  active  and  produetire 
capital  of  the  country,  and  so  it  did  injur* 
tbe  labourer.  He  had  good  autiiority  for 
stating  that  there  was  a  great  distinction 
between  a  Pmpertyitax  and  an  Ineone- 
tax.  The  opinion  of  bfr.  Hu^iaton  had 
been  already  referred  te,  and  he  would  not 
again  quote  it  j  but  Mr.  Huiklason'a  v/jM' 
leu,  so  late  a>  the  year  1S80,  wat  adrerae 
fai  an  IneMiie-tax  and  in  laroui  rf  a  pra> 
perty-tax.  Tbeie  were  autborilioa,  aad 
clear  authorities,  whieh  drew  tbe  diattBo- 
tion ;  and  aure  he  waa,  that  an  Inaome- 
tax  would  diiectly  aifect  the  fiind  out  of 
which  the  labourer  was  paid,  and  so  would 
effect  mora  Iqury  to  tba  workmen  than 
what  were  deemed  indirect  taxes  On  the 
5th  Dcoember,  17B8,  tba  then  Sir  Franeis 
Baring  made  a  powerful  aud  eonrlBoing 
argument  en  the  diffsreDoa  batweeu  to 
income  and  a  property-tax.    Ha  aaidt 

"A  learned  gentleman  had  intde  lome  dtl- 
tlnction  between  >  tu  upon  income  and  a  tU 
>poD  oapital.  With  regard  lo  inoome,  he 
•eeaed  to  ihiafc  ibera  ceuld  be  no  eraiion.  fa 
some  meBMire,  ibe  Isaroad  geeileoian  mini 
ha  rigbl ;  but.  witti  regani  to  tnde>  be  0*^ 
lainl/  was  in  ths  wrOM ;  for  in  cgmmpice  tha 
bill  would  be  liable  to  eTuioni  aad  ^B^ 
without  end.  A  mai)  migbt  have  a  lute  in- 
come In  trade,  and  yet  his  property  couul  not 
be  aKertained.  Even  oeuld  it  be  come  at, 
ihara  were  ocoasitws  whan  jl  ihoHld  net  be 
louefasd.  There  was  aoikieg  which  should 
havs  a  Hroqgar  elaini  on  tbe  protsalon  of  Go- 


vanunaot  t\>v>  crsalive  talents  )n  msroanlile 
punuiu,     Wlier;  induslry  was  eogaReq  if) 


trioiji  and  enterprlsinB  Bhoold  be  protected ; 
at  least,  he  should  not  be  molested  whiUt  en- 
gaged in  producing  a  capita).  When  it  was 
preduced,  ihea  let  it  be  taied ;  but,  while  he 
IB  eegagid  in  the  pursuHf  nn  ioipeolor  should 
pry  into  hia  affairs." 

That  «as  the  opinion  before  the  bill  had 
been  tried,  when  the  principle  was  under 
discussion,  and  tbe  whob  of  tbe  debate 
showed  that  it  was  not  anticipated  that  the 
tax  would  endure  beyoud  the  time  of  the 
great  pressing  emergency.  The  plan  now 
[v^ioaed  l^  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
not  only  at  total  variance  with  that  fta- 
posed  by  the  late  Government,  but  it  ap- 
peared also  to  be  ia  direct  riolatioo  of 
^  prineiplea  which  his  owu  party  had 
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Ud  down  pnvloai  to  tlia  dindatMO  of  the 
Uto  PuliBmeot,  and  bt  nferred  to  thin 
diMropucT  becuMC  he  thought  the  oonti- 
tif  had  tM  greatett  Intenat  in  the  con- 


HttoDcr  of  B  large  party,  H«  recollected 
perftctljr  well  that  the  noble  Lord,  the 
Heinber  for  North  Lancashire,  In  a  speech 
which  be  delivwed  only  bo  short  a  time 
wee  ai  laat  June,  itatra  the  gronnds  on 
which  the  dinolntion  was  about  to  take 
place,  la  the  coarse  of  that  speech  he 
was  guilty  of  an  Irregularity  which  gare 
the  noble  Lord  a  better  opportunity  of 
declaring  his  o|^ion,  and  toe  pablie  had 
m  right  to  try  the  plan  now  prmosed  by 
the  eipectatioos  which  the  noUe  Lord  and 
Us  party  had  then  raised. 

"Tba  bon.  Member  for  Lambeth  (said  the 
noble  IiOrd)  told  ui  ihli  sveniDj  that  an  vp- 
peaj  is  about  to  be  made  to  the  public,  not  on 
■ny  general  or  ondefioed  queition — not  to 
decide  whether  Ihii  or  that  man  ihall  be  bi  ihe 
bead  of  the  OoTcmaeat—bnt  stmpty  on  this 
distiiMit  qoettion — whether  or  not  the  eouatry 
will  do  away  with  the  con,  monopoly,  which 
ii  the  cauie  of  varioni  other  monopoliM  [Mr. 
Raws* :  Not  the  corn  only].  Well,  tben,  ac- 
cording  to  the  bon.  Member,  Ministen  are 
about  to  appeal  to  the  country  for  the  purpose 
of  inducing  the  const ituenciei  tn  return  luch 
a  House  of  Commoni  aj  will  effeeiualty  put 
down  all  thou  great  inlereata  of  the  country 
wbieb  they  are  pleated  to  eall  monopoliee,  of 
wblefa  interaib  thai  of  the  landowner*  and 
afrieakariAs  iaa  in  their  mind,  the  first,  the 
ireatestf  aod  the  most  etrodoui.  Tha  quatlioo 
H  £airly  put  by  the  bon.  Member  for  lam- 


He  would  now  aak  whether  the  mhla 
Lord  and  his  ColleagMS  bad  maintained 
these  mOD^Mtlies,  or  had  abandoned  them ; 
had  the  oora  monoptdy  been  maiatainad  t 
Had  he  maiotained  the  nonopoty  of  the 
prorision  laws?  He  had  declined  to  touch 
the  sagsT  taoumwly,  but  why  did  he  de- 
clioe  to  touch  tnat  monopoly  when  they 
toadied  the  othen  t  The  great  difibrence 
between  (ha  plan  proposed  by  the  present 
CtovemaKDt  end  that  hrooght  forward  fay 
the  late  Minislen  was,  that  the  lata  Oo- 
TCTDBMBt  thonght  they  should  be  ablo  to 
obtain  snffieientraTenueby  grappling  with 
great  asonopoliee,  whilst  the  preeent  Oo> 
veriHiMiit  had  thought  it  part  of  tltdr  duty 
to  maintain  those  monopolise,  and  at  tbe 
same  time  to  impose  gnat  additional  tax»- 
tioo  upoa  the  coontrv.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  if  they  eou^t  to  obtalB  an  in- 
creased rereBUe  th^  were  beund  in  tbe 
ifst  plaoe  to  take  up  those  artideo  oo 
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which  there  wera  high  dntiaa. 
had  remored  the  muni^liee  oi 
articlee  they  might  then  ban  ntand 
fairly  upon  the  general  question  vt  Inm- 
trade,  tbey  raiRht  then  bare  Justly  nun  wad 
the  English  laoourwi  to  competition  with 
foreigners,  which  would  be  moetnnjiiat 
without  the  change.  They  malntainadi 
howerer,  a  high  price  for  com  i  aod  al- 
though they  altered  the  tariff,  aeoerding 
to  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Com- 
wall's  (Lord  Eliot)  own  admimioB,  then 
would  be  no  sensible  diminuUoa  in  the 
price  of  other  articles  of  fbod.  Tba  pre- 
eent Ooremment,  then,  eiposed  the  la- 
bourers of  ihis  country  to  direct  competi- 
tion with  the  labourers  of  other  countries, 
without  enaitling  the  English  labouiera  to 
obtain  thdt  fiMd  at  the  dieapeat  rate.  Ho 
aiftnowledgad  that  the  amended  tarUT 
would  contribnte  to  tbe  advaotafe  of  the 
trade  of  this  country  {  the  step  \AAA  bad 
been  taken  was  a  stop  in  tha  right  direiv 
tlu'i.  but  towards  the  great  maso  of  the 
peuple  of  this  country  it  was  sn  aet  of  in- 
justice, which  would  not  long  permit  the 
right  hon.  Oentkman  to  maintain  theeom 
monopolv,  and  the  otha  monopdlsa  he 
now  shidded.  The  Income-tax  would 
create  much  discontent,  and  that  dlicon- 
tent  woidd  be  directed  agdnat  those  moMu 
police  of  a  much  mora  aerione  ohanuter 
than  anyartlde  included  in  the  preposad 
tariff.  The  noble  Leid  the  Hembav  for 
North  Lanoadiire  had  said  that  the  oova- 
btU  of  the  noble  Lord  on  that  ride  of  the 
House  (Lord  John  Russeil)  had  been 
ecented.  But  by  whom  bad  it  bean  aaoat. 
tit  it  bad  been  sconted  by  tha  aouutiaa, 
aod  bythaMemberaieturaed  by  the  land- 
lonJ^i,  who  were  tiie  real  rulers  aeooeding 
to  the  noble  Lord's  own  riew.  For  whan 
they  talked  of  the  county  repreaanlatiou, 
ther  must  recollect  tbe  noUe  Lord's  own 
dedaradon,  that  to  know  who  would  be  the 
eounty  Member,  (t  waa  only  neoaamry  tn 
'  up  the  numbera  of  the  landed  pro- 
prietors en  one  side,  and  oo  the  otbw,  in 
eadi  county,  and  dien  tbeyflouU  easOy 
decide  what  would  be  the  ebaiacter  of  the 
repreaeatatirei.  By  them  the  Corn-law  of 
tile  lata  Government  had  been  rejeeted. 
The  farmers  now,  however,  eotertaiaed 
somewhat  difiisreut  opinions.  Ha  had  re- 
oetred  acoounts  of  agricnltoral  raeatings. 
One  had  taken  place  at  Harlesteu,  in  Nor- 
folk or  Bttflblk,  where  the  formem  had  da. 
dared  that  they  preferred  a  fixed  daty. 
Tbey  agreed  to  a  petitloo,  they  adopted 
his  9obM  Friend's  {dan,  and  th^  xejaclait  .; 
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the  lDcMiw>tix  and  the  tariff  on  cattle 
wopoaed  fay  tbe  right  hon.  Oentleman. 
lite  rigfat  hon.  Gentlemaa  held  out  hii 
alidins-Kale  and  bis  Corn-bill;  he  held 
out  hu  tariff  and  bis  [ncome-tax.  What 
did  the  noble  Lord  (I^rd  J.  Rusiell]  say  f 
He  hoped  by  a  tax  of  8s.  upon  corn,  and 
by  a  reductioa  of  tbe  timber  dutiea,  and 
1^  an  alteration  of  tbe  misar  duties,  to 
produce  an  ample  rerenue.  His  right  hon. 
Friend  the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer had  reserred  tn  himtelf  the  right  to 
iHue  bcdiequer  bills,  to  make  up  a  tem- 
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porary  deficieDcy;  but  he  believed  that 
if  tbe  redaction  propoeed  were  made  upon 
the  great  articles  of  consumption,  ttiey 
would  be  aUe  to  go  on  vithout  mak- 
ing any  addition  to  the  taxation  of  the 
country.  He  thought  that  if  tbe  formen 
had  now  tbe  two  ^ani  before  them,  and 
began  again,  thej  would  see  some  advao- 
tagea  in  the  Si.  duty  over  the  plan  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman ;  and  that  if  they 
went  back  to  the  constitaencies  tbe  noble 
Lord  would  have  the  preference  which,  on 
the  last  occasion,  was  offered  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentlenuto.  One  reason  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  found  for  his 
Income-tax  wa*  in  the  proposed  reduction 
of  tbe  tariff.  He  very  much  questioned 
whether  the  evil  of  an  Income-tax  was  not 
a  full  equivalent  for  any  reduction  of  the 
dntca  in  tbe  tariff.  Were  there,  however,  no 
other  aoorcea  from  which  the  Gorernment 
could  obtain  a  rennue?  The  ntdile  Lord 
near  him  had  adopted  tbe  manly  and  the 
eliaightfiirward  course ;  he  had  departed 
from  the  plan  <^  Mr,  Tiernej',  and  the  plan 
punned  last  rear,  of  opposing  everythini; 
and  propoung  nothing.  The  noble  Lord's 
conduct  was  tlie  very  reverse  of  the  Oppo- 
ution  of  last  year;  for  the  noble  Lord  had 
taken  the  bold  and  manly  coune — be  bad 
prt^wsed  another  plan,  and  be  had  shown 
hov  ba  would  be  able  to  apply  his  prin- 
ciples in  |v«ctice.  But  must  they  resort 
to  an  increase  of  taxation  ?^-flnd  wen  they 
forced  to  take  the  Income-tax  propoaed  by 
tbe  tight  hon.  Gentleman  ?  We  were  even 
now  paving  off  2.000,000/,  a-year  of  the 
nati<»ialdeot.  ["Where,  where."]  Hewould 
■how  them  where.  Hesawtbebon.  Gentle- 
man, tbe  Secretary  for  the  Treasury  ( M  r.  G. 
Clerk)  present,  who  was  well  acquainted 
with  those  details,  and  be  would  refer  him 
to  a  parliamentary  paper  laid  on  the  Table 
of  tbe  House,  on  the  SSnd  June,  1841,  by 
Mr.  More  U'Ferrall,  the  then  Secretary  of 
the  Treaiury,  which  had  not  been  alluded 
to  in  these  discusaimB.    From  this  paper 


it  appeared,  that  between  the  year  1881 
and  the  year  1841  we  had  paid  off 
22,6O0,000Jl  of  the  national  debt,  and  that 
we  were  going  on  to  pay  off  the  debt  after 
the  same  rate.  The  whole  amount  of  public 
debt  in  1631,  funded  and  unfunded,  both  as 
to  capital  and  charge,  supposing  tbe  termin- 
able annuities  to  be  converted  into  equiva- 
lent perpetual  annuities/was  83 8,54 B, 903/,, 
In  the  year  1841  it  had  bllen  to 
815,957,936/.,  making  a  difference  of 
22,591,967/.  He  defied  bis  hon.  Friend, 
the  Member  for  the  City  of  London,  to 
contradict  that  statement  {  and  he  defied 
him  to  show  that  we  were  not  gmng  on 
paying  in  the  same  proportion.  And  wne 
they  to  be  told  that  there  was  such  an 
emergency  that  nothing  but  the  imposition 
of  an  Incnm^tax  would  enable  us  to  sup- 
ply our  wants,  and  put  tbe  country  into  a 
proper  state  of  defence  ?  For  himself,  he 
never  would  consent  to  tbe  imposition  of 
this  tax,  whilit  there  was  auch  a  sur|dus 
revenue  to  be  applied  to  the  reduction  of 
the  national  debt.  Then  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  referred  to  other  sources  of 
taxation  which  he  had  refused  to  adopt, 
and  there  wb<  one  point  tliat  fell  from  him 
relative  to  the  taxes  on  consumption,  to 
which  be  would  call  tbe  particular  atten- 
tion of  the  House,  Tbe  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man appeared  extremely  doubtful  whether 
he  would  be  able  to  obtain  an  immediate 
increase  of  revenue  by  reducing  tbe  duty 
upon  articles  of  large  consumption.  Ha 
did  not  anticipate  uat  he  would  be  fnr- 
nished  within  tbe  year  with  sufficient  iiiods 
from  such  a  source.  He  wished  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  more  confidence 
in  tbe  increaae  of  revenue  from  a  great 
reduction  in  the  price  of  articles  of  Targe 
consumption.  A  paper  which  he  held  in 
bis  band  would  shew  at  once  bow  greet  an 
increase  of  consumption  took  place  in  an 
article  of  large  consumptioot  when  there 
was  a  reduction  in  the  price.  He  bad 
taken  tbe  price  and  quantity  of  com  sdd  in 
markets  making  returns  to  com-inapectors 
in  tbe  first  thirteen  weeks  of  every  year 
from  1829,  the  first  after  the  Com-Ull 
came  into  operation,  down  to  1842,  tbe 
present  year,  and  he  bad  taken  the  whole 
period,  that  be  might  not  be  aceoaad  of 
selecting  anv  particular  year,  and  be  found 
such  a  regular  indication  of  a  rise  and  bll 
of  consumption  from  a  rise  and  &11  in  price, 
that  if  it  were  a  barometer  to  register  the 
different  weishts  uf  the  atmosjriiere,  the 
change  should  not  be  more  certuin.  In  the 
first  thirteen  weeks  of  the  year  1829,  tbe    - 
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quantity  wU  -wm  614,470  quartan,  sod 
tbe  avenge  price  was  74t.  lid. ;  in  1830 
the  qusntityiocreased  to  905,701  quaiters, 
tbepricebaTiDgralleiito58;.4tf.;  id  1B31 
the  qusntitjr  fell  to  691,448  quarters,  for 
the  price  roee  to  72j.  Id.;  in   1832   the 

Siuutitf  increased   to  605,492   quarters, 
le  price  having  declined  to  59t.  4d. 


Debatt. 
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Qrs. 


"'««'tld'*w^i«V93,thepri«52  8 


1834       .. 

..       847,396 

48  4 

1835       .. 

..      977,135 

40  5 

1836 

..  1,0T5,128 

41  7 

1837       .. 

..      929,559 

57  1 

1838       .. 

. .      977,263 

55  4 

1839       .. 

610,035 

74  6 

1840       .. 

..      975,981 

66  a 

1841 

..      949,156 

62  a 

1842       .. 

..      703,892 

60  6 

From  the  rear  1639  to  the  year  1842, 
with  every  fait  of  price,  there  had  been  a 
clear  angmeDtation  of  consumptbn ;  as 
regularly  as  the  price  fel),  the  quantity 
consumed  was  increased.  Here  vas  a  feir 
indication  of  what  would  be  the  effect  of 
reduction  in  articles  of  great  consumption. 
He,  therefore,  complained  of  the  measures 
of  the  present  Government;  they  shut  the 
door  to  the  advantages  which  would  have 
followed  the  proposals  of  the  noble  Lord 
OD  that  (the  Opposition)  side  of  the  House ; 
that  tber  depnved  tfae  people  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  duties  which  would  have  augmented 
commerce  and  flung  the  people  back  upon 
those  great  monopolies,  which  did  so  much 
ioju^  to  trad&  As  to  the  Income-tax 
ittel^he  would  look  upon  it  only  as  founded 
in  inconvenience  and  injustice.  There  was 
Dot  one  Member  wbo  had  spoken  on  eilher 
aide  of  the  Houtewhodid  not  admit  its 
impolicy  and  its  injustice.  The  boo.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Winchester  him- 
self admitted  its  impalicT-  Did  the  bon. 
Gentleman  admit  that  Oie  tax  upon  skill 
and  talent  should  be  the  same  as  the  tax 
upon  permanent  property  i  Then  be  musi 
hae  all  hope  of  converting  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. He  would  have  thought  that 
100^  derived  from  talent  was  not  of  the 
sane  value  as  1001.  peimanent  iocome 
derived  from  land — yet  both  were  taxed 
the  same.  The  fee-simple  in  land,  and  the 
income  which  depended  upon  property,  and 
that  which  came  from  professional  skill, 
were  [daced  on  the  same  terms,  and  that 
was  one  of  the  inequalities  on  account  of 
which  he  more  particularly  objected  to 
this  tax.  There  was  a  circumstance  which 
hod  oooe  to  his  knowledge,  as  to  the  mode 
VOL.  LXII.    JSIlSjf 


of  assessment  under  the  old  system,  which 
would  illustrate  not  only  its  injustice  but 
its  inequality.     Two  parties  largely  eo- 

ed  in  trade  lived  in  the  same  place ;  one 

returned  no  income,  and  tfae  other  actually 
paid400I.ayeartax.  Th e party whoreturned 
no  income  was  summoned  before  the  com- 
missioners, who  said,  "  We  know  we  can- 
punish  you  for  not  making  any  retuni, 
but  you  must  pay  your  tax.''    The  anawer 

have  made  no  profits,  and  I  intend 
to  pay  no  tax."  The  coramiseioners  aaid, 
"  Why,  your  neighbour,  wbo  is  in  the 
same  trade,  pays  a  tax  of  4001.  a  year, 
your  house  is  as  good  as  his,  and  you  ore 
apparently  a  man  of  fortune;  how  is  it 
'len,  that  you  return  no  income  ?"  The 
iply  was,  "  I  return  no  income,  it  is  true, 
although  I  admit  I  live  in  the  same  way  as 
my  neighbour  who  paya  400Z.  a  year,  be- 
cause 1  have  landea  preperty,  for  which  I 
pay  in  another  place,  and  I  do  not  cars 
who  knows  that  I  muke  no  profit,  but  mj 
ighbour  who  pays  400/.  a  year  tax,  has 
nothing  hut  his  business.  I  do  not  mind 
about  my  situation  being  known  ;  but  if  be 
did  not  pay  a  large  tax,  the  world  would 
soon  know  that  be  was  making  no  preGtai 
and  he  would  be  a  ruined  man."  Did 
either  party  rely  on  the  oath  of  secresy  ? 
No,  they  knew  they  were  dealing  with  a 
board,  mxa  which  it  was  likely  the  amount 
of  the  income  would  leak  out;  the  one 
having  no  profits,  paid  400i^  a  year,  be- 
cause having  no  property,  a  knowledge 

nade  no  profits  might  materially 
injure  him ;  he  could  place  no  reliance 
I  the  board,  he  felt  no  security  that 
truth  would  not  escape.  But  the 
other,  who  was  doing  nothmg  also,  paid 
not  a  farthing;  he  had  property  else- 
where, he  could  set  the  commissioners  at 
defiance,  and  did  not  care  who  knew  his 
ajhirs.  Another  (Ejection  which  he  bad 
to  this  tax  WBS,  that  he  thought  it  would 
place  her  Majesty's  Government  in  a  situa- 
tion to  pursue  whatever  course  of  policy 
they  pleased,  because  it  had  a  tendency  to 
encourage  war,  to  increase  expense,  and  to 
place  the  country  at  the  feet  of  the  minis- 
ter of  the  day.  When  it  became  known 
in  the  country  there  would  be  no  popular 
feeling  in  its  mvoor.  He  was  aware  that 
when  he  said  that  the  tax  was  not  now 
unpopular,  it  might  be  assumed  from  the 
quiet  of  the  people ;  but  when  he  had  the 
authority  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary 
for  Ireland  (Lord  Eliot)  for  saying  that 
cheap  living  would  not  reach  the  majority 
of  the   people,  he    was   sure  that  many-,. 
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wonld  feel  scutely  the  dindnnttge  of  the 
pnwpect  of  an  Iiiconie>tax.  The  ieta]t, 
tfaeo,  to  gum  up,  wa>,  that  her  Mejeetf '■ 
Miniitera  were  determined  to  maiDtalD 
Untouched  the  great  protected  interests  of 
the  country.  They  made  a  chaoge  vith 
respect  tc  the  timber  duties  alone ;  in  the 
Terv  interest  which  was  least  able  to  resist 
k  diange  vai  that  change  permitted  to 
take  place.  He  admitted  the  advantage  of 
the  proposed  alteration.  He  knew  as  well 
the  benefit  of  cheap  timber  as  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite;  he  was  willing  to  accept 
the  boon,  but  ha  was  not  willing  to  impose 
Upon  the  people  an  Income-tax  to  gain 
toe  benefit,  especially  as  there  were  many 
Other  sources  from  which  the  deficiency 
might  be  supplied.  Then  the  noble  Lord 
m  that  side  of  the  House  had  proposed  to 
put  tLe  great  interests  of  toe  country 
tinon  a  fiur  footing — he  had  proposed  to 
place  the  Corn-laws  on  a  footing  approsi- 
uating  to  a  free-trade,  he  had  propcned  to 
reduce  the  duty  on  sugar,  and  to  diange 
the  duty  upon  timber :  he  had  dealt  boldly 
and  fairly  with  all  the  great  interests  in 
the  country.  He  had  done  what  he  was 
bound  to  attempt,  for  they  ought  to  attack 
the  strong  before  they  touched  the  weak. 
This  was  the  great  distioclion  between  the 
plans  of  the  two  Gorernmenls,  it  was  the 

Seat  distinction  which  had  ever  marked 
e  two  great  parties  in  the  state.  The 
9oe  was  ever  identified  with  popular  in- 
terests, as  clearly  as  the  other  was  identi- 
fied with  monopolies  and  with  protection, 
He  knew  not  how  the  feeling  of  the 
coantry,  said  to  be  in  favour  of  this  mea- 
•me,  bad  been  discovered.  He  had  heard 
it  said  that  the  provincial  press  was  not 
so  much  against  the  Government  propo- 
nls  as  were  the  London  journals.  But  he 
had  looked  at  the  writings  of  the  provin- 
cial pren,  and  he  could  not  find  one  ^per 
that  had  supported  the  Income-tax.  They 
aaid  that  they  would  support  the  tariff— 
they  said  also  that  they  would  support  a 
pn^>erty  tax;  but  when  they  came  to 
meoUon  the  Income-tax,  they  said  they 
were  sure  that  in  the  House  some  impor- 
tant  alterations  would  take  place,  and  that 
If  this  were  done  they  were  upon  the 
whole  willing  to  accept  the  Government 

5 reposals.  He  would  ask  them  whence 
id  the  Income-tax  derive  its  support? 
Did  their  leading  paper  in  London^.did 
that  journal  which  naa  done  more  for  their 
party  thju  all  their  speeches  put  together 
~.d]d  the  TitMi  support  the  tncome>tax  i 
Could  they  tell  him  of  om  interest  that 


agreed  to  it  ?  Let  him  wars  then  in  tiaw. 
If  they  did  not  take  can,  Schadoia  D 
would  be  knocked  clean  oat  of  the  bill, 
and  the^  would  be  fixed  with  tbs  pm^ierty 
tax.  Directly  the  popular  udignMion  waa 
raised  against  Schednle  D,  the  J^oplo 
would  raise  the  question  of  a  gnauatsd 
property  tax,  ana  then  would  oome  tbo 
consequences  of  their  party  policy  and 
their  party  divisions.  They  had  chosen  to 
reject  the  measures  of  the  noble  Lord— 
ther  were  in  great  daneer  of  being  saddled 
witn  a  property  tax ;  tie  believed  that  it 
would  be  saddled  on  them,  and  he  tar  one 
would  not  regret  if  such  a  tas  were  viiited 
upon  them  as  the  just  reward  of  their 
party  tergiversation. 

Lord  Etiol  explained  that  he  had  not 
said  that  the  importation  of  foreign  catlle 
would  not  affect  the  price  of  food  in  this 
country  ;  but  what  he  had  said  was,  that 
he  believed  the  fear  of  the  agriculturists 
as  to  the  amount  likely  to  ba  brought  in 
to  ba  much  exaggerated. 

Sir  J.  Oraham  did  not  know  that  he 
should  have  thought  it  necessary  to  trouble 
the  House  with  any  observations  in  this 
debate,  but  for  the  pointed  manner  in 
which  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  the 
City  of  London  had  expressed  his  surprise 
that  he  should  have  remained  silent.  The 
noble  Lord  had  paid  him  the  corapliraent 
of  singling  him  oul'as  one  whose  bounden 
duty  It  was  to  address  the  House,  but 
notwithitandiog  the  undeniable  ability 
which  aignaltzed  the  speech  of  the  bon. 
Member  for  Liskesrd,  he  had  felt  perfectly 
willing  to  rest  the  case  of  the  Government 
upon  the  speeches  that  had  been  already 
delivered  by  his  Colleagues,  while  he  was 
not  williog  lightly  to  prolong  this  debate, 
when  delay  at  the  preliminary  stage  of  the 
measare,  was  exceedingly  injurioui  to 
great  public  interests.  Testimony  to  that 
efiect  had  been  borne  last  night  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  London  (Mr. 
Maiterman);  and  again  most  diitincily 
this  evening  by  his  noble  Friend  the  Mesa- 
bcr  for  Liverpool.  That  such  was  its 
effect  was  not  dissembled  by  the  bon. 
Members  for  Hull,  one  of  whom  wsa  oo 
the  Opposition  side  ;  and  it  had  also  bean 
acknowledged  by  the  bon.  Member  for 
Leeds  (Mr.  Aldam),  in  what  ha  must  cha- 
racterize as  a  first  speech  of  considerable 
promise.  The  hon.  Member  for  Uskaard 
had  remarked  upon  the  absence  of  any 
strong  indication  of  public  feeling  as  lo 
the  measure  of  tbe  C 
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nou  tnth  hid  b«an  concecl«cl  itill  more 
expmsljv  bj  the  htm.  Member  for  Lain- 
betb.  Both  admitted  that  bd;  oppoiition 
of  a  luocMtfal  charaeter  to  that  raeaiure 
«a>  now  bopeleM ;  but  at  the  same  lirae 
they  looked  forward  to  a  renewal  of  that 
oppoaition  at  a  future  time,  when  the  evilf 
which  they  laid  would  Bitend  the  coliec- 
lion  of  the  tax  came  to  be  experienced : 
and  the  right  ban.  Oenlleman  oppoiite 
(Mr.  F.  Hau)e),  who  had  beeo  so  aoKioue 
bafore  Eaiter  for  the  poitponement  of 
thcM  diaeuHioni,  that  he  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  visiting  hii  conatiluenig 
and  hear  their  opinion  npon  the  Income- 
t»,  would  no  doubt  lell  the  Houie  that 
be  had  come  to  the  aame  coocluiion.  The 
right  boil.  Qentleinan  bad  now  had  that 
opportunity.  [Mr.  Maule:  You  have 
misrapreiented  what  I  aaid.]  The  right 
boo,  Qentleman  would  have  en  oppottu- 
nitj  of  eiplnining  and  of  atatin);  what  had 
occurred.  But  he  bad  been  told  tbat  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  viiit  the  city  of 
Perth,  and  that  very  diatinct  opinion! 
were  immediately  eipreieed  to  the  riglit 
-  bon.  Qflodenan  sa  to  the  meaaurea  of  her 
Majeety'a  OoTeroment.  The  rij^ht  hon. 
Gantleraan  wu  informed  that  if  he  called 
a  priuie  meeting  of  bii  friendi  opon  the 
■ubject,  even  then  he  would  find  himaelF 
in  t  cDoiiderable  minority.  But  If  he 
mIM  a  public  meeting  in  the  open  air  in 
the  Inch  of  Perth,  the  "unhappy  budget 
of  tha  lata  Oovernmenl"  (to  nss  big  noble 
Ffiend'e  eimaiion),  ae  contraated  with 
that  of  her  Mejtity'a  preaeni  Oorernment, 
would  be  again  icouted,  ai  it  had  been 
at  the  general  eleciioa,  and  that  the  mea- 
anrea  other  Mejesty'a  GoTernmenI  would 
be  bailed  with  aaliafaclioa  by  en  over- 
whelming mejorily  of  the  people  of  Perth. 
That  waa  the  sort  of  confirmslion  he  ex- 
pected to  bear  from  the  right  hon.  Oen- 
Utman  of  what  had  already  been  admitted 
bj  thoae  on  the  aeme  aide.  It  had  been 
acknowledged  by  the  hon,  Member  for 
Salfocd,  with  the  greateat  frankneaa,  that 
hoa.  Member*  bad  partaken  in  the  wi»b 
of  the  right  hon.  Gantleman,  that  the  dii- 
cuaiiona  ihould  nnt  be  brought  to  a  doae 
nntil  after  Ewtcr,  in  order  (hat  public 
fiHiing  might,  in  Ihe  mean  time,  expreaa 
itaclf.  He,  too,  had  visited  hie  constitu. 
aDta,  and  he,  too,  diaavowed  all  hope  of 
any  immediate  iacoeaaFul  oppoiition  in 
Manobatter.  To  be  aure,  be  talked  of  the 
•palby  that  prerailed  ;  but  he  could  not 
d  ihe  Mfl  of  apathy  tbat   " 


of  a  petition  in  faronr  of  tha  i 
being  aigned  by  24,000  of  (he  priDcipal 
inbabilaoti.  No  public  meeting  had  beaa 
astemhted  in  tbat  great  centre  or  mana- 
facturing  iudoatry.  [Mr.  Brotherton: 
Yea,  yei,  there  waa.}  Oh  I  a  meeting  of 
the  town-council.  [Mr.  Brotherton:  K 
nieeiingin  the  town-hall  and  on  the  ex- 
change.] But  ha  had  yet  to  learn  that 
there  had  been  any  meeting  in  Stephenioit 
square,  or  that  a  majority  of  persona 
whoae  incomes  were  under  150/.  per  an- 
num were  diaaatisSed  with  the  measure, 
or  looked  upon  it  in  any  other  light  than 
as  a  special  beneiit.  The  bon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Lambeth,  fallowing  io 
the  train  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Liskeard, 
had  been  pleased  to  ohserve  upon  what  be 
called  the  glaring  i  neon  list  enciea  in  the 
argument!  on  that  (the  Ministerial)  side. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Liskeard  bad  aat 
forth  those  alleged  inconsistencies  in  bis 
own  peculiar  way.  He  said,  "  If  we  call 
the  tez  inquiaitorial,  we  are  met  with  the 
cry  of  '  China!'  If  we  call  it  unjnat,  di« 
answer  is  '  Aff^haniitan.'  Your  argn. 
menii  are  ioconsiitenl.  One  says  that 
ibe  tariff  will  be  inoperative,  as  in  fact  a 
mere  delusion,  while  others  hold  out  the 
greateat  expectstion  that  we  should  find  a 
compeneation  for  tha  Income-tax  in  the 
reduced  prices  of  artielea  of  coniumption." 
The  bon.  Member  for  Lambeth  bad  quite 
misuudentood,  and  had  misrcpresentad, 
unintentionally  no  doubt,  what  had  fallaii 
from  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  for 
Ireland.  The  hon.  Member  said  that  the 
noble  Lord  had  declared  that  all  appM- 
henaioae  with  respect  to  Ihe  teriff,  ao  far 
as  any  alterelion  in  the  scale  of  duties  af- 
fecting proviaiona  went,  were  unavailing. 
Hie  noble  friend,  as  he  had  understood 
him,  both  wheni  he  made  his  original 
speech,  and  in  the  explanation  which  he 
bad  given,  had  afiirmed  notbiug  of  the 
kind.  Hia  noble  Friend  had  aaid  that  the 
apprehension  was,  that  the  effect  of  the 
alteration  nf  the  duties  would  be  a  ruinoni 
reducttOQ  to  the  producers  of  articles  of 
the  nature  of  provisions,  but  he  had  said 
that  that  eppreheniion  would  prove  to  be 
groundless;  but  the  noble  Lord  never  in- 
tended !o  aay  that  the  removal  of  prohihi- 
lory  duties  upon  articles  of  first  Beeeuity 
would  be  entirely  inoperative,  and  (bat  no 
reduction  nf  pritu  would  be  effected.  For 
his  own  part,  ha  said  that  the  Government 
had  exercised  bolh  prudence  and  wisdom 
in  yielding  to  tha  tieecHttin  «f  th«  timet,. . 
P» 
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and  Jt  ii,  ID  mj  opinioa,  eqattly  tppliwUt 
vbelher  in  lime  of  peace  or  of  war." 

He  did  not  rely  on  the  auihorily  of  the 
right  hon.  Genllemui,  but  he  niuitiay 
that  it  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  con- 
aiatent  in  the  Mamben  of  the  late  Oo< 
iraent  to  aay  that  the  Income-tai  waa 
only  a  tax  for  a  period  of  war.  The 
noble  Lord,  the  Member  for  the  city  of 
London,  and  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  Tivefton  (Viuount  Patmeraton)  were 
parliei  to  a  resolution  moved  by  Viscount 
Althorp  as  an  amendment  to  a  motion  for 
repeal  of  the  houie-tax,  in  which  it 
laid  down  that  if  that  tax  was  re- 
pealed in  time  of  peace,  there  was  no 
objection  in  point  of  principle  to  an 
Income-tax,  or  a  property-tax.  It  wai 
impossible,  at  all  events,  for  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Tiverton,  to  aay, 
that  this  was  a  war-tax  only.  He  (Sir 
Jsmei  Graham)  remerobered  the  active 
part  which  that  noble  Lord  had  taken  in 
1BI6,  in  endeavouring  to  maintain  a  pro- 
perty-tax at  the  end  of  the  war -when 
the  treaty  of  peace  was  signed — when  the 
assertion  was,  that  it  waa  incoDsisient 
with  good  faith  that  it  should  be  any 
longer  retained,  and  til  those  wbo  ob- 
jected  to  the  Income-tax,  on  the  ground 
thai  it  was  a  tax  applicable  only  to  t 
time  of  war,  he  begged  to  refer  to  the 
triumphant  arguments  used  by  the  noble 
Lord  upon  that  occasion — argumenta 
which  he  had  enforced,  not  only  by  his 
speech  alone,  but  by  bis  vote — a  course 
which  he  was  sure  the  noble  Lord  would, 
on  the  present  occasion,  be  prepared  aeuiD 
to  vindicate.  There  waa  also  a  marTelTons 
difference  of  opinion  on  the  benches  oppo- 
lite  with  regard  to  the  timber  duties. 
The  two  hoD.  Members  for  Coventry  here 
differed  materially.  The  one  said,  a  more 
wise  proposal  than  thai  of  the  Government 
could  not  have  been  made,  while  the 
other  was  ofopinion  that  it  could  noi  but  be 
considered  as  a  bad  measure.  But  it 
might  be  said,  that  the  hoo.  Member  for 
Coventry,  who  had  spoken  in  favour  of 
the  Ministerial  plan  with  regard  to  tbe 
limber  duties,  as  beinf:  a  concession  to 
commercial  men,  and  likely  to  be  a  great 
source  of  naval  strength,  might  be  unin- 
formed on  the  latter  point ;  but  what  said 
the  hnn.  and  gallant  Member  for  Maryle- 
bone?  Why, he  had  pronounced  a  glow- 
ing defence  of  the  measure,  on  the  ground 
of  the  effect  it  wnuld  have  on  our  naval 
strength.     But  ihit  measure,  which  some 


and  to  the  wanu  of  the  rapidly  increasinf; 
population  of  this  country.  They  had 
taken  effective  measures  gradually  to  re- 
duce the  price  of  corn,  of  wheal,  and  of 
the  articles  of  first  necessity,  and  he  said 
that  the  lime  had  anived  when  it  was  in- 
dispensably necessary  that  this  should  be 
pro  portion  ably  added  lo  the  supply  oF 
labour.  Again,  ihc  great  improvements 
in  machinery  had  decreased  the  demand 
for  labour  (he  alluded  to  the  immediate 
effect  of  machinery,  not  its  ultimate  ope- 
ration), and  at  the  same  time  reduced  its 
value,  and  be  contended  that  the  time 
had  therefore  arrived  when  the  Legislature 
Ought,  not  hastily,  because  that  would 
only  aggravate  the  evil  by  leading  to  a 
further  displacement  of  labour,  but  pru- 
dently and  cautiously,  to  effect  a  simul- 
taneous reduction  in  the  duties  on  articles 
of  the  first  necessity.  That  had  been  the 
object  with  which  the  Government  mea- 
sures had  been  framed,  and  he  believed 
that  they  would  succenl  in  attaining  it. 
He  was  persuaded  that  the  working 
claues  clearly  understood  this,  and  that 
it  waa  a  fixed  and  rooted  belief  with  them 
that  this  tariff,  taken  in  conjunction  with 
the  scheme  of  taxation,  was  one  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  great  interests  of  the 
people  and  of  the  great  bulk  of  the  com- 
munity. On  tbote  grounds  it  had  received 
his  support,  and  on  that  ground  he  would 
not  fear  to  appeal  to  the  country  on  the 
measure.  Returning,  however,  to  tiie 
charge  of  inconsistency,  he  must  say  thi 
it  appeared  lo  him  that  the  great  incoi 
iistency  was  on  the  other  aide.  Son 
(and  tbe  right  bon.  Lord  Mayor  of 
Dublin  in  particular)  said  that 
Income-tax  was  entirely  a  war-tax. 
was  asserted  also  in  that  resolutio 
the  noble  Lord  (Lord  John  Ruisell)  in 
these  words  :— 


Which  clearly  pointed  lo  this  being  a 
war-tax  only.  But  what  were  the  opinions 
of  some  other  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
upon  tfaii  subject?  First,  there  were  the 
right  ban.  and  the  bon.  Members  for 
Coventry.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
formerly  a  Member  of  the  Administration 
of  Lord  Melbourne  (Mr.E.  Ellice),  strongly 
opposed  this  view.     He  said, — 


"  Prove  to  I 


that  this  lax  i 
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hon.  Gentlemen  oppotiie  bo  much  ob- 
jected lo,  was  the  very  Mine  plan  that 
wa*  ptopoKd  by  Lord  Grey'«  Govurn- 
ment,  and  jet  one  which,  in  the  very 
pleniiude  or  the  pover  of  that  Adminis- 
tration, ihey  had  not  even  ventured  to 
take  the  lenie  of  Parliament  upon.  They 
voluntarily  abandoned  it.  What  were 
the  argumenti  uHed  at  the  time  against 
the  proposal  ?  Why,  it  was  said  that  you 
ought  not  to  raise  revenue  by  taxing  a 
prime  necessary,  one  which  the  humble 
fisherman  required  for  his  boat,  and  the 
peasant  for  his  cottage,  and  that  it  was 
unjust  and  impolitic  to  raise  unfairly  the 
price  of  any  article  of  that  kind.  Such 
were  the  arguments  used  then  against  the 
plan,  and  the  Adminisiratton  voluniarily 
abandoned  it.  Again,  it  had  been  pro- 
posed to  substitute  a  legacy  duty  upon 
real  property  fur  the  Income-tax,  and  the 
right  hoD.  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin  had 
joined  with  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswii-h 
in  calling  for  Ihst  as  a  substitute.  But 
that  very  proposal  had  been  made,  and 
had  been  resisted  by  the  late  Chancellor 
of  the  Eschequer,  whom  he  now  saw  doing 
him  the  honour  of  taking  notes,  and  who, 
be  supposed,  was  about  to  answer  him. 
He  felt  assured  that  the  tight  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  inform  them  that  he  was  op' 
posed  to  the  principle  of  such  a  legacy 
duty — and  opposed,  too,  for  the  excellent 
reasons  which  he  himself  assigned  in  1840. 
Then  corn,  as  a  source  of  revenue,  had 
been  absolutely  disclaimed  by  every  hon. 
Member  opposite,  except  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  Tiverton,  and  he  had  prn- 
posed  a  fixed  dnty  as  a  source  of  revenue, 
and  not  of  protection.  Lord  Melbonnie, 
however,  when  questioned  on  the  subject, 
said,  that  he  disclaimed  Bliogethenhe  pro- 
posed fixed  duly  of  8k.  as  a  fiscal  impoat, 
and  positively  alleged  that  it  was  intended 
for  protection.  After  that,  how  could 
bou.  Gentlemen  talk  of  inconsistency  on 
that  (the  Ministerial)  side  of  the  House? 
It  was  quite  clear  that  hon.  Oentlemen 
opposite  were  united  only  in  the  opposition 
to  the  proposals  of  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, and  tfast  if  they  had  to  deal  with 
the  present  deficiency  in  the  revenue  va- 
rioBi  would  be  the  means  which  they  would 
suggest  for  meeting  it.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Quildfoid,  in  addressing  the  House 
last  night,  had  dwelt  on  the  flourishing 
state  of  the  finances  of  India,  and  bad 
rather  tauntd  bis  tight  hon.  Friend  with 
IWTin;  exBggeiaied  the  diScuUiei  of  tba 
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Indian  revenue,  ai  one  of  the  reasons 
>hich  had  naturally  led  her  Majesty's  Go- 
ei'flHieut  to  provide  more  ample  resources 
to  meet  the  deficiency  of  revenue  generally. 
It  was  never  asserted  by  his  right  bon. 
Friend  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  British 
Parliament  to  supply  the  immediate  means 
of  making  up  the  deficiency  in  the  Indiao 
revenue  ;  but  he  did  state  ibe  very  import* 
ent  fact,  that  Lord  Auckland  at  the  com- 
mencement of  his  ad  ministration  in  India 
had  in  the  Indian  revenue  a  surplus  of 
nbout  1,500,0001,:  that  year  by  year  that 
surplus  had  not  only  been  diminished,  but 
that  there  had  been,  as  in  this  country,  a 
growing  end  progressive  deficiency  :  that 
a  debt  had  been  incurred  during  the  last 
four  years  of  about  7,000,000/. ;  and  thai 
at  the  present  moment  the  expenditurs 
exceeded  the  income  by  a  sum  nearly 
similar  to  that  with  which  ibey  had  to  deal 
in  this  coontry,  namely,  2,500,000/.  Hit 
right  hon.  Friend  did  point  out  to  the 
House  that  it  might  be  necessary  that  ths 
credit  of  Great  Britain  should  be  brought 
to  the  aid  of  the  Indian  deficiency ;  and 
he  put  it  to  the  House  whether,  if  tba 
necessity  should  arise,  it  was  not  the  duty 
of  a  provident  Government  to  provide  fot 
an  accumulating  debt  or  engagements  to 
meet  that  debt,  and  thereby  sustain  the 
credit,  and,  by  sustaining  the  credit,  sup- 
port the  strength  of  both  countries.  To 
that  extent  only  bad  his  right  hon.  Friend 
put  the  case  of  India,  as  it  was  his  duty 
in  stating  the  whole  of  the  financial  diffi- 
culties with  which  they  had  to  contend. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Liskeard  bad  thought 
Bt  to  taunt  him  with  the  withdrawal  of  a 
notice  which  he  gave  in  1B39  respecting 
the  commencement  of  the  war  on  the 
western  frontier  of  India.  Now,  he  had 
no  difficulty  whatever  in  stating  to  tha 
House  the  reason  which  induced  him  to 
withdraw  that  notice.  He  certainly  had 
felt,  and  nothing  had  occuned  to  shake 
his  opinion,  that  Ibe  entire  conception  of 
that  expedition  was  improvident ;  and  al- 
though that  opinion  was  sustained  by  tha 
highest  authority  in  this  country — a  re- 
markable coincidence  of  authority-— yet 
when  the  infbrmation  reached  him,  that 
this  measure  was  contemplated,  be  had 
reason  almost  simultaneously  to  know  that 
solemn  engagements  had  been  entered  into 
by  the  executive  Government  with  native 
princes,  that  the  honour  of  the  British 
nation  was  committed  to  their  fulfilment, 
and  that  Britiih  traift  vera  about  to  tw;; 
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used.  He  thsrefore  feitt  thnt  as  any  mo- 
tioQ  OD  the  subject  HuppOTted  Iq  thai 
Hooie  by  a  large  party  might  have  the 
effect  of  embairaHiDg  the  iDdiHii  Gofern- 
meDt  in  Ike  esecutioD  of  those  engage- 
neDli,  it  was  not  for  the  public  good  that 
he  should  press  the  motioa  of  which  he 
had  given  notice,  and  upon  those  grounds, 
and  those  alone,  had  he  withdrawn  it.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Liskeard  charged  the 
members  of  Lord  Grey's  Government  with 
baviug  conieuted  to  the  remission  of  the 
House-tax.  But  at  that  time  they  had 
a  lBrg;e  surplus  revenue,  and  it  Temained 
for  the  successors  of  Lord  Grey,  with  a 
deficiency  of  two  or  three  years'  standing, 
and  aa  expenditure  exceeding  the  income, 
not  to  tread  in  his  footsteps,  but  to  remit, 
under  those  circum stance s,  a  productive 
impost  of  l,500,000i.  He  should  much 
prefer  the  accusation  of  iaconsiileocy 
which  had  been  directed  against  him  to 
the  charge  of  being  guilty  of  what  he 
must  say  was  an  act  of  the  greatest  im~ 
pnidence,  of  sacrificing  so  productive  a 
levenuB  as  that  to  the  popular  clamour  of 
the  moment.  The  hon.  Member  for  Lis- 
keard, talcing  op  the  metaphor  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Nottinghamshire,  talked  of  a 
will  made  by  Lord  Melbourne's  Govern- 
ment in  behalf  of  the  country  at  large,  to 
which  the  present  Goreroment,  as  exe- 
CUton,  were  bound  to  adminisiei.  Allow 
him  first  to  observe,  that  in  order  to  make 
■n  honest  will  you  mutt  dispose  only  of 
your  own  properly — a  fact  not  the  less 
important  in  the  present  instance,  cooii- 
dering  that  the  death-bed  scene  of  the 
testators  was  much  prolonged,  that  their 
approaching  dissolution  was  clearly  fore- 
•een,  that  their  dying  agonies  were  much 

itrotracied,  and  that  a  greater  tenacity  of 
ife  had  never  been  exhibited  afler  all 
•trtnglh  and  power  of  action  had  long  de- 
parted. But  now  what  were  the  bona 
nolt^lia  ?  The  hon.  Member  for  Liskeard 
■aid  "  Catholic  Emancipation  and  the  re- 
peal of  the  Test  Acts."  But  were  these 
the  properly  of  the  testators  ?  He  thonghi 
they  belonged  to  the  Government  of  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  and  of  bis  right  hon. 
Friend.  Was  it  really  come  to  this— that 
in  the  absence  of  all  property  of  your  own 
yon  bequeath  that  of  your  neighbouri? 
["Oh  I"]  What!  Catholic  emancipation 
not  tbe  act  of  bis  right  hon.  Friend  ?  Well, 
they  claimed  the  Test  Acts.  But  did  Lord 
Melbourue's  Goremment  claim  reform, 
the  kbolitwo  of  slavery,  and  municipal 
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reform?  These,  he  maintained,  were  tbe 
property  of  l^rd  Grey.  He  distinctly 
said  so.  But  he  would  tell  them  what 
was  entirely  their  own.  There  was  the 
China  war,  which,  as  far  as  he  could  see, 
it  would  be  exceedingly  difficult  to  con- 
duct with  advantage  or  close  with  honour. 
Then  there  was  the  rupture  in  onr  elliancB 
with  France,  which  was  the  keystone  of 
the  foreign  policy  of  Lord  Grey's  Govern- 
ment. There  was  also  the  smouldering 
erabersof  a  Canadisa  rebellion,  (he  unset- 
tled state  of  the  "  Caroline,"  Mr.  H'Leod's 
trial,  the  right  of  search,  and  the  boundary 
question.  These  were  the  bequests  which 
l^ey  had  left  to  the  present  QovemmeoL 
This  was  a  sketch  of  their  policy  abroad. 
What  UBS  it  at  home  ?  A  five  years  defi< 
ciency,  a  growing  accumulating  deficiency, 
with  l,i500,OOOL  of  productive  revenue 
prodigally  and  imprudently  sacrificed  in 
one  year,  and  then  in  a  vain  endeavour  to 
bolster  up  this  flagrant  mialaka,  and  hesi- 
tating to  deal  with  property,  they  attempt- 
ed to  impose  ,6  per  cent,  additional  on 
all  customs  and  excise,  thus  incrensiog 
the  price  of  all  articles  of  consumption  to 
tbe  great  body  of  the  people,  and  10  per 
cent,  additional  on  assessed  taxes.  Their 
5  per  cents.,  so  far  from  producing  an  in- 
crease, left  tbe  deficiency  greater  than  it 
was  before,  and  their  10  per  cent,  went 
a  very  slight  wny  indeed  to  reduoa  it. 
At  that  late  hour  of  the  night  he  would 
not  go  into  the  questions  of  corn  and 
sugar.  They  could  not  deny  that  the 
sense  of  the  couulry  had  been  taken  upon 
the  Si.  duty,  that  it  had  been  condemned 
by  two  Parliaments,  that  it  had  been 
twice  tried,  and  found  wanting.  The 
opinion  of  the  country  was  therefore  de- 
cidedly opposed  to  a  fixed  duly  of  8f. 
upon  corn.  Then  as  regarded  sugar,  it 
had  been  proved  to  demonstration  that 
auder  the  measure  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment, without  any  reduction  of  the  dnty 
upon  colonial  sugar,  and  a  reduction  such 
as  they  proposed  upon  foreign  sugar,  the 
price  to  the  consumer  would  not,  as  ad* 
milled  by  the  noble  Lord,  have  been  re- 
duced more  than  one  halfpenny  in  the 
pound,  while  it  would  not  have  yielded 
more  to  tbe  rerenue  than  was  obtaiDtd 
under  tbe  existing  law.  As  ■  financial 
measnre,  therefore,  the  sugar  bill  of  the 
late  Government  would  have  been  a  faiU 
ure,  while  their  corn  bill  had  avowedly' 
been  brought  forward,  not  for  the  par* 
poses  of  revenue,  but  protection.   H*  IimI' 
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already  expreued  bii  opii 
qumion  01  ihe  timber  duties.  Ai  staUd 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Lambeth ;  the 
question  at  issue  was  thus  brought  to  a 
very  narrow  point.  It  was,  in  the  Grat 
place,  ttdmitted  that  the  supplies  in  the 
time  or  peace  must  be  raiied  within  the 
year,  and  in  the  next,  that  the  expendi- 
tnre  at  preaent  could  not  be  reduced.  He 
had  heard  no  one  contend  that  in  the  pre- 
sent stale  of  affairs  in  China,  in  India, 
and  in  Europe,  it  would  be  prudent  to 
reduce  tie  estimates  of  the  year — at 
leas),  the  estimates  for  the  army  oad 
navy  had  been  voted  without  any  atlempt 
to  reduce  them.  Well,  the  period  had 
arrived  by  universal  assent  when  loans 
conid  not  be  raised  with  safety  in  time  of 
peace.  Such  was  the  doctrine  of  the 
right  bon.  Qentleman  the  Member  for 
Portsmouth;  and  the  noble  I^id  the 
Member  for  Loudon,  when  there  was  only 
a  deficiency  of  1,000,000/.,  said,— 

"  That  not  to  meat  such  a  Ae&tMoej  by  ■ 
vi^otous  effort  of  tuatioi)  was  iDCOasiiteut 
With  the  credit  of  the  conDtry ,  disgraceful 
tlie  Byes  of  Europe,  and  fatal  to  oui  poiiiiou 
amongst  the  civilued  nations  of  the  world." 

Another  important  admission  made  by 
those  who  advocated  the  budget  of  last 
year,  and  adterted  to  more  than  once  by 
Ihe  right  bon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Taunton  was,  that  even  though  a  con- 
sidetable  increase  of  revenue  should  be 
obtained  from  their  proposed  allerai 
the  corn  and  timber  duties,  that  still  there 
would  remain  a  deficiency,  which  it  would 
be  neccaaary  to  meet  by  direct  taxation, 
By  untHraal,  or  at  least  very  nearly  uni- 
vcfssd  coBseDl,  theo,  they  had  arrived  at  a 
point  when  taxes  roust  be  imposed.  Tbe 
noble  Lord  tbe  Member  for  London,  and 
Um  Lord  Ma^foi  °f  DaUio,  following  the 
uample,  pointed  distinctly  to  various 
■Mucea  fion  which  a  rerenue  might  be 
dcn««d:  bM  ihea  it  was  either  to  be 
dose  by  tba  reimpositioo  <rf  taxes  that 
bad  bsen  raiBilttd,  or  by  having  recoarse 
to  an  additional  per  ceotage  on  the 
■msaal  taxes.  Now,  let  them  aee  what 
we  tiw  most  pcodvclive  of  Ibose  taxea 
wbiek  bad  been  remitted,  and  then  he 
•boald  tike  to  aalc  the  right  hon.  Oentle- 
Maa  wbo  was  about  to  address  the  Honse 
to  specify  whidi  of  those  taxea  on 
•fticlei  of  consBDwtion  ho  would  re- 
tanmrtA  to  be  reimposed— whether  on 
bear,  mh,  leatber,  candlea,  soap,  printed 
or  eoah  cvHed    coastwise? 
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He  should  like  to  know  whether  it  was  to 
one  of  them,  or  to  all  of  them,  that  the 
noble  Lord  in  his  resolution  alluded.  Ho 
trusted  that  tbe  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  inform  the  House  upon  this  point. 
Suppose,  however,  they  proposed  to  take 
addiiionsl  per  ceotage  on  the  assessed 
tsxes.  Let  him  observe,  that  there  are 
many  objections  to  the  imposition  of  sncb 
a  tax.  Could  there  be  any  security  that 
they  would  fall  equally  on  all,  according 
to  their  respective  incomes  ?  On  the  con- 
trary, the  rich  miser  would  escape,  front 
the  mode  of  life  which  he  adopted,  and 
the  rich  man  who  lived  on  luxuries  would 
go  abroad,  where  he  could  enjoy  himself 
es  readily  as  at  home,  and  get  alti^ether 
away  from  the  operation  of  tbe  tax. 
Others,  also,  who  fouod  it  convenient  to 
reside  at  home,  would  avoid  the  operation 
of  the  tax  by  reducing  their  establish- 
ments, and  thus  escaping  from  its  burdens. 
He  would  not  weary  the  House  with  going 
further  into  the  consideration  of  those 
points  which  had  already  been  ao  much 
discussed.  The  question  then  was,  whe- 
ther the  deficiency  was  not  ao  great  in 
smount,and  thatitbad  been  so  permanent 
in  its  duration,  as  well  as  that  the  state 
of  OUI  affairs  were  not  so  urgent  in  various 
parts  of  the  world,  as  to  render  it  iin> 
peratirely  necessary  to  adopt  the  tax  pro- 
posed by  his  right  hon.  Friend.  This  was 
the  strict  point  for  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  and  every  hon.  Gentleman  could 
easily  record  his  opinion.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  asked  for  the  calm  and  deli- 
berate opinion  of  the  House  on  this  sub- 
ject. Tbe  conclusion  which  they  had 
come  to,  after  the  most  deliberate  con- 
sideration,bad  been  opposed  by  Gentlemen 
opposite.  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  had 
calmly  and  carefully  passed  in  review 
the  affairs  of  this  great  community,  and 
after  every  consideration  that  ihey  bad 
been  enabled  to  give  to  tbe  matters  before 
them,  they  stood  there  unanimous  in  opi- 
nion that  the  state  of  the  nation  required 
the  adoption  of  the  measures  which  they 
bad  proposed.  The  proposition  which 
had  now  been  submitted  to  ihem  was 
fonnded  on  reasons  perfectly  satisfactory 
to  her  Majesty's  Governmeot.  Whatever 
objections  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  might 
raise  to  the  proposiiion  itself,  or  to  the 
reasons  which  had  been  assigned  for  its 
adoption,  he  was  satisfied  that  no  charge 
could  be  raised  against  the  motives  which 
bad  actuated  tben  in  nakio{>  it.    Talk  of  ^ 
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the  popularity  of  a  Gorernment  proposinir 
an  fncome-tax! — be  liad  never 
■ucl)  3  tiling.  The  Government  had  had 
ihe  courage  to  propose  a  tax  which  imme- 
diately touched  ihe  rich  and  the  powerful; 
and  which,  sparing  those  or  smaller  for- 
tune, touched  those  intereita  directly  which 
had  long  been  in  possession  of  political 
power.  They  inight  have  displeased,  ir 
the  first  instanLC,  some  of  their  supporteri 
by  this  and  other  measures  which  they 
had  brought  forward,  but  he  must  say  that 
they  had  received  support  from  such  a 
disintereiled  body  of  supporters,  that  they 
had  met  with  no  vehement  opposition  from 
those  who  did  not  exactly  agree  in  ' 
tneaauresi  and  he  felt  assured  tha 
reflection  on  the  state  of  the  country, 
those  who  did  not  wsTisly  support  them 
would  not  disapprove  of  the  result 
which  the  Government  had  arrived-  They 
felt  that  they  had  a  serious  duly  to  di 
charge  to  the  country.  In  the  propositions 
which  they  had  made  to  the  House,  they 
had  endeavoured  to  relieve  the  distress 
which  pressed  very  heavily  on  the  industry 
of  the  country,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
relieve  the  finances  of  the  country  from 
the  difficulties  which  surrounded  them. 
The  responsibility  of  adopting  or  rejecting 
these  measures  now  rested  with  the  Par. 
liament  and  the  country.  Ministers  weie 
quite  tatinfied  that  the  measures  they  pro- 
poeed  were  ptudeol,  they  believed  them 
to  be  indispensably  necessary.  They  hsd 
not  lightly  proposed  them;  they  would 
not  timidly  abandon  them,  and  it  only 
remained  for  the  House  to  determine  whe- 
ther they  should  be  adopted.  The  House 
might  be  assured  Ministers  would  not 
■hrink  from  their  proposition  as  from  an 
Bppropriatioo  clause.  There  would  be  do 
Jamaica  Bill  resignation.  Thai  which  they 
believed  to  be  right  they  would  manfully 
maintain,  and  they  placed  their  reliance 
for  support  in  our  present  financial  mea- 
sures on  the  wisdom  of  the  Parliament,  and 
on  the  patriotic  spirit  and  virtue  of  the 
nation. 

Mr.  F.  T.  Baring,  in  risinv  to  answer 
Bome  of  the  observations  which  had  fallen 
from  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Dor- 
chester, could  not  help  expressing  bis 
surprise,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
as  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  should  have 
been  induced  to  describe  the  situation  of 
the  country  in  the  manner  in  which  ha  had. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  reference  to 
tbe  China  war,  bad  said,  that  it  was — 
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carry  or  wiib  suo- 
relreal  ffom  with 
npire  was  stagger- 

ig  in  Canada," 

And  that  the  Government  bad  all  the 
difficulties  of  the  American  negotiation  to 
deal  with.  Such  was  the  description  which 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  gave'  of  the  slate 
of  the  country  at  the  present  time  with  tin 
view  of  justifying  the  imposition  of  tbe 
Income-tax.  In  looking  over  the  debates 
in  that  House,  which  took  place  when 
tbe  Income-tax  was  first  proposed^  nothing 
could  be  more  striking  than  the  difference 
of  the  conduct  and  language  of  Mr.  Pitt 
tot  that  now  employed.  At  tliat  time, 
there  was  the  mutmy  at  tbe  Nore,  almost  a 
revolution  in  Ireland,  and  the  country  was 
engaged  in  one  of  the  greatest  wars  that 
she  had  ever  to  contend  with  in  Europe. 
When  he  heard  tbe  language  from  the 
right  bon.  Gentleman  as  to  the  state  uf 
the  country  almost  make  men  sink  within 
themselves,  be  could  not  help  contrasting 
it  with  the  different  state  of  things  which 
existed  at  the  period  he  had  just  alluded 
to;  that  period  of  difficulty,  when  to  use 
Mr.  Pitt's  staple  wordsj  the  hearts  of  men 
sunk  within  them — the  circumstances  of 
the  country  were  indeed  dtflerent  at  the 
two  periods — and  in  taking  the  nreaent 
time,  and  conirasting  it  with  tbe  former, 
he  missed  all  the  great  calaraities  under 
which  Mr.  Pitt  spoke,  and,  above  all,  he 
lissed  that  calm  temper  which  actuated 
im,  and  the  mighty  spirit  which  he  mani- 
fested to  meet  the  difficulties  he  and  the 
coo D try  hod  to  contend  with.  When  the 
present  deplorable  state  of  the  empire  was 
alluded  to,  he  might  remind  tberigbthon. 
Baronet  (Sir  H.  Peel),  and  peihaps  tha 
noble  Lord,  tbe  Member  for  North  Lan* 
cashire,  who  sat  next  to  bim,  would  do  so 
state  of  tbe  nation,  when  he 
abandoned  the  reins  of  office  on  a  former 
occasion.  He  well  recollected,  how  ex- 
tremely  eloquent  the  noble  Lord  once  was 
in  stating  the  difficulties  of  tbe  country 
when  Lord  Grey  assumed  the  post  of  First 
Minister  of  the  Crown.  Something  the 
noble  Lord  then  said  about  the  burnings 
in  the  agricultural  counties— something 
about  the  King's  being  unable  to  pass 
through  the  city  unmolested— boom tbing 
about  the  difficulties  which  had  been 
left  to  Lord  Grey  as  a  legacy  by  tha 
former  Government.  But  he  was  not 
anxious  to  refer  back  to  such  recollections. 
The^  bad  not  been,  howevari  uncalled  tat. 
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Tbe  speech  of  the  right  hou.  Banmet,  the 
Home  Secretary,  rendered  the  contrast 
natural.  And  referring  to  that  speech, 
he  n^ight  allude  to  tbe  tone  of  triumph 
vith  which  the  right  boa.  Gentleman  bad 
adverted  to  the  course  of  tbe  Oppoeition  on 
those  measures  being  developed,  and  to 
the  lack  of  agitation  on  the  subject  among 
the  people  out  of  doors.  There  was  one 
argument  on  this  point  used  by  the 
ri^t  hon.  Baronet,  which  be  did  not 
think  it  right  to  pass  over,  as  he  con- 
udered  it  coming  from  a  Minister  as  a 
most  unfortunate  appeal,  couched  in  most 
unfortunate  language.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  said,  na  should  like  to  see 
^,  at  which  parties  having  incomes 
r  150L  a  year,  would  'tie  brought  to 
cfipose  a  system  of  finance  which,  according 
to  DIB  view,  did  not  at  all  tax  the  people, 
whilst  it  gave  them  the  benefit  of  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  price  of  provisions.  No  one  could 
he  so  blind  aa  not  to  see  from  this  remark 
that  the  observation  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  the  Member  for  Batli,  had  not 
been  made  without  some  cause.  That 
hon.  Member  had  told  the  House,  that 
the  light  hon.  Baronet  hsd  so  sagaciously 
arranged  his  plan  as  to  cut  from  under 
their  feet  all  public  expression  of  feeling 
on  the  part  or  the  poorer  classes  of  society. 
Now,  he  admitted  that  when  an  arntnge- 
ment  was  held  out  which  was  said  not  to 
touch  those  parties,  but,  on  the  other  bond, 
was  described  as  givinz  them  an  essential 
benefit— he  admitied,  that  in  such  a  case, 
they  were  making  an  excellent  bid  for  that 
which  formerly  hod  been  styled  tbe  "  phy- 
uca)  force"  of  England.  But  how  long 
the  bargain  might  continue  —  how  long 
ther  could  keep  to  a  union  they  were  so 
anxioitB  to  seek— was  a  question  liable  to 
more  doubt ;  and  he  was  of  opinion,  that 
mea  if  their  present  experiment  in  this 
teapect  did  succeed,  an  agitation  wonld 
spring  up,  which  would  result  in  their 
being  obliged  to  modify  their  proposition, 
or  else  to  ove  up  their  scheme  of  an  In- 
eome-tax  utogether.  He  knew  perfectly 
well  that  that  agitation  would  not  be  im- 
mediate, but  it  wot,  nevertheless,  by  no 
means  difficult  to  foresee  that  the  moment 
the  scheme  came  into  operation,  tbe  oppo- 
sition.to  it  on  the  part  of  the  shopkeepers 
and  the  industrious  classes  would  be  so 
itiooff  that  they  must  either  give  up  the 
tax  altogether  or  else  so  modify  its  clauses 
as  to  exempt  incomes,  and  lay  the  burden 
on  property  alone.  In  tbe  course  of  his 
qiMGh  the  ri^t  hon.  BuODotoppodte  had 


aim  referred  to  tbe  Inconvenience  attending 
delay  in  the  settlement  of  ihis  question. 
I  Now,  he  bad  no  doubt  that  much  inconve- 
nience arnee  from  the  non-adjustment  of 
tbe  points  tn  tbe  tariff  which  the  Govern- 
ment proposed  to  alter.  But  if  any  notion 
existed  that  these  debates  interfered  witb 
tbe  settlement  of  that  tariff,  he  would  take 
leave  to  remind  those  who  entertained  auch 
an  idea,  that  tbe  table  of  the  new  scale  of 
duties  in  its  amended  and  complete  form 
had  only  been  laid  on  the  Table  yestvrday, 
and  tliat  there  hod  not  yet  been  time  even 
to  circulate  the  document  through  the 
country.  He  did  not  refer  to  this  point 
<with  a  view  to  attach  any  blame  to  tbe 
Government.  He  thought  it  was  quite 
right  to  give  ample  lime  for  the  consider- 
ation of  the  new  propositions,  but  he  ad- 
verted to  the  matter  with  a  view  to  answer 
those  who  attributed  the  delay  to  that  side 
of  the  House,  a od  affected  to  lay  on  the 
Oppoution  all  the  responsibility  of  the  in- 
rauvenience  which  ensued.  As  he  was  re- 
ferring to  the  tariff,  he  would  take  that 
opportunity  of  speaking  on  some  of  its  par- 
ticular points  ;  and  first  of  all,  he  must 
state,  that  he  was  not  inclined  to  rate  that 
measure  at  the  high  vulue  set  on  it  by  some, 
but  that  he  was  disposed  to  set  tbe  most 
value  on  those  alterations  which  appeared 
to  be  tbe  least  populiir  witb  hon.  Members 
on  tbe  otber  side.  In  saying  this,  however, 
be  must  be  understood  as  not  under-rating 
the  benefits  wbich  some  of  tbe  alterations 
would  confer ;  and  although  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  at  the  head  of  tbe  Government 
had  certainly  no  right  to  look  to  him  for 
support  or  assistance,  yet  he  would  find 
him  as  anxious  as  any  Member  on  his 
side  of  the  House  to  assist  in  carrying 
out  the  principle  on  which  the  altera- 
tions seemed  to  be  based.  Now,  with 
regard  to  the  timber-duties.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  the  Secretair  for  tbe 
Home  Department,  thought  fit  in  the 
course  of  his  observations  to  blame  him 
for  the  measure  which  he  hod  on  a  for- 
mer occauon  proposed  with  respect  to 
these  duties.  He  would  by  no  means  un- 
derrate the  value  of  any  reduction  of  duty 
E reposed  tobe  made  upon  this  great  article, 
ut  all  questions  of  reduction  of  duty  were 
matters  of  comparison.  If  he  bad  to  deal 
with  the  question,  be  would  prefer  re- 
ducing the  duty  Ob  Baltic  timber,  so  as  to 
give  a  difference  as  proposed  in  the  pre* 
sent  tariff,  at  the  same  lime  leaving  tbe 
duty  on  Canadian  timber  tbe  some  in 
onwunt  ae it  wM «t present.    Bjrtbepnu  ,. 
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ttated,  that  be  expected  to  be  xUe  to  repeal 
the  lacomfrbu  for  three,  or  even  for  five 
years.    Was  there  not  an  incooBtiitency  id 
this  mode  of  pFoceeding?     Tbe  rigfat  boo. 
Baronet,   in  kis  Inidget  speecli,  liad  de- 
dftred,  thKt  it  WW  fUIadous  to  aupno«e, 
that   by  redudDg  duties    any   sddttiODsl 
lerenne  could  he  obtained,  and  had  seveml 
esaaples  to  prove  this  opinioD,  vet  he  noir 
wopoaed  to  take  t0 1,300,0001  mmi  a  pro- 
ODetivetaz;  and,  by  some  mtgic — by  some 
calculation  more  ■nguine  tlwn  any  tbat 
had  ever  entered  into  nia  mind,  an  increaae 
of  income  was  expected.    Tlie  right  hon. 
Oeotleman  profuaed  a  redoctitHi  of  dntiea 
amounting  to  1,300,000^,  and  be  then  told 
them  that  in  three  years  this  woold  in- 
crease the  revenue  by  3,600,000^.,  or  three 
times  as  much,  and  be  calculated  that  in 
three  or  five  yean  the  Income-tax  would 
be  repealed.    He  was  thought  sanguine 
enough  in  calculating  tbe  amooot  of  rare* 
one  which  would  accrue  ttom  the  redue- 
tioB  of  duties;  bat,  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet at  tbe  bead  of  the    Goremment 
went  £u>  beyond  him.      In   the  epeech 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  fbr  tbe  Home 
DepartBient,  It  was  to  be  observed,  tbat 
the    argument    drawn    from    the    finan- 
cial state  of  India  bad  been  almost  aban- 
doned,  and,  indeed,  after   tbe   statement 
made  last  night  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Guildford,  it  woula  not  be  an  easy  ta^  to 
maintain   tbe    Ministerial  prapositimi  on 
that  ground.     It  lurely  could  not  be  uiged 
that  a  deficiency  of  3,500,000^  in  the  re- 
venue of  India  could  form  any  grmiDd  for 
reeorting  to  such  an  emei^nt^  meaBore  as 
an  Inccwoe.tax,  when  it  was  shown  by  the 
bon.  Member  that  in  fifteen  years  tbers 
had  occurred  a  deficiency  of  18,000,000^ 
in  the  revenue  of  India ;  tbat  in  1839 
there  was  also  a  large  deficiency  of  opwards 
of    13,000,0001.:   but  these   defideades 
bad  never  been  thought  a  snfficieet  motive 
Ibr  En^nd  to  intemre,  or  adduced  n  a 
reasw  why  an  Income-tax  abonid  be  fixed 
upon  the  ^emle  of  this  country.    He  «ai 
not  surprised,  therefore,  tbat  tbe  rig^t 
bon.  Baronet,  tiie  Seentary  kr  tbe  Honie 
Department,    bad    not    dwelt  with  isy 
enpbasi*  upon  that  ailment.  He  viewed 
tbis  question  merely  on  its  finaneiil  ben^ 
lags,  but  he  hoped  io  stating  these,  tbit  be 
should  not  be  ctMisidered  as  either  mder- 
ralninfr,  nor  not  foeling  for  the  cahaitics 
which  bad  occurred  in  India.    He  tnntedi 
that  bon.  Gentlemen  opposite  WoqM  tet 
on  that  ground  deny  him  his  share  of  tbs  /'~>  i 
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pood  plan  it  was  admitted  that  a  loss  of 
900,OOOil  would  result— a  sum  which  he 
considered  )t  would  be  much  better  to  save 
fbr  tbe  purpose  of  wiropriatiog  It  to  the 
general  interests  of  toe  country.  As  re- 
prds  the  present  scheme,  uid  the  one  pro- 
posed last  year,  let  tbe  House  consider  tbe 
olfeienea  between  the  two  pluis.  By  the 
course  triilch  be  intended  to  pursue,  be 
Would  gain  600,000t  to  thecountry,  whilst 
1^  tbe  pan  of  tberight  hon.Barooet  Itwould 
inour  a  lose  to  tba  same  amount.  Tlie 
aom  which  he  would  thna  secure  would  be 
raised  without  imposing  any  additional 
charge  upon  the  cDnsumer.  Comparing 
the  two  propositions,  it  would  be  aeen 
tbon  was  a  diArence  of  l,200,000^.  a 
sam  amounting  to  about  one>third  of  what 
was  proposed  to  be  raised  by  the  Income> 
tax.  Tbe  right  boo.  Baronet  tbe  Se- 
oretary  for  the  Home  department  had  told 
tbem  that  bia  plan  for  the  reduction  of  the 
dntiea  on  timber  bad  been  brought  forward 
under  tba  AdminiatraticHi  of  Lord  Grey, 
whlcb  was  abandoned  as  untenable,  without 
a  division.  What  Ixnd  Althorp  had  stated 
en  the  occasion  reforred  to  by  the  ri^t 
hon.  Baronet  as  his  reason  for  abandoning 
the  proposition  was,  tbat  in  crasequence 
of  a  great  change,  making  a  loss  of  reve- 
nue M  tbe  timbn-duties,  the  alteration, 
with  oAor  measures,  was  proposed  to  meM 
the  deficieney  j  but  circumstances  having 
aubeequeotly  oocurrod  to  induce  the  Go- 
venment  tin  abandon  the  change,  the 
timber  seals  as  then  [ntmaeed,  was  aban- 
doned. Tbe  measure,  Uimvfote,  was  not 
abandoned  as  being  untenable,  but  because 
tbe  money  was  no  longer  wanted.  It  was, 
Bol,  however,  on  tbe  scale  subsequently 
propoeed  by  him,  that  tbe  Government  of 
Lard  Grey  was  defeated,  but  on  the  general 
qocttion  of  the  timber  duties.  Certainly 
m  graat  zeal  for  tbe  reduction  of  the 
timb^  duties  was  not  then  so  stitmg 
among  the  Gentlemen  (^ipoaite,  as  not  to 
leave  the  Government  of  that  day  in  a 
minority  on  the  general  question,  which 
was  tbtowa  oat  by  those  who  now  sup- 
ported tbe  nnxiiositlott  of  tbe  right  hon. 
Baronet.  llie  Qovemment  of  Lord  Grey 
prtmosed  an  adjournment  of  tbe  question, 
and  upon  that  pn^HMition  they  were 
beaten.  Tliey  were  not  beaten  on  a  pro- 
position like  his,  but  on  the  genera}  qnea- 
tfoo  (^  tbe  reductitm  c^  duties  by  tbose 
who  now  supported  die  reduction  proposed 
by  the  present  Goremment,  Tne  right 
beo.  Baronet  prt^Kieed,  as  cmnpared  with 
Us  idan.  to  rslinqtUah  1,800,000^;  and 
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t  to  the  itatenieiits 
Heniber  for  Lanbetb.  He  ooocurred 
with  the  views  of  hia  hno.  Friend 
and  did  not  think  that  there  was  any  diffi- 
eolly  (HI  that  point,  and  it  was  with  do  little 
umiin  that  nt  heard  the  ironical  cheer  of 
the  Ha.  Member  for  LiocolnBhtre  when  the 
■iBteDwiit  waa  made.  The  hoo.  Uember 
for  Unooln,  not  content  with  giving 
(he  oonotry  a  Com-hill,  had  aociued  the 
late  GoTemnMnt  with  Mddliog  the  pab- 
Ke  with  a  debt  a  41,000/»0J.  during  iu 
■dminiatradoti.  He  hdd  in  hia  hand  a  paper 
whioh  coDtalnad  an  account  of  the  iiate  of 
die  national  debt  from  1881  to  1841.  He 
feaod,  that  the  capital  of  the  debt,  nitbout 
rofinence  to  annuities,  had  been  increased 
in  thoae  ten  years,  iocludiog  the  Weit 
India  loan,  by  the  amount  of  4,000,000/. 
Mly,  Instead  of  41,000,0001.  But  that 
waa  not  the  fair  way  of  calculating  the  true 
•tnteof  the  debt.  If  you  wished  to  arrive  at 
thenal  state  ofthedebtofthe  country,  you 
were  bound  to  juatice  to  o(»sidw  the  value 
of  the  termioable  aanuiliea ;  unless  you 
did  this,  you  could  not  aacertaio  your  true 
Ananeial  position.  Taking  in  this  element 
the  ml  increaae  of  the  debt  from  1835  to 
1S41,  including  the  West  India  loao,  waa 
only  6,600,000/.  The  late  Ooremment 
had  had  to  provide  a  sura  of  20,000,000/., 
W  compeniiatioD  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
riaves;  and  the  ti);ht  hon.  Gentleman 
oppoaite  must  allow  him  to  aay,  that  if  he 
would  not  giro  that  Government  the  credit 
of  emandpatiDg  the  ilaves,  it  was  not  fair 
to  tet  aednat  them  the  90,000,000/.  of 
debt  which  that  measure  had  obliged  them 
to  incur.  If  the  West  India  loan  were  left 
out  of  the  calculation,  so  lar  from  there 
having  been  an  increase,  there  was  a  dimi- 
nutiou  of  the  national  debt  to  the  amount 
of  13,000,000/.,  in  the  period  which 
elapaed  from  1885  to  1641,  when  the  ac- 
oooot  was  made  up.  That,  he  believed  to 
be  the  real  state  m  the  debt.  A  sinking 
ftind  was  now  at  work  to  the  amount  ^ 
2,M0,000JL  a  year,  silentiy,  it  was  true, 
but  eiHciently.  It  wee  evident,  that  if 
you  changed  a  permanent  annuity  of  100/. 
a  year  into  a  tenutoable  annuity  of  ISOL  or 
300/.  a  year,  the  501.  or  100/.  you  paid  fer 
ik*  purpoae  of  naking  tho  annuity  termin- 
■Ue,  was  in  reality  a  siuking  fuDd— every 
mm  of  common  aease  nuit  aee  that.  Hie 
nm  which  w«  were  now  paying  on  account 
of  terminriile  annuities  to  extinguish  part, 
of  the  debt  ultimately,  wu  2,500,0001. 
piCauniM,    That  wM not  to  bs  lost  sight 


of  in  fanning  an  estimate  of  thoae  financial 
difGcultiei  which  were  said  to  be  the  real 

rund  for  imposing  an  lncome>tax.  So 
from  thioking  that  hia  noble  Friend 
had  shrunk  from  the  question,  aa  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  imputed  to  bim,  he 
thought  hia  noble  Friend  had  taken  that 
fair  and  manly  course  which  ha  called  on 
the  right  boa.  Gentleman  opposite  tu  pur* 
sue  on  a  former  occaaion.  He  told  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  at  that  time,  when 
bringing  forward  his  financial  pbiti  last 
year  aa  a  Membw  of  the  late  Govcmment, 
tbat  he  did  not  ask  fortbe  particular  taxes 
which  they  would  propose,  but  fbr  an  ex- 
planation of  the  financial  policy  which 
they  intended  to  pursue.  What  answer  did 
be  then  obtain  from  the  right  hen.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Dorchester  ?  He  right 
faon.  Baronet  said,  "  He  wanta  to  peep 
into  our  cards,  and  see  our  hands  {''  yet 
the  right  hon.  Bartmet  now  ashed  him  to 
state  on  what  articles  of  oonsumptioB  be 
would  content  that  a  tax  should  be  im- 
posed. After  the  answer  which  he  had 
got  from  the  ligfit  hon.  Baronet  on  the 
occaaion  to  which  he  referred,  he  must 
say,  that  to  put  such  a  question  required 
considerable  powers  of  fb^tfulnesa.  With 
respect  to  the  proposal  oF  a  legacy  duty 
on  real  property  the  right  hon.  Bisrenet 
opposite  and  other  Gentlemen  had  ap- 
pealed to  hisopinion,  aa  expressed  in  1640. 
Now,  he  would  say  at  once,  that  if  he  had 
changed  his  opinion,  especially  on  a  finan- 
cial question,  be  woulabe  perfectly  ready 
to  own  it  faitly  and  candidly.  The  fairest 
of  all  changes  of  opinion  waa  a  change  on 
a  question  of  taxation,  for  that  which  was 
perfectly  right  one  day  might  be  perfbctly 
wrong  another.  He  was  represented  to 
have  said,  that  the  principle  oif  aueb  a  tax 
was  wrong.  Now,  ne  could  not  find  that 
any  principle  was  contained  in  the  anu- 
ments  roaoe  in  his  speech  in  1840.  He  had 
never  entertained  an  objection  to  this  tax 
on  principle.  The  objection  he  had  mad* 
was  to  the  detsila )  he  tfaouoht,  that  such 
a  tax  would  benneqaa)  in  its  o|Mt«tion. 
If  he  bad  used  the  word  "  principle,"  It 
was  with  reference  to  the  objections  which 
were  urged  at  the  time  when  the  pnmosi> 
tion  waa  aubmitted  to  the  House.  Ftr* 
haps  he  might  be  permitted  sbtnlly  to 
state  the  oljectioni  be  had  then  brouf^t 
agunat  the  tax.  He  had  said,  that  tht 
deficiency  than  existing  arose  mainly  boa 
the  reducdon  of  tlie  Foet-offlce  dntise,  and 
that  he  did  not  think  it  fair  by  levrhig  a 
legacy  duty  on  Uaded  proparty,  to  U]f  tb| 
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whole  burden  of  making  up  the  deficiency 
on  the  agricultural  interest,  which  derived 
oomparatiTely  much  less  benefit  from 
hnvering  the  rates  of  postage.  He  had 
also  stated  in  1840,  in  aniner  to  his  hon. 
Friend,  Mr.  Hume,  that  it  was  a  mistake 
to  suppose,  that  the  present  legacf-dutjr 
did  not  touch  landed  properly  in  any  de- 
gree, and  that  his  hon.  friend  was  not 
aware  of  the  sources  from  which  the  duty 
was  derived.  He  distinctly  stated  at  that 
time,  that  the  great  landed  properties 
were  to  a  certain  extent  subjected  to  lax- 
atioD  in  comequeoie  of  the  legacy  duty. 
He  held  these  opinions  still ;  and  he  would 
maintain  that  a  certain  amount  of  the  duty 
now  levied  fell  on  the  agricultural  interest. 
He  did  not  consider  the  tax  to  be  so  tin- 
juat  as  hon.  Genilemeu  on  his  nde  con- 
tended, nor  had  he  ever  held,  that  when 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  ratsea  great 
amount  of  revenue,  a   CfaaDcellor  of  the 


Exdtequer  might  not  fairly  and  legiti- 
mately resort  to  a  legacy  duty,  combined 
with  other  taxes.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  had  remarked,  that  objections 
might  he  made  to  any  tax,  because  all 
taxes  had  their  inconveniences.  He  per- 
fectly agreed  in  that  opinion ;  any  one  who 
had  been  connected  with  the  Treasury 
must  know  that  all  taxes  were  open  to  great 
objections.  But  he  called  on  the  House  not 
to  be  led  away  by  this  argument,  but  to 
form  their  judgments  from  experience. 
They  had  made  triul  of  the  various  taxes, 
and  the  means  of  comparing  one  witli 
another  in  their  operation.  Let  them  see 
which  lax  WHS  preferable,  with  reference 
to  the  manner  in  which  it  affected  the 
people  as  well  as  to  its  productiveness. 
Compare  the  effects  of  the  property-tax 
with  thoee  of  the  assessed  taxes,  and  those 
of  taxes  on  consumption.  He  asked  the 
House  to  observe  what  was  the  result  of 
the  proposal  to  continue  the  Income-tax  in 
1816,  and  of  what  tax  the  people  of  Eng- 
land first  called  for  the  reduction  ?  That 
waa  the  best  criterion  for  determining  the 
qneaftion.  It  was  not  matter  of  argument, 
bnt  of  experience,  and  that  was  the  best 
gronnd  to  which  they  could  appeal.  In 
1816,  the  agricultural,  commercial,  and 
mannfiutoring  classes  exclaimed  uaani- 
nously  agai  nst  it,  and  demanded  that,  before 
all  the  rest,  it  should  be  repealed.  When, 
therefore,  reference  was  made  to  the  results 
of  the  taX(  he  would  point  to  histwy  and 
experience,  and  cite  the  statements  and 
opinions  of  individuals  respecting  the  tax 
ntdt  at  ^t  tine.    Let  tbe  Honae  look  to 
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the  great  petition  presented  in  that  Ses- 
uon  against  the  tax  from  the  dly  of  Lon- 
don.    This  was  an  event  of  no  incoDsider- 
able  imporUnce  in  the  hiitor)-  of  the  tas. 
Never  had  such  a  meeting  asembled  ia 
the  city  of  London  as  that  at  which   this 
petition  was  agreed  to.    On  a  fanner  oe- 
casion  he  had  taken  the  liberty  of  resdiog 
it  to  the  House,  as  containing  in  itself  sR 
the  arguments  which  could  be  used  agUBot 
an  Inc<»ne-tax.     His  hon.   and  teamed 
Friend,  the  Member  for  Liskeard,  had  been 
ridiculed  for  expreskiog  as  opinion,  thst 
one  of  the  results  of  imposing  a  tax  of  this 
nature  might  be  seriously  to  affect  the  secu- 
rity of  the  public  funds.     He  must  say-be 
partiripatea  in   that  apprebeosioo ;    a&d 
this  was  no  new  opinion  of  his— he  had 
always  entertained  it.     He  believed,  with 
respect  to  the  funds  in  this  country,  there 
was  B  general  well-founded  sense  of  secu- 
rity and  good  bith.    Indeed,  be  felt  they 
were  as  secure  as  anything  in  the  nature 
of  human  afiairs  could  well  be,  and  if  this 
tax  were  repealed  after  a  certain  time,  he 
believed  there  would  be  exhibited  in  all 
quarters,  and  among  every  class  of  the 
community,  an  anxious  d^re  to  replace 
our  finances  on  the  most  sound  and  whole- 
some   basis.      It  was    undoubtedly  with 
freat  delight  and    satisfaction,  that   he 
card  nowhere  a  single  word  of  a  breach 
of  national  feith,  but  rather  a  determin- 
ation expressed  upon  all  udcs,  whatever 
their  general  opinions  might  be,  to  main- 
tain tlw  credit  and  uphold  the  character  of 
tbe  country.    At  the  same  time  be  did 
not  exaggerate    the  evil    that    he  fore- 
saw might  arise  when  he  said  there  niglit 
be    times    of    distraction    or    temporary 
delusion,  when  the  House  might  be  run 
in  upon  with  reference  to  this  tax ;  and 
he  did   not  think  it  wise,  be    did  not 
think  it  secure,  he  did  not  think  it  the 
part  of  a  great  statesman,  to  make  so 
large  a  portion  of  the  fund  necessary  for 
the  security  of  the  empire  and  good  frith 
of  the  country  to  depend  upon  that  tat 
which  experience  had  shown  was  tbe  least 
secure  and  moat  unpopular  ever  imposed 
in  this  country. 

Mr,  Ferrand  asBDred  bon.  Gentletnm 
opposite  he  was  perfectly  prepared  to  di- 
vide, and  he  would  not  long  delais  lbs 
House — indeed  he  would  not  have  ob- 
truded himself  upon  their  atteniion  si  ill, 
but  he  bad  a  message  to  deliver  to  the 
right  bon.  Baronet  in  their  presence. 


was  glad  that  hon.  Gentlemen  opposils 
were  «t  lut  b^inaing  to  throw  ttt  ibit .; 
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cloalc  in  which  they  had  lately  enteloped 
themieWee.  It  was  certainly  aomewhat 
remackable  that  the  working  clatsea  were 
DOW  never  once  nientigDed  on  the  other 
aide.  When  Parliament  had  just  assembled 
ibe;  heard,  night  after  night,  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  declare  their  reitdinesa  to 
hear  any  burdens  that  might  be  placed  on 
their  own  ahnulders,  provided  only  that 
the  working  claHei  were  relieved.  Night 
after  night,  (hey  stood  up  and  called  upon 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  bring  forward 
nieasuret  calculaled  to  benefit  the  poor 
induatrioui  labouring  claiieA,  assuring  Iiim, 
in  that  case,  of  their  cardial  assistance 
and  sopport.  Did  not  the  hon.  Member 
for  Manoheater  assert,  that  100  ramilies 
in  that  town  were  dying  for  want  of  food  ? 
Did  not  the  hon.  Member  for  Boli 
asaert,  that  men  were  living  there  on  food 
picked  from  the  dunghill?  Yes,  they 
demanded  of  the  right  boo.  Baronet  food 
for  the  people.  He  said,  he  wo 
them  food;  but  he  should  have  time  to 

Erepare  his  meaiures;  and  until  be  could 
ring  them  fairly  before  the  House  of 
Commoni,  he  told  them  as  Englishmen 
and  Christiana,  to  go  into  the  country 
and  raise  aabscriptiotis  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  returned 
to  that  House  and  proposed  measures  so 
great  and  so  extensive,  that  they  were 
staggered  when  they  heard  them  an- 
nounced. When  ihey  were  propounded 
Gentlemen  opposite  saw  their  gami 
up,  for,  as  the  right  hon.  Qentlemat 
had  just  addressed  the  Houie  said,  "  the 
middling  and  industriousclasses  bad  united 
in  support  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet'i 
scheme."  Hon.  Gentlemen  last  Session 
demanded  free-trade  from  the  tight  hon. 
Baronet,  and  declared  that  no  trading 
interest  in  the  country  wished  for  any 
protection.  Had  he  not  then  fairly  met 
their  demands?  Had  he  not  brought 
forward  the  tatiff?  Yes,  he  had  given 
bod  to  the  poor,  if  they  would  only  let 
him  hand  it  out  to  them.  He  had  given 
a  sop  to  stay  their  bowlings  for  free-trade. 
Bui  those  who  before  were  so  loud  and  so 
bold  in  presenting  petitions  in  their  de- 
mands for  free-trade,  might  now  he  seen 
night  after  night  silenily  approaching  the 
Table  of  that  House  with  their  appeals 
from  shoemakers,  straw-plat  manufac- 
turers, and  other  interests,  imploring  that' 
protection  which  ihey  formerly  scouted. 
What  more  could  the  right  boii.  Baronet 
do  than  be  bad  done  ?    Never  a  statesman 


stood  forward  in  so  noble  and  manly  a 
way  under  such  circumstances.  He  had 
reduced  the  price  of  oatmeal  in  the  north 
IQs.  a  load,  and  butchen'  meat  2d.  per 
pound.  Would  not  that  give  relief  to  the 
poor  ?  Why,  there  was  one  universal 
about  amongst  working  cissies  in  Yorka 
shire  and  Lancashire  of  "God  bless  Sir 
Robert  Peel,"  By  their  factious  opposi- 
tion in  that  House,  hon.  Gentlemen  hoped 
to  gain  time  in  order  that  during  the 
Easter  holidays  they  might  have  tlie  op- 
portunity of  appealing  to  the  working 
classes  against  the  right  hon.  fiarunet'a 
propositions.  They  did  go  down,  but 
they  did  not  dare  to  call  together  the 
working  classes — boo.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
siie  went  to  ilieir  own  constituents — lh<»e 
whom  (hey  hmi  represented  as  advocates 
of  free-trade  ;  but  they  came  back  with 
petitions  for  protecting  duties.  He  had 
heard  a  great  deal  said  about  the  landed 
proprietors  not  paying  tbeirjutt  share  of 
public  burdens ;  he  maintained,  on  the 
contrary,  that  the  landed  interest  would 
be  taxed  by  ihe  meatures  at  the  rate  of 
from  15  to  20  per  cent.  Were  not  the 
landed  proprietors  of  England  coming 
forward  in  the  most  noble  manner  to 
support  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and 
assist  him  in  his  measures  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor?  But  when  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  were  called  upon  to  pay  their 
share  they  protested  against  it.  Where 
was  the  opposition  to  the  Income-tax  ? 
It  was  concentrated  on  the  benches  oppo- 
site. Had  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  J,  Russell) 
ventured  to  go  into  the  City  of  London 
and  call  a  meeting  on  this  subject — hod 
he,  once  the  idol  of  the  people,  having; 
twice  in  ten  years  been  carried  into  power 
upon  their  ahouldera,  dared  to  appeal  to 
a  public  meeting  of  the  merchants  and 
tradespeople  who  were  bia  constituents, 
he  would,  with  their  sanction,  have  stood 
in  a  very  different  poaition  from  that 
which  he  now  occupied,  backed  as  be 
waa  in  his  present  coarse  only  by  the 
opinion  of  a  hole  and  corner  meeting  of 
the  Ueform  Club.  Gentlemen  opposite 
asked  what  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
done  for  ihe  working  classes;  the  country 
knew  what  be  proposed ;  bnt  what  had 
they  themselves  done?  What  bad  the 
manufacturers,  the  free-trade  Anti-Com- 
law  League  gentlemen  done?  Had  they 
fulfilled  iheir  engagement  to  assist  the 
Government  in  carrying  those  measurea, 
ihat  might  be  brought  forward  calculated 
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to  relieve  the  labouriog  pdor?  No :  but, 
on  tbe  contrary,  u  the  meuaret  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  reduced  in  price  the 
prime  neoeitanee  of  life,  the  manafBCturen 
iQ  tbe  North  have  reduced  the  wagei  of 
the  operaliree.  He  uierted  this  u  a 
pMilive  fact;  the  vagei  of  the  workiog 
claawi  in  the  manubctoring;  diolricu  had 
been  reduced  by  the  Anti-Corn-law 
League  niBDufBCtaiers  15  and  20  per  cent. 
—Day.  these  pertiea  openly  declared  on 
'Change,  and  in  the  market-place,  that  to 
whatever  extent  Sir  R.  Peel'i  bill  ihouid 
relieve  the  uecewitiet  of  tbe  norking; 
claasei  they  woald  reduce  their  wsfce*. 
Would  it  be  deoied  in  that  Houae  t  The 
loading  metropolitan  organ  of  the  Cot 
vatirei  bad  been  referred  to  in  the  coar«e  of 
the  evening ;  what  aaid  ihe  leading  organ 
of  hoD.  Gentleman  opposite  upon  this 
■ubject  7  What  but  this — if  an  Income- 
tax  were  laid  on  the  roanufacturen,  i| 
•hwild  be  taken  from  the  wagea  of  the 
workiog  olaasea?  Not  only  had  their 
organ  aeaerted  thia,  but  tbe  manufaotureri 
themwlvea  had  begun  to  carry  it  out. 
The  bon.  Member  concluded  by  laying, 
"  Mjr  chief  motive  in  addressing  tbe 
Hotue  VMf  that  J  might  deliver  a  message 
10  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  bead  of 
the  Ooverameot  from  the  working  claseea 
from  Uu«e  men  who  oarried  yoq  to  power, 
but  now  they  have  got  the  right  hm. 
Bamet  at  lbs  bead  of  affairs  i  and,  Jo 
•pite  of  all  your  ■scfainaiioa*,  they  will 
keep  him  tbare." 

Lord  Worile]/  said,  that  he  did  net  con- 
sider the  right  hoD.  Baronet  was  juitifiad 
in  tbroviog  away  600,000/,  of  revenue, 
sod  then  proposing  an  Inoom^tax,  With 
leapect  to  the  resolotion  of  his  noble 
Priend,  ihe  Member  for  London,  as  it 
Bfpearsd  to  involve  tbe  principle  of  a  filed 
duty  on  corn,  he  could  not  vote  for  it  i 
but,  at  the  tame  time,  be  could  not  give 
bis  support  to  tbe  right  bon.  Baronet  on 
Ibis  proposition. 

Colonel  Siitkmt  said,  if  he  mistook 
not,  lfa«  noble  Lord  who  had  just  spokeo, 
intended  to  divide  against  his  right  bon. 
Friend  at  the  head  of  the  Government. 
Now,  be  could  only  say,  that  he  had  that 
evening  met  the  noble  Lord  in  a  room  up 
aiatn,  and  had  read  him  a  private,  and 
be  hoped,  a  kind  lecture  on  ibe  course  be 
aboujd  purine,  but  be  wat  sorry  to  find  it 
had  bad  so  little  effect, 

Tbe  House  divided  on   tbe  question, 
1  wofdf  proposed  to  be  kft  out 


stand  part  t^  the  cnestion ;— Ay«s  30S 
Noes  302  ;— Majority  106, 
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Jobuoo,  General 
LambloD,  H. 
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H'Namara,  Major 
Martin,  T.  B. 
MddU,  G.  F. 
OX:<HiDel),  M. 
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Ro«lnidt,J.A. 
Scoti,  R. 
Seymour,  Lord 
Stock,  Dr. 
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AnaiyKt  of  the  Division. 


Voted,  Tellen  iacluded.- 

ditto. 
Paired 
Abtent 
Ditto    .... 


Speaki 

Vaeaol 


'aeaot  leati,  be —  Meatb,  Cardigun, 
Hietford,  South amptoD,  Montrose, 
Shropibire  (Lord  Newport  not  takeo 
Ilia  teat) 


At/tt. 


Conntie. 

108 

Boroaghs 

134 

UoiTeruliei 

4—246 

WILES. 

CountiN 

9 

SotodbIw 

SCOTLAND. 

4—  13 

Conntiei 

13 

Boiodgh. 

IKBUMD. 

4—  17 

Cotmtiee 

IT 

Borougbs 

13—  30 

Total 

306" 

Ami. 

Conntiet 

8 

Borough* 

WiLlS 

•      125—133 

CouBty 

1 

Borougtn 

SCOTLAND 

7—    8 

Ooontlat 

6 

Borougb. 

23—  39 

Counties 

19 

Boroughi 

13—  32 

Toul 

asainUtheDiotio 

a               202 

Majority  for  the  uoii 

m              106 

Recamtlutio 

N. 

Kfi.  'at 

M«iorl(]r 

F«          jlpl™, 

Counties 

108             » 

100            — 

Boroughs 

134         1!5 

9             — 

UniTeniii 

9     4            — 
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Wal«— 
CouDtiei 
Boroughs 

Scotland— 
Counties 
Boroughs 


Report  brOD^t  up— on  the  question 
that  it  be  read, 

Mr.  W.  WUliami  moved,  that  the  reso- 
lution be  re-committed,  with  a  view  to 
submit  the  foUoniog  amendment: — 


"  That  it  is  the  opiuion  of  this 
that  tonards  raising  the  supply  granted  to  her 
Majesty,  and  for  the  reducing  aa  much  as  may 
be  practicable,  the  dnly  now  payable  ou  malt, 
sugar,  and  lea,  there  shall  be  charged  annually 
the  several  rates  and  duties  following,  that  is 
to  say,  for,  and  in  respect  of  every  annuity, 
pension,  stipend,  dividend,  or  salary,  payable 
out  of  the  public  revenue  of  the  Unites  King* 
dam  of  the  annual  amount  of  150l.  to  30oI, 
for  every  20t.,  6d.;  ofSOOJ.  to  5001.  for  every 
20t.,  It. ;  of  500'.  to  7S0J.,  for  every  SOt.,  It. 
6d. ;  of  750l.  to  1,000,  far  every  20i,,  2i. ;  of 
1,000(.,  to  l,500t,  for  every  20i.,  3i. ;  of 
1,500J.  and  upwards,  for  every  20i.,  4s.  on 
the  value  thereof  for  and  in  respect  of  all,  land, 
tenements,  hereditaments,  ana  real  property 
of  every  description,  there  shall  be  charged  to 
every  person  on  coming  into  possession  thereof 
by  inheritance  or  bequest,  a  dnly  equal  in 
amount  to  the  probate  and  legacy  duty  now 
payable  on  personal  property. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Dr.  Elphitutone  said,  that  he  also  had 
an  ameDdmsDt  to  submit  to  the  House, 
and  he  hoped  that  boD.  Members  would 
:  do  him  the  justice  to  believe,  that  he  did 
not  then  address  tbem  from  any  factious 
motive.  He  wished  to  move  an  adjourn- 
ment, for  at  that  late  hour  he  was  ud- 
willing  to  detain  them  by  bringing  on  a 
debate. 

Lord  R.  Grosvenor  wished  to  know  If 
the  report  were  once  received,  whether  it 
would  be  io  the  power  of  any  hon.  Mem- 
ber of  that  House  to  propose  an  increase 
of  the  tax  in  certain  cases. 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  he  wished  to  bring  in 
the  bill  as  speedily  as  possible.  To- 
morrow he  should  have  no  right  of  pre- 
cedence. His  noble  Friend,  the  Hembet 
for  South  Lancashire  had  a  resolution  10 
propose  respecting  ihe  presentation  of 
petitions,  to  which  the  Honse  would 
naturally  desire  lo  giive  some  attention. 
On  Friday  the  army  estimates  and  the  - 
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no  diBtinotion  either  ai  to  the  (oaree  from 
whence  income  ii  deii*ed,  or  jtf  araouDt, 
but  Bobjecti  iocone  of  every  deecrlptfop, 
high,  low,  casual  aod  permanent,  to  tbe 
lame  filed  impoit.  Although  I  ant  por- 
fecily  awtre  of  the  diSicalliea  which  ac- 
company any  attempt  to  modifj  tha  in> 
equality  of  thii  meaiure,  I  do  not  consider 
them  iniaperable.  I  do  not  see  why  s 
graduated  icale  should  not  be  aa  well  ap- 
plied to  the  tax  upon  income,  as  to  tbe 
ten  millions  and  a  half  of  direct  t«x«B  aU 
ready  imposed ;  1  allude  to  |he  stamps, 
probftte'dutyi  window-duty,  and  asstued* 
taxes.  I  therefars  suggest  the  adoption  of 
the  followiog  scale  :— 


noliBy  bill  would  come  before  the  Honie. 
Tha  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Member  fbr 
Lewes,  might  bring  forward  his  proposi- 
tion as  an  abstract  resolution.  It  might 
be  necessary,  perhaps,  that  it  should  be 
brought  forward  in  a  committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  to  that  there  would  pro- 
bably be  no  objection.  Me  had  no  wish 
to  produce  any  delay;  with  respect  to 
■neb  a  resolution  delay  would  be  no 
natter  of  aenveoieoee  to  him ;  but  the 
poiot  on  which  he  did  feel  anxious  was, 
that  iba  preliminary  proceeding  regarding 
the  Inoone-tss  should  be  brought  to  a 
close,  for  this  amongtt  other  reasons,  that 
the  public  were  very  desirous  of  learning 
what  waa  to  be  tha  machinery  of  the  bil), 
and  until  the  bill  was  introduced  ha  could 
lot  gratih  that  just  and  natural  curiosity. 

Lord  J.  Kuuall  said,  he  would  add  his 
wish  to  that  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Lewes  would 
give  way,  to  as  to  enable  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  to  carry  hil  bill  through  its  pre- 
liminary stage.  Tha  request  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  wai  founded  in  fairness  lo 
the  House  and  justice  lo  tbe  public;  and 
for  the  same  reasons  that  he  wished  the 
hon-  Member  to  refrain  fVom  pressing  hfi 
motion,  be  should  himself  not  think  it 
necessary  to  take  tbe  sense  of  the  Houh 
upon  the  qaestion,  that  tha  resolution  be 
agreed  to;  because  there  would  be  luffi- 
eient  oppoitnnitT  hereafter,  on  the  first 
reading  of  the  bill,  to  effect  that  object. 
A  great  deal  of  dlseuisioB  must  necessarily 
fblbw  the  introduction  of  the  bill,  and  the 
bon.  Member  would  not  be  deprived  of  a 
foir  chance  of  bringing  bis  motion  respect* 
ing  a  duty  on  legacies  and  aneceuion  to 
real  estates  before  tbe  House. 

Dr,  Etphintloni  would  postpoee  his 
motion. 

Motion  postponed. 

On  the  question  being  again  put. 

Lord  R.  Orotvinor  said  i  Sir,  I  slated 
upon  a  former  cveaing  that  1  thought  in- 
some  preferable  to  expenditure,  as  a  basis 
of  taxation,  aod  therefore,  now,  although 
I  agreed  in  the  former  part  of  my  noble 
Friend's  resolntion,  I  abstained  from 
voting,  beoaase  I  could  not  concur  In  the 
latter  pert  without  affirming  that  ibis 
country  ought  never  to  have  recourse  to 
an  income-tax,  except  under  circnm- 
stances  similar  to  those  in  which  this 
country  was  placed  in  1798  and  1S06.  I 
disient  from  tbe  measure  proposed  by  her 
Uajesty'a  GoveniMnl^  because  it  makes 


Incoroes  above  S,O00L  derived  from 
allai 


Incomes  above  1,000'.  and  les  than 
2,000t     3 

IncofflM  above  500'.  ^oi  less  than 
1,000/.  derived  from  property  . .      2  1 

Incomes  above  SOOl.  and  leas  than 
1,000/.     derived      froai     casual 


Incomes  above  ISOl.  and  Ins  thai) 

500'.  derived  from  property  ....      3     Q     0 

Inconiei  above  150{.  and  less  than 
500'.  derived  froiq  casual  sources     1  10    0 

If  her  Majesty's  Government  will  not 
admit  of  any  modi6cBtion  of  the  avowed 
inequality  of  the  lax,  I  fear  I  shall  be 
compelled  to  vote  against  it. 

Sir  R.  Peel  thanked  the  hon.  Members 
for  not  at  this  moment  pressing  (he  tpo- 
tioas  uf  which  they  had  given  noiici  on 
tbe  attention  of  the  House,  He  bad  no 
doubt  but  that  a  public  advantage  would 
result  from  the  adoption  of  that  course. 
With  reference  to  the  propositions  of  the 
noble  Lord  (Lord  R.  Orosvenor)  he  would 
observe,  that. he  objected  to  the  principle 
of  a  graduBied  Income-tax. 

Lord  J,  Ruttell  fished  to  fay  oni  word. 
He  thought  that  if  the  prinelple  at  ■ 
graduated  Income-tax  were  acted  upon, 
the  just  regulation  of  property  weulq  be 
interfered  with.  It  was  in  eonlbrmily 
with  the  principles  of  English  l^w  lliat 
there  should  be  an  uniformity  in  tsURtieD ; 
that  all  should  be  taxed  alike.  This  wis 
in  direct  opposition  to  tha  pijnoiple  laid 
down  by  the  aeble  Lord  in  his  potion. 

Lord  R.  Oroiveopr  r  In  order  to  lindicate 
myseirrrem  the  eharge  of  having  prapoied 
a  daogeroui  precedeot,  I  may  E^  illavsd 

read  a  passage  from  Dr.  Tomlios,  Bisbop 
of  Lincoln,  tbe  biographer  of  Mr  Pii'i 
who  will  scarcely  be  accused  ofheldiag  ,,  l.w 
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wctramf  qpifliPDi.  WhfiD  commetttiag  on 
lbs  IpfoweTUs,  ai  propoie4  {>;  Mr.  Pitt, 
hs  BiRkaBibe  fbllowiag  remaiki:  — 

"  It  Riight  re^onab);  b«  objected  to  the 
plan  mt  it  made  its  inaiimum  of  coulTibution 
fngii)  at  (00  low  a  rale  of  incoiae,  and  that,  on 
UifiaccQUnl,  iUostinuch  of  its  cbaractei  of  equa- 
lity, pocinitance,  to  lake  ihe  maximum  duty 
froin  »  map  of  3001.  a-ye^i  nould  deprive  him, 
Q0(  of  luxuriM,  for  such  he  could  hardly  be 
>aid  to  haye  (he  mean*  of  enjoying,  but  of 
rpiDy  of  the  comfprts,  if  not  Ihe  jieceuaxiei  of 
life,  Fhere^i  the  dedqciioi)  from  an  income  of 
SO,DOq{.  irouM  pro44f«  no  tpch  alteration,  H 
«D)i|<}  nnlyreauce  apmafe"  ariicl^  pf  luxury,  . 
qr  curtail  (h*  niefiui  Qf  accHqulition.    I)  u 

Sirqb^bl^,  l|oi*everr  that  Mr.  Pitt  v^  aware 
hqtauph  a  proposal  na)tld  prove  de$tri)cli*e 
qI  bn  ffbple  plan,  by  tfae  opposition  ji  wo  " 
excite,  i\nA  t)<  ^bs  too  |;pod  a  politician 
(jtcrjOcf  9  great  putiljc  advaotage,  oy  a  doubirul 
|t|;ii)DF  to  pbtain  one  «till  greater-  1  beg  also 
tp  eiid,  ttif t  jp  Mr.  Fill's  pwp  bjl|  there  wai 
a  BT1u]i)a|f4  ^sle  of  taxation  fqr  all  income^ 
^Vwepfl  eo/,  and  ^i." 

Mr.  Watlty  wUbed  to  uk  the  right 
IwH.  QaHtoflt  whether  there  would  be  any 
appQftunily  during  the  progreu'of  the  bill 
(6t  aoy  hoD,  Qentlenian  to  propose  the 
|ub«litu()on  of  A^r^^itated  tax— that  was, 
ip  to  the  propoied  aippi^nt  pf  teT^PP^ti':!! 
io  the  pound  i 

Sir  R.  Petl  appreheofled  that  it  would 
be  perfectly  conpeUot  Ua  any  hon  Gen- 
tleman (9  ppipoie  jiuch  ai)  sipppdmeat; 
in  fact,  he  inlended  to  do  so  himself  in  the 
case  of  tbt  Eh^oh  l«Mi)t,  aHimilstiog  his 
HW  19  lb»t  Pf  Il>e  Pnelijii  teijBBt. 

Lord  J.  Rttttell  wiihed  to  knav  vben 
iIm  ngtit  ban.  Baroaat  pK^oaed  to  latce 

!b»%j;f»(linK8fbi^t»iU 

iiiF  B,  Pml  I  The  Sm  thing  so  Mqn- 
day, 

Vpi4  /r  ^»**fU  ipMnM^  tbBt  thp  mm 

convenient  time  to  proceed  with  tha  tanfT, 
«o,uJ4  be  arter  tl)B  Kcpnd  readinj;  qf  the 

Sir  B.  Pttl  Mid,  that  ai  won  aa  he 
*»»!(}  »^!?  Hpfjil^  lijpPIP.d  W  carry  Jhe 
InSMUriUi  be  itAHid  proifted  vith  the 
^riif.  It  wquld  ba  impofiible  for  hira  to 
i»»m[S  W  (IfP  l»r'?'!ifl  l>eM  ^n  auurance 
Uh4  I|w  laepfne-tBK  would  paai.  Of  this, 
Iw^Wprefi  lyp^  tiie  i;videiit' feeling  pfthe 
ApflM.  }»  Vsteriljliaed  RO  doubt.  He 
'   with  tha  uriff  afier  thi 


mopd  ragdipg  of  the  Incofpp-tax,  or,  at 
W  ffMia,  alier  th«  bJU  had  bees  com- 
■litlad.  Ha  did  not  anticipate  any  vexa- 
MfiM  ()ppoai«on. 

Ur.   iAbauchMK  bad    liateud  to  tbe 


qroval  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  with 
sincere  regret.  He  was  sorry  to  find  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  deterniqed  on  allov- 
iog  the  all-important  queition  of  ;be  tariff 
10  be  postponed,  in  order  to  diicusg  the 
lesB  urgent  question  of  the  Inco'ine-tay 
He  hoped  that  the  House  and  the  country 
would  now  understand  that  the  delay  «M 
not  aiiiibutable  to  (hose  ou  his  side  of  the 
House.  He  thoit^ht  the  right  bon. 
Baronet  might,  without  any  difficulty. 
hare  postponed  further  diicussion  on  the 
lticome-t4X,  and  hare  proceeded  with  the 
larlff— in  the  progress  of  which  he  thought, 
considering  the  state  of  the  country,  not  a 
single  week — not  a  day's  delay  ought  to 
be  sufTered  to  interpose.  He  was  con* 
fideot  that  the  commercial  part  of  tha 
cpmrniioity  would  think  th^t  oe  urag  buF 
doing  his  duty  in  endeavDuring  1q  preyenf 
all  unueceasgrj  delay  op  the  present  f^a- 
lioo. 

Sir  R.  Peel  vas  agre  \hit  hon.  Gentler 
men  cQuld  not  entertain  uny  apprehension! 
respecting  the  fate  of  the  tariff,  fie  {p\t 
certain  that  the  li^Ht  hon.  Gemlepian 
would  not  lUfpect  hioi  of  «p  iifteption  pf 
passing  the  IncpipB-Uz  and  then  defayinr 
Ihe  tariff.  Sq  grejit  an  interest  djd  be  reel 
in  the  main  principles  of  that  oeaaure,  tha^ 
he  vhoHid  feel  just  4smi]ch  boifnd  iji  honoi|[ 
to  relinquish  office  in  !:on|e.quance  of  ^ 
defeat  oq  {b^  tariff,  as  on  the  Inpotii«-lu< 
He  m^i^  aayj  Jip  (ppke^  upoq  jj,  m^  e  ffl^\. 
ler  qf  the  highest  ioipartaflce  la  proeee^ 
with  ^he  f}iKu»Biop  without  ioterniptipa. 
It  wB|  not  af  though  ^^e  tsrifi'pould  \» 
carried  or  rejected  by  one  discussion.  I( 
must  neceiHrilv  be  fqr  sqmis  tjtnp  mider 
discussion,  and  he  enlertaioed  a  strpng 
confidence,  that  when  be  came  to  b|f 
statement  of  the  tariff,  he  should  be  qble 
to  repioyc  many  of  those  ohjeclions  enter* 
lained  both  by  agriculturists  and  mai)u> 
facturers.  He  did  not  pretend  to  say,  ijiat 
no  reductions  were  to  be  made;  but  be 
thought  he  ahquld  be  able  lo  show,  that 
the  result  of  the  ^hole  woqld  be  a  great 
adyaatage  to  the  cominiiDitj  iq  geqerel. 
He  did,  however,  protest  against  any  alter- 
ation by  which  the  lncomB4as  would  be 
under  diacussjon  one  day,  and  (hs  tariff 
(lie  next.  He  .thought  such  a  course 
calculated  to  lead  to  nothing  but  incon- 
yenieace  and  fqnfusiqo.'  He  had  only 
two  days  ip  the  week  at  his  disposal,  anj 
he,  therefore,  propoaed  to  take  Monday 
for  the  first  reading,  and,  if  poasiUe, 
Friday  for  the  sccosd.  He  wm  MHirtr  , 
Q3 
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thtt  the  Doble  Lord  would  peniit  in 
taking  the  sente  of  the  Houie  on  theie 
occisioni,  but  itill  he  thought  the  debatei 
had  been  prolonged  to  such  an  extent, 
that  the  Home  must  feel,  that  the  suh- 
ject  wat  exbautted.  He  thought  the 
fever  orexcitemeDt  wai  not  ([uite  bo  high 
at  lome  hon.  Gentlemen  imagined.  He 
noald  proceed  a*  speedily  as  possible  with 
the  Incometax,  and  then,  without  iiying 
that  he  required  that  act  should  previ- 
OQily  pall,  but  as  soon  ai  he  had  luiti' 
cieotly  aicertained  the  lenie  of  the  Home 
on  the  subject,  he  would  proceed  at  once 

with  the  tariff.     He  would  say,  that  he 

would  not  allow  any  other  buiineii  to 
interrere  with  the  progreia  o(  the  tariff. 
He  hoped  he  would  be  then  able  to  re- 
lieve tne  apprehensions  which  were  now 

eolertsined    against    naoy   parts  of   it. 

With  respect  to  manuraclurers,  although 

be  reduced  the  duty  upon  many  Brlictei 

of  foreign  manufacture,  tie  hoped  to  show, 

that  no  great  injury  could  accrue  to  any 

party  inieieated  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Laboucktre  said,  that  nothing  wai 

farther  from  his  intention  than  to  expresi 

Knylhing    hut  his  entire  sincerity  in  thi 

right    hon.    Baronet's  determination    t< 

■land  to  each  and  all  of  the  propositions 

which  be  had  brought  forward.    He  could 

not  avoid  repeating  the  expreuion  of  hia 

regret,  that  the  tariff  waa    not    to    be 

brought  foTDard  as  loon  as  he,  aa  well  at 

the  couDtrTi  had  expected.    He  thought 

that   the  delay  of  the    Income-tax   was 

nothing  in  importance  to  the  delay  of  tiie 

Uriff. 

Mr.  Waton  trusted,  that  (he  right  hon. 

Baronet  would  keep  the  Income-tax  ir 

this  House  until  the  tariff  was  passed. 
Resolutions  read  and  agreed  to,  as  f^il- 

lowB ;  and  two  billi  were  ordered   to  he 

brought  in,  to  carry  them  into  efft 
"1.    Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 

Ibis    Committee,   that,    totmrdi    railing    the 

Supply    granted  to  her  Majesty,    ibere    be 

charged  annually  during  a  term  to  be  limited, 

the  seveial  Rales  and  Duties  following,  ihsl 

"  For  and  iu  respect  of  the  Properly  in  any 
Lands,  Tenemenls,  or  Heredi laments,  and  for 
and  in  respect  of  tTery  Annuity,  Pension,  or 
Stipend,  ptyable  by  her  Majesty,  or  out  of  ihr 
Public  Revenue  of  the  United  Kingdom  ;  and 
for  and  in  reipect  of  all  Intereit  of  Money, 
Annuiliei,  Dividends.and  Shares  of  Annuitira 
payable  to  any  person  or  persont,  liudies 
politic  or  corporate,  companies  or  societies, 
whether  corporate  or  not  corporate ;  and  for 


and  in  reipact  of  ihe  annual  proBti  or  gains 
arising  or  accruing  to  any  person  or  persons 
whatever,  resident  in  Great  Britain,  from  any 
kind  of  Properly  whatever,  whether  lituate  in 
Great  Driuin  or  elsewhere,  or  from  any  An- 
□uilies.  Allowances,  or  Stipends,  or  from  any 
Profession,  Trade,  or  Vocation,  whether  (he 
shall  be  respectively  exercised  in  Great 
iti  or  elsewhere  ;  and  for  and  io  respect 
of  (he  annu'il  prufiti  or  gains  ariiing  and 
accruing  to  any  person  or  persons  not  reudent 
'ithin  Great  Britain,  from  any  Properly  what. 
rer  In  Great  Britain,  or  from  any  Trade, 
'rofession,  or  Vocation,  exercised  in  Great 
Briiuin  ;  for  every  twenty  shillings  of  (he  an. 
nual  value  or  amount  thereof  .  seven  peoee 
For  and  io  respect  of  the  Occupation  of 
any  Lands,  Tenements,  or  Hereditaments 
(other  than  a  dwelling-house  occupied  by  a 
tenant  distinct  from  a  farm  of  lands),  for 
every  (wen(y  shillings  of  the  annual  value 
thereof  .        .        tiiree  pence  halfpenny 

"3.  Resolved,  Tliat,  towards  raising  the 
Supply  granted  to  her  Majesty,  in  lieu  of  the 
several  Stamp  Duties  oow  payable  in  Ireland, 
there  shall  be  charged,  levied,  colleeied,  or 
paid,  in  Ireland,  upon  and  in  respect  of  every 
deed,  writing,  or  other  written  or  printed 
instrument,  or  in  'respect  of  any  legacy,  or 
succeision  to  personal  estate  upon  intetiaey, 
or  in  respect  to  any  other  matter  or  thing,  the 
like  atnount  or  rate  of  Stamp  Duty  as  is  now 
payable  in  Great  Britain." 

Houie  adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF    LORDS, 

Thuriday,Aprin4,n42. 
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m  nd  Pnnliituu  L»» — Fram  Uw  Hlablcn  ud 
pdmof  DiMntl^  ClwiidtlnBclIlBt,  nd  Fit- 
liHd,l)Bl>U  MiinUfvMimB  HaolMn  oT  Uia  Chmh 
of  bgliiikl  and  DliuiURi,  or  Prab]rurUiu,  irny  l» 

Ojlbfti,  a-rji.,  ud  Clan,  a^ilnit  any  (unbs  OniiL  to 
lliyiioiittk— Pnm  Gnat  Ydlhiiiii,  and  StanbnuTnc.  foi 
ImiilrT  iBtD  Um  ootine  at  Imtnictkni  at  HiymoUi. 

CoBN  Lav,]  Lord  Wettern,  in  pre- 
■enling  a  petition  rrom  the  farmera  or 
Esaex,  Raid,  iliat   the  petitioners    cotn- 

iilained  of  the  injury  they  should  suslaiti 
rom  the  proposed  alteration  of  the  Corn- 
lam,  and  stated  this  imposl  was  lo  be 
considered  as  a  tenant's  tax,  and  not  as  a 
landlord's  tax.  They  also  complained  of 
being  deceived  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man at  the  head  of  the  Government,  and 
by  their  own  repteieolatives.  The  noble 
Lord  said,  he  could  bear  hii  testimony  to 
the  Tact,  that  the  belief  among  the  farmers 
was  general,  that  they  had  been  deceived 
by  the  present  Government,  and  they 
knew,  they  had  been  deceived  by  their 
own  represent  stives.  The  feeiing  which 
bad  been  expressed  on  a  recent  ocension, 
that  the  Government  measure  had  driven 
the  faimers  from  the  frying-pan  into  the 
fire,  was  universal  in  his  county,  and 
wonid  be  universally  expressed,  but  thnt 
the  Conservative  landlords  kept  down  the 
spirit  of  farmera  to  the  utmost  extent  in 
tlwir  power.  He  did  firmly  believe,  that 
be  repreiented  fairly  what  was  the  feelini; 
of  the  farmara  in  the  county  in  which  he 
resided. 

The  Duke  of  Wellinglon :  As  a  day  is 
filed  for  the  discussion  of  this  subject,  I 
tbiok  it  would  bo  as  well — probably  more 
feir — if  noble  Lords  would  refrain  from 
the  use  of  such  harsh  expressions  as  that 
Ihe  country  has  been  deceived  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  at  the  head  of  the 
GoTernment,  in  another  place.  I  think 
these  expressions  ought  at  least  to  be 
■voided,  until  the  House  can  come  to  a 
fair  discussion  on  the  question,  and  whei 
the  noble  Lord  may  have  an  opportunity 
of  stating  how,  where,  when,  and  in  what 
language,  my  right  hon.  Friend  deceived 
the  public  on  this  question.  1  repeat,  my 
Lotds,  that  I  think  the  noble  Lord's  can- 
dour should  at  least  have  prompted  him 
to  say  how,  where,  and  when  that  decep- 
tion was  practised,  before  be  came  down, 
and  in  set  terms,  on  the  mere  presenta- 
tion of  a  petition,  pronounced  a  charge  of 
this  description.  My  Lords,  I  deny  the 
inputaUoD  u  roimaU;  aod  u  dUiinctly, 


L  14}  Maj/ndoth.  466 

as  the  noble  Lord  has  made  it,  I  aiy,  U 
'   not  true. 

Lord  Western :  The  noble  Duke  says, 
that  my  assertioQ  is  not  true.  I  tell  the 
noble  Duke  and  the  House,  that  the 
tenantry  of  the  county  in  which  I  reside, 
believe,  that  they  have  been  deceived  by 
ihe  Government  and  by  their  representa- 
tives. The  conduct  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  at  the  head  of  the  Government, 
ill  IS38,  1839,  and  1840,  on  the  sutgect 
of  the  Corn-laws,  naturally  led  to  the 
conclusion,  that  he  would  take  a  similar 

lurse  in  the  present  year.  Who  could 
imagine,  from  the  opinions  formerly  ex- 
presaed  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  that 
he  would  introduce  such  a  measure  aa 
that  which  be  has  now  proposed?  I 
don't  say,  that  he  has  wilfully  deceived 
the  agricult mists  ;  but  his  conduct  led  to 
the  conception,  on  their  part,  that  he 
would  never  have  entertained  the  mea- 
sures now  before  the  country. 

Petition  laid  on  Ihe  Table. 

Education  at  Maydooth.]  The 
Earl  of  Kenyan,  after  presenting  patilions 
against  the  system  of  Education  at  May- 
Dooth,  said,  he  concurred  in  the  prayers 
of  these  petitions,  and  thought  thai  if  a 
committee  were  appoiated,  he  should  be 
able  to  show,  that  a  Government  grant 
ought  to  be  no  longer  bestowed  on  the 
college  at  Maynoolh. 

The  Earl  of  Clmcurry  was  sure,  that 
if  the  noble  Eatl  succeeded  in  getting  his 
committee  of  inquiry,  it  would  be  ascer- 
tained, that  no  institution  ccald  be  better 
conducted  than  that  of  Maynoolh,  where 
the  first  minds  in  the  country  were  em- 
ployed in  educating  the  priesthood.  He 
was  persuaded,  that  instead  of  the  sum 
now  given,  five  or  ten  times  tb at  amount 
should  be  granted,  if  it  were  desired,  that 
the  priesthood  brought  up  (here  should  be 
of  the  same  clau  and  description  as  ihoio 
Formerly  educated  on  the  cootinenl.  Thu 
grant  to  Maynoolh  was  originally  made  as 
a  compeussiion  for  the  large  sums  Tested 
in  continental  establishments  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  Irish  priesthood,  and  lost  or 
destroyed  at  the  period  of  the  French 
revolution,  and  also  because  there  was 
great  fear  of  the  inteicourse  which  then 
took  place  with  the  continent,  and  which 
ike  Government  of  (he  day  wished  lo  cbeck. 
He  must  state  to  their  Lordships  ihat  the 
piesent  body  of  Catholic  clergy  in  lie- 
land  constituted  a  very  exemplary  priest* 
hood ;  bui  h«  was  old  enough  to  temembei 
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the  lupdrior  deicription  of  men  as  to 
learning  and  conduct  amongit  those  who 
were  formerly  brought  up  oh  the  Conii- 
nent.  The  Bam  Blloired  for  education  wds 
■o  tinaU  that  persons  of  the  humbler 
classes  bnly  would  consent  to  take  on 
theAselTeB  the  charge  ot  the  aacttd 
miniatrjr.  He  recollected  the  time  when 
the  first  families  furnished  the  prieilK 
of  Ireland.  It  would  be  Ken  on  the 
slightest  calculatidn  that  the  tam  fuf  nisheil 
for  their  education  was  miserably  >rti|ill, 
and  his  only  surprise  was,  the  excellent 
conductor  the  priests,  considering  their 
origin.  He  tnust  do  them  the  justice  to 
say  that,  at  periods  of  the  greatest  distress 
and  agitaliout  die  only  persons  who  kept 
the  country  quiet  and  secured  the  enjoy- 
ment of  liberty  and  pivpeny  were  the 
priests. 

The  Earl  of  JVkkhw  fully  concarred  in 
much  of  what  had  been  said  by  his  noble 
Friend.  As  to  the  prayer  that  ihe  grant 
for  Mayoooth  should  be  withdrawn)  it  ap> 
peered  to  him  to  be  the  height  of  absur- 
dity. No  person  connected  with  Ireland 
would  ever  reeomniend  such  a  hieasure. 
Parliament  having  sanctioned  such  d 
crani,  he  believed  the  beat  policy  would 
M  to  increase  it  in  kueh  a  minner  as  ihst 
Uie  priests  educated  at  Maynooth  should 
be  of  the  aame  desttrrption  as  those 
fotnerly  brought  up  on  the  COntiitent. 
He  believed  that  such  a  step  would  tend 
more  to  the  tranqnillity  abd  peroinnent 
iinproTenenl  of  the  country  than  ahy 
measure  which  could  be  adopted  by  Par- 
Iftnent. 

Lord  Kenyan  akked  the  niAle  Lord 
whether  he  Was  aware  of  the  coune  of  in- 


public  and  the  holder^,  he  itioUld  tntit^  a 
clause  to  that  efTeci, 

The  Duke  of  WtUtnghm  ^W;  Ihe 
holijeri  must  ttiakt  ttilt  Ibeir  case  (h^  best 
way  they  could.  Il  will  thert  be  for  the 
Treasury  to  aifl  theit  fclftimi,  Hiid  he 
tHdiJ^ht  it  wtiiild  be  best  to  leave  it  tO  the 
discretion  of  the  Commissioners  to  pro- 
vide such,  regulations  for  carrying  on  the 
invesligatiun  as  they  should  deem  suitahle* 
without  inserting  any  distinct  clatise  in 
the  bill  for  such  an  object. 

Lord  Breughrim  agreed  that  the  discte- 
tioQ  was  wisely  left  with  the  Comutissiosertt 
but  he  hoped,  with  bis  noble  and  learned 
Friend,  that  the  public  would  be  iluly  re^ 
preseoled. 

Bill  went  through  committee. 


Spihit  Duties  (Ikelarb.)]  Oti  tb^ 
motion  that  the  BpiHl  Duties  (IreUnd) 
Bill  be  committed, 

The  Earl  of  Wickhm  said,  ha  had  nv 
objeetiecl  to  ofier  to  this  bill.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  approved  of  the  principle  oF  a 
higli  duty  on  spirits  as  Air  aa  that  ttoald 
be  efikcted  without  risking  the  ehahce  df 
an  increase  of  an  lllieit  disllllatron  |  but 
when  he  recollected  the  demoralising  effbeti 
which  had  resulted  from  an  eiteAsive 
prevalence  Of  illicit  distillation,  bb 
owned  that  he  looked  with  seme  alariti  at 
any  measure  which  had  a  lendeitcr  ID 
produce  it.  He  should,  therefore,  hai^ 
felt  it  his  duty  to  oppose  the  pntctai 
measure  on  that  ground,  if  he  were  Hot 
convinced  that  the  Government,  t>efbre 
introducing  it  to  the  Legisjature,  had 
examihed  the  subject  in   all  its  bearingSi 

id  were  satisfied  that   it  would   not   be 


struciion  in   Maynooth,   and  whether   he  \  attended  with   the  effects  to  which  he  ai- 
had  ever  seeh  the  class-boOks?    It  the 
•oUe  Lord  had,  he  would  no  doubt  admit  i 
the  necessity  for  a  Comolitlee  of  inquiry.     I 

The  Earl  of  FficWoto  had  not  inspected  | 

the  conne  of  education  at  Maynooth;  but '  attended  with  the  most  mrschievous  conse' 
if  it  were  not  such  as  it  ought  to  be,  that '  queaces.  It  was  the  hist  objection  that 
was  the  fault  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  could  be  fairly  urged  against  the  present 
Irelandi  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  and  other  Goveroment,  that  their  financiu  plan 
roneiionarles,    under    whose    iu^pection    would  bear  hurdly  on  Ireland ;    but  he 


luded. 

Lord  Monteagle  was  of  opinion  that  this 
meoBure  would  prove  a  complete  failure  aa 
to  revenue,  and  that  its  operation  must  be 


Parliament  had  placed  it, 
Fonr.Eti    ExcHkQtTER    Bill*,]    The 


thought  he  could  show,  front  ^ts  which 
had  come  within  the  knowledge  of  nnble 
,  Lords  whom  he  addressed,  that  this  put 
Duke  of  Wellington  moved  the  committal ,  of  the  financial  scheme  of  the  GoVerii* 
of  the  Forged  Exchequer  Bills  Commission  I  meiit  would  not  answer  any  of  the  put- 
Bill,  poses  for  which,  it  had  been  proposed. 
Lord  Campbellhid  no  intention  of  op-  In  1823,  under  Lord  Liverpool's  Gorem- 
posing  the  progress  nf  this  bill ;  biit  un-  !  raent,  a  cammission,  at  the  head  of  which 
less  counsel  were  heard  at  the  discretion  was  Lord  Wallace,  was  appointed  to  iii* 
'  the  comtniisioncTf,  od  Ihe  side  of  the  quire  into  the  probable  effects  of  a  redtte^ 
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!i  Hiirita.  Those 
CotttiulnioDetv  stated  that  if  a  higher  duty 
tbHD  fh)tt)  is.  id.  to  is.  wu  leried  upon 
Wht^by,  frtoA  and  illicit  distillation  would 
kmM.  Tbt  Aomin isHion,  in  its  5t!l  report 
staled  :-^ 

"  Oat  inquiriei  bate  niiiGed  ui*  aod  we 
think  esperience  hAi  fully  proTed,  that  in  ' 
Ttniote  parti  of  treland  and  Scotland  it  ia  l  . 
practicabie  to  lery  the  tiigh  rale  of  duij  at 
preaetil  charged  on  iplritt.  On  carefully  coib- 
P»rin|  the  miin  »f  inMrroation  we  have  n- 
niVed,  *e  kie,  after  nltch  litflSction,  led  to 
(»itelUda  Ibal  if  a  higher  dutj  than  ft.  6d.  ts 
3(L  fa  charged  apoa  spiHti,  the  licanied  dit> 
tiller  cannot  antei  into  successful  competition 
with  Uie  illicit  distiller,  and  ne  cannot  there- 
fore hesitate  tb  recommend  a  reduction  to  thai 
Utbam.  W«  hope  that  the  redlictioa 
Hot  be  StVehded  iHth  IoIj,  but  that  an  aug> 
fMiilatlMi  \a%j  be  eatieet»d." 

Lord  Lir^poola  GoTernment  acted  on 
Uk  jtafornmtidn  just  received,  and  io  1823 
s  reduction  in  the  dutj  waa  made  of  from 
hs.  64.  per  IrisH  gallon  to  St.  per  English 
galloD.  The  iaoease  io  tlie  quantity 
brougtit  to  cnarge  consequent  upon  ttie  re- 
duction of  duty  was  upwaills  of  3.342,000 
Aallons;  ^e  cttosuinptioD  in  1823,  being 
3,548,000  jallons,  and  in  1824,  6,690,000 
gdloDS.     But  In   1826  an  opposite  course 

J'aa  adoplvd  by  the  GoT«nment;  the 
uties  on  ap.r\U  were  iDcreased  to  2s.  lOd. 
per  imperial  |;alloa.  The  effect  was  felt 
In  ttie.  reduction  which  immediately  fot- 
lowea  in  the  quantity  cennimed^  in  1625 
the  quantity  coosumed  being  6,262,000 

S lions,  and  in  1826  the  quantity  haring 
)en  to  8,'i60,000  galbni.  In  1830  an 
additipna]  duty  of  Is.  per  ^lon  was  ini- 
pmeA  by  Mr.  Coalbuni,  which  was  the  in- 
a«sseuf  duty  which  was  now  proposed  to 
balaidoD.  In  i834acomniBMoB  wasogain 
ifipainted  which  examined  and  roMrted 
on  the  spirit  daties.  Sir  Henry  Pamell 
wss  chatrniao.  He  would,  with  their  Lord 
JtApt'  permisston,  read  extracts  from  the  re- 
port ttiniished  hr  that  secoml  coranissioa 
relative  to  theemct  which  had  been  found 
to  follow  ftoni  the  increase  and  reduction 
in  the  duties  on  spirits.  The  commission 
Stated:-^ 

"FiMithe  vuaeraus  eiaminatlooS  |of  dis'- 
lillefb  Sad  ttoiile  officers,  it  will  be  seen  tbal 
there  js>  with  *eiy  ftw  akceptioni,  a  complete 
cotRurrenee  of  evidence  that  the  practice  of 
lUkit  distillation  ^as  almost  uniformly  Itept 
pa^  With  the  lidtahiife  of  duty ;  that  in  13!3, 
W>mVheftcatridtictioii  of  duty  took  place, 
Am  kAItt  «r  Hi6  iMMig^lers  were  tiearly  aiini- 
Mk(M,«bd  that  tbt  niifai  Mtd  subseqoent 
hMsN  of  tk(H  ptacticsi  htra  Iwtn  omty 


conlempotaneoni  with  the  coDsecntiTS  incraasa 
of  duly  in  1826  and  1B30." 

And  again  at  page  90,-^ 

"  It  teems  unnecessary  that  we  should  enter 
into  aby  further  description  of  the  grounds  on 
which  We  coDiider  a  rntuctinn  of  the  duty  to 
the  hthountat  which  it  stood  under  the  fecoat- 
metidatioo  of  Uie  former  comtnissioaersiai  the 
only  remedy  for  the  etasions  of  duty  which 
can  be  proposed  with  any  prospeot  of  tueceia. 
A  firm  conviction  indoces  us 


to  urge  the  necessity  vf  retracing  the  steps 
taken  in  ioereaaing  the  spirit  duty.  From  t 
repeal  of  the  additional  duty,  We  Confideatly 
expect  a  general  luppresaioo  of  ilUdt  diitilla- 
Ucu  and  a  fdll  compensatiou  tb  the  rennue." 

In  consequence  of  these  reports,  his 
noble  trieud  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 

3uer  (£atl  Spencer]  proposed  to  reduce  the 
uty  from  8s,  id,  to  2j.  id.  per  galloa. 
His  noble  Friend  stated  tbal, — 

•*  The  GonniB«nt  had  ftlt  it  their  duly  t» 
consider  the  sabject  of  the  Irish  •pitit  datiss 
with  a  view  of  aBcertBiniDg  whether  it  might 
not  be  advisable,  by  a  diminution  of  the  duly, 
to  prevent  illicit  distillation,  and,  St  the  same 
time,  Tiot  to  expose  the  revenue  to  much  loss. 
Me  hh  confident  thai  by  reducing  ihe  doty 
Trom  3t.  Ad.  to  Si,  **.,  vety  advanlageoui  rt. 
sBll9  Would  be  ofttsined,  and  Mt  the  aoKnuit 
of  spiriu  broagtit  m  chatge  would  riat,  fraea 
3)009,000  gallons,  to  1(^009,000,  and  tbat  ia 
future  years  Ihe  revenue  would  suffer  no  loss 
whatever." 


The 


[Honcs  of  this  reduction  ■> 


regarded  the  ]0(»«a«e  in  the  quantity  coD' 
aunted  was  even  greater  than  Bad  been  bd- 
ticipated.  In  1834  the  quantity  coDsnmed 
'lad  been  8,186,000  gallons.  InI836tht 
quantity  becuie  11,634,000  gallons.  In 
1840  Mr.  Baring,  the  then  ChuicellOT  of 
the  Exchequer,  imposed  an  additional  duty 
<A  4d.  upon  Irish  ^Irits.  To  this  imposi- 
tion Mr,  Goulburn  strenuously  (Aijected, 
stating  that  he  thought,— 

"  The  regalt  would  be  a  loss  of  revenue,  sod 
that  in  his  opinion  the  Government,  in  impos- 
ing the  additional  duty,  bed  not  profiled  by  the 
experience  which  his  own  measure,  in  11130, 
bad  furnished  them  with.  He  believed  that 
1  been  eslabliibed  that,  in  proportion  tO 
the  teduciions  which  had  taken  place  in  Ihe 
dnty  on  Irish  spitits,  the  revenae  had  beea 
augmented,  and  that  the  eflect  of  increaaiDg 
the  duty  had  always  been  to  diminish  the  con- 
siAnption,  and  consequently  the  revenue." 

The  remit  folly  conflrmad  this  aotid- 
pation.  The  icase,  however,  was  eveu 
more  d^ous  at  present  than  it  had  been  at 
former  periods  when  an  increase  in  the 
amount  of  daty  bad  been  laid  on.  If  illicit 
disUllatioB  should  smio  be  revirad,  tJie 
BoMt  Duke  oE^t«  kdew  vliat  would  be- 
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its    probable  efiecia   on    tbe   troups  who    of  duty 

tliat  the  result  of  such  a  measure  being 


inignt  be  called  out  for  the  purpose  of  its 
suppresdun.  The  military  force  applicable 
for  that  purpose,  was  Dow  on  a  very  dif- 
ferent scale  froni  what  it  vbs  formerly.  It 
was  formerly  upwards  of  20,000  men.  It  is 
now  scarcely  half  that  number.  It  vould 
be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  service  of  sup- 
pressing illicit  diauilation  had  beea  found 
tnoit  destructive  to  the  organisation  and 
discipline  of  tbe  troops  who  had  been  en- 
gaged in  it.  He  believed  that  a  renewal  of 
illicit  distillation  would  have  the  effect  of 
endangering  the  peace  of  tbe  country,  and 
that  it  woold  tend  greatly  to  the  encou- 
ragement of  crime.  Out  of  16,000  com- 
mitments which  had  taken  place  in  Ire- 
land during  one  period,  he  found  that 
upivards  of  4,000  had  proceeded  from 
illicit  distillation.  The  military  power 
possessed  bjr  Government  for  checking 
illicit  distillation  was  lets  than  it  had 
been,  while  the  inducement  to  commit  the 
ofieoce  was  greater.  Without  wishing 
In  any  degree  to  anticipate  the  discussion 
of  a  question  which  would  come  in  due 
course  before  the  House,  he  could  not  doubt 
that  there  was  less  protection  to  be  placed 
by  the  new  tariff  on  barley  and  oats,  re- 
latively to  wheat,  than  the  protection 
given  by  tbe  old  scale.  Tbe  e^t,  then, 
of  the  proposed  additional  duty  would 
be,  that  crime  would  be  increased,  and 
that  the  military  employed  to  suppress 
illicit  traffic  would  suffer  in  organisation 
and  discipline.  A  criminal  connivance 
would,  as  in  former  times,  spring  up  be- 
tween those  who  violated  the  law  and  those 
who  profited  by  that  violation,  alike  ir- 
Ksistinle  and  indefensible.  Farmers, 
and  those  in  the  ranks  of  life  immediately 
above  farmers,  would  find  that  their  best 
profit  lay  in  joining  in,  or  conniving  at 
the  practice  ut  illicit  distillation.  A  wit 
ness  examined  before  Lord  Wallace's  coni< 
mission  in  1 822  was  asked  where  the 
smugglers  found  the  best  mart  for  their 
article?  The  reply  was,  that  their  best 
customers  were  the  magistrates,  the  officers 
of  the  King's  army,  and  the  dignitaries 
of  the  church,  He  did  not  make  tbe 
etateraent  as  a  fact  coming  within  his 
own  knowledge;  be  merely  gave  the  re- 
ply of  tbe  witness.  The  notion  of  de- 
riving an  increase  of  revenue  to  the  ex- 
tent of  23O,O0O;.  from  the  proposed  duty 
was  the  most  delusive  expectation  that  had 
ever  entered  into  the  mind  of  man.  He 
had  thought  it  bis  duty  to  make  these  ob- 
servations with  the  new  of  showing  the 
fUngei  which  would  stt«ad  soy  ioqraN 
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carried  into  effect  would  be  a  great  in- 
crease of  illicit  distillation, andconiequently 
of  crime ;  !f,  therefore  a  division  should 
take  place,  lie  would  be  compelled  to  ny, 
"  not  content"  to  this  bill. 

The  Duke  of  IVeUingfm  could  assure 
his  noble  Friend  near  bim  (the  Earl  of 
Wicklow)  that  Government  had  made 
eveiy  inquiry  as  to  the  probable  remit  of 
the  proposed  additional  duty  on  Irish  sp^ 
rits.  The  result  of  these  inquiries  had 
been,  that  the  Government  believed  that 
the  messure  would  not  occasion  that  in- 
crease in  illicit  dislillation  which  had  been 
antic ipn ted.  Every  security  would  be 
lalcen  in  order  lu  prevent  it,  and  he  be- 
lieved that  the  arrangements  which  would 
be  put  in  effect  would  accompliab  that 
result.  He  would  take  the  opportunity  of 
mentioning  that  the  consumption  of  spirits 
in  Ireland  had  increased  in  the  face  of  the 
doty  imposed  by  the  late  Cbancellor  of 
the  Exchequer. 

The  Earl  of  Ripon  wished  to  notice  one 
point  of  the  subject,  the  inequality  of  duty 
upon  Scotch  and  Irish  spirits,  tbe  duty 
upon  the  former  being  Is.  higher  than 
upon  tbe  latter,  while  the  propositions  be- 
fore tbe  House  were  intended  to  equalise 
the  duties  in  both  countries.  The  mateat 
ioconvenieocn  had  been  felt  to  result  from 
the  difference  in  duty  at  present  subsisting, 
and  it  had  been  found  necessary  to  establiA 
the  most  inconvenient  regulations  with  re- 
spect to  the  transmission  of  spirits  between 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  it  wis  most  de* 
sirable  that  these  inconveniences  should  be 
removed  by  the  introductioo  of  a  measure 
equalising  the  duties.  It  would  not  be 
desirable  that  with  this  view  the  duties  on 
Scotch  spirits  should  be  lowered  to  the 
rate  of  that  on  Irish  spirits,  and,  therefore, 
unless  it  could  be  clearly  shown,  thai  the 
proposed  increase  of  duty  would  be  attended 
with  those  injurious  enects  of  which  bis 
noble  Friend  seemed  to  be  apprdiensive; 
tbe  best  course  to  get  rid  of  the  inconve- 
nience of  the  inequality  of  duty  was  that 
which  the  Government  proposed-  Tbe 
noble  Lord  had  drawn  a  comparison  be< 
tween  the  quantities  of  s|»rits  consumed 
before  the  great  reduction  had  takes  nlaoe> 
and  after  that  period.  But  it  would  be  re- 
collected, that  the  duty  ftom  n-hich  that 
reduction  was  made,  was  higher  than  the 
point  to  which  it  was  now  proposed  to  raise 
It.  The  reduction  in  question  was  a  bohl 
attempt  to  put  an  end  to  tbe  ejvtem  of  n 
illicit  dittil«ioii--«  ^gtein  vnitii  hti 
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been  the  oliject  of  so  manj',  and  so  very 
UDHucceuful  attacks,  that  it  was  deemed 
necesaary  either  to  girc  up  the  attempt  at 
auppresBioD  in  despair,  oi  to  make  it  effec- 
tual by  a  reductiua  i^gue-half  the  duty. 
He  did  not  think,  that  is  itself  the  mea- 
sure was  a  desirable  odgj  aod  bo  he  said  at 
the  time.  He  adopted  it,  u  it  seenied 
to  be  the  only  mode  by  which  it  appeared 
poosible  to  put  an  end  to  the  evils  of  illicit 
distiUatioD.  But  it  did  not  follow,  that 
when  that  ayitem  had  been  destroyed,  and 
better  meaos  of  prerentiDg  its  renewal  bad 
been  organised,  it  did  not  follow  that  they 
were  not  at  liberty  to  attempt  to  raise  the 
amount  of  duty  to  as  high  a  pitch  as  it 
would  bear.  Indeed,  the  ooly  grouods  on 
which  they  could  limit  the  amount  of  duty, 
was  the  risk  of  some  quantity  being  con- 
sumed without  hariog  been  brought  to 
charge,  and  thereby  not  only  was  the  le- 
TCDUe  defrauded,  but  the  consumer,  in  this 
ioBtance,  the  uofortunate  consumer,  had 
the  opportunity  of  easily  obtaining  large 
quantities  of  ardent  spirits.  But  after 
consulting  men  of  practical  expeiieuce  in 
the  excise  department  in  Ireland,  well  con- 
rersant  with  the  working  of  the  system, 
the  Gorernment  had  come  to  the  resolu- 
tion that  it  could  safely  propose  the  addi- 
tiraal  duty. 
The  Bill  passed  through  committee- 

GftEBmricH  Hospital  Schools.]  Lord 
DuncanTum  rose  to  more  resolutions,  of 
which  he  had  given  notice,  with  respect  to 
these  schools;  they  had  been  established 
for  the  education  of  persons  of  the  jxwrest 
cIbn,  who  had  not  the  opportunity  of 
tttberwise  seading  their  children  to  school, 
principally  with  the  intentbn  of  bringing 
them  up  ti»  the  naval  serTice.  He  wished 
particularly  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  last  resolution  which  he 
should  have  the  faouour  of  proponng. 
From  the  published  report  of  Admiral 
FlemiuK's  letter  to  the  Admiralty  upon 
these  BOiools  in  1840,  it  appeared  that 

"  At  that  time  the  schools  were  very  far  in 
arreai  of  the  majority  of  such  institatioos — 
that  inoifl  thin  one-half  of  the  boys  could  not 
read;  that  when  discharged  from  the  esta- 
blishment at  the  age  of  fourteen  or  fifteen 
years,  few,  if  any,  were  ready  to  enter  the  sea 
service,  still  fewer  were  apprenticed  to  trades; 
and  all  being  incapable  of  procuring  a  liveli- 
hood, were  a  burden  to  their  Meiids,  to  the 
^risha,  or  were  driven  to  dishonest  means." 

The  Lofds  tit  the  Admitalty  applied.  In 
conseqUenoB  of  this  nport,  to  the  com- 
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mittee  of  the  Privy  Council  on  education, 
in  Older  that  the  schools  might  be  in- 
spected by  an  officer  of  that  board.  The 
committee  accordioKly  sent  down  Mr.  Tre- 
menhere,  and  his  report  had  been  laid  oo 
the  Table  of  the  House.  By  that  report, 
it  appeared  that  the  state  of  the  schools 
was  very  unsatisfsctory,  and  that  the 
moral  and  religious  education  of  the  chil- 
dren had  been  entirely  neglected.  In 
consequence  of  this  report,  the  schools 
had  been  remodelled.  It  was  amnged, 
that  the  superintendence  of  the  masiers 
should  be  extended  to  the  boys  out  of  the 
school-room  as  well  as  within  its  walls. 
Great  opposition  had  been  made  to  tbis 
arrangement  by  those  in  authority,  but 
from  what  he  had  now  heard  tarn  the 
noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, he  trusted,  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  Government  to  carry  out  those 
schemes  of  improvement  which  bad  been 
already  put  into  execution.  It  was  not 
bis  intention  or  wish  that  these  schools 
should  not  be  under  the  control  of  the 
Admiralty,  but  he  wished  that  they 
should  be  under  the  constant  inspection 
of  the  Privy  Council,  in  order  to  insure 
to  the  public  a  participation  in  the  im- 
provements lately  made.  A  person  being 
appointed  by  the  Admiralty  to  act  u 
inspector  he  did  not  think  would  be  suffi. 
cient.  He  regretted  to  understand,  that 
bis  noble  Friend  would  not  consent  to  have 
the  schools  under  the  inspection  of  the 
committee  of  Privy  Councu.  The  noble 
Lord  concluded  by  moving  the  fidlowiug 
resolutions:— 

*■  1.  That  the  schools  connected  with  the 
royal  haspiial  at  Greenwich,  were  established 
for  the  eaucation  and  maintenance  of  childrea 
of  persons  who  haie  been  employed  in  the 

"  3.  That  these  schools  had  been  for  many 
years  supported  at  an  expense  equal  to  two- 
thirds  of  the  grant!  annually  made  by  Parlia- 
ment, for  (he  promotion  of  education  in  Great 
Britain,  and  had  been  nndar  the  direction  and 
management  of  the  Admiralty  exclusively, 
and  bad  been   inspected    annually  by  that 

"3.  That  the  late  governor  of  the  royal 
hospital  reported  to  the  Admiralty  in  August, 
1B40,  that  the  schools  were  '  very  far  in  arreat 
of  the  majority  of  sach  Institutions ;  thai  more 
than  one-half  of  the  boys  could  not  read ;  that 
when  discharged  from  the  establishment  at  the 
age  of  foorteea  or  fifteen  yean,  few,  if  any, 
were  ready  to  enter  the  sea  service,  still  fewer 
were  apprenticed  to  trades,  and  all  being 
incapable  of  procvring  a  livelibood,  were  * 
bniuiti  to  their  friends,  to  the  psnihsf,  9t 
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«Erfe  dHveD  to  obtain  it  by  dishonest  means;" 
tntt  iti  tfae  TDintites  bf  die  commillte  bf  dituil- 
tM  on  tdilcBlton,  )}re»eated  lo  Parliaoienl  in 
JuM,  1S41)  II  Hppetn,  that  the  ditcipline  of 
all  the  Ktiools  \rin  so  defeeliVe,  that  it  was 
nMmfary  t4  dittolre  «nd  abtodoo  Uie  girls 
school,  and  send  ifae  girls  home  to  iheir 
relatives;  thai  the  moral  and  religious  edbca- 
tioD  had  been  so  ueglectei!,  tliat  thie  greatest 
p&rl  ot'  Ui«  cdilili^ri  \reTi  ib  Ih^  Idwfest  and 
AoBt  ftfa^erhel  state  of  Iniellefct  on  ftligions 
MUeUt ;  tHat  the  ltieth(»dl  of  iBsiniGttHn  Wtre 
d«mtit«(  am  the  aittianeUH  Of  tb«  MholatD 
in  the  ceiHMDn  nidimenli  of  Bleinenlmi|r  edn^ 
MtfOb  limited  and  bniaLsfaeteiy.i 

"  4.  That  in  tl^e  upper  cchool  maajr.  of  the 
most  obvious  and  necessary  subjects  of  naval 
education  were  omitted,  and  Ihe  common  rudi- 
Uehlsofiti  Ehgliib  educatiota  oeglected;  atid 
IhOligtl  the  titne  of  the  bo;s  (rat  almost  ettlu- 
»itaf  detoibd  Ib  krilhmetle  afad  walhtnAlicS) 
ibB  htlaibiitedis  of  (M  great  majority  of  iha 
gcholtra  tnrei  enn  i)d  these  sntgeeta,  ansatis^ 
Swlofyi 

"5.  That  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  ha,*i  „ 
snbmilted  the  case  to  the  committee  of  Privy 
Council  en  education,  the  schools  bare  been 
rfc-organised,  an  additional  tiumbei-  of  masters 

Sipoinititl,  methods  apph>ved  by 
Itteb  Of  council  intnMliced-,  the  coursH  Of 
itlBtraCtiOA  KMHbdeitcd,  and  oMwt  fmprOi 
Mcnti  made,  which  art  in  the  conrse  of  sue^ 
eeatftil  derelopAeot,  but  which  retiuire  lime 
and  the  constant  luperintendence  of  persons 
intimatelf  acquainted  with  the  oiscipUne  and 
tDanagemgnt  of  scnools  for  their  complete  suo- 
cerfj 

•'e.  Tiiitl  llieit  {mprbvemehts  have  hefen 
tatAe  llrlbtl^  SU  Mcordance  With  the  *ieW«  ttf 
the  ebinriiittee  of  t>dailcil  eb  edacatiba,  and 
gnondM  on  the  mpan  of  one  of  theit  in- 
spectors ;  that  in  order  to  secure  for  the  pablic 
t^e  success  of  the  improvements  thus  intro- 
duced, and  for  that  purpose  lo  abtaih  the 
siipervision  ot'  the  committee  ot'  council  bn 
education,  il  is  expedient  that  these  schools 
should  be  tisited  at  all  times  by  tlie  inspectors 
from. that  (Ktard)  and  that  their  reports  on  the 
condition  oMhe  schools  should  be  annually 
presented  16  Parliament." 

The  Eul  of  Haddington  wtA,  whaterer 
MHiU  dlfibMtat^  of  ot^Kiotl  theM  ttlight 
Be  betWeift  tbe  noble  Lord  viA  bfmself, 
they  ^r^  to  tbis — both  Were  fentremely 
anxiQiu  to  promote  aod  peroetuat6  tbe 
vn-ni  echoots  of  \\i6  Ro^l  Hospital  at 
OreeQwick;  tbe  difTerence  between  tbeni 
in%  u  to  wbether  tbey  Bhtnild  be  perpe- 
tiMted  tiKder  tbe  fnB(iet:tioii  trf  tbe  Vnrj 
CObHcili  ttehAy  Ikkidg  Ifaem  tnm  tbe 
cAbtrM  tX  tbe  BOaril  tof  AdlniHltf,  br 
i^h^lbeiF  tbfe  Utne  M^iltag^  migbt  Dot 
be  KGuM  by  Ule  iosthiitaentality  bf  tbe 
HUB^ng  wstein.  With  istpect  to  tbe 
third  resonituHi,  lie  dioagbt  it  likely  to 
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produUaspiritofAppoeittoD,  and  that  tbe 
etatcmenta  tpoutd  be  denied  bj*  most  respect- 
able nitbes«es,  aixl  soibe  of  tbe  ttuH^a  vduld 
be  found  hot  to  be  so  cleat-  As  the   uoble 
Ldrd  supbcised.    the  noble  LoM  taid,  that 
Adnini  Fteralog  stAttd,  thitl  nry  l^w  of 
tbe  boys  Wgfat  tu  ca ;  but  he  fbutid,  thbt 
of  133  boys  1th6  1^  the  school,  from  sixtf 
to  sereatf  treat  to  sett  diret^  fhmi  the 
School,  and    s«vel«l  Htol«   BubWaUKiitlf, 
Aubtber  erbubd  of  contplaiOt  aeufnBt  the 
tbftd  feMlutiOb  VtUl  tbat  it  tabk  M  atHti- 
tioti  nf  thg  naiitlbd  school  trndeit  k  v&f 
able  persbd,  Mh  Rlddell.     ^H«  iMi  ho 
dottbt,    tbat  thb  ehbtentUir  brbnrAeA  of 
education  In  the  Bcfaools  nei«  Iti  H  vei'y  Aft- 
ftetiVe  autC;  sdtne  were  Otftltted,  and  otbert 
weti  imperttetly  taught ;  bnt  there  in»  Uf 
liUte  doubt  that  tbe  nautical  school  »Ut 
fcibioeittly  Hu^b^sSrul.    T<*o  ftebtleinetl  faMl 
bten  apbblbtMl  to  exUtibelhe  nicCM  tf 
Ml-.  Ridddlll  lebtfot,  fahd  ftotti  tfabtf  re- 
port it  appeared  Ulst  nothitlg  cOUM  W 
tbore   itiicCewflil  ;    ibdny  hitfi  IHotii   Mr. 
Hiddell's  achool  had  dlattogUnhed  thntt- 
telrbs.     Ho  had  bad  reports  fiom  naral 
offic^lrs,  and  in  the  Astteea,  out  of  tfrenty 
boys  tin  bdard  IhAt  vessel,  nlntiteeti  bad 
tunt^  out  ibost  prmnisitig  fieaitieti.  lA  hit 
Opihioil,  no  Pai-lianieiltal-y  i;ase  had  beett 
made  out  for   the  interference  of  their 
Lordsbipa,  bod  tb^  putting  these  resolu- 
tions  upon  their  iouroals  would  tend  to 
elubarr^  tfae  working  of  tbe  schools.    At 
least,  the  Board  of  Admiralty  Aould  so 
fiir  feiyoy  tbe  oonfideiice  of  thdr  LordBhipt 
tha^  It  MiOtild  ^conlitiue  tO  havfe  the  coDtlvl 
abd  directbn  of  the  »:h)kilB.     It  bad  beeA 
Mid,  that  this  Was  i  Gofemtnent  schdel ; 
attd  no  dodbt,  in  a  certain  tense,  it  ttu  a 
G-OTferbUiebt  ^hool ;  bnt  ft  fraia  a  Mral 
school,  abd  it  tris,  therefore,  natural  that 
it  should  be  Under  the  tuntrol  oT  tba  DaWl 
department  of  the  GOvefnOient  HbAonta 
meet  tbe  resOhitibn  of  the  noMe  Lord  by 
rtioving  the  nrevious  question,  and  he  1^- 
gr«ttea  much  that  the  UoMe  Lord  thould 
hare  thought  !t  his  dOty  (oF  which  he  h«d 
nO  right  to  complain)  to  raise  this  aaestion. 
When  be  was  first  sppOin ted  Bo  the  nffiee 
be  iMW  filled,  tfae  quettion  of  this  idiBsl 
had  been  pt^esAed  On  his  attenHon ;  he  hul 
heeta  UrgMl  to  continue  tb«  lahoun  of  the 
committee,  and  told  that  it  waft  an  expert* 
ment  from  which  Would  result  a  gnoj  )jil- 
tem  for  tbe  permanent  management  of  the 
school  t  but  he  bftd  not  been  long  Is  omcs 
before  he  was  assured  by  tbe  report  of  tbe 
naral  auttiorities  that  it  wai  atAolutrir 
necessai?  to  |)ut  an  entl  to  the  fUttW- 
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tbings,  for  that  the  insubordination  and 
dlfficDltiet  arising  from  conflicting  autbb- 
ritiea  were  so  great,  that  tht  school  would 
be  ruined)  and  he  accordingly  put  an  end 
ttt  ft.  He  tibdeatoured  to  preserve  all  the 
apixit  oT  the  t^latiotls  of  the  comknitiee, 
cmtustent  with  the  character  of  the  sthMl. 
lib  propDWd  to  leane  the  discipline  Wlthib 
Aoott,  U)d  the  education  ratWly  to  the 
UftSter,  with  thb  exttption  onl;  of  the 
dtfHnitoiieti,  whibh  it  «bs  necMitaiy  to  in- 
trust  t»  the  RQthoritjr  of  the  lleuibdantii 
SBd  sergeants.  The  noble  Loid  said,  that 
the  bdiaol  was  governed  by  ihi  cade  ;  h6 
Bsmred  their  Lordsbtpa  that  It  would  be 
Ote  otgtct,  tft  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Board 
of  Adnriraltr,  tt>  take  care  that  do  such 
means  shouM  be  adefited  tQ  prewfte  dii- 
d^oe,  and  that  tber^  ritould  be  no 
ptibMiAent  br  a  naval  officer  without 
tite  sBDctfarti  of  the  gDnrattr.  His  opin- 
ioB  vVaS(  that  thete  was  ne  grdund  for  the 
ipquiriri  *«<1  ^to'  ■hfei'  Lonlship*  Should 
Imtc  it  to  the  Board  ef  Admiralty,  oh 
their  own  responsibility i  to  carry  out  the 
benefits  and  adranti^es  of  the  t^md,  which 
they  were  as  ansiouS  to  do  as  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Priry  CoUnefl.  It  fras  the 
intention  of  the  Botrti  of  Admiralty  to 
lay  on  the  Table  of  the  Hduse,  with  the 
eatimates.  an  annual  report  of  the  state  of 
the  scboola.  The  noble  Earl  was  about  to 
more  the  previous  quesiioo,  but,  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  Duke  of  Wellingtop, 
raove<L    "  that  the  House  do  now  ad- 

The  Mai^uete  of  Lansdonme  remarlc^ 
tfau  the  nttfention  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Privy  Council  had  heen  called  to  those 
achoott  bf  the  Board  of  Admiralty  itself, 
on  the  representation  of  the  Oorernor  of 
Greenwich  Hospital.  The  Board  of  Ad- 
IfllHdty  ttiU  AWare  df  Its  liicompctency 
to  inreati^te  into  the  abnees  of  these 
flcfaottls,  wHirii  hid  bcvn  tftrrftd  t»  an 
Muittlllg  extent ;  and  it  tVai  boncelved  hy 
the  Bond  of  AdnsinltT  tbat  the  Cnnmittn 
oftlw  Privy  Cmitcll  Md  thb  tneaoS  of  fn. 
MtUlin|  tut  iinl|tle  inquify  tbtq  thtese  abuses. 
The  request  tlins  made  on  HiMn  was  Im- 
Mcdtntdy  tRcedHed  W  by  tRk  Pr{Vv  CiJtiilcil 
'-:-UlItl^S6t9lr#as  Dominated  1  that  it  was 
feh  that  inspeetcrs  well  kcqutlnted  with 
the^itfM  «f  eriockttbn  were  itioht  es- 
Wmit  M  tke  fe^ccess  of  puUic  education, 
am  emcnliy  id  lannectioa  with  such 
fliBMlHtteitti,  MrtinHaHy  ^hen  It  Was 
)^ti)re<l  tb^re  saould  be  a  ee&rc)iing  in 
auiif  htto  abiMes.     Mbcfa  gobi  wu  thu_ 

mat,  ittd  hti  tUd  not  kiMtt  ^by  it  mu 


now  objected  to,  unless  it  was  that  his 
Qiihle  Frietid  was  animated  with  that  de- 
purtmeatal  spirit  which  fredUeDtlf  itre- 
*led  in  pithlic  of6ce<;,  wllicb  lurked  at  dll 
times  in  every  department  which  sbotvea 
itself  whenever  one  deparlment  was  con- 
sidered as  eocroachlbg  upon  the  {trpVinoe 
of  another;  and  brdilgtit  tb  the  aid  M 
individual  id  the  debartthebL  troiii 
the  inihisteHat  head,  tb  tl)e  very  lowest 
fuDctioUDry  in  the  Ut&bllslinlebt.  fhis 
was  a  spirit  that  freqU^btl^ .  jtr^rulledi 
but  which  was  Very  Unjustifiable,  abd 
from  whicfc  iriiicb  inconvenience^  itea 
often  arisen.  Th^  liiatertiil  poitat,  in  hlS 
estimation,  tVas  that  of  inspeclibii ;  it  was 
the  thing  essential ;  for  they  did  nothiiw 
for  education  in  Establishing  a  school, 
unless  they  pmvMed  an  adequate  system 
of  inspection.  If  thet-e  was  any  Wie 
thing  connected  with  education  wnich 
was  more  important  than  another,  It  wm 
that  which  ne  had  had  the  lionbUr  lo 
inculbate  upon  their  Lordships  iomi 
jleairs  ago,  hut  which  was  now  e^faetally 
admitt^,  that  you  did  no  good  t^  es- 
tablishing schools,  bnless,  at  the  sitb^ 
titne,  you  provided  an  adequate  s^tein  of 
inspection.  And  this  appli^  with  rtill 
greater  force  to  great  fouodatiobs  atwupd- 
»lth,  and  consequently  presenting 
kemplationa  tb  abitse.  No  one 
^.^.^  .lai  Ihe  stateraeots  of  Admli^l 
FleminK,  the  goremof  of  the  Board  of 
Admiralty,  and  of  the  Privy  Council,  after 
they  had  sent  their  inspectors  to  Vtsil  the 
schools,  without  being  conrtiiced  t^at  Id 
breenwich  Hospital,  however  splendid 
was  the  exterior  of  the  structure,  ^buS^ 
had  been  bcrpetufited  for  a  number  of 
years,  whicn  it  was  most  desirable  lo  cor- 
rect. It  appeared  that  in  the  eirls'  school 
the  evil  had  arisen  to  such  a  neiglil,  npl 
only  in  the  abeebce  of  ediichtion  bul  in 
positive  depravity  and  con taniinatidit,  that 
no  other  means  of  reform  colild  be  fouhd 
than  that  of  dissolving  iKi  school  And 
sending  the  girls  home  tb  t^eir  parents 
efi'ectually  contaminated  and  vitiated  in 
their  habits,  and  that  undet-  the  colour  Una 
guise  of  this  maeniScetit  establishment. 
What  was  propo«ed  by  the  present  and  ihi 
former  committee  of  the  t^l'ivy  Coiincll 
was  not  to  take  the  eslaUishment  IVotd 
tinder  the  control  of  the  Adlbiraltv— not 
to  provide  fOt  any  interferebce  in  the  d^ 
tat^  of  education,  but  to  establish  k  syitein 
of  ibspection  jndcpeodetat  of  the  Admiralty, 
the  intpecton  reporting  tO  the  I'rlvB 
Coftiidr,  and  through  UieU  lo  Uie  fioa>d  itr 
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Adminltr,  and  eubject  to  the  ultimate 
coatrol  of  Pu-liameDt.  He  bad  do  doubt 
tbat  the  ooUe  Lord  would  eater  with  seal 
upon  the  ayatem  of  inspectiuD  wbich  be 
was  wtlliiig  to  eatablish ;  but  it  should  be 
recollectea  tbat  such  inepectioo  bad  al- 
ready taken  place  under  men  of  very  great 
ability  aod  mduiitry,  and  yet  had  fuled, 
from  the  uufitaeaa  of  the  binrd  properly 
to  look  into  the  question  nf  education  ia 
detail ;  and  the  reports  npno  the  present 
state  (^  the  establishment  were  to  the  ef- 
fect that  this,  which  ought  to  be  at  ihe 
head  of  all  such  establishments  in  the 
country,  wns  placed  rery  much  in  the  rear 
of  them  ;  and  instead  of  being  a  national 
honour  was  a  national  disgrace.  The  no- 
ble Lord  lately  at  the  head  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, who  held  as  much  by  naral  priri- 
leges  and  naval  habits  as  any  man,  had 
stated  bis  concurrence  in  the  propriety  of 
a  system  of  vieitiug  inspectors.  And  here 
he  might  observe,  that  the  inspectors  em- 

Iiloyed  by  tlie  Privy  Council  were  pecu- 
iarly  qualified  tor  the  duty,  because  they 
were  men  of  experience;  they  were  eo- 
gaged  in  the  practice  of  iuspecdng  great 
puUic  schools,  and  were  capable  of  judg- 
ing of  their  oomparative  merits.  Hii  no- 
Ue  Friend  opposite  said  he  saw  no  objec 
tioo  to  inspecbNTS  coming  to  the  schools, 
provided  they  reported  excluurely  to  the 
Admiralty.  There  might  be  a  conveni- 
enoe  in  that,  but  it  would  be  less  satisfiuN 
tofT  to  the  public.  The  Privy  Council 
had  repeatedly  declined  to  inspect  schools 
of  great  magnitude  connectea  with  the 
church  and  others,  unless  the  iospectors 
reported  directly  to  them — liable,  of  course, 
to  be  communicated  to  the  parties  concern- 
ed. He  should  not  eater  lurther  into  any 
details  connected  with  the  subject,  except 
to  observe  that  it  would  be  bund  essential 
to  the  pro«perity  of  any  school  that  the 
maatera  should  he  entrusted  with  the  ex- 
dnsire  maaigement  and  protection  of  the 
boys  at  all  times  both  in  and  out  of  school 
houn.  The  attempt  to  establish  a  co-or- 
£nate  utbority,  t>y  the  appointment  of 
ieijeantB  and  mates,  had  had  the  natural 
efiect  of  discouraging,  and  he  believed  that 
in  some  instances  that  discouragement 
was  felt  in  its  greatest  extent  at  the  pre- 
sent moinenL  whether  his  noUe  Friend 
Iwnerered  in  his  motion  or  not,  he  was 
glad  he  had  called  the  attention  of  their 
Lordships  to  it,  becuise  he  thought  it  one 
{leculiafly  deserving  of  consideration. 

Lord  Cokhater  said,  that  instead  of 
tiia  lehool  being  t  national  diignce,  u 


stated  by  the  noble  MarqueiG,  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Tremenhere  himself,  which  the 
noble  Lord  (Duncannon)  had  read,  gave  a 
different  impression.  The  letter  of  the 
governor  to  wbich  the  resolution  of  the 
noble  Lord  referred,  in  wbich  be  stated 
thni  half  the  boys  could  not  read,  applied 
only  to  the  lower  school.  The  letter  of 
Admiral  Fleming,  which  bad  been  read 
at  their  Lordships'  Table  by  the  noble  Vis- 
count, distinctly  slsted  that  it  was  to  the 
lower  school  only  that  the  accounla  of  the 
defective  state  of  discipline  prevailingly 
applied.  The  report  of  Mr.  Tremenhere 
stated,  that  the  boys  attending  the  upper 
school  were  in  a  considerably  advanced 
state.  The  Grtt  ctau,  which  was  said  to 
be  in  the  most  backward  conditioo,  con- 
tained only  one  hundred  boys  ont  of  400. 
Althongb  it  was  true  that  considerable 
irregularity  had  resulted  from  the  nearness 
of  the  girls'  school  to  that  of  the  boys, 
Mr.  Tremenhere  had  not  recommended 
that  the  farmer  should  be  di  scon  tin  nod, 
but  that  it  should  be  removed  to  a  greater 
distance  from  the  latter.  He  kuew  that 
many  men  who  bad  been  sent  ont  by  this 
establishment  had  done  themselves  great 
credit,  and  he  had  heard  of  instances  in 
which  officers  had  manifested  great  anxietr 
to  get  their  children  admitted  to  the  school. 
Many  of  those  educated  there  who  had 
gone  into  the  merchant  service  had  risen 
to  be  mates  and  masters  of  vessels> 

The  question  was  then  put  on  tha 
amendment,  and  wliich  passing  in  the 
affirmative,  their  Lordships  adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    C0MMUN8, 
Thitrtdai/.ApTil  14,  1M2. 
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y  viir  Expect  DulT  oa  Coili. — Pmn  Nnrf, 
Scab  of  DiiUa  ft>  EtT^a  i^  SUu,  Bd  Ibr 
a  of  Ibi  Duty  on  Sufc. 

SuDBUKT  Election,]  Ut.  Reding- 
ton  brought  up  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  Sudhury  election,  u  rolloni : — 

'■  That  Fredenck  VMliert  and  Dtvid  Oeler- 
lon;  Djpce  Sombre,  etquiret,  were  not  duly 
elected  Burgeues  to  terve  Id  this  preMot  Par- 
liament for  the  Borough  of  Sudbury : 

"  That  the  last  Electioo  for  the  Borough  of 
Sodbary  wai  a  roid  Election  ; 

"  And  the  said  Determiaationg  were  ordered 
to  be  eaUred  ia  tlie  Joamali  of  this  House. 

"  Ilotiaa  further  inlbrined, — That  the  Com- 
mittee had  agreed  to  the  following  Reto- 
lutiont ; 

"Rewhad,— That  Frederick  Villien  and 
David  Oelerlony  Dycfl  Sombre,  eiqairei,  were, 
^  their  BgeDts,  guilty  of  Bribery  at  Ibe  la«t 
BeetioD  for  the  Baroogli  of  Sudbury ; 

*■  Reiolved,— That  the  Commitlee 
opinioD,  from  the  Evidence  given  before  them, 
that  Kron,  lyitematic,  and  esiensive  Bribery 
prevailed  at  the  laat  Election  for  Ibe  Boiougb 
of  Sudbury;  and  they  alio  coiuider  it  their 
dnty  lo  expraia  to  the  House  their  unanimoiu 
opinion  (l»t  the  Borough  of  Svdbuir  should 
be  diifiwiohised,  and  that  a  new  Writ  onght 
aot  to  be  iuned  for  the  laid  Borough. " 

Report  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

Hr.  Redixgtoii  then  moved,  and  on  hii 
motion  it  waa  ordered, 

"  That  the  Mioates  of  (be  Proceedings  of 
the  Commiltee,  and  of  the  Evidence  laken  be- 
fore the  Committee,  be  laid  befeie  thii  House, 
and  ibBt  Hr.  Speaker  do  notittue  hii  Warrant 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Croivti,  to  make  out  a  New 
Writ  for  ihe  electing  of  a  Burgess  (o  serve  in 
Ibis  present  Parliiment  for  the  Borough  of 
Sudbury,  before  Saturday  the  7lh  day  of 
Hay  next " 

Mr.  M.  Blake  ]  Mr.  M.  J.  O'Cbn- 
»eU  said,  he  was  requeiled  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  couniy  of  Mayo  (Mr.  M. 
Blake)  who  was  at  present  in  custody  of 
the  Sergeanl-at-Arnis,  for  nol  having;  at* 
tended  when  called  upon  >o  be  sworn  as  a 
member  of  the  Cardigan  eleciiun  commit- 
tee, to  state  that  the  hon.  Member  hid 
been  in  [retand  for  more  than  a  month, 
but  bearing  that  his  presence  was  likely 
to  be  required  in  ihe  House,  he  left  Dublin 
ou  Monday  night,  but  uiilonunaiely  the 
steam  Tessel  on  board  of  which  he  was 
embarked,  did    not  arrive  in   Liverpool 
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until  B  Quarter  of  >d  hour  after  the  d^ 
parture  of  the  mail  train  on  Taeoday.  He 
therefore  did  not  arrive  in  London  until 
yesterday  evening,  Mr.  Blake  was  a 
young  Member,  and  be  trusted  that  the 
House,  taking  all  the  circunalancea  of  the 
case  into  consideration,  would  consent  to 
the  discharge  of  his  hon.  Friend,  upon 
payment  of  the  fees.  He  concluded  by 
moving  that  Mark  Blake,  Esq.  be  dis- 
charged out  of  the  custody  of  the  Ser- 
ge an  t-at- Arms  on  paying  his  fees. 

Lord  G.  Soiaeriet  said,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  its  having  been  necessary  to 
send  a  messenger  to  Ireland,  Mr.  Blake's 
fees,  upon  thia  occasion,  would  amount  to 
about  -251.  or  30/.  I^is  might  be  con 
sidered  a  aufficient  punishment  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  his  inattention,  but  if  the  fees 
had  been  merely  a  nominal  sum,  he  should 
not  have  been  inclined  to  accede  to  the 
motion.  He  tluiught  that  some  regulation 
should  be  adopted  for  compelling  Mem- 
bers, who  in  future  might  absent  them* 
selves  when  called  upon  lo  serve  on  etec- 
tinn  committees,  to  defray  Ihe  expense 
which  the  pai  lies  lo  sach  petitions  might 
incur  in  coDaequence  of  their  absence. 

Sir  Q.  Oreif  concurred  in  the  iiiggealioa 
thrown  out  by  the  noble  Lord.  The  syi* 
tem  of  payment  of  fees  operated  uneaually. 
In  the  present  caae  Mr.  Blake  would  have 
lo  pay  301^  because  he  happened  to  live 
in  Carlow.  If  he  had  lived  near  the 
House  he  would  have  had  to  pay  only  the 
ordinary  fees,  which  were  incontidertblft 
in  amount. 

Motion  agreed  to.     Mi.  Blake  ordered 

be  discharged. 

Right  of  PsirnoNiNa.n  Lord  F.  Eger- 
1  roee  to  submit  the  reaolutiooi  of  which 
he  had  given  nodce,  respecting  receiving 
petitions.  After  the  repeated  diacusaions 
which  the  question  had  undergone,  he 
would  not  detain  the  House  by  many  ob- 
servations. The  object  of  hie  resolutions 
was  twofold,  namely,  to  open  the  door«  of 
the  House  to  petitions  against  taxes  pro- 
posed for  the  service  of  the  year,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  to  prevent  that  concession 
from  giving  rise  to  any  undue  interference 
with  the  conduct  of  that  public  businesa 
which  was  the  main  duty  the  House  had 
to  perform.  The  first  five  of  his  t«aolu- 
tions  were  of  a  formal  nature,  merely  re- 
citing  the  present  practice  of  the  Houae 
with  respect  to  the  preaentation  and  recep- 
tion <rf  petitiooa.    The  sixth  was  framed 
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petitipp  beinj  r«frrre4  tP  the  opniiHitt^  oi 
public  (Mtilipu,  luch  Member  may  gi«v  no 
liee  that  he  will  make  ■  motiao  od'bimd«  sub 
sequent  day,  "Thai  the  petitioti  t>e  printec 
with  |he  Tqtes.' 

"  i.  Th«t,  ID  ihP  M>B  flf  »  pitit(fl«  po(p. 
plaining  of  some  pretent  ptmapal  griauanoe 
for  which  there  may  be  an  urgent  neceisitj'  foi 
providipg  aq  immediate  lenady,  thfl  inattei 
contained  in  such  petition  inay  be  tiroughi 
into  discuision  on  the  presentalipn  thereof. 

"  6,  That,  subject  t6  itie  abo»e  regulation*, 
pelitioni  againat  bb>  resalulion  or  bill  im- 
poting  dutiei  fQF  Iha  cu'Knt  aatvice  of  iN 
year,  ba  banceforth  cecaiied,  nai  the  HMga 
under  which  th«  House  ha<  retiued  to  #nler- 
I'ain  tuoh  petitions  he  discontinued, 

"  7.  Thftt  ihe  laid  r«uluiiom  b«  made 
ttandiag  ofders  o(  this  Hquk-" 


fiv  the  piirnoea  of  meeting  tlie  wvs  of  the 
b4P-  MemW  fo'  FiqiDury,  apd  those 
ylijch  he  himself  edtertaina^,  f?e  did 
pot  )tnticipat«  any  oppaaition  (o  the  reso- 
li)ti<uiB  which  he  haa  framed,  apd  which, 
hayiBg  been  printed  with  the  rQtea,ha4 
4«t(htTp8*  alivady  undergone  the  coosidera- 
tion  of  hon.  Mepbere.  It  bui  beep  sug- 
gfoted  on  a  former  evening,  that  he  had 
uqneceisarily  ptit  himself  forward  with  re- 
feivnce  to  thiq  question,  as  if  he  were  de- 
sirous of  sharing  the  honour,  whatever  it 
might  be,  which  properly  belonged  to  his 
hon,  Friend,  the  Member  for  Fiqsbury,  for 
hjn  esprtions  to  obtain  from  the  House  an 
adipission  of  the  right  of  the  people  to  peti- 
tion against  the  Incam&rtaj.  Hp  could  as- 
sure the  House  and  his  hon.  Friend  that 
he  had  not  the  most  remote  intention  pf 
^olng  anything  of  the  son,  and  that  he 
freely  made  over  to  his  hon.  Fripnd  all  the 
honour  which  was  due  to  hiqi.  In  the 
Gflun^  which  he  had  pursued,  he  had  been 
influenced  solely  hy  a  sense  of  respect  for 
that  House.  He  found  the  question  in 
state  which  was  likely  to  esasperata  the 
fbeliiigs  of  Members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House,  and  hp  thought  It  one  of  those  oc- 
caaions,  perhaps  rare,  when  an  fndiTldHal 
possesatifi  of  no  personal  influence  and  au- 
thwity,  might,  by  hringing  forward  a  pro- 
positlfli}  which  had  nptbing  to  reeommend 
It  hut  Ite  own  merit,  render  a  subatantial 
aerriee  to  the  House.  I'he  noble  Lord 
coBcluded  by  moving  the  following  wsolu- 
tlonai— 

"  1    That  every  Uember  oSISTing  to  present 

a  petition  to  the  House,  not  being  a  petition 

hi  a  pii*aU  bill,  or  relating  laa  Brirate  bill 

before  the  House,  do  confine  bipaelt  (0  a  gtat^ 

ment  of  the  parties  from  whom  it  comes,  of 

the  T)fiq)h«r  of  ^i^aturea  attached  to  it,  ai)4  of 

^e  patenal  allegations  contained  In  it,  and  to 

the  reading  of  the  prayer  pf  such  petition. 

"  t.  That  every  iuoh  petition  not  Gontaiuing 

ireach   of  the   privilege)   of   this 

Vihiob,  Bccocding  |o  the  rules  or 

e  pf  tl)is  Hqu^e  pan  be  receivBd, 

f  Ibe  Table  by  the  direction  oC  i^S 

»  shall  npl  tllsw  any  debate,  or 

:  to  speak  upon,  or  ip  relation  to, 

I,  but  it  may  be  read  by  the  clerk 

tf  required.' 

..   if  the  pelitisn  relate  to  any  sub- 

JMt  ii)  respect  of  which  there  is  any  proceed. 
ug  faafore  the  House,  or  any  notice  given,  it 
tii  ndtini  to  ^^^  ooinrnitieepn  publio  peii- 
\^l>p^  yitjippt  ^qupitioil  being  put- 

'■  ^,  That  ifthequeatiop  relate  to  aqy  mate 
ler  ociubject  which  the  Member  presenting  it 
■    ■  "       -'-'-'-   .the  House,  and  if 

o  bp  bis  iptention 


The  qu^tion  was  p»t  OP  tfie  firs^  naa- 
lutinp. 

Mr.  Wallace  protested  againat  taaikiag 
the  rwolution  whiidi  prohibited  disGusaiuns 
upon  petition^  and  which  could  be  en- 
forced only  during  tbe  present  Session,  4 
standing  prder.  He  hellered  the  pid  pntc- 
tjce  pf  deiiatipg  upon  pptittops  w^  fooat 
advanifigeous,  apd  hoped  it  ffpiild  h^  f^gu^ 
jtmrieA  t»  The  lopg  dehatap  «hjf:h  vesn 
naw  aa  much  oompUiqed  of  werti  in  Mma 
degree  the  msuU  of  the  abolition  of  th» 
practice  of  discussiujjt  petitions,  for  tha«s 
Membp^  who  u^  to  speak  on  netttioos 
now  spoke  !n  debate.  It  was  well  known 
that,  at  present,  the  grp4tgHi^iPWVwpiit 
pff  upiil  t^  fl'sjoflt,  WW  tbt)  prefimis 
hours  were  occupied  \ff  thn  ffliPOr  fiOfit*, 
He  wopld  divide  t||e  House  upqp  th^  fijst 
resolution. 

Mf<  T.  Jjuacfmie  stiid,  tlutt  oMhisg 
bad  Mlaa  (nm  him  which  pould  iadicats 
the  slightest  jealousy,  on  his  part,  at  the 
interference  of  his  ncdile  Friend.  On  the 
^ntmryi  he  felt  indebted  to  his  nobl^ 
Friend,  £rst  for  the  vote  which  be  h^ 
given  upon  a  former  day  in  support  of 
his  ipotiop,  and  secondly,  for  haring  win 
broqght  the  subject  under  the  coosioera- 
t|qn  qjf'  the  Hauee,  With  respect,  how- 
ever, to  the  fesolutioDS  proposed  by  his 
noble  Friend,  be  must  say,  that  he  did  opt 
altogether  apprpve  of  the  manner  in  whidi 
they  had  been  brought  fi>rwRrd,  or  the 
terms  in  which  they  were  couched.  The 
concession  which  had  been  wrested  (nat 
Ministers  might  have  been  made  in  a  more 
gracious  manner,  in  as  much  as  he  had 
never  proposed,  that  petitions  agiin^t  tbt 
Income-tax  should  be  treated  in  a  manner 
different  from  other  petitiona.    Wbit  v» 
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tlis  uu  of  propowDg  a  strips  of  RsollittoiiB 
■bowing  wbat  baa  beeii  toe  pwtica  a1- 
tw4f  wlopted  bf  a  lu^fi  m^ority  during 
the  prewflt  Sesfiioi),  when  tlie  ^u^tion  of 
having  discussions  upon  petitiopa  wpa 
ni«aa  by  the  ban.  Membei  for  GreenocV? 
He  waa  ope  of  tbe  minority  wbg  voted 
with  the  hpn.  Meinber  tipau  that  question, 
The  existing  resolution  was  tantamgiint 
to  a  standing  order.  He  now  came  to 
the  sixth  resolution,  which  embodied  the 
lesolution  which  he  bad  himifir  prpppsed 
the  other  eveniag.  Tbe  sixth  resolution 
of  Iii(  noble  ^''Tieod  ran  thuai— 

"  nut,  nibject  to  lbs  above  regulalioai,  per 
titioni  Hgainsi  any  leaolutioa  o'  t>iU  inpoiiqg 
dpliei  for  tbe  current  se^rice  of  the  year  be 
bfDceforth  received,  and  tbe  ua^ge  under  wb'cb 
tbe  liouae  hai  refused  la  entertain  )uch  peti- 
tions be  dlSGOD tinned." 

What  was  (bs  use  of  the  wordi  *<  subi 
Jeottothe  above  regulations?"  He  obn 
jwted  also  ta  the  phrase  "  for  the  current 
■ertica  of  the  year,"  which  was  quite  unr 
neeesiiry,  and  would  only  qarrow  tfao  con* 
OieaioB  ft  onee  pBaposed  to  majie.  After 
all  ha  must  admit,  that  thi«  WM  pQt  mgci) 
rf  a  feathaT'hed  for  the  right  hWi  Baronet, 
pa  tha  eontrary,  it  I«t  him  down  har4  wd 
keavily  upon  the  bar?  ground-  Qo  a  ^of- 
nwr  areamg,  he  bad  voted  with  his  hoD. 
Friend  the  Mamb»r  for  Greenocl,  and  if 
fcU  hoB.  Friend  went  tp  «  divisiQni  h« 

ibpoM  cfrb^fliy  Tflte  with  bm  ■miQi 

lit.^fgtmbytaid,  th«  msolifiipn  VPW 
IWppoaMl  wee  a  jof^  (ragtcript  (lf  ihll 
malvtipii  agreed  tP  at  the  iMginning  af 
tba  Skwion.  H«  wished  14  VaQW  whether 
a  rnidlttKil  QQUld  be  BMt  Qi)  their  TKQrdi 
t)>«t  w«|  the  nme  in  iut»tanee  ai  oqe  tha( 
alraady  Mood  there  t  Ths  diitjnctign  tie- 
twaen  «  reaoliitinn  and  a  standing  order 
ha  UDdentood  to  be  this—  the  one  waf  the 
i«w  of  tbe  Seisioo,  and  |he  9thqr  wri  the 
law  of  Parliament.  Wp  ji  ijompetent  for 
hiiBt  OF  for  any  other  b9l.  Memhw.  \o 
mfin  ihM  « rewlutioo  liiniliiT  inti)hMt)i)<;e 
to  the  pres4nt  bq  r^cindFd  t  [T|ie  Spttiier  i 
Certainly  not-]  U  m'ght  bf  convenient 
for  the  House  to  treat  the  petitions  of  the 
pflOfde  in  the  way  it  did.  t>nt  ha  cflifld  Rpt 
se«  th«  np«eiBity  pf  sgch  A  <l»gs,  nor 
QWh)  the  KRpla  oat  q{  Aoon  i^e  iha 
Moeieiiy  of  the  osaga.  However  low  the 
■bililiei  of  bon.  Members  might  b?t  they 
were  itqt  to  that  House  to  speak  for  thfir 
cODitituenti,  spd  felt  it  (hair  duty  tq  dp 
ao.  Nat  bqiog  allowed  to  speak  on  ihe 
pfCHDtatiiH)  «rpetilioas,they  spoke  during 


the  prippipal  debate,  which  (hpy  w<)t|Id 
not  otherwise  do.  The  right  hon.  Sarpn^t 
h^d  already  tauq(ed  the  Houae  twice  frith 
there  beiHg  qniy  for^  four  ATemb^n  in 
the  House  whil?  the  debate  was  gpipg  on, 
and  from  that  thin  attendance  Ihe  right 
hon.  Baronet  inferred  that  not  mqch  ip- 
lerest  wqs  felt  ro  the  subject  of  the  d^fo. 
The  inference  w^s  not  correct,  however; 
the  fact  waa.  that  hpn.  Memberi  absepted 

theimtelves  till  the  more  aerioua  pait  pf 
the  debate  tamipeoced.  He  AUnbut^d 
this  ipcqpvenienee  chiefly  10  tha  discOD' 
tinuaqce  of  the  old  prectjca  of  df hjiiiqg  q^ 
petitions.  If  petitions  werti  allowed  tP  h? 
presented  at  anpthef  part  of  iha  deiy,  they 
would  find  ihat  thos^  M^mbanwbQRpdiE^ 

at  a  particular  per iqd  of  the  eveqjng  wQi)|d 

then  eipresa  their  opinion*  op  th^  dJKUi 
aion  of  tha  petitiops,  and  i^av;  ihn  eveping 
to  tbf  grpat  aulhQfjties  gf  the  Honw-  He 
fgr  one  wogid  never  ponsent  tp  bam  thji 
Ki.f.luliop  cony? ried  into  a  *tHlding  ordef. 
«.  fpsZ  «i<l.    af^r  he  had  fsirl, 


avowed  t|iat  bjs  npioiop  had  b^eopver- 
led,  what  occasion  could  he  have  fpr  a 
feather-bed  ?  He  did  not  feel  at  all  pneiisy 
^boHt  his  fall-  He  felt  it  of  |it||e  impoFtr 
qpce  bpw  the  reiolDtions  were  wprdedi^od 
he  could  assure  the  House  he  }jM  I)PI 
lugg^ted  on;  single  modiGc«lJQp  wj(b  a 
vif w  tp  brea|c  hia  fall,  He  pguld  not  ^gfpf 
with  the  hgp.  Geptlpm^p  p  tp  (h^  diudr 
vantages  ittepding  the  prpctice  which  psw 
prevailed.  He  thopght  tha^  tb?  rule  whisb 
fonfintd  Qeptleip^n,  who  did  ROf  QfiPPpy 

9  prominent  poiiiiFBist^iipB,  to  4ebp|jnK 

PB  p^litiqns,  placed  them  ja  t  njg^h  weii 
position  than  they  were  at  preisnt,  whpp 
thsy  tnok  PWt  io  the  geperaf  debalei,  Xhf 
hon,  Geptlpiiian  complained  (bat  tbe  interr 
^tins  speeches  did  not  qpniinencp  till  f 
atQ  hour  io  the  evening,  In  thftt  re^peijt 
H  eopld  not  fgrpe  with  the  hp>)>  Qentler 
ntftn.  He  had^gal  there,  during  tK  hl/t 
dfibats,  frpm  the  beginning  pf  the  ?vqpinj, 
Apd  be  IPHlit  (ay,  some  of  thS  t>10»t  tntprT 
eiting  sppeehes  which  h^d  beep  mede 
during  that  debate  hftd  bepn  mm9  in  thj)f 
part  of  the  evening.    He  had  heRwl,  fpr 

|nstani:e,  the  speech  pf  thp  hop-  MeipbpT 
for  Irfcds— a  speech  which  dlBpl^ye^g^Bt 
ability,  and  vontaiped  ppwsrful  BrfPfpooH 

pgaiptt  hi#  proponjiioR.  He  had  ^l* 
heard  tbe  gallant  Commodore  pppwiw  (Sir 

Cb»rle»  Napier)  rpake  an  eneellRpt  ipeecji, 
and  be  bad  ^j.  the  Um»  9]>^rifii  ^  thpte 
who  were  aiiting  near  bin,  (bat  he  b^ 
seldom  heard  a  iHtter  fpeech  op  lbs  ^ffyr 
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ject.  01  betrd  an  hon.  Gentlamtn  state  hit 
opinions  more  fairly ;  and  he  would  be 
glad  to  hear  the  hon.  and  gallant  Com- 
modore more  frequently  on  ■ubjecis  of 
that  kind.  Then  tbere  wbb,  od  hii  own 
aide  of  the  House,  the  apeech  of  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Liverpool,  one  of 
the  ablest  ipeeches  delivered  during  the 
debate.  If  the  hon.  Geatleman  would 
only  make  the  experiment  of  coming  down 
tbere  at  an  early  hour  of  the  evening,  he 
could  auure  him  that  he  would  hear  some 
excellent  speeches.  [Mr.  Aglionby  was 
scarcely  absent  &  single  evening.!  He 
thought  the  hon.  Gentleman  couTd  not 
have  beard  the  speeches  in  question,  when 
he  spoke  of  the  debates  being  without 
interest  in  the  early  part  of  the  evening. 
Inconvenient,  however,  as  the  practice  of 
adjourament  was,  a   return   to  the  old 

Eractice  of  debating  on  petitions  would 
s  still  more  inconvenient.  If  the  morn- 
ing was  again  set  apart  for  the  reception 
of  petitions,  and  boa.  Members  were  al- 
lowed to  speak  on  them,  the  spirit  of  the 
debate  would  eraporate  in  the  morning. 
The  words  of  the  resolution,  "for  the 
current  sarvice  of  the  year,"  was  perfectly 
in  accordance  with  the  present  practice  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  Wi^ley  said,  that  if  the  present 
resolutiona  were  adopted,  the  popular 
party  would  loae  a  very  valuable  privilege, 
and,  under  (ha  circumstances,  he  did  not 
see  why  any  compromise  should  take  place. 
If  the  present  resolutions  were  adopted 
and  converted  into  a  standing  order,  they 
would  be  in  a  far  worse  position  than  they 
were  at  present  with  regard  to  peiitions. 
His  hon.  Colleague,  afler  his  motion  was 
lost  on  the  first  night,  brought  up  a  peti- 
tion contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  House, 
but  if  these  resolutions  were  passed,  and 
made  a  standing  oidar,  that  could  not  be 
done  anymore.  No  discussion  could  take 
place,  because  the  words  of  the  second 
resolution  were,  that  "  No  Member  should 
be  allowed  to  speak  upon,  or  in  relation 
to,  such  petition,"  and,  therefore,  no  inci- 
dental matter  could  bediscussed  or  noticed, 
because  tha  Speaker  would  desire  the 
Member  to  take  his  seat,  and  he  would 
be  obliged  to  do  so.  He  would,  therefore, 
ask  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  who  frankly 
owned  that  he  had  not  changed  his  opinion, 
but  was  over-ruled,  to  consent  to  the  mo- 
lion  of  his  hon.  Colleague,  and  that  would 
be  the  frank  and  honest  mode  of  action, 
and  would  give  satisfaction  to  all. 
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Lord  J.  RiouU  agreed  with  his  hon. 
Friend  who  had  first  brought  this  business 
before  the  House,  that  the  first  resoluUoa 
which  his  hon.  Frieud  had  suggested  woold 
be  the  best  to  adopt,  and  that  it  would  bs 
quite  sufficient.  The  only  dlfierence  be- 
tween the  two  courses  was,  that  the  aeries 
of  leiolutions  proposed  bj  the  noble  Lord 
would  convert  into  standing  orders  the 
present  resolultons  of  the  House,  which 
the  Speaker  enforced  during  the  present 
Session,  and  which  were  binding  on  the 
present  Parliament.  But,  although  he 
thought  that  the  resolutions  might  be 
liable  to  some  objections,  he  did  not  think 
them  of  sufficient  importance  to  indtica 
him  to  ofier  any  opposition  to  the  noble 
Lord,  The  hon.  Member  for  Qreenock, 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Cockermoulh, 
were  for  renewing  the  old  practice  of 
speaking  on  petitions.  But  ha  did  not 
agree  with  them  in  that  particular,  and 
be  could  not  vote  against  an  innovation 
which  he  had  himself  been  instrumental 
in  establishing.  It  appeared  tu  bim  that 
a  return  to  the  former  usage  would  lead  to 
great  inconvenience.  Let  them  suppose  « 
case  with  respect  to  the  new  tatiS*.  Peti- 
tions against  the  tariff  could  be  received ; 
but  if  the  old  practice  were  enforced  they 
might  have  debates  upon  the  presenta- 
tion of  petitions  upon  any  matter  con- 
tained in  tha  tariff,  and  no  man  coold 
say  upon  what  point  the  debate  of  the 
evening  might  turn.  An  hon.  Member 
for  Wnrcester  might  bring  forward  the 
case  of  gloves— another  hon.  Member 
might  bring  forward  the  case  of  hoots  and 
shoes — another  hon.  Member  the  case  of 
copper  aod  tio  ores;  at  ihe  same  time, 
none  of  those  debates  could  come  to  any 
practical  end,  nor  could  anyone  say  at 
what  time  the  husiness  on  the  paper 
would  be  likely  to  commence.  Even  on 
the  day  which  the  right  hon.  GenFleman 
might  happen  to  fix  upon  for  the  consider- 
ation of  the  tariff,  it  would  be  imposaible 
to  say,  whether  the  debate  would  com- 
mence before  (en  or  eleven  o'clock.  In 
order  to  remedy  that  inconvenience,  the 
House  had  fixed  a  certain  hour  tt  which 
the  presentation  of  petitions  would  cease, 
and  the  business  of  the  evening  begin 
Well,  that  got  rid  of  one  inconvenience; 
that  of  occupying  the  time  of  the  House 
till  ten  or  eleven  o'clock  on  petitions.  Bet 
still  there  was  another  inconvenience.  So 
much  time  was  occupied  by  debates  on 
,  individual  petitions,  that,  many  MembeQi.., 
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fbnnd  they  could  not  get  their  peliliooi 
presented  nt  all.  He  could  not,  therefore, 
coDcur  nitb  those  hoD.  Members  who  were 
fbr  reviving  the  former  practice  of  the 
HoDse.  He  should  certainly  have  wished 
that  the  noble  Lord  had  contented  himself 
with  the  sanction  already  given  to  the  new 
rules  relative  to  the  presentation  of  peti- 
tions ;  but  as  ihe  noble  Lord  thought  that 
it  would  be  desirable  to  put  that  resolution 
in  a  more  formal  shape,  he  should  not 
oppose  the  course  taken  by  the  noble 
Lord ;  and  he  wai,  therefore,  ready  to 
support  the  noble  Lord,  and  vote  in  favour 
of  the  resolutions  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Janet  said,  ihnt  he  entirely  con- 
cnrred  with  the  noble  Lord.  If  tbey  were 
to  return  to  the  old  practice  of  debating 
Mtitions,  they  would  have  to  bid  farewell  to 
Sessionsof  five,  six, or  seven  months,  ihey 
would  have  to  sit  from  the  1st  of  January 
to  the  31st  of  December,  all  day  and  all 
night. 

Lord  F.  Egerton  said,  in  explanation, 
that  in  adding  the  words  "  for  the  current 
iervice  of  the  year,"  of  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Finsbury  had  complained,  it 
was  his  intention  to  meet  the  case,  which 
had  already  occupied  much  of  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House. 

Mr.  Roebuck  said,  that  it  was  clear  the 
addition  of  ihe  words  for  "the  current 
service  of  Ihe  year"  would  narrow  the  pro- 
posilioo  of  the  noble  Lord.  The  more 
large  the  proposal  the  greater  number  of 
petitions  it  included,  and  of  course  nar- 
rowing the  proposition  meant  bringing 
down  the  number  of  petitions.  There 
would  be  a  smaller  number  of  petitions 
l^esented  on  questions  affecting  the  reve- 
nue. The  tnoiioQ  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Finsbary  being  lost  by  one,  the  noble 
Lord  comes  forward  with  resolutions  noi 
confined  to  the  question,  whether  such 
peiilioDs  be  presented  or  not,  but  travel- 
ling bsck  to  a  resolution  oF  the  House 
affecting  all  petitions  whatever.  The 
noble  Lord  and  the  House  had  found 
that  petitions  must  be  presented,  but 
they  declare  that  it  is  inconvenient 
tbey  ihould  be  discussed.  The  noble 
Lord  came  forward  to  cover  the  re- 
treat of  bis  friends  with  a  string  of  reso- 
ioiioni,  granting  them  (the  Liberals)  the 
honour  of  their  victory,  but  depriving  them 
of  its  substance,  thus  reversing  for  Mi- 
nisters the  order  of  English  proceedings, 
by  which  it  was  usual  to  gain  the  victory 
and  lose  its  substance  :  and  foltowiog  the 
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course  of  foreigti  diplomacy  by  which  it 
was  usual  to  lose  the  victory  and  gain  the 
substance  thereof.  In  provmg  the  right  of 
presenting  petitions  to  the  House  at  pre- 
sent, he  believed  they  were  only  fighting 
for  shadows.  If  they  placed  the  right  hon. 
Gentlemao  in  a  minority  to-night,  ihey 
would  gain  nothing  by  it,  for  the  right  of 
pelitiuuing  had  become  a  farce,  or  had 
passed  away. 

Viscount  Howick  said,  if  the  right  of 
petitioning  had  become  a  farce,  it  was 
through  having  been  abused  by  speeches 
as  utterly  useless  as  that  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Bath.  The  resolutions 
virtually  included  every  petition  that  could 
be  offered ;  and  as  to  the  right  of  speelting 
on  their  presentation,  why,  if.  the  old 
practice  were  revived  in  that  respect,  the 
business  of  the  House  could  never  be  got 
through.  Nor  could  the  evil  be  obviated 
by  having,  as  was  sometimes  suggested, 
early  sittings;  for  that  only  led  to  a  greater 
evil — the  introduciion  of  a  great  many 
statements  utterly  without  foundation  into 
ihe  House,  when  no  one  was  present  to 
hear  and  contradict  them.  Petitions  now, 
by  the  rules  of  the  House,  received  every 
attention  that  could  be  of  practical  utility ; 
and  when  any  petition  was  presented  on 
which  it  was  wished  to  raise  a  discussion, 
a  most  easy  course  was  open  for  the  at- 
tainment of  that  object.  Any  change  in 
the  practice  could  only  (end  to  indis- 
criminate and  useless  speech  making, 
which  would  waste  the  public  time  as 
much  as  did  speeches  like  that  just  de- 
livered by  the  hon.  end  learned  Member. 

Mr.  C.  Wood  suggested  an  alteration, 
10  provide,  on  the  one  hand,  for  the  re- 
ception of  petitions  on  maiters  not  before 
the  House  {as  lo  which  he  thought  there 
was  a  little  ambiguity),  and,  on  the  other, 
for  the  rejection  of  petitions,  nor  irregular 
in  form,  but  on  matters  of  which  the 
House  positively  declined  to  lake  cogni- 
zance. 

Sir  0.  Clerk  conceived  the  proposed 
amendment  would  add  to  tlie  utility  of 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  O'Connell  said,  although  he  had 
a  strong  feeling  that  petitions  were  not 
done  entire  justice  to,  he  felt  as  strongly 
that  it  would  never  do  to  permit  a  revival 
of  the  old  practice  of  indiscriminate  de- 
baling  on  petitions  being  presented. 

Sir  T.  Wilde  was  at  a  loss  to  see  why 
the  House  need  be  involved  in  a  discus- 
sion of  this  nature,  when  they  could  get 
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rid  of  the  difficnity  by  rejecting  the  first 
five  TeRolntioni.  Thote  resolutiona  related 
to  the  queition  whether  petitiooB  ihould 
be  debated  or  not.  The  other  Tesolotions 
merely  related  lo  the  queation  whether 
certain  petttioDS  should  or  ihould 
received?  He  thooght  the  heat  courw 
would  be  to  declare  that  thote  petition! 
were  to  be  received  according  to  the 
of  the  HouK,  and  to  gire  up  the  fint  five 
reaolntiona  at  auperfluoiu.  It  was  well 
known  that  any  Member  who  thought 
proper  might  gWe  notice  of  hit  intention 
to  bring  any  particular  petition  under  the 
contidentioD  of  tbe  Houie ;  on  thoee  oc- 
casioas  there  wa>,  generally  apeaking,  i 
pretty  fail  attendance  of  Members  aC' 
qninied  with  the  subject,  and  this  was  i 
mode  of  dealing  with  petitions  which  ap- 
peared to  him  greatly  preferable  lo  the 
practice  of  suddenly  bringtBg  forward  pe- 
titiooa  at  a  moment  when  no  person  tx- 
ce[ri  the  Member  iK'Ssenting  them  knew 
aaythioK  of  the  matter. 

The  House  divided  on  the  first  resolu- 
tioB— A7e*268;  Noes 46:  MBJoriiy323. 
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List  <if  the  Ates. 
A'Conrt,  Capt. 
Actan,  CtA. 
Adare,  Vbct. 
AiDiworth,  P> 
Ami,J.P. 
Antrobu*,  E. 
ArbathDOtt,  hon.  H. 
Arkwrigfat,  O. 
Bagot,  hon,  W. 

BaiUM,  Col. 
BainJ,  W, 
Baldwin,  B. 
Baring,  hon.  W.  B. 
BaroBtd,  E.  O. 
BaiTioglon,  ViM(. 
Baskerville,  T.  B.  H. 
BcU.M. 
BarMfonl,  CapL 
Beresfbrd,  Miqor 
Bernard,  VI  set. 
BUckburae.  J.  I. 
BlitckitoDP,  W,  S. 
filakenioTe,  R. 
Bodkin,  W.  H. 
Boldero,  H.  G. 
Botfield,  B. 
Bnuniton,  T.  W. 
Bioadlej,  H. 
Brotherton,  J. 
Browne,  hon.  W. 
Bruce,  Lord  £. 
B«:k,L.W. 
BncUey,  E. 
BnUsr,  C.. 


Buller,  E. 
Bonbory,  T. 
Bnrrell,  Sir  G.  M. 
Burroughe*.  H.  N. 
Bufeiia,  W. 
Byng,  G. 
Campbell,  Sir  H. 
Campbell  A. 
Cartwrighu  W.  B, 
Cavendiib,  ho.  G.  H. 
Chabeo,  Visot. 
Chetwode,  Sir  J. 
CholmoDdelej,  hn.  II. 
Chute,  W.  L.  W. 
Clay,  Sir  W. 
CUytoD,  R.  R. 
ClemeoU,  Vlid. 
Clerk,  Sir  G. 
Clire,  hoa.  R.  H. 
Cochrane,  A. 
Cockbuni,rt.  hn.Sir  G. 
Colebcooke,  Sir  T.  £. 
Colrile,  C.  R. 
Conrtenay,  Viict. 
Cowper,  boD.  W,  F. 
Craig.  W.  G. 
Crippa,  W. 
Currie,  R. 
Dalrymple,  Capt. 
Darner,  hon.  Col. 
Db*db7,  hon.  W.  H. 
Denison,  E.  B. 
Dtckinaoo,  P.  H. 
Dodd,  G. 
I>on|lu,SirU. 


I>oag]aa,J.D.!i. 
Drammoad,  H.  H. 
Dugdale,  W.  S. 
Duncan,  G. 
Dundnt,  F. 
Dundas,  D. 
Dnodss,  hon.  J.  C. 
Du  Pre.C.G. 
Eait,  J.  B. 
Eaatbope,  Sir  J . 
Egerion,  W.  T. 
Egerton,  Sir  P. 
EgertoD,  Lord  F. 
Ellice,  It.  hon.  E. 
Eltice,  E. 
Eliot,  Lord 
Estcourt,  T.  G.  B. 
EvaoB,  W. 
FBroham,  E.  B. 
Fellowei,  E. 
Feilden,  W. 
Ferrand,  W.  B. 
Filner,  Sir  E. 
FKiroy,  Capt. 
Filiroy,  Lord  C. 
Fitiroy,  hon.  H. 
Fleming,  J.  W. 
FoUett,  Sir  W.  W. 
Forbes,  W. 
Forester,hon.C.C.W. 
Porster,  M. 
French,  F. 
Fuller,  A.  E. 
Gaskell,  J.  Milnes 
Oill,T. 

Glad9tone,rt.bn.W.G. 
Gordon,  Lord  F. 
Gore,  M. 
Gore,  W.  O. 
Gore,  W.  R.  O. 
Goring,  C. 

Goulbnm,  rl.  bon.  H. 
Oraban,  rt.  boo.  Sir  J. 
Granger,  T.  C. 
Greanall,  P. 
Greene,  T. 
Grey,  rl.  hon.  Sir  G, 
Grimiditcb,T. 
Grimlon,  Viact. 
Guest,  Sir  J. 
Hale,  R.  B. 
Hamilton,  C.  J.  B. 
Hamilton,  W.J. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C. 
HarcoutI,  G.  G. 
Hardingp,rt.  hn.Sir  H. 
Hardy,  J. 
Hation,  Capi,  V. 
Hawes,  B. 
Hay,  Sir  A.  L. 
Heathcoate,  Sit  W. 
Heniey,  J.  W. 
Hepburn,  Sir  T.  B. 
Hilt,  Lord  M. 
Bill,  Sir  R. 
Hinde,  J.H. 
Hodgaon,  R. 


Hogg,  J.  W. 
H<M*worth,  J. 
Bouldaworth,  T. 
HolmM,)toti.W.A'C 
Howard,  hon.  J.  K. 
Howard,  Lord 
Howard.  hoD.  B.O.C 
Howich,  Visct. 
Halt,  W. 
Irton.  S. 

Jackson,  J.  D. 
James,  W. 
James,  Sir  W.  C. 
Jermyn,  Earl 

JohUMM,  W,  O. 

Johnaton,  A. 
Jobnatooe,  8u  J. 
Johoitoae,  H. 
Jonei,  Capt. 
Kirk,  P. 

Knaichbnit.r.  b.  Sir  £. 
Knight,  H.  O. 
Laboncbare,  it.bD.  H. 
l^nblon,  H. 
Langiton,  J.H. 
Law,  hon.  C.  &. 
LegkO.  C. 
Leicester,  Earl  of 
Lemon,  Sir  C. 
Lincola,  Etrl  ol 
Lindny,  H.  H. 
Lneh,  J. 
Locklwft,W. 
Lowther,  hon.  Col. 
Lyall,  G. 

Lygon,  bon.  Geneial 
Macaalay,  n.hon.T.B. 
Mackentie,  T. 
Matkemie,  W.  F. 
U'OcMJn.F.  A. 
Maber,  V. 
Mahon,  Visct. 
Uanneis,  Loid  J. 
Manham,  Visct. 
Martin,  J. 
Maityn,  C.  C, 
Master,  T.W.  a 
Hasiemu,  J. 
Miles,  P.  W.  S. 
Milea,  W. 
Mitchell,  T.  A. 
MordaunI,  Sir  J. 
Morgan,  0. 
Morris,  D. 
Horiton,  GtMil 
Mnndy,  £.  H. 
Murray,  C.II.S. 
Napier,  SirC. 
Nedd,  J. 

Neeld,  J.  ; 

Neville,  R. 
Newry,  ViwI. 
Nichon,n.lMn.J.  i 

Norreyt,Lind 
O'Brien,  A.  6. 
O'Brien,  WS. 
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CM,W. 
Ow«B,8irJ. 
ISeke,C.  W. 
Paget,  Col. 

Pikington,  J.  S. 
Palmenton,  Viwt. 
PmI,  rt.  hon.  Sir  R. 
PewJarrw,  E.  W.  W. 
Riilips,  M. 
nM,SirlL 

nSuiLF. 

Polkxk.SirF. 
Ptwei,  W.  T. 
Price,  R. 
Pringle,  A. 
Protheroe,  E. 
ftM^r,  P. 
RmJKW.M. 
RaM,SitJ.B. 
Riee,  E.  R. 
RoUettoo,  Col. 
Baimd,C.  G. 
Round,  J. 
BBskbra«t«,  Col. 
Rnnril,  Lord  J. 
Rauell,  C. 
SaMto*!  ViMl. 
SewUtt.  boo.  R.  C. 
SlwppHd.  T. 
Sbiriey,  £.  P. 
SbtiuirpfCoI. 
SBmIIcu,  a. 
SMNtMl,  Lord  O. 
SailMrOB,T.  H.  S. 


Biraal,  _ 

Bbl[e,M. 
BUlie,  M.  J. 
BliAe,  Sir  V. 
Blflifiit,  R.  J. 


SUolev,  Loid 
SUnlty,  bon.  W.  O. 
SUotfi«ld,  W.  R.  C. 
Stanlon,  W.  H. 
Slewut,  J. 
Smait,  Lord  J. 
Stuart,  W.  V. 
Strati,  E. 

Sutton,  bon.  H.  M. 
Thnifar,  F. 
Tbombill,  G. 
Tnoch,  Sir  F.  W 
Trattct,  J. 
Tunwr,  E. 
Tyrelt,  Sir  J.  T. 
Vete,  Sir  C.  B. 
Veroer,  Col. 
WiddioKton,  H.  S. 
Wtll,  C.  B. 
W«lby,  G.  E. 
Whiimore.T  C. 
Wilbrthuii.han.R.B. 
Wood,C. 
Wood,  CoT. 
Wood,  Co!.  T. 
Wontey,  Lord 
WorUey.hon.J.S. 
WrightiOD,  W.  B- 
Wjudham.Col-C. 
Yorke,  bon.  F..  T. 
Young,  J. 

Fraitnntte,  Sir  T. 
Bmag.H. 
litt  qf  the  Noks. 

O'C0DMlt,D 

O'ConncU.M. 
OTonoell,  H.  J. 
<rConne11,J. 
PecbM.  Capl. 
Flnmridge,  Capl. 
PvMllrC. 


Chapiuui,  B. 
OobSe*.  R. 
Cnwfotd.W.S. 
Oantit,  B.  B. 

vJ. 

T. 


Col. 


Bmtft.W. 

FcfgUNB, 

nddetLJ. 
J«nis,  J. 
Leader,  J.  T. 


aCM«iu,hoo.B.M.L. 

Itmmjt,  Sir  O:  J. 
0'Bri«i»C. 


KoeU,  E.B. 
Roebuck,  J.  A. 
Sella,  Sir  J.  U. 
Somen,  J.  P. 
Stricklaiid,  St  O. 
TMMf«d,H.W. 
ThoiMl*,  T. 
WtkkT,  T. 
Wa«w,R. 
W«wn,  J.  T. 
WatMO,  W.  H. 
midOir  T. 
TTiDianu,  W. 


Aslioa 
WallM 


ReMlnina  agreed  to.  The  other  reio- 
liibfins  lo  the  7th  agreed  to. 

Om  the  7ih  rcwlution. "  That  the  above 
rMvlnfioM  be  nade  aUBdiog  orden  of 
tba  H««M,"  bm|  put  from  the  Clwir, 


Hr.  Aglimhy  laid,  this  wai  the  reeolu. 
lion  to  which  he  and  tbon  hon.  Oeotle- 
nien  with  whom  he  geoeTa)!;  had  the  ho- 
nour to  act  objected  moit  strongly.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  Tot  Worceiter, 
to  whom  the  Houie  wai  indebted  for  the 
valuable  obferrations  he  had  made  that 
eveninj;,  teemed  to  be  at  a  lou  to  nnder- 
siand  the  reason  why  theae  TeioIotioDi 
should  be  introduced  at  all ;  it  was  a 
work  of  supererogatioo,  and  conid  have  tio 
other  meaning  than  that  the  noble  Lord 
and  ihe  bon,  Qentlemen  who  lupported  him 
would  oot  grant  any  eonceuioD  of  popular 
right!  without  at  the  lame  time  doing  all 
in  their  power  (o  rettrtcl  thote  righu. 
[•'  Oh  !  oh !"]  He  wrd  that  advieedly. 
why  had  theae  reaolHtions  been  introduced 
iTnot  to  do  away  with  those  upon  which  the 
Houte  had  acted  before?  But  why  were- 
ihey  to  be  converted  into  ilBBding  ordera 
Wotild  that  add  dignity  to  them?  Or  was 
it  not  intended  to  make  them  more  bind- 
ing and  itriogent?  Believing  that  to  be 
ihe  end  in  view,  he  muit  oppoae  ibis  last 
proposition.  The  noble  Lord  had  dragged 
the  House  iato  a  second  division  on  tbia 
subject  by  bringing  forwaid  these  resoln- 
tions,  and  he  befieved  that  their  object 
was,  coupled  with  the  }a>t  one,  to  prevent 
the  people  exercising  soom  power  which 
Ihe  DtAle  Liml  and  hit  suppCHtemlhosght 
they  poaieaaed.  The  rule  upon  which  the 
Home  acted  before  was  feund  to  be  tufE- 
cient ;  and  he  woald  ventare  lo  ask  the 
right  hon.  Oentleman  in  Ihe  Chair,  whether 
he  had  ever  found  any  diflrcvhy  in  keep* 
ing  hon.  Hemben  within  proper  bounds? 
He  had  never  seen  any  instaiKeof  anbon. 
Member,  on  presenting  a  petition  and  ex- 
ceeding the  rale,  not  stopping  on  the  in- 
stant that  he  wM  eppriKd  of  his  mistake 
by  (he  Speaker.  To  pcTtiH  ia  carrying 
this  proposidon  would  be  to  show  the 
people  tnat  iriien  Mraisten  were  all  hot 
beaten— as  beaten  Ibey  would  have  been 
if  hon.  Members  had  conlinoed  to  preeent 
petitions— then  they  woold  acknnrtedge 
the  ri^t  which  the  people  possessed.  AI- 
Ihongh  the  right  hon.  Bsronet  did  not 
give  up  his  opimoos,  be  acknowledged 
that  a  majority  of  only  om  was  Insnffiei- 
ent  to  enable  him  to  carry  the  queation  in 
the  long  run,  and  that  it  would  set  be 
just  or  wise  to  coBtioue  a  contest  which 
Inconvenieoeed  public  bnsinesi.  That 
feeling  was  largely  expressed  by  the 
House,  but  more  extensively  still  out  of 
dMT«,  by  thosswrii  BRd  teM  of  thou- 
R3 


vGooqIc 


4B7 


Seal t  for 


{COMMONS} 


Mmben, 


46a 


iBQdi.  But  »hj  not  acknowledge  popu- 
lar nghti  without  fettering  them  with 
mott  obnoxiuus  and  unjuatifiable  condi- 
tions? Had  a  different  courte  been  taken 
the  coDceMion  would  have  been  gratefully 
acknowledged  unt  of  donrs^,  but  ii  was 
made  in  a  way  which  would  make  it  de- 
■pi»ed.  It  would  be  laid  that  ihey  h:id 
granted  that  which  they  could  not  wiili- 
hold,  but  still  they  alrove  to  repreu  the 
privilegei  of  the  people.  He  believed  that 
many  hon.  Memben  who  had  voted  in 
the  majority  on  the  last  occasion  would 
not  vote  in  favour  of  these  resoluiioni 
being  made  standing  orders,  and  if  many 
of  them  expressed  a  wish  to  go  to  a  divi- 
sion he  would  not  shrink  from  the  reapon- 
aibiltj  of  taking  one,  but  he  would  not 
tuSer  his  feelings  to  force  him  into  a  use* 
lesadiTision. 

Mr.  Curteit  said,  he  was  locllned  to  go 
further  than  the  hon.  Member  for  Cocker- 
mouth,  and  would  move,  instead  of  the 
motion  now  before  the  House,  "  That  the 
said  propositions  be  made  and  considered 
resolutions  of  this  House."  If  that  was 
not  the  way  to  frame  his  motion,  he  would 
put  it  in  any  shape  which  would  declare 
that  the  propositions  already  agreed  to 
should  be  made  oot  standing  orders,  but 
resolutions  of  the  House, 

The  SfMoker  intimated,  that  they  had 
already  become  resolutions  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Watlaci  said,  be  thought  he  should 
not  parsue  the  course  he  had  declared  he 
would,  for  it  was  quite  evident  to  him  that 
faon.  Gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  House, 
those  who  had  been  in  office,  and  those 
who  were  now  in  office,  were  united  in  a 
wish  to  put  a  atop  to  the  petitions  of  the 
people  being  received.  He  believed  it, 
because  he  could  easily  conceive  that  it 
would  be  more  convenient  to  official  men 
to  exclude  those  petitions,  as  they  would 
then  be  able  to  fix  the  business  for  iheir 
own  accommodation,  so  as  to  go  away 
early  to  dinner ;  and  not  only  that — he 
believed,  also,  that  they  were  glad  to  re- 
strict the  liberties  of  the  people.  The 
speech  of  the  noble  Lord,  the  Member  for 
Sunderland  proved  it;  and  he  wu  glad, 
that  the  noble  Lord  had  spoken  out  that 
night,  for  if  his  constituents  were  of  that 
character,  which  he  supposed  them  to  be, 
the  noble  Lord  would  himself  be  taken  to 
task  for  that  speech  in  the  proper  place. 
Were  he  one  of  the  noble  Lord's  consti- 
tuents, he  should  be  glad  to  have  to  eie- 
cute  that  task  on   the  public  hustings. 


He  was  astonished  to  heir  inch  a  speeck 
from  an  avowed  Reformer.  He  knew  to 
whom  ibey  were  much  indebted  for  that 
reform,  which  was  now,  it  appeared,  al- 
most destroyed  ;  and  should  regret  ex- 
ceedingly, if  a  noble  Lord  in  aootber 
House  should  get  up  in  his  place,  and 
give  expression  to  similar  sentiments. 

Mr.  LambloA  protested  against  the  un- 
fair speech  of  the  hon.  Member  against 
the  noble  Lord  during  his  absence.  [Mr. 
Wallace!  I  did  not  know  the  noble  Lord 
was  absent.]  The  character  of  the  noble 
Lord  stood  too  hizh  lo  be  afiected  by  such 
observations,  and  his  regard  for  public 
rights  WHS  too  well  known  to  be  disputed, 

Mr.  WaUace  repeated,  that  he  did  not 
know  the  noble  Lord  was  absent,  or  he 
would  not,  perhaps,  have  said  what  he 
bad  said ;  but  be  begged  to  adhere  la 
every  word  he  had  said.  He  would  not 
refrain  from  repeating  his  remarks  at  a 
proper  opportunity. 

Lord  J.  Ruttell  denied  the  existence 
of  any  such  understanding  between  hon. 
Gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  House, 
as  that  to  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Greenock  had  alluded.  That  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  quite  mistaken  in  supposiog 
that  these  resolutions  would  prevent  dis- 
cussion; and  as  to  gentlemen  in  office 
going  home  to  dinner  when  they  pleased, 
he  did  not  find  it  so  when  be  was  in  office, 
nor  did  he  think  the  right  hon.  Geatlefflea 
opposite  found  it  so  now. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Seats  for.  Hbhbbm.]  Mr.  WaUtf 
said,  he  wished  to  put  a  question  lo  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  the  Chair,  relative 
to  what  he  had  always  undeniood  to  bare 
been  the  general  practice  of  the  House. 
He  confessed,  that  he  ought  to  apolocixe 
to  the  House  for  troubling  it  with  sotrioing 
a  matter,  which  he  should  not  do,  were 
not  the  personal  comfort  of  every  Member 
of  the  House  concerned.  During  the  de- 
bate last  night,  a  short  time  before  twelve 
o'clock,  he  held  some  conversation  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  Bath,  relative  to  the 
motion  and  amen'lment  before  the  House, 
and  ^hey  were  asking  each  other  whether, 
if  the  first  were  put  from  the  Chair,  ther 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  coming  back 
and  voting  on  the  second,  or  whether  the 
doors  would  be  closed,  so  as  to  prevent 
them  from  coming  in.  He  had  then  been 
in  the  House  more  than  three  hours,  and 
he  left  bis  seat  foi  the  purpose  of  imjuiring  - 


oogle 


489  Stall Jbr  Memhan.  {Apri 

of  (he  SeTgeanl-at-ArmB  what  inlerTnl 
iroiitd  lap*e  in  the  diviiioni.  He  was  not 
abieiil  more  than  tira  or  three  miDutes, 
when,  on  his  return,  he  Tound  his  leut 
occupied  by  ao  hon.  Member,  who  very 
abruptly  reruted  to  give  it  up  to  him.  At 
that  lime,  he  did  not  know  that  he  had 
left  hii  hat  in  his  plare,  not  under,  but 
upon,  the  leat ;  but  he  had  been  informed 
by  leveral  hon.  Membera  around  him,  eta 
later  period  of  the  evening,  that  hia  hat 
wa>  upon  hit  wat.  This  might  appear  a 
trifling  and  inaignificant  matter :  but  if  a 
Member  left  his  pUce  for  a  minute  or  iwo, 
to  go  to  the  vote-office  or  journal-office, 
it  would  cau»e  great  inconvenience  to  have 
hil  leat  taken  ^m  him  on  every  such  oc- 
casion. Now,  hit  object  was  to  inquire 
what  was  the  usual  practice,  and  what  was 
the  conduct  which  should  govern  hon. 
Members  in  this  mntter.  He  had  always 
understood,  that  a  Member  secured  a  seat 
by  being  at  preyera,  and  also  by  taking 
pottesnon  of  a  seat,  and  leaving  his  hat 
in  it  during  a  momentary  abaeme.  He 
wished  lo  know  the  rule,  in  order  that  the 
Tegalarity  of  the  Honse  might  not  be  dit- 
tnrbed  by  aa  absence  of  proper  conduct  on 
the  part  of  hon.  Members.  The  hon. 
Member  who  did  this— £Cries  of  "  No, 
IK>I"J  Yes,  I  will  name  bim— it  was  the 
hon.  Member  for  Leicester. 

The  Speaker  said,  the  rule  of  the  House 
was,  that  any  Member  being  at  prayers 
had  B  right  to  the  seat  be  then  occupied, 
but  if  he  left  it  and  went  out  of  the  House 
any  hon.  Member  might  take  it,  and  if  it 
were  given  up  itwasBSB  matter  of  couriety, 
not  of  right. 

Sir  /.  Eatthope  was  very  sorry  that 
what  had  transpired  should  have  taken 
any  time  of  the  House.  He  had  not 
moved  the  hat  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
FiDsbary,  and  until  that  moment  be  was 
not  aware  that  the  hat  belonged  to  the 
hon.  Member.  A  gallant  Officer  then 
present  took  ap  the  hat,  and  in  place  of 
patting  it  on  hia  head  he  put  it  under  the 
■eat.  The  real  fact  was  that  the  applica- 
tioii  made  by  the  hon.  Heoiber  for  Fins- 
tmry  waa  made  in  so  peremptory  and 
abrupt  a  tone  that,  much  contrary  to  his 
wishes,  he  felt  himself  obliged  to  refuse 
compliaoce  with  it.  He  was  sorry  that 
the  time  of  the  House  had  been  occupied 
widi  such  a  trumpery  affair,  but  the  tone 
naed  towards  him  wot  what  be  could  not 
pat  op  with. 
Snbject  at  an  end. 
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ExECtlTIONS   rOR    BtlKGIiART.]      Mr. 

Aglionby  rose  to  put  the  question  of  which 
he  had  given  notice  to  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Homa 
Department— viz.,  whether  in  the  year 
1841,  there  had  been  any  executions  for 
offences  of  bui^lary  attended  with  per- 
sonal violence,  or  whether,  as  in  preceding 
years,  sentence  of  death  in  such  case*  hai 
ulways  been  commuted  for  transportation  ? 
Since  the  passing  of  Lord  J.  Russell's 
bills  in  1837,  by  which  our  criminal  code 
was  materially  mitigated,  although  by  the 
strict  letter  of  the  law  death  wb*  still  the 
inishment  for  the  crime  of  burglary,  ac- 
mpanied  by  riot  or  personal  violence, 
yet  he  believed  down  to  the  year  1841, 
allbough  several  convictions  for  that  crime 
had  taken  place,  that  the  sentence  in  every 
case  had  been  commuted  to  transport  a  tton 
for  life.  He  wished  to  know  whether  the 
same  practice  had  been  continued  during 
the  last  year. 

Sir  J,  Orahatn  laid,  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  perfectly  correct  in  his  statement 
of  the  change  which  took  place  in  out 
criminal  code  in  the  year  1837,  by  which 
the  punishment  of  death  waa  taken  away 
from  the  crime  of  bui^Iary,  eicept  when 
accompanied  by  personal  violence.  The 
following  waa  an  account  of  the  number  of 
convictions  which  had  taken  place  since 
the  alteration  in  the  Ian.  In  1838  there 
were  three  convictions  for  the  crime  of 
burglary  accompanied  by  personal  vio- 
lence, in  each  of  which  the  sentence  of 
death  waa  commuted  to  transportation  for 
life.  In  1839  there  was  oue  conviction, 
the  sentence  being  commuted  in  like 
manner ;  in  1840  there  were  thirteen  con- 
victions, the  sentence  in  each  case  being 
commuted  to  transportation  for  life;  and 
in  1841,  to  which  year  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's question  referred,  but  the  returns  in 
respect  to  which  had  not  yet  been  pre- 
sented, there  had  been  more  than  one  con- 
viction, but  no  execution  bad  taken  place 
for  the  offence.  In  short,  since  the  passing 
of  the  law  there  had  been  no  fewer  than 
twenty  convictions  for  this  offence,  but 
not  one  esecution. 

Metropolitak  Roads.^  Mr.  Borth* 
Kick  atler  presenting  a  petition  from 
Netting  Hill  and  Kensington,  complaining 
of  the  want  of  lights  in  the  metropolitan 
roads,  rose  to  bring  forward  the  motion  of 
which  he  had  given  notice,  for  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to    enforce  the  beitet  ' 
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pus.  HeMJd,  that  be  thought  the  preaeot 
bill  called  for  in  cODsequince  of  railroads 
having  diminished  the  tolls  on  the  ordin- 
al roada  to  such  an  exteot  that  the  con- 
miuioBen  had  do  looKer  the  funds  saf- 
fideot  for  repairing  aodlightiagtheTaadi. 
Accordingly  tha  commiuioDert,  on  tlu 
24th  of  May  Isati  had  given  notice  to  the 
respective  parisbei  that  they  would  not 
continue  to  light  the  roads  bejond  tfai' 
29th  of  September  following.  Several 
parishes  had  taken  the  charge  on  tbem- 
•elves,  but  there  was  still  a  number  of  pa- 
rishes in  which  two-thirds  of  the  rate- 
pajera  bad  not  come  to  the  mate  agree- 
ment, and  the  consequence  was  that  these 
parishes  were  left  duriag  night  in  a  stale 
of  darkness  and  danger,  la  his  opinion 
the  parishes  through  which  the  roads 
passed,  and  not  the  passengers,  ought  to 
pay  the  expense,  becanse  the  roads  added 
considerably  to  the  value  of  property  in 
their  neighbourhood.  Not  anticipating 
any  opposition  to  bis  motion,  he  woald 
merely  state  that  be  proposed  to  carry  his 
purpose  into  effect  by  applying  the  pro- 
visioDi  of  the  act  3rd  and  4th  William 
4lh,  ch.  90,  making  it  compultoij  on 
those  parishes  to  light  the  roads  according 
to  the  provisioas  of  that  act,  and  that  the 
iD^>ectors  should  he  empowered  to  call 
on  the  overseers  of  the  poor  to  make  a 
rate  for  that  purpose. 

The  Speaker  asked  the  hoD.  Member 
if  he  proposed  to  levy  a  rate  oo  the  several 
parishes  ? 

Mt.  Borthmck :  Uuodonbtedly,  under 
the  provisioos  of  the  3rd  aad  4th  William 


4th. 

Hie  Speaier  said,  that  the  bill  in  that 
case  would  be  partly  of  a  public  and 
partly  of  a  private  nature,  and  the  hon. 
Member  would  therefore  have  to  give  the 
notice  required  to  be  given  in  cases  of 
private  bills. 

Mr.  Borthwick  bowed  to  the  decision 
of  the  Chair.  With  the  consent  of  the 
House  he  would  withdraw  his  motion, 
and  give  the  proper  notice. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

PowEB  ofCoroneks.]  Captain  PMUl 
in  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
empower  county  and  all  ether  corooers  to 
admit  of  bail  in  cases  of  manslaughter,  said, 
that^if  the  respectability  aud  legal  know- 
ledge of  coroners  were  generally  not  auch  as 


into  their  hands,  it  would  be  a  fair  grouad 
of  objeclion  against  his  bill ;  but  as  their 
respectability  and  legal  knowledge  were 
sucli  as  to  justify  him  in  seekinK  to  give 
them  that  responsibility,  be  hoped  no  op- 
pocitjoD  would  be  offered  to  it.  The  hoo. 
Member  entered  into  a  staienMnt  to  show 
the  great  aoliquity  end  respectability  of 
the  office,  snd  the  great  consideration  ip 
which  that  ofBoe  was  held  in  Eonser  time*. 
Wiih  respect  to  thecrime  of  isantlaugblcf, 
it  conaialed  of  various  degrees  of  crimin- 
ality. Manslaughter  was  defined  to  W 
the  killing  of  anoibet  without  maliee  ex- 
pressed or  implied.  A  case  hod  coese 
under  his  notice  at  the  last  Bedford  Aa- 
•iies,  which  he  considered  one  of  great 
hardship.  It  waa  tha  eaae  ef  an  iadividtwl 
who  had  committed  maoalaughler  on  kb 
brother,  and  who  had  been  ia  prisoa  fee 
seven  months  beloK  bis  trial  oosoe  on, 
heoause  tlte  coroner  hod  not  tbe  ^ower  to 
release  bica  oo  bail.  Aoothar  case  «f  the 
kind  occurred  at  the  HuBtingdo*  Aspzea, 
ia  which  a  man  hod  been  imfriaoBed  fin 
thirty-two  weeks  beA>re  hb  tnal  oasae  <m, 
because  the  comer  had  sot  the  power  to 
take  bai  for  bis  i^ipaaraMe.  It  w(ht  be 
said  that  there  waa  a  remedy  fiir  Aim, 
either  by  kabeat  corpug  or  certiorari ;  k«t 
his  answer  to  this  was,  that  iImI  coarse 
was  both  inconveniaai  aai  eapeniive. 
The  hoD.  Member  ooodnded  by  monag 
for  leave  to  iatfoduoe  a  bill  vo  empower 
county  and  ell  other  coroocra  to  admit  of 
bail  in  cases  of  monslaoghter. 

Sir  J,  Graham  said,  it  was  itot  bis  ia- 
tention  to  oppose  the  motion  «t  the  ben. 
and  gallant  Member;  bat  he  wished  to 
call  tha  attention  of  tbe  House  to  tbe  bill 
which  ihahon.  Member  pr«f>os«d  to  iatro- 
duce,  and  which  involved  coaaidcralioiis 
of  great  importance.  The  boo.  Geallc- 
laan  rested  the  neceasity  for  his  measora 
upon  one  or  two  particular  cosea  of  great 
hardship  which  he  had  Bteolioaed.  He 
must  remind  the  Hoose,  that  the  offence 
to  which  the  motion  of  the  boa.  Member 
refored  was  oeit  in  SBBgnitBde  M  «  orime 
of  the  deepest  dye;  the  dietioctaoDS  be- 
tween mansloogbler  aid  murder  were  ex- 
tremely nice  i  and  great  drscrimioatten 
was  frequently  required  in  diatii^wahiMg 
between  the  two  ofieme^  He  did  not 
wuh  to  apeak  di^aragiagiy  ef  th«  office 
of  ooroner,  or  of  the  geotleiiea  by  whan 
that  office  was  held ;  bnt  he  certaialy 
considered  it  a  greA  adnBtage,  aa  the 
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law  BOH  exkledi  tbat  tbe  coroner,  whose 
dat*  it  «H  to  ■um  up  Id  the  jury  the 
criiwoce  edduccd  before  bim,  and  who 
night  be  iafluenced  by  a  particular  bias, 
aboutd  not  have  the  power  of  gnnting  or 
refilling  bail  in  caiea  in  which  it  might  be 
denaaded.  At  tbe  law  now  ttood,  a 
perion  charged  wkh  murder  or  men- 
alaagliier  could  aot  obtaio  hii  liberty 
without  baving  bn  eaae  inveeligated  by 
its  leeooTal  by  ufreoi  cvrpwbeCorea  judge. 
He  would  not  now  enter  into  the  qweation ; 
but  be  wiibed  it  to  be  uaderataod,  that 
altbovgh  be  did  not  oppoae  the  iniroduc- 
tioo  of  thif  bill,  he  wai  not  piepaied  in  ita 
(atnre  rtages  to  give  it  his  aaaeot. 

Hr.  Waklof  tvA,  ooroners  did  not  aak 
for  tbe  power  which  the  bill  of  the  right 
bon.  and  gallant  Member  proposed  to  ^ive 
tbem.  It  would,  indeed,  be  altended 
wkb  some  oomenienco  in  a  pablic  view; 
bat  k  woald  add  cooatderably  to  the 
dutiei  of  Gorooera.  By  an  act  of  William 
and  Mary,  coroaera  bad  the  power  of 
taking  bail;  but  in  1824,  when  an  alter- 
ation waa  made  in  tbe  law,  thia  power  was 
iaadverteotly  loat. 

LeaTc  gives. 

Poor-law  Uniors-I]  Captain  Pechell 
■0nd  for  a  fetnra  of  the  Poor-law  union, 
dittiaftiiiiAiag  tfaecouatyofeach  towhicb 
ao  Older  baa  been  isMod  by  the  eoramia. 
liiMiffii  pnhiluting  cut-door  relief  to  able- 
bodied  paupers.  In  consequence  of  tbe 
aikncB  of  Oorernmeat  witb  respect  to  the 
period  at  which  tbey  pcopoaed  introducing 
the  Poor-law  atnetkuaent  BiU,  and  to  their 
iatentioBi  as  to  tboea  placea  wbero  the 
Poer-laws  were  adoinistered  under  local 
acta  and  Gilbert  uaioBS.  he  was  detinus 
e(  obtaining  the  returns  for  which  he  had 
mored,  in  order  to  dio«  that  unifixmity  of 
practise  bad  not  prevailed  in  tbe  Poor-law 
luiona.  It  appeared,  tbat  io  man^  onions 
ao  order  bad  been  issoed  prohibiting  out- 
door selie^  and  tberelbn  taeie  was  aa  end 
to  tbe  atferliDO,  that  tba  laws  had  been 
faHj  GBtried  out  in  thoee  districts,  and  it 
waaaingulBr,  that  there  was  acaicely  an 
union  in  Camberland  where  Hie  fffohihitcry 
order  was  in  force.  Tbe  Poor-law  commis- 
sioners had  done  all  in  their  power  to  induce 
tbe  guardian!  in  parishes  incorporated  un- 
der Uw  Gilbert  Act  roluatarily  to  dissolve 
thdrnnions;  and  it  a^)eariBd  to  be  tbe 
intention  of  Goremnieat  to  provide  in 
tiie  new  bill  for  tbe  repeal  of  that  Act. 
He  thoagbt,  thereforcj  that  tbe  House 


oug^tto  be  put  in  poasessiooof  allpossiUe 
information  oa  Um  nilject.  When  he 
last  addressed  the  House  on  this  question, 
he  had  endeavoured  to  show,  that  tbe  ad- 
ministration of  Hm  Poor-laws  in  parities 
inoorporated  ooder  tbe  Gilbert  Act,  aa 
well  aa  ia  towns  possessing  local  acts,  bad 
heen  extremdr  nScient ;  and  he  diougfat, 
that  before  the  Gorenment  rentured  to 
{HOpooe  meaaures  for  tbe  diaaolution  of  tbe 
Gilbert  uaioas,  and  far  bringing  tbem  un- 
der tbe  power  of  tbe  Poor-law  Commiariaa- 
CTS,  some  good  and  valid  reaaona  should  be 
shewn  for  such  a  cbaBge.  When  this  quea- 
tioB  was  fbrmeriy  before  tbe  Honae,  be  bad 
referred  to  certain  tranactiona  that  bad 
taken  place  in  tbe  county  of  Sussex,  and 


had  created  a  great  sensatton  in  tbat  part 
of  tbe  country,  and  which  were  not  likely 
to  ioduoe  panshea  in  which  the  admin 


tratioD  of  Poor-lawa  was  conducted  under 
the  Gilbert  Act  to  place  themselves  under 
tbe  anthority  of  the  Poor-law  Commiaaioa- 
«rs.  He  made  his  statement  on  the  au- 
tboritf  of  Mr.  Brooker,  a  gentleman  well 
IcBowB  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  and  who 
was  DOW  a  candidate  for  the  repre- 
aeatatiea  of  Brigbton.  An  bon.  Mem- 
ber (Mr.  Darbf )  said,  tbat  be  ourtt  to 
have  ascertainea  the  truth  of  Mr.  BrotA- 
er**  assertions)  but,  aa  be  gave  the  House 
bis  authority,  he  tbongbt  aucb  a  coorse  was 
nnaeoesBary.  The  case  to  which  he  al- 
luded was  tbat  of  a  man  named  Smith, 
who  had  been  emplojvd  by  the  guardians 
of  the  Eastbouroe  union  in  tivealcing  boma 
for  tbe  onrpose  of  mating  manure;  and  he 
might  here  observe,  that  be  would,  on  a 
future  occasion,  coll  for  an  acconot  of  the 
nature  and  produce  of  this  system.  Hie 
man  Smith  bad,  owing  to  die  unhealthy 
diar acter  of  the  eu^tHrmeat,  been  roduced 
to  tbe  last  stage  of  illoess;  and  the  fid- 
lowing  was  his  own  evidence  <m  tbe  sub- 
ject:- 

*' Whenever  there  have  been  any  bones,  I 
have  been  eoostanlly  placed  in  tbe  Imie-bauM. 
Tbe  booe-hoase  is  seven  or  right  feet  wide, 
by  fourteen  feet  Igog.  There  wu  a  draadfnl 
lowU  when  Iba  boaet  were  brokea.  If  I  had 
ato|q>ed  loDget  in  the  booe-hoiue  I  ihoald  not 
have  oorae  out  alive.  Uy  iUaets  boa,  do  doubt^ 

Mr.  Broolfer,  in  consequence,  accused 
the  guardians  of  the  Eastbourne  Union  of 
rendering  themselves  open  to  the  charge 
of  moral  and  constructive  murder ;  aod 
called  upon  the  guardians,  if  they  thou^t 
his  imputations  libellous,  to  give  bim  an 
opportunity  of  meeting  them  in  a  coart 
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of  justice.  Mr.  Broofcer  had  instruo- 
led  him  to  s&p,  that  he  was  <iuiie 
prepared  to  support  the  assertioOB  cou- 
taiiied  in  hU  pamphlet,  and  that  if  it  was 
deemed  desirable  to  aacertaia  the  truth  of 
the  charges  he  had  made  against  the  guard- 
ians, he  was  ready  to  meet  such  an  investi- 
gation. Mr.  Brooker  said,  that  the  accusa- 
tion brought  against  him  by  an  hon.  Meib- 
berof  this  House,  of  having  growly  libelled 
the  guardians  of  Eastbourne,  was  most 
unjust  and  uncalled  for,  as  he  had  dis- 
tinctly cballeoged  the  guardians  to  afford 
him  ttn  opportunity  of  proring  the  truth  of 
the  charges  he  had  advanced.  Mr.  Broober 
stated,  that  be  did  not  vish  to  retract  auy 
of  the  assertions  contained  in  his  pamphlet ; 
and  he  addeit— 

"  I  DOW  renew  n;  chaise  of  moral  and 
coDitnictitre  murder  against  the  Easiboiirne 
guardians," 

expressing  his  readiness  to  prove  the  ac- 
cusations he  had  made.  Mr,  Brooker  bad 
addressed  a  letter  to  him,  dated  April 
12,  in  wbidi  be  stated,  that  he  had  just 
learned  that  (he  Poor-iair  Commissioners 
had  transmitted  an  order  to  the  guardians 
of  the  Eastbourne  union,  directioE  that  an 
increased  quantity  of  meat  should  be  al- 
lowed to  the  paupers  ;  and  he  was  happy 
to  think,  that  hit  allusion  to  this  case  might 

.  have  led  iu  some  measure  to  the  issuing  of 
■uch  an  order.  He  considered,  it  was  neces- 

.sary  that  some  investigation  should  be 
instituted  in  the  Eastbourne  cue :  for, 
with  such  instances  before  them,  the  in- 
habitants of  parishes  under  the  Gilbert  Act 
would  not  be  very  willing  to  surrender 
their  affairs  into  the  hands  of  the  Poor-law 
CommiasioDera.  He  hoped,  (iiat  if  the 
right  hon.  Barooet  opposite  (Sir  J.  Gra- 
ham) made  any  observations  on  this  sub- 
ject, he  would  state  at  what  period  it  was 
the  intention  of  Government  to  introduce 
the  Poor-law  Amendment  Bill.  He  was 
aware  that  considerable  time  must  elapse 
before  the  Income-tax  and  the  tariff  passed 
through  that  House;  but,  as  many  hon. 
Members  had  given  promises  to  their  con- 
stituents to  support  very  extensive  and  im- 
portant improvements  in  the  Poor-law,  he 
thought  it  was  desirable  those  bon.  Gentle- 
men should  have  an  early  opportunity  of 
redeeming  their  pledges. 

Mr.  CurlaU  said,  that  he  had  recently 
traveled  by  coach  with  the  chairman  of 
the  Eastbourne  board  ofguanjians;  and  in 
the  course  of  a  ronveisatioo  respecting 
the  ttaiementi  made  by  tha  bo     wd 
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Scotland. 
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>  say,  ibst  the 


Member  i 

in  uulhorlsed  him  ic 
board  of  guardians  were  i 
that  a  searching  inquiry  should  be  tnsti> 
tuted  into  their  proceedings.  He  did  rtot 
wish  to  be  understood  as  giving  any  opi- 
nion on  the  pamphlet  of  Mr.  Broolcev; 
but  he  thought  it  was  but  fair  to  the 
guardians  that  a  full  investigation  should 
be  instituted  into  their  proceedings  ge- 
nerally, and  especially  into  the  case  of 
W.  Smith. 

Sir  J.  Graham  said,  it  was  not  hi*  in- 
leolion  to  oppose  the  motion  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member,  nor  would  he  go 
into  the  subject  of  the  unfortunate  quarrel 
which  had  been  brought  under  the  notice 
of  the  House.  With  respect  lo  the  ques- 
tion put  to  him  bv  the  hon,  and  gallant 
Member,  he  begged  to  say,  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  ask  for  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  for  continuing  the  Poor-law  commis- 
sion, with  cerlsin  amendments,  and,  as  he 
thought,  improvements ;  but  he  could  not, 
at  the  present  moment,  name  the  precise 
time  at  which  he  would  bring  forward  the 
measure.  He  would,  as  speedily  as  be 
was  able,  give  the  gallant  Member  a  more 
specific  answer.  He  begged  to  suggest, 
as  an  addition  to  the  motion  of  the  hon, 
and  gallant  Member,  that  letnma  be  also 
made  of  those  unions  to  which  ordera  have 
been  issued  by  the  commissiooen  pro- 
hibiting outdoor  relief  to  able  bodied 
paupers. 

Captain  PechtU  said,  that  he  was  very 
well  satisfied  wtth  what  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  just  stated.  He  wished  at 
the  same  time  to  observe,  that  he  had 
made  no  charge  whatever  against  these 
Poor-law  guardians,  bat  had  only  mad« 
the  staieroeni  as  he  had  heard  it.  Mr, 
Brooker  had  placed  the  pamphlet  he  had 
referred  to  in  his  hands,  and  it  appeared 
to  him  that  if  those  praclices  did  «tst 
which  were  complained  of,  an  inquiry 
should  be  instituted  for  the  purpose  of 
letting  the  truth  of  the  whole  matter. 
He  bad  no  donbt,  that  if  an  inquiry  had 
been  instituted,  satisfaction  would  ba 
afforded  to  all  parties  who  felt  (bemselvM 
aggrieved. 

Motion  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Church  oP  Scotland.]  Hr.  A. 
CampbtU  moved  for  leave  Id  bring  in  a 
bill  to  regulate  the  exercise  of  chnteh 
patronage  in  Scotland.  As  be  nnderatood 
no  oppoiitioD  would  be  ofiend   to  liti ,. 
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tnolHMi,  he  would  not  trouble  itie  Houie  I 
«ilb  iny  obaervatioDS. 

Sir  /.  CrraAam  could  not  allow  ft  bill 
OD  to  important  a  lubjecl  lo  be  introduced 
in  perfect  silence.  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
TCromeDt  would  not  offer  any  uppoaition 
Id  the  motion  or  the  ban.  Member,  but  he 
did  not  wish  it  to  be  supposed  that  Oo- 
venuneDt  were  prepsred  to  le^ilste  on 
this  importiut  question.  At  the  same 
time,  when  an  hon.  Member  who  had 
bestowed  to  much  attention  on  the  subject, 
and  who  was  so  competent  to  grapple 
with  its  difficulties,  tendered  a  legiststive 
neuure  lo  the  House  on  a  question  in 
which  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  Scot- 
Uud  were  so  deeply  interested,  it  was  not 
the  inlentiOD  of  OoTemment  to  oppose  the 
introduction  of  the  bill. 

Sir  A.  L.  Bay  said,  after  what  had 
occurred  previous  to  Easter,  he  was  glad 
the  Oorernmeot  was  prepared  to  consent 
to  the  introduction  of  the  bill  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman . 

Bill  brought  in  and  read  a  first  time. 

Leave  given. 

Colonial  Passenoehs  Bill.]  Upon 
the  motion,  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  a  committee  upon  this  bill. 

Lord  Stanley  said,  that  be  took  the 
libertyi  inaimuch  at  there  appeared  to  be 
only  one  question  upon  which  any  threat 
difference  of  opinion  was  likely  to  srtse, 
of  asking  the  hon.  Member  for  Lambeth, 
who  had  given  a  notice  upon  this  subject, 
whether  he  would  allow  this  bill  to  pats 
proformd  through  a  committee,  and  posi' 
pone  the  discuttion  that  must  arise  upon 
hit  motion  to  the  bringing  up  of  the 
report.  This  course  he  was  most  nniiou* 
to  have  followed,  as  it  would  greatly  fa- 
cilitate the  business  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Hawet  espretsed  his  willingneit  td 
accede  to  the  proposition  of  the  noble 
Lord. 

Mr.  Borthwict  laid,  he  had  alto  given 
a  notice  of  motion  apon  the  subject,  and 
he  waa  equally  willing  to  meet  the  noble 
Lord's  wishes. 

Bill   then  went   into   committee   pro 

Lord  Stanley  said,  he  wished  it  to  be 
generally  known  that  the  bounty  on  emi' 
gradoR  to  New  South  Wales  was  for  thi 
present  suspended,  partly  because  the  last 
Kcoonnta  cooiained  representationa  that 
emigratioa  had  been  over>-done  thii  year, 
A  ceruia  oanber  of  penoni  might  yearly 
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be  absorbed  into  the  population  of  the 
colony,  but  no  less  than  25,000  persons 
emigrated  this  year,  and  the  result 
was,  that  even  of  those  who  had  already 
emigrated  there  might  be  considerable 
difficulty  in  some  of  them  finding  employ- 
ment. 

The  House  resumed. 

Report  to  be  received. 

AusTRAUA  AMD  New  Zealand.]  Lord 
Stanley  moved  the  Order  of  the  Day  for 
the  second  reading  of  the  Australia  and 
New  Zealand  Bill.  The  noUe  Lord  said, 
the  object  of  the  bill  before  the  HoDse  was 
to  regulate  the  sale  of  land  in  the  Austra- 
lian colonies,  so  that  one  genend  principle 
might  be  applied  to  all  of  these  colonies, 
instead  of  leaving  them  in  their  present 
state  of  uncertainty.  He  had  been  asked  why 
he  did  not  apply  the  same  doctrine  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  ?  He  had  sUted  that 
there  were  34,000,000  of  acres  of  land  at 
the  CRpeunappropriated,andhad  inquired 
why  these  were  not  sold  and  the  proceeds 
ap^ied  to  the  putpoees  of  emigration.  He 
(Lord  Stanley)  believed  that  the  total 
number  of  acres  unoccupied, and  belonging 
to  the  colony,  was  between  forty  and  fifty 
millions.  The  hot). Member  (Mr.  O'Brien) 
did  not,  however,  appear  to  be  aware  that 
there  were  immense  tracts  of  barren  land, 
which,  for  want  of  water,  were  totally 
unavailable  for  the  purposes  of  cultivation, 
and  the  fertile  land  was  scattered  here  and 
there  in  small  patches.  The  total  quantity 
of  land  io  the  colony  was  estimated  at 
83,000,000  of  acres,  and  that  of  43,000,000 
or  44,000,000  of  acres  had  been  appro- 
priated, and  of  the  remainder  there 
were  not  more  than  from  2,500,000  to 
3,000,000  of  acres  of  fertile  land — there 
being  nearly  40,000,000  of  acres  abso- 
lutely unavailable.  Now,  the  attempt  to 
undertake  a  surrey  of  that  land  on  the 
same  principle  as  had  been  applied  to  Aus- 
tralia would  be  altogether  Aitile.  If  sndi 
a  system  were  attempted  to  be  put  into 
operation  at  the  Cape,  the  result  would  be 
that  the  expense  of  the  survey  would  in- 
finitely more  than  cover  the  amount  of  the 
value  of  the  land.  He  believed  that  die 
reports  of  those  best  competent  to  form  an 
opinion  upon  the  subject  were,  that  the 
colony  was  altogether  inapplicable  to  the 
purposes  of  emigration,  and  it  certainly 
was  not  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  recommend  it,  so  far  as  regarded 
the  C^  of  Good  Hotie.  With  r^id  to 
the  principle  upon  whidi  emigratioa  mt  -; 


y  Google 


£MMe  Dmtiet.  {COMMONS}  Exm  Zhtits:  604 

counUfi  by  vmik-Hnr  l^wnra  would  bi 
to  a  great  estetft  readered  uQavailiog.      Il 
was  thought  much  better  ta  floofine    tbc 
atttlement  to  those  diitricii  where    the 
cUima  had  been  recognised  than  to  permit 
tUs  occupation  cf  diataot  and  widely-aope- 
ratod  tractaof  laodiinvolrioKtbeitetx^ity 
of  distinct  eMafalisbiDeat*,  ana  the  goremor 
had  accordiogly  diractad  that  the   aeUJe- 
ment  should   be  oooflned  to  the  Bortbero 
and  not  to  the  ntddle  island,    it  ws»  tme 
the  New  ZealajMl  Company  had  settled 
their  second  coloav  on  toe  middle  isbwd, 
but  it  hud  been  done  by  no  meaua  under 
the  directbns  or  at  the  wish  of  the  Co- 
renunent.     Witb  regard  to  the  finajicial 
affoiiB  of  the  cokny  of  South  Australia, 
they  were  at  preaent  ooder  the  conaident- 
tiOD  of  the  Gorernmeot,  and  it  was  Itis 
(Lord  Stanly's)  iotentioo  rery  shortly  to 
move  for  leare  to  briny  in  a  bill  torepilate 
the  dril  gorernment  of  the  colony,   and 
until  that  was  done,  while  tbe  question 
was  under  the  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment, he  trusted  the  hon.  Member  would 
not  press  for  any  further  iafbrmation  on 
the  subject.    He  beliered  he  had  answered 
all  the  questions  of  the  ban.  Gentleman, 
and  he  begged  to  thank  him  for  afford- 
ing him  the  opportunity  of  explaining 
the  Tiewa  of  the  Gonmmeot  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  0.  W.  Wood  gave  his  cordial  assent 

to  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  which 

founded  on  the  report  of  the  O 


regulated  in  the  Aiutraliaa  coloBies»  the 
House  was  aware  that  the  Govemmeat 
pledged  itself  to  apoly  50  per  oeiiL  of  the 
nocasda  of  the  lana  aalea  to  that 
Mt  it  certainly  wn  not  their  igl 
give  eaoaungemeBt  to  thoae  great  projects 
which  they  heard  of  every  day  of  raising 
one  or  two  millions  of  money  by  atiaacbing 
the  whole  of  the  land  fund  ior  tbe  aext 
twenty  or  thirty  yean,  for  tbe  purpose  of 
Arming  at  once  a  great  atream  of  ttaigra- 
tioa  into  the  colony.  The  both  Geotlesnan 
wished  t*  know  whether  it  was  the  ioten- 
twn  of  tbe  GovBrrunent  to  draw  any  die- 
tiectioB  betweaii  Proteataots  and  &M)an 
CatboUcs  in  their  aelactioo  of  emigrants 
fer  tbe  AustralJMi  colonies  j  Now,  he,  on 
bebalf  of  tbe  Goivniiaeat,  tngged  to  re- 
pudiate auoli  an  intenHoD  alteeetber,  aed 
■»  far  as  be  had  anythiac  to  do  with  tbe 
colonial  emigratioo  fiiod  he  should  sever 
sanction  any  such  distiocdoD.  What  be 
looked  to  alone,  ma  the  mat  wast  ef 
labour  in  the  oolosiy,  and  his  olyect  would 
be  to  select  emigrants  from  that  das* 
whose  habits  of  life,  health  of  body,  and 
age,  would  make  tbua  usefid  and  valuable 
inhabitants  of  thaae  colonies.  He^oidd 
look  to  their  bodily  qualificBtiona  and  good 
chancter,  but  foe  one  single  mooseot 
lie  should  nerar  inquire  whether  the  par. 
ties  weee  ^eteetant  or  fioman  Catholic, 
and  repudiated  such  a  principle  altogetbar. 
With  regard  to  what  had  been  atid  by  the 
hon.  Gentlenea  reapeeting  New  Zealand, 
he  should  state  in  a  few  words,  why  tbe 
govenwr  had  not  encour^ed  emigration 
te  the  middle  isfawd  and  Banks'  Penin- 
sula. Although  the  French  had  made 
aome  small  settlements  in  New  Zealand, 
tbe  Crown  daimed  sorereignty  over  tbe 
entire,  and  recogntaed  no  cUim  to  sove- 
reignty or  right  oa  the  part  of  any  other 
power.  Some  of  tbe  settlements  h^  taikMi 
|dace  in  the  most  irrcjgular  and  disorderly 
manner,  and  it  was  that  drcnmstauoe 
which  had  oosMlled  tbe  Goronunnt  to 
take  upcn  itself  the  sovereign^  of  tbe  en- 
tire colony  of  New  Zealaad,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  adjusting  these  claims.  The  first 
thmg  to  be  done  was  to  inreetigat*  these 
daims  and  •  commissicmer  had  been  ac- 
cordingly aeat  out,  who  was  at  the 
present  moment  engaged  in  that  inves- 
tigatun,  and  It  was  going  on  most  sys- 
tematically and  sedalmisly.  Under  these 
drcumstances,  it  was  thought  UBwise  to 
^nouiaga  what  had  been  complained  «f 
•vd  and  0VCT  again,  aimely,  tbe  scatteriu 
of  tha  ookwists  onr  jt  gnu  extent  ^ 


tee  of  hwt  year. 
Bill  Rad  a  second  time. 

Excise  Duties^  On  the  moiioa  of 
SirG.  Clerk,  the  House  went  into  com- 
inittee  on  the  £xcise-duties  (compoundi 
aud  wasted  malt).  The  hon.  Baronet  then 
proposed — 

nu  tbe  several  Coantarvailiaf;  Detiet 
and  Drawbacks  now  psjable  on  the  sevenl 
Mix  tutet.  Compounds,  Preparations,  and  Con- 
moditie%  nude  from  nr  witb  Spirits,  aftsr  cou' 
roerated,  when  removed  from  Ireland  iolo 
England  or  Scotland,  or  from  Scotliad  into 
Enghnd  or  Iretand,  or  Aom  England  iMoSeol- 
tlsad  or  Ireland,  doceue  anddelemiBt;aod 
that  in'  1ie«  thereof,  there  be  rabed,  Inied, 
and  collected  on  the  said  several  Jdiitans, 
Componnds,  Prepantioni,  and  Cemswditiei, 
when  removed  frixn  Sootlaod  or  Ireland  into 
England,  the  respective  Counleiniling  Dalies 
of  Excbe  rollowing,  and  tliat  there  begnniid 
sod  allowed  on  the  removal  of  the  tme  Irosi 
EsglsBd  lo  SeoUsd  or  inelanii 
Drawbacks  fbllowinf,  that  it  U 
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^HuU, 


For  emy  OaAoa  ibenof 


SM«ri Spirit! of Vitre  ..' 

CutpluKaUd  Spiiiti 

Lainder  Water  uid  olhei 
Ferfumea,  being  S[Hriti 
Spirits  KeDtgd  wilh 
:&seDli«l  Oils,  Plowera, 
or  o(%er  iii|;TC4ienU 

Coapoand  SpinU  of  La- 
«aad«r 

SpiiiUof  BoHoufir      .. 

Sfint*  of  JBimonM 

SalTolatile      .. 

Friart'  BalMin 

Compound   l^ndure    of 


TiMtHe«fGw«nHi     .. 
TincUm  of  MjiHi 
TwclBre  of  Ginger 
Spirit  Varaiihei 
Cnlier  Tinclures  uxi  Me-' 

dicaud  Spirits 
Mode  WiBM  . . 


I      0    3 


m 


Beufaidoa  tfnti  v>,  u  were  tbeie  abo : 

SaolBtd,  That  the  Laws  KfBUting  lb*  t«- 
moTal  of  (he  «aid  Mixtura*,  Coapounda,  Pre- 
|Mratioii«,  and  Coraniodilies,  be  amended. 


1:9.  UB  WUCUUCU. 

nolwd,  Thai  pmision  be  made  for  resu- 
laliw  the  prepanng  and  niing  RoaHed  Malt 
in  ookMriag  Bmt. 

RtfolatioDt  lo  be  nporied. 


AdjfsnMd. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS, 
Fridi^,  AprillS,  1842. 


OitS 
■  BMOfUM  ton  4n  Hj— I  cf  ilc 
■awa  UM  Dua  TuM  ul  Kal&— 1Mb  Onaimtte 
Ouudiuu  of  the  Poo-liw  Unloo  of  Domftuii^  Jte 
tin  Snjiiin^oD  of  VtptarjBia  Umdidtr  [Inluidl,-. 
Fnni  JoliB  Ckifca,  imrtag  tut  lafiiif  Mo  imrila  ah- 
Boxlnii  QoHiiiNi  Hnr  rrcf^MBl  %  IHH  <i(  tka  CKw 


FgSOED    ExCHBQDSa   BiLU'   BlLL.I 

The  Duka  of  Wellington  moved  the  tbjra 
reading  of  thii  bill. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

Lord  Bnugheutt  presented  tvo  cl«iuaa, 
of  which  be  had  given  notice.  They  neee 
Uken  fron  the  58th  George  3rd,  c.  91, 
and  anotbtr  act,  and  bad  for  tlwir  abject 
lo  give  the  oonBuiiioosra  pomri  hi  iaaue 
a  certiftoate,  which  ihould  proteot  wit* 
NMiea  who  m^ht  give  evidenci  tlut  weuM 
oiherwiie  crinbate  tbeBteivea. 

Tlie  Earl  of  WicUim  feued  the  nadt 
of  ihoM  clawca  would  be  to  pnrant,  pw- 
hapi,  tba  punultincBt  of  gwlty  partiei, 
vbo  might  pot  themHivec  forwud  at  fint 
aad  take  the  commisaiooara  by  aorpriae. 

LMd  BroM^hoM  Hid,  the  objection  of 
hii  BoUa  Friend  waa  obTtaied  by  the  fact, 
that  no  time  waa  meniioned  within  wbicfa 
the  ceniAcate  wea  Lo  be  granted,  and  that 
in  Act  tbe  «oaianMtoners  would  have  a 
dweretionary  power  to  grant  or  refnae  a 
certificate  accofdisg  to  circBmstancei,  >o 
that  the  party  who  presented  himself  n  a 
wilneis  woald  do  so  with  the  perfect  know- 
ledge of  what  might  be  the  conaeqtience. 

Clauses  with  amendments  Agreed  to. 

Bill  passed. 

The  Maoistkact  op  Hull.]  The  Mar- 
quess  of  Normanhf  said,  he  felt  bound  to 
trenwss  for  a  few  minutes  on  the  attention 
of  tbeir  Lordships,  with  reference  to  a  sub- 
ject of  which  he  had  siven  notice,  and  he 
ml  the  less  scrapie  in  AtAng  so,  because 
the  question  was  one  of  coiuiderable  in* 
terest,  not  odIt  to  the  comnitinlty  from 
vhich  the  petitum  he  had  to  present  ema- 
nated, hot  to  several  other  corpoiate  eom- 
miroities.  HiIs  petition  ori^nated  !n  the 
excessive  addition  to  the  }iorotigfa  magit- 
tracy  of  KinKston.npon-HuU,  made  at  the 
last  year,    lliough  he  bad 
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notavei  various  comtnunicaliuiu  from  othei 


Of  Hull. 
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corporate  towns,  he  did  not  Teel  ihat  it  ffus 
necenar; — in  order  to  impren  on  their 
Lordshtpi  the  dinatiifactioii  which  the  pre- 
wut  ooune  of  the  GoTemiuent  excited — to 
enter  into  drtaili  u  to  ihe  grievsnces  which 
thoK  carponte  communities  complained  of. 


He  meant  to  confine  bis  obserration*  to  the 
preaent  petition,  and  to  make  one  or  two 
remarka  on  the  retumi  whicli  he  had  moved 
for,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  do  j  uatice 
to  the  caae  of  the  petitioners  without 
casually  alluding  to  them.  This  petition 
came  from  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  bur- 
gecsea  of  Kingston- upon  -  Hull.  They 
stated,  that  from  the  reign  of  Edward  3rd 
to  the  passini;  of  the  Municipal  Reform 
Act,  th^  ponessed  the  power  of  nomi- 
luitinK  their  own  maeistrates.  They  stated, 
that  in  the  interrnT  of  five  years  which 
elapaed  between  the  passing  of  the  Munt- 
dpal  Act  and  the  psst  year,  upon  the  nngle 
addition  which  was  made  to  the  borough 
tnagutratef,  a  communication  was  made  to 
the  councii,  and  their  recommendation  re- 
quired. They  complained,  that  in  the 
month  of  November  tait,  without  any  pre- 
vious communication  with  the  council,  they 
received  an  intimation  that  eight  Gentle- 
men had  been  added  to  the  commi' 
the  peace,  and  they  olgeclcd,  as  it  appeared 
to  bim  very  reasonably,  that  a  few  months 
before  tbiK  whole  the  number  of  twenty- 
four,  which  was  stated  to  be  the  general 
limit  of  the  maguitratcs  by  those  who  intro- 
duced the  aeti  was  complete.  Ibe  peti- 
tionen  concluded,  that  other  communitie: 
were  treated  in  a  similar  manner,  and  they 
ptsyed  forionie  legislative  remedy  for  what 
tbc^  considered  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of 
the  Munidpal  Act.  They  did  not  say, 
that thb  proceeding  was  illeEal,butheowned 
he  acreed  in  their  opinion,  that  it  was  an  ex- 
cessive and  improper  exerciie  of  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Crown.  The  number  of  boroueb 
mafpstrates  was  now  thirty- two.  He 
thought  it  unnecessary  to  impress  on  their 
Lordahipst  that  such  a  number  was  greater 
than  couM  posdbly  be  required  for  Sie  re- 
gular dia^HUve  of  the  dutiee  of  their  station. 
lltttr  LonUiips  must  be  aware,  that  a 
number  of  ma^strates  which  would  admit 
of  qieedy  eommunication,  was  the  best  that 
could  be  adtmted,  particularly  tn  the  pri- 
mary stwe  of  legu  praceedin^  8u^  a 
larae  awition,  too,  must  obviously  cause 
irrltatioai  when  tbe  cause  of  the  addition, 
though  not  avowed,  was  well  understood. 
The  eimsequence  must  be  an  unnecessarily 
full-  ■tWnaancB  on  days  of  bunnev,  and 


perhaps  some  differences  of  c^nion.  He 
did  not  merely  object  to  theincrease  in  the 
number  of  the  magiilnites  generally,  tnt 
eJso  to  the  manner  in  which  they  bad  been 
appointed.  He  did  not  thtnt  thet  the 
names  of  the  magiitrates  could  have  been 
selected  by  the  right  bon.  Baronet  at  the 
head  uf  the  Home  Department,  for  it  was 
imposrible  tiiat  be  could  have  had  ao  much 
lo(»l  kouwl^  of  all  the  boroughs  in  the 
kingdom,  as  to  have  been  able  to  nrnninate 
of  his  own  knowledge,  all  the  persons  who 
bud  been  added  to  the  commisaion  of  the 
peace,  but  tlie  right  hon.  Baronet  must  have 

St  his  information  from  political  parliaani. 
e  objected,  also,  to  the  time  at  whidi 
these  appcnntmentsbad  been  made,  namdy, 
just  afier  the  termination  of  a  geoenl  dec* 
tion,  when  party  feeling  nm  extremely  Ugk 
on  one  side  from  triumph,  and  od  the  otber 
from  discomfiture.  Why  was  it  pewaiy 
to  make  this  great  addirion  to  the  roegis* 
tracy  in  November  last  ?  The  number  of 
borough  masistrates,  previous  to  the  i«ss> 
ing  of  the  Municipal  Corporation  Act,  was 
about  650,  and  that  number  was  kept  up 
after  the  passing  of  that  act,  no  great  ad- 
dition having  been  made  until  the  end  of  last 
year,  when  364  magistrates  were  added. 
He  objected  to  such  an  addition  to  tbe  ma- 

S'ltracy  at  one  time.  He  regretted,  that 
e  return  lud  <m  the  Table  was  imperfect, 
as  it  did  not  eontftin  a  return  of  the  bo- 
rough magistracy  for  the  county  of  Lanca- 
shire. He  thought,  that  this  was  an  im- 
proper omission.  It  appeared, bower, from 
the  return  before  him,  that  364  nama  hod 
been  added  to  the  borough  magistracy,  and 
he  would  ask  tbe  noble  Lord  whedier  it 
were  possible  such  an  addition  could  have 
been  required  i  In  looking  to  this  addi- 
tion, it  was  desirable  to  look  to  theborougfaa 
in  which  the  addition  had  been  made. 
There  were  several  boroughs  whicb  did  not 
return  Members  to  Paniament.  and  in 
hardly  any  of  these  had  any  additional 
magistrates  been  appointed.  It  conU  not 
be  said,  that  this  aroee  from  their  insisni- 
ficaoce,  for  in  some  of  the  smallest  Par- 
liamentary boroughs  a  great  increase  bad 
been  made  in  tbe  borough  magistracy.  In 
the  borough  of  Hull,  where  a  great  pcditi- 
cal  triumph  had  just  been  gained  by  the 
party  opposite,  eight  new  magistrates  had 
been  appoint^,  and  he  had  no  doubt  but 
that  these  gentlemen  had  taken  an  active 
part  in  tbe  election.  Again,  in  Bath, 
where  the  party  opposite  had  been  signally 
defeated,  it  was  considered  newsnry  to 
give  some  eooouragement  to  their  putisnu* 
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tnd  theKfbre  he  presumed  a  great  addition 
had  been  made  in  the  number  of  magii^ 
tiatei.  It  waa  not  the  inn^ificapce  of  a 
place  which  led  to  ita  being  exempted  from 
thi:!  addition  to  its  maf^tracy,  provided  it 
was  a  parliamentary  borough,  for  he  found 
that  in  Buckingham,  firetit  Grimst^,  and 
Harwich,  a  great  number  of  new  magii- 
trateahad  been  appointed.  Again,  in  Not- 
tingham and  Sunderland,  in  which  places 
NOtarkahte  political  conteats  had  been  car- 
ried on,  a  great  addition  had  been  made  t<i 
the  magistracy.  He  found  that  ninety  new 
raa^stiatea  had  been  appointed  in  one  day. 
With  respect  to  the  magistiatei  at  HuU, 
the  ri^t  boa.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  the 
Hone-office,  it  might  be  supposed,  might 
be  inftueaoed  by  feelings  of  personal  consi- 
deration,  in  consequence  of  bis  former  con- 
nection with  the  place;  but  be  very  much 
questioned  whether,  twenty  years  ago,  the 
nght  hon.  Gentleman  with  his  strong  polu 
tical  feeliags,  would  not  hare  held  these 
eieht  gentlemen  whom  he  had  now  ap- 
pointed in  abhmrence,  in  consequence  of 
thdr  political  opinions.  The  petitioneri 
also  complained  that  the  name  of  Dr.  AI- 
denoD,  one  of  the  new  magistrates,  bad 
been  placed  at  the  head  <rf  the  list  (tf  mi  „ 
ttates.  In  complaining  of  this,  tliey  were 
infocmed  that  it  was  cuatomary  to  place 
magistrates  tm  the  list  according  to  their 
TMU.  Tb^  were  not  satisfied  with  this, 
but  wrote  up  to  the  Herald's  College  on 
the  subject  of  their  respective  rank,  and 
they  were  replied  to  by  Bluemantle,  who 
informed  them  that  the  academical  degree 
of  doctor  of  medicine  did  not  give  a  supe- 
liotitf  of  rank.  The  right  hon.  Baronet, 
wh«)  fiiU  applied  to  on  the  subject,  said, 
that  he  knew  nothing  about  the  matter. 
There  was,  however,  another  doctor  besides 
Dr.  Alderson  in  the  magistracy  of  the 
place,  namely.  Dr.  Chalmen,  the  mayor  of 
the  town,  and  this  gentleman  had  not  been 
treated  in  the  same  way.  There  was  also 
a  knight  on  the  list,  namely.  Sir  William 
LowtDorp,  who  he  should  have  thought 
would  have  been  allowed  to  have  stood 
high  in  the  list,  if  rank  was  to  be  taken 
as  the  rule,  but  it  appeared  that  the  prin- 
ciple was  not  acted  upon  in  his  case.  He 
did  not  know  whether  the  Jmniduction  of 
any  legislative  measure  on  the  subject,  in 
either  ^at  or  the  other  House,  was  likely 
to  be  attended  with  success;  but  he  was 
satisfied,  with  the  petitioners,  if  this  system 
which  had  lately  been  acted  on  was  to  be 
persisted  in,  it  would  bring  the  appoint- 
ment of  borough  magistrates  into  contempt. 


The  ZW  Chanallor  taii,  I  eonfeis,  my 
Lwda,  I  feel  rather  enitefiil  to  my  nolde 
Friend  the  noble  Marquess  for  having 
called  your  Lordships'  attention  to  this 
petition,  because  many  ohaervadons  have 
been  nwde  from  time  to  time  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  borough  magistrates 
have  been  recently  appointed;  and,  as  the 
reqwnsibility  of  these  appointments  rests 
with  me,  although,  as  my  noble  Friend 
haa  corra:tly  stated,  I  have  conferred  with 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  as  to  the 
manner  of  filling  up  the  commissiuns,  I 
am  desirous  uf  satisfying  your  Lordships 
of  the  propriety  of  the  course  we  have 
pursued.  Now,  my  Lords,  before  referring 
to  the  general  remarks  made  by  the  noUe 
Marquess,  allow  me  to  direct  your  atten- 
tion for  a  few  moments  to  the  corporatioD 
of  Hull,  from  u  hich  this  petition  emanates, 
as  an  instance  to  satisfy  your  Ixirdships 
that  her  Majesty's  Government  have  acted 
with  moat  perfect  correctness  in  these 
matters.  When  the  Corporation  Act  was 
passed,  and  it  became  necessary  to  new.. 
model  the  magistracy,  magistrates  were 
appointed,  ami.ng  other  puces,  for  the 
borough  of  HulL  Twenty-three  magis- 
trates were  appointed.  Did  those  persons 
who  at  that  time  made  the  appidntments 
to  which  I  refer  exercise  the  prerogative 
of  the  Crown  without  reference  to  party 
or  Parliamentary  objects?  Out  of  the 
twenty- three  msgisliates  so  appointed,  fbur 
were  Conservatives,  and  nineteen  of  the 
other  colour  in  politics.  I  don't  mean  to 
say  they  were  all  precisely  of  the  same 
party,  but  there  were  nineteen  wh<nu  I 
might  characterise  as  Whigs  and  Radicals 
— all  of  ^em  steady  supporters  of  the 
Government,  the  greater  portion  of  them 
zealous,  warm,  eager,  and  active  partisans. 
Such  was  the  composition  of  that  magis- 
tracy up  to  the  time  when  the  present 
Ministry  came  into  power.  Two  of  those 
whom  I  have  designated  Conservative 
magistrates  never  acted ;  one  redded  at  a 
distance,  and  the  other,  from  ill-health, 
was  unable  to  act.  The  magistracy  of  the 
borough,  therefore,  was  of  one  colour  in 
politics — as  I  have  described  them— warn), 
cealouH,  active  partisans.  If  the  preceding 
Government  followed  the  course  I  have 
pointed  out,  I  ask  your  Lordships  what 
course  it  was  our  duty  to  pursue  when  we 
came  into  office  7  I  will  tell  you  what  we 
did.  We  added  to  the  list  of  magistrates, 
OS  my  noble  Friend  hosstaled,  thenamesi^ 
eight  persons  of  respectability,  of  cl 
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of  atatiw,  of  wc^lrt,  m  the  barongb  oT 
KkU.  NoimpuntHO  iistteBpled  W  be 
cart  OR  thne  wppiiBUmean,  foaaiti  on  the 
diancten  af  IheiB  iodividialA  Tbe^  were 
CoMemliMS ;  and  I  Mk  joar  LordiUpi 
wbctbet,  cotuidetne  the  diancter  of  the 
bench  a*  it  exbtea  up  to  that  time,  we 
were  not  juctified  in  the  eoune  we  pur. 
soed,  whether,  in  abort,  it  waa  not  our 
-  dulj  to  ad<^  it,  and  thu^  in  nme  degree^ 
to  dHute  and  wAea  that  spirit  of  partiaan- 
ship  which  ap  to  that  time  e:(i3tM  in  the 
borough?  If  mrconTdaint  iito  be 
mo<it  aMtiredlj  it  ou^t  not  to  pi 
from  tbe  itoUe  MarqueaB  and  hia  Fi 
It  mi^tt  nther  hare  been  esqiected 
proeecd  from  out  own  part7,  bean 
JBnead  of  doin^  that  which  we  had  the 
power  of  doing— appmntjng  a  niimbar  of 
naagiitntea  to  gi*e  us  a  Toajorhj,  we  ovij 
adoM  e^jbt,  reenng  two  to  one  againit 
the  party  we  lepreiented.  Whj  did  we 
pniaue  nieh  a  emme  f  Becatiae,  niy  Lord^ 
we  felt  that  to  act  with  temper,  to  act 
wJA  pwdcration,  to  act  with  Arbeanme, 
was  the  best  coorse  that  eould  be  taken  for 
the  purpoae  of  puttii^  an  end  to  paitf 
fhads  and  Xtpatea,  which  ought  never  t» 
diiplaj'  themidTCa  on  the  bendi  of  magli 
tnite^  aor  influence  the  admidatiadoa  ot 
jnaliee,  or  the  perfernKmoe  of  mj  of  dnie 
imiMUrW  datiea  which  bcJonv  to  that 
cla«  of  penrais.  if  aw,  I  appeu 
LRdsh^  irtiether  we  were  not  joidfied 
in  iha  enuae  we  pursued;  wfartheg  we 
crald  have  pnnoed  anj  other 
whether  it  Ha  in  the  aaoulha  of  thoae 
(who  had  acted  in  the  apirit  of  partaaan- 
abip  is  appmndng  nagittratei)  M  attack 
ua,  hecaow  we  have  attempted  to  difate 
and  tentper  Aar  pwty  eonduet,  and  render 
it  les  oStmAve  to  the  inhahitanta  of  the 
town  in  question  ?  But  ray  neUe  Friend 
alao  Btsted,  that  we  had  done  wrong,  ht- 
.  atrandh  u  we  bad  iiicreaaed  tbe  number  of 
magtatratestoauckanextenl.-  The  origina) 
number  waa  twenty- three ;  two  had  ifaue 
died,  two  had  mnaved  from  tbe  place,  three 
never  qualified ;  ao  that  in  point  al  fmt 
the  number  wa*  redoeed  to  nxteen — all  of 
one  party.  What  waa  to  be  done  f  We 
addm  eight,  mafcinff  in  x)l  twenty-four, 
and  leaving,  at  I  before  Hated,  two  to  one 
poKtically  agidnst  us.  My  noble  Friend 
ha*  mixed  op  with  this  very  wrioas  subject 
a  foertion  which  does  amear  to  me  sone- 
what  ludiooua,  name)^,  the  rank  and 
poaitioa  of  the  penom  named  in  the  com- 
i^mton.  Doea  he  mean  to  say  that  the 
Osvammmt  ever  interfere  with  tbe  ar- 


OTwry  otba 
their  deacvip 
lo  the  CR>wn-« 
tbe  officera  of  that  fstahliibment  placet 
them  in  tbe  commiiaon  acctvding  to  the 
iwd[  eac^  appeared  to  poMe«i  by  the  re- 
turn. Now,  my  Lotds,  having  ssud  thui 
mud)  ai  lo  the  botoo^  of  HuH,  I  wiafa, 
with  leferenoe  to  tlie  general  qucatiooi  tu 
potnt  oat  to  your  Loidahipa  and  tLe  public 
tbe  coarse  whidt  tbe  Govemncmt  have 
porsued.  Where  thev  found  in  Kay  nir- 
■       •   '      ■     •      th«mW 


tienlar  borough  or  boiongha  Aat  tl 


„     *x- 

dmvtiy  of  one  clan,  or  •  great  majority 
of  that  dam,  they  acted  aa  they  did  in  tbe 
borDHgb  of  Hull— addi^  a  mall  sunber 
of  Conservatives  for  the  voy  ptupoae  I 
have  Mated,  bntalwqyacaKfiiByBfaMaiiui^ 
to  add  anch  a  nmRbcar  as,  to  oe  a  «>mintm 
and  vul^  phrase,  to  awan^  Uie  cKiatii^ 
conmisaion.  We  wished  to  act  mocfe- 
lately,  to  show  the  power  we  [x— .mod, 
but  at  the  aame  tine  not  to  show  It  av  m 
to  give  oienaa  to  the  other  party-— to 
eviitce,  in  shott,  a  diqxiaition  tn  W  node- 
we  weia  denroua  on 


.  in  the  )  , 
on  the  ens  paat  might  produtn  a 
pmdinc  fiMllng  on  the  oAer.  In  no  ia- 
staaee,  I  heUcn^  can  a  can  be  nentiooed 
where  the  power  haa  boon  aaeaciied  ftv  the 
purpoae  of  giving  »  majority  of  Ca 
tivemagistrateakisajansof  the  ht 

to  vbiw  the  noble  Afarqwm  bun 

Are  wey  than,  i^  Lord«  without  Ri^ority 
for  the  prinriple  on  wUch  wn  proeeedad  ^ 
I  am  dMaroUB  of  durectittg  tahe  attention  of 
the  ncUe  Mnigni  to  an  autboei^  which 
1  am  wra  ha  wiU  bo  diipoaed  to  treat  with 
the  utmoat  respect  I  roaemhar  mrsdf 
the  oceanoa  to  which  I  am  about  Is  xOm. 
A  noble  Baron,  now  no  man,  for  whom  I 
pentmally  entertained  the  grestett  regard, 
and  who  had  strong  political  Frkodi  sad 
attadnaenta  in  this  Hooie,  won  a  di»- 
ctuBon  aomewbot  aimilar  to  Uie  peaen^ 
exprcaied  himself  in  these  toms — 

"  Hie  tmI  responsibility  of  tppoiBtiog  an- 
RisUates  neu  witk  tbe  Lord  CbaeeelloT,  aad 
It  is  tbe  duly  of  tbsl  h%h  fuectionsry  to 
raeotumead  only  sucb  pstxoas  as  ha  dieati 
duly  qaalified  to  discharge  tbe  imporuut  duties 
reposed  in  them.  I  do  not  mssn  to  impup) 
the  moiites  oi  question  tbe  actions  of  men  of 
any  political  party ;  but  in  common,  I  beliere, 
with  the  great  mass  of  the  country,  I  dihik  if 
— m  of  one  particniar  claw  dona  are  adaiMsd 

this  importaat  efic*^  Ikeugb  jaslice  ilirif 
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nmj  bM  becoRupted,  the  adniaiMratioa  of  il 
nqr  b*  Nb)«ct  to  doobt  ud  mpidoD." 

Now  I  lalce  on  myaelf  to  ny  tliat  only 
in  cases  where  there  wu  tt  Urong  prepon- 
derance, and  in  gome  cases  there  was  almost 
an  ezdunve  colour  of  political  opinions  in 
the  magistracy,  did  we  think  it  right  to 
interfere.  My  noble  Friend  who  sits  near 
the  noble  Marquess  (Lord  Melbourne) 
expressed  himself  upon  tbe  same  occasion 
in  these  tenns: — 

"  It  is  mT  opinion  tlial  there  thould  be  an 
admixtute  of  Ihe  opiniom  of  bolb  parties." 

It  was  upon  that  principle,  my  Lords, 
that  we  acted.  We  fek  that,  if  poanble, 
we  ought  to  expel  puiy  ijnrit  altc^ether 
from  Uie  bench,  and  the  only  chance  we 
SAW  of  doine  that  was,  that  persons  of  both 
pditifsl  eobun  ahoijd  be  placed 
The  aeUe  MarmMss  hat  referred  to  certMn 
ratimia  on  the  Table,  foe  the  inrpose  of 
showing  that  within  a  liniteo  period  a 
l«gB  nanber  of  penoas  bad  been  added 
t0  the  commiidan.  I  am  unwilling  tn  go 
i>to  detail!  or  out  of  thia  parUcuIar  petitian, 
but  as  tbe  Dohle  Harqoesa  has  thrown  out 
■  didlenge  to  m^  I  must  beg  your  Lord- 
da^  to  reoailect  the  orcuastaBcce  under 
wlucb  het  Muesty'a  Government  acted  in 
tka  aituatian  m  wMoh  they  wkb  placed 
and  I  wQl  dte  ■  few  initanrna  for  we  pur 
poae  of  justifying  the  coarse  we  have  taken 
My  Lordly  1  moIm  it  does  qipear  to  mt 
meat  extnoidinaiy  that,  after  the  course 
so  long  pursued  by  our  \mtittuton  in 
oSe^  tbe  noble  Harqitesa  should  have 
havu^bt  fiirward  a  eharge  of  this  dtaerip* 
tion,  mfpacted  by  such  obearatioaa  ta  be 
baa  Base  in  pteaenting  this  petitkei  to 
raor  LceddtH*.  Take  6rsl  the  ease  of 
VarBouth;  then  were  mneteen  raogi*- 
tralee  appointed,  one  ConsarraliTe  and 
ekhteen  violent  polidcat  !■■■•*«»«  ef  Ibo 
other  side.  That  is  one  inaUnce,  and  a 
striking  instance,  of  tbe  course  pursued  by 
our  preoeceasow  in  office.  But  the  eoUb 
Mai^ucaa  said  they  bed  conaalied  the 
town-councils  and  took  their  opituoos. 
Mow,  I  will  initaace  to  your  lordships 
tbe  borough  of  Oiuldfard ;  there  was  a 
majori^  of  Conservatives  in  that  bo- 
rough, aod  tbe  town-counal  were  called 
upon  to  return  the  names  of  those  who 
should  be  ^tpointed  magistrates.  They 
did  make  a  return,  containing  a  ma- 
jority of  Conservatives  Borre^miding  to 
their  own  political  character.  Klwt  did 
the  aaUe  Secretary  of  State  do?  He 
ay|HBDted  ibor  magatratei    one  Conserva- 
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tive  and  threo  Radicals.  Is  the  iwUe 
Marquess  then  the  proper  pernm  to  come 
forward  as  be  has  bMii|^t,  and  twit  us 
with  the  partiality  c^  onr  ai^intmenli  to 
the  magistracy  f  We  felt  it  r%bt  to  do 
what  ve  could  to  oorrect  the  peitiatitj'  of 


the 


of  tbe  pren^tive,  becam 


would  not  be  trampted  under  foot  by 
uur  omments;  but,  of  all  persons,  the 
noUe  Marquess  !■  the  last  man  who  sfcouM 
have  coioplained  of  tbe  conrse  we  have 
adopted.  TakeBnotberinstaDce,my  Lords; 
take  the  ease  of  Wigan;  all  the  magistrates 
appointed  by  the  last  Government  con- 
sisted of  Whigs  and  Radicals  without 
exception.  Tbe  noble  Marquess  talked  of* 
acting  upon  the  opinion  of  town^coun* 
dllors.  I  will  give  your  Lordslnpa  another 
case;  Rochester  was  equally  balanced,  with 
two  Comervatives  and  two  warm  bu|>- 
porters  of  the  Government.  The  tcnra- 
rmmcil  sent  up  a  Hst;  but  what  was  dene 
by  the  Government?  They  appointed  nz 
d  their  own  party,  and  no  others,  to  the 
magistracy  in  that  borourii.  Tbst  my 
ni^e  Friend  the  noble  Marquess,  after 
this,  should  have  had  the  face  to  make 
these  diarges  agsiost  us,  notwithstanding 
soeh  a  course  adopted  by  himself,  does 
greatly  astonish  me.  But  I  will  give 
your  Lordships  another  iMtane^—Coven- 
try.  The  town  and  dty  of  Coventry  had 
twelve  magistntes.  How  were  they  mar- 
Hy  noUe  Friend  tbe  noUe 
asks  me  how  I  know  wheAer 
Ihe  parties  appointed  weteWhigs,  Radicnls, 
or  Conservatives.  I  will  teD  your  Letd- 
shtps.  Of  the  twelve  magtatratea  of  Co- 
ventry, eight  were  on  the  committee  of 
the  Members  who  were  returned  1^  the 
party  of  the  noUe  Marquea;  the  fbur 
othns  had  no  voles  for  Cavesrtty,  but 
they  had  voiea  for  the  county,  and  of 
tbeaa  Aree  voted  for  the  Wh^  Menc 
ber,  and  the  fourth  was  the  Whig 
Member  himself;  so  that  in  this  city 
ot  Coventry  thm  were  twdve  of  Uie 
Whig  and  Radical  party  maciati^ea.  And 
what  did  ve  do  ?  Nut  bemg  disposed  to 
Imitate  the  couiae  pursued  by  the  noUe 
Marquess,  we  contented  onnelvea  with 
making  ooe-tbiid  of  tlie  magistral  Con- 
sorativea.  There  is  another  inatano^— 
Leicester,  in  which  ncariy  the  same  thii^ 
oeourred;  there  were  ten  magiatratea  in 
Leicester,  of  whom  nine  voted  for  EUia 
and  Basthope  So  that  your  Lordshipa 
will  perceive  the  non  we  pursue  the  lot 
tbe  more  we  ind  ibis  system  to  have  pte- 
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Tuled.  In  Pljmouth,  ratuTning  two 
Momben,  who  haA  conitantlT  supported 
the  Gorennnent,  there  were  only  aeven 
ma^Mntes ;  five  roted  in  the  county  for 
the  noble  Secretary  of  State,  and  but  one, 
I  believe,  waa  a  Conservative.  In  Bristol 
there  waa  a  great  desire  to  get  rid  of  all 
feuda  and  diTisioos  with  reipect  to  the 
appointment  of  magittratefl,  and  what 
coune  wat  pursued  i  Twelve  namea  were 
returned  for  one  party,  and  twelve  for  the 
other.  But  what  was  the  result  f  Were 
thoie  twenty-four  appointed  ?  No.  Lord 
J.  Ruiaell  appointed  twelve  Radicals  and 
six  of  the  other  party,  giving  himself  a 
majority  of  two  to  one,  directly  the  reverie 
of  what  her  Majesty's  present  Government 
bad  done.  Now  Teaily,  afUr  tbii  ex- 
pnritkm,  can  your  Lordships,  can  the 
country,  be  ■urprised  that  to  a  certain 
degree  we  attempted  to  remedy  this  state 
of  thinffs  i  Where  five  or  six  magistrates 
were  of  the  opposite  party  we  added  two 
or  three  j  where  there  were  axteen  or 
eighteen  we  added  eight ;  and,  in  running 
through  the  lift,  I  do  not  believe  you  will 
find  any  instance  in  which  the  number  we 
added  was  equal  to  that  formerly  in  the 
Gomminion  of  the  other  party.  For  the 
due  eserdse  of  this  prerogatiTe  of  the 
Crown  I  certainly  consider  myself  respon- 
able.  I  communicated,  as  I  before  stated, 
with  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  endea- 
voured to  obtain  from  the  best  aourcea  all 
the  information  we  required.  1  feel  con- 
fident that  we  selected  those  who  from 
their  station,  character,  and  respectability 
would,  but  for  their  politics,  have  been 
placed  in  the  commisrion  by  our  prede- 
cessors; and  I  uncerely  hope  that  the 
course  we  have  pursued  will  not  only  be 
■atisfactory  to  your  Lordships  and  the 
country,  but  tend  essentially  to  put  an  end 
to  those  fends  and  animosities  which  when 
extended  to  the  bench  must  interfere  most 
injuriously  with  the  due  administration  of 
justice. 

The  Marquess  of  Normanbjf  said,  that 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  had  not  dea]t 
fiurly  with  the  case.  In  Guildford,  for 
example,  there  was  but  one  Whig  magis- 
trate, and,  tbough  an  application  bad  been 
made  to  him  to  appoint  others,  he  had  re- 
fused. The  noble  and  learned  Lord  bad 
been  incorrectly  ioformed,  and  as  to  all  the 
cases  he  had  mentioned,  they  had  been 
discussed  at  the  time,  and  all  the  appoint- 
ments had  been  made  at  the  recommenda- 
limt  of  the  town- councils,  except  at  Ro- 
chester, where  there  was  no  town-council 


in  operatioa  at  the  rime.  The  four  oi 
five  cases  which  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  had  mentioned  would  not  maintaia 
his  all^Uon.  The  late  Government  bad 
applied  for  information  to  a  public  body, 
tuit  the  present  Government  had  taken  their 
information  from  private  partisans  of  their 
own. 

The  Earl  of  WincMiea  was  |lad  to  find 
that  the  present  Government  bad  taken 
some  measures  to  restore  the  borough 
magistracy  to  what  it  should  be.  Aa  to 
Rochester,  he  had  before  stated  to  the 
House,  and  he  stated  agaio,  that  a  more 
glaring  abuse  of  power  had  never  been 
committed  by  any  Government.  Both 
parties  had  been  equal,  and  the  late  Go- 
vernment had  appointed  sii  persons,  who 
were  tbe  strongest  partisans  o(  their  own, 
to  the  utter  disgust  of  the  inbabitanta, 
Tbe  noble  Marquess  would  take  nothing 
by  his  motion  but  an  exposure  of  hia  sya- 
(em  of  partisaoship. 

Lord  CoUenham  wished  to  know  what 
was  the  course  about  to  be  adopted  in  the 
appointment  of  magistrates.    He  wished 
to  Know  xhether  the  present  Goverument 
would  adhere  to  the  course  adopted  by  the 
late  Government,  of  consulting  the  town 
council,  or  whether  they  were  about  to 
adopt  another  course  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  information  aa  to  tboee    they 
were  about  to    appoint  as  magistrates? 
His  noble  and  learned  Friend  had  recently 
appointed  364  magistrates.     Now  it  waa 
totally  impossible  that  these  should  have 
been  nominated  bj  him  on  his  personal 
knowledge;  hemust  havehadsomesourcea 
of  information  respectiog  these  persona. 
The  holder  of  the  Great  Seal  must  in  such 
a  case  depend  upon  the  iofonnation  com- 
muoicBted  to  him  by  others.     According 
to  tbe  former  practice,  there  was  a  local 
authority,  to  whom  reference  could   be 
made,  and  who  must  have  a  knowledge  of 
the  character  of  the  individuals  recom- 
mended.    Was  snch  a  body  henceforth  to 
be  consulted,  or  was  his  noble  Friend  to 
depend  upon   the  iuformation  cominuni- 
cated  to  him  by  individuals,  who,  thnn^ 
well  known  to  nim,  might  not  be  kooim 
to  others?      He  waot^  to  know  which 
class  of  persons  were  to  be  consulted  i  a 
public  body  or  private  individuals?  If  that 
body  were  not  to  be  consulted,  if,  in  fu- 
ture, magistrates   were  to   be  appointed 
without  refierrittg  to  that  body,  the  neit 
question  was,  what  authority  trat  to  be 
consulted  ?      Was  the  Great  Seiil  to  bs 
affixed  to  coromissiooB  on  the  inforinilicn-, 
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of  such  persons  as  might  have  access  to 
the  holder  of  the  Gredt  Seal — persons  who 
might  be  actuated  by  the  purest  motives— 
who  might  act  most  properly  iu  the  advici 
they  gave,  and  the  information  they  ten< 
dered,  but  still  who  had  do  responsible 
diaracter  to  which  the  public  could  look, 
and  judge  as  to  how  they  performed  that 
duty?  His  noble  and  iearned  Friend 
must,  indeed,  have  a  most  extensive  ac- 
quaintance with  the  inhabitants  of  the 
boroughs,  if  upon  his  own  knowledge  he 
appointed  364  maj^istrates.  This  was 
impossibility,  and  therefore  there  were, 
must  be  seen,  onlr  two  ways  in  which  the 
thing  could  be  done.  It  must  be  done, 
either  upon  communication  with  the  town- 
council,  acting  in  the  foce  of  the  public, 
and  responsible  for  the  dutirs  they  per- 
formed ;  or  it  must  take  place  through 
those  who  chanced  to  have  access  to  Ihc 
holder  of  the  Great  Seal,  Was  the  former 
practice  to  be  acted  upon  or  abandoned  ? 
That  was  a  tery  important  question,  and 
to  it  no  answer  hm  aa  yet  been  given. 
His  noble  and  learned  Friend  had  gone 
through  various  instances  of  abuse;  to  do 
this,  his  noble  and  learned  Friend  must 
hare  had  considerable  asststance  from  va- 
rious  sources;  but  then  it  was  to  be 
observed,  that  what  his  noble  and  learned 
Friend  referred  to  had  occurred  before 
1836,  and  alt  these  matters  had  been  dis- 
cussed before,  and  satisfactorily  disposed 
of.  In  all  the  canes  referred  to  by  his 
nohle  and  learned  Friend,  he  could  point 
but  to  two  instances  where  the  appoint- 
ment of  magistrates  was  at  variance  with 
thu  recommendation  of  the  towD'COuncil. 
These  were  Guildford  and  Bristol.  There 
were  only  these  two  cases  ;  he  had  not  now 
the  information  which  would  enable  him 
to  reply  to  them.  By  adopting  the  re- 
commendations of  the  town  councils  who 
were  chosen  by  the  people,  the  majority  of 
the  magistrates  in  the  towns  were  neces- 
sarily of  the  politics  of  the  majority  of  the 
iohabitanls.  If  they  were  to  have  a 
political  character  at  all,  he  thought  it  was 
better  that  it  should  be  that  of  the 
majority  of  the  inhabitants  than  any  other. 
No  greet  evil  could  follow  from  this ;  for  if 
the  opinion  of  the  inhabitants  was  con- 
sulted, then  the  town-council  would  re- 
commend persons  to  be  magistrates  who 
were  of  their  poHtics,  and  thus  the  evil,  if 
it  were  one,  would  be  corrected, 

Tbe  Lord  Chancellor  referred  to  Cam- 
bridge, He  thought  his  noble  Friend  did 
not  mean  to  refer  to  individual  cases, 

VOULXII.    {£S} 


Lord  CoUenham :  Yes ;  but  his  noble 
and  learned  Friend  brought  forward  indi- 
vidual cases;  and  he  was  now  endeavouring 
to  answer  them.  He  had  no  doubt  of  the 
statements  made.  They  might  be  correct, 
or  they  might  not.  His  noble  and  learned 
Friend  possessed  on  this  point  advantagea 
now,  of  which  lie  himself  was  no  longer 
possessed.  For  his  own  part,  he  did  not 
know  why  there  ought  to  be  a  different 
principle  adopted  as  to  borough  magistrates, 
ftom  that  which  prevailed  as  to  county 
magistrates.  The  Lord  Chancellor  was 
responsible  for  both,  and  must  in  each  case 
obtain  his  information  from  others.  It  had 
long  been  the  habit  in  the  counties  to 
receive  such  information  from  the  Lord- 
lieuteoant.  [The  Duke  of  Wellington  ; 
From  the  Gustos  Eotulorura.]  Yea,  to  re- 
ceive information  from  the  Lord-lieutenant 
in  that  character.  The  usual  course  was, 
to  apply  to  the  Lord-lieutenant ;  but  that 
was  only  for  information.  The  noble  Duke, 
hnivever,  did  not  seem  to  concur  with  him. 
[The  Duke  of  fVellinglon :  Not  entirely.;] 
It  was  the  duty  of  tbe  Great  Seal  not  only 
to  take  its  information  from  the  Lord-lieu- 
tenant, but  it  was  also  the  duty  of  the 
Great  Seal  to  esercise  a  discretion  with 
respect  to  that  information ;  and  also  to 
obtain  information  elsewhere,  if  that  was 
necessary.  How,  then,  was  the  Great  Seal 
to  act  in  boroughs,  without  some  such  as- 
sistance ?  There  was  no  particular  indi- 
vidual in  the  l>oroughs,  like  a  Lord-lieu- 
tenant  in  the  county,  to  whom  the  Great 
Seal  could  apply,  but  then  there  was  a 
body  established  there  who  mutt  be  pecu^ 
liarly  qualified  to  know  who  ought  to  be 
appointed  tu  the  magistracy.  Their  effi- 
ciency was  proved  by  the  good  opinion 
entertained  of  them  by  the  inhabitants 
who  had  nominated  them  to  the  town- 
council.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  say, 
that  the  magistrates  ought  to  be  nomi. 
noted  or  elected  by  the  town-council, 
though  that  would  not  be  inconsistent 
with  their  ancient  instituttons.  He  did 
not  mean  that  there  should  be  in  this 
measure  a  restoration  of  the  ancient  sys- 
tem, or  an  alteration  of  tbe  existing  sys- 
tem; but  if  they  were  not  to  have  recourse 
to  the  town-council  for  information,  to 
horn  was  the  Great  Saa]  to  apply  for 
that  information  ?  He  wished  his  noble 
Friend  to  state  whether  the  system  hith- 
erto pursued  was  to  be  adhered  to  for  tbe 
future,  or  whether  his  noble  and  learned 
Friend  would  consider  it  more  consistent 
with  his  duty,  and  for  the  ultimate  weU 


y  Google 


515 


The  itagiitracy 


{LORDS J 


ttf  Hull. 


Ria 


five  of  tie  country,  that  the  Great  Seal 
should  not  make  xaj  reference  to  a  public 
body,  but  take  bis  iafonnation  froni  the 
Secretary  of  State  alone,  who  muit  hare 
his  informatiOD  from  that  given  to  him  bj 
olhen  1^  irhoin  the  public  koev  nothing  ? 
Lord  Brougham  said,  before  hii  noble 
and  learned  Friend  on  the  Woolsack  an- 
swered tbii  queitiott,  he  withed  to  say  a 
few  words.  He  naa  glad  the  noble  Mar- 
queM  had  broached  this  subject,  for  nothing 
could  be  more  important  than  the  selection 
of  the  local  magistracy.  His  noble  and 
learned  Friend  (Lord  Coltenhara)  hod  re- 
minded their  Lordshipa  of  the  course  pur- 
sued In  the  appointment  tf  eounty  ma^s- 
trales,  and  thought  that  a  rimilar  course 
should  be  followed  with  reapect  to  bDroush 
magistrates.  The  course  pursued  by  the 
Great  Seal  fur  a  long  series  of  years  in  ap- 
pointing county  magistrates,  in  order  to 
secure  persons  respectable  in  regard  to  sta. 
lion  as  well  as  local  knowledge  for  the  com- 
mission of  the  pe«ce,  was  to  take  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Lord -lieutenant,  theGreat 
Eleal  having  the  undoubted  discretion  t( 
jeol  or  adopt  the  recommendation ;  but, 
unless  there  was  some  reason  for  the  rejec- 
tion, the  recommendation  of  the  Lord-lieu- 
lenant  was  deemed  sufficient-  But  it  did 
aa  happen,  tliat  when  be  held  the  Gieat 
Seal,  he  heard  one  perpetual  complaint  from 
different  counties  of  the  course  pursued  in 
taking  the  recommeDdadons  of  Lords- 
UsuteMot.  It  was  said,  that  the  Lords- 
lieutenant  wen  all  Tories  or  next  thing 
1o  it;  that  if  hs  confined  himself  ts 
their  ncoDBOMadatioiu^  all  the  magis 
tntes  in  the  oonntiy  would  be  of  one 
deseriptioa  of  (^nion^  and  during  the 
four  years  he  held  thia  Great  Seal  he 
was  heiieged  with  these  complaints  about 
the  eounty  magistsates,  and  of  his  too 
much  following  the  recommendations  of 
the  Lords- lieu  tenant,  hut  eapecially  dur- 
ing the  first  two  years.  In  1833,  or  the 
end  of  1832,  there  was  a  new  election, 
and  be  observed  in  some  counties  i 
iMre  than  ordinary  number  of  recom- 
mendations from  Lords-lieutenant  to  au- 
pmnt  pertcma  justices  of  the  peace.  He 
east  about  to  conuder  why  it  was  that  at 
that  particular  time,  December  1833,  and 
January  1833,  there  should  be  auch  an  ac- 
tivity in  discovering  the  fitness  of  persons 
far  the  exercise  of  judicial  functions,  and 
so  extraordinary  a  development  of  judicial 
capacity.  He  was  bound  to  say,  in  no  in- 
stance was  a  perwn  recommended  who  wai 
not  fit  and  proper;  yet  it  would  appeal 


that,  but  for  the  incid»)t  of  the  general 
elacti(Hi,   he  should   never  have  beard     a 
word  of  the  fitness  of  those  individuals  for 
magistracy.     It  was  uiggested,    how- 
ever, that  he  ought  to  inquire  whether  all 
such    aptitude    was  ceooentrated    in    the 
individuals  so  reoommeoded  by  the  Liwd- 
lieutenant,  and  he  applied  to  several  Whig 
Members,  asking  them  whether  they  Icnaw 
of  any  other  fit  penons,  and  whether  thay 
had  any  objection  to  those  who  had  been 
recommended.     The  answer  was,  they  had 
no  objection  to  the  persons  recommendad. 
"  Can  you  suggest  any  others  i"     "  Yes.*' 
Ho  thereupon  called  on  some  Whig  tAeva^ 
bers  to  send  lists,  whioh  he  communicated 
to  the  U>rd-Iieutenent  for  examination  artd 
objection,  as  he  did  the  Lird-lieutenant'a 
lists  to  the  Whig  Members;  and  he  did     . 
not  recollect  that  any  one  objection  had  bean 
proposed  of  any  weight,  save  in  the  instance 
of  one  person,  objected  to  as  being  a  manu- 
facturer, conformably  with  the  ^aUiihed 
rule  not  to  appoint  persons  so  circumstanced, 
for  the    obvious  reason   that   they    might 
be  interested  in  disputes  between  masten 
and  men  on  the  subject  of  wages,  and  with 
that  eiception   they  were   all  aj^ntad. 
He  was  aware  that  the  course  now  pursued 
by  his  niihle  and  learned  Friend,  with  ra- 
spect  to  magistrates  in  oorporate  towns,  in 
some  sort  resembled  that  which  he  (Lord 
Brougham)  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  foUow 
with   respect    to   county  magistrates,  tn 
account  of  the  preponderance  of  Tory  ma- 
gistrates, which  he  had  been  called  on  to 
balance  by  the  addition  of  Whig  magia. 
trates.     Now,  he  asked,  could  there  be  any 
objection  to  his  noble  and  learned  Friend, 
and  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  adopt- 
ing a  course  in  reference  to  the  borough 
magistrates  somewhat  similar  to  that  which 
he  (Lord  Brougham)  had  adopted?     They 
had  the  town-council,  a  body  returned  by 
a  majority  of  the  10/.  householders,  and 
consequently  representing  not  only  property 
and  respectability,  but  also  in  a  gresl  de- 
gree (be  political  ofuuions  of  the  norougb. 
Could  there  be  any  objection,  ha  did  not 
say  to  be  bound  any  more  than  they  nete 
bound  in    counties  \ff  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Idrds-UeutMiant,  but  to  cdl 
upon  the  town-coundl  to  show  cauM,  if 
any  existed,  against  the  proposed  appobt- 
ments ;  and  if  any  cause  were  assigned  wii 
substantiated,  to  reject  the  individuahio  re- 
commended i    He  was  perfectly  awaie  ikst 
we  were  not  living  in  that  Utopian  itste 
of  society  in  whiA  it  could  he  erptclod-.  i^y 
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tfa»t  all  tliingB  would  be  done  from  b  mere 
denie  futhfi^y  to  dudiarge  a  public  iutj. 
He  believed  that  party  ^irit  ftt  preaent 
atora  than  ever  animated  and  fiplit,  not  only 
ParliMaeat,  not  only  tbe  counties,  but 
evMj  faorougb  in  tlie  kingdom,  down  to 
the  nuMt  inugnificanti  and,  therefore  it 
mint  be  vain  to  bnpe  thnt  raagisEratei 
would  not  he  selected  through  the  influence 
of  political  bias.  It  was  niivt  unfortunate 
— be  deeply  lamented  it ;  he  heartily  repro- 
bated it :  be  wished  he  could  hope  to  live 
to  Me  the  time  when  this  wquH  not  be  the 
c^erating  rule ;  but  he  admitted  that,  in  the 
cxiating  itate  of  things,  nothing  would  have 
nuprited  bim  more  than  that  the  late 
change  of  Government  should  have  taken 
place  without  a  considerable  change  in  the 
bOTDsgh  magiattacy.  But  stOI  there  was 
ihit  Ejection  to  the  presenl  plan.  There 
were  nme  uodiKovarable  adviserfi,  un- 
knowB  luggeiteTs,  concealed  nDminators,  of 
tbe  persOBi  propaaed,  while  there  was  a 
owporate  body  known  to  the  public,  a 
pointed  by  tha  puUic,  called  upon,  capal 
•f,  and  certain  to  perform  the  duty  of 
diieuning  Euab  nominations,  whether  they 
■bould  be  ma4e  to  the  Great  Seal,  or  whe- 
tber  tbe  Great  Seal  suggested  them  and 
called  upon  the  town-council  to  state  theii 
cdijeeUani.  He  by  no  means  intended  to 
Mty  that  they  ought  to  be  bound  by  the 
aujority  of  the  town-council.  It  was  true, 
M  u*  noble  Friend  aaid,  that  the  council 
WW  ehoam  by  the  m^ority  of  the  commu- 
nity; and  be  said  that,  generally  speak- 
ing^ it  waa  better  that  the  magistrates 
■hould  hold  the  same  principles  with  the 
miyiirity  than  with  the  minority ;  but  he 
ooa^d^red  that  there  was  one  point  of 
great  importance,  and  that  was,  to  protect 
the  minority  against  the  mMority ;  and  if 
be  could  be  quite  certain  that  the  dispro- 
portion was  in  the  ratio  of  ten  to  one,  that 
It  conatimted  a  just  expression  of  public 
fteling,  and  that  there  was  only  that  in- 
rignificant  minority  aguost  It,  he  should 
ny  that  oil  the  more,  on  account  of  its 
luigniGcance,  was  it  necessary  to  protect 
t^  minority  against  the  majorily,  and  to 
■ee  that  the  latter  should  not  have  it  all 
entirely  its  oivn  way.  He  should  only  add 
that  be  thought  his  noble  Friend  was  mis- 
taken when  lie  said,  that  the  additions  to 
the  magistracy  bad  been  made  chleJty  in 
ike  Phrliamentary  boroughs,  and  that  no 
additions  had  taken  pluce  in  boroughs 
which  were  not  Parliamentary-  That  was 
not  consistent  with  what  appeared  on  the 
Sue  (tf  the  ntuma,  for  be  found  thirty- 
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three  Parliamentary  boroughs  where  no 
magiattates  had  been  added,  and  iome  of 
these  behig  places  where  obk  might  have 
expected  additions  to  be  made  from  poli- 
lical  motives,  such,  for  iostaoce,  as  Leeds, 
Canterbury,  Carnarvon,  and  Newcastle- 
under-Lyne,  Ipswich,  and  Sudbury  itself. 
[The  Duke  of  WeUingtoH:  Perhaps  there 
were  no  quarter- sessions  there,]  Oh !  yes ; 
there  were  old  bodies  of  magistrates,  but  no 
additions  were  made. 

The  Lord  Chancellor!  The  principal 
additions  were  made  after  the  elections, 
except  in  one  remarkable  case— that  of 
Birmingham. 

Lord  Brougham  said,  he  was  not  attach- 
tng  hia  noble  Friend,  but  defending  him 
against — not  an  attack— but  an  obsenra- 
tion  which  would  seeui  to  imply  that  the 
appointments  had  been  made  af^er  the 
elections,  and  principally  in  Parliamentary 
boroughs. 

The  Lord  Chancellor :  Look  at  that  re- 
markable case  of  1841,  when  eight  magis- 
trates were  added  in  Binniagham. 

The  Marquess  of  Normanby  said,  with 
reference  to  the  appointmenta  made  by  tbe 
respective  Gorernments,  figures  were  stub- 
born things  and  could  not  be  got  over. 
In  the  eight  months  before  he  left  office 
he  appointed  fif^-eight  magistrates,  while 
in  seven  months  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
appointed  364. 

Petition  laid  on  tbe  Table. 

Adjourned. 

BOUSE  Of   COMMONS, 
Friday,  April  \5,\M2. 

MinuTis.]    Bau.    nUc.-^'    and  puKd :— IfuUnjr ; 

Msrine  MuUny. 
PiTiTioKB  PaiunTiii.    By  Hr.  R.  Voikc.  K[.  Haoulir, 
Ij.  T.  Dunoambe,  Ki.  M.  FklUipt. 


tiui.~By  Hr.  Hutly,  from  BndlDnl,  OirtDn,  NOnh 
Bytritr,  uid  Dlhei  tomit  In  the  Wctt  RUi^  ot  Vcsk- 
tUn,  (te-  Om  Rtpal  ot  AltsUton  of  (he  Ncv  Piw- 


im  HcncT  Dcmell.  for  Altentka  al  tto  Pul>h 
^-Pmm  Hatkney,  ind  BtdUi,  ncliBit  AiHk*r 


Piul'i  C»?iednl.— Fcwd  Ihe  Bdlntairgb  ud  DalMtti, 
and  the  Hull  uid  Selb;  RiUnr  Conpulea,  fto-  Altan- 
Mob  o(  the  Rulnyi  Act — From  Lake,  tta  RlMiw  tbe 
Omwn  ionod  ot  the  Oocupin  oT  Tawnenti.— From 
Sauthnirk,  and  Lambeth,  tai  the  AitoptlDa  oT  Hcuuna 
ft*  aAlnll^  PuhHc  Walka,— By  L«d  SandoD,  trtm  U- 
mrpiul.  Id  Atoui  of  Uu  neH  TarlC— By  Mr.  Fnnn), 
ftom  Deionpon.  As  an  Altnatkn  of  the  Pactory  Act — 
Raim,  and  athK  bon.  UniibMi,  Aom  the  Boot 
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the  Bobject,  had  lately  declared  his  Inten> 
tioD  to  vote  JD  favour  of  a  clause  for  the 
mitigation  of  punishmeDt.  [CRptaio  Bol' 
dero  1  No.^  It  was  distioclTy  uDdentood 
the  other  erening,  that  sucli  wu  the  iu- 
tentioD  of  the  hoD.  and  gallant  Member. 
He  would  put  it  to  his  boo.  Friends  on 
that  (the  Opposiiiou)  aide  of  the  Hou«e, 
whether  their  impresBion  of  what  the  hon. 
and  gallaat  Meoiher  said,  waa  not  die 
game  u  hia  own.  But  he  wai  about  to 
add,  that  he  hoped  that  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Member,  when  he  reflecied  upnn  the 
ndditiooal  weight  his  present  po«itioD  un. 
der  the  Government  must  neoessarilj'  give 

10  the  subject,  would  not  give  a  silent  vote 
in  furthernnce  of  that  cause  which  he  was 
formerly  so  energetic  and  eloquent  in  sup- 
porting. He  tmsted,  that  the  Huuie 
would  hIIow  him  to  state,  that  prior  to 
1812  there  vai  no  limitation  to  the  ntim- 
ber  of  lashea  that  might  be  awarded  by  the 
sentence  of  a  re^mental  or  other  court- 
roartiul.  By  a  circular  issued  from  tlie 
Horse  Guards,  dated  the  2Sth  of  March, 
1812,  the  number  of  lashes  to  be  awarded 
by  a  regimental  court- martial  was  limited 
to  300.  In  1830,  the  number  by  a  dis- 
trict court-martial  was  limited  to  5O0. 
In  1 832,  that  number  was  reduced  to  300, 
and  in  the  same  year,  the  number  by  a 
regimental  court-martial  wsa  ordered  not 
to  exceed  200  ;  but  in  1 633,  in  consequence 
of  the  strong  expression  of  feeling  in  that 
House,  there  having  been  a  majority  of  only 

11  in  favour  of  corporal  punishment,  the 
numbersbeing  140  to  151,  that  punishment 
was,  by  an  order  dated  Horse  Guards,  the 
24th  oMugust,  1833,  limited  to  the  follow- 
ing offences:  first,  for  mutiny,  insubordi- 
oation,  and  violence,  or  using  or  offering 
violence  to  superior  officers  j  secondly, 
drunkcDneas  on  duly;  thirdly,  for  the  sale 
of,  or  making  away  with  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, accoutrements,  or  necessaries,  steal- 
ing from  comrades,  or  other  disgraceful 
conduct.  Finally,  in  183G,  the  punish- 
ment was  further  lioiited;  viz.,  by  geoe- 
ral  court- martial,  to  200  lashes,  by  district 
court-martial  to  150,  and  by  regimental 
court-martial  to  100.  Now,  whilst  no  one 
would  attempt  to  undervalue  the  great 
improvements  which  had  taken  place  both 
ill  limiting  the  number  of  lashes  and 
the  crimes  for  which  they  were  ifl.oicted 
he  confessed,  that  his  objections  were  di- 
rected not  only  against  the  quantum, 
but  the  nutiire  of  the  punishment;  be- 
cause, ill  his  judgment,  it  was  totally 
inefficient  to  reform  the  maD,  as  well  aa  '' 


KB,  agatutt  TrADIfenlng  the  Port 

BrWol. — Ftaa  the  HiMei  Wiidtn  md  Coininoiully  at 
Cullen  oT  Sheffield,  tar  Rtdiuxiao  of  the  Duty  on  Fa- 
nign  ItoD. 

Colonial  Customs  Duties.]  Mr. 
Labouchere  had  understood  that  the  Co- 
lonial Customs  Duties  Bill  wai  to  corns 
on  immediately  after  the  Mutiny  Bill,  and 
lie  did  not  believe,  that  the  lalltr  would  be 
protracted  lo  so  late  an  hour  but  that  ihe 
former  might  be  proceeded  with  ihat  e 
ing.  If,  however,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cliippenham  intended  lo  bring  on  some 
Ordnance  estimates,  as  he  had  understood 
would  be  the  case  immediately  after  the 
Mutiny  Bill,  it  would  be  hardly  possible 
to  enter  with  advantage  on  the  diicussion 
of  the  Colonial  Customs'  Duties  Bill.  All 
he  wished  was  lo  know  when  the  latter 
would  be  brought  on. 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  he  had  been  under  the 
impression  that  a  vote  for  the  Ordnance 
was  necessary,  on  account  of  the  public 
service,  but  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friu 
the  Member  for  Chippenham  did  not  llii 
that  time  was  so  pressing,  and  ttiererore 
that  it  would  not  interfere  with  (he  Colo- 
nial Customs'  Duties  Bill. 

Mutiny  BiLL.—FLooetNO  in  tik 
Akus.]  Sir  H.  Hardioge  moved  the 
Order  of  the  Day  for  the  third  reading  of 
(he  Mutiny  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

On  the  question  that  the  Bill  do  pass, 

Captain  Bernat  said,  that  some  apology 
was  due  to  the  House  and  to  the  country, 
that  a  subject  which  had  been  heretofore 
brought  forward  by  men  of  considerable 
experience  should  now  be  brought  under 
their  notice  by  one  who  had  so  Hlight 
claim  to  their  attention  as  himself.     H 
hoped,  however,  that  he  should  have  the 
suppnrt  of  hon.  Members,  who  on  former 
Dccaiions,  had  identified  tliemselres 
the  measure  he  was  about  to  pTO|iose.    The 
hon.  Member  for  Chippenham,  whoi 
years  ago,  entertained  strong  opiiiiom 
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to  deter  otiiers  from  comiiiitttDg  umitar 
(^encoi.  He  quite  agnsA  in  a  portinn 
of  the  evitlence  that  was  giren  befure  the 
commiMioner*  appointed  in  1835,  for  in- 
quiry into  military  punishments.  In  that 
evideDCe,  Lord  Hill  was  reported  to  have 
nid,  witb  rererence  to  the  mode  of  punish- 
ment th»t  formerly  prev siled,  of  fastening 
&  weight  to  the  leg,  and  which  was  sbol- 
iahed  in  1830,  that  he  objected  to  it  be- 
cause it  waa  more  fit  for  a  beast  than  a 
msn.  He  would  aik  the  House  whether 
thorn  seotiments  were  not  more  applicable 
to  the  punishment  of  the  lash  than  to  the 
fastening  a  weivht  to  the  leg  ?  He  knew 
it  might  be  aaia,  with  reapect  to  that  com- 
missioD  of  1835,  that  the  report  was  con- 
clusive against  the  abolitioo  of  flogging  in 
the  army.  But  he  had  studied  that  re- 
port with  the  best  attenttoa,  and  he  i'ully 
coincided  with  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber for  Cfaippenhani  in  the  opinion  he  had 
eipresaed  upon  it.  That  hoii.  and  gatlaot 
Member,  on  seconding  Major  Fancoiirt'a 
motion,  in  April,  1836,  declared  that  the 
evidence  contained  in  the  report,  "  tlearly 
proved  the  pouibilitjr  of  altoltshing  that 
mode  of  punishment  id  the  army,  without 
injury  or  disadvantage  to  the  setvice."  Ii 
that  opinion, so  ably  expressed  by  the  boa 
and  gallant  Member,  he  fully  concurred, 
but,  at  the  same  time,  he  was  aware  it 
would  be  laid,  that  none  but  military  men 
were  competent  to  give  a  judgment  c  '' ' 
point.  Against  that  doctrine,  he 
numbly  but  decidedly  entered  his  protest. 
Every  page  of  this  report  showed  that  the 
oommisiiiotiers  had  rather  endeavoured  to 
justify  the  eaistence  of  the  practice  than 
to  institute  a  dispassionate  inquii^  as  to 
what  the  practice  ought  to  be.  Having 
bad  the  honour  to  hold  a  commitsion  in 
the  army,  he  roust  be  sensible  that  mili- 
tary men  were  as  humane  and  con«- 
derate  as  Members  of  any  other  profes- 
sion ;  but  the  House  would  call  to  miad, 
that  alterations  in  the  received  forms  of 
diadplioe,  had  scarcely  ever  been  popular 
with  membersof  any  profesuon.  It  wasa 
matter  of  history  that  the  judges  had 
dM>wn  themselves  as  averse  to  the  relaxa- 
tion of  the  criminal  code  as  the  officers  of 
tbe  army  to  the  abolition  of  corporal  pun- 
ishment. He  considered  it,  and  he 
thoaght  tbe  House  would  regard  it  as  a 
mber  curious  &ct,  that  in  1834,  when  the 

Jitestion  was  put  by  Lord    Hill  to  214 
Uld  Officers  :— 

"  Are  you  enabled  to  suggest  anjr  meant  of 
restraining  or  eradicsitng  ihe  propensity  to 
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drunkenneis  so  prevalent  among  the  soldiery, 
and  Goiifesgedly  (he  parent  of  tlie  msjorily  of 
military  crimes  ?" 

That  out  of  the  whole  number  only  two 
or  three  suggested  a  moral  and  intellectual 
remedy  for  the  prevention  of  that  crime. 
Sir  O.  Arthur  end  the  late  Colonel  Og- 
lander  were  the  only  officera  who  proposed 
the  schoolmasters'  drill.  Considering  all 
that  had  been  written  and  said  on  the 
subject,  it  was  astonishing  bow  little  had 
been  done  to  prevent  crime  in  our  army, 
Ourine  the  last  few  years  a  new  system 
of  drill  had  been  introduced ;  the  clothing 
and  knapsacks  had  been  improved,  and  a 
better  description  of  arms  had  been  put 
into  the  soldiers'  hands;  much  bad  been 
dnne  to  perfect  the  machine,  little  to  in- 
provetheman.  It  wasa  libel  on  human  na< 
ture  to  say,  that  instruction  tended  to  ren- 
der the  soldier  insubordinate.  The  teach- 
ing of  mnrality,  in  connection  with  the 
sanction  of  religion  never  indisposed  any 
man  to  the  pmper  performance  of  his  duty. 
He  waa  awnrc  that  there  were  aome  lion. 
Members  who  held  that  in  this  case,  "  ig- 
norance was  bliss,"  but  he  would  reht 
(hem  to  the  gaol  returns  which  had  been 
within  the  last  four  days  placed  in  their 
hands  for  the  refutation  of  such  an  opin~ 
ion.  He  found  that  in  the  Freston  House 
of  Correction  out  of  378  males  and  94 
females  committed  for  felony,  230  males 
Hnd  65  females  uere  unable  to  read  at  all ; 
61  males  and  19  females  could  read  only  ; 
73  males  and  10  females  could  read  and 
write  ill ;  the  other  14  males  could  read 
and  write  well,  but  of  superior  education 
tliere  was  none.  In  table  24  there  were 
140  males  and  34  females  quite  ignorant 
and  knowing  nothing  of  religion ;  220 
males  and  58  females  ill  instructed,  and 
linowing  nothing  of  the  Scriptures,  and 
only  12  males  and  two  females  well  in- 
structed. He  looked  upon  that  report  as 
almost  conclusive  on  the  subject  of  educa- 
tion. It  was  not  his  intention  to  delay 
Ihe  House  by  allusion  to  the  trite  topics 
of  tlie  corresponding  merits  of  the  French 
or  continental  srmies,  because  he  believed 
that  there  were  regiments  of  this  country 
in  which  discipline  was  mainbiined  with- 
out the  use  of  the  lash.  He  believed  that 
the  household  brigade  might  challenge 
competition  as  to  its  internal  economy. 
But  there  waa  a  large  body  of  men  who 
were  not  included  in  >he  service  upon  the 
tenure  of  soldiers,  and  therefore  nut  sub- 
ject to  he  flogged.  They  were  drilled  after 
tbe  manner  of  the  regular  troop,  but  were 
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not  subject  to  corpcval  pUDiBbdiieat. 
klludMl  to  tlie  Iri^  conitabulary.  Lord 
Virian.  in  speaking  of  tliat  force,  uid  it 
waiiited  of  7,000  of  tlia  lineit  men  nn 
the  face  of  ths  e&rth,  uid  during  tbe  time 
he  had  beea  in  Irelaad  he  had  never  K«n 
a  dniDlen  policemaa.  Why-,  then,  should 
not  the  ume  prtudple  that  wae  applied  to 
them  be  applied  to  toe  regular  troopif  The 
House  would  doubtleu  recoiled  that,  by 
aa  order  dated  the  24th  of  February,  1835. 
the  late  Lord  Willkm  Bentiock  sbolUhed 
the  floggio;;  of  the  native  troopa  ia  India, 
and  he  begged  hoa.  Members  who  were 
disposed  to  favour  him  with  their  support 
would  bear  in  miad  that  Lwd  William 
Bentinck  did  that  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  military  commiuion  which  sat  on  Iho 
subject.  Lord  William  Bentinck  on  tliat 
oecaeion  said,— 

'*  There  is  an  unanimous  agrtement  in  all 
tbe  commillec*!  that  flogging,  however  de< 
grading  and  injurious,  cannot  eniirely  be  abo- 
lished. They  do  not  even  «lop  for  u  moment 
to  inquire  into  the  ptaclicability  of  an  ade- 
quate suhilitute.  With  them  corporal  piiniih- 
nient  is  the  tine  qtA  lurn,  wiihoui  wliich  the 
ditcipline  of  the  army  cannot  be  raaintBined. 
I  denonnce  thii  opinion  a*  prejudice,  becauee 
il  is  opposed  to  reason.  Though  I  am  not 
surprisea  at  tbe  opinion,  I  canooi  forget  that 
for  many  years,  iu  conjunction  with  ninety- 
nine  hundred  parts  ofllic  officers  of  the  Brilisli 
army,  I  entertained  the  same  lenlimenli.  It 
is  only  from  my  reflection  and  discuision  that 
iny  own  prejudice  has  given  way.  I  no*  feel 
aonAdent  that  this  degradation  will  epeedily 
diMppear  before  a  more  reaaonable  and  en- 
lighlened  legiilstion  even  ia  the  British 
army." 

But  no  one  would  attempt  to  defend  the 
practice  of  tlog^}ag  upon  its  own  mctits. 
He  was  aware  he  should  be  told  that  unless 
he  could  propose  an  effectual  substitute,  it 
was  impossible  to  maintain  the  discipline  of 
tbe  arniT  without  dogging?  but  did  they 
find  their  present  practice  so  efficient  for 
tbe  purjiose  i  He  thaught  also,  that  the 
system  of  recruiting  might  be  tertsed  with 
great  advantage  to  the  service.  He  natu- 
ntllr  wished  to  fortify  his  argument  by  the 
authority  of  great  names.  He  must,  there. 
Aire,  state,  that  Mr.  Fox  had  declared 
that  "  enlistment  fur  a  life  was  unsuited 
to  the  Junius  nf  the  British  constitution." 
In  1806,  Mr.  Wyndham  brought  in  a  bill 
for  the  limitation  of  service,  and  said,— 

"Tlial  he  thoiiglit  by  111  is  means  a  lie:ter 
i5e5tription  of  men  would  be  induced  lo  enier 
the  army,  and  the  better  Ihe  men  you  gel  the 
less  necesiiiy  for  severe  and  ignominious  puD> 


Lord  Lynedoch  and  Mr. 
were  also  of  the  same  opinion.  In  tbe 
report  to  which  he  had  before  alluded  ha 
found  the  following  question  put  to  Major- 
general  Aichifaald  Cunpbeil  ;-- 

"  Did  you  not  find  that  men  enlisted  lot  a 
limited  service  were  men  of  llie  best  character 
in  your  regimeoti  I" 

And  (he  answer  of  tba  gallant  Offioer 
wat^— 

"  I  did,  and  was  always  aoxinui  to  iodnca 
ihem  lo  re^enlisl ;  they  came  from  a  better  sIbm 
of  locisly." 

It  might  be  said,  that  tbo  preeenl 
system  of  enlistmeut  was  perfectly  vo- 
luntary. It  could  hardly  be  said  to  be 
so.  Boys  of  sixteen  were  entrapped 
under  the  excitement  of  liquor,  and  de- 
ceived by  tbe  hopes  of  promotion  held 
out  lo  tnem  by  a  recruiting  sergeant. 
Could  they  wonder,  that  when  a  youtb, 
entrapped  in  this  manner,  and  eollst«d 
for  an  unlimited  period,  found  that  those 
representutione  wera  f^lse,  and  that  be 
was  enlisted  for  life,  with  only  a  shadowf 
hope  of  6rf.  a-dny  at  the  end  of  twenty 
years,  and  then  only  if  his  conduct  had 
been  good — could  they  wonder,  be  said, 
that  men  thus  entrapped  into  the  service 
should  become  reckless  and  deinorallaad  f 
Suicides,  it  Mas  well  known,  were  much 
mure  prevalent  among  soldiers  than  among 
those  oF  the  labouring  ponulattou  engaged 
in  ihe  avocations  of  civil  life.  He  wished 
to  engage  the  attention  of  ban.  Gentlemen 
opposite  to  the  question  whether  a  greater 
number  of  ootnmtssions  might  not  be  al< 
lottod  to  men  who  rose  from  the  ranks; 
with  all  deference,  but  with  fimmess, 
he  would  state  it  as  bis  humble  opinion, 
that  by  limiting  the  time  of  service,  and 
holding  out  a  reasonable  hope  of  promotion, 
it  would  he  found  possible  not  nbly  to 
abolish  flogging,  but  also  to  obtain  abetter 
description  of  men  for  tbe  service.  His 
Itimata  object  was  the  total  abolition  of 
irpural  punishment,  but  in  the  clause 
which  he  was  about  to  move,  he  had  limited 
the  abolition  to  a  time  of  peace,  and  bad 
retained  the  punisbment  for  offences  com- 
mitted on  a  Fine  of  march  for  theft.  On 
reference  to  ihe  opinion  of  a  number  of 
officers,  he  found  them  unanimous  in  the 
opinion,  that  in  those  instances  tbe  pno^ 
ticG  must  be  retained.  And  on  recarring 
to  a  speech  of  tbe  noble  Lord,  the  Metnber 
for  LircrjHwl,  (Viscount  Sandon),  he  (Cap* 
tain  Beriiul)  found  the  noble  Viscoimt  ex- 
presHug  himself  thus :-~ 
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"Ai  uncof  thecoraDiiMiouerg.hehad  given 
the  lubJKt  Ihe  greatest  altenlion,  and  he  bad 
come  to  ths  conclasioD  thai  it  wot  not  pracli- 
cal  lo  carry  on  (he  diiciplirte  of  the  army  on 
foreign  service  without  the  power  of  ioSiciing 
tbe  putiisbment  of  flogging;  butj  with  the 
CHeptioa  of  oifenees  commilled  on  a  march, 
or  stealiDg,  lie  thought  flogging  might  be  dis- 
pense)) with  In  the  liome  serTice." 

Without  further  detainiug  the  House, 
1m  would  coiKlade  by  moring  to  insert  the 
followiog  clause ; — 

"And  be  it  enacted,  that  it  shall  ooi  be 
bwful  to  inflict  corporal  puiiitbmeDt  by  flog- 
ging during  the  time  of  peace  oo  any  private 
•oloier,  corporal,  or  non-com raistioned  ofiicer 
in  tbe  army  or  militia  of  Ihe  United  Kingdom, 
tave  for  ofrences  commilted  on  a  line  of  march, 
or  for  theft." 

Captam  Boldero  aaid,  with  rererence 
to  the  asaamplion  with  which  the  hoti. 
Hen ber  (Captain  Bernal)  had  conctiided 
his  speech,  he  would  beg  to  remind  the 
Houie  of  a  iiucBtiun  that  was  put  to  him 
the  other  night,  and  of  tbe  answer  he  gave 
to  it.  An  hot),  and  gallant  Officer  (Captain 
Howard)  inquired  of  hitn  whether  he 
intended  lo  brin^  fornrard  his  annual  mo- 
tion for  the  abobtion  of  corpofal  puniih- 
tnent  in  the  army,  end  his  answer  was,  that 
be  had  no  intention  of  bringing  forward 
such  a  motion,  but  ibat  if  a  motion  to  that 
effect  weie  brought  forward  he  should  give 
it  his  support.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Offi- 
cer, in  putting  that  short  question,  com- 
mitted two  errors:  first,  his  motion  was 
hot  an  anuual  motion;  and,  secondly,  it 
was  usual,  when  an  hon.  Member  was 
about  to  seek  such  information,  to  give 
some  priTate  intimation  of  it.  The  gal- 
lant Officer  had  oveiloolted  that  point, 
not,  he  supposed,  with  an  intention  to 
ambarraas  him,  but  no  doubt  with  s  ?iew 
to  the  good  of  the  service.  With  regard 
to  his  "  annual "  motion,,  ia  1836  he 
Seconded  and  voted  for  a  motion  for  the 
abolition  of  corporal  punishment  in  the 
armr,  but  had  he  voted  for  a  similar 
motion  IVom  that  time  to  Ihisf  He  said 
most  distinctly  and  positively  that  he  had 
not.  [Capt.  Bernol :  In  1837  and  1838.] 
He  repeated  that  he  bed  voted  once,  and 
once  only,  for  the  abolition  of  corporal 
punishment  in  the  army,  and  in  support 
of  his  statement  be  referred  lo  the  records 
of  tba  House  and  to  Haniard.  For 
what  was  Major  Fsncouri's  motion  in 
1837?  It  was  not  a  motion  for  the 
abolttion  of  corporal  punishment  — that 
hoD.  Menber  sbiunk  from  it  advisedly— 
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but  for  a  committee  to  inquire  into  and 
report  on  the  system  of  military  punish- 
ment i  for  the  hon.  Member  stated,  that 
after  liaving  brought  forward  a  motion  for 
the  abolition  of  corporal  punishment  with- 
out success,  it  would  be  in  some  sort 
trifling  with  the  House  if  be  troubled  boo. 
Members  for  a  repetition  of  their  votes 
without  bringing  forward  further  evidence 
in  support  of  his  views,  and  to  obtain  that 
evidence  be  wished  for  a  committee  in 
order  to  ascertain  if  they  could  not  find  a 
substitute /or  corporal  punishment.  But 
what  was  his  conduct  iu  1836,  when  00 
Ihe  following  night  Mr.  I^nnard,  the 
Member  for  Maldon,  gave  notice  that 
when  the  report  of  tiie  Mutiny  Bill  was 
brought  up,  he  should  move  that  corporal 
punishment  in  the  army  should  be  abo- 
lished altogether?    He  then  said,  that 

"  No  one  had  a  greater  desire  to  cany  out 
the  object  of  the  motion  of  ilie  hon.  Member 
than  he  bad,  or  entertained  a  greater  horror  of 
corporal  punishment  than  he  did,  but  after 
the  fair  discussion  that  had  taken  place  ob  the 
subject  Jast  night,  and  iJie  promises  of  the 
Government,  he  conceived  that  a  great  boon 
had  been  achieved'' — 

For  it  was  a  great  boon  lo  obtain 
a  remission  of  100  stripes,  the  number  in 
t  district  court-martial  being  reduced  lo 
200,  and  io  a  regimental  court-martial  to 
100;  and  be  added,  that 

"  He  bad  ooosidered  the  subject  to-day,  and 
consulted  several  military  men,  whose  opinions 
were  in  unison  with  big  own,  and  they  all 
thought,  after  the  Mr  promise)  of  the  Govern . 
menl  that  a  system  of  rewards  should  be  intro- 
duced, it  would  be  injurious  lo  the  lervice  for 
tbe  boD.  Member  lo  press  his  motion," 

He  bad,  therefore,  asked  the  hon. 
Member  not  to  bring  forward  bis  motion, 
and  when  it  was  brought  forward  he  left 
the  House  and  refused  to  give  his  vote. 
And  What  was  his  course  in  183B  7  Did 
he  then  take  on  himself  the  responsibility 
not  of  bringing  forward  a  motion  for  the 
abolition  of  corporal  punishment?  No;— 
for  it  having  been  stated  by  Mr,  Cutlai 
Ferguson,  the  judge- ad  vacate,  that  he 
considered  it  to  be  the  duty  of  tboie  who 
brought  forward  auch  a  motion  to  find  u 
substitute  for  flogging;  and  by  the  Secre- 
tary at  War,  that  if  such  a  motion  were 
carried, they  had  betterdisband  the  army; 
— when  these  Gentlemen  made  such  state- 
ments, must  they  not  have  had  great  effect 
upon  him — and  must  he  not  have  been  a 
bold  man  bad  be  not  shrunk  from  the 
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responsibilitf  or  proposing  to  aboli&h 
corporal  punisViment  in  the  face  uf  tlial 
>tt>letnent?  They  had  great  effec^  upon 
him  ;  anil  to  show  what  mat  that  effect, 
in  1838  he  loolc  on  himself  the  reapan- 
sibilitj,  on  the  passing  of  the  Mutiny 
Act,  of  bringing  forvard  a  motion,  not  for 
(be  abolition  of  corpoial  puniahmeal,  but 
for  n  select  committee  to  inquire  into  and 
report  on  the  stat«  of  military  rewards  and 
punishment! ;  and  he  stated,  that  in  a 
judicious  system  of  rewards  and  of  soli- 
tary confinemeat  he  thought,  perhaps, 
they  might  find  a  sul^stitute  for  flogging. 
On  that  occasion  he  alluded  to  General 
Evans,  then  just  returned  from  Spain,  and 
told  General  Evans  that 

"  He  expected  to  have  bis  vote,  especially 
as  he  intended  to  limit  the  inquiry  \o  Ihe 
possibility  of  finding  a  jubitilule  for  corporal 
punishment  on  home  lervice   and  in 

And  yet  this  was  called  a  motion  for 
the  abolition  of  corporal  punishment, 
said  further,  that 

"  The  hoD.  Member  (General  Evans)  \\viti\% 
been  in  comniand  since  he  gave  hi)  vote  in  ihe 
House  had,  as  be  understood,  carried  flagging 
to  a  great  eileol  in  Spain,  having,  perhaps, 
found  it  impossible  to  do  nilbout  it  in  the 
presence  of  the  enemy,— 

And  he  begged  the  attention  of  ihe 
House  to  this — 

"  that  he  had  found  himself  obliged  to 
retract  somewhal  hii  former  opinions  on  the 
subject  in  deference  lo  tlie  opinion  of  Ihe 
gallant  Olbcer." 

From  ihe  year  1838  to  the  present  time 
he  had  allowed  the  Mutiny  Bill  to  pas! 
without  aay  motion  on  the  subject,  s< 
that  during  the  ten  years  in  which  he  had 
had  an  of>portunity  of  voting  against  mili- 
tary llof[ging,  he  had  only  done  go  once, 
and  brought  forward  two  motions  with 
a  view  to  find  a  substitute,  stal' 
iog  at  the  time,  that  in  consequence  of 
what  had  taken  place,  he  had  retracted  his 
opinions.  He  bad  now  given  a  plain  and 
UDvarnished  statement  of  his  conduct,  and 
he  would  only  detain  the  House  further, 
to  say,  that  the  vole  he  was  about  to  give 
he  ahould  give  with  perfect  confidence, 
and  that  whatever  change  had  taken  place 
ID  his  opinions,  had  taken  place  while  he 
sat  on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 

Captain  H.  Howard  (Gricklade)  said, 
that  he  behaved  there  was  no  power  less 
abused  or  more  mercifully  ezetcited,  than 
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that  possessed  by  a  court-martial ;  and 
were  he  asked  before  what  tribunal  he 
efer  to  be  tried,  he  should  answer 
j)oied  of  navel  or  military  officer*. 
He  had  otherwise  come  to  the  conclusion, 
but  the  opinion  of  the  first  soldier  of  the 
age  of  the  necessity  of  flogging  in  the 
army    bad    decidedly    strengthened    hit 

Sir  H.  Dottglai  said,  that  having  joit 
returned  from  the  command  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's forces  on  a  foreign  station,  which 
he  had  held  for  many  years,  and  havinj; 
had  under  bii  command  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  infantry  of  the  British  army, 
he  could  not  give  a  silent  vote  upon  this 
subject.  His  vote  would  be  founded  od 
the  experience  he  had  had,  and  on  the 
sincere  and  solemn  conviction,  that  the 
mode  of  punishment  under  discussion 
could  not  be  dispensed  with,  with  safely 
to  the  British  service.  It  was  not  without 
doing  great  violence  to  his  own  feelings, 
that  he  delivered  that  opinion  ;  but  it  wm 
consolatory  to  him  to  reflect,  and  to  be 
able  to  state  to  the  House,  who  no  doubt 
would  reject  the  motion  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, ihai  this  objectionable  punishment 
was  by  degrees  becoming  less  frequent, 
and  that  in  propoitloa  as  the  moral  cha- 
racier  of  the  soldier  should  be  raised,  and 
his  habits  of  providence  and  self-control 
increase,  the  punishment  might,  at  some 
future  period,  fall  into  entire  disuse. 
Looking  back  at  his  own  career,  he  ac- 
knowledged the  frightful  extent  to  which 
the  punishment  had  been  used  in  the  ear- 
lier  days  of  his  service,  an  extent  which 
it  made  hioi  shudder  to  think  of;  but  he 
thought,  seeing  all  that  was  now  done  to 
improve  the  character  of  the  soldier,  and 
the  restrictions  on  tbe  punishment,  both 
as  to  ill  infliciion  and  the  (juanlity,  there 
were  lines  converging,  which  somewhere 
or  other  must  meet.  By  the  252nd  regu- 
lation of  thearticlesof  war,  the  infliction  of 
corporal  punishment  was  lioiited  to  the  of- 
feuces  of  mutiny,  insuboTdinalion,  or  using 
orthreateningviolcnce  toaauperior,d^^nk- 
e^ness  on  duty,  theft,  disgraceful  conduct, 
and  selling  or  making  away  with  arms  and 
accoutremeota.  No  general  officer  was 
allowed  to  confirm  the  sentence  on  tbe 
firil  conviction,  and  he  seldom  did  it  af- 
tetwards,  except  in  aggravated  cases.  He 
could  safely  say,  that  when  the  result  ofa 
court  martial  was  reported  to  him,  it  was 
with  great  pain  and  relucUnce  that  be  had 
confirmed  the  Kotetice  and  ordained  tho 
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punishment,  and  ibat  he  had  never  done 
so  except  under  the  conviction  that  it  was 
neceaaarif  for  the  intereata  of  the  service. 
He  would,  therefore,  entteat  the  House  to 
leave  the  suhject  where  it  was — to  the 
hnroanitT  of  the  officers  of  the  army,  the 
admirable  regalaiiooB  of  the  service,  and 
the  attempts  that  were  being  made  every 
day  to  raise  and  improve  the  mora)  condi- 
tion of  the  soldier.  With  respect  to  the 
clause  before  the  House,  he  must  protest 
f^iost  the  proposition,  that  they  should 
subject  the  British  soldier,  who  was  fight- 
ing the  battles ot  his  country,  to  a  punish- 
ment more  odious  than  was  inflicted  in  the 
lime  of  peace,  which  he  said  would  be  a 
most  dangerous  distinction.  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  bad  by  his  motion 
proposed  to  limit  flogging  in  the  army  to 
offences  committed  on  a  line  of  march, 
hut  he  did  not  know  what  extent  of  actual 
service  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  had 
seen  which  would  have  entitled  him  to 
claim  the  ability  la  distinguish  between 
the  gravity  of  a  military  offence  committed 
on  a  line  of  march,  and  of  one  committed 
in  garrison  or  on  parade,  or  in  what  way 
the  hon,  and  gallenE  Member  was  qualified 
to  pranonoce  upon  the  greater  detriment 
or  danger  to  the  discipline  of  the  service 
which  was  involved  in  the  one  to  the  ex- 
tenuation of  the  latter.  All  he  could  say 
was,  that  in  his  opinion  the  distinction, 
eatablished,  would  be  a  most  danger* 
one,  and  fatal  to  the  discipline  of  the 
army.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  had 
not  specified  in  bis  motion  whether  he 
would  continue  to  punish  drunkenness  ac 
cording  to  the  present  code,  although  he 
had  stated  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  this 
crime  was  the  worst  of  any  that  a  soldi 
could  commit,  as  it  was  the  parent  of  all 
others.  He  had  also  left  stealing  and 
making  away  with  aroniunilion  out  of  hi 
coda  of  corporal  punishment,  although 
there  was  not  an  offence  more  dangerous 
to  the  service  than  that  of  a  soldier  mak. 
ing  away  wiUi  his  arms  or  ammunition, 
He  would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  by  entering  into  any  further  details 
or  arguments.  He  hoped,  that  whilst  he 
expressed  his  determination,  founded  upon 
the  experience  of  a  long  service,  to  vote 
against  the  motion  of  the  hon.  antl  gallant 
Member,  the  House  would  give  him  credit 
for  the  regret  which  he  felt  in  being  com- 
pelled by  what  he  knew  of  the  discipline 
of  the  army  to  advocate  the  punishment 
df  Bagpas,  aod  at  the  same  time  believe, 


that  he  would  continue  to  look  with  sharp- 
ness, humanity,  and  reluctance  to  punish 
for  all  cases  of  flogging,  which  might 
hereafter  come  before  him. 

Mr.  Macaulay  said,  that  were  he  dis- 
posed to  do  so,  he,  of  all  his  late  Col- 
leagues in  ofHce,  conld  vote  with  the  roost 
perfect  consistency  in  favour  of  the  aio- 
tion  of  Ihe  hon.  and  gallant  Hember,  for 
during  the  time  that  he  at  least  had  held 
ihe  office  of  Secretary  at  War,  the  ques- 
tion of  flogging  in  the  army  was  never 
once  mooted.  But  the  question  was  one  of 
those  peculiarly  painful  topics  of  inquiry, 
and  upon  which  the  evidence  was  of  so 
peculiar  a  nature,  that  noble  Lords  or  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  had  held  the  office  of 
Secretary  at  War,  and  who  had  obtained 
the  information  respecting  it,  which  was 
only  to  be  acquired  in  that  post,  bad  in- 
variably been  compelled  by  the  facts  which 
came  to  their  knowledge,  to  take  theii 
share  of  the  unpopularity  which  attached 
to  its  infliction,  and  at  the  hazard  of  losing 
their  character  for  consistency  to  vote  for 
its  continuance,  notwithstanding  any  for- 
declarations  againstthepractice.  The 
liry  that  had  been  instituted  into  the 
practice  of  flogging  in  the  army  had  ter- 
minated in  regulations  that  had  confined 
the  legal  infliction  of  that  punishment  to 
as  narrow  a  limit  as  was  consistent  with 
the  safety  of  the  discipline  of  the  snny. 
For  his  own  part,  he  was  disposed  to  say, 
that  the  acludl  infliction  of  Bogging  ought 
to  be  confined  to  much  narrower  limits 
than  even  ihe  taw  permitted  ;  but  with  the 
knowledge  which  he  had  acquired  wjlii 
respect  to  the  facts  attendant  on  this  pun- 
ishment, and  after  having  bad  the  oppor- 
tunity, which  be  had  availed  himself  of 
during  the  period  that  he  was  Secretary  of 
War,  of  acquiring  information  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  must  say,  that  he  did  not  think 
the  practice  could  with  safely  be  relin- 
quished. The  only  way  to  diminish  the 
chances  of  its  infliction  was  by  elevating 
the  moral  character  of  the  soldier,  and  by 
giving  him  intellectual  eojoymenta,  whicn 
would  tend  to  diminish  the  chances  of  his 
resorting  to  degrading  or  unsold ier- like 
habits  or  faults.  As  it  was,  he  should 
vote  against  the  motion  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member,  and  he  should  have  done 
so,  had  it  been  brought  forward  last  year. 
There  was  another  question  that  had  been 
incidentally  mooted  in  the  course  of  the 
otHervatioos  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber, which  waa  Iha  cooiiitency  that  had 
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bam  displByvd  by  the  lion,  and  ^lant 
Member  for  ChippeDham.  The  recoUec- 
tioy  which  he  had  on  the  lubject,  was  not 
in  accordance  with  itie  course  which  the 
boD.  and  gatiant  Member  had  expressed 
bii  intenlioD  to  pursue  on  the  present  Qc- 
cuioD  ;  for,  in  referring  to  a  record  of  the 
<MHt*  on  this  iubjaci,  which  took  place 
on  the  36th  of  March,  1838,  he  found  the 
following  Words  attributed  to  the  hon.and 
gallant  Mediber  :-~ 

<'  He  (tlie  hen.  Bnil  Eallant  Member)  called 
upon  the  House  lo  Bbolisti  this  Inrbarous  and 
bratal  torture,  end  to  show  to  the  contiaenlal 
nntloni  that  the  Britith  soldier  could  dischai^ 
his  dolj  with  e<iaal  &delity  under  tha  impulie 
of  more  eoDobliDg  niDtiTet  than  that  of  terror," 

The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  was  here 
Ibund  exclaiming  afainit  the  practice  of 
flogging  in  the  trmy,  and  calling  upon  the 
Houae  to  abolish  a  puniibment  so  brutal 
and  barbarous.  Me  considered  those 
axpressions  to  be  more  than  equiralent 
to  any  vols  that  could  bave  been  given  in 
lavDiitof  tin  iDottoD,  and  the  effect  which 
he  atlribntad  to  them  was  conflrmed  by 
the  reply  which  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  made  to  the  observations  of  the 
bon.  Member  for  Lambeth,  during  the 
coarse  of  the  debate  on  the  same  evening, 
wberein  he  had  stated  that  lie  would,  if  he 
had  (be  power,  abolish  corporal  punish- 
BMOt  io  iba  army  altogether.  Looking, 
dierefbre,  at  the  very  slight  changes  that 
had  been  made  between  the  year  1836 
and  the  year  1838,  in  the  practice  of 
flogging  in  the  army,  he  did  not  think  the 
bon.  and  gallant  Member  was  entitled  to 
•belter  himself  from  the  charge  of  iocon- 
•istency  la  the  course  whicb  he  pursued  on 
the  present  occasion,  however  right  and 
proper  that  course  might  be, 

Loid  A.  LettJwx  said,  with  respect  to  the 
HMftioo  that  the  practice  of  Bog^ng  had 
a  ruioous  eSect  upon  tha  future  career  of 
■  Bcddier,  and  that  a  man  who  had  ooce 
felt  tbr  lash  btcame  reckless  thencefor- 
ward, be  would  only  assert,  that  bis  expe- 
rience went  to  prove  the  contrary;  for 
there  were  at  the  present  moment  fonr 
colonels  in  the  British  army  who  bad  suf- 
fered that  punishment — who  were  Gnt< 
rale  oflScos.  Refbnace  had  been  made 
to  the  practice  in  the  French  army,  and 
lo  ibfl  absence  of  corporal  punisbmeDt  in 
that  MTticv  s  bnt  the  absence  of  this  pun- 
ishoMDt  was  mote  than  compensated  by 
the  aeverity  of  the  miliurj  code,  as  was 
proTtd  by  tba  fact  that  eighty-one  osus 
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occurred  last  year,  in  which  the  meA  were 
coodemned  to  death  ;  and  one-half  of 
these  sentences  were  carried  into  execu- 
tion. What  would  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Wycombe  say  to  the  substi- 
tution of  the  punishmeut  of  death  for  that 
of  flogging  7  Reference  had  been  made 
to  the  superior  habits  of  the  Irish  consta- 
bulary force,  and  a  comparison  had  been 
drawn  between  the  police  therfl  and  tht 
soldier,  fbr  the  purpose  of  proving  that,  as 
flogging  was  not  known  in  that  servfce,  it 
was  plain  the  discipline  could  be  kept  op 
without  it  But  there  wsa  no  parity  of 
circnmslances  between  the  two  cases  ; 
for  the  British  aoldier  received  only  18f. 
a  year  pay,  subjected  to  many  deduct  ion*, 
whilst  the  Irish  policeman  received  Z4L-~- 
'■e  begged  pardon,  32/.  per  annum,  aub- 
ject  to  no  deductions.  The  experience 
which  he  had  acquired  dnriog  twenty 
yean'  service  In  the  army  was — and  be 
regretted  to  say  tt— decidedly  in  favour 
of  continuing  the  practice  of  ilo^ng. 
He  conid  not  but  coosider  it  a  brutal  end 
disgusting  punishment,  bnt  the  safely  of 
the  service  demanded  that  the  power  of 
infiictiog  it  should  be  continued  to  the 
heads  of  the  army.  He  had  done  all  that 
was  10  his  power  to  abolish  the  practice  of 
flogging  in  effect,  and  had  made  every 
effort  to  dispense  with  its  enforcement  in 
such  cases  as  came  within  his  own  iphera 
of  action,  but  he  could  not  help  saying 
with  regret,  that  his  experience  told  him 
there  was  danger  in  its  abolition,  and 
therefore  he  should  vote  against  the  mo- 
tion of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member. 

Mr.  O.StMtey  said,  that  the  slight  and 
limited  experience  which  be  had  acquired 
of  military  discipline,  induced  him  to  think 
(hat  Bogging  might  safely  be  dispensed 
with  in  times  of  peace.  There  Would  be  a 
better  class  of  men  enlisted  for  the  army, 
if  flogging  were  done  away  with ;  and  the 
practice  could  only  be  jastified  by  the 
most  urgent  necessity,  in  short  b^  the 
fact,  that  there  were  no  other  practicable 
meaos  for  maintaining  the  discipline  of 
the  army.  The  punishment  of  fioggiog 
was  the  disgraceful  distinction  which 
separated  the  soldier  from  all  other 
classes  of  society.  Whatever  military 
men  might  say  of  the  necessity  for  having 
recourse  to  that  punishment,  he  was  cer- 
tain if  it  wera  to  be  abolished,  other 
means  for  preserving  discipline  would  be 
devised,  ft  had  been  urged,  that  theft 
was  t  crime  deserving  amongst  nldiers  0(  ., 
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prnibluMBt  b;  the  lath.  He  Buppoaed, 
tbat  ih«  miliury  U*  wu  founded  od  the 
ciril  code,  aod  modem  legiilatioa  bad 
BodtttToartd  to  aboliiii  bU  corporal  puo- 
ithmenti  id  jails ;  wbjr,  iherefore,  wat  tbia 
■jritem  of  legidation  oot  to  be  etiended 
to  military  ofisnden.  Id  lodia,  flog^ni; 
bad  btcD  abandoned,  ea  far  at  the  native 
ttoopa  men  concerned:  whilst  the  Brit- 
itb  aotdien  fme  atill  a ul^ect  10  the  laah, 
H*  bad  never  beard,  that  the  diicipline 
of  tbe  natin  corpa  bad  been  injured  hj 
tba  change.  In  bia  opinion,  l\oggiag 
ought  to  be  done  away  with  ;  and  be 
fimly  believed,  that  if  the  men  were  to 
be  flogged  in  public,  iniiead  aa  now, 
within  the  barrack-yard,  the  outcry 
•gainat  tbe  practice  would  be  bo  great, 
that  within  oae  nonib  it  woold  be  abol- 
bhcd. 

Major  yUrian  regretted,  that  tbe  boo. 
Henber  had  thought  it  neceaaary  to 
bring  the  aubject  bcrore  the  Houte  at 
thi*  juncture,  when  it  bad  been  found 
neceaaary  to  iacreaae  the  army,  and  when 
for  the  good  of  the  lervice  such  topica 
ought  to  be  aa  little  agitated  a*  poaiible. 
llie  amy  neceaaarily  contained  men  ol 
bad  chafacier,  and  it  waa  not  expedient 
that  further  limitations  should  be  imposed 
upon  commanding  office ri.  Coqioral 
punfabment  was  never  inflicted,  but  in 
easel  of  the  greatest  necessity,  and  when 
other  means  had  been  tried  without  avail. 
Sympathy  was  thrown  away  when  lavished 
upon  men  who  were  destitute  of  the  feel- 
ings and  Bttribniea  that  ought  to  be  the 
boast  of  a  soldier,  because,  as  he  had  just 
aaid,  corporal  paDiihment  was  only  in- 
flicted when  other  measures  had  been  re- 
•oftcd  to  without  effeci,  and  for  tbe  aake 
of  txample.  All  commaDding  oflicen 
would  be  ai  ansioni  as  the  hon.  Meoiber, 
thai  flowing  should  not  be  resorted  to, 
and  BO,  indeed,  would  all  other  officers  in 
the  service ;  but  he  could  not  understand 
tbo  diatinctiou  the  boo.  Member  wished 
to  draw,  relative  to  oflenoes  on  the  line  of 
narch.  It  waa  quite  aa  essentia),  that 
esamplet  shonid  be  made  in  cases  of 
mmloy  and  insubordination  aa  in  cases  of 
■heft  It  had  been  proposed  that  the 
French  lyitem  of  punishing  oflenders  by 
•ending  them  to  the  hulks  should  be 
kdoptcd ;  but  bow  wub  that  pOBBlble  to  be 
caniwl  into  rfAct  when  the  army  was  out 
of  the  British  dominions— )a  China,  for 
example  ?  With  respect  to  what  bad 
bean  aaid  about  tbe  liiib  police*  h  aheuld 
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be  remembered,  that  tbey  were  a  very 
different  body  of  men.  They  were  mea 
whose  charactera  recommended  them  to 
their  situ  alio  na.  In  the  army,  there  waa 
no  test  of  character — a  raan  waa  taken 
because  be  was  five  feet  six  inchas  high, 
and  was  a  strong  able  man.  Nothing 
would  give  him  greater  pleaaure  than  to 
see  the  arm|r  raised  to  that  pitch,  that 
corporal  punishiDent  could  b«  totally 
abolished,  as  being  no  longer  nacasaary  t 
hut  looking  to  tbe  class  of  men  enlwiog 
the  amy  at  present,  it  appeared  to  bim 
enential,  that  no  further  limitativna 
should  be  imposed  upon  commanding 
officers.  No  one  could  accuse  command- 
ing officers  of  abusing  their  power.  Tba 
hon.  Member  concluded  by  repealing  bia 
eipreesioot  of  regret,  that  the  motion 
should  have  been  brought  forward  at  this 
particular  pariod. 

Captain  Howard,  having  claimed  tht 
indnlseiMje  of  the  House  for  addressing  it, 
aaid  be  bad  eipaoted  to  bear  the  saroa 
argumenta  addaced  in  tbe  presant,  that 
they  bad  beard  on  former  occaiiona,  and 
that  he  should  have  met  with  aimilar 
appeals  to  the  sympatbiea  of  the  country; 
but  yet,  where  inatances  of  individual 
hardship  were  considered,  tbey  should 
bear  in  miod  that  the  legislation  of  that 
House  bad  generally  been  conducted  oo 
more  broad  and  comprehenaive  priociplea. 
He  wished  to  quote  tbe  opinion  of  Sir  J. 
Macintosh,  who  he  knew  was  considered  a 
high  authority  on  both  sides  of  the  House, 
With  regard  to  the  discipline  of  an  army, 
be  aays  :•» 

"A  prompt  tnd  active  obedience  to  author- 
itj  Is  tbe  6r9t  prinaiple  that  hold  armiat  lo> 
geiher,  and  is  mora  necessary  in  in  amj,  than 

any  othsr  bodj  of  men.     Without  it,  thty 

II  speedily    degenerate    into    a    ferocious 

One  of  the  greatest  and  wisest  men  bad 
concentrated  into  one  aentence,  the  de- 
scription of  an  army,  in  saying,  that: — 

An  armed  and  disciphned  body  mqr  be 
daagerous  to  liberty,  but  an  armed  uhdisci- 
plioed  body  was  daoBennu  to  society." 

The  hon.  Member  concluded  by  stating 
that  in  1836,  tbe  opinion  of  tbe  jadrn  of 
the  land  was  against  the  abolition  of  cor- 
poral punishment. 

Dr.  NtehoU,  from  the  position  which  he 
held  in  connection  with  the  Govemmm, 
and  from  tbe  turn  which  the  debate  bad 
taken,  ha  hoped  be  might  be  permlticd  to 
offer  B  very  few  obaerratloM  to  tba  Houaa, 
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Ho  wu  perrectlj  convinced,  in  conrorroity 
with  the  opintona  of  the  highest  authori- 
ties, both  military 
1  pouible  to 


il,  tliat  ii  was 
n  the  discipline  of 
the  arnny  unless  the  power  of  inflicting 
corporal  punishment  were  retained.  At 
the  same  time,  he  thought  it  neceuary 
and  incurobent  upon  the  authorities  to 
restrict  the  exercise  of  that  power  to 
within  the  narrowest  passible  limits.  He 
begged  to  state  one  or  two  facts  in  illus* 
tratioD  of  the  extent  to  which  the  diminu- 
tion of  this  mode  of  puniihment  had,  of 
late  years,  been  carried.  In  1831,  the 
number  of  men  imprisoned  for  miliiary 
ofiences  was  3,67t);  out  of  tliese,  the 
number  sentenced  to  corporal  puniihment 
was  1,462.  In  1838,  the  number  of  men 
impriioned  was  7,170;  but  of  these  the 
number  sentenced  to  corporal  punishment 
was  reduced  to  850.  This  was  sufficient 
to  show,  that  the  military  authorities  were 
determined,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power, 
to  confine  the  punishment  of  flogging  to 
within  the  nsrrowest  limits.  Since  he  had 
had  the  honour  of  holding  the  situation 
he  now  filled,  there  had  not  been  one 
single  instance,  confirmed  by  her  Majesty, 
in  which  the  sentence  of  corporal  punish- 
ment had  been  inflicted,  nor  had  there 
been  an  instance  in  the  whole  of  the  year 
1841.  In  respect  to  the  motion  of  the 
gallsnt  Member  for  Wycombe,  he  only 
begged  leaTe  lo  remark,  in  confirmation 
of  what  had  been  said  by  other  Members, 
that  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  utterly  im- 
possible  to  apply  in  time  of  war  a  rule 
different  from  that  which  obtained  in  time 
of  peace.  If  the  punishment  were  itig- 
matised  in  time  of  peace  as  brotalizing 
and  demoializing,  he  did  not  see  how  it 
could  be  taken  up  in  time  of  war,  when 
there  was  a  demand  for  the  aclire  and 
zealous  service  of  the  soldier.     When  the 

Kllant  Meifaber  referred  to  the  police  of 
:]and,  he  must  have  forgotten,  that  the 
men  who  composed  that  force  were  not 
only  belter  paid,  but  were  not  sobject 
lo  militan  law  ;  and  that  they  were  not 
compelled  to  remain  in  the  serrice,  con- 
trary  to  their  own  will  or  wish. 

&>loneI  Rawdon  said,  he  saw,  that  hon. 
Gentlemen  were  exceedingly  hungry,  and, 
therefore,  he  would  not  detain  them  long, 
He  could  not  give  a  silent  vote  on  this 
qoestion,  It  might  be  supposed,  that  his 
political  opinions  would  innuencehim  upon 
this  occasion,  but  he  stood  there  as  an  inde- 
ptndent  representative  of  the  people,  aod 
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hould  vole  according  to  hts  conscieulious 
view  (if  the  subject.  It  was  because  he  fell 
that  this  motion ,  if  carried,  wou  Id  bedeslruc- 
tive  to  the  internal  discipline  of  the  army, 
and  thererore  prejudicial  to  the  interests 
of  the  country,  that  he  could  not  give  his 
suppwt  to  it ;  and  it  would  not  be  manly 
conduct  if  he  did  not  express  that  opinion. 
He  did  not  think  it  a  prudent  thing  lo 
bring  forward  this  question  year  after  year. 
It  should  be  remembered  that  a  commis- 


issued  a  few  years  back  to  inquire 
into  this  subject,  and  no  man  could  read  the 
speech  which  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Coventry,  who  was  then  Secreiary-at- War, 
made  upon  that  occasion — do  man  could 
read  the  report  of  the  commissioners  with- 
out seeing  that  it  was  impossible  to  sub* 
stitute  any  other  punishment.  That  com- 
mission was  composed  of  four  civilians  and 

ilitary  men,  so  that  if  there  were 
any  bias  it  must  have  been  against  ihe 
practice.  But  the  report  was  unanimous, 
and  it  was  to  this  effect; — 

Ihe  opinion  of  almost  erery  witness 

rhat  the  substitution  of  other  punishments  in 

army  on  actual  service  is  impracticable, 

and  that,  if  it  were  practicable,  it  would  be 

inadmissible  for  the  beaeOt  of  the  lervice," 

As.in: 

"  It  did  not  appear  safe  to  abolish  this  pu- 
nishment altogether,  nor  were  any  other  pu- 
nishments suggsited  which  promised  better 

He  was  sure  that  any  opinion  of  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  on  the  matter  of  dis- 
cipline would  command  the  altenlion  of 
the  House.  The  Duke  of  Wellington  waa 
asked  this  question — 

"  While  your  Grace  commanded  the  amy 
was  it  your  wiih,  and  did  you  endeavour,  to 
diminish  the  frequency  of  corpora)  punish- 
ment as  much  ai  you  could !" 

Answer — "  As  much  as  possible.  From  the 
time  I  entered  the  army  ii  was  Ihe  desire  of 
every  commanding  officer  I  have  ever  seen, 
and  who  knew  his  duty,  to  diminish  corporal 
punishment  m  much  ss  possible ;  and  there  is 
one  remarkable  eircnmstance  which  I  beg  the 
court  never  to  lose  light  of— that  is  that  this 
punishment  is  always  ioflicled  in  public,  and 
ihal,  supposing  the  comnanding-ofGcer  had  no 
feeling  with  respect  to  it,  he  must  know  that 
many  would  feel  it  in  a  very  extraontinary 
manner — officers  and  soldiers  both — who  arc 
excessively  annoyed  at  it.  But  it  is  inflicted 
as  a  matter  of  necessity ;  and  as  it  is  done  in 
public  there  is  a  security  that  il  will  not  he 
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If  he  knew  of  any  meBni  of  doing  away 
with  thii  punishment,  and  he  said, 

"I  have  not  an  idta  of  any  pouihia  meant. 
I  have  had  the  subject  io  consideration  for  six 
or  saren  yean ;  I  have  luraed  it  over  in  my 
mind  in  every  possible  nay,  and  1  candidly 
declare  that  I  do  not  know  of  any  meaos.  A  ii 
army  without  discipline  nould  be  no  aimy  at 
all ;  and  I  have  not  a  notion  how  you  are  lo 
go  on  wilhoDl  having  a  puDislimeat  which  will 
moke  an  impresaion  upon  ihe  iosubordinaic." 

Yon  talk  of  ImpriaoDment,  but  by  iro- 
priaonment  you  weaken  youraelf,  for  the 
men  In  priion  cannot  serve  you.  Besides, 
by  impriioning  the  bad  man  you  throw 
additiaaal  duly  on  the  good  man,  and 
ihua  punish  him  for  the  fault  of  another.  It 
tnigbt  not  be  difficult,  perhaps,  lo  show  that 
i  niu  bord  i  n  a  ti  on  to  ward  a  no  n  -  com  m  isiion  ed 
officera  bad  increased  as  corporal  punish- 
menthad  been  relaxed.  Hewaspresidenlof 
acourt-marlialinJanuary,  1840,bywhiclia 
Botdier  waa  senlenced  to  receive  150  lashes. 
By  that  proceeding  he  knew  that  the  offi- 
cera  of  the  court-martial  incurred  great 
odium,  but  what  was  Ihe  crime  of  the  sol- 
dier? He  had  quarrelled  with  a'comrade, 
and  was  afterwards  seen  deliberately  to 
load  hi*  tnuaket  with  ball.  It  waa  feared 
that  he  meditated  violence,  and  he  was 
therefore  put  under  arrest.  The  charge  of 
hia  musket  waa  drawn,  and  a  hail  found 
in  it.  For  that  he  waa  sentenced  to  be 
flogged,  and  he  would  averthat  the  officers 
did  their  duly  in  making  an  example  of 
atich  a  man. 

Captain  Potkitt  declared,  that  during 
aiateen  years'  aervice  he  had  witnessed  the 
beaeficial  effects  of  the  commanding-officer 
havinc  the  power  to  indict  corporal  pu> 
nilhment;  and  that  he  had  known  in- 
stances of  the  infliction  of  the  punishment 
ciuaing  a  reformaiion  of  the  delinquent. 

Captain  Bernal  would  only  aay,  that  he 
considered  the  whole  argumeni  lo  have 
been  miaunderalood  and  unanswered. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question  that 
the  clause  be  read  a  aecood  time — Ayes 
59;  Noeal87:— Majority  ]28. 

Li$l  of  Ihe  Ayes. 
Agliofiby,  H.  A.  BnUer,  lion.  Col. 


ArchboM,  R. 
fiamard,  E.  G. 
Bodkin,  J.  J. 
Bowriog,  Dr. 
Bridganan,  U. 
Broiherton,  J. 
Bryan,  U. 
Buller,  C. 


Cobdt  , 
Colhome,  hn.W.N.R, 
Crawford,  W.S. 
Currie,  R. 
DennistDun,  J. 
Diveit,  K. 
Duke,  Sir  J. 
Duncan,  0. 


Dnncombe,  T. 
Eltice,  £. 
Fielden,  J. 
Gibson,  T.  M. 
Gill,  T. 

Gordon,  Lord  F. 
Granger,  T.  C. 
Crallaii,  H. 
Grosvenor,  hard  B. 
Hall,  Sir  Q. 
Hatton,  Capt.  V. 
Humpbery,  Mr.  Aid. 
Jardine,  W. 
Johnston,  A. 
Leader,  J.  T. 
Marslaiid,  H. 
Morris,  D. 

Mostyn,  hn.E.  M.  L. 
CBrien,  C. 
O'Brien,  J. 


O'Connell,  M. 
O'Connell,  M.  J, 
O'Connell,  J. 
Pechell,  Capt. 
Philips,  M. 
PI  umpire,  J.  P. 
Proiheroe,  E. 
Rice,  E.  K. 
Roebuck,  J.  A, 
Rundle,  J. 
Russell,  Lord  E. 
Soi»ervllle,SirW.H. 
Slrult,  £. 
Thornely,  T. 
Villien,hon.  C. 
Waklej,  T. 
Wallace,  R. 
Wiltiami.W. 
Wood,  B. 


Litt  of  (he  Noss. 


Adand,  Sir  T.  D. 
Acland,  T.  D. 
A'Court,  Capt. 
Aeken,  J. 
Aclon,  Col. 
Adderley,  C,  B. 
Anlrobu),  E. 
.\rbulhTiall.  hon.  I 
Archdall,  M. 
Arkwrighl,  G. 
BsBgc.  W. 
Bigot,  hon.  W. 


Bating,  hon,  W.  B. 
Ba!kerTille,T.B.M, 
Beresford,  Major 
Berkeley,  hon.  C. 
Berkeley,  hon.  Cap!. 
Barnard,  Visct. 
Boldero,  H.  G. 
Soifield,  B. 
Bradshaw,  J. 
Bramsloa,  T.  W. 
Brvadley,  H. 
Bioadwoiid,  H, 
Browne,  hon   W. 
Bruce,  Lord  E. 
BuckiFy,  E. 
Buller,  Sir  J.  Y. 
Burrell,  SirC.M. 
fiurroughes,H.N. 
Campbell,  A. 
Carnegie,  hon.  Capt. 
Chelsea,  Vlscl. 
Clements,  Vitcl. 
Clements,  H.J. 
Clerk,  Sir  G. 
Clive,hoo.R.  H. 
Cuckburn,n.hn.SirG. 
Codrington,  C.  W. 
Colvile,  C.  R. 
Corry.rL  hon.  H. 
Cripps,  W. 


Dalrymple,  Capt. 
Damer,  hon.  Col. 
IHrby,  G. 
DeaiBOn,E.  B. 
Dickinson,  F.  H. 
Douglas,  Sir  H. 
Douglas,  Sir  C.E. 
DuDCombe,  hon.  A. 
Dundas,  F. 
Egenon,  Sir  P. 
Eslcourt,  T.  G.  6. 
Farabam,  E.  B. 
Fer(fuson,Sir  R.  A, 
Filmer,  Sir  R. 
Filiroy,  Capt. 
Forbes,  W. 
Forester,  ho.  G.C.W, 
Fuller,  A.  E. 
Gaskell,  J.  Hilnes 
Gladstone,  rt.bn.W.E. 
Gordon,  hon.  Capt. 
Gore,  W.  O. 
Goring,  C. 

Goulburn,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Graham,  rt.  hn.  Sir  J, 
Greenall,  P. 
Greene,  T. 
Grey,  ri.  hon.  Sir  G. 
IIaroillon,C.  J-B. 
Hamilton,  W.J. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C. 
Hard  Inge,  rt.hn.SirU. 
Hardy,  J. 
Hay,  Sir  A.  L. 
Henley,  J.  W. 
Herbert,  hon.  S, 
Hill,  Sir  R. 
Hillsborough,  Earl  of 
Hinde,J.H. 
Hodgson,  K. 
Hogg,  J.  W. 
Hope,  hon.  C. 
Uowan],  hn.  E.G.G. 
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Howard,  licia.  H.  Plamridje,  Cip 

Howjok,  ViMMBBt  Polbill,  F. 

INOD,  S.  Pollock,  Sir  F. 

Jaroei,  Sir  W.  C.  Pned,  W.  T. 

JenDjD,  Eul  Price,  R. 

Jocelyo,  V'uet.  Priagh,  A. 

Johmon,  W.  O.  Ruhleigh,  W. 

Jobnilone,  Sir  J.  Rnwdon,  Col. 

JoDeK,Capt.  11«ade,W.  M. 

Kembte,  H.  Richardi,  R. 

KnBtchb<]ll,Tl.bB^TE.    Rocha,  Sir  D. 

Knight,  H.  O.  KoltesLaa,  Col. 

Knight,  F.  W. 

lAbouchore,  rt.  hn.  H. 

Leicestar,  Earl  of 

Lennox,  JiOtd  A. 

Liddell,  bett.  H.  T. 

Lincoln,  Earl  of 

Lindsay,  H.  H. 

Lockhart,  W. 

I.owilier,  J.  H. 

Lowlher,  boa.  Col. 

Ljall,  G. 

Lygon,  hon.  General 

Macanky.n.hft.T.B. 

Mackenaio.  T. 


M'GeachT,  F.  A. 
Mahon,  ViMt. 
MaiavaringiT. 
Maanen,  luxi  J. 
Marali.  Earl  of 
Manhana,  Viaet. 
Matter,  T.  W.  C. 
Hatternan.  J. 
Meyaall,  Cap*. 
Morgan,  O. 
Mwrajr,  C.  R.  S. 
Napier,  SrC. 
Nerille.H. 
Nicboll,rl.lMii.J. 
Norreyi,  Lord 
O'Brien,  A.  S. 
OsMilDM^  I<onl 
PMpt,Cal. 
Puit,  Lord  W. 
Pakington,J.  S. 
Palmer,  G. 
Patl«n,J.  W. 
Ptet.  n.  hon.  Sit  R, 
Peel,  J. 
Pjgot,  Sir  R, 
CIsuM  rejected. 


Rouud,  C.  G. 
Rushbroak,  Col. 
RuMell,  Lord  J. 
SandoD,  Vitet. 
Scarlell,  hon.  K-  C. 
SeyaMur,  Sir  H.  B. 
Sheppard,  T. 
Sibthorp,  Col. 
Someraol,  Lard  G. 
Somertoa,  Viaet. 
Sotheroo,T.  II.  S. 
Stanley,  Lord 
Stewart,  J. 
Sultoa,  hon.  If.  M. 
Tenneni,  J.  R. 
Thompson,  Mr.  AU, 
Trench,  Sir  F.  \V, 
Troller,  J. 
Vere,  Sir  C.  B. 
Vamer,  Col, 
Virian,  hog.  Major 
Vivian,  ban.  Capl. 
Vy»yan,  Sir  R.  R. 
Wall,C.  D. 
WilbT.  G.  E. 
Wbitnme,  T.  G. 
Winnhiglon,  SirT.  K. 
Wodehonte,  £. 
Wood,  CoL 
Wood,  Col.  T. 
Wortley,  bon.  J.  S. 
Wyndbam.  Col.  C. 
Wynn.Sir  W.W, 
Young,  J, 
Young,  Sir  W. 

iiLtEaa. 

Freraanile.  Sii  T, 
Baring,  H. 
Bill  paued. 


CuaTOMs    Uptim    {West    iKorAK 
Ava    North    Americak    Colonies).] 

Houte  in  coouniUee. 

Mr.  Gladitona  moTed, 

"  That,  from  and  after  a  day  or  days  to  ba 
named,  the  dotles  chargeable  upon  goedt, 
ware*,  or  merehaodiie,  impoitcd  or  bronghl 
into  any  of  (ha  Driiiafa  possettiont  in  Anerica 
or  the  Mauriiios,  under  or  by  viriae  of  the 
following  acts  reapectivelj,  namaly;  Act  4, 
Geo.  3,  c,  IS,  irapoiinK  certain  duties  on 
It  impoilad  jnlo  the  Britiib  potseaaiont 
-^i  A«  •  0*0.  a,  c.  '"   ■ ' — 


CWi$l  IadiMa»d  S^ 

lain  dutiei  on  molaaaat,  lyrupa,  and  ^meai 
imported  into  the  Dhtitb  posieiiions  in  Ami 
rica ;  Act  14  Geo.  3,  o.  SS,  impoaing  certai 
datiei  on  tpiril*  iBpoitad  into  (Jatnda ;  Act 
and  4  WilL  4,  c.  59,  for  reffuUtii«  tbe  ir^d 
of  tb«  British  poaaeaaioM  abroad,  attall  G»a* 
ai>d  be  repealed. 

Agreed  to. 

The  right  bon.  GenlleiMn  w<t  moved 

"  That  in  lieu  of  the  aforctaid  duties,  there 
shall  be  payable  upon  goods,  wares,  snil  mer- 
chandiie  uot  being  (he  growth,  pTodadion,  or 
manufacture  of  the  United  KingcloM,  or  of  may 
of  tha  Britith  pottauioni  in  America,  or  irt  any 
of  lite  British  poaseasions  within  the  limit*  of 
the  Katt  India  Company's  Charter,  imporlftd 

brought  into  any  of  me  Britith  potaeastons 


■riage  o 


tbati) 


xtlng  dntiea : 


Wheat  Flour,  the  barrel  of  IM  lb*.    ..3     0 
Fith,  of  foreign  taking  or  curing,  driad 

or  tailed,  the  owl 3    0 

Fiab,    of     foreign    taking    or    curing, 

pickled,  Iha  barrel  ..  ..4     0 

Meat,  salted  or  cured,  the  cwt.  , .      3     0 

Butler,  the  cwt.  ,.  ..BO 

Cheese,  the  cwt.  . ,  ..59 

Co&«,  thacwi.  ..  ..5    0 

Coooa,  the  cwt.  ..  ..3    0 

Molaaaea,  the  cwt.  ..9    9 

Sugar,  unrefined,  the  ewt.        , .  ..50 

Refined  sugar,  the  produce  of  and  re- 

Soed  in   foreign  counlriet,   30    per 

cent,  ad  vslarem. 
Tea,  unleaa  imported  direct  tram  China. 

or  vAtm  imported  from  the  United 

Kingdom,  or  from  any  of  the  QritMh 

PoMesnient, p«T  lb.         ..  ..0    1 

um,  per  ^llon  ..00 

Other  Spirits,  per  gallon        .,         ..     1    e 
Ghtt  Manufactures  f , .  „..  ,     ,     j     , 
Silk  Mannhetures    J  U  pe"enl.  arf  ««&««. 

Wine,  whether  bottled  or  not 
Cotton  MamifMtura*  . . 

Linen        ditto  .. 

Woollen  ditto 
ler  ditto 
Paper  ditto 
Hardware 

Clocks  and  Watchei 
Manufactured  Tobacco 
Soap 

Cork*,  Cordage,  and  Oakum 

Oil,  Blubber,  Fini,  and  Skins,  the  prodoM  of 

fish  and  creatures  living  in  the  sea,  of  foreign 


Articles  not  enumerated,  except 
such  as  are  comprised  or 
ferred   to  in   dw  sabjoi 
Table  of  " - 
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And  if  any  of  the  goodt  hereio-v 
before  propooed  to  be  charged 


Saeh  goods 


Kiih    duty      except    Sugar    gh^,,  o„j    be 

aod  Tea,  ahall  be  imported    chawed  with 

through  Ihe  United  Kingdom  \  (iiree-fourth* 

(having    been    warehonaed    ^f  ,be  duties 

therain,  and  btiog  eiported     hereinbefore 

from  the  wareboiue)    ""  """" 

dnliei  tbtreon,  if  thi 

baring  be«ii  dr  ann 

And  there  ihall  be  pajable  a  duly  of  10  per 

cent,  ad  valarta  upon  augan  refined  in  bond 

in  the  United  Kingdom,  not  being  the  produce 

of  any  of  the  BritiBh  posiesiions  in  America, 

or  of  any  of  the  British  poaseasiona  within  the 

limits  of  the  Eait  India  Comptiny'g  Charter, 

imported  or  brought  iato  any  of  the  Brilltli 

poeattaiiona  io  America  or  the  Mauritius. 

And  if  in  any  of  the  British  poasessions  in 
America  or  the  Uauritiua  any  duty  be  charge- 
itble  by  any  colonial  law  upon  any  articles  si- 
milar to  the  above,  but  bring  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture  of  the  United  Kinfjaom, 
ar  of  the  Briliah  posaesaions  io  Americn,  or  of 
th«  Briilsh  poateiaiont  within  ihe  limits  of  tlie 
Boat  India  Company's  Charter,  or  the  produce 
of  the  Gritiah  Gaheries,  beyotid  the  duty  (il 
any)  chargeable  by  such  colonial  law  upon  ai- 
WuaT  foreign  arliclai, — the  hereinbefore  men- 
tioned imperial  duty  upon  aucli  foreign  arii- 
dei  ahall  be  increaaed  by  auch  eiceax  or 
amount  (aa  the  cage  may  be)  of  Ihe  dnliei  ao 
ehai^eable  by  tueh  colonial  law  upoo  nmliar 
Britiih  articlta. 

And  if  in  any  of  ihe  British  pooeaiiona  in 
Amsrica  or  Ihe  Mauritiua  any  duly  be  chorga- 
ible  bvauy  colonial  law  upon  tea  imparted 
direct  from  China,  or  importM  trom  Ihe  United 
Kingdom,  or  any  of  ine  Britiih  posstaaiona, 
bMond  lbs  du^  (if  any)  chargeable  by  lueh 
Mtmiai  law  npon  tn  not  sa  imported,— The 
bartinbefbre  maDtioned  impend  duty  upon  tea 
Mt  ao  imported  ahall  be  increaied  by  an^  ea> 
caai  or  amount  (as  the  case  may  be)  of  the  du- 
ties *a  chargeable  by  auch  colonial  law  upon 
tea  impoiled  direct  from  China,  or  imported 
from  the  United  Kingdom,  or  from  any  of  the 
Britieh  pHMMuioDS. 

Mr.  Lahowhere  on  Ihe  fitst  item  of  the 
rsiolution  relative  to  wheat  fiaur,  being 
read,  aak},  be  believed  the  tima  had  ar> 
rived  for  btinging  forward  the  motion  of 
vhich  ha  had  given  notice.  He  deeply 
leeretted  to  find  in  a  ineaiiire,  the  general 
pnnciplea  of  which  he  entitely  approved, 
and  wBi  prcparad  cordially  to  aupport,  a 
prppoaal  IO  highly  objeetiooable — lo  much 
Rt  variance  with  the  general  purpart  of  the 
bill,  and  vhich  he  felt  it  bU  duty  to  realat 
by  aiery  meant  ia  hia  power.  The  pro- 
poaalof  GovernmeBlwas  to  alter  the  exisl- 
wg  law.  which  permitted  the  free  importa- 
tioB  from  tlu  Vaited  States  into  Canada 
of  ft  great  tarielj  of  arlicUs,  aad  to  im- 


poae  a  duly  on  aomo  of  the  most  im- 
portant of  them.  It  wai  necessary  lor 
him  to  slate  what  the  presaDl  system  was. 
By  the  preset)  t  ayatem,  the  articles  of  wheat 
flour  and  cured  provisions  were  allowed 
to  cross  the  border  of  the  United  States 
into  Canada  without  paying  any  duly 
whatever.  That  principle  was  adopted  by 
the  House  in  1831  on  a  full  consideration 
of  the  question,  when  a  bill  was  brought 
in  by  his  lale  lamented  Friend  (Lord 
Sydenham),  then  Vice-President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  Previous  to  that  period 
a  duty  was  chargeable  on  wheat  floor 
brought  to  Canada  from  the  United  States 
of  5s.  per  barrel,  and  then  also  a  duty  on 
the  importation  of  Bslted  provisions.  The 
laie  Lord  Sydenham  proposed  lo  the 
House  to  remit  those  duties,  and  the 
House  having  agreed  with  him,  the  trad* 
across  the  border,  so  far  as  the  Imperial 
Parliament  was  concerned,  was  left  entirely 
free.  That  noble  Lord  argued  that  no 
imperial  interest  was  concerned,  that  no 
liritiah  interest  was  maintained  by  inter- 
fering with  the  free  entrance  oF  these  pro- 
visions into  Canada.  That  was  the  opin- 
ion he  then  aspressed,  and,  not  being 
contradicted,  his  measure  was  not  opposed. 
He  begged  the  attention  of  the  committee 
to  the  very  important  grounds  on  which 
Lord  Sydenham  proposed  his  measure. 
The  House  would  agree  with  him,  that 
there  waa  a  very  important  principle  con- 
nected with  their  decision  on  this  queatioa. 
He  held  it  to  ba  a  sourtd  general  principle 
to  abstain  from  all  interference  with  the 
coloniet  in  reference  to  snlyects  of  thia 
kind,  unless  some  cleqr  advantag^-4oate 
distinct  object— waa  stated  for  their  inter* 
ference.  That  principle  was  recognise)) 
in  the  bill  which  they  were  now  conaidei- 
ing,  except  in  reference  to  the  duty  it  went 
to  impose  on  the  importation  of  Ame- 
rican svhcat  into  Canada.  In  every  other 
respect  it  was  a  measure  of  relszatioD,  bat 
on  that  point  alone  it  was  a  measure  of 
restriction.  The  same  principle  was  stated 
by  Lord  Sydenham  when  he  produced  bit 
measure  to  the  Housf  of  Commona.  He 
said  that  by  taking  off  altogether  the  dtlty 
on  flour,  they  would  secure  for  their  own 
shipping  the  freight  of  all  the  American 
flour  that  came  down  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence, without  the  expense  of  its  being 
warehoused  as  before.  That  was  one 
reason.  Lord  Sydenham  went  on  to  say, 
"  that  great  advantage  would  accrue  from 
Ihe  arrangcmeol  «f  allowing  siiled  provb' 
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•ioni  to  be  imparled  free  of  dut;,  that  of 
gelling  rid  of  all  the  custom  houses  on  the 
St.  Lawrence,  and  opening  that  outlet  to 
the  productionsof  the  states  bordering  upon 
the  Ohio."  Mr.  Berries,  who  followed  Lord 
Sydeuham  io  that  debate,  alihough  lie 
objected  to  some  parts  of  the  plan  then 
proposed,  did  not  object  to  that  part  of  it 
relating  to  Canada.  So  far  as  it  appeared, 
then,  the  justice  of  the  principle  laid  down 
by  Lord  Sydenham  was  universally  al- 
lowed by  the  House.  But  they  were  now 
called  on  to  retrace  Iheir  steps — to  go 
back  and  enforce  those  principles  which 
were  unanimously  abrogated  by  the  House 
in  1831.  It  behoved  tliem  to  cnnsider 
well  the  grounds  on  which  they  were  asked 
to  do  this.  There  was  no  imperial  interest 
—DO  interest  of  any  kind  half  so  strong 
as  that  which  was  stated  by  Lord  Syden- 
ham— the  relaininz  the  St.  Lawrence  as 
the  great  outlet  for  the  produce  of  Mi- 
chigan, Indiana,  Ohio,  of  all  those 
portions  of  America  io  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  great  lakes.  These  stales 
were  rapidly  increasing  in  prosperity,  and 
every  one  woald  admit  (hat  the  St.  Law- 
rence was  the  natural  outlet  for  the  pro- 
ductions of  these  states.  Independent 
of  all  other  considerations,  he  thought 
the  employment  which  such  a  traffic  would 
give  to  our  shipping  was  of  inHniiely 
greater  importance  than  the  paltry  duty 
which  was  now  proposed  to  be  levied. 
The  House  ought  to  know  the  grouads  on 
which  they  were  called  on  to  assent  to 
this  measure.  He  was  happy  to  say  that  the 
discussion  that  had  taken  place  the  other 
night  on  this  subject,  and  the  admissions 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  had 
brought  the  question  within  very  narrow 
limits.  The  right  lion.  Gentleman  said 
that  he  did  ^ot  propose  the  measure  for 
the  benefit  of  the  English  landowners,  and 
as  he  disclaimed  any  such  intention,  be 
hoped  that  they  would  not  hear  the  ques- 
tion argued  as  one  having  any  connection 
with  the  system  of  corn-laws  in  this  coun- 
try, or  that  the  House  was  called  on  to 
make  the  change  for  the  benefit  of  any 
class  of  i)ersons  in  this  country.  He  had 
asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether 
he  proposed  the  measure  for  the  benefit  of 
any  class  in  Canada,  remarking,  if  he  had 
done  so,  that  it  would  be  much  better  to 
let  the  Canadian  Legislature  protect  the 
interests  of  the  people  of  Canada  as 
they  saw  Gt.    The  right  boo.  Gentleman 
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acknowledged  the  obvious  justice  of  the 
observation,  and  said  that  he  had  not 
proposed  the  tax  for  the  benefit  of  any 
Canadian  interest.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman might  say,  that  the  Canadians 
complained  of  the  high  duty  put  by  the 
United  Slates  on  Canada  flour,  and  that 
their  remedy  was  to  place  a  duty  on  Ame- 
rican flour.  He  would  express  no  opinion 
on  this  point,  beyond  saying,  that  it  ought 
to  be  left  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Colonial  Legislature.  But  this  was  not 
the  question  before  the  House.  If  any 
Canadian  interest  was  affected  by  the 
present  measure,  it  was  obviously  no 
ground  for  the  interference  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament.  He  was  happy,  however,  to 
receive  the  admission  of  the  right  hon, 
Gentleman,  that  he  had  brought  forward 
liis  measure  with  no  such  inleution.  He 
then  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for 
whose  interest  the  measure  had  beea 
brought  forward  ?  But  he  had  not  received 
a  very  satisfactory  answer  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  on  this  point.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said,  that  it  was  founded 
on  the  inter-colonial  principle.  But  Canada 
being  a  corn -es porting  country,  he  told 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  he  could 
not  understand  how  a  protecting  duty  on 
wheat  imported  into  Canada  from  the 
United  Slates  could  protect  the  produce 
of  any  other  British  colony.  He  had  not 
been  fortunate  enough  to  receive  any 
answer  on  this  point,  which  rather  sur- 
prised him,  when  he  considered  the  talent 
end  ingenuity  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  introduced  the  measure.  It  was 
not  merely  the  article  of  flour  on  which 
they  proposed  to  place  a  duty,  but  Go- 
vernment proposed  to  apply  the  same 
principle  to  sailed  provisions.  Under  the 
plan  of  Lord  Sydenham,  which  was  now 
the  law,  salted  provisions  were  imported 
into  Canada  from  the  United  Stales  free, 
as  far  as  the  Imperiul  Parliament  was 
concerned.  Government  proposed  to  put 
a  duty  of  3i.  per  cwt.  on  salted  provisions 
and  cured  meat.  He  protested  against 
this,  and  hoped  the  committee  would  not 
give  their  consent  unlets  strong  reasons 
were  advanced  by  Government  in  support 
of  the  proposal.  In  the  resolutions  which 
he  had  propoaed  last  year,  he  had  care- 
fully abstained  from  altering  the  law  which 
si  present  existed  on  this  subject — he  left 
all  these  matters  free,  and  he  could  only 
regret  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
pursued  a  diflerent  course.     He  did  not 
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mean  to  contend  that  the  pment  tyilem 
did  notefibrd  a  facilityforlheimportalioD 
ofCaDBdiaa  flour  into  ihia  country.  He  be- 
lieved and  he  rejoiced  that  it  did ;  he  be- 
lieved thatitorten  happened  Canadian  Hour 
was  tent  to  this  country,  and  thai  the  peo- 
ple ofCanada  went  to  the  United  Siaieifor 
(he  flour  which  theythetntelveicontumed. 
When  last  this  lubject  was  discussed,  he 
KCoDected  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary 
for  the  Colonie*  stating  that  the  present 
■yttem  gave  rise  to  a  great  deal  of  fraud 
in  this  respect.  He  aaid,  that  he  believed 
United  States  flour  was  brought  across  the 
border,  and  that  Canadian  flour  was  sent 
to  this  country.  He  had  made  some  in- 
quiries of  parties  who  were  possessed  of 
very  precise  iDformation  on  this  point, 
and  from  all  be  could  leara  he  believed 
that  there  was  not  much  fear  of  that  fraud 
being  carried  to  any  great  extent.  A 
barrel  of  flour  sent  from  Canada  to  this 
country  must  have  the  brand  of  the  mill 
at  which  it  was  ground,  and  as  the  mills 
for  the  grinding  of  wheat  for  exportation 
were  very  extensive  establishmenis,  there 
was  very  little  fear  of  fraud  taking  place. 
But  whether  it  did  so  or  not,  he  trusted 
that  this  would  not  be  used  as  an  argu- 
ment for  the  proposal  of  Government, 
He  believed,  that  the  trade  which  had 
•prung  up  of  late  years,  and  was 
increasing  between  Canada  and  the 
United  Slates,  was  likely  to  be  of  the 
greatest  advantage  to  both  countries.  He 
begged  the  committee  to  recollect  that 
this  American  flour  was  paid  for  wholly 
in  British  manufaclures.  It  was  stated,  in 
the  course  of  the  debates  on  this  subject, 
by  one  of  the  hon.  Hembers  for  ShefHeld, 
that  at  a  period  of  great  distress  in  that 
town,  the  distress  was  materially  alleviated 
by  the  circumstance  of  there  being  a 
considerable  importation  of  flour  into  Ca- 
nada from  the  United  States,  which  was 
paid  for  by  Sheffield  ware.  He  begged 
the  attention  of  hon.  Gentleman  to  this 
part  of  the  subject.  He  had  heaid  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  bead  of  af- 
fairs state  his  extreme  anxiety,  if  by  any 
fair  means  he  could  do  so,  to  frame  the 
Corn-law  in  such  a  way  as  to  obviate  the 
disadvantage  under  which  the  United 
States  laboured  in  reipect  to  the  coin 
trade  with  this  country  as  compared  with 
other  countries — those  on  the  Baltic,  for 
instance.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  ad- 
mitted, that  as  the  United  States  were 
belter  customers,  so  it  would  be  desirable 
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to  take  the  corn  which  our  necessities 
might  compel  us  to  import  as  much  as 
possible  from  that  country.  Now,  he  did 
not  ask  the  Government  to  grant  any 
faciliiies  which  did  not  already  exist  fur 
carrying  on  acorn  trade  with  America.  He 
did  but  call  upon  them  not  to  put  a  atop  lo 
a  channel  of  trade  which  was  open  at  the 
present  moment.  The  present  system,  he 
admitted,  did  in  some  degree— he  regretted 
it  was  not  to  a  greater  extent — compenaato 
America  for  the  disadvantages  under  which 
she  now  laboured,  with  reference  to  her 
corn-trade  with  this  country.  He  did 
not  think  it  necessary  to  trouble  the  com- 
mittee with  any  further  observations.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  truly  said,  that 
in  legislating  with  respect  lo  these  matters 
of  trade,  it  was  extremely  difficult  toavwd 
falling  into  errors;  but  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  also  said,  that  whenever  a  case 
could  be  made  out  to  his  satisfaction^in 
which  an  error  had  inadvertently  been 
committed,  he  would  be  perfectly  ready 
to  alter  it,  without  suffering  himself  to  be 
induced,  by  any  fancied  necessity  for  ad- 
hering to  consistency  of  conduct,  into  a 
perseverance  in  a  cause  which  he  be- 
lieved, on  reflection,  to  be  at  variance 
with  the  general  interests  of  the  commerce 
of  the  country.  He  really  hoped,  unleag 
they  should  hear,  in  the  course  of  the 
present  debates,  some  stronger  arguments 
than  he  had  yet  heard,  or  than  he  expected 
to  hear,  that  the  committee  would  refuse 
its  sanction  to  a  proposal  which  appeared 
to  him  to  be  no  less  detrimental  to  British 
trade  than  it  was  opposed  to  every  eonnd 
principle  of  commercial  legislation.  He 
proposed,  therefore,  after  the  words 
"  wheat  flour,"  lo  add  the  words  "except 
in  Canada."  If  that  should  be  carried, 
he  would  pursue  a  similar  course  with 
regard  to  salted  provisions, 

Mr,  Gladstone  perfectly  concurred  with 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as  to  the  inex- 
pediency of  interfering  in  any  subject 
belonging  to  colonial  legislation  by  dis- 
cussion in  that  House.  At  the  same  time, 
when  such  things  did  occur,  the  best  way 
of  obviating  any  inconvenience  was  to  ap- 
proach the  subject  in  the  manner  in  which 
the  right  hon.  Genlleman  had  approached 
it.  He  concurred  in  all  the  general  prin- 
ciples laid  down  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man with  respect  to  the  expediency  of 
giving  every  fair  encouragement  to  the 
trade  with  the  United  States.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  thought  fit  to  com- 
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plioieDt  bim  on  his  lalegt  and  ingenuity. 
He  feared,  however,  that  he  muit  declioe 
ibe  compliment  of  the  right  hon.  Oentle- 
mani  for  it  tppeared  that  he  hid  failed  to 
convey  an  accurate  idea  of  his  meaiure  to 
(he  mind  nf  the  right  hon.  Gentleroan, 
and  he  t*u  aure  thia  could  only  b« 
owinf  to  want  of  clearneu  on  his  pan. 
Tbe  right  hon.  Oentleman  laid,  there  were 
two  reatont  why  floitr  ahould  be  exempted 
from  duly  on  enteiing  Canada  from  the 
United  Siatei,  one  of  which  wai  in  order 
to  deilroy  the  custom-hamea  on  tbe  fron- 
tier. Now,  he  (Mr.  Gladstone)  did  not 
exactly  lee  how  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  succeed  in  efiecUng  ibat  object  by 
hU  pretent  ■mendment ;  became.  In  order 
to  be  enabled  to  aboliab  (he  custom- 
houiea,  he  muit  exempt  all  other  articlea 
that  crou  the  frontier  trom  duly  as  well  ai 
flour.  [Mr.  £a6ovcftere .-  On  what  other 
artielea  la  the  imperial  duly  levied.]  On 
qvery  article,  with  (he  exception  of  flour 
tod  salt  meat.  If  butter  croued  the  fron- 
tier, it  would  be  subject  to  duty,  Theie- 
fore,  it  appeared  to  bim,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  must  hare  been  directing  hit 
obiervations  to  a  subject  of  infinilely 
g;reater  importance  —  namely,  that  of 
making  the  St.  Lawrence  the  great 
outlet  of  (he  north-western  States  of  the 
American  Union.  He  perfectly  agreed 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  hit  views 
on  that  subject,  but  he  feared  the  time 
wai  hardiv  come  when  they  could  entei 
upon  the  oiscuision  of  that  aubjecl,  with 
tta  entire  scope  in  view.  He  did  not  think 
that  such  a  ^ueition  could  be  fully  enter- 
tained lilt  the  works  on  the  St.  Lawrence 
were  completed.  As  far  as  he  could  form 
an  opinion,  when  these  works  ibould  be 
complete,  it  night  be  well  worthy  of  eon- 
aideration  whether  to  establish  for  the  Ca- 
nadians a  system  of  freedom  of  trade,  with 
respect  to  imports  of  produce  f(om  the 
Union,  exempting  them  from  our  colo- 
ntal  system.  If  thev  said,  "We  wish 
to  abandon  these  privileges,  which  you 
have  secured  to  us  by  your  laws,  in  order 
that  we  may  at  tbe  same  time  liberate 
ourselves  from  your  artificial  reMrictiooa," 
he  could  qodersiand  that  as  a  perfectly 
fair  proposition  ;  but  he  could  not  under- 
stand on  what  ground  they  could  prefer  a 
claim  to  alt  the  benefits  of  our  colonial 
system, while  ibey  should  seek  to  Ik  relieved 
from  its  limitations  and  restrictions.  Thi 
was  not,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
■eemed   to  suppoK,  a  queatioa  of   the 


(Wat  Indian  amii 


tranamiiiioD  of  American  produce  <]o« 
the  St.  Lawrence,   The  right  boo-  Gentl 
man  was  aware  that  there  were  provUioi 
already  which  allowed  American  goods   i 
pau  down  the  St,  Lawrence  wiibout  pa] 
mentofduty.  ^lAr.  l^bowhtr* :  By  wan 
housing  tbem.]    Not  by  warehoqaiqc;  ex 
actly,  but  by  bonds :  he  did  not.  howavei 
think  it  worthwhileto  discuss  the  poiatifoi 
until  they  had  the  St.  Lawrence  in  acwtdi 
tton  to  compete  with  the  rival  channel  o 
transmlasion  by  the  United  State*,  the  (ion 
was  not  come  for  the  consideration  of  tba 
question*  Ha  came  now  to  the  reaaQos  upoc 
which  the   present  proposition   bad    b«eii 
Tfoommended  to  the  House.    On  a  forraei 
evening,  in  answer  to  the  right  hon.  Oen- 
tleman, he  had  said,  without  any  scruple, 
that  the  object  or  this  proposition  ww  not 
merely  to  remove  an  anomalous  exemptwa. 
On  that  occasion  he  asserted,  that  no  such 
object  at  the  protection  of  Cauadiaa  in- 
terests or  British  interests  entered    into 
the  project.     The  right  hon,  Gentlenian 
would  see,  that  it  must  be  lo)  the  propo- 
sition spoke  for  itself.    If,  while  they  laid 
a  duty  of  2f.  a  barrel  on  American  flouri 
so  as  to  check  its  importation  into  our  othsr 
colonies,  they  allowed,  at  the  same  tinti 
the  Americans  to  carry  their  6oui  acroaa 
their  rivers  or  lakes  into  Canada,  and  then 
allowed  the  Canadian  merchant  to  lend  it 
to  our  colonies  as  Canadian  flour,  it  nust 
be   evident  that  the  duly  would  b«  ao 
much   bonus  to  h'm%  and  so  noch  tax 
upon   tha   consumer!  of  those  colooiti. 
Parliament   could   not  enterutn  vieb,  a 
project.     The  right  boo.  GeDtlentst)  bad 
asked  whoae  interests  this  duty  wat  d«- 
signad   to  benefit,  and  in  doing  sq  ap> 
peared  to  confine  his  view*  to  the  {uo- 
ducing  class  in  the  respective   eoloniea 
alone.    It  was  not  designed  to  defend  spy 
class  of  producers,  but  a  class  of  coaiunart. 
[Itlr.  ZaioucAere:  Whom  T]  Those  of  tha 
colonies  which  were  importers  sad  not  <x- 
porters  of  flour.     The  principle  qf  tha 
colonial  laws,  and  a  ven  just  syitem  be 
held  it  to  be,  was,  that  woere  p[er«r«ncai 
were  given  to  articlea  of  col onitl  grow tb, 
the   producing  eoloniea   should  n«t  be 
permitted  to    create  a  flctitiout  eipart 
trade,  and    so   gsiu   artifi^cial  {trofiU  It 
the  enpenao  of  other   coloni«i  by  txl^ 
stituting  foreign  produce  for  tttit  oun, 
This  was  the  case  with  the  tropicsl  produc- 
tions of  sugar  and  rum.    Tha  liglii  lioa. 
Gentleman  himselfapplied  a  very  itiiagtat  ^^  . 

rule  of  this  kind  with  regard  le[iiB,ialhi  {      OOOlp 
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aetof  lut  year.  Canada  vti  io  ibflcondition 
of  an  esponiof  colony.  He  did  not  mean 
to  My  oxcliuiv«ly  exporting,  becaute  there 
«««  f«w  coHQtriea  that  did  not  wmetimes 
inport.  Therefore,  the  duty  now  pn^Nwed 
ma  BO  tax  on  the  coniumera  or  Canada ; 
llw  coQaomera  in  that  colony  being  sup- 
plied by  their  own  produce.  Tlie  queition 
«u  tbia.  I'here  were  other  coloniei  babi- 
Itially  importing  connlriea— Newfuund- 
land  for  iiiatance,  and  the  West  Indiei. 
Hon,  GeDtlemen  oppotite  would  be  the 
first  to  blame  him  if  he  pursued  an  oppo- 
site coune ;  and  woold,  be  coDceived,  b=- 
jcording  to  their  own  ptinciples,  contend 
ibat  be  taxed  iheie  colonirs  in  order  to 
fira  a  preference  to  Briiiih  flour.  The 
ayitem  which  at  present  eiiiled  whs  a 
■yateni  of  give  and  talu.  The  question 
BOW  was  whether,  by  giving  the  exporting 
oolony  which  claimed  the  benefit  of  dilfer- 
•ntial  duly  in  other  colonies,  a  power  of 
free  importation  for  itself,  ibey  would  ena- 
ble the  merchants  of  that  expwtlng  colony 
in  afTect  to  lay  a  tax  on  foreign  produce  on 
its  way  10  an  importing  colony.  He  would 
auppOBC  that  Newfoundland  required  for  iu 
conaamptioD  50,000  barrels  of  flour  per 
Mmum.  He  would  suppon  the  law  which 
be  now  proposed  to  carry  to  be  in  exist- 
ence. Here  were  tbe  United  Slates  on 
one  aide  of  the  St.  Lawrence  able  to  send 
tbait  Soui  into  that  colony ;  Ihera  was 
Canada  oa  Iha  other  aide,  not  having  (let 
it  be  suppQsad,  for  a^ument'a  sake.)  any 
|KOdM*  of  ber  own  to  export,  becauie  she 
eouMMait.  bat  havii^  Om  power  tocarry 
titese  50,000  barrels  of  flour  over  the  St. 
Lawrence,  and  to  re-espon  them  free  of 
duty  to  Newfonndland  ;  tbe  efiect  of  this 
operation  would  clearly  be  to  tax  the  New- 
fouadlaod  consnmer  for  the  benefit  of  the 
merdiaDt  in  Canada.  Was  not  tbnt  the 
fact  ?  [Mr.  Labouchera  was  onderitood  to 
intimate  bis  dissent.}  He  wassiirprised  ihat 
any  doubt  could  exist  on  the  subject.  Tbe 
importer  would  get  additional  profit.  He 
did  not  mnintaiD  lhat  tbe  people  of  New- 
foandland  would  be  able  to  get  iheir  flour 
ebeaper  by  impoiting  it  direct  from  tbe 
United  States;  io  that  case  tbe  revenue 
woald  obtain  that,  wUch  would  tend  to 
dtminisb  taxation.  If  the  people  of 
Canada  were  to  say,  ve  do  not  want  yuur 
diferentiol  doty,  but,  on  the  contrary,  had 
rather  be  on  a  footing  with  tbe  rest  of  tbe 
woild  in  the  colonial  marketi ;  we  wish  to 
become  the  oatkt  of  tboae  vast  cocn-grow- 
iB(  ilaua,  nod  tharefere  ciain  to  ba  n- 
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lieved  from  these  artificial  diaadvantsges, 
that  would  be  a  fair  question  to  entertain ; 
but  the  case  was  otheiwise.  The  plan  of 
the  right  bon.  GemlemBR  would  tend  to 
create  an  artificial  export  trade,  or  neither 
more  nor  less  than  this — to  lay  a  transit 
datv  on  American  produce  to  the  colonies, 
a  duly  imposed  only  on  importing  colonies, 
and  not  on  those  which  exported.  These 
were  the  grounds  on  which  he  opposed 
the  amendment  of  the  right  boo.  Gentle- 
man. These  were  what  he  called  inter- 
colonial principles;  he  menot  principles  of 
equality  and  impartiality  in  the  commercial 
reletions  established  by  Parliament  be- 
tween colony  and  colony.  He  hoped  it 
was  a  qaestioa  on  which  they  might  oom' 
pare  opinions,  or  agree  to  differ,  without 
any  party  feeling ;  for  on  the  general  ob- 
jects in  view  perfect  concurrence  prevailed. 
Uoder  these  circumstances  be  was  perfectly 
willing  to  leave  the  question  in  the  hands 
of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Roebuck  wisbeil  to  know  why  a 
duty  of  2t-  on  a  barrel  of  American  flour 
ahould  be  imposed  on  its  importstion  into 
Canada  ?  Did  the  right  hon.  Baronet  ap- 
preheod  that,  under  tbe  name  of  Canadian 
flour  imparted  into  England,  there  might 
be  imported  American  lour,  and  that  for 
the  purpose  of  keeping  that  out,  be  would 
put  upon  it  a  duty  that  should  render  it 
difficult  to  bring  it  into  Canada?  Ha  had 
fancied  that  might  be  the  object  of  Ibe 
right  bon.  Baronet;  but  "  No,"  said  the 
right  bon.  Baronet,  "  I  have  no  such  ob- 
ject in  view."  The  truth  was,  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  did  not  know  what  tbe  real 
object  of  imposing  such  a  duty  at  all  was. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  been  used  as 
an  instrument,  not  knowing  what  he  was 
about ;  for  be  put  perfect  faith  in  what 
tbe  right  hon.  Baronet  bad  slated,  and  he 
believed  that  no  advantage  was  attempted 
to  be  attained  for  anybody  in  England. 
He  gave  the  right  hon.  Baionet  credit  for 
hii  statement,  bat  at  tbe  same  time  ha 
was  bound  to  say  that  tbe  only  rational 
ground  he  could  give  for  this  proposed 
impost,  arose  from  that  sectional  spirit- 
that  desire  to  promote  a  fancied  interest 
which  parties  thought  they  bad,  in  maia< 
taining  a  monopoly  in  the  growth  of  corn 
— self-interest  was  always  intelligible. 
The  dread  of  leaving  foreiga  corn  un- 
touebed  by  any  impost  was  the  besetting 
sin  of  the  landlords  of  England.  To  fa- 
vour that  feeling,  therefore,  and  to  imoolh 
tb«  difficultica  that  lay  in  the  way  of  tbe 
T2 
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right  bon.  Baronet,  difficnltiei  which  he 
deeply  appreciated,  and  which  he  vai 
glad  to  aee  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
the  courage  to  face—'but  nevertheleii,  in 
order  to  imooth  away  thoie  difBcultiea, 
and  hold  out  wraeihing  to  the  agricollu- 
ral  classes  who  were  ravlnp;  behind  him, 
there  was  this  put  forward  aa  a  sop — 
"Don't  you  see,  that  by  this  impost  we 
are  about  to  render  it  imposiibie  that 
there  should  be  any  importation  of  Ame- 
tican  flour?"  He  could  not  close  his  re- 
inarks  without  touching  upon  one  great 
point  which  the  House  ought  to  benr  in 
mind,  namely,  whether  the  British  Legii- 
Uture  was  now  in  a  cooditiuD  to  impose  a 
duty  for  the  benefit  of  the  landlords  of 
England  upon  the  importation  of  com 
from  America  into  Canada?  This  was  a 
point  be  would  spealc  upon  by  and  by :  at 

E resent  he  would  proceed  to  explicate,  if 
a  conid,  the  ratiocination  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said — "  I  do  not  intend  to  attempt  to  fa- 
vour or  benefit  any  interest  in  England  ; 
neither  do  i  intend  to  benefit  any  interest 
Id  Canada.  I  do  not  intend  to  benefit  the 
pTodacers;  my  object  is  to  benefit  the 
contumeri."  Now  he  would  aik,  was  it 
the  consumers  in  Canada?  The  benefit  to 
the  ctmiumers  in  Canada  he  took  to  be 
cheap  corn ;  but  you  do  not  cheapen  it 
by  putting  a  duty  of  two  or  three  shillings 
a  barrel  upon  it.  Therefore  it  could  not 
be  the  consumers  in  Canada  who  were  to 
be  benefitted.  "  No,"  said  the  right  bon. 
Geotlemsn,  "but  it  is  the  consumers  in 
Newfoundland."  Now  he  (Mr.  Roebuck) 
wished  to  know  how  the  consumer  in  New- 
foundland was  to  hate  his  corn  cheaper 
by  having  an  impost  of  two  shil]in|s  a 
barrel  upon  itT  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
shook  his  head.  He  knew  there  were 
cerlaia  catch  words,  a  sort  of  phraseology 
used  to  explain  this :  the  phrase  was 
"differential  duties."  He  had  always 
found  that  half-bred  physicians,  half-bred 
philosophers,  and  half-bred  theologians, 
sought  shelter  under  the  use  of  technical 
phraseology;  but  those  who  thorouehly 
understood  the  subject  they  were  talking 
about,  always  used  the  language  of  plain 
common  sense:  and  he  would  recommend 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  never,  when  speak- 
ing on  this  subject,  to  use  the  word* 
"differential  duties."  But  the  question 
he  wished  to  have  solved  wns  this,  how 
the  imposition  of  2s.  a  barrel  upon  Ame- 
rican flour  by  way  of  duty  could  lower  its 


price  to  anybody  t  He  did  not  ondeiitand 
how,  by  possibility,  that  could  be.  Ho* 
could  the  Canadians,  af^r  paying  a  duty 
of  2s.,  import  American  flour  into  New- 
foundland cheaper  than  it  could  be  im- 
ported from  America  itself?  Would  any- 
body give  2).  more  a  barrel  for  flour  be- 
cause it  csme  from  Csnada,  and  not  from 
America?  Not  a  bit.  American  com 
was  better  than  Canadian  corn,  a*  he 
knew  from  experience,  and  would  find  its 
way  to  Newfoundland  without  a  Zi.  in- 
posl.  How  the  right  hon.  Baronet  codM 
make  tt  out,  he  could  not  understand. 
The  fact  was,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was 
in  a  mess ;  he  wanted  to  make  out  a  case, 
but  he  was  unable  to  do  so— he  talked 
round  about  the  subject,  and  about  and 
about  it,  but  he  never  explained  it.  The 
real  question,  then,  was  this — was  the 
House  prepared — the  Government  itself 
having  declared  that  it  had  no  object 
in  view  as  respected  this  country,  and 
as  respected  Canada — upon  the  eiplana. 
lion  which  had  been  given  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  to  put  a  duty  upon  foreign 
corn  imported  into  Canada,  and  that  for 
the  benefit  of  the  consumers  in  New- 
foundland ?  Were  they  to  interfere  with 
the  great  principles  of  colooial  self-go- 
veroment,  for  the  purpose  laid  down  by 
the  right  hon.  Baronet?  He  had  always 
believed,  that  the  rule  laid  down  since  the 
disnstrous  war  with  America,  which  led  to 
American  independence,  was  not  to  inter- 
fere with  the  legislation  of  oar  cotonies, 
except  as  far  as  regarded  matters  of  trade. 
Tlie  right  hen.  Baronet  had  admitted,  that 
he  did  not  intend  this  tax  for  the  benefit 
of  the  merchants  of  England,  or  of  Canada, 
nor  for  the  benefit  of  the  producers  or  the 
consumers  in  Cansda,  but  that  he  intended 
it  (or  the  benefit  of  the  consumers  in  New- 
foundland. The  argument  was  reduced  to 
that  single  item.  It  was  for  the  benefit  of 
the  consumers  in  Newfoundland.  [Lord 
Stanley:  And  for  others.]  Where  <>ere 
they 7  [Lord  Stanley:  In  the  West- 
Indies.]  Were  they  to  receive  flour 
cheaper  because  a  duly  of  2s.  a  barrel 
was  put  upon  it.  He  wished  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  or  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  or  the  noble  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies,  or  any  political  economist  on  the 
Ministerial  benches  to  explain  how,  by  the 
imposition  of  a  duty  of  2s,  upon  a  barret  of 
American  Sour,  ihey  would  cheapen  the 
article  in  our  colonial  markeL  That  was 
the  question  in  issue.  He  wanted  to  know  ., 
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how  that  could  be.  The  right  hon.  B&< 
roDet  had  taken  some  time  to  cxpUin 
it;  sod  he  had  said,  the  tax  was  im- 
powd  upon  an  inter-col oaial  piinciple. 
Aod  when  he  traa  asked  what  that  prin- 
ciple wa*,  the  answer  wis  —  the  im- 
posing  a  duty  of  2s.  upon  every  barrel 
of  flour  imported  into  Canada,  and  that 
for  the  benefit  of  the  consumer!  in  New- 
foundland. And  it  wa>  upon  this  prin- 
ciple, that  a  great  country  like  England 
t*u  about  to  legislate.  Tliey  had  broken 
up  the  original  constitution  of  the  Ca- 
Dadai — tbej  had  made  one  legislature 
ant  of  the  two  estates — they  had  crowded 
Frenchmen  into  the  hall  or  Englishmen  ; 
and  had  bound  them  up  into  one  body; 
and  they  then  inierfered  as  much  as  they 
could  with  everything  connected  with  the 
interesla  of  that  people  ;  and  were  now 
about  to  repeat  nn  act  similar  to  thai 
which  finally  dissevered  the  United  States 
from  Great  Britain,  and  in  perfect  contra- 
vention of  the  statute  which  was  passed 
prior  to  that  event,  and  triih  the  express 
new  to  ward  it  off.  What  was  it  that 
commenced  the  riots  at  Boston  t  It  was 
the  imposition  of  a  lax  upon  tea.  And 
they  were  now  about  to  impose  a  duty 
upon  corn.  Why,  might  they  not  sup- 
pose thst  there  might  be  some  demagogue 
in  Canada  who  might  point  out  to  ihe 
people  of  that  country  that  this  imposi- 
tion was  an  inrringeoieot  of  the  statute  of 
George  3rd,  which  declared  the  wisdom 
of  not  Bgiiu  interfering  with  colonial  af- 
fairs  7  Why,  might  not  some  leader  rise 
up,  and  say  to  the  Canadian  people,  point- 
ing Id  the  United  SUtes,  "  Look  I  there  is 
a  free  country ;  there  is  no  metropolis  to 
interfere  with  the  productions  of  your  in- 
dustry, or  the  freedom  of  your  commerce." 
Why  might  he  not  compare  Upper  Ca> 
mda  with  New  York,  or  with  Michigan, 
orwith  Wisconsin,  where  there  were  rising 
Dp,  from  day  to  day,  city  a^er  city,  and 
BietTopolia  after  metropolis,  and  where 
railroads  were  extending  thousands  of 
miles  in  length  beyond  any  known  in 
En^and ;  why  might  not  such  an  indivi' 
duu  contrast  the  condition  of  those  states 
with  that  of  Csnada,  which  was  now  an- 
able  to  rite  and  exert  her  innate  energies, 
becauae  of  the  weight  that  was  pressing 
upon  her?  Were  they,  the  British  Par- 
liament, prepared  to  impose  upon  Canada 
this  tax,  and  thus  risk  the  separation  of 
that  colony  from  the  mother  country,  by 
tkh  interfirence  with   colonial  arrange- 


ments? Was  it  to  be  said,  that  there 
should  he  no  colonial  legislation?  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  said,  that  there 
was  no  great  chance  of  the  importation  of 
much  corn  or  flour  from  America  into 
Canada  because  of  the  natural  impedi- 
menlB  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  Tbil 
onjyshowed  how  ignorant genitetnen  often 
were  upon  matters  that  most  intimately 
concerned  the  interests  of  the  British  de- 
pendencies. The  importation  from  America 
into  Canada  was  easy  beyond  almost  any 
conception.  It  did  not  depend  upon 
impediments  on  the  river  St.  Lawrence 
coming  from  America  to  Canada,  for  the 
tide  ran  down  so  rapidly  and  smoothly 
that  corn  floated  lo  Montreal,  as  he  had 
often  seen  it  do,  to  twelve  hours,  as  if  it 
were  wafted  by  the  spirit  of  (hat  mighty 
stream.  And  yet  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  spoken  on  the  subject  with  that  au* 
thoriiy  which  office  inspired,  but  not  with 
that  knowledge  which  office  required,  be- 
cause, on  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  from 
America  (o  Canada  there  were  none.  Let 
the  world  live  a  thousand  years,  and  they 
would  not  have  the  means  of  importation 
from  America  to  Canada  more  easy  than 
ihey  had  now.  Why,  then,  did  they  pro- 
pose ihis  tai?  It  was  that  mischievous 
spirit  which  besets  them.  They  did  not 
know  how  to  govern  the  countries  they 
possessed,  but  by  showing  a  petty  love  of 
authority  by  this  mischievous  interposition. 
Why  not  let  the  people  govern  themselves  ? 
The  House  did  not  know  even  the  common 
geography  of  the  country.  They  did  not 
know  the  common  arithmetic  of  the  coun- 
try. The  commercial  people  of  this  coun* 
try  would  tell  you,  that  if  you  put  a  duty 
of  2t.  upon  a  burrel  of  flour,  you  would 
raise  the  price,  ,But  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman's knowledge  of  political  economy 
declared,  that  ihe  way  to  reduce  the  price 
was  to  impose  a  duty.  The  commercial 
knowledge,  political  economy,  and  the 
geographical  knowledge  of  the  tight  hon. 
Baronet  were  upon  a  par.  The  ri^ht  hon. 
Gentleman  shook  his  head.  Then  not 
only  be,  but  almost  all  the  Gentlemen  on 
his  side  of  the  Houte,  were  most  unform- 
nale,  for  they  could  not  understand  him. 
He  would  now  say  a  few  words  upon  the 
law  of  the  case.  The  proposition  he  laid 
down  was  this— first,  ibal  good  policy 
would  teach  you  not  to  inlerrete  with  the 
internal  regulations  of  your  colonies,  with- 
out some  special  ground  being  laid  that  it 
would  be  fur  the  beneli:  of  the  whole  com- 
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munity  or  (he  colony.  ,  . 
rioq  waa,  that  (he  mode  in  which  ihat 
beoeiit  «» to  be  derifed  wni  eipecially 
painted  out  by  the  Declaratory  Act  of 
Great  Britain,  and  that  you  ahould  not 
say,  that  you  would  interfere  vilh  iti  trade 
for  this,  that,  or  the  other  purpose;  not 
for  the  purposei  of  the  re»enue  of  the 
)rfor  the  purposes  of  ihe  tr 


of  Great  Britain.  The  only  case  in  which 
Great  Britain  might  interfere  with  its 
trade  at  all  was  where  they  could  point 
specifically  and  broadly  to  Iheir  being 
benefjciat  to  the  great  leading  intereils  of 
thii  oiighly  empire.  Now,  he  would  asit, 
what  interest  was  to  he  promoted  by  this 
proposition?  The  right  hon.  Genllenion 
had  put  the  agricultural  interest  out  of  the 
question,  because  he  had  said  it  wasnot  hrii 
object  Id  promote  that  interest  by  this  tax. 
The  mercantile  interest  he  did  not  wish 
10  benefit  at  all.  All  whom  he  appeared 
lo  wish  to  favour  were  certain  fish  ourers 
at  Newfoundland.  The  Ui  was  not  for 
the  regulation  of  trade,  or  to  balance 
trade,  nor  to  promote  the  shipping 
carrying  trade,  but  it  was  to  benefit  the 
conauiners  of  corn.  He  would  pin  ihi 
right  hon.  Baronet  to  that  proposition 
Now  the  onus  was  upon  the  right  hon 
Baronet  to  show  how  by  the  imposition  of 
a  duty  of  2».  a  barrel  corn  could  be  made 
cheaper  to  the  consumer.  The  rule  was 
this:  in  1778,  just  before  England  was 
forced  to  acknowledge  the  independence 
of  the  Uoiled  States,  an  attempt  was  made 
to  conciliate  the  angry  state  of  the  mind 
of  the  American  people  by  a  declaratory 
act  which  he  would  read  to  the  House. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  here  read 
the  Act  of  George  the  3rd,  as  follows — 

"  Whereaa  taxation  by  the  Parliament  of 
Greal  Britain,  for  (he  purpose  of  raisinga  re- 
TGiioa  in  his  Majesty's  colonies,  proTJnces, 
and  plantations  in  Nonli  America,  bat  been 
found  by  experience  to  occasion  great  uneaii- 
ness  and  disorders  among  tiis  Mwetty's  faith- 
ful subjects,  who  may,  nefeithefesa  be  dis- 
posed to  acknowledjie  the  justice  of  contri- 
bulini;  lo  (lie  coninion  defence  of  the  empire, 
provided  such  contribution  should  be  raised 
under  the  aulliority  of  the  general  court  or 
general  aiaembly  of  eacli  respective  coluny, 
province, Of  plantation;  and  wiiereat,  in  order 
iu  well  to  remove  the  said  tjneaiineu,  and  lo 
<|UJct  the  minds  of  his  Majesty')  subjects  who 
may  lie  disponed  to  return  to  their  allegiance, 
Hs  ID  restore  (he  jieace  and  weirare  of  nil  hts 
Majesty's  domininoa,  it  is  expedient  lo  d^clara 
thai  ilie  King  and  racliament  of  Great  Hriiain 
will  nul  iiiipoae  any  duly, 
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for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  re 
the  colonies,  provinces,  or  plai 
please  your  Majesty  that  it  may  be  declared 
and  enacted ;  and  it  is  hereby  declared  and  en- 
acted, by  the  King's  most  emllent  Majesty,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  coaseot  of  the  Lords 
spiritual  and  temporal,  and  Commons,  in  tbii 
present  Parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  that  from  and  sfVer  Ihe 
passing  or  this  act,  the  King  and  Parliament 
oF  (jreat  Britain  will  not  impose  any  duty,  tax, 
or  assessment  whaleter,  payable  in  any  of  his 
Msjesiy's  colonies,  provinces,  or  plaatal)o«> 
in  north  America  or  the  Wast  Jodie*,  cicnpt 
only  such  duties  as  it  may  be  aipBdiaut  to  ieoa 
posa  for  the  regulation  of  commarce  (  tlie  net 
produce  of  such  duties  to  be  always  paid  and 
applied  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  colony,  pro- 
vince or  plantation,  In  which  the  same  shall  be 
respectively  levied,  in  such  manner  as  other 
duties  collected  by  the  authority  of  the  re- 
spective g a neral  courts  or  general  assemUiea 
oFsucb  colonies,  provinces,  or  plantations,  are 
ordinarily  paid  and  applied." 

With  that  act  before  the  House,  the 
onus  lay  upon  those  who  were  about  to 
impose  a  tax  upon  the  colooy  of  Caatda 
to  show  that  it  wai  for  iba  regulation  of 
commerce,  and  for  the  general  benefit  of 
the  whole  United  Kingdom.  U  wai  not 
enough  to  show  that  it  might  by  poaaibility 
put  i\d.  or  Hd.  into  somebody's  pocket, 
but  it  must  be  shown  that  it  would  pro- 
duce a  benefit  to  the  community  at  laig*. 
And  now  he  would  put  it  lo  therighthon. 
Baronet  how  he  could  ibow  that  the  Com- 
merce of  England,  the  carrying  trade  of 
England,  the  iniernat  trade  of  Canada,  tir 
the  general  inieresttof  commerce  of  Great 
Britain,  not  excepting  the  agrictlltaral  in- 
tereat  in  thia  oounlry,  which  it  was  aaid 
waa  not  to  be  benefitted  by  this  matter— li« 
would  ask  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  show 
to  the  Houia  and  to  the  country  at  latg« 
how  thia  general  binefit  was  lobe  obOioed 
by  railing  lo  the  consumer  the  price  of 
flour,  by  patting  on  a  duty  nf  2i.  ft 
barrel. 

Lord  SlanUy  thought  the  hon.  and 
learned  Oentletnan  might  haVa  convinced 
himself,  that  at  least  the  proposition  be  ' 
had  been  discassing  was  not  peculiarly 
intended  for  the  benefit  of  the  agricultnrAl 
tntereal,  it'  he  had  nnly  obaerved  the  kiud 
of  attendenoe  of  hon.  Membera  on  tb« 
Ministerial  side  of  the  Houae.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Genilemati  had  charged  hk 
right  Iton.  Friend,  with  an  igoorance  of 
the  geography  of  Canada,  an  ignorance  «f 
political  economy,  and  an  ignorance  of 
the  commercial  bearing  of  Ihe  tax  now 
.  under  diccnHtOD.     Ho  did  not  Ibiak,  tbtt  c  by 
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bis  right  hon.  Friend  atood  in  need  of  any 
defence  tgninst  theie  chaTgcs  of  the  hon, 
■nd  learned  Genilemaa,  or  that  he  need 
in  any  way  fear,  upon  any  one  or  ftil  of 
Ihoae  rabjecu,  (a  corae  in  competition 
with  ibfl  boh.  ind  harned  Member.  But 
the  hon.  tod  learned  Gentleman  bad  most 
elaborately,  through  (he  coarK  of  hik 
speech,  misreprewnted  both  ihti  propoii- 
tioDl  laid  down  by  kia  right  hon.  Fnend. 
In  the  (iret  plnce,  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  quoted  the  Declaratory  Act, 
which  inBond  rMtriciions  upon  the  Par- 
liament of  Great  Britain  of  imposing  a  lai 
upon  tbe  coloniei  for  the  regulation  of 
trade,  aycb  tas  to  be  applivd  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  colony;  and  then  conlendtd, 
that  the  Britiah  Parliament  had  no  right 
to  impoM  any  Ux  Upon  any  of  the  colonies 
which  waa  not  to  bl  oniverMlly  beneficial, 
that  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  general 
interest,  excluding  the  agricultural.  [Mr. 
Rotbuok.-  I  Hid,  "not  excluding."] 
Well,  not  excluding  the  agricultural  inter- 
est. The  hoo.  «ad  learned  Gentleman 
accused  his  right  hon.  Friend  (Sir  R.  Peel) 
•r  DO*  baviag  known,  that  the  river  St. 
Idwrence  fumilhed  an  easy  communica- 
tion between  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  Hit  right  hon.  Friend  never 
made  &  representation  that  could  have 
confictfld  bim  of  an  ignorance  so  gross. 
No  perton  in  England  could  be  so  igno- 
nnt.  What  bis  right  ban.  Friend  did 
■ay  waa  this — and  he  said  it  in  answer  to 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Taunton  (Mr. 
Laboucbare)  who  had  reminded  the  House 
that  the  whole  of  this  trade  was  paid  for 
in  Britioh  goods,  and,  therefore,  it  ought 
to  be  maintained  for  the  encouragement  of 
British  manufactures —what  bis  right  hon. 
Friend  said,  in  reply,  waa  t — 

"  I  fear  ynu  hsTs  taken  loo  sanguine  a  view 
of  the  else,  and  hsva  not  considered  the  diffi- 
culty orcarrtfing  goods  up  the  St.  Lawrence. 
The  dlSooliy  of  tbt  transit  fran  Cansda  up 
to  America,  by  the  rirct  St.  Lawrence,  is  so 
great,  that  I  am  afraid  you  trill  not  get  a 
trade  to  an  extent  which  will  pay  for  the 
transport  of  corn  brought  down  the  St.  Xiaw- 
reuce  fnm  the  wesietn  stales  of  America." 


That  was  the  answer  of  his  right  hi 
Friend  ;  but  that  argument  had  been  quite 
iriirepreaented  by  the  hon,  and  teamed 
Hemnr.  The  other  argument  of  his  right 
hon.  Priend  was  equally  misunderstood  by 
tho  hon,  and  leatned  Member  fur  Bath — 
hfl  meant,  the  argumeDt  as  to  the  benefit 
to  be  derived  by  tbe  people  of  Nawfound- 
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land  from  the  imposition  of  the  proposed 

The  hon.   and    learned   Gentleman 

not  aaderstaad  how  the  imposition 
of  2t.  duty  upon  a  barrel  of  Sour,  can  make 
flour  cheaper  to  the  consumer  instead  of 
dearer." 

Now,  his  right  hon.  Friend  never  con< 
tended,  that  com  or  flour  in  Newfound- 
land would  be  received  cheaper  from 
Canada,  with  a  duty  of  St.,  than  it  would 
f>om  the  United  States  ;  but  what  bis 
right  boa.  Friend  conteiided  was  this— 
that  whereas  Canada  possessed  in  the 
first  instance  the  opportunity,  right,  and 
privilege,  of  importing  into  any  colony  be- 
longing to  the  British  empire,  corn  or 
flour,  subject  to  a  lower  duty  than  what 
was  received  on  the  same  articles  imported 
from  other  quarters  of  the  globe,  tbe  result 
of  importing  Hour  from  the  United  States 
into  Canada  free  of  duty  wtiuld  be  not  to 
relieve  the  consumer  of  any  colony  to 
which  Canada  might  carry  It— say  to 
Newfbundland — from  the  payment  of  any 
additional  price  which  the  duty  Imposed 
upon  the  importation  of  flour  or  wheat 
directly  from  the  United  Slates  into  that 
colony — say  Newfoundland  —  would  oc- 
casion ;  but  the  benefit  of  that  additional 
price  would  go  into  the  pockets  of  the 
merchants  of  Canada.  Take,  for  instance, 
the  case  of  2,000  banels  of  flour  imported 
from  the  United  States  directly  into  New- 
foundland, at  a  duty  of  2f.  The  duly  of 
2>.  would  go  to  the  revenue  of  the  colony 
of  Newfoundland.  Now,  suppose  no 
such  duty  was  imposed  upon  flour  im> 
ported  into  Newfoundland  from  Canada, 
what  would  be  the  result  T  The  price  of 
flour  in  Newfoundland  would  be  regulated 
by  the  price  which  the  merchants  of  tha 
United  Stales  would  accept,  after  having 
paid  the '2i.  duty.  The  result,  then  would 
be,  that  the  Canadian  merchant  would 
receive  the  same  price  for  his  flour  as  tbe 
merchant  of  the  United  States  had  re- 
ceived, although  he  would  not  have  paid 
the  2s.  duiV'  This  would  hold  out  a  bonui 
for  the  Canadian  merchant  lo  obtain 
American  flour  to  take  to  Newfoundland  : 
and  in  proportion  as  the  quantity  so  im- 
ported into  Newfoundland  by  Canada  was 
obtained  from  the  United  States,  would 
be  the  diminution  of  importation  from  the 
United  States  direct  to  Newfoundland. 
And  as,  furthermore,  flour  imported  from 
the  United  States  to  Newfoundland  paid 
a  duty,  whilst  flour  from  Canada  to  New* 
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foundland  did  noi  pay  a  duty,  and  as  llie 
price  of  the  Canadinn  imported  Hour,  Tree 
of  duty,  was  regulated  by  the  United 
States  imported  flour  paying  a  duty — the 
Teiult  would  be,  that  the  revenue  of  the 
coloDV  of  Newfoundland  would  lose  2$. 
upon  every  barrel  of  flour  imported  from 
Canada,  which  had  been  obtained  from 
the  Uoited  States  by  Canadian  merchants, 
and  the  beaetit  and  profit  to  the  exact 
same  amonnt  would  go  into  the  pockets  of 
those  same  Canadian  merchants.  To 
rectify  this  evil,  to  benefit  not  so  much 
the  consumer  in  Newfoundland  as  the 
revenue  of  that  colony,  it  was  proposed  to 
impose  a  duly  of  25.  a-barrel  upon  all 
flour  transported  from  the  United  Stales 
into  Canada.  He  rose  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  eiplaining  the  points  on  which 
the  bon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  mis- 
understood his  right  hon.  Friend.  The 
proposition  was  brought  forward  as  one  of 
justice  and  equity  between  different  colo- 
nies. He  agreed  with  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  that  no  interest  io  Canada — 
no  interest  in  this  country — no  agricultural 
question  connected  with  the  importation 
of  com  into  England  had  anything  to  do 
with  this  question.  It  was  merely  a  ques- 
tion of  inler-colonial  policy;  and  to  his 
mind,  was  one  of  very  small  and  very  in- 
significant importance,  and  one  which  was 
not  at  all  calculated  to  raise  in  Canada 
those  hostile  feelings  which  the  bon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  seemed  to  anticipate. 
It  was  merely  a  questian  of  regulation  of 
duties  between  two  colonies,  the  interests 
of  both  of  which  the  British  Legislature 
was  equally  bound  to  protect.  It  was  not 
a  question  of  class- interest ;  it  was  for  the 
purpose  of  pulling  two  colonies,  one  an 
eiponing  and  the  other  a  consuming 
colony,  upon  an  equal  footing. 

Mr.  Roebuck:  Did  the  noble  Lord 
mean  (o  tax  Canada  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people  of  Newfoundland  ? 

Lord  Slaaleg .-  The  object  was  not  to 
tax  Newfoundland  for  the  benefit  of 
Canada. 

The  Committee  divided  on  Mr.  Labou- 
chere's  motion : — Ayes  54  ;  Noes  63 : 
Majority  9. 

List  of  the  Ayes. 


Aglionby,H.  A. 
Ainiworlli,  P. 
Aldam,  W. 
Bannerman,  A. 
Bamird,  E.  G. 
Blawiu,  H.  J. 


Borthwick,  P. 
fio wring.  Dr. 
Broth erton,  J. 
Browne,  R.  D. 
Browne,  hon.  Vf. 
Buifeitd,  W. 


Chapman,  B. 
Cabden,  K. 

Crawford,  W.  S. 
Duke,  Sir  J, 
Duncan,  Visct, 
Dundai,  D. 
Escolt,  B. 
Fielden,  J. 
Gibson,  T.  M. 
Hay,  Sir  A.  L. 
Heaibcoat,  J. 
Holds  worth,  J. 
Eloward,  hon,  H. 
Kowick,  Visct, 
James,  W. 
Labouchere, 
-Uarsland,  II. 
Morns,  U. 
Norreys,  Sir  D,  J, 
O'Brien,  J. 
O'Brien,  W.  S. 
Pechell,  CapMin 
Philip!),  M. 


Piooey,  W. 
I'lumridge,  Capl. 
Rice,  E.  K. 
tlusiell.  Lord  J. 
Smith,  B. 
Stanton,  W.  H. 
Stewart,  P.  M. 
Thornely.  T. 
Tufnell,  H. 
Tuite,  II.  M. 
Villi ers,  hon.  C 
Vivian,  hon.  Major 
Wakley,  T. 
Wallace,  R. 
Wawn,  J.  T. 
hn.H.     Williams,  W. 
Wood,  B. 
Wood,  C. 
Wrlghtson,  W.  B. 

Roebuck,  J.  A. 
Buller,  C. 


List  of  the  Noes. 
Acland,  T.  D.  Jermyn,  Earl 

Acton,  Col.  '  '  '"  ' 

Allix,J.P. 
Antrobus,  E. 
Arbulhnott,  hon,  H. 
>,  W. 


w.o. 

Jones,  Capt. 
Kemble,  H. 
Kirk,  P. 
KnatchboU,  right  faoB. 

SirE. 
Lockharl,  W. 
Hackentle,  T. 
Mam  waring,  T. 
Mannen,  Lord  J. 
Meynell,Capt. 
O'Brien,  A.  S. 


Peel,  rt.  hon.  Sir  1 
Plumptre,  J.  P. 
Polhill,  F. 
Praed,  W.  T. 
Pringle,  A. 
Reade,  W.  M. 
Round,  C.  G. 
Rusbbrooke,  Col. 
Russell,  C. 


Bernard,  Visct. 

Boldero,  H.  G. 

Bolfield,  B. 

Campbell,  A. 

Clerk,  Sir  G. 

Coole,  Sir  C.  H. 

Corry,  rt.  hon.  II. 

Crippi,  W. 

DenisoQ,  E.  B. 

DickinnoD,  F.  U. 

Douglas,  Sir  II. 

Fiwroy,  Capt. 

Forbes,  W. 

Fuller,  A.  E. 

Gaikell,  J.  Milnes 

GlBd3lone,rt.hn.W.E. 

GordDn,hon.  (Japt.        ...     . 

Goulbura,  rt.  lion.  tl.     Stanley,  Lord 

Graham,  it.  hn.  Sir  J,     Stewart,  J. 

Greenall,  P.  Sulton,  boa.  H.  H. 

Hamilton,  W.J.  Tenneut.J.E. 

Harcourt,  Q.  G.  Trench,  Sir  F.  W. 

Hardinge,rt.bn.  Sirll.    Trotter,  J. 

Hardy,  J.  Vere,  Sir  C.  B. 

Henley,  J.  W. 

Ileriierl,  ban.  S.  TELLtai. 

Hinde,  J.  H.  Fremantle,  Sir  T. 

Hope,  hon.  C.  Young,  3. 

Resolution  again  put. 

Lord  J.  Russell  said,  he  was  not  about 
to  address  the  committee  on  the  question 
aa  to  the  dutiea  to  be  imposed  upon  fisb, 
salted  or  cured,  otherwise  than  to  say  the 
preteot  proposition  was  a  continuance  of 
the  Hune  kind  of  legialation  u  that  which  -;( 
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had  been  carried  juit  now  by  so  small  a 
iDBJority.  He  wished  ihe  committee, 
howerer,  to  cODiider  wliat  was  the  existing 
stale  of  things.  The  right  hon.  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  found  a 
law  in  force  for  eleven  years,  by  wbicb 
corn,  flour,  and  provjgions  of  different 
kinds  had  been  introduced  into  Canada 
from  other  countries  duty  free— he  found 
also  that  under  that  stale  of  things  great 
benefit  had  been  derived— that  trade  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Canada  was 
increasing — he  found  that  on  some  occa- 
aions  the  distress  which  bad  prevailed 
among  the  manufacturers  of  this  country 
had  been  reUeved  by  the  demand  by 
Canada  for  goods  the  produce  of  Sheffield 
and  other  manufaciuriog  towns,  in  order 
to  pay  id  goods  for  the  provisions  received 
from  the  United  States,  In  the  midst  of 
thia  stale  of  things  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, while  no  single  practical  evil  arose 
from  this  system,  without  being  able  to 
Btate  to  the  committee  that  any  single 
particular  mischief  had  arisen  from  this 
law,  which  bad  existed  and  been  acted 
upon  for  eleven  years,  came  down  with  his 
abstract  principle  and  said, 

"Because  ihe  [revenue  of  Newfbundlsud  is 
injured,  I  will  interpose  with  my  legislation 
■ad  interrupt  that  which  hu  btsn  good, 
wholesome,  and  useful  to  commerce,  and  pat 
an   end    to   all   iha   advaDtages   which    have 

.  He  never  in  his  life  had  beard  so  wanton 
and  unnecessary  a  proposition.  If  the 
tight  hon.  Gentleman  hod  stated  that  this 
measure  was  for  the  benefit  of  a  great  Eng- 
lish interest,  or  that  it  was  requisite  for  tlie 
protection  of  that  interest  which  already 
had  the  Corn-laws,  or  that  it  was  neces- 
lary  for  the  protection  of  some  imperial 
interest,  then  though  he  must  have  said 
that  the  principle  was  erroneous  and 
the  legislation  vicious,  still  be  could  state 
that  great  interests  were  concerned,  and  a 
great  matter  obtained ;  but  this  proposi- 
tion was  admitted  not  even  to  be  for  the 
benefit  of  the  consumer,  and  was  only  for 
the  sake  of  a  distinction  in  which  Canada 
and  some  West  India  islands  were  con-^ 
cerned.  What  was  the  case  which  had 
been  made  out  by  the  right  hon.  Genlle- 
man?  Why,  that  the  Canadian  merchant 
being  able  to  send  his  goods  to  Newfound- 
land and  other  colonies  duty  free,  had  an 
advantage  over  the  foreign  or  American 
merchanl,  inasmnch  as  ha  sold  bis  pro- 
wioaB  at  the  lams  price*  and  thereby  de- 


rived an  advantage.  But  even  this  argu- 
ment supposed  that  ihe  Newfoundland 
market  could  not  be  supplied  without  im- 
portation from  the  United  States,  and 
talcing  that  to  be  the  case,  it  was  nade 
out  that  no  positive  advantage  would  arise 
to  the  consumer  under  the  proposed 
scheme.  The  unly  thing  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  made  oot  was,  that  tb« 
Canadian  merchant,  and  those  engaged  in 
the  navigation  of  ihe  St.  Lawrence,  and 
(he  transit  of  goods  through  Canada  at 
present  gained  some  advantage.  Now,  ha 
begged  to  ask  was  this  a  reason  for  the 
alteration  of  a  system  now  established  for 
eleven  years — a  system  which  had  worked 
and  was  siill  working,  and  which  in  time, 
he  did  not  hesitate  to  say,  would  produce 
very  great  advantages  7  There  could  be 
no  greater  advantage  than  a  free  commu- 
nication between  Canada  and  the  United 
States— that  traffic  was  increasiog,  would 
increase,  and  would,  he  was  persuaded, 
be  the  means  of  bringing  back  to  the  colo- 
nies and  to  this  country,  a  great  importa- 
tion from  the  western  states  of  North 
America.  He  conld  understand  the  ap- 
plication of  the  punuiple  for  which  the 
right  hoc.  Gentleman  now  contended  to 
the  East-India  rum  question,  but  even  in 
that  case  conditions  bad  been  added  to 
the  benefit  conferred.  In  this  case,  how. 
ever,  there  was  no  benelit  conferred  upon 
anybody,  except  under  a  refined  and  ab- 
stract notion,  upon  the  revenues  of  New- 
foundland, and  for  this  Parhament  was  is- 
terfertng  with  the  laws,  the  commerce, 
and  the  future  prosperity  of  Canada. 
He  hoped,  that  although  the  commiltea 
had  decided  just  now  in  favour  of  that 
principle  on  the  question  of  wheal,  they 
would  not  carry  the  principle  any  further, 
and  would  negative  the  proposition  now 
under  consideration  ;  and  he  also  hoped 
that  in  some  future  stage  the  House  would 
discountenance  this  system  of  petty, 
meddling,  and  mischievous  legislation. 

Mr.  Gladstone  said,  when  he  considered 
the  number  of  colonial  questions  with 
which  the  noble  Lord  had  had  to  deal, 
and  the  knowledge  which  the  noble  Lord 
must  possess  of  the  relations  between  this 
country  and  the  colonies,  he  was  sorry 
the  noble  Lord  had  not  followed  tha 
example,  in  tone  and  temper,  set  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  member  for 
Taunton.  He  must  say,  that  a  sharper 
speech  than  that  of  the  noble  Lord,  and 
language  lets  juatified  by  the  o«»«od,  be 
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had  never  heard — With  raipect  to  the 
Brgumtnt  of  the  noble  Lord,  all  he  would 
IB;  wBi  this— that  if  the  noble  Lord  in- 
tended to  imply  that  the  effect  of  this 
meaiure  nat  to  limit  the  commerce  be- 
tween Canada  and  the  United  States  he 
Mat  completely  miitaken;  fur  he  must 
know,  or  DU^ht  to  knov,  that  eteo  if,  upon 
these  particular  articlei,  this  effect  would 
be  ineideatally  produced,  upon  CTery 
Other  article  On  which  a  rated  duty  was 
laid  b?  the  right  hon,  Oentleman  last 
year,  that  rated  duty  was  proposed  to  be 
ntduced.  The  noble  Lord  alluded  to  (be 
duty  on  salted  meat  as  if  it  were  intended 
alto  to  obatruct  the  commerce  between 
the  United  States  and  this  country 
through  the  medium  of  Canada.  The 
noble  Lord  alluded  to  it  n  if  it  had  that 
aspect  and  view.  [l.ord  /  Rutnll:  Inci- 
dentally.] A  more  unfortDnate  instance 
the  noble  Lord  could  not  hare  selected. 
It  was  impossible  that  America  should 
■end  her  salted  meat  into  Canada,  paying; 
9i.  doty,  to  be  transmitted  from  Canada 
to  thia  country,  for  this  reason,  that  Ame 
rica  mijjbl,  from  her  own  norls,  under  the 
tariff"  proposed  by  hia  right  hon.  Friend, 
•end  her  lalted  meats  lo  the  ports  of  this 
country,  where  they  wouM  have  the  com- 
mand of  a  great  market — thai  was  to  say, 
of  the  consumption  of  otir  shipping,  with- 
Out  the  payment  of  any  duty  whaterer. 

Lord  /.  Rutull  said,  that  was  not  his 
argument.  Hia  argument  was,  that  any 
mereate  in  the  tariff  between  the  United 
States  and  Canada  would  tend  generally 
10  promote  commerce. 

Mr.  La^KcAere  was  ready  to  admit, 
thlit  when  be  addressed  the  House  on  the 
preceding  duty,  he  believed  it  qnite  Ira- 
postible  for  boo.  Gentlemen  opposite  to 
briog  Forward  anything  bearing  the  slight- 
eat  teoiblBnce  of  an  ailment  in  fefour  of 
the  Tiewi  which  they  had  taken.  They 
ctrtftinly  had  fedvanced  more  plausible 
argument!  than  he  belieted  it  possible  fbr 
them  to  do.  But  hariog  admitted  that, 
he  moat  tay,  that  he  never  heard  a  ques- 
tion gravely  proposed  by  a  Government, 
bolstered  up  by  such  trumpery  arguments 
n  had  been  used  on  the  present  occasion. 
He  would  aik  any  men  who  hid  listened 
to  the  debate,  and  heard  the  possible  loss 
to  the  revenae  of  NewfoundlaiHl  —  set 
againit  the  poiilWe  loM  which  would  ac- 
crae  to  our  maaofactures,— the  positive 
evil  whieh  wonld  lesult  from  our  interfet- 
lug  in  the  tn<te-4e  woiM  aik  nj  mu 


whether  any  doubt  could  earst  that  the 
present  proposition  wa*  one  wfaicb  ou^t 
not  to  be  asMnted  to  on  the  part  of  the 
HouK  t  He  couM  not  help  thinking  that 
Oovernmeot  woald  have  done  better  to 
have  abandoned  the  proposal  altogether. 
The  hon.  Geolleman  seemed  to  argue  a) 
if  this  would  not  lead  to  practical  resnita. 
He  could  not  help  thinking  that  much 
more  important  practical  results  would 
follow  than  wa*  supposed.  He  would 
say  no  more  about  that  now,  but  coaOae 
himself  to  the  proposal  aa  to  lalt  inett. 
It  would  operate  in  this  way.  The  St. 
Lawrence  was  the  natural  outlet,  unless 
you  prevented  it  by  your  regulations,  of 
Michigan,  Ohio,  and  other  important 
norih-eestern  itatea  of  the  Union.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  might  say,  that  they 
might  warehouse;  bnt  it  was  these  pttty 
vexatious  obstacles  which  so  much  inter* 
fered  with  trade,  it  was  the  polky  of 
this  country  to  keep  the  8t.  Lawrence 
open.  It  ihould  only  be  on  eome  broad 
and  plain  grounds  that  the  House  should 
refuse  to  act  on  that  principle.  He  had 
heard  with  regret  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary  of  the 
Colonies,  of  all  peraoaS)  the  argusent 
which  be  bad  used  on  the  present  ooea* 
sion,  because  he  was  a  member  of  tb« 
committee  which  decided  on  the  measun 
brought  forward  by  Mr.  P.  Thomson,  and 
which  eitablished  the  system  he  was  now 
seeking  to  alter.  He  did  not  think  that 
the  right  hon.  Oentleman  bad  aiated  a 
substantial  reason  for  departing  from  tho 
policy  which  be  then  recommended,  and 
which  had  been  acted  upon  for  eleven 
yean  without  the  smallest  complaint. 
The  inhabitants  of  Newfoundland  would 
be  surprised  when  they  heard  that  tbef 
had  been  saflering  under  a  grievance.  Mo 
complaint  had  ever  been  made  on  the 
part  of  the  Assembly  and  people  of  New- 
roondland.  He  thought  that  our  policy 
ought  to  be  not  to  interfere  with  the  co- 
lonial trade  unleu  it  was  absolutely  necei* 
lary.  He  could  not  agree,  however  tnneh 
he  might  object  to  the  course  which  Go- 
vernment had  pursued  —  he  cnuld  not 
agree  with  the  hon.  Member  tbr  Bath  in 
saying  that  he  thought  the  course  they 
had  taken  was  a  violation  of  the  DecUrs' 
tory  Act.  He  felt  bound  to  state  hia 
homble  opinion  that  he  did  not  think  that 
ground  could  be  sustained.  He  thought 
the  course  impolitic  and  ill-adviied,  but 
he  did  not  think  it  uneoontlulionid. 
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Hr.  Rin^vek  Mid,  that  tiiere  were  great 
obfwtioDB  from  ihe  Houu  of  Auerably  of 
Lower  CeDoda  on  that  un com lilu lion al 
point.  He  would  follow  out  the  conie- 
quances  of  thii  propoiitioa  to  CaoBda  and 
NewfouQdlaudi     He  tsiumcd  tbat  flour 
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waa  at  ttte  flame  pTice  on  both  tides  of  the 
Si.  Lawranoa.  He  anumed  that  ai  a  fact. 
There  waa  a  daty  of  Si.  par  barrel  on  the 
imporlalion  of  Americeb  flour  into  New- 
IbuDdland.  Suppoie  that  in  Canada  it 
waiSOf.)  if  it  were  imported  into  New 
foundland  from  America  it  would  be  23t. 
—if  from  Caoada,  ic  would  be  30i. 
Therefore,  it  would  be  imported  from 
Canada,  aad  the  people  of  Newfoundland 
would  got  it  at  20<.  If  jou  put  ihe  duty 
upon  the  importation  of  AmaricaD  flour 
into  Canedat  then  American  flOur  would 
come  to  23f.  If  they  exported  their  own 
they  nuBt  buy  of  Americoi  If  they  boufht 
of  America,  they  must  buy  at  22(, ;  if 
ihay  (old  to  Newfbundluid,  they  would 
aell  at  2^.  i  therefore,  Newfoundland 
would  ban  to  pay  a3#„  that  was  to  aay, 
would  pay  the  Ux  of  2>.  whkh  ought  to 
be  paid  by  Canada. 

Viacount  Hotoiok  concurred  with  his 
kou.  Friend  near  him,  that  the  change 
propoaed  wai  a  ditadvaolagtoui  one,  but 
be  would  not  fay,  that  it  was  totally  with- 
out fouodatioB  or  tome  ground  to  proceed 
upon.  He  admitted,  that  the  argument 
was  entirely  Well  founded,  it  was  Ihe 
argument  the  late  Ministry  had  urged 
with  ragard  to  Eait-Indra  tobaccot  bat 
be  wanted  to  know  how  atood  the  Act? 
Would,  in  point  of  fact,  flour  in  tbii 
nuttaar  be  carried  into  Newfoundland  7 
The  law  had  been  in  operalion  eleven 
pun,  Bod  had  there  been  practical  com- 
ptaint  of  this  inconvenience  1  If  then 
owl  not,  if  DO  luch  iaconrenience  had 
been  fell,  if  we  had  not  injured  the  re* 
Tuniie  of  theae  colonies,  it  seemed  we 
wno  rooking  a  oiiBlake,  if,  merely  to  cor- 
rect theoretical  objections  to  the  state  of 
the  law,  WB  were  going  to  impose  new 
realristiona  on  the  intercaann  between 
Canada  and  the  United  Sutee.  If  the 
ol^ect  was  to  extend  and  promote  inter* 
courio  between  the  United  States  and 
Canada—if  that  was  the  ease,  it  aeamed 
to  bini  extremely  imprudent  to  adopt  thia 
naoWtion.  The  mere  fact  of  having  a 
duly  at  all  muat  of  neeetsity  interfera 
with  the  iniereourte  between  the  two  sides 
of  the  Sti  LuwrencO.  More  thu  tbat  he 
Mlthl  Mt  Uddaratftiid  on  wbat  priooiplt  it 


was  contended  this  would  be  a  fiolatton 
of  the  Declaratory  Act.  It  seemed  to  fall 
within  the  exception  provided  by  the  act. 
Although  he  admitted  a  power  to  make 
rcgulalioni,  he  thought  it  was  a  power 
and  right  which  ought  to  be  exercised  ae 
sparingly  as  possible  ;  and,  above  all,  wo 
ight  to  teach  the  colonies  that  we  exer- 
cised the  power  on  some  steady  and  unl- 
farm  prioeiple — that  we  did  not  act  capri- 
ciously—that our  deciaioue  one  day  wers 
not  10  be  overturned  by  the  decision  of 
the  next—that  they  were  not  to  be  the 
sport  of  the  changes  of  political  party,  or 
that  hecauae  Oentlemen  who  sat  on  one 
side  of  the  Houae  in  1831  gave  them  free- 
trade,  in  1843,  a  Government  of  a  differ- 
ent character  was  to  reverse  that.  He 
held  these  changea  to  be  exeeedtnglj 
mischievous.  Let  looal  acts  be  pama 
imposing  on  the  importation  of  flour  a 
duty  equivalant  to  what  was  impoaed  on 
imporietion  into  the  United  States  [  but 
let  not  the  House  adept,  to  meet  a  theo- 
retical grievance,  a  regulation  which  wouM 
cramp  the  freedom  of  commercial  inter- 
course  between  Canada  and  the  United 
States. 

Sir  R.  Pnl  i  Sir,  the  noble  Lord  hua 
stated  his  case  with  great  falrneis.  He 
had  stated  very  fairly,  and  vety  f\illy  alao, 
his  objection  to  the  itaiement  of  Ihe  hon. 
aud  learned  Oeotleman  on  the  ground  of 
a  violation  of  the  Declaratory  Act.  Bat 
in  point  of  policy)  the  noble  Lord  thinks 
that  the  tneaanre  of  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment is  liable  to  exceptions ;  and  he  says, 
let  your  policy  be  boitd  upon  a  sound 
and  steady  principle.  The  noble  Lord 
oonaiders  there  ia  a  hardship  in  the  can 
as  regards  Canada;  and  considers  also, 
that  the  effect  of  our  propoaition  nay  be 
injurious  to  the  trade  of  that  colony  with 
the  United  Statei.  The  noble  Lord  admili, 
that  he  ia  not  prepared  with  any  argnment 
in  Bupport  of  the  meatute,  while  the  right 
hoA,  Oenllenan  adtniu,  that  the  argu- 
menta  made  use  of  are  of  great  neigbt 
upon  refleotioD.  A  little  sabaequent  n> 
fltetion  nay,  however,  convince  him  ktill' 
mote,  and  that  I  raoommend  him.  The 
nobhi  Lord  has  aald,  we  ahonld  adopt 
tome  steady  Htlled  $j\\tm  of  policy  in' 
regard  to  Ihe  colonies,  end  earrj  out  that 
principle  withcMt  reference  to  any  cbang« 
of  Oovarnmeot.  Now,  if  he  applies  thU 
principle  to  our  Inter-eolonlal  syitetn  of 
legislation,  the  noble  Lord  will  And  it 
,  eitienely  difllcuU  t«  nalB  the  mtBHtt  vS  ''■- 
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her  Majeitjr'i  Government.  For  inatance, 
in  Nova  Scotia,  al  pre«ent  there  i«  a  dui; 
of  5t.  9l  barrel  on  the  importation  of 
American  flour,  and  ihe  same  in  New 
Brunswick  and  Prince  Edward's  [>land. 
That  is  to  iiy,  in  the  caie  of  three  out  of 
four  of  our  NorLh  American  colonies, 
there  is  a  duty  of  5s.,  while  in  one  of  them 
there  is  no  duty  at  all ;  which  duty  of  5t„ 
be  it  remembered  also,  was  not  imposed 
by  a  Colonial  Act,  but  by  an  act  of  the 
Imperial  Parliament.  The  noble  Lord 
•aid,  let  us  act  on  a  settled  system,  and 
Dot  disturb  existing  relations.  Now,  if 
that  advice  be  adopted,  Canada  should  be 

E laced  on  tbe  same  footing  as  those  co- 
inies ;  and  then  what  b«:omes  of  the 
noble  Lord's  suggestion  ?  As  regards 
theory,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
noble  Lord  is  iig:ht;  but  it  is  far  otherwise 
as  regards  its  practical  application.  We 
ha*e  been  charged  with  creating  a  hostile 
feeling  towards  us  in  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  by  this  mea- 
•are.  How  stands  the  fact  ?  So  far  from 
endeavonring  to  create  any  such  feeling, 
we  are  trying  our  best  toeflace  it,  if  it 
already  exist ;  and  instead  of  checking  in- 
tercourse between  our  colonies  and  that 
country,  we  are  encouraging  it  by  a  re- 
duction of  duty,  to  the  amount  of  3(. 
But  suppose  we  were  to  act  on  the  sound 
system  and  steady  principle  suggested  by 
the  noble  Lord,  let  me  remind  tbe  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  tbe  Member  for  Tsunton, 
of  his  own  proposition  last  year,  respectmg 
butler  and  cheese,  the  produce  of  the 
United  States,  imported  into  Canada.  In 
those  propoiilitins  be  retained  tbe  duty 
on  tbeae  articles,  while  he  did  not  attempt 
to  alter  that  which  existed  on  fiour  in  the 
three  other  colonies  that  I  have  just  named. 
Was  that  to  act  on  a  steady,  fixed  princi- 
ple. If  you  act  on  those  sound  theoreti' 
cal  principlea  enunciated  by  the  noble 
Lord,  how  can  you  continue  one  duty  and 
propose  the  remission  of  another  T  One 
must  be  ai  objectionable  at  another,  and, 
therefore,  you  must  begin  de  novo.  The 
quesliOD,  therefore,  resolves  itself  into  this 
— you  fiud  a  case  in  which  certain  Gtr> 
cnmstances  have  existed  for  eleven  years, 
and  the  amount  of  your  objection  to  our 
measure  is,  that  having  so  long  existed,  it 
should  not  be  altered  or  disturbed.    Now, 


the  impolicy  of  disturbing  such  a  stale  of 
things,  I  was  met  with  a  sort  of  cheering 
which  seemed  to  imply  derision  at  my 
folly.  And,  Sir,  I  cannot  help  thinking 
of  the  cheering  which  greeted  the  sugges* 
tion  of  the  noble  Lord,  when  I  recollect 
the  contemptuous  treatment  which  my 
advocacy  of  prescription  in  virtue  of  old 
practice  received  at  the  hands  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.  Whether  this  was 
available  or  not,  I  do  think  that  the  noble 
Lord  should  not  prop  up  his  argument  by 
reference,  so  soon  after  his  vote  upon  that 
occasion,  to  prescriptive  right  and  ancient 
usages.  Therefore,  the  question  is.  whe- 
ther the  same  policy  shall  be  applied  to 
Canada  as  regards  flour,  vihieh  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  proposed  with  regard  to 
butter  and  cheese.  It  has  been  said,  that 
this  proposition  is  a  violation  of  (be  De- 
claraiory  Act,  but  which  is  not  in  tba 
slightest  degree  the  case;  and  the  only 
point  to  be  considered,  therefore,  is  whe- 
ther the  restriction  complained  of  in  tbe 
trade  of  one  colony  counterbalances  the 
advantage  which  is  calculated  will  be 
derived  from  making  all  our  colonies  in 
that  quarter  equal— for  doing,  in  short, 
with  regard  to  flour  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  proposed  to  do  with  butler 
and  cheese.  I  hope,  I  must  say,  in  con- 
clusion that  I  have  observed  the  precept 
which  was  so  vehemently  laid  down  by 
the  late  Chsncellor  of  the  Exchequer,  aad 
that  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  do  not 
keep  my  temper  when  discussing  financial 
matters.  The  right  hon.  Member  for 
Portsmouth,  drrecled  a  withering  look  at 
me,  and  in  a  tone  of  voice  which  I  shall 
not  forget,  lamented  the  misfortune  of 
this  country  in  not  having  public  men  to 
guide  its  councils  who  could  preserve  their 
temper.  I  admit,  that  nothing  is  so  un. 
wise  as  to  be  betrayed  into  ill  temper,  and 
I  hope,  I  have  followed  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  precept  without  imiuting  hi* 
example. 

Mr.  £a(oircAer«  was  not  aware  that  in 
discussing  that  which  was  not  an  exciting 
subject,  be  had  been  betrayed  into  any 
ill -temper, 

Mr.  C  BuUer  said,  they  would  probably 
arrive  bj-and-by  at  a  clear  understanding 
of  this  wonderful  intercolonial  prindple  on 
which  these  duties  were  to  be  imposed,  bat 


Sir,  I  recollect  when,  the  other  night,  I  at  present  he  doubted  very  much 
rested  my  vole  on  a  question  on  the  prae-  \  the  committee  fully  comprehended  them, 
tice  of  the  House  for  ISO  years,  and  ;  It  was  gratifying  to  flna  that  when  the 
grounded  my  oppoution  to  a  motion  on  '  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  called  upon  for 
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an  espUnatiou  tbat  evening,  the  propoution 
had  been  put  in  so  seductive  a  paint  of  view 
that  it  would  appear  the  clappingon  a  duty 
at  2t.  a  barrel  was  calculated  to  benefit  the 
oontumer.  The  noble  Lord  (Lord  Stanley) 
had  however,  explained,  that  the  object 
wai  to  benefit  the  revenue  of  Newfound- 
land. He  congratulated  the  Oovemnient 
Upon  having  after  two  months'  considera- 
tion, and  with  the  advantage  of  official 
research,  at  last  arrived  at  the  knowledge 
of  its  own  principle.  Three  evils  he  ap- 
prehended would  arise  out  of  this  propo- 
rtion. In  the  first  place,  it  would  operate 
aa  an  evil  by  increasing  the  price  of  flour  to 
OUT  homeward  bound  shipping  victualling  at 
Quebec,  who  to  evade  it  would  have  re- 
course to  an  extensive  system  of  smug- 
dine,  which  could  not  be  prevented  on  the 
St.  uiwrence  even  in  such  articlesas  barrels 
of  wheat.  Hw  leoond  evil  would  be  the 
to  a  certain  extent  fostering  a  protected 
apricultuial  interest  in  Canada  by  this 
diflereatial  duty  on  American  produce. 
The  third  evil  was  one  of  greater  mag- 
nitude sliU,  and  that  was  the  effect  of  the 
measure  upon  the  United  States.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  told  them  that  they 
coDciUating  that  people  by  at  the 
time  diminishing  the  duties  on  American 

froduce  imported  into  our  other  colonies, 
t  might  be  very  well  to  say  that  this  was 
the  case  with  regard  to  Nova  Scotia  and 
New  Brunswick,  but  he  doubted  whether 
the  reductions  as  regarded  those  colonies 
would  aSect  the  Americans  so  favourably 
as  to  compensate  them  for  the  augmentation 
of  duties  on  imports  into  Canada.  At  any 
nte  he  feared  that  the  benefit  if  in  fact 
equivalent  to  the  evil,  would  be  thought  as 
much  of  by  the  Americans.  They  would 
naturally  be  more  likely,  in  their  present 
state  of  feeling  towards  this  country,  to 
dwell  upon  that  part  of  the  measure  which 
would  operate  to  their  injury,  than  on  that 
part  of  it  which  benefited  them.  More 
Specially  did  he  think  this  wouU  be  the 
case  with  those  States  of  the  Union  where 
in  fact  the  reduction  of  duties  would  in  no 
wise  immediately  benefit.  The  only  por- 
tion of  the  States  affected  by  the  alter- 
ations in  duties  as  regarded  New  Bruns- 
wick and  Nova  Scotia  was  New  England ; 
but  by  the  restrictions  on  imports  into  Ca- 
nada, you  were  miidng  new  enemies  against 
jou  in  New  York,  Ohio,  Michigan,  and 
two  or  three  other  states,  by  for  the  first 
time  imposing;  a  duty  upon  their  great 
staple  article  of  produce  when  imported 
into  Canada.  A  more  unpropitious  time 
for  such  a  meaniFe  could  scarcely  hdveheen 


chosen  than  the  present,  looking  at  tha 
state  of  our  relations  with  the  United 
States,  at  the  fact  that  the  American  cocn< 
metcial  tariff  was  coming  on  for  discussion, 
and  seeing  what  a  motive  it  afibrded  to 
some  Members  both  of  Congress  and  of  the 
Senate  for  an  iacreaie,  on  comuterclal 
grounds,  of  the  hostility  already  enter- 
tained by  them  towards  this  country. 

On  that  part  of  tlie  resolution  imporing 
a  duty  of  5x.  per  cwt.  upon  unrefined  sugar, 

.Mr.  Gladstone  begged  to  observe,  that 
he  had  no  intention  to  introduce  unrefined 
sugar  into  all  the  West-India  colonies. 
The  prohibition  would  remain  precisely  aa 
it  was  at  present. 

Mr.  £u6ouc^re  observed,  that  there 
was  an  alteration  proposed  in  the  duty 
which  the  late  Government  bad  insetted 
with  regard  lo  tea  imported  across,  the 
frontier.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the  object 
of  the  present,  as  well  as  (hat  of  the  late 
Government,  was  to  do  away  with  the 
existing  prohibition,  and  the  only  question 
was,  whBi  system  they  should  substitute. 
He,  however,  preferred  the  plait  he  had 
last  year  proposed,  on  the  suggestion  of 
Lord  Sydenham,  of  allowing  the  importa- 
tion of  tea  by  land  carriage  into  the  North 
American  colonies,  upon  the  same  dutyaa 
into  the  United  Kingdom,  increased  JO 
per  cent.  All  witbed  to  do  away  with 
that  system  of  prohibition  which  had  given 
rise  to  so  much  smuggling;  and  as  he 
knew  that  his  proposal  had  given  satisfac- 
tion in  the  colony,  he  was  disposed  to  re- 
gret  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
not  adopted  his  plan. 

Mr,  Qladilone  explaioed,  that  he  had 
taken  the  ordinary  rule  of  fixing  differen- 
tial duties  upon  some  definite  principle, 
rather  than  to  allow  particular  cases  to  in- 
fluence him.  The  plan  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  applicable  to  Canada 
ilone,  whilst  the  present  propoial  em- 
powered all  the  American  colonies  to  re- 
ceive lea  from  other  countries,  as  well  as 
from  China  and  Great  Britain, upon  equal 
terms. 

Mr.  Cobden  remarked,  that  the  lata 
Government  went  out  upon  a  question  of 
admitting  foreign  sugar  into  this  country 
at  a  moderate  duty.  The  noble  Lord,  Iha 
Member  for  Liverpool  (Lord  Ssndon), 
would  allow  nothing  to  be  done  which 
would  encourage  slavery ;  but  it  was  not, 

Krhnps,  generally  known,  that  some  of 
rd  Sandon'a  most  influenlisl  consti- 
tuents were  engaged  in  refining  sugar, 
the  produce  of  slave-labour,  for  (he  pui- 
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poie  oreiporlatiOD.  Aod  hov  could  hon. 
Uamberi  nbo  came  forward  bo  recently 
to  prevent  ths  JQiroduction  of  ilave-grot*!) 
tugar  into  thia  couQtry  coniiileatly  prc^ 
pOM  to  give  ths  tl|[bt  of  uiing  thai  tame 
•t^r  (o  the  Weit  Indiei  ?  The  truth  wa>, 
the  Weat  Indiani  had  the  power  over  our 
people  of  regulating  their  coniamptioo  bjr 
eoteriog  into  a  coofederacy  with  the 
landlora*.  He  beartilj  wished  Ihat  aorae 
\toa.  Member  OD  that  (tba  Opposition)  aide 
of  the  Ho«ue,  who  lait  jear  enleriained 
cooacicntioni  acruplea  again  it  allowing  (he 
uae  of  alave-grown  augar,  would  put  iba 
awcefity  of  tMo.  Genileuien  oppotila  (o 
the  teat. 

Mr.  OhdtlCM  taii,  it  wai  a  privilege 
which  the  ooloniei  had  previouily  eujoyed, 
Md  wliicb  the  praaent  Governinent  fbuod 
wiating  ia  Iba  law.  So  far  ai  he  knew, 
ba  believed  the  Weat  Indiana  were  aoxioui 
to  exclude  alave-grann  auger  from  tbeir 
eoloniea.  Aad  evea  the  legiilalure  of 
J«raaicahad  paawd  a  law  impoaiDg  a  duty 
of&f.  a  pound  on  alave-grown  sugar. 

Mr.  CeUm  aaid.^at  in  the  ais  UDntha 
from  the  6lh  June,  i840,  to  tKe  5th 
JaoHMy,  1841, 14,097  cwt.  of  ilave-growQ 
attgar,  rafioed  berei,  were  Kitt  from  thia 
country  t«  the  Wast  Indies. 

Mr.  M.  OtiaM  said,  the  right  han. 
Oenll««an  had  not  aufScieotly  explained 
wky  .ht  iinpoaid  10  per  cent,  en  fonign 
iagar  refined  io  bcmd  ia  tbis  cotintry. 
Tmm  difiiNettliid  dutiea  wwe  pnpoied  ai 
pratecttoM  to  Brtiitb  ^^oods  as  agaiDai 
KMtigtt  gooda  Inported  into  the  naloniea. 
But  foreign  sugar  refined  ia  this  covnUy 
was  a  Briuah  osaDtficlHra,  aad,  therefore, 
shMild  not  be  eub^t  to  the  duty.  UoIhi 
ha  ahoold  bear  aoiu  good  reeioo  for  this 
datj  fron  the  right  boa.  Geatkaun,  be 
ahoiatd  oppoee  the  rasolutioo. 

Mr.  Olmitlimt  aaid,  thia  duty  would  he 
by  BO  Beans  injurious  te.Britisb  lunufac- 
t«ic8.  The  Govemmeat  made  bo  iaooi*- 
tioR,  bat  left  everything  oa  they  found  k. 
Ha  had  esplaioed  this  mailer  over  and 
over  Bgain  to  the  refiners,  who  were  alt 
aatiefiad  with  the  propoaitioa.  In  the  >e- 
voral  coUwies  there  was  a  colonial  duty  im- 
posed which  would  absorb  thia  1 0  per  cent. 

Raaolittioa  agreed  ta,  aa  aka  were  the 
foUswing. 

a.  Rttahtd,  Thai,  from  and  after  «  day  to  be 
named,  so  much  of  the  aaU  Act  fer  raguhtini 
Ibt  Trwla  ef  ihe  British  Posseuioni  Abroad, 
as  provides  that  anjr  loit  of  craft,  food,  aad 
Ttctuali,  eicept  apiriia,  and  any  sort  of  clolb- 
iag  sad  impltncM  «i  matctialt  fit  aal  ne- 
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eetsary  for  the   Britiib  Fisheries  in   America 
imported  into  the  place  at,  or   from  wheooil 
such  Fishery  U  carried  on,  ^tll  b«  Duty  ft«a. 
be  repealed,  eioapt  so  far  as  ree^arda  the  fel- 
lowing  articles  (that  it  to  say),  Salted  or  Cored 
Heal,  Flour,  Bouer,  Cheeae,  Molnaaaa.  Cork- 
wood, Cordage,  UaitUB,  Pitch,  Tar  nod  Tvr- 
peatine,  Leather  sod  Leather  Warw,  and  all 
sorts  of  Fishing  Craft  and  Bait,  Fiahomen's 
Clothing  and  Hosiery ;  which  articlea  are  only 
be  exempted  fhim  Duty  under  aucfa  rule* 
id  regulations  as  shall  be  saliafactory  to  the 
principal  Officer  of  Customs,  that    the  artielea 
ar«  really  and  truly  intended  to  be   applied  to 
the  purpose  for  which  the  same  have  oeen  aa- 
~  red  as  inported. 

4.  Suoived,  That  from  and  aftv  a  day  to  be 
named,  goods  Ihe  praduce  or  ouAufactura  of 
the  IsUodi  of  Guernsey,  Jeraej,  Alderncy  W 
Sark,  when  imported  froin  sucn  lalarids  into 
the  BrilUh  Possessions  in  America  or  the  Afau-      | 

I,  shall  be   admitted   to  entry  upon  pny- 
:  of  the  said  Daiiea  as  are  payable  apoa 
Ihe  like  goods  the  prodnoa  or  manulSaelnre  ef      i 
Ibe  United  Kiogdoa,or  gf  any  of  tba  said  Poa. 

5.  Scso^vciiThattheCbaiiBianbeiastnicted 
DiOTB  for  lease  to  brine  in  a  Bill  to  amend 

the  Laws  relating  to  the  Trade  of  the  Briush 
Possessions  AbrMd,  ' 

House  resumed.  ResolulioD  agreed  to. 
Resolutions  to  he  repotted.  I 

House  ac^ourned,  I 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS, 

Monday,  Ajmt  19,  1842. 

rnrav]     Btiu.     PsUc.— 


■iUlu,  tb*  Duke  a(  Hiitlwl.  ul  Hw  Xul  tf  SMkB^ 
from  KiifclHirtSB,  ad  iiiliin  fUsm,  In  (iTqin  tl  IM* 
Tb^— ay  wmi  ntairilUH.Iroa  tta  Ihiiwniaif 
Kb^  Lyao,  nsliil  lb*  AUtsikB  at  Oa  Dotr  «■ 
P<inl(D  Booti  u4  Sluib-Fnai  Con  MUm  la  1tKr>' 
■Sainit  Mm  Inqwuthn  of  Teaigk  nm  IMs  tiihiiS 
Wnm  Hw  Ond  Imj  tt  1^  Cmrtt  m  lUji^  i^MK 
the  Sals  of  DnilM  a ... 


CoKH  Impostatiok  BiLi..]  TlieEsd 
of  Ripoit  moved  the  Order  of  the  Day  lor 
the  second  reading  of  the  Com  Importi- 
tioo  Bill.  The  order  having  been  read, 
the  noble  Earl  addressed  their  Lotdsbips 
aa  follows:— My  Lords,— Alibough  Uii 
nwMora  to  whicb  jour  Lcidibipa'  MMi* :: 
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tion  i>  about  (o  be  called  has  become  from 
not  unfrequeot  difcuaiion  familiar  to  you, 
and  although  the  bill,  the  second  reading 
af  which  I  am  about  to  prei»  on  jour  at- 
tention, does  not  proceed  on  any  oew 
principle,  but  ii  only  a  modification  of  the 
uiaiiog  law,  I  feel  I  ihould  not  Tully  dii- 
charge  the  duty  which  hai  devoWed  on 
nfl.  it  beside*  butdj  layine  before  i^our 
liordihipa  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  and 
the  grounds  on  which  it  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  Parliameal,  1  did  not  also  make  a 
(ew  obsQTTalions  of  a  more  general  niture. 
Hy  Lord*,  I  have  alwajs  felt,  and  I  still 
conlioue  to  feel,  that  the  present  is  one  of 
the  most^if  not  the  most  —  important 
fjuenions  which  Parliament  could  be 
called  upQQ  to  decide.  It  relates  la  a 
aubject  in  which  ace  inToWed  the  pros- 
perity and  contentment  of  the  people  and 
the  safety  of  the  State,  for  what  can 
be  more  important  to  a  nation    thi 
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«de()uaie  lupply  of  the  rtecessaiiee  of  life 
at  a  reasonable  rate  ?  The  question  befori 
ua  intolvei,  as  1  ha?e  just  said,  great  in^ 
tcresti,— the  interests  of  a|ricuTture.  of 
IBianufactu[et-.-lhe  interest*  of  those  who 
naturally  seek,  to  derive  proQt  from  the 
wnplojRieot  of  their  capital.  Each  of 
thew  IS  important  in  itself— 1  know  that 
they  all  ate  important— but,  my  Lords,  1 
think  that,  however  we  may  estimate  the 
aeparate  or  Bf:gKgate  importance  af  these, 
there  is  ooe  consideration  which  rises 
4ibove  them  iq  importance,  and  that  is  the 
caaaideratipn  by  what  n>e»oa  the  people 
may  be  moat  easily  fed.  At  th«  same 
lime,  as  this  conslderalioo  ia  of  so  much 
inportance  to  the  nation,  so  much  the 
nore  difficult  will  be  the  decision  a*  to 
the  meaos  proposed,  1  am  well  aware, 
ny  Lords,  that  some  of  the  highest  autho- 
liliea  w  atateBiiien  have  differed  at  to  the 
node  in  which  a  measu'e  of  thia  kind 
^Quld  be  carried  inloefTect-  Men  of  the 
aouodeat  viaws-'Of  the  greatest  practical 
knowledge— difTer  as  to  the  meaas  by 
vhich  the  people  may  be  moat  easily  fed  ; 
but,  my  liordB,  the  question  is  so  mixed 
vp  with  an  eas^r  Knse  of  supposed  clash- 
ing and  conflicting  interests  at  one  side 
and  thft  other,  that  it  ia  almost  impossible 
to  knpreaa  on  either  the  real  identity  of 
tboae  iotecesli.  It  is  so  mixed  up  with 
violence— with  charge*  of  ruin  which  it  is 
bared  will  be  brought  on  as  one  or  an- 
9lhcr  mode  i*  adopted,  that  it  it  almost 
impossible  to  come  to  any  saliafhclOTy  dis- 
cuaaion  of  the  question.  There  is,  bow- 
tf tr,  one  iafuuce  which  you  JUirddupa 


will  allow  me  to  draw  from  the  paramount 
importance  and  difficult;  of  the  qotstioo— 
that  in  proportion  as  the  subject  is  im- 
pctlantand  its  difficulties  great,  it  behove* 
us  BO  to  discuss  it,  as  not  to  share  in  or 
excite  those  angry  feelings  without  wbicb 
it  has  hitherto  teldoni  bMn  debated.  In 
this  feeling,  which  I  now  humbly  ventitr* 
to  recommend  to  your  Lordships,  it  shall 
be  my  endeavour  to  lay  my  views  of  it  be* 
fore  your  Lotdihipi,  and  if  in  the  oourM 
of  my  remarks  I  should  be  led  aside  by 
such  considerations  as  I  now  deprecate,  I 
hope  your  Lordship*  will  inlimaie  to  me 
in  some  very  significant  manner  that  I 
have  departed  from  my  own  rule.  My 
Lords,  in  considering  how  the  question  (by 
what  means  the  peo^e  may  be  most  easily 
fed)  is  to  be  legislatively  brought  atwut,  | 
find  I  have  to  deal  with  two  great  anta- 
gonin  principles — one,  that  all  restrictiooa 
00  the  importation  of  foreign  corn  should 
be  removed ;  the  other,  that  the  iroporia* 
tion  should  be  regulated,  and  reBtrictiooa 
partly  retained.  Let  mo  for  a  momeol, 
my  Lords,  advert  to  the  first  ofthete  prin- 
ciples, let  me  for  a  moment  consider  tbe 
fitneu,  the  propriety,  the  justice,  of  tbia 
principle, — of  abandoning  all  protection 
to  corn  ot  home  growth,  of  abandoning 
ell  restriction  on  the  importation  of  foreigm 
corn.  My  Lords,  I  am  ready  to  admit,  that 
there  are  consideration*  which  wontd  ap. 
pear  at  first  to  recommend  thi*  priocipie 
in  many  point*  of  view.  It  ha*  kind,  ga. 
neraut,  charitable  feeling  in  its  favour. 
There  i*  aomeUiing  «*ty  gratifying  to  the 
poor  man  to  be  told  that  if  Providence 
ahould  shorten  his  *upplie*  at  home,  be 
has  the  whole  world  open  to  him,  and  that 
the  injury  which  might  be  feared  from  m 
unproductive  aeasoo  here  will  not  be  te> 
verely  felt  by  him, a*  be  is  sure  lobe  aup* 
plied  by  the  surplus  of  other  couotrie*. 
This  theory  ia  plausible,  and,  a*  1  have 
**id,  hu  maoy  things  app*rently  to  re- 
commend it,  but,  mj  Loroa,  the  mora  at- 
tentively I  have  considered  the  aubjectthe 
OKtre  I  am  convinced,  that  oo  principle  ia 
more  fallacioua  or  more  likely  to  mislead 
those  who  would  force  it  on  the  attention 
of  Parliament  or  the  public.  My  Lords,  I 
have  always  said  that,  this  question  ia  one 
of  a  choice  of  difficulties :  and  if  I  could 
be  persuaded  by  fair  argument  that  (be 
people  could  be  fairly  and  cheaply  fed  hy 
the  withdrawal  of  the  protection  now  giKD 
to  agriculture,  I  ahouid  not  be  Inund 
amongst  those  who  woald  continue  the 
■eattictieu   m  lonifa  cetn;   b«tt  n| 
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Lflrdi,  I  hald  it  a  great  eiil  to  adopt  a  this  b«  the  cut,  and  if  the  production  of 
our  own  toil  shall  be  materially  afiected, 
Bi  I  contend  it  will  be  by  the  removal  of 
all  reatrictioni  on  the  importation  of  foreigD 
corn,  let  ua  lee  what  pn»pecl  we  thatl 
have  of  an  ade<]uate  supply  from  other 
countriei.  Tbit  it  a  part  of  the  quealion 
not  orten  referred  to  in  diicuuion.  My 
Lords,  it  appears  to  me  that  if  we  dimini^ 
the  amount  of  the  home  produce  bj  10 
per  cent,  on  the  whole,  it  wilt  be  a  matter 
of  doubt  whether  we  shall  be  able  to  get 
an  adequate  lupply  from  any  part  of  Lho 
world,  I  do  not  know  of  any  country  in 
Europe  from  which  we  can  expect  any  such 
increased  supply.  From  several  documents 
which  have  been  laid  on  the  Table  relating 
to  this  subject,  your  Lordships  will  find 
■hat  there  are  only  two  slates  in  Euro^w 
from  which  we  could  expect  any  material 
addition  lo  the  amount  of  our  present  sop- 
ply  from  them.  These  are  Denmark  and 
Mecklenburg.  In  the  papers  lo  which  I 
have  referred  it  is  slated  distinctly,  that 
notwithstanding  the  encourag;ement  which 
would  be  held  out  by  the  repeat  of  the 
Corn -laws,  the  utmost  supply  upon  which 
we  could  rely  from  foreign  countries  in 
Europe  would  not  exceed  2,250,000 
quarters  of  wheat ;  but  if  your  Lordships 
will  examine  the  returns  on  the  Table,  you 
will  find  that  this  is  an  exaggerated  atate- 
menC.  From  Palermo  there  is  no  export  of 
grain  ;  Warsaw  is  included  in  the  Dantzic 
account.  For  the  last  thirteen  years  the 
average  of  our  imports  has  been  about 
1,500,000  quarters  of  wheat;  if  to  this 
you  add  2,500,000  of  quarters,  the  dimi. 
nution  of  your  home  growth,  the  diSiculty 
will  be  greater  to  supply  the  deSciency.  I 
am  aware,  my  Lords,  that  this  argument 
cuts  both  ways;  for  if  the  amount  which 
we  require  be  lo  small,  and  the  difficulty 
of  supplying  it  great,  it  will  operate  fa- 
vourably, at  least  less  injuriously,  to  the 
home  grower.  It  certainly  will  show  that 
the  fears  on  one  hand  will  not  be  realised, 
nor  the  hopes  on  the  other  prove  well 
rounded.  But,  my  Lords,  in  mskiag 
those  remarks  my  object  is  to  show  that 
the  abolition  of  protection  to  the  home 
grower  will  not  secure  a  steady  and  cer- 
tain supply  from  other  countries.  The 
papers  before  us  show  that  we  cannot  get 
any  large  supply  from  Prussia.  The  an- 
swer  to  the  questions  put  by  Government 
as  to  whether  an  increase  of  a  regular  and 
steady  demand  from  this  country  would 
not  increase  the  supply  in  a  short  time  will  . 
ikon  how  far  that  iacretise  may  be  relied 


plan  which  I  am  convinced  would  have 
just  the  opposite  coniequences.  My 
Lords,  the  great  evil  which  I  anticipate 
from  the  adoption  of  the  principle  that  all 
lestrictions  on  the  importation  of  foreign 
corn  should  he  withdrawu  is  this,  that  the 
people  of  this  country  would  be  compelled 
to  depend  on  other  countries  for  their 
■upply  of  corn — not  to  meet  an  occasional 
deficiency,  but  to  depeod  altogether  on 
other  countries  for  the  main  part  of  their 
annual  supply  —  that  such  dependence 
would  be  leaning  on  a  broken  reed,  and 
that  they  would  be  habitually  in  danger 
of  the  failure  of  that  supply.  No  one 
doubts,  my  Lords,  that  the  [irogress  of 
agriculture  in  this  country  has  for  many 
years  past  been  most  remarkable.  That 
progress  has  been  such  as  to  keep  pace 
with  the  demands  of  the  people  (not  en- 
tirely, for  that  was  impossible)  but  has 
been  such  as  to  supply— not  entirely,  but 
almost — the  wants  of  our  greatly  increased 
population,  and  that  with  very  little  addi- 
tinn  from  foreign  countries  we  may  be 
said  to  l>e  able  to  rely  on  our  own  re- 
sources. From  many  causes,  into  which 
it  is  not  my  iotention.norisit  necessary,  to 
enter,  the  cost  of  agricultural  production  in 
this  country  has  become  higher  than  in 
Other  countries  of  Europe.  It  is  quite  clear, 
from  what  I  have  said,  that  the  amount  of 
our  agricultural  produce  has  t>een  brought 
nearly  equal  to  the  demand ;  but  this 
could  not  have  been  done  unlets  capital 
had  been  applied  to  the  land,  and  obtained 
such  a  return  as  induced  the  capitalist  to 
continue  his  investment;  but  if  you  lake 
away  the  protection  which  has  been  given 
to  our  home  produce,  you  will  cause  the 
withdrawal  of  some  of  the  capital  from 
the  land,  and,  of  course,  the  produce  will 
be  less ;  and  you  will  then  have  to  depend 
on  foreign  supply,  not  only  for  the  amount 
you  were  in  the  habit  of  getting,  but  also 
for  the  amount  you  would  lose  by  the  with- 
drawal  of  a  portion  of  the  capital  heretofore 
invested  in  the  land.  I  may  be  told  that  it 
is  the  better  land,  and  not  the  poor  laud, 
which  would  go  out  of  cultivation;  but 
that  does  not  alter  my  argument,  for  I 
contend  that  the  introduction  of  foreign 
corn  coosequent  on  the  removal  of  protec- 
tion to  our  home  growth,  would  make  us 
dependent  on  foreigners  fur  our  supply 
jusl  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  the 
foreign  corn  introduced,  in  addition  to  the 
amount  which  we  were  annually  in  the 
habit  of  importing.    Now,  my  Lords,  if 
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on.  The  queitioo  was  put  ai  to  St.  Pelera- 
bargh?  And  the  answer nai — No,  Riga? 
— No.  Odesia? — No.  We  cannot  cal. 
Golate  on  any  material  addition  to  the 
amount  heTeiofore  got  from  these  sources. 
We  might  get  some,  but  it  would  be  imall. 
The  tame  question  is  put  as  to  Danlzic  1 
— No.  Konigsbetg? — No.  Stettin? — No. 
Heme)? — Yes.  The  increase  would  here 
be  about  one  quarter  on  the  supply  ob- 
tained heretofore  ;  but,  then,  let  it  be  re- 
membered thnt  the  whole  amount  from 
Memel  was  5,000  quarters,  and  the  add: 
lion  of  one-fourth  would  go  a  short  way  i 
filling  up  the  deficiency  of  our  product 
From  Elsinore  I  find  that  we  should  have 
iome  small  increase,  but  it  would  be  very 
trifling  compared  with  what  we  should  re- 
quire. From  Hamburgh  we  should  get 
bot  little,  as  the  greater  part  taken  to  that 

Slaoe  would  be  from  the  Prussian  stales, 
ly  Lords,  I  do  not  say  that  the  means  of 
supply  in  all  those  places  would  not  be  in< 
creased  after  a  series  of  years,  but  then  it 
muit  be  by  the  application  of  capital  to 
the  land,  which  a  steady  demand  far  the 
produce  at  a  remunerating  price  would  in- 
■are;  but,  my  Lords,  what  would  then  be 
the  consequence?  We  should  then  have 
(o  pay  a  high  price  instead  of  a  low  one, 
and  ihe  only  advantage  ne  should  have 
gained  would  be,  that  if  we  did  get  an 
adequate  supply,  we  should  have  it  at  a 
high  rate,  for,  no  doubt,  my  Lords,  the 
foreign  grower  would  pay  himself  far  the 
application  of  his  capital,  or,  which  was 
the  same  thing,  he  would  make  us  pay 
him,  and  we  should  have  no  alternative, 
for  by  throwing  our  own  land  out  ofculli- 
YBtion  by  want  of  encouragement  we 
should  be  at  his  mercy,  and  if  we  did  not 
give  his  price,  we  should  not  have  his 
grain.  Let  me  now,  my  Lords,  say  a  word 
as  to  Rusua,  on  which  some  of  the  advo- 
cate* of  no  restriction  are  disposed  to 
place  great  reliance  for  a  large  supply  of 
corn.  But,  my  Lords,  a  few  facts  will 
show  that  we  can  place  no  firm  reliance  on 
Russia  for  a  permanent  supply.  Russia 
at  some  times  exports  largely,  at  others 
she  suffers  grievously  from  a  defective 
supply.  Taking  only  thd  last  nine  years 
into  consideration,  six  of  them  were  years 
of  bad  harvest,  and  in  three  years  she  suf- 
fered from  actual  famine,  to  such  an  ex- 
tent, indeed,  that  she  was  obliged  to  sus- 
pend the  import  duly  on  foreign  corn. 
My  Lords,  when  we  talk  of  ihe  effect  of 
our  Corn-laws  and  ihe  effect  of  our  partial 
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restrictions,  we  are  apt  to  forget  that  other 
countries  have  aUo  tbeir  Cam<laws.  My 
Lords,  it  is  a  great  mistake  to  suppose 
they  have  not.  Russin  has  a  duty  of 
13i.  4d.  the  quarter  on  wheat  and  4f. 
per  quarter  on  rye,  which  is  the  food 
of  the  people.  Indeed,  all  European 
stales  have  some  Corn-laws  or  other, 
except  Prussia  and  Denmark.  My  Lords, 
we  hear  it  constantly  urged  that  it  is 
uncharitable,  that  it  is  unchristian,  that 
our  artisans  should  be  called  upon  to 
compete  with  the  inhabitants  of  countries 
which  have  no  tax  on  corn.  This,  how- 
ever, is  an  erroneous  assumption,  Prussia 
has  a  tax  of  \2i.  the  quarter  on  the  con- 
sumption of  wheat,  and  bread  is  dearer 
at  this  moment  at  Berlin  than  in  London, 
This  tax  is  not  directly  levied  on  the 
wheal,  but  is  commuted  for  a  kind  of 
poll-tax  on  the  consumera;  but  it  is  in 
this  way  a  heavy  tax  on  consumers. 
But,  my  Lords,  I  have,  and  so  have  many 
of  your  Lordships,  heard  the  United 
States  of  America  referred  to  as  a  country 
from  which  we  might  derive  supplies  of 
corn.  A  little  examination  will  show  this 
opinion  to  be  greatly  erroneous.  The 
price  of  com  in  many  of  the  States  is  not 
much  lower  than  with  us.  Take,  for 
instance,  the  average  prices  in  Philadel- 
phia for  the  last  twenty-four  years,  and 
you  will  find  that  in  ten  years  out  of 
those  twenty-four,  the  price  of  wheat  was 
higher  than  in  England;  and  if  we  in- 
clude Ihe  carriage,  we  shall  find  that  it 
was  higher  there  in  twelve  years  out  of 
those  twenty-four.  I  would  here  refer 
your  Lordships  to  a  publication  on  this 
subject  in  the  United  States,  to  show 
what  are  the  feelings  of  Americans  them- 
selves as  to  the  capacity  of  their  country 
to  afford  an  extensive  supply  of  corn  to 
other  counlries.  The  noble  Earl  here 
read  an  extract  from  the  publication, 
which  was  in  substance,  that, — 

"  The  cultivaiion  of  wheat  in  the  stales  for 
the  last  fifty  years  was  carried  lillle  beyond 
Ihe  wants  of  the  people  sod  the  small  amount 
exported,  which  export  was  oceaaioned  by 
ihe  unusually  high  demands  for  it  in  other 
countries.  The  wheat  rnised  in  the  time  men- 
ioned  was  within  that  aectiou  of  Ihe  couolry 
ccupied  by  the  old  stales,  and  was  about 
equal  to  the  home  consumption.  Any  surplus 
shipped  to  foreign  countries  or  sent  to  the 
Canadas  was  produced  by  the  stales  north  and 
west  cif  the  Ohio  river.  Now,  it  is  a  striking 
fact  that  the  corn  so  imported  is  produced  in 
that  section  of  our  country  the  most  remote 
from  our  Atlantic  ports,  and  with  the  aid  of 
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then  espUJD  to  your  Lord^ipt  the  tMton 
of  (be  bill  which  aow  liei  on  the  Tabla, 
My  LardB,  with  reipect  to  b  duty  that 
duclustei  in  the  inrena  ratio  of  the  pries, 
whatever  objectiou  may  be  made  to  it, 
whatever  defecU  there  may  be  in  tb« 
exiiiing  law  in  appIyioK  it,  and  however 
detirable  or  neceasary  it  may  be,  aa  I 
think  it  ii,  to  modify  the  application  of  it 
by  a  new  law,  I  caooot  conceive  that 
tiiere  ii  anything  in  the  alightett  degree 
iacoRaisleDl,with  equity  or  jaatice,  if  we 
are  to  have  protection  at  all,  io  adjuiiiDg 
that  protection  in  luch  a  way  that  when 
there  is  no  longer  any  necenity  for  pro- 
tection to  the  prodacer,it  (hould  dtmioiah 
10  Ba  to  give  the  benefit  of  lower  pricea  to 
the  cooiumer.  The  principle  of  an  ad 
valorem  duty  which  j^eatea  according  to 
the  higher  price  of  an  article,  ii  doubtleaa 
unjust;  but  surely  the  principle  itself  of 
a  duly  Sucluating  inversely  at  the  price, 
is  one  that  is  only  just;  and  the  ■imple 
quesLion  is,  wiielher  you  can  so  arranga 
the  scale,  and  so  deal  with  the  application 
of  it.  as  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  thoM 
evils  to  which  it  msy  have  been  and  may 
be  liable.  1  know,  my  Lords,  that  it  ia 
■aid  that  we  have  had  tbirteeo  yeart'ea- 
perience  of  the  principle,  and  that  it  haa 
totally  failed,  and  that  therefore  aonw 
other  principle  ought  to  be  resorted  to. 
I  confesa  I  cannoL  see  how  it  hu  failed. 
I  don't  say  that  there  is  no  defect  in  it — 
nothing  to  be  remedied — that  it  cannot 
be  improved  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  think  it 
can;  but  I  cannot  admit  that  the  scale, 
as  a  principle,  has  failed.  What  waa  tba 
principle  of  it  ?  It  was  to  give  you  foreign 
corn  when  you  wanted  it;  but  to  keep  it 
out  when  you  did  not.  That  waa  the 
principle  of  it,  and  in  that  way  haa  it 
been  applied  during  the  last  thirteen 
years.  It  is  true  that  you  have  imported 
1,000,000  of  quarters  in  a.  year ;  bat  that 
has  happened  in  those  periods  of  the 
thirteen  years  when  your  own  aupply  waa 
not  sufficient  for  the  demand,  and  not 
when  the  supply  was  aufficient  and 
your  own  prices  were  exceedingly  low. 
far,  then,  from  having  failed,  it 
proves  that  the  principle  hu  worked 
according  to  the  views  of  those  by 
'hom  the  law  waa  enacted.  But  then  I 
certainly  may  be  asked  "  If  that  be  your 
opinion,  why  do  you  propose  to  alter  it?" 
That  I  admit  is  a  very  natural  question,  and 
a  question  that  one  is  bound  to  answer. 
But  if  1  am  right  at  all  in  tiie  view  1  hata 


all  artificial  conununications,  it  cannot  reach 
those  ports  except  at  a  very  considerable 
additional  charge." 

Thai  goes,  1  think,  to  show  that  from 
the  United  States  you  cannot  hope  to 
derive  that  great  supply  which  the  san- 
guine anticipations  of  those  who  are  for 
no  restriction  at  all  lead  them  to  eipect. 
I  should  say,  however,  that  in  many  parts 
of  the  old  States  of  the  Union  cultivation 
has  exceedingly  diminished,  and  that 
much  of  the  land  now  gtowine  corn 
very  scanty  in  its  production.  The  paper 
continues:— 

"  Extensive  si  has  been  the  incressed  cul- 
tivation in  wheat,  the  consnniption  at  home 
has  kept  pace  with  it,  and  there  is  little 
apparent  improvenieiit  on  the  average  of  anj 
ten  years  in  the  course  of  the  last  fifty  yean." 

So  far  then  we  may  safely  conclude 
that  any  idea  of  relying  upon  the  United 
States  10  make  up  any  material  deficiency 
of  our  home  supply  would  only  lead  lo 
extreme  disappointment.  If  that  be  true, 
this  scheme  would  go  to  disturb,  to  inter- 
fare  with  the  successful  application  of 
capital  in  our  own  country  to  this  most 
important  object,  and  all  for  no  purpose- 
without  attaining  its  end  ;  and  it  would 
therefore,  be  tunning  an  unnecesaary  risk : 
indeed,  be  a  sort  of  insanity  10  attempt 
it.  Tlie  inference  one  mnit  draw  from 
theta  facta  is,  that  it  is  much  wiser,  much 
safer,  to  rely  essentially  upon  oar  own 
produce ;  and  that  in  order  to  assure  the 
aafety  of  that  reliance,  we  ought  to  give 
protection  to  that  produce.  That  inference 
M  a  fair  one :  and  the  nest  question  we 
come  to  is,  what  ought  to  be  the  nature 
and  extent  of  that  protection?  It  is 
obvioua  that  protection  can  only  be  eSec- 
tnally  given  by  some  system  of  duty. 
That  may  ba  either  a  fixed  dniy  or  a  duty 
fluctuating  inversely  aa  Ihe  price.  I  am 
not  upon  thia  occasion  about  to  enter 
into  a  comparison  between  those  two  kinds 
of  duty.  My  noble  Friend  opposite  (Loid 
Helboume)  has  given  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion on  a  future  stage  of  this  bill  to  move 
soma  amendment  which  will  have  the 
effect  of  raising  that  question,  and  I  nm 
therefore  absolved  at  this  moment  from 
the  necessity  of  arguing,  as  otherwise  I 
should  be  prepared  to  do,  aKaiost  that 
Bcherae,  which,  I  think,  like  the  former  I 
mantioDed,  could  only  end  in  disappoint- 
ment. 1  will  now  proceed  to  diKuss,  as 
shorUy  as  I  can,  the  remaining  part  of 
the  sobject,  that  is,  the  principle  of  pro- 
taction  by  a  floctuating  duty ;  and  1  will 
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tUted  upon  Lhii  lubject,  it  bone  to  which 
tbe  altentioD  of  Parliameat  mnst  from 
tine  to  time  be  directed  with  the  utmost 
vigiluiGC.  My  Lordi.  the  interett*  con- 
ctrned  in  it  are  loo  mighty  lo  permit  the 
Lcgulatnre  to  ab«t«in  from  taking,  wheo 
necMsary,  an  enlarged  fiew  of  all  the  cir- 
cumttancei  of  the  cam.  It  doea  not  at 
all  follow  that  the  eUeot  of  the  protection 
weceiaBry  at  one  time  ii  u  a  mailer  of 
eoune  neceisar;  at  another;  and  !  lliinlc 
it  would  not  be  difficult  lo  show,  and  I 
will  eodeavonr  to  thow,  that  the  protection 
which  the  law  now  givei  i«  beyond  the 
seoeuit;  of  the  caie  ;  but  there  are  other 
circumitancei  which  muat  be  taken  into 
Ibe  coMtdenUioD  of  thii  question.  Yonr 
nordahip*  are  aware  of  ihe  great  increase 
in  the  population  of  thii  country  lince  the 
preient  act  paued.  During  >he  Ian  t<>n 
years  there  are  upward!  of  2,000,000  ad- 
diliooal  consumers  of  food— that  ii  the 
iMreate  in  the  population;  and  allhongh 
it  leerot  to  be  perfectly  clear  that  the  pro< 
dttce  fA  our  country  has  nni  only  not 
Gallen  off  during  that  lime,  but  baa  ac- 
tually iooreaaed,  and  therefore  supplied  a 
coniiderabla  portion  of  tbe  food  necessary 
for  that  inereaaed  population,  yet  it  is  alio 
clear  froot  tbe  imporUtion  of  com  for 
oooaumplion  that  has  taken  place,  that  it 
has  not  supplied  the  whole ;  and  if  there 
it  any  iruth  in  tbe  doctrine  that  the 
landeney  of  population  ii  to  preia  on 
tbe  limiti  of  subsisteQce,  then  It  ia 
alao  clear  that  the  circumstancea  of  the 
casa  are  already  altered  by  that  increase 
of  popuUiion,  and  may  be  atill  funber 
ilterad  in  time  to  come  if  that  increase 
goH  on  in  the  same  ratio.  It  it  right, 
Iberofore,  to  consider  this  question  at  an 
early  period,  in  order  that  we  may  not  be 
lake*  by  tnrprite  when  the  aeceiiily  may 
come.  But,  my  Lordi,  there  is  anoiher 
point  which  appears  lo  me  to  make  a  dif- 
ferenoe  in  regard  to  thii  caie  from  tbe 
nerjod  when  tbe  act  paned.  At  that  time 
n  was  asaumed  and  tuppoied,  and  reason- 
ably enough  I  think,— I  am  speaking  nf 
wheat  only— that  the  quantity  of  wheat 
which  tbit  country  might  derive  from 
Ireland  would  not  only  ba  very  conijdera- 
Ue,  but  would  increaae.  That  hat  not 
Inrned  out  to  be  the  fact,  because  during 
the  first  six  of  the  last  thirteen  years,  tbe 
amount  of  wheat  and  flour  imported  from 
Ireland  into  ibis  country  was,  on  an  ave- 
rage, 658,000  quarters,  a  very  considerable 
part  of  Mil  Hf^ly*  being  nearly  oat-ibifd 


of  the  largest  quantity  of  any  foreign  corn 
imported;  but  [hat  quantity  has,  during 
tbe  last  seven  yean,  diminished  on  an  ave- 
rs^ to  427,000.  That  certainly,  is  a  very 
important  feature  in  tbit  case,  and  your 
Lordsfaipi  will  recollect  that  one  of  the 
most  strenuous  supporters  of  the  principle 
of  the  Corn-laws  in  this  House  (a  noble 
Lord  who  is  now  engaged  in  the  service 
of  the  country  elsewhere  (Lord  Ashburton) 
said  last  year,  that  he  consideicd  that 
poiot  of  Ireland  to  be  a  material  circum- 
stance in  tbe  cnnsideration  at  this  subject. 
Now,  what  does  thai  alteration  in  respect 
to  Ireland  arise  from?  It  has  arisen,  my 
Lords,  from  two  cause*;— the  one  1  be- 
lieve to  be  this — that  it  has  not  been  found 
notwithstanding  the  high  prices  of  corn  in 
this  country,  that  would  appear  to  oStt  a 
never-ending  stimulus  lo  the  agriculturist 
in  Ireland — it  may  arise  from  climate,  or 
from  some  other  cause,  1  know  not  but  it 
has  not  been  found  so  profitable  in  Ireland 
to  grow  wheat  for  this  country  as  oati, 
Bui,  my  Lords,  there  is  another  cause. 
The  consumption  of  wheat  in  Ireland, 
allbough  ihe  production  of  wheat  there  it 
in  some  respects  diminishing,  for  at  all 
evenia  Ihe  surplus  is  dimioiifaiag,  ia  in 
many  parts  of  the  country  greatly  increas- 
ing, it  it,  my  I^rds,  a  most  fortunate 
circumstance.  Who  can  regret  that  in 
that  country,  which  hat  suETered  to  many 
evils,  tha  comforts  of  the  people  should 
be  increased,  and  the  quality  of  their  food 
be  so  much  improved?  It  certainly  cannot 
be  coDsidered  a  misfortune ;  hut  it  does 
tell  upon  this  country.  Some  of  your 
Lordahips  will  recollect  the  lime  at  1  do, 
when  a  great  portion  of  the  people  of  tbit 
country  were  not  supported  on  wheaten 
bread,  but  lived  upon  bread  of  barley  or 
rye.  That  baa  been  greatly  altered.  The 
consumption  of  wheat  is  much  mora 
general  amongst  the  people,  and  we  may 
naturally  think  that  the  same  process  will 
go  on  in  Ireland,  until  at  last,  in  all  pro- 
babilily,  there  will  be  little  or  no  surplus 
to  export  lo  this  conotry.  I  say  that  that 
is  a  matter  which  juitiGea  us  in  laking  the 
subject  of  this  law  into  consideration  at 
tbe  present  time.  I  am  perfectly  prepared 
to  admit  that  in  the  working  of  this  law 
there  are  defects  which  ought  to  be  cor- 
rected, and  the  correction  of  which,  so  far 
from  inflicting  any  evil  upon  any  data  of 
the  community,  above  all,  so  far  from  in- 
flicting any  evil  on  the  producers  of 
tbit  country,  will   tcvd  to    coDfcr    iha-,- 
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gnateit  benefit  on  ihem.  ["Hear."] 
My  noble  Friend,  Lord  Stanhope,  per- 
hapi  does  not  agree  with  me  in  that, 
but  he  will  excuse  the  liberty  I  lake  in 
staling  how  [  think  that  it  estublished. 
One  defect  of  the  present  act  is,  that 
which  I  Ruipeci  my  noble  Friend  tbinka 
one  of  in  beauties,  viz.,  thai  ihc  protection 
!■  inoM  exiravagantl)'  hi^h.  What  can 
be  the  ndvantage  at  a  higher  prolertion 
than  ii  ever  brought  into  operation  1  The 
only  effect  it  can  have  ii  to  injure  the 
principle  of  protection  itself.  If  you  at- 
tempt la  eatablish  a  protection  which  is 
not  necessary,  you  go  far  to  injure  the 
principle  iiself,  and  deslroy  the  advantage 
you  should  derive  from  it.  My  Lords,  I 
have  reason  to  know,  and  so  as  any  one 
who  has  had  any  communication  with 
persons  who  are  competent  to  form  an 
opinion  upon  this  subject,  that  there  is 
a  general  opinion  in  this  country,  that  the 
protection  of  the  present  law  is  too  high, 
and  not  necessary.  That  defect,  in  my 
opinion,  ahould  now  be  remedied.  Then, 
my  Lords,  there  is  another  objection,  and 
B  very  stroDg  one,  I  believe,  to  the  present 
law— viz.,  the  rapidity  with  which  the 
duty  varies.  Your  Lordships  will  recul- 
lect,  that  in  the  bill  which  came  up  to  this 
House  in  1827,  into  which  this  principle 
of  a  graduated  icale  was  first  introduced, 
but  which,  from  circumstances  to  which 
it  is  not  necessary  lo  advert,  did  not  pass 
into  a  law,  the  fluctuations  were  not  so 
rapid  a*  in  (lie  law  as  it  now  stands.  I 
had  the  honour  of  proposing  that  bill  to 

Jour  Lordships'  House,  It  was  very  ve- 
emently  opposed  by  some  noble  Ixirda, 
but  the  House  acquiesced  in  the  principle 
of  it,  and  all  the  deUils  except  one, 
There  was  a  clause  introduced  which, 
thongh  it  did  not  affect  this  question  of 
the  amount  of  duty,  did  afiect  another 
part  of  the  bill,  and  which  led  to  its  not 
passing  into  a  law;  and  on  the  following 
year  the  present  law  was  passed.  But 
that  which  has  been  described  by  some  as 
a  jumping  scale  is  undoubtedly  a  (treat 
defect,  because  when  the  prices  are  rising 
towards  the  ultimate  point,  the  difference 
of  duly  becomes  so  great,  and  theiempla- 
lion  to  wait  until  the  low  duty  price  is 
reached  is  so  strong,  that  the  holders  or 
corn  are  induced,  for  the  sake  of  greater 
gain,  by  getting  their  corn  out  at  Is.  duty 
instead  of  a  duly  of  lOs.  or  I2s.  lo  keep 
it  until  the  last  moment.  It  also  induces 
persons  to  try  what  effect  they  can  pro. 
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dace  upon  the  avarsge  price*  wliich  regu- 
late the  amount  of  duty,  by  operating  on 
them  in  different  markets  of  the  country 
wherever  they  think  that  that  dealing  can 
be  carried  on  with  any  chance  of  success. 
[  think  that  that  tiDquestionably  is  a  rery 
considerable  defect  in  the  existing  law, 
id  the  way  to  correct  it  is  lo  correct  the 
great  inequality  of  duty  at  certain  points 
of  the  scale,  and  to  make  the  fall  much 
gradual,  '.hereby  taking  away  almost 
the  only  temptation  to  hold  corn  until  the 
price  arrives  at  the  ultimate  point.  Your 
Lordships  will  find  in  the  papers  before 
me  that  with  regard  to  wheat,  very  little 
comparatively  has  been  taken  out  for  con- 
sumption when  the  prices  were  rising,  and 
that  that  has  been  the  consequence  of  the 
great  difference  between  the  points  of  the 
scale  to  which  I  allude.  But  this  same 
jumping  scale  does  not  apply  to  barley 
and  oats ;  and  with  reopect  to  those  kinds 
of  grain,  you  will  not  find  the  aame  result. 
In  those  grains  the  highest  point  of  the 
Kale  has  never  been  reached,  except  ia 
one  or  two  instances,  and  therefore  in  that 
case  the  principle  of  the  existing  law 
operates  much  more  advantageously  than 
it  is  proved  to  do  with  respect  to  wheat 
I  have  alluded,  my  Lords,  to  the  question 
of  the  BverBKes.  That  certainly  is  a 
point  upon  which  there  is  always  a  great 
deal  of  sensitiveness  exhibited,  and  per- 
haps with  some  reason,  though  not  so 
much  as  may  appear  to  some  persons. 
No  doubt  this  system  of  averages  is  liable 
to  objeclions,  cogent  objections.  But  I 
think  they  have  been  over-estimated,  and 
that  by  the  mode  in  which  we  propose  to 
deal  with  that  subject,  they  will  be  en- 
tirely removed.  The  first  and  best  mode 
of  removing  Ihem  is  by  removing  tbc 
temptation  that  now  exists  with  regard  lo 
them  ;  and  I  ihink  that  the  new  scale 
which  we  propose  will  take  away  that 
temptation  of  raising  the  prices  to  the 
highest  point  in  the  markets  in  order  to 
obtain  ihe  lowest  amount  of  duty.  )" 
the  next  place,  we  propose  that  tb«T 
should  be  taken  by  a  different  class  <h 
persons,  by  which  I  think  greater  sKur''y 
will  be  given  to  transactions  of  buiinex- 
and  more  care  taken  that  frauds,  or  wlisl- 
ever  else  they  are  called,  may  not  be  i" 
easily  committed  as  they  have  been  up  to 
this  present  lime.  And  then,  my  Loidt, 
we  propose  what  I  think  is  a  most  import- 
ant improvement, — namely,  the  exieowoa 
of  the  number  uf  towns 
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averaps  are  (aken.  It  w  quite  clear,  that 
the  wider  jou  make  the  bsiis  from  which 
the  averages  are  taken,  the  difficulty  of 
effectiDK  fraud  ii  the  more  iacreased,  be- 
Gau«e  the  progreis  is  of  this  kind : — it  is 
attempted  solely  in  great  markets,  where 
the  quantity  returned  is  generally  very 
large,  the  prices  generally  high,  and  the 
application  of  the  quantity  anit  price  to 
the  rormation  of  an  average  must  be 
effected  by  an  artificial  addition  to  the 
prices  returned.  The  question  has  been 
asked  as  to  what  is  likely  to  be  the  effect 
on  the  prices  in  consequence  of  including 
these  new  towns.  I  cannot  see  very  well 
how  any  sensible  eSect  can  be  produced, 
uolesa  the  quantity  and  price  in  the  new 
town!  are  mainly  higher  or  lower  than  in 
the  present  towns.  For  instance,  if  it 
were  supposed,  that  the  effect  of  these 
new  towns  would  be  to  raise  the  price  5s. 
in  order  to  bring  about  that  additional 
price,  the  total  amoant  of  price  in  the 
new  towns  must  exceed  the  price  in  the 
old  towns  by  not  leaa  than  lOi.  Suppose 
Ihey  were  pretty  equal  in  number,  and  the 
qnantity  sold  in  the  new  towns  was  pretty 
equal ;  then,  in  order  that  these  new 
towns  should  affect  the  prices  of  the 
average!,  it  ii  necesaary  that  the  addi- 
tional price  beyond  that  of  the  old  towns 
ahould  not'be  less  than  lOj.  That  objec- 
tion, then,  hei  obviously  no  foundatior 
at  all,  and,  [  think.  It  is  generally  ad- 
milted,  that  no  such  effect  i(  likely  to  be 
produced.  If  that  be  correct,  we  should 
gain  the  advantage  of  a  just  statement  of 
the  actual  sales  of  corn  throughout  the 
kingdom,  without  introducing  any  princi- 
ple to  which  any  objection  can  possibly 
be  made.  I  am  afraid  I  have  trespassed 
too  long  on  your  Lordshlpi'  time  in  these 
preliminary  observatioos ;  but  I  thought  I 
should  not  be  doing  my  duty  if  I  had  ab- 
atained  from  making  them,  in  order  that 
your  Lordihipa  may  better  understand  (hi 
proposition  1  am  about  to  make,  and  see 
how  far  anything  I  have  stated  or  the 
reasons  I  have  given  may  support  the 
adoption  of  that  measure.  The  proposi- 
tion, then,  which  I  have  to  make  to  your 
Lordships  is  this,  tbat  instead  of  the  duly 
increasing  to  any  amount  not  defined,  the 
highest  amount  of  duty  in  the  importation 
of  wheat  sbsll  be  20$.,  and  ahall  attach 
whenever  the  average  price  of  corn  in  this 
country  shall  be  under  5lt,  It  is  pro- 
posed also,  that  it  shall  diminish  li.  for 
every  li.  increase  in  price,  with  two  ex- 


cept ions  in  the  course  of  the  process  —  that 
is.  thai  when  it  arrives  al52s.  and  is  under 
55f.,  embracing  three  stages  at  each,  of 
vliich  the  price  will  rise  1  s.,  then  the  duly 
ihall  be  the  same — namely  a  duty  of]  8s.; 
because,  assuming  565.  to  be  about  a  fair 
remunerating  price  for  wheat,  thia  was 
considered  to  be  a  fair  advantage  to  give 
10  ilie  producer.  After  which  it  is  pro- 
posed that  the  duty  shall  diminish  Ii.  as 
price  rises  1«.  till  the  price  reaches 
,  when  it  is  proposed  to  make  the 
duly  6f-,  embracing  three  stages,  the 
object  being  to  diminish  the  temptation  to 
hold  back  corn  till  the  highest  point  is 
reached,  and  to  induce  persons  to  abstain 
from  holding  back  under  the  expectation 
^r  gaining  a  greater  benefit.  Now,  as  to 
Ihe  remunerating  price:  my  Lords,  it  is  a 
Jifficull  thing  to  say  absolutely  what  is  to 
be  considered  a  remunerating  price  ;  but 
some  aid  may  be  gained  by  considering 
which  wheat  has  reached,  com- 
ih  our  own  opinion,  for  the  last 
thirteen  years.  Now,  for  the  last  thirteen 
years,  the  price  has  been  something  more 
than  58s. ;  so  that  something  between  56s, 
and  58i-  or  60s.  would  be  likely  to  be  t 
price  that  will  afford  a  reasonable  remu- 
neration, and  the  maintenance  of  which  ia 
necesiiary  for  the  protection  of  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  the  country.  I  have 
reason  to  believe  tbat  as  to  wheat,  the 
price  is  considered  10  be  a  fair  one,  and  I 
do  not  find  it  has  been  a  subject  of  mate- 
rial complaint,  and  I  think  it  may  be  pre- 
.cumed  to  ba  satisfactory  to  the  country; 
but  I  am  aware  that  with  respect  to  barley 
and  oats,  a  different  opinion  is  entertained, 
and  it  is  supposed  that  the  protection  ia 
very  inadequate  for  these  two  important 
grains.  Now,  the  principle  we  have  en- 
deavoured to  observe  in  fixing  the  duty 
on  barley  and  oats  is  to  adhere  as  nearly 
as  we  could  to  the  principle  of  the  existing 
scale.  Wheat  being  at  50s.,  the  duty  is 
II, ;  barley  being  at  25s.  the  duty  is  lis., 
rather  more  than  half.  Formerly  it  was 
supposed  (hat  the  duty  on  barley  might 
be  taken  nt  half,  and  therefore  we  consi- 
dered that  the  making  barley  equal  to 
about  one  half,  in  proportion  to  wheat, 
would  be  sufficient.  And,  on  the  same 
principle  in  a  part  of  this  acnie  wherein 
the  average  price  of  barley  is  27i,  and 
under  30i.,  the  duly  is  proposed  to  be 
fixed  at  9s.  Now,  it  is  supposed  that  thia 
duty  on  barley  will  expose  our  agricullu- 
riatatoa  most  ruinous  compeliliou  withj: 


y  Google 


Com  ImporlatioK  Bill,         {LORDS}  Com  Impm-tatmt  BUi.         £88 

expect,  to  produce  an  increamJ  demaml, 
that  it  will  increase  tKe  pric<  of  barley  In 
I  be  country.     It  is  not  improbable,    siip- 
posing  that  [here  is  any  weight  id  tbe  sr- 
gumeot  Bi  to  tbe  effect  of  the  bill,  (hat 
there  will  be  an  iocreated  demand,  whicb 
will  lead  to  an  increated  price;  lo  that 
the  protection  would  not  be  inadequaCe, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  under  the  circum- 
stances,   will    be   round    tjuJte  aufficient. 
With   regard    to  Germany,   whence   almo 
forae  barley  ia  eipected  to  be  imported, 
the  (train  in  the  north  of  Germany  is  bj 
no  means  of  a  (uperiof  quality,  and  front 
the  nature  of  the  aoi)  is  not  likely  to  bs 
increased  in  qnantity ;  end    it   is   staled 
that  Prussia  could  not  grow  g;ood  malt- 
ing barley,  if  at  all,  without  going  throogh 
en  eipeniive    process   of  improving    tbe 
soil.    In  soulh  Germany  they  do  not  gn>* 
barley  Tor  exportation ;  the  consumptioa 
of   it   ia    very  great  for   beer.     Imraeoae 
quantities  of  barley  are  grown  in  Bavaria  ; 
but  there  ia  no  chsoce  of  any  beiti^  aent 
into    this   country    thence,  the  experue, 
besides  the    duties,  of  Bending  it  down 
the  Neckar  to  the  Rhine,  and  from  the 
Rhine  lo  Hollan'l,  whence  it  has  to  be 
shipped,  affording    an  ampla    proiectioa, 
in  addition  to  the  duly,  to  our  egiienl- 
lurislK.     Much  the  laioe  observation  nay 
be  made  with  respect  to  oats.    I  tbiuk 
all  apprehensions  as   to  the  quantity  of 
onis  likely  to  he  imported,  and  the  thoa> 
sands  and  thousands  of    acres   that  will 
be  thrown  out  of  cultivation,  are  enlJiely 
groundless.     Under  the  most  fsvourabh 
circumstancea    there  coukl  not  be  mon 
that)  800,000  qnarten  tniraduced;  oeee 
the  quantity  has  been  900,000  quarteta, 
tomelimas    500,000    and  600,000,    and 
lometimei  none  at  all ;  and  wben  I  find 
that  the   quantity  of  oats  consumed  in 
this  country  is  15,000,000  quarters,  and 
that  it  has  a  protecting  duty  of  6>.  op 
10  Tit.,  I  cannot  conceive  that  tbtaisaot 
an  udequnte   protection    to  tltose  whose 
industry  ia  employed   in   this  branch  of 
cultivation,     I  believe  I  have  now  stated 
to  your  Lordships  enough  lo  show  tbe  tut* 
ture  of  this  measure ;  I  have  laid  befom 
you   many  of  the  grounds  on  which  I 
think  it  to  be  B  measure  which  yoo  will 
do  well  to  pasa ;  I  have  stated  the  reatOM 
which  induce  me  to  believe  that  the  feani 
entertained  of  it  are  all  chimerical  aod 
fillacious,  and  I  do  not  think  it  m 
to  do    more   than   express  my  con&dtM 
belief  and  hope  that  tbe 
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foreign  barley,  I  confess  that,  looking  at 
the  facts,  I  cannot  see  any  grounds  for 
enterlaiotng  that  apprehension.  1  am 
afraid,  my  I^ids,  I  weary  you  by  these 
details ;  but  they  will  be  necessary  at  some 
stage  of  the  discussion,  and,  perhaps,  they 
are  better  entered  into  now.  it  appears, 
with  regard  to  barley,  ibat  it  haa  been  aa- 
aumed  that  it  could  be  put  on  board  ship 
in  a  foreign  port  at  19(,  6j(j.  per  quarter ; 
bot  before  it  could  be  brought  here,  there 
muatbeanadditJon  to  that  price,  of  freight 
and  charges  of  many  descriptions,  and  it 
is  impossible  to  take  these  at  less  than 
4s.  ^d.  or  5s. ;  so  that  tbe  total  amount  of 
the  charges  would  raise  tbe  price  of  tbe 
foreign  barley  to  24f.  or  25t.  It  is  clear, 
therefore,  that  if  this  be  the  case,  the  pro- 
tection given  by  ibis  scale  is  sufficient  up 
to  any  price  short  of  3lj.;  and  1  cannot 
lee  anything  to  induce  me  to  think  that 
the  protection  is  not  an  adequate  one, 
looking  to  what  we  before  considered  a 
sufficient  protection  to  barley.  But  the 
whole  bill  proceeds  upon  the  principle  of 
diminishing  protection ;  and,  therefore, 
tbe  question  must  be  urged  by  those  who 
object  to  the  whole  scheme,  and  cannot 
be  an  objection  in  Uie  opinion  of  those 
who  are  disposed  lo  admit  that  a  reduc- 
tion of  protection  should  take  place. 
In  the  bill  of  1827,  which  did  not  pass 
into  a  law.  the  protection  proposed, 
though  a  great  deal  higher  when  tbe 
prices  were  low,  at  this  point  did  not 
differ  very  materially  from  that  now  pro- 
posed ;  from  31*.  to  32i.,  the  duly  was 
to  be  St.  6d.,  whereas,  by  tbe  present  bill, 
it  is  only  7(.,  being  a  reduction  of  only 
Ic.  6d.  a  quarter.  I  cannot,  my  Lords, 
see  that  that  this  scale  of  duty  can  give 
rise  to  any  well-founded  apprehensions. 
I  have  heard  a  great  many  people  say, 
that  wc  shall  have  a  large  quantity  of  fo- 
reign barley  brought  iulo  the  country; 
but,  my  Lords,  I  have  not  beard  any  part 
of  Enrope  named  whence  an  increased 
quantity  of  barley  is  likely  to  be  imported, 
except  the  small  country  of  Denmark. 
But  Denmark  is  a  country  of  extremely 
limited  extent  nnd  csparity,  and  whilst 
her  power  of  production  is  limited,  her 
population  is  increasing,  so  that  her  own 
demand  is  augmenting;  and  it  does  not 
appear  to  me  that  any  apprehension  need 
be  entertained,  even  siipposiog  that  a  few 
thousand  quartets  of  barley  may  be 
brought  from  this  small  country.  It  is 
if  the  effect  of  this  bill  be,  as  we 
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beneficially  for  all  dasiei  in  ihe  country, 
This  t*  ihfl  sole  object  which  those  who 
rramed  it  ha*e  in  liew,  and  if  they  could 
have  beeo  guilty  of  the  crime  of  endea- 
nniring  to  deceive  the  people  of  ihii 
country  upon  this  sul^ect,  1  can  only  say, 
that  they  would  be  guilty  not  only  of 
the  RKMt  misefable,  as  well  as  the  buest, 
political  ofieoce  of  which  a  Ministry 
could  be  guilty,  but  ihey  would  commit 
an  act  of  inconcrivable  folly.  The  people 
of  this  couoiry  are  too  quicic- sigh  ted  and 
too  enlightened  to  be  so  deceived  ;  tliey 
are  capable  of  judgiof;  of  measures  aud 
of  the  motives  of  those  who  bring  them 
forward,  and  with  a  firm  reliance  upon 
(tmr  sense  of  justice,  and  upon  their 
coostractioa  of  the  motives  which  actuate 
the  Government  and  the  Legislature,  I  am 
convinced  that  this  bill  will  be  received 
by  them  aa  i  Htisfactory  adjuilment  of 
tbii  great  question.  We,  my  Lords,  have 
done  our  duly  in  preparing  this  bill,  and 
Parliament  will,  we  hope,  do  its  duty  in 
passing  it. 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  it  was  singular  that 
iMDe  of  those  who  had  originally  recom> 
mended  the  existing  Corn-law,  and  had 
■tated  that  it  was  perfectly  oneKception- 
abta  in  ita  node  of  operation,  should  now 
Mfoe  forward  lo  propose  what  they  them- 
aolvea  admittod  (he  quoted  their  words)  to 
tM  a  very  considerable  reduction  of  the 
protection  which  the  Corn-law  afForded  to 
agriculture.  The  sliding-scale  was  do  part 
or  parcel  of  the  principle  of  the  Corn-law  ; 
it  was  only  ooe  of  the  modes — it  might  or 
might  not  ba  the  best-— of  executing  the 
piinciple  of  the  Corn>law — that  is,  of  af- 
fording protection  to  agricaltnre:  he 
•onid  show  presently  what  sort  of  protec 
bon  was  now  offered — a  stidiag-acale 
oqaally  pernicious  with  a  fiaed  duty.  He 
eoncnrred  in  the  opioton  which  the  noble 
ViaOMnt  opposite  (Viscount  Helhourne) 
had  apreiasd  in  his  speech  in  1840 : — 

"  M;  noble  Friend  carefully  abatained," 
flie  noble  Viscount  observed,  "  from  saying 
what  it  is  that  he  meaos  to  do-^whether  his 
object  if  to  have  a  fixed  duly,  or  a  diminution 
ofthapiesaalasecndincaod  descending  scale; 
bm  wkidieveroribeMaJternalivesbe  his  plan, 
as  1  sse  clearij  and  diitinctly  that  the  objed 
OUmol  be  carried  without  a  atruBgle — without 
cauiisf  much  ill  blood,  and  a  deep  sense  of 

SrievaDce-^wilboul  stirring  society  lo  its  Toan- 
stioDS,  and  leaTing  behind  every  sort  of  bit- 
teinen  and  aniiiKnity.  I  do  not  think  (he 
advauages  m  be  gaiaed  1^  tbe  chuige  are 
VsMh  Iba  avili  of  the  struggle  by  which,  your 


An  appeal  hsd  been  made  to  tbe  coon- 
try  on  this  subject,  which  had  returned  a 
most  triutaphaut  majority,  exceeding  the 
most  sanguine  expectation  of  the  parly 
opposed  to  the  noble  Viscount,  and  pro- 
nouncing tha  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the 
country  to  be  in  favour  of  protection  to 
the  Bgricultural  as  well  as  other  interests. 
Tbe  conservative  candidates  bore  on  their 
banners  that  they  were  friends  to  agricul- 
ture; the  defence  and  preservation  of  the 
Corn-law  were  the  watchwords  of  tbe 
party  ;  promises  and  pledges  were  given 
in  profusion,  and,  on  the  eve  of  the  elec- 
tion, the  right  hon.  Baronet  now  at  the 
head  oF  the  Government,  in  addressing 
his  consiiluents  atTamwortb,  said  : — 

"I  deprecate  a  struggle  on  the  sul^ect  of  the 
Corn-laiTi, because  I  think,  aa  Lord  Melbourne 
did  last  year,  tiie  advantages  are  not  snfiicient 
lo  counlerbalance  the  risk,  and  I  ask  your  free 
suffrages  with  ihia  frank  and  explicit  dedam- 
tioQ  of  my  opicious." 

Frank  and  explicit!  He  saw  no  frank- 
ness here,  for  he  never  recollected  lo  han 
read  a  sentence  that  had  less.  He  did 
Dot  mean  lo  make  any  verbal  criticiun, 
but  whut  was  to  be  understood  by  "ad- 
vantsgea"}  Were  they  the  advantagea 
of  maintaiaiog  tbe  present  Corn<lawi,  or 
of  altering  or  abandoning  tbem  ?  It  was 
utterly  unintelligible  if  it  was  meant  the 
advantage  of  altering  or  abandoning  the 
present  Corn-laws ;  it  was  incoosistent 
wiih  all  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  previous 
opinions.  If  it  was  meant  the  advantages 
of  maintaining  the  present  Corn-laws, 
what  was  intended  by  their  not  being 
"sufficient  to  counterbalaDce  the  riskt" 
What  risk  did  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
incur  with  an  immense  and  ovetwhelmiiig 
mijority  ia  both  Houses  of  Parliameot 
ready  lo  support  the  Corn-laws?  He 
deprecated  a  itru^lc— with  whom  ?  With 
the  Cora-law  league?  With  the  landed 
interest!  It  would  have  been  very  con- 
venient if  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  been 
a  little  more  frank.  He  need  not  have 
iuformed  his  coostituents  at  Tamwortfa 
what  his  plans  were,  but  if  be  had 
only  given  them  a  hint  that  he  in- 
tended to  make  a  very  considerable 
diminution  of  the  preseot  protection  to 
the  home  grower — that  the  importation  of 
cattle  was  to  be  encouraged— it  would 
have  had  the  effect  of  relieving  himself 
aod  hit  Colleagues  of  tbo  cares  acd  aui*    : 
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B.  fine  a  cargo  or  wneai  «  poa«b 
which,  ircluding  all  expenses  of  freight, 
&c  cost  27i.  per  quarter.  That«tateinent 
esBCtly  correspondEd  with  ihe  opinion  re- 
cenily  gwen  by  two  eminent  corn-fsclore 
ot  Liverpool,  who  stated,  that  under  the 
proposed  Uw.  after  one  or  two  favourable 
t-arvests,  the  average  prices  would  be  4bi. 
„r  48s.  per  ciuatler.  In  the  speech  of  the 
noble  Earl  he  had  admired  the  mgenmiy 
with  which  he  glided  over  the  mMt  im- 
portont  parts  of  the  bill  connected  with 
the  redaction  of  the  duty.  There  was  ■ 
decrease  of  duty  between  the  prices  of  55«. 
and  66s.  of  no  less  than  U.  4».  id.  a  quar- 
ter.  The  present  average  duty  from  55». 
tp  66j.,  both  inclusive,  is  W.  16i.  Bd.  i  it 
is  now  proposed  to  reduce  the  average 
daty  between  these  prices  to  1 2s,,  being* 
H-^'  ..;_^  ^f  45  per  cent.,  and  which  could 
ade  without  roost  injurious  con- 
the  B^ricuttuiel  classes.    He 


..     A  letter   from  Mr. 
the  26lh  of  May  last, 
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ieties  of  office.     He  saw  before  the  c'- 1  f-;^^'^  J-«  ^^^^^^^ 
of  the  l.«  Seuion  of  P.ili.menl.  clem    ler,  m.k  ng  ™  un        i  i„p„„ed 

.„d  „o„oi,oe.l  .,«,p,o».  of.  .1...™,-   W;XT.'      y  ■  '.he..  ..  po-S...," 
nation  to  make  a  considerable  alteraiion       as  nne  a  t-B-n  r  .    .  , 

in  these  inwi.  QLord  Hortfwicfte  .-  "Why 
did  not  [he  fanners  see  it? "]  They  did 
not;  if  they  had  seen  it,  things  would 
have  talten  a  different  coarse.  Those  who 
had  prepared  this  plan,  who  had  given 
every  possible  encouragement  and  exciie- 
roent  to  clamour,  had  now  produced  dis- 
affection and  discontent  amongst  the  whole 
agricultural  class,  and  they  had  lost,  and 
for  ever,  the  attachment  of  tlieir  own 
political  adherents,  who  might  continue 
10  support  them,  not  from  attachment,  but 
in  order  to  exclude  another  party  ftom^ 
office.  He  should  not  waste  the 
their  Lord«hips  in  saying  anylhing  of  some 
of  the  Minister's  adherents ;  he  .resigned 
them,  without  comment,  to  the  casti^tjan 
they  would  be  sure  to  receive  from  iher.i 
constituents,  whose  interests  they  had  de- 
KTted,  and  whose  confidence  they  had 
betrayed.  The  noble  Earl  who  had  last 
Spoken  had  avowed,  that  no  satisfactory 
information  had  been  obtained  on  the 
■abject,  that  alone  was  a  sufficient 
TsasDo  for  obtaining  it  by  means  of  a 
parliamentary  inquiry,  and  till  it  was  ob- 
tained no  step  should  have  been  talcen, 
There  was  a  misapprehension  as  to  ibc 
prices  of  corn  abroad.  Some  supposed  he- 
cause  of  late  years  prices  were  usually  high 
on  the  continent,  as  in  this  country,  those 
prices  were  to  be  considered  the  ordinary 
prices.  There  was  no  precise  information 
since  1827.  According  to  the  ii 
the  British  consuls,  the  average  of  the 
prices  in  1825,  at  eight  ports  in  the  north 
of  Europe — namely,  Copenhagen,  Memel, 
Hamburgh,  Konigsberg,  Embden,  Libau, 
Rotterdam,  and  Dantzic,  was  ]8s.  Id.  per 
quarter.  He  had  a  petition  presented  from 
tne  Holdernejs  Agricultural  Society  in 
1827,  which  stated  that  at  Hull,  good 
wheat  in  bond  was  sold  at  24s.  per  quar- 
ter. Mr.  J,  Sanders,  of  Liverpool,  stated, 
io  IS36,  before  a  committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  that  he  had  seen  wheal  for 
eight  or  nine  years  together,  during  the 
last  twelve  years,  produced  at  18s.  or  20s. 
B  quarter,  and  he  added — 

"  ir  the  foreigner  had  always  access  to  this 
market,  no  man  can  say  at  what  price  he  will 
rot  grow  wheal." 

Mr.  Hayne  slated,  that  at  Odessa  wheat 
might,  in  May  last,  have  been  purchased 
atl4t,  to  16i.  per  quarter,  and  that  the 


extravagantly 
Gladstone,  dated^ 
states,  that- 

ported  and  entered  for  consiimjtV  ^j  jj^^  gj^ 
pool  and  elsewhere,  paying  a  dinxL^jt  (q  tbe 
per  quarter,  and  leaviog  -   '~— 

It  was  now  proposed  to  reduce  it -.  j^^ 
from  22s.  id.  to  8s. ;  and  it  was  '^,.:.u[. 
this  would  inflict  no  injury  on  the  af 
lutisls,  end  that  ibey  ought  to  loolc' 
a  considerable  boon  and  advant 
noble  Friend  in  speculating 
probable  consequences  of  the  present  tne 
sure,  supposed,  without  condescending 
give  the  slightest  ground  or  reason  for  I 
ipposition,  that  the  proposed  sliding-sci 
Duld  have  the  effect  of  giving  a  prolec-  . 
an  up  to  a  point  when  the  price  of  wheat 
should  be  between  54s.  and  5Ss.,  say  at 
He  should  very  much  liLe  to  know 
the  grounds  of  this  sapposition  ;  for  be 
declared  that  the  proposition  was  utterly 
itenable.  So  far  from  this  proposed 
measure  giving  the  farmers  a  protection 
ip  to  56f.,  which,  as  he  should  presently 
how,  would  he  inadequate,  it  would  not 
after  favourable  seasons  give  a  protection 
up  to  50(.  Their  Lordships  were  bound 
to  cODsider  what  was  a  lemuDeraling  pries 
to  the  British  grower.    Tbii  was  a  point 
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which  his  noble  Friend  had  paaied  over 
with  perrect  silence,  as  if  it  ^vaa  a  matter 
of  no  consequence.  He  would  not  detain 
their  Lordtbips  by  reading  aj^ricullural 
details  about  ploughliigs  and  harrowingg; 
but  he  knew,  that  in  a  part  of  Backiag- 
haiDshire,  and  that  not  the  worst,  corn 
wonid  not  bring  a  Temuoeratiog  price  un* 
leu  it  «aa  sold  in  the  market  for  60i.  per 
qnartet.  The  proposed  measure,  therefore, 
would  ha?e  the  ultimate  effect  of  annihi- 
lating rent ;  and  with  the  cessation  of  rent 
there  would  bo  a  cessation  of  consumption 
and  expenditure ;  and  he  would  leave 
their  Lordships  to  judge  what  effect  this 
woold  have  on  the  other  classes  of  the 
community.  He  did  not  believe  that  the 
land  would  go  out  of  cultiTation.  Whe- 
ther prices  were  reduced  to  50f .  or  40s., 
he  did  not  believe  that  the  land  would 
relapse  into  a  stale  of  nature.  It  would 
be  cultivated  for  the  consumption  of  those 
who  owned,  occupied,  or  tilled  it;  and 
aoj  of  these  three  classes,  if  they  wished 
to  have  other  articles  not  produced  by 
that  land,  would  procure  them  only  by 
barter.  The  consequence  would  be  the 
entire  sabversion  of  the  whole  system  now 
establiahed,  the  annihilation  of  al)  public 
and  private  trading,  and  at  no  distant 
period,  a  national  bankruptcy.  Another 
BSMmplioD  of  the  noble  Lord  was,  that 
the  present  protection  afforded  by  the 
Corn-laws  was  extravagant,  and  that  it 
might  be  diminished  without  inconvenience 
or  injury  to  the  agricultural  interest.  His 
noble  Friend  had  not,  however,  supplied 
the  House  with  the  smalLesI  proof,  or  sha- 
dow of  a  proof,  of  this  assertion.  It  might 
have  been  fair  to  argue  in  I8'28,  when  the 
present  law  was  introduced,  that  a  less 
anonnt  of  protection  was  requisite  then 
than  in  1815;  and  for  this  obvious  reason, 
that  that  oionatrouB  and  destructive  mea- 
sure known  by  the  name  of  Peel's  Bill 
was  not  in  eiistence  previous  to  the  latter 
year.  When  that  measure  was  brought 
forward,  a  statement  was  made  that  it 
would  lower  prices  3  or  5  per  cent. ;  and 
the  author  of  it  either  had  not  the  wisdom 
to  learn  or  the  candour  to  avow  the  con- 
■equences  it  had  produced.  However, 
another  individual,  who  was  looked  to  as 
•  great  authority  by  a  class  of  persons  for 
whom  he  had  no  respect,  vit.,  the  band  of 
political  economists — he  alluded  to  the 
We  Mr.  Ricardo — had  the  manliness  to 
avow  that  the  fall  of  prices,  instead  of 
being  from  3  to  5  per  cent.,  had  been  from 


5&4 

30  10  50  per  cent.,  and  if  he  had  known 
that,  no  power  on  earth  should  have  in- 
duced him  to  support  such  a  mischievous 
measure.  But  there  had  been  no  measure 
since  1828  which  had  diminished  what 
was  considered  the  remunerating  price, 
which  was  admitted  on  all  hands  to  be  for 
wheat  603.  the  Winchester  quarter,  or  63i. 
according  to  the  new  fashioned  or  impe- 
rial measure.  He  was  aware  that  im- 
provements bad  been  introduced  in  agri- 
culture ;  but  by  whom  7  By  the  landlords 
or  the  tenants;  end  those  improvements 
might  have  been  accompanied  by  consi- 
derable expense,  which  had  been  provided 
for  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  landlords  and 
tenants.  With  what  show  of  justice,  then, 
could  they  attempt  to  reduce  the  price  of 
wheat  and  the  profits  of  the  agricultural 
classes,  without  any  reference  to  those  ex- 
penses. He  most  earnestly  exhorted  their 
Lordships  not  to  trample  on  the  rights  or 
disregard  the  interests  of  others,  if  they 
expected  their  own  rights  and  their  own 
interests  to  be  respected.  His  noble  Friend 
had  stated  the  average  price  of  wheat  at 
5tJ$.  per  quarter  during  the  last  thirteen 
years ;  but  his  noble  Friend  could  not  cer- 
tainly be  aware  that  from  1S33  to  1836 
the  price  of  wheat  ia  this  country  was  so 
ruinously  low  that,  there  was  a  Parlia- 
mentary inquiry  into  the  cause.  If  his 
noble  Friend  separated  from  those  thirteen 
years  the  three  years  from  1833  to  1836, 
when  the  price  of  wheat  was  respectively 
46i.  24.,  39s.  id.,  and  46j.  6d.,  or,  on  an 
average,  44s.  BcL,  which  no  man  would  be 
bold  enough  to  maintain  to  be  a  re- 
munerating price, — be  would  find  that  the 
average  price  had  been  since  1828, 62t.  7d, 
per  quarter.  His  noble  Friend  at  the 
commencement  of  his  apeech  seemed  ta 
argue  that  an  entire  free-trade  in  com- 
would  be  an  advantage  if  it  were  practi- 
cable, and  that  a  low  price  of  corn  wai 
per  le  a  benefit.  He  would  answer  his 
noble  Friend  with  his  own  words.  To  nse 
the  language  of  Holy  Writ,  "  Out  of  thy 
own  mouth  will  I  condemn  thee."  His 
noble  Friend  could  not  have  forgotten  the 
joy  and  exultation  he  expressed —naturally 
enough— at  that  universal  prosperity  and 
satisfaction  which  pervaded  the  coontrf  in 
1825.  Would  to  God  that  other  Sessions 
of  Parliament  might  open  under  similar 
auspices!  His  noble  Friend  was  one  of 
those  Ministers  who  advised  the  King  in 
1S25  to  address  the  Parliament,  assutiog 
the  Membeis  of  the  Legitlatare, 
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"  That  Ihere  nerer  was  a  period  in  the  his- 
tory ot  this  Goantry,  when  all  the  great 
ItTMti  of  the  nation  were  at  the  same  ti 
in  M  thrinng  a  condition,  or  when  a  feeling  of 
coalent  and  MUifaction  was  mora  widely 
difliiwd  through  all  claues  o(  tb«  British 
people.- 

Some  peraoBi  might  natnnillj  inqaire, 
what  cuild  have  been  the  price  of  earn 
whea  hii  noble  Friend  ad*iM<l  inch  a 
■peecb  to  be  delivered?  and  might  con- 
ceive it  mull  have  then  fallen  below  40t. 
per  qnarter.  1^1)  wai  not,  howe?er,  the 
MM.  At  that  time  the  averap  price  of 
wheat  wai  above  66t.,  and  bad  during  the 
preceding  year  been  62t,  p«  qairter. 
encourBgement  propoaed  to  be  given  bj 
the  Government  meaiatc  to  agriculture 
wia  compararively  much  lower  than  bad 
ftonnerly  been  given  by  the  pRtriotiam 
and  wisdom  of  their  aitceeton  to  the  cnlti- 
vatioo  of  the  toil.  He  would  refer  (o  the 
statute  the  2!M  of  Charlei  Znd,  cap.  13. 
The  average  price  of  wheat  for  the  ten 
years  preceding  the  paising  of  that  act 
was  44«.  9d.,  being  a  higher  price  than 
was  presented  by  the  average  price  of  the 
years  1834,  1835,  and  1836  i  and  a  cod- 
■iderably  better  price  when  the  compara. 
live  valae  or  money  and  tbe  weight  of 
taxation  waa  considered,  litis  statute  of 
Charles  Snd,  was  passed  professedly  for  the 
cneonngement  of  agricnllnre,  and 
enacted  that  when  the  price  of  wheat  was 
at  55s.  per  qaarter  and  under,  the  duty 
■hoald  ba  16i.  6d.;  and  the  duty  now 
propoaed  at  66t.  was  I7t.  ;  m  that  the 
only  increase  of  protection  which  the  noble 
Earl  ami  his  Colleagves  oow  thought  ne- 
ceaaary  for  agriculture,  notwithstanding 
the  enoniious,  anparalleled,  and  almost 
incredihle  amount  of  the  hardens  of  tbe 
coaotry,  was  but  an  additional  sixpence 
on  tbe  quarter,  Hia  noble  Friend  having 
evaded  the  qnealbn  vf  what  was  a  remu- 
nerating price,  had  ende&vonred  to  estab- 
Hih  tbe  ptiociple  of  a  maiimnm  price  for 
com.  what  was  this  but  the  enactnent 
in  a  dififeicnt  form  of  the  msximnni  law 
which  prevailed  in  France  T  Many  of  their 
Lordships  might  be  old  enough  to  recol- 
lect, and  tbev  all  knew  from  history,  what 
were  the  conseqneneas  of  this  maximum 
law.  The  farmen  did  not,  would  not, 
coutd  not  send  their  com  to  market  where 
it  mast  be  aold,  according  to  law,  at  a 
nice  at  which  it  was  rainoiu  to  prodace 
-*  They  nfhiined  as  nnch  as  potsiUe 
'   ;  the  maiketi  in  towu. 


and  there  aroae  in  that  unhappy  country  ■ 
long-continued  famine,  which  by  infuriat- 
ing the  popniace  was  the  prime  Baowinf 
cause  of  all  tbe  atrocities  which  diag^iraccsd 
end  desolated  that  country.     And  here  he 
aiked  the  noble  Eari  who  opened  tbe  pre- 
sent debate,  or  any  of  his  Colleagnes,  for 
a  frank  and  explicit  answer  to  this   ques- 
tion— under  the  operation  of  the  propoaed 
law,  did  they  or  did  ihey  not  expect  large 
importations  7  Dkl  they  or  did  they  boC 
expect  a  larg*  or  a  small    reduction    of 
price  7  He  would  meet  ibem  on  either  at- 
ternaiive.     If  ihey  expected  small  impor- 
lations  and  an  incooaideraUe  redaction  of 
price,  what  then  would  be  the  adraet^B 
to  the  consumers,  if  that  class  must  ba 
(^Hisidered  separately?    If,  on   the   ooe- 
trary,   they  expected   large  importatioiMi 
which  would  be  very  proStable  to  the  le- 
veune  and   very  acccfrtable  io  its  pwaewt 
dilapidated  state,    had    they  coneidered 
what  must  he  the  necessary  effects  pro- 
duced, net  only  on  agrtcohure,  bet  oa  all 
the  other  branchei  of  productive  indnatfr, 
vrhich   have   all  one  common  interest  is 
preventing  the  competition  of  fbrmgoera 
in  (he  home  market?    Had  the  Oovem- 
ment  at  all  contemplated  the  efieeU  pro- 
daced  by  enonnotu  importatioos  of  fors^ 
corn,  either  under  the  present  law  or  any 
other  law  ?    Had  they  not  seen  that  t^ 
effect  of  a  coosi  Jerable  importation  of  core 
was  a  considerable  exportation,  not  of  ma- 
nufactures, but  of  specie  f  Even  under  the 
present  Cora-law— under  that    extrava- 
gantly high  protection,  as  it  vras  now  re- 
presented to  be — the  treaaare  in  the  Bank 
bad  been  reduced  from    11,000,000/.   ts 
3,000,000/.   or  4,000,000/.;    and  it  waa 
very  inconsiderable  at  present.    If  this 
state  of  things  were  continued,  and  the 
effect  increased  by  the  passing  of  the  pr«- 
poeed  Corn-bill,  and  tbe  new  Uriff,  it 
would  be  utterly  imposeitile  (and  he  re- 
ferred on  thia  point  to  the  evidence  of 
those  who  ihongbt  free-trade  "  a  consam- 
nation  devoutly  to  be  wished")  for  tbe 
Bank  to  continue  payments  in  specie  ander 
snchcircam stance*.  The  proposed  neasnst 
was  not,  as  the  noble  Earl  said,  considered  I 

a  fair  arrangement  as  feipeeted  wheat. 
All  who  were  practically  aoquainlad  with 
the  ooantry  knew  that  the  scale  as  regtfded 
wheat  woald  be  deatractive  of  their  iatav 
eats.  But  then  they  were  told  in  bonely 
langgsge,  that  "half  a  loaf  vras  beOsr 
tkas  Done,"  and  tiist  it  woohl  beadvissUe  <^^  I 

tot  tbem  to  accept  tbe  propoaed  leiafc  -  byiVjOOQLC 
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What  reaaon  was  there  to  hope  that  these 
termi,  bed  ai  the;  were,  would  be  fioal  ? 
Any  mch  expectation  must  be  destroyed 
by  the  dectaratioo  made  by  the  right  hon. 
GentlemBD  the  Secretary  for  the  Home 
Department,  who  took  occasion  to  state 
more  than  once  that  he  deitrrd  it  to  he 
nndentood  that  the  proposed  measure 
shonld  not  be  considered  as  final.  The 
farmera  were  told  they  mt»t  accept  these 
terms,  as  they  would  get  no  belter.  He 
abould  like  lo  know  on  what  grounds  the 
■griciillnrai  class  were  lo  be  considered  as 
criaiinals,  and  why  they  should  be  fled  to 
accept  any  commntation  of  their  lenience  ? 
Ha  lejectad  altogether  all  overtores  for 
tompnunbe,  and  he  would  say,  "  No  sur- 
lender,"  as  bad  been  said  by  another  per- 
BOD  io  another  |dace — by  a  noble  Duke 
who  bad  shown  his  patriotism  and  public 
spirit  at  a  lime  when  both  were  nearly  ei- 
tinguidwd  in  this  connliy,  by  prefcrriug 
principle  to  place,  and  whose  consistency 
m  opinion  and  coodact  would  for  ever  en- 
desir  hrm  to  tbe  country.  If  ihey  could 
prove  that  the  protection  was  escessire, 
let  it  be  dimintihed  ;  if  they  could  prore 
it  unicasoaaUe  and  unjnat.let  it  be  entirely 
withdrawn.  Re,  for  ooe,  ioliciied  and  ac- 
cepted no  compromise  on  principle.  He 
waa  not  one  of  Ibote  who  advocated  the 
doctrine  of  espediency.  There  were  cases, 
and  the  pmaent  was  oae,  where  extremes 
nMt.  Tbe  farmers  were  not  to  be  ddnded 
into  the  notion  that  by  the  operation  of 
thia  bill  pricea  would  be  kept  up  to  66f. 
or  6S].  Let  (hem  have  n  free-trade,  ac- 
enmpanied,a8  tbe  noble  and  learned  Lord 
oppoaite  hnd  argued,  by  a  free- trade  in  all 
mannfisotnred  articles.  He  threw  down 
tbe  pumttat.  Ha  dared  ibem  to  the  at- 
tompt.  Let  them  try  it,  and  there  woold 
be  raMed  in  the  country  such  a  storm  of 
ftuy,  indtgnation,  resentment,  and  ven- 
gtance  aa  would  scalier  to  the  winds,  an- 
nihikic,  and  destroy  tbe  ndvocatea  of  free< 
tsMle.  When  he  said  "  destroy,"  he  did 
Bot,  of  conrae,  mean  phyiically— b«  did 
Bot,  of  eoarse,  mean  to' offer  bis  noble 
«nd  learned  Friend  to  the  physical  ven- 
geance of  the  mob.  It  might  be  said,  if 
theae  obaervalkmt  were  well  founded,  why 
bad  not  Bany  petitions  been  preaeoted  in 
their  aapport  i  But  from  the  contempt 
with  which  those  exprevsions  of  pnblk: 
fceling  wei«  treated  in  Uiet  enlightened 
and  patriotic  ataerably — the  Honte  of 
CoeaBona,  and  the  neglect  widi  which  they 
wan  traaied  even  by  ttieir  Lordships,  tb« 
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people  had  become  weary  of  petitioning. 
There  was  also  another  reason  which  had 
been  avowed  as  a  sort  of  apology  for  list^ 
under  the  deplorable  and  unex- 
pected change  in  the  conduct  of  those 
now  in  power,  and  that  was  this — the  far- 
men  were  unwilling  to  petition  or  openly 
oppose  these  measures,  lest  they  shonld 
overwhelm  the  present  Administration, 
and  reinstate  their  political  adversaries  in 
tbe  government  of  the  country.  He  mwt, 
however,  observe,  that  when  a  man  waa 
sentenced  to  death ,  it  did  not  much  import 
to  him  whether  tbe  executioner  were  a 
Whig  or  a  Conservative  ;  and  to  carry  the 
simile  a  little  further,  if  he  shonld  be  sen- 
tenced to  have  his  head  cut  off,  whether 
the  instrument  employed  for  that  purpose 
shonld  be  aguillotineoran  axe— aslidmg- 
scale,  or  a  fixed  duty.  As  far  as  the  agri- 
cultural interest  was  concerned,  judging 
from  the  experience  they  already  had,  be 
should  wish  to  know  what  vrorae  conM 
befal  them  if  the  farmer  Minister!  were 
restored.  He  took  it  that  any  Honse  of 
Parliament  that  woold  reject  the  present 
Corn-law  upon  the  ground  of  not  aflbrdinr 
sufficient  protection  to  agricuhure  wonid 
resist  as  eSectually  the  alternative  of  a 
lixed  duty  or  free-trade  in  com.  He  tnui 
grieved  to  say  that  nothing  but  mischievous 
measures  had  yet  been  propounded  by  tbe 
present  Government,  and  he  shonld  stead- 
fastly resist  not  only  the  Corn  Importation 
Bill,  but  also  the  new  UriS*.  He  hoped 
it  would  not  be  thought  that  silence  indi> 
oated  consent.  A  dntingutsbed  statesman 
in  anoUier  place  observed,  with  reference 
to  the  silence  of  the  agriculturists,  dwin 
tacmt  clamaitt ;  but  if  thejf  were  silent, 
and  he  spoke  not  unadvisedly,  or  withont 
sufficient  aathortpf,  their  silence  prooeeded 
from  a  conviction  which  every  day  grew 
deeper,  and  with  which  he  himself  ww 
conscientiously  impressed,  that  they  were, 
accordini;  to  the  celebrated  expression  of 
Prince  Talleyrand,  "  al  the  bt^inning  of 
the  end,"  and  that  tbe  end  itself  waa  not 
far  distant.  The  signs  of  the  limes  were 
written  in  sach  large  and  tegiblecbaractera 
that  those  who  ran  might  read  them,  tt 
had  been  upon  sevenl  occasions  his  pain* 


fill  duty  earnestly,  though  perhaps  weakly 
— sinceraly,  thet^  ineffectnallf— to  warn 
tbair  LordshipB  of  the  ioevitaibte  conae- 
quences  of  the  system  which  bad  been  so 
long  panued  in  this  oonntryjuoder  Tory, 
Whig,  and  Conservative.  The  end  was 
Mt  far  distant;  it  would  be  acoalentad 
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and  aggTBTBted  by  such  measiirei  at  that 
now  under  their  Lordships'  considerntion. 
He  would  entreat  them  once  more,  at  tliii 
Iwelflh  hour,  to  ponder  the  coniequencei 
of  their  conduct,  and  to  coniider  whether 
if  they  should  be  found  to  be  the  tree  that 
bore  bad  fruit  they  would  not  be  hewn 
down  and  ca>t  into  the  lire— w  lie  lb  er,  if 
they  thought  that  their  duty  consisted 
merely  i&  regiitering  ministerial  edicts,  the 
example  gi*en  in  the  Commonwealth  would 
not  be  renewed — again  voting  them  an 
aieleis  body,  and  one  that  ought  to  be 
abolished.  Whatever  might  be  the  result, 
he  believed  it  would  be  far  more  fearful 
than  many  of  their  Lordshipi  anticipated  ; 
in  his  conscience  he  believed  it  wai  now  at 
the  very  threshold  of  their  doors :  and  the 
first  French  revolution,  with  all  its  con6t- 
catioa  and  alrocitiei,  would  afford  but  a 
feeble  and  inadequate  repretentation  of 
its  horrors.  He,  through  good  report  and 
through  evil  report,  and  if  with  weak 
talent),  at  least  without  any  objects  of 
penonal  ambition,  would  as  heretofore  en- 
deavoar  to  do  his  duly  to  his  country — 
neither  asking,  wishing,  nor  wanting  any- 
thing which  any  Government  could  give. 
He  now  moved  that  the  bill  be  read  a 
■econd  time  this  day  six  months. 

The  Earl  of  Hardwkke  felt  that  in 
iddreising  their  Lordships  on  this  occasion 
he  wai  altogether  inadequate  to  do  justice 
to  the  subject,  and  he  did  so  more  for  the 
purpoie  of  justifying  the  vote  he  was 
about  to  give,  than  in  the  hope  of  being 
able  to  add  anything  new  to  the  arguments 
and  illustrations  which  had  formerly  been 
adduced  on  the  different  occasions  when 
this  moit  important  topic  wss  diicussed. 
He  was  not  one  of  those  who,  in  advo- 
cating this  measure,  was  influenced  by 
those  feelings  of  apprehension  alluded  to 
by  hii  noble  Friend,  lest  their  rejection  of 
it  might  overthrow  the  present  Govern- 
nenl,  and  reinstate  noble  Lords  oppoiite, 
who,  however  estimable  in  private  life, 
conid  not,  from  the  democratic  character 
of  their  supporters,  conduct  the  Govern- 
ment aa  they  might  wish.  He  tupporied 
this  measure  from  no  such  fear.  He  sup- 
ported it  because  he  thought  it  a  good 
measure— becauae  he  thought  it  just~- 
and  because  he  thought  it  would  do  no 
injury  whatever  to  the  agricultural  in- 
terest, His  noble  Frtendwho  last  ad- 
dressed their  Lordships  had,  in  the  course 
of  a  most  discursive  speech,  travelled  a 
little  oat  of  hia  way  to  assail  a  right  hon. 


Gentleman,  the  Prime  Minister  of  (be 
country,  charging  him  with  what  would 
undoubtedly  have  been  a  most  grave 
offence — namely,  deceiving  the  people  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  possession  of 
power. 

Earl  Stanhope:  I  made  no  charge 
whatever  of  that  sort.  I  commented  on 
the  address  of  the  right  hon,  Uaronet  to 
his  constituents ;  and  if  the  noble  Eart 
had  done  me  the  honour  to  attend  to 
those  observations,  he  would  have  found 
that  they  might  have  been  interpreted  in 
both  ways,  I  do  not  deny  that  the 
general  impression  in  the  country  arising 
from  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  previoua 
declarations  was,  that  he  was  a  zealoua 
and  true  friend  to  the  existing  Corn-laws; 
how  he  may  now  be  eonsidervd  to,  I  have 
no  doubt  my  noble  Friend  will  be  able 
to  explain. 

The  Earl  of  Hardwicka  was  rery  glad 
he  had  given  way  to  his  noble  Friend,  for 
undoubtedly  if  his  former  statement  had 
gone  forth  to  the  public  as  the  deliberate 
opinion  of  a  person  of  his  distinguished 
talents  and  high  rank,  it  would  nnqoea- 
tionably  have  done  great  injustice  to  in* 
dividnais;  but  it  would  have  operated 
prejudicially  rather  to  the  noble  Earl 
himself  than  to  the  character  of  hia  right 
hon.  Friend.  The  noble  Earl  said  the 
expressions  which  bad  been  used  mi^t 
be  interpreted  both  ways  i  but  he  would 
venture  to  assert  there  was  only  one  way 
of  interpreting  ihem~-namely,  that  hia 
right  hon.  Friend  was  determined  to 
adhere  to  the  broad  principle  of  the  sliding- 
acale,  reserving  to  himself,  however,  the 
power  of  making  any  alterationa  he 
thought  fit.  Nay,  more,  be  believed  this 
was  well  understood  throughout  the 
country — among  the  farmers  themselves. 
In  the  county  with  which  he  was  mora 
immediately  connected,  the  agricaltarists 
felt  that  the  Corn-laws  were  in  an  no- 
settled  state,  and  were  conaidering  the 
changes  which  it  would  be  fit  la  make 
in  them.  He  himself  had  proposiliona 
made  lo  him  by  Gentlemen  whom  the 
noble  l£arl  knew  perfectly  well,  having 
presided  over  them  in  the  town  of  Can* 
bridge — propositions,  too,  which  reduced 
the  duty  by  the  slidiog-scale ;  therefore  it 
was  not  only  by  the  Government  that  (he 
notion  of  a  change  was  entertaiaeJ ;  the 
country  generally  felt  that  some  alteratraB 
in  these  laws  bad  at  length  become  necea* 
•ary.     He  did  not  mean  to  trouble  their 
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Lordthipi  with  any  obiervations  reUtiTe 
to  ibe  effect  of  the  eiiiting  Corn-laws  in 
ContribjtiDg  to  the  weirare  and  indepen- 
dence of  the  country  ;  he  did  not  mean 
to  tay  one  notd  wtib  regard  to  the  fluc- 
tuations cauied  by  tbe  slidtng-scale;  but 
be  would  aaj  thii,  arter  tbe  decision  pro- 
nounced by  the  Home  of  CommoDB,  their 
Lordihipa  were  not  Mi  to  rorm  an  opinion 
at  to  whether  they  would  alter  the  Corn- 
laws  or  not.  They  might  reject  this  bill, 
but  the  question  as  to  alterations  in  the 
present  system  was  settled  and  deter- 
mined by  the  voice  oF  the  country.  Nn 
Corn-law  cosld  be  so  bad,  no  protection 
could  be  so  inadequate,  as  that  wbich  waa 
dwayi  questioned  and  debated.  That 
which  was  alwsys  agitated  was  never 
aatiifactory ;  and,  although  it  might  afford 
some  protection,  it  wsi  not  the  sort  of 
protection  be  wished  to  uphold. 
reaaoD  it  bad  been  thought  right  to 
endeavour  to  modify  the  present  law  in 
such  a  way  as  might  render  it  more 
acceptable  to  all  classes  of  the  community, 
—tbe  superfluous  protection  that  ud- 
qnestionabiy  existed  being  brought  down 
to  wmethiDg  more  consonant  with  the 
views  of  the  consumers  and  tbe  degree  of 
protect ioa  to  which  the  agriculturists 
wete  entitled.  If  the  present  bill  passed 
into  a  lav,  tbey  would  get  rid  of  all  the 
odium  which  attached  to  the  present 
system,  and  tbe  agriculturists  would  have 
a  belter  protection,  because  the  com- 
munity wonld  be  better  satisfied;  while 
in  the  actual  working  of  the  law  no  ma- 
terial deterioration  would  take  place. 
With  regard  to  the  bill  itself,  he  wsi 
prepared  to  show  thst  no  deterioration  in 
tbe  price  of  agricultural  produce  would 
be  the  result.  He  would  not  support  the 
present  measure  if  he  were  not  perfectly 
satisfied  in  bis  own  mind  that  it  would 
make  no  difference  whatever  to 
lure.  The  average  price  of  corn  in  this 
country  from  1660,  including  those  years 
in  which  the  Corn-laws  were  altered, 
which  were  always  years  of  depression, 
although  at  times  the  price  had  been  45s, 
and  under,  still  tbe  average  was  57i.  Id. 
This  satisfied  him  that  even  luppoiing  a 
very  material  alteration  in  tbe  Corn-laws 
to  take  place,  so  great  a  change  in  the 

Erice  of  the  article  ai  by  some  was  appre- 
ended   could  not  be    the    result,     " 


would  ander  the  present  bill  be  16s.,  and 
the  price  at  Dantaic,  the  cheapest  port, 
was  40s.,  which,  with  4s,  for  enpenses  of 
shipment,  made  the  price  of  foreign  wheat 
60(.,  without  reckoning  the  charges  ia 
this  country  arising  from  landing,  carting, 
and  perhaps  redressing.  But  at  GO/,  the 
importer  would  loose  4i.  per  quarter  when 
the  price  of  Englith  wheat  was  56f.,  and 
therefore  he  would  not  come  into  the 
market  at  all.  Again,  when  the  price 
was  57«.  the  duty  would  be  15s.  The 
price  at  Danizic  was  iOs.,  +  \5s.  duty, 
-V  4s.  charges  =  S9t.  Here,  also,  there 
would  be  a  loss  of  2s.  per  quarter  on  tbe  in- 
troduction of  Foreign  wheat,  and  the  im- 
porter wonld  not  come  into  the  msrket.  In 
Fact,  the  present  law  protected  the  farmer 
up  to  66(.  per  quarter.  It  appeared  from 
the  Parliamentary  papers,  that  tbe  quantity 
of  foreign  corn  imported  into  this  conn* 
try  during  the  last  thirteen  years  was 
11,322,000  quarters,  of  which  9,500,000 
had  been  admitted  when  the  price  stood 
at  7  Or. ;  eighty  quarters  out  of  100  bad 
come  in  at  a  duty  of  6t,  8d.  He  did  not 
see  anything  in  the  present  bill  which 
would  alter  this  arrangement ;  he  did  not 
see  why  the  corn-dealer  should  not  do 
just  the  same  thing  under  tbe  new  law  as 
he  did  at  present — that  was,  hold  hack 
his  corn  until  the  price  became  bi^,  and 
he  could  introduce  it  at  a  moderate  duty. 
It  was  his  conviction  that  the  alteration 
in  the  law  would  make  no  change  inju- 
rious to  the  farmers ;  the  effect  would  re- 
main exactly  the  same  as  regarded  their 
real  interest;  but  the  surplus  and  absurd 
protection  which  existed  under  tbe  old 
bill  would  be  got  rid  of.  That  was  hia 
reason  for  supporting  the  measure.  With 
regard  to  barley,  the  selling  price  of  that 
grain  in  this  country  was  30f.  a  quarter. 
The  duty  by  the  new  bill  would  be  9*.  at 
that  point. '  9r.  -t-  I9i.  6d.,  the  price 
of  the  foreign  grain,  +  4f.  for  charges 
on  importation,  would  bring  the  price  at 
which  it  could  be  imported  to  32t.  6d.,  to 
that  the  importer  would  lose  2(.  6d.  It 
was  not  necesnary  for  him  to  trouble  their 
Lordships  with  more  calculations  of  this 
kind :  the  same  principle  would  be  found 
to  hold  good  throughout ;  bat  he  would 
ask  their  Lordships  to  observe,  that  in 
making  the  calculations  he  had  read  to 
them,  he  had  wholly  omitted  all  charges 


Itimself  he  believed  that  no  deterioration  which  would  he  incurred  in  this  country, 
would  lake  place.  Thus,  when  the  ptice  There  would  be  in  addition  the  eipense  of 
of  corn  was  56s.  the  duty  on  importation  |  unloading  the  vessel,  of  carting  the  com 
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to  the  place  >t  which  it  wai  nld.  knil,  [  taioed  at  any  period  of  their  livei,  tot 


he  thought  moit  likely,  of  re-dreiiing  it, 
beaidas  the  profit!  of  the  importer.  There- 
forei  he  thought  he  aoiwerea  that  opioioD 
of  hii  noble  Friend  with  retpect  to  (he 
rain  that  woald  be  inflicted  on  agriculture 
by  the  bill  before  their  Lordahipi  in  a 
maDoer  a<  full  and  at  aatisfartorr  ai  could 
be  thought  deiirable.  He  perlecLly  «ell 
knew  that  in  speculative  matters  precise 
and  exact  calculations  were  out  of  (he 
queatioQ,  but  at  the  tame  time  be  believed 
their  Lordships  would  not  be  led  much 
astray  by  using  the  documents  before  them, 
and  it  was  a  very  great  satisfaction  to  him 
to  find  himteir  able  to  give  hi*  warm  and 
earneit  support  to  Government  on  this 
measure,  not  from  the  fear  that  anybody 
ebe  would  take  posieaabn  of  their  power 
and  places,  but  from  the  firm  belief  he 
entertained  that  agricnlture  was  entirely 
and  perfectly  protected  ;  so  much  for  this 
portion  of  the  enactment,  which  was  the 
nost  important  one.  He  should  like  (o 
say  a  word  on  a  subject  passed  over  by 
his  noble  Friend  who  opened  the  debate— 
the  effect  that  would  be  produced  by  a 
filed  dutyof  8f.  a  <{uarter — and  be  would 
take  the  same  data  for  bis  calculation  a> 
in  the  former  instance.  His  objection  to  a 
fixed  duty  was  chiefly  and  simply  this — 
that  be  did  not  think  it  a  maintainable 
doty.  In  times  when  a  had  harvest  made 
prices  bigh,  he  was  perfectly  snre  that  it 
would  be  swept  away  :  no  protection  at  all 
woold  be  left,  and  the  agriculturist  would 
be  at  the  roeicy  of  the  Executive  Govero- 
neni,  to  be  dealt  witb  as  they  might 
please.  A  clamour  for  the  repeal,  of  the 
duty  would  be  raised  through  the  country, 
and  no  government  would  be  in  a  position 
to  maintain  it—  not  because  they  would 
not  wish  to  do  so,  hut  because  they  would 
not  have  the  power.  In  time*  of  pressure, 
in  short,  there  would  be  no  protection  at 
all.  Taking  the  price  of  corn  in  this 
country  at  fi6i.,  and  the  duty  at  81.,  the 
price  of  imported  corn  would  stand  thus  : 
8*.  +  40f,  the  price  at  DanUic,  +  4t. 
for  charges  of  freight,  would  bring  the 
price  to  52f.,  giving  to  the  importer  a  gain 
of  4t.,  when  the  home  price  was  at  56*. 
At  that  point,  therefore,  there  would  be 
DO  protection  witb  a  fixed  duty.  He  re- 
membered that  the  farmers  of  Csmbridge- 
shire  iialed  in  the  petition  to  which  his 
noble  Friend  had  adverted,  that  they  could 
■ot  possibly  live  unlets  they  were  certain 
of  6O1.,  a  price  which  they  had  never  ot^ 


ibey  never  had  had  60t.  under  any  ave- 
ragei.  He  could  tay  that  a  people  mora 
regular  in  their  habits  and  more  satiefae- 
tory  in  all  their  dealings  did  not  exist, 
but  they  never  had  a  bigfaei  price  than 
56$.  lid.  a  quarter.  Therefore,  b«  aaid, 
although  60f.  wa*  claimed  at  inditpea- 
lable,  he  wat,  for  bis  own  part,  perfectly 
satisfied  in  the  belief  that  on  an  average 
of  year*  56t.  was  the  price  which  Ihey 
might  hppe  lo  obtain  for  the  great  article 
of  out  agricultural  produce.  With  respect 
to  the  averages  it  was  quite  unnecessary 
for  him  to  say  anything  after  what  hit 
noble  Friend  had  stated  so  much  mora 
ably  than  he  could  hope  to  do,  in  iotiOF 
ducing  the  bill  to  llieir  Loidshipa'  notioe. 
He  could  not  help  feeling  that  in  this 
branch  of  the  luiiject  alto  there  waa  a  d*> 
cided  improvement.  Under  the  present 
bill  the  difi'^rence  in  the  duly  waa  to  great 
between  the  points  of  the  scale,  that  by 
raising  the  average*  at  once  from  66f.  to 
73*.  which  was  not  very  difficult  to  ac- 
compliih,  the  importer  would  realisa  • 
proht  of  36*.  It  wat  eaty  for  apeonlatora 
to  rai«e  the  pricet  to  this  extent,  when 
they  conspired  for  that  purpose,  by  a  aya- 
tem  of  fictitiou*  purchases  and  tales,  wkidt 
never  reached  iha  farmer's  pocket  tny 
way,  as  might  be  easily  proved.  Nnw^ 
under  the  new  bill,  if  tba  tapK  noM 
were  attempted  to  be  played,  U  wooM  bt 
necessary  to  raise  the  averages  from  £9f. 
to  73*.,  a  much  greater  distance,  belbn 
they  could  realise  a  profit  of  26i.  As  it 
wat  perfectly  well  known  that  all  ibora 
tales  by  which  the  averages  were  so  much 
raited  were  carried  on  in  London,  be  could 
not  help  thinking  that  the  addition  of  a 
great  number  of  towns  to  the  former  liat 
by  which  the  averages  were  determined— 
and  be  should  have  been  glad  if  the  num- 
ber had  been  even  increased — was  a  very 
great  improvement  in  the  law.  That  could 
be  shown  in  a  very  satisfactory  way  from 
the  data  furoithed  in  tbe  papen  befon 
their  Lordships.  It  appeared  that,  with 
London  included,  the  duty  would  stand  at 
I0«.,  bot  if  London  were  struck  out  of  the 
lilt,  the  duty  would  be  61.  The  salea 
were  carried  on  with  a  view  to  influence 
the  duty  between  corn-dealers  and  com- 
facton,  not  between  the  grower  and  the 
dealer.  He  thought  the  more  easy  slope 
of  the  arerages,  and  the  additional  num- 
ber of  the  towns  were  great  improvemanta 
in  the  present  plan,,  whicb  would  tend 
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mach  to  cheapen  the  food  of  the  people,  u 
the  Mise  time  that  they  would  protect  the 
real  agrkultural  iotereit — that  wag,  the  in- 
(ereat  of  the  grower.  He  believed  he  bad 
BOW  staled  neatly  alt  that  he  intended 
with  reference  to  this  bill,  and  he  wai 
afrwd  not  without  btigning  their  Lord- 
■bipa.  He  might  venture  to  add,  thai  no 
one  could  be  tolalty  inattentiva  to  the 
language  which  wai  held  ont  of  doora  on 
tbi*  sat^ect,  of  which  hii  noble  Friend 
(Earl  Stanhope)  leemed  to  be  ihe  mouth- 

fiiece.  It  wBi  said  that  stalementa  calcu- 
aled  for  deception  were  addressed  to  the 
people  of  thia  country  by  persona  now 
■■  power,  who  endeavoured  to  delude 
tbein.  This  was  an  assertion  which  pos- 
aeased  no  manner  of  foundaliou  in  truth, 
and  be  would  challenge  anybody  to  state 
under  what  circumstances,  when  or  tihere, 
any  atatements  of  this  kind  had  been 
made.  He  himself  must  plead  guilty  lo 
being  one  of  those  whom  bis  Doble  Friend 
had  attacked  for  the  line  of  conduct  h^ 
bad  taken  on  this  question ;  he  had 
natcbed  under  ihe  banners  of  protection 
lo  agriculture,  and  he  was  satisfied  that 
tha  coarse  he  was  now  adopting  would 
be  infinitely  better  calculated  to  protect 
that  interest  than  the  course  taken  by  his 
noble  Friend.  No  protection  would  arise 
fron  the  sort  of  speech  which  had  been 
deliiered  by  his  noble  Friend — no  protec- 
tion would  be  willingly  granted  if  such 
hngnaga  were  to  be  generally  held,  but 
if  Ute  cai  '  ■  ■ 
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the  hooealy  and  loyalty  of  the  people  of 
this  country,  under  all  circumalancea, 
and  at  all  times,  would  know  bow  to  ap- 
preciate the  value  of  those  who,  putting 
aside  all  such  motives  of  action  as  he  h^ 


»  fairly  staled  to  the  people 
of  this  country,  tney  were  intelligent 
eaongh  to  understand  what  was  set  be- 
fore them,  and  be  believed  they  would  not, 
be  they  could  not,  wheo  the  matter  was 
naderslood,  doubt  for  a  moment  that  their 
best  interests  bad  been  preserved.  That 
party  which  was  now  in  power  had  on 
Ibair  accession  determined  not  to  act 
either  for  party  or  class  interests.  He 
believed  that  that  party,  on  taking  power, 
had  looked  down  from  the  eminence  on 
which  ihev  were  placed,  and,  having  viewed 
and  considered  the  stale  of  the  country, 
had  come  to  the  determination  of  putting 
aside  all  class  interests  and  party  consi- 
derations, and  using  every  means  in  their 
powertopromote  the  welfare  of  the  people, 
and  to  snppott  those  great  interests  in  this 
country  and  abroad  which  were  now  in 
some  measure  jeopardised.  He  believed 
that  for  that  reason  they  were  Hupporied 
in  Parliainent,  and  that  they  would  con- 
Ubim  to  be  supported ;  he  believed  that 


mentioned,  determined  lo  do  their  best  to 
promote  the  great  interests  of  the  country. 
The  Duke  of  Bitckmgkam  begged  to  u 
excused  for  a  few  moments,  if  he  ofiered 
some  remarki  on  this  important  queatioo. 
He  agreed  with  bis  noble  Friend  that  ■ 
more  important  question  conld  not  be 
brought  under  their  Lordibip's  notice.  It 
was  necessary  that  he  should  offer  his  ob- 
servations at  the  present  moment,  because 
he  was  given  to  understand  that  according 
to  the  forms  of  their  Lordships'  House,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  him  to  propose 
any  alteration  in  this  bill  in  committee, and 
therefore  he  felt  compelled,  in  thia  early 
stage  of  the  measure,  to  state  the  grouruls 
on  which  be  meant  to  give  his  vote  against 
The  question  was,  whether  the  bill 
lid  be  read  a  second  time  now,  or  on 
ihis  day  six  months.  He  looked  on  this 
bill  with  deep  feeling  of  alarm.  He  looked 
OQ  it  as  a  measure  produced  no  doubt  from 
the  best  of  motives,  but,  io  his  humble 
judgment,  calculated  to  do  barm  to  the 
agricultural  interest.  If  their  Lordships 
looked  at  the  progress  made  by  the  agri- 
culture of  this  country  for  a  number  of 
years  past,  it  was  impossible  not  to  r^oica 
at  the  state  of  eicellence  to  which  it  had 
been  brought.  Bnt  if  by  this  bill  tha  pro* 
tection  hitherto  secured  to  the  farmer 
should  be  greatly  reduced,  as  he  believed 
it  would  be,  he  feared  it  would  be  found 
thai  the  spirit  of  en lerpriae  which  now  ani- 
mated the  agricultural  interest,  would  ere 
long  be  extinguished,  and  the  consequence 
of  forgetfulnesa  and  neglect  as  to  the  soil 
of  the  country  would  he,  that  oor  fields 
would  no  longer  be  maintained  at  that 
high  pitch  of  cultivation  to  which  protec- 
tion to  the  British  farmer  bad  brought 
them.  He  looked  on  the  bill  with  alarm, 
inasmuch  as  he  saw  a  prospect  of  the  fo- 
reign farmer  being  enabled  to  enter  our 
market  at  a  price  at  which  be  thought  our 
own  farmers  should  be  protected  ;  know- 
ing the  capabilities  of  foreigners  for  pro- 
ducing a  large  supply  of  grain,  his  fear 
was,  that  if  you  gave  capital  and  n  market 
to  the  foreign  farmer,  he  would,  ere  long, 
be  enabled  to  meet  the  English  farmer  in 
our  own  cities,  and  to  overpower  bis  com- 
petition. Not  many  years  ^o,  the  country 
was  placed  io  sack  a  utiMtio»  m  to  bw 
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obliged  to  lean  greatly  on  the  pTogreu  of 
agricuttUTBl  imprOTement  for  lupport  in  a 
contest  of  unexampled  difficulty.  He 
trusted  it  might  be  long,  ere  auch  a.  criiii 
again  occurred  ;  but  ir  ttiere  were  a  posii- 
biliiy  that  it  vould  happen  at  aome  future 
time,  and  if  once  they  pauperised  the 
agricultural  interest,  they  would  lalce  away 
one  of  the  chief  sources  of  support,  and 
by  so  doing,  increase  incalculably  the 
danger  to  the  country.  If  they  depended 
solely  on  foreign  supplies  of  grain,  and 
Ibe  ports  were  closed  against  them,  they 
would  then  be  unable  to  obtain  the  neces- 
■aries  of  life,  and  might  he  placed  in  a 
situation  wbicb  it  nas  fearful  to  contem- 
plate. Believing  ihat  the  measure  would 
be  injurious  to  agriculture,  and  that  it 
would  impede  the  progres*  which  agricul* 
.  ture  had  made  of  late  yean,  he  must  de- 
plore (he  probability  which  existed  that 
their  Lordships  would  be  induced  to  pass 
it.  It  was  proclaimed  that  this  bill  was  to 
be  an  adjustment  of  the  diBerences  exist- 
ing between  two  classes  in  this  country. 
He  avowed  himself,  as  be  had  done  before, 
the  friend  of  the  present  Corn-law.  How- 
•rer  he  might  incur  the  displeasure,  anger, 
or  violence  of  others,  be  hoped  he  might 
be  allowed  to  express  his  free  and  un- 
biassed opinion,  and  take  that  course 
which  be  hooestly  thought  most  conducive 
to  the  interests  of  the  country.  The  bill, 
in  bis  opinion  would  not  satisfy  the  ex- 
pectations of  either  party,  or  lead  to  the 
adjustment  of  the  diSerences  prevailing. 
He  felt,  and  indeed,  his  noble  Friend  had 
shown,  that  it  would  not  satisfy  the  ma- 
nufsctureis,  who  called  for  a  total  repeal ; 
and  he  could  assure  their  Lordships  on  the 
part  of  a  great  body  of  the  agricult arista  of 
Ibis  country,  that  it  would  not  satisfy 
them.  In  giving  up  what  they  had  then, 
they  were  giving  up  a  law  wliicb.  in  bis 
humble  judgment,  had  worked  bene- 
ficially; they  were  risking  more  than  at 
(he  present  moment  they  were  aware  of, 
and  ere  long,  they  would  be  called  on  to 
yield  a  little  more.  It  was  not  for  him  to 
point  out  to  their  Lordship's  what  might 
ensue  if  the  clamour  for  repeal  were  con- 
tinued— suffice  it  to  say,  he  viewed  this 
measure  with  more  alarm,  the  more  he  re- 
flected on  those  consequences  which  might 
be  expected  from  it.  It  did  not  grant 
that  protection  which  the  farmer  had  a 
right  to  expect ;  on  that  ground,  be  took 
his  stand,  and  be  should  give  his  vote  in 
support  of  the  amendment  of  bis  noble 
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Friend.  He  regretted  many  of  the  re< 
marks  which  had  fallen  from  his  noble 
Friend,  in  which  he  could  not  go  along 
with  him,  but  he  completely  agreed  with 
him  that  the  bill  would  be  highly  injurioue 
10  the  interests  of  the  farmer.  He  shared 
those  deep  feelings  of  anxiety  for  the  wel- 
fare, happiness,  and  comfort  of  his  fellow- 
countrymen  which  ought  to  animate  every 
Member  of  their  Lordships'  House ;  and  he 
would  be  ready  to  e,o  any  lengths  in  trying 
to  reconcile  the  agriculturists  to  this  mea- 
sure, if  he  believed  it  for  their  good  ;  but 
he  would  aik  their  Lordships,  if  they  con. 
seated  lo  pauperise  the  agricultural  ioter- 
eat,  and  drive  the  cultivators  of  the  soil 
from  those  pursuits  in  which  they  were 
engaged,  might  they  not  be  placed  in  (ha 
same  difficulties  and  distresses  by  which 
the  menuTacturers  were  now  afflicted  ?  He 
would  call  on  them  to  pause  ere  it  waa  too 
laie  to  retrace  their  stepa,  and  feeling  it 
his  duty  to  support  the  existing  law,  and 
to  protect  the  farmer,  as  he  had  alwaya 
striven  to  do,  he  could  not  bat  view  this 
attack  on  hia  intereats  with  the  greatest 
apprehension.  His  noble  Friend  who  bad 
just  sat  down,  had  attempted  to  show  that 
the  sew  scale  would  be  equally  beneficial 
to  the  farmer  as  the  old,  but  the  foreigner 
would  now  be  enabled  to  import  corn  at 
58s.  instead  of  at  68s.  or  69i.  as  formerly. 
It  bad  been  said  that  few  petitions  from 
the  farmers  bad  been  presented,  and  that 
they  had  not  been  forward  to  state  their 
grievances.  It  was  not  for  him  to  say 
what  the  reasons  for  thus  acting  might  be, 
but  be  must  express  his  regret  that  the 
farmers  had  not  been  more  alive  to  their 
own  interests.  Be  that  as  it  might,  he 
felt  he  must  adhere  to  the  opinions  he  had 
repeatedly  expressed  on  this  subject,  and 
he  should  sit  down  by  giving  his  cordial 
support  to  the  motion  to  postpone  the 
second  reading  of  ihe  bill  for  six  months, 
as  a  measure  prejudicial  to  the  farmer  and 
subversive  of  the  agricultural  interest. 

The  EatI  of  WijKhilsea  expressed  his 
satisfsction  that  a  measure  which  had  ex- 
cited so  much  discussion,  and  which  had 
so  important  a  bearing  on  the  tranquillity 
and  prosperity  of  the  country,  was  now 
about  to  be  brought,  as  far  aa  human  pru- 
dence could  foresee,  to  a  final  settlement. 
He  contended  that  the  agitation  which 
had  prevailed  io  the  country  on  this  ques- 
tion had  produced  great  evils.  There  was 
no  question  on  which  it  waa  so  easy  lo  ex- 
cite the  labouring  classes  of  this  country 
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Bi  ihe  price  of  bread,  although  he  was 
prepared  to  maintain  that  it  wai  one  on 
which  the  great  hody  of  the  labouring 
claues  were  quite  unqualiRed  to  come  to 
a  JDit  and  acc-arate  conclusion.  Limiting 
their  viewi  only  to  the  present  moment, 
tbey  were  unable  to  gratp  this  great  ques- 
tion, and  to  enter  into  those  prospective 
views  which  had  influenced  the  LegislHture 
in  ilfl  wisdom  to  secure  to  the  sgricultu- 
risti  of  this  country  that  protection  and 
encouragement  which  the  importance  of 
their  avocation  to  the  public  welfare  de- 
manded. It  was  sound  policy  to  guard 
from  injury  capital  and  interesls  of  such 
immense  value  as  those  rested  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  soil,  and  the  legislation  of 
this  country  had  been  directed  la  this  end, 
■nd  to  the  prevention  of  great  fluctuations 
in  price,  and  of  those  occaiionsl  rises 
from  which  the  labouring  classes  were  the 
first  to  Buffer.  The  agitation  of  this  ques- 
tion had  shaken  the  confidence  of  the 
agricnltural  classes  in  the  continuance  of 
that  prosperity  which  was  secured  lo  them 
by  those  laws  on  the  fnith  of  which  they 
had  invested  tlieir  capital,  and  had,  within 
the  last  two  years,  considerably  retarded 
those  great  improvements  which  had  been 
commenced  chiefly  in  drainage  and  the 
use  ofartificial  manure,  by  means  of  which 
thousands  of  acres,  in  Lincolnshire  for 
instance,  which  formerly  produced  nothing 
but  water  now  grew  the  finest  wheat,  he 
might  say,  in  the  empire.  Indeed,  such 
was  his  confidence  in  the  capabilities  of 
the  toil  end  the  effects  of  those  improve- 
ments, that  he  did  not  hesitate  to  express 
his  conviction,  that  if  ihey  proceeded  with 
the  same  rapidity  for  fifteen  years  to  come 
as  they  bad  done  for  the  fifteen  years  that 
had  passed  awsy,  England  would  become, 
instead  of  an  importing,  an  exporting 
country,  more  than  able  to  supply  the 
want!  of  her  increasing  papulation.  There 
was  no  country  which  offered  greater  faci- 
lities for  the  extension  and  improvement 
of  agriculture,  or  which  more  invited  the 
investment  of  English  capital,  than  Ireland. 
Pew  noble  Lords,  he  presumed,  were  pre- 

Kred  to  contend  for  a.  free-trade  in  corn, 
)king  to  the  burdens  imposed  on  agri- 
cnltDte  for  the  support  of  the  poor,  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  high-roads,  and 
the  preservation  of  the  public  peace. 
Tliose  were  the  three  great  national 
bnrdeni,  and  ihey  certainly  fell  very 
heavily  on  the  agricultural  inlerest.  If 
this  were  a  new  country,  and  if  we  were 
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free  from  such  burdens,  he,  for  one,  i 
advocate  free-trade  in  corn, 
free-lrade  in  every  article  that  entered  into 
human  subsistence.  But  if  they  were  to 
bear  these  burdens,  then  they  must  have 
a  Corn-law  to  enable  them  to  sustain 
them.  There  were  now  in  effect  two  pro- 
positions before  the  House — the  proposi- 
tion of  the  Government  for  a  sliding-scale, 
and  that  of  the  late  Administration  for  a 
fixed  duty.  Now,  in  his  opinion,  the  fixed 
duty  was  altogether  a  perfect  fallacy.  If 
the  price  of  wheat  was  at  'J6s.,  as  it  was  a 
few  years  ago,  what  advantage  would  a 
fixed  duty  of  8s.  be  to  the  agriculturist? 
If  the  price  were  to  rise  to  80s.,  what  Go- 
vernment,  let  him  ask,  could  maintain 
such  a  duty?  Besides  the  agriculturists 
must  have  protection.  They  were  liable 
to  all  the  variations  of  seasons.  They  were 
no[,  like  the  manufacturers,  able  to  carry 
on  iheir  occupations  without  consulting 
wind  or  weather.  If  they  had  not  pro- 
tection, therefore,  agriculture  must  fall 
into  dfcay,  and  this  was  a  statement 
which  he  made  advisedly,  nnd  after  due 
deliberation.  Now,  it  had  been  said  in 
that  House,  and  the  sentiments  had  been 
echoed  by  a  cheer,  which  was  erroneously 
attributed  to  him  ;  it  had  been  said,  that 
her  Majesty's  present  Government  had 
most  grossly  deceived  the  agriculturists. 
Now,  he  was  prepared  to  say,  that 
that  was  a  gross  miBStatement.  They 
went  to  the  country  on  the  dissolu- 
tion. That  dissolution  was  forced  by 
the  late  Government  —  a  Government 
which  took  a  step,  in  his  opinion,  alike 
discreditable  to  themselves  as  an  Admin- 
istration, and  calculated  to  disturb  the 
peace  of  the  country.  He  referred  to 
the  agitating  cry  of  "  cheap  bread,"  which 
they  bad  raised  for  a  mere  party  and  fac- 
tious purpose.  That  cry  was  as  delusive 
as  it  was  agitating,  for,  as  the  people  well 
knew,  cheap  bread  meant  low  wages,  and 
in  some  cases,  no  wages  at  all.  Well,  it 
was  said,  the  party  at  present  in  power 
went  to  the  country  pledged  to  maintain 
the  existing  Corn-law.  Now,  he  denied, 
that  they  had  done  any  such  thing.  They 
were  not  pledged  to  any  particular  scale 
of  duties  whatever.  To  the  principle  of 
the  present  law,  they  certainly  were 
pledged,  and  he  contended,  and  did  say 
most  emphatically,  that  the  Government 
had  maintained  that  principle.  And  with 
regard  to  the  change  in  the  scale  of  duties 
he  was  prepared  also  to  express  an  opin- 
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ion,  that  tbe  sgricultaristi  would  luitaia 
no  injury  from  the  allerktion  of  (he  duiiei 
oo  wheat.  There  were  a  variety  of  emeo- 
diliona  ia  the  ayitem  which  would  prevent 
ihem  from  auatainiuf  any  injury.  Tbe 
list  of  towns  in  which  the  averagea  were 
to  be  taken  «a*  to  ba  altered  ;  he 
only  wiihed  they  had  been  lo  altered  ai 
to  exclude  Mark-lnne,  to  which  market, 
after  all,  the  fraudi  and  fictilioua  averagea 
were  lo  be  (raced.  But  iu  eitendio^  (he 
aystem  to  a  number  of  other  towni,  he 
thoQght  the  Government  had  rendered  a 
great  aervice  to  the  public.  To  the  agri- 
culturist, alio,  they  had  given  an  import- 
ant beacGt,  hy  so  altering  the  icale,  ai  to 
render  it  a  jumping  imiead  of  a  siiding- 
Kale.  And  liaving  (hu>  candidly  ex- 
preited  hii  opinion,  he  muit  make  one 
itatement  in  addition.  Although  closely 
connected  and  bound  up  with  agriculture, 
he  had  ever  viewed  iliis  queition  with 
reference  solely  lo  what  he  considered  the 
interests  of  the  great  maaa,  the  vast  la- 
bouring population  of  thii  country.  He 
trusted,  that  for  (heir  aakes,  the  present 
measure  would  settle  the  question;  and, 
at  the  same  time,  he  hoped,  that  its  result 
Would  be,  to  give  bread  to  the  people  at 
the  lowest  price  at  which  (he  English 
agriculturists  could  afford  to  aell,  aud  (o 
BO  obviale  all  necessity  for  resorting  to 
the  daagerous  expedient  of  drawing  sup- 
plies of  corn  from  foreign  countriea  when- 
ever we  might  be  left  entirely  unsupptied 
in  the  event  of  war.  He  would  also  say, 
before  be  aat  down,  that  he  conld  not  but 
regret  the  course  taken  by  the  noble  Earl 
(Earl  Stanhope)  on  the  present  occasion  ; 
and,  more  than  all,  that  be  r^reded  the 
noble  Earl  should  have  attributed  to  per- 
sona of  high  characler  and  of  high  atand- 
isg  in  the  country,  opinions  and  motives 
of  action,  which,  be  waa  sure,  that  noble 
Earl  would,  on  after  deliberation,  much 
regret  having  laid  to  their  charge, 
would  aik  the  noble  Earl  to  consider  at- 
tentively what  possible  interest  such  par- 
ties could  have  in  acting  as  he  would  lead 
the  House  to  suppose  they  had  acted  ? 
Those  parties  were  as  doseiy  connected 
with  agricultare  aa  the  noble  Earl  himself, 
and  he  woul4  venture  to  add,  quite  as  aax- 
ioua  for  its  prmpenty.  For  his  own  part, 
be  believed  tbose  parties  had  pursued  a 
GODScientioua  course,  and  he  earnestly 
hoped  and  believed,  that  their  measures 
would  (end  to  pot  the  queatioo  on  a  firm 
footing,  and  to  furthci  the  general  in(er- 
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etts  of  the  country,  maDofacturingas  well 
as  agricultural.  Entertaining  iheae  feat- 
'  igs  and  opinions,  he  should  very  cordially 
give  his  vote  in  favour  of  the  second  lead- 
ing of  the  bill. 

Lord  fFalem  said,  he  had  listened  with 
great  attention  to  the  noUe  Earl  (the 
Earl  of  Ripon)  who  had  introduced  tbta 
bill,  and  who,  in  hia  speech,  bad  sud  so 
much  to  shew  the  impoaululity,  or,  at  all 
events,  the  improbability  <tf  any  over- 
whelming importations  of  foreign  com, 
that  he  appeared  to  be  advocating  a  fiee- 
trade,  and  that  he  (Lord  Western)  ^ould 
he  also  obliged  to  be  a  convert  in  its  &voar. 
He  should  indeed,  be  infinitely  delighted 
to  be  able  to  give  a  vote  in  suppwt  of  that 
unrestricted  importation  of  corn  which  ia 
so  much  desired  by  great  nambers  of  the 
people ;  but  be  was  of  opinloo,  that  tbe  ag. 
gregale  taxation  of  the  coun>ty  pressed 
with  uich  weight,  mediately,  if  not  imme- 
diately, upon  the  produce  of  agriculture, 
indeed,  upon  all  other  ptoducta  of  indus- 
try, that  It  would  be  imposdble  to  sustain 
a  competition  with  romparatively  untaxed 
foreign  countries.  The  price  of  com  was 
compounded  of  taxes  ana  cost  nf  produc- 
tiouB,  labour  being  the  chief  ingredient  of 
the  coat  part ;  upon  a  forced  reduction  of 
the  aggregate  price,  the  labour  muat  give 
way,  for  the  tax  part  would  remain  un- 
touched; and  the  diminution  would  fall 
upon  the  coat  parts  of  price,  and  thus 
would  the  labourers  be  in  fact  the  chief 
sufferers.  Besides  which  tile  wages  of 
labor  would  fall  as  they  always  do  when 
the  price  of  corn  falls,  reducing  the  for- 
mer s  means  of  paying  their  men  and  thus 
lessening  the  demand  for  their  labour; 
this  was  always  the  case,  though  perhaps 
the  wages  did  not  so  iovariabTy  aod  im. 
mediately  rise  upon  the  advancing  price 
of  com,  no  theory  was  aeceB«ary  to  estab- 
lish this  trath,  practice  unfortunately 
proved  the  fact,  and  wages  had  already 
fallen.  The  noble  Lord  thea  proceeded  to 
ehew  tbe  probable  injurious  effects  of  such 
reduction  of  tbe  protecting  duties  which 
were  intended  in  the  bill,  and  which  he 
thought  would  be  very  seriously  felt  in  all 
the  agricultural  districts.  He  ahntild, 
therefOTC,  support  the  amendment  moved 
by  the  noble  Earl  (Earl  Stanhope)  which 
it  carried,  wonld  leave  the  law  as  it  stood 
at  that  time.  He  wonld  now  take  leave 
to  say  a  few  worda  as  to  the  con- 
duct of  Government  upnn  this  subject. 
The  preKnt  Admtnistnition  had  cnaw  into 
office  npon  the  strength,  and  in  tbe  eonft- 
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the  pnitectiva  priodplfl  by  vhich  the  Le- 
gtBlatara  hMl  M  lone  been  gorerned.  Itwai 
mrinriBlIf  beliered,  that  a  Conserrati*o 
Oonrnnidiit  would  coDwrre  the  esiating 
■nfltitutions  of  the  country,  and  its  policy 
u  r^rded  the  agricultural  ioterNtE.  He 
was  mm,  that^  there  iras  nn  oufiporter  a' 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  R.  Peel)  wfat 
did  not  entertain  that  full  conrictinn.  ]l 
waa,  therefore,  with  astaniahmeut  and  re 
gret,  they  aaw  the  cootrary  course  he  was 
DOW  pursuing,  particularly  a«  respected  liis 
pnqmsed  tanff  of  reduced  duties;  wIki 
erer  expected,  or  could  hare  suspected  such 
a  tariff  from  such  a  quarter  t  They  might 
har«  eipeGt«d  a  measure  of  the  sort  from 
his  noble  Friend  at  the  head  of  the  late 
Adminiatratlon.  From  that  noble  Lord 
Im  did  aaticiptite  auab  a  tariff.  He  did 
aniicitnte,  that  sooner  or  later  his  8s.  duty 
vould  be  followed  by  some  such  extenainn 
of  free-tnide,  and  thbt  appreliension  in' 
duced  him  to  withdraw  his  support  on 
that  ocCMioD  from  his  noble  Friend,  which 
Iw  was  very  reluctant  to  do,  and  should  be 
eren  more  so  again  after  discovery  of  the 
total  want  of  confidence  to  be  placed  in 
the  rJews  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the 
hekd  of  the  present  Conserratife  Gorern- 
ment'^i^hat  popularity  he  {the  hon.  Ba- 
ronet) was  to  gain  by  his  present  course, 
or  who  to  please,  he  ctnild  not  imagine. 
tt  could  not  be  his  old  CoDserratire  agri- 
mltural  Friends.  He  waa  sure  the  hon. 
Baronet  must  have  lost  much  of  their 
eoniidetKJe  and  attachment.  He  might 
still  have  their  votes,  but  he  tnost  hare 
loat  their  hearts.  It  was  not  in  the  nature 
of  things  they  could  approve  his  present 
imlicy,  the  expectations  many  had  formed 
were  wholly  disappointed ;  They  consi- 
dered themselves  deceived ;  they  never 
thought  of  his  making  dangerous  exiieri- 
menlB  upon  the  agriculture  and  trsde  of 
the  ooantry.  They  Would  not  know  what 
to  expect  next.  It  Would  be  almost  better 
to  have  a  free-trade  at  once,  having  began 
npon  the  free- trade  principle,  where  was 
the  hon.  Baronet  to  stop  ? — a  free-trade  in 
com  at  once  would  be  preferable,  the  great 
energies  of  the  people  wonid  thus  be  called 
fiirth  to  their  utmost  efforts,  and  it  is  im- 
possible to  say  what  they  might  not  ac- 
coftifriish  if  freed  from  the  burthens  of 
taxatioit  to  tlie  enormous  extent  now  car- 
ried, tbey  would  almost  surprise  themselves 
with  the  powers  they  possess.  There  was  no 
reason  why  with  their  capital,  skill,  and 
indtiitry,  with  a  cttaNle  aad  aoii  Hited  tv 


Uie  growth  of  wheat,  thiy  mi^t  not 
produce  it  as  cheap,  if  OQt  cheaper, 
than  any  other  country  in  t)ie  world  ;  or 
if  the  revenue  would  not  bear  a  large  re- 
duction of  taxes,  if  a  sulBciently  extended 
currency  to  meet  the  taxation,  insread  of 
that  miserably  contracted  and  ever-vary- 
circulntion  we  now  labour  under,  was 
established  by  Parliament,  the  nation  would 
ri*e  again  over  all  difficulties  and  distresses. 
Here  he  said  he  was  led  to  a  consideration 
of  the  state  of  our  commerce  and  manu- 
fucltires,  which  were  weighed  down  by  tlie 
operation  of  our  monetary  system  estab- 
li.-hed  in  1819,  and  under  which  our  circu- 
lating medium  had  become  so  uncertain, 
so  fluctuating,  and  so  insufficient.  He  felt 
deeply  interested  in  reference  to  these  new 
measures  of  experiment  upon  oUr  agricul- 
ture, but  if  possible  he  felt  eren  more  nlonn 
in  cootempiatittg  the  depressed  condition 
of  our  commerce  and  our  msnuractures, 
and  the  wretched,  destitute,  almost  starv- 
ing state  uf  their  operatives  in  these  dis. 
tricts.  Was  it  oot  to  oUr  commerce  and 
manufactures  that  our  agriculture  owed 
much  }  that  the  value  of  our  land  had  been 
incrensed  ?  was  it  not  to  our  commerce  and 
nmoufactures  that  England  owed  her  great- 
ness and  her  superiority  t  Why,  then, 
allow  such  existing  distresstocontiuue  and 
prevail  ?  the  remedial  course  was  obvious, 
as  was  the  cause  i^  the  misery  The  violent 
and  continued  oontracti&n  <k  the  currebcy 
af^r  a  delusive  expauaion,  was  evidently 
the  cause.  The  general  circulation  of  the 
country  had  been  reduced  at  least  a  fifih 
of  its  aggregate  amount.  A  sudden  re- 
dtiction  ^  the  Bank  had,  in  1837,  pro- 
duced the  most  tremendous  losses  to  the 
commercial  wOTld.-'lossea  to  the  extent  of 
forty  millions  sterling  in  that  ooe  year. 
These  were  bets  that  could  be  proved; 
be  would  be  prepared  to  prove  them,  if 
allowed,  and  why  n-as  this  contraction 
done  or  suffered.  This  waa  a  point  that 
required  explanation.  It  was  nquisitfl 
under  our  present  monetary  arrangement 
that  the  Bank  should  hold  a  certaia  amcpant 
of  bullion  in  her  coffiirs,  supposed  to  be  not 
less  than  nine  or  tan  millions.  She  was 
also  to  assist  commerce  by  temporary  loans, 
disoouDts,  and  such  means,  but  was  b) 
gtiard  her  bullion  carefully.  It  migbt, 
however,  unfortunately  be  reduced  by  va- 
rious means,  and  if  to  a  great  and  rapid 
extent,  she  became  alarmed,  in  that 
what  was  to  be  done  f  Why  the  Di- 
rectors distinctly  told  both  to  the  Cummis. 
aimers  of  the  House  (rf  Locda  and  Com-    ,. 


vGooqIc 


BIS       Con  ImporloHon  Bill.        {LORDS} 

aioDi  tlief  had  no  -meatii  of  replenisbing 
tbeir  coffera  but  by  reducing  tbe  circula- 
tion, thui  throwing  dowu  the  price  of  &II 
commodities.  This  was  the  real  secret  of 
our  distress,  aod  if  it  nere  to  continue  lie 
•hould  look  forward  to  more  fatal  conse- 
quences. He  could  nut  imnsine  why  the 
leading  men  of  both  parties  determined  to 
leare  thin  question  of  the  Liirrency  un- 
touched, He  warned  tbem  that  the  time 
had  now  come  when  if  they  did  not  deal 
with  it  MKin,  and  that  energeiically,  they 
would  r»ret  theirconduct  to  the  I^t  hour 
of  their  lim.  He  apologized  fur  having 
been  led  awsy  from  the  subject  of  the 
Corn-law,  but  really  he  felt  deeply  tbe  de- 

Sressed  state  of  our  commerce  and  manu- 
cturri,  and  the  frightful  distresi  of 
the  laborious  classes.  He  considered 
that  the  eTidences  of  prosperity,  wealth, 
and  power  in  tbe  country  were  redund- 
ant, and  that  if  our  currency  was  not 
■0  contracted  and  insufficient,  we  night 
bave  an  oTcrflowing  Exchequer,  instead  of 
a  miserable  deficit.  In  regard  to  the  Corn- 
laws,  he  thougbt  tbe  people  were  com- 
pletely mistaken  in  their  views.  He  should 
like  to  gratify  their  wishes  if  pouible,  but 
under  the  actual  circumstances  of  the 
country,  particuIaTly  under  our  monetary 
system,  aa  it  was  worked  at  present,  it 
could  not  be  safe  to  comply  witn  any  ma. 
t«rial  aliention  of  these  laws. 

Lord  FUzgarald  thought  tbe  noUe  Lord 
who  bad  just  mt  down  was  inconsistent  in 
his  observationsi  and  in  the  oourse  which  he 
had  declared  it  was  his  intention  to  take. 
The  noble  Lord  had  at  first  declared  that 
he  would  TOte  in  support  of  the  second 
reading  of  the  Inll,  and  then  in  a  few 
minutes  proclaimed  his  intention  to  support 
the  amendment  of  the  noble  Earl  from 
whom  he  was  separated  in  council  and  in 
party— a  course  whidi  he  believed  would 
not  be  followed  by  the  noble  Lords  im- 
mediately around  lum.  Had  any  one  who 
heard  tlu  statements  of  the  noble  Lord  in 
the  fint  part  of  his  xpeech  heard  the  latter 
part,  wherein  he  dilated  with  much  pro- 
priety and  justice  upon  the  advantages 
uf  commerce  and  manubctures  to  this 
country ;  and  when  he  told  their  Lordships 
that  to  those  sources  chiefly  this  country 
nwed  its  sources  and  its  power ;  and  also, 
when  he  dwelt  on  the  necessities  and  pri- 
vations of  the  labouring  classes ;  a  penon 
having  heard  all  this  would  be  ill-prepared 
to  arnve  at  the  conclusion  to  which  the 
noble  Baron  had  come — namely,  that  he 
would,  with  the  noble  Earl  (Earl  Stanhope), 
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maintain  fully  tbe  present  system  tiCani' 
laws,  without  any  alteration  whatever.  Ha 
would  leave  tbe  noble  Baron  to  explain  this 
conduct  to  his  friends.  He  would  also  de- 
cline to  follow  the  noble  Baron  through 
his  arguments  upon  the  monetary  system 
of  the  country.  The  noble  Baron  had  de- 
clared that  he  was  ready  and  anxious  to 
open  the  ports  of  this  country  to  a  fre« 
trade  in  corn,  were  it  not  for  one  slight 
difliculty — the  pressure  of  taxation  under 
which  this  niuntty  was,  he  said,  sinking. 
When  the  day  arrived  that  the  noble  Baron 
would  be  uble  to  point  out  ;ifae  way  of  al- 
leviating the  heavy  burdens  of  the  country, 
he,  and  he  believed  numerous  other  noble 
Lords  who  had  tbe  welfare  of  the  nation 
at  heart,  would  be  ready  to  go  into  tbe 
whole  question  anew,  in  order  to  settle  it 
on  the  most  advantageous  footing.  Th« 
noble  Earl  on  his  left  (Earl  Stanhope) 
had  complained  of  deception,  and  -on  a 
former  night  of  disappointment,  and  had 
reiterated  the  same  asseriiuns  more  than 
once.  This  part  of  the  noble  Earl's  speech 
however,  might  be  left  as  having  been 
answered  by  Uie  speech  of  his  nuble  Friend, 
who,  at  the  opening  of  the  debate,  most 
succefsfully  vindicated  those  who  intm- 
duced  this  measure  from  the  charges 
brought  against  them,  and  who  desired  not 
to  be  separated  on  this  occasion  fnim  the 
right  ban.  Baronet,  to  whom  the  nobla 
Earl  had  applied  language  which  he  thought 
himself  justified  in  using,  and  who,  more- 
over, on  the  part  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
denounced  the  chatses  made  by  the  noble 
Earl  against  him.  The  right  hnn.  Baronet 
had  never  done  anything  to  justify  any  of 
the  impressions  which  the  noble  Earl  had 
formed  of  his  conduct.  It  was  said  that 
the  agriculturists  and  the  Friends  of  that 
great  body  had  been  disappointed,  because 
they  eipected  from  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
an  adherence  to  the  protective  principle. 
But  had  that  principle  been  abandoned? 
On  the  other  hand,  was  it  not  said  that 
this  principle  had  been  maintained  to  too 
greet  an  extent?  The  noble  Earl  had  said 
that  the  language  of  tbe  right  hon.  Baronet 
justified  him  in  oelieving  that  the  Cam-law 
was  to  be  maintained  as  it  stood,  without 
any  deviation  from  it. 

Earl  SlanJtope  had  stated  that  he  saw 
clear  and  unequivocal  symptoms  before  the 
last  dissolution  of  Parliament  that  there 
would  be  considerable  deviations  from  the 
existing  law,  but  he  also  understood,  that 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  in  favour  of 
the  Corn-laws  as  they  stood. 
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Lord  Fitzgerald  raid,  it  wag  difficult 
exactly  to  un(]eraland  this  luit  statement 
of  the  noble  Enrl.  Tlie  noble  Earl  saiil, 
he  believecl  that  tlierc  woul J  be  cooritterable 
allerHtiona  in  the  Corn-laws  notwith- 
(landJDg  his  impreaion  that  the  right  bon. 
Baronet  was  in  favour  of  tbeir  mninte- 
nance.  Now,  in  the  debate  on  tbe  Corn- 
laws  in  1840,  the  right  bon.  Baronet  was 
arraigned  br  Mr.  Clay,  a  Member  for  the 
borough  of  the  Tower  Hamlets,  who  made 
a  charge  againat  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
the  very  reverse  of  that  made  by  the  noble 
Earl,  and  on  the  authority  of  a  npeecb 
made  io  the  House  of  Commons,  which  the 
light  bon.  Baronet,  though  present,  did 
not  reptidiate,  and  the  quotation  wai 
this— 

"Ou  that  great  question  (allnding  to  the 
Corn-laws)  my  opiniona  remain  unchanged. 
1  adhere  to  those  which  I  expresaed  in  die 
diicosiion  of  last  year.  1  did  not  then  pro- 
feu,  nor  do  I  now  prufeu,  an  unclianjceable 
adherence  to  the  details  of  the  existing  law — 
a  positive  refusal,  under  any  circumstances,  la 
alter  sny  figure  of  the  scale  which  regulates 
the  duty  on  foreign  corn.  I  did  profess,  and 
I  now  repeal,  thai  I  consider  a  liberal  proiec- 
lion  lo  domestic  agriculture  indi^pensftble,  not 
merely  to  the  prosperity  of  agriculture,  but  lo 
the  general  inlereiisof  ihe  conrnnuniiy  ;  that 
I  think  a  graduated  daly,  varying  invenely 
with  the  price  of  com,  far  preferable  lo  a 
fixed  duly." 

The  riebt  hon.  Gentleman  then  clearly 
declared  nis  adherence  to  the  protective 
principle;  and  he  would  ask  the  noble 
£arl  whether  that  quotation  justified  the 
opinion  he  had  formed  with  regard  to  the 
intentions  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet?  In 
tbe  tame  debate  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
being  taunted  with  not  revealing  his 
opinions— and  this  was  before  he  resumed 
the  reins  of  Government — made  this  state- 
ment— 

"Manylmn.  Gentlemen  opposiie  have  ex- 
pressed a  wish  to  hear  me  repeat  nhat  I  have 
■aid  before,  that  nothing  can  be  so  absurd  as 
for  any  man  to  declare  his  inviolable  ad- 
bersiMe  to  details.  1  say  I  prefer  *  graduated 
Kale  lo  a  fixed  duty  ;  but  to  say  that  the  de- 
laits  of  the  bill  are  an  actual  protection,  and 
that  I  would  not  listen  to  modifications,  would 
be  a  declaration  utterly  unworthy  of  me  to 
make,  or  the  Hoose  to  accept," 

He  did  not  intend  to  enter  into  the 
general  details  of  this  question ;  in  fact,  ax 
yet  no  a^ment  had  been  urged  against 
the  bill,  except  from  those  who  were 
anxious  to  munlain  the  present  law.  It 
wu  true  that  there  were  other  Mepbers 
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of  their  Lordships'  House,  who  would 
the  question  upon  entirely  different 
grounds,  and  in  quite  another  manner  ; 
some  noble  Lords  who  were  amongst  the 
most  nhle  debaters  in  that  House,  end 
opinions  were  not  consonant  with 
those  of  the  supporters  of  the  measure 
before  their  Jjordships,  nor  with  those  of 
the  noble  Lords  who  opposed  it  upon  the 
present  occasion,  and  whose  only  com- 
print was,  that  sufficient  protection  would 
not  be  given  to  the  agriculture  of  the 
country ;  but  he  did  not  think  it  necessarj 
to  enter  further  into  the  details  of  the 
measure  after  the  speech  of  his  noble 
Friend  who  opened  the  debate  that  evening. 
He  trusted,  and  believed,  however,  that 
their  Lordships  would  not  blame  htm,  or 
think  him  presumptuous,  because  he  had 
been  anxious  to  vindicate  those  with  whom 
he  acted,  and  above  all  to  vindicate  from  tbe 
charges  cast  upon  him  one  who,  of  all  pub- 
lic men  that  had  ever  united  in  one  person 
the  ctm&dence  of  his  Sovereign  aiid  his 
country,  was  the  last  man  who  for  political 
advantages  to  himself  or  the  party  witli 
whom  he  was  connected,  or  even  in  support 
nf  the  principles  he  maintained,  wouU  be 
capable  of  the  unworthy  conduct  charged 
upon  him — that  of  deceiving  tbe  people  of 
England ;  a  man  who  would  repel  with 
indignation  the  aspersions  cast  upon  bint 
by  the  noble  Karl,  ay,  even  in  the  hearing 
of  every  man  to  whom  the  noble  Earl  haa 
addressed  himself  that  night. 

Lord  Beauvamt  was  most  unwilling  to 
intrude  upon  the  attention  of  their  Lord- 
ships, but  considering  how  strongly  he 
felt  on  the  subject,  he  could  not  consist- 
ently with  his  duty  do  otherwise  than 
throw  himself  upon  their  indulgence  while 
he  gave  utterance  to  a  few  observations 
upon  this  important  question.  He  would 
bring  no  charge  against  her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment of  abandoning  their  principles; 
he  would  make  no  criticisms  upon  pub- 
lic declarations  of  individual  Members  of 
Parliament,  If  he  were  disposed,  lie 
might  quote  from  tbe  apeechen  of  noble 
Lords  wlio  supported  this  measure,  for  the 
purpose  of  contrasting  tlieir  past  asser- 
tions with  their  present  conduct.  But  he 
would  not  do  so,  because  he  had  foreseen 
that  when  once  a  change  was  proposed  to 
be  adopted  by  the  late  Government  with 
regard  to  the'Corn-laws,  however  certainly 
that  proposed  change  might  prove  a  fatu 
rock  to  that  Ministry,  it  would  be  inevit- 
able that  their  successors  must  take  up 
the  subject,  and  revise  the  system,  and  -. 
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enter  into  aome  arrangemeDt,  in  order 
that  the  wishes  and  expectations  of  the 
country  miglit  at  least  meet  with  atten- 
tion. But  though  he  did  not  charge  her 
Majesty's  present  MinlBtera  with  an  aban- 
donment of  principle,  and  though  lie  ex- 
pected from  them  a  revisal  of  this  messuru, 
be  little  thought  that  they  would  propose 
a  plan  which  at  "  one  fail  swoop  "  would 
take  away  one-half  the  protection  of  wheat, 
and  two  thirds  of  that  of  barley  and  onis, 
aud  leave  the  agricultural  ioterest  tind  tlie 
fi^mers  labouring  under  accumulatiog  dif- 
ficulties had  exposed  to  probable  ruin. 
There  was  aootber  estraoraioary  circum- 
stance attending  the  progress  of  this  mea- 
sure. It  was  kept  so  secret,  that  no  oppor^ 
tunitywasgiven  to  those  interested  properly 
to  eiiamiDe  it;  they  were  totally  taken  by 
surprise;  they  had  not  time  to  calculate  its 
effects  before  it  had  pasted  the  other  House. 
Nay,  at  least  prior  to  the  recess,  there  was 
DO  opportunity  to  consider  the  resolutions, 
and  to  compare  the  different  prices  of 
foreign  markets  with  their  own  ;  and  con- 
sequently those  concerned  remained  with- 
out petitioning  tlieir  Lordships'  House, 
and  were  perhaps  more  ailent  than  their 
interest  in  the  measure  could  well  justify. 
But  what  was  the  case  now  ?  What  had 
been  the  efiect  which  the  short  period  of 
the  recess  had  produced?  Had  not  the 
agriculturiata  now  begun  to  declare  their 
opinions?  Had  not  Lincolnsliire  spoken? 
Had  Essex  made  no  protest?  Had  there 
been  no  meetiDgs  in  Buckinghamshire? 
Was  Berkshire  quiet?  And  there  were 
other  counties  with  which  he  was  mire  or 
less  connected  or  acquainted,  in  which  the 
agriculturists  had  looked  upon  this  tnes- 
sure  with  dismay,  and  when  he  reflected 
on  the  support  which  Ministers  had  re- 
ceived from  the  landed  interest  and  then 
turned  to  the  sweeping  ineasiiTeB  now  pro- 
posed fur  their  Lordships'  sdoption,  he 
might  well  say,  that  the  first  act  of  her 
Alajesty'a  Gurcrnment  was  to  amputate 
the  arm  that  raised  them  to  power.  In  fact 
such  had  been  the  conduct  of  those  now 
in  power  towards  the  agricultural  interest 
that  the  latter  might  well  apply  tlie  Italian 
proverb  to  their  former  friends  and  say— 

"  Da  qael  che  lo  Mo  quardami  Dio. 
Da  qnel  che  non  lo  fido  quardero  lo." 

With  ret|ard  to  the  frauds  on  averages, 
it  was  certainly  incumbent  on  the  Go- 
vernment iifion  the  introduction  of  a 
Dew  measure  to  take  means  tu  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  such  frauds;    but   ' 
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thought  they  had  adopted  a  plan  which 
would  not  answer  the  proposed  end. 
The  fraud  was  committed  in  this  manner 
— at  least  he  knew  it  was  so  in  the  East 
Riding  of  Yorkshire  and  part  of  Lincoln- 
shire, and  some  other  counties,— in  erery 
town  in  which  an  average  was  taken 
there  was  an  agent,  and  the  agent  under- 
stood the  right  time  to  nite  the  prices 
and  to  make  sales,  and  when  to  liold 
back  so  as  to  produce  an  e^ct  in  the 
market.  Moreover,  wherever  there  was  a 
miller,  there  was  an  agent,  and  they  were 
both  interested  parties.  They  managed 
the  markets,  ana  the  common  complaint 
was,  that  the  public  were  in  the  tiands  of 
the  miller  and  the  factor.  Now,  in  all 
the  new  towns  he  presumed  there  was  a 
miller;  and,  therefurc,  there  would  be  an 
BgcDt,  so  that  by  increasing  the  number 
of  towns  for  takin);  the  averages  they  were 
only  increasing  the  number  of  rogues. 
Would  it  not  be  better  to  take  the  aver- 
ages at  once  from  the  grower?  In  Scot- 
land the  average  was  taken  from  the 
grower  and  factor  conjointly ;  and  there 
the  system  acted  well,  but  the  object  of 
tbe  average  was  different  in  Scotland  from 
that  for  which  it  was  intended  in  l''ng< 
land.     And  therefore  the  motive  for  falsi- 


fying the  return  did  not  exist  there  a 
did  here.  In  one  country  it  was  for  the 
purpusc  of  fixing  the  rent,  in  the  other  for 
fixing  the  duty.  In  Scotland,  therefore, 
it  might  be  well  to  take  it  from  both  ;  but 
in  England  it  ought  to  be  taken  from  the 
grower,  and  the  grower  only,  and  then 
they  would  get  at  the  true  price  at  which 
the  p«in  was  produced ;  and  this  would 
prevent  the  prices  from  being  forced  up  at 
a  period  when  the  farmer  hi^  no  corn  to 
thrash,  in  order  that  the  miller  and  the 
factor mightmaketheitprofits.  Again, the 
trade  in  cnrn  would  be  more  steady,  and 
not  subject  to  those  sudden  puffs  us  at 
present,  if  they  had  the  averages  taken 
from  the  first  and  best  source,  fur  then  the 
duty  would  be  regulated  by  the  amount  of 
supply  and  not  by  tbe  dictates  and  in- 
terests of  the  speculating  merchants.  The 
freight  also  was  unjustly  considered  as  ad" 
ditional  protection,  for  it  ecst  as  much  to 
send  corn  from  Yorksliire  to  London  as 
from  Hamburgh  to  London,  With  regard  to 
wheat,  taking  56^.  as  the  remunerating 
prise,  wbat  was  the  difference  between  tbe 
protection  afforded  by  the  present  scale  of 
duties  above  tbe  proposed  one?  More 
than  half  If  it  bad  been  that  hitherto  that 
the   present  protection   waa  a  little  too 
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much,  Burelf  the  diminution  of  oearly  one- 
limJf  must  have  the  effect  of  exposing  the 
wlwat-grower  to  competilion  with  the  fo- 
leiffKt,  and  ihrowing  out  of  cultiration 
the  poorer  Boib.  These  poorersoilB,  though 
they  made  the  least  returo,  employed  the 
most  hands  ia  cultirating  them,  Had  they 
<rere  often  rooted  by  the  poorer  class  of 
brmers,  because  the  rents  vere  lower,  aud 
it  was  the  wheat  produced  on  these  thin 
soils  and  cultirated  by  these  poorer  farmers, 
which  in  eoosequence  of  its  quality  would 
come  most  directly  into  competition  with 
foreign  corn-growers.  Where  poor  land  had 
been  improved  and  cultiratM,  there  had 
grown  up  small  villages  and  towns  in  con- 
sequence, where  lived  blacksmiths  and 
Bmall  shopkeepers,  and  traders  to  supply 
the  wants  of  the  farmers,  spread  over  the 
surrounding  district.  If  the  effect  of  this 
measure  were  to  throw  these  poor  lands  out 
(^cultivation,  these  Tillages  and  their  po- 
pulatioDB  must  be  sacrificed.  Their  Lord- 
ships must  know,  that  58«,  was  no  remu- 
nerating price  for  wheat  grown  on  these 
poor  luidB.  on  many  of  which  they  had 
expended  enormous  sums  in  draining  and 
improving  for  the  purpose  of  giving  em- 
ployment to  the  poor.  Was  it  fit  that  those 
lands  should  be  abandoned,  and  those  vil- 
lages and  homes  rendered  desolate  which 
had  been  raised  partly  by  individual  ex- 
ertions in  redeeming  waste  soils,  but  more 
by  the  happy  operation  of  their  wise  mea- 
sures in  protecting  corn  ?  By  these  mea- 
sures they  had  reared  a  happy  and  con- 
tented peasantry }  they  had  planted  cities, 
and  raised  villages  and  hamlets.  This  had 
been  greatly  the  case  on  the  wolds  of  York- 
shire and  the  extensive  commons  of  Lin- 
colnshire. Wimt  then  were  thejf  about 
to  do?  They  were  about  to  dnve  that 
pc^lation  to  emigrate,  to  cause  those  iands 
to  be  forsaken  and  restored  to  what  they 
were  a  few  years  ago — to  rabbit  warrens 
— 4od  to  be  tenanted  by  grouse  and  wild- 
fowl. The  richer  class  of  these  farmers 
would  then  come  into  competition  with  the 
fiumets  on  the  richer  landsi  and  thus  this 
measure  would  lend  to  raise  the  rents  of 
these  lands.  The  demand  for  agricultural 
labour  would  be  considerably  decreased,  and 
the  labourers  thus  thrown  out  of  work 
would  be  driven  to  the  towns  in  search 
(^employment,  and  forced  to  change  their 
usual  hftbits  and  accustomed  pursuits; 
their  healthy  homes  and  well-tilled  fields 
for  the  dingy  streets  and  gloomv  workshops 
of  I^sads  and  Manchester,  and  increase  the 


almdy  too  groat  supply  of  labour  in  those 


towns.  Heliadnodoubtbut bythisni 
amoraeotary  impetus  would  be  given  to  the 
exportiog  of  manufactures  from  this  coun- 
try. But  the  exporting  manufacturers  did 
not  generally,  he  believed,  work  from  orders 
given,  but  on  speculation.  In  a  short  time 
there  would  be  the  recoil ;  the  tide  would 
ebb;  and  what  would  be  the  coniequence? 
The  demand  for  labour  would  cease,  and  this 
unhappy  population,  whom  they  had  driven 
from  the  agricultural  districts  into  these 
towns,  would  be  left  stranded  and  unsuj^ 
ported.  Theywouldthenbethrowobackon 
theruralparishesfrom  which  they  originally 
came,  and  the  poor-rates  increased  by  the 
expense  of  removals,  appeals,  and  the  sup- 
port of  this  unetnployea  population  would 
swamp  those  parishes  on  which  they  were 
thrown.  This,  he  believed,  would  be  the 
consequence  so  far  as  those  lands  were  con- 
cerned in  which  the  proposed  protecting 
duties  would  afford  no  protection  for  wheat. 
If  such  were  the  consequences  as  to  wheat, 
he  asked  what  would  be  the  cnnsequenm 
as  to  barley  and  oats,  on  which  there  had 
been  made  an  uncalled-for  reduction,  as 
these  grains  did  not  constitute  (be  fiwd  of 
man  ;  and  in  the  rotation  of  crops  now  in- 
troduced in  the  improved  mode  of  agricul- 
ture, it  was  ne»8aary  to  grow  these  pro- 
ducts? He  alluded  particularly  to  th« 
high  lands  of  Yorkshire,  where  an  immense 
expense  had  been  incurred  in  the  use  of 
bone-dust,  and  to  the  large  tract  of  warp- 
landi^  on  the  banks  of  the  Trent  and 
Ouse,  which  would  feel  the  effects  of  this 
measure  more  than  anv  others,  owing  to 
the  imijortation  of  barley  and  oats  from 
Denmark  to  Hull.  If  he  might  allude  to 
the  tariff  in  this  instance,  he  would  add, 
that  foreign  potatoes  would  be  brought 
into  competition  with  the  home  produce, 
there  having  been  a  reduction  from  2*. 
to  2d.  per  cwt.  In  the  duty  imposed 
on  their  import.  The  expense  of  culti- 
vating potatoes  on  warp  lands  in  manure 
was  lOl.  10«.  an  acre,  and  this  crop  was 
looked  to  as  the  only  one  in  some  places  to 
give  employment  to  the  people,  as  it  af- 
forded employment  to  those  who  were 
unfit  for  any  other  work.  Here,  by  the 
tariff,  they  cut  with  a  two-edged  sword. 
They  had  raised  the  duty  on  bird-manure. 
The  noble  Earl  {Earl  of  Ripon)  shook  Itis 
head.  He  hoped  it  was  a  misprint;  but 
there  was  5s.  duty  on  that  manure,  where 
there  was  none  before.  This  duty  would 
incresse  the  expense  of  raising  the  crop, 
and  yet  tliey  took  away  the  protection 
affiorded  it.     He  would  now  come  to  that 
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porlioo  of  the  subject  wbicb  regarded  tin 
impoTtatJon  from  abroad.  To  some  nobli 
Lords  it  was  ii  brilliant  aod  a  happf  idea 
that  they  should  seek  the  cheapest  market 
for  their  goods ;  that  they  should  go  tn 
rich  lands  which  did  not  cost  an  hour' 
labour,  and  get  their  produce  from  it.  H 
believed  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  noble  Earl 
(Earl  Fitzwilliam)  that  it  was  not  ad  ' 
able  to  Bcratcli  our  barren  rocks  to  force 
tbem  to  produce  grain  ;  that  ire  ought  ti 
go  to  those  couDtriea  whose  lands  were  thi 
richest,  and  where  the  cultivBtion  of  tbi 
soil  scarcely  demanded  an  hour's  labour 
On  the  same  principle  they  ought  to  look 
for  their  velvets  to  Genoa,  and  for  their 
silks  to  Lyons.  To  protect  cultivation  or 
force  manufacturea  was  to  oppose  the 
laws  ordained  by  nature,  and  instead  of 
preserving  in  an  artificial  state  the  in- 
different lands  of  this  country,  we  should 
allow  them  to  return  to  their  original 
Bterility.  But  if  ihis  principle  were 
adopted,  we  should  be  nearly  altogether 
dependent  on  the  Continent  for  corn,  be- 
cause he  could  not  agree  in  the  statement 
of  the  noble  Lord,  that  we  in  England 
could  grow  com  as  cheaply  as  it  could  be 
grown  on  the  Cnntioent.  '  He  was  so  cer- 
tain  on  that  point,  that  if  all  the  taxes  is 
England  were  taken  offj  he  was  convinced 
we  never  could  compete  with  the  richer 
soil,  and  the  better  climate,  and  the 
cheap  labour  of  the  Continent,  The 
measure  of  the  Govertunent  was  a  step 
halfway  towards  abrogating  protectiun, 
and  would  tend  to  make  us  more  de- 
pendent on  the  Continent  than  hitherto. 
During  the  continuHtion  of  peace  we 
inigbt  rely  upon  a  supply,  but  what 
would  be  the  result  if  we  were  again 
to  be  engaged  in  war!  So  long  as  we 
were  dependent  for  food  on  other  coun- 
tries, we  should'be  like  an  army  without  a 
GommiBsariat.  He  therefore  thought  that 
we  were  bound  to  force  cultivation  in  this 
country  in  self-defence.  On  this  principle 
we  had  fur  a  long  time  acted,  but  in  his 
opinion,  he  thought  the  present  measure 
iuvolved  the  practical  abandonment  of  this 
principle.  They  bad  enclosed  waste  Ittods, 
and  brought  tbem  into  cultivation,  and 
had  accustomed  the  people  to  use  fine 
wheaten  bread  down  to  tlie  poorest  person 
by  the,  ope  rat  inn  of  the  existing  law.  He 
would  ask  them,  then,  if  it  were  .not 
hazardous  to  attempt  to  alter  by  one-half 
a  medsure  of  that  bind  ?  And  would  the 
measure  they  were  attempting  to  pass,  do 
away  with  many  of  the  tnischiefs  which 


now  existed — with  joint^tock  bank  credit*, 
and  men  of  straw  competing  with  the  ma- 
nufacturer?, and  by  this  competition  lower- 
ing prices,  and  reducing  all  to  one  commoa 
level  of  ruin  i  They  would  oot  stop  that 
system  by  this  measure,  aod  he  believed, 
that  that'was  the  system  which  had  caused 
most  of  the  distress  in  the  nianufecturing 
districts.  But  there  was  another  evil  with 
regard  to  this  measure.  The  producer  of 
manubctures  for  the  home  market  would, 
of  course,  be  a  loser  in  the  same  ratio,  as 
they  reduced  the  home  market  by  reducing 
the  comforts  and  luxuries  of  the  agricul- 
turists. He  had  heard  some  manufacturOTS 
say,  and  he  believed  the  assertion  to  be 
true,  that  the  prosperity  of  the  agricol- 
tural  districts,  whicn  prosperity  depended 
chiefly  on  the  present  Corn-laws,  wag 
the  best  friend  and  most  certain  sup- 
port of  the  great  manufacturing  inter- 
ests. And  again,  what  assurance  had 
the  exportine  manufacturers  that  the  fo- 
reigner would  take  their  goods  in  return 
for  the  increased  quantity  of  corn  im- 
parted ?  They  bad  no  guarantee  that  he 
would.  On  Uie  contrary,  had  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia  made  any  reduction  on  the 
import  duties  on  English  manubctures  into 
Russia  t  We  hsd  t^n  hides,  and  tallow, 
and  raw  materials  from  Russia,  aod  Russia 
io  return  for  this  had  not  taken  our  manu- 
factured goods;  but  our  imports  from  Russia 
had  greatly  exceeded  our  exports,  and  our 
exports  had  not  been  manufactures  but 
yarns.  They  then  came  to  the  Zullverein. 
Had  Prussia  encouraged  them  in  this  mea- 
sure ?  On  the  contrary,  the  German 
states  were  manufacturing,  and  going  on 
most  prosperously.  The  manufactories  of 
Saxonv  and  Germanv  said,  "  Take  our 
com,  do  what  you  will,  we,  the  League, 
will  never  admit  your  English  manufac- 
tures.'* If  they  reduced  the  import  duty 
on  corn  here,  an  export  duty  on  it  would 
be  imposed  in  Russia,  sooner  than  they 
would  damage  their  home  manufactures  by 
importing  our  manufactures  in  exchange. 
And  could  we  blame  them?  No;  it  was 
natural  for  all  countries  to  do  this.  Did 
not  France  pursue  this  courae,  perhaps, 
more  than  any  other  country?  It  was 
natural,  because  all  countries  had  increas* 
ing  population,  and  they  must  creata 
manufactures  even  at  a  loss,  or  they  would 
be  swamped  with  their  pauper  population. 
But  what  was  the  difference  in  the  result 
of  encouraging  manufactures,  and  encou* 
raging  agriculture?  Every  improvement 
in  agiicuttuie— in  draining  or  in  bringing 
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i  same  even  in  Macadamizing  the 
roads.  By  thererore  giving  an  "  UDQatural" 
protection  to  agriculture — if  they  pleased 
BO  to  call  it — they  gave  employment  to  an 
immeDie  number  of  the  poor.  But  when 
tbe  genius  of  this  country  was  brought 
to  occupy  itself  with  the  manufactures, 
and  invent  and  find  out  improvements, 
what  was  the  result  ?  We  admired  the 
iavention,  but  it  reduced  the  number  of 
hands  employed,  and  while  it  added 
to  tbe  gains  of  the  wealthy  mBQufuc- 
turer  it  produced  famine  amongst  the 
poor.  Improvements  in  agriculture  in- 
creased the  demand  for  labour  ;  improve- 
roenta  in  manufactures  decreased  that  de- 
mand. The  only  way  lo  counteract  this 
lesult  was  by  an  immense  increase  in  the 
number  of  mills  to  give  occupation  to  the 
number  of  hands  that  would  be  otherwise 
thrown  out  of  employment ;  but  an  unrea- 
sonable increase  in  the  number  of  mills  had 
bitherto  been  the  cause  of  tbe  ruin  and  the 
depression  of  the  trade,  because  the  demand 
for  goods  had  not  kept  pace  with  the 
amount  of  production.  To  hare  remained 
silent  whilst  the  present  measure  was  going 
through  the  House,  would  hare  bran  a 
derdi^ion  of  his  duty.  Before  he  sat 
down,  he  would  say  one  word  as  to  the 
houquel  of  measures  which  had  been  pro- 
posed— the  tariff  and  tbe  Corn-law.  That 
they  were  bold,  candid,  and  impartial 
measures,  and  had  not  spared  any  in- 
terest, he  could  not  deny.  They  had 
treated  the  manufacturer  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  agriculturist — they  were 
botb  embarked  in  the  same  host.  It  had 
exposed  the  free-traders  to  the  operation 
of  the  principle  they  advocated,  for  the  law 
lud  been  applied  to  them — even-handed 
justice  had  turned  the  poisoned  chalicb  to 
their  lips,  and  the  cry  Dow  was,  "  No  free- 
trade  in  gloves,  no  free>trade  in  shoes,  no 
free-trade  in  straw-plait,  but  free-trade  for 
everybody  save  us."  Those  who  were  the 
loudest  in  favour  of  the  principles  of  free- 
trade,  must  now  abandon  tbe  arguments 
they  itmierly  found  so  persuasive  amongst 
the  dwemaker  and  strawpUit  msoafac- 
turers  of  the  country  for,  if  he  had  under- 
■tood  the  noble  Earl  who  had  presented 
KveraJ  petitions  from  those  trades  in  the 
early  part  of  the  evening,  it  was  no  longer 
free-trade,  but  protection  for  home-made 
gloves,  protection  fitf  Northampton  shoe- 
makers and  high  protective  duties  on 
■tnwf^t  that  noir  ftmned  the  burden  of 


their  prayer.  He  would  now  apologise  to 
their  Lordships  for  having  occupied  so  con- 
siderable a  portion  of  their  time,  and 
thanking  them  for  the  great  attention 
they  had  paid  him,  conclude  by  repeating 
that  he  could  not  in  duty  refrain  from 
protesting  against  a  measure  which  he 
conaiderea  both  dangerous  aud  uncalled  tor. 
Lord  ^FDu^Amn  said,  that  though  he  did 
not  intend  to  trouble  their  Lordships  at 
any  length  on  the  present  occasion,  rat  if 
he  delayed  longer  in  offering  a  few  things 
for  their  Lordships'  consideration,  he 
did  not  see  how  they  could  come  to  a 
division  with  a  clear  understanding  of  the 
question  before  them.  It  was  necessary 
tnat  he  should  first  state  what  he  consi- 
dered to  be  the  true  position  of  the  ques- 
tion as  it  now  stood,  upon  which,  if  the 
House,  without  further  explanation,  pro- 
ceeded to  a  division,  various  noble  Lords 
entertaining  very  difierent  and  very  con- 
flicting sentiments,  would  find  it  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  and  inconvenient  to 
express  any  opinion  by  their  votes.  Their 
r.<H-dships  had  before  them  a  motion 
that  the  bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time.  Upon  that  motion  an  amendment 
had  been  moved  by  a  noble  Earl  which 
went  to  a  direct  negative,  and  in  the 
ordinary  Parliamentary  form  affirmed  a 
complete,  entire,  and  uncompromising  re- 
fusal of  the  measure.  If,  then,  he  was 
called  upon  in  the  first  instance  to  vote  for 
the  amendment  moved  by  the  noble  Earl 
(Earl  Stanhope),  tn  what  position  did  ho 
find  himself  placed,  if  be  neither  agreed 
with  the  noUe  Earl  in  wholly  opposing 
the  measure,  nor,  on  tbe  other  hand,  alto- 
gether agree  to  the  whole  extent  of  the 
measure  which  the  bill  embodied.  He  was 
reduced  to  the  alternative,  either  with  the 
noble  Earl  to  reject  tbe  bill  altogether,  or  to 
adopt  the  bill  without  any  difference  as  to 
the  opinions  expressed  by  his  noUe  Friend 
the  original  mover.  Now,  neither  of  these 
courses  would  be  in  accordance  with  his 
opinions.  It  was  true,  that  he  considered 
this  bill  as  a  considerable  change ;  and 
that  it  was  a  change  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. As  compared  with  the  existing  law, 
he  approved  of  the  law  proposed.  He  held 
the  proposed  measure  to  be  an  improve' 
meat — but,  he  would  not  exa^erate  —  do 
very  great  improvement  upon  the  existing 
Corn-laws,  He  lamented  that  the  biU 
proceeded  no  further,  but  still  the  chan^ 
It  made  was  not  only  considerable,  but  in 
the  right  direction;  and  therefore,  upon 
the  whole,  be  wu  tn  favour  of  the  men* 
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Bure.  Od  the  other  hand,  lie  should  prc- 
seotly  state  lo  their  Lordships  why  he  did 
not  thiolc  it  went  by  soy  means  far  enough, 
and  why  he  aJso  felt  it  his  duty  to  more 
by  way  of  ameadmeDt  to  the  ameodment 
of  the  noble  Earl  opposite  (Earl  Stanhope), 
that  which  he  considered  to  be  the  asser- 
tion of  a  right  and  just  principle,  namely, 
the  total  and  absolute  repeal  of  the  duty 
uuoQ  foreign  corn.  Now,  in  the  first 
place,  he  begged  to  auk  why  was  the  pro- 
posed measure  denied  to  be  an  improve- 
ment on  the  existing  law?  It  was  per- 
fectly true  that  the  change  would  be  wholly 
ineSectual  when  the  price  of  corn  was  down 
to  50t,,  because  it  signified  nothing  whether 
the  present  duty  of  36r,,  was  retained, 
OF  tiiere  was  substituted  in  its  place 
iOt.  8d.,  which  was  the  highest  rate  of 
duty  according   to  the  present  measure. 

ETbe  Earl  of  Jtipm:  20j.  would  be  the 
ighest  rate  of  uuty.^  Certainly :  the 
highest  duty  answering  to  the  lowest 
price,  which  would  be  50t.  Some  doubt 
existed  as  to  what  would  be  the  result  if 
this  country  took  a  supply  from  foreign 
markets.  Dantiic,  Odessa,  and,  be  be- 
liered,  Amsterdam,  had  been  referred  to, 
but  with  regard  to  Amsterdam  he  would 
exclude  it,  because  there  the  prices  were 
extraordinarily  high.  But  take  Daatxic, 
for  instance,  where  corn,  he  would  sup- 
pose, could  be  bought  at  45*.  6d.  on  board, 
or  40f .  on  board,  adding  5s.  &d.  for  freight, 
carriage,  and  insurance  to  this  country ; 
but  take  it  either  way,  it  was  material, 
as  regarded  the  lowest  jirice  and  the 
highest  duty,  because,  adding  20t.  8d.  to 
5Uf.,  would  gire  70f.,  a  price  whicli  was 
almost  prohibitory;  {wecisely  in  the  same 
way,  it  they  took  high  prices  and  the 
lowest  rate  of  duty,  they  would  then  oome 
to  12s.  or  lis.,  and  then  there  would  be 
under  both  scale*  a  It.  duty;  so  that  the 
difierence  would  be  nothing  between  the 
new  plans  at  the  highest  and  at  the  lowest 
prices.  But  when  tbey  came  to  intermediate 
parta  of  the  scale,  to  a  price  varying  from 
S3«.  to  G5f.,  a  rery  material  difference  a 
rose  between  the  existing  scale  under  the 
statute  of  the  9th  of  George  4th.,  chap.  60, 
and  that  now  proposed  by  his  noUe  Friend. 
He  would  now  take  the  price  at  62t. 
Under  the  existing  law,  the  duty  would 
be  24*.  8d.,  while  by  the  proposition  of  hia 
noble  Friend  it  would  be  lOi.  Now,  tak- 
ing the  price  at  Dantzic  or  in  the  Baltic, 
to  ne  40*.,  adding  to  that  ds.  6d.  for  bring- 
ing  the  commodity  orer  to  this  country, 
and  then  making  the  further  addition  of 


the  proposed  10c.  duty,  tbey  would  hare 
55*.  6cL  as  the  price  at  which  it  could  be 
sold  in  the  msrkets  of  this  countrr.  Bui. 
by  the  exbling  scale,  the  duty  ot  24*.  Sd 
would  bring  up  the  price  to  72*.,  and, 
therefore,  it  would  be  absolutely  impoau- 
ble  under  that  scale,  to  import  a  single 
bushel  of  corn ;  while,  with  a  10«.  duty, 
as  proposed,  it  would  not  only  be  possible 
but  eauy  to  import  abundance.  For  these 
reasons,  he  thought  the  measure  now  under 
consideration  was  a  considerable  iraprore- 
tnent  upon  the  present  law,  and  also  a 
removal  of  the  obstaclea  which  existed 
under  it.  He  was  ready  further  to  admit 
that,  to  a  certain  degree,  the  tralfickiog 
and  jobbing  in  the  arerages  would  be  ren. 
dered  mora  difficult,  and  that  the  tempta- 
tions to  those  pernicious  operations  would 
be  less  under  the  proposed  measure  thaa 
under  the  existing  law.  In  the  third  and 
last  place,  of  these  changes  he  entertsined 
a  considerable  doubt  in  one  material  re- 
ipect ;  he  was  by  no  means  certain  that 
:oe  addition  of  150  towns  would  have 
the  effect  expected.  He  was  appreben.. 
■ire  that  tlie  addition  of  those  towns  for 
the  purpose  of  the  averages  might  have  n 
prejudicial  influence,  b^use  they  were 
at  a  greater  or  less  distance  from  the  chief 
com  marketa  of  the  country,  and  the  re- 
sult might  be,  that  the  averages  of  price 
would  be  very  considerably  lowered,  aud 
the  duty  in  proportion  raised.  It  was 
poasible  for  his  nonle  Friend  to  take  some 
steps,  which  he  thought  ought  to  be  done, 
either  by  a  separate  act  of  Parliament,  or 
by  tiic  introduction  of  a  clause  in  the  bill 
before  the  House,  first  to  try  the  experi- 
ment of  these  150  towns,  and  strike  them 
off  if  found  hurtful  or  unessential.  Fw 
the  various  reasons  be  had  stated,  how- 
ever, be  was,  upon  the  whole,  impressed  la 
favour  of  the  proposed  measure  over  the 
existing  law,  of  which  it  was  a  mitigation ; 
and  wishing  to  see  as  speedily  as  posuUe 
the  existing  law  put  an  end  to,  aud  the 
trade  in  corn  thrown  entirety  open,  being 
persuaded  not  only  that  it  would  be  n 
just,  expedient,  but  also  a  safe  course  foe 
iterests  concerned.  He  could  say  that 
it  was  an  improvement,  at  all  events  a 
mitigation  of  the  existing  evil,  and  ao 
&r  and  to  that  extent  ne  approved  of 
it  and  was  prepared  to  support  it,  pro- 
vided he  could  not  get  a  better.  But  aa, 
ca  the  other  hand,  he  preferred  a  fixed 
duty  he  should  be  prepared  to  vote  with 
his  noble  Friend  (Viscount  Melbourne)  tO' 
morrow  night,  though,  be  jxpe^bei,  bo 
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(liQuld  inliDitely  prefer  tbe  entire  and  ab- 
■olutB  freedom  from  all  imposts  on  tht 
importation  of  roro.  He  u&aie  now  to  tl>e 
eulogies  whicli  had  been  pronounced  upon 
this  bill  OS  a  final  measure.  Now,  the 
measure  leemed  to  him  to  present  no  ap- 
pearance of  finality  I  it  carried  in  its 
bosom  the  seeds  of  further  change,  and  he 
oould  not  help  thinking  that  tbe  measure 
was  but  a  step  in  that  direction  which 
would  open  the  gates  to  further  altera- 
tions ai>d  to  tbe  adoption  of  what  he 
must  hold  to  Iw  a  safer  legislation  — 
namely,  that  which  would  gire  this 
country  the  entire,  free,  and  unrestrain- 
ed access  to  the  corn  markets  of  the 
world.  He  fiilly  agreed  in  tbe  argument 
— ODC  of  the  principal  arguments  in  fa* 
rour  of  an  entire  and  complete  abolition 
of  the  Corn -laws— that  a  worse  state  of 
things  could  not  be  imagined,  than  the 
temporary  and  continual  fluctuations  in 
tbo  price  of  corn.  If  those  changes  and 
fluctuations  operated  injuriously  to  the 
trading  interests,  they  worked  still  worse, 
if  worse  were  possible,  upon  tbe  agricul  tural 
interests.  Tlie  agriculturists  were  most 
interested  in  having  the  question  settled 
once  for  all.  Ue  would  call  the  attention 
of  those  noble  Lords  to  the  extraordinary 
fact,  that  thousanda  on  thousands,  nay, 
millions  steriing,  were  kept  locked  up  in 
their  coSert  by  prudent  capitalists  rather 
than  adventure  their  property  in  the  pur- 
chase of  an  article  of  which  no  man  could 
•afely  estimate  tbe  value.  According  to 
the  general  opinion  which  had  obtained 
in  men's  minds,  that  the  rent  of  land  did 
depend  upon  the  state  of  the  Corn-laws, 
while  thoM  laws  were  not  fully  settled  and 
defined,  those  capitalists  would  not  inreat 
their  capital  in  tne  parchase  of  laod.  He 
did  not  take  the  same  view  as  some  prr- 
aous  in  regard  to  the  effect  which  the 
npeal  of  t£e  Corn-law  would  have  upon 
the  rent  of  land  ;  even  if  they  gave  every 
Boope  to  their  ims^ination,  leaving  leases 
and  time-btu^ius  out  of  the  question,  the 
MiticipstionB  of  the  miKbieft  which  would 
arite  from  tbe  largest  possible  change  in 
the  Corn-laws  to  the  cultivator  of  the  laod 
—tbe  practical  farmer — were  altagether 
without  foundation.  The  farmer  was  like 
other  traders,  he  produced  like  other 
tnders,  be  found  wages  as  they  did,  and  if 
tbe  depreciatitMi  of  prices  should  result, 
which  those  who  felt  the  most  alarm  an- 
ticipated, it  was  dear  that  the  practical 
htmr  had  no  interest  which  could  be 
injured.    Noble  Lords  bad  been  arguing  as 


{April  IS}        Com  Importatim  BUL        630 
if  there  was  now,  and  at  all  times,  in  all  the 


great  poets  of  continental  Evropc->-in  every 
harbour,  in  every  creek,  on  every  strand, 
and  in  every  half- navigable  river — from 
the  Baltic  through  the  Channel,  from 
thence  into  the  Mediterranean,  round  tbe 
Levant  and  up  to  Odessa,  mountains  (tf 
grain  ready  to  be  shipped  and  sent  into 
our  harbours,  the  moment  Parliament 
should  have  removed  those  restrictions 
which  now  existed  on  the  corn  trade; 
but  it  was  no  such  thing.  Where  were 
these  large  quantities  of  grain }  There  was 
not  more  grain  grown  in  the  corn  countries 
than  was  sufficient  to  (txd  tbeir  people  and 
to  supply  those  two  or  three  countries 
which  were  in  tbe  habit  of  constantly  im- 
porting corn — Holland  being,  he  believed, 
the  principal  of  those  importing  countries  ; 
but  in  no  one  country  in  Europe  was  there 
more  corn  grown  than  was  sufficient  for 
tbe  purposes  be  had  stated.  Then,  by 
opening  the  markets  here,  you  of  course 
add  to  the  demand  upon  those  corn- 
growing  countries  ;  and  see  the  first  and 
necessary  effect  of  that.  A  paper  had 
been  laid  either  before  their  Lordships,  or 
the  other  House  of  Parliament,  afibrding, 
he  tliought,  H  sufiicient  test  of  wliat  would 
be  the  price  of  corn  in  this  country  if  the 
Corn-laws  should  be  repealed  to-morrow. 
He  did  not  mean  the  aubetitutiou  of  one 
sliding-scale  for  another,  w  of  a  fixed  duty 
for  a  sliding-scale ;  but  the  total  and 
entire  repeal  of  the  law.  .  The  return  re- 
ferred to  the  island  of  Jersey  or  Guernsey, 
one,  in  short,  of  the  Channel  Islands,  in 
which  the  corn  trade  was  free,  and  it 
stated  what  had  been  the  average  price  of 
corn  in  that  island ;  almost  all  of  which, 
be  it  remembered,  was  brought  acroaa  the 
sea.  But  the  freedom  of  importation  being 
absolute  and  perfect,  the  average  price  for 
the  ten  years  ending  1840  was  shown  by 
tbe  return,  to  be  51i.  and  some  odd  pence— 
tbe  average  price  io  this  country  during  the 
same  perind  having  been  under  57i.  or  &8t,, 
being  a  difference  of  14«,  or  15^  per  cent,  j 
therefore,  tbe  apparent  risk  which  tbecorn. 
grower  would  run  by  this  country  being 
placed  upon  the  same  footing  in  respect  to 
the  trade  in  corn  with  our  Norman  Chan- 
nel Islands,  was  no  more  than  14  to  15 
per  cent,  fiut,  then,  would  corn  remain 
at  the  same  price  when  you  added  to  that 
demand,  which  now  kept  it  at  51^'.  in 
Jersey?  Would  corn  continue  to  be  sold 
there  at  that  price,  if  we,  by  opening 
our  pOTts,  increased  the  demand  upon 
those  countries  fnm  which  Jersey  wu 
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supplied  7  Assuredly  not,  udIcss  it  was 
conteitdcd,  that  tlie  consequence  of  open- 
ing our  marketi  were  that  no  increased 
demand  would  result.  If  there  would  not, 
then  his  propoaition,  that  no  risk  was  run, 
and  no  harm  could  be  done,  was  proved  in 
soother  way.  One  of  two  consequences 
must  follow  from  opening  our  ports — 
either  that  the  increast^  demand  being 
nothing,  the  price  would  not  be  raised, 
and,  consequently,  no  harm  done  to  any 
one  I  or  that  there  being  really  a  demand 
upon  the  foreign  corn  markets— in  which 
case  alone  could  there  be  any  risk — tlie 
price  must  ueceasarily  rise  ;  and  instead  of 
com  remaining  in  Jersey  at  au  average 
price  of  51«.  6d.,  it  probably  would  be 
%5t.  or  S6«.  a-quarter ;  making  a  dif- 
ference probably  of  2t.  or  3i.,  even  if 
we  admitted  the  most  unlimited  supply 
we  could  obtain  from  the  foreign  markets. 
There  were  undoubtedly  some  noble  Lords, 
who  bad  conwdered  the  question  most 
deeply,  such  as  his  noble  Friend,  the  noble 
Earl,  who  was  largely  connected  ititb 
the  county  of  Northampton  (Earl  Spencer), 
bis  noble  Friend,  and  others,  who  were 
deeply  interested  in  the  prosperity  of 
agriculture,  and  in  the  raainlenance,  not 
merely  of  the  dinners'  pofits,  but  of  the 
landlords'  rent,  those  noole  Lords  believed 
that  the  total  repeal  of  the  Corn-laws,  and 
the  opening  of  our  markels  to  the  Corn- 
growing  countries  of  the  Continent,  would 
not  have  any  effect  whatever  in  lowering 
the  price  of  corn.  This  opinion  was  also 
expressed  last  August  by  another  noble 
Peer,  in  moving  the  Address  in  answer  to 
the  Queen's  Speech.  He  also  was  one  of 
those  who  looked  forward  to  the  advantages 
which  the  country  would  derive  in  the 
increase  of  its  commerce  and  manubctures 
from  the  repeal  of  the  Corn-laws,  rather 
than  to  any  reduction  in  the  price  of  com. 
Looking  at  the  position  of  the  foreign  corn., 
grower,  and  the  state  of  those  countries 
from  which  we  should  obtwn  our  suppli* 
if  the  trade  were  thrown  open,  it  was  in 
possible  that  any  very  considerable  increase 
could  suddenly  take  place  iu  the  amount 
of  grain  grown  iu  those  countries,  unless  a 
much  larger  quantity  of  knd  was  tht 
into  cultivation — a  matter  of  some  diffi- 
cultyin  countries  which  had  not  made  any 
neat  advances  in  civilization,  like  those  in 
the  Ukraine  and  the  Vistula — not  on  the 
banks,  but  at  some  distance  from  it— dis- 
tricts which  grew  corn,  and  brought  it  down 
that  river  to  the  ports  of  shipment.  The 
Uod  in  those  couotriea  was  for  the  most  part 
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forest  land,  covered  with  wood  or  heath, 
capable  when  well  laboured,  succeasfuDf 
treated,  and  amply  manured,  of  producing 
large  crops ;  but  the  bringing  of  such  lands 
into  cultivation  could  not  be  done  by  a 
thought  or  a  wish,  or  by  the  mere  magicof 
an  English  act  of  Parliament  abolishing  ihe 
duty  on  the  import  of  corn,  and  throwing 
open  our  ports  to  the  foreign  groaier.  He 
lUst  have  hands  to  cultivate,  and  although 
I  tbis  country  the  population  was  rapidly 
increasing  at  the  rate  of  1,000  a-day,  and 


the  demand  for  corn  increasing  at  the 

he  believed  that  in  those  distant 
countries  of  which  he  spoke,  the  increase 
in  the  population  during  five  yeaia  was 
little  more  than  nominal.  He  did  not  say 
that  the  improvement  in  commerce  would 
benefit  loose  countries  as  well  as  ours, 
did  he  say,  that  the  number  of  inhaln- 
tants  would  not  increase — that  their  lands 
would  not  be  better  cultivated  and  their 
crops  improved— but  this  was  not  th« 
work  of  a  day ;  and  he  was  not  at  all  cer* 
tain  that  even  when  all  this  should  be 
achieved,  there  wou  Id  be  any  very  formida- 
ble or  alarming  abundance  in  the  supplies 
from  thoK  countries.  It  was  almost  aa 
chimerical  to  suppose,  that  anything  like  a 
glut  would  result  in  ten  yeara  after  the  in- 
troduction of  afree-lradetn  grain,  as  to  tui^ 
|ioee  that  such  a  change  in  the  law  wnuld 
immediately  make  an  important  difference, 
if  any  difference  at  all,  in  the  supply.  As 
the  condition  of  the  people  improved  thejr 
became  greater  consumers — and  aa  the 
numbers  of  the  people  in  the  Ukraine,  in 
Poland,  and  other  corn-growing  countries 
increased,  and  they  advanced  in  civilisation, 
their  circumstanceaWDuldimprove.and  they 
would  become  greater  consumers  of  tfadr 
own  produce,  and  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  make  the  export  of  that  produce  much 
less  in  proportion  than  it  was  at  present. 
Their  Loroabips  might  see  an  example 
illustrative  of  tbis  argument  in  a  country 
near  this,  and  with  which  they  were  all 
acquainted  :  he  alluded  to  Ireland.  Great 
Britain  had  imported  thence,  for  the  three 
years  ending  1835,  not  less  on  an  average 
than  in  each  year  761,000  quarters,  whereaa 
the  average  for  the  three  years  ending 
1841,  was  only  216,000  quarters.  This 
waa,  he  devoutly  hoped,  or  rather,  be 
doubted  not  in  the  least,  owing  to  the  im- 
provement which  had  taken  place  in  the 
condition  of  the  Irith  people,  who  had  thus 
consumed  mare  than  previously  of  the 
necessaries  of  life.  A  noble  Lord  had  re* 
ferred  the  national  distress,  not  to  the 
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Corn-laws,  but  t»  the  currency ;  bat  then 
the  noble  Lord  bad  reckoned  that  perni- 
ciouH  influence  since  1B35  only.  But  how 
conld  it  be  said  that  u  roeasure  passeil 
twenty  yean  before  that  period  could  hare 
CBoaed  the  existing  distress.  How  could 
the  Banlc  be  said  now  to  have  the  power 
of  noduly  iatiuendng  the  currency ;  Mnce, 
as  the  gold  standard  whs  established,  the 
moment  a  single  note  was  issued  over  what 
tlie  currency  really  required,  that  note 
would  speedily  be  returned  on  the  Bank. 
So  long  as  the  conversion  of  Bank  paper 
into  gold  was  compulsory,  there  was  no 
danger  of  the  recurrence  of  such  depres- 
Mons  as  migtit  have  been  the  result  of  a 
system  under  which  the  market  price  of 
gold  was  K>  much  above  the  Mint  price, 
that  it  was  5L  and  even  5f.'  \Qs.  and 
an  ounce  instead  of  3/.  17<.  lOjti. ;  and 
nnder  which  a  bank  note  for  U.  passed 
only  for  lit.  For  all  these  things,  there 
baa  been  a  clear  reason, — viz.,  the  non- 
convertibility  of  the  paper  into  gold  ;  and 
now  that  this  convertibility  had  been  com- 
pletely established,  no  such  things  could 
possibly  be  apprehended  from  tbe  currency. 
Notwithstanding  which,  he  regretted  that 
at  the  time  of  this  settlement  thero  had 
not  been  some  arrangemeat  as  to  the  pub- 
lic creditor.  The  noble  Lord  had  said, 
there  ought  to  be  more  paper.  Why,  would 
tbe  niAle  Lord  wish  Government  assignats 
to  be  issued  !  Would  not  the  noble  Lord 
be  at  all  apprehensive  of  tbe  return  of  the 
mtem  in  this  country  under  which,  in 
France,  20,000  francs  in  araigDats  had 
been  given  for  a  pair  of  gloves.  He  did 
not  expect  to  induce  their  Lordships,  now, 
to  agree  to  the  total  repeal  of  the  Corn- 
laws;  but  he  hoped  the  day  was  not  far 
distant  when  the  people  would  open  their 
eyes  to  the  necessity  of  that  great  change. 
If,  on  no  other  ground,  such  a  change  was 
detirable  as  a  final  and  conclusive  settle- 
Dient  of  the  question — a  measure  which 
would  quicken  trade,  and  which  would 
revive  commerce  and  manufactures,  by 
opening  fresh  markets  for  our  energy,  en- 
terprise, and  industry — putting  an  end 
meanwhile  to  tbe  dissensions  between  dif- 
ferent interests.  He  altogether  rejected 
tbe  notion,  so  often  urged,  of  the  labourer's 
having  an  interest  in  this  question  by  rea- 
son of  law  prices  (as  it  was  alleged]  pro- 
ducing low  wages,  though  it  was  admitted 
that  high  prices  did  itot  always  produce 
high  wages.  He  needed  not  remind  theii 
Lordships,  that  the  prire  of  labour  de- 
pended upon  tbe  demand  for  it,  and  the 


supply  of  it  in  the  market.  Whaterec 
light  be  the  price  of  proriuona,  the 
_  rice  at  which  labour  would  be  sold 
must  depend  upon  the  amount  of  it  brought 
to  the  market,  and  the  amount  of  it  de- 
manded. Was  a  reason  for  this  required  ? 
Here  was  one.  When  food  was,  from  any 
cause  whatever,  dear  or  scarce  to  the 
working  man,  he  would  naturally  work 
harder,  and  during  more  hours  of  the  day, 
which,  by  produciog  an  increased  supply 
of  labour,  would  tend  to  keep  the  market 
n.  But  lower  the  price  of  food,  or  hr 
means  provide  the  workins  man  with 
!  of  it  than  he  then  has,  and  you  neces- 
sarily lessen  the  pressure  which  induces 
bim  to  work,  and  you  raise  the  price  of  la- 
bour in  proportion  as  it  is  less  brought  into 
the  market.  If  they  wanted  a  &ct  as  evi- 
dence of  his  proposition,  look  to  America. 
There  food  was  cheaper,  but  was  the  price 
of  labour  lowerin  consequence?  No;  the 
price  of  labour  was  as  a  dollar  there  to  2i, 
a  day  compared  with  the  price  here ;  while 
the  priie  of  grain  was  as  40<.  there,  and 
G0«.  here.  It  was  very  well  for  a  noble 
Lord  behind  him  to  remittd  him  of  the 
difference  of  population,  and  that  the  sup- 
ply of  labour  in  America  was  less.  He 
ought  to  have  also  added,  that  America  is 
an  uncleared  country,  and  that  iherefare 
the  demand  fur  labour  was  greater.  That 
precisely  made  out  his  case.  It  was  be- 
cause there  was  a  less  supply  of  labour,  and 
a  greater  demand  that  the  price  of  labour 
was  higher,  though  food  was  cheaper. 
Perhaps  he  ought  to  apologise  to  tneir 
Lordships  for  repeating  the  arguments 
against  this  ofUrefuted  fallacy;  but  it 
was  only  in  tbe  repeated  refutation  of  it 
that  there  lay  auy  hope  (slight,  he  ad- 
mitted) of  its  ultimate  abandonment.  He 
felt  also,  that  he  ought  to  apologise  for 
having  detained  the  House  so  Ions;  but 
he  had  deemed  it  his  duty  to  state  bis  ob- 
jections to  the  existing  system  and  to  the 
C resent  measure,  and  also  the  reason  why 
e  proposed  a  resolution  different  from 
either.  Situated  as  he  was,  not  wishing, 
by  voting  with  the  noble  I^rd,  to  condemn 
a  measure  which,  after  all,  he  admitted 
was  an  improvement,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  not  wishing  to  record  an  unqualified 
support  of  the  present  measure,  he  telt  that 
he  had  no  altematire  hut  to  take  the  course 
which  he  had  already  indicated.  In  the 
event,  then,  of  the  amendment  of  the  nohle 
Earl  being  negatived,  he  should  move  as 
an  amendment  to  lea\-e  out  all  the  words 
a^er  the  word  "  that,"  and  to  insert  these 
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words  "no  duty  ouglit  to  be  impoied  upoo 
the  iroportatioa  ot  foreign  com  of  any  de- 
scription." 

The  Earl  of  Shaftethury  very  mucH 
doobted  whether  it  was  comperent  to  the 
noble  saA  learned  Lord  thus  to  noove  a 
general  resolntion  as  an  amendment  upon 
the  scoond  reading  of  a  particular  bill. 

Lord  Brougham  entertained  no  doubt 
whaterer  on  the  subject.  It  was  com- 
petent to  him  to  more  sucli  an  amendment 
even  on  the  question  that  the  bill  be  read 
a  second  time. 

The  Earl  of  ShaficMbury  :  Not  an 
amendment  <^  any  sort  or  descriptioo. 

Lord  Brougham  said,  it  w.it  quite  con- 
sistent with  Parliamentary  usage  to  move 
an  amendment  on  an  amendment.  It  was 
custamary  in  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  first  vote  was  taken  on  the 
seoDud  amendment.  Tbatwasdone  in  the 
Duke  of  York*B  case  when  it  was  before 
the  other  House,  as  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Caolerbury)  on  the  cross  benches  would, 
no  doubtf  remember. 

The  Eail  of  lUptm  said,  it  seemed  to 
him  Very  doubtful,  whethA-  the  smeod- 
ment  could  be  put,  because  the  lirst  tjues- 
tion  to  be  decided  was,  whether  the  noble 
Earl's  amendnMnt  should  be  agreed  to.  if 
that  were  decided  in  the  negative,  the  bill 
would  be  read  a  second  time,  and  then  be 
did  not  see  how  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord's  amendment  oonld  be  put  at  all. 

Lord  Brougham  maintained,  tbat  the 
first  question  wijuld  be  put  od  his  amend' 
atent 

Lord  CatUerbvry  apprehended  the  nMile 
and  learned  I^>rd  was  quite  mistaken.  The 
flnt  qoertioa  to  be  put,  would  be  on  the 
drigioal  notioD.  The  amendment  of  the 
noue  Earl  would  be  stated  to  the  House, 
merely  as  u  indncemeal  not  to  agree  to 
the  original  nioti<R>.  Unless  the  original 
motion  wro  negstired,  the  question  would 
not  be  taken  on  the  amendment ;  and  if 
the  amendment  oOuld  be  put  at  all,  dien 
the  secestd  amendment,  that  of  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  must  be  put  first. 

Earl  FUtmUiam  said,  the  House  would 
gira  him  credit,  he  was  sure,  fbc  having 
DO  intention  to  diacum  this  question ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  considenng  the  impor- 
taooe  of  the  subject  and  the  course  which 
be  intended  to  pursue)  he  should  be  sorry 
to  gi««  a  ailent  rote.  It  by  no  means  fol- 
lemd,  from  tbe  course  he  bad  taken  on 
former  ocnaions  with  r^ard  to  the  ques- 
tion inrolred  in  the  amendment  of  his 
■eUe  Md  iearnad  Friend,  that  he  should 
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take  the  same  course  now.  Seeing  as  be 
did,  that  the  existing  law  was  one  of 
which  it  was  exceedingly  desirable  §or 
them  to  disencumber  themselTcs,  he  could 
not  help  entertaining  considendile  grati- 
tude towards  those  wbo,  if  not  the  6nt  to 
take  the  lead,  had  at  least  mounted  rery 
gallantly  the  gap  made  by  others.  He 
should  rote  for  the  second  reading  of  this 
hilt,  not  because  he  thought  there  was 
anything  of  finality  to  it.  but  beoause  he 
thought,  in  accordaace  with  bis  noble  and 
learned  Friend  below  him,  that  it  carried 
in  itself  the  seeds  of  future  amendment. 
He  belli  it  to  be  imposMble  for  any  one  lo 
beliei-e,  that  the  right  ban.  Baronet,  who 
by  propounding  this  bill  and  the  tariff  io 
connexion  with  it  prored,  tbat  he  was  not 
the  nominal  head  merely  of  the  Oovera- 
meat,  but  its  real  head,  did  not  see  much 
further  into  this  question  than  thoae  Gen- 
tlemen who  thought  it  would  be  a  final 
aettlement.  A  final  settlement  of  thie 
question  there  could  be  but  one,  and  that 
was  by  the  adoption  of  perfectly  free-trade. 
Not  that  he  understood  by  free^trade  the 
principle  contained  in  the  amendment  of 
nis  noble  and  learned  Friend,  that  there 
must  be  no  duty  whaterer  on  ferngs  com, 
but,  that  there  should  be  no  duty  levied 
for  the  purpose  c^  regulation.  And  the 
tariff  seemed  to  him,  as  br  at  it  went,  la 
be  in  accordance  with  what  he  conceircd 
to  be  the  principle  of  free-trade,  eo  te  aa 
that  the  duties  levied  appeared  to  be  for 
revenue,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  regu- 
lation or  protection.  He  looked  upon  Ah 
Uil  as  being  a  step  in  adrance.  Whether 
it  would  have  the  fourteen  years'  life  of  ita 
predecessors  be  did  not  know,  bat  his  own 
opinion  vai,  tbat  it  would  not  Inst  quite 
so  long.  Believing  as  he  did,  that  its 
introduction  bad  depended  upon  tbe  last 
harvest,  so  be  thought  its  duration  would 
depend  upon  ensuing  harvests,  la  now 
voting  for  tbe  second  reading,  be  was  not 
involving  himself  in  tbe  re^xmaillHlity  of 
hereafter  supporting  it,  nor  did  he  say, 
that  he  might  not  at  once  attempt  to  pro* 
duce  some  modification  of  it. 

Viscount  Melhoume  swd,  although  he 
had  nothing  to  say  on  the  question  that 
had  not  been  said  over  and  over  again  in  the 
course  of  the  debate,  yet  to  prevent  mia- 
understanding  he  thought  it  right  to  atate 
his  reasons  for  voting  as  be  should  do  ofi 
the  present  occasion.  From  the  opinions 
he  held,  the  propositions  which  he  had 
already  brought  fortvard,  and  the  course 
which  he  had  taken  in  regard  to  tbe  %■•••  ;; 
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tion,  it  wuBt  be  already  ml)  Idowd  to 
thor  Lordahipa  that  ho  oonld  not  approve 
of  either  the  principle  or  the  general  pro- 
Tiaions  of  this  bill.  At  the  same  time  he 
WDcnrted  in  the  opinion  that  had  been  al- 
leody  expie*8ed,  that  it  tras  a  coDBiderable 
imfmrement  on  the  exiatlog  lav;  and, 
tba«fore,  though  he  should  in  the  course 
of  it!  progress  through  the  House  attempt 
to  pienil  DD  their  Lordships  to  adopt  a 
principle  which  he  considered  to  be  more 
prudent,  wise,  and  fitted  to  the  hest  in- 
terests of  the  country  thiin  those  embodied 
in  the  hill  yet,  at  the  same  lime,  he  should 
not  take  a  course  which  would  deprive 
them  of  the  advantages  which  the  measure 
was  calculated  to  confer  on  the  couDtry. 
With  these  views  lie  should  vote  for  the 
second  reading. 

Their  Lordships  divided  on  the  question 
that  the  word  "  now  "  stand  part  of  the 
question  —  Contents  119;  Not-Coulents 
17:— Majority  102. 


Ddki.  Lords. 

Bacliinj^m  Hastings 

WilloDghby  d'Eresby 
MiRttusss.  Oamoys 

Clanticirdfl  Beau  mo  nt 

Kinoaird 
Emls.  Lilfot-d 

Oikney  Kayleigh 

TanketfiUe  Godotphin 

Stanhope  Western 

Malmeibary  De  Freyoe. 

Varbonugh 

The  qnestion  again  put  that  the  bill  be 
now  read  a  second  time, 

Lord  Brougham  moved  as  an  amend- 
nent  to  substitute  these  words,  "  No  duty 
ought  to  be  impoaed  oo  the  iniportation  of 
fimign  corn."  Their  Lordships  dirided  on 
tba  question  that  the  words  proposed  to  he 
left  oat  Stand  port  of  the  question — Con- 
tMita  109  I  NoUCoDteots  5 :— Majority 
104. 

tul  ^  tke  Not-Contetils  on  the  Second 
division. 
Miiaqoess.  Lords. 

Clanricarde  Kinnaitd 

Brougham 
E*aL.  Vivian. 

The  MIowrag  protest  ngaimrt  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill  was  entered, 
Disientient — 

1.  Because  no  alleralion  in  the  existing 
duties  upon  fbreign  corn  ought  to  have  been 
propoiM  wHhoM   having   preriomty   cndca. 


vonred  to  aicartain  by  a  Parliamentary  inquiry 
at  what  prices,  and  in  whnt  quantities  it  could 
be  imported  ;  and  also  whetaer  th«  remuaer- 
Btin^  prices  of  corn  which  is  grown  at  bame 
continue  to  be  the  same  at  Ibey  were  when 
the  present  Corn-law  was  enacted. 

2.  Because  the  protection  which  agriculture 
now  enjoys  is  not  greater  than  is  requisite,  is 
adTautageoui  to  all  classes  of  the  community, 
and  could  ust  be  diminished  wiibont  extreme 
injustice  to  those  who,  under  the  faith  of  Far- 
liameni,  have  invested  their  capital  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  land. 

3.  Because  the  propoied  alteraiion  of  the 
Com-Iaw  would  "cause  a  very  considerable 
decrease  of  the  protection  wliicli  the  present 
duty  affords  to  tne  home  grower,"  as  was  al- 
lowed to  be  the  case  by  the  Minister  who  re- 
commended that  aluration. 

4.  BeeausB  a  "  very  considerable  decrease" 
of  the  present  protection  would  discourage 
British  agriculture,  might  render  this  country 
dependent  upon  foreigners  for  a  supply  of  ibe 
first  necessary  of  life,  and  might,  in  the  event, 
of  unfavourable  seatons,  eipose  it  to  the 
horrors  of  famine. 

5.  Becfluie  a  "very  considerable  decrease" 
of  (he  present  protection  might  produce  a  per- 
manent depression  in  the  prices  of  Qiitish 
corn,  a  correiponding  dirainulioo  of  con- 
sumption  and  expenditure,  and  a  correspond- 
ing increase  of  the  distress  and  disconleol 
which  now  unhappily  prevails. 

6.  Because  the  discouragement  of  British 
agriculture  would  be  very  injurioos  to  Ihc  k- 
boorera  who  are  now  ecnployed  in  tillage,  and 
might  reduce  their  wages,  which,  in  tnany  dis- 
tricts, are  already  much  too  low  to  ptovide  for 
their  comfortable  subsistence. 

7.  Because  it  is  the  bounden  duly  of  Parlia- 
ment to  afford  due  protection  to  tbrae  who 
are  employed  in  agricultnre,  as  well  as  in  any 
other  branch  of  British  industry,  all  of  whom 
have  a  common  interest  to  prevent  the  compe- 
tion  of  foreigner*  in  the  home  maricet. 

SUHBOPB. 

MxuiESBDar. 

BEAITMOltT, 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  to  be  comBitted 
the  next  day. 
Adjourned. 

UOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
M<mday,  April  IS,  \842. 

HiSDTH.]     niLu.     PkUlc— 1*    EidM  Ductal  Omk 
pouBdii  Ranted  HiK I  PnfiatirTu. 
-     Hlnille^  Dlvoiw. 


Fnrnon*  PauBtno.     B^  Lod  Dtbamt,  Mi.  Cnlg, 
"    ShinuHi  CnwftKd,  Hr.  Wikl*),  SIi  Thoinw  Tnu- 
-    —  -  -      "    ColTlllg.  Hr.  Hae. 
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Dbainaoe.]  Mr.  K  Maule  wiihed  to 
put  B  queition  to  the  right  hoo.  Baronel 
the  Secretary  of  Sl&te  Tor  the  Home 
Department  with  reipect  to  the  Drainage 
Bill.  The  right  hoc.  Baronet  muit  be 
Kware  that  there  were  two  bills  under  the 
consideration  of  the  commiitee  up  itairs. 
Me  was  anxious  to  know  from  the  right 
hoo.  Baronet  when  he  would  be  able  to 
introduce  the  Drainage  Bill  into  that 
House. 

Sir  J.  Oraham  could  not,  at  preieut, 
name  any  particular  day,  but  he  begged 
to  auure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  thar 
the  bill  wag  in  a  forward  itdle  of  prepa' 
ration. 

Export- DUTY  ON  Coals.]  Mr.  Rict 
wiihed  to  know,  whether  coals  taken  oik 
board  foreign  abipt  for  (he  ship's 
merely,  or  be  placed  in  depdt  on  foreign 
stations  for  the  use  of  tleameri,  would  be 
aubjected  to  the  duty  intended  to  be 
posed  upon  the  exportation  of  coals? 


{COMMONS}  Firit  Rendvig. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  could  not  at  p 
ji*e  an  answer  to  the  question, 
subject  was  ander  contideratioo. 


The  Tariff.]  Mr.  Hull  «ri«hed  to 
certain  from  the  right  hoo.  Baronet,  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  in  what  order 
he  proposed  to  bring  under  the  consi- 
deration of  the  House  ihe  different  mea- 
■ures  adverted  to  in  his  financial  stale* 
meot.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  stated 
the  other  evening,  that  after  the  Income- 
tax  Bill  had  been  read  a  second  lime,  be 
would  bring  the  tariff  under  consideration. 
His  qnestion  was  this  i — Did  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  take  the  tariff  in  precisely 
lame  tabular  order  in  which  it  stood  in 
the  printed  paper  i  or  wai  it  intended  to 
consider,  first  of  all,  those  questions  in 
ihe  tariff  which  related  to  the  supplies  of 
the  year,  and  afterwards  questions  of  a 
purely  commercial  nature  ? 

Sir  Robert  Peel  said,  that  the  statement 
he  had  made  was,  that  he  wiahed  to  be 
certain  that  the  Income-tax  Bill  would  be 
adopted  by  the  House  before  he  proceeded 
wiih  Ihe  consideration  of  the  tariff.  It 
was  of  great  importance  that  the  Houiie 
should  decide  upon  the  questioa  of  the 
Income-tax,  as,  if  it  sanctioned  the  prin- 
ciple, there  would  be  many  details  to  be 
aetiled  us  to  the  mode  of  collection.  He 
hoped,  however,  that  the  discussion  in 
committee  would  not  be  very  protracted, 
but  he  could  not  bring  forward  the  tariff 
until  he  felt  pretty  well  assured  that  the 
Income-lax  would  pais.  When  that 
should  be  the  case,  be  would  be  perfectly 
willing  to  proceed  with  the  tariff.  He  was 
ss  well  aware  as  any  hon.  Member  could  be 
of  the  importance  of  taking  the  tariff  into 
early  consideration  ;  and  be  trusted  that 
the  House  would  consider  thst  measure  aa 
a  whole  whenever  it  should  be  submitted 
to  their  consideration.  He  saw  no  reason 
why  the  tariff  should  not  be  aubmitted  to 
the  GODsideration  of  the  committee  io 
exactly  the  form  in  what  bad  been  laid 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House. 


Incoue-tax— First  Readino.]  Sir 
Robert  Peel  then  brought  in  the  Ineone* 
tax  Bill, 

On  the  question  that  it  be  read  a  fint 
time, 

Lord  John  RuneU  said,  the  Honse 
would  remember  that  there  had  been  iHi 
division  in  the  House  upon  the  question  of 
the  approbation  of  tha  Income-tax.    The  ., 
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nutation  had  pasud  in  the  'Committee 
ofWayi  and  Means  without  a  diviiioa. 
Afterwards  when  the  report  was  biought 
up.  he  proposed  to  the  House  not  a 
aimple  negative  to  the  proposal  for  an 
Income-tax,  but  a  resolutioa  contain- 
ing what  he  thought  was  the  plan  that 
ought  to  be  pursued.  Thequestion,  there* 
fore,  upon  which  the  House  had  then  de- 
cided, and  upon  which  many  hon.  Mem- 
bers did  not  concur  with  him,  was  whether 
the  proposal  oF  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
should  be  accepted,  or  whelher some  other 
alternative  should  be  approved  of  instead. 
ATter  that  division,  it  being  a  late  hour  of 
the  night,  and  the  House,  being  fatigued 
bv  the  discussion  upon  the  general  ques- 
tion, he  thought  with  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, that  it  would  be  the  more  conve- 
nient course  not  then  to  take  a  division 
upon  the  question  of  agreement  with  the 
resolution.  He  therefore  came  now  simply 
to  that  question  only,  without  having  any 
kitemative  to  propose,  but  viewing  the 
case  only  as  an  ordinary  one  of  moving  to 
bring  in  a  bill  agaiast  which  he  enter- 
tained ft  decided  and  insuperable  objec- 
tion. Having  already  troubled  the  House 
at  length  upon  the  question,  he  would 
not  again  go  over  the  general  argu- 
ments against  the  pioposal,  but  be  roust 
■ay,  that  at  the  conclusion  of  the  debate 
last  week,  those  arguments  remained  en- 
tirely untouched  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man and  his  supporters.  The  general 
argument  which  he  had  intended  to  estab- 
lish, and  in  which  several  of  his  hon. 
Friends  had  followed  him,  was,  that  this 
lax  ought  not  to  be  imposed  except  at  a 
time  of  extreme  necessity — that  a  case  of 
extreme  necessity  had  not  arisen,  and  that 
theru  were  so  circumstances  in  the  general 
State  of  the  country  which  justi6ed  the 
tneunre,  and  that  financially  speaking, 
there  were  other  and  less  objeciionable 
measures  that  might  be  adopted.  The 
Other  evening,  he  had  found,  that  the 
general  course  of  the  argument  which  he 
had  adopted,  had  not  only  been  shared  by 
those  hon.  Members  with  wliom  he  had,  in 
general,  the  happiness  to  act,  but  that  it 
had  been  forcibly  stated  some  years  ago 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself 
against  the  very  same  measure  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  as  the  organ  of  the 
Government,  proposed  now  to  bring  in. 
He  had  not,  on  the  last  occasion,  been 
ftwsie  of  the  manner  in  which  the  right 


'  before,  but  if  he  had  been,  bis  own  argn- 
meots  could  not  have  better  tallied  with 
ihatoftbe  right  hon.  Gentleman,  Ifthe 
House  would  allow  him,  he  would  read  to 
them  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
said  in  1833.  In  speaking  of  the  conduct 
of  Lord  Althorp,  (the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer)  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
reported  to  have  said— 

"  He  thought  likewise  tFiat  the  noble  Lord 
had  done  well  in  not  proposing  an  income  or 
a  property-tai.  Notliing  but  a  case  of  ex- 
treme necessity  could  justiry  Parliament  in 
subjecting  the  people  of  this  country,  in  a  time 
of  peace,  to  the  inquisitorial  process  wbich 
must  be  resorted  to  in  order  to  render  that 
impost  productive ;  and  to  have  recourse  to 
such  a  machinery  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
3  or  3  per  cent,  would  bs  most  unwise." 

So  it  would  appear,  that  with  a  sort  of 
prophetic  foresight  of  what  was  to  happen 
in  1842,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in 
1833,  had  fixed  upon  bis  present  pioposi- 
tiou,  and  declared  it  to  be  most  unwise. 
Therefore  he  did  not  think  it  could  be 
justly  ascribed  to  that  disposition,  wbich 
it  was  alleged  existed  on  his  part,  to  find 
fault  with  everything  that  was  proposed 
by  the  Government,  that  he  had  ventured 
to  make  some  opposition  to  a  proposition 
which  was  now  represented  to  be  so  harm- 
less, as  an  Income-tax.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  went  on  to  say — 

"  Such  a  tax  was  a  great  resource  in  time  of 
necessity,  and  therefore  be  was  unwilling,  by 
establishing  the  offensive  inqnLsition  with 
which  it  must  be  accompanied,  to  create  such 
an  odium  against  it  as  might  render  it  almost 
impracticable  to  resort  to  it  in  lime  of  extreme 
necessity." 

That  was  also  an  objection  he  bad  ven- 
tured  repeatedly  to  make.  He  had  not, 
ventured,  perhaps,  to  express  it  in  such 
strong  terms,  but  he  had  ventured  to  say, 
that  the  inQictiou  of  this  tax  upon  the 
country,  at  a  time  when  there  was  no 
necessity  for  it,  would  give  the  country 
such  a  distaste  against  that  tax—  that  it 
would  become  so  unpopular,  that  it  would 
be  a  barrier  in  the  way  of  any  Government 
which,  in  time  of  urgent  necessity  or  peril, 
might  find  it  necessary  to  establish  it.  One 
of  the  arguments  used  in  reference  to  this 
tax,  and  upon  the  eSect  of  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  relied  for  its  popularity, 
was,  that  it  only  affected  persons  possessed 
of  income  above  150/.  a-year  ;  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  telied  upon  this 
argument,  in  order  to  put  down  the  peti- 


bon.  Gentleman  bad  stated  his  argument    lions  of  those  who  felt  ihetnselves  ag' 
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griend  by  the  tax  being  placed  apon   be  justifiable — that  it  tras  not  tieuraUe  to 


Ha  thoagbt,  that  that  courae  wat 
uniaitifiabie,  becauie  the  pettoni  directly 
afiected  by  thii  Mx,  altboogh  tbey  might 
bave  morethaa  XSQl.  a  year,  were  pertoaa 
who  ought  10  be  aa  much  the  objecta  of 
eoiuideratioD  to  that  House  ai  any  class 
whatsoever.  There  were  clergymen,  phy- 
sicians—men of  various  piofMiioni — who 
struggled  with  almost  as  much  difficulty 
as  a  labonring  man,  in  order  to  maioUin 
their  familiei  in  that  state  of  decent  re- 
spectability which  became  men  of  educa- 
tion, who  were  accuitomed  totbecoroforii 
of  life.  He  had  stated,  moreorer,  that 
although  the  proposed  tax  might,  perhaps, 
be  said  only  to  aSect  persons  of  income 
directly,  yet  that  it  dia  indirecily  affect 
the  labouring  classes,  who  would  lose 
employment  thereby.  On  that  point,  the 
right  hoo.  Qentleman  had  said, 

"With  respect  to  a  tu  upon  property,  as 
distinguished  from  a  lax  upon  income,  he  rery 
much  doubted  whether  it  would  promote  the 
iDiereils  of  the  labourine  classes,  because  it 
wonld  diminiih  the  fundi  at  present  appni- 
priated  to  the  encouragement  of  ieduitry,  and 
Ibe  promolion  of  labonr,  and  it  would  ulti- 
mately be  (bund,  that  the  tax  did  not  affect  the 
Elton  who  paid  it,  so  much  as  the  labourer, 
,  diminishing  bis  means  of  employment," 

That  was  the  wise  and  considerate 
Mnliment  expressed  by  the  right  faon. 
Baronet  in  1833;  and  were  they  now 
told  by  the  right  hon.  Oentleroan,  as  a 
nembei  of  the  Oovcrnmeat,  that  an  In- 
come-tax was  advantageou^tb&t  it  would 
&I1  only  upon  the  rich,  and  not  upon  the 
labouring  poor.  The  House  might  depend 
upon  it  that,  so  far  as  regarded  the  effect 
of  the  tax  upon  the  labouring  poor  em~ 
ployed  in  trades  and  manufactures,  the 
opinions  expressed  by  the  right  hoo.  Oen- 
tlemsn  in  1833  were  wise  and  sound. 
There  was  another  qtiestion  with  respect 
to  this  tax,  of  which  little  notice  had  been 
taken  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  but 
which  WBS  considered  of  importance  in 
1833,  when  Lord  Al thorp  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  spoke  upon  the  subject 
It  was  that  portion  of  the  tax  which  related 
to  Ireland.  He  was  glad  that  Ireland  was 
to  be  exempt  from  the  operation  of  the 
tax;  he  deemed  it  an  inquisitorial,  op- 
presrire,  and  unjust  tax,  and  rejoiced  thai 
any  portion  of  the  United  Kingdom  waa 
to  be  free  from  it,  and  if  other  parts  were 
to  be  exempted  rflso  he  should  rejoice  yet 
more.  But  he  knew  not  bow  it  could  be 
a^ued  —  and  that  was  od«  part  of  ibe 
plaD  which  he  nerer  could  nndentMHl  to 


have  an  locoeae-tax  in  Ireland,  but  that  it 
was  desirable  to  bave  taxea  npon  stamps 
and  articles  of  consumption.  They  had 
pursued  t  reverse  course  in  these  caaes  to 
the  course  tbey  were  adopting  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion.  If  the  proposed  priociplea 
of  taxation  were  good  and  right,  ap[Jy 
them  to  Ireland  as  well  as  to  England, 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  coutse  pursued 
towards  Ireland  was  right,  as  he  iMlieved 
it  waa,  why  not  adopt  it  as  towards  Elng- 
land  and  Scotland?  It  had  been  said 
that  machinery  for  the  collection  of  tbe 
tax  was  wanting  in  Ireland.  But  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  proposed  to  lay  a  tax 
upon  tbe  landed  property  of  absenteea, 
and  there  must  m  some  machinery  ia 
order  to  find  out  what  that  landed  pro- 
perty was,  and  the  income  arising  frcHu  it. 
It  was  said  that  the  machinery  under 
the  Poor-law  Act  was  to  be  applied  to 
that  purpose:  if  that  held  good  with  re- 
spect to  absentees,  it  was  quite  clear  thai 
the  same  macbioeiy  might  be  applied  to 
the  other  purpose.  Ha  could  not,  tbere- 
fore,  discover  that  that  was  the  chief  reason 
for  not  applying  tbe  tax  to  Ireland,  But 
what  bad  tbe  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
in  1833,  with  respect  to  the  application  of 
the  tax  to  Ireland  ?  Lord  Althup  having 
said,  that  he  did  not  see  how  he  conld 
exempt  Ireland  from  the  pressure,  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  observed : 

"Hie  application  of  the  tax  to  Ireland 
would  be  attended  with  extreme  difficult. 
He  really  believed  that  this  drcumilaitce 
formed  the  main  obstacle  lo  the  estaUisbineat 
of  the  tax.  It  hardly  could  be  contended  that, 
if  a  property-tax  were  estahliihed,  Ireland 
should  be  exempted  from  its  operation.  He 
wished  to  see  Ireland  as  much  hvonred  as 
possible  consistently  with  Justice;  but  to  ila- 

Ce  a  property-tax  upon  England  and  Scot- 
1,  and  to  exempt  Ireland  from  its  opeiaikin, 
would,  in  bis  opimoo,  however  unpopular  that 
opinion  might  be,  be  exceedingly  unjust." 

He  was  satisfied  with  that  declaration  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  eoold  tiit- 
derstand  the  argument  that  the  tax  might 
be  inexpedient  and  oppressive  in  1833, 
but  that  in  1842  circumstancea  might  ba 
such,  that  what  waa  inexpedient  tbeo 
might  be  expedient  now ;  but  how  that 
which  waa  unjust  in  1633  could  ba  just  in 
1842  was,  be  ownad,  past  tbe  limits  of  his 
comprehension.  He  round  that  tbe  other 
parts  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  speech, 
from  which  he  waa  then  qnotmg,  treated 
of  other  aul^ecls ;  but  if  tberewan  any 
passage*  in  which,  iftei  bafing  nid  the 
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ha  trnsled  the  noble  Secretary  far  Irelaad 
would  feel  proud  of  the  traoquillily  which 
prevailed  there.  Somelhing  hnd  been 
said  with  respect  to  Canada.  What  had 
been  the  state  of  Canada  for  a  number  of 
years?  For  aome  time  that  colony  had 
had  a  popular  assembly.  They  repieunted 
certain  giierancei,  which  were  remedied  ; 
but  fresh  demands  were  made,  which  ren- 
dered it  necesiary  for  the  Legislature  to 
insist  upon  what  was  probably  an  infrac- 
tion of  a  constitutional  principle,  and  an 
insurrection  was  consequent  upon  that 
act.  The  erenU,  then,  from  1833  to  1837, 
were  unsatisfactory  and  dangerous  in  re- 
gard to  Canada;  but  now  an  assembly  or 
Parliament  was  constituted  there,  the 
great  majority  of  which  were  well  affected 
to  the  Crown  and  the  interests  of  the 
British  empire.  Therefore,  with  respect 
to  Canada,  there  was  no  danger  which 
called  for  an  extraordinary  measure.  With 
regard  to  our  foreign  relations  with  the 
principal  powers  of  Europe,  he  could  see 
no  immediate  danger.  An  hon,  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  certainly  pointed  out  the 
means  by  which  the  fortunes  of  this  coun- 
try might  be  afiected,  and  the  circum- 
stances which  might  lead  to  war,  aud  he 
had  not  failed  to  observe  the  eagerness 
with  which  that  statement  was  seiied  by 
the  other  side.  Everything  that  looked 
like  k  prospect  of  war  waa  canght  up  aa 
an  a^ment  in  favour  of  the  Income-tax, 
But  when,  he  would  aik,  had  a  Minister 
of  this  country  ever  imposed  an  Income- 
tax  for  a  future  contingent  and  prospective 
danger-— a  danger  which  he  earnestly 
trusted  would  never  fall  upon  this  land  ? 
With  respect  to  the  melancholy  reverses 
which  we  had  experienced  m  India, 
and  the  calamities  which  had  befallen  out 
troops  there,  it  had  been  said,  and  truly, 
that  as  a  matter  of  finance  they  were  to 
coDsider  how  far  those  misfortunes  would 
be  a  drain  upon  this  country  ;  and,  con- 
sidered in  that  light,  it  had  been  shown 
by  an  hon.  Gentlemao,  who  had  addressed 
the  House  particularly  on  that  branch  of 
the  subject,  that  the  present  state  of  India 
did  not  require  the  imposition  of  a  tax  al- 
lowed to  be  oppressive,  inquisitorial,  and 
unequal.  Much  hod  been  said  about  our 
relations  with  Chinat  and  one  of  the 
members  of  the  Cabinet  had  spdcen  in 
terms  which  might  have  been  used  if  the 
Emperor  of  China  bad  been  the  Emperor 
Napoleon,  and  the  fleet  of  junks  at  Can- 
*  St*  Vo).  xvii..  third  Mrisi,  p.  344.  ton  had  been  the  fioUlla  at  BoalMCne.    If 
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tu  wai  omast,  the  tight  boo.  Gentlemac 
had  proved  it  to  be  just,  it  was,  of  coarse, 
ia  hia  power  toquoie  them.  He  was  quite 
aware  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  inge- 
nuity—of the  ability  with  which,  according 
to  the  atatement  of  one  of  bis  Colleagues, 
he  could  dress  up  a  statement  for  that 
House;  but  it  would  be  difficult  for  even 
bii  abdity  to  prove  that  just  which  he  bad 
shown  to  be  unjust.  The  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentletnan  appeared  to  contain 
the  pith  and  substance  of  all  the  argu- 
ments they  had  heard  during  the  late  de- 
bate, and  it  was  satisfactory  to  him  to  find 
that,  without  being  aware  of  it,  the  objec- 
tions he  had  offered  to  the  proposed  tax 
werefouikded  upon  grounds  ptecuely  simi- 
lai  to  those  that  bad  been  assumed  by  the 
right  bon.  Gentleman  in  1833,  The  book 
from  which  he  had  quoted  was  a  book 
called  Haruari's  Debated — a  book  cer- 
tainly very  familiar  to  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  ;  but  he  was  told,  that  in 
another  report  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's speech,  namely,  that  in  the  Mirrvr 
of  Par  lament,  epithets  still  stronger  were 
ascribed  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
There  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  made 
to  use  the  term  "  disgusting  inqaisition." 
Now,  supposing  the  tax  to  be  of  that  na- 
ture, bow  was  tba  second  part  of  the  pro- 
podtion  madeout--- that  the  circumstancei 
in  which  the  Oovemmeot  was  placed  were 
>p  extraordinary,  and  the  peril  so  great, 
aa  to  induce  Parliament  to  agree  to  the 
imposition  of  the  tax?  He  had  indeed 
heard  many  attempts  made  by  Member* 
of  the  Cabinet  to  paint  in  darker  colours 
the  sitnalion  and  prospects  of  the  country, 
and  to  represent  her  inability  to  meet  bee 
enemies  in  less  Favonrable  terms  than  he 
could  have  wished  to  hear.  Those  exprea- 
uons  had  indeed  awakened  the  indignation 
of  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Portsmouth,  but  he  thought  ibe^  bad 
eignaliy  failed  of  soccesS'  In  a  review  of 
ibe  state  of  the  country,  let  them  not  omit 
fram  tbeii  consideration  those  parts  of  the 
empire  which  they  were  accustomed  to 
regard  in  relation  to  its  domestic  and 
foreign  position.  Take  the  whole  United 
Kingdom.  England  and  Scotland  were  tran- 
quili  Ireland  waa  tranquil;  the  law  which  at 
present  prevailed  in  that  country  was  no  ex- 
ception at  law,  diSerent  from  that  of  the 
lest  of  the  kingdom.  Ireland  wag  under 
BO  insurrection  act,  no  coercion  act ;  and 
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tbe  dftilgan  of  1804  and  1806  bad  been 
encomptuing  us,  no  Minister  could  have 
painted  them  in  stronger  colours  than 
ihose  UKd  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
reference  to  the  war  with  Chins.  He  had 
no  luch  apprehensiooE  with  regard  to  that 
war  as  those  expressed  by  the  right  lion. 
Gentleman.  I[  wsi  a  war  thus  distin- 
guished from  othei  wars,  that  the  whole 
expense  was  contined  to  the  expense  of 
tbo  expedition  itself.  If  we  had  been  at 
war  with  one  of  the  great  powers  oF 
Europe,  or  with  the  United  States,  it 
would  huve  been  thought  necessary  to 
■ttengthen  our  colonial  possessions,  and  ao 
to  order  matteri,  that  neither  by  sea  nor 
land  should  the  enemy  gain  iidvantage 
over  us  there.  In  the  present  cs 
was  no  such  oecetsity.  Nobody  expected 
the  Emperor  of  China  to  capture  Jam 
or  to  attack  Gibraltar.  It  had  been 
there  was  no  prospect  of  peace,  but  he 
thought  the  reverse.  If  it  was  meant  that 
we  could  not  compel  the  Emperor  of  China 
to  sign  a  treaty  of  peace  with  this  country, 
acknowledging  our  Sovereign  as  an 
e<]ual  monarch,  there  might  be  some 
ground  for  the  assertion ;  but  there 
was  an  alternative.  But,  supposing 
that  not  to  be  the  case — supposing  that  it 
were  not  possible  without  incuriing  a  much 
greater  expeose  than  would  be  advisable, 
to  bring  the  Supreme  Court  of  China  to 
the  term*  which  England  would  dictate, 
even  then  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  Ibis 
country  to  hold  posaession  of  some  part  of 
the  Chinese  territory — of  the  iaiand  of 
Hong  Kong,  or  of  Chnsan,  or  of  some 
other  convenient  point  from  which  we 
might  carry  on  our  trade  more  securely 
than  we  had  done  of  late  years,  and  with- 
out the  danger  of  having  our  Superintend- 
ant  insulted  or  our  trade  suspended  at  the 
caprice  of  the  Chinese.  Tberefore,  with 
regard  to  China,  he  owned  he  could  not 
see  aoy  such  danger  or  ground  of  appre- 
hension as  seemed  to  influence  the  minds 
of  the  members  of  her  Majesty's  Govero- 
ineaL  That  was  his  opinion  of  the  gene- 
ral state  of  OUT  relations  with  China.  But 
Buppoiing  thai  he  were  mistaken— suppo- 
sing that  this  country  were  annually  com- 
pelled to  pay  a  suia  of  500,000i.  to  defray 
the  expense  of  an  expedition  against 
China  for  some  years  to  come,  even  that, 
in  his  estimation,  would  be  no  excuse  for 
the  imposition  of  an  Income-tax.  The 
aecoad  part  of  the  rjuestion,  upon  which 
he  appreljended  they  would  have  frequent 
opportunitiea  of  speaking  liercafter,  and 
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upoD  whieb,  tberefore,  be  iboald  DOt  en- 
large upon  the  present  occasion,  was  tha 
which  related  to  the  tariff.  He  had  no 
objection  to  the  principle  upon  which  the 
proposed  alterations  in  the  tariff  were 
founded,  for  he  was  one  of  those  who  ad- 
vised her  Majesty,  after  stating  to  Parlia- 
ment the  necessity  of  considering  some 
means  of  improving  the  revenue,  to  say 
in  the  speech  delivered  by  the  commission- 
ers, on  the  opening  of  Parliament  in  the 
August  of  last  year : — 

"  Iter  Majesty  i*  sniioui  tliat  tliis  object 
should  be  effected  id  the  mianer  least  burden- 
some to  htr  people,  and  it  has  appeared  tg  her 
Majesty,  after  full  deliberation,  that  you  may, 
at  this  juncture,  properly  direct  your  attention 
to  the  ref  iiion  or  duties  affecting  the  produc- 
tions of  foreign  counlries.  It  will  be  for  yon 
to  consider  whether  lume  of  these  duties  are 
not  so  trifling  in  amount  as  to  be  uopraductire 
to  the  revenue,  while  they  are  vexatious  to 
commerce.  You  may  fuither  examine  whether 
the  principle  of  protection,  upon  which  others 
of  these  duiie*  are  founded,  be  not  carried  to 
an  extent  injurious  alike  lo  the  income  of  tha 
State,  and  the  intereiti  of  the  people.  Her 
Majaity  is  desirous  ibal  jou  should  consider 
the  laws  which  regulate  the  trade  in  com.  It 
will  be  for  you  to  determine  whether  these 
laws  do  not  aggravate  the  natural  fluctuations 
of  supply,  whether  they  do  not  embarrass  trade, 
derange  currency,  and,  by  tbeir  operation,  di> 
minish  the  comfort  and  increase  tnc  privalioiu 
of  the  great  body  of  the  community." 

Having  given  that  advice  when  he  wai 
a  Minister  of  the  CrowQ,bs  coald  not  nov 
object  lo  ibfl  principles  upon  which  tba 
preseat  changes  in  the  tariff  were  pro- 
posed ;  but  be  begged  to  say,  with  regard 
to  those  changes  that  he  thought  it  woold 
have  been  far  easier  to  have  carried  them 
through  Parliament,  and  that  they  would 
have  produced  much  less  of  the  panic 
which  was  now  understood  to  prevail  in 
many  parts  of  the  country,  if  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Robert  Peel)  had  last 
year  stated  that  these  were  the  priociplea 
upon  which  he  proposed  to  undertake  the 
Government.  Differing  as  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  did  from  the  fate  Ministry  upon 
many  points  of  policy,  and  declaring  at 
he  did  tbat  they  were  unworthy  of  the  confi- 
dence of  the  House  of  Commons  and  of 
the  country,  it  would  still  have  been  com- 
petent to  him  to  have  stated  clearly  and 
explicitly  that  with  regard  to  (he  princi- 
ples upon  which  our  commercial  tariff  waa 
at  present  founded,  he  thought  there  were 
many  articles  upon  which  the  existing 
duty  might  be  reduced  to  a  mere  nomiaal  . 
'  amount,  and  that    there  were  other  u- 
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licles  in  reipect  to  which  the  principle 
of  protectioQ  vna  carried  lo  an  excesii*e 
and  prejudicial  extent.  Had  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  done  thi),  the  people  of  the 
country,  and  especially  the  farmera  of  the 
country,  who  liked  plain  dealin'  upon 
subjects  of  this  kind,  would  have  under- 
■tood  what  the  tight  hon.  Baronet  meant 
lo  do;  and  leeiag  that  both  the  great 
partiei  in  the  country,  and  the  leaders 
fenerally  on  both  sides  of  the  House, 
were  agreed  upon  these  great  principle*, 
they  would  have  had  time  and  have  taken 
■neans  to  consider  whether  they  would  not 
concur  in  those  principles  as  proposed 
either  by  the  one  party  or  the  other.  But, 
even  now,  when  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
adopted  these  principles,  it  appeared  to 
him  ihat  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  a 
hesitation  in  saying  that  which  wu  (he 
only  proper  thing  to  be  said  upon  the 
antgect.  He  had  always  said  that  the 
carrying  of  those  principles  into  execution 
might  at  the  first  moment  occasion  incon- 
venience, might  occasion  injury,  might 
occasion  loss  to  many  interests  directly 
involved  in  the  existing  system  ;  but  that 
that  injury  and  that  loss  would  be  repaid, 
aod  more  than  repaid,  by  the  future  and 
general  prosperity  of  the  country.  But 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  did  not  say  thti. 
He  was  continually  saying,  with  regard  to 
corn  and  to  articles  of  agricultural  produc- 
tion, that  the  alteration  in  the  tariff  was 
to  do  two  things.  Whenever  he  spoke  to 
the  country  generally  he  pointed  to  the 
revised  ts riff,  and  said,  "  This  will  dimi- 
nish the  cost  of  living — this  will  lessen  the 
cost  of  articles  of  subiislence,  and  thereby 
the  general  welfare  of  the  labouring  and 
middle  classes  will  be  improved" — liut 
when  the  right  hon.  Baronet  spoke  to  the 
producers  of  these  articles — when  he 
addressed  himself  to  the  farmers,  and  to 
persons  interested  in  agriculture,  he  said — 
"  Prices  will  not  be  dtmmislied — no  mate- 
rial alteration  will  take  place — yonr  pro- 
dace  will  be  of  the  same  value  in  the 
narket."  It  was  needless  lo  remark  that 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  in  making  these 
adverse  statements  ¥ias  placing  himself  in 
an  onlenablo  position,  Ai  a  matter  of 
arithmetic  it  was  plain  and  palpable,  that 
this,  which  wai  to  cost  less  to  the  coo- 
snmer,  conld  not  be  sold  at  the  same  price 
by  the  producer.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
could  not  by  possibility  achieve  the  two 
thinga  of  which  he  spoke.  He  might  ac- 
complish the  one,  or  he  might  accomplish 
the  other.   Bat  the  accompliabmeat  of  the 


two  being  impossible,  would  It  not  be 
much  more  frank  and  fair,  much  more 
like  plain  and  honest  dealing,  if  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  instead  of  shufBing  between 
the  two  great  interests  of  the  country, 
were  to  tell  them  boldly  and  candidly  what 
he  really  contemplated  as  the  result  of  his 
proposition?  If  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
adopted  sound  principles,  let  him  be  pre- 
pared to  avow  ihem.  Let  him  not  shrink 
from  the  truths— let  him  not  be  athamed 
to  own  Ihat  he  was  acting  upon  sound 
principles  of  trade  and  commerce;  upon 
principles  which  all  the  most  enlightened 
writers  upon  these  subjects  had  generally 
agreed,  and  which  he  (Sir  Robert  Peel) 
wonld  not  blush  to  own  nor  fear  to  defend, 
if  they  were  called  in  question.  For  hia 
pari,  when  these  questions  came  under 
discussion,  he  should  act  according  to  the 
principles  he  had  alwajs  professed.  He 
might  probably  think  that  with  respect  to 
certain  articles  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
proposed  to  take  off  the  protection  rather 
(00  suddenly;  with  respect  to  others,  he 
might  ihink  thai  ihe  principle  of  reduction 
was  nol  carried  far  enough;  but  generally, 
and  as  a  whole,  the  principle  which  per- 
vaded the  proposed  tariff  was  such  as  met 
with  his  approbation  and  would  receive 
his  support.  He  would  mention  one  in- 
stance, in  which  he  confessed  he  thought 
some  explanation  would  be  necessary. 
Hitherto  there  had  been  a  heavy  duty 
upon  the  importation  of  foreign  copper; 
but  ihe  smelling  of  foreign  copper  in  ihis 
country  was  not  forbidden.  The  conse- 
quence was,  that  very  considerable  quan* 
titles  of  foreign  copper  ore  had  been 
brought  here  for  the  purpose  of  smelting, 
and  the  persons  engaged  in  smelting  it 
had  afterwards  sold  that  copper  at  a  much 
tower  price  than  British  copper  in  foreign 
countries.  A  few  years  ago,  when  there 
was  great  activity  in  the  dock-yards  of  thii 
country  and  of'^FraDce,  he  remembered 
perfectly  well,  that  copper  went  from 
England  to  France  15  percent,  cheaper 
than  it  could  be  obtained  to  the  dock- 
yards of  this  country.  That  was  a  part 
of  the  absurdity  of  the  old  law.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  proposed,  and  very 
properly  proposed,  to  change  that  law. 
But  if  the  right  hon.  Baronet  proposed  to 
alter  the  restriction  which  had  hitherto 
affecled  the  importation  of  foreign  copper, 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  must  abandon  the 
argument  that  he  had  urged,  with  respect 
to  the  importation  of  foreign  sugar;  be- 
CauBo,  in  the  proposed  chaoge  with  respect 


y  Google 


.<*1 


/uome-/a«>r- 


{COMHONS} 


First  Reading. 


SS2 


to  copper,  the  right  hoR.  Baronet  was  Bomegroutid  of  bvout  iarupect  to  it.  In 
favouriog  the  minei  of  Cuba.  Mines  ,  hit  eBtimalion  then  could  not  be  a 
worked  by  slaves.  The  right  hoa.  Baronet  stronger  proof  that  this  woi  not  the  nio- 
would  be  giving  an  advantage  not  hitherto  |  ment  to  propose  such  a  tax.  Ttalte  fifky 
eojoyed  to  the  producers  of  copper  ore  ia  of  the  persons  who  declared  themselves  to 
a  colony  where  the  mines  were  worked  liy  j  be  geQerally  in  favour  of  an  Income-tax, 
slaves,  slaves  subjected  to  the  hardest  and  .  and  he  (Lord  John  Russell)  would  venture 
most  oppressive  kind  of  labour.  How  I  to  say  that  forty-nine  out  of  the  Gfty  would 
could  the  right  hon.  Baronet  reconcile  '  differ  as  to  the  mode  in  which  it  shoold  be 
these  iDcoasieienctes  in  his  proposition.  If  i  carried  into  execution.  No  stronger  proof 
the  principle  upon  which  he  proposed  lo  \  could  Ite  offered  to  show  that  this  waa  not 
act  in  respect  to  foreign  copper  were  right,  |  the  time  for  such  a  tax.  Let  the  bom  of 
then  why  did  he  not  stand  to  it  in  respect ,  absolute  necessity  arise,  and  the  coontry 
to  foreign  sugar.    The  two  cases  were  |  would  submit  to  the  imposition  witboat 


exactly  analogous;  then  why  apply 
differeut  principles  lo  thero.  With  respect 
to  the  tariff,  then,  all  that  he  would  now 
say  was,  that  whilst  he  approved  generally 
of  the  principles  upon  which  it  was  founded, 
he  hoped  that  in- some  respects  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  would  reconsider  it,  and 
that  Id  others  he  would  extend  and  en- 
large it.  He  had  stated  at  the  comtnence- 
ment  of  his  speech,  that  lie  had  now  no 
proposition  to  offer  to  the  House.  The 
question  with  respect  to  corn  and  some 
other  articles  had  already  been  decided  in 
diat  branch  of  the  Legislature.  Upon 
those  topics,  therefore,  he  should  now  be 
ailenl,  but  be  conceived  that  in  any  flew 
of  the  subject,  the  Income-tax  was  at  this 
moment  unnecessary;  and  that,  if  not 
based  on  the  ground  of  great  public  neces- 
sity, it  would  be  attended  with  all  the 
disadvantages  which  were  so  ably  pointed 
out  in  the  year  1833  by  the  present  Prime 
Minister  of  the  Crown,  In  hisopioion,  it 
would  lend  to  weaken  the  resources  of  the 
country  in  time  of  real  emergency  :  it 
would  teach  the  people,  at  a  time  when 
the  impost  was  not  imperatively  necessary, 
to  find  out  all  the  objections  to  which  it 
was  justly  liable,  and  would  lead  them  to 
resist  or  evade  it  in  the  hour  of  absolute 
emergency,  when  oo  other  resource  might 
be  left  to  the  Government,  He  could  con- 
ceive that  in  a  time  of  great  peril,  even 
though  the  people  might  see  their  way  to 
ao  evasion  of  the  tax,  yet  that  they  would 
bo  governed  by  too  much  of  public  spirit 
and  of  patriotism  lo  avail  themselves  of  it, 
and  would  consent  to  pay  to  the  very  last 
farthing  that  they  were  justly  chargeable. 
But  what  was  the  testimony  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  himself  to  the  feeling  of  the 
country  with  respect  to  the  Income-tax  at 
the  present  moment?  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  said,  that  although  he  thought  it 
generally  approved  of,  yet  that  every  class 
irjsbed  to  be  ueinpted  from  it,  or  to  lay 


raising  so  many  gronnda  of  exomption  or 
modification.  He  was  fully  persuaded 
that  there  were  other  sources  Iron  wbich 
the  present  wants  of  the  Exchequer  migbt 
be  supplied.  Looking  at  th«  taxes  which 
had  been  reduced  aince  the  year  1830,  he 
was  persuaded  that  there  were  ample 
means  of  replenishing  the  Exchequer  with- 
out having  recourse  to  this  unjust  aod 
inquisitorial  tax.  With  that  feeling  upon 
the  subject  he  should  conclude  by  moviog 
as  an  amendment  that  the  bill  be  read  a 
first  time  that  day  six  months. 

Sir  Robert  Peal:  The  noble  Lord  had 
felt  it  incombent  upon  him  in  the  discharge 
of  his  public  duty  to  take  the  veryunaaual 
couise  of  resisting  the  first  reading  of  the 
bill  which  he  had  brought  in,  in  con- 
formity with  the  resolutioo  of  the  House. 
The  chief  part  of  tbe  argument  upon 
which  the  noble  Lord  justified  that  onn- 
sual  course  of  proceeding  had  been  rather 
general— a  aort  of  ar<;ii>n«itt(m  ad  homi- 
nem,  addressed  personally  to  him ;  and  io 
which  the  noble  Lord  very  fairly  and  can> 
didly  said  that,  having  bad  some  difficulty 
in  discovering  any  valid  and  sufiicientiy 
satlsfaclory  arguments  against  this  bill,  he 
had  done  him  the  honour  of  referring  to  a 
speech  made  by  him  io  tbe  year  1833,  Ja 
which  he  found  the  arguments  againat  a 

Eroperty>tax  much  stronger  and  much 
elter  put  forward  than  any  that  he  had 
yet  heard.  He  confessed  that,  np  to  (hit 
period,  |fae  had  thought  that  all  the  argv* 
ments  aJdvanced  against  the  present  pro- 
posed Income-tax  were  exceedingly  weak 
and  inefficient,  and  he  did  not  think, 
when  the  clrcnmstaocea  under  which  the 
speech  of  1 833  was  made  were  considered, 
that  the  aobla  Lord  had  much  strengthened 
his  case  by  referring  to  what  ha  then  said. 
When  an  authority  was  quoted,  it  was 
always  of  great  importance  to  refer  to  tite 
period  and  to  the  circumstances  nnder 
which  that  luthwity  ipoke.     Wlwo  iw 
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•tated  h»  atroDg  objection  to  the  impoii- 
tioaofan  Income-tax  in  1633 — objection!, 
the  farce  of  which  he  felt  at  the  preaent  mo- 
BUDt — what,  at  that  time,  wai  the  6Daactal 
peaitioa  of  the  country?  According  to 
the  statement  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  there  wai  then  a  net  larplui 
of  l,600,000i.  Lord  Althorp  proposed  a 
eoMiderabla  reminioa  of  taxes  npoo  arli- 
ek*  of  coDntmptioD,  amonntin;;  to  a  lois  of 
nmivetatbe  extent  of  about  1,000,000/. 
Tbe  immediate  lots  to  the  revenue 
woald  be  greater ;  but  Lord  Althorp  cal- 
cnlatcd  upon  an  increaie  of  couaamption 
.which  would  make  up  a  part  of  the  de- 
Stnenaj,  and  that  the  total  lose  that  he 
wonld  BUitaiii  by  tbe  proposed  rednciion 
of  taxes  would  still  leave  him  a  net  sur- 

8I«  of  about  516,000/.  That  was  the 
nancial  position  of  the  country  when  he 
was  calted  upon  to  deliver  aa  opinion  upon 
a  pro)ected  tax  upon  property  end  income. 
Proposals  were  made  to  reduce  the  malt- 
tax,  tbe  honse-tax,  and  the  window-tax  ; 
ftod  it  was  proposed  to  impose  a  property- 
tax  by  way  of  commutation  for  the  houie- 
tax  and  tbe  window-tax.  He  decidedly 
objected  to  the  imposition  of  a  property- 
tax  to  effect  that  commutation.  And  even 
now,  if  tbe  Bichequer  were  in  possession 
of  a  sarplni  of  500,000/.,  and  a  proposi- 
tion were  made  to  reduce  (he  mslt-tax, 
dw  boose-tax,  and  the  window-tax,  and  to 
sabstitute  in  lieu  of  them  a  property-tsx, 
be  should  ofier  to  nch  a  proposition  the 
Moat  streouons  oppoaition.  He  stated  in 
1833,  that  the  bouse-taz  and  the  window- 
tax  partook  of  the  nalare  of  a  property- 
tKt.  *ad  that,  haviog  at  that  time  a  sar- 
plu  of  500,000/.,  he  would  not  consent 
to  tbe  impoeitioD  of  a  direct  property-tax 
— which  he  admitted  to  be  open  to  many 
ol:^tioi»— with  tbe  view  of  relieving  tbe 
coontrj  from  a  correepondiDg  amount  of 
ditrgo  upon  booses  and  windows.  What 
was  tbe  course  which  he  took  in  1833? 
Lord  Althorp  had  lost  the  malt-tax.  Lord 
Altborp  asked  what  course  he  thought 
Oi^t  to  be  parxued.    He  replied, 

■You  may  rely  upon  my  support  in  the 
m^ntenuice  of  the  jniblic  credit ;  and  if  you 
eoms  dowa  to  lescind  the  vote  by  whidi  you 
hne  but  half  ibe  malt-Ux,  jtm  dmj  depend 
Ofiuo^  my  nppott  in  utter  oblivion  of  all  pe- 
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H«  Mt  it  to  be  bit  doty,  under  any  cir- 


t»,  to  nRiotain  the  public  credit. 
Ho  aBCOrdingly  voted  with  Lord  Althorp 
fa  fMeiodmg  tbe  resolution  of  the  House 
miA  nipect  to  dw  ntlt-taxi  atid  amited 


him  to  the  utmost  of  his  power  in  uphold- 
ing tbe  public  credit.  And  he  begged  to 
tell  the  noble  Lord,  that  it  was  maioly  in 
consequence  of  the  assurance  bo  denved 
from  him  that  Lord  Altborp  took  the 
stroog  and  decided  measure  of  csllins 
upon  the  House  to  reicbd  the  vote  it  had 
previously  given  upon  the  subject  of  the 
malt-tax.  What  was  the  vote  in  reference 
to  a  property-tax  that  Lord  Althorp  at 
that  time  asked  him  to  join  him  upon  T  It 
was  proposed  to  take  off  part  of  the  mslt- 
lax  and  part  of  tbe  house-tax  and  window- 
tax.  Lord  Althorp  met  that  proposition 
by  another  proposition.  If  the  malt-tax, 
the  house-tax,  and  the  window-tax  were 
reduced,  this  was  the  way  in  which  Lord 
Altborp  proposed  to  make  up  thedeiicieocy 
that  would  be  occasioned  in  tbe  revenue- 
all  this,  be  it  observed,  was  in  a  time  of 
profound  peace,  and  when  tbe  only  ground 
for  the  propotitioo  was  one  of  financial 
emergency— this  was  ihe  way  in  which 
Lord  Althorp  proposed  to  proceed : — 

"  lliat  tbe  deficisnn  of  the  revenue  which 
would  be  occuioned  by  a  reduction  of  the 
:ax  on  malt  to  lOi.  a  quarter,  and  by  the  re- 
peal of  ibe  taxes  on  bouies  and  irindows, 
could  only  be  supplied  by  the  lubslitniion  of 
a  general  tax  on  property,  and  would  occasion 
sn  extcDiiTe  change  in  out  whole  financial 
tystein,  which  would  at  present  be  iaex- 
pedient. " 

Four  days  after  Lord  Althorp  mored 
that  amendment  he  gave  his  vote  in  favour 
of  Lord  Althorp's  proposition.  When  the 
noble  Lord  referred  to  bis  opinion,  with 
respect  to  Ireland,  he  had  done  him  an 
injustice  in  quoting  only  a  part  instead  of 
the  whole  of  tbe  opinion  be  had  expressed. 
He  was  williog  to  admit  that  Ireland  hod 
no  claim  to  an  exemption  from  a  property 
tax  to  which  England  and  Scotland  were 
subject ;  but  hit  reason  for  exempting  it 
now  was,  because  there  was  no  machinery 
in  Ireland,  by  which  such  a  tax  could  be 
collected.  He  proposed,  however,  to  raise 
a  corresponding  sum  by  an  additional 
amount  of  taxation  upon  stamps  and  spi- 
rits. From  those  sources,  the  latter  of 
which  partook  in  some  degree  of  tbe  nature 
of  a  property  tax,  he  calculated  upon 
obtaining  an  equivalent  for  a  general  pro- 
perty tax  in  Ireland.  When  the  noble 
Lord  charged  him  with  having  changed 
bis  opinions  upon  the  subject  of  the  pro- 
perly tax,  perhaps  it  would  have  been 
more  fair  if  he  haa  read  the  opinions  which 
be  expressed  on  the  occasion.  His  words 
were  theee : — 

"  Hs  repeated,  that  the  repeal  of  lbs  hr 
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of  the  mall  duty  carried  wilh  it  Ihe  repeal  of 
tbe  whole;  and  if  the  whole  duty  were  re- 
pealed, and  the  house  and  wiadov-tax  were 
repealed,  they  would  cot  be  able  to  satisfy  the 
public  creditor;  for  it  was  a  perfect  delusion 
to  suppose  that  the  deficiency  could  be  made 
lip  by  increased  consumption  and  by  a  reduc- 
tion of  expenditure.  The  only  alterQatire, 
then,  was  a  properiy<lax,  to  which  he  wai  de- 
cidedly opposed.  He  would  not  pledge  him- 
■elf  beyond  the  present  occasion  ;  but  he 
would  lay  thai,  in  the  pieseut  circumstances 
of  the  country,  and  at  the  present  period  of 
the  Session,  either  a  property  or  an  Income-tai 
vould  be  a  great  calatnity. "  • 

Those  were  the  opiniont  which  he  ex- 
pressed  in  1833,  admitting  tbe  inquisitorial 
charucler  of  the  tax,  and  objecting  to  it, 
by  vay  of  cotpmtitation  for  other  taxes, 
Bt  a  lime  when  there  was  a  cleat  sorplus 
of  1 ,500,000/.  in  the  Exchequer.  But  he 
asked  whether  the  condition  and  circutn- 
■tBDces  of  the  country  were  iiot  now  so  dif- 
ferent as  to  justify  him  in  taking  a  different 
view  ?  The  noble  Lord  laid,  that  the  In- 
come-tax was  one  that  woald  excite  dis- 
content, and  even  disgust  in  the  country, 
B>  soon  as  it  should  come  into  actual  ope- 
ration. He  admitted  that  it  was  not  likely 
to  be  popular.  But  if  he  were  to  encounter 
•0  much  of  disgust,  dissatisfaction,  and  un- 
popularity—if  he  were  to  be  met  by  all 
the  difBculliei  and  obstructions  which  the 
noble  Lord  had  pointed  out,  and  some  of 
which,  perhaps,  he  could  himself  foresee 
—what  reason  could  be  have  in  proposing 
a  measure  which  would  bring  these  con- 
sequences upon  his  head,  except  a  iirm 
belief  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
maintain  the  public  credit,  and  a  convic- 
tion that  that  credit  could  not  tn  any  way 
be  so  well  maintained,  or  in  a  way  so  little 
oppressive  to  the  country  generally  as  by 
a  property-tax.  The  noble  Lord  said,  that 
there  was  no  such  pressing  necessity  which 
warranted  the  imposition  of  a  property-tax. 
Why,  at  the  end  of  the  present  year  the 
dtliciency  upon  tfas  last  six  years  would 
not  be  less  than  10,000,000/.;  and  upon 
the  current  year,  ending  April,  1S43,  the 
deficiency,  exclusive  of  any  expenditure 
that  might  be  rendered  necessary  by  the 
course  of  events  in  India,  the  deficiency 
would  be  at  least  3,000,000^.  In  addi- 
tion to  that,  he  calculated  upon  a  loss  of 
1,200,000/.  from  the  reductions  proposed 
upon  the  tariff,  so  that  the  gross  deficit 
for  which  he  should  have  to  provide  would 
not  be  less  than  4,^00,000/.  After  all 
that  had  been  stated  in  the  course  of  the 
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long  and  protracted  debates  upon  tbe 
subject,  he  owned  he  could  not  see  bow 
he  was  to  raise  such  an  amount  of  revenue 
as  would  enable  him  to  meet  that  lar^ 
deficiency,  without  having  recourse  to  niGli 
a  tax  upnn  income  as  that  which  be  ngw 
proposed.  Considering  that  tbey  might 
confidently  expect  that  the  revival  of  trade 
and  additional  consumption  would  enable 
them  to  relieve  the  country  from  this  tax, 
he  thought  they  would  much  less  disturb 
the  industry  of  the  country  and  tbe  appli- 
cation of  capital,  b^  imposing  a  (ax  on 
property,  than  by  trymg  to  revive  the  taxes 
on  such  articles  as  salt,  malt,  and  leather 
which  would  have  to  be  paid  by  all  Iboae 
whose  condition  tbey  were  so  anxioui  to 
improve.  He  was  firmly  of  opinion  that 
he  was  consulting  tbe  interest  and  secu- 
rity of  those  who  owned  property,  by  tbe 
imposition  of  a  property-lax,  far  more  than 
he  would  have  done  bad  be  subjected  tbe 
great  masses  of  tbe  working  classes  to 
indirect  taxation.  Considering  tbe  maooer 
in  which  property  had  accumulated,  and 
considering  the  emergency  in  which  the 
country  was  placed,  he  fdl,  tbal  be  iraa 
perfectly  justified  in  the  proposal  which 
be  had  made  to  raise  adeficit  of  4,200,000/. 
from  tbe  incomes  of  the  landed  aristocracy, 
and  from  tbe  profits— for  where  no  proGu 
were  made  there  would  be  no  taxation— 
of  those  engaged  in  trades  and  profeuiont, 
and  be  felt  firmly  convinced  ^at  his 
proposal  was  not  only  consistent  with 
justice,  but  also  with  the  interests  of  those 
by  whom  property  was  poisetsed.  He 
believed,  that  among  tbe  consumers  there 
was  a  feeling  of  satisfaction  with  bis  mo. 
posals,  and  a  conviction  that  by  the  alter- 
Btions  proposed  in  the  tariff  tbey  would 
be  compensated  for  tbe  inconvenience  to 
which  the  tax  would  subject  them.  Not- 
withstanding the  opinion  which  he  for- 
merly expressed,  ana  which  he  still  retained 
— that,  with  a  surplus  of  1,500,000/.,  an 
Income-tax  would  be  moat  unjust;  and 
not  denying  its  inequality  or  its  inquisito- 
rial character — still,  from  the  result  of  the 
debates,  and  from  the  communicaiinu 
which  he  had  received  from  various  parti 
of  tbe  country,  he  was  confirmed  in  tbe 
strong  opinion  which  he  bad  previously 
entertained  when  be  opened  tlie  qoeition 
to  the  Honse — that  his  proposal  at  the 
present  emergency  was  both  called  for 
and  just.  He  had  not,  in  discussing  the 
question,  travelled  beyond  the  limiu  which 
the  noble  Lord  had  prescribed.  He  bad 
confined  hinHlf  to  luwensg  tk«  ipMcli 
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of  the  noble  Lord,  particnlarly  that  part 
of  it  having  «  personal  reference.  He 
tboueht  it  iDConvenieot  to  eater  upon  any 
discuitioii  at  the  preient  moment  in  re- 
■pect  to  the  tariff.  He  thought  he  should 
M  able  to  show,  when  the  proper  time 
came,  that  tbej  might  coofidently  rely  on 
a  rednclion  of  price  on  the  articles  of 
mbuitence,  and  that  that  reduction  could 
bo  made  consistently  vilh  the  promotion 
of  the  interests  of  the  producer  as  well  as 
of  the  consumer.  He  would,  however, 
take  the  ptesent  opportunity  of  stating, 
tbat  be  should  propose  two  modificationi 
in  the  measure,  for  the  purpose  of  reme- 
dying the  objections  made  iu  the  cour« 
of  the  debate.  One  was,  in  reference  to 
the  poiition  of  tenants  in  Scotland,  which 
bad  been  slated,  and  truly  stated,  to  be 
differiitg  from  the  position  of  tenants  in 
England.  The  teoant  in  Scotland  was 
not  snl^ect  to  any  payment  on  account  of 
tithes,  nor  was  be  aul^ect  to  any  of  those 
payments  which  in  England  ususlly  fell 
on  the  occupying  tenant,  but  which  in 
Scotland  were  borne  by  the  landlord; 
and  this  was  the  reason  why,  in  the  act  of 
1806,  a  distinction  was  made — apparently, 
bnl  not  in  reality— in  favour  of  the  occu- 
jmng  tenant  in  Scotland.  He  wished  to 
place  the  tenant  in  Scotland  on  the  same 
footing,  or  aa  nearly  as  it  was  possible  on 
the  same  footing,  in  this  respect,  as  the 
tenant  in  England.  If  the  Englisli  tenant 
occupies  land  tithe- free,  be  will  he  entitled 
to  a  deduction  of  one-eighth  from  the 
amonnt  of  assessment.  That  was  clearly 
a  deduction  to  which  the  tenant  in  Scot- 
land was  entitled.  Again,  supposing  the 
landlord  of  the  English  tenant  paid  the 
nsual  charges,  and  this  he  almost  univer- 
sally did,  the  tenant  in  tbat  case  would  be 
entitled  to  a  remission.  When  he  came 
to  eompute  the  amount  of  these  deductions, 
be  found  that  substantial  justice  would  be 
done  by  charging  the  Scottish  tenant  on 
about  one-third,  instead  of  one-half,  of  his 
not,  making  him  liable  for  2jd.  instead 
of  3d.  in  the  pound.  He  believed  tbat 
this  would  place  the  tenantry  in  the  two 
conntries  on  nearly  the  same  footing.  He 
thonght  it  better  to  do  this  than  to  call 
on  the  tenant  ia  Scotland  to  make  a  return 
of  the  amonnt  of  his  esempttone.  In 
regard  to  the  other  modification  which 
he  bad  made,  he  was  aware  that  one  great 
objection  to  the  tax  was  its  inquisitorial 
nature.  It  was  said,  and  sntd  with  great 
force,  that  it  was  unfair  to  subject  the 
tndtr,  vt  an;  other  penon  IwUe  to  con* 


tribution  under  schedule  D,  to  the  in- 
quisition established  by  the  act  of  1806; 
and  it  was  further  said,  and  no  doubt 
justly  enough,  thst  the  case  of  a  trader 
or  of  a  professional  man  differed  from 
that  of  the  landed  proprietor  or  of  the 
person  possessing  funded  property,  whose 
tucomes  were  generally  very  well  known. 
The  arrangement  which  he  proposed  to 
make  respecting  the  property  in  schedule 
D  was  to  leave  the  act  of  1806,  in  refer- 
ence to  this  point,  as  he  found  it — namely, 
to  permit  those  who  preferred  it  to  go 
before  a  local  commissioner,  appointed  by 

Earties  independent  of  the  Government; 
at  in  case  any  one  objected  to  go  before 
the  local  authority,  and  this  might  happen 
where  the  comroisiioner  was  a  competitor 
in  trade  or  a  rival  in  manufactures,  or 
where  the  disclosure  of  a  person's  income 
before  a  particular  commissioner  might  be 
prejudicial  or  vexatious — if,  then,  any 
person  objected  going  before  the  local 
commissioner,  it  was  proposed  to  give  the 
party  the  option  of  either  doing  so  or  of 
sending  a  return  of  his  income  to  a  sworn 
officer,  the  inspector  of  stamps.  He  pro- 
posed also  that  surcharges  should  be 
brought  before  that  officer,  with  an  appeal 
to  a  special  commissioner,  and  that  any 
person  should  have  the  option  of  dis- 
closing bis  aflfairs  to  a  special  com- 
missioner appointed  by  Government, 
with  the  same  power  as  the  other 
commissioners.  He  had  attempted  to 
reconcile  as  far  as  possible  these  two  ob- 
jects, the  impartial  and  just  imposition 
of  the  tax,  and  the  prevention  of  evasion 
and  fraud ;  he  souEQt  to  apply  u  remedy 
to  those  special  evils,  which  were  alleged 
to  arise  from  an  inquisitorial  examination 
of  the  concerns  of  the  trader  or  pro- 
fessional man.  He  hoped  that  he  had 
removed  at  least  some  part  of  the  objec- 
tion by  the  remedy  which  he  had  pro- 
posed. His  belief  was,  notwithstanding 
the  predictions  of  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  London  respecting  the  dis- 
gust with  which  the  tax  would  be  here* 
after  viewed,  and  the  unpopularity  which 
would  visit  those  who  had  proposed  it, 
— notntthstanding  this  prediction,  he 
must  say,  that  there  were  indications 
throughout  the  country  generally  of  a 
strong  prevalent  impression  that  the 
maintenance  of  public  credit  required  the 
adoption  by  Parliament  of  some  vigorous 
and  decisive  course — his  belief  was,  that 
among  those  parties  irtio  possessed  pn>>  - 
p«rty~ud  b«  ipoko  of  propor^  «■■ 
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tfulEsd  io  trad«  oi  niaiiiiftctncet,  as  well 
u  property  of  ft  moie  pennaDeat  cbuacter 
— unoog  well  peraons  be  believed  theie 
ms  a  itTODg  preniling  opinioD,  that  if 
tbey  wen  to  raise  4,200,000/.  for  the 
purpose  of  maintaioiDg  the  public  credit, 
It  wss  perfectly  coasisteDt  with  justice,  u 
trail  as  policy,  to  impose  the  baiden  on 
property,  rather  than  to  curtail  the  com- 
iwts  and  epjoyineiiti  of  those  who  cod- 
siitutod  the  great  mass  of  the  workiog 
classes.  He  would  not  enter  any  further 
iDto  the  discussion  of  this  sul^ect.  He 
did  Dot  know  whether  the  noble  Lord 
oiqwsile  would  fesl  it  his  duty  to  take  the 
senst  of  the  House  on  the  present  occa- 
sion or  on  the  second  reading.  If,  coq- 
sidericg  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  ihe 
discussion ,  the  season  of  the  year,  and  the 
imaenso  importance  to  the  trade  and 
manu&elures  of  the  country,  that  the 
sense  of  Parliament  shonld  be  ascertained 
and  the  question  settled — if  the  House, 
considering  all  these  things,  should  think 
it  adrisable  to  make  a  temporary  relsx- 
fttiou  of  those  rules  which  con6ned  their 
discussions  on  this  subject  to  two  days  in 
the  week,  he  would  willingly  propose  to 
devote  fflore  than  two  days  to  the  consi- 
deralion  of  Ihe  Income-tax  and  the  tanff. 
Hi.  VUlieri  said,  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  is  one  respect,  he  thought, 
made  one  of  the  most  imporunt  speeches 
which  he  bad  delivered  since  he  announced 
hi*  fioancial  scheme,  for  it  had  done  what 
his  former  speeches  had  left  uodoite,  in 
giving  the  country  some  insight  into  what 
were  his  general  views  and  intentiODS  with 
respect  to  the  peculiar  tax  which  he  was 
about  to  impose  on  the  country.  His 
scheme  had  been  so  ingeniously  contrived, 
and  his  speeches  so  cleverly  composed, 
that  up  to  this  momeut  he  had  flucceeded 
in  leaving  many,  and  particularly  those 
who  were  <^posed  to  him  in  doubt,  as  to 
the  course  they  should  pursue.  There 
were  many,  and  he  was  among  the  num- 
ber, wbo  were  far  from  satisfied  with  the 
justice  and  operation  of  our  present  system 
of  taxation ;  who  thought  it  was  oppres. 
sive  to  the  poor  and  partial  to  the  rich, 
and  who  were  strongly  in  favour  of  Uans- 
ferring  fmn  poverty  to  property  the  bur- 
dens of  the  Sute.  There  were  many 
who  saw  nothmg  to  approve  in  the  par- 
ticular purpose  of  this  tax  and  the  oc- 
castoa  salected  for  its  imposition,  but 
wbo  yet  bought  that  it  was  the  ncog' 
nitioa  of  a  sound  principle  as  r^arded 
td  (bat  it  veuld  bo  viae 


to  endure  its  iuconveniaDoe,  with  tb«  ▼■ 
ultimately  to  its  general  applicatioit ; 
ways  assuming,  however,  tut  this  waa  I 
view  takea  by  the  right  bon.  Baronet ;  a 
that,  alive  to  Ihe  evils  of  which  the;  co 
plained,  as  to  many  of  the  taxes,  iraa  i 
wanting  in  will  to  apply  the  remedy.  T 
speeeh  tbey  had  jost  heard,  bowovi 
will  dissipate  this  illusion  at  onoe,  ai 
aoligblea  the  country  as  to  tbo  rig 
faoD.  Gaotleman's  views  of  tbo  objt 
of  a  proparty-lax — for,  called  opon  t 
night  to  vindicate  his  consisteDCy  t 
opposing  a  property-tax  in  the  year  183 
the  right  boo.  Baioaet  candidly  UiU  • 
that  the  ground  of  his  opposition  then  wi 
one  that  oe  would  maintain  now  i  that 
property-tax  in  lieu  of  ihosa  indir« 
Uxes  which  existed  now,  of  which  tt 
people  complained,  was  one  which  A 
right  bon.  Baronet  would  join  any  part 
in  opposing.  No  man  shonld  be'  foun 
more  firm  in  opposing  any  snbstituto  fc 
the  duties  on  malt,  on  soap,  or  any  of  ibos 
indirect  taxes  which  now  existed:  an< 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  bad  distiootly  saiti 
that  all  which  he  proposed  the  Income 
tax  for  now,  was  as  one  meaus  of  main 
tainiog  the  puUic  credit,  as  a  means  o 
getting  mora  revenue,  and  with  no  inlen 
tion  of  ever  proposing  it  as  a  sufaetituu 
fnr  any  other  tax,  and  much  leas  tor  ao] 
indirect  tax  then  pressing  upon  the  peo- 
ple. This,  then,  was  candid  and  intel- 
ligible, though  calculated  a  little,  he 
.  thought,  to  iD&uance  that  impiessioa  to 
which  the  right  boo.  Bannet  lud  al- 
luded as  prevailbg  in  the  country  in 
favour  of  his  plan,  but  which  ha  (Mr. 
Villiers)  thought  had  been  [woduced  by 
the  vague,  uncertain,  and  iuconiistent 
things  which  had  hitherto  been  said  aiKMi 
this  subject  of  taxing  property,  and  which 
pervaded  every  ^leedi  tbe  House  had 
oeatd  from  the  tight  bon.  Baronet,  in 
which  he  seems  to  mark  out  the  riefa  as 
tbe  proper  objects  of  taxation,  snd  ex- 
presses sympathy  for  the  iiecesiitiM  of 
the  poor.  It  would  be  clear,  faowevar, 
hereafter,  that  this  is  a  lax  now  imposed 
not  in  lieu  of  any  other,  not  in  soy  spirit 
of  benefitting  the  poor,  but  in  aggrsntioo 
of  every  other,  and  because  other  aieses 
are  not  resorted  to  for  getting  the  money ) 
and  it  ought  to  settle  tboie  donbls 
now  doatine  about  on  this  side,  M  to 
whether  evil  shonld  not  be  <a|^iirtted 
that  good  might  ctma  ;  for,  cenaioly, 
nowf  the  ri^ht  bon,  fiaconet  bd  con- 
fimed  dw  TMw  vhich  ba  bad  ealertiksd 
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tnm  the  b^iaoing,  that  the  finaDcial 
difficalt;  which  it  was  intended  to  renioTe 
reiulied  firofn  the  commercial  and  fiDBOcUl 
ayatem  maintained  w  long  and  oppoaed 
■0  loi^  in  thi*  country,  and  that  thi* 
tax  waa  really  to  meet  for  iti  necea- 
aary  conaequencei.  It  was  that  pecu- 
liar Byatem  which  placed  the  people  of 
tfab  country  under  the  twofold  cootribu- 
tion  of  paying  tazea  to  the  State  and 
tun  to  particular  claiiefl,  which  had 
caused  onr  preient  ooodition ;  and  ai  one 
of  that  party,  who  had  long  (ince  depre- 
cated tbe  principle  and  predicted  the 
effeda  of  that  ayetem,  he  would  only  con- 
aeat  to  reliere  the  difficulty  by  removing 
its  cauMa  The  fact  was,  that  that  pecu- 
liar aystem  of  fiaance  which  made  the 
rerenne  dependent  upon  the  general  con- 
dition  of  the  people  was  now  hreakiog 
dowo,  and  ita  failure  waa  cauied  by  mo- 
nopoly in  their  food  aod  reatrainta  upon 
their  trade;  the  former,  in  esfaauatingmen's 
nieana  by  enhancing  the  coat  of  suh- 
aiitence,  and  the  Utter  by  narrowing  ibe 
field  for  employing  their  labour.  The  re- 
venoe  now  began  to  feel  its  effects,  and 
the  struggle  waa  really  between  the  means 
of  maioiaiDiog  public  credit  and  mainlaia- 
ing  monopoly.  The  loal  question  tbe  House 
had  to  examine  was,  whether  we  would 
uphold  public  credit  by  abolishing  mono- 
poly or  by  imposing  fiesb  taxes ;  and  be 
was  glad  to  think  that  this  year,  at  least, 
those  who  took  that  riew  of  the  influence 
of  monopoly  upon  revenue  were  spared 
the  trouble  of  proving  what  they  had  so 
often  said,  for  aa  a  foot  it  may  this  year 
be  nombond  with  thoaa  many  admissions 
on  which  die  tuMa  Lord,  the  Member  for 
North  Lancashire,  had  declared  there 
had  been  suoh  naaaimity.  Last  year  he 
was  lanntingly  asked  what  the  Corn-lawi 
had  to  do  with  the  budget,  and  when  he 
replied  that  they  were  not  only  a  heavy 
tax  imposed  upon  the  community  for  a 
cImb,  but  inasmuch  aa  tbe  article  c 
eisniliid  to  life,  tt  waa  the  first  tax  that 
people  bad  to  pay,  and  it  depended  upon 
iha  amount  of  it  what  waa  left  for  the 
State,  it  was  treated  as  a  vision  of  the 
free-trade  party^  and  one  of  courae  to 
be  neglected ;  this  year,  however,  we  hear 
of  the  influence  of  the  cost  of  living  upon 
tbe  value  of  an  income,  and  tbe  connection 
betwew  harfesta,  which  means  the  cheapo 
naaa  and  dearneas  of  food,  and  the  revenue 
dtrivcd  from  cnatonu,  ud  excase,  and  notF> 
wilbstaodiag  all  the  valgar  tirades  they 
haibsud  •gwoitcwuanetud  maouAMi- 


tares,  they  now  heard  of  solioilade  ex- 
pressed for  the  languor  of  commerce,  and 
the  importaace  admitted  of  easing  the 
springs  of  industry.  It  was  well  that 
it  should  be  so.  It  was  time  the  old 
note  should  be  changed;  but  tbe  thing 
that  the  House  had  now  to  see  was, 
that  these  admitted  truths  should  be 
acted  upon  sod  applied.  He  for  ooe  had 
yet  to  suspect  that  they  were  not  vary 
earnestly  entertained,  or  tliey  would  not, 
he  thought,  have  seen  such  a  Corn-bill  as 
had  been  passed — nor  have  had  such  a 
taxes  that  on  income  proposed,  noiwou  Id 
so  small  an  instalment  of  what  was  doe 
to  the  people  have  been  offered  as  in  tbe 
proposed  tariff.  And,  indeed,  he  thought 
it  incumbent  upon  those  who  bad  proposed 
this  tax  explicitly  to  declare  to  what  they 
ascribed  the  declining  tendency  of  oar  re- 
venue, what  they  thought  of  its  cause,  and 
its  character,  for  upon  that  turned  the  proa- 
pect  the  country  had  of  iu  duration,  and 
also  of  the  proportion  of  tbe  burden  not  be- 
ing increased.  For  it  was  not  because  it  waa 
a  direct  tax  that  he  opposed  it ;  that  was 
not  the  objection  that  be  had,  or  that  his 
conatiluents  had  to  it,  many  of  whom 
thought,  and  Justly,  as  he  considered,  that 
property  was  a  good  lest  or  evidence  of  a 
man's  abititv  to  contribute  to  the  State, 
and  he  had  received  a  memorial  fran 
those  politically  opposed  to  bira  to  this 
effect,  approving  of  the  principle  of  tbe 
tax  gvd  property-tax,  though  greatly  ob- 
jecting to  the  rude  and  reckless  manner 
in  which  it  was  |»oposed  to  be  applied — 
aasessing,  as  it  was  intended,  all  income 
without  reference  to  ita  origin,  or  its 
liability.  But  it  was  not  because  pro- 
perty was  directly  assessed  that  be  or 
they  objected  to  it ;  on  the  contrary, 
they  were  ready  for  the  application  of 
that  principle  when  an  equivident  advan- 
tage was  to  be  gained  by  it,  or  neces- 
sity required  iL  But  it  was  not  enough 
to  say,  in  the  present  sute  of  our  finances, 
that  the  defioiency  occurred  under  the 
late  Government,  ;and  that  the  supporters 
of  the  late  Government  could  not,  ther»> 
fore,  object  to  supply  the  deficiency  in 
the  way  proposed.  That  waa  not  the 
view  that  satisfied  those  who  stood  abof 
from  both  parties.  They  believed  all 
the  barm  that  Whigs  said  of  Tories,  or 
that  Tories  said  of  Whigs,  when  those 
charges  had  reference  to  matters  of  which 
they  had  no  other  cognizance ;  the  people 
were,  he  believed,  nearly  satisfied  as  to 
wiMt  chui  hire  »  Iqdc  had  ths  a 
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tnenl  of  thetr  affair*.  They  had  enqnired 
in  whoae  hands  the  Government  had  been 
placed,  that  hed  brought  ihem  to  their 
preaent  stale.  And,  ir  be  mistook  not,  her 
Majeatj'i  coromiiiioners,  on  the  hand- 
loom  weavers,  a  short  time  since,  satisfied 
that  question  in  their  report  upon  the  con- 
dition of  that  unrortunate  portion  of  our 
fellow-tnbjecta,  and  whose  state  tbej  were 
led  to  connect  with  the  operation  of  our 
commercial  laws,  and  the;  seemed  to  have 
been  led  into  a  reflection  upon  the  cha- 
racter of  the  L^islature  in  consequence, 
aod  they  reminded  those  wbo  ruled 
this  country  that  the  GoTernment  of 
this  country  dwelt  in  a  small  mi- 
nority of  the  commnnity,  who  occupied 
entirely  one  branch  of  ibe  Legislature,  and 
wbo  greatly  preponderated  in  the  other, 
and  whose  interests  were  entirely  iden- 
tified with  one  description  of  property,  and 
cautioned  them  on  toe  importance  of  their 
acts  being  above  the  suspicion  of  par- 
tiality, as  such  a  Qovernment  could  only 
rest  upon  public  opinion,  which  would  not 
■auction  legislation  observed  and  known 
to  produce  the  misery  and  8ufierin|i  of 
the  massesof  the  people.  This,  then,  was 
announced  on  authority  to  bo  the  real 
Ooremment  of  this  country,  and  ibe 
people  being  neither  Whig  nor  Tory, 
wen  disposed  to  think,  (hat  the  mo- 
nopolies springing  out  of  what  they 
termed  class  legislation,  had  so  far  ex- 
hausted the  means,  and  restricted  the 
energies  of  the  people,  as  to  be  answer- 
able for  the  declineof  this  great  industrial 
nation.  The  people,  too,  would  soon 
learn,  that  the  tax  now  proposed  to  be 
imposed  on  income  was  only  a  mode  of 
escaping  one  of  its  temporary,  but  neces- 
sary consequences  of  the  system.  The 
people  were  not  so  dull  and  not  so  easily 
deluded  as  hon.  Members  opposite  thought, 
when  they  supposed  that  they  believed  that 
this  tax  was  favourable  to  them,  because  it 
tpparentlv  fell  upon  those  above  them.  He 
had  beara  theopinions  of  many  of  them  on 
the  subject,  and  they  said,  "  We  shall 
take  DO  part  in  tbe  matter,  but  we  are  not 
deceived  by  tbe  notion,  that  so  far  as  we 
ire  dependent  on  tbe  capital  possessed  by 
those  above  us,  but  if  that  is  taxed  or  di- 
minisbed,  we  most  feel  it  in  tbedimiaished 
d«nand  for  our  labour,  bat  with  regard 
to  a  neatia  of  extending  our  political 
power  we  are  not  bhnd  to  the  effects  of 
malung  the  middle  daises  discontented. 
They  believed,  thorooghly,  that  the  re- 
WBrcw  of  tbii  connt^  have  been  wattad 


by  those  manopoliet,  and  those  argtt- 
menls  which  are  used  in  favour  of  part 
of  this  scheme,  when  the  importance  of 
reducing  the  cost  of  living  is  dwelt 
upon,  leaves  them  no  doubt  of  what  has 
hitherto  been  lost  to  this  country  by  that 
means.  This,  then,  being  the  case,  if 
permanent  improvement  is  intended,  why 
has  tbe  root  of  the  evil  not  been  avowed 
and  struck  at  ?  What  hope  was  there 
of  ever  discontinuing  thia  tax,  or  making 
the  others  productive  without  that  being 
done  ?  And  why  has  a  tax  been  resorted 
to,  which  of  all  others,  if  the  deficiency 
springs  from  the  poverty  of  the  people, 
must  a^p^vste  the  evil.  And  at  least, 
why  have  you  not  looked  round  to 
see  if  those  who  profit  by  those  mono* 
polies,  contribute  thair  due  and  fair  pro- 
portions to  tbe  State.  That  source  should 
at  least  have  been  exhausted  before  yon 
resort  to  a.  Ux  that  all  must  admit  is  op> 
pressive  to  men  in  trade,  and  unequal  to 
those  who  live  by  personal  exertion.  And 
is  there  not  yet  a  fund  antouched  in  thesa 
unequal  taxes?  It  was  but  a  few  weeks 
since  that  I  enumerated  myself  neariy  one 
million  that  had  been  taken  off  the  landed 
classes,  and  out  of  pure  favour  to 
tbem.  Has  any  body  denied  that  diej 
were  exemptions  favourable  to  that  in- 
terest, and  that  if  the  House  were  to 
re-irapose  them  under  the  preaent  io> 
creased  value  of  real  property,  they  might 
probably  yield  more  than  that  million  now? 
Has  any  satisfactory  reason  been  assigned 
for  that  duty  which  is  imposed  upon  the 
descent  to  personal  property,  not  attach- 
ing to  the  succesuon  of  freehold  properly. 
Some  subtlety  was  employed,  he  knew,  the 
other  night,  to  make  it  appear  that  some 
landed  property  was  assessed  for  this  pur- 
pose, but  could  any  man  doubt  that  a  very 
Urge  sum  might  be  annually  derived  from 
this  source ;  and  can  any  man  doubt  that 
it  is  foregone  meraly  to  favour  the  landed 
proprietors,  fiat  the  right  boo.  Baronet 
said  to-night,  that  in  spite  of  all  that  had 
been  said,  we  had  a  deficiency  to  make  up, 
and  that  there  was  no  certain  way  within 
his  knowledge,  but  that  of  taxing  the  in- 
come of  the  people.  But  the  right  bon. 
Baronet  precluded  himself  from  making 
that  statement  by  an  admission  thai  he 
made  himself,  though  not  called  upon  the 
other  night— the  right  hon.  Baronet  said 
what  of  course  is  true,  and  is  well  known, 
that  there  might  immediately  be  collected 
a  very  constderable  revenue  on  foreign 
•ugir,  now  almoit  probibiicd  by  lowetiDf 


yCaOO* 


!le 


005  lumi-la—  {AtkilIS}  Pint  B$adi)ig.  fiW 

they  had  lomethiDg  die,  they  bod  very 
great  influence  over  the  British  Gorero- 
ment,  they  altmys  have  had,  and  it  con- 
tititiea;  bow  then  caa  any  Govern* 
ment  better  secure  the  a^erence  of 
these  partisans  than  by  not  remoDstrating 
eSectively  with  these  slave  stale*  as  they 
nov  are  professing  to  intend  to  do?  The 
Weet-India  influence  may  and  will  depend 
probably  upon  their  not  doing  it.  Again, 
It  was  said  with  great  justice,  he  believed, 
tliat  if  those  countries  saw  that  sugar 
would  be  produced  by  free-labour  mora 
cheaply  than  by  slave-labour,  and  that 
our  markets  were  lupplied  by  those 
countries,  which  they  might  be,  m  which 
there  were  no  slaves,  it  would  be  moro 
likely  to  influence  those  countries  who,  it 
is  sud,  are  now  wavering  about  slavery, 
than  by  any  impotent  threat  or  feeble  le- 
monstrance  on  our  part  to  withdraw  our 
custom,  more  important  to  ourselves  than 
to  them.  Was  it  not  notorious  that  the 
sugar  grown  in  those  parts  of  the  world 
where  labour  is  free,  is  brought  to  the  Eu- 
ropean markets  as  cheaply  and  as  good  aa 
that  from  Brazils  There  is  the  sugar 
from  Manilla,  from  Java,  from  Slam,  firom 
Cochin  China,  all  produced  by  free-labour, 
all  supplisd  to  different  countries  at  one- 
half,  or  leas  than  one-half  of  the  price  of 
our  plantation  sugar.  You  say  uiat  we 
are  bound  by  treaties  with  Brazil,  not  t» 
let  in  th«  sugar  from  those  countries  on 
better  terms  than  it  is  introduced  from 
Bmsil.  But  that  is  the  reason  for  opening 
our  ports  to  all.  The  only  country  where 
there  is  a  chance  perhaps  of  getting 
any  terms  for  slaves  is  in  Brazil.  I 
know  in  that  country  there  are  districta, 
or  prorinces,  where  the  proprietors  ques- 
tion the  importance  to  themselves  of 
maintaining  slavery,  attended  as  it  is 
with  expense  and  insecurity.  But  they 
are  a  minority  in  the  legislature  of  that 
country,  and  if  you  succeed  in  mak- 
ing them  abolish  slavery,  you  cannot  let 
in  their  sugar  unless  you  get  the  peo- 
ple of  Cuba  to  do  the  same,  of  which, 
as  you  know,  there  is  not  the  remotest 
chance;  they  profit  too  much  by  it  from 
the  manner  in  which  the  slave-trade!  la 
cairied  on  ;  and  I  believe  that  by  treaty 
you  are  bound  not  to  show  &vDur  to  trade 
with  Brazil  more  than  you  do  to  Cuba. 
What  a  fancy,  then,  is  it  if  it  is  an  honest 
speculation  at  all,  that  by  refiisiog  to  al- 
low their  produce  to  come  out  of  the  ware- 
houses of  this  country,  (for  it  is  a  fact  that 
you  allow  it  to  come  into  the  country  and 
export  it  refined,  and  receive  payments 


tlM  duty  on  it;  this  hitherto  had  been 
met  by  the  taunt  that  this  was  one  of  the 
theoriea  of  the  political  economists,  of 
getting  revenue  by  reducing  duly.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  knows,  and  now  ad- 
mits, however,  that  it  is  the  fact,  and 
that  to-morrow,  if  he  chose,  the  coffers  of 
the  Treasury  might  be  replenigbed,  if  he 
would  suffer  the  people  to  consume  fo- 
reign sugar.  He  would  like  to  place  the 
necessity  and  the  policy  of  an  Income-tax, 
as  explsiaed  this  evening  before  the  coun- 
try, and  let  the  sensible  and  humane  people 
of  this  country  judge  fairiy  upon  this  issue, 
whelher  the  espectstion  of  preventiag 
slavery  in  a  foreign  country,  by  not  con- 
suming their  produce,  was  sufficiently  well 
grounded  to  warrant  the  poli  y  of  pre- 
cluding the  people  of  this  country  from 
the  advantage  of  a  cheap  necessary,  and 
for  imposing  a  fresh  and  heavy  bur- 
den upon  this  community.  He  bad 
seen  a  comment  upon  this  policy  in  a 
foreign  paper,  which  he  really  thought 
just,  and  ibey  called  it  the  laughable 
hypocrisy  of  the  English  ;  and  under  all 
circumstances  he  thought  the  description 
just,  for  few  people  believed  it  would  suc- 
ceed,and  most  people  believed  it  was  insin- 
cen.  Why,  if  there  was  any  sincerity  in 
this  talk  al>out  slavery,  the  real  sacrifice  to 
make  was  not  to  send  goods  to  a  slave 
producing  country ;  for  it  was  to  buy 
goods  that  sugar  was  produced.  It  was 
to  get  those  goods  that  men  were  retained 
in  slavery,  and  it  was  notorious  that  these 
ilave-holding  communities  was  now  be- 
coming some  of  our  best  markets ;  and 
that  if  they  were  to  refuse  our  goods, 
or  to  raise  these  duties  unfairly  against  us, 
we  should  be  more  disposed-  to  go  to  war 
with  them  on  that  account,  than  commend 
them  for  adopting  this  means  for  pre- 
venting slavery.  He,  however,  was  not 
indifi^nt  to  the  opinions  of  many  be- 
nevotent  men,  who  were  of  opinion  that 
dealing  with  slave  countries  was  a  means 
of  encouraging  slavery,  hut  he  knew  many, 
who  no  lass  benevolent,  no  less  zealous  or 
•ervtceable  in  that  cause,  were  of  opinion 
that  this  partial  restraint  on  the  trader 
with  such  countries  was  calculated  rather 
to  do  harm  than  good.  For  instance,  let 
ihem  see  how  this  policy  might  work 
kr  the  continuance  of  slavery.  What  did 
you  practically  tell  the  West-India  pro. 
prietary  ?  Why,  that  as  long  as  slavery 
continued  in  other  countries  their  monopoly 
was  safe.  Why,  then  they  had  a  strong 
Interest    in    jnaintaining   slavery; 


y  Google 


iMomt-lax^ 


for  othtt  muiubaureB  by  meaaa  of  other 
■lave produce  Mat  here  or  to  other  countries 
on  your  account),  that  you  can  abolish 
sUvery  in  those  couotrief,  aod  what  vast 
ncrifice  you  are  makiDg  for  this  purpose, 
at  M  times,  and  ia  particular  at  this 
morneot,  when  you  are  about  to  visit  the 
trading  classes  with  this  odious  asseasinent, 
sooner  tboo-get  revenue  without  the  ad- 
ditiou  but  by  the  remission  of  the  duty  on 
this  article.    He  really  should  wish  the 

JnesUon  to  be  rested  upon  this  issue; 
n  it  is  an  obvioua,  easy,  advantageous 
manner  of  supplyio^  the  revenue.  For 
tJie  purpose  oi  mamtaitiing  the  credit 
of  the  couDtry  immediately  there  were,  he 
believed  the  ready  meana  in  the  equslica- 
Uon  of  the  stamp  duties,  and  other  duties 
whicii  were  now  imposed  with  the  view  to 
&vour  the  landed  class,  and  by  the  reduc- 
tion (^  differential  duties  on  tropical  pro> 
duce,  for  what  be  said  of  sugar  ap|)lied  to 
all  difierential  duties,  which  implied  that 
the  same  article  was  brought  to  this  coun< 
tiy  at  difierent  prices  from  the  countries 
where  it  was  produced,  the  very  object  of 
which  was  to  preclude  the  conniDnity 
ftom  consuming  the  chewier  article,  but 
which  if  they  were  allowed  to  do  they 
would  consume  more  extensively,  and  the 
duty  being  collected  upon  the  whole 
amount,  wMild  add  to  the  revenue,  while 
it  lowered  the  cost  to  the  coosDma*.  Look- 
ing, then,  at  the  iwht  hon.  Baronet's 
whole  achsae  then,  be  oljieetad   to  the 
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peopled  manufacturinK  country  lilie  this, 


j-tu,  part<^  it_. 

called  toe,  ud  not  impoaed  with  the  admis- 
sioaofor  with  the  view  to  remove  the  real 
cause  of  the  dafidency,  and  tbercfbre  likely 
to  be  continiMd  beyond  the  time  now  in- 
tended. He  did  not,  however,  uadenate 
the  ^pertance  of  those  changea  in  our 
inretcbed  commercial  systen  which  were 
pn^osed  by  the  right  boa.  Baronet.  He 
tikea  the  disturbance  of  the  system,  and 
mected  that  it  would  lead  to  a  for  wider 
and  more  beneScial  change  than  was  yet 
iHN^iosed.  He,  for  one,  must  la^.  he  should 
like  10  aee  more  cbsnges  made  in  tbe  spirit 
in  which  tbe  timber  duties  were  altered ; 
that  was,  he  waa  satisfied,  a  very  beneficial 
change,  and  one  he  thought,  that  was 
owlerntted  at  present  in  the  country.  He 
did  not  speak  altogether  in  ignorance  on 
the  sabject,  for  be  had  once  called  the  at- 
tention of  tbe  House  to  this  matter,  and 
Upon  tb^occauon  he  had  made  a  very  full 
inquiry  into  the  ease,  and  be  waa  really 
surprised  to  find  the  extent  of  the  evil  pro- 
dnoed  by  tbe  timber  duties,  and  the 
vast  inyeirtittw  U  M  flld,  dtMcd*  dcntely- 


of  a  cheap  and  abunoant  supply  of  wood. 
Next  to  food,  be  really  believed  that 
there  was  not  one  thing  that  tJbe  dr- 
cumstancea  of  this  country  rendered  us  so 
necessarily  dependent  upon  other  coun- 
tries for,  and  ttiat  it  wm  such  an  object  to 
hare  in  abundance.  He  might  be  wrong, 
but  be  doubted  if  there  would  be  so 
great  a  sacrifice  of  revenue  as  people  ima- 
gined from  the  change,  for  this  same 
quantity  of  timber  which  used  to  ctnne 
From  Canada,  and  which  came  (though 
bad)  on  account  of  the  difirenttid  duty, 
will  now  come  from  tbe  Baltic,  and  pay 
25s.  iosiead  of  lOs.  There  would  be  then 
an  increase  of  duty  of  150  per  cent,  upon 
that  portion  of  tbe  timber ;  and  he  might 
mention  another  circti instance  that  he 
thought  would  secure  to  the  consumer  the 
full  advantage  of  the  remission  of  the  duty, 
which  some  ssid  they  would  not  have,  in 
consequence  of  the  price  rising  in  the 
Baltic  countries.  He  thought  this  rise 
would  not  occur  if  those  countries  had 
again  to  apprehend  the  competition  with 
Canada,  which,  with  the  duty  entirely  re- 
remitted  there  woold  be,  andhe  thought, 
therefore,  that  would  be  an  increased  sup- 
ply from  the  Baltic  witbont  addition  to 
the  price.  In  saying  this,  however,  with 
regard  to  the  advantage  of  the  remission 
of  the  duties  on  timber,  he  said  nothing 
in  favoDT  of  an  Income-ttx  proposed  un- 
der the  present  ctrcnmstances.  He  was 
speaking  of  the  change  in  a  commercial 
point  of  view,  and  be  should  say  gene- 
rally, that  if  a  temporary  defidency  of 
revenae  is  occasioned  by  making  some  be- 
neficial change  in  our  commercial  dealings 
vritb  other  conntries,  with  the  prospect  of 
recovering  the  loss  both  by  improted  com- 
merce and  in  revenue,  he  said  that  was  a 
case  in  which  a  loan  by  issue  of  Exche- 

3uer-billt  or  otherwise,  to  meet  that 
eficiency  would  be  jnstifiable,  provision 
being  made  npon  the  success  of  tiie  expe- 
riment for  the  reuayment  of  such  loan. 
He  did  not  think  loans  Jasttfisble  hi  time 
of  war,  where  the  money  was  certain  to  be 
never  recovered,  and  the  debt  was  ren- 
dered permanenL  Bnt  when  changes 
were  made  in  thn  spirit,  and  with  the  pnr- 
posa  of  the  reduction  now  proposed  in  tbe 
timber  duties,  the  country  would  justify  and 
approve  a  loan,  This,  however,  was  really 
the  only  case  that  be  knew  of  where  any 
great  sacrifice  of  revenue  was  expected  in 
this  tariff  for  acommerdal  purpose  or  with 
the  view  to  benefit  tbe  cooiuner ;  tbe  tuiff 
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is  laid  to  be  tbe  boon  in  retara  for  the  In  iB35-7 
tax,  yet  moit  of  the  tlteratioDS  in  tbe 
tariff  were,  ai  the  tight  bon.  Baronet  bad 
tsAd  the  Honu  to-night,  changes  from 
prohibition  dutiei  to  iboie  that  could  be 
eolkoted :  and,  in  fact,  the  tariff,  w  fai 
from  malting  a  aacrthce,  was  really  an 
apfdicatioD  of  that  principle  which  recog- 
niM«  tbe  rerenue  to  be  dependent  on  the 
eai;  acceu  of  the  coniumer  to  tbe  articles 
that  are  taxed,  and  which  ii  tbe  only  loand 
principle  to  apply  ea  long  as  we  continue 
the  present  system  of  indirect  uiation, 
and  while  taxes  fall  on  the  articles  that 
the  general  consumer  demands,  and  this 
wu  Uie  fault  that  he  had  to  find  with  the 
fcbeme  of  tbe  right  hon.  Baionel,  that  be 
did  not  carry  this  principle  out,  and  that 
by  this  tax  he  would  ereu  diminish  the 
id»ility  of  tbe  people  to  consume  those 
articles  on  which  the  revenue  depended. 
If  the  revenue  sinks  because  the  people 
are  poor,  the  ol^eot  sliould  have  been  to 
have  increased  theii  means,  not  to  have 
added  to  their  burdens.  They  would 
DOW  no  longer  deny  the  connection  be- 
tween the  cost  of-living  and  the  ability  to 
consume ;  it  had  not  been  recognised  cer- 
tainly in  tbe  Corn-bill,  but  it  was  their 
argument  in  support  of  tbe  tariff,  which 
made,  however,  tbe  anomaly  more  striking 
of  a  scheme  which  purports  to  relieve  the 
coniumer,  and  add  to  the  revenue,  and  yet 
does  nothing  to  rednce  tbe  price  of  (hat 
which  he  must  first  pay  for  and  consume, 
before  be  can  touch  any  other  article,  and 
where  the  connection  between  the  price  of 
com  and  the  amount  of  revenue  was  es- 
Ublished  beyond  a  doubt,  and  while  tbey 
were  seeking  to  supply  a  deficiency,  to 
do  nothing  to  cheapen  that  article,  the 
cheapness  of  which  seems  to  dalermine 
the  stale  of  the  revenue  I  He  believed 
that  he  could  demonstrate  that  by  an  ex- 
tract from  official  returns.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber then  read  the  following  document 
A  Compariton  between  Price  of  Wheat  and 
PndMe  of  Revemu,  ni  1835,  1836, 
and  1837 ;  contnuted  nith  1838,  1839, 
and  1840  :— 

I.  WHIAT   AVZaAGX. 

In  1835-7  the  avsrsge  of  tkie  three 

yeanwas  .  47t.lOd. 

1838.40  „  „  AT      2 

The  price  of  wheat,  therefore,  rose  4i 
par  cent,  dnring  the  last  three  years. 

II,  TOTAL   EtVKKUE. 

The  {loaa  levenne  of  the  United  King- 
don  aBNDtidr  in  tbt  ag|Kgale^— 


Ptrif  jRAidii^. 


DecresM  .  .  £011,000 
Tbe  population  increased  at  least  4  per 
cent,  between  these  tbree-^ear  periods. 
Had  the  revenue  increased  m  like  ratio, 
it  would  have  been,  in  the  last  three  years, 
166,205,000;.,  or  6,965,000/.  more  than 
it  was,  being  at  the  rata  of  2,321,000f. 
annnm  virtually  lower  than  in  tbe 
farmer  period. 

III.   CUSTOHB  ANO  EXCISE, 

The  gross  revenue  for  Customs  and  Ex- 
cise in  tbe  United  Kingdom  was, — 
In  1835-7         .         .         .  ili7,333/KK) 
183B-40        .         .         .     116,996,000 


Decrease  .  .  £337,000 
The  total  Excise  ditties  decreased,  in 
the  same  period,  from  47,117,000^  to 
46;610,000/.  Had  the  Excise  and  Cus. 
toms  revenue  increased  with  the  popula- 
tioD,!twould  have  produced  122,025,000/., 
or  4,692,0001.  more,  by  which  amount  it 
virtually  fell  in  the  latter  period. 

IT.   HALT,  BaiTISH   SPIRIT,  TEA   AND 
BUOAft  DUTIES. 

These  are  the  four  articles  which  pro- 
dnce  the  largest  revenne.  They  pro- 
duced,— 

In  1&35.7  ....  £S1,S30/N» 
1B38.40         .         .         .     49^9,000 


Decrease  .  .  £2,541,000 
That  ahowed  a  decicase  of  newly  5  per 
cent.  1  Had  these  dutiei  increased  with 
tbe  popnlation,  they  would  have  prodoced 
53,903,000/.,  or  4,614,0001.  more  than 
tbey  did,  being  a  viitnal  falling-off  of 
1,538,000/.  per  annum.  From  this,  then, 
he  deduced  the  fact  that  concurrently 
with  the  rise  in  the  price  of  wheat,  there 
bad  been  a  virtual  falling-off  in  tbe  n« 
venae  to  the  amount  of  2,331,000/.,  nearly 
the  same  amount  as  that  of  the  aeto^ 
deficiency  which  bod  occasioned  the 
Income-tax.  This  falling-off  of  menue 
had  taken  place,  notwithstanding  an 
increase  of  duty  paid  on  tbe  importa- 
tion of  foreign  com  to  the  amount  of 
1,477,000/.  during  the  last  three  over 
the  former  three  years;  and  above  one- 
•balf  tbe  falling-off  had  taken  place  on 
artidea  most  used  by  the  indnstrboa 
classes.  He  would  show  this  by  another 
paper.  The  hon.  Member  read  tbe  foU 
lowing  Tables  of  the  Separate  Iteau 
qwted  at>OTe  in  Qroii:— 
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I,   OBOBt  KETZHUK  OF    (TVITSS  KIKG< 
DOM  (ORDtNAHT). 

1835  £53,589,000    ].  1B3B  £52,979,000 

1836  54,973,000         1839     53,345,000 
183T      52,287,000    |    1840     52,916,000 


11.   OKO 

as  EXCISE  AND  CUSTOM*  RE> 

VENDE. 

CMtMUUld 

EldH. 

1835   . 

.  £15,229,351 

£38,378,000 

1836   . 

.      16,587,992 

40,747,000 

1837  . 

.      15,300,406 

38,203,000 

1833   . 

.      15,493,310 

38,714,000 

1839  . 

.     15,488,248 

38,996,000 

1840  , 

.     15,628,818 

39,286,000 

III.    MALT,  BRITISH  BPIKITS,  TEA   AMD 
SUGAR. 

1835  £lG,844/)00    I'   1838  £[6,658,000 

1836  18,366,000         1839     17,341,000 

1837  16,620,000    1    1840     16,390,000 
Here,  ib«ii,  it  was  established  thst  the 

revenue  of  this  country  was  necesiarily 
connected  with  the  cheapoess  and  abund- 
ance of  com— and  what  was  the  remedy  ? 
—to  secure  a  coastanl,  regular,  abundant 
supply,  with  the  view  to  plenty  and  cheap- 
nesa— thui  to  improve  tlie  ability  of  the 
consumer,  to  consume  the  articles  on  which 
you  expect  your  tax?  Do  the  Ministera 
come  forward  with  a  full  and  ample  ad- 
miasion  that  the  law  which  has  made  food 
dear  and  scarce,  and  has  given  monopoly 
in  other  articles  of  general  use,  was  at  the 
bottom  of  our  commercial  embarrassment 
and  financial  difficulties,  and  that  pre* 
paration  must  be  made  for  a  total  change 
of  a  system  n  fraught  with  evil,  and 
though  some  incoDvcnience  might  be  ex- 
pected at  first,  yet  that  a  permanent  advant- 
age being  in  view,  reason  and  good  sense 
called  for  the  endurance  of  the  evil  for  a 
while  t  No  such  thing.  They  brought 
forward  a  Corn-bill,  not  professing  in  re- 
lieve distress,  not  admitting  the  evil  it  had 
produced,  asserting  the  advantage  of  sncb 
a  law,  and  denying  the  injustice  of  our 
present  system  of  indirect  taxation,  pledg- 
ing themselres  lo  its  continuance,  and 
proposing  to  diminish  every  man's  means 
of  expenditure  by  a  certain  proportion 
that  taken  from  his  income,  with  the 
view,  aa  they  say,  of  maintaining  public 
credit,  call  upon  people  to  support  it,  be- 
cause it  is  a  tax  upon  property,  which  is  a 
just  tax.  Why  this  does  not  raise  any 
question  of  a  property-tax,  such  as  many 
men  would  wish  to  see,  and  that  many 
here  would  support  to-night— a  property- 
tax,  in  lieu  of  taxes  pressing  upon  indus- 
try, upon  the  poor  and  on  the  productive 
capital  of  the  conntry,  and  that  fairly 


placed  the  burdens  of  the  Slate  on  those 
best  able  to  bear  them.  The  present  was 
a  plan  for  providing  for  one  of  the  conse- 
quences of  a  constant  cause  of  evil,  there- 
by endeavouring  to  relieve  those  who  pro- 
fited by  the  system  of  their  only  difficulty 
in  its  continuance,  and  which,  while  itcon> 
tinned,  made  the  necessity  as  constant  for 
the  continuance,  if  not  augmentation  of 
this  tax  now  imposed,  in  addition  to 
every  other.  The  people  oF  this  coun- 
try are  now  increasing  ;  no  provision 
is  made  for  the  increase  of  the  food 
which  they  must  consume  ;  each  year  their 
difficulty  to  consume  other  articles  will 
increase,  and  by  the  imposition  of  this 
tax,  the  other  taxes  will  become  less 
productive.  The  people  wanted  more 
food,  more  trade,  and  fewer  taxes,  and 
what  has  been  done  for  them  ?  You  hav« 
preserved  a  Corn-bill,  which  will  make 
food  scaree ;  you  have  done  nothing  to 
eslend  trade  with  the  two  best  customen 
which  England  now  possesses,  namely, 
the  United  States,  and  Brazil.  You  re- 
fuse to  take  the  slave  produce  of  one,  and 
you  will  only  take  the  slate  produce  of  the 
other,  and  thus  you  leave  this  country 
seeking  fresh  markets  for  her  industry,  her 
people  unemployed,  without  any  improve- 
mentlof  her  foreign  trade ;  and  you  impose 
a  tax  on  income,  which  must  embarrass  the 
trade  at  borne.  He  said  this  to  show  that 
there  was  no  reason  for  any  man  to  expect 
any  immedialeadvaniage  from  this  change, 
which,  at  present,  he  could  look  at  as  lit- 
tle more  than  a  fanciful  disturbance  of  an 
old  system,  and  a  very  capricious  applica- 
tion of  a  better  principle ;  if  he  did  not 
despair  of  any  advantage  from  the  change, 
it  chiefly  arose  from  the  hope  that  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  would  see  the  import, 
ance  of  going  forward  and  making  such 
further  changes  next  year  which  he  had 
repudiated  this  year,  as  he  had  recognised 
principles  this  year  which  he  had  hitherto 
resisted. 

Mr.  Hartb/  said,  that  he  had  hoped  that 
the  House  would  have  come  to  an  early 
decision  upon  the  question  then  under 
consideration,  The  noble  Lord  had,  how- 
ever, thought  it  necessary  to  enter  gene- 
rally into  the  sut^ect  of  the  IncoraO'tax, 
and  all  the  points  incidentally  associated 
with  it,  and  thus  the  measure  had  been 
obstructed  in  its  progress.  He  would  ask 
hon.  Members  who  were  now  so  loud  in 
their  opposition  to  this  measure  of  the 
Government,  why  they  did  not  oppose  the  -. 
resolutions  when    they  were   first  pro- 
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Emaded  to  the  Houm  by  iha  tight  hon. 
Kronet?  On  the  fint  nighl  of  the  intro- 
ductioD  of  the  meaiure  aothing  was  ad- 
vaDced  against  it.  If  the  Income-tax  was 
■o  odioui,  uDJugt,  and  oppressive  as  was 
represented  b;  hon.  Members,  sucel;  the 
perspicacity  of  boo.  Gentlemen  ought  to 
hare  enabled  iheni  to  have  perceived  this 
immediately  aFter  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  developed  his  plan  to  (he  Hoiise.  But 
it  was  not  until  after  the  Opposition  saw 
that  the  country  was  disposed  to  adopt  ihe 
measure  of  the  Government — yes,  it  was 
not  until  they  saw  the  couoiry  disposed  to 
■upport  the  proposition  of  the  ligbt  hon. 
Baronet,  that  a  meeting  was  called  at  the 
Reform  Club,  with  a  vie.v  of  organiiing  a 
factious  opposition  to  the  bill — it  was  not 
until  then  that  hon.  Members  opposite 
rose,  one  a^er  another,  to  stigmatize  the 
proposal  of  an  Income-tax  as  a  most  mon- 
■trouB,  odious,  and  unjust  proposition. 
The  principal  object  which  hon.  Mem- 
bers appeared  anxious  to  demonstrate 
was,  tbal  the  litcome-tax  would  press 
heavily  upon  pariicular  classes,  upon 
those  who  came  within  schedule  D. 
What  tax,  he  would  ask,  was  not  unequal 
in  its  operation  ?  It  was  not  fair  that  this 
lax  in  particular  should  be  selected  and 
deaounced  on  the  ground  of  its  probable 
inequality.  All  other  taxes  were  open  to 
the  same  objection.  Look  at  Ihe  coodi- 
tioa  of  the  poor  man  with  regard  to  the 
lax  upon  an  article  of  almost  general 
consumption,  upon  what  might  aljo  be 
considered  ■  necessary  of  life;  he  alluded 
to  tea.  if  a  poor  man  paid  4s.  a  pound 
for  his  teat  2s.  of  that  was  duty.  lie 
therefore  was  taxed  with  respect  to  tea  to 
the  amount  of  100  per  cent.  The  rich 
maa,  who  paid  8s.  per  pound  for  the  same 
article,  paid  only  33  percent.  Here  was 
a  great  inequality.  Whiit  was  true  with 
respect  to  tea  was  equally  so  with  regard 
to  other  articles  of  subsistence  which  he 
could  mention.  It  did  certainly  appear 
strange  that  whilst  the  hon.  Member  op- 
posite objected  to  the  Income-lai,  be  at 
the  same  time  urged  upon  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  necessity  of  a  tax  upon  augar, 
with  the  view  of  increasing  the  revenue. 
It  had,  again,  been  said  that  the  Income- 
lax  would  be  inquisitorial  in  its  character. 
He  thought  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
had  satisfactorily  answered  that  objection. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  abjection  was 
well-founded.  If  a  man  made  an  honest 
return  of  his  income,  he  would  escape  all 
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the  inconveniences  of  the  inqniutorial 
nature  of  the  tax.  But  the  same  objec- 
tion might  be  urged  against  all  other 
taxes.  Any  person  by  paying  a  shilling 
could  go  to  Doclor'«-comraons,  and  Ibus 
acquaint  himself  with  the  private  affairs  of 
neighbour.  Again,  by  paying  the 
same  sum  any  one  might  go  to  the  regis- 
ter-office, and  inform  himself  of  Ihe  mode 
in  which  estates  had  been  conveyed.  Yet 
to  this  no  objection  had  been  urged. 
Hon.  Members,  and  particularly  tbe  hon. 
Member  for  Dungarvon,  bad  objected  to 
tbe  Income-tax  on  the  ground  of  the 
immorality  which  it  was  asserted  it  would 
give  rise  to.  Tbe  same  objection  was 
applicable  to  all  proceedings  in  law,  not 
only  in  this  Houie,  but  in  courts  of  jus- 
tice, and  in  cases  of  adjudication  between 
one  party  and  another.  Frauds  and  per- 
jury will  be  committed  under  circum- 
stances the  least  favourable  for  the  perpe- 
tration of  such  moral  offences.  Men,  to 
maintain  their  own  interest,  will  misrepre- 
sent the  facts  of  the  case.  Such  proceed- 
ings sre  of  frequent  occurrence  in  courtt 
of  taw,  where  the  evidence  of  the  parties 
themselves  is  admitted  as  is  provided  in 
all  tbe  acts  establishing  Courts,  in  the 
nature  of  Courts  of  Request.  They  could 
not  altogether  guard  against  the  com- 
mission of  immorality;  but  he  did  not 
think  tliat  the  Income-tax  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  more  immorality  vilh  refer- 
ence to  fraud  and  perjury  than  other 
proceedings  of  a  public  nature  were  liable 
to.  With  TefeTence  to  the  alleged  in- 
justice of  the  tax  with  regard  to  patlicu. 
lar  individuals  and  pariicular  interests,  he 
would  ask,  did  not  the  House  pass  private 
acts  of  Parliament  which  gave  rise  to 
complaints  of  injustice,  and  yet  law  afler 
law  of  the  same  character  was  constantly 
enacted?  He  did  not  think  that  the  House 
ought  to  consider  the  measure  on  such 
grounds.  It  should  be  recollected  that  a 
6nBncial  necessity  bad  arisen,  which  ren- 
dered the  adoption  of  an  Income-tax 
indispensable.  It  bad  been  maintained 
that  tbe  tax  was  a  war  tax,  and  ought 
only  to  be  had  recourse  to  under  such 
circumstances.  If  an  Income-tax  were  as 
cruel,  oppressive,  and  unjust  as  it  was 
represented  to  be,  then,  indeed,  it  would 
be  oppressive  and  cruel  to  add  such  a  tax 
to  the  calamities  of  war.  He  would  ra- 
ther sea  such  a  lax  adopted  in  a  time  of 
peace,  it  would  then  be  in  their  power 
10  see  how  the  tax  would  operate  with 
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reading  mu,  that  there  would  be  no  mora 
likel;  meatii  to  maiotaiD  peace  thaa  by 
■bowing  that  the  reionicet  of  the  country 
vere  amply  lufficientto  meet  any  Kruggle, 
wheiher  warlike  or  otherwiie,  which, 
under  certain  circumitances,  might  become 
necesiary  Id  the  aaterlion  of  our  power 
and  dignity,  and  by  ahowing,  further, 
that  the  mure  opulent  claaiea  were  willing 
to  refnio  from  throwing  hnrdena  npon 
ifae  poorer  and  industnous  clauei.  Upon 
these  grounds  ha  thould  not  by  hia  rote 
offer  any  oppoiition  to  the  firit  reading  of 
the  bill.  If  the  meaaure  wa>  amended  in 
the  manner  he  had  auggetted,  be  thould 
then  support  it ;  oiherwite  be  nould 
oppose  it  upon  the  third  taading. 

Mr.  Fox  Maule,  after  harinft  beard  the 
speech  of  bia  boo.  Friend  (Mr.  Riee),  maat 
say,  that  there  appeared  to  him  to  he  no 
neceasity  for  his  bon.  Friend  to  leaem  hu 
vote  to  the  third  reading  of  the  hill,  be- 
cause the  right  hoo.  Baronet  (Sir  Robert 
Peel)  had  already  distinctly  declared,  that 
he  would  not  make  those  modificationa 
which  his  bos.  Friend  required.  His  boo. 
Friend  might  as  well,  therefore,  vote  Bgsinat 
the  bill  now  as  on  the  third  readiog.  He 
was  aoxioua  to  say  a  few  words  belore  the 
question  should  be  put,  because  bia  course 
respecting  this  tax  bad  been  much  misre- 
presented. It  bad  been  stated  in  that 
House,  but  he  cuuld  not  find  upon  what 
authority,  that  in  having  trotea  in  the 
minoritv  for  postpooing  the  decision 
upon  the  resolutioDS  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  till  after  Easter,  he  liad  fc4- 
lowed  a  coune  founded  solely  upon  a  Ac- 
tions oppoMtion  to  her  Majesty's  Govem- 
meut.  Now,  he  would  appeal  to  the  re- 
collection of  the  right  bon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  and  to  the  House,  as  to  the 
coune  which  be  took  Upon  those  rewlu- 
tioDB.  He  stated  distinctly,  when  they 
were  first  brought  forward,  that  he  con- 
sidered sufflcieot  time  had  not  been  giren 
to  the  people  of  Scotland  to  consider  tbelr 
nature  and  bearing;  and  that,  in  voting  in 
the  minority,  it  was  bis  distinct  object  to 
gain  further  time  lo  enable  them  to  do  so. 
And  whea  he  was  taxed  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Liocoln  with  voting  for  delay, 
his  answer  was,  that  he  believed  that  that 
vnle  had  been  given  agreeably  to  die  opin* 
ions  and  wiahea  of  his  constituents  ;  that 
he  should  soon  meet  those  oonetiiuents, 
and  hear  from  them  whether  they  objected 
to  his  vote  or  not.  Now,  how  did  the  right 
bon.  Baronet  (Sir  J.  Graham)  deal  with 
and  tnm  about  those  aimple  nets?  The 
right  hoo.  Baronet  ttatvd  that  be  bad  »p- 


leipeel  toindividoBls,  and  ita  inequalities, 
if  there  were  any,  could  be  easily  obviated. 
It  was  not  juit  to  designate  it  a  war  tax. 
It  hsd  been  urged  that  the  right  hon.  Ba. 
ronet  had  brought  forward  his  measure 
with  the  view  of  benefitting  the  landeil 
interest.  He  thought  that  tbe  right  hoo. 
Baronet  had  adopted  a  strange  mode  of 
pleating  the  landed  interest,  by  propos- 
ing a  tax  which  they  conld  not  by  any 
pouibility  avoid.  Hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posiie  also  affirmed  that  the  measure  of 
the  Government  would  eventually  bring 
disgrace  and  discredit  npon  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  at  its  head.  He  should 
have  thought  that  such  a  consumma- 
tion was  tbe  very  thing  desired  by  hon. 
Members  opposite.  He  thought  (hat 
the  country  was  in  favour  of  the  mea- 
inre  of  the  Government.  He  had  pre- 
sented to  tbe  right  hon.  Baronet  a  me- 
morial, signed  by  all  the  respectsble 
inhabitsnls  of  Rochdale  and  its  neigh, 
bonrhood,  in  support  of  the  plan  of  the 
Government ;  and  in  that  petition  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  was  urged  to  go  on 
with  the  measnre,  as  the  meraorialists 
thought  that  it  would  not  only 
increase  the  revenue,  bnt  to  permanently 
benefit  all  the  intereais  of  the  country. 
As  he  thought  that  such  would  be  the 
effect  of  the  measure,  it  was  his  intention 
to  give  it  his  unqualified  support. 

Mr.  £.  if .  Alce  felt  it  his  duty  to  slate 
why,  after  tbe  vote  that  had  been  come 
to  npon  tbe  resolutions  previously  prO' 
peaed  by  the  noble  Lord,  the  Member  fo] 
the  city  of  London,  he  could  not  tbroti 
any  obslrnetion  in  tbe  way  of  the  first 
reading  of  the  bill.  He  did  not  hesitate 
to  tsy  tbat  ha  aboutd  touch  prefer  tbe 
then  measures  proposed  by  the  late  Go- 
vernment for  the  reduction  of  the  duties 
npon   corn,   sugar. 


and  timber,  to  the 
propoiiiions  of  tbe  right  bon.  Baronet. 
But  these  measures  had  been  rejected, 
and  the  allernntive  was  now,  wheiher  they 
■boald  have  recourse  to  direct  taxation,  or 
to  other  taxes  tbat  would  press  more 
heavily  upon  tbe  industry  of  the  country. 
He  objected  to  that  part  of  tbe  plan  which 
placed  the  tame  amount  of  tax  npon 
incomes  derived  from  trade  and  pro- 
feasions,  and  incomei  derived  from  real 
tttates;  and  if  tbe  right  lion.  Baronet  did 
not  amend  this  part  of  bit  proposal,  he 
should,  at  a  proper  time,  naroely^-on  the 
third  reading— ex  preia  his  opinions  upon 
the  subject.  Ai»Uiei  of  his  reasons  for 
not  offering  any  oppuition  to  the  first 
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peared  imOD^  fais  oonstitnenti,  and  had 
■oaoded  tham  upon  the  proprietjr  of  hold- 
itit^B  public  meeting.  Id  onler  to  diuuw 
tbe  niola  tions  of  the  Govern  nient ;  but  that 
be  had  been  induced  not  to  call  a  public 
meeting,  because  he  knew  that  if  be 
had  done  so,  those  rem) utions  would  hace 
been  approved  of;  and  therefore  he  left 
tha  town  and  those  whom  he  represented 
in  Parliamentwithout  having  the  courage  tn 
call  a  public  meeting  on  the  subject.  [Sir^. 
Graham  :  I  did  not  ga^  anything  about  it.] 
He  understood  tbe  rigfat  hon.  Baronet's 
words  to  convey  exactl7  that  meaning  to 
^e  House,  and  he  stated  at  the  time  tliat 
tbe  right  \uM.  Banoet  enttKljr  misrepre- 
■entea  hin.  Noiv  he  bad  since  found 
that  tbe  only  Bouree  whence  the  right  bou. 
Baronet  derived  hts  infbrBiation  waa  an 
anonymous  letter  in  a  newspaper.  Un 
comparing  that  letter  with  tbe  speech  of 
tbe  right  bon.  Baronet,  nn  one  could  be  at 
a  loM  to  see  that  the  rigfat  bon.  Baronet 
had  trusted  entirely  to  the  informatioti 
thera  giren.  He  wished  to  state  to  the 
Houw  that  he  never  went  among  his  con- 
■tttuaato  with  the  slightest  intention  to 
call  a  public  meeting ;  he  never  meant  to 
convene  a  meeting  on  the  subject.  But  be 
learoed  luffioent  while  among  his  cooeti- 
tueota  to  know  that  thoae  shopkeepers  and 
merchants  who  would  be  afiected  by  tbe 
bill  of  the  right  boo.  Baronet  (Sir  Robert 
Peel)  most  entirely  dimpprored  of  it. 
They  complaioed  of  its  inquisitorial  cha- 
racter, and  he  should  hare  to  say  a  few 
words  upon  that  point  presently.  They 
complained  of  its  injustice  and  inequality  ; 
and  not  one  of  those  with  whom  be  con- 
vened had  a  word  to  say  in  favour  of  an 
Income-t&x.  He  was  quite  ready  to  admit, 
that  io  the  town  of  Perth,  and  in  all  other 
towns,  there  was  a  class  of  persons  whom 
tbe  riglit  faon.  Baronet  had  captivated  by 
his  measures ;  and  no  doubt  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  obtained  their  approbation  to 
a  very  considerable  extent  But,  let  me 
tell  him  (continued  the  right  boo.  Gentle- 
man) that  the  dajr  may  cotne  when  he  may 
find  that  those  classes  on  whom  he  now 
trusts  for  the  support  «f  tins  measure,  will 
have  tbeir  eyes  opened,  and  the  veil  that  at 
present  obscnres  their  visioo  removed.  Let 
me  remind  him  that  not  many  weeks  since 
the  agricultural  interest  thought  they  could 
confide  in  bim  for  tbe  protection  of  their  io- 
lerests ;  butare  those  who  belong  to  the  agri- 
cultural interest  now  conliding  for  protec- 
tion intberigbthon. Baronet?  Iwitlnotuse 
a  bard  word  which  has  been  objected  to  in 


another  place,  but  I  will  cay,  that  the  right 
hen.  Baronet  has  disappointed  the  expecta- 
tions of  the  agricultural  interest,  that  the 
intry  has,  from  one  end  of  it  to  the 
er,  expressed  that  disappointment  at 
the  manner  in  which  he  has  treated  them 
by  the  measures  he  has  brought  forward. 
Let  me  warn  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  that 
although  he  may  experience  much  incos- 
Ttroience  from  this  discovery  on  the  part  of 
the  agricultural  interest,  yet  it  is  nothing 
to  that  which  he  and  the  country  will  ex- 
perience when  it  shall  be  the  case,  as  I 
think  it  will  be  soon,  that  the  masses  shall 
discover  that  this  imposition  of  an  Income- 
i,coupled  with  tbe  assertion  that  tbeywi 


discovery  will  be  dangerous,  twt  simply  to 
the  Government,  for  that  would  not  concern 
D  macb,  but  dangerous  to  tbe  statu, 
lity  and  peace  of  this  country.  My  opinioti 
'-,  that  it  is  utterly  impoesible  to  inUict 
tax  of  the  nature  of  this  tax  witliout, 
a  very  great  degree,  affecting  the  work' 
ing  classes.  Yuu  affect  all  who  have 
an  income  down  to  ISOL  a  year ;  and  in 
doing  so,  you  afifect  those  upon  whom  the 
'otking  Classen  depend  for  employment. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Knaresborougb  has 
stated  that  already,  in  anticipation  of  the 
effect  which  this  tax  would  have  upon 
commercial  transactions,  msnj  of  the  ma- 
lufacturers  in  the  north  of  England  hsve 
declared,  that  they  shall  be  compelled  to 
turn  away  a  great  number  of  their  wori;- 
.  I  have  no  doubt,  that  this  will  be 
case,  however  much  you  may  deceive 
the  working  classes  at  this  moment  by  per- 
suading them  DOW  to  come  to  your  aid  for 
the  purpose  of  upholding  this  tax.  You 
may  rely  upon  it,  that  when  they  shall  dis- 
cover  tliat  they  have  been  cheated  into 
giving  you  their  support,  the  reaction  will 
be  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  this  country. 
But  why  do  they  come  to  your  aid  }  wby 
do  these  working  classes  whom  you  inrite 
to  attend  public  meetings  to  consider  ifae 
Income-tax,  give  you  their  assistance; 
and  why  does  that  great  body  appear  at 
and  disturb  the  procndings  of*^  other  pub- 
lic meetings  called  to  consider  other  ques- 
tions—  the  Corn-laws,  and  the  various 
other  monopolies  in  this  country  ?  Why 
do  the  classes  I  have  named  do  this?  It 
is  that  they  may  get  tbe  blow  struck  at 
the  middle  classes  who,  they  imagine,  stand 
between  you  and  them  as  a  hindrance  to 
their  gaining  the  great  object  they  have 
long  teen  aiming  at— Uniremd  Suftwe. 
Z2  " 
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The  lower  classes  may  for  a  time  appear 
Mtisfied  ff!th  tbe  sclieme  of  the  right  huD. 
Baronet,  because  the  effect  of  it  will  be  to 
bring  iloiTD  the  middle  cla-sses  to  their  own 
level ;  but  the  result  will  be  the  iajury 
and  depression  of  both,  and  in  time  the 
combinution  of  boih  will  be  irresistible. 
He  thanked  his  noble  Friend  for  giring 
Lim  thi*  onportunity  of  recording  his  opin- 
ion ;  the  hon.  Member  further  said,  that 
opportunitv  had  not,  in  fact,  until  new 
been  afibraed,  and  although  it  had  been 
said,  that  the  course  was  unusual,  it  was 
to  be  recollected,  that  the  occasion  was,  at 
least,  as  unusual  as  the  course.  He  should 
fnve  his  rote  against  the  locnme-tax  upon 
the  veiY  grounds  stated  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  in  1833,  for  be  could  not  concur 
in  the  explanation  attempted  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  this  night,  that  his  words 
were  to  he  construed  with  reference  to  a 
conditional  Income-tax  in  times  not  at  all 
like  the  presenL  The  right  boo.  Baronet 
had  aiserted,  that 

"  The  effect  of  an  Income-tai  muil  be,  if  il 
were  properly  collected,  to  expose  men's  baii- 
neues  lo  a  rigorous  inquisition.  It  was  a  tax 
which  would  eoconrsge  immoralily,  fraud, 
and  perjury,  and  it  would  discourage  indui- 
try,  which,  in  a  coantrj  like  this,  was  highly 
inexpedient." 

Such  had  been  the  opinion  of  the  right 
hon.  Banmet  some  years  ago,  and  auch  was 
his  opinion  at  the  present  tnoment.  Upon 
that  plain  and  simple  ground,  he  ahould 
rest  and  record  his  vote,  and  it  was  a 
ground  which  the  country  would  under- 
stand more  clearly  from  the  distinct  terras 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  than  if  he  were 
to  talkfortnoDths,  The  right  hon.  Bamoet 
had  alleged,  that  he  was  supported  by  a 
great  many  commercial  bodies  tn  the  three 
kingdoms.  He  knew  onlv  of  one  com- 
commercial  body  which  baa  supported  the 
right  hon.  Baronet — the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  Glasgow,  He  bad  heard  this 
fact  with  some  suqirise,  because  not  more 
than  twelve  months  ago,  the  same  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  of  Glasgow  had  passed  a 
resolution  approving  of  the  resolution  of 
his  noble  Friend  (Lord  John  Russell)  for 
a  fixed  duty  on  corn.  Of  whom,  then, 
did  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Glasgow 
consist  ?  Of  about  400  individuals,  repre- 
sented by  thirty-six  directors,  of  whom 
six  retired  annually-  These  directors,  on 
their  onn  responsibility,  without  concert 
or  consultation,  passed  a  resolution  support- 
ing the  fitiaDCtal  measures  of  the  present 
Goremment.  Of  whom  did  these  directors 
consist?    The  great  majority  were  men 
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deeply  in volred  in  East  and  West  Indlao 
monopolies — men  whose  interest  It  was  to 
maintain  the  duty  on  sugar.  Therefore 
he  must  take  leave  to  doubt  the  impar- 
tiality of  the  decision  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Glasgow.  He  did  not  find 
that  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Edin. 
burgh  had  come  to  any  such  teeohition, 
and  some  other  bodies  of  the  same  kind 
bad  recorded  their  disapprobation  of  the 
scheme.  He  should  most  cheerfully  re- 
cord his  vote  against  the  first  reading  of 
the  bill,  because  he  was  satisfied  that  this 
was  not  a  season  for  imposing  a  tax  upon 
the  country,  which  ought  to  be  reserved 
for  a  greater  emergency,  and  becauH  ha 
was  convinced  also,  that  the  lower  orders 


interests  was  a  mere  delusion. 

Mr.  M.  Milnes  apprehended  that  Iha 
right  hoR.  Member  who  had  juit  sat  down 
was  the  only  man  in  ihe  House,  and  would 
be  the  only  man  in  the  country,  who  was 
not  convinced  by  the  explanation  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  with  respect  to  the 
passage  from  a  former  speech  which  bad 
been  read  by  the  noble  Lord  opposite 
(Lord  John  Russell.)  The  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  omitted  the  important  point  of  the 
altered  circumstances  of  the  times  out  of 
which  the  present  measure  in  fact  grew. 
As  Cicero  had  remarked  of  a  law  in  his 
time,  "  ut  uuiidioM  lex,  veruntatneit  habet 
exctaationem,  no*  tnim  vidtlur  hommii 
lex  ette  ud  ttrnporit."  This  Income- lax 
was  not  the  law  of  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, but  of  the  timea  upon  which  he  was 
thrown.  He  objected  to  the  practice  of 
raking  supposed  jewels  out  of  the  rubbish 
of  by-gone  debates:  mere  recrtmaiion 
could  ne*er  convince,  and  he  should  re- 
joice to  see  this  practice  disused  on  either 
side  of  the  House.  He  denied  that  the 
light  hon.  Baronet  had  uttered  one  word 
of  despair  or  even  of  despondency  when 
he  introduced  his  plan  ;  he  had  taken  a 
just  view  of  the  slate  of  the  country,  and 
had  wisely  adapted  bis  measures  to  the 
emergency,  but  he  had  never  uttered  a 
syllable  lo  unnerve  the  hand  or  dispirit 
the  heart  of  a  single  Englishman.  Allusion 
had  been  made  on  a  former  night  lo  the 
testamentary  disposition  of  the  late  Oo- 
veromenl,  and  it  reminded  him  of  the  will 
of  a  celebrated  literary  man,  who,  having 
three  sons,  left  to  one  of  them  hii  faith, 
to  another  his  patience,  and  to  the  third 
his  courage,  but  not  a  aingle  ahiHing  in 
money  lo  any  of  ibem.    So  ihe  late  Go- 
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verDment  at  its  decease  leFt  behind  them 
Dtaoy  virtues,  many  good  inientions,  but 
not  a  single  shilling  m  money.  Ai  Id  the 
lats  disaster  in  India,  he  hoped  that  no- 
thing would  be  said  or  done  at  present  to 
eipose  the  ciicuaisrances  which  led  to  it; 
for  if  [hey  were  iDJudiciously  disclosed, 
the  effect  might  be  to  derange,  confuse, 
and  complicate  our  diplomatic  relations 
with  some  of  the  great  powers  of  Europe; 
yet,  he  must  own,  that  to  him  the  troops 
on  the  west  of  the  Indus  were  as  much 
objects  of  public  interest  as  on  the  banics 
of  the  Douro  or  the  Garonne,  and  the  fleet 
in  the  Chinese  seas  as  the  fleet  in  the 
British  Channel.  In  reference  to  the  pre- 
tent  posture  of  the  country,  it  became 
the  Home  to  consider  what  was  the  con- 
dition of  our  connections  with  France  and 
America.  The  full  consequences  of  the 
unhappy  treaty  of  the  15th  of  July,  1840, 
were  only  now  beginning  to  make  them- 
■elvet  apparent.  The  anli-English  feel- 
ing in  France  was  rather  increasing  than 
diminishing;  France  looked  with  ruspi- 
cion  at  every  act  and  intention  of  this 
country,  and  seemed  almost  to  distrust  her 
honour.  Whatever  we  did  we  teemed  to 
be  inevitably  misunderstood.  Thus  situ- 
ated, it  became  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to 
talic  care  that  he  had  such  a  command  of 
the  purse  of  Great  Britain  as  would  enable 
him,  should  the  occasion  arise,  at  a  mo- 
ment's warning,  to  rouse  the  energiei  and 
apply  the  resources  of  the  empire.  He 
doubled  whether  he  should  have  risen  to- 
night, if  he  had  not  wished  to  eipress  hii 
unwilling  dissent  from  one  portion  of  the 
measure  before  the  House.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  given  such  a  large  exemption 
to  the  labouring  classes,  that  it  required 
more  than  all  the  ingenuity  of  his  oppo- 
Dents  to  pervert  and  misrepresent  his  in- 
tentions; but  what  he  wished  was,  that 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  should  afford  an 
exemption  to  the  labours  of  the  head  as 
well  as  to  thelabouraof  the  hand.  Trades 
and  prolessions  ought  not  to  be  taxed  in 
the  Hme  proportion  as  funded  and  landed 
piDperly,  and  he  thought  that  some  modi- 
ncation  might  yet  be  introduced  into  the 
bill  which  would  make  a  distinction  of  1 
or  I J  percent,  in  favour  of  skill,  learning, 
aud  intellect.  He  pleaded  for  lome  dis- 
linclion  between  labour  and  ease,  between 
tbe  fruits  of  toil  and  the  enjoyment  of 
superfluities.  But  whether  this  concession 
were  made  or  not,  he  was  well  per- 
waded  that  if  this  bill  were  passed,  the 


right  hon.  Baronet  would,  ere  long,  be  able. 
tu  come  down  to  the  House  and  declare) 
that  the  diflicullies  with  which  he  had 
contended  had  been  overcame,  and  that 
the  country  was  in  the  enviable  condition 
of  being  able  to  enjoy  peace,  if  Provi- 
dence so  granted,  or  to  undertake  war,  if 
forced  uponi  her,  and  to  accomplish  all 
the  great  objects  which  lay  within  the 
reach  of  this  great  country,  directed  by  a 
strong,  and  honest,  and  enlightened  admi- 
nistration. 

Mr.  Raikas  Currie :  I  ask  for  a  few  mo- 
ments  of  that  indulgence,  which  I  believe 
the  House  never  refuses  to  otie  who  ad. 
dresses  it  with  reluctance  and  with  sin- 
cerity. I  msy  be  supposed  to  address  it 
with  reluctance,  because  having  had  the 
honour  of  a  seat  here  for  five  years,  I  have 
scarcely  troubled  it  with  as  many  sen- 
tences ;  with  sincerity,  because  1  fear 
that  my  sentiments  will  find  little  accep- 
tation in  this  focus  of  party  spirit.  1  feel 
it  my  duty,  after  the  best  consideration  I 
can  give  the  lubject,  to  support  the  pro- 
positions of  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  I  am 
by  no  means  insensible  to  the  serious  ob- 
jections to  an  Income-tax  ;— I  am  by  no 
means  blind  to  the  defects  and  short 
comings  of  the  tariff;  but,  taking  the 
Government  propositions  as  a  whole  (and 
as  a  whole  I  think  we  are  called  on  lo 
consider  lliem),  they  appear  lo  me  bold, 
honeil,  comprehensive;  required  by  the 
circumstances  which  they  are  brought  for- 
ward to  meet ;  and,  at  all  events,  not  more 
objectionable  than  any  substitute  equally 
effective  which  could  be  carried  in  the  ex- 
isting constitution  of  Parliament.  I  ihinlc 
this  measure  a  bald  measure,  because,  in 
the  tariff  some  powerful  and  protected  in- 
terests are  boldly  dealt  with,  because  in 
the  diicharge  of  public  duty  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  braves  Ihe  odium  of  imposing  a 
lax  which,  whatever  it  may  seem  to  be  at 
present,  will  become  doubtless  peculiarly 
unpopular  with  that  middle  class  who 
form  the  hulk  of  your  consii'uencies;  its 
inquisitorial  attributes  will  secure  for  it 
their  extreme  aversion.  I  think  it  an 
honest  measure,  because,  while  we  im- 
pose no  direct  burden  on  the  working 
classes,  on  the  great  body  of  the  people, 
we  severely  tax  ourselves.  No  other  im- 
post would  hit  Ell  hard,  the  class  to  which 
I  belong.  You  tuke  3  per  rent  fiom 
funded  capital,  and  3  percent  from  pro- 
6ts — no  small  inroad,  let  me  tell  yon,  on 
a  large  commercial  and  banking  buiinew,  : 


y  Google 


6S3 


fycome'lax-^ 


{COMMONS} 


Firtt  Raading. 


684 


I  think  this  ii  a  comprebenBive  meuure, 
became,  while  you  lake  mooey  from  iVie 
public,  you  do  somethiDg  at  least,  come- 
thing  in  the  right  direction,  to  unfetter 
commerce,  and  to  inTigorate  and  expand 
trade,  the  BOurce  of  all  reTcnue.  I  be- 
lieve, that  ihoK  who  most  ittenuously 
oppose  the  meaiure,  acknowledge  [hat  it 
will  he  effectire  for  the  purpose  it  pro- 
fesses. But  then  it  is  not  required  by  ilie 
exigencies  of  the  public  service.  This,  in- 
deed, is  a  most  weighty  argumeut ;  for,  if 
this  be  true,  your  tai  is  downright  spolia- 
tion and  injustice.  I  cannot  come  to  this 
cDoclusioa.  When  I  see  our  expenditure 
annually  exceeding  our  iacome,  till  a  de- 
ficit of  ten  millions  stares  us  in  the  face — 
when  1  see  the  miserable  expedients  lu 
which  we  have  resorted — when  1  remember 
the  paramount  duty,  1  will  not  say  of  up- 
holding public  credit,  for  that  no  one  will 
deny,  but  of  placing  all  your  financial  provi- 
sions above  the  shadow  of  suspicion,  I  can- 
not lliink  that  you  have  made  too  great  an 
effort.  When  I  look  across  the  Ailaniic, 
and  see  the  shameless  course  which  men 
who  spring  from  our  race,  speak  our  laU' 
guage,  and  suppose  that  they  liave  im- 
proved on  our  instiluijons,  have  pursued. 
I  feel  more  than  ever  that  this  country  ii 
called  on  to  exercise  her  high  vocation  as 
a  teacher  of  all  nations,  and  that  the  best 
teacher  is  example.  Then  I  turn  from 
financial  to  political  considerations,  and  I 
confess  I  do  not  think  that  you  have  over- 
stated the  emergency.  Your  Indian  wars 
would  not  alarm  me  if  we  had  a  righteons 
cause:  but  based,  as  they  seem  to  me  to 
be,oo  the  most  horrible  injustice,  I  tremble 
at  the  wonderful  arrangement  of  retribu- 
tive justice  which  ail  history  shows  us  does 
overtake  the  proudest  and  the  mightiest, 
who  become  unprincipled  oppressors.  But 
there  is  enough  in  Europe  to  call  on  us  to 
set  our  house  in  order.  War  appears  to 
most  of  us  such  folly  and  such  monstrous 
wickedness,  that  we  can  hardly  conceive 
that  a  civilized  nation  would  wantonly  en- 
gage in  it ;  but  those  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  irritation  which  exisis  in  France, 
who  know  what  a  fearful  part  the  effects 
of  wounded  vanity  have  played  in  the 
drama  of  the  world,  may  well  wish  this 
country  to  he  prepared  for  all  contiLigen- 
cies.  Thus,  Sir,  for  the  maintenance  of 
credit,  for  the  maintenance  of  European 
peace,  for  the  vigorous  termioation  of  those 
struggles  in  which  you  are  unfortunately 
engaged,  I  believe  that  an  increase  of  re- 


venae  is  necessary— and  granting  this,  I 
own  I  have  listened  with  respect  and  at- 
tention to  the  Buhstitates  rather  hinted  at 
than  propounded  by  the  noble  Lord,  with* 
out  any  conviction  of  their  adequacy.  But, 
say  some  of  my  hon.  Friends  to  me,  will 
you  vote  for  an  Income-tsx  in  order  to 
maintain  abusesT  Will  you  lay  fresh 
burdens  on  the  people,  when  you  see  iJiat 
by  freeing  trade  and  maintaining  duties, 
not  for  purposes  of  protection,  bat  for 
purposes  of  revenue  only,  you  might  re- 
plenish the  Exchequer  and  absolutelY  re- 
lieve the  people  ?  I  reply  lo  them,  God 
forbid,  if  this  were  the  real  alternalive 
before  us;  but  while  I  cordially  acknow- 
ledge that  all  this  is  theoretically  possibl*, 
that  it  is  undoubtedly  the  course  of  ab- 
stract justice,  is  it  possible  at  the  present 
moment,  with  the  present  distribution  of 
political  leaders,  that  it  can  be  accomplirii- 
ed  by  any  man  with  the  inslTumenlalitin 
with  which  he  has  to  work  ?  There  seems 
to  me  a  strange  hiatui  in  all  Whig  argn- 
mentation  on  this  subject — you  con- 
veniently forget  that  the  instrunwol 
of  legislation  is  a  monopolist  Parlia- 
ment, the  legitimate  product  of  thai 
distribuiioti  of  political  power  on  which 
you  have  stamped  your  approbation. 
The  hon.  Member  continued  to  say,  that 
be  had  looked  forward  to  protecting  sod 
enlarging  the  suffrage  as  the  means  of 
righteous  legislation  when  he  first  came 
into  Parliament  in  1837.  How  had  hi* 
hopes  been  met  ?  By  a  manly  and  candid 
declaration  from  the  noble  Member  for 
London,  thai  the  Reform  Act,  advisedly 
and  with  premeditation,  gave  the  prepon- 
derance of  power  to  the  landowners  of  the 
kingdom,  and  that  if  any  changes  were  to 
be  made  in  it,  he  could  be  no  party  to 
them,  as  he  considered  the  measure  a  final 
settleuient  of  the  question.  But  then  all 
history  shows  that  no  dominant  class  ever 
vnluntarily  surrendered  that  which  they 
deemed  profitable  to  their  own  class- 
interests.  Thus  the  friends  of  liberal 
principles  and  of  free-trade  were  piscfd 
in  a  complete  dilemma.  After  four  years, 
not  very  well  spent,  the  noble  Lord  csmt 
forward  with  his  attack  apon  monopoly  in 
a  parliament  of  monopolists,  and  however 
chivaliout  his  self-devotion,  the  crusade 
was  hopeless.  He  repudiated  the  only 
agencies  which  could  win  the  victory,  and 
then  rushed  into  the  battle.  The  ooUe 
Lord,  in  his  lighter  moroeots,  was  wont 
to  smile  at  the  impracticabilities  ofipen-  c  by 
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Utiv«  radical*  and  abslract  politician!; 
men  who  would  be  great  slateainen  if 
the  world  were  a  chcsB-board  and  hu- 
man beinga  pawna,  and  all  ihii  might  be 
verj  jual,  but  did  (hey  e*er  undeitalce 
anything  more  visionary,  more  chioie- 
ricalf  One  of  bis  political  frieuds  had 
aaid  of  tbe  noble  Lord,  that  he  was  a 
man  ready,  at  6fe  minutes'  notice,  to  lake 
tbe  coininaDd  of  tha  Channel  fleet,  or  to 
build  St.  Peter's.  The  noble  Lord  under 
took— a  far  more  arduous  task— ^  build 
the  temple  of  free  trade  out  of  the  hewn 
■tones  of  monopoly ;  and  the  result 
waa  that  the  building  tumbled  down, 
and  the  noble  Lord  and  his  friends 
remained  strufgling  and  mulilated  uu- 
der  the  icafibldin^  and  fragmeatd.  Here 
wfl  are  a  belpleis,  hope  leu  opposi- 
tion ;  not  >o  for  want  of  leaders,  for  the 
noble  Lord  has  the  character  and  ability 
to  lead  any  party  and  lo  conduct  any  Go- 
vernment,—but  because  we  present  the 
miierable  speclacle  of  a  $oi-duiuit  popular 
party,  without  a  solitary  puff  of  papular 
aympRihy  to  fill  our  sails.  What,  ihen, 
remains  fbr  me,  who  most  sincerely  think 
that  free-trade,  the  gradual  abandonment, 
not  of  prohibition  only,  but  protection,  ii 
absolutely  euential  to  the  welfare  of  your 
papulation,  and,  tbererorsr  to  the  security 
of  property,  and  to  the  safety  of  the  state  ? 
What  ought  10  be  the  course  of  the  oppo- 
aitton  ?  I  will  tell  you  what  it  onghc  not 
to  be.  It  ought  not  to  give  a  factious  re- 
aiilance  to  measures  which  they  had  ad- 
vocated when  sitting  on  the  Ministerial 
aide  of  the  House,  How  could  Liberal 
Members  advance  their  views  ?  By  Whi^; 
instrumentality  f  He  thought  not.  Were 
they  to  organise  an  agitation  for  Universal 
Suffrage  f  He  was  not  prepared  to  do  so. 
How  [faeQ  was  the  chasm  to  be  bridged 
which  the  noble  Lord  had  created,  when 
he  slammed  the  door  of  the  constitution 
in  the  face  of  the  unrepresented?  What 
ahould  theydo?  They  ought  to  make  the 
beat  use  of  any  meainres  which  showed 
that  the  right  han.  Gentleman  opposite 
desired  to  do  justice  la  the  people. 
And  upon  all  these  measures  he  would 
take  toe  liberty  of  judging  for  him- 
■eir.  He  had  not  been  an  inattentive  ob- 
observer  of  what  had  taken  place  during 
tbe  last  five  years.  He  had  seen  the  right 
hoo.  Baronet  conduct  an  opposition  with 
great  ability,  and  he  believed,  on  the 
wbokt  with  fairness.  He  found  him  now 
chuged  by  bon.  Gentlemen  on  that  (the 


Opposition)  side  of  the  House  with  errors 
the  most  opposite,  and  labouring  under 
accusations  the  most  contradictory.  At 
one  time  it  was  said  that  he  had  betrayed 
the  aristocracy  ;  and,  at  another,  that  he 
bad  pleged  himself  to  uphold  all  mono- 
polies ;  and  we  looked  at  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
through  the  smoked  glass  of  faction,  and 
so  fancy  him  as  black  as  we  wish.  But 
the  light  hon.  Gentleman  two  years  ago, 
had  made  a  pregnant  declaration,  "  I 
consider  the  manufacturing  interests  of  the 
country  of  more  importance  to  you  the 
agricultural  inletest,  than  any  protecting 
law."  The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  said 
also,  "  !  will  never  be  a  Minister  to  carry 
out  other  men's  opinions."  Coupling, 
therefore,  these  two  opinions  together, 
he  (Mt.  Currie)  was  sanguine  enough  to 
see  in  them  the  germs  of  a  better  system. 
He  was  sanguine  enough  to  believe,  that 
through  his  instrumeutality,  if,  instead  of 
hounding  him  on  to  take  up  with  those 
who  were  ultra- protectionists,  they  (the 
Opposition)  pursued  an  impartial  course, 
viewing,  if  tdey  pleased,  his  proceedings 
with  suspicion,  but  still  doing  him  just- 
ice, they  would  gain  some  good.  He 
knew  of  no  other  agtncy  by  which  they 
could  do  justice  to  the  people.  He  told 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  that  he  must  do 
this  justice,  and  that  he  must  unfetter 
trade  —  that  the  days  of  legislation  for 
class  interests  were  numbered.  It  re~ 
mained  for  the  right  bon.  Gentleman  to 
choose  whether  justice  and  mercy  should 
issue  forth  in  peace  from  the  portals  of  our 
ancient  monarchy,  or  whether  they  should 
be  enthroned  hereafter,  at  some  doubtful, 
dtslani  period,  upon  the  wreck  of  all  our 
instilutiooi — under  those  institutions,  he 
confessed,  that  be  would  wish  to  live  and 
die.  He  would  say  to  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet in  the  words  which  he  himself  osed 
the  other  night.—"  Elevate  your  vision"— 
look  beyond  the  sordid  and  party  in- 
terests by  whkh  you  are  surrounded— 
look  forth  on  the  suffering,  starving, 
but  patient  millions.  In  an  old  and 
densely -peopled  country,  where  your 
chiefest  care  should  be  to  make  food 
cheap  and  plentiful,  your  party  desire  to 
maintain  arrangements  to  render  it  scarce 
and  dear.  You  cannot  be  the  dupe  of 
the  shallow  sophistry  to  which  you  some- 
times condescend  ;  follow  your  own 
free  will.  You  know — you  must  know 
— that  expanding  trade  offers   tb«  onljr,. 
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hope  for  the  existence  of  your  increas- 
ing populaiion,  and  for  the  safely  of  the 
state.  You  cannot  be  frightened  by  the 
childish  bugbear  of  oalional  dependence. 
You  know  that  this  country  never  can  be 
wholly  independent.  Yoa  know,  that 
while  casual  and  occasional  dependence  is 
a  perilous  thing,  full  of  danger  to^onr 
monetary  system,  constant  dependence  is 
the  handmaid  of  commerce,  and  the  only 
sure  ceontnt  of  peace.  If  you  say  that 
protection  is  a  political  and  social  question, 
you  cannot  forget  that  the  despair  of  alaiv- 
ing  millions  may  mei^e  all  politics  and  all 
society  in  one  OTerwhelroing  ruin.  You 
have  the  power  to  do  justice  to  all  classes. 
What  a  fearful  responsibility  that  fact 
announces  I  Will  you  not,  by  timely  con- 
cessions to  the  claims  of  justice  and  hu- 
manity, avert  that  fearful  union  of  the 
starving  workmen  and  their  ruined  mas- 
ters, when  they  shall  mei^  their  mutual 
animosities  in  one  fell  cry  for  vengeance, 
and  bury  you  and  your  monopolies  under 
the  ruins  of  the  coostitutioa?  He  would 
say  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman— and  he 
spoke  with  all  sincerity  and  respect — be 
would  say  to  him  once  more,  in  bis  own 
emphatic  language — "  Elevate  your  vi- 
sion " — look  forth  beyond  a  few  feverish 
evanescent  years,  beyond  the  tiny  scf  ment 
of  time  with  which  we  are  personalty  con- 
versant—when all  the  familiar  faces  which 
haunt  these  precincts  have  departed— 
when  every  pulse  which  beats  within  these 
walls  shall  have  ceased  for  ever — when 
my  name  and  the  names  of  nine-lenths  of 
those  who  hear  me  shall  he  utterly  for- 
goilen,  or  remembered  only  as  household 
words,  cherished  by  children  and  descend- 
ants— you  will  then  be  spoken  of — for  you 
there  is  no  oblivion— you  belong  to  his. 
lory.  You  will  be  spoken  of  as  an  astute 
and  able  Minister— as  a  statesman  fertile 
in  expedients — as  u  debater  perhaps  unri- 
valled— as  one  who  achieved  pre-eminence 
in  a  field  of  the  intensest  competition.  All 
this  your  enemies  and  detractors  must 
admit.  Will  you  not  claim  a  higher  and 
more  enduring  eulogy?  Will  you  not 
enter  among  a  far  scantier  and  more  glo- 
rious band,  among  those  master  spirits 
who  have  achieved  supreme  power,  and 
used  it  like  gods,  lo  do  justice  to  mankind 
—who  have  stamped  iheir  impress  on  the 
age  in  which  they  lived,  and  given  an  im- 
pulse, large,  continuous,  and  abiding,  to 
human  happiness  and  human  virtue?  You 
Hand  on  the  tofliest  summit  of  ambition ; 
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look  forth  from  that  diizy  height 
upon  Itie  millioos  of  this  mighty  empire 
on  that  multitude,  of  all  people,  naiioos, 
and  languages  will  not  your  heart  be 
stirred  within  you — will  you  not  acknow- 
ledge a  constraining  and  diviner  influence, 
enlightening  and  controlling  you,  like  the 
Chaldean  seer,  to  bless  and  not  to  curse 
them. 

Mr.  T.  Dunamfie  said,  that  if  hair  the 
compliments  which  had  been  just  paid  to 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  and  the  Geatlemen 
opposite  wore  true,  every  one  in  that  House 
who  had  heard  them,  and  erery  one  out  of 
it  who  read  them,  must  be  satisfied  that  the 
nation  at  the  present  moment  was  the  most 
favoured  nation  on  the  face  of  the  earth- 
that  we  had  arrived  at  that  point  at  which 
our  political  millennium  was  certain,  and 
that  we  ought  to  bless  the  hour,  and  praise 
the  day,  when  we  saw  the  finances  of  the 
country  reffulated  by  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net the  Member  for  Tarn  worth —when  wa 
saw  the  forces  paid  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Kent— and  when 
we  saw  the  magistrates  appointed  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  (Sir  James  Gra- 
ham), the  Member  for  the  great,  and  inde- 
pendent,  and   numerous  constituency    of 
Dorchester.     These  were,  indeed,  days  in 
which  we  ought  to  fall  down    upon  our 
knees  and  worship  these  gods  upon  earth. 
The  hon.   Gentleman    hiid    talked  about 
living  and  dying  under  the  institutions  of 
the  country  ;    he  would  he  the  last  indi- 
vidual who  would  wish  to  prevent  his  hon. 
Friend's  living  and  dying  under  any  insti- 
tutions he  might  think  proper.    He  hoped 
that  he  would  long  tire,  that  the  day  of 
his  death  would  be  longdeferred,  and  that, 
at  any  rate,  it  would  not  take  place  during 
the  existence  of  the  Income-tax,  or  of  ilie 
Government  that  now  oppressed  the  coun- 
try.    He  difiered,  however,  from  the  hon. 
Gentleman  in  the  opinion  ho  entertained 
of  this  measure.      The  hon.    Gentleman 
said  it  was  a  comprehensive,  a  hold,  and  an 
honest  measure.      He  admitted,  indeed, 
that  it  was  a  comprehensive  measure,  for 
he  believed  it  was  a  measure  that  woold 
entail  universal  distress  and  every  sort  of 
hardship  upon  the  country.     But  he  de* 
nied  that  it  was  a  bold  measure  or  en  ho- 
nest   measure.      The    hon.    Member  fat 
Ponteftact  (Mr.    Monckton   Milnes)  had 
said  that  nothing  hut  a  strong  GorenmieDt 
could  hare  proposed  such  a  measure.    He 
agreed  with  him  that  nothing  but  a  stroOg 
(niverameoi  could  have  ventured  upra  k'C  b' 
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mwBUte  so  obnosiouB,  bo  diaffustingi  and 
to  repngnant  to  tbe  feeliDgs  of  ibe  coDotrj, 
They  were  a  strong  GoveroineDt ;  but  id 
what  couaiated  their  atrength  ?  They  were 
strong  in  aambers  here,  but  were  tbey 
atroog  in  the  public  confidence  f  He  knew 
that  tbe  ri^t  hon.  Baronet  waa  Bupporled 
by  ■  majonty,  who  avowed  tbat  no  amount 
of  political  inconaistency  should  prevent 
their  adherion,  wbo  declared  that  there 
was  no  profundity  of  political  dirt  they 
would  not  submit  to  be  dragged  through 
to  support  the  right  hoo.  Baronet ; 
and  then  they  told  htm  that  thia  waa  a 
strong  Government,  The  hon.  Member 
for  Pontefract  said,  that  he  would  like  to 
•ee  a  dissolution  at  that  moment ;  so 
ahould  be.  He  should  like  to  see  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  taking  the  sense  of  tbe  coun- 
try upon  this  question  by  a  diesolution  of 
Parliament.  The  right  hon.  Baronet,  how- 
OTer,  was  too  good  ajudge  to  appeal  to  the 
people.  Restricted  as  tbe  franchise  was, 
he  oare  not  appeal  to  the  people.  With 
regard  to   the  qoestion  itself,   the  chief 

EDmt  in  the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord  near 
im  (Lord  John  Russell)  had  not  been 
answered.  Tbe  whole  measure  had  been 
declared  to  be  a  ju^Ie,  and  the  noble  Lord 
asked,  what  bad  been  often  asked  be- 
fore in  debates  of  that  House,  "  whom  the 
measure  was  to  benefit?"  For  they  had 
heard  mucb  of  the  benefit  it  would  afford 
to  tbe  working  classet.  Directly  any  hon. 
Member  on  that  (the  Opposition)  tide  of 
the  House  coro^amed  that  (be  Gorero- 
ment  were  pickioe  their  pockets  by  an 
Income-tax,  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  got 
np  and  said,  that  with  the  other  bond 
at  all  events,  tbe  right  hon.  Baronet 
presented  tbe  people  with  a  great  quan- 
tity of  beef,  mutton,  and  other  articles,  so 
tbat  the  cost  of  living  will  be  bo  cheap, 
that  what  was  taken  out  of  the  pocket 
would  not  be  felt.  These  allusimiB,  how- 
erer,  created  great  uneasinesa  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  and  up  would  set  some 
greasy  graaier,  and  assure  bis  agricultural 
irienas  tbat  there  would  not  be  tbe  slight- 
est danger — tbat  there  would  be  no  cattle 
and  no  sheep  imported,  and  not  a  foreign 
beast  woold  appear  to  alarm  the  English 
agricnllnriBt,  The  same  arguments  were 
repeated  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Dur- 
hwn  (Mr.  Liddell),  who  aaid  that  a 
large  supply  of  homed  cattle  was  per- 
ftt^y  visionary  J  tbat  he  agreed  with 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  in  opinion  tbat 
the  alarm  waa  wholly  unfounded,  that  tbe 
demand  from  France  was  far  beyond  tbe 
supply.  Aodtbeboo,  Member  agreed  also 


with  the  right  lion.  Baronet  in  thinking 
that  there  would  be  no  beef  and  no  mutton; 
and  that  if  the  cornucopia,  of  which  hon. 
Memben  were  ^iwd,  existed,  be  could  not 
God  it.  Then  came  the  noble  Lord  tbe 
Secretarv  for  Ireland,  and  he  repeated 
nearly  the  aame  words.  Now,  what  did 
all  thia  mean  ?  Who  was  right  and  who 
was  wrong  ?  He  aaid  it  was  a  jnggle  be- 
tween  them,  and  the  longer  the  debate 
continued  the  more  perfectly  would  tba 
film  be  removed  from  the  eyes  of  the  peo- 
ple. To  the  House  of  Commons  the  Go- 
vernment aaid,  that  they  would  obtain  the 
tariff  only  at  the  price  of  tbe  Income-tai, 
and  to  the  working  classes  they  said,  that 
they  were  free  from  the  Income-tax,  but 
they  must  pay  for  their  freedom  by 
the  distress  they  would  experience  from 
the  tariff.  They  would  not,  however,  be 
aUe  long  to  hold  out  this  delosion  to  the 
working  daises  of  tbe  country,  who  were 
beginning  to  see  that  the  Income-tax  would 
be  the  cause  of  that  distress  which  would 
send  thousands  upon  thousands  to  tbe 
workhouse.  Let  them  look  at  the  tradea 
which  would  be  flung  out  of  employment 
by  the  tariff.  Let  tbem  take  tbe  leather 
trade  aa  an  example.  There  were  in  the 
metropolis  30,000  femilies  dependent  upon 
the  boot  and  shoe  making  and  the  leatner 
trade  of  thia  country;  and  the  tariff  re- 
duced the  duty  to  such  an  extent,  tbat  it 
would  be  imposrible  for  the  English  work- 
men to  compete  with  foreigners ;  and  they 
said,  and  said  rightly,  "  If  you  remove  tbe 
protection  from  ua,  remove  alao  tbe  protec- 
tion granted  to  the  sgriculturiata,  and  re- 
lieve ua  from  tbe  bread-tax."  And  if  the 
argument  of  the  hon.  Baronet  were  true  as 
to  the  amall  effect  of  the  tariff  upon  food, 
he  aaid  that  the  measure  was  not  an  honest 
measure  with  regard  to  them.  Then, 
again,  let  tbem  take  the  cork-cutters.  The 
whole  trade  would  be  brought  to  certain 
ruin  by  the  reduction  of  duty  on  manufac- 
tured corks,  and  he  did  not  believe  that 
there  was  any  set  of  persons  who  were 
more  deserving  the  protection  of  that 
House,  or  tbe  respect  of  the  public  In 
that  trade  it  was  the  pride  tbat  no  single 
indiridual  received  support  in  a  work- 
house; they  supportea  and  they  buried 
their  own  poor.  A  few  days  since,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  failure  of  their  last  b<^, 
the  amended  tariff  of  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net, which,  though  it  TBised  the  duty,  did 
not  in  fact  offer  them  any  better  protec- 
tion, they  were  in  despair.  Then  there 
were  the  straw-tdait  manufacturers  of  thia  : 
country.     He  believed  tliat  there  wen 
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150,000  femalM  employed  in  the  atrav- 
plait  niMiu&cUirea ;  and  he  liad  received 
wreral  DommuaicatioDa,  not  only  with  re- 
iereoce  to  the  straw-plut  m&DU&ctuies, 
and  the  boot  and  shoe  naaDufacttires,  aad 
the  cork  tnaken,  but  from  other  tradet 
which  would  be  iojuTed  materially  by  the 
tariff.  He  would  gire  a  lample  of  what 
was  going  dd  from  a  letter  of  one  of  the 
■traw-plut  nuoubctuieia  in  Suffolk,  whoae 

Gtitioa  he  hod  lately  preaented  to  the 
ouK.    He  (aid — 

**  I  cannot  eontider  the  GoverDiDent  propo- 
■itlon  otharwlH  than  awfully  cruel  to  our  own 
poor,  uoleM  thejr  would  firat  give  ui  free-lrade 
ID  bread  Goni.  So  convinced  are  ibe  manu- 
faotuien  in  thit  neighboui^aod  that  iho  pro* 
posed  iiriff  will  dcitroy  out  home  trade,  that 
we  are  all  dischargioy  our  hands  u  fast  as  we 
can,  and  the  waitings  of  the  poor  women  are 
already  heart-reading." 

How  did  the  right  hon.  Baronet  prove 
that  this  tneastm  would  benefit  the  work> 
iag  claaaca?  Only  satiify  him  that  it 
would  beaeBt  the  working  clawea,  and  as 
far  as  bia  vote  went  be  would  give  hii  aup- 
port  to  the  right  hon.  Banmat.  It  was  never 
maintained  in  the  old  days  of  the  Income* 
tax,  or  of  the  property-tax,  that  it  could 
in  any  way  benefit  the  workiog  claaaea. 
The  noble  Lord  (Lord  John  Russell)  had 
already  quoted  part  of  the  Bpeech  of  the 
right  non.  Barooet  in  1833,  but  he  had 
not  read  the  concluding  portion.  It  was 
well  worthy  of  etpedal  notice,  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  saiai— 

"  With  respect  to  a  tax  upon  income  with- 
out property,  I  very  much  doubt  whether  it 
would  promote  the  iulereiU  of  the  labouriug 
clauei,  because  it  would  diminish  the  funds 
at  present  appropttaled  lo  the  encoUTagement 
of  industry  and  the  promotion  of  labour,  and 
it  would  ultimately  be  found  that  the  las  did 
not  affect  the  person  who  paid  it  lo  much  at 
(he  labourer  by  diminish ing  his  means  of  eni* 
ploymant." 

Again,  in  1835,  no  another  diacuHion 
for  ivfbning  the  queation  of  the  general 
taxation  of  the  country  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer (Mr.  Goulbum),  in  answer  to  the 
hon.  Mover,  Mr.  Robinson,  sud,  that  al- 
though it  bad  been  agreed,  that  the  pro- 
perty>tgx  had  been  oppoaed  principally  by 
the  wealthy  daaies,  this  wac  all  a  mistake. 
He  went  on  to  aay^ 

"  Hon,  Memhats  appear  to  me  to  hate  en- 
tlrelv  forgotten  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  former  property-tai  was  imposed,  and  af- 
terwards repealed.  The  hon.  Member  for 
TynemoDth  has  conlflodcdfthai  when  the  quei. 
tion  of  Um  repMl  of  that  tax  was  iiadai  the 


consideration  of  Parliament,  the  repeal  was 
carried  soli-Iv  by  the  influence  of  the  wealthy 
portinDS  of  ihe  community.  Now,  is  it  true, 
that  the  opposition  to  the  lax  at  the  time  of  its 
repeal  proceeded  from  the  ariitocracy?  Quite 
the  contrary.  1  well  remember,  that  the  agi- 
talioa  of  that  queslioD  did  not  originaU  wliti 
those  who  are  usually  teroied  the  ariatocracy, 
bul  with  an  individual  who  avowed  hinsalf, 
and  was  generally  adioowledged  to  be,  the 
warm,  perhaps,  the  extravagant,  advocate  of 

Bipular  interests — I  mean  the  Uls  Lord 
hsnccllor  of  England,  Lord  Brougham— who 
look  up  the  question,  and  opposed  the  tax  ex- 
pressly on  the  ground  of  its  tendency  to  feller 
iha  industry  of  the  coaol/y.  The  boo.  Me»- 
ber  (Mr.  Hobinson)  was  net  then  in  Parlii^ 
ment,  and  of  course  did  not  bear  as  I  did  the 
speeches  then  made  hy  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord,  against  this  tax,  week  after  week,  month 
month,  in  which  the  consideration  of  the 
interest  of  the  rich  entered  but  little,  if  at  all, 
into  the  arguments  employed.  What  he  in- 
sisted on  was,  the  tnqnisitorial  nature  of  the 
law— that  it  threw  impsdimanu  in  the  way  of 
trade  and  oommeice,  and  interfered  most  in- 
juriously with  the  industry  of  the  labouriof 
datse*.  The  hon.  Member,  iherefbre,  i*  wrong 
in  supposing  that  the  clamour  for  its  removal 
at  that  time  came  from  the  rich,  or  that  it* 
abolition  took  place  in  deference  to  their 
wishes.  Whether  it  be  right  to  re-impose  it,  I 
Dol  now  say  J  but  I  fully  concur  io  what 
has  Iteen  obaerved  upon  the  present  oocasioii, 
that  if  imposed  again  it  must  apply  alike  to  all 
parts  of  Iha  empire— lo  Ireland  as  well  as  lo 
England." 

What  right  had  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, the  Chancellor  61  the  Exchsquer,  to 
■ay  that  he  was  now  bringing  in  a  meaauR 
to  benefit  the  working  olaaiei,  which  In 
1833,  aa  welt  ai  in  1835,  waa  stated  to  be 
a  tax  of  such  a  nature,  that  it  must  fidl 
more  heavily  on  the  working  cluses  than 
on  any  other?  He  asked  why  they  did 
not  apply  tfaiemeasnr*  to  Irelanaf  Irelwd 
benefitted  as  much  as  any  other  part  of 
thg  empire  by  the  measure  which  wai 
the  immediate  cause  of  the  preaent  defl- 
dency  ;  t^  the  penny  post,  had  not  Ire- 
land aa  mnch  as  ungland  the  benefit  i  But 
what  did  they  {ffopoae  to  do  F  They  put  on 
a  small  tax  of  900,000/.  on  spirits,  whilst 
they  put  an  Income-tax  of  4,000,000/. 
upon  England.  [An  bon.  Member  i 
"  The  sUmp  dntiea  nlso.'^  Tha  right 
ban.  Baronet,  in  truth,  admitted  a  gnnt 
part  of  their  case.  He  admitted  that  it 
was  an  inquiutorial  tai.  Did  the  poblic 
know  the  consequence  of  this  Inqnlsitioa  ? 
He  would  just  give  a  few  of  the  queatlom 
that  were  aakea  by  that  inquisition,  the 
last  year  before  the  property -tax  was  M- 
pealed.  The  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  jiMt 
Spoken  sud,  that  the  tax  wts  popular  witk 
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tlw  commercial  inter«ata.  It  certainly  «u 
not  popular  ia  the  city  of  London  in  the 
year  1815.  Id  the  lut  yeaPi  there  were 
1 1 ,000  anrclisrgei  in  the  citr  of  London 
alone>      What  had  occurrea   upon  those 


1   upoi 
surcharges  ?    Four  thousand  had  appealed 

r'nst  the  HUnfaarges ;  three  tfaoosand  oF 
B  appellflula  succeeded,  and  oue  thon- 
saod  aurchargea  »era  confirmed.  Sevea 
thousand  persons  submitted  to  the  sur- 
charge without  coni[daint.  Well  might 
it  be  argued  from  this,  vhat  was  the  state 
irf  tbbgs  when  aeveo  tliousand  surcharges 
were  submitted  to.  Either  this  larn  num- 
ber of  a  gieat  conmiercial  community  were 
prepared  and  did  abaolatelv  erode  the 
ae«e>ameDt,  or  they  abrunk  mm  exposiog 
their  circumstanoee.  It  vas  then  said 
what  ■  pestilential  eSect  such  a  tax  must 
bave  upon  the  morals  of  the  community: 
yet  the  right  hon.  Baronet  told  the  coun- 
try they  must  submit  to  this  inquisi- 
tion. What  were  the  questions  put  to  the 
proGnaioual  men,  the  tradeemen,  and  the 
rictuallers?  They  had  been  collected  and 
laid  before  tbe  House :  and  when  it  was 
pri^iOBed  to  keep  them  as  records  of  the 
tax,  Lord  Brougham  said  that  the  only 
course  to  be  taken  with  respect  to  these 
documents  wa>  to  hare  them  burnt  at  the 
banda  of  the  common  hangman,  and  burnt 
they  were  by  persona  appointed  for  that 
parooae  in  crery  part  of  the  country.  And 
well  might  they  be  burnt  when  auco  qnea- 
tiona  as  these  were  asked  of  tbe  profiMional 
meD,  the  mercbanta,  and  the  tradera.  Of 
tbe  tradera  it  was  aeked  :— 

"What  is  the  amount  of  goodasoldoc  biui- 
DMsdonein  the  three j^earspreceedinglSllI 
Upon  what  principle  do  yaa  calculate  your 
fTosi  profllB,  etilier  Dy  percentage  or  any  other 
mode,  specifyine  the  muioer  i  Are  you 
subject  to  any  deonctton  for  interest  of  money 
for  capital  or  money  borrowed,  and  iF  so  stale 
the  amount  ?  What  is  the  amount  of  the  sala- 
ries or  wages  of  peraoni  etaployed  by  you?" 

Waa  nich  an  inquisition  to  be  treated  aa 
nothing?  He  would  onlr  next  turn  to 
the  licensed  victuallers,  and  of  them  it  was 
asked,— 

"What  it  the  amount  of  money  taken  in 
your  bMse  In  the  course  of  one  week,  month, 
or  yaarF  State  the  particulars  of  your  trade, 
whether  beer,  wine,  spirits,  or  eatiDgF  What 
is  the  qoanlity  of  beer  drawn  pnr  month  1  Ii 
there  any  interest  paid  by  you  to  the  brewer, 
or  to  any  other  person,  for  money  for  the  pur* 

Kes  of  business,  if  so,  state  the  amount? 
re  you,  besides  your  trade,  any  income  from 
money  in  the  funds  or  bouses,  or  soy  other 
species  of  profit  wfaaleTOTf" 
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And  noL  only  were  they  obliged  to  make 
these  answers,  but  they  were  obliged  to 
swear  to  their  truth.  Hon.  Gentleman 
talked  of  the  support  the  measure  obtained, 
but  he  confessed  he  could  not  find  any  in- 
diridual  out  of  the  House  who  was  In 
favour  of  the  tax ;  and  he  beliered  that  if 
the  House  could  possibly  be  cooveited'— 
he  feared  it  was  almost  impracticable— 
Into  a  Palace  of  Truth,  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman  would  find  that  the  hon.  OeD> 
tleman  sitting  behind  him,  wbea  the  qties- 


thls  most  obnoxious  tax. 
BTer,  another  objection  to  this  lax.  It  waa 
laid  that  it  broured  the  landowner  and 
oppressed  tbe  tradeaman.  Under  the  pre* 
sent  Reform   Act  erery  borough  elector 


bound  to  pay,  before  the  SOth  of  July 
in  everv  year,  all  the  Queen's  taxes,  and 
asseesecl  taxes  made  prerious  to  tbe  6th  of 


April  before  be  coulo  be  registered.  The 
county  electors  were  not  forced  to  make 
any  such  pavment.  This,  therefore,  would 
giro  another  great  and  important  power, 
under  which  the  myrmidons  and  spies  of 
the  Ooremment  were  to  be  let  loose  on 
tbe  country.  He  bod  already  brought  the 
nte-paving  clauses  before  tbe  House;  they 
would  be  now  giTing  a  further  power  to 
the  government  to  intimidate  tbe  roters  by 
means  of  tbeir  agents,  the  tax-collecton, 
who  would  no  doubt  act  in  perfect  harmony 
with  the  364  magistrates  for  boroughs 
lately  appointed  by  tiie  right  hon.  Baronet, 
He  knew  that  the  rate-paying  clauHes  were 
a  conrenience  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. They  were  the  Chancellor  of  tbe 
Excbequer'a  clauses,  uid  they  rerersed  the 
true  order  of  things,  for  they  made  taxation 
pr«xde  representation,  iostead  of  allowing 
representation  to  go  before  laxatlon.  He 
bad  no  doubt  that  this  would  be  a  most 
productire  tax  to  tbe  right  hon.  Baronet. 
No  one  disputed  that  j  but  he  told  tbe 
right  him.  Baronet  it  was  a  tax  which 
oould  only  be  collected  amidst  tbe  heart- 
burnings and  disscnsiona  of  the  people.  It 
was  possible  that  tbe  opponent*  of  tbe  mea- 
sure might  be  defeated,  but  at  any  mU 
they  had  the  satisfiiction  of  knowing  that 
when  this  nefarious  machinery  should  be 
In  full  operation,  they  had  wuned  the 
country  of  its  danger,  and  although  de- 
feated they  had  done  their  best  to  pre- 
rant  the  plunder  and  persecution  irf  tbe 
people. 

Mr.  Rotbttci  said,  that  it  appeared, 
that  any  hon.  Geufjaman  who  chow  to  niA 
for  himself  upon  his  owu  aenae  rf  what  it  : 
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right,  and  not  tn  da  that  trhich  might 
be  pleaaiDg  to  those  ahiniog  lights  who 
aat  about  him,  was  to  be  subjected  to  sd 
ordeal  by  no  means  pleasant,  nor  much,  he 
thought,  for  the  honaor  of  those  who 
practised  it.  It  seemed,  that  those  who 
Bst  on  the  Opposition  benches  assumed  to 
themaelvea  the  right  of  saying,  that  if  any 
one  among  them  did  what  they  did  not 
]ike,  he  was  to  be  marhed  out  as  the 
enemy  of  the  cause,  and,  it  therefore, 
became  the  duty  of  those  who  did  not 
share  in  such  viewa  ro  state  fully  and 
energetically  what  were  their  real  senti- 
ments,  and  what  induced  them  to  depart 
from  the  bright  lights  who  sat  around 
them,  and  follow  the  small  candle  of  their 
own  intelligence.  He  should  endeavour 
to  do  this  for  himself.  A  few  words  which 
he  bad  addressed  to  the  House  on  a  former 
OOCasioD  had  gi*en  rise  to  much  observa- 
tion ;  but  he  was  glad  to  have  had  a  defender 
in  one  (Mr.  R.  Currie),  who  had  made  a 
much  more  eloquent  defence  than  he  could 
have  made  for  himself  That  hon.  Mem- 
ber also  had  spoken  of  the  boldness,  the 
honesty,  and  the  atraightforwardness  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet's  measure ;  so  that 
be  was  not  quite  alone  in  his  opinion  of  the 
bill,  and  he  had  the  eloquent  defence  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  to  M\  back  upon. 
In  addressing  himself  to  the  question  he 
would  take  all  the  elements  involved  in  it, 
and  having  combined  them  into  one  whole, 
he  would  compare  the  two  systems — 
namely,  that  proposed  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  and  that  propmed  by  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  London.  In  justice 
to  himself  and  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
he  was  bound  to  lake  this  course — to  con- 
sider the  whole  of  his  proposition  together, 
not  to  take  any  part  as  a  unit,  but  com- 
bining the  tax  and  the  tariff,  to  compare 
tbe  wnole  measure  with  that  of  the  noble 
Lord.  He  would  also  talce  the  whole  pro- 
podtion  of  the  noble  Lord,  and  having 
stated  the  exigencies  of  the  time,  he  would 
analyse  both  plans,  and  then  put  it  to  tbe 
House  to  say,  which  was  the  best  under 
the  peculiar  exioeacies  of  the  country. 
If  be  satisfied  the  House,  that  the  exigency 
was  snch  as  to  require  a  searching  remedy, 
and  if  be  could  show  that  the  proposition 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  the  most 
complete  and  effectual,  he  would  assume, 
that  he  had  made  out  his  whole  case.  He 
would  first  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  those  points  in  which  the  plan  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  and  that  of  the  noble 
liid  agreed,  and  thus  the  value  of  each  i 


would  be  more  easily  appreciated.  He 
should  also  point  out  in  what  degree  he 
differed  from  bath,  as  to  the  remedv  which 
the  present  juncture  required,  ana  fiiiling 
to  induce  the  House  to  concur  in  his  o[u- 
nion,  he  would  give  reasons  fiir  falling 
back  upon  the  plan  of  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net as  the  better  of  the  other  two.  The 
noble  Lord  admitted,  that  at  the  present 
moment  there  was  a  great  deficiency  of 
the  revenue  to  meet  the  expenses.  This 
was  equally  admitted  on  tbe  other  side. 
The  noble  Lord  allowed,  that  the  defidency 
ought  to  be  provided  for  out  of  tbe  current 
Upon  this  point  also  both  parties 
They  further  ugreed,  that 
the  deficiency  could  not  be  saved  oat  of 
ihe  expenditure.  There,  however,  he  dif. 
fered  from  them  bath.  In  his  opinion,  the 
proper  mode  of  meeting  the  present  emer- 
gency was,  not  by  imposing  further  biir- 
(lens  upon  the  people  in  their  present 
distressed  condition,  but  to  reduce  the 
expenditure  to  the  level  of  the  income. 
The  House,  however,  he  was  satisfied, 
would  not  agree  to  this  courae,  and  if  he 
should  press  any  such  proposition  to  a 
dinsion,  he  did  not  believe  more  than 
half-a-dozen  Members  would  go  out  with 
him  upon  it.  He  did  not  think  it  an 
unfair  assumption  to  say,  that  any  proposal 
to  meet  the  deficiency  by  aaving  from  the 
expeoditure  would  he  almost  universally 
resisted  by  the  House.  If,  as  had  been 
threatened,  the  constituency  complained 
of  this  tax,  he  would  say,  they  bad  no  just 
right  to  complain.  It  was  they  who  elected 
the  majority,  well  knowing  that  the  per- 
sons whom  they  sent  to  Parliament  would 
vote  against  any  plan  for  making  up  a 
deficiency  by  saving  from  the  expendituie; 
and  they  bad  no  right  to  complain  of  that 
which  was  the  work  of  their  own  hands. 
Those  who  were  entitled  to  complain  were, 
the  persons  not  represented  in  that  House  ; 
and  be  hoped,  that  they  would  complain, 
not  of  the  ri^t  hon.  Baronet,  but  of  the 
noble  Lord  who  spoke  of  the  finality  <^ 
the  Hefbrm  Bill.  That  doctrine  was  tbe 
root  from  which  all  the  eril  sprang.  The 
blame  of  tbe  present  exigency  rested  on 
both  parties,  but  on  none  mure  than  on 
the  noble  Lord  who  moved  the  amende 
ment  to  the  moposition  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet.  The  noble  Lord  had  followed 
out  big  system  for  more  than  eleven  years, 
and  tbe  consequence  was,  that  he  and  his 
party  had  fallen  from  a  height  of  popu- 
larity which  no  Minister  had  reached  for 
a  long  time  previously,  and  he  was  now 
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left  ID  the  hopelew  condition  in  wliicb  he 
would  find  himself  at  the  end  oF  the  diri- 
■ioD.  The  unrepreseoted  classes  were  the 
penons  who  should  Teel  just  indigD&tion 
at  the  course  which  had  been  pursued,  and 
that  indignation  ought,  property,  to  bll  to 
the  share  of  the  noble  Lord.  It  was 
granted,  that  there  nas  a  deficiency,  that 
the  deficiency  must  be  provided  for,  and 
the  question  then  was,  trbat  vere  the  best 
means  of  meeting  it?  It  was  nol  to  be 
met  by  those  charges  and  recriminations 
too  commonly  indulged  in,  which  had  the 
effect  of  making  one  debate  to  spring, 
phanis-like,  out  of  the  ashes  of  another. 
It  would  not  do  to  take  up  a  rolume  of 
Hatuard  at  one  side  and  pitch  it  across 
the  House  at  the  head  of  an  hon.  Member 
on  the  other,  who  would  retort  by  pitching 
another  volume  of  the  same  work  back  at 
his  assailant.  It  would  not  do,  like  two 
angry  scolds,  to  deal  in  accusations  and 
Ktort,  audi  as  "  It  was  yoit  who  did  it".— 
"No,  it  was  not,  it  was  you."  Such  was 
the  course  hitherto  pursued.  When  it  wa> 
asked  who  caused  the  deficiency?  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  said,  "We  did  not  Look  to 
Canada,  and  see  there  the  smouldering 
ashes  of  a  smothered  war."  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  said  this,  as  if  he  had  no 
share  in  the  proceeding— as  if  he  had  not 
stood  at  the  bock  of  the  noble  Lord  and 
hounded  him  on.  If  there  was  to  be  a  war 
expenditure,  both  parties  must  admit  their 
■hare  in  the  proceedings  which  led  to  iL 
There  was  no  use  in  idle  talk  and  re- 
criminatiQn ;  there  was  no  use  in  flinging 
Hantard  in  each  other's  faces.  The  peo- 
ple knew  the  share  which  each  party  had 
10  reducing  the  country  to  its  present 
esi^ncy,  and  might  jnsti?  say  with  Mer- 
cutio,  "A  plague  on  both  your  houses." 
Both  were  equally  guilty,  and  both  were 
justly  exposed  to  the  indignatiuQ  of  the 
country.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
to  raise  a  sum  of  from  2,000,000^  to 
3,000,000^  to  meet  and  cover  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  year.  This  he  could  not  effect 
by  any  alteration  of  tLe  tariff,  und  here  it 
should  be  remarked,  that  the  noble  Lord 
in  all  his  propositioos  never  once  said, 
that  he  could  raise  the  required  sum  hy 
any  of  his  plans.  This  wus  a  curious  fact. 
The  noble  latA  never  pointed  out  as  a 
man  of  business  any  plan  which  would 
clearly  go  to  provi^  for  the  deficiency. 
There  was  still  another  point.  The  noble 
Lord  had  stated,  that  he  could  provide  for 
the  deficiency,  hut  contented  himself  by 
oyiog,  that  his  plan  would  produce  a  cer- 


tain tarn  of  money.  One  of  the  modet 
was  by  an  8t.  duty  on  corn,  which,  it 
should  be  remarked,  was  not  dmply  for 
■  he  purpose  of  revenue  but  for  protection 
also,  and  on  the  point  of  protection  the 
noble  Lord  again  agreed  with  the  right 
hon.  Baronet.  The  country  should  under> 
stand,  that  when  there  was  so  much  talk 
of  relieving  the  workiog  classes,  and  so 
much  indignation  expressed  at  the  impoai- 
tion  nf  an  Income-tax,  which  it  was  said, 
would  press  upon  capital  and  thus  prevent 
the  employment  of  lahour,< — the  country 
should  remember,  that  notwithstanding 
this  indignation,  the  Leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition united  with  the  Leader  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  keeping  up  the  tax  upon  corn. 
How,  he  should  like  to  know,  would  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  profeased  their  desire  to 
remove  all  restrictions  on  the  importation 
of  food,  reconcile  their  votes  for  a  total 
abolition  of  the  Corn-laws  with  the  impo«i- 
tion  of  an  9t.  duty?  How  would  they 
reconcile  to  themselves  and  their  constitu- 
ents their  support  of  an  &t.  duty  on  the 
first  article  <tf  life,  or  what  excuse  could 
they  give  when  (he  hoped  he  should  be 
pardoned  the  expression)  for  party  pur- 
poses they  went  in  direct  opposition  to 
their  former  votes?  With  respect  to  the 
tariff  of  the  right  bon.  Baronet,  the  noble 
Lord  concurred  in  that  also,  aa  &r  as  it 
went,  though  he  condemned  it  as  not  gmng 
far  enough  with  respect  to  certain  aiticlea. 
He  also  agreed  in  thinking,  that  it  did  not 
go  iai  enough,  for  he  was  desirous  of  doing 
away  with  the  whole  of  the  discrimsting 
duties.  Ab  far,  however,  as  tite  noble 
Lord  and  the  right  hon.  Baronet  were 
concerned,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to 
bring  them  into  equilibria  upon  this 
point.  If  the  nohle  Lcsd  went  further 
in  the  article  of  sugar,  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  made  amends  in  other  articles  of 
provision ;  and  here  the  measure  of  tba 
right  hon.  Baronet  was  of  the  utmost  iia> 
portance  to  the  working  classes,  and  it  waa 
well  for  the  country  to  find  a  Minister 
who  was  bold  enough  to  make  such  a  pro- 
position, notwithstanding  the  oppositioa 
which  it  was  calculated  to  create  amongst 
his  own  supporters.  Protection  to  the 
landed  interest  was  the  cry  usually  raised 
for  paltry  parpoies,  whilst  it  was  obvious 
that  the  whole  lives  of  parties  in  that 
House  were  spent  in  a  disgraceful  scramble 
for  power.  \Cheert  fron  Ihe  HMtltrial 
benches.'\  He  was  £lad  to  hear  that  cheer, 
but  who,  he  asked,  were  those  who  used 
the  Poor-law  for  electioaeeniig  pnrpoMa, 
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piofisniDg  to  be  the  rriends  of  th«  poor, 
and  then  turning  round  to  the  fanneT*,  a*- 
inred  them  that  they  would  look  to  the 
protection  of  agriculture?  Theae  coura«a 
were  adopted  for  party  pur poeea,  and  night 
after  night  that  Houie  exhibited  diigrace- 
ful  icramblei  for  power  both  on  one  aide 
and  on  the  other.  What  was  there  in  the 
propoaition  of  ibe  right  hon.  Baronet  to 
(jnarrel  with,  when  there  waa  lo  much  uf 
■greeroeot  between  him  and  (he  noble 
Lord  ?  The  difference  between  them  vat 
thia  :— They  both  agreed  that  there  waa  a 
deficiency,  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
proposed  to  malce  up  by  a  direct  tai, 
which  the  noUe  Lord  never,  at  it  appeared, 
inteoded  to  provide  for.  ['*  Oh,  oh. "]  If 
lie  wai  in  error,  let  it  be  ibown.  If  the 
noble  Lord  propoied  to  make  up  the  de- 
fieieney,  let  it  be  ahown  that  he  had  done 
8o.  It  had  not,  however,  yet  been  shown. 
It  was  troe  the  noble  Lord  said,  that  by 
bia  plan  some  monies  might  be  gained 
fhwt  lowering  the  taiea,  but  it  wai  nut  at- 
tempted to  be  shown,  ibat  a  sum  wonld 
be  r«ali:ced  sufficient  to  meet  the  deficiency 
of  revenue.  The  right  hou.  Baronet  the 
Secretary  for  the  Home  Oeparlmenl 
adrerted  to  this,  uid  put  the  question  as 
to  what  laK  could  be  re'imposed— whether 
BDT  of  the  proposed  alleratlont  of  the 
noble  Lord  would  make  up  the  required 
Bum,  and,  if  not,  how  was  that  sum  to  be 
supplied?  This  question  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  distinctly  put,  and  had  any  answer 
been  given  to  it  r  The  questioo  was  per- 
tinent aod  pithy.  Why  had  It  not  been 
answered?  Simply  because  it  could  not. 
Much  had  been  said  of  political  econoiny, 
much  sympathy  had  been  expressed  for 
the  poor,  apd  complaints  had  been  made 
that  employment  would  be  curtailed  by 
the  defalcation  of  capital.  The  noble 
Lord  argued  that  revenue  should  be  raised^ 
not  by  puttioE  on,  but  by  taking  off  taxes, 
which  would  lead  to  a  larger  consumption 
of  tbe  aevenl  commodities  thus  relieved- 
But  but  of  wboae  pocket  would  the  larger 
•vm  come  ?  Somebody  must  pay  it.  ["  No, 
uo. "]  No,  no !  If  2,000,000{.  were  to 
be  raised,  aootebody  must  pay  it ;  and 
would  not  this  be  a  defalcation  of  capital  ? 
But  even  then  it  was  admitted  that  the 
whole  of  the  deficiency  could  not  be  raised 
iq  that  way.  If  so,  what  else  remained 
but  direct  Uiation  ?  There  must  in  any 
event  be  2,000,000/.  taken  from  the  means 
of  emphiyment,  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
the  State.    If  done  directly  the  people 
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would  know  bow  it  was  taken ;  if  indi- 
rectly, it  would  amount  to  the  same  sam. 
He  defied  any  political  economist  to  take 
3,000,000;.  of  money  from  the  people 
without  thereby  diminishing  their  meant 
of  enjoyment.  He  could  show  from  the 
writings  of  the  most  eminent  political 
ecnnomists  that  all  taxation  fell  upon 
capital,  wages,  rent,  and  profits,  lliat 
which  fell  upon  wages  was  bad,  as  was 
also  that  which  fell  upon  capital.  The 
question  for  a  statesman  to  consider  vas 
whether  more  was  taken  in  the  way  of 
taxation  than  the  people  could  reproduce 
annually  ;  for  if  there  was  not  a  reproduc- 
tion the  lax  then  begun  to  fall  upon  capi- 
tal, which  would  (hen  be  reduced.  It 
would  then  foe  a  statesman's  duty  to  act  as 
one  would  act  in  private  life,  aod  rednce 
his  expenditure  to  the  amount  of  his  in- 
come. Now,  If  a  proposilioD  were  made 
which  would  have  the  eflbct  of  ao  altering 
our  fiscal  regulation  as  to  give  to  the  peo- 
ple what  they  ought  to  have,  and  if  an  in- 
btrument  were  provided  for  carrying  such 
a  proposition  into  effect,  would  the  noble 
Lord  vole  for  it  ?  No,  he  would  not  no- 
less  it  afforded  protection  to  agriculture. 
Taking,  therefore,  the  House  as  it  was, 
and  Judging  betweeu  the  leaders  of  both 
parlies,  seeing  that  (he  lolal  abolition  of 
these  duties  could  not  he  effected,  and 
that  the  House  was  not  prepared  to  make 
such  fiscal  alterations  as  would  give  (be 
people  their  rights,  opposed  as  such  a  pro- 
position would  be  by  the  noble  Lord  and 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  what  was  to  be 
done  ?  Was  the  country  to  be  left  in  the 
financial  stale  in  which  it  would  remaiu  if 
the  noble  Lord's  resolution  were  canied — 
a  slats  in  which  no  man  of  forethought, 
honour,  or  courage  would  allow  it  to  re- 
main. Under  such  circumstances  every 
man  was  ealled  on  to  make  a  sacrifice, 
and  he  was  not  to  be  daunted  by  the 
cuckoo  note  of  inquisitorial.  All  talk  of 
that  kind  would  quickly  fade  away  in  the 
result  of  actual  experience.  For  hit  own 
part  he  should  vole  in  the  way  which  he 
thought  right,  aod  if  his  coustituenia 
thought  he  was  wrong,  (hey  (K>uld  give  an 
inliination  to  that  eSect  in  ihe  proper  way. 
He  should  not  be  frightened  from  his  pro- 
priety by  the  alleged  inquisitorial  nature  of 
the  tax.  As  to  the  idle  taunt  of  a  war- 
tax  it  was  beneath  an  auawer.  What 
meant  a  war-tax  ?  A  tax  which  was  to  be 
spent  in  war.  Was  itot  money  expended 
in  the  war  in   Affghanistaa  ?     Waa  dM 
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money  ipent  in  the  war  in  Chios  7  This  ' 
moaey  wu  railed  by  Unlion,  and  lo 
much  of  it  «■  WBi  ipent  thnt  wbi  a  «ar- 
Ux.  People  tdked  of  a  reierre  in  time 
of  need,  Wu  not  thii  a  time  of  need  ? 
We  wanted  more  ihan  we  bad.  We  had 
acted  like  careleu  •peodthrirti  for  more 
than  ten  yeara,  and  it  wb?  high  time  that 
we  ahonld  make  up  onr  accounli  and  pay 
onr  the  countor.  The  money  mast  he  had 
•omewhere,  and  if  it  presaed  upon  the  tn- 
dasiry  of  tbe  people,  they  had  the  remedy 
in  theif  own  handi.  It  w&e  in  the  power 
of  the  conttituency  to  turn  oat  any  man 
who  voted  against  the  impoittion  of  laxet. 
A«  regarded  the  present  propoiition,  he 
CODcarred  in  the  opinion  that  a  direct  tax 
waa  the  leaat  eipeniive,  at  the  aame  time 
that  it  ga*e  to  the  people  the  advantage  of 
knowing  what  they  had  to  pay.  He  hoped 
that  he  ahould  not  be  ranked  as  an  enemy 
of  the  people  in  taking  the  courae  which 
he  considered  the  beat.  He  might  bf 
wrong,  but  guided  by  the  light  he  had,  and 
weighing  well  tbe  two  propoiiiiooi,  he  waa 
prepared  to  advocate  the  plan  which  let 
the  people  know  what  they  had  to  pay, 
and  iinpoKd  the  tax  in  the  cheepeat  man- 
ner. He  ahould,  therefore,  tote  for  the 
propoaition  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  and 
o*  hoped  be  ahould  he  able,  hereafter,  to 
pcfanado  bim  to  alter  what  waa  crying  and 
unjuat  in  the  meaaure  when  it  went  into 
eomnitlee.  ["Oh,  nh."]  Yee,  he  would 
oppoie  in  committee  whatever  he  con- 
■idered  unjtnt  in  the  measure,  and,  he  be- 
lieved, that  meana  miglit  be  adopted  for 
Baking  it  press  more  equally.  It  was  in 
ttiA  power  of  the  Home,  by  votes,  by  ar- 
punents,  by  addresaei  to  the  Crown, 
lo  altar  what  was  obnoziooa  in  the  mea- 
sure, and  if  these  failed,  not  on  those  who 
tnada  the  endeavoor  to  amend  the  bill, 
bnt  on  those  who  reaiited  it,  let  the  odium 
fall.  Ha  would  rote  for  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  becauae  be  alone  of  the  two 
slatesoMn  who  bad  made  their  sareral  pro- 
positions, had  really  adopted  means  equal 
lo  tfaa  exigency.  He  had  fairly  met  the 
difficulty  in  the  face,  and  had  stated  it  to 
tbe  fall  extent  in  which  it  ought  to  be  ex- 
hibited. He  had  met  tbe  case  honestly, 
tad  bad  idainly  stated  it  without  circum- 
locution. He  had  not  indulged  in  any 
shuffling  expediency,  and  waa  therefore 
more  worthy  the  confidence  of  tbe  peo- 
ple than  those  who  were  now  bis  oppo- 
nents. 
.  Mr.  Waiiaee  declared  he  never  heaid  a 
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more  illogical  speech  than  that  which  bad 
just  been  delivered  by  the  bon.  and  learn- 
ed Member  for  Bath.  It  was  a  speech  of 
cleverness,  but  in  no  respect  applicable 
to  the  matter  in  band.  The  boo.  Member 
proved  that  he  knew  nothing  about  the 
subject  on  which  he  had  undertaken  to 
enlighten  the  House.  The  hon.  Member 
told  the  right  hon.  Baronet  he  approved 
of  an  Income-tax,  and  assigned  various 
reasons  for  thesnpport  he  intended,  giving 
to  vrhst  most  other  people  considered  a 
most  odious  imposition,  that  is,  he  would 
give  him  his  support  at  the  present  stage, 
but  when  it  appeared  in  Committee  he 
was  oppose  it  on  the  ground  of  professional 
income  not  being  a  fair  subject  for  taxa- 
tion, in  other  words,  tlie  boa.  end  learned 
Member  waa  prepared  to  oppose  when  the 
ahos  pinched  himself,  but  allow  it  to  fall 
with  ell  iLs  weight  on  others.  But  the 
people  also  felt  br  themselves,  and,  if  be 
knew  any  thing  of  them,  he  ahould  say 
tliey  woald  not  submit  to  the  imposition. 
At  any  rate  Scotchmen  or  Irishmen  kould 
not.  All  he  could  aay  was,  that  if  any 
Scotchman  tamely  submitted  to  it,  be 
must  be  one  of  the  few  noodles  which 
Scotland  produced.  He  would  tell  the 
promoters  of  this  detested  Income-tax, 
that  they  were  bringing  an  old  bouse 
about  tbeir  ears.  Distressed  as  the  peo- 
ple were  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom 
to  the  other,  they  were  not  preparMi  to 
let  the  Oovernment  take  away  still  fur- 
ther from  tbera  tbe  means  of  giving  em- 
ploymeat  to  tbe  working  classes.  For  his 
own  part,  he  was  resolved  to  take  every 
opportunity  of  opposing  this  Tax,  for  tbe 
purpose  of  putting  it  off  long  eoongb 
to  allow  the  whole  agricultural  popu- 
lation to  see  whether  the  promised  tariff 
was  likely  to  be  productive  to  them  of 
good  or  of  evil.  And  now  he  felt  bound 
to  call  upon  bon.  Members  on  the  other 
side,  who  represented  agricultural  con- 
stituencies, to  exert  themselves,  for  tlw 
purpose  of  inducing  ibe  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet opposite  to  show  in  what  manner 
he  could  benefit  the  consumer  without 
loss  to  the  landed  interest.  The  truth 
is,  the  country  must  get  tbe  tariff,  or 
refuse  the  Income-tax.  It  was  not  every 
hon.  Member  in  thai  House  who  could 
recollect  tbe  working  of  tbe  Income-tax 
in  former  times,  but  be  waa  old  enough 
to  posaesf  some  acquaintance  with  that 
subject.  He  believHl  the  present  genera- 
tion bad  not  ao  idea  of  the  (^)preHire  and 
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•anoying  character  of  aa  Incometax.  It 
was  erery  thing  that  could  be  odioui  and 
diagracefu)  to  a  free  country.  He  ahould 
oppose  it  to  the  utmost  of  hii  pover,  and 
gife  the  proposition  of  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  London  hii  most  cordial 
sapport. 

Mr.  Shaman  Crawford  having  beard 
it  stated  by  the  hoa.  Member  for  Brad- 
ford,  that  a  memorial  had  been  presented 
to  Goferoment  from  a  numerous  aod  re- 
■pectable  body  of  Rochdale,  in  favour  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet'a  proposal,  desired 
to  lay,  that  be  had  taken  paini  to  inform 
himself  of  the  feeling  in  that  toira  by  call- 
ing a  public  meeling.  At  that  meeting, 
which  wai  numerously  attended,  the  opin- 
ion expressed,  without  a  dissentient  voice, 
wu,  that  the  Income-tax  ought  to  be  op. 
posed.  He  felt  bound,  therefore,  to  coti- 
sider  that  the  opinion  of  the  people  of 
Rochdale  was  opposed  to  the  plan  of 
tbe  right  hon.  Baronet.  On  the  last 
division  he  had  abstained  from  votings 
because  he  would  neither  give  his  support 
to  the  proposition  of  the  noble  Lord,  nor 
that  01  the  right  boo.  Baronet,  but  on  the 
present  occasion  be  should  feel  it  his  duty 
lo  vote  against  the  right  hon.  Baronet. 

Mr.  Cobdes  said,  that  there  were  other 
taxes  quite  as  noequal  in  their  pressure  and 
«■  unjust  in  their  operation  as  any  Income 
ttxcooldbe.  Hedid  nottherefore  oppose 
the  Income-las  as  an  Income-tax.  He  op- 
posed it  as  he  would  oppose  any  other  tax  to 
be  laid  on  under  the  present  circumstances 
of  the  country,  because,  in  the  first  place, 
when  trade  was  suBering  and  while  every 
private  establishment  was  compelled  to  re- 
duce its  expenditure,  economy  ought  to 
be  carried  into  every  department  of  the 
Government,  from  the  most  illustrious  per- 
son in  the  land  down  to  the  humblest.  He 
could  not  agree  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bath  that,  because  he  did  not  see  a  ma- 
jority ready  to  auppoit  him,  he  must  there- 
fore go  over  to  the  other  side  and  awell  a 
majority  already  too  large.    In  the  second 

Elace  he  opposed  an  Income-tax,  because 
e  believed  the  country  was  paying  taxes 
to  classes  and  to  individuals  which,  if  re- 
pealed, he  had  the  highest  auihoriiy  for 
■uiing  there  would  be  an  abundant  re- 
venue accruing  to  the  State.  He  would 
■ay,  then,  abolish  monopolies  first;  and 
then,  if  the  expenses  of  the  Government 
could  not  be  met,  would  be  the  time  to 
talk  about  imposing  fresh  taxes.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  and  his  followers  would 
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not  admit  that  the  Corn-laws  and  the  re- 
strictions upon  trade  bod  anything  to  do 
with  the  distress  that  prevailed;  but  when 
tbe  budget  was  brought  forward  they  pro- 
posed what  was  called  a  grand  system  of 
tariff  reform.  Then  it  was  suddenly  dis- 
covered that  commercial  restrictions  caused 
the  distress  of  the  country,  and  then  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Lancashire, 
who  for  three  yeara  had  opposed  all  the 
attempts  of  the  free-traders,  said  it  woald 
be  a  crime  of  tbe  highest  magnitude  to 
delay  for  an  hour  measures  which  were  to 
restore  prosperity  to  the  country.  There 
was  a  new-born  zeal  for  commercial  re- 
form, and  these  raw  recruits  actually  chid 
and  snubbed  the  old  veterans  in  tbe  cause 
of  free-trade,  who  for  years  had  been  vainly 
knocking  at  the  doors  of  that  House  and 
asking  for  relief.  For  three  years  tbe 
manufacturers  and  traders  had  been  show- 
ing what  in  their  own  opinion  was  the  re- 
medy for  commercial  distress.  Felitioni 
had  oeen  sent  up  to  that  House  with  five 
million  signatures,  and  a  thousand  meet- 
ings bad  been  held  all  over  the  country- 
all  those  proceedings  tendiog  to  one  point 
—tbe  repeal  of  the  Corn>law.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  come  down  with  what 
he  called  a  tariff,  but  it  was  not  a  tariff,  for 
it  excluded  the  most  important  article  of 
commerce.  The  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  ex- 
cluded corn  from  his  list  of  marketable  com- 
modities. He  said  emphatically  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  not  allow  the 
corn  that  was  wanted  to  come  in,  for  by 
hii  new  proposal  be  placed  aa  complete  a 
barrier  against  a  regular  trade  in  corn,  as 
there  was  under  the  old  aysiem.  The 
traders  and  manufacturers  had  applied  for 
one  sole  remedy  for  the  grievances  of 
which  they  complained.  He  did  not  mean 
lo  say  that  all  advocated  a  total  repeal, 
because  a  very  large  section  were  favour- 
able to  a  fixed  duty,  but  had  any  body  of 
merchants,  manufacturera,  or  traders,  pre- 
sented petitions  to  that  House  in  favour  of 
a  sliding-scale?  ["Question."]  That  was 
the  question.  Thej  brought  forward  what 
they  called  a  tariff,  from  which  they  ex- 
punged the  article,  not  of  corn  only,  but 
of  sugar  also.  Those  two  commodities 
were  essential  to  the  trade  of  this  country 
to  both  tbe  New  and  the  Old  World. 
There  was  now  augar  in  this  country,  from 
the  Brazilsand  Cuba,  lying  in  bond,  which 
might  be  had  for  half  the  price  which  waa 
obtained  for  tbe  article  imported  from  our 
own  colonies.    What,  after  all,  was  this 
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the  State,  but  only  put  mone;  in  the 
poclceti  of  individuals.  The  free-traders 
did  Dot  with  to  touch  the  Queen's  Ex.' 
chequer  at  all.  A  Tree-trBde  in  corn 
would  be  of  ten  ihouaiind  times  more 
importance  than  all  the  right  hon.  Biironet 
had  propoied.  Allusion  had  been  made 
to  the  petitions  that  had  been  presented 
Id  favour  of  the  tariff,  and  he  was  ashamed 
to  say,  that  the  persons  most  active  in 
promoting  those  petitions  were  the  clergy 
of  the  establishment.  What  had  beeo 
the  conduct  of  the  clergy  when  they  were 
asked  to  join  Iheir  dissenting  brethren  ia 
opposition  to  the  Cotn-laws?  They  re- 
fused, on  the  ground  that  they  could  not 
interfere  in  parly  politics.  No  sooner, 
however,  was  the  CorD-bill  secure,  ibsn 
the  clergy  had  come  forward  as  partiiaos 
and  supporters  of  the  Government ;  and 
so  rnsh  and  hasty  had  they  been  in  so 
doing,  that  they  had  actually  signed 
petitions  for  the  whole  tariff  before  the 
amended  tariff  had  come  out,  and  bad 
prayed  that  the  whole  might  pats.  Thus, 
then,  they  had  petitioned  for  the  first 
tariff  with  all  its  errors,  and  now  he  sup- 
posed they  would  have  to  petition  agam 
for  the  amendments.  [^iKterruptiou.l  He 
assured  the  House  that  he  did  not  intend 
to  trespass  further  upon  its  patience. 
But,  representing  as  he  did  aconilituency 
desolate  and  wretched  as  the  people  of 
Stoclcport  now  were,  he  conceived  that  he 
had  not  intruded  their  wrongs  and  suffer- 
ings upon  the  attention  of  the  Legislature 
more  then  they  deserved.  When  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Robert  Peel) 
brought  forward  a  proposition  which  was 
to  be  a  panacea  for  all  the  Ills  of  the 
country,  he  thought  that  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  large  and  suffering  portion 
of  the  community,  he  occupied  a  position 
in  that  House,  which  warranted  him  in 
expressing  an  opinion  as  to  what  the  prob- 
able eilect  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet's 
proposition  would  be.  He  was  bound  to 
say,  (hat  he  thought  the  right  hon. Baronet 
and  his  supporters  were  entirely  deluded 
as  to  the  result  of  the  measures  now  pro- 
posed. He  believed  that  under  the  ope- 
ration of  those  measures,  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  would  not  find  such  a  revival  of 
trade  as  would  give  him  an  opportunity 
of  removing  the  Income-tax.  He  could 
not  see  from  what  such  a  revival  was  to 
arise.  The  remedy  had  been  delayed  too 
long.  For  years  past  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
and  his  party  had  resisted  all  amelioration.  ''  by 
2A 


tariff?  Taka  cattle,  the  most  important 
article  it  contained,  ["Question,"]  It  was 
the  question.  Why  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net himself  had  told  them  they  were  to 
take  the  (wo  subjects  together.  The  most 
important  change,  then,  in  the  tariff  was 
the  introduction  of  live  cattle.  Now,  he 
admitted  the  importance  of  that  feature  as 
the  concession  of  a  principle.  But  there 
could  not  be  a  great  trade  iu  cattle — it 
must  be  principally  restricted  to  the 
nearest  parts  of  the  Continent.  Then  if 
there  was  no  great  importation,  there 
could  be  no  great  export  of  goods,  and 
no  great  consequent  increase  of  employ- 
ment for  the  people.  But  if  there  was 
a  large  import  of  cattle,  that  would  be  no 
deterioration  of  the  revenue,  for  catile 
had  hitherto  been  prohibited,  and  it  was 
tnanifeslly  unfair  to  put  forward  as  an  ex- 
cute  for  an  Income-tax  that  which  made 
no  reduction  in  the  revenue;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  increased  it.  He  found  no  re- 
duction in  this  tariff  upon  articles  of  ge- 
neral consumption — no  reduction  upon 
tea,  sugar,  or  butler.  There  was  a  reduc- 
tion of  4t.  per  cwt.,  it  was  true,  upon 
salted  meat;  but  he  doubted  much  whe- 
ther much  salted  meat  could  be  consumed 
by  the  people  of  this  country  without 
injury  to  tbeir  health.  There  was  no  re- 
duction upon  the  article  of  cotton,  though 
there  was  a  duly  of  5  to  6  per  cent,  upon 
the  raw  material.  Much  had  been  done  in 
trifles,  but  the  articles  most  essential  to 
the  trade  of  the  country  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  passed  over.  These  were 
the  things  to  cause  a  defalcation  of 
1,200,000/.,  and  these  were  the  excuses 
for  the  Income-tax.  There  was  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  article  of  timber  at  a  time  when 
the  people  could  not  afford  to  build 
houses,  and  when  the  merchants  could 
not  build  ships.  The  Government  allowed 
the  impOTtation  of  beef  at  a  lime  when 
the  people  were  reduced  to  a  potato  diet 
and  wanted  bread ;  they  admitted  French 
boots  and  gloves,  to  compete  with  our 
own  artisans  at  a  time  when  they  hindered 
(ham  from  the  advantage  of  a  free-trade 
in  corn.  He  denounced  them  for  thus 
appearing  before  the  country  in  the  guise 
of  free-traders,  and  beginning  their  ope- 
rations at  the  wrung  end.  The  Income- 
tax  WBI  not  necessary  to  carry  out  the 
principles  of  free-trade,  and  as  a  free- 
trader be  utterly  repudiated  il.  The 
articles  in  which  they  desired  free-trade 
were  these  which  yielded  no  revenue  to 
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For  ytan  put  trule  and  eommeree  had 
been  allowed  to  languUh  and  decline — 
no  helping  hand  had  been  eitended  to 
tbem ;  and  now  that  a  remedy  was  at 
length  propoied,  be  Teared  it  came  too 
late.  During  the  laat  six  monthi  there 
had  been  a  reductioti  of  the  wagca  of  the 
working  clau,  equal  to  an  annual  sum  of 
£,O0Q,O00:.  Btetling.  Think  how  that 
would  act  upon  the  Exchequer,  and  upon 
the  trade  of  the  country.  Think  of  thii 
Diighly  reduction  in  the  earnings  of  the 
people,  and  then  consider  what  must  be 
the  prospect  of  a  country  so  situalcd 
—  a  country,  the  prosperity  of  whose 
trade  and  commerce,  nay,  whose  *ery 

Steatnesa  in  the  eitimstion  of  the  world, 
epended  upon  the  industry  of  the  work- 
ing classes  of  its  community.  Let  the 
House  consider  this,  and  theu  ask  itself 
whether,  having  so  long  delayed  the 
kpplication  of  remedial  measures,  it  be- 
lieved that  the  homceopathtc  system  now 
proposed  would  be  sufficient  to  effect 
ft  care.  Three  years  ago,  the  Gentlemen 
opposite  refused  to  believe  that  the  manu- 
facturers were  in  diitress.  Two  yeara  ago 
they  shtit  the  doors  of  the  House  againat 
tbem.  Twelve  months  ago,  when  tbe 
tepreseotativei  of  the  manufacturing 
classes  went  into  statistical  detail,  and 
brought  forward  lUlements  of  figure* 
to  show  that  tfaey  were  in  distress,  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  told  them  that  thev 
were  not  in  a  sUte  of  suSering,  All 
nnwdy  had  been  left  alone  until  the 
■ymptoma  of  distress  and  poverty  were 
felt  io  the  Exchequer.  Now  the  qnes- 
Hon  of  trade  and  commerce  was  taken  up 
—now  the  principles  before  stigmatised 
as  soraelbing  atrocious  and  not  to  be 
tolerated,  were  taken  into  consideration 
with  the  view  of  being  acted  upon ; 
ud  DOW  the  Oovemaent  came  forward 
to  propose  an  Income-tax  as  a  remedial 
measure  for  the  great  interests  which 
had  been  suffered  to  fall  into  decay  and 
nin.  He  told  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
that  he  would  fail  in  hia  policy  unlesa 
be  went  further.  Hitherto  tbe  Uxaiion 
of  the  country  had  been  derived  from 
its  manufacturing  ioduitry.  The  maou- 
faclurera  had  heen  the  beasts  of  burden 
wbo  had  sustained  the  expenses  of  the 
country's  wars.  The  right  bon.  Baronet 
keew  the  importance  of  the  manufac- 
turing world  to  tbe  revense  of  the  Stale, 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  now  tbe 
nwmiy  in  bia  own  banda.    He  night 


now  relieve  the  consomers  of  the  coontry, 
and  give  them  an  opportunity  of  bearing 
tbe  expenses  of  the  State,  which  they 
could  well  do,  ay,  belter  than  the  pecmie 
of  any  other  country  on  earth,  if  free 
■cope  were  given  to  the  exercise  of  their 
industry.  Let  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
do  this,  and  he  might  have  revenue  and 
prosperity  yet.  Let  htm  fail  to  do  so, 
and  he  would  soon  find  that  he  had 
exhausted  tbe  energy  of  tbe  working 
bee — that  the  honey  waa  consumed — 
that  there  was  nothing  but  the  booeycomb 
to  feed  on  ; — let  them  see  how  hmg  that 
would  last.  Arkwright,  when  he  had 
finished  his  invention,  said  the  country 
need  not  care  for  the  war  which  thes 
raged,  he  would  pay  the  expenses ;  and 
he  had  done  so.  It  waa  tbe  cotton  trade, 
despised  as  it  was,  that  had  enabled  the 
country  to  pay  the  enormous  iotereat 
of  the  debt  tbe  war  had  heaped  upon 
her.  If  they  destroyed  that  trade,  aa 
they  were  trying  to  do,  destrnclion  wonU 
come  sooner  upon  them  than  they  waie 
aware  of. 

Mr.  MiMtz :  I  am  as  much  opposed  t* 
the  Income-tax  ae  the  bon.  Member,  or 
any  man  in  England.  Bat  the  right  hoft. 
Baronet  dared  not  to  have  proposed*  pro- 
perty-tax without  one  upon  iooome  aiao^ 
At  tbe  aame  time  I  am  so  anxioos  to 
see  a  tax  npon  property,  that  I  woaU 
rather  vote  for  a  tax  ipon  both  tbaa  loM 
iL  The  boo.  and  learned  Member  for  Bath 
says  the  House  was  about  to  come  to  a 
party  vote.  I  will  not  give  a  party  vote 
— I  never  will — I  am  going  to  vott  widi 
tbe  right  hon.  Baronet,  because  I  think 
it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  people 
at  large  [cAeen]— I  say  to  the  iolerests  of 
the  people  at  large — not  to  the  intereats 
of  the  elector — not  to  the  interests  of  my 
supporters— that  is  do  cousideratios  to  asa 
[laughlar  and  ckemri].  If  mj  vote  does 
not  please  my  constiluentSt  they  know 
what  to  do  in  the  case.  I  wiui  tbem 
to  do  as  they  please ;  but  I  am  sure  I  am 
voting  for  the  intereats  of  the  great  body 
of  the  people,  when  1  place  the  borden  of 
taxation  upon  those  wiio  are  not  only 
competent  to  bear  it,  but  who  am  the 
framers,  tbe  regulators,  and  tbe  directors 
of  the  law.  Now,  I  object  to  the  Ineome- 
tax.  [Laughttr.']  I  don'tquitenndentaad 
that  langh.  I  said  hafbre,  that  I  object  to 
an  Income-tax  as  much  as  any  man  in 
EngUnd,  and  I  was  going  to  asaiga  a  r«»- 
•on  why  I  object  to  iu    1  ohfaet  to  it. 
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if  sioeedtngly  idqniiltoritli 
becUM  it  Talli  vrilb  exceedinf;  velght 
upon  tboM  anrortnnate  tradeimeD,  wbo  in 
timei  like  these,  dare  not  let  tbeir  circDin- 
■tances  be  known  to  the  public,  and 
wbo  for  ibat  reaioa  are  obliged  to  declare 
and  pay  upon  an  amonnt  of  |woGls  nhicb 
they  do  Mt  raaliw.  I  tnentioQ  thii,  to 
•how  that  1  am  well  aware  of  the  working 
of  ao  IncooiftftX'  I  remember  the  last 
Income-tix,  I  wa«  then  in  boiineH  and 
felt  thfl  operation  of  it,  but  I  do  not  conii- 
der  that  tbeie  ptiTBtioDa  impoied  upon  the 
tradetmen  coniUtnte  a  sufficient  reason 
for  my  objeoling  to  the  propertj-tax, 
which  now  appeara  to  me  to  M  oueMary. 
If  I  belie* «d  that  the  proposals  of  the  for. 
mer  Qovernment,  if  carried  into  efTect, 
would  render  unnecessary  the  impotilion 
of  an  income  or  of  a  property-tax,  1 
should  feel  bound  to  vote  against  the  pre- 
sent proposition  of  the  right  hon.  Baronel; 
but  1  do  ndt  believe  that  those  proposals 
wttild  have  realised  the  views  of  those 
wbo  iolrOdilced  tbem.  I  am  totally  at 
variance  with  tbe  Members  of  the  late 
Government  upon  that  point.  I  believe 
that  their  measures  would  have  failed.  In 
the  present  sUle  of  tbe  country  some  re- 
medW  measure  is  required ;  and  I  do  not 
wish  for  longer  delay.  I  go  further  than 
Ibis,  and  ssy  that  I  do  not  believe,  thai 
the  roeasuM  proposed  by  thri  I'ight  hoa. 
Baronet  and  bis  supporters  will  relieve  the 
disttest  of  tbe  country,  and  therefore  it  is 
ibat  1  wish  they  jslfty  be  laid  on,  beoaose 
Ihey  will  Show  we  people  that  other  mee- 
aoreawe  e  n  geeeary  sach  roeasures  aaneiiher 
party  in  Ihtt  Hottse  have  yel  proposed. 
The  only  object  I  had  in  risiag  was  to  say 
these  few  words  to  justify  the  vote  I  ant 
about  to  give,  [XaNg'Ater.i  I  have  not  the 
digbtest  objeotion  tb  Gentlemen  laughing. 
I  feel  Uikt  the  reasooi  I  have  assined  are 
sufficient.  I  wish  to  lay  the  burden  upon 
the  Government  and  upon  those  wbo  are 
able  to  bear  It.  I  have  no  more  to  say 
upon  the  subiect. 

Mr.  Rimdttroae  amidst  loud  andgeDaral 
calls  for  a  divisioci.  He  merely  wished  to 
state  that  be  tmrpoaed  te  vote  againat  the 
proposition  of  tbe  right  hon.  Baronet,  for 
the  very  reason  assigned  by  tbe  hon.  Gen- 
tleman .who  had  Just  sat  down,  as  inducing 
him  to  vote  in  favour  of  it :  sod  that  rea- 
son was,  that  he  wished  to  see  the  burden 
of  taxation  laid  upon  the  lawmakers, 
whom  be  conceived  to  be  the  landed  pro- 
prietors 4f  tiM  coiiatry.    He  ibmghl  thM 
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a  legacy  duty  ought  to  be  imposed  on  UiS 
descent  of  real  property.  Until  measures 
of  that  kind  baa  been  resorted  to,  he  did 
not  think  they  would  be  justiGed  in  im- 
poilng  an  Incotue-tax  upon  tbe  country. 

The  House  divided  on  the  qaeition, 
that  the  word  "  now"  stand  part  of  the 
question -.—Ayes  SSS ;  Noes  188:  Ma< 
jority  97. 
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Bill  md  t  flm  time ;   to  be  read 


SuPFLT.^  Hoase  in  Committee  of 
Snpply. 

Sir  Qtorgt  Clerk,  in  the  abMnce  of  his 
right  hoo.  Friend,  the  Cbsncellor  of  the 
Ensbeqner  nored,  ibat  a  lam  net  ex- 
ceeding 8,253,000{.,  be  granted  to  pro- 


(kntt  ii)  Corp6nHMi.  1U 

On  the  motioa,  that  tbt  lUffl  otdQJIXitH 
be  granted  to  def^y  the  charge!  of  civil 
contiugenciei,  for  the  year  1843, 

Mr.  W,  Williams  be^ed  to  be  informed 

lat  the  qoeitioD  or  boaineii  wai,   which 

was  before  the  Home.    Something  reiat- 

to  luppliei  had  been  brought  forward, 

idat  the  grealeet  noite  and  confution, 
which  preTeiited  him  from  hearing  a  word 
of  what  was  paasing.  Thii  might  be  a 
very  eaty  way  to  obtain  rotes  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  but  it  was  not  the  proper 
method  of  proceeding. 

Sir  George  Clerk  explained,  that  the 
preient  motion  was,  that  the  sum  of 
60,000^  be  granted  towards  defraying  the 
charges  oF  civil  contingencies  for  the  year. 
ThevotewaBoecefBaryfortbepublicaervice. 
The  amonnt  required'^  won  Id  be  130,000/., 
though  only  60,000/.  were  al  present 
asked  for. 

Mr.  tV.  Williatm  having  learned,  that 
a  snm  of  8,000,000/.  or  more,  bsd  been 
voted  away  during  the  confusion,  must 
say,  that  when  sucb  large  votes  were  to 
be  proposed,  notice  ahoald  be  given  of  the 
intention  to  propose  them.  He  should 
have  had  some  remarks  to  make  on  the 
motion,  bat  could  not  hear  a  single  word 
that  paued.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman 
meant  to  confitie  the  present  motion  to  a 
vote  on  account,  he  should  not  oppose  it. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

House  resumed. 


MuniCIPAL     COBPORATIONS.]         On 

the  Order  of  the  Day,  for  going  into 
Committee  on  this  Bill, 

Mr.  Leader  objected  to  the  measure. 
He  should  have  opposed  it  at  an  earlier 
stage,  but  DO  discussion  had  taken  place 
and  he  had  not  at  first  beeo  aware  of  the 
extensive  manner  in  which  the  bill  would 
afFect  the  rights  of  the  new  corporations. 
Unless  the  bill  had  been  considerably 
altered,  be  should  feel  it  his  duty  to 
oppose  it,  ai  no  good  reason  was  assigned 
for  some  of  the  clauses. 

The  Attorney  Oeneral  was  surprised  at 
the  opposition  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  as 
he  held  certain  clauses  in  his  hand,  the 
insertion  of  which,  he  had  understood, 
would  meet  the  objectioos  of  the  hon, 
Oeatleman.     The  bill  was  intended  to 

Eroiect  from  penalties  those  persons  who, 
olding  leases  under  corporations,  had 
accepted  the  office  of  town  councillor,  t 


vide  for  outstanding  Exehequet-billa  dur- 1  the  understanding,  that  such  leases  did 
ing  the  inining;  year.— Apwd  to.  I  not  cone  within  the  meaning  of  the  lai*'^ 
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which  prohilHted  penoDi  who  held  con- 
tiacta  fiom  corporations,  acting  ai  mem- 
ben  or  such  corpocatioDi.  When  the 
clause  in  question  passed,  it  was  the  un- 
doubted opinion  of  the  law  officers  ot  the 
Crown,  and  of  legal  men  on  both  sides  o( 
the  House,  that  the  word  contract  did  not 
include  leases  held  from  corporations. 
They  had  all  agreed — and  two  of  the  gen - 
tleinen  who  concurred  with  the  opinion 
DOW  held  seata  oa  the  Bench — that  a 
person  holding  a  lease  did  not  come 
within  the  terras  of  the  prohibitory  lan- 

fDBge  in  the  2Sth  section  of  the  act. 
bat  reading  of  the  law  was  acted  on  for 
four  years,  when  somebody  raised  a  specu- 
lative point  of  law.  A  quo  warranto  in- 
formatioq  was  moved  for  against  a  town- 
eoQDcillorof  Bridgewaler,  for  haviog  acted 
in  that  capacity  while  holding  a  lease  from 
the  corporation.  PendingUie  trialof  that 
iafermalion,  be  (the  Attorney  general) 
had  drawn  the  attention  of  the  then  Go- 
Tcrnment  to  the  ciicunutance.  The  opin- 
ion was  nnanimouB,  that  the  information 
could  not  be  sustained.  Scores  of  per- 
sons holding  leases  of  tbs  same  kind  nad 
taken  the  office  of  town-councillor,  and 
the  Dobte  Lord  (Lord  John  Russell)  an- 
swered, that  he  had  information,  that 
there  was  not  the  least  chance  of  the  de- 
cision going  against  the  party  complained 
of^that  the  point  was  quite  clear.  The 
result,  however,  was,  that  the  information 
issued,  and,  to  the  surprise  of  every  one, 
the  Court  gave  judgment  in  favour  of  the 
information.  He  (the  Attorney-general) 
did  not  mean  (o  impugn  the  decision  of 
the  learned  Judges.  He  bowed  to  that 
decision.  Butit  was  only  aa  act  of  common 
justice  to  give  to  these  persons  who  had 
taken  office,  under  tlie  opinion  of  the 
House,  indemnity  against  any  penal  con- 
sequences which  might  ensue  from  that 
course.  The  object  of  tha  bill  wu  to 
prevent  the  penal  actions  from  going  on, 
which,  in  consequence  of  the  citcumstancea 
that  had  taken  place,  might  be  brought 
forward  in  hundreds.  Provision  was  made 
by  the  bill  for  paying  the  costs  of  any 
aciioni  brought  up  to  a  certain  time. 
Provisiooi  were  likewise  introduced  with 
regard  to  actions  brought  after  that  given 
time  had  expired,  and  for  securing  those 
persons  who  had  been  elected  to  offices. 
The  bill  was  a  short  one.  It  provided,  in 
the  first  place,  that  the  word  "  contract" 
should  nM  be  taken  to  extend  to  a  lease, 
purchue  of  lands,  or  loan  of  money.    It 
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was  farther  provided,  that  perwns  who 
bad  already  incurrod  penalties  under  lbs 
decision  of  the  Judges,  might  apply  for 
indemnity  as  to  the  penalties  and  the  cost*. 
He  had  had  variooa  communications  from 
various  quarters,  and  his  invariable  answer 
was,  that  the  object  of  the  bill  was  to  do 
an  act  of  justice,  tnd,  therefore,  that  fa« 
could  not  admit  any  other  matter  into  it. 
But  it  being  considered,  that  the  bill  was 
defective  without  some  provision  for  the 
prevention  of  jobbing,  he  had  admitted 
the  clauses  which  had  been  drawn  up  by 
his  hon.  Friend,  the  Meroher  for  Wflrce»< 


as  the  hon.  Member  bad  giran  his  cob- 
currencc  to  the  clanses  on  the  rabject 
being  mentioned  to  him. 

Mr.  Leader  explained.  He  had  only 
mentioned  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman, that  ibere  would  be  less  diOuuilly 
in  carrying  the  bill,  if  such  clauses  w«ra 
introduced ;  but  he  had  never  seen  thoa 
in  a  formal  shape.  He,  therefore,  sug- 
gested, that  they  should  be  printed,  be- 
cause  the  bill  as  it  stood,  repealed  the 
38ih  section  of  tha  Reforas  Act;  and  it 
was  necessary  for  hon.  Members  to  know 
the  pravisiona  which  were  to  be  intro- 
duced. 

SirF.  Pof/oct  suggested,  that  the  bill 
should  be  suffered  to  pass  through  tha 
committee  proJitruid,ind  that  tht  clauses 
might  be  printed,  and  added  on  bringing 
up  the  report.  He  declined,  however,  to 
make  it  a  declaratory  act,  u  bad  been 
suggested. 

Sir  R.  Ferguaon  wished  to  know  if  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  would  be  eitended 
to  Ireland  7 

Lord  Elliot  said,  he  was  sure  his  boo. 
and  learned  Friend  would  bare  no  obje^ 
tton  to  do  BO«ilbhiibill,ifit  waadeeoaed 
necessary. 

Sir  F.  Pollock  thooght  it  would  be 
more  regular  to  confine  the  operation 
of  the  measure  to  England,  as  it  was 
in  England  alone  the  mischief  had  oc- 
curred. 

Mr.  Semal  enggested  a  short  bill  to  be 
applied  to  Ireland. 

Sir  R.  Peel :  If  the  words  of  the  Eng< 
Itsb  and  Irish  Municipal  Acts  «re  the 
same,  and  the  principles  identical,  surely, 
it  wnuld  be  much  better  lo  introduce  the 
amendments  as  regards  Ireland  into  the 
present  bill,  than  lo  bring  in  a  separate 
bill  for  the  pnrpoK.    I  think  the  uhmom' 


y  Google 


f  17  Cattk—  {A»iL  19}  The  Tariff:  71S 

Catcu  —  Thb  Tabipf.]  a  petitioD 
hanog  been  pmented  from  the  Rutland 
Agricultural  Society,  for  protection  to  the 
agricultural  interest, 

The  Earl  of  Hardtnicke  said,  he  muld 
take  that  opportunity  of  making  a  few  ob- 
BervBtiona,  and  of  referring  to  certain  re- 
turns, for  the  purpose  of  showisg,  that  th* 
fears  of  the  petitioners  and  olbera  whs 
concurred  with  them  as  to  the  danger  of 
aoy  esteDsive  importation  of  live  etock 
from  the  Continent  were  unfounded.  He 
held  in  his  hand  a  return  which  would 
show  the  great  increase  in  the  importa* 
tion  of  cattle,  sheep,  &&,  from  Irelaod  to 
England,  by  Liverpool,  and  coastwise,  be- 
tween the  years  1826  and  1839.  In  the 
former  year  the— 

Black  cattle  were    .        .        .      57,809 

Sheep 62,819 

Pigs 73,9l» 

BacOD  and  bams  (cwts.)  .  33B,31B 

Beef  and  pork  (barreh)  .        .    143,729 
Id  the  year  1639  the  importations  were— 
Stack  cattle    ....    169,893 

CalvB4 1,50S 

Sheep     .....    353,05r 
Lambs    :         .         .         .         .       28,351 

Pigs 390,S«1 

Horm 5,874 


nry  multiplictttion  of  acts  of  Parliament  a 
fery  great  evil. 
Sir  F.  Pollock  would,  as  he  bad  staled, 

go  through  the  bill  that  night ;  and  when 
it  was  (eported,  he  should  mOTe  its  re- 
eomnittal.  The  amendments  ooght  to 
be  printed  between  those  periods,  and,  in 
the  meanwhile,  he  should  consider  some 
clantea  as  regarded  the  extension  of  the 
meaaara  to  Ireland. 

Mr.  HodffioM  said,  that  having  attended 
several  nighli  to  propose  the  amendment 
of  which  he  bad  given  notice,  that  the 
words,  "  office,  or  place  of  profit,"  in  the 
bill,  should  not  extend  to  the  office  of 
aherrff,  he  should  certainly  press  its  adop- 
lioD  upon  the  committee,  unless  some  ob- 
jectioD  were  slated  to  it. 

The^tMnwyOnwralaaid,  that  he  must 
object  to  the  clause,  not  as  improper  in 
itself,  but  as  opening  the  door  to  the  in- 
trodnction  of  all  sorts  of  amendments  of 
the  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  into  a 
bill  which  professed  to  hav«  no  snch 
object. 

Sill  went  through  committee  pro ,^>rm^, 
and  was  reported. 

House  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

TWsdsjr,  AprU  19, 1842. 

Mpnmi,]   BiuA    puMic.  -r-  HBttur  i  ukIm  Hu- 

9>    Dd  jmmi ;— Indmmtty  i  Publia  Winlu. 
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ffrdaiS^— giBm  IXmOOat  Ccagnptku  U  AtrogUl. 
■ad  Oafc,  Ut  MwTligw  wUmBtoBJ  by  ■  DtaMinlDK  or 
,Pi«a|l«to  HWrtH  tannni  Mvikwi  of  Um  Omnli 


HVWd  Bwml«f  OH  IdA  lUI  rarinl  KKtai. 


4S4 


The  total  value  of  these  amounted  to 
3,330,857/.  The  number  of  oxen  and  sheep 
sold  in  Smithfield,  from  1838  to  1839,  botb 
inclusive,  were  as  follows  :^ 


1833 

.   153,093 

1,167,830 

1834 

1,23>,380 

1,381,540 

1,219,510 

1837 

.   172,435 

1,329,010 

1838 

.   183,368 

1,403,400 

1839    . 

.   18O,7B0 

1,360,340 

k: 


This  showed  an  average  increase  of  3 
cent,  on  oxen,  and  of  2j  on  aheep. 
would  now  b^  to  call  the  attention 
of  their  Lcadshipe  to  the  imports  and  ex- 
ports of  live  cattle  in  some  of  the  cond- 
nental  states  for  given  periods.  From  this 
it  would  appear  thBt-— 

In  1837,  France  had  of  live  cattle: — Ia>- 

Km,  587,5541    exports,   433,136.     In  11*36 
mineuk  exported  38,323  oxen,  5,009  cows, 
6,903  calvei,  and  13,038  pip. 

From  the  ^ears  1833  to  1836,  both  in- 
cluded, the  imports  and  exports  of  the 
"Prussian  Commercial  Union"  of  sheep, 
pigs,  calvea,  cows,  oxen,  and  bulisj  were  as 
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182,878 

72,204 

207^523 

79,308 

387,345 

180,423 

279,300 

135,678 

336,700 

129,746 

1B33 
1834 
1835 


In  ftussia  generallj'  the  imports  and 
exports  of  oxeo,  cows,  and  calves  were  as 
fbUowB :— 


1828 

19,752 

8.197 

1829 

20,342 

7,971 

1830 

17,901 

9,012 

1831 

13,556 

8,062 

Of  sheep  and  swine  in  the 

same  ycais 

there  were— 

Yna. 

lOFOib. 

E.IOTW. 

182B 

371,730 

118,426 

1829 

324,116 

107,712 

1830 

361,422 

140,549 

1831 

197.635 

93,598 

In  the  years  1832  to  1836,  both  inclu- 

ust 

lUS. 

Oien 

17.606 

18,387 

Com 

6,437 

r,179 

Young  cattle 

3,06T 

3,240 

Pig.(&t)    . 

15,698 

14,826 

PigiOe")- 

102,378 

117,516 

Sheep         . 

37,792 

46,380 

Total  . 


182,876         207,528 


In  1834  the  total  imports  of  all  the 
above  oxen,  cows,  &c.,  were  287,ft45.  ' 
1835  the  total  imports  were  379,200. 
1886  they  wete  336,700.  The  exports 
were  in  the  nine  year  as  follows : — 

Yiiiu«CMtk,te 
1632  ....  72,204 
183*     ....       79,218 

1834  ....     180,433 

1835  ....     135,678 

1836  ....     120,746 
In  the  year  1837  Sweden  Imported  1,139 

horned  cattle  from  Finland,  and  800  other, 
but  ihe  exported  none  in  that  year. 

It  would  be  seen  from  those  returns, 
that  the  imports  of  alt  the  countries  he  had 
named  were  much  greater  than  the  ex- 
ports, and  that  from  that  circumstance, 
and  the  continued  increasing  consumption 
of  the  countries  themselves,  there  was  no 
ground  for  apprehending  any  influx  of 
foreign  cattle  into  England.  Let  it  be  re- 
membered, that  of  all  the  exports  of  cattle 
from  foreign  countries  none  as  yet  could 
fODia  to  England,  and  that  tbs  expotU 
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>hich  he  had  read  were  to  supply  other 
larkets,  in  which  the  demand,  there  was 
no  reason  for  believing,  would  be  less 
henceforward  than  it  had  been  bereto- 
Uoder  these  circumstances  he  coold 
by  no  means  coucur  with  those  who  ap- 
prehended any  injury  to  Ihe  agricoltnral 
interests  from  an  importation  of  foreign 
cattle. 

The  Earl  of  Yarbonmgh  did  not  take 
the  same  view  of  the  case  as  the  noble 
Earl.  He  thought  the  tariff  would  be 
made  use  of  for  an  extensive  importation  of 
foreign  cattle  and  provisions. 
Petition  laid  on  the  Table. 


Fruit— The  Taku?.]  The  Earl  of 
Radnor,  begged  to  call  their  Lordships* 
attention  to  the  new  duty  on  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  apples,  pears,  &c.,  and  said, 
that  the  change  of  duty  from  5  to  15  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  was  injudicious  and  unjust 
to  the  consumer  in  this  country.  Not- 
withstanding the  low  duty,  the  price  of 
applea  had  risen  in  the  last  two  years. 

The  Earl  of  Winchihea  said,  that  this 
had  arisen  from  two  successive  deficient 
crops  in  the  last  two  yean.  He  thought 
that  the  protection  given  to  the  home 
growers  of  apples  by  the  tariff  was  only 
what  they  had  a  fair  claim  to. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor  moved  for  some 
returns  showing  the  amount  of  foreign 
fruit  i  -  •  •  •""-  •  • 
paid..- 

CoRN-Liw  —  Fixed  Dtmr.]  Lord 
Brougliam  wished  to  rave  notice  of  the 
course  he  intended  to  tue  with  respect  to 
the  IhU  on  which  they  would  soon  be  called 
upon  to  go  into  committee.  After  the 
debate  of  last  ni^bt,  which  went  on  the 
question  of  restriction  or  no  restriction, 
and  afVer  that  which  his  noble  Friend 
(Lord  Melbourne)  was  about  to  raise  on 
the  question  as  to  the  manner  in  which  a 
certain  restriction  was  to  be  carried  into 
effect,  he  did  not  think,  that  he  should 
discbaive  his  duty  if  he  did  not  give  their 
Lordships  an  opportunity  of  recording  their 
opinions  as  to  the  gre»t  and  important 
question  of  any  duty  on  the  importation  of 
human  food.  It  was  jperfectly  clear  that 
neither  on  the  debate  oi  last  night,  nor  on 
that  which  was  now  about  to  come  on, 
could  their  Lordships  come  to  a  satisfactory 
decision  so  as  to  affixt  what  he  considered 
the  great  question.  It  was  bis  intention 
to  give  their  Lordships  that  opportunitjt 
and  would  therefore,  u  won  u  Uh  motiaa 
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of  hu  noble  Friend  should  be  dispoKd  of, 
Uk«  tbe  aeate  of  tbeii  LordafaijM  on  each 
of  the  three  remlutknu  which  he  would 
read.  The  queition  which  thejr  would 
deciile  this  erening  would  be  as  to  the 
preference  to  be  given  to  a  fixed  dutr  or  a 
sliding-scale  ;  but  the  question  which  his 
renlutiona  would  raise  would  be  as  to  the 
Mindple  of  any  duty  in  any  way  on  the 
introduction  of  fiirdgn  oom.  Hit  leaolu- 
tKHu  would  he- 


Corn  iti^tatim  sat.      m 


"t.  That  no  duty  ought  to  be  imposed 
opon  the  importalion  of  roreign  corn  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  ihe  agricutlurist  by 
taxiog  the  introduction  of  food. 

"  3.  That  no  duty  ought  to  be  impoMd 
vpon  the  importation  of  foreign  corn  for  the 
purpoce  of  rcvuUting  trade  by  taxing  the 
introduction  of  food. 

"  3.  That  no  duty  ought  to  be  imposed 
upon  the  impoitation  of  foreign  com  lor  tbe 
purpose  of  raising  the  reveoue  by  taxing  tbe 
introduction  of  food." 

CoBH  Ikfobtation  Bill.]  The  Earl 
of  Ripm  mani  the  Order  of  the  day  for 
going  into  committee  on  tbe  Corn  Import- 
ation biU. 

Viscount  Me&oame  «id,  he  wished  U 
bring  on  the  motion,  of  which  he  had 
giTen  notice,  before  the  Order  of  the  day 
should  be  read. 

The  Earl  of  Ripom  had  understood  that 
the  motion  was  to  be  made  as  an  amettd- 
ment  to  the  Order  of  the  day,  but  if  the 
noble  Vuconnt  wished  to  bring  it  forward 
before  the  Order  of  tbe  day  was  read,  be 
had  not  the  slightest  ol^ection  to  offer  to 
the  arrangement. 

Viscount  Melbomnu:  I  think  ihe  courte 
I  propoae  will  be  more  convenient,  and 
therefov,  with  the  permisnon  of  the 
House,  I  will  ptooeed.  If  the  resolution 
which  I  am  about  to  submit  to  the  House 
be  carried  as  a  sufastanUve  motion,  it  will, 
of  course,  have  the  same  effect  as  if  carried 
as  an  amendment;  but  in  again  bringing 
under  tbe  attention  of  your  Lordships  a 
subject  which  has  been  so  repeatedly  di^ 
cuaied,  and  so  recently  debated,  it  would 
be  unpardonable  in  me  if  I  were  to  urge 
any  tofuc  upon  your  Loidsbipa  which  I  do 
not  ttunk  necessary  to  explain  my  own 
oondoct,  or  (o  have  an  efiect  upon  tbe 
decision  of  your  Lordships.  It  is  hardly 
aeceHary  for  ne  to  declare  that  I  mean  to 
bring  forward  this  renlution  as  calmly  and 
impartially  as  I  can,  without  any  party 
■Unions,  or  any  party  ol^ect  whatever, 
md  without  indnlgtng  in  any  obaemtioni 


of  a  criminatory  or  recriminatory  character. 
My  noble  Friend  opposite,  who  opened  the 
debate  last  night  (tbe  Earl  of  Ripon),  in 
the  course  of  his  speech,  divided  the  nilriect 
into  two  parts :  first,  the  question  wheHwr 
there  ougot  to  be  any  duty  whatever  on 
the  importation  of  food ;  and  secondly,  if 
that  question  should  be  dedded  iu  the 
affirmative,  under  what  regulations  a  duty 
ought  to  be  imposed.    Strictly  speaking, 

-' ily  with  die  second  branch  of  the 

1  1  have  to  deal.  At  the  same 
time  it  is,  doubtless,  neceasaiy  for  me  to 
make  a  few  observations  upon  the  genenl 
quesUon  in  vindicadon  and  explanUion  of 
my  own  opinions.  The  question  to  which 
I  now  refer,  is  one  whidi  has  been  much 
discussed  throughout  tbe  country,  and  has 
deeply  interested  the  feelings  of  tbe  people, 
namely,  the  question  as  to  whether  there 
should  be  any  duty  at  all  upon  the  im- 
portation of  corn,  or  whether  it  ought  not 
to  be  allowed  to  be  imported  ftee  from  all 
parts  of  the  world.  1  am  a  warm  friend 
to  the  principles  of  fiee-tradei  but  I  am 
not  so  friendly  as  others  are  to  the  imme* 
diate  and  decided  recognition  of  those 
principles  in  the  present  circumstances  t^ 
tbe  world.  I  certainly  think  that,  from 
the  beginning,  it  would  have  been  a  hx 
better  arrangement  for  tbe  human  race  if 
every  nation  bad  cnltivated  only  the  pro* 
ductions  for  which  its  own  climate  was 
fitted,  and  only  such  manufactures  as  tbe 
industry  and  skill  of  its  inhabitants  an 
calculated  to  produce  with  advantage,  and 
had  bartered  those  productions  for  others 
whid)  other  nations  could  produce  more 
advantageously.  That  is  a  view  of  the 
question  which  is  suppnted  by  all  reason, 
all  aiffument,  andallr^ard  for  tbe  general 
interests  of  the  communittea  of  the  worid ; 
but  I  cannot  conceal  from  myself,  that  aU 
custom,  all  usag^  all  pncnce,  all  law, 
all  national  insUtutions,  and  consequently 
almost  all  feeling,  have  been  on  the  other 
nde;  and  the  consequence  is,  that  whUst 
the  prindple  of  free-trade  is  generally  ad- 
mitted to  be  correct,  yet  the  feelings  to 
which  I  have  adverted  have  got  such  stroi^ 
hold  of  the  public  mind  that,  though  then 
an  to  be  found  penons  ready  enough  at 
public  meetings  to  pnrfws  their  admiration 
of  free-trade,  and  to  agn  petitions  in  iU 
favour,  nevettheless  then  same  persons,  in 
conversbg  about  tbe  taking  off  «  any  par- 
ticular du^i  invariably  consider  the  ques- 
tion solely  with  leferenoe  to  the  interests 
ofUie  home  producer  of  the  article  to  whkh 
th«  du^  applio.  vbA  without  uj  ngu^^ 
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a>  the;  ara  rendered  dependent  upon  tu.  I 
take  it  tbe  tndennwi  it  a  good  deal  mors 
dependent  on  tbe  cuitomet,  than  the  cue- 
tomer  can  pcMubly  be  on  the  tndesman* 
And  ia  tbe  nme  wa;,  those  who  sell  are 
much  more  dependant  on  tlwae  who  pur^ 
chaM  than  the  puichaier  ii  on  them.  Am 
I  fear  that  no  rMulationi  between  nuui-* 
kind  can  prevcot  uose  diffeiencM  and  feel* 
iogi  between  nation*  which  unfiiiumatrij 
cauie  qoanels  and  ultimaUtljr  Head  to  wkt, 
I  Ghould  uf  that  nothing  is  better  calculated 
than  commercial  Telatkms  and  mutual  de- 


T«3 

t»  Ibe  inteieaU  of  the  eonaumer.  There  i> 
a  MroDg  MibUe  feeling  upon  the  tutyect, 
and  that  if  tbe  difficultr  widi  which  we 
have  to  deal  in  introducing  and  canriDg 
into  jnetka  tbe  prindple  of  £ree-trade. 
With  leipeat  to  free-trade  in  com,  I  wish 
Id  laj  that  I  oertaialj  am  not  pt^ued  to 
»dqpt  tbe  reanlutiona  about  to  be  jKcnraaed 
hr  taj  noble  and  karoed  Friend  (Lord 
Brea^wn),  and  for  that  1  will  pteaently 
pn  my  reawna.  I  will  now,  bowerer, 
•dvert  to  some  argumenU  wbich  are  ad- 
vanaed  in  juad6ciLtion  of  prateeting  the 
i^rioiiltuial  intenat,  and  patticulailr  to  one 
wbiob  haa  a  groat  eBect  apon  the  mind*  of 
VHU17  peneu,  aa,  1  eonfen,  it  onoe  bad  upon 
nun^— 1  mean  the  argument  founded  upon 
the  exduiiTe  burden*  laid  to  be  bone  by 
antoulture.  Upon  fiill  ocawderetion,  I 
tamk  that  ia  no  reaam  for  muntaining  tbe 
pfesentsyetenu  I  wilt  not  now  atop  to  in- 
quire whether  the  alleged  exclusive  buidena 
teally  oxiit  t  but  I  aay,  that  if  they  do  eziM, 
we  ought  to  Gompenaate  tbe  Unded  tntetaat 
in  aoBM  other  mode,  and  that  they  form  no 
ni&oient  leaaon  for  inflicting  upon  the  (xun- 
munitjr  genetallf  tlie  evili  attnbuted  to  the 
Conflawi.  tiat  do  1  think  there  i*  much 
WM^t  in  tbe  argument  tlut  we  ahould  be 
indqieBdent  of  foreign  auptdy.  We  find, 
if  we  go  bade  to  ancient  biitory,  tiiat  it  was 
Bat  aetad  on  in  fanner  tinea.  The  great 
and  pawarfol  ttale*  of  Athena  and  Roma 
ware  both  of  than,  and  Athena  more  par- 
ticularlj,  dependant  on  other  counttiea  for 
a  lUMly  of  com,  and  Iha  great  (wator,  ot 
^  foimer,  in  that  orattenof  wluchmy 
noble  and  learned  Friend  (I«rd  Brougham) 
ha*  lately  given  a  tranalation  to  the  public, 
Up  down  the  piind^  that  lo  all  mankind 
hi*  eoontrymen  mnat  look  for  a  aupply  ot 
torn.  And  if  you  aay,  that  the  a[Maidour 
«f  Albeoiwaa  of  a  traniitcry  description — 
and  that  her  great  power  quickly  pawed 
away— what  oan  you  answer  in  the  caie  of 
Rome,  the  moat  strongly  eftabliabed  em- 
pire and  the  graateat  monument  of  hunum 
stienfth,  wiadom,  and  power,  that  ever  ez- 
iatad  oa  tbe  face  of  tbe  earth  ?  I  diimia* 
I,  with  the  remark  that  the 


deoadeaca  of  thoae  atates  can  in  no  reelect 
be  aicrihad  to  their  dcpendenee  on  foreign 
oountrtea  for  a  supply  of  food.  Uy  noble 
Frisnd  (Earl  Ripon)  aigued  last  night  that, 
auppoaing  tbe  incraaie  of  the  noptuation  to 
ff>  on  a*  tt  {Oooeedad,  we  ooiud  never  rdy 
OD  foreign  oountriea  &r  giving  ui  a  supply 
of  food  adequate  to  the  want*  of  the  p^- 
lation.  1  Aould  say  the  situation  of  foreign 
aooptrifi  ii  fiv  BMie  a  B^Jflct  fiw  cofflpkuDt, 


pendence  for  the  produce  of  each  to  prevent 
war  in  the  Gnt  uutance,  to  mitigate  its 
evils  when  it  does  occur,  and  to  bring  it  to 
a  ^leedy  conclusion.  Wdl,  then,  my  Xord«, 
it  may  be  said,  "  With  all  these  argumeute 
in  &vour  of  free-trade,  why  are  you  not 
for  it  ?**      I   iball  state  very  shortly   the 
reasons.    1  should  be  for  it,  if  I  could  plaea 
any  oonfidenoa  in  tbo  arsumente  of  my 
noble  Friend  (Earl  Ripon)  last  ni^t,  that 
the  supply  from  foreign  natioDs  must  be 
very  ssoall  and  inconsiderable.     I  own  it  is 
not  that  1  fear  that  we  shall  get  too  little. 
My  BoUe  Friend  maintained  that  we  should 
get  but  a  small  supply,  but  still  a  supply 
sufficient   to   deprass  utionlture,   and   to 
throw  land  out  of  cultiratiao,  without  ra- 
Hering  tbe  want*  of  the  oommunity.     I 
think  thai  the  demand  and  supply  would 
soon  adjust  itsdf  in  a  satidacttHy  manner. 
But,lBdDiit,myfear is,  that fiireipi coun- 
tries would  not  send  too  little,  but  that  they 
would  send  a  gieat  deal  loo  mudi.    I  have 
read  something  on  this  subject     I  have 
listnted  to  tbe  aqnmants  which  have  been 
urged   respecting  it.     1  have  looked  into 
many  pamplileta   and    documents    which 
treated  of  it ;  but,  I  own,  1  cannot  Hod  a 
reatin^place   for  tbe  sole  of  tbe  foot— 4 
cannot  find  any  sufficient  foondation  fix  tbe 
assumpdoD,  that  we  could  not  hope  for  soy 
considerable   supply  from  other  countries. 
A  nohle  Lord  ddivered  last  night  a  very 
able  argument  on  this  sutyect,  in  which  be 
stated,  that  if  be  could  beUeve  that  foreign 
nations  could  send  as  much  com,  sad  at 
such  a  price,  as  to  diqilace  the  whole  of 
the  com  grown   on   our  poor  lands,  or  a 
great  part  of  it,  he  shouJd  be  in  favour 
at  such  a  change.     That  is  tbe  real  ques- 
tion— itow  much  com  can  you  get  tran 
abroad,  and  at  what  price  P     1  do  not  b«* 
lieve  that   question  can  be  answered  be- 
forehand.    It  can  only  be  asoertained  (tnd 
1  am  not  in  favout  of  trying  it  now)  by 
fltaki^  the  experiment.    The  noble  Lorii 
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puns  were  taken  to  excite  thHi  on  the 
■ubject.  All  tbeac  ^»peal<  have  &iled,  and 
I  do  not  believe  that  if  then  wai  a  bad 


dple  duU  thii  ia  not  the  tine  to  diock 
{Niblic  opinion  and  feeling  on  this  quea- 
tion,  and  which  I  certainly  take  to  be  this, 
that  it  ii  not  safe  at  once  to  do  away 
with  all  ptotection.  This  ia  the  propon- 
I  haa  been  lelled  on  throughout 
Well,  then,  the  questiDn 
remains,  how  we  maf  beat  regulate  that 
jtrotection.  I  have  no  question  what- 
ever in  my  own  mind  that  the  beat 
course  on  this  subject  is  the  impoution 
of  a  fixed  duty;  for  the  sake  of  the 
certain^  it  will  give  to  trade,  and  the 
removal  of  all  the  reetrictions  which 
at  present  impede  it  It  will  give  an 
equal  amount  of  protection  to  aj^culture, 
it  will  be  mote  productive  in  point  of  n- 
tenue,  and  it  will  avoid  aU  the  frauds 
wbidi  it  is  alleged  have  taken  place  with 
respect  to  the  averages.  I  know  it  has 
been  said,  that  those  who  have  examined 
this  lubject  are  convinced  that  frauds  have 
not  taken  place  to  the  extent  alleged. 
However,  it  is  certain,  that  a  very  strung 
opinion  prevails  on  the  subject,  and  that 
very  great  discontent  was  the  consequence. 
If  fraud  has  existed,  it  will  put  an  end  to 
it,  and  if  it  does  not  prevail,  it  would  put 
an  end  to  wirat  is  very  nearly  as  iujunous 
as  fraud  itself— namely,  the  suspirion  of  its 
existence  under  a  system  to  wbkh  no  cer- 
tainty can  belong.  But,  thTougbout  the 
whole  of  these  disenssions  I  tbmk  it  has 
been  admitted,  that  a  fixed  duty  would  be 
mora  favnonUe  to  Uade.  But,  than,  nyi 
the  noble  Losd  who  spoke  with  so  much 
Bbslit]rlastu^t,  "  AfW  all,  the  principal 
olgectioa  to  a  fixed  duty  is,  that  it  cannot 
he  niaiatained  when  com  rises  to  a  high 
price.'  Now,  the  answer  to  that  is,  that 
It  narer  would  rise  to  so  h^  a  price  as  was 
soppoMd.  No  man  oettainly  can  answer 
what  the  price  may  be,  but  at  the  same 
tinu  it  auist  be  ndoiitled,  that  under  the 
nyttam  I  prcfaw^  jou  woidd  be  nose  likely 
to  have  a  certain  and  steady  price  c£  com 
than  imdei  the  pnwat.  Why  caaimt  you 
iMik?  the  attempt  U  solvo  thia  difficult  by 
Kwintabing  such  a  system?  You  nave 
Btaintaineil  a  system  Infinitely  mora  objec- 
ticmable.  Why  not  change  it  br  one 
founded  OQ  the  gnninds  of  sense  md  rea- 
son—mudi  man  prudent  and  rational,  and 
free  from  the  olgectianB  which  can  be  uraed 
ajpinst  the  present  scale.  |The  people  of  uus 
country  have  great  power  and  inAuence. 
They  have  made  no  rash  use  of  the  wea- 
poms  in  their  hands.  Their  efforts  with  re- 
gard to  this  law  have  been  hitherto  marked 
with  gK»%  prodeace,   tbougb    suffldcot 


harvest  immediately  after  such  a  change  at 
I  propose,  and  that  thera  was  temporarily 
a  high  and  diatreaong  price  of  fora,  that 
you  would  have  any  more  difficulty  in 
maintaining  the  fixed  duty  than  you  ham 
in  preserving  your  present  acale.  I  know 
very  well  that  great  attonjrta  might  bo 
used  to  infiame  the  public  mind  ;  but  I  do 
believe  the  people  would  be  found  fiur  and 
reasonable,  and  that  jou  might  adhere  to 
the  new  system.  I  have  not  stated  the 
amount  of  the  duty  I  propose.  I  merely 
call  on  you  to  affirm  a  resolution,  that  tha 
change  I  submit  would  be  more  advan- 
tageouB  to  trade  and  the  general  wel&re  of 
the  community.  I  have  not  inaerted  the 
amount  of  duty,  because,  in  the  first  ptaeCi 
it  is  contrary  to  the  usage  of  Parliament 
to  do  so  in  this  House  ;  hut  my  oirinlon  is 
in  favour  of  the  amount  of  duty  proposed 
by  the  late  Government,  and  which,  if  it 
had  been  entertained  by  the  re|n«seDtativea 
of  the  landed  interest  in  a  fnendiy  virit, 
would  have  given  a  far  greater  hope  <M  aU 
dJKrences  hdng  compnniised,  ana  a  final 
settlement  arrived  at,  than  the  pnpoad 
which  is  now  submitted.  1  much  nor  that 
the  o|^ortunity  An  conciliation  u  passed. 
The  grounds  on  which  I  recommend  this 
Ull  appear  to  me  clear  and  inielUglUe.  I 
lecammend  it,  as  it  will  have  the  cAect  of 
ptevendng  flraud,  and  the  suspieiosi  of 
fraud ;  a^  I  reeot^mend  it  genoally  as  a 
mat  improvement  on  the  pvasent  qratea. 
I  make  tLis  motion,  and  I  move  this  iwo> 
lution,  with  reference  to  the  past,  with 
to  the  presont  time,  and  with 
,  ,  of  tha  future.  With  referasee 
to  the  past,  in  justifioation  of  the  Govern, 
mcnt  whu^  brought  it  forward :  with  i** 
spect  to  the  present,  becwue  I  think  it  the 
best  course  that  can  be  adopted;  and>» 
though  I  have  little  hope  of  being  able  to 
ioduoe  your  Lordshua  to  aooede  to  it^ 
with  reject  to  the  nituie,  1  have  a  pso 
feet  oonfidenoe  that  you  will  one  day  «no* 
tion  i^  and  that  it  will  become  the  law  of 
this  oountry.  -  The  noble  Viscount  eon* 
eluded  by  moving  the  fbDowing  leaolu* 
tion:— 

"  Tbtt  II  Is  the  opinion  of  Uito  House  that  a 
Azsd  duty  upon  the  Issportatton  of  (i>rei|B  cosn 
and  flour  would  be  ntete  advautafeons  M 
trade,  and  mora  oondueive  to  the  geasral  wel- 
fare of  all  classes  of  the  people,  than  agradn. 
Bled  duly  varyinK  with  the  avarage  of  prices 
in  the  maikeu  of  this  conotry." 
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Tba  Earl  ot  Ripon  laid,  tkat  the  man- 
ner in  which  his  noble  Friend  hud  tntro- 
dnced  bii  resolution  to  the  Houie  ren- 
dered it  unneceiiary  for  him  to  trouble 
their  Lordships  at  an;  length  on  the  pro- 
position which  his  noble  Friend  had  inb- 
miited  for  their  Lordships' consideration. 
Nothing  conid  be  more  fair,  nothing 
could  be  more  candid,  or  more  reasonable, 
than  the  mode  in  which  his  noble  Friend 
bad  brought  his  reaolulion  forward  ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  he  could  not  forbear 
from  impressing  on  their  Lordships  how 
exceedingly  unwise  and  imprudent  it 
would  be  in  their  Lordships  to  accede  lo 
that  proposition.  In  the  course  of  last 
night  their  Lordships  had  rejected  propo- 
sitions, the  object  of  which  was  to  stop 
the  progress  of  the  present  bill.  They 
had  not  only  done  that,  but  they  tisd  by  a 
speciSc  vote  in  faronr  of  the  second  read- 
it^  so  farconfiriaed  the  principle  on  which 
the  bill  was  fonnded.  The  present  pro- 
position of  his  noble  Friend  went  the 
length  of  catling  on  their  Lordships  lo 
rescind  the  vote  they  had  already  come 
to,  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  an  entirety 
new  principle  for  the  purpose  of  regulating 
the  trade  in  corn,  though  his  noble  Friend 
had,   at   the   same  time,  abstained  from 

S'ring  their  Lordships  any  glimmering  of 
e  mode  in  which  be  proposed  to  carry 
bis  resolulion  into  effect.  He  did  not 
think  that  their  Lordships  could  be  pre- 
pared,  in  reasonable  ccmsistency,  to  agree 
to  that  resolution.  What  would  be  the 
first  effect  of  the  carrying  of  that  resola- 
tioD  ?  If  his  noble  Friend  sncceeded  in 
passing  bis  resolniion,  then  there  was  an 
end  of  the  bill  before  the  House ;  and 
their  Lordships  would  be  giving  a  triumph 
to  the  noble  Earl  (Earl  Stanhope),  who 
lost  night  in  vain  tried  to  extinguish  the 
bill.  And  when  the  presenl  bill  was  tbos 
got  rid  of,  their  Lordships  would  be  no 
flirther  advanced  on  the  subject.  Every 
body  ndmitied  that  some  measure  with  re- 
gara  to  com  was  necessary.  All,  but  a 
very  few,  whose  number  last  night  did  not 
exceed  seventeen,  conceived  it  to  be  ne- 
cesaary  to  come  to  some  settlement  of  this 
question.  Bot  suppose  their  Lordships 
were  to  determine  that  his  noble  Friend's 
proposition  was  a  wise  one,  and  that  the 
present  bill  ought  to  be  extinguished,  they 
would  still  leave  the  existing  law,  with  all 
its  deformities,  whatever  they  night  be,  in 
full  force,  and  what  gronna  would  their 
Irfudibipt  have  to  anticipate  that  they 


would  be,  fn  the  course  of  the  present  Ses- 
sion, or  at  any  period  that  could  be  named, 
in  a  condition  to  alter  the  law,  even  ac- 
cording to  the  views  of  his  noble  Friend  ? 
He  was,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  no  pos- 
sible practical  resultof  any  beneficial  kind 
could  follow  from  the  adoption  of  his 
noble  Friend's  resolution.  At  the  same 
time  he  should  not  wish  to  put  his  objec- 
tion to  (he  resolution  on  the  mere  ground 
of  technical  inconvenience  in  reference  to 
the  actual  state  of  the  questioo.  He  con- 
fessed he  did  object  to  his  noble  Friend's 
proposition  on  principle.  He  believed 
that  it  would  not  be  found  to  effect  its 
object :  that  it  was  liable  to  great  prac> 
tical  difficulty  and  evil  in  its  execuiton. 
He  thought  it  would  not  relieve  the  coun- 
try from  any  inconveniences  which  might 
be  alleged  to  belong  to  the  preseut  system. 
On  the  contrary,  he  believed  that  it  would 
be  found,  in  some  respects,  to  aggranta 
those  evils,  and  its  disadvantages  would 
more  than  counterbalance  its  advantages^ 
His  noble  Friend  said  he  declined  enter- 
ing into  any  details,  or  slating  any  specific 
plan,  but  that  he  remained  attached  lo 
the  scheme  proposed  by  his  own  Oovem- 
ment  last  year,  which  went  to  the  imposi- 
tion of  a  protective  duty  of  8*.  His  niAth 
Friend,  in  the  course  of  his  speecfa,  bad 
stated  many  good  icaaons,  though  he  bed 
at  the  same  time  thrown  overboard  sohm 
equally  sound  arguments,  for  objectiog  lo 
what  was  called  a  free-trade  in  com. 
Therefore,  he  said,  that  bis  fixed  duty  was 


duty  « 
B  of  pi 


to  be  established  on  the  priociple  t 
tection ;  but  he  had  never  told  the  Hoose 
on  what  ground  it  was,  that  he  conceived 
that  a  permsnent  duly  of  8f,  would  or 
could  give  the  necessary  protectioD.  To 
propose  a  duty  which  would  not  give  the 
protection  which  the  noble  Lord  edmitted 
to  be  indispensably  necessary  was  worts 
than  useless.  It  would  mislead  those  ft>r 
whose  benefit  it  was  intended.  In  his 
opinion  a  permanent  fixed  duty  of  8i.  ap- 
peared in  the  present  slate  of  things  no 
protection  at  all.  If  they  adopted  the 
principle  of  protection,  they  must  assnme 
this — that  up  to  a  certain  point  protectJoa 
was  really  prohibition.  On  what  ground, 
then,  was  the  amount  of  protection  to  be 
calculated  I  The  basis  of  the  calculation 
must,  he  conceived,  be  a  combination  of 
the  price  at  which  the  article  might  be  in- 
troduced from  foreign  countries,  and  the 
price  at  which  it  could  be  produced,  in  an 
adetjtiate  amoaDt,  io  this  country.    If  the 
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price  ftt  which  foreign  corn  coald  be  ini' 
ported  into  this  cotinlry  upon  an  averagf 
of  yean  should  be  40«.,  and  if  the  le- 
muneratiog  price  here  (whatever  diffi- 
cnhiei  might  exist  in  precisely  oscer- 
taining  the  particular  amount)  should  lie 
between  56i.  and  6Qt.,  it  was  manifest  that 
a  duly  of  8f .  was  no  protection  at  all ;  and 
it  woold  therefore  i>e  a  delusion  to  offer 
to  the  growen  of  corn  a  protection  which, 
in  reference  to  the  remunerating  price 
here,  would  end  in  being  no  protection  at 
all.  There  was  another  objection  to  this 
plan  of  a  fixed  duly  which  in  his  mind  ap- 
peared insuperable.  He  did  not  deny 
that  there  was  a  simplicity  and  unifonnity 
of  operation  in  fised  duty  which  recom- 
mended it  at  a  general  principle  in  any 
other  matter  except  one  of  such  vital  con- 
sequence as  the  food  of  the  people.  This, 
he  repeated,  was  a  subject  of  such  vital 
consequence  that  it  seemed  to  be  ex- 
empted from  the  ordinary  principles  which 
f;overned  commercial  matters.  Re  be- 
ieved,  indeed,  that  this  fixed  duty  wonld 
be  no  protection  at  all  at  the  time 
when  protection  was  essentially  necessary, 
namely,  when  prices  here  were  very  low. 
No  one,  orconne,  presumed  to  complain, 
or  to  insinuate  the  roost  remote  shadow  of 
cossplaint,  against  a  low  price  of  com,  if 
it  arose  from  the  bounty  of  Providence 
and  the  abundance  of  our  own  production. 
But  if  it  were  not  so  produced,  but  occa- 
■kmed  by  an  abundant  supply,  which 
might  not  he  wanted,  poured  in  from 
other  countries,  then  it  would  create  that 
discouragement  which  the  noble  Lord  was 
anxious  should  not  be  given  to  the  agri- 
culturists of  this  country.  The  noble 
Lord  said  thero  was  something  sdvan- 
tageons  to  the  operations  of  commerce  in 
a  filed  duly,  which  did  not  belong  to  the 
graduated  scale  of  the  present  law.  But 
iheir  Lordships  must  argue  this  question 
on  principle,  and  not  on  the  mode  in 
which  hie  noble  Friend  wished  to  apply  it. 
They  must  argue  it  on  the  principle  that 
the  protection  to  be  given  must  be  suffi- 
cient. If,  then,  the  prolection  was  to  be 
saSicient,  it  must  be  of  such  sn  amount 
as  wonU  insure  to  the  growers  of  corn  a 
reasonable  prospect  of  being  able  to  ot^ 
tain  thai  which  was  held  to  be  a  remu- 
nerating price.  His  noble  Friend  could 
not  escape  from  this  question  of  a  ramn- 
iteratiog  price,  and  it  must  be  one  of  the 
elements  of  his  plan.  If  the  protection 
offered  was  sufficient  to  insure,  as  far  as 


any  law  could,  a  remunerating  price 
(though,  in  his  opinion,  no  law  could  in- 
sure it,  and  he  never  proposed  any  Corn- 
law  for  such  a  purpose,  but  with  the  view 
of  not  admitting  Toreign  com  when  prices 
were  low  in  this  country),  still  prices  might 
rise  so  high  as  to  make  the  protective  duty 
of  8i.  a  grievance.  His  noble  Friend 
said,  that  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in 
maintaining  the  duty ;  and  that  lie  waa 
confident  that  the  good  sense  of  the 
people  would  not  object  to  the  fixed  duly 
when  prices  were  high,  in  consideration  of 
the  advantages  which  he  presumed  Ibey 
would  get  from  it  when  prices  were  low. 
But  would  it  not  be  most  imprudent  to 
act  on  such  a  reliance  ?  His  noble  Friend 
had  not  shadowed  forth  even  the  most 
misty  view  of  the  mode  in  which  he  was 
prepared  to  meet  the  case  of  prices  rising 
very  high,  but  he  seemed  to  anticipata 
that  it  would  then  be  necessary  to  take 
some  measure  to  put  an  end  to  the  duty. 
If  this  were  so,  the  duly  was  not  a  fixed 
one;  but  something  which  vanished-^ 
something  which  was  extinguished  by  a 
necessity,  and  it  wanted  the  essential 
quality  of  a  fixed  duly— that  of  being  un- 
changeable. By  the  way,  his  noble  Friend 
had  let  out  that  be  might  have  been  dis- 
posed, if  circumstances  had  been  favour- 
able,  and  if  the  agricultnral  interest  had 
been  a  little  more  squaeaable,  to  have 
offered  them  a  greater  protection,  say  I3i. 
or  I4j.  [Viscount  Mtlbournt  t  I  named 
no  sum.]  No,  the  noUe  Lord  named  no 
sum,  and  there  was  the  ingenuity  of  his 
proceeding ;  but  ibat  constituted  a  reason 
why  their  Lordships  ought  not  to  agree  to 
a  ]iroposition  about  which  tbey  knew 
nothing.  What  did  the  noble  Lord  pro- 
pose to  do  when  corn  rose  so  high  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  maintain  the  fixed 
doty  1  He  had  not  told  the  House  that  the 
law  which  he  proposed  should  enact  bis 
principle  would  contain  in  itself  any  pro- 
visions which  would  meet  this  case.  Was 
the  remission  of  the  duty  to  be  dependent 
on  the  will  of  the  Government  ?  Was  it  to 
be  an  act  of  authority  on  the  part  of  the 
Stale?  If  so,  where  was  the  certainly  on 
whieh  ihe  framer  of  the  resolution  had  so 
much  relirf  ?  At  one  lime  an  Administra- 
tion might  thirtk  a  certain  price  exorbi- 
tantly high,  which  at  another  time  another 
Administration  might  deem  a  moderate 
price.  Thus,  instead  of  having  a  law 
which  everybody  might  watch,  and  the 
operation  of  which  might  be  foreseen  by   ^ 
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«very  WM,  the  people  would  ba*e  to  cal- 
culate on  that  which  tbey  coeld  not  fore- 
te^-'Umely,  tfaa  diipoeilioo  of  the  Go- 
T«niDietit  for  Uie  time  being  to  deal  with 
the  queetioo  ucording  to  their  own  opin- 
ioDt)  or  Bocordiiig  to  that  prenura  from 
without  wkich  might  force  them  againat 
their  batter  judgment  to  Kitbdraw  the 
duty.  What  was  ihs  objeetion  to  the 
graduated  acale?  The  great  rapidity  in  it* 
changes,  and  the  inducement  thereby  held 
out  Tor  partita  to  ipeculate,  and  unduly 
influence  the  averagei.  But  the  noble 
Lord'a  plan  would  produce  a  much  greater 
rapidity  of  change.  There  would  be  a 
change  from  8*,  to  nothing,  and  back 
again  from  nothing  to  8*.  The  whole 
pun  would  be  from  the  beginning  to  the 
•ndamatterorunoerlaiotyj  conaequenlly 
thil  principle  of  a  fixed  duly  could  not  be 
made  to  work  (BtiifBctorily ;  and  it  did 
not  appear  that  the  gradaaied  ecaie,  the 
iDtrinsia  abstract  juitice  of  which  the 
noble  Lord  had  not  denied,  could  be  leit 
■atiafactory  to  the  produoer,  aad  leu 
calculated  to  gire  relief,  a*  regarded  time, 
to  the  coniumer,  than  the  other  plan  of  a 
fixed  duty,  if  eitablithed  on  (ha  principle 
of  pratection.  If  tbe  noble  Lord  were  to 
lay  that,  iaatcad  of  giving  a  duty  for  pro- 
tectioa,  ha  would  impoee  a  rooderMe  duty 
for  the  purpoao  of  raveuue,  which  would 
have  little  or  no  efiect  on  the  price  of  the 
article,  he  oonU  uaderMaad,  though  be 
abovld  ftbjtct  10  tile  piinclple.  that  il 
would  not  be  liable  10  the  particblatob- 
jeotlona  urged  feninat  a  fixed  duty  given 
for  ptotcotioa.  It  did  appear  to  him  that 
the  plan  of  the  fixed  duty  bad  nooeof  tba 
advaatagea  which  the  noUe  Lord  eaeribed 
to  it;  for  it  would  leave  every  thing  in  a 
atate  of  nncertainlyi  Nobody  would  know 
the  amount  of  protection  under  a  fixed 
duty,  and  tbey  would  have  at  an  early 
period  to  do  again  that  which  aoiiie  noUe 
Lord  aaid  tbey  nutt  do  again  if  the  bill 
BOW  on  the  Table  paeaed, — namely  legi». 
late  anew  on  tbe  tnbject.  It  waa  poeiible 
they  might  have  to  legislate  again.  No 
■ctWne  luppoied  that  any  law  would  latt 
for  eternity,  except  thoea  foolish  people 
the  Medei  and  the  Persiana ;  and  some- 
thing had  fallen  from  the  noble  Lord  op- 
pMite,  from  which  il  appeared  that  be  did 
not  look  wpOB  hia  propoeition  ai  one  that 
be  emld  permanently  maintain  ;  becauM 
he  laid,  tMi  in  ragardti^  the  various  con- 
■tderationa  which  lad  him  to  obiect  to  the 
'Mtira  •(  a  DoMa  and  kMned  Lord,  be 
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did  not  think  that  the  atato  of  things  now 
would  warrant  the  abitooe  of  all  proteo- 
tion.  Tbe  use  of  the  word  "  now"  in 
conaextou  with  tbe  plan  which  tbe  noble 
Lord  propoeed  was  an  argument  of  iis  in- 
stability, and  brought  him  to  tbe  oonclu- 
lion  that  those  who  thought  that  protec- 
tion must  be  given  to  agrioultun  would, 
ofoecestity,  vote  againat  bis  reaolution. 

Tbe  Eail  of  C/ormdM  said,  as  he  had 
long  been  cmvinoed  of  tbe  great  and  in- 
creasing evils  of  the  Corn-laws,  be  waa 
desirous,  not  only  of  staling  the  grounds 
of  thit  opinion,  and  the  reason  why  he 
supported  the  lesolotion  of  his  noble 
Friend ;  but  also  of  congratulating  tba 
Houae  and  tbe  country  npon  the  tiOM 
having  at  lei^tb  arrived,  when  by  the 
common  agreement  of  all  parties,  wiih  tha 
esceptton  of  aeveatean  noble  Lords  who 
voted  last  night  vntb  tbe  noble  Earl,  soma 
change  had  become  indispensable,  and  an 
adherence  to  our  present  system  into  all 
iu  iraio  of  attendant  misfortunes,  was  no 
longer  looked  upon  as  poeiible.  Ha  only 
wished  he  could  alto  congratulate  the 
House  upon  tbe  bill  which  hii  nobU 
Friend  had  last  night  introduced,  being 
calculated  to  satit^  public  expectation, 
or  alleviate  ihe  unparalleled  distrait  under 
which  so  large  a  portion  of  their  fellow- 
ceiiotrymen  were  labouring  t  but  it  af^ 
peered  to  him,  that  it  no  uore  raqaiied 
tbe  noble  Duke  (the  Duke  of  Buokiu^k 
ham),  to  make  tbe  sacrifice,  (and  a  pain- 
ful  one  it  waa,  no  doubt,  to  him),  of 
abandoaiDg  bis  eolleaguts  w  Ihe  eve  of 
the  meeli^  of  Parltameat,  than  it  jusii* 
fied  the  viiiom  of  ruin  and  revolutieD 
which  the  noble  Earl  Stanhope  ootyured 
up,  and  coui pared  to  which  he  iniisted 
that  the  horrors  of  the  French  Ravolntion 
were  but  "  milk  and  water,"  His  naUe 
Friend,  (the  Earl  of  Haidewioke)  had 
proved  last  night  in  the  clearest  manner 
that  ihis  meisure  would  not  deprive  tbe 
Bgricullaral  interest  of  an  atom  of  the  real 
protection  which  tbey  now  enjoyed,  and 
would  not  abais  a  singts  one  of  tbe  evile 
with  which  tbe  present  Corn-laws  art 
chargeable.  He  rejoiced,  however,  at 
the  introduction  of  this  measure,  which 
he  looked  upon  aa  a  groat  and  important 
event,  because  it  waa  an  abandonmiDt 
of  all  those  posiiroiH  hitherto  held  hy  Ihe 
party  now  in  power,  but  which  they  bad 
dcaerted  in  order  to  aeek  others  fraoi 
which  tbev  would  be  itill  mora  tauly 
dfivah.    tbe  pOiiliena  upra  which  tbijF  -.'< 
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lut  year,  in  oppontion,  bxik  their  etand 
vera,  that  the  Corn-laws  worked  for  the 
good  of  the  community— that  they  gave 
no  mora  than  the  juit  protection  to  the 
faimer — that  thej  secured  to  the  coantry 
m  sufficient  supply  of  com,  and  that  they 
prerenied  fluctuation  in  price,  and  de- 
pendeoce  upon  foreigners.  All  these  had 
now  beeo  abandooed,  and  the  real  benefit 
to  be  eipecled  from  the  meainro  wu  lo  be 
looked  for  in  the  debates  which  had  taken 
place  upon  it;  they  were  altogether  com- 
poaed  of  coocesstons  on  the  part  of  those 
who  introduced  and  sappoTted  the  bill  in 
tbe  other  House — it  was  now  discovered, 
tkat  the  protection  was  ezcessire  and  un- 
Mcessary—that  tbe  fluctuation  in  price 
was  great,  and  ought  to  be  diminUhsd — 
that  Uie  supply  of  food  was  rcgultied  by 
gambling,  s^nd  tbat  between  two  and  three 
millions  of  persons,  mora  than  one-teolh 
of  the  popnlation  of  England  and  Scot- 
land were  absolutely  dependent  upon 
foreign  countries  for  tbe  bread  they  eat. 
Now,  no  argument  had  been  moi«  used 
in  that  House,  than  that  we  should  be 
indepeadent  of  foreign  natious  for  our 
supply  of  corn,  in  total  disregard  of  the 
fact  tbat  of  ^1  countries,  this  was  the 
oae  moat  dependent  on  other  nations, 
and  ihtt  Ibis  rery  dependence  was  one  of 
the  chief  sonroes  of  oar  greatness  and 
power.  Wir«  va  not  depsodent  npon 
fmigMn  tor  the  A0,000,000  worth  of 
Britiib  mnnufaetufM  and  produce  that 
M  export  aimaally,  at  lean  half  of  which 
is  paid  in  tbe  wagea  of  labour.  Witb- 
out  (be  maoubctures  that  we  azpoTt,  ho« 
conld  we  import  the  raw  materials  neeaa- 
sary  Cor  tbeoit— tbe  cotton,  the  silk,  tbe 
hemp,  tbe  timber,  tbe  wine  and  oil,  and 
tea.  the  tcry  nooessaries,  m  well  as  luio- 
riaa  of  life  ?  Could  we  maintain  oar 
Ibree  n^ioM  of  tons  of  shipping,  if 
wtt  wcM  independent  of  foseign  nations  f 
Did  Mt  the  existence  of  the  navy  it- 
self depend  upon  foreign  nations!  And 
*•!«  wbtnefer  the  quaitton  was  raised  of 
bow  we  conid  beat  import  a  certain  quan* 
tily  of  foreign  com  that  we  must  hare, 
and  which  is  over  and  above  what  we  can 
produce,  we  are  than  always  leld  that  we 
oeght  lo  be  independent  of  foreign  italions, 
A«  a  noble  Eerl  (Earl  Win^ilsea)  bad 
said,  we  owgbl  not  to  be  dependent  opos 
aconnlry  which,  at  any  time,  owmgeilher 
M  political  circa  instances,  or  to  domealic, 
■r  fiscal  regulations,  m^bl  interfere  and 
dsfrira  M  ef  whet  we  wanted  wbtB  at  (be 


way  to  be  independent  of  foreign  nations, 
wes  to  have  comneicial  relationa  with 
them  all ;  far  better  was  it  to  be  torn* 
stantly  dependent  on  all  than  to  be  oc* 
casionalW  dapendatt  upon  any.  Then 
we  could  reckon  on  a  regular  supply 
for  our  wanU;  then  we  might  reckon 
on  a  regular  demand  for  our  manuhc- 
tureat  then  we  might  guard  agatut  that 
drain  of  gold  and  daru^ement  of  the 
monetary  system,  which,  only  three  years 
ago,  brought  the  Bank  of  England  to  tbe 
very  verge  of  insolvency,  and  tbat  national 
calamity  would  beyond  all  question  have 
occurred  but  for  tne  assistance  afforded 
by  the  Bank  of  France — an  instance,  by 
the  way,  of  the  use  of  being  dependent  oa 
foreign  nations.  But  above  all  it  was  in 
that  mntual  dependence  among  natioM 
which  tbe  provisions  of  nature  point  out  aa 
clearly  as  we  are  permitted  to  comprehend 
anything  of  the  intentions  of  the  Almighty 
that  we  shall  find  tbe  sorest  guarantee  for 
that  greatest  of  blemiogs,  the  maintenanoe 
of  peace,  which  to  ni  is  a  mark  of  first 
necessity,  and  which  would  be  cheaply 
purchased  by  any  sacrifice  short  of  nft> 
Uooal  honour;  and  in  illuitraiion  of  what 
his  noble  Friend  (Lord  Helboums)  had 
said  upon  that  point,  be  might  cite  the 
evenu  which  Md  occurred  in  Cwadn 
four  yeate  ago.  Their  Lordahlps  woaU 
rooolleot,  what  was  the  atate  of  mattan 
then  upon  tbe  Ceiudiao  frontier.  Tiey 
would  renenber  the  crowds  of  "sy»> 
pelhisera"  which  swarmed  npoo  the  Am*> 
rican  aide ;  they  would  recolleet  tbe 
impotence  of  the  American  govamniaat  t« 
maintain  order  or  lo  enforce  the  law) 
they  would  lemember  the  case  of  Mr. 
M'Leod,  end  the  manner  m  whioh  he,  n 
British  subject,  had  been  Ibrnsl  beek  bj 
a  furious  rabble  into  the  prison  from 
which  by  the  law  of  the  United  States  he 
bed  first  been  libenled  i  they  would  re^ 
member  the  laagoere  hrid  by  Ibe  pnaa — 
the  lengnage  ulfored  io  Coogreaa— tbe  ax- 
cilemeol  which  piwvailed  throngbout  llie 
states,  and  tbe  eagetnese  apparsntly  an* 
conbollable  for  tbe  blood  of  that  nnfertn- 
nate  man )  and  be  would  ask  them,  raoaam* 
baring  all  these  occnmoeea,  whether  then 
did  not  appear  every  cbanee  of  a  war  be- 
Iween  tbetwoGonnlriesbreaktBgoutT  He 
would  ask  dso  why  it  did  not  take  pleee, 
why  it  wee  narer  seriooaly  apprefaonded, 
wby  no  preperations  eree  were 
side  nwH  for  Ibe 
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then  wu  evidence  to  sbov,  thRtwe  might 
expect  large  suppliet  from  those  counttiee. 
It  was  of  these  pTohibitory  laws  that 
America  complaioed.  They  complaiDcd  of 
these  eDtctments,  and  justly  said,  that  the 
treaties  by  which  we  were  bound  to 
place  them  oa  the  same  footing  with 
more  favoured  nations,  were  evaded ; 
yes,  and  they  would  continue  to  be 
evaded,  uatil  the  three  inoDths  which 
il  toolc  to  bring  cargoes  from  America 
should  be  made  equal  to  the  three  weeka' 
pauage  from  olhet  countries,  as  &r  as 
regarded  the  chance  of  finding  the  duties 
the  same  afler  the  expiration  of  the  longer 
period,  which  other  parties  had  of  finding 
them  similar  at  the  end  of  the  shorter 
lime.  lo  August  lett,  the  duty  on  wheat 
was  22i.  Set. ;  in  September,  it  fell  lo  It., 
and  in  five  weeks  was  again  u^  at  22t.  6d. ; 
and  the  few  shipments  made  in  New  York 
arrived  in  this  country  after  the  dnty  had 
regained  its  prohibitory  point,  in  conae- 
quence  of  the  quantity  of  com  poured  in 
from  the  countries  of  Europe,  and  which 
derived  an  advantage  from  which  America 
was  excluded.  This  was  an  instance  of 
the  injurious  efiects  of  the  sliding-scale 
on  our  commerce  with  distant  countries, 
and  it  must  be  remembered  that  our  re- 
mittances to  the  United  States  in  payment 
of  com,  would  be  almost  entirely  made  i» 
manufactures:  whereas  for  the  com  ro- 
ceived  from  the  coniinent,  bullion  was  al- 
most always  demanded  in  return.  Now, 
suppose  America  were  to  adopt  thealid- 
ing-scale  with  refiirence  to  our  manu- 
factures, and  to  admit  our  cotton  fabrics  at 
a  rate  of  duty  varying  with  the  quantity 
produced  in  their  own  country— what 
would  be  the  consequence?  Out  trade 
in  the  article  would  abaolutely  cease. 
None  would  make  shipments  under  such 
circumstances,  when  the  amonnl  of  the 
duty,  which  might  be  exigible  when  the 
gtMids  arrived  at  their  destination,  was  ut- 
terly unknown.  And  yet  this  waa  the 
system  which  was  adopted  with  reference 
to  America;  the  consequence  was,  that 
no  corn  was  grown  for  out  market — none 
was  brought  here  and  we  deprived  ourselves 
of  a  trade  which  would  support  and  pve 
employment  to  thousands.  A  noble  Lord 
bad  asked  what  were  the  mischiefs  of  the 
sliding-scale?  He  had  pointed  out  aoiae 
of  them  with  reference  to  distant  countries. 


The  ansiver  was  to  be  found  in  the  word 
"  commerce."  It  was  to  the  fourteen  mil- 
lions worth  of  raw  materials  which  we 
imported  fromAmerica,and  thestillgreater 
amount  of  manufactures  which  we  export- 
ed to  it  that  we  were  indebted  for  the  pre- 
servation of  peace.  It  was  owing  to  the 
mutual  dependence  of  England  and  Ame- 
rica (and  long  might  that  dependence  con- 
tinue!)— and  the  impossibility  in  which 
each  country  knew  itself  to  he  of  doing 
without  the  other  that  both,  without  the 
slightest  degradation,  without  ihe  shadow 
of  a  stain  upon  their  national  honour,  ta- 
citly, he  might  almost  say  instintively 
agreed  to  compound  their  differences,  and 
refrained  from  inflicting  upon  themselves 
the  ruin  and  calamities  of  war.  He  had 
alluded  to  these  facts  as  illustrating  the 
observations  of  his  noble  Friend,  as  he 
was  certain  there  could  be  no  instance 
more  striking  of  the  benefits  of  mutnal 
dependence;  but  he  maintained,  that  this 
coantry  could  not  reap  all  the  benefits 
which  would  accrue  from  such  a  system 
aa  long  as  a  graduated  scsle  of  duties 
should  be  maintained  on  the  introductiou 
of  that  firat  great  necessary  of  life,  the 
food  of  Ihe  people  —  which  his  noble 
Friend  (Lord  Ripon)  had  justly  charac- 
terised as  the  most  important  subject  that 
could  command  the  attention  of  the  legis- 
lature. There  waa  no  country  with  which 
Great  Britain  carried  on  a  more  exten- 
sive trade  than  with  America;  there  waa 
no  country,  the  continuance  and  in- 
crease of  the  trade  wiih  which,  was  more 
easy  of  attainment  ihau  with  America,  if 
we  took  but  the  proper  means  for  it  while 
they  were  yet  in  our  power — while  Ameri- 
cans were  yet  the  producers  of  raw  mate- 
rials, and  we  of  manufactured  commodi- 
ties—while in  short  we  were  mutually  ne- 
cessary to  each  other,  and  before  we  com- 
pelled them  aa  we  did  the  Germans  twenty 
years  a^o  to  become  manufacturera  by 
our  obatinata  refusal  to  take  for  our  pro- 
ductions the  only  commodities  thev  had  to 
give  in  exchange.  But  we  excluded  our- 
srives  from  commerce  with  the  corn  pro- 
ducing states  of  America  by  means  of  the 
graduated  scale  of  duties  exactly  as  we 
should  with  ihe  Southern  Stales  if  we  ap- 
plied a  sliding-scale  to  the  importation  of 
cotton.  His  noble  Friend  hod  staled  last 
night,  that  we  could  not  reckon  on  any 
supply  from  these  slates t  And  why? 
Because  our  markets  were  entirely  closed 
against  tbem.     If  we  admitted  their  corn. 


and  a  repetition  of  them  would,  probably 
take  place  tliis  year,  for  as  long  as  the 
sliding-scale  was  maintained,  ao  long  will 
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then  b>  no  nttttral  exchinge  of  forei^ 
corn  for  British  commoditiet ;  by  that  be 
meant,  that  the  trade  can  be  upon  no 
refolar  nor  natural  footing  and  no  pre- 
TiouB  preparation  can  be  made  to  meet  it 
io  the  ordinary  cotine  of  commerce.  One 
yeai  we  niig^t  want  ten  times  ihe  amounl 
of  corn  that  we  did  the  year  before;  but 
this  would  not  create  ia  other  countries  a 
correipoDding  demand  for  our  mannfac- 
tares.  The  corn,  however,  mnat  be  had, 
and  it  must  be  paid  forin  the  only  commo- 
dity available  for  the  purpose,  which  was 
ID  bnllion.  Neither  could  any  modiGcaiion 
or  form  of  the  ilidio^-scale  prodnce  regu- 
larity of  supply  from  abroad ;  the  foreigu 
grower  cannot  cultivate  his  land  for  the 
^glisb  market  as  the  manufactuTer  here 
produces  goods  for  a  foreigu  market,  our 
denaand  is  sudden  and  unexpected ;  tbe 
price  risea  by  oar  competition,  and  if  it  be 
trneaBitisgenerallyiaidjtbBtashortharresi 
here  usually  takes  place  when  the  tame 
happens  oa  the  coniineot,  it  follows,  thai 
the  foreign  aupply  is  deficient  in  the  mar- 
ket to  which  we  nave  restricted  ourselveg 
and  thus,  by  suddenly  railing  the  price  of 
the  food,  which  we  must  have,  we  inflict 
a  grievous  injury  upon  ourselves,  and  are 
an  absolute  curse  upon  the  countries  from 
which  we  Ann  our  supplies  ;  and  by  (he 
vary  ansngeaients  which  we  make  for 
rendering  ourselves  independeot  of  all 
foreign  countries,  we  secure  onr  depend-  < 
eoee  upon  a  few,  and  that  on  terms  most 
onerous  to  ourselves.  Now,  to  not  one  of 
thoae  evils  did  the  bill  before  the  House 
propoae  to  apply  any  remedy,  yet  her 
Majesty's  Government  must  be  well  aware 
of  the  character  and  extent  of  those  evils, 
otherwise  why  make  any  change  in  the 
law  ?  It  could  not  be  merely  for  the  sake 
of  that  occasional  revision  of  laws  to  which 
his  noble  Friend  had  alluded  last  ni^ht, 
which  io  other  words,  would  be  a  premium 
on  oooatant  agitation  by  giving  the  people 
to  nnderatsnd  that  there  is  uoihing  settled 
not  6dbI  in  the  laws  which  most  afiect 
tbera.  Surely  the  Ooremment  roust  be 
aware,  diat  in  the  words  of  Mr.  Alexander 
Btriag,  id  one  of  his  many  admirable 
speechea  in  the  House  of  Commons  upon 
thesul>)Bct, 

"The  Cem-taws  are  intimsielj  connected 
with  tbe  progress  of  msnnfscitire*;  thst  they 
are  to  be  found  in  the  beginning,  tbe  middle, 
and  at  the  end  of  every  qnestion  in  which 
ttie  price  of  labour  entered. " 

Surely  the  Ooverament  must  have  fell 
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as  Mr.  Hnskiuon  felt,  that  if  the  price  of 
subsistence,  t.  e.  the  price  of  all  those 
particular  articles  which  we  do  not  ex- 
port, bnt  are  compelled  to  import,  be  ma- 
terially dearer  here  than  elsewhere,  that 
dearness  cannot  be  shifted  to  the  articles 
which  we  do  export.  It  must  fall  in 
the  way  of  deduction  either  upon  the 
wages  and  comforts  of  tbe  labourer,  or 
upon  the  profits  of  those  who  give  him 
employment.  The  Government  must  have 
relt(andlhe  new tariffaffords  proof  ofthis) 
as  all  practical  and  reflecting  men  have 
long  felt,  that  (he  protective  system  affect- 
ing as  it  does  every  branch  of  our  indus- 
try— paralyzes  our  national  resources,  and 
is  fast  drying  up  the  springs  of  onr 
national  prosperity ;  yet,  if  such  consider- 
ations have  had  any  weight  with  her 
Majesty's  Government,  bow  could  they 
expect  that  a  bill  built  upon  the  ruins 
and  animated  by  the  principle  of  a  law 
which  they  had  deserted— how  could  they 
expect  that  it  would  be  more  defensible 
or  more  durable;  tbe  Government  must 
know  that  the  prices  of  food,  like  all 
other  prices,  were  independent  of  legisla- 
tion, and  they  had  seen, with  the  preseollaw, 
prices  vary  from  39i.  to  90i.  per  quarter. 
But  the  measure  which  was  proposed  would 
not  take  the  corn  trade  outoflhe  hands  of 
speculstors,  but  it  would,  like  the  present 
lew,  serve  the  interests  of  the  continental 
corn-grower  and  the  English  corn-jobber. 
These  men  desired  nothing  better  thsn 
the  continuance  of  the  sliding- scale,  and 
dreaded  nothing  so  much  as  a  fixed  duty 
and  the  competition  of  the  whole  world  ia 
ourmarkets,  to  which  it  wouldexpose  them. 
He  bad  no  hesitation  in  avowing  him- 
self opposed  to  all  protection  as  a  sys- 
tem, while  he  desired  to  see  duties 
imposed  for  revenue,  he  did  not  by  any 
means  advocate  the  withdrawal  of  all  pro- 
tection from  the  agricultural  interest ;  and 
be  thought  that  the  experience  of  the  last 
few  months  had  fully  proved  the  expe- 
diency and  the  soundness  of  the  measure 
which  the  late  Government  proposed  last 
yesr,  it  would  have  been  good  for  the  con- 
sumer beneficial  to  the  revenue,  and  what- 
ever they  might  think  to  the  contrary,  he 
was  sure  it  would  eventually  have  proved 
the  best  measure  of  protection  to  tbe  agri- 
culiurists.  The  consumer  would  have  had 
his  supply  much  earlier  in  the  year,  and 
as  soon  Bi  it  was  necessary,  instead  of 
hsving  to  pay  from  80f.  to  90i.  a  quarter 
for  the  beat  £ng)iih  wheat  at  a  time 
2B 
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wban  a  aiUw  ind  s  lulf  qaarten  of 
fbraijgB  con  wire  locked  up  b  bond 
wtiting  for  the  ioefitabls  fall  of  duty. 
Tbe  revenue  would  have  guned  sbout 
1,100,000/.  iutead  of  £70,0001,  not  am 
atom  lew  com  comia^  in  oa  aecooot  of 
the  duty,  for  after  paying  it,  there  moM 
bare  been  a  great  pio6t  to  tbe  imporUr, 
whtreu  tba  knowledge  that  the  duty  nmat 
fall  by  lbs  operation  of  tbe  slidiDg-tcale, 
•o  railed  the  |»iee  of  wheat  at  the  Baltic 
poiti,  that  we  juit  gare  a  bonui  of  20f.  a 
qaarter  to  the  fonigDec  or  the  jobber ;  lor 
while  tbe  dsty  here  fell  tmm  24t.  6d.  to 
li.,  die  [nice  of  wheat  at  Dantiic  roie 
from  40i.  Gd.  to  fiOi.,  and  thii  look  place 
upon  nearly  a  tnillion  of  qnarien  in  the 
jMDth  of  September;  and  tbecooiamen 
here  aetaally  paid  a  miUioa  Uerling  more 
than  wai  neoenary  for  the  corn ;  that 
•nm  of  noney  wai  abulately  waited  and 
thrown  away.  Tlien  ai  to  protection  to 
the  landed  iotereit,  which  it  ii  moit  falie 
to  lay  the  lata  Govemnwnt  intended  to 
withdraw,  but  which  hii  noble  Friend 
oppoHte  (Lord  Ripoo)  Memed  to  think 
wai  altogetbef  illuiory — he  wu  convinced 
that,  at  tba  temuneiatiDg  price  of  56>, 
fixed  1^  the  right  hon.  Bart,  at  the  hwd 
of  bar  HajeMy'i  GoTemment,  it  would 
bare  been  found  abuodaot,  taking  into 
eooiideratioo  the  freight  and  chargu, 
and  riie  of  pricei  on  the  Continent  Uiat 
madioeii  of  demand  hare  muit  have 
created;  bearing  in  mind  alio  that  tbe 
average  duty  paid  apon  all  the  wheat 
impoHad  Dodar  th»  preient  law  wai  only 
5i>  9(L— diat  the  prmxned  duty  would 
ban  therefore  exccided  the  duty  actually 
paid  by  Si.  3d.  a  quarter,  or  nearly  40 
per  cent.  The  meaiura  would  have  been 
accepted  ai  a  boon  by  the  whole  country  i 
it  would  have  laved  that  eioitement  of 

Cnblie  opinion,  all  that  agitation  of  the 
lit  ten  montba,  which  have  compelled 
her  Majeity'i  Hiniiteri  to  admit  the  ne- 
ceiiity  of  a  change,  aod  to  bring  in  a  bill 
which,  while  it  iioHttlei  and  alarms,  and 
will  etfect  no  good,  ii  itill  at  their  haodi 
It  important  oooceuioo.    Tbe  mea- 


■are  of  last  yearmpiciiBg  com  reiembled 
the  qoeitioa  of  Eut  Retford  and  Baiaet- 
law,  as  regarded  Parliamentary  reform : 
both  were  timely  oManrea,  lucb  as  public 
opinion  demanded,  and  would  have  been 
aatiiSed  with;  and  if  thoie  places  had 
b*en  diifrancbiied,  and  leimaentBlives 
given  to  Birmingham  and  Hanchesler, 
■cbedule  A  might  h»«  been  averted  for 
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many  yean ;  so,  if  tho  8i.  anifims  dw^ 
had  been  adopted,  agrioultnral  proteetiea 
might  bava  been  rackooad  upon  Cor  i 
nuch  longer  period  than  it  now  caa  be  j 
but  tbe  present  Oovemmeat  bad  dtmlt 
with  the  Com>)awi  in  lb«  ipirit  with 
which  they  met  the  quaitioo  of  nfofms, 
raiber  tban  with  the  vigoar  and  wanliniMa 
which  cbaracteriied  the  abaadoDOMnt  oi 
all  their  fwmer  opinion!  with  leatMei  <« 
tbe  Catholic  question,  lite  laodow»«n 
might  at  fint  have  thought  ibcoMelMs 
aggrieved  by  an  8f.  duly,  but  they  wo«ld 
have  foand  that  it  afToided  then  anple 
protection,  and  the  qoeation  wooid  bnv* 
been  set  at  rest  for  several  yean  at  Inail ; 
but  could  they  uy  as  much  for  tba  biU 
DOW  before  the  Howie  i — oould  tbey  look 
upon  thii  bill,  when  it  hai  pasenri  iato 
law,  ai  safe  for  the  neat  five,  or  four,  or 
three  years?  — eouM  they  beliera  that 
evary  evil  complained  of  under  tbe  preeeat 
law  would  not  equally  occur  under  the 
future  law,  or  that  tbe  lame  means  tiuit 
had  been  resorted  to  for  sliaking  off  lb* 
old  law,  would  not  be  adoptedi  and  wkb 
the  same  wccess,  to  get  rid  of  the  new 
one  ? — could  tbey  doubt  that  the  whole 

Zitsm  of  protection  had  now  reosived  its 
ath-blow,  or  that  it  could  surrive  the 
aanounoement  of  the  right  hon.  Baiooet, 
that  the  cost  of  living  was  so  nuwb 
increased  by  it,  that,  by  a  trifling  redue- 
tioB  of  it,  the  tax  oo  income  woald  not  be 


felt,  and  its  odiooi  character  be  forgtvaa  ? 
And  if  tbe  landowners  did  not^  theyeo^ 
not  doubt  all  this,  let  Ihem  aik  tbimselvii 
whether  the  neat  cooceseion  will  not  place 
them  in  a  far  worse  powtion.    This  bill, 
however,  wu  framed  oa  no  wlid  buii, 
and  efi^ted  no  finality;    it  coDtained, 
therefore,  within  itaelf  the  germs  of  fgtare 
improvement,  and  he  had  no  doabt  that 
the  next  law  for  r^nlating  the  Imptntstioo 
of  corn,  which  the  Government  intredneed, 
would  be  oat  better  adapted  to  nest  ibi 
necessities  of  the  people.    Hs  ooly  boptd 
it  might  not  come  too  late  t  kt  tut  ym- 
Uon  was  most  critical.    The  iaduitry,  snd 
capital,  and  skill,  and  itupendoui  pewsn 
of  produclioo,  of  tbii  oount^,  bmli  n 
to  deipond,  but  ogr  poiitwD  wh  itill 
most    critical.      The    appslliag  diitrM 
which  every  where  prevailed  was  of  no 
temporary  character  (  be  wiriwd  b«  coaU 
beheve,  ai  it  had  often  been  itiied  in  tku 
House,  that  it  were  altribuUbls  to  ow-    , 
production,  or  to  the  failure  of  (he  Arm-    i 
licanbaitki^orlouyofthoMANlMtiHi    . 
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iDCidmUl  to  trade  and  mannfaetnret ; 
bat  be  feared  it  wu  attributable  rather  to 
the  change  of  ciicunuiancee  that  had 
been  rapidly  taking  place — to  the  epring- 
iag  vp  of  auQuractnret  in  Germany  and 
Swilierlaad,  and  to  the  Statec  that  twenty- 
fin  jMn  ago  bardly  exi«ted ; — to  the 
•edve  competition  we  now  meet  in  all  the 
■urkata  of  the  world,  and  to  the  apirit  of 
bMlUity  in  other  coaotiiei  towards  onr 
trade,  that  hai  been  engendered  by  our 
own  reatriotire  syateoi.  It  wai  a  tola) 
change  of  thii  eyitem,  which  (bouid  give 
eufdoymeiit  to  our  industry  and  create 
markets  for  our  produce,  that  was  now 
indispenaably  necessary.  It  was  only  by 
wise,  and  prompt,  and  vigorous  measures 
of  commercial  reform  that  the  future  prot- 

Crity  and  greatness  of  this  country  could 
eSectaally  secured  I  aod  it  was  because 
bo  iMlieved  that  an  anibrm  duty  upon  the 
first  necessary  of  lift  would  be  a  most 
important  ttm  towards  the  accomplith' 
went  of  that  ooject — because  he  believed 
that  it  would  ctMie  a  regular  and  profiu 
able  trade,  and  that,  whik  a  due  protec- 
tion would  be  afforded  by  it  to  the  landed 
iatereat,  it  would,  at  the  same  tioK,  by 
means  of  competition,  give  the  most 
effeetud  etimulas  to  the  skill  aud  indus- 
try of  the  British  agricultnrisL  It  was 
■pon  tbeoe  grounds  that  he  cordially  sop. 
ported  iba  resolnlioo  of  hia  noble  Friend. 

Tba  Earl  of  fPicklom  mi|[ht  have  expe- 
ricaced  some  diEBcoIi^  in  disposing  of  his 
Tola  on  the  discussion  of  the  previous 
•miiug  if  be  had  entered  the  House.  He 
believed  that  nothing  could  be  more  in> 
inrious  than  to  excite  hopes  in  a  country 
by  the  chaoging  of  a  law  which  would  not 
be  gratified  by  thesuccessoftho  alteration 
t  was  the  expectation  of  the 

I'atry  that  tba  bill  before  the  House 
wonU  redoce  price*,  and  he  should  be 
very  sorry  that  these  expectations  should 
be  disappoioled.  He  wouhl  not  support 
the  b91  on  the  grounds  of  his  noble  Friend, 
who  had  tmsud  that  it  would  bocone 
an  estaUisbed  and  penBanaot  law.  The 
preeent  measure  womd  never  become  a  per- 
manentlaw.  Lawafterlawbadbeenenacted 
for  the  purpose  of  reducing  tbe  prices  of 
bod,  aad  he  believed  that  the  praeent 
meoenre  would  prove  a  stepping  stone  to 
atiH  greater  changes,  h  would  prevent 
(hat  too  sodden  alteration  which  hw  noble 
and  karned  Friend's  resolution  of  last 
Mghl  want  to  astaUish,  and  it  would  pre- 
piM  tbt  agiiNltwiMignidiMdly  hn  gieattr 


Ut 


chsngcs.  Laws  had  been  enacted  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  com  at  80>.  and  90i,  j 
they  had  been  altered  ;  other  eoactroeota 
had  been  introduced  [  and  he  would  ask 
— had  the  agriculturists  suffered  by  the 
change?  Agriculture  was  now  in  a  greater 
stale  of  prosperity  than  it  was  when  prices 
were  far  higher;  and  be  thought  that  the 
result  of  the  present  bill  would  not  be  to 
interfere  with  the  interests  of  the  farmer. 
On  the  contrary,  he  believed,  that  by  tbia 
gentlemodaofdeicenl,tbey  were  enabled  to 
try  to  what  extent  tbey  could  make  reduc- 
liom  without  injuring  the  agriculturist. 
Bnt  the  ar^ments  ofhis  noble  Friends  00 
this  side  of  the  House  had  not  operated 
on  his  mind  in  giving  the  vote  which  be 
had  recorded;  The  arguments  of  a  noble 
Baron  connected  with  Essex  (Lord  Wes- 
tern), it  was  true,  bad  a  considerable 
effect  in  influencing  him ;  bnt  these  ergn- 
ments  were  intended  by  the  originator  to 
influenoe  him  to  pursue  quite  an  opposite 
course.  That  noble  BartKi  had  said,  that 
the  agriculturists  of  England  were  able  to 
raise  produce  quite  as  cbeaply  as  even 
those  of  any  otber  nations.  He  hoped 
that  the  noEwe  Lord  was  correct  in  that 
aiatement,  and  if  such  was  the  case,  did  it 
not  constitute  a  strong  argo men t  in  favour 
of  the  measure  *nd  against  the  proposi- 
tion of  high  duties  and  high  prices  whicli 
he  meant  to  support?  But  he  (Lord 
Western)  had  added,  if  it  were  not  for  the 
Uxes  with  which  the  people  were  bur- 
dened. He  might  appear  to  be  a  bad 
poUtical  economist  to  the  noble  Lord,  bat 
he  was  sure  that  taxes  bad  no  oonctrn  with 
the  mauer.  Taxes  were  home  by  the 
wealth  of  the  country ;  and  by  an  incraaee 
of  wealth,  which  would  spring  from  in- 
crease of  commerce  and  manufactures,  the 
weight  of  taxes  could  bn  best  reduced. 
If,  indeed,  tbe  whole  of  the  taxes  fell  on 
agriculture,  there  might  be  some  weight  in 
the  arguments  of  the  noble  Baron ;  but, 
a*  taxes  fell  upon  wealth,  it  would  be  the 
duty  of  Oovernmeot  to  apportioa  tbe 
burden  equally.  He  would  now  advert 
to  tbe  question  between  the  slidiog-scale 
and  a  fixed  dnty,  or,  as  a  noble  Lord  (Earl 
Staohope)  had  expressed  it,  between  hav- 
ing his  head  chopped  off  by  a  guillotine 
or  a  batcheL  The  noble  Lord  had  etaied 
that  be  should  not  care  which  node  of 
operation  was  adopted  in  his  own  case: 
but  for  his  own  part,  be  thought  that 
there  was  a  very  gnat  difference.  He 
would  oertaialy  prohr  th«  wtlUflaiihtd.c  by 
2B2 


Google 


741       C^  tmpottatiM  Sttl. 

bighly-wroDght  initninent  that  nu  well 
adapted  to  the  object  Id  view,  rather  tkao 
the  rude  uncouth  inBirumeni,  caught  up 
on  the  moment,  and  intended,  per- 
hapi,  as  much  by  ita  emplojer  to  derend 
faimaelf,  as  to  be  applied  to  iig  legiti- 
mate purpoK.  But  between  the  two 
model  of  levyiug  duty  now  under  their 
Lordships'  observation,  lie  could  concur 
that  there  might  be  great  difierencea  of 
opinion,  because  opinions  would  differ 
according  to  the  object  principally  kept  in 
view.  If  that  object  waa  to  increase 
commerce,  to  promote  manufactuiei,  to 
increase  our  communications  with  other 
countries,  a  fixed  duty  would  be  the  better 
measure.  Under  iti  influence  trade  would 
be  more  fiied  and  regular.  But,  on 
the  other  hand,  if  protection  to  agri- 
culture vere  the  object  in  view,  and 
that  it  is  ao  ia  admitted  by  all,  the  noble 
Viacount  stated  it  to  he  hia  object  in  hia 
meaaurea  of  the  laat  Session ;  then  that 
would  be  beat  attained  by  meana  of  the 
■tiding-acale.  Under  it  egriculiu  rials 
would  feel  more  secure.  It*  operation, 
H  regarded  their  intercits,  would  be  more 
certain  and  efficacious.  It  was  then  clear 
that  the  present  measure  would  give  more 
protection  to  agriculture  than  that  pro- 
posed by  the  late  GoTeroment.  With 
respect  to  Ireland,  he  had  often  heard  it 
staled  in  discuuion  upon  the  Corn-laws, 
that  even  although  iodividnals  would  be 
ready  to  give  them  up  aa  regarded  England 
and  Scotland,  they  thought  they  must 
keep  them  up  for  the  lalte  of  Ireland. 
Now,  if  he  believed  that  the  propoied 
alteration  would  have  the  effect  of  injuring 
Ireland,  he  would  be  bound  to  vote  against 
them,  not  only  from  hia  connection  with 
that  country,  but  from  a  consideration 
of  the  way  in  which  she  bad  been  treated 
by  thi>  country,  not  lately,  but  at  the 
most  critical  periods  of  her  history.  He 
felt  that  Ireland  had  been  reduced  by 
this  country  to  become  solely  an  agri- 
cultural nation.  If  she  had  been  fostered 
and  fairly  treated  at  the  time  she  raost 
needed  it,  she  would  now  be  a  source 
of  wealth  and  credit  to  Great  Britain, 
instead  of  being,  aa  she  was,  a  mill- 
atone  round  her  neck.  But,  reduced  as 
the  waa  by  the  policy  of  Britain,  it 
became  ilie  bounden  duty  of  Britain  to 
protect  berg  and  if  he  thought  that 
the  meaaores  proposed  would  have  any 
evil  effect  npon  her  iniereslB,no  a^ument 
could    induce  him  to  accede  to  them. 
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Bat  he  did  not  believe,  that  from  ik* 
proposed  meaanre  any  portion  of  the 
kingdom  would  auifer  leaa  than  Ireland ; 
iboie  districts  would  suffer  moat  in  which 
skill  and  capital  had  been  employed  in 
bringing  poor  land  into  BUCceuAil  caU 
tivation.  But  such  had  never  been  the 
case  with  Ireland ;  the  fruitful  soil  of 
that  country,  to  which  neither  skill  nor 
capital  had  been  applied,  was  particularly 
fitted  for  im  prove  men  ti,  of  which  it  waa 
impossible  to  foresee  the  limits,  and  the 
more  prices  fell  here,  the  more  eapiial 
and  skill  was  likely  to  be  employed 
in  Ireland,  in  order  to  make  up  in  quantity 
for  the  diminution  in  the  price.  Alluiioa 
had  been  made  to  the  decrease  in  the  ex- 
portation of  wheat  from  Ireland  for  the  laat 
threeyear>,BB  aproof  of  the  growing  proapa- 
rity  and  increaaing  comforta  of  the  people. 
But  the  fact  was,  that  the  seaaona  for 
the  laat  three  years  had  been  ao  very 
bad,  that  little  corn  fit  for  exportation 
had  been  grown,  and  it  therefore  became 
necetsary  to  apply  it  either  to  the  use 
of  the  diitilleri,  or  for  the  support  of 
the  poor.  The  former  mode  failed  in  con- 
sequence of  the  closing  of  the  diatilleriei, 
and  conaequently  the  use  of  wheat  became 
more  prevalent  amongst  the  lower  classes 
in  Ireland.  At  least,  from  the  causes  he 
had  heard  stated,  it  was  modi  more  used 
than  it  had  been  before.  It  would  make 
him  very  happy  to  think  that  it  ahould 
become  much  more  used  than  it  had 
been ;  but  it  waa  not  from  the  cause 
which  hia  noble  and  learned  Friend 
had  aopposed.  He  had  often  stated  to  hri 
farmers,  when  he  beard  there  was  a  bad 
wheat  harvest,  that  he  considered  it  a  fa- 
vourable circumstance  for  the  poor,  becanae 
it  would  keep  the  wheat  in  the  connlry, 
and  it  would  be  rendered  cheap  for  their 
nie.  There  was,  however,  one  dream- 
atance  connected  with  these  measoret 
which  he  very  much  deplored,  namely, 
the  duty  propoaed  upon  oata.  He  re- 
gretted that  the  proposed  duty  waa  ao 
small,  in  comparison  with  that  which  was 
imposed  upon  wheat;  and  hia  reaion  for 
saying  this  was,  not  becanae  he  wished 
to  have  the  price  of  oats  higher,  but 
because  he  was  afraid  that  there  would 
be  an  inducement  to  the  Irish  farmer 
to  cultivate  wheat,  and  abandon  the  cnl- 
tivation  of  oaia,  for  which  the  climate 
was  much  better  suited.  The  soil  of 
Ireland  waa  suited  for  wheat,  but  not 
the  climate;    and  the  consequence  wat. 
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thit  not  one  harvest  out  ef  ■)>  id 
Ireland  tarned  out  to  be  a  good  wheat 
hamst.  It  wai  for  these  reasons  that 
h«  hoped  her  Majesty's  MiQiiteri  would 
Ctiniider  that  it  wouid  be  a  much  bet- 
ter policy  in  them  to  raise  the  price  or 
oats,  so  as  to  induce  the  people  of  Ireland 
and  Scotland  to  CDllivate  it.  This  he 
believed  they  could  have  done  without  any 
daDger ;  for  there  had  been  no  clamour 
OD  the  sobject.  The  people  of  this  coun- 
try would  have  been  satisfied  with  a. 
decreaae  of  the  dutj  on  wheat ;  and  the 
tound  policy,  be  was  sure,  would  have 
been,  in  loweriog  that,  to  have  raised 
rmther  than  lowered  the  duty  on  oats. 
There  was  one  other  circumstance  to 
which  he  wished  to  allude ;  —  it  gave 
bim  great  satiifaclion  to  know  that  this 
bill  was  to  be  accompanied  by  other 
measures  contained  in  the  taria,  and 
espedally  this,  that  there  was  to  he  a 
reduction  in  the  duty  on  foreign  cattle. 
Ireland  waa  peculiarly  favourable  to  the 
growth  of  cattle ;  it  was  so,  both  by  its 
soil  and  climate ;  and  there  was,  there- 
fore, every  iadocement  to  turn  it  into  a 
nutate  country.  He  thought  there  could 
lie  no  evil  so  great,  no  system  so  rnin- 
ons,  as  excitiDg  that  tendency  so  to  apply 
the  land  in  Ireland.  Before  the  war 
Ireland  had,  for  the  greater  part,  been 
a  grating  country.  It  was  the  high 
prices  of  the  war-  it  was  the  high  prices 
since  the  wsr,  that  had  ted,  in  a  great 
degree,  to  the  cultivation  of  corn.  That 
it  was  which  had  prodnced  a  superabun- 
dant population  in  the  country,  and  now 
that  ihey  had  that  superabundant  popula- 
tion, anything  that  could  induce  the 
owners  of  land  to  convert  it  again  into 
pasturage  must  become  an  evil  that, 
in  its  results,  it  would  be  impossible 
to  describe.  Therefore  it  was,  that  when 
ha  fonnd  there  was  an  alarm  as  to  low- 
ering the  duty,  when  he  perceived  that 
there  waa  an  alarm  as  to  a  greater 
importation  of  cattle,  be  felt  gratiBed 
-~«nd  he  did  hope  there  would  be 
•n  imporutioo  of  them  —  although  he 
feared  it  would  be  but  too  soon  dis- 
coTcred  that  the  alarm  was  groundless, 
and  that  the  hopes  entertained  on  the 
sabject  would  never  be  realised,  still, 
when  he  heard  of  these  things,  he  was 
not  without  hope  that  they  would  lend  to 
improve  the  condition  of  the  people  of 
Ireland.  It  bad  been  said,  that  the 
BwuoiH  ptopofcd  would   not  have  a 


that  there  were  no  countries  on  the  Cfon* 
tinent  from  which  they  coold  have  a. 
sufficient  importation  of  cattle  to  be  felt 
'  I  the  markets  in  this  country.  Now, 
hen  this  *^as  said,  and  admitting  it  to  be 
true,  yet  there  miist  be  one  most  eicellent 
effect  of  the  tariff  and  the  alteration  of 
the  Corn-law,  which  had  not  been  suffi- 
ciently alluded  to,  and  that  must  be  of 
importance  to  the  people  of  this 
connlry—thnt  effect  would  be  to  increase 
the  prices  of  articles  on  the  Continent. 
They  had  often  heard  that  the  mannfactn- 
rers  here  were  unable  to  compete  with  those 
on  the  Continent,  because  the  prices  of 
food  were  so  much  less.  It  was  true  that 
the  prices  of  food  were  less ;  but  then,  if 
they  looked  to  the  prices  of  lodging,  of 
firing,  and  other  articles,  he  believed  it 
would  be  perceived  that  the  artisans 
on  the  Continent  were  not  much  better 
off  than  they  were  here.  The  effect,  then, 
of  the  proposed  measures  would  be  to 
raise  prices  on  the  Continent,  and  in  this 
way  to  bring  the  artisans  here  nearer  to  a 
par  with  those  on  the  Continent,  lliese 
were  amongst  the  reasons  that  justified 
bim  in  suppnrting  the  measures  of  the 
Government  on  the  preceding  night,  and 
that  induced  him  now  to  vote  against 
the  proposition  of  the  noble  Viscount 
opposite. 

Lord  Vivian,  in  rising  to  address  their 
Lordships,  promised  to  trespass  but  a  very 
short  lime  upon  their  attention.  He  wished 
to  explain  the  vote  that  he  had  given  for 
the  motion  of  the  noble  Baron  behind  him 
(Lord  Brougham),  and  the  vote  that  be 
then  meant  to  give  for  the  motion  pro- 
posed by  his  noble  Friend.  He  hoped 
that  he  need  not  state  to  their  Lordships, 
that  in  coming  to  the  consideration  of  tbia 
most  important  question,  he  had  endea- 
voured to  divest  himself  of  everything  like 
party  feeling.  Thesubject,  in  bis  opinion, 
was  of  too  much  importance  to  be  stained 
by  parly  feeling.  He  could  assure  their 
Lordships,  that  whenever  be  had  taken 
part  in  this  question,  as  a  representative  of 
the  people,  be  had  done,  as  many  of  the 
supporters  of  noble  Lords  opposite  in 
the  other  House  were  now  doing,  acting 
against  what  were  the  feelings  of  their 
constituents.  Many  years  ago,  in  conse- 
quence of  alterations  of  parts  of  the  tariff, 
his  attention  had  been  called  lo  this  ques- 
tion of  protecting  duties.  His  profession 
at  a  loldier,  although  be  was  othecwiso  :: 
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much  inleruUd  in  it,  had  pretented  him  wai  »  very  lerioui  evil  that  had  ariHU  out 
from  gifing  hia  full  attentioD  to  the  mat-  ortbiadiicuiaioii  oftbeCorri-law — namelj, 
ter.  When  then  he  examiDed  the  ques- ;  that  it  wai  poaiible  foi  the  agricultunj 
tioDi  he  wai  aoon  convinced  that  protect-  and  commercial  inleretia  to  thrive  and 
inf  dutiea  were  of  little  importance  and  of  protper  ai  leparate  and  distinct  interesU 
little  advaniage  to  thote  who  were  most  from  each  other,  He  bad  never  enter* 
protected,  while   generally  the;   were  a    tained  that  opinion ;  for  he  thought  them 

f:reat  diaadvantage  to  the  public  at  large,  j  to  he  so  dovetailed  with  each  other,  that 
f  he  were  ri^ht  in  this,  what  muit  be  the  one  coald  not  wdl  flouriah  without 
think  of  a  proteciing  duty  that  railed  the  the  other  procpering.  There  were,  bow- 
price  of  an  article  that  was  the  first  necei-  |  ever,  intemperate  advocatea  upon  boib 
•ary  of  life  in  a  couotry  like  this,  where  lidei,  who  declared  that  tbey  could  be  two 
the  population  wa>  so  rapidly  increaiing,  separate  and  distinct  intereais.  On  the 
where  the  supply  of  labour  was  greater ;  one  hand,  it  was  said,  that  the  aanofac- 
than  the  demand,  and  the  supply  of  food  '  turen  only  looked  for  a  frec-lrade  in  coro, 
was  leaa  than  the  demand  ?  It  would  be  in  order  that  they  might  amaaa  a  larger 
more  just,  in  his  opinion,  to  fix  a  minimum  fortune,  and  that  they  cared  not  kow 
price  upon  labour,  than  a  mioimum  price  others  iuffered,  lO  that  they  might  altaia 
on  food.  With  these  feelings,  and  having  that  object.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was 
heard  the  speech  of  the  noble  Earl  who  said,  that  the  landed  proprietors  only 
first  moved  this  question,  and  who,  as  it  looked  to  their  own  selfish  interests ',  that 
appeared  to  him,  eQlertained  no  sort  of,  they  did  not  cars  for  the  happiness  of  iba 
appreheniian  as  to  any  extension  or  free-  ',  manafactoring  classes,  provided  they  coald 
dom  of  trade  being  injurious  to  the  agri-  ^  but  hold  their  stations  in  society.  Both 
cultural  interest  i  and  having  heard  then  assertions,  he  was  convinced,  were  squally 
the  speech  of  the  noble  Earl,  and  recol-  I  unjust  and  equally  untrue.  When  tba 
lecting  that  this  was  a  question  that  bad  roaoufacturer  lookMl  for  the  introductioa 
been  agitated  for  ISO  years,  and  that  there    of  foreign  com,  he  looked  certainly  to  bis 


had  been  no  leu  than  tbirly-ei^ht  acts  of 
Parliament  passed  respecting  it,  all  en- 
deavouring to  come  to  a  latisfactory  ar- 
rangement; and  yet  finding  that  no  sati^ 
factory  arraogenient  had  been,  or  could  be 
come  to,  he,  with  these  feelings,  must 
say,  that  he  wished  to  try  what  would  be 
the  effect  of  no  legislation,  and  this  with 
the  hope,  that  allowing  a  free  importation 
of  foreign  corn  would  tend  lo  the  qui^t  and 
tranquillity  of  the  country.  He  had  the 
most  KDSious  desire  to  see  the  question 
settled.  He  should  be  gbd  to  see  a  com- 
promise satisfactory  to  all  classes,  and  be 
hoped  it  might  be  effected  by  permitting 
foreign  com  to  be  introduced  on  a  fixed 
duty.  He  thought  that  would  be  much 
better  than  the  present  system.  He  knew 
that  there  was  a  feeling  throughout  the 
country  that  the  higher,  or  ricbcT  classes, 
derived  a  benefit  from  the  present  system 
at  the  expense  of  the  lower  classes.  He 
did  not  mean  to  dispute  the  apprehensions 
that  were  entertained  on  thia  subject,  as 
Ihay  were  so  very  powerfully  expressed  in 
a  pamphlet,  published  some  time  since  by 
the  ri|ht  hon.  Baronet,  the  Secretary  for 
the  Home  Department,  entitled  "  Cora 
and  Currency."  That  light  hon.  Baronet 
exprecsed  the  feeling  which  he  himself 
was  now  expreiaing.    In  bis  0[Niuon,  it 


own  advantage,  but  also  to  that  of  tboaa 
whom  be  employad,  and  alao  to  the  ad* 
vantage  of  the  agricaltnnl  intetaaL  l| 
was  to  be  remembered,  that  no  man  ever 
yet  could  get  rich  in  the  midst  of  poverty, 
and  unless  manufactures  flourished,  agrn 
cultare  could  not  flourish.  On  tbe  part 
of  the  landed  proprietors,  he  said,  tbongh 
he  differed  from  tbe  views  of  many  of  then 
on  this  sul;yecl,  that  they  considered  die 
egriculturisU  the  very  best  cnstomera  of 
the  manuhcturers,  and  that,  therefore, 
keeping  up  the  price  of  corn  vras  of  the 
greatest  advantage  to  the  manufacturing 
classes.  Ho  was  sure  that  their  earnest 
wish  was  to  do  good  to  the  manufacturing 
classes.  He  could  not  bat  think,  how- 
ever, that  while  they  said  this,  and  so  felt 
as  Ihey  said,  they  fo^ot  one  very  import* 
aot  consideration,  that  a  large  portion  of 
their  monufaclarea  were  intended  for  the 


foreign  market ;  and  that,  if  tbey  wen 
unable  to  compete  with  tbefi[»eigner,tbcit 
trade  must  decline — tbey  tiiemaclvea  anlU 
fer  i  and  if  they  did  so,  tbe  landed  inteKst 
must  suffer  also.  If  any  blame  were  to  bo 
cast  upon  the  present  state  of  things,  it 
was  his  opinion,  that  it  mast  attach 
equally  lo  both  parties.  At  tbe  close  «( 
the  last  war  all  parts  of  the  world  were 
open  to  their  musfMUiies.    Tbo  fiuill 
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«u,  bowcTtr,  tbftt  Umj  wiibed  to  maintain 
iht  moaopoly  <^  the  wsr  pneei,  and  ma- 
■•fiaetariag  and  olhtr  interestB  then 
looktd  for  protection.  It  ma  then  that 
they  bad  ifaor  import  dotiei,  and  to  tbein 
•Mtld  they,  to  a  verf  great  extent,  attri* 
but*  tbnt  preaent  difficuliiea.  He  ma 
deligbted  no*  to  find  ibat  ber  Hajeatj'i 
OovetiuB^t  were  abont  to  make  allara- 
liotM  in  the  tariff.  He  did  aot  cotsplain 
•f  tb*  right  boD.  Baronet  for  going  too  far 
«■  tbii  •object }  allba  complaioed  of  vaa, 
tbat    tW    Gofeinment  did   not  go    far 
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Lord*  opposite,  tbat  under  a  fixed  date 
there  mnit  be  a  famine,  becauie  there  bad 
been  a  famine  under  the  aliding-scale. 
An  advaace  waa.howeTCT,  now  made.  He 
WB8  elad  to  aea  tome  pngreaa  attempted, 
and  he  hoped  the  Goremment  wonld  not 
Mop  there.  He  was  rare  the;  would  not 
do  BO,  for  lift  year  things  tbat  they  were 
told  were  not  to  be  toncned— tbinga  that 
it  was  declared  were  not  to  be  taken  into 
eoniiderMioD — these  were  the  very  things 
OB  which  they  now  foftod  new  laws  were 
proposed,  and  that  it  wai  now  said  were 
no  longer  tenable.  As  it  bad  been  said 
in  the  other  Honie,  and  be  might  profes- 
sionally nie  the  same  langaage,  "  the 
ground  had  been  broken,  the  oatworka 
bad  been  taken,  a  breach  bad  been  made, 
the  fortress  of  monopoly  bad  lorrendered* 
and  the  giant  commerce  bad  been  set 
free."  It  was  bis  hope  to  see  such  mea- 
leres  earned  as  would  contribnte  to  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  all  clasBes  of  (be 
community. 

The  Doke  of  Clevelaitd  said,  be  feared 
from  haring  so  lately  taken  his  seat  in 
that  House  he  misht  be  deemed  guilty  of 
presnmption  in  offering  a  few  obterTBtions 
opon  im  subject  under  consideration,  but 
be  conld  assure  tbeir  Lordahipi  that  it 
was  with  tbe  greatest  reloctance  that  be 
did  so^-not  from  any  wish  of  his  own, 
bat  from  a  paramount  sense  of  doty. 
He  feared  tbat,  after  the  freqnent  dis- 
coasions  of  this  qaestion,  in  which  he  bad 
taken  part  in  the  other  House,  if  he  were 
now  to  give  a  silent  vote,  it  might  be 
liable  to  some  misconception,  and  he 
migbt  be  accused  of  some  want  of  integrity 
in  hrs  public  condnct,  or  de&alt  of  po. 
lilieal  consistency.  Daring  the  twenly- 
eigbt  years  tbat  he  had  been  a  Member 
of  the  other  House  it  had  been  hk  con- 
stant endeavottr  to  maintain  a  character 
of  political  consistency,  and  he  should  be 
sorry  now  to  be  supposed  to  forfeit  hia 
title  to  it.  On  every  occasion  on  which 
be  had  taken  part  in  the  discusaion  of  the 
question,  it  had  been  brought  forward,  not 
with  a  view  to  s  modification  of  the  law, 
bnl  to  its  (otat  repeal — a  measure  which 
be  traited  he  ihonld  never  see.  He  had 
always  been  in  favour  of  the  roaimenaoce 
of  tbe  existing  law,  not  because  be  con- 
sidered it  perfect,  or  the  scale  established 
by  it  the  wisest  that  coold  be  devised, 
bat  becatfae  he  had  apprehensions  that  if 
the  ice  were  once  broken  it  would  be 
toiide  the  iteppio^tone  to  funbci  lAen- 


enoogb.  It  did,  however,  appear  to  him, 
tbat  there  wna  acme  little  degree  of  incon- 
nstesey  in  tbe  proposed  legislation.  He 
asked  why  was  tbe  counUy  to  be  now 
saddled  with  in  Incone-tu  ^-^«  tax  of 
all  others  the  meet  offensive,  tbe  moft 
obnouooa,  and  ona  that,  above  all  others, 
in  bb  opinion,  ought  to  be  specially 
nvoidad.  In  laakiBg  so  great  an  aliera- 
tin  as  tbat,  and  in  toudiii^  upon  such 
questions  as  these,  be  aakwl,  why  was 
coin  excluded,  or  why  was  tbat  aecond 
necessary  of  life,  he  meant  angar,  ex- 
clndcd  I  He  tcjoiced  at  tbo  alterations 
that  had  taken  place,  but  then  why  did 
not  the  Oovemment  go  farther?  if  be 
m^bt  be  permitted  to  do  so,  be  would 
widi  to  vantofc  to  say  one  word  in  ftivom 
of  a  fixed  daty.  It  bad  been  sakl,  what 
would  they  do  with  their  faed  dnty,  sup- 
posing corn  rose  to  a  famine  price  ?  The 
very  argument  so  pot  implied  that  very 
little  apprebenuon  waa  entertained,  tbat 
under  soch  cirewnslaDcas,  corn  could  rise 
to  a  faaaina  price>  It  was  bis  imprsssian 
that  it  never  would  do  ao.  In  tbe  ease  of 
tbe  slidiog-scale,  they  saw  that  its  effect 
waa  lo  Cmco  ptieee  «p,  while,  on  tbe  other 
bawd,  a  fixed  duty  would  enable  the 
dealer  lo  fa  into  tha  market  and  purchase 
at  any  ti«c.  Tbe  arguaaent  so  put  by  the 
Hspportera  of  a  sliding-scnle  reminded  him 
of  a  gallant  friend  of  his,  who  bad  aerved 
with  great  distinction  in  the  Peninsula, 
and  who  afterwards  left  tbe  army.  The 
ragimant  that  his  friend  commuided  bad 
dislingiiiahsd  itaelf  ai  Waterloo,  and  meet- 
jag  hiai  a  sbert  thne  after,  be  said  be  was 
aorry  habad  not  been  preatntM  that  grenc 
engagamssit.  His  friend  said,  he  waa  very 
glad  be  had  not  been  there,  becanae  if  he 
bud  ha  aboirid  bmre  been  killed,  becnoM 
bis  aucssasBs  bad  been  killed — bis  friend 
soppeaJBg  tbat  bs  aboutd  hnve  been  in  the 
eDuct  poaitiea  wUeh  tba  ooWnri  ocn^ed 
whsMSBded.  So  it  «u  with  tbe  loUe 
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tioDi,  which  would  lead  in  the  end  16 
total  repeal.  He  had  always  Telt  it  hia 
duty,  out  of  regard  to  tbeintereits  of  the 
agricultural  claues,  and  not  foe  any  per- 
■oobI  object  of  fati  own,  to  reiiit  the  pro- 
pDiitlooa  made  for  a  repeal  of  the  Coro- 
laws;  but  we  came  now  to  a  different 
quBsiion.  A  Corn  bill  waa  now  totro- 
dnced  on  the  lame  plan  ai  the  existing 
one,  but  with  a  modi^catioa  of  the  icale. 
When  he  wai  firit  made  acquainted  with 
the  alteration,  he  confeised  he  was  itartled, 
and  thought  it  went  further  than  the 
necetaity  of  the  case  required.  After  due 
consideration,  however,  he  did  not  think 
that  it  would  have  that  injurioua  effect 
upon  the  agricuItaritU  which  some  persons 
apprehended  from  it;  he  did  not  think 
that  under  the  proposed  icheme  the 
Briliih  agriculturist  would  be  rendered 
unable  to  compete  with  the  foreigner. 
He  certainly  felt  the  objection  staled  bv 
the  noble  Earlbehind  him  (Earl  Wicklow), 
as  applicable  not  only  to  Ireland  but  also  to 
many  parts  of  England.  In  several  parts 
of  the  country,  and  particularly  in  the 
county  of  Durham,  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  wheat  grown  on  land  which  ought  not 
to  be  made  to  produce  wheat,  and  which 
might  be  brought  into  much  better  cul- 
tivation with  oats,  and  when  be  heard  of 
the  alteration,  and  before  he  knew  pre- 
cisely  what  it  was,  he  intended  to  have 
induced  bis  tenanlij  to  grow  more  oats 
and  less  wheat.  Much  as  be  had  heard 
of  the  necessity  of  lowering  the  duties  on 
wheat,  he  had  never  heard  anything  about 
oals.  If  there  should  be  so  large  an  im- 
portation of  oats  as  was  expected  by  some 
under  the  new  scale,  be  had  no  besitation 
in  saying  that  that,  coupled  with  the 
import  of  foreign  wheat,  would  affect 
most  injuriously  the  agricultural  interest. 
He  freely  admitted  that  after  the  great 
outcry  on  the  subject  of  the  Corn-laws,  if 
the  duties  on  wheat  were  to  be  altered  at 
alt,  a  less  change  could  not  be  made  than 
was  proposed  in  this  bill.  Though  he 
very  much  condemned  the  great  reduction 
of  the  duty  on  barley  and  oats,  yet  he 
considered  it  on  the  whole  to  be  con- 
sonant to  his  duty  to  vote  for  this  bill, 
and  certainly  his  anxious  wish  was,  that 
it  should  pass  into  a  law.  He  confessed 
that  after  what  had  fallen  from  some 
noble  Lords,  and  especially  after  the  noble 
Earl's  remark  relating  to  the  laws  of  the 
Medea  and  Persians,  he  would  have  been 
rather  itaggeied  on  tbs  KOre  of  the  finality 
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of  this  bill  if  brought  forward  by  an  in- 
dividual Member  of  Parliament:  bat 
hen  a  measure  of  this  kind  was  bnn^t 
forward  by  Oovemment,  to  settle  a  great 
question  and  reconcile  the  conflicliog 
interests  of  the  maoufacturert  and  agri- 
culturists, the  case,  be  thought,  wat 
different.  He  did  hope,  and  he  certainty 
understood  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  in  the  other 
House  to  frame  such  a  measure  aa  ibould 


be  satisfactory  to  all  parties,  and  at  the 
same  time  be  considered  a  final  settlement 
of  the  question.  He  was  very  mncb 
surprised  that  the  noble  Lord  should  not 
have  said  it  was  to  be  a  final  meaaure. 
It  might  be  argued,  that  Minister!  had 
no  power  to  insure  the  finality  of  the 
measure ;  but  a  Minister  might  say, "  Al- 
though I  cannot  control  Parliament,  I 
never  will  make  any  further  alteration." 
He  had  always  understood  that  the  Hinii- 
ters  who  passed  the  Reform  Bill  staled 
that  it  was  to  be  a  final  measure,  and  that 
they  considered  it  as  such.  If  such  a 
ststement  had  been  made  by  the  nobis 
Earl  (Elacl  Ripou)  onlhepresentoccasion, 
he  should  have  been  much  better  satisfied. 
He  should,  however,  certainly  votefor 
going  into  committee ;  but  be  hoped  that 
the  Corn-l«ws  would  never  experience 
any  further  alteration  during  his  own  life. 
He  was  convinced  that  a  fixed  duty  could 
never  be  carried  into  effect  with  any 
regard  to  equity  or  justice,  if  it  were 
meant  as  a  protection  to  the  agriculturiita, 
although  as  a  source  of  revenue,  he  ad- 
mitted that  it  would  be  more  suitable 
and  more  productive. 

The  Earl  of  Ripm  would  take  this  op- 
portunity of  saying  a  word  in  explanation 
of  the  remarks  he  had  made  on  the  aub- 
ject  of  the  finality  of  the  measure,  to 
which  the  noble  Duke  had  alluded.  He 
certainly  had  not  had  the  arrogance  to 
state  that  any  law  which  Parliament  might 
pass  on  this  subject,  or  on  any  other, 
must  be  taken  as  final,  hut  there'  was  no- 
thing in  that  which  should  be  thought 
threatening  to  those  who  might  be  appre- 
hensive of  ulterior  consequences  from  this 
measure.  All  he  could  «ay  for  himself 
was  this,  that  if  he  brought  forward  the 
measure,  intending  or  wishing  it  not  to  be 
final,  he  would  say  so.  He  had  never  said 
that  with  respect  to  this  measure.  He 
hoped  that  it  would  be  final.  He  thought 
it  would  be  a  gond  thing  if  it  were,  and 
ftDd  it  wonU  not  be  hii  fault  if  it  wtre  iu)t< 
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Hie  Eail  of  Roubary  would  Bbortljr 
•tate  hit  geoent  fiews  on  the  meaiure  of 
ber  Majesty's  GoTeromeDt.  He  thought 
tfait,  in  making  a  great  change  in  the  law 
nlBtine  to  the  iotroduction  of  foreign 
cNini,  the  best  plan  to  be  brought  forwud 
was  one  which  would  be  not  only  imme- 
diately beneficial  but  alio  of  a  permanent 
character,  or  which,  if  it  had  not  that  dia- 
tinetive  adTsntage,  should  contain  snch 
proTisiona  as  would  coDstitnts  the  beat 
prelininaryand  intermediate  steps  between 
tbe  present  law  and  a  law  to  be  established 
on  B  more  broad,  comprehensive,  and 
duraUe  basis.  Tbe  present  proposition, 
it  appeared  to  him,  would  not  give  satis- 
faction on  either  of  these  grounds.  With 
r^ard  to  its  permanence,  however  its 
authors  might  bare  deluded  themselves 
before  they  had  proposed  their  scheme, 
ibm  had  before  now  had  sufficient  reason 
to  discover  that  in  its  preseol  shape  it  would 
hBTea*erybriefextstence,and  if  the  object 
were  to  talie  a  preparatory  step  in  advauce 
of  a  law  which  was  now  discovered  by  all 
—except  those  who  considered  themselves 
agricultural  patriots,  headed  by  the  noble 
Earl  at  the  Table  (the  Esrl  of  Stanhope) 
■ndthe  noble  Dake(the  Duke  of  Bucking- 
faam)  to  reqnire  immediate  alteration,  even 
as  a  preparatory  step  it  would  be  a  failure. 
With  respect  to  a  most  important  point 
involved  in  the  consideration  of  a  cbi 
of  the  Corn-laws,  he  had  of  late 
reason  to  change  his  opinion.  He  bad 
formerly  thought  that  in  making  any  ex- 
tensive alteration,  it  would  be  better  to 
proceed  on  the  principle  of  a  varying  duty, 
which  he  would  have  wished  to  arrange  at 
very  different  rates  from  those  proposed 
by  her  Majesty's  Qovernment,  His  plan, 
indeed,  would  have  partaken  in  one  part 
of  the  nature  of  a  fixed  duty,  as  he  should 
have  proposed  that  the  minimum  duty  of 
the  sliding-scale  be  4s  or  5f.  But,  consi- 
dering what  was  demanded  by  tbe  present 
circomstances  of  the  country,  he  was  dis- 
posed to  think,  after  much  reflection,  and 
M  patient  aa  examination  of  the  subject  as 
any  of  their  Lordships  could  have  given  it, 
that  a  fixed  duty  was  the  scheme  most 
likely  to  be  permanent,  most  free  from 
objection,  and  best  calculated  to  sataify  all 
parties.  Having  the  markets  of  the  world 
at  all  times  open  to  them,  the  price  would 
rarely,  if  ever,  rise  to  snch  an  elevation  aa 
would  make  it  necessary  to  repeal  or  relax 
the  duty.  A  fixed  duty  appeared  to  bim 
ibo  to  preent  the  only  meani  of  pattiog 
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an  end  to  the  ipecnlatious  and  ftandl 
which  were  now  carried  to  such  an  ex- 
tent, and  were  so  pernicious  to  both  con- 
sumers and  producen.  It  would  remove, 
also,  one  of  the  most  important  causes  of 
that  distress  which  had  prevailed  of  late 
years  to  an  extent  lo  much  to  be  deplored, 
by  preventing  those  extensive  demanda 
for  bullion,  falls  in  the  exchanges,  and 
derangement  of  the  currency,  to  which 
the  present  system  of  carrymg  en  the 
Corn-laws  more  than  anytbiDg  contri- 
boted.  Among  the  several  censes  lead* 
ing  to  that  periodical  distress,  he  should 
place  the  sudden  derangement  and  con- 
traction of  tbe  currency  from  the  present 
mode  of  importing  foreign  com,  as  one  of 
tbe  most  direct  and  mischievous  in  its 
nature  ?  It  was  not  surprising  that  new 
light  should  have  broken  in  on  his  mind 
lately  on  this  subject,  when  that  had  been 
the  case  also  with  all  her  Majesty's  Mi- 
nisters, and  most  of  the  noble  Lords  op- 
poute  who,  last  year,  would  have  opposed 
and  rejected  this  bill,  in  the  same  way  as 
they  defeated  the  measure  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment. He  hsd  been  of  opinion,  that  a 
duty  of  10s.  or  lis,  might  at  first  be  ad- 
visable to  prevent  the  evils  of  too  sudden 
a  change,  reducing  it  by  Ii,  annnally, 
till  it  fell  to  8t.  or  7i.  there  finally  to 
remain.  Though  favourable  to  a  change 
in  the  existing  Corn-laws,  and  desirous 
of  relaxing  the  duty  on  the  introduc- 
tion of  foreign  grain,  he  was  sliil,  from 
the  pecaliar  circumstances  of  the  coun- 
try, willing  to  afford  a  certain  protec- 
tion to  the  home  grower.  He  would  not 
countenance  a  total  repeal,  because  he 
considered  there  was  no  fairer  subject  for 
an  impost  than  the  importation  of  foreign 
commodities;  and  he  thought  that  the  duty 
on  corn  should  be  fixed  at  a  higher  rate 
at  present  than  might  be  found  ultimately 
desirable,  in  order  to  prevent  the  shock 
and  disorder  which  might  attend  a  too 
sudden  change.  Even  to  the  consumer 
a  duty  would  be  found  a  protection,  as  it 
would  tend  to  preserve  a  constancy  of 
supply  by  giving  encouragement  to  agri- 
culture, and  preventing  the  evils  of  an 
extravagant  price  in  a  lime  of  temporary 
scarcity.  Amonc  other  leading  provisions 
of  the  bill  which  he  disapproved  of  was 
that  of  the  admission  of  a  large  number  of 
towns  into  the  schedule  of  places  bj  which 
the  averages  were  regulated.  He  did  not 
believe  that  any  one  of  their  Lwdahip* 
iMlly  knew  what  would  be  the  ciETect  of . .. 
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th«t  kdditioD.  Hia  noble  Friend,  >t  the 
fcnd  of  tbe  Bosrd  of  Tnde,  thoogiht  it 
mold  prodace  no  peat  chu^  bot 
there  were  others  wLom  authonty  wu 
eotitled  to  couidenble  weight  npoa  tbe 
qnntioii,  mad  who  were  under  the  in- 
pKMion  that  it  woold  t^nte  to  reduce 
tbe  avenge^  and  thereby  iocreaie  tbe 
doty.  Has*  were  of  opiowD,  that  the 
prapoMd  addition  to  the  towu  wovld 
alter  the  whole  range  of  pricett  and  he 
bdieved  that  tbay  were  all  in  total  igoo- 
rviee  of  what  the  efieet  would  be :  and 
on  tbote  gnMud*  he  ihoald  cerlainiy 
obfcet  to  that  profinoo.  He  confeaaed 
that,  looking  at  what  would  be  the  pro- 
bable omratioD  of  tbe  UU,  be  could  not 
briiuE  himielf  to  TOt*  tat  tbe  mcouI 
reamng  laai  night,  and  bad  abetaioed  front 
Totia^  although  he  waa  ready  to  adait 
that  It  waa  a  rery  great  improvement  in 
the  exUUng  ayalen.  He  thought  the  bill 
would  make  a  very  cooaideiabk  change  in 
price,  but  it  woiud  not  efiect  the  main 
object  which  be  lor  one  desired  to  see 
aceompliihed  by  an  alteration  of  the  Conn 
laws — nz^  a  steady,  rsgolar,  and  wboU- 
some  trade  is  com,  while  it  wonld  geoo* 
rally  exclude,  wad  always  perplex  tbe 
commerce  in  grain  with  distant  coun- 
tries. He  did  not  think  that  it  woidd 
do  away  with  speculatioa  and  fraud,  or 
any  of  those  erils  which  existed  under 
tbe  present  system.  Believing  that  a  fixed 
duty  would  |dace  tbe  producer  on  a 
safisc  and  better  fbotii^,  and  that  the  n- 
▼enoe  would  be  in  a  briber  condition,  be- 
lieving that  it  would  improve  their  trad* 
aod  be  condneiTe  to  the  advantage  of  tbe 
poblic  geoerallj,  he  should  oa  these 
grounds  give  his  support  to  tbe  amsnd- 
aieot  of  hii  noble  Friend. 

Tbe  Uarquess  of  SaUtbury  could  not 
bit  conpatulate  bis  noble  Friead  who 
had  ^ost  sat  down,  on  the  fact,  that  ha 
conaidered  tbe  bill  at  a  grsat  amsndment 
upon  the  taw  which  was  at  present  in 
operation.  Hie  noble  Friead,  he  believed, 
bad  expressed  his  diupproval  of  svery 
sini^e  provision  of  lbs  bill,  while,  as  a 
vhrne,  D«  bad  considered  it  a  great  amead* 
niBDt  on  the  presaftt  law.  It  appeared  to 
bun,  that  tMte  wen  two  grounds  od 
which  ibe  GoTenunent  was  bound  to  give 
protection  to  the  agricultuial  dasssa  of 
this  country — one  was,  that  by  sncenng- 
ing  nMive  sgricnltare  they  would  reBOsr 
tbemsslvas  independentof  foreign  natioBs; 
ud  UMotbR  wut  llutt  iW  Tttriri"^*iiriftf 


be  proposed  lew  would  oiai»- 
Mtbing  like  the  same  ptiew. 
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was  enjoyed  by  other  trades.  He  boliowed 
itwonht  oot  be  denied,  that  there  w«ra 
^Mcial  burdens  imposed  upon  Ibe  laad, 
and  if  the  burden*  mi  all  clames  wow 
equalised,  be  bad  no  objection  to  giva  «p 
every  protection  which  the  landed  intinet 
at  pcewDt  enjoyed.  Hie  qneation  vm^ 
what  protection  waa  oeeassery  to  < 
the  boss^powefs  in  their  owe 
to  compete  with  the  foreign  : 
Under  tbe  iunw  law,  tbe  avert  _ 
of  eom  waa  sosewber*  about  66>.'  tbe 
quarter,  and  ibe  p 
tain  it  at  sometb' 

and  less  than  that  woald  aet,  be  theagbt, 
bo  a  sufficient  proteMioa  to  the  Eagliak 
farmer.  There  waa  a  great  redaclioa  in 
the  amoant  of  the  duty  to  be  levied  eader 
tbe  new  bill,  but  be  belieTCd  tbe  prios 
would  remaia  at  aoeaetbing  Ifte  the  awu 
age  of  what  it  had  beea  b»  the  kat  tea 
yearn  With  regard  to  the  addition  tbat 
had  bean  made  to  tbe  list  of  towns  which 
were  to  regulate  tbe  averages^  be  enlir^ 
approved  of  it,  because  be  did  not  think, 
IMt  tbe  averages  could  bo  more  fairly 
taken  thsa  by  addii^  as  maey  towns  as 
possible  whera  >m4  jtd*  sales  of  wheat 
look  place.  Bnt,itwai  aaidftbeaevera- 
meat  would  not  have  propoasd  Ibis  mea- 
sure, bad  it  iwt  have  been  forced  upoa 
them  by  the  coaniry.  Now,  it  was  per- 
fectly true,  that  the  agitation  which  had 
been  raiMd  on  this  subject  had  necessitated 
this  proposition,  but  was  it  not  extraordi- 
nary that  noUa  Lords  opposite  sboold 
blame  the  Government  on  tbat  account? 
Why,  they  were  tbe  primt  mover*  of  this 
agiutioa.  It  was  tbe  laU  Admiiriatration 
nhicb  first  pnwosed  a  change  in  tbe  ex- 
isting law ;  and  with  refold  to  the  charac- 
ter of  that  change,  be  would  aay,  that  lie 
thought  nothing  could  be  more  delusive, 
than  the  proposition  for  a  fixed  duly.  A 
fixed  duty  woald  he  no  protection  to  agri- 
culture. Let  tbam  put  it  at  a  high  rate, 
or  at  a  low  rate,  it  would  be  equallv  ia- 
opeiative.  In  fact,  the  only  e^ei«U 
meana  of  |»otectiDg  tbe  former  was  by  tbe 
graduating  soale— ^  an  adherence  to  the 
principle  at  present  enforced.  Hebeliered, 
that  the  measure  before  tbe  House  won 
to  maintain  tbat  prioci^e,  and  tbat  tbe 
olteiations  made  to  the  details  were  «!• 
cnlaled  to  benefit  the  coontiy.  On  tlw 
whole,  he  must  say,  tbat  be  was  sotisfitd 


with  tbe  plan,  and  tbat  be  should  T«(a  ift 
of  lU  bill  wMt  wiUioily. 
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l.«rd  PoriMBu  objected  to  tlw  present 
bill  M  being  of  u  uueatulaclory  duncter, 
udj  Iherewe,  ■  bad  mewure.  He  awi- 
dered  that  it  iu  do  way  tended  to  lettle 
tfaii  BMWMitout  qneitioa,  the  impoitanoe 
of  whidi  Lad  been  deacribed  lo  adequately 
hy  hi*  noUfl  Friend  nifoiite  (the  Earl  of 
lupon).  He  belioYea,  that  the  qneation 
iie?et  co«ild  be  fettled  satisfiKtorily  to  the 
^ricolturiit  or  to  the  oontiuaer,  until  it 
ra  aettled  do  the  Driociple  eui  bodied  in 
tbaaawndBentof  bHBofaleFrirad.  The 
MMunre  could  not  aatiafy  any  claM>  and  it 
Tonld  uneettle  the  traaaactiona  of  all 
dann  He  ibould  hare  thought,  that  hia 
noble  Friend,  the  Preaident  <tf  the  Board 
of  Trader  would  ban  bent  the  la*t 
to  hare  ^iprond  of  thia  bill,  tIh 
collected  that  hia  noble  Friend 
leading  |ietaoa  in  dntwing  up  the  report  of 
the  coamittee  of  die  other  Houm  ia  1831 
00  tbia  sulyect.  In  that  report  tbeagricul- 
turitts  wen  told,  that  uie  tune  would 
eOMowben  the  only  protection  which  tbey 
muat  h)A  to  waa  ia  the  shape  ot  a  fixed 
du^.  They  were  alao  told,  that  that  time 
weald  be  wbra  thwe  waa  do  slot  ia  the 
home  market  and  no  glut  in  t£«  marketa 
of  the  worid.  He  baa  alwaya 
that  the  reoomnMdatioos  and  araui 
weif  sound  and  naanawerable,  and  ii 
aeqaence  of  tbe  impresBion  which  th. 

Chad  nude  on  bis  mind,  be  had  always 
an  adfocate  for  a  fixed  duty  on  com. 
He  had  entertained  hopes,  from  tbe  opin- 
nions  expressed  by  toe  noble  Earl  on 
fomer  oecaaiooa  aad  last  night,  that  be 
waa  prepared  for  a  more  extensire  change ; 
but  hia  nfible  Friend  had  that  night  inti- 
mated that  tbey  should  r^;ard  this  as 
somelliiog  like  a  final  nKSSore.  He  sgreed 
with  the  noUe  Earl  (Earl  Haidwicke)  in 
believing  that  tbe  cultirators  of  wheat 
would  not  bare  less  protection  under  the 
BTopoeed  bill  than  under  the  prcsenl  law  i 
but  be  did  not  Mak  that  thia  would  be 
altogether  tbe  case  as  regarded  bariey. 
The  coltinUors  of  bariey,  no  dsubt,  had 
Mason  to  be  mny  that  the  noble  Dnke 
(the  Dnite  of  Biiekiuham)did  not  remain 
in  tbe  Cabiaeti  tar  he  might  by  bis  ex* 
ertKRia  hate  smetedcd  in  oUainiag  an 
equal  ibare  of  protection  ix  the  bariey 
growa,  aa  a  rl^t  has.  BaroMt,  his  Co£> 
leagncia  the  Cabinet  and  also  an  ardent 
mif^^m  of  agrkohure,  had  induced  the 
Camaetto  agtm  to  for  tbe  prodiicew  «f 
apples  and  hc^  Whh  rcapeet  to  the  re- 
iMrt  «£  the  eonnittM,  he  wudd  fa^  the 
•MntiMi  if  noUa  Pmd  to  «  ottnol&Dn 


it  which  he  wmild  read.  Hie  esMUiittee 
in  allusioa  to  the  preeeut  ayatem  of  the 
riidiag-scale,  say  f— 

"  Tbb  lyitem  )■  certaioly  liable  to  ludden 
olterationii  of  which  the  effect  may  be  at  <Hie 
time  to  redace  nricet  atteadj  low,  lowei  than 
thet  would  probably  hare  been  under  a  stale 
of  free-trade,  aod  al  aoolber,  unnecesrarily  U 
enhaDce  pHcei  already  high  ;—to  aggraTaie 
tbe  evils  of  sorcity,  aiul  to  render  more  aevete 
the  depretdoti  of  pricet  from  abundance.  On 
the  one  haod,  it  aecei?e«  the  grower  with  the 
falw  hope  ofmooopolr,  and,  by  itf  ocoaiionil 
iotennption,  may  lead  to  eoateqaeaess  which 
deprita  him  of  ths  beoefiti  of  that  monopolyi 
when  most  wanted;— on  the  oilier  hand,  it 
boldi  out  to  (be  couotiy  the  prospect  of  an 
occasional  free>lrade,  bat  so  regulued  and  da- 
soltory,  u  to  baffle  the  calcolatloos  and  noiet- 
tle  the  trensaclioDS  both  of  the  frower  and  the 
dealer  al  home ,— 4o  deprive  the  eononmer  ef 
mod  of  ibe  beaeflu  of  toch  a  (radi^  and  to  ia- 
vol*e  tlM  Marcbani  in  more  then  the  ofdiaaiy 
risks  of  mercantile  ^wculalioo.  It  exposes 
the  markets  of  the  couDlry,  either  to  be  occa- 
lioaally  OTerwbelmed  with  an  inuodation  of 
foreign  cotd,  altogether  disoroportioData  to  its 
waots ;  or,  io  the  erent  or  any  coaiideiable 
deficiency  ia  oar  own  faanrest,  h  enates  a  sod- 
den coeapctition  on  Iha  contiDent,  by  the 
tifyet  of  which,  the  prtose  there  are  rapidly 
aad  naneocasarily  raised  against  oaiielres. 
But  the  incODveoieot  operatioa  of  Ibe  present 
Con-law,  which  sppean  to  be  less  lbs  oonsa- 
^uence  of  ibe  qoanlily  of  foteign  grain  broi^t 
into  Ibis  couDtiy,  upon  an  average  of  yean, 
Uian  of  tbe  naoaer  ra  wbicfa  that  grain  is  in- 
traduced,  is  not  conflncd  to  great  Bnctnations 
In  price,  and  consequent  embanastment,  both 
to  tbe  grower  and  to  the  eoDcnmsr  j  for  the 
oecasiooal  prohibition  of  ianwrt,  has  alio  a 
direct  (eodeacy  to  cooUect  the  eiteni  of  onr 
oomoiercial  dealings  with  other  stales,  and  to 
excite  in  tbe  rulers  of  those  states,  a  spirit  of 
permanent  escluiioa  sfaioit  the  productions 
or  maoufactuies  of  thu  country  and  its  colo- 

Could  any  man  predict  more  accurately 
the  state  of  tbinga  that  had  arisen  under 
tbe  present  Corn-law  than  tbe  authors  ot 
''    r^»rt  of  1821 ;  aod  if  tbey  prophedod 


BO  rigotly  as  to  the  reautt  of  the  then  law, 
wby  did  noble  Lords  reAise  fo  n  "' 
them  in  adopting  their  recommendal 


In  a  subsequent  part  of  the  report,  tbe 


"  Tour  commiUss  sto  ths  nof*  aasions  to 
impcssB  upon  lbs  attsntioo  of  Ike  Heeae  the 
M  state  of  oar  trade  In  foreign  corn,  between 
the  yeais  1773  aod  1814,  as  it  appears  lo  Ibem, 
vitita  in  counectioD  with  the  procress  of  gene- 
ral nnsperity  of  the  country,  anl  more  espea 
ctaliy  with  (be  great  improTenents  b  agrieub 
mn,  nd    its   hijbly   fcnrisbiBg   ooodhion 
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dajr  iRd  the  barrnt.    The  fatimerst  tliere- 
ton,  did  not  get  the  betwflt  of  bigh  prloea 
from  the  Corn-laws,  as  they  weire    forced 
to  k11  their  prodooe  at  a  period    of  tbe 
year  when  there  were  comparatiTely  low- 
pricee.    The  preseat  bill  ma  also  faUi  he~ 
cauM  it  UDtettled  exiatiog  bas^aiits   be- 
tween landlords  and  tenants;  and  it  vnw 
utterly  irapoaeible,  that  under  its  probable 
operation  any  man  could  tell  how  ao  agree- 
meotor  bargain  should  be  made.  Hebeliered, 
that  this  measure  bad  giren  a  shock  to  the 
landed  interest  of  this  country  of  a  nHMt 
lerious  character.  He  believed,  that  every 
man,   poor   or  rich,  labourer   or    master 
'ished  to  give  adequate  and  fair  protec-i 
ion  to   the  producer  of  cuni;  but  how 
could  they  maintain  that  protection  to  him 
when  be  was  exposed  to  conipeUtioii  with 


as  a  mattw  bightj  dcstrrlng  of  their  future 
comUaration,  whether  m  icaae  in  com,  con- 
stantly open  to  all  naiiou  of  the  world,  and 
lutigeGl  oaly  to  such  aiiKed  duly  u  might  com- 
peaiRte  to  ihe  grower  the  Iom  of  that  encou- 
ragement which  be  received  doTina  the  laie 
war  from  the  obitacles  thrown  in  the  way  of 
free  importation,  and  thereby  protect  the  capi- 
tal! now  vested  in  agricnlture  from  an  unequal 
competition  Id  the  home  maitet, — ii  not,  aa  a 
pertnanent  ayftem,  preferable  to  that  aute 
of  law  by  which  the  com  trade  ia  now  regu- 
lated." 

Did  not  the  committee  then  dietiactly 
tell  the  agriculturists,  that  the  only  pro. 
tedjon  they  must  ultimately  look  forward 
to  waa  a  fixed  duty.  Tbe  noble  Earl  said, 
that  he  was  desirous  of  prerenting  frauds 
in  the  avenges  ;  but  was  he  likely  to  do 
BO  by  measB  of  the  present  bill?  The 
noble  Lord  said,  that  the  grades  in  the 
alidiug-scale  were  not  so  great  in  the  bill 
before  tbe  House  as  they  were  in  tbe  pre- 
sent law.  He  admitted,  that  although 
the  diSerences  in  the  proposed  scale,  when 
com  rose  to  a  certain  price,  were  not  so 
great  as  at  present,  still  the  scale  was  con- 
structed in  such  a  way,  that  it  would  still 
holdout  inducements  to  speculators;  and, 
indeed,  this  must  be  always  the  case  where 
the  average  system  was  adopted,  nearly  as 
great  sow  as  formerly,  to  indulge  in  frauds 
to  raise  tbe  averages.  It  was  proposed  to 
add  sixty-two  new  towns  to  those  from 
which  the  averages  were  now  taken,  but 
you  still  had  London  in  tbe  list,  which 
was  the  great  market  fnr  speculators  and 
for  fraudulent  sales.  When  the  former 
Corn-bill  was  before  Parliament,  fae  had 
moved,  I  hat  London  should  be  left  out  of 
the  list  of  markets  from  which  the  aver* 
ages  were  to  be  taken,  but  he  was  left  in 
a  yen  small  minority  on  tbe  occasion.  He 
found,  that  at  Liverpool.  London,  and 
Boston,  at  least  one-fifth  of  the  whole 

?[uantity  of  com  disposed  of  was  sold.  He 
ound  also,  that  in  forty  towna  the  return 
of  sales  of  corn  was  less  than  that  quantity. 
Under  the  present  law,  and  under  the 
operation  of  the  proposed  bill,  the  dealer 
in  the  great  markets  still  depeoded  on  the 
foreign  speculator,  and  they  must  buy 
when  it  suited  them  for  tbe  purpose  of 
carrying  on  their  gambling  transactions. 
Another  evil  of  the  operation  of  the  Corn- 
lawa  was,  that  tbe  small  farmer  must  sell 
his  crops  between  the  gathering  the  hi 
vest  and  Lady-day,  so  as  to  enable  him 
pay  his  rents  and  tithes.  But  the  chief 
portions  of  the  speculations  and  the  high 
prices  of  corn  took  place  between  l^ftdy- 


the  foreigner  by  bringing  forward  a  n 
which  would  keep  up  M  tbe  fluetaatiom 
of  the  old  bill,  and  which  would  tend  to 
prevent  altogether  their  making  a  fixed 
duty  f  Tbev  had  lost  good  terms  wlien 
they  rdected  the  propositions  which  his 
noble  Friend  (Viscount  Melbourne)  bad 
offered  to  Parliament  last  year,  and  which 
he  was  prepared  to  ofier  them  again  at 
present.  He  did  not  believe,  that  by  this 
measure  they  would  succeed  in  putting  a 
stop  to  agitation — on  tbe  contrary,  they 
would  encourage  it.  It  had  been  admitted, 
that  it  was  yieldiog  to  agitation  in  bring- 
ing forward  this  measure,  which  could  not 
be  defended  on  principle. 

The  Earl  of^  WinchUtea  said,  he  had 
endeavoured  to  follow  the  noble  Lord  who 
bad  last  spoken,  but  be  really  had  left  him 
at  an  mtife  lose  to  know  what  his  opinions 
were  as  to  the  protection,  or  preference,  at 
he  styled  it,  which  ought  to  be  given  to 
the  British  agriculturists.     Tbe  noUe  Lord 
appeared  to  argued,  first  of  all,  that  the 
Government  measure  would  give  no  pro- 
tection.    Why,  was  not  its  piiociple  tbe 
same  as  that  which  characterised  tlie^m)< 
tecting  measure  at  present  in  opeisticn? 
It  was  true  some  alteratiooa  were  proposed 
in  the  scale  of  duties ;  but  he  was  prejwred 
to  contend,  that  those  alteratioas  would 
give  greater  protection  to  tbe  agricultur- 
ists than,  in  point  of  feet,  they  had  eier 
before  obtained.    He  did  not  mean  to  iBj', 
that  the  measure  would  enhance  tbe  piieg 
of  com,  but  certainly  it  woiJd  iwtex|nse 
tbe  grower  to  the  frauds  piactiMl  span 
the  averages,  as  to  tbe  sudden  altentioM 
in  the  smle  of  duties  which  were  one 
stantly  occurring  under  the  plan  at  pre- 
sent in  existence.    He  would  saiare  wiM 
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Lordi,  that  he  waa  not  one  of  tiiow  who 
dednd  to  nise  prices.  It  vu  only  Lia 
wish  to  ^re  every  fwr  protection  to  tbe 
■griculturists.  He  looked  oo  tbe  question 
■a  one  KSecting  erery  class  in  the  nation, 
and  hU  only  olyect  waa  to  give  bread,  the 
citief  Decessory  of  human  exiBtence,  to  the 
great  tnau  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
at  the  loveat  possible  price  compatible 
with  a  lair  profit  to  the  grower.  He 
must  say,  that  he  did  think  the  measure 
before  the  House  a  very  cooniderahle  im- 
provement on  the  existing  Corn-law.  It 
would  cure  the  eril  of  tbe  jumping  duties 
— the  sudden  change  lioni  hJgli  prices  to 
low  prices,  A  great  improvement  would 
also  no  doubt  be  made  by  the  additions  to 
the  towns  in  which  the  averagee  were  to 
be  taken,  but  at  the  same  time  he  quile 
agreed  with  the  noble  Lord  who  had  just 
sat  down,  that  the  market  in  Mark-lane 
should  be  left  out  of  the  list  altogether. 
As  to  tbe  proposition  embodied  in  the 
amendment,  the  fixed  duty  was  in  point 
of  fact  a  perfect  ^llacy  if  viewed  in  tbe 
light  of  a  protecHoo.  He  looked  to  the 
consequences  of  a  fixed  duty  upon  corn 
not  merely  as  immediately  affecting  that 
article,  but  ultimately  involving  the  secu- 
ritj  of  all  other  taxes;  because,  when  tbe 
price  of  wheat  was  high,  the  Legislature 
would  be  compelled  to  abandon  tbe  St. 
duty,  and  the  clamour  of  the  people,  when 
saccessfiil  in  getting  rid  of  one  tax,  must 
exercise  a  most  injurious  influence  with 
reference  to  every  other  available  source  of 
revenue.  At  the  same  time,  be  felt  it  to 
he  an  imperative  duty  to  oppose  the  impo. 
sition  of  a  fixed  duty  on  corn  as  a  protec- 
tion to  agriculture,  because  when  com  was 
low  it  would  afford  no  protection,  and 
when  prices  were  high,  the  Legislature 
wonld  never  be  able  to  enforce  it 

Lord  Monteagle :  I  am  anxious  to 
confine  the  few  observations  that  1  wish  to 
address  to  the  House  to  the  quasiion  im- 
mediately under  consider ation.  I  admit, 
that  lbs  proposed  bill  is  a  contiderable 
improveraent  on  tbe  existing  law,  above 
all  in  those  provisions  of  the  bill  by  which 
the  duly  on  import  is  diminished,  which 
will  prove  a  relief  to  the  consumer.  The 
new  scale  will  also  lessen  the  indace- 
ment  to  hold  back  foreign  corn,  and  will 
ifans  diminish  the  fiuctnations  of  price. 
At  the  same  time,  however,  when  I 
admit  this,  I  must  state,  that  if  ever  I 
was  perauaded  of  one  fact  more  than  of 
■DOiher,  it  is,  that  according  to  the  opin- 
ion expressed  by  a  noble  Friend  of  mine, 
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who  ipoka  early  in  the  debaU  (Eari 
Wicklow)  this  bill  cannot  be  considered  a 
final  meainre  on  the  subject.  It  i| 
founded  on  arguments  and  admissions, 
that  must  lead  to  its  future  modification 
or  repeal.  I  do  not  attrifauie  any  want 
of  candour  to  my  noble  Friend  (Lord 
Rjpon)  nor  su^;est,  that  bringing  for- 
ward this  bill  as  a  definitive  measure, 
my  noble  Friend  does  not  believe  it  to 
be  such.  But  my  noble  Friend  slso  con- 
sidered the  act  of  1815  as  final,  yet 
how  little  has  it  deserved  that  title  1  I 
beg  your  Lordships  to  recollect,  that  you 
are  now  arguiog  the  corn  qoestion  on 
grounds  on  which  it  has  never  been 
argued  before.  It  is  now  admitted  on 
all  hands,  thongfa  formerly  as  strenn- 
ously  denied,  tnat  we  must  seek  frxini 
sbrosd  a  considerable  portion  of  corn  for 
home  consumption.  The  notion  of  inde- 
pendence of  foreign  supply  formerly  once 
so  much  relied  on,  is  now  abandoned  on 
all  sides  ;  and  the  only  queation  remain- 
ing for  argument  is  how  our  deficiency  of 
food  can  be  supplied,  in  the  most  advan- 
tageous manner.  This  deficiency  must 
annually  augment.  In  looking  to  the  facts 
of  the  case,  I  will  refer  to  the  rapid  in- 
crease which  ii  continually  taking  place  in 
the  population  of  thia  country.  If  noble 
Lords  will  consider  the  returns  of  iha 
population  laid  before  Parliament,  it  will 
be  seen,  that  tbe  population  of  Great 
Britain  has  increased  between  the  years 
1801  and  1841,  upwards  of  78  percent. 
From  these  returns,  it  appears,  that  in  the 
period  of  forty  years,  the  population  baa 
increased  8,200,000 ;  an  increase  equal 
to  tbe  population  of  a  considerable  Euro- 
pean state.  The  progress  of  our  popula- 
tion is  as  follows : 

"  popuLATioM  oi  oaeiT  bsitiin,  avu,  in 
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1S01   . 

..  10.472,048  . 

..   — 

1811   . 

..  11,964,303  .. 

..  14-3 

1821  . 

..  14,161,830  .. 

..  17-6 

1831  .. 

..  16,360,011  .. 

..  la-S 

1841   . 

..  18,664,761   .. 

..  14- 

Increase  on  the  40  years,  SftOOfiOO  or  78'3.'' 

It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  the  conntry 
has  to  nrovida  means  of  subsistence  for 
a  rapidly  increasing  population.  Do  no- 
ble Lords  believe,  that  from  the  present 
lime  the  population  will  remain  station- 
ary? I  doubt  it  much,  and  esperienet 
justifies  me  in  such  doubts,     During  dw  ;; 
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Uft  forty  jetn,  there  hsn  bees  times  of 
fmt  eomncnial  iwotperitj,  followed  bv 
periods  of  Bercentile  embarraMmsnt,  mad 
of  agricaltaral  protpeiily  roUowad  by  agri- 
oalUinl  dkUsM;  bat  siiil  there  hu  biuD 
en  increaaa  of  popuUtioa  Bteadily  going; 
oo  during  all  theie  Ticiuitudw.  It  n 
admitted,  too,  by  all  rational  men,  that 
Ihia  eoontry  caanot  go  on  incraaaing  its 
productioo  of  com  in  the  ratio  with  the 
lacieaae  of  popnlatiao  ;  we  must,  thei» 
fate,  DeoeHarily  look  to  foreign  coantriet, 
Ibraugmeiiliiigsapplieiofcon),  Irepeatit, 
ve  ronat  look  to  foreign  countries,  and  your 
Idrdsbipa  will  find,  that  a  gmtet  portion 


of  fore^  corn  will  be  required,  year  by 
year.  If,  then,  (hit  bill  is  considered  suf- 
ficient for  the  eaigency  of  the  present  itate 


of  things,  an  allegation  which  I  do  not 
wlmit,  yet  even  then,  from  the  facts  which 
I  biTO  stated,  it  will  soon  becoma  no- 
eeaaary  for  Parliament  to  reeoniider  the 
qnettion,  within  a  comparatively  short 
time.  1  hope  it  nay  be  reconsidered 
wisely  and  temperately  hereafter,  however 
imperfect  may  tw  our  present  legislation. 
llteTe  is  another  point  of  view  in  which 
tbia  qneition  may  be  conaiderad  as  having 
during  these  discassiona  assumed  a  new 
Ciatan.  Heretofore  it  has  been  the  practice 
to  appeal  Eo  Ireland  and  to  Irish  interests  ai 
an  argument  for  maiotainiog  the  Com- 
lawB ;  bvt  thai  arguoieat  haa  now  failed, 
beoauto  lem  and  less  com  is  imported  from 
Ireland  every  year.  Tbe  House  ean  do 
longer  look  to  Ireland  as  the  aource  of  an 
inereMtng  supply.  It  has  even  been  stated 
by  a  Doble  Earl  (the  Bar)  of  Wicklow)  and 
m  many  other  persona  wdl  acquainted 
with  the  fact,  that  tbe  probability  is,  that 
very  shortly,  Ireland  will  coniune  all  the 
wheat  which  she  pioduces.  This  sUle  t^ 
things  does  not  ariie  from  the  circum- 
stance that  less  wheat  is  produced  in  Ire- 
land, than  formerly,  but  ttat  more  ia  con- 
somed;  it  is  a  proof  of  the  improvement  in 
the  condition  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  and 
a  pfoof  that  must  ba  most  gnti^ing  to 
your  Lord^ips.  I  refer  to  theie  facta, 
to  prove  that  it  will  be  utterly  impos- 
sible for  Parliament  to  abide  bv  tbe  pre- 
sent bill,  as  a  permanent  settlement  of 
the  Corn-law.  If,  then,  thia  country  ii 
obliged  to  dopend  upon  foreign  states  for 
«  portion  of  the  supply  of  com  necessary 
for  our  subsistence — if  the  proportion 
1  abroad  is  likely  to  go  on 
J,  the  qaestion  to  be  answered  is, 
What  an  the  beM  in«tH  bj  which  we 


can  procure  the  foreign  gnin  we  reqaira 
for  tbe  support  of  oet  populatioo.  Ia 
reply  to  ibn  qaestion  two  propositioaa 
have  been  nade :  the  first,  the  sliding- 
seole,  end  the  sacood,  the  fixed  duty. 
There  is  undoubtedly  a  third  propoaitioa, 
namely,  the  abolition  of  all  duty,  which 
my  nioble  and  learned  Friend  (Lord 
Brougham)  iniendi  mating,  but  with  re- 
spect to  which  I  will  not  make  any  obeu- 
vationa  for  the  present.  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion,  after  the  best  reflectioo  that 
I  can  give  to  the  sabject,  that  it  is  inei- 
pedient  to  adopt  the  sliding-scale,  and 
that  in  its  operation  it  is  alike  inconsJatent 
with  policy  and  justice.  I  shoald  have 
been  glad  to  have  had  a  committee  of  this 
HonsB  appointed  to  investigate  the  relative 
merits  of  a  sliding-scale  or  of  a  fixed  duty, 
beforewhichcommitteepracticalmenofalt 
opinions  could  have  been  examined,  and 
where  the  matter  could  have  been  inquired 
into,  divested  oF  all  party  excitement,  and 
where  it  conld  be  treated  as  a  question  of 

rtlitical  ecoooray  or  commercial  science, 
should  like  to  know  where  you  can  find 
any  practical  and  eaperieaced  man  who 
will  defend  the  sliding-acaleT  Noble  Lords 
opposite  have  boasted,  and  boutad  with 
some  degree  of  truth,  Aat  a  large  portioa 
of  the  most  wealthy  and  intelligent  ewa- 
mercial  classes  coincided  with  them  in 
their  political  views.  I  am  willing,  fbrUie 
sake  of  aigoment,  to  admit  this,  and  I  will 
ask  noble  Lords  opposite  to  appoint  n 
committee,  and  I  will  challenge  them  to 
prodace  any  commercial  man  of  knowledge 
and  of  esperienca  who  will  venture  to  de- 
fend  the  continuance  of  a  slidiog-scale,  I 
will  go  farther,  and  will  sballenge  them  t» 
name  any  one  person  who  has  practical 
experience  in  roatteis  of  finance,  or  who 
ia  extensively  acquainted  with  the  com- 
merce of  the  world,  tbe  principlea  which 
r^ulate  our  foreign  exchanges,  or  the 
interests  of  die  public  as  connected  with 
the  Bank  of  England,  who,  on  being  otiee* 
tionad,  would  not  repudiate  this  sliaiag- 
scale  as  e  most  monstrous  anomaly.  This 
is  a  fair  challenge,  to  which  I  invite  the 
attention  of  noble  Lorda  opposite.  I  will 
also  undertake  to  prove  the  impolicy  of 
this  system,  not  merely  on  BBthority,  but 
by  a  reference  In  a  few  and  aimple  faets 
which  can  be  relied  on.  The  Ciutoina' 
tariff  embraces  1,000  ot  1,200  separate 
articles.  It  has  more  than  once  andergone 
tbe  supervision  of  some  of  the  most  able 
I  and  moat  eiperieutd  men  i  vsrygicnt  in- 
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iVMMBta  hkTe  been  made  ia  the  tariff 
penou  coanactad  is  politiea  with  ooUe 
tofda  oppoute;  fint,  in  1827,  by  Hr. 
HeniM)  and  dow  apun,  maoh  to  the 
flredit  of  the  OoveraineDt,  bj  tbe  right 
hMi.  Barooet  the  Fim  Lmd  af  tbe  Tna- 
■urj.  I  aik  them  if,  in  the  whoUrernioD 
of  tbe  tariff,  or  looking  back  into  the  faia- 
lory  of  thii  coontiy,  or  of  any  other,  they 
«an  point  ont  any  auGb  vicioui  principle 
■a  a  atidiag-aoale  appliad  to  any  other  ar- 
ticle bnt  that  of  com  1  Where  baa  auoh 
a  Bcale— the  vary  oppoaila  of  an  od  MJOfVM 
acale — or,  at  it  baa  been  mil  deaigoated 
by  tbe  noble  Earl  (Earl  Ripon),  wbere 
haa  ntcb  a  contra  valorem  acale  been  ing- 
geated  with  reference  to  any  other  article? 
If  die  principle  were  in  iteelf  a  good  one, 
why  aboehi  it  hare  been  thos  uniformly 
rejected  ?  Bat  I  conteod  that  it  ia  spe- 
ouUy  objeetionable  aa  applksable  to  coro. 
I  ol^t  to  it  firat  on  account  of  iti  on- 
•ertainly,  which  eipoaea  tbe  merchant, 
in  nddng  hti  arrangemenu,  to  the  doable 
cODlingiDCy  of  a  changing  duty  and  a 
changing  price.  I  object  to  it,  alto,  on 
Iba  apedal  ground  that  hat  been  ad- 
ferted  to  by  a  noble  Lord  near  me  (Lord 
ClaTeadoo)--namely,  ita  uDJuit  opention 
Hpon  oar  commercial  inteicoune  with  the 
United  Statea  of  America.  To  countries 
k  oar  immediata  vicinity  it  hohla  out  ad- 
nntagw  withheld  from  more  lemote 
maAeta,  like  thoae  of  the  United  Statea. 
Duiing  Hr.  Webater*a  viaJt  to  ihia  conn< 
try,  I  •vSfijtA  tome  inleicoarie,  which 
I  ahall  over  retnember  with  tbe  grealcal 
pltaaawt  with  that  diitinguiihad  atalea- 
BMtn  BOW  at  the  head  of  foreign  aflaira 
in  the  United  SUIei.  At  that  period 
tbe  dialreia  ariaiog  in  our  American 
MBBercial  relationi  waa  eitreme.  It 
waa  a  time  of  immenaa  preaaure  on  the 
whole  of  our  American  trade.  And  what 
waa  the  poaition  oi  parti  of  America 
with  whi^  Hr.  Webster  was  acquainted 
or  oonneoted?  It  was,  that  tbe  harvest 
femsinod  withoot  value  upon  the  gronnd, 
becanao  ita  owners  coald  find  no  profit. 
•Uc  mariutt  and  thii,  whilit  our  com- 
aeroe  waa  langaiihing  by  the  check  to 
MU  trade  with  America,  and  tbe  people 
wen  anfiering  ftom  a  want  of  the  food 
•MA  America  waa  willing  to  smd  to  ut, 
both  paxtiea  were  thua  auOering  firom 
the  faul  lawa  which  prevented  the  (rana> 
mitaion  of  that  agricultural  produce 
which  wonld  piofitably  have  been  sent  by 
Aaeticaaadeouwaedbytu.    Iidsoob* 


ject  to  this  alidittg..acalei  on  a  ground  of  ob> 
jection  whk^  mod  be  incident  to  this  biU 
and  to  every  other  bill  fbnnded  on  tbeenmn 
principle.  No  system  founded  on  averagea 
can  work  well.  You  are  now  endcnveor> 
ing  to  botch  up  iha  syatem  by  dta  tn- 
troductioaof  new  towna  into  the  avaragaa. 
Tbe  very  step  you  have  taken  with  a  view 
to  improve  the  law,  pnvea  the  viae  Uiat  is 
inherent  in  that  part  of  the  acbema.  1 
will  ask  tbe  noble  Lords  around  me 
whether,  having  read  this  bill  a  second 
time,  any  one  of  them  can,  on  going 
into  committee,  put  his  hand  upon  his 
heart  and  aay,  that  ha  understands  in 
the  least  degree  what  the  effect  of  the 
introduction  of  these  towns  will  be  f  Then 
I  say  yon  are  going  to  effect  a  change,  not 
on  any  prineiple  that  ought  to  direct 
tbe  retolvea  of  wise  and  prudent  men, 
but  at  chance  and  npoo  hap  batard.  To 
this  evil  every  alteration  of  average  system 
was  eipoeed,  as  do  li  prior*  roasona  coold 
show  how  the  alteration  would  work.  But 
again,  aa  was  slated  on  a  previoaa  oees* 
tioD,  there  was  another  vice  from  which 
tbe  average  system  waa  never  free.  It 
proceeded  upon  an  entire  hllaey.  It  as- 
sumed that  a  gi^en  quantity  of  com  wu 
always  of  die  same  value,  never  taking 
iuto  account  the  eonditifm  of  the  con ;  so 
that,  while  the  atata  of  the  averages  as 
eihibiled  by  prioe  waa  apparently  favmr* 
aUe,  the  people  might  be  in  a  atate  of 
starvation;  it  was  forgotten  that  a  defiset  of 
qnality  wonld  lowor  price  as  oertainly  as 
tboDoaMie  to  qoantity.  In  thia,  aa  in 
every  other  case,  mucli  of  the  evil  yo* 
inflict  will  recoil  npoa  ibeee  who  cause  ib 
Thare  never  can  be  a  stronger  illustration 
of  this  great  ttntb  than  ia  fnmnbed  by 
the  Cora- laws.  Assume  the  case  of  a  baa 
harvest  at  home,  and  ask  the  practical 
Bgricuknriits  whether  it  is  not  equally 
beneficial  to  the  consnmer  and  prodncer, 
that  tbe  damaged  grain  and  floar  shall 
be  rendered  most  available  fDr  fMd; 
and  1  will  tell  your  Lordshipe,  that 
the  introduction  of  dry  and  fresh  wheat 
from    abroad  to  mix  up  with  the  low- 

Ericod  and  damaged  wheat  at  home,  will 
I  a  boon  to  the  ownmnnity  and  even  « 
beneGl  to  the  ftrmer.  At  tbe  period  of 
discuNlDg  tbe  Coro-laws  in  1S15,  there 
were  two  geatlemeo  in  Parliament  con- 
nected with  tbe  city  of  London,  AMcrman 
Atkins  and  Bir  W.  Cnrtis,  both  of  whom 
spoke  from  experieooe  on  tbe  snfajoot,  and 
tliey  stalad,  that  whan  grain  waa  on  thn 
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_ )  85*.,  d6(.  wB>  the  real  STerage 
price  of  graia  Gt  for  makiDg  bread.  Lord 
Orenville,  to  meet  this  inconvenie 
powd  that  Ibe  BTeiagesihould  be  taken  not 
OD  grain,  bat  on  bread.  Let  Parliament  do 
what  it  will,  this  ii  an  e*i)  Trom  which  you 
cannot  wholly  eicape  so  long  a>  you 
adhere  to  an  averBge  aystem  at  all.  Ano- 
ther objectioD  to  the  sliding-icale  ii  the 
bounty  it  afibrdi  on  holding  grain  in  hand 
till  the  duty  falls.  Tfaesliding-scale  ii  an 
inducement  to  keep  corn  back,  till  prices 
reach  their  maximum,  and  the  duty  reaches 
ita  minimum.  I  admit  that  the  preient  bill 
is  in  thii  respect  a  great  improvemeDt 
on  the  eiisting  law;  and  to  far  from 
objecting  to  Uia  "  rests"  in  it,  I  only 
wiih  that  there  were  a  few  more  of  them ; 
for  juatin  proportion  aa  you  introdnce  and 
extend  the  rests,  yon  approach  to  what  I  con- 
aider  to  be  a  better  system,  the  lyitem  of  a 
filed  duty.  At  this  boor  of  the  night,  I 
have  to  apologise  for  detaining  your 
Lordships,  as  I  know  the  House  liiten 
with  impatience  to  written  statements;  but 
I  must  take  the  liberty  of  reading  one 
abort  passage  from  an  admirable  work, 
which  will  in  aoroe  meaiure  repay  your 
Lordahipa  for  the  inadcguate  manner  in 
which  1  have  eipretsed  my  opiniom.  It  is 
(ha  opinion  of  an  enl^falened  author  giren 
on  thia  very  lubject,  and  describing  the  ef- 
fects of  a  sfiding-icale  as  compared  with  the 
«SectB  ofa  more  settled  system  of  law.  The 
writer  to  whom  I  refer  is  Mr.  Tooke,  whose 
anthori^  would  be  admitted  to  be  entitled 
(o  the  greatest  weight  by  the  noble  Lord 
who  introduced  the  bill,  as  well  as  by  ail 
who  like  myself,  enjoy  the  advantaee 
of  his  acquaintance.  iMr.  Tooke  said,  in 
his  work  on  prices  (ml.  iti.  p.  48,) 

"The  Bver^et,  and  the  uncertaintj  and 
niancsuTnag  connected  wiih  tbem,  would  be 
done  Rway  with;  u  would,  likewiie,  the  mifc 
chieTOus  anomaly  which,  by  ibe  effect  of  low 
eondition  on  the  averages,  ozcludet  foreign 
wheat  precisely  at  the  time  when  it  ii  moit 
wanting  for  mixture  with  our  own.  In  the 
next  place,  this  eouutir  would  present  a  con- 
■taot  msrket,  instead  of  the  present  capricious 
one,  and  would  afford  an  opening  for  retnm 
of  exports  beyond  that  which  at  present  exists, 
except  in  the  nocertain  inierrals  when  the 
duly  is  approaching  its  minimnm,  and  there 
would  be  less  liability  to  disturbance  of  the 
value  of  the  currency ." 

Having  ihuB  alluded  loaome  primary  evil 
eoDseqnences  of  the  average  system,  per- 
haps the  House  will  permit  me  to  state 
in  a  few  words  a  farther  objection  to  it, 
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arising  from  its  obvioua  tendsney  to  in- 
crease the  fluctuation  in  price.  There  are 
several  returns  on  [he  Table  of  the  Hous«, 
showing  the  fluctuations  in  the  prices  of 
corn  abroad  aod  at  home,  but  some  of 
theae  return*  and  calculations  are  made  on 
a  principle  which  is  irreconcii cable  with  a 
just  comparison  of  the  merits  of  the  two 
systems.  An  attempt  is  made  to  coan- 
pare  the  fluctuations  by  reducing  them  to 
per  cenlages.  To  this  I  must  object  aa 
delusive.  Undoubtedly  the  proportion 
between  zero  and  one,  as  compared  with 
the  proportion  between  sixty  and  a  hun- 
dred, is  very  difierent,  it  being,  in  the  first 
case,  that  of  infinity  and  in  the  other  that 
of  less  than  one-half.  But  if  you  in- 
crease the  price  of  bread  in  these  two  pro- 
portions, the  effect  is  totally  diflierent— 
the  per  centage  proves  nothing.  It  is 
the  difference  between  the  higher  and 
lower  number  that  is  material,  rather  than 
the  per  centage  increase,  and  Ibe  latter 
com  puts  t  ions  are  all  foreign  to  the  real 
question.  But  in  the  ten  years  from  1829 
to  IS38,  the  average  annual  difference 
between  the  highest  and  lowest  price  was 
31   per  cent.,  in  1829,   1830,  1836,  and 

1838,  the  average  annual  difference  be- 
tween highest  and  lowest  weekly  averags 
was  47)  per  cent. ;  and  in  a  single  year, 
it  amounted  to  68  per  cent.  A  Table 
has  been  prepared  by  order  of  the  noble 
Earl  (the  Earl  of  Ripoo)  on  this  aubjecl, 
and  I  do  not  believe  that  so  palpable  an 
exhibition  of  the  defects  of  a  law  can  be 
made  in  any  other  country  io  the  world. 
A  still  more  fatal  objeclion  to  a  sliding- 
scale,  is  iis  obvious  tendency  to  ext«)d 
this  fluctuation  of  prices  all  over  the 
globe.  The  evils  of  vicious  legislation, 
do  not  confine  their  mischief  within 
the  four  aeas  that  encompass  theae 
islands.  The  irr^utarity  of  prices  in  this 
countt^  reacts  upon  the  whole  world,  upon 
Daotzic  as  much  as  opon  London.  Evei^ 
market  to  which  the  influence  of  a  bill  of 
exchange  can  reach  is  disturbed,  and 
that  disturbance  reacts  again  upon  the 
people  of  England,  both  aa  consumers 
and  as  merchant*.  How  does  this  tell  upon 
the  revenue  7  Was  there  ever  such  an 
Bootnalj  as  that  part  of  the  revenue 
which  includes  the  com  duties?  In  the 
yeerB  1833,  1834,  1836,  and  18a6,  (he 
duty  received  on  the  importation  of  fore^ 
wheat  was  but  1,646J^:  in  the  years  1838, 

1839,  1840,  and  1841,  the  tane  dnij 
swelled  Io  upward*  of  2,000,0001.    1  will  - 
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do  ?  If  I  were  speaking,  either  as  a  Min- 
ister or  a  Member  of  Parliament,  I  should 
moBi  decidedly  reply,  "  Adhere  to  the 
duty."  And  this  for  the  moat  obvious 
reasou.  ira  MinisteT  or  the  Legislature 
were  to  give  way,  it  would  not  be  the 
consumer  who  would  heneSt  by  the  relax- 
Biion.  Of  this  we  had  an  illustration 
the  other  day,  when  during  a  period  of 
distress  there  being  a  great  quantity  of 
foreign  grain  lying  in  bond  at  Glasgow, 
a  most  earnest  entreaty  was  addressed  to 
ihe  Government  to  give  up  the  grain 
that  was  in  bond,  and  allow  it  to  go 
into  consumption  duty  free.  If  Govern* 
ment  had  yielded  to  ihis  demand,  what 
would  have  been  the  consequence?  Do 
you  suppose  that  the  owners  would  hav« 
sold  the  com  at  20$.  less,  in  conse- 
quence of  having  been  excused  from  the 
payment  of  the  duty  >  Not  at  all.  By  dis- 
pensing with  tha  duty  the  Government 
would  only  have  putsomuch  into  the  pockets 
of  the  proprietors  of  that  grain.  The  same 
principle  would  apply  if  the  owner  and 
the  corn  were  at  Danlzic.  By  giving 
up  the  duly,  you  confer  no  benefit 
upon  the  coniamer,  any  further  than  is 
measured  by  the  increase  of  quantity 
brought  into  the  market ;  and  the  people 
would  not  obtain  their  bread  cheaper  by 
the  amount  of  duty,  if  ibe  Government 
were  to  be  so  inconsiderate  as  to  authorize 
theduty  to  be  remitted.  Thesame  remark 
would  not  apply,  in  the  same  degree,  to 
the  proposriiun  of  his  noble  Friend  for  re- 
pealing Ihe  whole  duly;  such  a  measure, 
if  permanent,  would  increase  the  growth 
of  corn  abroad  ;  and  on  the  increased  sup- 
ply, compared  with  the  capacity  ofthe  peo- 
ple to  buy,  the  price  alone  depended.  There 
is  another  subject  to  which  I  feel  it  roy 
duty  to  call  the  ailcnlion  of  your  Lord- 
ships, namely,  the  fatal  effect  on  trade 
which  the  irregular  importation  produces 
by  its  action  on  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
try. This  effect  must  continue  so  long  as 
you  adhere  to  the  present  sysieoi.  On 
this  subject  I  will  appeal  to  the  autho- 
rity of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the 
head  of  her  Majesty's  Government,  and 
bis  authority  is  one  of  no  trifling  weight 
OD  this  subject,  for  few  men  can  claim  ft 
brighter  honour  than  that  right  hon.  Oen- 
tleman  has  achieved  in  restoring  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country  to  a  healthy  condition. 
I  know  how  much  that  right  hon.  Gentle-' 
man  has  exposed  himself  to  attack  from 
his  own  Friends  for  hit  act  of  1819 ;  but, 
2C 


uk  the  noble  Earl— bnt  I  em  afraid  that 
the  noble  Earl  will  not  answer  —  still  I 
uk  the  noble  Earl  what  estimate  he  has 
made  of  the  produce  ofthe  new  corn  duties 
as  likely  to  be  received  as  revenue  ?  I  am 
anxious  to  know  what  the  noble  Earl  ex- 
pects to  receive.  But  the  noble  Earl  will 
not  gratify  my  curiosity.  The  fact  is,  the 
noble  Earl  has  placed  himself  and  his 
Colleagues  in  some  difficulty  by  disclaim- 
ing the  com  import  duty  at  a  measure 
of  finance.  Such  are  ^is  scruples  on 
this  subject,  that  all  the  world  will  not 
induce  tbe  noble  Ear)  to  charge  one 
■ingle  sixpence  in  the  shape  of  a  tax  on 
food.  The  same  opinion  has  also  been 
repeated  by  a  noble  Earl  (the  Earl  of 
Winchilsea)  who  has  said,  that  the  Corn- 
laws  could  only  be  maintained  as  a  measure 
of  protection,  bnt  that  they  would  be 
indefensible  as  a  means  for  raising 
revenue.  It  is  difficuli,  except  in  the 
extreme  case  of  prohibition,  to  separate 
these  objects.  The  fact  being,  that  no 
revenue  can  be  derived  from  corn  with- 
out being  pro  lanto  protective,  so  that  in 
reality  many  who  discuss  these  questions, 
■re  fighting  more  for  words  than  for  things. 
The  mass  of  consumers,  there  cannot  be 
■  doubt,  would  prefer  to  have  com  on  the 
cheapest  terms ;  that  is,  without  any  duty 
on  Its  importation ;  but  if  these  con- 
sumers are  to  be  allowed  at  their  choice, 
to  pay  a  duty  for  the  purpose  of  protec- 
tion, that  is,  for  the  purpose  of  enhanc- 
ing tbe  value  of  land,  or  to  pay  a  duty 
which,  by  increasing  the  revenue,  may 
allow  the  other  burdens  of  tbe  country 
to  be  lessened — your  Lordships  may  rely 
upon  it,  that  if  such  a  choice  were  given 
to  consumers,  they  would  not  hesitate 
one  moment  in  giving  their  answer.  Il 
is  the  price  of  corn,  that  affects  Ihe 
public  as  consumers.  A  rise  of  price,  as 
tha  consequence  of  protecting  duties,  is 
fcry  different  from  a  rise  of  price,  the 
consequence  of  a  revenue  duty.  It 
has  been  said,  and  undoubtedly  such  a 
Statement  forma  an  important  branch  of 
Ihfl  inquiry  —  it  has  been  said,  that  as 
n  protection  a  fixed  doty  would  be  a  delu- 
ston,  since  it  could  not  be  maintained 
by  Ibe  Oovamment  during  a  period  of 
very  high  prices.  Now,  assuming  that  a 
fixed  dnty  of  8s.  was  in  force,  and  that  the 
•apposed  exigency  had  arrived,  ssauming, 
bIso,  that  there  arose  a  clamour  for  a  re- 
peal of  the  duty,  I  am  asked,  what  would 
the  Government,  what  would  Parliament 
VOL.  LXII.    iJSil 
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in  diaregatding  the  reproachei  of  ptein- 
dicial  men,  be  ha>  deserved  welt  of  nil 
country.  In  speaking  thus,  1  feet  that  I 
am  only  rendering  justice  to  the  right  hon. 
Baronet.  In  1827,  the  GoveranieDt  was 
pressed  to  consent  to  a  committee  in  coo- 
sequence  of  the  agriculiaral  distress  nhicb 
then  prerailed — for  be  it  remembeied,  that 
notwiihstandiag  the  Corn-laws  the  coantry 
has  been  repeatedly  visited  by  agricultnnl 
distress.  Nothing  istnore  certain  than  that 
these  laws  are  occasionally  productive  of 
agricultural  distress  by  causing  over-pro- 
ductioD.  Well,  the  pressure  was  very 
great  upon  the  Goveniment  of  that  day, 
and  a  motion  was  made  with  a  view  to  ob- 
tain some  increased  protection.  On  the 
8th  of  March,  1837,  Sir  Robert  Peel  ex- 
pressed himself  thus  :— 

"The  bank  fasnog  returned  to  cash  pay- 
nsnts,  by  being  obliged  to  pay  in  gold,  nothiug 
could  be  more  likely  to  injure  that  measure 
and  to  cause  a  run  upon  the  bank  tlian  tba 
i^item  of  1815.  lu  the  case  of  luch  a  scarcity 
as  opened  the  ports  in  this  way  (for  thru 
montna),  speculations  would  be  indulged  in, 
and  must  be  paid  for  in  gold,  so  that  a  run 
would  be  caaied  on  the  bank,  which  must 
disturb  the  present  currency  of  the  country. 
The  demand  for  foreign  com  must  necessarily 
raise  the  priee,  and,  therefore,  it  was  a  fallacy 
to  suppose  that,  bscansecom  was  st  Ibis  mo> 
ment  or  any  other  at  a  certain  price  at  Dantiic, 
that  price  would  not  be  increased  by  the  In- 
creased demand  from  this  country.  '* 

Such  were  the  effects  which  Sir  Robert 
Peel  apprehended  if  the  porta  were  opened 
for  three  months  to  meet  a  sudden  de- 
mand for  corn.  But  the  ports  had  been 
practically  open  for  the  importation  of 
grain  at  low  duties  during  the  greater  part 
of  IB3BBndl839,and  all  the  anticipations 
of  Sir  R.  Peel  have  been  fully  realised. 
I  will  show  what  has  happened.  I  moved 
for  a  return  of  the  fluclualions  of  bnl- 
lioD  in  the  bank  of  England  since  the 
last  Charter  Act.  But,  in  referring  to 
this  retnro,  I  beg  to  state  that  1  am  not  so 
blind  as  to  suppose  that  in  all  cases  when 
a  diminution  of  bullion  takes  place,  there 
has  never  been  any  other  cause  for  such 
diminution  than  the  Corn-laws.  To  altri- 
bnle  that  diminution  to  one  cause  only 
would  be  mere  pedantry;  but,  with  the 
exception  of  years  where  other  csuses 
might  easily  be  shown  to  have  exiated,  I 
find  that  it  ia  always  at  the  time  when 
there  it  the  greatest  importation  of  fo- 
reign corn  that  thi  .-•„■■ 
noit  aActed  :— 
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And  if  yon  will  go  through  the  monthly 
averagea  for  1838  and  1839,  the  effect 
will  be  shown  atill  more  itrongly : 
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The  bank  began  with  ten  millions  of 
bullion  in  their  vaults,  and  this  treasure 
n  the  Autumn  of  1839,  reduced  to 
2,800,000/.  There  was  but  this  pittance 
of  2,800,000/.  in  the  vanlU  of  tb« 
Bank  to  meet  all  liabilities,  public  and 
private,  to  pay  the  dividends,  to  pay 
the  army  and  navy,  and  to  supply  the  de- 
ficiency bills  that  were  required  in  order 
to  maintain  the  credit  of  the  country. 
Now  every  British  statesman,  every  me- 
chant,  every  aubject  of  her  Majesty  who 

i  loved  his  country,  ought  to  coogratolate 
himself,  and  to  be  grateful  to  Providence 
that  thia  denand  for  foreign  corn  did  not 
occur  •imnltaneowly  with  the  America 
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dituttn!  Had  the  failure  of  cropi  occui- 
rtd  at  that  time,  which  lo  ihoTtly  after  did 
occur  when  the  Bank  of  England  waa 
only  Hved  at  if  bj  a  miracle,  by  the  ai- 
■ittance  of  the  Bank  of  France— and  what 
ao  illuatration  did  that  event  aftbrd  of 
the  boasted  independence  of  foreign  na- 
tiona  which  thete  Coro-lawa  were  aup- 
poied  to  secure — if,  I  repeat,  inch  an 
event  as  the  American  commercial  dis- 
aitars  had  occurred  at  the  aarae  lime 
when  those  demands  were  made  for  gold  in 
order  lo  pay  for  foreign  com  impoited, — 
if  aa  a  neoeatary  consequence  the  Bank 
had  been  compelled  to  stop  payment,  let 
the  House  imsgine  how  awful  would  hare 
1>MD  the  amount  of  commercial  distreai 
that  WDotd  have  enincd,  not  to  speak  of 
our  national  disgrace  in  the  eyes  of  Eu- 
rope. We  are  proud  of  declaring  our 
detenninalioD  lo  maintain  the  public 
faith.  We  ssmewhat  ostentalioasly  oott- 
tiast  our  conduct  with  that  of  some 
bwkrupt  Btatea  of  the  new  world,  but 
it  behoves  ua  to  think  of  the  imminent 
daagar  to  which  we  have  been  exposed, 
and  toconfratalate  ourselves  that  we  have 
boen  saved  by  Frovidaoce  from  that  dis- 
grace Khlch  bad  l^islalion  occasioned  lo 
this,  the  first  commercial  country  in  the 
world.  I  am  ashamed  of  having  occupied 
jtmr  Lordships  so  long;  bet  to  say  the 
iratb,  my  mind  is  to  fall  of  the  argument, 
that  I  feel  ai  if  I  have  only  as  yet,  ap- 
proacbed  the  bonndarf  of  the  qnetikm.  If 
I  had  be«n  allowed  a  fuller  opportunity  of 
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more  capable  of  actnal  demoaatntion 
than  the  absardity  of  attempting  to  regu- 
late, by  daliei,  the  price  and  the  supply 
of  the  food  of  man.  Yet  this  atMurd 
and  fruitlesi  attempt  is  the  only  aim, 
ot^ect,  or  justification  of  this  slidiag-scale. 
On  this  the  real  question  at  isstie  reiti. 
I  will  trouble  your  Lordships  with  a 
reference  to  bat  one  passage  more,  and  to 
this  I  am  only  encouraged  hy  your  Lord- 
ships undeserved  kindness.  The  document 
I  am  abont  to  read  msy,  perhaps,  be  ob- 
jected to,  because  it  proceeds  from  men 
not  more  eminently  practical  than  they 
are  philosophic.  The  eatraot  is  from  the 
haod-loom  weavers  report,  a  report  which 
beara  the  signatures  of  Mr.  Senior  and 
Mr.  Jonea  Loyd.  Mr.  Loyd  it  one  of 
the  most  experienced  mercbanit,  and  one 
of  the  wiaeM  men  of  the  day  ;  Mr.  Senior, 
one  of  our  most  enlightened  economisU, 
aad  iT  on  lach  «  qocslwn  joa  will  aol 


consult  such  men,  where  are  we  lo  look 
for  higher  sources  of  information  ?  What 
was  stated  in  their  report  was  the  more 
important,  because  it  was  written  he- 
fore  the  scheme  of  the  late  Government 
was  made  known.  1  know,  at  least,  that 
those  who  prepared  the  report  were  not 
aware  when  that  report  was  proposed 
what  would  be  the  nature  of  the  financial 
measure  of  the  late  Governtnenl,  The 
report  describes  an  improved  sliding-scale 
like  that  of  the  present  biil  in  the  following 

"  It  is  clear  that  this  plan  is  mSecled  by 
nearly  all  Ihe  Ticei  of  the  present  law.  Like 
ibe  prewDt  law,  it  endBavoiin  to  keep  cotd  at 
an  artificial  price.  Like  ibe  present  law,  ii 
must  prevent  any  steadiness  in  the  corn  trade. 
A  duty  rising  u  the  price  of  the  comniodiiy 
fiilli,  and  falliDg  as  it  riaei,  thai  is  lo  say,  di. 
minishing  as  Ihe  value  of  the  article  increases, 
and  iiKTeasing  as  the  value  of  tbe  article  di- 
miaiibet,  is  a  monstST  of  fiscal  legislalion  re- 
served for  ihe  com  trade.  Such  a  loeaMre 
might  have  been  supposed  to  be  intended  for 
the  pumoie  of  excluding  from  that  trade  all 
roen  of  capital  and  prudence,  and  tempting 
inio  it  Ihe  gamblers  of  commerce.  Tbe  two 
great  evils  of  average  high  price  and  tluelna- 
tion  would  probably  coutinne  if  Mr.  Canning't 
bill,  or  any  other  measure  fomided  on  ill  prin- 
ciple, were  adopted,  though,  of  course,  in 
proportion  ai  Ihe  scale  of  duty  were  lowered 
those  evils  would  be  diuunished  in  degree." 

Such  are  the  opinions  of  practical  men, 
expressed  before  the  change  of  Govem- 
nMnt,and  iherelore  wholly  usinflaenced  by 
parly  conaideralions.  It  is  lo  opinions  like 
these,  and  lo  sacb  authontiaa,  that  the  at- 
tention of  Parliament  should  be  directed. 
There  are,  bowerer,  isore  important  in- 
terests contMcted  wiih  this  question  than 
the  mere  intermit  of  finance.  The  perma- 
nent prosperity  of  England  depends  upon 
the  maintenance  of  her  commerca  and  ma- 
nnfactures.  Trne,  it  is,  that  certain  poli- 
ticians and  certain  theorists  consider  that 
we  thould  have  been  a  happier,  though  ■ 
poorer  nation,  had  we  continued  in  a 
simple  social  state.  Such  paraons  ara 
ready  lo  soggest  that  we  have  dona  wrong 
in  fostering  a  large  manufacturing  popula- 
tion. Bnt  what  would  have  been  the  re- 
sult of  soch  a  destiny  bad  it  been  our's. 
We  might,  indeed,  have  bean 

"  Mild  ArcadisDS  ever  blooming, 
Rightly  nodding  o'er  our  flock*''— 

but  we  never  would  have  becnma  a  great 

nation.    To  enable  thia country  to  make  C^ /-\r^rs\r> 
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—la  enable  the  noble  Duke  oppoiite  to 
achieve  (hoae  trtumphn  which  led  to  the 
peace  of  Paris,  and  restored  thi 
lance  of  power  in  Europe,  it  was  oeceisDry 
to  put  forth  all  the  resources  of  the  country 
in  support  of  the  mighty  destinies  which 
it  ha»  be«n  the  pleasure  of  God  that  Eug- 
Innd  should  be  called  upon  to  sccoco- 
plish.  But  to  pass  over  the  question, 
whether  Mauchester  and  Birmingham,  and 
the  great  marts  of  our  domestic  industry, 
ought  to  sink  into  the  condition  of  deserted 
villages,  to  pass  that  over  as  a  question 
which  does  not  deserve  a  seriou 
siou,  still  there  are  other  considerations  to 
be  disposed  of,  of  yet  more  awful  import. 
We  might  possibly,  though  I  do  not  be- 
lieve it  could  be  so,  afTord  to  part  with  our 
wealth  and  to  cast  away  our  power;  we 
might,  if  we  were  mad  enough  to  do  so, 
lay  aside  all  our  splendour,  sll  our  glories 
— but  there  is  one  sacrifice  we  cannot 
make,  one  risk  we  dare  not  incur,  we  can' 
Dot,  with  any  safety,  allow  a  system  to 
continue  long  which  separates  the  higher 
and  the  lower  classes — which  places  the 
Legislature,  the  highest  authority  in  the 
State,  in  a  position  of  appearing  to  make 
laws  for  the  benefit  of  its  own  membeis, 
against  the  feelings,  against  the  interests, 
and  against  the  very  existence  of  the  mass 
of  the  people.    This  i*  the  danger  which 

Jrou  have  now  to  consider.  Sooner  or 
iter,  and  may  it  be  sooner  rather  than 
later,  the  corn  quettion  will  be  set  at 
rest.  That  question  is  linking  on  a 
fliiding-scale  at  the  preseni,  and  must 
ultimately  sink  to  its  natnral  level,  be- 
fore it  could  remain  in  repose.  I  believe, 
that  repose  will  only  be  found  by  the 
entire  abandoument  of  the  very  word  pro- 
tection. My  noble  Friend  near  me  (Earl 
of  Roaebery)  has  ihit  night  declared  a 
chaage  of  opinion;  so  1  may  be  per. 
mitted  to  acknowledge  a  change  of  opin- 
ion likewise.  I  ant  on  reflection  per- 
suaded, that  there  can  be  no  permanent 
rest,  no  quiet,  no  safety  with  reference  to 
this  aul^ect,  until  the  trade  in  corn  shall 
be  as  Iree  as  air,  so  far  at  protection  is 
concerned;  and  I  am  as  thoroughly  satis- 
fied that,  looking  to  the  natural  conse- 
quences of  the  increasing  wealth  and 
advancing  population  of  the  country,  the 
agriculturists  are  the  Individuals  who,  of 
ait  others  iu  the  commauity,  will  have  the 
least  cause  for  regretting  auch  a  result.  I 
do  not  believe,  that  the  effect  of  throwing 
open  the  trade  in  corn  will  be  the  cheap- 


ening of  bread  to  the  eonaumer  to  iny  very 
considerable  extent.  Lord  Aahburton  had 
contended,  that  the  law  of  1815  would  in- 
crease the  price  to  the  consumer  to  the 
extent  of  twenty-two  millions  sterling. 
That  appeared  to  me  a  great  exaggeration. 
I  believe  nothingofthe  kind.  ThebenefiU 
which  I  expect  to  derive  from  a  free- 
trade  in  corn  are,  a  settled  trade,  steady 
employment,  the  absence  of  any  disturb- 
ance of  the  monetary  system,  and,  (o  the 
agriculturists,  nil  the  advantages  which 
must  result  from  an  improved  home 
marlcet.  Your  Lordships  may  atruggle 
against  this  measure  as  you  have  done 
Bgiiinst  many  others,  but  this  struggle, 
however  prolonged,  will  be  inefTectual, 
and  in  the  end  freedom  of  trade  will  be 
established. 

Lord  Brougham  said,  that  apon  the 
whole  he  approved  his  noble  Friend's  re- 
solution, and  was  prepared  to  vote  for  it ; 
but  he  did  so  comparatively,  in  the  same 
way  as  he  bad  voted  on  tne  bill  of  last 
nigbt,  as  compared  with  the  existing  Cora- 
law.  In  lilce  manner  he  regarded  his  no- 
ble Friend's  resolution  as  a  conaiderabte 
improTeroent  on  the  bill  then  before  the 
House.  He  preferred  a  fixed  dutf  to  s 
sliding- scale,  because  he  thought  a  fixed 
duty  nad  aome,  not  very  manv  perhaps, 
but  some  characteristics  whicn  sufficed 
to  distingui^  it  from,  and  give  it  the 
superiority  over  a  sliding-scale ;  but, 
notwithstanding  this,  if  he  were  to  aay, 
that  he  regarded  a  fixed  dut^  as  framed 
on  any  scheme  of  sound  policy,  or  that 
it  was  according  to  aound  pnnciplei  of 
commercial  legislation,  or  according  to 
sound  principles  of  legislation  for  agricul- 
tural protection  ;  above  all,  if  he  were  to 
say,  that  it  was  framed  oo  sound  principles 
of  legislation  as  regarded  revenue  and 
finance,  he  should  say,  that  which  was 
perfectly  foreign  from  his  thoughts  and 
should,  out  of  courtesy,  towards  his  noble 
Friend, act contrarytohissenseofduty.  As 
igarded  protection  to  agriculture,  he  had 
Iwuys  held  that  we  bad  no  ri|jht  to  give 
agriculture  such  a  protection  as  was  given 
by  the  alidiog-scale  ;  and,  that  agriculture 
had  no  claim  to  it  at  our  hands.  That  was 
his  opinion  of  the  sliding-scale ;  and  with 
respect  to  a  fixed  duty,  ne  could  not  see 
that  it  gave  much  protection  eitber  to 
the  consumer  or  the  agriculturist  But 
be  had  to  complain  that  the  reaolutinn  of 
his  noble  Friend  avoided  specification ;  it 
simply  called  upon  the  House  to  affirm  the 
abstract  proposition  that  a  fixed  duty  was 
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better  than  a  iliding-scale.  It  mlglit  be 
•aid,  he  thought,  without  captiouBnew.  or 
hypercriticism,  that  the  questiun  depended 
a  good  deal  on  what  fixed  duty  and  what 
slidiog-iCale  meaut.  Both  ought  to  be 
■scxrlaiDcd  before  we  are  called  upon  to 
choose  between  the  two.  He  could  prefer  a 
fixeddut;  of  8s.  to  an  unknown  eliding-scale, 
or  be  could  prefer  a  known  stiding-scale  to 
an  uukoown  fixed  duty;  but  he  felt  that 
CODiiderable  difficulty  was  imposed  by  the 
vagueness  of  the  resolution  on  those  who 
werecnostuofarourable  tothesliding-scale; 
and  most  farourable  to  a  flsed  duty.  How- 
ever taking  the  fixed  duty  to  be  one  of  8s.  a 
quarter,  and  the  sliding-scale  to  be  that  in 
the  present  bill,  then  he  thought,  that  the 
fixea  duty  was  somewhat  the  better  of  the 
two ;  because  it  was  not  subject  to  all  the 
same  disadrantages  of  sbiFting  prices,  and 
particularly,  because  it  did  not  give  tbe 
Msie  hcilities  to  jobbers,  and  still  more, 
that  under  a  fixed  duty  the  country  be- 
tween harvest  and  harvest  of  any  par- 
ticular year,  might  be  better  supplied 
than  under  the  present  system.  These 
advantages  entitled  his  noble  Ftiend 
to  bis  vole  in  support  of  a  proposi- 
tion asserting  the  preference  of  the  one 
over  tbe  other.  But  their  Lordships  must 
not  deceive  themselves,  and  so  lay  the 
feundation  of  future  disappoinlroent  by 
exaggerated  hopes  of  the  effects  of  a  fixed 
duty.  As  compared  with  a  sliding- scale, 
in  increasiDg  a  permanent  supply  of  foreign 
corn,  he  thougnt  a  fixed  duty  would  have 
no  beneficial  effect  whatever.  It  would  not 
promote  a  free-trade  in  corn,  nor  be  the 
means  of  increasing  tbe  cultivation  abroad, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  that  trade, 
and  of  supplying  our  market;  for  he  was 
as  convtncea  of  this  as  he  was  of  any  pro- 
ntion  in  arithmetic,  that  there  was  no  dif- 
ference between  a  fixed  duty  and  a  sliding- 
•cale  in  this  respect,  that  is  to  say,  in 
extending  our  resources  in  the  foreign 
marketf  or  increasing  the  quantity  which 
would  be  growD  abroad  to  supply  the 
Engjiab  market.  For  on  what  did 
the  quantity  imported  depend  f  On 
the  estimate  formed  by  the  grower  and 
the  merchant  of  tbe  profit  which  they 
were  likely  to  make  by  tbe  growth  and 
transpon  of  their  com  to  this  country. 
That  calculation  must  depend  on  tbe  price 
at  wbich  they  would  be  enabled  to  grow 
the  corn,  ship  it,  and  ronvey  it  to  tt ' 
country,  and  the  sliding-scale  was  said 
Bin  against  our  interests  and  theirs  (which 
vera  identical  in  this  respect],  by  making 


tt  impcwsible  for  [hcK  parties,  namely,  tha 
grower  and  tbe  merchant,  to  ascertain 
what  amount  of  duty  he  would  be  called 
upon  to  pay  here  on  any  given  shipmeot. 
Now,  there  was  no  doubt  that  uoaer  the 
slidlng-scale  these  parties  could  not  know 
because  the  eliding-scale  apportioned 
tlie  duty  according  to  the  existing  price  in 
this  country,  and  unless  the  foreign  mer- 
chant could  ascertain  what  that  price  was. 
it  would  be  impossible  for  hitn  to  ascertain 
what  duty  lie  would  have  to  pay.  But 
ippose  the  foreign  merchaut  cotild  know 
hat  duty  he  was  to  pay ;  that  is,  sup- 
pose he  knew  that  he  was  to  be  sulgected 
to  a  fixed  (luty,  would  the  knowledge  of 
what  he  had  to  pay  as  duty  and  tbe  price 
to  the  grower,  and  the  cost  of  shipment 
and  transport,  make  him  ship  his  corn  any 
the  more  readily,  unless  he  could  be  sure 
of  getting  a  price  at  which  he  could  sell 
his  corn  lo  advantage  when  it  had  ariived 
here?  Certainly  not ;  but  if  he  knew  what 
the  price  was  to  be  at  which  he  was  to 
sell  as  that  price  governed  the  duty,  it  was 
utterly  immaterial  to  him,  in  this  point  of 
view,  whether  a  slidiog-scale  or  a  fixed 
duty  were  established.  If  he  knew  or 
could  estimstc  what  was  the  price  at 
wbich  be  was  to  sell  here,  then  the  slid- 
ing-Bcale  told  bim  the  amount  of  duty, 
because  that  duty  was  apportioned  to  the 
price,  and,  therefore,  having  the  pri<.'e,  he 
would  know  what  wastheduty;  andifth* 
price  was  unknown,  a  knowledge  of  the 
fixed  duty  was  wholly  useless.  To  take 
an  illustration.  The  price  of  wheat  at 
Dantzic  being  40s.  a  quarter,  and  the  mer- 
chant and  grower  were  about  to  calculate 
what  would  be  the  cost  of  shipping  and 
landiog  it  in  this  country.  Putting  the 
cost  of  the  conveyance  at  5s.,  tbe  question 
would  be,  what  was  to  be  the  duty? 
"  Then,"  said  the  advocates  of  a  fixed  duty 
I  preferable  to  a  eliding-scale,  "  the 
foreign  merchant  cannot  ascertain  what  be 
must  add  to  the  45s.,  in  order  to  find  what 
ought  to  be  the  selling  price,  because  he 
don't  know  under  the  sliding-scale  what 
the  duty  is  to  be  whun  he  gets  here." 
But  suppose  there  was  an  8s.  fixed  duty, 
then  the  foreign  merchant  knew  exactly 
what  was  the  whole  cost  of  bringing  his 
com  to  market,  by  adding  8s.  to  the  45s., 
that  is  lo  say,  that  53s.  was  the  whole 
cost.  Gut  would  that  enable  him  to  tell 
whether  he  could  afford  to  bring  his  corn 
to  this  country  f  Nu  such  thing.  He  had 
yet  only  got  one  side  of  the  account,  be- 
cause he  had  only  calculated  the  coat,  not  - 
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tlie  profit ;  and  therefora  he  could  uot  tell 
whether  the  speculatioo  would  be  profit- 
able, or  whether  there  would  be  do  profit, 
or  a  jpoaitlre  loss.  But  he  ^uew  this  aa 
well  from  a  sUding-icale  as  from  a  fixed 
duty,  if  he  knew  the  price  in  this  country. 
It  was  necesiary  to  kdow  the  remaindar 
obtained,  hy  HubtrBcting  the  whole  cost 
from  the  grosa  price.  Part  of  the  Bub- 
tractionbeingrariableanddepeDdingonthe 
price,  did  not  make  it  at  all  now  difficult 
to  tell  the  amount  of  that  remainder.  Tlie 


known  the  remainder  could  not  be  ascer- 
tained ;  and  the  moment  it  waa  known, 
the  subtraction  and  consequently  the  re- 
mainder became  known  as  well  by  the 
sliding-Bcale  as  the  fixed  duty.  For  these 
reasons,  he  was  not  one  of  thoKe  who  ex- 
pected that  a  fixed  duty  would  increase  the 
amouDt  of  foreign  corn  grown,  which  would 
be  obtained  for  this  country.  Now,  with  re- 
ference to  the  bearings  of  his  noble  Friend's 
resolution  on  the  three  resolutions  which  he 
(Lord  Brougham)  was  about  to  propose. 
As  to  the  first, — namely,  that  which  stated 
that  no  duty  wbatever  ought  to  be  imposed 
on  the  importaiion  of  cmifor  the  purposes 
of  agricultural  protection — having  so  lately 
aa  last  night  addressed  their  Lordships  on 
that  quescioD  it  would  be  unbecoming  in 
him  to  add  another  word;  but  with  re- 
vpect  to  the  finandal  question)  he  knew 
tnat  some  persons  had  preferreda  fixed  duty 
with  a  view  to  not  to  protection,  but  to 
revenue.  Was  corn  a  nt  subject  for 
ation?  Was  that  article  of  prime  necessity, 
which  formed  the  bulk  of  the  food  of  the 
people,  a  fit  subject  lor  taxation,  whether 
taxed  in  the  dark  by  a  graduated  scale,  or, 
he  would  nut  say  in  the  light,  but  in  the 
somewhat  less  thick  obscurity  of  a  fixed 
duty?  He  declared  it  was  uot  a  fit  sub- 
ject for  taxation,  because  the  tax  w 
poll-tax,  pud  by  the  poor  and  the  rich,  but 
much  more  by  the  poor  than  the  wealthy, 
and  ^liog  more  hearily  on  those  whose  re- 
sources were  the  more  slender.  It  formed 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  expenditure 
of  the  poor  man,  but  was,  as  compared 
with  the  luxurious  expenditure  of  their 
Ixirdahipe,  a  paltry  tdfle.  ItwasolaoapolU 
tax  eminently  uncertain  in  its  operatiou, 
whether  going  under  the  name  of  a  gra- 
duated scale  or  a  fixed  duty.  It  depended 
on  the  winds,  the  weather,  the  sea- 
sons, whether  the  Government  should  levy 
one  farthing  of  this  duty.  He  had  always 
undentood,  that  one  great  qutllty  of  a  tax 


was,  that  it  should  enable  you  to  be  Mr* 
of  it  when  you  wanted  it ;  but  it  might 
h^pen,  in  tbe  caae  of  this  tax,  that  tha 
btea,  that  wss  to  lay  tbe  wind  and  the 
weather,  would  order  that  not  a  iarthiog 
should  be  levied.  The  expenditure  ^ 
the  country,  however,  did  not  wait  on 
the  leasoui }  there  was  a  pretty  steady 
current  of  expense  always  setting  in, 
and  'the  Treasury  could  not  depeiMl  fbr 
supply  OQ  the  steadiness  of  the  winds. 
Beside  the  qualitr  of  certainty,  he  had 
slwaya  understooa  that  on«  of  the  best 
chancteristica  of  a  tax  was,  its  taking 
the  least  ont  of  the  pockets  of  the  people, 
in  proportion  to  what  itput  into  the  cofiers 
of  the  Treasury ;  anu  he  bad  always 
been  accustomed  to  look  upon  that  aa  the 
worst  tax  which  took  the  most  from  tbe 
people,  in  proportion  to  whst  it  gave  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  How 
did  the  tax  on  com  operate  in  this 
way?  In  order  to  raise,  say  as  much  oa 
8s.  per  quarter  on  foreign  corn,  they  taxed 
all  corn,  not  only  foreign,  hut  also  the  corn 
grown  in  this  country.  To  raiK  1,000,000/., 
they  must  import  2)500,000  quarters  at  a 
duty  of  8f.  per  quarter.  The  Treasury 
got  the  1,000,000'.,  but  was  that  alt  that 
was  paid  ?  True,  it  was  all  that  was  paid 
at  the  porta,  but  not  all  that  was  paia  hy 
the  consumer.  Besides  this,  the  people  on 
every  one  quarter  of  home  grown  wheat 
had  to  pay,  lie  would  not  say  the  whole 
8i.,  but  a  proportion  amounting  probably 
to  St.  or  4f.  per  quarter.  And  thus  the 
operation  of  this  tax  of  &r.  per  quarter  on 
foreign  corn  raised  the  price  of  wheat 
grown  at  home  by  &t.  or  4(.  Thus,  in 
order  that  the  Treasury  might  obtain 
1,000,000/.  from  foreign  com,  4,000,000/. 
or  5,000,000/.  were  taken  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  people.  Another  ot^ectioa 
to  this  tax  was,  that  it  had  a  tendency  to 
raise  the  price  of  food  all  through  the 
year,  and  if  it  did  not,  it  would  not 
operate  as  a  protection.  Thb  effect,  too, 
was  produced,  even  when  no  revenue  waa 
raised  from  tbe  tax.  Now,  when  the 
price  of  food  was  raised,  the  revenue  woe 
injured  in  another  particular  j  for  Uie  rise 
of  the  price  of  food  had  a  tendency  to 
lower  the  produce  of  the  Excise,  and  even 
the  CuatoniB.  Thus,  a  tax  on  food,  whe- 
ther imposed  through  the  medinm  of  ■ 
ilidtDg-scale  or  a  fixed  duty,  had  a  direct 
tendency, besides  its  ptessure  on  the  people^ 
to  lower  the  public  income  of  the  ooun. 
try.  For  all  these  reasons,  he  coocladed, 
and  the  constant  uniform  eiperiesca  of 
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put  tinies  bore  him  out  ia  the  opiDion, 
that  if  Uiera  wu  any  one  subject  or 
article  wbich  ought  to  be  exempted  from 
tauttoii,  it  was  that  bread  which  formed 
the  food  of  the  people. 

The  Duke  of  WeiliwUm!  The  noble 
and  learned  Lord  who  has  juat  sat  down, 
•ays,  that  this  tax  pressed  on  the  food  of 
ihe  people.  That  aisertioD  may  be  ab- 
fftnctedlf  true,  but  the  queation  before 
the  House  has  no  direct  connection  with  it. 
The  noble  Viscount  (L<nd  Melbourne),  in 
briaging  forward  his  resolution,  DemcOD' 
templatad  leaving  the  agriculture  of  this 
eountry  without  some  protection;  particu- 
larly at  thi«  momeot,  and  considering  the 
Mate  in  wiiich  this  oouotiy  has  been  for 
Mxne  time.  The  noble  Viscount  thinks 
the  best  mode  of  protecting  agriculture  is 
aocording  to  the  measure  propoeed  by  him- 
self and  his  Colleacuea  at  the  end  of  the 
last  Session  of  Parliament,  instead  of  the 
lull  as  proposed  in  the  other  House  of 
Parliament,  and  also  submitted  to  your 
Lordships  by  my  noble  Friend  near  me. 
The  noUe  Viscount  looked  at  this,  and 
nry  properly  looked  at  it  as  a  com  mea- 
•ure~«s  a  measure  for  regulating    and 

K lectins  the  agriculture  of  the  countrv, 
1  noble  Lord  himself,  and  other  noble 
Lords,  loidced  upon  it  as  a  commercial 
measure,  and  argued  both  the  measure  of 
my  noble  Friend  and  that  proposed  by  the 
noble  Viscount  opposite  as  commercial 
measures.  The  noble  Viscount  who  has 
addressed  your  Lordship  lately  in  a  very 
aUe  speech  has  argued  it  upon  all  grounds, 
financial  as  well  as  others,  and  be  has  in  a 
certain  degree  been  replied  te  by  ray  noUe 
Friend  who  has  lately  spoken;  but,  my 
Lords,  that  wbich  we  nave  to  discuss  to- 
night is  what  is  the  best  mode  of  giving  tn 
agriculture  that  desaiption  of  protection 
which  appears  to  be  generally  undentood 
in  this  House  and  the  country  to  be  necea- 
aary.  To  thoae  who  entertain  that  opinion 
there  are  a  few  exceptitms.  The  noble  and 
learned  Lord  who  has  lately  addressed  you 
is  ooe.  The  noUe  Baron  (Lord  Western)  is 
floe  of  those  who  considers  that  com  ought 
to  iDoeive  protecUoo,  and  he  objecta  to 
this  measure  as  likely  to  be  the  cause  of 
E  that  protection ;  but  the  quea- 
n  we  have  before  us  to-night,  is 
ir  what  will  be  the  beM  male  of 

E'riog  protection  to  agriculture.  I 
»,  my  Lords,  I  have  always  coDudered 
a  gradnatad  scale  as  the  best  mode  of 
protection  for  the  internal  agricnltura  of 
.the  eouutry,  %  waOm  of  dutiea  levied  upon 
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the  importatioa  of  foreign  com,  varying  ia 
amount  according  to  the  price  of  com  in 
the  country  at  certain  periods,  to  be  ascer- 
tained by  averages.  It  is  perfectly  true 
that,  under  the  act  which  is  now,  I  hope, 
about  to  expire,  great  frauds  have  been 
practised  in  taking  the  averages.  Possibly 
the  scale  of  dutiea  gave  occasion  in  some 
measure  to  those  friiuds,  faut  I  believe 
there  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  great 
frauds  have  been  committed,  and  cora- 
plainte  also  have  been  made  of  the  law  in 
comequenceoftheezisteDce  of  those  frauds. 
Other  complaints  also  have  been  made  f^ 
the  law,  and  for  that  reaion  1  here  con- 
sented to  the  adoptioo,  or  the  proposition 
of  this  law,  and  I  hope  this  law  is  so  framed 
as  to  be  free  from  tho  objections  made 
against  the  other;  that  the  averages  will 
be  more  honestly  taken  and  given  to  the 
public  than  they  were  heretofore;  that  the 
graduated  scale  of  duties  has  been  improved, 
so  far  as  to  avoid  giving  focilitiee  to  the 
practice  of  frauds,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  afibrd  an  adequate  protection  to  agri- 
culture—a  protection  which  will  give  a 
price  in  this  country  nearly  of  the  same 
amount  as  it  has  been  known  to  be  on  an 
average  of  the  last  thirteen  or  fonrteen 
years  since  the  passing  of  the  law  which  is 
now  about  to  expire— that  price  wbich  has 
been  teken  as  the  average,  according  to 
which  a  final  arrangement  ought  to  be 
made  and  constituted  as  the  law  of  the 
country.  My  Lords,  I  say  that,  consider- 
ing the  arrangement  has  been  made  with 
the  sanction  of  Parliament  and  the  Go- 
vernment at  a  particular  time,  it  is  ex- 
pedient, in  considering  the  Corn-iaw  of 
the  country,  and  in  making  an  arrange- 
ment for  the  supply  of  food  to  the  people, 
it  is  desirable  to  consider  that  the  arrange- 
ment has  been  made  between  these  two 
sete,  and  not  to  allow,  certainly,  of  such 
changes  as  would  make  any  material  alter* 
atioDs  in  the  fondamentat  principles  and 
provisions  on  which  that  arrangement  was 
carried  into  effect.  My  Lords,  I  am  one 
of  thoae  who  have  always  considered  that 
the  law  of  the  9th  George  4th  has  acted 
benefidally  in  attaining  the  objecte  which 
those  had  in  view  who  recommended  it  to 
Parliament.  The  principle  had  been  re- 
cnmmended  some  years  previously  to  the 
adoption  of  the  law  of  the  9th  Gewge  4th. 
It  had  been  proposed  during  the  adminis- 
traUon  of  my  Lord  Liverpool.  The  prin- 
ciple was  recommended  in  the  administra- 
tioo  of  Mr.  Canning;  and  a  law  was  pro- 
poeed oa  that  principle,  and  tb«  principle  < 


y  Google 


f  S3        Corn  Importation  PUI.         {LORDS} 
y  carried  into  efiect  in  1828,  by  the 


DieaBure  has  acted  beneficially,  accordiog 
to  the  views  of  those  who  introduced  it,  id 
preserviDg  the  price  of  corn  at  a  steady 
rate,  from  the  period  of  its  enactmeat 
nearly  up  to  the  preaent  moment:  for, 
DotwitbstaiidiDg  what  has  been  said  by  the 
noble  Viscount  at  the  Table,  1  coDtend 
that  the  price  of  corn  bas  been  as  iteacly 
ia  this  country  as  it  hag  been  in  any  other 
part  of  the  world.  Of  course  there  hare 
been  rarialions.  In  any  article  which 
must  vary  according  to  the  seasouB,  and 
the  great  element  of  the  value  of  which  is 
its  quantity,  the  price  must  vary  every 
year;  but  I  say,  that  the  variations  in 
price  have  been  as  little  as  they  have  been 
la  any  other  part  of  the  world.  The  noble 
Viscount  has  stated  tbut  the  variations  in 
other  parts  of  the  world  have  been  occa- 
sioned by  the  variations  here ;  but  1  say, 
my  Lords,  that  ihe  noble  Viscount  in 
saying  that,  stated  that  which  be  could 
jiot  exactly  prove.  There  were  parts  of 
the  world  in  which  variations  of  price  are 
given  as  having  occurred  between  which 
and  this  country  there  was  no  relation 
whatever  in  corn.  For  instance,  France. 
There  was  no  relation  between  this  coun- 
try and  France  whatever  with  respect  to 
corn.  There  are  other  parts  of  the  world 
with  which  we  have  very  tittle  intercourse 
in  corn.  There  is  very  little  intercourse 
of  that  nature  between  this  country  and 
Holland,  and  there  are  variations 
Holland.  'Ihe  price  of  corn  stands 
Holland  very  much  on  the  same  ground 
in  this  country,  a  great  deal  is  grown,  and 
B  great  deal  is  also  imported.  At  Rotter- 
dam it  depends  solely  on  commerce.  At 
Amsterdam  a  great  deal  of  com  grown  In 
the  country  is  consumed  as  well  as  a  large 
quantity  imported.  Therefore  the  u 
trade  in  HoU^d  stands  pretty  nearly 
the  same  ground  as  to  this  country ;  and 
the  fact  is,  (I  am  now  aiguiug  against  the 
statements  that  variationsof  price  here  have 
been  the  cause  of  the  variations  in  other 
parte  of  the  world),  it  can  be  no  such 
thing,  and  the  noble  Lord,  said  what  he 
had  no  authority  for,  because  in  many 
places  with  which  we  have  no  communi- 
catiou,  variations  have  occurred.  In  any 
of  these  cases  there  can  be  no  communica- 
tion betweea  this  country  and  those  coun- 
tries in  which  these  variations  take  place. 
Therefore,  1  eay,  the  bill  has  produced  as 
steady  a  price  in  this  country  as  has  been 
known  io  other  port!  of  the  world.    Go 
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where  you  will,  go  to  the  United  Sta 
go  to  Russia,  go  to  Prussia,  or  to  the  ot 
parts  of  Europe,  go  where  you  wiU,  i 
you  will  find  a  great  variation  of  price 
variation  exceeding  that  existing  in  ( 
ntry.  Bat,  my  Lor^s,  tben  the  no 
Viscount  who  spoke  lately  has  tbou| 
proper  to  announce  an  opinion  r^ardi 
the  aliding-Bcale,  which  he  calls  an  abst 
dity.  The  noble  Viscount  may  ba^  v« 
good  reason  for  stating  bo  ;  but,  bewi 
the  noble  Viscount's  pardon,  it  has  be 
always  known  in  the  corn-trade  of  tl 
country.  There  was  a  corn-law  io  tl 
country  previously  to  the  year  1794.  Th 
was  a  corn-law  also  depending  on  a  gr 
dualed  scale  of  duty,  depending  on  tJ 
stale  of  the  prices  io  this  country.  It  hi 
been  invuriably  the  case,  and  it  is  applio 
ble  to  every  urticle  the  quantity  an 
quality  of  which  depends  on  the  stai 
of  the  seasons.  I  eay  that  a  pric 
graduated  according  to  the  price  ei 
isting  in  the  home  market  is  actually  ne 
cessary  in  order  to  be  able  really  and  trul; 
to  give  protection.  Now,  my  Lords,  th 
noble  Viscount  opposite,  and  the  nobli 
Lord  who  has  supported  him,  insist  upoi 
it  that  a  6xed  duty  would  answer  the  same 
purpose.  My  Lords,  I  will  not  now  com- 
plain that  we  have  no  knowledge  of  the 
amount  of  tixed  duty.     1  argue  for  the 

Erinciple.     The  amount  would,  doubtless, 
ave  some  effect    on  the  question;    but 
what  I  contend  is,  that  a  fined  duty  could 
not  be  maintained  at  a  time  when  prices 
became  high,  a  circumstance  which  was  so 
strongly  felt  that  I  understand  recently, 
when  toe  question  was  discussed  in  aootbet 
place,  the  noble   Lord  who  disciuaed  it 
there  admitted  that  when  prices  came  to  a 
certain  rate  it  would  be  abwlutely  neces- 
sary to  reduce  the  duty  by  degrees,  which 
is  by  gradation,  in  proportion  as  the  price 
should     approach   the    hiKbeat   price  at 
which  corn  ought  to  be  sold  in  thiscnua- 
try.     But,  my  Lords,  I  say  that  a  £ied 
duty,  when  corn  comes  to  be  at  its  maxi- 
muui  price,  which  1  take  at  70t.  or  72f.— 
a  fixed  duty  in  that  case  is  ver)-  mudi  like 
that  state  of  legislation  in  wbidi  com  is 
protected  by  a  prohibition  till  it  comes  to 
a  certain  price,  in  short,  as  it  was  duriog 
the  period  when  the  law  of  1815  «u  iu 
force — that  is,  when  the  price  ipproscbed 
80s.  the  ports  were  to  be  open.  My  Lords, 
I  have  had  a  little  eiperience  ip  office  in 
this  country,  and  I  confess  1  thauld  be 
very  sorry  to  see  similar  drcunntuKn 
exiitiog  in  futute  of  whicb  I  Ure  tm^^  ^ 
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example  heietofbre.  My  Lords,  od  sefe. 
ra]  occasioQB,  notwithBtaDdiog  that  the 
law  required  that  the  ports  should  contL 
niie  dosed  until  the  price  came  to  a  cer- 
bun  amount,  I  hare  koowti  the  Gorern- 
ment  onder  tlie  Decessitr  of  opening  the 
storehouses,  allowing  the  corn  therein 
stored,  and  kept  ander  lock  and  key,  to  be 
sold  in  the  market,  ai  those  who  should 
administer  the  Government  under  the 
system  of  a  fixed  duty  would  find  them- 
selves under  the  necessity  of  doing,  and  of 
allowing  the  com  to  come  out  of  the  stores 
withont  the  payment  of  duty,  when  It 
should  come  to  be  beyond  a  certun  price. 
When  it  should  approach  the  price  of  70(. 
the  duty,  I  say,  could  not  be  maintained, 
snd  the  Oorernment  would  be  under  the 
necessity  of  doing  that  to  which  I  have 
seen  Governments  driven  heretofore — to 
opeo  the  doors  in  order  to  set  free  the  com 
which  should  there  remain  until  the  pay- 
nent  of  duty.  Then,  my  Lords,  I  say  that 
those  who  apprehend  that  a  fixed  duty 
could  not  be  maintained  are  quite  right; 
ior  there  ia  the  example  of  what  nas  the 
coarse  pursued  when  the  law  was  in  a  si- 
milar state  to  that  in  which  it  would  be 
under  the  svstem  of  a  fixed  duty,  when  the 
price  should  be  high.  Now,  the  advan- 
tage, my  Lords,  of  a  sliding-scale  is,  that 
it  executes  itself.  Tlie  price  of  corn  is 
ucertained  by  averages  published  in  the 
Oazette,  and  the  law  executes  itself.  As 
tiie  price  rises,  the  duty  falls  and  comes  at 
last  to  nothing;  the  Government  need  not 
interfere  in  any  way  at  all.  In  the  other 
case  the  Government  would  be  called  on  to 
interfere.  The  noble  Viscount  said  just 
now  that  the  Government  would  not  be 
required  to  interfere  ;  that  the  consumer 
would  gain  uothiog  by  its  interference ; 
that  the  person  who  would  gain  would  be 
the  pn^nietor  of  com.  That  is  exactly 
the  case,  my  Lords.  I  am  afraid  that 
suBpiciona  were  eDtertained  with  respect  to 
these  transactions  to  which  I  have  referred 
during  the  period  when  the  law  of  1815 
was  in  existence.  It  was  suspected  that 
large  fortunes  wore  made,  and  that  the 
Goremment  were  parties  to  it.  There 
certainly  was  no  foundation  for  the  suspi- 
cion ;  but  we  ought  to  take  care  not  to 
adopt  a  system  of  laws  which  may  place 
the  Goveratnent  in  the  state  of  being  ob- 
liged to  adopt  such  meaaures,  and  thus  to 
become  liable  to  such  uofounded  suspt- 
<xona.  f  therefore  contend  that,  as  a  mea- 
flure  <rf  protection,  the  fixed  duty  would 
-bMomo  nugatory,  ud  tbow  who,  til(«  the 


noble  Viscount,  to  do  him  justice,  who 
wished  to  see  the  existing  relations  be> 
tween  landlord  and  tenant  maintained, 
should  take  care  lest  they  expose  them- 
selves to  disappointment  by  adopting  a 
fixed  duty  as  a  protection  to  agriculture, 
instead  of  a  duty  based  on  a  graduated 
scale  varying  according  to  price.  We 
have  heaivd  of  the  interference  of  the  Cora- 
laws  with  the  commerce  of  the  country. 
My  Lords,  I  hare  no  reason  to  believe, 
and  the  documents  laid  on  the  table  give 
no  reason  to  believe,  that  that  was  the 
No  man  laments  more  than  I  do 
that  the  commerce  and  manu&ctures  of  the 
country  should  be  in  a  state  of  embarrass- 
ment; but  I  believe  that  if  the  Cora-laws 
were  repealed  to-morrow,  not  a  yard  more 
of  cloth,  or  a  pound  more  of  iron,  would  be 
sold  in  any  part  of  Europe  or  the  world, 
over  which  this  country  does  not  enercise 
control.  The  states  of  the  greater  part  tk 
Europe  have  adopted  measures  to  encou> 
rage  manufactures.  These  measures  had 
not  been  adopted,  as  was  stated  by  some 
persons,  in  consequence  of  the  Eoglish 
Cora-laws.  They  were  to  be  attributed 
to  the  feeliDgs  excited  by  this  country  in 
the  course  of  the  last  war;  by  its  great 
end  noble  exertions,  and  the  power  and 
expense  which  it  exhibited  on  all  occasions. 
Those  who  contemplated  those  exertions, 
and  those  who  were  relieved  and  assisted 
by  them,  thought  that  tbey  might  as  well 
follow  the  example  of  such  a  power,  and 
establish  and  encourage  among  themselves 
a  system  of  commerce.  They  followed  our 
example,  and  they  established  for  them- 
selves nanufoctures  and  commerce.  I 
believe  that  in  those  countries,  do  what  we 
will  with  the  Corn-laws,  repeal  even  all 
duty,  we  may  purchase  their  corn  with 
our  money,  but  as  to  getting  it  by  way 
of  barter,  or  selling  to  them  a  yard  of 
cloth,  or  a  pound  of  iron,  or  any  other 
article  of  merchandise,  it  is  out  of  the 
question,  except  under  special  conren- 
tions  and  bargains  respecting  our  com- 
merce. In  respect  tu  the  commerce  and 
manu^tures  of  the  country,  I  must  say 
that  the  state  in  which  tbey  appear  to  have 
been  hitherto,  according  to  the  papers  laid 
on  the  Table  of  your  I^rdahipa*  House,  is 
no  proof  of  the  injurious  operation  of  the 
Corn-laws.  Since  1828,  the  period  at 
which  this  law  was  enacted,  the  exports  of 
the  produce  of  the  looms  and  forges  of  this 
country  are  ascertained  by  the  accounts  of 
the  official  value,  which  is  the  only  way  of 
lodging  of  tfaem^tg  lure  beat  nearlf^uia*  -; 
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tu^ed.  It  is  true  that  individittla  cm- 
aoGtvd  with  rotnafictuTes  are  in  diitrees. 
I  htn  been  conoenied  to  read  the  repgrtj 
of  tba  GOmaiMioDen  who  inquired  into  tJie 
■txte  lit  the  lund-looin  weama,  and  alao 
tbs  npwta  of  tbe  converMtions  which  bad 
oocnmd  between  lome  of  my  hixa.  and 
Doble  Friends  and  certain  gentlemen  wbo 
were  lately  in  tbia  raetropolu,  on  the  state 
of  tbe  commerce  and  manuhctures  of  tbe 
country.  IF  any  man  reads  those  reports, 
and  coniiden  tne  statemeats  in  them,  he 
will  see  dearly  that  the  distressed  state  of 
tbe  Buwahcturen  is  to  be  attributed  to  any- 
thing except  tba  Corn-laws;  and  that  it  is 
to  be  attributed  chiefly  to  the  Increase  of 
machinery,  which  has  coma  into  competi- 
tion  with  indiridual  manubctniere,  put 
them  out  of  employment,  and  reduced 
their  means,  and  not  to  the  price  of  corn 
or  the  state  of  the  Coni-Uws.  My  Lords, 
I  do  not  corapiMn  of  machinery.  I  oon- 
■ider  that  machinery  has  advanced  tbe 
maou&ctures  of  tbe  country,  and  has  been 
tbe  cause  of  tbe  state  of  the  export  returns 
to  which  I  ban  just  now  adverted.  But 
we  must  not  conceal  the  fact  that,  in 
tbeir  pingresB  towards  that  state  of  im- 
prorement,  tbey  hare  reduced  individual 
manufiuturera,  and  that  the  improvementa 
in  machinery,  which  are  condnuing  daily, 
are  one  of  the  causes  of  the  competition 
which  esists,  not  only  between  one  port  of 
the  country  and  another  part,  and  one 
townland  uid  another,  but  between  indi- 
viduals in  each  town.  So  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  find  markets  to  take  of  all  tbe  mer- 
chaudtse  and  manubctutea  which  are  pro- 
duced by  this  machinery.  Those  countries 
which  are  suppoead  to  be  now  become  tbe 
rirala  of  this  country  in  consequence  of  tbe 
state  <rf  our  Corn-laws,  hare  found  markets 
fat  tbe  produoe  of  their  manufiuitureB 
throagfa  tne  pt^tlcal  operation  of  measures 
of  oura,  and  not  by  means  or  in  oonaeuuenoe 
at  the  Corn-laws.  They  have  founa  mar- 
kets in  the  Sooth  Amwican  statea.  Nearly 
■bout  tbe  time  those  mann&ctiiiies  wen 
establialied  in  Germany,  Russia,  and  else- 
wbsn*  tbe  South  Amencaa  states  declared 


was  leoognised  by  this  oountir  aod  tbe 
United  Stttea.  Immediatdy  after  we  bad 
ncognisad  tlwir  independence,  their  porta 
wen  opened  to  the  merchandise  of  Ger- 
many and  Russia.  MarkeU  wen  thus 
■  '      ■  '    ■      B  which  were 


ibUsbed  on  the  example  of  our  own, 
oa  Mcouat  of  the  existence  of  the  Con- 
^    I  ahail  BOW  kj  a  few  wnnli  u  lo 


the  news  of  thoae  who  deein  that  w« 
should  depend  solely  upon  our  own  aupply 
of  proviwons  for  tbe  people  of  this  country. 
I  am  one  of  thoae  who  always  wished 
that  the  agriculture  of  this  cauntrr 
should  be  promoted  as  far  as  possible,  wita 
a  view  to  render  this  country  as  nearly  in- 
dependent as  could  be  of  supplies  froai 
fonisn  countries.  I  Imow  tha^  with  our 
pt^ulation  increasing  as  it  does  erery  year, 
and  increasing  also  as  it  does  in  wealth,  it  is 
impossible  to  expect  that  we  should  at  any 
period  hare  our  agricnltun  in  such  a  state 
as  to  enable  us  to  nly  upon  it  exclu- 
sirely  ftr  the  supply  of  our  wants.  But  I 
beg  your  Lordihips  not  to  lose  sight  of  the 
necessity  of  mainuining  the  proqierity  of 
the  agriculture  of  the  country ;  and  your 
liOrd^ipa  must  never  fnrget  Auts  wbi^ 
are  important  to  this  part  of  the  quesdon. 
The  noble  Viscount  (viscount  Mubourna) 
has  compared  tbe  state  of  the  country  t« 
the  state  of  the  Romans  and  Athenians  in 
former  times,  1  beg  your  Lordships  not 
to  look  quite  so  br  back.  You  will  find 
an  example  man  analogous  to  the  question 
in  tbe  situation  of  this  country  withb  the 
last  few  years.  If  I  mistake  not*  you  have 
on  the  records  of  this  House  an  instance 
of  one  sovereign  in  Europe  levying  a  duty 
on  tbe  export  of  com  from  bis  dominions 
purposely  because  he  found  the  price  of 
com  was  high  in  this  country.  I  beg  your 
Lordships  alto  to  recollect  the  state  in 
which  the  great  source  of  sui^ly,  Polandt 
was  during  tbe  whole  ooutse  of  the  late 
revolutionary  war  in  Europe.  I  would 
have  your  Lordships  recoUtict  what  was  tbe 
state  of  Poland  only  ia  1830,  during  the 
insurrection  in  that  oonntrr.  I  would  have 
your  Lordships  recollect  uat  your  aupply 
of  corn  depends  upon  the  state  of  tran- 
quillity of  the  people  residing  upon  two  or 
uiree  of  the  Is^  streams  running  to  the 
Baltic  I  would  hare  your  Lordships  r^ 
collect  that  only  Isst  year,  when  this 
country  was  in  want  of  a  aupply  of  com, 
supplies  oi  com  wen  neatly  nt  the  same 
lime  required  in  difiennt  parts  of  Russia, 
and  that  proclamations  were  issued  for- 
bidding the  export  of  all  sorts  of  grain  from 
Russia.  These  an  ciicumatancee  whii^ 
I  bw  your  Lordships  to  bear  in  mind  in 
deciding  upon  this  queation ;  and  do  not 
imagine  that  you  can  at  all  times  bare 
from  all  parts  of  the  world  all  tbe  corn 
which  you  may  require,  I  do  not  mnu 
to  aay  that  you  abould  depend  solely  upos 
your  own  reeourcea.  On  the  contrary,  I 
iaaw  you  caotwt  go  «d  without  faaTing  it    , 
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tUBplf  from  foreign  lourcet  of  at  least 
1,000,000  of  quarten  annually,  and  in  all 
fuvbabilitf  the  necewity  for  nich  a  aupply 
will  go  on  inoreaiing  to  a  »till  ftirther  ex- 
tent. But  I  entreat  your  Lordehipa  to 
prorids  for  tbe  proaperity  of  the  agricul- 
ture of  the  country— to  maintain  it  In  the 
■tate  in  which  it  has  been  fur  tbe  last 
fourteen  years,  and  not  to  imagine  that 
fou  can  venture  to  rely  entirely  upon  the 
mpplies  which  you  may  derive  from  other 
partB  of  the  world.  There  ii  only  one  other 
point  to  which  I  wish  to  advert ;  and  that 
IB  to  the  influence  of  these  laws  upon  the 
•tate  of  the  currency  of  the  country.  It  ii 
perfectly  true,  that  when  luge  turns  of 
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agriculture  of  the  country  for  the  lait 
fourteen  year^-^the  means  (^  mwntaining 
it  in  that  state  in  which  tbe  noble  VisoooDt 
(Viscount  Melbourne)  ver?  properly  d» 
dared  be  wished  to  aae  it  continne.  I 
believe,  that  the  sntem  momsad  try  mj 
right  hoa.  Friend  (Sir  R.  Fed)  u  the 
system  upon  which  your  Lwdaiups  ought 
to  act  Therefore,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, I  recommend  your  Loidibipe  ta 
say  "  not  content  "  to  the  resoluti(» 
pnnxMed  by  tbe  noble  Vitoount  (Viscount 
Melbourne' 


mosey  are  required  to  be  exported  from  this 
country  at  a  period  in  which  the  bank  is  in 
a  state  of  difficulty,  in  exchange  for  foreign 
com  imported,  the  sending  out  of  those  large 
sums  of  money  must  necensarily  a^^ravale 
the  difficulties  of  the  moment,  But  I 
believe  that  it  remains  to  be  proved,  tltat 
the  state  of  tbe  Corn-laws  nu  been  the 
cause  of  many  of  these  iDoonvenienoes.  I 
believe  that  they  have  beoi  produced  by 
other  circumstances.  I  certainly  admit, 
that  if  large  sums  of  money  are  required 
to  be  sent  out  of  the  country  in  payment 
for  foreign  corn,  the  difficulties  of  the 
Bank  would  be  aggnvated.  But  I  really 
believ«  it  will  be  found,  that  foreign  con 
under  the  system  of  the  gradnated  scale  ts 
always  in  the  course  of  being  imported  into 
thia  country,  and  that  the  demand  for  corn 
—that  ii  to  say,  the  demand  for  the  intro- 
duction of  foreign  corn  into  the  home 
market,  by  any  ^uie  of  the  English 
barvett,  or  from  any  drcumaunce  giving 
rise  for  an  extraordinary  supply  of  com  in 
any  particular  part  of  the  country— Joes 
Bot  require  tha  transmisdon  of  aoy  luge 
sums  «  specie  to  foreigB  countries,  what- 
aver  foretgn  com  may  be  required  ia 
iatroduced  into  the  maAet  dnply  by 
•peniog  tbe  doors  of  the  msgasinea  snd 
stoi»ho«Hes.  It  is  paid  for  by  tbe  internal 
currency  i^  the  oountrr.  It  is  true,  that 
to  replace  it,  would  require  the  transmissioo 
of  money  abroad;  but  that  is  done  by 
degrees.  It  ia  not  pOTod  that  the  intro- 
ductloo  of  large  quantities  of  foreign  com 


period^  has,  at  the  aime  time,  ra^nired 
the  tranamission  to  Aragn  countries  of 
very  la^  nma  of  specie.  'Htarefore,  I 
contend,  that  here  agun  there  is  no  ground 
far  fupodtion  to  the  graduated  scale.  Tbe 
(dd  law  appears  to  me  to  bars  been  the 
mum  <tf  ■aJatMBing  the  fntpaitj  rf  the 


___lboume),  and  to  support  the  motion 
ofmyuobfo  Friend  for  the  committal  of 
this  bill. 

The  Msrqneas  of  Lamdomne  aaeured 
their  Lordships  that  they  had  the  bwt 
security  for  his  not  troubling  them  for 
more  uan  a  very  kw  minutes  upon  this 
question,  important  as  it  was,  in  th« 
speech  Of  his  noble  Friend  who  sat  behind 
him  (Lord  Monteagle) — thatspeedi  being 
in  his  (the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne's)  esti- 
mation unanawered  and  unanswerable— a 
qieech  pursuing  the  subject  into  all  iu 
ramtficati<Mis,  into  which  no  peraoo  had 
attempted  to  follow,  and  whicn,  if  it  had 
not  convinced  their  Lwdships  of  the  fiin. 
damental  vice  of  the  system  which  at  pre- 
sent prevailed— of  iu  mischievous  ten- 
dency  and  utter  ineffideocy,  be  (the 
Marquess  of  Lanadowne)  knew  of  no 
arguments  that  he  could  use  which  would 
bring  them  to  a  conviclton  upon  the  sub- 
ject. But  it  might  save  their  Loidships' 
time  on  future  occasioDS  if  he  took  that 
(^ortunity  of  stating  in  a  very  fow  worda 
why  he  intended  to  rote  for  the  motion  of 
his  noble  Friend  (Viscount  Mdboume), 
and  voting  for  that  motion  refused  to 
ooocur  in  any  propodtion  for  ddng  away 
at  once  with  all  oulieB  upon  the  imperta- 
tion  of  fotd^  com.  He  entirdy  agreed 
with  those  who  wished  the  appUcatioa  of 
the  priudplee  of  free-trade  to  be  univrnwl 
upon  dl  subjects  and  dl  commodities,  com 
induded;  kx  be  should  not  doubt  the 
power  of  the  agricultariats  of  thia  eoantry 
to  contend  with  any  grower  of  oom  in 
Europe,  were  it  posible  at  tbe  same  time 
ao  to  reform  tbe  financid  syatem  of  this 
country  at  one  sweep  as  to  make  the  appli- 
cation (tf  cipild  upon  free  and  equal  terme 
to  all  manufocturers,  com  indiided;  for 
the  growth  of  com  was  to  be  considered  a 
manufocturs  ■■  mock  as  aay  other  brand 
of  industry  requiring  the  investment  of 
capitd.  But  be  could  not  admit  that  h 
was  a  fair  application  of  tin  nriiKi|rfa  of 
ftee-tiade  to  ny  to  tbe  ma  wao  una  ' 
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his  cipttal  Id  the  threshing  tnochtne,  in 
draining  machines,  in  Buy  of  these  ap- 
pliances to  which  in  a  rich  country,  capital 
was  directed  to  promote  the  growth  of  com 
—that  he  should  not  be  protected  ia  the 
same  degree  as  the  man  who  employed  his 
capital  in  other  branches  of  manu&cture. 
On  the  coDtrary,  he  conceived  that  upon 
erery  principle  of  bee-lrade,  their  Lord- 
ships oueht  to  letnoTe  all  partial  interfer. 
ence  with  the  course  and  direction  which 
capital  mi^ht  talte,  and  that  they  should 
deal  out  with  an  equal  hand  the  protection 
which  the  necessity  of  collecting  the  reve- 
nue of  the  country  imposed  upon  them 
under  the  existing  Gnancial  system.  He 
should  hold  it  aa  the  most  fortunate  cir- 
cumstance that  could  occur  in  the  history 
of  this  country,  vere  they  able  to  dispense 
Kt  once  with  a  system  of  finance  which  re- 
quired them  to  raise  a  revenue  from  the 
application  of  all  capita]  to  all  purposes  of 
manufkctare ;  but  he  should  only  be  pre- 
pared to  do  away  with  it  in  any  one  branch 
of  manufacture,  when  he  was  enabled  by 
the  state  of  the  country  (a  state  which  he 
feared  was  far  off)  to  miOce  such  a  rerolu. 
lutioB  in  the  financial  system  as  to  do 
away  with  all  customs  duties,  and  to  re- 
lieve the  application  of  capital  from  the 
imporition  of  any  tax  of  any  kind.  The 
impossibility,  in  the  present  state  of  things, 
of  adopting  such  a  sweeping  course,  would 
prevent  him  from  giving  any  vote  in  favour 
of  immediately  doing  away  with  all  duty 
on  the  importation  oT  foreien  corn.  But 
with  the  admission  that  ni^t  made  by  the 
noble  Duke  (the  Duke  of  Wellington),  and 
recently  made  by  other  eminent  persons, 
that  it  tras  no  loneer  an  object  attainable 
by  the  act  of  legisTatioa,  as  had  sometimes 
been  hopelessly  held  forth  in  both  Houses 
ofl^liament,  to  render  this  country  wholly 
independent  of  foreign  nations  for  a  supply 
of  com.  With  that  admission  from  the 
noble  Duke,  he  could  not  conceive  that 
their  Lrordafaips  could  hentate  to  adopt  as 
an  immediate  consequence  the  expediency 
and  necessity  of  making  the  country  de- 
pend for  the  supply  its  wants  demanded 
upon  the  soundest  principles  of  commercial 
intercourse.  He  owned  he  was  astonished 
when  he  beard  from  noble  Lords,  and  es- 
pecially from  the  noble  Earl  at  the  head  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  (the  Earl  of  Ripon), 
the  extraordinary  proposition  that,  whereas 
in  all  other  articles  which  the  necessities 
of  the  country  did  not  absolutely  require, 
it  was  expedient  to  rely  upon  the  broad 
principla  c^  commerce,  oerauee  they  were 
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the  best  J  yet,  when  they  came  to  that 
particular  article  which  of  all  others  was 
the  most  needed,  they  were  to  discard 
those  broad  and  wholesome  principles,  and 
to  have  recourse  to  an  experiment— inge- 
nious enough,  no  doubt,  but  which  In 
practice  had  been  found  to  he  an  utter  and 
hopeless  failure.  The  noble  Duke  (the 
Duke  of  WelliogtoQ)  in  defending  the  pre- 
sent measnre,  had  declared  that  the  eni>ct 
of  the  old  law  had  been  to  maintain  the 
average  price  of  com  in  this  country  at  a 
more  equal  rate  than  in  any  other  country 
in  Europe.  He  did  not  know  upon  what 
authority  the  noble  Duke  made  that  de- 
claration ;  but  he  bad  in  his  hand  a  care- 
fully prepared  siatement  drawn  up  by  Mr. 
Hubbard,  an  adherent  of  the  noble  Duke's 
and  connected  with  those  who  supported 
the  present  Government,  but  who  had 
sifted  this  subject  in  every  one  of  its 
branches ;  and  Mr.  Hubbard,  in  that  state- 
ment, comparing  the  average  prices  during 
the  whole  range  of  the  penod  that  the  no- 
ble Duke's  hill  had  been  in  operation,  that 
was  to  say  from  1829  to  1838,  and  com- 
paring the  viuiatioDS  of  price  in  England 
with  ^e  variations  of  pnce  in  tea  of  the 
other  countries  of  Europe,  distinctly 
showed  that  the  variations  of  price  in 
England  had  during  that  period,  been  much 
greater  than  the  variations  in  auy  other 
country  of  Europe.  Mr.  Hubbard  sb owed 
that  whilst  in  England  the  variation  bad 
been  from  48s.  to  64m.,  being  a  difierence 
of  IGs.,  the  variation  in  the  other  countries 
of  Europe  had  not  exceeded  IOj.  or  12*. 
This  statement  was  before  the  public,  and 
afforded  a  striking  illustration  of  the  de- 
fective and  injurious  operation  of  the  sy»- 
tem  of  the  slidins- scale.  After  the  vote 
of  the  prerious  niglit,  be  (the  Marquess  of 
Laosdowne)  looked  upon  the  old  Corn-law 
as  abolished;  and  he  certainly  waa  not 
surprised  at  the  evident  anxiety  of  the 
noble  Lords  opposite  to  get  rid  of  it;  for 
howerer  much  those  noble  Lords  might 
desire  and  endeavour  to  disguise  the  foct,  it 
was  manifest  that  the  old  law  in  every 
part  of  it  hsd  been  completely  wrong. 
And  he  might  perhaps,  with  the  more  pro- 
priety, speak  of  the  bill  as  nearly  defunct, 
because,  although  another  and  a  similar 
bill  was  to  be  constructed  on  the  founda- 
tion of  the  expiring  measure,  yet  he  had 
an  admission  from  noble  Loras  on  the 
other  Bide  that  in  coming  down  to  their 
new  fortification  they  were  choosing 
a  fortification  diflering  in  dimensions,  d{£ 
feriog  io  wteut,  and  difEeriog  in  poution  -, 
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flnm  that  thtij  hsd  previously  occupied. 
It  wu  DOW  admitted,  too,  that  the  exiatior 
bill  wu  wrong  in  all  its  points  of  detair 
He  remarked,  that  when,  on  a  prerious  oc- 
casion, he  had  pointed  ont  the  &ults  of  the 
■yatem  of  averageH,  the  noble  Duke  had 
■aid,  that  those  faults  were  faults  which 
the  Goremmeat  should  correct,  which  it 
was  their  office  and  their  duty  to  amend. 
Why.  the  noble  Duke  was  now  in  his  own 
person  finding  bult  with  the  system  of 
averages.  He  now  said,  it  whs  out  of  the 
power  of  the  GoTemment  to  correct  the 
evil,  and  he  came  down  to  solicit  their 
Lordsbips'  assistance  in  pro?iding  a  re- 
medy. It  was  now  found  out  that  uverages 
were  wrong  and  defective— that  the  list  of 
places  at  which  they  were  taken  was  wrong 
and  defective — that  the  rests  in  the  scale 
were  wrong  and  defective,  and  that  difierent 
rests  ou^ht  to  he  subitituted.  These  new 
diacovenes  were  well  worthy  their  Lord- 
ships* admiratioa,  but  what  he  admired 
even  more  was,  the  extreme  coiifidence 
with  which  some  noble  Lords  seemed  to 
expect  that  this  law,  which  had  been  again 
aod  again,  and  so  repeatedly  amended  and 
tinkered  up,  was  after  a  last  repair  to  prove 
everything  that  was  admirable,  everything 
that  was  efficient.  When  one  sliding-scale 
was  found  to  hare  foiled,  they  bad  had  re- 
course to  another— when  one  suit  of  clothes 
were  found  not  to  fit,  they  had  made  an 
exchange  for  BDother  suit — they  had  gone 
in  fact  from  pillar  to  post— within  a  com- 
pu^tively  abort  number  of  years  they  had 
bad  no  less  than  sis  Corn-laws,  every  one 
of  which  had  elicited  the  same  warm  ap- 
probation— the  same  confidence  us  to  its 
being  a  final  settlement— the  same  convic- 
tion that  it  would  secure  a  remunerating 
price  to  the  erower — the  same  hope  that 
It  would  exclude  foreign  com  from  our 
tnarket ;  and  every  one  of  which  had  aiso 
proved  in  the  end  to  secure  no  remnne- 
nting  price — to  shut  out  no  foreign  corn, 
and,  at  the  last,  to  embody  no  final  settle- 
ment. And,  let  him  tell  their  Lordships, 
this  would  also  be  the  case  with  regard  to 
the  measure  now  before  the  House.  If 
there  was  one  striking  proof  more  than 
aoatber,  that  such  would  be  the  result — if 
there  was  one  tiling  more  tlian  another 
which  showed  that  the  public  could  not  be 
expected  to  form  a  correct  Judgment  of  this 
bill  until  it  was  brought  home,  and  until 
growers  and  consumers  both  began  to  feel 
its  effectfi — if,  he  said,  one  thing  more  than 
BDOiher  proved  these  things,  it  was  that 
the  development  of  the  principles  and  de- 
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taili  of  the  bill  by  the  noble  Earl,  partial 
and  incomplete  as  that  development  was, 
was  attended  with  the  remsrkable  circum- 
stance, that  among  the  supporters  of  the 
measure  there  was  the  widest  possible  di£< 
ference  of  opinion  as  to  what  would  be  its 
probable  ultimate  effects.  No  two  sup- 
porters of  the  bill  appeared  to  be  agreed  in 
the  estimate  they  formed  of  it.  One  noble 
Lord  said,  it  would  diminish  the  protection 
to  the  grower  ;  another  noble  Lord,  who, 
he  believed,  held  a  place  in  the  household, 
was  of  opinion  that  it  would  take  away  no 
protection  at  all — or,  at  any  rate,  that  it 
took  away  nothing  but  superfluous  proteo. 
tion.  It  must  be  exceeaingly  gratifying 
tn  the  feelings  of  the  people  to  see  these 
shillings  taken  off  from  the  protective 
duty,  whilst  it  aiForded  no  advantage  to 
them.'  They  perceived  that  bread  waa 
not  a  bit  cheaper,  and  that  no  more  foreign 
corn  came  into  the  country ;  but  they  had 
the  advantage  of  looking  into  the  statute- 
book,  and  finding  that  some  56f.  protective 
duty  stood  for  some  SOs.t  and  tnis  onght 
to  satisfy  them  fi>r  paying  the  same  amount 
for  their  loaf.  The  noble  Lord's  srgument 
really  reminded  him  of  the  old  lineSf— 
"  The  wound  is  great  because  it  is  so  small." 

The  boon  is  great  because  it  is  so  smalt. 
And  the  manufacturers  might  well  say,  ~— 
"  It  would  be  greater  were  it  none  at  all." 

Some  noble  Lords  had  said  the  bill 
would  effect  no  protection;  others  had 
said  that  it  eSected  an  immense  protection. 
He  referred  to  this  difference  of  opinion, 
not  because  he  thought  it  surprising  or 
unnatural,  but  because  the  bill  exhibited 
such  complex  machinery,  that  people  drew 
different  inferences  with  regard  to  its 
effects.  He  would  ask  their  Lordships, 
they  who  had  studied  the  subject,  uid 
some  of  whom  were  prendents  of  agricul- 
tural societies,  others  of  them  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  all  of  th«n  ac- 
quainted with  the  subject,  if  they  could 
not  come  to  an  agreement  as  to  the  eflfect 
which  this  measure  would  produce  on 
corn,  how  were  the  formers  of  England  to 
tell  beforehand  what  would  be  the  effect  of 
the  law  in  making  their  leases  and  tilling 
their  ground  ;  and  the  chief  object  of  the 
bill  was  to  give  confidence  to  the  former 
in  the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant. 
This  measure  would  bring  in  com  in  irre> 
gular  quantities,  and  not  as  a  regular  trade, 
and  would  reduce  the  trade  to  gambling 
transactions.  Though  the  advocates  of  the 
bill  admitted  the  importance  of  the  suf^y, 
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and  tkat  the  oomitry  conld  not  do  without 
it,  they  at  the  tome  tinn  enacted  that  tlie 
import  of  it  should  be  by  gamUen,  who 
ran  the  riik  of  doable  1m>  id  order  to  malfa 
double  guns  to  what  they  would  nndor  a 
ragular  systeia  of  trade.  He  therefore 
thought  if  thia  countrjr  was,  as  admitted 
by  the  noble  Lord,  deatiiied  by  its  poeitioa, 
wealth,  and  popalatiott-^j  a  population 
which,  &r  from  beins  iajured  by  ma- 
chinery,  was  created  Dy  machinery,  miih 
prated  by  it,  and  must  depend  on  it  for  its 
future  exiltenoe,— to  depend  on  foreign 
countries,  they  must  rely  upon  the  regular 
Gonne  of  AinfA  trade,  subject  to  thoeo 
■dutaiy  aod  wfaolesone  influences  which 
had  at  all  timei  made  trade  beneficia]  to 
all  countries  and  not  to  that  uncertain, 
preoarioui^  irregular  supply,  which  it 
was  the  nature  and  object  almost  of 
thia  hill  to  perpetuate,  as  the  mode  bv 
which  this  country  wu  to  be  suppliea, 
attended  by  the  inoonreniencies  which  he 
bad  pwnted  out  to  the  merchant  and 
fitfiner,  and  which  his  nobie  Friend  behind 
him  had  to  well  elucidated.  America  and 
Russia  bad  been  referred  to.  America 
bad  supplied  com  to  other  countries,  when 
from  tne  pressure  of  our  Com-lawa  we 
could  not  get  any  from  her.  The  efiect  of 
the  preneiit  srstem  of  Com-lawt  was  to 
namnr  tAe  field  of  supi^r  as  much  as  ma- 
•ibl&  It  teemed  to  be  obvious,  that  if  we 
were  to  have  any  trade  in  com  at  all,  that 
trade  should  be  founded  on  tbe  priodpla 
(^  obtaining  the  returns  as  anickly  as  pos- 
sible, and  from  aa  wide  a  field  as  poiswle, 
wbidi  the  aliding-aeals  prevnted.  Even 
noble  Lord*  themselves  so  diKneaed  their 
own  system.  Wen  iMt  Iwtcber'a  meat 
and  cattle  partly  the  supply  <^  this  coun- 
try f  In  God'a  name,  then,  if  there  were 
any  inherent  virtue  in  the  tliding-scale, 
why  was  it  noi  applied  to  men  and  sheep, 
and  beef  and  mutton?  Why  net  let  the 
poa  graver  have  the  benefit  of  the  sliding- 
smIs,  as  well  aa  tbe  poor  ^marP  But 
m  tltey  weto  to  be  left  to  the  ordinary 
rules  of  commerce.  If  there  were  any 
dioiee  betWeM  the  two,  the  aliding-scale 
Would  be  far  piefcrable  as  applied  to  sheep 
and  oaen,  as  it  would  onlv  afict  tbe  sup- 
ply frtnn  coontrie*  near  nome;  whilst  a 
aatis&olacy  supply  of  corn  must  come  from 
a  very  wide  field,  and  from  distant  coun- 
tries. He  thenfbre,  vid,  that  noble  Lords 
warn  afraid  of  their  own  system ;  and  tbe 
reasoB  they  had  for  introducing  the  diding- 
acale  into  this  bill  was  became  it  had  been 
inttodwed  btfoK.    Tbe  sUdiiY-Kale  waa 
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not  connected  with  anything  like  tteadi- 
neSB  of  price  in  this  ootutir,  but  it  had 
created  greater  unateadiness  in  price  in  this 
country,  than  had  prevailed  in  any  other 
country  during  the  same  period.  He  mnst 
implore  their  Lordships,  while  he  admitted 
tbe  necenity  of  retaining  Borne  duty  on  com 
in  the  ptesent  state  oi  the  finances  of  tbia 
country,  to  recognise  in  the  trade  in  cotb 
thepnnciples  of  trade  which  prevailed  in  our 
commerce.  He  knew  that  it  waa  flattwing 
to  the  ingenuity  of  a  Chancellor  oi  the 
Exchequer  to  invent  a  system  of  rests  and 
stops,  which  it  wag  supposed  would  insure 
a  regular  mp[dy ;  hut  that  lystem  bad 
failed  in  the  hand«  of  othera,  and  it  was  do 
disrespect  to  those  at  tbe  brad  of  a&irs  to 
say  that  it  might  fail  in  theira  also. 
Whilst  be  admitted  in  some  degree  tbe 
□ecenitj  of  retaining  some  duty  upon  the 
importation  of  foreign  corn  in  the  present 
state  of  the  agriculture  and  of  tbe  finance 
of  the  country,  he  implored  their  Ltwd- 
shipe  in  respect  of  that  particular  commo* 
dity,  to  rely  upon  the  same  ordinarr, 
sound,  and  reoogniaed  prindplea  of  tiwie 
as  were  a[^ied  to  other  articlaa.  He 
had  once  heard  a  remark  made  by  a  van 
eminent  man,  well  known  to  the  mibk 
Duke  opposite,  ha  alloded  to  Talleyrand, 
which  tuui  striidr  him  much  at  the  rime. 
It  waa,  that  tliere  was  a  osrtain  person 
more  clever  and  more  wise  than  tbe  wisest 
and  tho  cleverest  man  the  world  ever 
knsw;  wiser  than  Newton,  Baom,  or 
Locke)  and  that  person  was  "everybody" 
1,  pnv^ 


—*  parsonage  who  in  the  end, 
over  tbe  most  ingenious  individoakj  and 
BO  be  feared  that  it  would  be  found  ia  the 
preaentcase.  Theprovi«oaB,thacuBBiifg 
ingenious  provisions  (^thaUll  might  meet 
with  great  applause  in  that  House,  but 
they  would  come  to  he  sifted,  to  be 
esamined,  and  in  the  end,  defeated;  and 
the  country  would  not  have  the  benefit  of 
that  regular  supply  which  it  should  be  the 
object  of  tbeir  Lomshipe  to  procure  to  it. 
He  bad  heard  in  tbe  debates  which  had 
taken  place  upon  tbe  question  mnch  said 
aa  to  what  waa  a  remuneratiiw  price. 
He  eenfesBed  that  be  never  oould  nnda*- 
•tand  what  the  meaning  of  tbe  term  waa. 
To  whom  was  it  intended  to  apply  i  To 
the  Cumer  on  day  soils  or  «  fiintyaoila — 
to  tbe  fiwmer  with  a  large,  to  bim  with  a 
•mall,  or  with  no  capital  at  all  employed 
in  bis  qcr^ions  i  These  wen  all  difi^rent 
coDriogendes  which  might,  and  which  did 
h^)pen,  and  he  defied  their  Lerdahipa  to 
Uy  down  soy  price^  aa  a  teutUHiMtag 


y  Google 


797         Cam  rmpcrtatiM  BiU. 

pnoe,  which  ooald  ba  aecnrad  bf  set  of 
PftrlkineDt.  If  there  was  uv  meaning  in 
nmonention,  it  mnit  neui  toat  remuner- 
alion  Ncured  to  the  growar  of  wheat  by 
Um  capadtjr  of  the  praple  to  purchsM  it, 
and  it  was  bf  {KoiBoting  that  capacity,  by 
supnorting  mantibcturera,  by  secunag  a 
good  mart  for  their  wares  abroad  aa  well 
as  at  home,  that  the  L^alature  alooe  could 
aecnre  to  d»  a^ricultnriBt  that  return  for 
hia  capital,  which  was  the  foundation  of 
bia  real  pmperity.  Let  the  people  be 
enabled  by  means  of  briik  and  eitended 
trade  to  purchase  wheat,  and  all  lemu- 
neratire  prices  provided  by  acta  of  Par- 
liament would  be  tinnecewary ;  but  if  thi 
people  were  not  able  to  puratiaae,  if  manu- 
mctiirea  fell  off,  then  that  remuner«tire 
l^ce  would  also  die  away,  and  all  the 
clauses,  acts,  resta  and  aTerages,  by  the 
emtrirance  dT  which  a  certain  price  was 
vainly  sought  to  be  created  and  muntained, 
would  be  found  to  be  utterly  uteless.  It 
was  by  these  meaaa,  by  extending  trade, 
that  the  protperity  of  the  country  was  to 
be  maintained,  and  the  increasing  popula- 
tion, which  could  not  subsist  upon  the  re- 
sources of  this  country  alone,  but  which 
■auit  depend  upon  the  resources  of  others 
—upon  resources  which  had  never  as  yet, 
even  when  this  country  was  assailed  by  its 
greatest  enemy,  failed,  and  which  would 
not  Ml  them  now — he  said  that  it  was 
only  by  applying  to  these  resources  that 
that  Increasing  population  cootd  be  main- 
tained ;  for  If  it  was  wrong  to  allow  any 
ftneign  coaBttr  to  have  the  meant  of  ex- 
dting  disaatlamction  in  this,  it  was  in  the 
pcnrer  of  America— of  that  country  some- 
times suspected — he  trusted  she  was  not 
—but  which  was  sometimes  suspected  of 
being  hostile  to  them.  It  was  in  ber  power 
if  she  WIS  willing  tor  the  parpoae  to  sacri- 
fice her  own  interests,  lo  exdte,  by  stoppiDg 
the  supply  of  cotton  for  one  year,  more 
dissatiamctlen,  more  tumult,  more  starva- 
tion than  wouM  be  occasioned  by  the 
stoppage  ol  the  aopirfy  of  eom  from  any 
one  state  of  Eurme  in  ten  years.  But  yet 
they  were  actoallr  told  in  the  foce  of  Acts 
Ilk*  these,  that  this  conntrr  ought  to  be 
indcpradeat  of  foreign  oatiaoe !  It  vu 
oa  entirely  diflbient  prindirfes  they  must 
lahr.  It  was  by  admting  the  priiMiples 
of  his  nobb  Friend  (Viscoont  HelboarM) 
that  they  wooM  perform  their  duty  ia  a 
war  the  moal  neoo^eahle  to  the  pm- 
ttplM  of  sound  trade,  and  the  ultimnte 
pseapertly  of  the  contry.  But  if  they 
adspted  the  pradple  of  the  hill  bdbsv 
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their  consideifttion—  a  bill  which  he  ad. 
mitted  to  be  certainly  better  than  its  pre- 
decessor, they  were  sdt^ting  a  miuciple 
and  a  measure  which  would  neither  he 
satis^tory  ex  final. 

The  Duke  of  WelUvUm  rose  to  eiplain 
a  statement  which  had  been  made  by  the 
noble  Marquess  with  irierenoe  to  wlutt  he 
(the  Duke  oS  Wellington)  bad  said  in 
regard  to  the  mode  rf  prerenting  frauds  in 
t)£ing  tite  arerages.  He  had  not  said  that 
it  was  the  particular  duty  of  the  Ooratn- 
meut  of  the  day  to  put  an  end  to  them 
withodt  the  intmereoce  of  any  legidatira 
measure;  what  he  said  was,  that,  if  it 
should  be  found  necessary  to  introduce 
a  new  measure  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Com-taws,  he  trusted  that  they  would 
hare  the  assistance  of  the  noble  Marquess 
in  modelling  the  measure,  so  that  tlie 
frauds  committed  in  taking  tlie  areragea 
would  be  prevented. 

Lord  Fittff*rald  thought  ibe  whole  cha- 
racter of  the  proposition  of  the  noUe  V  iscou  nt 
(Viscoimt  Melbourne)  depended  upon  the 
degree  of  protection  which  shoold  bs 
afforded ;  and  as  ibere  was  nothing  da&> 
nitive  in  it  upon  this  point,  it  was  impoa- 
sible  to  discuss  the  proposition.  The  noble 
Viscount  stated  the  amonnt  of  ptolectioa 
which  be  would  afford  at  8*.,  bat  added, 
that  if  the  landed  interest  considered  that 
was  not  sulBcient,  a  larger  amonnt  of  pro- 
tection might  have  been  given.  The  noble 
Visconni  being  then  the  Firat  Minister  of 
the  Crown  made  this  admission  t  bet  bow 
conld  be  reconcile  Uiia  with  the  speoAes 
of  the  noble  Lords  by  whom  he  was  sop. 
ported,  some  of  them  being  in  fevowr  of^a 
complete  free-trade  in  corn  ?  Why,  with 
this  fact  before  them,  did  noble  Lords 
taunt  those  on  his  (the  Ministerial)  side 
with  supporting  the  present  bill  by  con- 
flicting argnments?  Hia  noUe  Friend 
(Lord  Mooleagle)  expresaed  it  as  bis  opi- 
nion, not  only  that  a  fixed  dnty  ooold  be 
mamtainad,  but  that  it  coald  be  main- 
taincd  with  the  consent  of  all  parties 
interested.  Did  his  noble  Friend  still 
continue  of  that  opinion  T  He  wonU  nsh 
his  noble  Friend  how  he  wonid  nwintain  a 
fixed  duty  under  tech  a  slate  of  circw^ 
stances  ss  existed  between  the  veara  1790 
and  ISOO.  When  the  Legidalnrs  bml 
almost,  as  it  were,  prohibited  the  oco- 
samptitm  of  wksaien  mad,  did  his  noUe 
Friend  think  the  OoverMaant  eoold  or 
oMgfai  to  maintain  a  fixed  d  My  T  There  wen 
tm  or  tbrst  other  poanle  wtueh  had  hess 
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urged  with  cootidenble  force  by  hia  noble 
Friend,  which  were  entitled  to  consider- 
&ble  weight.  His  noble  Friend  had  illuf- 
trkted  part  of  hit  argument  by  the  circnm- 
■tancee  under  which  Atnerica  had  been 
placed ;  and  hii  noble  Friend  bb  well  aa 
the  noble  £arl  who  bad  spoken  early  ia 
the  evening  had  dwell  upon  the  inequality 
of  tbe  laws  as  affecting  America,  com- 
pared with  other  states  with  which  this 
country  had  a  more  rapid  communication. 
His  noble  Friend  had  referred  in  pathetic 
terms  to  a  couvenation  he  bad  bad  with  a 
most  distinguished  man,  Mr.  Webster,  at 
a  period  when  America  was  in  debt  to  this 
country — when  she  was  panting  to  pay 
that  debt  and  desiring  to  liquidate  what 
sbe  owed  to  the  Biitiih  capitalist.  Hit 
noble  Friend  bed  stated  that  Mr.  Webster 
bad  mentioned  that  corn  was  uncut  in 
America,  which  under  other  laws  would 
liare  enabled  that  country  to  have  paid  her 
debt.  Migiht  he  ask  his  noble  Friend  at 
what  period  that  conrersation  took  place  ? 
He  believed  that  Mr.  WebsUr  visited  this 
country  in  1839  or  1840,  and  it  appeared 
that  in  those  very  years  1839,  1840,  and 
1S41,  the  ports  of  this  country  weie  open 
to  tbelimportation  of  American  corn,  and 
during  those  three  years  corn  was  every 
month  taken  out  for  home  consumption. 
He  remembered  that  in  the  last  lession  of 
Parliament  it  was  stated  by  a  noble  Lord 
in  that  House  that  a  complaint  had  been 
made  by  a  manufacturer  ia  this  country 
that  his  trade  was  interrnpted,  and  his  debt 
from  America  remained  unpaid,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  proprietor  of  corn^lands  in 
tnat  country  being  unable  to  £nd  assets, 
while  if  bis  com  had  been  allowed  to  come 
to  England  be  would  have  been  enabled 
to  pay  bis  debts.  In  answer  to  this, 
another  noble  Lord,  who  bad  since  pro- 
ceeded to  America  upon  as  honourable  a 
niuioD  as  could  be  confided  to  any  indi- 
vidual—be meant  Lord  Ashburton— ob- 
served, that  he  could  til  understand  the 
statement  made,  becanse,  though  it  cer- 
tatnly  might  have  been  more  convenient  to 
tbe  debtor  to  remit  bis  corn  to  tbis  coun- 
try at  tbe  value  he  placed  upon  it, 
yet,  at  ail  events,  be  might  have  sold  his 
com  and  got  lid  of  his  liability,  though  he 
might  not  have  been  able  to  have  remitted 
so  much.  It  must  have  produced,  if  sold, 
a  representative  value  which  might  have 
been  remitted  to  this  country,  and  have 
afforded  (with  all  respect  for  Mr.  Webster's 
Opinion)  some  means  for  getting  rid  of 


that  debt  which  America  professed  so  etr- 
neit  an  anxiety  to  pay.  Again,  it  was 
rather  remarkable  that  his  noble  t'riend 
opposite  should  have  forgotten  that  Ame- 
rica herielf  had  Corn-laws  in  force,  and 
that  while  she  complained  of  the  Corn- 
laws  of  this  country,  her  own  wheat-giow- 
ing  states  had  a  duly  of  8s.,  for  the  par- 
pose  of  keeping  ont  from  her  marteta 
Canadian  wheat!  In  the  Gist  place,  then, 
he  contended  that  it  would  not  have  been 
very  difficult  for  America  to  discharge  her 
obligations,  and  in  the  nest  place  that  tbe 
complaint  of  the  English  Com-laws  came 
with  a  very  bad  grace  from  those  who 
themselves  hod  an  8t.  dutjf  to  exclude 
wheat  grown  in  an  English  province. 
There  were  other  points  which  had  been 
urged  by  a  noble  Earl  who  bad  spoken 
early  in  the  night,  and  who  had  argued 
the  question  upon  grounds  entirely  of  a 
different  character,  but  upon  grounds  of 
an  important  character,  and  which  ought 
not  to  be  kept  out  of  sight  on  the  present 
occasion,  he  meant  the  great  commercial 
policy  of  this  question.  His  noble  Friend 
had  adverted  to  the  impolicy  of  tbis  coun- 
try excluding  the  produce  of  other  nations, 
and  had  argued  that  one  of  the  conse- 
quences must  he,  the  limitation  of  the  ex- 
ports of  British  manufactures  to  thoM 
countries.  But  Lis  noble  Friend  ought  to 
bear  in  mind  that  there  was  one  country 
in  Europe  from  which  England  took  ait 
the  produce,  except  corn,  it  was  able  and 
capable  of  sending.  From  Russia,  for 
example,  this  country  received  tallow  and 
other  produce  without  restriction  and  with- 
out restraint,  and  not  only  to  an  amount 
much  larger  than  they  received  from  Eng- 
land, but  it  so  happened  that  Kuuia  ma 
the  very  country  to  which  England  ex- 
ported least,  though  from  her  she  received 
the  most.  And  he  doubted,  with  respect 
lo  Russia,  seeing  that  England  took  so 
much  larger  a  portion  of  her  produce (haa 
she  sent  manufaclures  in  return,  whether 
the  admiuion  of  corn  from  Russia  would 
produce  any  larger  exportation  of  those 
manufactures  to  that  country.  That  must 
very  mnch  depend  on  the  commercial  po- 
licy of  other  countries  as  well  as  our  own. 
The  argument  of  his  noble  Friend  was* 
that  they  only  required  to  offer  a  steady 
trade  in  corn  at  a  fixed  duty  to  have  an 
almost  unlimited  accession  of  exptnts  to 
foreign  conntriet.  But  with  respect  to 
Russia,  he  must  say,  thai  looking  to  tba 
consular  returns  from  Riga,  there  appeand.. 
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little  teaton  to  luppote  th&t  there  would 
be,  at  least  for  Hme  time  to  come,  any 
srailable  increate  in  the  quantity  of  corn 
to  be  exported  to  thii  country,  and  cer- 
tainly not  at  the  present  prices,  while,  as 
be  had  already  stated,  our  exports  to  Rus- 
•ia  were  by  no  means  in  proportion  to  our 
imports  from  that  country.  The  noble 
Marquess  had  complained  of  the  noble 
Duice  in  stating,  that  under  the  present 
system  there  had  been  less  variation  in  the 
price  of  nheat  here  than  in  other  coun- 
tries ;  but  he  obserTed  from  a  return  which 
had  been  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  other 
House  of  Parliameot,  that  taking  Eng- 
land, Dantzic,  and  Rotterdam,  the  varia- 
tions  had  been  much  greater  in  the  two 
last  than  in  England,  so  that  the  noble 
Duke  was  perfectly  justified  in  his  slate- 
nent.  The  noble  Marquess  bad  asked  why, 
if  the  sliding-scale  were  applicable  to 
com,  it  should  not  equally  be  extended  to 
beef  and  other  articles  in  the  Uriff?  The 
■impla  answer  was,  that  beef,  cattle,  and 
other  articles  of  that  description  were  not 
subject  to  the  same  variations  with  corn, 
caused  by  the  vicissitudes  of  the  seasons. 
And  if  this  sliding-scale  were  applied  to 
cattle,  the  lowest  duty  would  attach  to  the 
dearest  animal.  The  noble  Marquess  had 
concluded  his  speech  by  protesting,  that  he 
did  not  uadersiaad  the  meaning  of  what 
was  called  a  remnneraling  price  to  the 
grower  of  corn.  Undoubtedly  it  was  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  define  what  was  a  re- 
munerating price,  and  how  much  of  it 
belonged  to  the  cultivator,  how  much  to 
the  landlord,  and  how  much  to  the  other 
parties  engaged  in  ihe  production  of  that 
article  of  sustenance ;  but  if  the  noble 
Marquess  admitted  that  any  protection  at 
all  should  be  given  to  agriculture,  the  same 
objection  applied  whether  a  fixed  duly  or 
a  sliding-acale  were  adopted.  Upon  the 
whole,  he  felt  a  strong  conviction  that  the 
interests  of  agriculture,  of  commerce,  and 
of  the  great  Iwdy  of  the  consumers  would 
be  better  promoted  by  the  adoption  of  the 
present  bill  than  by  any  other  proposition 
wbich  had  been  made,  and  he  therefore 
hoped  their  Lordships  wonld  support  it  by 
a  large  majority. 

TEbit  Lorddiips  divided  on  the  resolu- 
tion ;  Contents  present  49;  Proxies  23 — 
71:  Not  Contents  117;  ProxieadO:  207: 
Majority  136. 

Lilt  of  tha  CoMTEHTs. 
DDie*.  Somerset 

Norfolk  Sutherluid. 

VOL.LXII.    {Eaj 


Con  In^poriation  Sill.        801 


u&aquiSSES 

Worcester 

Deny. 

Anglesey 

BIB  on. 

Normsnby 
Clanricarde. 

Brougham 

Campbell 

Colbame 

Charletnoat 

CoiieDham 

Radnor 

Cloncurry 

Clarendon 

Portmsn 

Zelland 

Lovett 

FiuwilliBm 

Vy,,>„ 

Co*per 
Fingall 
FoTtescue 

Deoman 

Strafford 

Lovelace 

Camoyi 

Koseberv 
Uxbridge 

Potiiraora 
Kinnaird 
Dioorben 

Lilford 

Wrottesley 

Weolock 

BiauoM. 

Haiberton 

Durham 

DeFreyne 

El, 

Ljitleton. 

Pnxiet; 

Duat. 

VrSCOUBT. 

Sussex. 

BISBOP. 

Hereford. 

Carlisle 

BiaoHs. 

FiuhardiDge 

Bateroan 

llontingdon 

Foley 

Lei  trim 

De  Maule 

Gosford 

Sudeley 

MiDiO 

Leigh 

Selton 

Dormer 

Albemarle 

Bemers 

Craven 

Methueo 

Camperdown. 

Clifford 

Liit  of  the   NOT-COHTBKTS. 

AErasiSBOp. 

Londonderry 

Canterbury. 

Ormonde. 

BUSES. 

Cambridge 

Devon 

Beaufort 

Denbigh 

Marlboroueb 

Westmoriand 

Rulland 

Winchilsea 

tjuccleugh 

Sandwich 

Argyll 

Shaftesbury 

Newcastle 

Jersey 

Wellington 

Morton 

Buckingham 

Moray 

Cteveland. 

Home 

MjtHQnBSSr.S. 

Salisbury 

Dalhousie 

Abercom 

Selkirk 

Hertford 

Aberdeen 

Dowashire 

Oricoey 

Thomoad 

Hopeioun 

Ely 

Dartmouth 

Eseler 

Aylejford 
Warwick 

Camden 

2D 

Hardwkke        Digitized  by 

Google 


803 
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Bathunt 

Digby 

Beverler 

Liverpool 

Cadogan 

Malmeibuiy 

Egmont 

ClaDwilliam 

Mountcaihell 

LoDgTord 

Wicklow 

Clare 

Bandon 

RouljD 

Wilton 

Powis 

ChariefjUe 

Venilam 

St.  Gennani 

Bradfotd 

Eldon 

Soroers 
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Cawrtor 
Ripon 
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Maynard 

Gage 

Hawatden 
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Northumberland . 
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iJDCola 
Baogor 
Rocheiter 
Chichester 

LORDS. 

De  Roi 

Beaumont 

Willoughby  de  Broke 

St.  John 

Colrille 

Rolb 

Middleton 

Soudes 

Boston 

Walsingham 

Braybrooke 

BollOD 

BUyney 

Clonbrock 

Redesdale 

Sandyi 

CaaUemaiue 

Churchill 

Pnidhoe 

Cotch  eater 

RaTensworth 

Forester 

Bexley 

De  Tablej 

Feversham 

Fitigerald 

Tenterdeu 
Heytesbury 


Leven 
Balcarret 

Dontnore 

Seafield 

HarriogtOD 

Buckioghamihin 

EgremoDt 

Talbot 

Uantfield 

Coartonn 

EoniskilleD 
DoQoughmora 

Romney 

Limerick 

Mauven 

Lonadale 

Harronby 

Brownlow 

Glengatl 

DeOrey 

Amherst 

RanAirlf 


Hereford 

ArbuUinot 
Stnngfbtd 
Doneraite 

St.  Vincent 

Melrille 

Sidmouth 

Gort 

Ex  mouth 

Combermere. 

BISHOPS. 

St.  Asaph 

Cariiile 

Oxford. 

L0KD3. 

Ctim 


Satloun 

Sinclair 

DyoeTor 

Bagot 

Rodney 

Paired  oft. 
Earl  of  Kinnoul  Lord  Langdale 


Cutent 

Berwick 
MonUgu 
Bayning 
Wodehou»e 

Paiuhun 
Crofton 

Eilenborougfa 

Manners 

Hill 

Glenlyon 

Delam«r« 

GiSbrd 

WbamclilTe 

Cowley 

Stuart  de  Rathe:)aj 

Wallace 

Abinger 

Ashtnirlon 

KeuH. 


Earl  of  Comwallis 

Bad  of  Camarron 
LordRoty 
Lord  D«  L'lila 


Lord   Stanley  of  J 

Eari  of  Snflblk 
Lord  Hontfort 
Earl  of  EnoU. 

Their  Lordihipe  then  dirided  on  I^i 
Brough&m'a  flnt  reatJutioo;  when  th 
Dumbera  wen  —  Content*  9;  Not  Con 
tenta  96: — Majority  87. 

Lord  Brougfaun  theo  moved  fail  otb« 
resolution,  that  it  ig  inexpedient  an 
unmse  to  tax  the  importation  of  fbreigi 
corn  for  the  pnrpoaea  of  rvrenut. 

The  House  divided:  CnnteiitB6:  Not 
CooteoU  87  : — Majority  81. 

The  HouM  then  vent  into  committM 
pmformd,  and  resam«d.->Coinaittee  to 
■it  again  on  Thursday. 

House  adjonmad. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
TWfday,  April  19, 1842. 

HniiTTM.]     BiLu.     IhiUl»-.l*'  PbUohH  or  DMIk 
{Inmil  I  Oril  HO  Dmm)  (Inriaidji  TDfllB  BOA 

(Inlwd). 

Primally—V    Slof  Road. 


KlHOSCLERE   EVCLOBURE.]    Hr.  £a-    , 

ioucAere  brought  ap  the  repoil  of  tli< 
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KingieleTe  Enclonire  Bill.  Oo  the  qa«s- 
lion  thftt  the  amendment  n»de  by  the 
Comtniltee  be  now  read  a  second  time, 

Mr,  Godxm  laid,  tht  intention  of  this 
bill  WM  to  encloie  a  certain  tract  of  com- 
mon land.  A  limilar  measure  had  been 
before  the  Houe  fn  1834,  vhen  it  wa> 
defeated;  and,  luch  being  the  fact,  he 
begged  leave,  as  shortly  w  possible,  to 
advert  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 
The  common  fields  in  question  ronsiiteil 
of  1,700  acres,  and  a  few  rich  farmers  and 
others  nho  did  not  reside  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood,  but  who  would  be  bene- 
fitted  bj  it,  were  farourable  to  the  bill ; 
bnt  a  number  of  poor  persons,  he  WDuld 
say  tome  hundreds,  would  be  deeply  in- 
jured if  the  measure  were  passed  in  its 
present  form.  To  the  following  clause  he 
wished  to  call  the  particular  attention  of 
the  House,  as  being  in  his  opinion  most 
objeetionabla : 

'*  And  be  it  enacted,  lliat  all  encroichmenii 
and  encloaarei  which  shall  have  been  made  by 
any  person  from  or  upon  anj  part  ofthe  lands 
to  be  enclosed  within  twenl;  years  next  berore 
tbt  passing  of  this  act,  whether  any  aiaercia^ 
mant,  annual  rent,  or  any  money  payment  or 
Uknowladsment,  hath  or  hath  not  been  paid 
in  respect  of  the  same,  to  or  for  the  uie  of  the 
lord  of  the  soil  or  any  other  person,  shall  be 
d««nied  parcel  of  tlie  lands  to  be  enclosed,  and 
shall  be  divided,  allotted,  and  enclosed  ac- 
cordingly. Provided  slwayi,  that  it  shall  be 
lawfal  for  the  several  persons  who  shall  be  in 
posHision  of  any  such  eneroaehmeat  or  en- 
closura,  or  in  iha  reeeipt  of  the  rent  thereof, 
at  the  lime  of  the  passing  of  this  act,  to  lake 
down  and  remove  all  snch  buildings,  fences, 
and  other  erections  as  shall  then  be  thereon, 
and  to  convert  the  materials  thereof  to  their 
own  nte,  provided  snch  removal  take  place 
within  a  certain  time,  to  be  limited  by  the 
commissioner  fortbat  purpose,  by  a  notice  de- 
livered to  the  persons  respectively  in  posses- 
sion of  such  encroachments,  or  affixed  upon 
some  conspicuous  part  of  such  encroachment 
or  enclosure." 

Us  bad  read  this  cUdsa  to  the  Honse 
fbr  ihe  parpoae  oF  showing  how  unjust 
was  tho  principle  ob  which  ll  proceeded : 
for  nolbing  could  be  more  unjust  than 
that  the  lard  of  Ihe  manor  or  the  free- 
bolder  thonid  see  individuals,  from  time 
to  time,  eapendiDg  money  oo  the  ground, 
for  five,  ten,  or  perhaps  fifteen  years,  and 
then  turning  round  and  telling  them  that, 
because  ibey  had  not  held  it  for  twenty 
years,  it  sbould  be  taken  away  from  them 
and  enclosed;  this  Was  a  proceeding 
whiob,  ba  tboB|ht,  oti(h(  not  to  be  per- 
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The  people  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  have  a  portion  of  this  land  at  a  moder- 
ate price:  and  he  believed  that  in  the 
comtaitiee  on  the  Ormsby  Enclosure  Bill 
a  prnpoaition  of  that  nature  was  carried ; 
but  no  such  thing  was  to  be  found  in  this 
bill.  He  should,  therefore,  move  "that 
the  bill  be  recommitted." 

Sir  JV.  Heatkcote  said,  that  with  re- 
gard to  the  justice  of  the  clause  to  which 
allusion  bad  been  made,  he  dissented 
wholly  and  entirely  from  the  observations 
of  the  hon.  Member  who  had  just  sat 
down.  He  did  not  see  the  necessity  of 
drawing  a  distinction  in  this  case  other 
than  that  which  the  taw  of  the  lanil  had 
generally  laid  down,  which  required  a 
[losaession  of  twenty  years ;  and  he  could 
see  no  ground  for  giving  to  wrongdoers 
advantages  which  the  law  denied  to  them. 
With  respect  to  the  light  in  which  the 
measure  was  viewed,  he  begged  to  ob- 
serve, that  he  bad  presented  a  petition  in 
favour  of  the  enclosure  signed  by  200 
labourers.  Those  persons  knew  that  work 
end  employment  were  wanting  in  that 
neighbourhood,  and  they  felt  that  this 
measure  would  iintnediately  bring  a  con- 
siderable quuntityof  land  into  cultivation. 
He  had  also  presented  a  petition,  signed 
by  seventy-seven  individuals  of  the  higher 
class,  in  favour  of  the  bill,  which  they  ap- 
proved of  with  reference  to  its  general 
principle.  The  general  principle  of  tbe 
bill  bad  been  sanctioned  on  the  second 
reading.  It  was  thensent  to  a  eommiitee, 
where  there  were  two  pointi  to  be  consi- 
dered;—1st,  whether  the  preamble  had 
been  proved ;  and  id,  whether  tbe  clauses 
were  proper  for  carrying  out  the  abject 
contemplated  by  the  preamble.  The  com- 
mittee, after  due  inquiry,  were  unani- 
mously of  opinion  that  the  preamble  was 
proved,  and  that  the  clausea  were  proper. 
The  only  point  of  difference  arose  as  to  the 
reception  of  certain  evidence.  One  Mem- 
ber was  of  opinion  that  the  evidence  in 
question  should  ha  received  i  but  Ihe 
chairman  and  the  other  members  thoughi 
that  it  should  not.  Now,  he  woald 
take  upon  himself  to  say,  that  if  the 
cofflmittees  of  that  Honse  were  to  be 
guided  by  any  of  the  ordinary  rules  of 
evidence,  the  evidence  tendered  in  thii 
case,  and  refnsed,  roust  be,  and  was 
rightly,  rejected.  That  evidence  con- 
sisted of  a  copy  of  a  paper  that  had  been 
burnt  when  tbe  House  of  Commons 
was  destnncd  by  fir* }  a  copy  vf  »  ra* 
3DS 
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port  tliat  b>d  been  formeiW  made  by  a 
■uiveyor  on  thii  aubiect.    The  commiitee 


were  expected,  without  any  one  beiog 
called  to  prove  that  ihia  was  a  correct  copy 
of  the  report  laid  before  a  former  commit- 
tee, to  receive  it  at  ooce  a>  evidence.  With 
regard  to  the  course  taken  by  the  commit- 
tee on  that  point,  he  taw  noreaton  whatao- 
evei  for  altering  hii  opinion.  Then  the 
partiea  oppoied  to  the  meainre  ailced  for 
the  re -committal  of  the  report,  on  tlie 
ground  of  the  necessity  of  Turther  time 
being  allowed,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
them  10  bring  forward  evidence  in  support 
of  their  allegation!.  Now,  he  contended 
that  aufficient  time  had  been  allowed,  as 
would  appear  by  a  reference  to  the  pro- 
ceedings. The  Dill  wu  read  a  second 
time  in  February,  and  it  stood  for  com- 
mittal on  the  15th  of  that  month.  The 
committee  was  not  appointed  till  the  12ib 
of  April.  The  oppoaents  of  this  measure 
bad  all  that  interval  to  take  such  steps  as 
they  might  deem  necessary.  They,  how- 
ever, made  no  proposition  to  the  commit- 
tee for  (he  withdrawal  or  the  alteration  of 
aoy  classe,  but  objected  to  the  preamble 
altogether ;  and  they  now  came  forward 
on  the  ground  that  lime  had  not  been 

Siven  them  lo  do  justice  to  their  case.  If 
le  House  granted  further  time  on  such  a 
plea  aa  that  which  was  now  put  forward, 
then  they  would  have  every  bill,  after  its 
merits  bad  been  fully  discussed  and  fairly 
decided  in  committee,  subject  to  be  again 
opened  for  re-argument,  whenever  any 
party  chose  to  insist  oa  fresh  inquiry  be- 
cause some  difference  of  opinion  existed. 
Mr.  Brolherlon  said,  it  was  the  duty  of 
that  House  to  throw  its  shield  over  tlie^e 
poor  people.  In  1834,  it  appeared  so 
clearly  that  the  cottagers  would  be  injurtHJ 
by  the  measure  then  introduced,  that  it 
was  thrown  out.  In  1835  a  similar  mea- 
sure was,  he  believed,  abandoned.  It  wns 
now  made  matter  of  cha^  against  ihe>e 
poor  cottagers  that  they  had  not  employed 
counsel  tu  oppose  (he  bill.  But  where 
were  they  to  dod  money  for  that  purpose  ? 
From  all  the  circumstances  which  had 
come  under  his  observation  with  respect  to 
(his  case,  it  did  appear  to  him  that  it  had 
not  been  sufficient iy  inquired  into,  and 
therefore  the  report  ought  to  be  sent  back. 
The  committee  had,  it  appeared,  refused 
to  adjourn  a  day  or  two,  in  order  that  they 
might  procure  the  necessary  evidence  to 
authenticate  the  report  which  they  wished 
the  committee  to  take  into  consideration. 
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When  ill  the  circumstances  wen  looked 
into  he  conceived  that  the  House  was 
bound.before  they  agreed  to  s  bill  like  this, 
which  was  calculated  to  injure  many  poor 
peisons,  to  give  them  every  opportunity 
for  the  defence  of  their  just  interests.  If 
they  had  not  been  able  tooffer  an  effectual 


resistance  to  the  bill  on  account  of  their 
poverty,  that  was  the  very  reason  that 
ought  to  induce  the  House  lo  assist  them. 
Mr.  Labouchere  said.he  had  no  personal 
interest  whatever  in  this  matter,  but  as  he 
had  happened  to  be  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee be  wished  to  say  a  few  words  in  ex- 
planation of  his  opinions.  He  conceived 
that  the  measure  would,  generally. operate 
in  a  beneficial  manner.  It  should  be  ob- 
served that  the  place  proposed  to  be  en- 
closed was  not  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
any  great  town,  and  it  was  situated  in  « 
part  of  the  country  where  there  was  a  very 
great  want  of  employment.  The  land  in- 
tended to  be  enclosed  was  good  land,  capa- 
ble of  being  cultivated,  and  he  had  no 
doubt  whatever  that  the  interests  of  these 
poor  people  would  be  greatly  assisted,  in- 
stead of  neing  deteriorated  by  a  measure 
that  was  calculated  to  bring  that  land  into 
cultivation, and  of  thus  affording  additioani 
employment.  Certainly  they  would  reap 
more  beneGt  from  it  when  enclosed  than 
any  which  they  could  hope  lo  derive  from 
it  in  its  present  slate.  With  respect  to 
the  amendment  of  the  hon.  Member,  he 
saw  no  necessity  for  it.  The  question  bad 
been  already  fully  examined  ;  and  be  de- 
nied that  the  meoiure  tended  to  deprive 
any  individual  of  the  smallest  possible 
right  to  which  he  could  exhibit  a  just 
claim.  Persons  had  encroached  on  this 
common  ;  but  they  had  not  held  those  en- 
croachments for  twenty  years,  and  there- 
fore, they  could  advance  no  proper  claim 
lo  that  which  they  had  enclosed.  Those 
Gentlemen  who  supported  their  demand 
wished  to  give  to  them  a  legal  right,  which 
he  held  to  be  a  most  dangeioua  principle 
to  advance.  So  far  from  those  peiaons 
having  any  jual  right  to  complain,  he  coo- 
tended  that  it  was  perfectly  competent,  at 
any  moment,  for  tne  lord  of  the  manor 
to  proceed  against  them,  and  lo  eject 
them,  they  not  having  been  in  poasession 
of  the  ground  encroached  upon  for  twenty 
years.  He,  therefore,  did  not  conceive 
that  they  were  inflicting  any  hardship  on 
those  parties  which  the  law,  if  it  were  put 
<u  force,  would  not  also  inflict.  The  bill 
then  before  the  House  provided  for  them  ^ 
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Bi  far  M  it  pouibly  could,  by  indemnifying 
them  for  any  expense  wliich  tliey  might 
have  incurred.  But  it  went  no  Turlher 
than  the  law  went,  end  very  properly  re- 
futed 10  give  thoM  people  a  freehold  where 
previously  they  had  none. 

Lord  G.  Somertet  was  of  opinion  that 
the  House  ought  not  to  agree  to  the 
amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Kid- 
derminster. The  righti  and  claims  of  the 
parties  had  been  fairly  and  properly  con- 
sidered. Everything  ihey  had  to  allege  in 
support  of  their  case  had  been  heard,  and 
as  the  matter  had  been  before  the  House 
repeatedly,  they  coutd  not  justly  say  that 
they  were  unprepared.  They  certainly 
had  not  made  out  to  his  mind  such  a  case 
of  hardship  as  called  on  that  House  to 
interfere  with  the  report  of  the  commi 

Mr.  Fieldem  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
parties  complaining  ought  to  be  allowed 
(o  be  fully  heard.  It  was  the  especial 
duty  of  the  House  to  protect  individuali 
■itnated  as  these  poor  people  were.  Hi 
saw  very  good  grounds  for  sendinz  thi 
report  bacV  to  the  committee.  Those 
who  resided  at  a  distance  from  the  place 
were,  he  believed,  likely  to  derive  advan- 
tage from  this  measure,  but  those  who 
lived  on  the  spot  would,  on  the  contrary, 
be  seriously  injured  by  it. 

The  Honsedivided  on  the  question  that 
the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand 
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Darby,  G. 
DenisoD,  E.  B. 
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Parker,  J, 
Patten,  J.W. 
Philips,  M. 
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Ponsonby,  hon.  C.  F. 

A.C. 
Price,  R. 
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Reade,  W.  M. 
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Howard,  hon.  H. 
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Hull,  W, 
Jrton,  S. 

James,  Sir  W.  C. 
Johnson,  W.  G. 
Johnston,  A. 
Kemble,  H. 
Lambton,  H. 
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Lockhart,  W. 
Lowiher,  J.  H. 
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Mackenzie,  W.  F. 
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Miles,  W. 
Milcalfe,  H. 
Mundy,  E.  M. 
Murray,  C.  R.  S. 
O'Brien,  A.  S, 
Ord,  W. 
Packe,  C.  W. 


Shirley,  E.  P. 
Sibthorp,  Col. 
Smith,  A. 
Sotnerset,  Lord  G. 
Stuart,  W.  V. 
Sutton,  hon.  H.  M. 
Thesiger,  F. 
Thompson,  Mr.  Aid, 
Towneley,  J. 
Trench,  Sit  F.  W. 
Trollope,  Sir  J. 
Trotter,  J. 
Tufuell,  H. 
Vane,  Lord  H. 
Vere,  Sir  C.  B. 
Verner,  Col. 
Vernon,  G.  H. 
Waddingion.H.S. 
Wall,  C.  B. 
Wawn,  J.  T. 
WiUhere,  W. 
Winnington.SirT.E. 
Wood,C. 
Worsley,  Lord 
Worlley,  hon.  J,  S. 
Wyndbam,  Col.  C. 
Yorke,  hon.  E.  T. 

TELLE  as. 
Labouchere,  n.  hn.  H. 
lleathcote.  Sir  W. 


lUtoftheNoM. 


BaskerTille,T.  B.  M. 
Bow  ring.  Dr. 
Butler,  hon.  Col. 
Crawford,  W.  S. 


Elphinstone,  I 
Fietden,  J. 
Harris,  J.  Q. 


Muntx,  0.  F. 
Murphy,  F,  S. 
Bundle,  J. 
Scott,  R, 
Thomely,  T. 
Williams,  W. 

BroUierion,  J. 


Amendment  read  a  second  time,  and 
agreed  to.    Bill  to  be  eogrossed. 

SouTBWAttK  Improvement  (No.  2) 
Bill.]  Lord  /.  Manners  moved  the  third 
reading  of  the  Southwark  [roprovemenis 
Bill  (No.  2.) 

Bill  read  a  third  time.  D  gitized  by 
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Mr.  R.  Palmer  moved  the  follovring 
clause  to  be  added  as  a  rider  to  the  bill, 

"  And  be  it  eoactH,  Ihat  eveiy  leswe  for 
lives  of  Church  property,  purchued  miei  this 
Acl,  shall  recfiive  conpensalioo  froiajhe  Com- 
misaioDen  for  the  loss,  injuiy.  or  dainage  hD 
■hall  sustain  on  accoaot  of  his  oeing  deprived 
of  the  usual  aud  accustomed  exuectalion  of 
renewal,  or  succesaive  renewals,  of  any  subsist- 
ing estate  or  iuterett  in  any  laodi  oi  premises 
required  for  the  purpose  gf  tliis  Aci;  and  thai 
for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  amount  of  Ihc 
compensation  to  be  paid,  the  powers  and  pro- 
visions in  this  Act  applicable  to  selttiuK  oi 
ajuessing  of  Other  cases  of  compensatioo,  shall 
apply  and  extend  to  compenstttion  under  this 
section. 

Claase  read  a  first  time. 

On  the  question  that  the  clause  be  read 
a  second  time. 

Lord  O.  Soinerset  said,  the  House  per- 
haps was  not  aware  of  the  important  prin- 
ciple involved  in  the  clause  moved  by  the 
hon.  Member,  and  on  that  account  he 
thought  that  ihey  should  not  be  called 
upon  to  adopt  or  reject  it  without  further 
consideration.  He  should,  therefore,  pro- 
pose, that  the  debate  be  adjourned  for  a 
few  daya,  and  thai  the  claase  be  printed 
with  the  votes. 

Mr,  R  Palmer  would  at  once  acquiesce 
in  the  proposition  of  the  noble  Lord. 

Sir  R.  Inglis  said,  he  should  oppose  the 
adjournment,  as  it  would  only  have  the 
effect  of  raising  the  whole  question  upon 
church  leases  in  reference  to  a  private  and 
local  act.  A  similar  clause  to  the  one 
now  moved  was  introduced  into  the  Faro- 
ham  Rectory  and  the  Southwark  Im- 
provements (No.  1.)  Bills,  and  what  was 
the  consequence  ?  lliat  both  those  mea- 
sures were  abandoned.  If  the  hon.  Mover 
wished  for  the  decision  of  the  House  upon 
the  sabjeci,  he  could  ask  it  in  a  more 
formal  manner;  hut  let  him  not  endeavour 
to  establish  a  proposition  by  adding  to  a 
private  bill  a  clause  which  indirectly  went 
further  than  was  connected  with  the  bill. 

Lord  G.  Sonumt  moved  that  the  de- 
bate bij  adjourned  until  that  day  ■e'nnigfil. 

Motion  a{creed  to.^ 

Debate  adjourned. ' 

Colonial  Emigration.]  Mr.  P.  M. 
Slewart  wished  to  put  a  question  to  the 
noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies, 
on  ft  subject  of  great  importance  to  this 
couQtryaswell  at  to  our  different  colonies — 
that  of  emigration.  He  was  intrusted  with 
petitions  from   many  hundfeds,  he  tnight 


■ay  thousands  of  peraons,  who  were  unahls 
to  obtain  employment  in  this  country,  aod 
who  were  extremely  anxious  to  seek  «n- 
ploymeat  in  our  ooloniea,  if  tbcy  could 
gain  the  means  of  transporting  themisUea 
to  those  colonies.  Those  peraoiia  had 
heard  that  the  demand  for  labour  in  the 
colonies  was  very  extensive,  and  that  tlw 
rate  of  remuneration  was  at  a  tempting; 
height,  compered  with  that  which  tbej 
had  any  chanceof  obtaining  at  home.  Hs 
hoped  his  noble  Friend  would  give  explicit 
answers  to  two  questions  which  be  would 
propose.  He  wished  to  know  first,  whe- 
ther it  was  tnie  that  there  was  in  the  ooIcn 
niei  a  great  demand  for  labour,  and  that 
high  remo  Derating  wages  were  given ;  and 
whether  there  wax  an  intention  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  to  afford  any 
fsoitities  in  the  means  of  transport  to  per- 
sona deairoas  of  emigrating  from  this 
country  to  Our  colonies? 

Lord  Stanley  said,  no  one  could  enter- 
tain a  higher  sense  than  he  did  of  the 
importance  of  the  qneitiona  which  had 
been  proposed  by  the  hon.  Gentleman; 
and  he  trusted  he  should  obtain  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House,  if  he  gave  a  somewbat 
detailed  reply  to  those  qaeitiooi.  Tbe 
first  inquiry  of  tbe  bon.  Gentleman  wnt, 
whether  there  now  prevailed  in  our  v». 
rious  colonies  an  extensive  demand  for 
a  number  of  emigrants  who  m^ht  ob- 
tain high  remunerating  wages  ?  Al- 
though he  was  aware  that  it  was  a  deli- 
cate matter  for  a  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment  to  state  his  opinion  as  to  the  com- 
parative demand  for  labour  which  exirted 
at  any  particnlar  time  in  different  pones- 
sions  of  the  Crown,  he  thought  it  was  right 
that  no  misunderstanding  should  be  allowed 
to  prevail  on  a  subject  of  such  high  im- 
portance, especially  at  this  season  of  the 
year,  to  a  laige  portion  of  the  labouring 
population  of  the  country.  He  would,  in 
replying  to  the  question  of  tbe  hon. 
Gentleman,  leave  out  of  consideration  our 
West-India  colonies,  and  confine  bis  re- 
marks to  our  Australian  and  North  Ame- 
rican  colonies.  For  the  last  few  years  the 
rule  had  been  to  apply  very  constderaUa 
portion!  (rf  tbe  iusBi  derived  from  ifae  sale 
of  land  in  those  colonies  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  emigration.  In  Bonw  cases  ihese 
sums  were  applied  under  the  dirvctioD  of 
the  Government  at  home,  and  in  other 
I  under  the  direction  of  the  local 
Governments  of  the  colonies,  tickeis 
being  iaiued  to  shipowners  for  tbe  ewi*    ; 
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nytBce  of  emigraats,  od  trboae  Bniral 
in  ihe  coloniei  a  stipnlated  lam  «u 
granted.  He  b»d  been  informed  by  bis 
noUe  Friend  who  preceded  him  is  the 
C<4iHital<office  (Lord  J .  Ruull),  that  there 
irara  ouUtandiag  bouDty  orders  for  the 
coovejaitee  of  emigranU  to  the  cdony 
of  New  South  Walet,  afailible  for  two 
jein  from  November,  1840,  applying  to 
from  40,000  to  50,000  emigniDU,  and 
involTing  an  expeoM  —  auppMing  thej 
were  all  acted  upon — of  from  800,000^  to 
000,000/.  He  had  felt  it  hia  duty  to 
ftdopt  stringent  legnlationi  for  checking 
tiiia  Intern.  He  had  received  a  commn- 
nicatiOD  from  the  Gorernor  of  New  South 
Walea,  atating,  that  ia  GODae^uenoe  of  the 
great  Dnmber  of  emigrants  inlrodaced,  a 
bearj  amount  of  debt  bad  been  entailed 
apon  ibe  colony,  and  entreating thatstepa 
might  be  taken  to  prevent  an  enormouB 
inflaz  of  immigianta,  which  might  be 
productive  of  most  leiiona  resalu.  Daring 
last  year  the  number  of  emigrants  to  New 
Sbnth  Walea  was  32,750.  When  com- 
mnnkstions  were  received  from  the  Go- 
venof,  12,750  of  those  emigrants  bad 
arrived  in  the  colony,  and  10,000  were  on 
their  passaRe.  This  influx  of  immigrants 
would  invMve  the  colony  in  debt  to  the 
MMMOt  of  111,000/.  The  Governor  stated 
that,  nen  before  the  10,000  emigrants  had 
aifivcd  in  the  colony,  there  was  no  demand 
tot  labour,  but,  on  the  contrary,  there  was 
»  difiiculty  in  obtaining  empbymenL  He 
tboogbt  it  right  to  make  this  statement 
publicly,  that  the  labonriog  clasaes  might 
be  aware  of  the  true  state  m  the  case ;  for 
if  cantal  did  not  emigrate  in  proportion 
to  labourt  those  who  sought  emi^oyment 
in  the  colonies  might  involve  themselves 
in  more  calamitoas  distress  than  that 
whtcb  tbey  snfiered  here.  He  believed 
the  stala  of  ifaiogs  to  which  be  had  referred 
as  existing  in  New  South  Wales  was  not 
pennaaeot ;  it  was  probably  only  tem- 
pnary.  It  arose  from  the  almost  entire 
cessation  of  the  land  sales  a  short  time 
Iwck,  which  had  produced  embarrassments 
in  the  colony;  and  he  believed  that  emi- 
gration to  that  country  might  be  very 
efficiently  conducted,  if  its  amount  was 
duly  Isolated.  Tlte  Governor  had  sUted, 
that  ks  considered  that  the  colony— the 
popnlatioa  of  which  was  130,000— was 
capaUa  of  lecMving  anoually  from  8,000 
to  10,000  immigrants  with  great  advantage. 
During  last  year,  however,  as  he  had 
filled,  th«  Bonber  of  iounignuUi  into  that 
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colony  was  nearly  33,000,  more  than 
doable  the  number  which  the  Governor 
considered  ought  to  be  introduced.  He 
could  not,  therefore,  on  the  part  of  Gt^ 
vemment— even  if  they  had  funds  at  their 
disposal,  which  they  had  not — recommend 
the  encour^ement  of  eztenuvs  emigration 
on  the  part  of  the  labouring  classes.  Emi- 
gration to  Van  Diemen's  Land  was  now 
conducted  to  a  considerable  extent ;  and 
during  the  last  year  about  1,500  immi> 
grants  had  entered  that  colony.  The 
colony  of  Western  Australia  possessed 
very  limited  capacity  for  receiving  immi- 
grants, though  he  believed  it  was  in  a 
prosperous  state.  The  demand  for  labour 
was  to  the  amount  of  150  to  200  emi- 
grants i  and  preparations  were  already 
made  for  sending  out  that  number.  He 
need  scarcely  say,  that  South  Australia 
bad  [during  the  last  year  been  in  a  very 
diiaatrous  condition;  the  land  sales  had 
ceased,  and  the  financial  affairs  of  the 
colony  were  in  a  deplorable  state.  The 
population  was  14,000  or  15,000:  and 
owing  to  the  abandonment  of  Government 
works,  and  the  enormous  sxpenditure 
which  had  bean  indulged  for  some  time 
and  had  given  a  false  appearance  of  pros- 
perity having  ceased,  1,200  persons  in  that 
colony  were  actually  living  as  paupers, 
maintained  at  the  public  expense.  He 
could  not  speak  witn  confldence  of  the 
colony  of  New  Zealand.  He  believed  that 
if  a  sum  of  10,000/.  or  1 2,000/.  was  avail- 
able for  the  transport  of  emigrants.  New 
Zealand  offered  a  better  prospect  than  any 
of  our  colonies  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe 
of  affording  employment  to  the  labouring 
classes ;  hnt  he  spoke  only  of  present 
appearances,  aad  gave  no  opinion  as  to  its 
permanent  prosperity.  He  abstained  from 
expressing  any  opinion  as  to  thoa  settle 
meats  in  New  Zealand  wliich  were  under 
the  man^ement  of  the  New  Zealand  Com- 
pany, and  who  were  the  best  Judges  of  the 
proportions  of  labour  to  capital  which 
would  be  most  suitable  to  their  own  set- 
tlement. He  had  recently  been  led  to 
think  that  a  greater  number  of  immigrants 
had  been  introduced  into  some  of  those 
setdements  than  was  warranted  by  the 
amount  of  capital  employed,  and  the  con- 
sequent means  of  labour  afforded.  The 
case  of  the  North  Aoisrican  colonies  dif- 
fered entirely  from  that  of  those  to  which 
he  had  been  alluding.  In  the  North 
American  colonies  the  Government  had 
not  any  fondi,  not  meant  of  raising  fuadif 
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which  could  be  applied  to  the  purposes  or 
emigrattOD.  The  proceeds  of  the  land 
sales  were  paid  over  to  the  local  Legisla- 
ture, and  it  rested  with  the  local  Legisla- 
tures aloue  to  decide  whether  any  portion 
of  those  proceeds  should  be  devoted  to  the 
purposes  of  emi^ation.  He  believed,  that 
at  this  time  those  colonies  eihibited  a  ver; 
favourable  prospect  of  affording  emploj- 
ment  to  ^eat  numbers  of  the  labouring 
class  of  emigreois.  The  result  of  ei- 
perieoce  proved,  that  the  least  extent 
of  hardship  and  difficulty  wm  suttaioed 
by  emigraats  who  went  out  to  those 
colonies  early  in  the  year,  and  vho 
had  thus  an  opportunity  of  obtaining 
employment  during  the  summer,  and  of 
establishing;  themselves  in  the  colonies. 
He  would  recommend  emigrants  to  apply 
for  advice  and  assistance  to  the  Govern- 
ment emigration  agent  at  the  port  at 
which  they  arrived,  for  though  the  agent 
could  not  afford  them  any  pecuniary  aid, 
ha  would  be  enabled  to  give  them  infor- 
matioo  as  to  the  best  means  of  obtaining 
employment,  and  on  other  subjects,  which 
might  prove  extremely  useful,  especially 
as  emigrants  of  the  labonring  class,  who 
arrived  late  in  the  summer  or  autumn, 
were  frequently  quite  tinprepared  to  en- 
counter the  severity  of  a  Canadian  winter, 
and  consequently  suffered  great  distress. 
He  thought  it  right,  while  alluding  to 
emigration  to  Csnada,  to  inform  his  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  P,  Stewart}  that,  though  the 
general  condition  and  prospects  of  tlie 
emigrants  who  went  out  last  year  had 
been  favourable,  the  class  which  had 
suffered  the  greatest  hardships  and  priva- 
tions was  the  weavers  from  Paisley  and 
Glasgow,  who  were  not  accustomed  to 
out-door  labour.  Although  such  persons 
were,  in  the  end,  likely  to  be  most  valuable 
settlers,  they  were  in  the  first  instance 
exposed  lo  great  hardships.  He  hoped 
he  had  given  a  full  answer  to  the  questions 
proposed  by  the  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  P.  M.  Stewart  thanked  the  noble 
Lord  for  the  infornialton  he  had  afforded 
the  House  on  the  subject  of  emigration. 
With  respect  lo  the  observation  of  the 
noble  Lord  in  allusion  to  the  weavers  of 
Glasgow  and  Paisley,  he  could  assure  the 
noble  Lord  that  many  of  those  persons 
were  accustomed  to  oat-door  employ- 
ment. 


{COMMONS} 


Arnadt  Tkoop3   iir 
Sowring  said,  laat  jear  i 


Stria.]    Dr. 
^Rt  oumber 


in  Syria.  916 

of  irre^nlar  Arnaut  troops  were  statiorted 
in  Syria,  and  were  guilty  of  such  gross 
outrages  that  representations  were  made 
to  the  Porte,  which  led  to  their  with- 
drawal, ft  was  now  rumoured  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  Turkish  Govern- 
ment to  send  a  body  of  these  troops  into 
Syria,  to  occupy  the  fortresies  along  the 
coast ;  and  be  wished  to  know  if  her 
Majesty's  Government  had  received  any 
information  on  the  subject. 

Sir  R,  Peel:  Besides  the  question 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  spoke 
last  has  put  to  me,  the  gallant  Commo- 
dore on  the  other  side  has  given  a  notice ; 
and  perhaps  thoae  two  hon.  Members  and 
the  House  will  think  it  convenient  that  E 
should  give  an  answer  which  may  suffice 
to  supply  the  information  which  both  bon. 
Members  require.  The  questions  which 
have  been  put  on  this  occasion  are  such 
as  I  should  not  have  thought  it  necessary 
or  fitting  to  answer  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances i  but  I  am  sure  the  House 
will  feel  that  I,  as  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown,  am  placed  in  circumstances  of 
rather  an  anomalous  kind.  It  must  be 
well  known  to  every  one  present  that 
Syria  and  the  Porte  stand  in  relation  lo 
each  other  in  a  very  peculiar  position ; 
and  f  am  sore  the  House  will  also  agrM 
with  me  that  nothing  could  be  more  im- 
politic than  for  us  to  interfere  in  the 
domestic  Brraugements  of  any  foreign 
state :  but  still  it  is  not  altogether  in- 
expedient  that  I  should  say  a  few  words 
in  reply  to  the  questions  which  have  been 
put.  One  of  them  is  this— Doet  the 
Porte  employ  a  certain  description  of 
force  in  Syria?  Does  the  Porte  em- 
ploy a  ceriain  officer  in  Syria?  Id 
the  first  place,  I  need  hardly  remind  the 
House  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  for 
me  to  undertake  the  administration  of 
affairs  in  Syria.  And  if  it  were  prac- 
ticable, I  must  be  allowed  lo  say,  that  it  ii 
task  above  all  others  open  to  various  and 
insuperable  objections.  To  attempt  any 
thing  of  the  sort  would  be  at  once  to 
paralyse  the  authority  of  the  Porte,  and 
to  make  us  wholly  responsiUe  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  public  affairs  in  that  part 
of  the  world.  I  am  quite  sore  the  Honse 
will  agree  with  me  that  we  are  bound  in 
a  most  especial  degree  to  guard  against 
the  admission  of  the  principle  that  we 
have  anything  to  do  with  the  domestic 
affairs  of  Turkey;  but,  nevertheless,  t 
RBdllyRckaoffledgethittbaboR,  MasBbff  > 
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aod  the  gallant  Officer  oppoiite  were  per< 
fecii;  JDitified  in  puiting  the  queitmns 
which  they  did.  The  information  (hut 
the  gallant  Commodore  requires  relates  to 
the  employment  of  a  certain  ofBcer,  Omar 
Pacha,  b?  the  Porte  ai  governor  of 
Lebanon,  The  gallant  Officer  haa  asked 
whether  the  Turkish  government  have 
made  Ifaat  appointmeDt  and  refused  to 
cancel  it.  Now,  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
Btate  that  the  appointment  of  that  officer 
was  a  moit  improper  appointment.  The 
ground  upon  which  I  answer  the  questioit 
of  the  gallant  Commodore  is  this : — That 
during  the  Syrian  campaign  assurances 
were  given  by  the  Porte  to  the  British 
authorities  upon  the  subject  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Lebanon,  which  gave  lo  those 
authorities  a  claim  to  the  intervention  of 
the  British  Government  to  see  that  the 
engagements  of  the  Porte  were  fulfilled. 
The  British  Government  has  accordiagty 
remonstrated  with  the  Porte  against  the 
continuance  in  office  of  Omar  Pacha, 
There  ate  circumstances  in  the  life  of  that 
officer  which  make  his  appointment  a 
very  unwarrantable  one.  Assurances  had 
bem  received  from  the  Porle  that  Omar 
Pacha  should  be  removed,  and  that  some 
other  artangeraeat  should  be  made  for  the 
ftdminiitraiion  of  the  affiiirs  of  Lebanon. 
As  to  the  question  put  by  the  hot).  Gen- 
tleman opposite,  respecting  the  despatch 
of  troops  by  the  Porte  to  Syria,  I  have 
only  to  state,  that  on  the  6th  of  April 
instructions  were  sent  to  Sir  Stratford 
Canning,  our  Ambassador  at  the  Porle, 
desiring  him  to  represent  to  the  Govern- 
ment at  Constantinople  oor  strong  con- 
vklioD  that  nothing  but  evil  and  confusion 
could  result  from  the  sending  of  Albanian 
troops  to  Syria;  but,  in  anticipation  of 
those  instructions.  Sir  Stratford  Canning, 
wiUioat  waiting  for  authority  from  home, 
had  earnestly  deprecated  the  employment 
of  those  troops  in  Syria,  and  he  received 
an  annrance  that  they  would  not  be  em- 
ployed in  the  interior  of  the  country ; 
that  they  should  be  con6aed  to  ^riison 
duty,  and  not  sent  up  into  Lebanon ;  that 
tbeir  services  would  be  limited  as  much 
as  possible  to  St,  Jean  d'Acre,  and  other 
towns,  and  that  the  people  of  Lebanon 
would  be  protected  from  them.  I  am 
bound  to  say,  it  was  stated  to  our  Minister 
at  the  Porte  that — 

"  It  was  with  asloniibmcDt  and  deep  con- 
cern we  beard  of  the  employment  of  Alnanian 
tfwpi  ^  tlu  Porte  to  Syria,  ud  that  it  was 


Lhougbt  by  her  Msjesiy'i  Oovemment  moit 
eaiential  that  the  Sultan's  pleasure  sliould  Im 
taken  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  aod 
taken  in  connexion  with  our  represenlation  on 

this  subject." 

Feeling  aa  we  did  great  alarm  at  the 
possibility  of  a  repetition  of  the  scenes 
which  have  occurred,  we  thought  it  our 
duty  to  lose  no  time  in  addressing  a  strong 
representation  to  the  Porte,  for  we  con- 
ceived that  putting  an  end  to  such  a  state 
of  thiogs  was  essential  to  the  tranquillity 
of  Syria,  and  the  welfare  of  Turkey. 

Mdmicipal  Cob po rations.]  idi.Hutt 
n»e  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  from  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  whether  he  was 
prepared  to  lay  before  the  House  any  in- 
formation respecting  the  administration  of 
justice  in  boroughs  since  the  passing  of  the 
Municipal  Corporations  Act. 

Sir  /.  Graham  replied,  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  given  notice  of  a  motion 
UD  the  subject  of  the  manner  in  which 
magistrates  were  appointed  in  municipal 
corpontdons,  and  that  would  affitrd  a  con- 
venient opportunity  for  replying  to  the 
question  which  the  hon.  Member  now  put. 
He  would  have  been  prepared  to  give  to 
that  question  a  fitting  reply  if  the  hon. 
Member  had  furnished  nim  with  any 
previous  intimation  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
question.  For  the  notice  of  motion  which 
the  hon.  Member  bad  given,  he  was  greatly 
indebted  to  him.  This  day  fortnight,  when 
that  notice  came  under  consideration,  he 
should  perhaps  be  prepared  to  give  him  a 
reply  to  the  question  which  had  now  been 
put. 

Mr.  AglUmfy  sud,  that  certain  com- 
plaints hod  been  forwarded  to  the  Home- 
office,  and  he  wished  to  know  whether 
they  might  expect  to  have  those  laid  on 
the  Table  of  the  House  ? 

Sir  /.  Qrnham  observed,  that  it  might 
be  more  agreeable  to  the  hon.  Member  than 
useful  to  the  public  that  papers  impugnine 
the  conduct  of  the  Home  Secretary  should 
be  laid  upon  the  Table  of  that  House ;  but 
of  this  he  could  assure  him,  that  nothing 
should  be  withheld  which  could  with  pro- 
priety be  communicated, 

Mr.  Hull  said,  he  did  not  ask  what  com- 
plaints had  been  made  against  the  tight 
hon.  Baronet — his  quesUon  merely  related 
to  the  manner  in  which  justice  had  been 
administered  in  boroughs  since  the  piunng 
of  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act 

Sr  J.  Grakami  If  the  b      " 
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vade  ft  notMUi  it  should  nean  the  fullest 
stlenbon— if  he  moved  for  ntunu,  thej 
Aould  be  granted  ai  fUUj  i>  was  coDuMent 
with  the  public  intereat — and  if  he  put  a 
sped&c  queition,  he  should  recdre  a  wpea&e 

Mr.  AgUombtf  b^ged  to  explain,  he  never 
meant  to  expiesi  a  wish  for  the  production 
of  complaints  against  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  He  merely  lefened  to  cam|daints 
agaiut  the  syitent. 

Ihcoms*Tix  (Ibkuiid).3  Mr.  0'  Om- 
neU  wished  to  know  from  the  right  hon. 
Banmet  opponte  whether  the  salaries  of 
the  Idd  judges,  which  were  paid  out  of 
the  cotuwdated  fiind,  were  to  be  made 
liable  to  the  IncomC'tax  i 

Sir  R.  Feel :  I  am  not  yet  quite  pre- 
pared to  state  to  the  House  what  may  be 
done  with  reference  to  the  salaries  of  public 
officers,  and  therefore  I  have  to  request 
thata  locus  ptniitniia  may  he  allowed  me ; 
hut  I  can  venture  to  say  that,  with  respect 
to  all  appointments  in  Ireland  of  a  perma- 
nent  nature  requiring  that  the  hdaen  of 
them  should  be  stationary  in  that  country, 
the  Income-tax  is  not  to  be  charged.  With 
respect  to  those  public  functioiiari^  who 
are  not  statiouary,  they  are  to  be  liable  to  the 
Incom^tax.  lius,  a  commisaioQet  of  cus- 
toms might  have  to  pay  the  tax  though 
resident  in  Ireland,  while  an  Irish  judge 
would  not  be  liable. 

Ipswich  Electiox  CoHHnTEK.1  Hr, 
IfasoK  nae,  pursuant  to  notice,  for  the 
purpose  <tf  calling  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  injustice  practised  by  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Ipswich  Election  Committee, 
in  the  difierent  conduct  pursued  by  tbem 
towards  the  witnesses  before  them,  as  soch 
wittKSKa  happen  to  give  evidence  for  or 
l^ainat  the  political  party  to  which  the 
maJOTity  belong. 

The  Speaker  i  The  motion  (^  the  hon. 
Member  ia  in  aU  temecta  so  inwular  and 
ao  unparliamentary,  that  I  have  uioudit  it 
necessary  at  race  to  inteifeie  and  8t<^ 
Ibe  hon.  Member.  His  motion  implies  a 
cenauce  upon  the  conduct  of  a  committee 
which  is  nil  sitting.  It  is  ccotrary  to  tlte 
rules  of  proceeding  in  this  House  to  arraign 
the  conmut  of  any  committee  unril  aStet  it 
makes  ita  rnort,  and  it  is  in  the  highest 
degree  inegular  to  allude  to  ita  proceedin^p 
in  the  manner  ^popmei  by  the  hoo.  Mem- 
ber; and  I  wuh  to  put  it  to  Uie  bmL 
Member  that  the  comintttee  to  which  his 
wtioa  refsn  imdi  ia  »  peculiarly  inde- 


pendent position  towards  this  House. 
prooeedings  are  conducted  aader  an  stt 
Parliament  to  try  the  merits  of  a  oast 
verted  election.  It  ia,  therefore,  de 
not  decorous  to  allude  to  th»  cxniduci 
Members  composing  that  committee. 

Mr.  tVasOK  add,  that,  of  course^  it  < 
his  duly  to  bow  implicitly  to  the  decis 
of  the  Chair  j  but  he  thought  be  bad  su 
ciently  guarded  himself  by  the  temu  of 
notice,  and  he  wished  to  add,  that  he  • 
not  intend  to  conclude  with  anj  inotl< 
All  thai  he  wanted  to  do  waa  to  coll  t 
attention  of  the  House  to  that  which 
conceived  to  be  a  breach  of  privil^e. 

Mr.  PakingtoH  greatly  r^r^tted  that  t 
forms  of  Parliament  rendered  it  imposail 
for  the  hon.  Member  to  bring  forward  tl 
motion  of  which  he  had  given  notice,  at 
therefore  prevented  his  repelling  with  tl 
utmost  indignation  the  calumnious  and  ut 
founded  charge  which  such  a  motion  ii 
▼olred.  It  was  his  painAil  duty  to  presid 
over  the  proceedings  of  a  court  which  ha 
to  invesdffate  the  manner  in  which  the  lat 
Ipswich  dection  had  been  carried  on,  and 
though  on  account  of  the  formal  objectiot 
stated  from  the  Choir,  such  a  motion  conk 
not  be  entertained ;  the  committee  courted 
investigation,  and  they  did  most  earnestly 
hope  that  at  some  fnture  period  an  oppor- 
tunity would  be  afforded  them  ot  vindi- 
cating their  own  conduct  and  motives  by 
allowing  the  hon.  Member  to  bring  forward 
his  modim.  He  thought  it  right  to  add, 
that  though  the  committee  were  unanioious 
as  to  the  dwraetei  oi  the  evidence,  they 

which  it  should  be  fi41owed  up. 

Mr.  lUunie  did  not  concur  with  hit  hon. 
Ctdleagne ;  but  he  felt  that  it  wm  out  of 
order  to  proceed  with  the  matter. 

Sir  R.  Ittglit  thought,  that  the  mids 
which  fell  from  the  Chair  ought  to  he  le 
corded,  or  the  motion  ought  to  be  sipuaged, 
as  was  the  case  in  the  year  1835. 

The  Speaker  said,  mere  notices  irf  bk>- 
tions  were  never  entered  in  the  jauniils. 

FaADDS  OP  Manvfacturers— The 
TaucK  Ststbk.}  Mr.  ^errand  rose,  pur- 
suant to  notice,  to  move  the  lolbvinj  re- 
solutions : — 

"  That  this  House  consideis  ubigUreriffli- 
nsl  tbe  conduct  of  any  penon  or  perKU  wbo 
may  attempt  to  indace  others  to  ^it  U» 
evidence  before  a  commiitee  at  ihu  House,  ' 
aad  will  inflict  coodigDininishmeiitDDaUjiieh 
peisoos,  and  will  also  direct  iboa  v>  ba  pnM> 
anted. 

"Tliat  this  Hows  «U  pntict  i^  bar  .. 
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bannlen  every  wotktng  man  vbo  giTu  true 
evidanee  beftm  any  committee  whidi  may  be 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  fiaudi  comnit- 
ted  by  manafactniera  snd  other*,  to  the  injury 
«f  tbelradeoftbi)«raIltry,Mldo(lheUbour' 
il>gd■s•e■. 

"  That  a  Select  Committee,  to  ioqaire  into 
the  existence  of  fraudi  in  the  varions  manu- 
factures  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Irehmd ;  aUo  to  inquire  into  the 
existence  of  fraud*  and  oppressiou,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  cominitted  fay  certain 
manafacturer*  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
tireat  Briiain  and  Ireland,  apon  the  persons 
employed  by  them ;  and  also  by  the  workers 
of  mines,  collieries,  and  railways,  npon  the 
labonrera  in  their  employment." 

The  hoD.  Member  said,  that  in  rieing; 
to  peTform  the  duty  which  he  had  aader- 
talcen,  he  felt,  that  he  had  placed  himself 
voder  a  heavy  weight  of  responsibility. 
Every  class  of  mannfacturera  in  Great 
Britain  and  Irelsiod  bad  their  eyes  on  him. 
It  waa  felt  by  the  whole  community,  that 
we  were  not  in  that  pontion  to  which  our 
•kilt,  capital,  and  induHry  entitled  us; 
and  it  could  not  bat  at  the  same  lime, 
be  felt,  that  the  motioni  which  he  bad 
subniitted  to  the  House,  oug;ht  to  have 
proceeded  ftom  certain  hon.  Membert  at 
the  other  aide.  But  though,  perhaps,  it 
night  be  thought,  that  the  motion  ought 
to  have  preceded  from  others  rather  than 
from  him,  be  yet  trusted  to  the  kind  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  grant  him  a 
favourable  hearing.  When  he  Grst  brought 
forward  the  charges  which  were  involved 
in  hia  motion,  he  was  induced  to  do  bo  in 
•eir-defencfr— he  was  driven  into  it  by  tlM 
wcnsatioaB  brought  agaioil  the  landed 
inteTast>~tbroiighoat  the  whole  country, 
men  were  hired  for  the  purpose  of  using 
the  most  violent  language — placards  of 
the  ntost  inflanunalory  ontare  were  potted 
in  every  town  and  viUage.  The  working 
ch«e«  were  loM,  that  the  evils  which  they 
htd  10  eadnre,  were  not  inputablo  to  any 
Mddental  occurrences — were  not,  in  any 
leapect,  impntable  to  their  employers,  hut 
were  solely  owing  to  the  conduct  of  the 
landed  interest ;  it  was  the  landed  inter- 
est, they  were  told,  which  deprived  them 
of  food — it  was  the  landed  interest,  they 
ware  told,  which  dried  the  mother's  breast, 
■nd  excited  the  outcries  of  the  famished 
infant,  and  no  one  was  found  to  urge  the 
trulh  upon  the  attention  of  the  working 
classes.  He  and  those  who  generally 
coincided  in  opinion  with  him,  did  not 
nbrnbe  to  those  aaantioiii.    Tbey  repo. 


diated  the  assertion,  that  iho  landed 
interest  were  the  parties  to  Uame,  and, 
on  the  contrary,  affirmed,  that  the  mana- 
facturers  themselves,  were  the  causes  of 
that  dutresa  under  which  the  working 
people  anffered.  The  motion  of  which  he 
had  given  notice  compr^ended  two  reso- 
lutions,  one  of  which  undertodc  to  deal 
with  a  matter  which  had  already  been 
made  the  subject  of  ■  Standing  Order  of 
that  House.  It  was  important,  be  con- 
ceived, to  let  tbe  people  know,  that  they 
would  be  protectea  from  the  eS^cts  of  any 
false  evidence  which  the  manufacturers 
might  gel  up  against  them.  It  waa  also 
important  to  let  the  people  know,  that  the 
Hoase  of  Commons  would  really  protect 
then  from  the  consequences  of  freely  and 
faithfully  giving  evidence  before  a  com. 
mtttee  of  that  Hoase.  They  shouM  he 
assured  of  enjoying  abaoluta  and  perfect 
security  for  such  of  the  working  cUsses 
as  might  be  examined  before  a  select 
committee.  The  fact  was,  that  the  work- 
ing clasaes  would  not  venture  to  come 
before  •  committee  of  that  House,  if  they 
did  not  receive  such  an  SAiuraoee,  for 
otherwise  die  prevailing  ojnnion  amongst 
them  was,  that  their  utter  ruin  most  ensue. 
It  was  well  known,  that  the  late  Mr.  Sad- 
ler had  done  much  with  a  view  to  improve 
the  condition  of  the  working  classes,  and 
they  had  his  testimony  to  show,  that  thaw 
who  were  called  upon  to  give  evidence, 
had  been  severe  aoSerers  from  tbe  conse- 
quences of  their  temerity  in  so  oSending 
uiose  from  whom  they  derived  their  means 
of  employment.  They  obeyed  the  sum- 
moos  of  tbe  Speaker,  and,  for  doing  so, 
they  lost  the  means  of  subustenGe ;  and 
if  they  refused  to  obey  the  Spesker's  sum- 
mons, they  were  condemned  to  prison  and 
to  misery,  and  their  families  to  distress. 
Two  petitions  bad  been  presented  to  the 
House  by  Mr.  Sadler,  stating  ail  the  hets 
which  he  had  now  stated.  And  what 
now  waa  the  language  of  the  working 
classes  f  Why.  finding  that  30,000,0001 
of  money  had  been  voted  by  that  House 
to  put  down  slavery  and  oppressicm 
amongst  the  blacks,  and  17,000^  bad 
been  granted  for  the  purpose  of  enabli^ 
tbe  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Bohon 
to  go  to  the  continent  for  the  purpoM  of 
extending  trade,  commerce,  and  raanubo- 
tures,  they  could  not  for  one  moment  be- 
lieve, that  tbe  House  would  refuse  tbesB 
protection  whenever  they  were  sunmooed 
to  appeu  and  give  vniean  beftti*  way  tt 
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ill  committee*.  He  thought  the  House 
would  agree  whh  hfm,  (hst  there  was  no- 
thing more  requisite  for  the  extension  of 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  this  country, 
than  ihitthemanufiicturers  and  merchants 
mnployed  in  it  shonld  be  persons  of  unsul- 
lied character  snd  uudoubled  worth,  and 
that  in  all  their  various  transactions  in 
erery  quarter  of  the  globe,  they  should 
act  with  justice  to  themselves  and  to  the 
honour  of  their  country,  not  attempting, 
either  directly  or  indirectly  to  practise  any 
deceits  either  upon  their  fellow-country- 
men at  home,  or  their  customers  abrosd. 
He  found,  that  our  ancestors  were  of  the 
same  opinion,  for  the  Legislature  of  this 
country,  being  jealous  of  the  national 
honour,  considered  it  their  duty  to  pass 
Stringent  laws  to  prevent  any  attempt  at 
fraud  either  abroad  or  at  home  amongst 
their  fellow-conn  try  men  or  foreigners ;  for 
in  the  preamble  of  the  I3tb  of  Richard 
2nd,  cap.  'i,  it  was  declared  : — 

"  Forsiiooch  as  divers  plain  dotlis  that  be 
wiongfai  ia  the  counties  or  Somenet,  Dorset, 
Bristol,  and  Gloceaier,  be  lacked  atid  folded 
together,  and  set  to  sale,  of  the  which  cloths  s 
great  part  be  broken,  broused,  and  not  agree- 
ing in  the  colour,  neither  be  according  in 
breadth,  nor  in  no  manner  to  the  part  of  the 
tarns  dothi  showed  outwards,  but  be  falsely 
wrought  with  divers  wools,  to  the  greitdeceit, 
loss,  and  damage  of  the  people,  iniomuch  that 
the  roerchanti  buy  the  same  cloths  and  carry 
ihem  out  of  the  realm  to  sell  to  strangers,  be 
many  times  in  danger  lo  be  slain,  and  some- 
limes  imprisoned  and  put  to  fine  and  ransom 
by  the  tame  atrangeis,  and  ibeir  said  cloths 
burnt  or  forfaii,  because  of  the  great  deceit 
and  falsehood  that  is  found  in  (he  same  cloths 
when  they  be  unlacked  and  opened,  to  the 
great  slander  of  the  realm  of  England." 


In  the  preamble  of  the  5th  and  6tb  of 
Edward  Gth,  cap.  6,  entitled— 

"An  act  for  the  true  malting  of  woollen 
cloth,"  (it  is  stated),  "  Where  hereloforedJTeis 
and  many  goodly  statutes  have  been  made  for 
the  true  makinf  of  cloth  within  iliis  realm, 
which,  nevertheless,  fbrasmoch  as  clothiers, 
some  for  lack  of  knowledge  and  experience, 
and  some  of  extreme  covetousnets,  do  daily 
more  and  more  study  rather  to  make  many 
than  to  make  good  clothes,  baring  more  re- 
spect to  their  private  commodity  and  gain, 
than  the  advancement  of  truth  and  continu- 
ance of  the  commodity  in  emlimation,  accord- 
ing to  the  worthiness  thereof,  have  and  do 
daily,  instead  of  truth,  practise  falsehood,  and 
instead  of  substantial  making  of  cloth  do 
practise  sleigbt  and  slender  making,  some  by 
Bingling  of  yams  of  divers  spinnings  in  one 
Clot^  nmi  by  olngliDg  ftU-wool  and  lainbt< 


wool,  or  either  of  them,  with  fleece-wool,  some 
by  putting  too  lilils  stuff,  some  by  taking  them 
out  of  the  mill  before  they  be  foil  thicked, 
some  by  over-stretching  them  upon  the  tenter, 
and  then  stopping  with  flocks  such  bracks  as 
■hnll  be  made  by  means  thereof;  finally,  t^ 
using  so  manj  subtle  sleights  and  unlnilbs,  as 
when  the  clothes  so  made  be  put  in  the  water 
to  try  thero,  ihey  rise  out  of  tbe  same  neither 
in  length  nor  breadth  as  Ihey  ou^t  to  do,  and 
in  some  place  narrower  than  Mtme,  beside 
such  cockeling,  bandoning,  and  diver*  otheia 
great  and  noiable  faults,  as  almost  cannot  be 
thought  to  be  true,  lo  the  great  slander  of  tlia 
King  our  Sovereign  lioid,  and  the  shame  of 
this  land,  and  to  the  utter  deslructioo  of  so 
great  and  notable  commodity,  as  the  like  1* 
not  in  any  foreign  nation." 

He  found  again,  in  the  43rd  of  Eliza- 
beth, cap.  10,  entitled— 

"  An  Act  for  the  true  making  and  working 
of  woollen  clothes,"  (these  words)  "Tbt 
Queen's  most  excellent  Majesty,  with  the  ad- 
vice of  her  Uighoess'a  Lords  spiritual  and 
temporal,  and  the  Comronna  in  Ibis  present 
Parliament  assembled,  weighing  and  consider- 
ing tbe  good  and  Rodly  purposes  of  divers  and 
sundry  statutes  heretofore  made  and  ordained 
for  the  true  making  and  working  of  wocdlen 
cloth,  to  be  frustrated  and  deluded  by  strain- 
ing, stretching,  want  of  weight,  flocks,  soUace, 
chalk,  flour,  deceitful  thingi,  subtile  sleights, 
and  untruths,  so  as  the  same  clothes,  being 
put  in  water,  are  found  to  shrink,  he  rowey, 
pnrgcy,  squalling,  cockling,  bandy,  light,  am) 
notably  fiiuity,  to  the  great  dislike  of  foreign 
princes,  and  to  the  hindrance  and  loss  of  IM 
Duyer  and  wearer." 

The  10th  of  Anne.  cap.  16 — 
"  An  Act  for  regalating,  improviog  and  en- 
couraging the  woollen  manufacture  of  mixed 
or  medley  broad  cloth,  and  for  the  better  paya 
ment  of  tbe  poor  employed  thereon,"  (slates 
in  the  preanbie),  "  Wheieas  by  the  ill  prac- 
tices ol  some  makers  of  mixture  or  medley 
broad  cloth,  and  the  uoskilfulness  of  others, 
by  excessive  straining  such  clothes,  and  other 
abuses  committed  in  working  tlie  same,  great 
damages  and  disappointments  have  happened, 
not  only  to  the  buyers  and  weavers  of  the  said 
cloth,  but  much  to  the  diireputation  of  the 
said  manufiicture,  both  at  home  and  abroad; 
and  the  workers  or  poor  labourers  employed 
in  working  and  making  up  the  said  manniac* 
ture  have  been  impoverished,  and  are  daily 
discouraged  by  imposing  on  them  goods  and 
wares  of  several  kinds  for  their  labour  instead 
of  ready  money,  which  practices  have  been 
great  discouragements  lo  tbe  good  makers  of, 
and  fair  dealers  in,  the  said  mixture  or  madlqr 
broad  cloth," 

He  had  read  to  the  Houu  certain 
clauses  of  acts  of  Parliament  which  wei* 
paued  by  our  ancnton  for  ib«  protectioD 


y  Google 


ti5    Fnudi^Mva/aatiffm—    {At%ttl9)  Tha  Jhui  Sytlm.         Mi 

of  the  public  ai  nell  u  of  the  workiag 
eUuei.  It  happened,  however,  that, 
BboDt  fifty  yeari  ago,  such  now  and  to- 
ligfateoed  prJDciplei  bunt  upon  this  coun- 
try, that  all  protective  Uwh  were  to  be 
thenceforward  laid  aiide,  and  thoie  laws 
which  reBtrained  the  diihonest  and  made 
them  hooeit,  which  protected  the  working 
daiiei,  and  which  our  anceitort  thought 
it  their  duty  to  pau,  were  to  be  removed. 
Onr  ancestor!  knowing,  that  the  labour- 
ing people  had  not  an  opportunity  of 
voting  in  that  Houie,  tbey  came  down, 
like  upriKhl,  honourable,  and  honest  men, 
feeling  that  the  working-clasiea  were  iro- 
poied  upon  and  robbed  and  plundered  of 
the  juit  reward  of  their  labour,  and  did 
not  heiitate  to  assist  in  passing  acts  of 
Parliament  that  would  protect  tlie  work- 
ing man.  But  these  acts  were  suspended 
about  fifty  years  ago.  What  had  been 
the  consequence?  Frauds  of  the  most 
g^roai  description  were  practised  by  some 
of  the  nanulacturerB  in  all  the  different 
trades  of  our  country,  to  the  great  injury 
of  the  character  of  British  merchants  and 
maDulsciaren,  both  at  borne  and  abroad, 
end  to  the  certain  ruin  of  those  manufac- 
turers in  this  country,  of  whom  he  was 
prepared  to  lay  there  were  many,  who 
were  anxious  to  be  upright,  honest,  and 
honourable  men,  and  who  wished  to  carry 
into  market  an  article  for  sale  which 
would  do  them  credit  and  give  them  a 
justly  remunerating  reward  for  the  employ- 
ment of  their  capital,  as  well  as  enable 
them  to  pay  jnst  and  liberal  wages  to  their 
workpeople.  But  the  new  and  enlightened 
principle  which  had  burst  upon  the  coun- 
try and  had  made  such  rapid  strides,  day 
by  day,  had  now  opened  a  new  arena  for 
(be  manufacturers  to  walk  about  in.  It 
was  the  new  principle  of  maoy  of  these 
men  to  try  who  could  undertell  his  neigh- 
boar,  who  could  compete  with  his  brother 
manufacturer  at  home  and  abroad,  and 
who  could  produce  the  greatest  (quantity 
of  goods  at  the  lowest  cost,  both  in  price 
and  labour.  He  had  been  told  by  hon, 
Menibera  of  that  House,  that  the  Corn- 
laws  were  the  drag-chain  of  the  commer' 
cial  and  manufacturing  interests  of  this 
country ;  and  he  had  been  informed,  both 
in  the  House  and  out  of  it,  that  the  agri- 
cultural and  landed  inteiests  were  the 
causes  of  the  distress  which  prevailed  in 
the  country,  and  that  if  free-trade  in  corn 
were  permitted,  the  commerce  and  manu- 
factures of  England   would  spread    into 


every  clime  ;  that,  in  fact,  there  would  be 
no  measurement— if  he  might  use  such  an 
expression — to  the  eitent  of  British  com- 
merce and  manufactures.  Why,  he  found 
that  the  merchants  aod  manufacturers  of 
this  country  were  in  possession  of  the 
South  Ameiican  market,  from  the  year 
1809  to  1822  or  1823.  At  that  time  Mr, 
Canning  came  down  to  the  House  and  de- 
clared that  we  had  called  a  new  world 
into  existence;  and  many  of  the  manu- 
facturers and  merchants  thought  it  would 
be  a  boundless  sphere  for  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  tliis  country.  But  what  was 
the  consequence  of  the  frauds  which  had 
been  committed  by  the  manufacturers  of 
this  country?  They  themselves  were  the 
first  Cause  to  a  great  extent  of  our  loss  of 
the  South  American  market.  He  had 
heard  it  stated  by  some  hon.  Members  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  House,  that  the 
use  of  flour  was  indispensably  necessary  in 
making  calico  ;  but  he  believed,  that  the 
use  of  it  was  formerly  unknown,  and  that 
it  was  never  made  use  of  until  introduced 
by  the  manufacturers  for  the  purpose  of 
cheating  and  defrauding  their  custamars. 
He  would  no  longer  make  use  of  those 
expressions  upon  his  own  authority:  but 
he  would  tell  hon.  Members  who  denied 
his  stalemeniB,  and  said  they  were  not 
true,  that  they  ought  to  call  a  committee 
and  prove  them  untrue  if  they  could  before 
that  committee.  He  was  asking  for  a 
committee  for  the  very  purpose  of  proving 
that  his  statements  were  true.  He  would 
prodace  the  evidence  of  persons  of  great 
experience  and  influence  even  amongst 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  and  other  evi- 
dence or  manufacturers  of  the  highest  re- 
spectability, men  of  fifty  years'  standing 
in  business,  and  also  of  working  people, 
who  would  come  before  the  committee,  if 
proper  protection  were  afforded  them,  and 
prove  the  truth  of  every  word  he  had  ot- 
tered. He  felt  so  strongly  in  his  own 
conviction  of  the  rectitude  of  the  position 
he  now  held,  that  he  fearlessly  asseiled, 
if  any  rule  of  the  House  would  prevent  bts 
second  resolution  being  granted,  he  would 
ask  for  a  committee  without  ii,  and  he 
would  prove  his  case  by  the  evidence  of 
merchants,  manufacturers,  clergy  men, 
tradesmen,  artisans,  labourers,  and  others. 
A  late  Member  of  the  House,  Mr.  Baines, 
had  published  a  work,  A  History  of  the 
Cotton  Manufacture,  which  was  reviewed 
in  Tail's  Magazine  for  April,  1835.  It 
was  considered  a  work  of  great  merit,  and 
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httd  been  coogultad  by  all  penoni  con- 
nected with  the  cotton  trade.  He  had 
never  heaid  of  any  one  alteraptiong  to  de- 
pieciate  the  work.  The  nviewei  in  Tait'i 
Magaxau  nid  :— 
■*  Wi  Bhall  extract  hot  one  aentence  upon  a 

SiTKCiice  which,  we  hare  heard,  ia  baniahing 
onlKDen  from  our  market,  and  leading  them 
to  touDtries  where  thii  ditgracerul  practice  is 
unknown  : — '  To  improTe  the  appearaaca  of 
the  cloth,  it  il  usually  paased  Ihrotigh  starch, 
made  of  wheaten  flour,  often  mixed  with  por- 
celain clay  and  calcined  lulphate  of  lime,  by 
which  the  cloth  is  made  ItiSer,  and  appears  to 
have  greater  acbstance  and  itreuEth  than  it 
prorei  to  hare  after  being  watbeo, — a  con- 
trivance originally  devised  for  the  purpose  of 
fraud,  and  which,  though  now  too  generally 
understood  to  be  legarded  as  fraudulent,  it 
would  be  creditable  to  the  trade  to  lay  aside.' 
How  a  fraudulent  practice  ceases  to  be  fraudu- 
lent when  it  becoinesgeneral,  we  donol  pretend 
to  understand.  In  aoothar  ioatanceMr.  Bainas 
plaeea,  to  the  advantage  of  the  English  manu- 
hulurer  over  the  mauufacturer  of  Amenca, 
that  the  latter  does  not,  or  cannot,  use  any  but 
good  cotton  in  his  yam,  while  the  former, 
'  owing  to  the  climate,'  can  use  some  of  the 
sraate-  Thia  ia  not  ■ufficiently  clear.  Is  the 
yarn  not  woraened  by  uaing  a  proportion  of 
what  in  the  United  Slatea  ia  accounted  wastrf 

Thai  proved  (hfttpiite  was  first  adopted 
(bribe  purpose orfrand.  He  would  now 
submit  other  evidence  to  the  House,  for  he 
WBS  not  going  to  make  issertionl  on  his 
own  Buthoritj  merely,  but  upon  auch  au- 
thority as  be  trustM  wotila  induce  her 
Hajesty'i  Qovemment  and  (he  House  to 
coactude  that  it  wea  high  time  for  them 
10  interfere.  He  would  now  read  to  the 
Houfs  the  letter  of  a  gentleman  who  had 
paid  great  aiteattoa  to  this  process.  He 
wrote— 

"  In  your  speech,  as  reported,  mention  was 
made  of  the  iniquitous  stretching  of  cloths, 
and  tbe  vast  quantities  of  wheat  paste  used  to 
diagnise  that  villainous  practice  ;  but  I  do  not 
tacoltact  the  manner  in  which  the  stratcbing, 
alias  teaiiug,  ia  effected,  was  described  by  von. 
Now,  as  I  ^ve  several  years  ago  wiinessea  die 
whole  operation,  I  will  reoueat  permiuion  to 

describe  it,  aa  ihown  to  me  by  Messrs. , 

bleach  woika,  not  milla,   at  .      Tbe 

clotha,  if  intended  to  be  stretched  in  width, 
aa^  from  lM6th  to  |,  or  15-lQlha  to  1  yard 
wide,  are  tentered  out  on  a  frame  of  tbe  re- 
quired widib,  and  then  driven  between  two 
grooved  roLlera  or  cylindeia,  Iba  oonveaitiea  of 
the  one  fitting  closely  into  the  ooncavitiet  nf 
the  other,  thus  effecting  a  aeriea  of  minute 
tearinga,  ao  aa  scarcely  to  be  seen ;  foi  the  sly 
roguea  know  well  that  the  widening  could  not 
be  aceompliahed  by  one  pull  without  destroy- 
ing the  doth.    On  wiusiwioi  this  optratioH  I 
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obaamd,  thst  it  must  surely  weaken  the  hbric; 
'  Oh,  ceriaioly,'  was  the  aaswer,  '  but  this  we 
make  good  by  the  bleachers'  worf ;'  then  show- 
ing me  a  large  long  trough,  filled  with  wheat 
paste,  the  machinery  was  then  set  going,  and 
the  cloth  passing  between  the  two  nooved  or 
knuckled  rollers,  by  them  aingohiny  and  ap- 
propriately enough  called  the  'Devil,' it  be- 
came aaturKled  with  the  paste,  and  then  pBS»> 
ing  on  tbroogh  a  series  oi  ioUen,cama  out  fine 
glazed  calico  or  muslin.  I  was  neit  ihown  the 
machinery  for  folding  and  packing  up  the 
cloths,  which  was  exceedingly  curious,  parti- 
cnlariy  an  assemblage  of  wooden  beaters, 
about  two  inches  square,  and  about  three  feet 
long,  working  TeriicatW  or  endwise  in  a  very 
rapid  manner  t  snoh  of  ttie  goods  as  were  in« 
tended  for  our  own  colonies,  or  boote  con> 
sumption  were  packed  with  the  wtmoat  neata 
nesB,  and  need  no  description  ;  but,  besides 
these,  I  observed  a  number  of  pieces  packed 
up  in  a  comparatively  slovenly  manner;  on 
inqairy,  as  to  tbem,  I  was  told  that  they  Were 
for  the  Spanish  market  in  South  America,  (in 
imitation  of  some  which  were  shown  to  me, 


obtain  their  introdnctlon  among  the  SpanisTda 
an  additional  and  crowning  piiee  of  villainy 
waa  required,— namely,  the  atamping  diem.   I 


waa  then  shown  a  aiamn  in  exact  imitation  of 
those  on  the  genuine  Spaniali  pieces,  as,  for 
instance,  tbongh  I  have  forgotten  the  teal 
names,  say,  '  Jote  Pintado,  a  SevUla ;'  "  Bar. 
lotneo  Spnona,  a  Mahga,'  Sec.  I  then  naturally 
remarked,  that  such  a  practice  differed  In  no 
degree  fiom  fbrgery  with  Intent  to  defrsvd, 
and  espreaaed  myself  with  nueh  inrpriae  at 
such  a  procedure.  '  Oh  1  we  all  de  it,'  was 
tbe  reply." 

He  would  now  beg  the  attention  of  tbe 
House  to  an  extract  from  a  work  by 
Messrs.  J.  P.  and  W.  P.  Robnteon. 
entitled,  FrtMcia'a  Reign  of  Terror,  btiiy 
the  contituuition  iff  Letters  on  Paraguaif. 
One  of  these  writers  wii  a  merchant  who 
had  traded  in  that  country  for  many  years. 
They  say,  vol.  3,  pp.  227-299, 

"  Not  a  piece  of  linen  for  soldiers'  ahirta  ot 
trousers  waa  purchased  without  previous  in- 
spection by  'lis  Excellency;  ana  often,  dis- 
trustful of  Irish  and  Manchester  manufactures, 
did  he  unrol  with  his  own  hands  the  piece  of 
goods  submitted  to  inspection.  By  appliea- 
lion  to  it  of  tbe  vara,  or  yard,  he  ascenataad 
that  it  was  of  the  leiigtb,  twenty-five,  twenty^ 
six,  or  twenty.eight  yards,  labelled  on  the 
ticket.  So  quick-ai|hted  did  he  become  in 
the  quality  of  manufactured  goods,  that  find- 
ing a  great  many  of  them  had  wide  intersticea 
between  the  threads,  filled  ap  with  starch,  he 
had  one  eitd  of  the  pieea  washed,  and  (!>•■  . 
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viawing  it  through  a  microKope,  aiovrtaiaed 
the  nature  of  its  leal  texture.  If  he  found,  as 
it  must  be  confessed  he  Dften  did,  the  gaps  be- 
tween the  thread  to  be  rather  jnnniDg,  be  al- 
lowed the  owner  hoilf  of  the  prime  cost  Tor  it, 
mi  told  bin  to  tbuk  bis  itars,  (or  Ihat  he 
ott^l  to  be  imprisoned  as  %  koave  and  im- 
pMtot.  *  This  II  the  way,'  said  he,  on  one  oc- 
cMion,  to  an  English  merchant,  '  that  yoa 
boiisten  of  ngi  vend  jour  unsound  and  de- 
Gflitlbl  inanuia«lnres  over  the  world.  The 
Jews  are  cheats,  but  the  English  are  down- 
right swbdlen." 

What  a  disgrace  was  it  to  this  country, 
that  Britiah  merchaDU  and  maiiufacturei 
■faould  merit  auch  a  rebulte  1  When  he 
read  that  language  he  declared  that  hit 
blood  boiled  in  bia  veiDS  to  think  that 
^giiahmen  shonld  tradtice  the  character 
of  their  own  country  several  thousand 
milea  from  home.  But  this  reprover  of 
Bfitiib  dishoQSity  proceed*  tbui: — 

"  With  your  labels,  and  your  ticketi,  and 
your  gilt  flnaty  upon  vour  goods,  your  colours 
that  are  'nairanted  fast,'  and  yet  fade  upon  a 
ftrst  wasbints,  you  are  the  veriest  mountebanks 
and  uedlars  that  traverse  the  earth.  Iliere  is 
nolhmg  noble  in  your  souls;  for  filthy  lucre, 
Itllhilv  gotten,  is  the  rotting  disease  of  your 
hearts  core.  Look  ye,  Mr.  Merchant,  for 
these  ten  boxes  of  cotton  pUtillas  (they  were 
spread  ontin  the  Dictator's  audiencechamber), 
for  which  you  asked  me  it.  a-yard,  yOu  shall 
hkn  6d,i  and  think  yourself  well  off  that  I 
do  not  send  you  to  some  of  the  Paraguay 
looms  (no  doubt  you  underslaDd  how  to 
manage  a  shuttle),  that  you  mieht  there  leam 
how  to  make  honest  clotb.  I  am  not,  Mr. 
Pedlar,  like  my  tiouotiymen,  to  be  caught  by 
fine  crutiides,  quack  commendations,  or  the 
Bick-nackery  mode  of  packing  up  your  flash 
wares.  Pan,pm,yvMo,vino;  [when  they  saj 
14  me,  '  there  is  Dread,'  let  It  oe  bread,  and 
when  'wine,'  let  it  be  vrine.]  If  you  think 
that,  because  Francia  is  a  Dictator,  he  cannot 
look  after  his  own  aflkirs,  vou  are  a  little  out 
of  vosr  calculation.  Go  about  your  business ; 
and  the  next  time  you  come  to  Paraguay 
with  liaeni,  bring  them  fVom  honest  Ger- 
many." 

What  had  arisen  from  thii  conduct  f 
British  manafactnrers  had  lost  their  trade 
and  oomnerce  ia  foreign  climes,  becatfie 
Ihey  bad  ceased  to  be  honest,  because 
they  were  covetous  and  onjuat,  and  cared 
not  whit  frauda  thejr  coinniitted,  and  en- 
couraged eadk  other  by  aaying— "  It  will 
suit  oar  purpose."  Would  the  House 
know  the  manner  in  which  ibete  tricks 
and  frauds  had  been  carried  on  in  Swit- 
urland  ?  He  would  refer  them  to  No.  4  of 
Chanberi'iEdadturghJffumalof  the  19th 
of  PetmMy  Itst^  where,  in  an  article  en* 


titled  "  A  few  Weeks  on  the  Contment," 
be  found  the  following  paaaaga  :— 

"  Tht  bulk  of  the  Swiss,  it  would  appear, 
clothe  themselves  in  materials  made  by  the 
hand  in  their  own  humble  dwellings}  and 
what  they  buy  must  be  substantial  and  worth 
the  money.  English  printed  calicoes  are 
rarely  seen,  although  they  are  much  lower 
priced  tfaau  those  of  Swiiierland,  because  the 
people  have  no  confidence  in  the  durability  of 
the  colours.  The  Swiss  goods  of  this  class  are 
not  only  beautiful,  but  strong  and  durable  ia 
colour— qualities  now  rarely  found  in  the  pro- 
duce of  English  factories.  There  are  articles 
called  Swiss  prints  sold  in  England,  but  we 
were  informed  by  a  manufacturer  at  Zurich 
that  he  did  not  believe  a  single  piece  ever  was 
sent    to  this  country,  the  whole  that  ware 

fassed  off  as  Swiss  iMing  mere  counterfeits. 
am  nnable  to  say  with  what  degree  of  truth 
this  allegation  was  made  ;  but  it  is  verv  cer- 
tain that  the  growing  traihiness  of  quality  of 
most  English  tissues  is  excluding  them  Iron) 
the  only  open  market  in  Europe." 

He  would  now  read  to  the  House  alettet 
from  a  highly  respectable  shopkeeper  in 
Liverpool,  who  forwarded  him  a  piece  of 
what  was  called  the  lower  sort  of  white 
shirting.  When  he  received  the  sample 
and  the  leUer,  he  could  scarcely  believe 
that  the  poorer  classea  were  so  cheated 
and  plundered  by  the  raannfacturers ;  and 
he  wrote  down  to  Liverpool  to  ascartatft 
the  character  of  thii  shopkeeper,  and  was 
informed  that  he  was  a  person  of  tho 
highest  respectability.     Ha  aajs : — 

"  I  have  this  day  had  the  pleasure  of  readiug 
the  speech  delivered  by  you  in  the  Honse  in 
Commons  on  the  evening  of  the  24th  instant. 
Tn  proof  of  yonr  assertion  that  a  largequantitT 
of  Hour  is  used  in  the  mauufkctnring  of  cali- 
coes, &c.,  I  beg  to  hand  yon  a  bir  sample  of 
the  lower  sorts  of  white  shirtings,  manufac- 
tured in  this  county,  and  of  which  you  will 
perceive  the  poor  man's  food  forms  the 
greatest  proportion." 

One  poftiou  of  that  piece  of  cloth  he 
sent  to  the  right  hon.  Banniet  (Sir  R. 
Peel)  and  another  to  the  noUe  Lord  op- 
posite  (Lord  J.  Rusaell).  Although  aa 
attempt  had  been  made  to  bsun  upon 
him  tnc  accusation  Uiat  he  bad  cha^^ 
the  mann^turen  generally,  nay  univcr' 
sally,  with  being  di^oneat,  be  had  only 
declared  that  there  were  fraudulent  manu* 
factnrera,  and  he  was  sorry  to  say  that 
their  nnnher  wu  increasing,  and  that 
they  were  driving  the  boneit  manofaclnrer 
out  of  the  markets.  He  would  trouble 
the  House  with  an  extract  from  a  woiIe  by 
Mi.  Babbage,  Tkt  Smumg  f^Mmvfim- 
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turn,  raBpectiag  the  frauds  io  the  lice 
manufacture,  as  brought  under  the  notice 
of  that  House  by  a  commiltee  appointed 
to  inveitigale  the  subject : — 

"The  lice  tnide  afTordB  other  eiatnplei; 
and  in  iaquiring  into  the  complaints  made  to 
the  House  of  Commoni  by  the  frame-work 
Icoitters,  the  committee  obsetTe,  ibat,  '  It  is 
singubtr  that  the  grieiaoce  most  complained  of 
150  yean  ago  should,  in  [he  present  improred 
state  of  (lie  trade,  be  the  same  grieTauce  which 
is  now  most  complained  of;  for  it  appetrs,  by 
the  evidence  giren  before  your  committee,  that 
all  the  witnesses  attribute  the  decay  of  the 
trade  more  to  the  making  of  frandulent  and 
bad  articles  than  to  the  war,  or  to  any  other 
cause.'  And  it  is  shown  by  the  eridence,  that 
a  kind  of  lace  called  '  single-press'  was  nanu- 
factured,  which  was  only  looped  once,  and 
which,  although  good  to  the  eye,  became 
nearly  spoiled  in  washing  by  the  slipping  of 
the  threads ;  that  not  one  person  in  a  tnonsand 
conld  distinguish  the  diSereuce  between  '  sjn- 
][le-press'  and  '  douUe-press  lace ;'  and  that 
esen  workmen  and  man ahclnrers  were  obliged 
to  employ  a  magnifying  glass  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  and  that,  in  another  «milar  article, 
called  '  warp  lace,'  such  aid  nasessential.  It 
was  also  staled  by  one  witness,  that '  the  trade 
had  not  yet  ceased,  excepting  in  those  places 
where  the  fraud  had  been  discovered ;  and 
from  those  places  no  orders  are  now  sent  for 
any  sort  of  Nottingham  lace,  the  credit  being 
totally  rained.'" 

What  nid  the  book  on  the  itockiDg 
trade  1 

"  In  the  stocking  trade  similar  frauds  have 
been  practised.  It  appeared  in  evidence  that 
stockings  were  made  of  uniform  width  from 
die  knee  down  to  lbs  ankle,  and  being  wetted 
and  stretched  on  frames  ai  the  calf,  they  re- 


He  begged  pardon  of  the  Hodm  forde- 
tainiog  them  by  quoting  so  much,  but  as 
there  was  do  important  public  busiaeu 
before  them  that  night,  aod  as  ibe  ques- 
tion be  Hai  ui^ng  was  so  very  important, 
■o(t  Bi  be  was  moil  anxious  to  discharge 
hii  duty,  he  trusted  they  woold  permit 
him  to  occupy  their  time  for  a  few  mo- 
menta longer.  He  vas  anxious  to  sub. 
stanliate  every  word  be  had  uttered  in 
(hat  House.  They  had  often  heard  it 
asserted  that  there  was  mnch  distiesa  in 
the  country,  and  they  had  as  often  heard 
it  impnied  to  the  Corn-laws.  He  em- 
phatically denied  that  statement,  and 
would  read  a  pai^raph  fioro  the  Nolling- 
Awn  Journal  of  April  12di,  to  show  how 
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trade  was  ruined  by  the  frandt  of  the  ma- 
nufacturers : — 

"  The  cotton  cut-up  hose  trade,  wbtch  baa 
now  become  an  extensive  manufacture  in  this 
vicinity,  has  somewhat  improved,  whilst  (be 
system  of  drop-ofls  is  fast  aztendiug  in  soma 
of  the  villages  south  of  Nottingham.  These 
drop-offs  are  stockings  made  without  narrow- 
ings  at  the  heels  and  toes ;  instead  of  which, 
tlie  heels  are  made  full  width  of  the  usual 
length,  the  web  that  should  have  been  narrosr- 
ed  two  stitches  at  a  time  gradually,  is  then 
pressed  off  wholly,  a  slack  course  is  made  in 
one  of  the  heels  in  the  lunal  way,  aod  the 
heels  are  joined  and  turned  off,  by  looping  the 
slack  course  in  the  usual  maunei.  The  fraud 
now  commences }  the  two  flaps  of  the  heels 
are  turned  inwards,  and  are  somewhat  neitty 
basted  down  by  the  seamer,  the  heels  are  (hen 
seemed,  or  rather  sewn,  in  the  nsnsl  method, 
and  to  a  casual,  inexperienced,  or  inattentive 
observer,  have  all  the  appearance  of  being 
full-wrought  hose.    Nothing  can  be  more  no. 

Eleasant  to  the  wearer ;  the  joining  of  the  toes 
eingeffected  iDthesameroanner,  by  dropping 
off,  instead  of  narrowing — the  deception  being, 
that  the  toes  and  heels  are  turned  off  in  the 
usual  way,  to  deceive  the  purchaser.  By  these 
pracdces,  one  stockinger  is  made  to  produce 
three  or  four  limes  as  many  hose  as  when  they 
are  made  in  a  proper  manner.  This  has  a 
greater  tendency  to  curtail  employment  in  the 
hosiery,  than  steam  or  aoy  other  invention  has 
in  other  manufactures,  with  this  marked  dif- 
ference, that  the  superseding  of  human  labour 
in  most  other  bianches  of  industry  is  the  result 
of  ingenuity  and  an  extension  of  the  arts ;  id 
hosiery  it  is  quite  the  reverse,  as  these  fraoda 
aru  a  retrogradation  in  ingeuuily  and  skill, 
tending  to  produce  inferior  workpeople  aa 
well  as  iarerior  manufactures.  The  hosiery 
villages  in  the  vicinity  are  fast  getting  isolated, 
or  rather  selected,  in  their  employment. 
Thus,  the  hands  in  Bulwsll  are  principally 
employed  in  making  cotton  gloves;  Rodaiog- 
ton,  in  making  drop-ofi  and  fancy-^aps; 
Carlton,  iu  making  socks,  principally  worn  in 
the  United  States;  Hocknall,  upon  cotton 
Taney  hosiery ;  Arnold,  Calverton,  and  die 
villages  to  the  east,  are  most  employed  in  mak- 
ing full-bshioned  hose ;  whilst  Staplefotd  and 
Sandiacre  are  engaged  principally  in  making 
warp  lace ;  but  in  mast  of  these  villages  the 
stockingers  are  in  a  most  destitnle  situati<M>, 
arising  from  scanty  employment  and  low 
vrages." 

It  was  on  behalf  of  these  men  that  he 
asked  for  the  committee—on  behalf  of 
those  men  who  i:ould  not  protect  them- 
selves, and  he  trusted  that  oo  man  who 
had  heard  the  statement  but  would  cheer- 
fully assist  him  in  his  object.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite,  who  were  engaged 
in  manufactures,  had  promised  that  no 
impediment  would  be  tniDwo  in  bii  way : 
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he  hoped  ihej  would  now  perform  their 
praaiiK,  grant  him  the  committee,  aod  he 
would  prove  every  allegation  he  had 
made.  Then,  as  to  watches,  the  decep- 
tion was  juit  aa  bad;  he  had  a  ieiier 
from  a  mannracturer  which,  with  permis- 
■ioD  of  the  House,  he  would  read : — 

"Sir,—!  speak  of  the  iliscloaures  you  have 
lately  been  making  in  Parliaraent  as  lo  Trauds 
in  tDanafacturBs.  It  is  now  long  tine  since  I 
broached  thai  subject,  and  luggetted  that  tlie 
old  plan  of  stamping  our  cloths  and  linens, 
he.,  should  bs  returned  ;  using  In  aid  the  ar- 
gument that  unless  this  were  done,  tbe  churac- 
lei  of  tbe  country  would  be  lost,  as  each  sue- 
cetsive  swindler  would  lay  to  himself,  '  It 
will  lene  my  turn.'  I  believe  the  cloths  sent 
out  are  often  only  Gl  for  wadding.  That  thi 
print)  become  blanks  at  first  washing,  '. 
know,  but  I  bad  no  auspicion  that  enn  thi 
elolh  itself  was  equally  infamous.  I  have 
beard  that  millions  of  needles  have  been  sent 
out  without  eyes  ;  scissors  made  of  Tirgin 
■leel,  that  remained  virgins  in  all  points,  re- 
fusing to  be  of  tbe  slightest  use  i  that  watches 
Irom  this  country  go  only  half  an  hour,  and 
are  losing  all  character ,  that  clocks  only  go 
Mice  round  ;  that  our  muskets  were  only  di 
gerous  1o  the  owner*  till  the  Tower  proof  t 
restored,  and  that  the  Amarican  woodsman 
has  found  our  axes  such,  that  he  bas  found  it 
indispensable  to  decline  to  use  thero.  These 
things  are  so  serious,  that  I  think  they  should 
at  once  be  taken  up ;  it  is  thus  we  are  losing 
business,  and  deserve  to  lose  it,  for  we  are 
risking  tbe  min  of  millions  of  the  honestly 
indulrioal,  rather  than  repress  the  villanies 
ofa  parcel  of  scamps."    [Laughter.^ 

They  might  laugh,  but  it  was  those 
frauds  that  had  ruined  the  trade  of  the 
country,  and  it  was  high  time  for  them  to 
ibow  that  the  Legislature  of  the  present 
day  were  as  jealous  of  the  character  ol 
the  country  as  it  was  500  years  ago.  He 
bad  also  a  letter  from  a  most  respectable 
■nanubcturer  of  Yorkshire,  of  fifty  years' 
standing,  and  he  said — 

"  Yon  have  not  overstated  anything  as  re- 
spects this  neigbbouihood,  for  I  do  not  think 
there  is  a  manufacturer  of  flushings,  druggets, 
paddings,  ur  pilot  cloths,  but  who  uses  less  or 
more  of  tbe  ground-up  rags  called  generally 
shoddy,  or  resurrection  wool— indeed,  so  much 
is  it  in  use,  that  even  the  carpel  manufacturers 
are  now  consuming  considerable  quantities, 
and  the  rugs  making  for  Government  are  not 
free  from  it.  Some  few  years  ago  these  rags 
were  imported  from  Hamburg  aud  other  parti 
of  the  Conlinenl ;  then,  or  course,  this  country 
derived  some  advantage  in  pulling  them  up; 
latterly  they  have  come  pulled  up  ready  for 
use,  they  on  tbe  Continent  having  obtained 
from  this  neighbourhood  the  muchines  for 
pulling  up  the  rags.  You  will  excuse  me,  but 
VOL.  LXII.    {aS} 
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in  my  opinion,  unless  Government  imposes 
some  restriction  upon  tha  use  of  lucb  mate< 
rials,  we  may  cry  out  for  want  of  trade  or  bu- 
siness for  aver ;  it  is  not  the  Corn.laws  which 
are  the  cause  of  our  want  of  business,  but  it 
is  our  manufacturers  and  merchants  who  are 
the  cause,  for  who  will  come  a  second  lime  to 
our  markets  to  purchase  goods  which  when 
they  get  home  are  not  worth  the  carriage.  I 
have  seen  pieces  of  druggets  stiffened  with 
flour  and  other  things,  that  were  you  to  set  a 
6-4  piece  to  stand  on  the  list,  it  would  do  so 
of  itself;  besides,  this  is  not  the  worst  evil — 
for  when  these  goods  come  to  lay  some  time, 
they  generate  a  worm  or  moth,  which  will 
very  soon  consume  a  whole  piece;  in  fact, 
such  goods  get  worn  out  in  passing  from  one 
to  another  without  any  making  up,  and  proba- 
bly get  returned  again  to  this  country  in  the 
shape  of  rags,  to  undergo  a  second  resurrec- 
tion, Of  perhaps  a  third.  I  have  that  confi- 
dence in  our  present  Government  and  in  Sir 
R.  Peel's   measures,  that  I  am  sure  there  is 
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country. 
Sir  R.  Peel  was  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prohibit 
the  use  of  rags  in  any  shape  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  cloth,  or  any  description  of  woollen 
goods,  I  believe  it  would  give  most  general 
satisfaction ;  it  would  also  be  an  advantage  to 
the  agriculturist,  as  more  wool  would  be 
wanted  ;  and  if  the  country  was  not  able  to 
produce  all  the  wools  necessary  for  our  con- 
ipliou,  we  could  import  any  quantity  from 
otries  that  would  take  our  goods  in  return. 
I  am  of  opinion  that  restrictive  measures  of 
this  kind  might  be  carried  into  effect  with 
very  Utile  expense  to  Government.  An  in- 
spector, appointed  by  Government,  might 
overlook  a  very  extensive  district,  and  let  any 
penally  which  might  be  thought  proper  be  re- 
coverable before  the  magistrates.  This,  I 
think,  would  be  a  complete  check  against  the 
of  this  material,  and  would  be  the  means 
of  bringing  back  our  trade  to  a  healthy  state 
again,  which  I  am  persuaded  will  never  be  the 
until  some  measures  of  this  kind  are 
adopted." 

I  have  another  letter  from  an  old  maua- 
facturer  in  Leeds,  who  said — 

I  have  a  diet  connected  with  the  woollen 
manufBcture  which  you  are  at  liberty  to  make 
any  use  of  you  think  proper.  There  is  a  ma^ 
nufaclurer  in  this  town  (who  is  at  present  a 
member  of  the  Whig-Radical  town-council) 
who  has  made  it  a  regular  practice  to  buy  old 
stockings  and  grind  them  up,  and  mix  them 
along;  with  his  wool  in  manufacturing  blue 
cloths.  He  was  thus  enabled  to  undersell  his 
honest  neighbours,  who  used  nothing  but  wool. 
Well  may  our  manufacturers  lose  their  charac- 

'  in  foreign  markets." 

But  he  had  still  higher  authority,  for  (he 
inufacturera  of  the  north  had  been  com- 
mitting such  disgraceful  frauds,  that  the 
Government  had  been  obliged  to  take  the 
2E 
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jou  han  taken  on  b  recent  occaiiOD,  tad  foe 
wfaich,  with  eTerjr  frieDd  of  linin*iutf,  I  Tnl 
indebted  to  you,  I  beg  leave  to  lav  befon  joa 
the  following  itatement} — On  Monday  Uat, 
March  21xt,  application  was  made  by  a  poor 
weaver,  named  Irwin,  to  the  Board  of  Oiutr- 
diani  at  Cockennoulh  for  relief.     He  it  in  the 

employ  of  the   firm  of       ,  Cai]iil«, 

gingham  manufacturers.  It  was  stated  as  n 
n  why  relief  should  be  afforded  him,  that 
laterial  recently  givea  out  by  that  firm  to 
their  operalivei  wa»  so  wretchedW  bad,  that  it 
took  aix  weeks  to  weave  what,  if^the  material 
was  good,  they  could  readily  do  in  three. 
Two  of  the  guardians  convertant  in  aadt 
matlen  were  deputed  to  examine  into  this 
statement,  and  report  to  the  Board.  llieiT 
report  fully  conBmied  the  poor  man's  state- 
ment, aod  they  produced  a  specimen  of  the 
warp  fully  corroborating  this.  Vet  luch  is  the 
thraJdom  in  which  theie  unfortunate  creatures 
ate  held,  that  the  wife  most  earnestly  enttcaled 
that  no  steps  might  be  taken  under  the  act  of 
Parhatnent,  leil  her  hnsband  and  a  crippled 
son  should  be  thrown  in  consequence  out  of 
bread,  as  they  could  do  nothing  but  weave.  I 
have  since  visited  the  weaving  place,  and  have 
obtained  from  this  man's  loom  a  specimen  of 
the  material,  taken  at  random,  which  t  enclose. 
Much  of  it  appeared  greatly  wone  than  what  I 
send,  but  it  was  dyed,  and  the  effects  of  thv 
colour  might  (as  I  supposed)  have  furibei 
iojured  the  texture." 

He  had  told  the  Hoqh  that  tbeae  poor 
men  were  paid  in  goods  in  place  of 
money.  He  had  a  blank  form  wfaich  was 
used  in  many  factoriei,  in  which  there 
were  chargw  for  rent,  fiiel,  cash  atopped, 
and  caib  overpaid — that  would  happen 
vei;  seldom,  be  tbongfat ;  bat  then  loU 
lowed  fiaei,  tbe  most  iniquitous  of  all 
thing*;  for  the  masters  hung  up  a  sat  of 
rnles,  which  the  poor  labouring  man  could 
not  understand,  ifhedidnoibmgelie  frota 
Monday  till  Saturday,  doi  could  ha  by 
anj  possibility  help  iufiinging  some  of 
them,  by  which  money  was  stopped  from 
him.  On  the  truck  in  cottages  he  had  & 
letter  from  a  working  man,  but  be  must 
not  disclose  hii  name,  or  he  would  become 
a  marked  man,  and  woitld  not  get  work  at 
any  factory,  iinleaa  he  changed  his  name. 
He  said, 

*■  Hasten  of  one  of  the  largest  milli  have 
houses,  and  compel  their  work-people  to  live 
in  them,  or  whetner  they  do  or  not,  they  mutt 
pa;  for  them,  and  wall  too ;  and  those  who  do 
not  live  in  them,  let  them  to  other  peO|4e. 
The  masters  stop  their  rents  out  of  their  wages^ 
for  these  tyrants  hare  the  power  to  do  to- 
some  about  31.,  others  3s.  6d.,  At.  per  walk, 
and  so  an.  The  oppressed  get  them  let,  some 
for  about  3s.,  some  for  abont  1(.  &A,  others 
Ii.  per  week,  and,  in  two  instances,  lliey  ban  ;; 


mattec  up;  they  found  it  necessary,  in 
Older  to  protect  themselves,  to  take  mea- 
sures for  preventing  tbe  frauds ;  they  had 
another  out;  to  perform— they  ought  to 
take  measurea  to  protect  tbe  public.  They 
had  found  it  necessary  to  issue  a  circular 
in  order  to  protect  themselves  ;  he  called 
upon  them  to  extend  that  protection  to 
the  country  at  large.  The  circular  be 
alluded  to  was  as  follows : — 

"  Tbe  whole  of  the  doth  of  which  the  supply 
is  to  be  made  is  to  be  manufactured  &om  new 
sound  wool ;  if  it  is  discovered  to  contain  any 
portion  of  wool  made  from  woollen  tags  known 
Dy  the  terms  *  woollen  waste,'  or  '  shoddy,'  or 
other  than  new  wool,  it  shall  subject  the  whole 
of  the  supply  to  be  rpjecied,  and  the  hon. 
Board  will  not  have  any  further  dealings  with 
tbe  parties  so  offending." 

These  were  the  practices  of  these  rogues 
— 4liescoundrelB[£auy&fer] — theinfamous 
rogues,  for  he  could  call  them  nothing 
else;  and  instead  of  laughing,  hon.  Mem- 
bers ought  to  blush  for  shame  that  their 
countrymen  were  capable  of  committing 
such  infamous  frauds.  Having  laid  such 
shameful  cases  before  the  House,  they 
would  agree  with  him  that  he  had  proved 
all  tbe  Gha^jeshe  bad  brought  against  the 
manufacturers.  But  if  the  Honse  had 
still  any  doubt  upon  the  matter— if  they 
thoDght  the  evideoce  was  still  deficient — 
then  let  them  ^rant  the  committee.  Was 
it  not  high  time  that  the  Government 
■honid  interf^e  in  order  to  put  a  stop  to 
those  practices  which  were  mining  the 
trade  of  the  cotintry,  and  punish  tbe 
guilty.  A  poor  man  committing  even  a 
trifling  frana  was  punished  heavilT,  while 
those  who  were  fraudulent  by  wholesale 
escaped.  There  was,  indeed,  one  law  for 
the  rich,  and  another  for  the  poor,  so 
long  as  such  a  system  was  allowed  to  go 
on.  He  Iwonld  now  say  a  few  words  on 
the  infamons  trui^  ayatem.  It  wss  now 
even  of  mon  importance  than  the  frauds, 
because  in  conieqnence  of  that  inferoBl 
system  thousands  of  the  laboaring  popula- 
aon  were  dying;  tbe  misery  caused  by  the 
cruelty  of  the  masters — by  their  heavy 
oppression — was  incalculable.  He  bad 
stated  before,  that  a  larfre  portion  of  tbe 
mannfactorers  were  in  the  habit  of  paying 
in  goods,  in  place  of  money,  and  many 
firms  settled  with  their  workmen  only 
once  in  three,  six,  or  eight  months.  On 
that  sobject  be  had  a  letter  from  a  higfaly- 
respectable  genllemaD,  who  said— 
"  Slit,— In  consequence  of  the  spriled  part 
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lat  ibea  for  W.  ik-we^.  Until  lately,  they 
kept  co«*,  and  forced  all  tbat  lived  under 
Iben  to  bave  one  qoart  of  milk  a^y,  and,  in 
Mima  MMi,  three  quarU  s^ay ,  became  ih^ 
ka*e  bad  three  workpeople  of  •  family.  WbeD 
Ibcy  kill  their  cow*,  tb^  compel  their  work* 
pea}Je  to  bafs  abaiea  erf'  it  {  they  hU  it  at  the 
*<cy  top  price,  whether  it  be  good  or  bBd,and 
Ihey  force  them  to  theM  tbiDgs,  an  they  m«ut 
turn  face  about.  If  thw  happen  to  apeak  a 
word,  tbey  will  gift  Uiem  a  character  with 
which  tbey  cannot  get  any  more  work  io  the 
town  or  the  oouMtry  ttther.  Theie  are  some 
bw  of  die  glarinf  iricki  of  (beta  Corn-law  t»- 
paalert,  thaae  hypocrite*,  who  tell  the  working 
*)a*e*,  that  dtey  wiafa  (hem  to  have  their  hghta, 
that  tbey  wiA  uiem  to  have  their  liberty  i  bat  it 
ia  all  fudge,  they  are  tba  aane  ■*  their  leader*, 
(be  ADti-CoTn.lBW  Lengtie,  they  are  downright 
impoilon.  Una  of  them  i*  now  raiiins  his 
rente  for  voters,  while  hi*  hard-working  alaves 
had  hard  work  to  keep  body  and  aoul  together 

Wh  Ibtt  ft  system  tbat  the  Oovftrn- 
merit  ought  to  tolerate  for  any  longer 
period,  now  that  it  bad  come  to  their 
xoowlet^?  He  would  next  read  lome 
letteta  from  ■  olersyman  of  the  Church  of 
Eogiaod  :— 

"  HUMrbanplon,  Jjrtl3,lB42. 
—I  am  sure  I  need  not  apologiie  for 
'  "1  of  a  perfect  stranger  upon  your 
M,  if  iny  atatenent  will  tend,  even 
in  the  ili|bic*t  degree,  to  farther  the  piaiae- 
WMlhT  w>|act  you  have  in  view,  of  axpofiog 
iht  taiqiiitifl*  of  the  track  lyttero.  I  regret  to 
■ay,  dun  I  have  (od  many  opportnnilie*  of 
wiiMMhig  the  working  of  uiia  tyiamiioal  syi- 
leia  in  ny  om  parish,  aod  Ur.  VilUers  D««d 
fonoftttihar  tfaantkaborMgb  wbiehba  np» 
raaanl^  fai  pnof,  that  a  great  ponion  of  ifae 

.!^ 1^. . .   .^g   V^;  *■ 

n  pvoTiftoiia 

"  I  «iU  metMioB  «■•  instance  with  which  I 
duMk  fon  sboald  be  made  acquainted  t  others 
«aii  be  bfongfit  forward.  If  re<iaired  i  but  this 
ia  a  case  which  I  bave  taken  pantcular  paitM 
to  investigate. 

"One of  (ha  moat  active  partisans  of  Mt. 
Villieif,  nd  a  principll  member  of  taia  con- 
Biittaa  at  (he  alaetion,  who  wa*,  by  the  late 
Admioi*(i«tioa,  made  a  mansirata  for  the 
connty  of  Stafford,  is  a  diief  partner  in  the 
—— colliery,  where  tiie  truck  system  1*  car- 
ried on  more  infamously  than  in  any  other 
works  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  men  are 
paid  once  in  four  and  sometimes  five  week*, 
wbes  tbey  nay  raceive  their  wages  in  money 
if  ih*y  deanad  i(,  but  the  man  who  roa« 
■aoh  demand,  wonld,  in  all  probabili(y,  be 
dismiisad ;  but  as  it  is  not  poasible  for  their 
families  (o  wait  (ill  the  expiration  of  the 
nonth  tot  the  means  of  subsistence,  they  are 
eompelkd  to  go  to  the  *  Tommy  shop,'  as  it 
4 IMT^  *  Mm  to  wliidt  if  ginn  ttwat 


*omp«Il4 
ianlM 


fur  any  goods  they  r 

of  some  few  of  ihear 

pared  with  tbat  aiked  by  the  ihopkeepers 

the  towD,  I  have  ascertained,  and  it  will  *how 

you  at  once  the  dishonest  advantage  taken  by 

the  oppressors  of  these  poor  men — 

Al  Tommy  ^p.    In  (be  town. 
Per  lb.  per  lb. 

Sugar     .         .         9d.       .         .     71^. 

Salt  butter   .    \5d.k.\U.     iOd-UUd. 

Bacon    .        .        9i.      .        .    l\i. 

Tea       .        .        Bi.      .        .    Sr. 
there  being  a  difference  of  more  than  SO  per 
cent,  on  the  article  of  tea. 

"  I  shall  not  object  to  your  naing  my  ntnne 
ai  the  anthor  of  this  information  ahosld  it! 
truth  he  disputed,  but  at  the  lame  time,  I  mqr 
add,  tbat  I  would  not  willingly  have  my  name 
mad'}  public. 

"  My  attentioo  has  long  been  directed  to 
this  horrid  system,  aod  in  July  laat,  a  letter  of 
mine,  under  the  aignattire  of  'The  Uiner's 
Friend,'  appeared  in  the  Wafeeriaaqriim  C^ro- 
mcU,  bn(  no  good  reanlted  from  it 

"  I  shall  have  grea[  pleaaore  in  giving  yoit 
any  farther  information  mi  (be  aubject. 

"  Dnring  the  severe  weaihar  in  IMI,  when 
temp  waa distribnted  (ooorpooratltf.a-qnart, 
it  is  a  faetfwbieh  came  to  the  knowledge  of  my 
cnrate,  that  soma  of  the  families,  in  the  receipt 
of  oomiaally  good  vragea,  actually  dediotd  a 
ticket  for  (he  soup,  on  (he  plea  (tet  they  had 
not  the  penny  to  pay  for  it,  as  they  received 
their  wages  in  good*." 

"  Wokerhatt^ton,  April  13, 1842. 

"Sib,— In  r^ly  (o  yo«r  inquiry  respactiag 
the  quality  of  the  goods  sold  at  the  trucktbope, 
I  have  frequently  seen  bad  salt  butter  from 
these  bbope  U  lid.  and  ie<C  while  al  the  re- 
tail shops,  good  was  sold  at  IM.  and  lliL 
a-pouod;  the  sugar  at  9(1.,  and  in  one  in. 
stance  at  lOd.  per  ponnd,  not  so  good  as  at 
7id.;  floor  of  a  very  ieforlor  quality  at  11a 
a-buabel,  irhila  I  find,  that  at  the  very  time, 
(he  best  was  lOi.  a(  (he  mill. 

"  Since  roy  last  letter,  I  bave  asoertaioed 
from  a  buckiler  upon  whom  I  can  depend, 
(hat  she  ii  in  the  cmstant  habit  of  receiving 

rd*  bought  at  (he  truck-shop  in  exchange 
milk,  potatoe*,  Ik.,  %»  (he  men  in  some 
iulaoces  never  receive  money  ;  of  course, 
such  barter  is  not  made  without  a  loai  to  the 
laboaring  man," 

He  begged  to  call  (he  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  following  coBunanicatba 
he  bad  received  as  to  the  city  of  Carliale  : 
"Hundreds  of  the  working  dasset  are 
gratehl  for  tha  fearleea  nipMnre  of  tbe  deeep- 
tiona  and  villaDie*  practiaed  by  the  masttr 
raannfaeiuren  and  cMton-spinnera  of  this 
conn(ry.  The  track  aysiem  ha*  been  carrtad 
on  far  eigbteen  years  by  one  of  tba  largest 
Arms  in  this  district ;  theybaveaomehnodrids 
of  cottages,  which  they  force  (hair  workpeople 
to  Mcui%  for  whiflh  (liejr  b«v«  to  pay  go  or 
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40  pir  ceDt.  more  than  othen.  Thi  mliter 
minnfacturers,  who  employ  weaTen  het«  to 
the  number  of  3,000>  supply  them  with  shut- 
tles, hiddlei,  aod  brushes  (all  of  vhicb  the 
veaver  baa  to  find),  and  fornhich  tbey  charge 
enormously  high.  You  might  be  furnished 
with  a  full  and  accurate  exposure  of  the  truck 
system,  and  other  matters  of  deception  as 
practised  here,  provided  the  parties  furnishing 
It,  weie  secured  against  future  persecution. 
Protection  is  abiolutcly  necessary. 

Then  ai  to  Scotland,  he  would  ky  be- 
Tore  HouK  tbe  following  stateraents : — 

"  Coatbridge,  near  Glasgow,  nine  extensifa 
jronnorks,  at  which  an  immenie  quantity  of 
people  are  employed.  Each  ironwork  has  its 
store,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  wages 
are  paid  in  goods  at  a  profit  to  the  masters  of 
IS  to  20  per  cenL  above  the  common  retailer. 
Some  of  these  masters  have  acted  as  conspi- 
cuous members  of  the  Anti-Com-lawLeague," 

"  Paisley. — Working  man.  Specimen  of 
Ibe  nefarious  sytlem  pursued  by  our  Corn- 
law  repealing  masteta.  Moat  of  them  have 
stores,  or  cottagei,  (or  their  workers,  particu- 
larly those  who  are  the  greatest  repealers,  and 
tbeir  workers  are  obliged  to  purchase  from 
•uch  atote,  and  take  their  cottages,  or  if  not  no 
longer  work  for  them.  Thvf  are  charged 
about  20  to  95  per  cent,  above  the  market 
price  For  their  goods,  with  an  infetiorit}  of 
article.  The  master  printers  in  this  countiy, 
not  content  with  the  above  system  of  robbery, 
adopt  another  system  of  robbery  more  grievous 
than  the  above.  They  make  them  work  from 
one  to  four  houn  extra  per  day,  what  ia  called 
overtime,  and  give  them  nothing  for  it.  Be 
ao  good  as  not  to  give  up  my  name,  as  the 
master  printers  would  punish  me  by  not  em- 
ploying me." 

He  had  aUo  received  tbti  letter  from  a 
poor  miner,  which  he  trould  read, — 

"  Sir, — It  is  with  inexpressible  pleasire  I 
write  to  you,  having  carerully  read  all  the 
speeches  and  remarks  you  have  made  inPntlia- 
ment,  and  find  tliat  you  are  one  who  wishes  the 
welfare  of  the  toilwora  and  cruelly-used  Bri- 
tish artisan.  I  see  you  mean  to  bring  on  a 
motion  before  the  tlouse  on  the  10th  inst., 
which,  if  carried,  will  be  tbe  canse  of  bringing 
(o  the  world  an  exposure  of  the  robberies  and 
cruellies  played  off  by  our  employer*  upon  us 
miuct*.  Every  coal  and  iron  master  in  and 
round  this  eiteniive  mining  district  are  law- 
makers; and  believe  me,  the  laws  they  make 
and  put  upon  their  ofBce-doots  are  of  the  most 
hideoQS  caste.  We  are  obliged  to  bend  under 
them,  for  should  any  of  us  resist  tliem,  as  some 
•ctaijly  does,  we  are  pounced  upon  by  them, 
carried  before  the  sheriff  or  magistrate  of  the 
district,  who  never  fails  to  decide  aga' 
the  miners,  on  the  ground,  that  *  these 
the  rules  of  the  work,  and  you  must  abide  by 
ihem.'  In  consequence  the  victim  has  either 
to  go  to  bridewell,  or  pay  3^.  or  3f.  of  ex- 


Mniet ;  the  latter  be  it  not  able  to  do,  u  b« 
IS  imprisoned,  and  hia  fiimily  starved.  Ttwra 
is  a  general  law  practised  at  all  theae  work* 
which  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  eipoaing.  If 
any  miner  allow  bis  father,  his  brother,  or  hil 
ion  to  sleep  one  night  under  the  roof  of  his 
house,  and  they  are  employed  at  any  other 
work  but  the  work  he  is  employed  at,  the  un- 
fortnoate  miner  is  charged  double  rent  tot 
each  fault,  and  compelled  lo  pay,  it  being  a 
rule  at  the  work  I  Our  employera  have  almoet 
all  victualling  stores  ai  iheirworks;  Ibeminera 
are  compelled  to  take  all  the  provisions  they 
need  from  these  stores,  at  a  rate  price  tu 
above  the  market  or  any  grocer's  shop.  They 
wish  the  miner  to  have  nothing  left  at  pay- 
day, yet  they  strive  to  have  him  out  of  deM 
with  them  also,  by  keeping  bis  belly  to  match 
his  earnings.  I  know  manv  indtutrioua  minora 
who  have  not  handled  a  shilling  of  their  own 
earnings  these  four  years ;  and  it  is  a  general 
feature  in  the  trade,  when  they  wish  to  reduce 
Ihewages,  or  introduce  any  new  rule,  that  they 
shut  tbeir  store,  and  never  fail  to  gain  tbeir 
point,  by  starving  DOor  men  into  tiieit  mea- 
sures. At  works  where  there  is  not  a  alore^ 
the  miner  has  lo  pay  bis  employer  It.  for  every 
pound  he  lifts,  at  any  other  time  than  pay> 
day,  which  is  bad  enough,  but  nothing  to  a 


"  In  Portland,  county  of  Waterfbrd,  said  a 
letter,  which  he  had  received,  a  wealthy  firm, 
who  lately  offered  80,000J.  for  a  property, 
carry  on  the  infamous  track  system  in  fUl 
operation.  The  operatives  are  compelled  to 
live  in  bouses  built  by  their  employers,  exorw 
bitant  reois  are  demanded,  whicn  are  slopped 
out  of  their  wedcly  wages,  and  a  shop,  with 
nomeroni  articles  for  sale,  is  attached  to  tbe 
premises.  The  poor  people  are  not  paid 
their  miserable  earnings  In  money,  but  in  hits 
of  printed  card  paper  (marked  with  the  name 
of  ihe  firm)  called  '  tokens,'  which  will  only 
pass  ^s  an  e<)uivalent  for  goods  at  this  trudt 
shop  belonging  to  the  mill.  I  need  not  tell 
you  exorbitant  proGit  are  made." 

But  what  would  Ibe  Houae  lay,  when 
he  told  them,  that  under  this  ayitem, 
which  extended  through  England,  Walet, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  ihe  workpeople 
were  compelled  to  pay  for  Anti-Coro-law 
pamphlets,  fined  6d,  for  apeaking,  and  1$. 
for  singing ;  called  upon  to  obey  rules 
which  tbey  could  not  help  breaking,  aad 
fined  enormously  for  doing  lO ;  for  money 
lent,  uaorioua  interest  waa  exacted  ?     Ha 

ihed  particularly  to  draw  attention  to 


L,S'i,r.°;:i"-">"°""s^- 


On  the  14ih  December,  a  roanufacturar 
was  convicted  before  the  Sheffield  magisirjles 
for  paying  wages  in  cloth ;  he  ask^  3l.  a 
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y»d ;  the  workman  gave  U  iSi.,  and  (old  h 
for  111.,  proved  before  the  magiitrales  to  be 
iU  full  TBiue,  and  a  qnarter  of  yard  not  Rt  for 
uie;  fiDedlOJ.aQdco«U.     Two  more,  Si. 

No  doubt  the  right  hon.  Oentleman,  at 
the  bead  of  the  Home  Depaittnent,  would 
talk  about  the  law  having  been  enforced; 
bat  his  case  was,  that  for  one  cate  in 
which  the  law  had  been  enforced,  in  ninety- 
nine  it  bad  been  lucceurully  evaded.  Now, 
he  wished  to  observe,  that  when  the  hon. 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  had,  on  a 
former  occasion,  read  a  aCatement  from  a 
person  residing  in  hii  part  of  the  country, 
that  statemeat  asserted  what  was  utterly 
untrue, — namely,  that  he  had  applied  the 
charges  he  made  to  all  the  nianufactarers 
of  Yorkshire,  whereas  he  had  only  applied 
them  to  some,  and  those  belonging  to  the 
League.  This  ilBtemenl,  moreover,  had 
been  aupported  by  fraud  and  forgery,  for 
many  of  the  signatures  were  positive 
forgeries  ;  and  some  of  those  who  signed 
were  making  70  per  cent,  on  the  poor. 
He  would  also  read  a  passage  from  the  re- 
port (p.  552)  of  H.  S.  Chapman,  esq.,  of 
the  Middle  Temple,  an  assistant  commis- 
sioner for  inquiring  into  the  condition  of 
the  handloom  weavers  in  the  United  King- 
dom, in  1838.  It  would  show,  that  not 
only  does  the  truck  system  prevail  in  the 
West  Riding  of  Yorluhite,  but  that  any 
complaint  on  the  part  of  the  weavers  was 
generally  followed  by  loss  of  employment, 
a*  he  bad  stated  in  the  House. 

"  At  Idle,  where  I  beld  a  public  inquiry  for 
ihe  lownsbips  of  Idle,  Shipley,  Eccleshill,  and 
Bolion,  a  written  statement  wai  handed  io, 
complaining  of  the  eiiiteoce  of  the  truck 
system  at  a  small  hamlet  called  Windhill,  in 
the  Brst-named  lowoship.  It  is  a  fact  worthy 
of  DOtice,  that  I  was  begged  not  to  ask  ques- 
tions on  the  point,  as  any  testimony  on  the 
part  of  a  weaver  who  bad  suffered  from  the 
custom  would  have  been  followed  by  loss  of 
•mployuent.  I  was,  however,  ssaured  by 
tnaay  persons,  both  employers  and  wesven, 
Ibai  the  allegation  was  correct.  This  shows 
how  completely  inpoteat  is  the  law,  howso- 
ever atriagent  it  may  be,  where  both  employer 
and  employed  will  coosent  to  violate  it.  The 
employed  is  compelled  to  submit;  iha  coo- 
Btantly  overstocked  state  of  the  labour-market 
places  him  at  the  mercy  of  the  master,  and  the 
same  condition  prevents  him  taking  a  single 
step  to  expose  the  fraud  to  which  he  is  sub- 
jected. At  Chnrwell,  south  of  Leeds,  do- 
Otfaer  form  of  truck  was  exhibited  to  me,  as 
esistin^  at  Beeston,  where  there  is  a  factory 
employing  between  twenty  and  thirty  liand- 
looia  weavers.    It  is  the   practice   of  the 


owners  of  this  factory  to  oblige  their  weavers 
to  take  part  of  their  bard  earnings  in  cloth, 
ill  some  cases  less  than  half  being  paid  in 

And  now  as  to  Birmingham  he  would 
read  the  folioning: — 


«To  T 


Gaiette. 

"  Smatl  Arm*  Department,  Birmiaglum, 
Marth  10,  1842. 
"  Sia, — Great  complaints  have  been  made 
to  me  lately  by  the  labouring  men  in  the  gun- 
lock  trade,  and  I  yesterday  visited  the  neigh- 
bouthood  of  Wednesbury  and  Darlaston, 
where  that  branch  of  manu&cture  is  princi- 
pally carried  on,  and  I  find  that  the  practice  of 
paying  the  workmen  by  truck,  or '  tommy,'  as 
It  ii  called  amoogat  the  men,  has  been,  and  is 
at  llie  present  moment,  carried  on  to  a  ruiuons 

"  To  all  those  persons  who  are  employed  as 
contractors  for  the  lupply  of  mugket  locks  for 
her  Majesty's  service  (many  of  whom,  how- 
ever, I  roust  say,  have  not  lent  themselves  to 
the  practice),  I  have  given  notice  that  I  am  de- 
termined to  put  down  such  a  nefarious  and 
illegal  system  in  every  way  in  my  power;  and 
that  so  far  as  those  supplies  are  coucemed,  I 
shall  insist  that  the  lock-Ulera  do  receive  the 
wages  agreed  upon  in  money,  without  subter- 
fuge, trick,  or  evasion,  either  by  tickets  upon 
other  parlies,  by  discount,  by  pretence  of  loao, 
or  by  any  other  dishooesl  contrivance.  The 
labourer  is  worthy  of  his  hire.  A  fair  allow- 
ance is  made  for  it  in  Ihe  contract  price,  and 
he  has  a  right  to  speud  his  money  as  he  will 
in  die  best  and  cheapest  market. 

"  If  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  make 
this,  my  resolution,  more  extensively  known 
through  [be  medium  of  your  widely-spread 
publication,  it  may  be  the  means  of  benentting 
a  very  deaening  class  of  workmen  by  drawing 
attention  to  this  destructive  practice ;  and  yon 
will  at  Ihe  same  time  confer  an  obligation  on 
your  very  obedient,  humble  servant, 
"  GEOaoe  Lovell, 
"  Her  Myetty't  Inipcttor  of  Small  Arm." 

If  be  wanted  any  coD6rmation  of  the 
justice  of  his  motion,  be  need  not  go  far 
for  it.  He  would  remind  the  House  that 
this  was  not  the  firat  time  the  working 
classei  had,  by  their  advocates,  appealed 
to  the  House  for  protection,  and  that  their 
claim  had,  ere  this,  been  recognized.  On 
the  17th  of  February,  179.^,  t.  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Whitbread  for  a  protection 
of  labour,  seconded  by  Sir  R.  Peel  (the 
present  right  hon.  Baronet's  father),  sup- 
ported by  Pox  and  Sheridan,  and  admitted 
to  be  jitst  by  Pitt,  who  sanctioned  the  pay- 
ment of  wages  out  of  the  poor-rates.  Then 
in  July  5,  1830,  Mr.  Littleton  moved  to 
bring  in  the  Labourers'  Wages  Bill,  on 
vrbicb  Mr.  Huskinon  said— 
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gif«  evidence  upon  thii  cominUtee,  ind 
to  declare  that  day  niuit  eilher  be  honeM 
theiDieltef  and  retire  from  tnde,  or  be  aa 
dnhoneit  as  those  wbo  have  till  now  op- 
pretsed  the  poor  end  disgraced  the  coun- 
uy.  There  are  tboH,  oot  far  diataot,  wbo 
ere  ready  before  m  committee  of  this 
Houie  to  aubeUiDtiate  thoie  cbumi  br 


"  If  anf  bon.  Gentleman  would  take  tha 
trouble  to  inform  htmMlf  as  to  what  wu  pasa- 
iog  in  StaSbidifaJic,  and  io  part  of  the  cotton 
and  clothing  districti,  he  would  End  that  a 
yery  great  portion  of  the  diatiess  non  preTiil' 
ing  there  wu  not  (o  much  ovrlDg  to  want  uf 
employment  as  to  the  undue  and  un^ir  corx- 
petitioD  to  which  the  truck  syitem  gave  risi^, 
by  making  the  whole  Irads  a  struggle  between 
the  aTBiicB  of  the  tnaatcc  and  the  necessitii'» 
and  comfort!  of  the  workmen.  Why  should 
we  not  estead  the  same  proleclloo  to  those 
who  had  no  friend  to  guide  them,  and  whu 
looked  up  to  the  Legislature  a*  (heir  ihield 
against  Uie  extortion  of  (hose  who  regarded 
onlv  their  own  advantage,  and  never  thought 
of  the  suflerings  and  afiiclioni  of  those  whom 
they  employed  ?  It  was  upon  these  grounds 
he  was  ready  to  acknowledge  that  on  the  score 
of  humanity  and  feeling  he  gave  his  support 
to  the  bill,  and  should  do  so  eveo  if  it  were 
opposed  to  the  doctrinea  of  political  economy, 
with  which,  however,  he  contended  it  was  per- 
fectly consistent." 

On  the  3rd  of  May,  1830,  Lord  SUnlej 
presented  a  petitioo  from  the  manufac- 
tureta,  Iradeamen,  and  otbera  of  Heaton 
Norrif,  igainU  tbe  truck  Bjatem,  and 
•Uted — 

"  That  this  system  gave  great  advantage  to 
a  few  rich  men,  who  acquired  immense  profits 
at  the  expense  of  the  laboutera— a  system  that 
was  as  iqjurious  to  the  manufacturers  who  did 
not  adopt  it  as  to  the  workmen  who  were 
immediate  victims." 

On  the  6th  of  July,  1830,  Sir  Robert 
Peel  aaid— 

"  The  great  evil  of  the  present  day 
tendency  to  diminish  the  enjoyments  of  the 
poorer  classes ;  and  be  could  conceive  nothing 
more  likely  to  reduce  them  to  a  state  of  servi* 
tude  than  that  their  master,  who  might  be 
getting  8,000f.  or  1 0,000 J.  a-year  by  his  ma- 
nufactory, should  take  from  them  3,000J.  or 
3,000{.  mare  by  dealing  in  bacon  and  cheese. 
He  hoped  thnt  If  this  bill  were  lost  by  the 
means  which  the  hon.  Member  (.Mr,  Hume) 
possessed,  and  might  use  to  defeat  it,  the  work- 
ing classes  would  understand  that  it  was  he 
who  was  responsible  for  the  consequences." 


justice  which  there,  and  there  only  they 
can  anert.  In  theif  name  I  appeal  to 
your  justice  for  that  proteclioo  which 
here  alone  they  can  aeek,  and  which  here 
tliey  have  an  inalienable  right  to  claim. 
This  motion  may  be  lost ;  bat  if  it  be,  it 
will  be  lost  to  the  serioaa  iajnry  of  trad« 
and  commerce  ;  it  will  cause  heartrending 
affliction  to  thouaanda  of  the  working 
claaaea  who  are  anxionsly  awaiting  your 
deciiion.  And  ardently  I  do  hope  thai 
the  Government  will  discharge  the  doty 
they  owe  to  tbe  public  as  the  guaidiani  of 
the  country'a  honoar,  and  of  the  So- 
vereign's dignity  (feeling  that  dishonour 
at  home  or  abroad  must  sully  the  lustre  of 
that  Sovereign's  diadem) — that  they  will 
discbarge  that  duty  by  agreeing  to  the 
motion,  which  I  urge  on  tkve  unassailable 

Erinciple  that  the  labourer  is  worthy  of  his 
ire. 

Mr.  Feildm  said,  if  (he  practice  had 
taken  place  which  the  boa.  Member  had 
described,  it  was  a  disgrace  on  (he  Bng. 
lish  nation,  and  a  remady  was  required. 
It  was  high  time  that  the  Legislature  of 
the  country  should  make  an  inquiry  into 
the  practices  said  to  prevail,  and  if  sadi 
were  found  to  be  tbe  case,  to  apply  a 
lemedy. 

Mr.  Wallace  was  eiceedingly  desiront 
that  this  committee  should  be  granted.  He 
believed  that  there  was  a  good  deal  of 
truth  in  what  the  bun.  Member  had  stated, 
and  he  believed  also  that  there  might  be 
rdlacious  statements  miiied  up  with  the 
communioations  of  tbe  boo.  Hamber,  be 
(Mr.  Ferrand)  believing  tbem  to  be  per- 
feetly  trne.  He  hoped  the  right  bon. 
Baronet  (Sir  J.  Oraham)  would  grant  tbe 
inquiry  in  whatever  form  it  might  be 
thought  most  desirable.  He  belieired  that 
it  wag  very  unwise  to  contione  the  truck- 

Ktem  in  any  fonn,  and  he  believed  that 
Qovernment  would  do  well,  if  satis- 
fied that  the  evil  existed,  if  they  eonld  pro- 
vide some  easy  and  cheap  means  by  w  '  * 


The  bon.  Member  concluded : — Sir,  I 
have  done  my  duty  in  bringing  this  ques- 
tion forward,  Tbe  responstbility  rests  on 
the  House  and  on  the  Qovernment,  of 
dealing  with  tbe  claims  for  justice  and  re- 
dress of  honest  manufacturers  and  dis- 
tressed workmea.  If  the  Oavamment  re- 
sist the  motion,  the  responsibility  of  reject- 
ing it  will  be  theirs.    There  is,  let  me 

assure  them,  an  intense  feeling  abroad  those  who  offended  against  the  law  mlEbt 
upon  the  subject.  There  are  not  far  I  be  prosecuted.  The  great  evil  in  this 
distant  honest  manufacturers,  who  have  [country  vras  the  difficulty  of  obtunin; 
come  from  the  north  at  their  own  espeaw  ]  cheap  justice. 
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Hr.  Wakley  had  felt  surprise  at  the 
appuraat  reluctance  of  the  Members  of 
the  AdmmUtratioD  to  address  tht:  HoQie 
after  the  speech  of  the  hou.  Member  for 
KnareHborougb'  What  he  gatbaTed  fiom 
thsir  silence  wa>  this,  that  there  was  a  de- 
■ira  on  their  part  to  ascertain  what  was 
tbtt  feelipg  of  the  House  with  regard  to 
this  piopoaitioD,  If  that  were  so,  nothing 
could  be  more  coninteDdable,  He  coa- 
■idered  that  a  motion  of  this  kind  could 
scarcely  be  granted  wilh  a  strong  feeling 
of  the  House  against  it,  and  be  alio 
tbODght  it  scarcely  possible  that  the  Go- 
vernuKut  could  resist  the  motioD  with 
a  atroDg  feeling  in  tbe  House  for  it. 
The  charge*  of  tbe  hon.  Member  for 
Knaiesborougb  were  of  the  most  seiious 
character,  and  affecting  the  comforts  and 
the  happiness  of  millioos  of  our  fellow 
couatrymen.  Even  if  these  charges  were 
made  on  false  testanent  uT  the  most 
heiDOua  descriptiiHi,  he  considered  this 
House  would  not  be  discbarging  its  duty 
to  the  working  people  of  the  country  if  u 
did  not  ioiist  on  inquiry  into  their  truth 
01  their  falsehood.  It  was  stated  that  the 
working  people  were  completely  the  slares 
of  their  employers — that  Uiey  were  in  such 
a  state  of  dependence  and  destitution  that 
they  could  scarcely  be  lakl  to  be  living  in 
a  conotry  in  which  freedom  was  a  part  of 
the  constitution.  He  siocerly  hoped  that 
the  Government  would  not  oppose  a  mt>' 
tion  of  this  nature ;  but  in  <xda  to  make 
the  ioqniry  efiectual,  and  to  do  full  and 
coogplete  justice,  tbe  investigation  must 
not  be  a  partial  one— it  must  be  levelled 
agaiiut  aU  classes  of  emjployers,  and  ex- 
tend to  tbe  employers  of  agricultural  la- 
bourere,  £"  Cktert."]  He  was  glad  to 
hear  that  cbeer;  it  showed  that  ban. 
Members  were  actuated  by  far  higher 
motives  than  self-interests,  ^id  that  their 
desire  wu  to  do  full  justice  to  the  working 
people.  Tbe  gravamen  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
bers cbarse  waa  that  the  maanfactnrers 
were  pnving  their  wotkpeople  in  kind,  and 
giving  tbem  food  instead  of  money.  How 
WM  it  that  the  hoQ<  Member  had  not  ac- 
qnired  farther  information  on  this  sul^t  ? 
Was  be  aware  that  in  Scotland,  and  to  a 
very  considerable  extent  in  the  north  of 
England,  the  track-system  prevailsd  on 
farmaaawtUu  in  manufactories?  Did 
boa.  Memfaera  deniv  bis  assertions  by 
shaking  their  beads  f  He  assured  them 
that  there  was  more  in  bi«  itatenent  than 
WW  to  be  Hound  ia  tbeu  beaik    What  be 


was  stating  was  the  plain  and  naked  tratb, 
and  hon.  Members  coanected  with  the 
north  of  England  would  not  deny,  that  it 
bad  been  the  practice,  time  out  of  mind, 
to  pay  tbe  labourer  on  farms  in  kind,  and 
not  in  money  wages,  both  in  Scotland 
and  England.  He  would  not  asseit  that 
this  practice  had  operated  nnjustly ;  but. 
in  order  that  an  inquiry  of  this  nature 
should  be  full  and  complete,  and  giva 
sacisfuction,  the  inveiti^tion  proposed 
should  not  be  partial.  He,  therefore, 
wished  to  introduce  in  the  motion  after 
the  word  "  railways,"  the  words  *•  and  by 
occupiers  of  land  in  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland."  He  hoped 
the  hon.  Member  lor  Knaresborough 
would  not  object  to  this  alteration,  and 
that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  not 
object  to  it,  because  if  they  limited  their 
inquiry  to  tbe  manufacturen,  they  would 
be  preindging  the  case,  and  assuming  that 
they  bad  ima  acting  in  thi«  nnjust  and 
oppressive  manner  towards  their  labourers, 
and  would  cast  a  stigma  on  the  commerce 
of  the  country  wbicn  it  nould  be  difficult 
to  remove.  But  if  they  introduced  the 
words  he  proposed,  it  wouUl  show  that 
the  inquiry  was  to  extend  to  the  payment  of 
all  labourers.  lie,  for  one,  tendered  his 
thanks  to  tbe  hon.  Member  for  tbe  exer- 
tions which  be  had  made  in  the  cause  of  the 
people.  From  tha  fervour  of  bis  feelings 
tbe  hon.  Gentleman  had  occasionally  been 
led  into  tbe  use  of  harsh  terms,  but  he 
believed,  that  it  had  arisen  from  his  anx> 
iely  for  the  workmg  people,  and  that  it 
was  not  bis  intention  to  cast  unjust  alle- 
gations. He  moat  cordially  supported 
the  motion,  and  should  feel  most  grateful 
to  the  Government  if  they  acceded  to  it. 

Colonel  Sibthon  most  cordially  se- 
conded the  amenoment.  He  thought  it 
was  but  fair  that  the  inquiry  should  be 
general.  With  regard  to  the  charge  that 
the  track-system  was  practised  amongst 
tbe  farmers  of  tbe  north  of  England,  ha 
had  never  known  a  single  instance  of  it 
though  he  had  property  in  various  part* 
of  the  itorth  of  England.  He  sincerely 
hoped  lier  Majesty's  Government  would 
assent  both  to  the  motion  and  to  the 
addition  moved  to  be  introduced  into  it. 

Mr.  Brotherlon  should  wish  that  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Finsbury  should  not  be  persisted  in, 
for  two  reasons :  one  wu,  the  act  which 
was  passed  two  years  ago  for  preventing 
the  tTuck'iystem  specially  excluded  tba   . 
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agricultural  inlerestt.  To  the  maaufac- 
tur^rait  was  made  illegal,  but  legal  to  the 
farmers.  He  believed,  that  the  practice 
was  very  general  in  Scotland,  and  in 
man;  parts  of  England ;  and  if  the  words 
moved  to  be  added  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Finsbury  were  inseiteil  in  the  motion, 
the  committee  would  never  finish  its  la- 
boura ;  and,  theiefore,  he  wished  the  in- 
quiry to  be  confined  to  the  tnanuracturing 
ialeresls.  He  would  add  hii  request  that 
the  committee  might  be  granled.  He 
believed,  that  there  was  considerable  op- 
pression exercised  by  the  manuractureri. 
There  wai  no  doubt  of  it ;  and  he  did  say, 
that  the  system  ought  to  be  put  down  if 
possible.  At  the  same  time  he  wished 
that  a  fair  committee  might  be  chosen, 
and  that  it  might  be  clearly  ascertained 
whether  those  engaged  in  the  truck-system 
were  members  of  the  Anti-Corn-law  league 
or  not.  He  believed  from  all  the  in- 
formation he  had,  that  where  one  manu- 
factarer  in  the  Anti-Com-law  League 
practised  this  system,  there  were  ten  not 
connected  with  it  who  did.  He  was 
exceedingly  aniioas  that  the  whole  truth 
should  come  out,  and  that  a  committee  of 
inquiry  should  be  appointed,  and  that 
whether  this  system  were  practised  by 
members  of  the  Anti-Com-law  League  or 
not,  it  should  be  put  an  end  to. 

Sir./,  Graham  said,  be  had  anticipated, 
after  what  had  taken  place  on  a  former 
evening,  when  very  strong  assertions  had 
been  made  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Knares- 
borough,  which  were  as  strongly  contra- 
dicted on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House, 
Bud  when  hon.  Members  had  been  almost 
taunted  to  more  thid  inquiry,  that  the 
motion  would  not  be  objected  to.  He 
certainly  should  not  have  thought  it  con- 
sistent with  hi*  duty  to  consent  to  a 
motion,  the  terms  of  which  were  calcu- 
lated to  convey  a  stigma  upon  the  manu- 
facturing interest,  because,  as  had  been 
truly  stated  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Fins- 
bury,  the  adoption  by  the  Government  of 
this  motion,  upon  the  presumption  that 
this  practice  was  common  amongst  the 
maoufacturers,  was  a  step  which  would  be 
derogatory  to  the  honour  of  the  commerce 
or  this  kingdom,  and  which  be  should  be 
very  sorry  to  give  countenance  (o.  He 
was  certain  that  both  in  the  home  and  in 
the  foreign  market,  the  natural  effect  of 
honest  competition  would  be  to  put  an 
end  to  these  fraudulent  practices,  and 
tbat   the  fraudulent  minurfieturer   and 
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tradesman  would  not  long  be  cnablad 
beneficially  to  persevere.  He  believed, 
that  these  were  household  truths  familiar 
to  all  Englishmen,  and  that  a  departure 
from  these  rules  was  the  exception,  and 
the  strict  observance  of  them  the  general 
rule.  He  could  not,  therefore,  concur  in 
any  sweeping  condemnation  of  the  claia 
of  manufacturers  in  this  country.  He 
must  say,  that  he  saw  something  to  r^iet 
in  the  terms  of  the  motion  as  they  now 
stood  on  the  orders,  in  the  frequent  repe- 
tition of  the  word  "  fraud,"  With  respect 
to  statutory  enactments  to  prevent  those 
frauds  which  did  occasionally  occur,  Lba 
hon.  Gentleman  had  shown  that  they 
were  abortive.  With  regard  to  the  first 
part  of  the  motion  of  the  hon.  Member, 
he  thought  it  unnecessary,  in  consequence 
of  the  sessional  orders  which  already  stood 
on  the  journals  relative  to  witneasea  to 
the  same  effect.  He  would  beg  that  tlw 
sessional  order  on  the  subject  should 
be  read.  [Sessional  order  read.]  He 
was  satiafied  (the  right  ban.  Batonet 
continued)  that  inquiry  as  to  the  necesaitj 
of  further  legislation  to  prevent  frauds  in 
manufactures  would  be  fruitless.  Hs  (for 
one)  should  altogether  despair  of  the  suc- 
cess of  any  attempt  of  that  kind  ;  and  he 
repeated,  that  the  real  remedy  would  be 
found  in  the  competition  of  honest  trades- 
men. The  question  then  narrowed  itself 
to  inquiring  as  to  the  payment  in  gooda 
and  not  in  money,  Several  acts  of  Par- 
liament had  been  passed  to  prevent  this. 
The  last  measure  of  that  kind  was  brought 
in  by  Lord  Hatherton,  then  Mr.  Littleton, 
and  the  act  now  upon  the  statute-book 
had  been  passed  with  very  general  unc- 
tion and  concurrence.  He  confessed,  tbat 
at  the  lime  that  act  passed  he  did  not 
think  it  possible  not  to  favour  the  princi- 
ple of  it.  In  prosperous  times,  when  the 
demand  for  labour  was  increased,  the 
workman  was  master  over  his  employer; 
but  in  less  prosperous  times  there  would 
always  be  a  strong  temptation  in  the  em- 
ployer to  reduce  the  workman's  wages. 
It  was  most  painful  to  a  master  to  say,  to 
his  workman  who  had  been  working  Amt 
him  twelve  or  fourteen  hours  per  day,  "  I 
am  paying  you  too  much."  He  waa  na- 
turally driven  b^  the  pressure  of  the 
limes  to  find  evasions  to  reduce  bis  work- 
man's wages ;  and  what  was  the  natural 
mode  to  which  he  resorted  1  He  bad' 
recouree  to  that  which  the  law  prohibited,  ^-^  > 
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iDuter ;  he  was  alwolutety  dependent  od 
his  employer,  and  his  employer,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  gun  him  to  under- 
■land  that  if  ha  did  not  conient  to  the 
charge  be  made,  either  far  rent  or  goodi, 
he  ibould  no  longer  be  employed  by  him. 
Under  the  pretiure  of  luch  circpmitances 
tbs  labouring  man  submitted,  and  hence, 
at  had  been  truly  mid  in  one  of  the  letters 
which  had  been  read  to  the  House  by  the 
hon.  Hember  for  Knaresborough,  the  ei- 
isting  law  was  impotent.  The  Legislature 
might  make  the  law  as  stringent  as  they 
pleased;  still,  when  the  demand  for  laboar 
was  not  effective,  whatever  enactment 
tDight  be  placed  upon  the  statute  book, 
still,  indirectly,  wages  woold  be  lowered 
in  the  way  complained  of  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Knaresborough.  He  was 
aware  of  the  exemption  as  to  farm  labour* 
ers  mentioned  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Salford  ;  and  one  of  the  objections  he  had 
to  granting  the  comniittee  was  the  fear 
that  the  GoTemment  might  contribute  in 
the  least  degree  to  the  perpetuation  of 
those  angry  feelings  which  recent  dis- 
cussions m  that  House  bad  occasioned 
between  the  mannfacturing  and  the  agri- 
cultural classes,  and  that  if  the  enquiry 
were  limited^  the  concession  of  the  com- 
mittee would  have  the  air  of  partiality. 
Bat  while  he  had,  in  concert  with  his  right 
hon.  Friend  at  the  head  of  the  Oorern- 
ment,  been  listening  to  the  preseot  dis- 
cussion it  had  occurred  to  him  that  it  might 
be  possible  to  open  a  limited  inquiry  not 
subject  to  the  objections  he  had  shortly 
stated,  and  which  at  once  would  be 
fair,  equitable,  and  comprehensive.  And 
with  this  view  he  was  prepared  to  move 
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"  A  select  committes  be  appointed  (o  inqnire 
iolo  the  operation  of  the  law  which  prohibib 
the  payment  of  wages  in  goods  or  otherwise 
tbsn  in  the  current  coin  of  the  realm,  and 
iolo  the  alleged  ensions  and  defects  of  the 
present  enaclmeats. " 

He  did  not  anticipate  any  disadvantage 
would  arise  from  the  most  rigid  inquiry  of 
the  chiiacter  he  had  suggested.  Id  the 
north  of  England,  in  Northumberland,  and 
in  the  Cheviot-hills  the  shepherds  were 
paid  in  kind  by  ceruin  quantities  of  oat- 
meal, flour,  and  other  commodities,  and 
he  thongbt  it  would  be  fonod  that  there 
waa  no  evil  arising  from  the  system,  but 
tb*  coalnry.    Od   the  other  hnnd,  he 


thought  upon  an  inquiry  into  the  subter- 
fuges of  certain  classes  of  manufacturers^ 
it  would  be  found  that  there  were  great 
abuses  in  the  evasion  of  the  statute  known 
as  Mr.  Littleton's  Act.  He  thought  that 
by  a  committee  impartially  and  in  a  fair 
and  candid  spirit  appointed,  so  far  from 
evil,  good  might  arise;  and,  if  in  the 
midst  of  the  existing  distresses  of  the 
working  classes  this  inqniry  might  be 
Booihing  to  their  feelings— if  it  would  be 
satisfactory  to  them,  and  would  allay  any- 
thing like  angry  feelings,  which,'  notwith- 
standing the  patience  tbey  had  exhibited 
might  exist,  he  should  rejoice  that  he  was 
able  consistently  with  his  sense  of  duty  lo 
give  such  an  inquiry  hie  support.  There 
was  already  an  amendment  before  the 
House,  but,  if  without  impropriety,  he 
could  do  so,  he  would  move  the  amend- 
ment he  had  suggested,  and  which  he  fan- 
cied was  in  accordance  with  the  general 
sense  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Wakley  said,  he  should  most  wil- 
lingly withdraw  his  amendmenL 

Amendment  withdrawn. 

Sir  J.  Oraham  said,  that  being  the  case, 
be  should  move  his  amendment, 

[Amendment  before  given  moved  ac- 
cordingly]. 

Mr.  Waklet/  asked,  whether  the  amend- 
ment which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  would 
substitute  would  extend  as  far  as  hts 
amendment  would  have  carried  it  ? 

Sir/.  Graham  said,  he  conceived  that 
the  clause  of  the  act  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Salford  (Mr.  Brolhertoo)  had 
referred,  and  which  exempted  domestic 
servants  and  servants  in  husbandry  might 
be  considered  in  the  terms  of  his  amend- 
ment as  one  of  the  defects  of  the  existiog 
enactment,  and  therefore  the  committee 
would  have  the  power  of  going  into  that 
question. 

Mr.  Ferrand  ioquired  if  the  investiga- 
tioD  as  proposed  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Secretary  fbr  the  Home  Department, 
would  extend  to  the  frauds  in  manufacture! 
of  which  he  had  spoken  ? 

Sir  /.  Graham;  No.  I  have  endea- 
voured to  explain  that  I  did  not  seek  to  go 
into  that  subject. 

Mr.  /.  S.  Worltetf  said,  that  when  he 
had  risen  a  short  time  since,  it  was  with 
the  iolenlion  of  offering  to  the  House  a 
few  observations  very  much  to  the  same 
effect  as  those  which  had  just  now  been 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Secre- 
tary for  the  HonM  DeputmaDt,  ud  b« 
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had  intended  to  luggnt  tbe  appoiatmeDt 
of  a  coDimittee,  in  terms  oeady  coincident 
with  ihoM  submitted  bj  him,  but  at  thi 
Kuoe  time  compriaiog  expretaioDf  which 
be  thought  it  desirabte  to  add  to  the  terma 
of  that  appointment,  with  a  view  to  extend 
the  ioqairy  to  a  paiticutar  iwoe.  The  right 
hoa.  Baronet  by  bia  amendment  would 
aMioint  ft  aelect  committee  for  the  purpose 
(M  inquiring  into  the  evauoni  and  defect* 
of  the  exiBtiag  law,  but  he  did  nothing 
which  would  practically  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  towards  tbe  improve- 
ment of  that  law.  The  termi  which  he 
had  intended  to  lubmit  to  the  House  were, 
that  a  select  craamitlee  be  appointed  to 
ioqtitre  into  tlie  operation  of  tbe  statute  1 
and  2  William  4th,  chap.  37,  with  a  view 
to  asceitaia  how  far  it  was  possible  to  rea- 
der that  act  mora  effectual  for  tbe  protec- 
tion of  labourers  from  the  abuses  in  res- 
pect of  tbe  pmyment  of  their  wages.  The 
attention  of  the  committee  wouul  thereby 
b«  more  especially  directed  to  tbe  remedy 
of  the  abuses  of  the  law  as  it  at  present 
stood.  He  was  afraid  tbe  provisiona  of 
that  law  were  in  spirit  most  exten- 
siiely  evaded,  and  that  the  right  hon. 
Baionet  took  too  favourable  a  view  of 
tbe  matter  when  he  supposed  that  tbe 
abusa  was  confined  to  times  of  distress. 
If  the  hon.  Member  for  Marylebone  were 
piesent,  he  must  admit,  that  in  tba  di^ 
triclB  connected  with  the  iron  trade,  the 
abases  pravailed  to  a  much  greater  and  a 
mora  deplorable  estentthan  the  right  bon. 
Baronet  seemed  to  imagine.  Ha  did  not 
taean  lo  say,  that  such  evasions  and  prac- 
tice* ware  universally  prevalent,  or  that 
the  mannbctoreti  generally  might  not  be 
able  to  stand  the  test  of  such  an  inquiry ; 
but  mverdieless,  ha  could  not  help  tbtnk- 
iog,  that  when  this  House  bad  declared 
its  intention,  so  far  as  in  it  lay,  to  ioter- 
kn  br  the  pnipoae  of  preventing  prac- 
tices of  this  kind,  and  to  mterpose  tbe  arm 
of  its  power  to  resi^  abuses  of  the  nature 
^okeo  of,  and  when  it  had  already  inter- 
posed  by  legislalioa  to  resist  abuses  which 
pressed  so  heavily  on  that  extensive  class 
of  the  community,  the  working  class,  it 
was  a  fair  and  legitimate  object  for  inquiry 
bow  &r  tbe  statute  bad  been  efiectaal  in 
the  acoonpUahment  of  the  objects  for 
which  it  was  placed  opon  tbe  statute- 
book.  He  baa  intrinsically  no  objection 
to  an  inquiry  of  tbe  largest  deocnption; 
for  if  these  illegal  praetioea  prevailed  to 
the  extent  aMMted,  and  whw  tbe  bpD. 


The  Truck  ^tUm.  S&2 
Member  for  Knaresboroagh  stated  he 
could  prove  all  he  bad  stated,  that  fact 
alone,  afFactiog  as  it  did  the  industry,  tbe 
commerce,  and  ibe  honour  of  this  coantrj, 
was  deserving  the  nu»t  serious  coa»der«< 
tion  of  this  House.  When  be  said  thus 
much,  he  must  add,  that  be  doubted 
whether  be  could  proceed  as  sanguinely 
as  bis  hon.  Friend,  the  Member  for 
Knaresboroagh  had  done.  When  hia 
hon.  Friend  talked  of  frauds,  be  donbled 
whether  it  would  be  right  so  to  inteqnse 
as  to  place  an  efiectuai  check  or  guard 
upon  practices  so  vague  and  complicated. 
His  hon.  Friend  hail  quoted  instances  oC 
different  descriptions,  collected  by  him 
with  great  industry,  but  with  which  it 
would  be  extremely  difficult  to  deal.  For 
iosUnce,  his  hon.  Friend  had  spoken  of 
watches,  manufactured  and  sent  lo  f<»eiga 
markets,  professed  to  be  of  tbe  best  de- 
scription, bat  on  trial  it  was  found  tbat 
the  hands  would  only  go  once  round. 
Now  be  shoald  be  glad  to  know  bv  what 
means  his  hon.  Friend  the  Memoer  for 
Knaresborongh  would  prevent  the  maker 
from  manufacturing  such  articles.  But 
there  were  many  other  manufactares  in 
which  the  vigilance  and  ingenuity  of  tb« 
Legislature  might  be  utterly  and  entirely 
evaded.  On  ue  whole,  he  thought  there 
would  be  so  much  difficulty  involved  ob 
the  part  of  his  bon.  Friend's  motion,  tbat 
there  would  be  no  chance  of  the  commit- 
tee coming  to  a  satiBfiu:tory  cooclusioD, 
and  therefore  it  would  ba  batter  to 
coafioe  the  inquiry  to  the  limiu  pro- 
posed, 

Mr.  MunU  was  perfectly  convinced, 
tbat  no  legislative  enactment  coold  pre- 
vent or  put  down  tbe  truck-system.  He 
had  himself  been  exteosively  and  for  many 
years  engaged  in  manufactures,  but  he 
bad  never  practised  it,  and  be  was  con- 
vinced it  never  permanently  could  answer 
the  purjiose  of  any  man  who  adopted  U. 
It  was  not  necessary  in  order  to  carry  the 
truck-system  into  effect,  or  to  commit  this 
crime,  as  he  supposed  it  must  be  called,- 
that  the  party  riwuld  appear  in  the  wUier. 
All  that  tbe  party  adopting  the  track- 
system  had  to  do  waa  to  support  «  shop 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  hie  own  naon- 
fectory,  and  to  take  care  tbat  bis  work- 
people were  recoounesided  to  tbat  sbop^ 
and  that  those  who  did  not  bay  tbaie 
should  have  no  employment.  No  law 
ooold  prevent  this;  and  therefne  it  was 
that  he  (xutcaded  tiie  motion  ja  it*  fwiNat  .„ 
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Urrai  would  prove  an  aborUoD.  He  hoped 
the  right  boa.  Baroaet  oppoiite  (Sir  J. 
Graham)  would  extend  thii  inqairy,  and 
give  the  hoD.  Member  for  KnareaboTongb 
full  (cope  to  prove  all  the  exaggerated 
charges  he  had  made  agaitut  the  manu- 
facturers of  the  couDtry.  He  did  not 
beaitate  to  saj  that  the  boo.  Gentleman 
bad  been  grouly  made  use  of  on  this 
qveslioD.  It  bad  been  sUled,  that  in 
Wales  the  truck-system  was  cxteniively 
practised.  Now,  be  lived  near  Swansea 
Heath  and  other  places  where  tbe  iron 
trade  was  canied  oo,  and  he  knew  only 
of  one  party  who  adopted  It,  and  that  too 
in  so  easy,  plaio,  and  proper  a  manner, 
Ihafitwas  praised  and  eulogised  by  tbe 
woriimen  themselves.  They  derived  an 
advantage  rather  than  otherwise  from  it. 
It  was  true  there  was  distress  now  in  the 
country,  and  that  distress  naturally  gave 
tbe  power  to  the  masters  to  take  advantage 
of  ine  trook-syslem.  But  be  could  only 
see  one  way  of  remedying  the  evil  com- 
[dained  of,  and  that  was  by  legislating  so  as 
to  place  the  conntry  in  that  Mtustioo  which 
would  render  the  men  independent  of  tbe 
masters.  Ttw  committee  proposed  would 
be  utterly  nselesi,  and  no  good  end  would 
be  derived  from  it.  Tbe  troable  would  be 
thrown  away,  and  tbe  boo.  Member  for 
Knaiesborongfa  would  be  prevented  from 
proving  the  case,  which  be  was  bound) 
after  tbe  charges  ho  hul  brought,  to  make 
ouL  He  was  extensively  coDuactod  with 
tbe  export  trade,  bat  ba  bad  never  beard 
any  complaint  against  the  manufactnres 
of  tbt  country.  It  was  tnie,  that  pen- 
knives bad  been  made  from  cast  iron,  but 
tbey  were  sold  at  a  penny  a  piece,  and 
nobody  expected  tbey  were  made  of  refined 
Steel.  He  had  bought  thousands  of  gross 
of  scissors  at  3s.  6d,  a  gross ;  it  was  true 
they  were  not  finely  polished,  and  it  was 
quite  enough  that  they  would  cot.  They 
were  made  at  those  low  prices  in  order  to 
meet  the  competition  wilo  foreign  manu- 
ftctures.  He  repeated,  that  tbe  hoo. 
Member  for  Koarrsborougb  bed  been 
grossly  mode  use  of,  and  if  he  bad  spoken 
tbe  truth,  be  ought  to  have  full  scope  to 
pnve  tbe  cAiarges  be  had  made  agaiost 
tbe  manttfactunng  interests, 

Mr.  M.  PkU^  tboosbt  the  amend- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  J. 
Graham)  extremely  jgdicioos.  He  was 
not  there  to  palliate  tbe  practice  of  fraud 
in  any  hnaa  of  mansfaeturss ;  hut  be 
anitt  ny,  be  Ifaoogbt  a  diicoisioB  like 


the  present  would  tend  very  greatly  to 
the  injury  of  the  trade  of  this  coun- 
try by  lessening  this  nation  in  the  eyes 
of  foreigners.  On  these  grounds  he 
should  deprecate  any  inqui^  into  the 
allegations  of  tbe  bon.  Member  for 
Knaieiborougb.  With  rehrence  to  ibe 
truck-system,  he  was  not  awara  that  it 
was  practised  in  tbe  district  with  which 
he  was  connected :  bat  be  candidly  ad- 
mitted it  was  adopted  in  many  districts. 
There  were  numerous  concerns  in  this 
kingdom,  situate  at  such  distances  (ron 
towns  that  tbe  workpeople  em^rioyed  were 
in  a  state  of  complete  isolation.  If  the 
bon.  Member  for  Knaiesborongfa  proposed 
to  make  any  inquiry  as  to  these  alleged 
frauds,  he  would  only  comple to  half  tbe  in- 
vestigaiion  if  he  limited  it  to  those  branches 
of  trade  to  which  he  had  alluded  i  but  if 
be  extended  it  to  others,  he  migfat  con- 
sider bis  committee  a  peimaoeat  one,  and 
might  fiod  frauds  to  the  same  extent  in 
every  trade.  He  thongfat,  loo,  that  the 
hoD.  Member,  in  some  of  his  observations 
with  reference  to  foreign  trade,  bad  modi 
mistaken  the  position  of  this  oountry  wJlh 
regard  to  that  trade.  The  boa.  Member 
hu  referred  particularly  to  the  trade  be- 
tween Ais  country  end  Bnsil,  and  seemed 
to  think  that  it  was  owing  to  some  impei- 
fect — fraudulent,  he  baUeved,  the  bos. 
Member  called  it— mode  of  maonfsGtiiring 
British  cotton  goods,  that  we  wore  losing 
our  trade  with  that  country.  Now,  tbe 
bon.  Member  must  rectJIect  that  tbe  ma- 
nufactnrera  of  this  country  were  not  al- 
lowed to  send  what  quality  of  goods  tbey 
(rieased,  but  must  submit  to  foreign  orders, 
and  be  would  only  point  out  tbe  peculiar 
character  of  a  great  part  of  the  Brasilian 
trade  to  diow  that  the  British  manufac- 
turen  were  innocent  in  following  the  in- 
structions that  wera  sent  to  them.  There 
had  been,  be  regretted  to  say,  an  enor- 
mous slave  traffick  between  BraxU  and 
the  coast  of  Airiea,  and  many  of  the  arti- 
cles sent  to  the  Brasil  matuta  had  bee« 
fflanufactared  for  the  purposes  of  ex- 
change between  those  sordid  individuals, 
the  slave-owners  of  Brazil,  and  tbe  traf- 
fickera  in  Ikaroan  blood.  He  hod  bisoself 
bean  engaged  in  tbe  Brazil  trade,  aad  it 
was  with  a  Brasil  mnchant  that  bo  com- 
menced his  commercial  life ;  but  he  bad 
tbe  pride  of  being  able  to  say,  that  the 
firm  be  joined,  althoogh  engaged  in  that 
trade,  never  would  sully  iu  character  or 
iboBoar,  or  Christian  feding,  by  i 
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om  article  of  Brititb  manufacture  to  the 
Bradlian  market  which  it  knew  would  be 
dcBltned  to  the  Arrican  trade.  He  there- 
fore felt  that  he  came  out  of  this  queition 
with  clean  haiida.  We  bad  been  driven 
from  the  cootineotal  marlceti,  the  moat 
valuable  for  the  lale  of  Hriliafa  cotton 
gooda,  to  the  most  distant  and  poorest 
nulceta  in  the  world,  and  the  tendency 
bad  been  to  deteriorate  the  quality  of  the 
BTticlea  manufactured.  The  cauie  of  that 
Wat,  he  thoufht,  our  baring  pursued  an 
unwise  policy  in  not  exchanging  our  arti- 
cle! for  the  produce  of  the  continent.  We 
had  also  not  oojy  been  driven  to  thoie 
diiUnt  markeli,  but  had  been  placed  in 
competition  with  continental  maoufac- 
tUTcra.  With  regard  to  using  pule  in  the 
manufacture  of  cotton  goods,  he  would 
recommend  the  hon.  Member  for  Kaaret- 
borongh  to  *iait  the  maQufaciuriog  dis- 
tricta,  and  to  inquire  whether  it  was  possi- 
ble to  weave  certain  cotton  fabrics  without 
flour  or  paste.  Recently,  in  consequence 
of  the  high  price  of  flour,  the  article  of 
sago  had  in  some  manufactories  been  sab- 
stituted  for  it.  But  he  wished  to  point 
out  the  extent  sod  importance  of  the  use 
of  flour  as  a  necessary  article  in  the  ma- 
nufacture of  cotton  goods,  and  for  that 
purpose  he  would  refer  to  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  W.  Qrabam,  of  Glasgow,  who  was 
examined  before  the  committee  in  1833. 
In  his  own  firm  that  gentlemea  said  thej 
paid  as  much  at  600^  or  700L  per  annum 
for  the  flour  they  used,  and  he  considered 
that  on  an  averDge  in  the  year  not  less 
than  41,050,000  lb.  of  Bour  were  used  in 
mannfacluring  cotton  goods.  The  hon. 
Member  had  employed  exceedingly  strong 
terms  in  his  condemnation  of  the  manu- 
facturers, and  he  thought  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary  for  the  Home 
Department  had  taken  a  very  proper 
oourse  in  regard  to  the  hon.  Member's 
motion.  He  did  not  think  that  any  legts* 
lative  enactment  could  put  down  the 
frauds  described  by  the  hon.  Member; 
but,  knowing  how  much  this  lubject  af- 
fected the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the 
working  classes,  he  thought  such  an  in- 
qnirj  as  was  proposed  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  would  not  be  useless,  and  so  far, 
therefore,  he  agreed  with  bim  on  this 
su^ect. 

Mr.  Pltimptre  doubted  whether  the 
practice  of'  using  paiie  in  the  manufacture 
of  cotton  goods  justly  came  under  the  de- 
pouinstion  of  fraud ;  for  be  believed  it 


was  the  practice  of  the  manufactaren  to 
use  it  for  the  purpose  of  thickening  cer- 
tain cotton  goods,  and  they  did  it  opeoly 
and  without  concealment.  As  to  the  io- 
ferior  nature  of  the  articles,  it  most  be  te- 
membered  that  inferior  prices  were  paid 
for  them. 

Mr.  R.  Yorke  thought  the  original  mo- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  for  Knare*- 
borough  was  the  best  form  in  which  this 
question  could  be  put ;  and  recollecting, 
as  he  did,  how  the  Government,  as  a  body 
Rt  least,  cheered  on  the  hon.  Member 
when  he  made  what  were  doubtless  very 
strong  allegations  against  the  raanofac- 
turers,  it  was  their  faounden  duty  to  leave 
the  question  in  its  original  form. 

Mr.  Cobden  said,  the  question  of  the 
truck-system  was  first  mooted  on  the  fifth 
night  of  the  discussion  of  the  Corn-laws, 
and  was  mixed  up  with  that  discusiion  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Koaresborough,  who 
closed  that  night's  debate  with  one  of 
the  most  extraordinary  and  extravagant 
speeches  ever  heard  in  that  House.  It 
was  full  of  charges  against  the  Anti-Com- 
law  League,  or  those  persons  who  advo> 
cated  free-trade  in  corn,  and  the  bon. 
Member  was  cheered  on  by  hon.  Members 
opposite.  The  hon.  Member  had  re- 
peated those  charges  that  evening,  but 
had  included  in  them  the  iron-masters  m 
the  neighbourhood  of  Glasgow.  He  had, 
indeed,  gone  further,  and  embraced  within 
his  charges  the  whole  of  the  manufactureis 
of  Ireland.  He  had  taken  down  the  words 
and  distinctly  stated  that  those  were  the 
words  ofthe  hon.  Member.  He  bad  been  so 
often  subject  to  this  recantation,  that  fas 
took  down  the  words.  But  what  he 
wished  to  say  was,  that  the  manvfacturera 
of  Ireland,  and  the  iron  and  coal-roastsrs 
of  Lanarkshire,  who  were  not  Members  of 
the  Auti-Coro-law  Lesgne,  were  included 
in  the  charges.  The  hon.  Member  slso 
took  in  the  Midland  counties,  and  in- 
cluded the  iron-masters  of  Stafibrdshiie 
and  Wales,  who  were  not  prominent  sup- 
porters of  free  trade  doctrines.  It  ap- 
peared, then,  that  the  charge  was  com- 
prehensive and  fair;  that  all  mannfbc- 
turers  and  miners  were  included  in  this 
cbai^e  of  the  imck-iystem.  And  what 
did  he  find  on  the  other  side  but  that  s 
perfectly  fair  apirit  prevailed.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  bad  fairly  laid  the  question 
before  the  House,  and  ne  approved  of  the 
whole  plan  laid  down  by  him,  But  he 
would  ask  the  right  bou.  Baronet  wby  hc^  t)y 
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hid  not  ihown  the  same  fairneia  before 
whea  the  sccuutioDi  were  levelled  at  a 
political  pari;?  The  rigbt  ban.  Baronet 
then  sat  with  a  Bmile  upon  hi*  counte- 
nance ascomplaceatly  ai  on  ibis  occasion, 
when  there  was  no  longer  any  reason  for 
allowing  rhose  charges  to  go  forth.  And 
what  wsi  the  efiect  of  the  boo.  Member's 
charges  ?  They  were  printed  and  circu- 
lated throughout  the  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts ;  and  the  organs  of  the  press  took 
up  tbesubject  and  atlscked  ihe  Anti-Goru- 
law  League  ss  being  persons  addicted  to 
the  truclc-syslen.  He  did  not  attach 
much  importance  to  the  hon.  Member's 
statements,  because  he  feared  that  they 
were  made  on  insufficient  erideoce,  as  he 
had  proved  in  his  own  caae.  but  be 
looked  with  considerable  pain  ai  the  con- 
duct of  Members  of  the  Administration, 
who  allowed  those  calumnies  on  a  great 
part  of  the  manufacturers  to  go  forth  to 
the  civilized  world,  and  did  not  say  one 
word  in  discouragement  of  the  rapturous 
applaose  with  which  they  were  received 
on  the  other  side.  But  it  was  do  longer  a 
party  queation.  The  whole  of  the  maau- 
factaring  and  mining  interests  were  in- 
cluded in  it.  ["  No."l  Did  Ihehon.  Mem- 
ber cfaai^  theAati-<ioro-Iaw  party  exclu- 
sively. [Mr.  Ferrand.  "  No."]  Then  the 
boiu  Member  included  all  manufaciurera 
and  miners.  But  the  question  was  taken 
out  of  the  hon.  Members  hand's,  and  they 
had  the  motion  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
before  them.  He  therefore  presumed 
that  the  committee  would  be  feitly  ap> 
|)ointed  from  bolh  sides  of  the  House, 
aod  that  ibe  inquiry  would  embrace  all 
parliei.  As  to  the  consequences  of  the 
loqoiry,  he  was  perfectly  at  ease.  With 
reipecttotbe  accusation  of  adulierating 
manuhctures,  be  did  not  fear  that  any 
stalementa  that  were  made  in  ihat  House 
would  have  the  lesst  effect  on  our  foreign 
trade.  We  were  exporting  more  manu- 
factured goods  than  all  the  countries  of 
the  continent  put  together,  and  did  they 
think  that  if  ail  the  goods  were  spurious 
the  sale  would  continue?  If  it  was  in 
regard  to  the  home  trade,  then  the  remedy 
was  in  (heir  own  hauda.  The  manufac 
turers  said,  "  Give  us  free  trade  in  com, 
and  you  shall  have  free-trade  in  msnufac- 
mres."  If,  again,  labour  waa  redundant 
in  this  cottiilry,  let  them  widen  the  field 
of  industry,  and  open  greater  sources  of 
employmenU  The  inquiry  ihat  was  to  be 
-made    could    not    aflect   those  gigantic 
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capitalist*  of  whom  he  had  heard  so  much 
as  being  implicated  in  the  truck>system, 
but  would  affect  the  indigent  manufan- 
turers,  who  wi;re  only  able  to  keep  them- 
selvei  by  Ihe  I  ruck- system,  which  virtually 
had  ihe  effect  of  lowering  wages. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  was  surprised  at  the 
tone  in  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
spoken,  and  at  the  charges  be  bad 
brought  forward  against  his  right  boo. 
Friend  (Sir  James  Graham).  He  did 
not  know  under  what  peculiar  obligation 
was  bis  right  hon.  Friend  to  vindicate 
the  Anti-Corn-taw  League.  He  hsd  nn- 
derstnod  that  this  body  had  been  pretty 
well  represented  in  that  House,  and  if 
they  were  charged  with  malpractices, 
surely  these  hon.  Members  would  speak 
for  them.  How  could  his  right  hon. 
Friend,  who  Icoew  nothing  of  their  af- 
ffair!,  rise  to  defend  them  ?  A  more  intol- 
erable inquisition  than  the  hon.  Member 
had  established  over  the  cheers  and  smilea 
of  that  side  of  the  House  be  could  not 
conceive.  The  hon.  Member  said — "  You 
cheered,  you  were  absolutely  guilty  of 
cheering:  there  was  a  smile  upon  your 
countenances,  and  therefore yousanotiooed 
these  imputations."  Then  it  was  said  that 
this  great  party  had  circulated  the  speeches 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Knaresboiough 
He  had  never  heard  of  it,  and  he  could 
not  be  responsible  for  such  a  distribution. 
It  was  just  as  unreasonable  to  say  that 
the  party  took  great  interest  in  that 
speech,  because  it  was  distributed,  as  to 
make  a  reference  to  the  Anli-Com-iato 
Circular,  or  some  such  publication,  and 
inquire  what  part  the  hon.  Gentleman 
took  in  its  circulation.  He  thought  it 
would  be  better  if  they  left  out  those 
references  to  smilea  and  to  cheers.  If 
a  motion  had  been  made  affecting  the 
Corn-law  League,  be  would  have  made 
proper  inquiry,  and  would  have  acted 
from  no  party  feeling,  but  upon  the  Corn- 
law  debate  it  was  not  for  him  to  vindicate 
the  Anli-Corn-law  League.  This  was  the 
fint  time  he  had  been  called  upon  by  any 
motion  before  Parliament  to  express  his 
opinion,  and  he  waa  now  quite  ready  to 
say  what  course  the  House  ought,  in  bis 
opinion,  to  pursne  in  relation  to  the 
motion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Knaresborough.  Ha  was  not 
prepared  to  go  into  any  inquiry  such 
a^  was  proposed,  nor  into  any  inquiry 
into  Ihe  frauds  which  were  said  to  have 
been  commilted  by  members  of  the  Anti- 
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Coni'liw  League;  for  bawu  not  prepared 
to  throw  *aj  >uch  iropnt&tion  upoo  tbem 
M  wu  made,  bat  he  wu  prepared  to  go 
into  snj  inauiry  upoa  the  priiici|rie  upon 
whtob  tbe  HoBM  of  Coannong  oaght  to 
undertake  it.  It  wu  not  Btifficient  ta 
njr  that  Ui  hon.  OeattentAD  bad  made  a 
apMcb  wbjcb  conUined  matteia  of  grav« 
chareet  becauM,  if  the  Hduu  were  to 

Jield  to  every  nch  provocatioD,  boo. 
lemben  migbt  at  any  time  command 
u  Uqniry  into  any  anbjecl  npon  vhieb 
they  oboie  to  make  aiiertions  in  the 
Mtufe  of  chaKOi  againit  any  body  of 
men ;  but  they  had  lo  deUrmine  wbeiber, 
span  other  grnundi,  ihia  inquiry  was  tu  be 
had.  With  regard  to  tbefint  bianch 
of  the  prapoiition  of  the  ben.  Member, 
be  shonbl  be  exceedin(f)y  lorry  to  be  a 
HHmber  of  a  oommittea  having  to  make 
tnob  an  inTestigation.  Firat,  be  coald 
not  acqniaaM  in  a  conrse,  the  eflTeot  of 
which  would  be  to  throw  endi  an  impnta- 
tkn  npon  the  great  body  of  the  manDfae- 
tnren  of  tbii  conntry;  for  the  Houu 
of  Commons  to  presuppoie  ibo  manufac- 
larvra  of  lhi«  conntry,  with  qualification 
«r  tiMBfition,  to  be  eoncenwd  in  tbe 
oonmiafion  of  frauds  such  w  wen  mg- 
gested,  wonld  be  to  unolion  an  imputation 
lo  which  be  cotald  not  lend  himself.  He 
bad  nodonbt  that  frauds  were  comsnitted ; 
and  so  tong  as  the  world  existed  such 
fraddi  woidd  continue  to  be  canied  on, 
■Dd  dUioneu  men  would  be  fomid,  whoee 
orinhial  higtiwilty  mwld  ende  the  opna- 
tlM  of  any  law  Wtaioh  nsigbt  be  adopcad. 
Tha  bait  McnHty  a^ioft  toch  fravdi 
wai  that  wbieh  was  ^brdad  by  free 
competition,  and  by  tbe  praferenoa  which 
the  exertiooi  of  an  honourabla  and  an 
bonett  man  would  always  gain  over  those 
of  a  penon  whoia  eoodaot  was  charao- 
t«riw<!  by  frand.  And  the  second  ground 
on  which  be  shonld  oppose  this  part  of 
the  motion  WW,  tbai  procaothmi  such  as 
tboae  proposed  to  be  uken  t ery  frequently 
4ef«aMd  tbemsdret— that  when  the  kgis- 
hulva  practatioo  was  auppoeed  to  be  snffi> 
oiemly  stfOng,  privala  care  and  attention 
Wat  in  a  peat  degree  lost  sight  of,  and 
so  fhe  door  was  opened  to  increased 
tfaudu.  Ha  Kcollected  that  when  be 
flfM  went  to  Irriand  the  butter  trade 
was  Ana  in  which  great  franda  were  Bap> 
pOMd  to  Mist,  and,  in  order  to  provide 
against  the  evil  effects  prodttced  by  tbe 
system  which  had  been  earned  on,  it  was 


be  appointed,  atid  there  was  Ml  a  aing^ 
firkin  of  butter  went  into  tbe  maricet 
wbicb  was  not  tasted  by  tbis  effioor,  and 
stamped  with  the  Oovaraaieat  seal.  Hie 
consequence  of  this  was,  that  tbe  tasted 
butter  always  fetched  its  price,  and  tbe 
Ordinary  precaniions  of  the  pwUic  against 
frauds  being  no  longer  eaployed,  a  falae 
reliance  was  placed  in  tba  legislative 
precautions  used,  and  the  fm»ds  in  tba 
trade  increased  tenfold.  Depend  upeo 
it,  the  natural  interest  of  the  pnrcbaaor 
was  his  greatest  security  agaioat  fraud; 
and  tbe  man  in  whose  condact,  both  m 
respects  Ifae  home  and  foreigs 
tbe  gTeaielt  integrity  i 
displayed  would  eventually  i 
best.  Therefore  it  was  that  be  should 
decidedly  object  to  any  |»oposition  which 
wonld  bear  upon  the  face  of  it  a  ^oeral 
imputatiou  egaioat  the  whole  ^  th«  men- 
ofacturera  of  tbia  conntry.  He  firmly 
believed  that  the  manufactnren  of  tba 
country  were  exempt  from  that  impwia- 
tion;  and  be  never  could  conasnt  to  bold 
it  oat  to  foreign  counuiea  that  the  Houa» 
of  Commons  had  tboaght  it  Bcoesasry 
loinstilnte  an  inquiry  into  the  franda  of 
onr  mannfactorers.  But  another  teaaon 
for  which  he  should  disapprove  of  sodi  ask 
inquiry  as  was  proposed  w«t,  that  be  waa 
sure,  that  evnn  confined  as  it  waa  propoaad 
lo  be  by  bis  right  hon.  Friend  (Sir  J. 
Oraham),  it  would  be  exceedingly  difiealt 
lo  sea  wban  ihere  would  be  any  pcoba* 
bility  of  its  termioation.  Bafitfrmg  to 
the  truck  system  ak>a»-^at  iraa  a  sab- 
jeot  npon  which  ha  had  had  aomaaxpa- 
rience,  and  upon  antering  into  tba  d' 
•ion  of  BDch  a  qaestion,  it  app 
prtM^  facia,  that  the  princ)[ric  of  any 
law  to  ba  agreed  upon,  should  ba,  that  i^ 
wages  should  ba  paid  in  the  ramaat  coia 
of  tbe  realm.  But  be  cauUonad  iha 
House  not  M  adopt  any  •nob  viaw, 
becavse  be  believed  ibat  it  would  be 
found  that  it  could  not  be  sastahiad. 
Why,  the  Goverament  itsalf  was  tbe 
largest  tmckmasier  in  the  country.  Let 
them  take  the  navy  or  the  army  of  Ibia 
country  j  rations  were  paid  to  tbam  boUi, 
and  tbey  were  both  snpFdiad  with  dolbas 
in  lieu  of  i»y,  and  this  was  a  caaa  in 
which  tbe  principle  of  tbe  Imek  cotiM  not 
be  departed  tiom.  In  tbe  course  of  aay 
inquiry  instituted  into  this  aubject,  diey 
would  find  gross  and  unwarrantwle  franda, 
and  he  oonld  imagine  nothing  worse  than 
the  GondiNt  of  a  mastfi  who  abused  tfc*.'. 


y  Google 


861 


Fraudi  of  Mamfaehtnrt'—    {Apiil  19} 
bite 


Tha  Tniek  Sytttm. 


power  which  he  poiieiied  over  bii  work- 
men, compelling  ihem  to  purchase  of  him 
srticlei  inferior  to  thoie  which  the*  conM 
obtain  elsewhere,  but  at  the  full  price. 
He  believed,  however,  that  that  wa>  ■ 
Btate  of  things  which  existed,  and  he 
believed  that  even  where  a  demand  for 
labour  existed,  the  master  might  yet  poi' 
I  the  power  to  continae  a  system  so 
It  might  be  vary  difficult  for 
tlie  labourer,  fixed  by  any  ties  tn  a 
ptriienlar  spot,  to  escape  from  lucfa  a 
system ;  and  when  a  master,  directly  or 
indirectly,  compelled  his  workmen  to  deal 
with  him  without  necessity,  he  said  that 
it  was  a  gross  offence  against  society, 
and  that  he  ihould  rejoice  to  find  that 
M>me  law  could  be  Iramed,  by  which 
■acfa  a  system  could  be  eSectaally  slopped. 
Cases  would  be  found,  however,  where 
a  system  of  trock  was  necessary ;  for  in 
cases  of  mines  and  other  woiks  carried 
on  in  a  part  of  the  country  remote  from 
towns,  and  in  a  position  where  a  daily 
visit  to  a  town  four  or  five  miles  distant, 
for  the  purchase  of  food,  was  requisite, 
for  each  of  which  a  deduetioa  woold  be 
made  in  the  amount  of  wages  to  be  re- 
ceived by  ^e  labourer,  he  thought  that  it 
woald  be  admitted  to  be  lor  the  benefit 
of  the  workmen,  that  shops  should  be 
established  in  their  own  vicinity,  evea 
thoogfa  it  was  by  their  masters,  to  s 
then  daily  wants.  Cases  of  this 
would  be  fooiid,  evan  where  the  masiera 
had  paranad  a  system  of  this  kind  lOi 
their  own  loss,  the  charges  made  by  tbeoi 
fat  their  commoditiea  being  perfectly  ftir 
and  equitable.  If  soch  a  system  was  con-T 
Irary  to  law,  undoubtedly  it  ought  not  toes* 
iit,  bat  be  twlieved  thai  the  result  of  any  iwb 
qairy  woald  show  the  extreme  difficuUjol 
galtrag  tid  of  a  mode  of  proceeding,  in 
iome  iDatancea  ao  favouraUe  to  the  men, 
whom  it  waa  sapposad  to  injun.  Bu 
taking  Iba  caie  of  the  rural  laboureri  ba 
bad  heard  it  said  that  the  meaaura 
most  pngwUcial  to  the  ialeicata  of  tbia 
daas-ofpeiaoos,  waa  that  wbidi  drove  tha 
htm  labooier  from  the  hoase  of  the  faii 
ner,  sod  win  by  that  means  removed  from 
bias  that  mosal  dicck  to  which  hitherto  he 
bad  bean  aal^actad  by  tha  watcbfnl  eye  of 
his  BMSiet.  But  it  was  oeeesaary  to  ob- 
•erve,  ibu  oven  this  system  of  aiaintaioing 
tbe  labowrers  in  mru  districts  had  par- 
taken of  the  tmek  system.  While  be 
consented  t»  Ihit  iaqai^,  iheicfbre,  in  iia 
*"*  "     )  i  wbiia  no  one  c«M  itpra- 


than  he  did  the  oppressive  use 
of  the  authority  of  tbe  master  over  bis 
workmen,  and  still  more  the  condnotof 
ihoae  men  who  pasted  oS'  an  inferior 
article  to  the  labourers  whom  hecmployad, 
without  a£Eordiag  him  any  option  of  pnr- 
chase  at  tha  full  price,  he  felt  il  bis  doty, 
in  the  first  place,  to  notify  to  thoce  who 
had  had  less  experience  tban  he  had,  that 
ha  thought  that  the  time  when  the  report 
of  this  committee  would  be  made  would 
be  a  very  remote  one ;  and  that  he  also 
thought  that  they  ought  not  to  be  toO 
confident  in  their  expectations  of  being 
able  to  put  an  end  to  the  practice  of  paying 
wages  in  any  way  Other  than  vrith  tha 
current  coin  of  the  realm. 

Sir  John  Ove$t  stated,  that  he  entirely 
concurred  in  the  appointment  of  the  com* 
mittee,  but  knowing  the  time  which  oinst 
necessarily  occur  before  the  oonmitiee- 
coald  report  to  the  House,  he  felt  it  neces- 
sary to  repel  tbe  cba^  brought  by  tbe 
hon.  Member  for  Knaresborough  against 
the  whole  of  the  iron  trade  of  Sontb  Wales. 
He  could  most  poaitively  ssscrt  that  in  the 
iron  works  within  the  bMough  which  he 
had  the  honour  to  represent,  and  which 
contained  six  of  the  latest  of  the  iron 
works  in  the  kingdom,  not  one  fiuthing 
was  stopped  for  goods,  but  tha  whirie  of 
w^ea  wore  regularly  paid  in  tha  eur- 
t  eoin  of  tbe  realm;  indeed  ha  oonU 
any  for  htmaalf,  and  whjdi  ha  wootd  not  do 
but  for  the  oharga  hroogbt  against  him, 
that  he  employad  about  5,000  woriuKn, 
and  paid  m  wages  last  yeaf  i5O,00<M., 
every  faitbiog  of  wtuch  was  paid  in  meoay. 
Bat  allboogh  be  excnlpated  the  pro* 
prietora  of  vrorks  in  Olamorganahin,  be 
was  bomd  to  say  that  the  tmek-ayatam 
did  prevail  in  a  very  extmsive  degree  in 
bii  neighbonrbood  in  Honmoatbshve,  and 
his  eonstitaents  weia  exceedingly  anxioas 
to  have  a  stop  put  to  it.  Nor  was  it  at  aH 
eonfined  to  bad  thnaa  but  prevailsd  al- 
ways, Mudi  bad  been  said  as  to  Herobers 
on  that  ride  of  the  Honsa  being  pantea  Ut 
the  tmck-syslam ;  but  he  must  say  that  nii 
bon.  Gentleman  on  tbe  Ministerial  side  of 
tbe  House,  who  had  been  so  aetivd<^ 
employed  in  promplingihe  hon.  Member  fot 
Knarasborottgh,  kn«w  perfectly  well  diet  aA 
iron-work  inliis  immediate  ne^fabanrhoed 
was  mostdeeply  implicated  in  tbispiMtiea 
of  tha  truck-system;  indeed,  so  fiir  did 
they  carry  >t,  that  they  not  only  compelled 
their  workmen  to  parchaae  food,  but  Ihey 
had  eiaaled  a  bnwtry  to  ttffij  the  werit' 
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meo  with  beer  alio.  He  alio  tUtted  that 
it  wai  DOt  doDc  directly,  but  by  advancing 
money  ia  their  abop,  which  they  were 
compelled  to  buy  gooda  with,  or  were 
dbcharged. 

Mr,  Aldennan  Covetand  had  no  heai- 
tatioD  in  takiog  lo  himaelf  the  obaerva- 
tiooa  of  the  hon.  Batonet  (Sir  John 
Gueit)  who  had  just  ut  down,  in  re- 
ference to  the  connection  which  he  had 
with  eatensiTe  iron  works  in  Wales, 
In  stating  the  circumatances  under  which 
the  ahop  to  which  the  hon.  Baronet 
had  referred  was  carried  on.  The 
right  boa.  Baronet  (Sir  R.  Peel) 
bad  well  stated  that  there  were  occa- 
sionally circumslaucea  which  would  jus- 
tify the  adoption  of  a  ayatem  very  like 
truck,  and  where  the  interests  of  the 
workmen  themael*ea  demanded  that  auch 
a  plan  should  be  carried  oui,  and  he  had 
inatanced  the  case  of  mining  operatloos 
carried  on  in  the  midst  of  a  barren  coun- 
try, at  a  distance  from  any  of  the  ordi. 
nary  meana  of  supplying  the  daily  wants 
of  a  lai^  body  of  peraous.  So  far  from 
the  workmen  of  the  iron  works  with 
which  he  waa  connected,  being  at  all 
treated  upon  what  wu  called  ordioarily 
the  Imck  ayatem,  he  might  venture  lo 
assert  that  each  workman  receiTod  his 
wages  in  the  carreut  corn  of  the  realm, 
and  that  if  he  choae  to  deal  at  the  ahopa 
established  for  his  conrenience  he  might 
do  so,  but  that  he  might  go  elsewhere 
if  he  pleased ;  he  denied  that  be  was 
compelled  to  lay  out  hia  money  in  the 
particular  way  which  had  been  aaserted. 
The  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  John  Goeat)  had 
■poken  of  his  having  prompted  the  hon. 
Member  for  Knaresborongh  in  bringing  this 
subject  before  the  Houae;  he  had  no  Desi- 
tation  in  saying  that  he  had  been  endea- 
Touring  to  persuade  his  hon.  Friend  to  ac- 
cede to  (he  proposition  of theright  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, but  be  for  one  would  moat  cordially 
have  seconded  the  motion  of  his  hon. 
Friend,  for  an  inquiry,  had  he  been  in 
hia  place,  and  that  it  waa  only  to  the 
unavoidable  circnmilance  of  bis  having 
been  absent  from  the  House,  that  be 
had  not  presented  himaelf  as  its  aeconder. 
But  althongh  he  denied  the  existence 
of  what  was  properly  called  (be  truck 
system  in  the  iron  works  of  Rhymney,  he 
could  not  but  sUte,  that  in  the  Stanord- 
ahire  Potteries,  and  iron  districts  of 
South  Siafibrdsbire,  with  which  he  was 
also  connected,  it  did  exist  to  a  very  con- 


siderable extent.  He  believed  that  in  these 
districts  it  was  not  only  carried  on  to  a 
great  extent  as  regarded  the  provisions  of 
the  labourers  and  the  renting  of  their 
cottages,  but  that  the  working  men  were 
compelled  to  go  even  to  the  place  of 
woruiip  which  their  employera  pmntetl 
out,  and  that  the  renul  of  their  aeaU 
in  chapel  was  deducted  from  their  wages. 
Tliia  was  an  aatoundiog  fact;  but  he 
believed  that  if  the  inquiry  took  place, 
he  should  have  no  difficulty  in  proving 
it.  The  hon.  Member  concluded  by 
expressing  a  hope  that  the  hon.  Hembtt 
for  Knareaborough  would  accede  to  the 
propositioa  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Secretary  for  the  Home  DepartmenL 

Mr,  E.  Tamer  protested  agaiust  the 
Buppositlon  that  the  wagea  of  the  working 
classes  of  Cornwall  were  paid  in  any  way 
except  in  the  current  coin  of  the  realm. 

Mr  C.  Villiers  said,  that  after  all  that 
had  been  stated  with  respect  to  the  truck 
system,  and  with  respect  to  the  admiaaion 
that  it  did  exist,  aud  that  to  a  considerable 
extent,  as  well  aa  with  respect  to  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  it  did  exist,  and 
the  great  difficulty  of  preventing  its  con- 
tinuance—and feeling  that  he  was  in  some 
degree  answerable  for  this  mntion  having 
been  brought  forward,  he  thought  that  he 
was  called  upon  to  say  a  few  words  to  the 
Houae.  He  thought,  that  the  boo.  Mem- 
ber, for  the  satisfaction  of  his  ovm  miod 
and  of  the  House,  after  the  charges  which 
the  hou.  Member  had  brought  forward,  the 
hon.  Member  waa  bound  to  move  for  this 
inquiry  in  the  terms  which  he  had  ori- 
ginally proposed.  The  hon.  Member  had 
proposed  an  investigation  into  the  question 
of  whether  these  frauds  did  exist,  and  whe- 
ther those  persons  whom  he  charged  with 
them  did  evade  the  law.  The  hon. 
Member  had  proposed  to  prove  the  affirma- 
tive of  these  two  propositions:  that  was 
what  the  hon.  Member  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  prove.  He  shonid  support  the 
motion  (S  the  hon.  Member,  and  he  could 
not  think  that  the  hon.  Member  would  act 
wisely  as  regarded  hia  own  character,  and 
the  interesta  affected  by  this  Inquiry,  if  he 
confined  the  investigation  to  anything  short 
of  that  which  he  bad  originally  proposed. 
I'he  hon.  Member  for  Knaresborouen  had 
thought  proper  to  make  personal  ulusion 
to  him  with  respect  to  a  memorial  which 
he  had  aaked  permission  to  read  to  the 
House,  but  which  he  had  been  unable  to 
read  in  cooseqaence  of  the  etiquette  of  the 
Hooae ;  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  said,   ,-, 
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could  be  prenDted.  There  wss  do  one  vbo 
took  the  trouble  to  m&lte  himself  acfiuaio ted 
with  the  real  condition  of  the  maaurK' 
turerB,  who  {could  for  a  niouient  douht, 
that  they  were  to  be  fouod  id  some  pluces 
ID  a  state  of  peifect  oppres»0D,  and  they 
niiffht,  to  some  exteot,  be  considered  in  a 
state  of  slarery,  which  une  could  not  Sup- 
pose to  be  possible  in  such  a  country  as 
Hoglaad.  For  the  purpose  of  putting  an 
end  to  that,  and  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
renfing  its  recun-eoce,  some  enactment 
might  probably  be  deemed  necessary. 
Much  had,  in  former  discussions  on  this 
subject,  been  said  agaiost  the  truclc  system, 
but  he  must  be  alloived  to  say,  that  that 
system  was  not  altogether  without  its  sd- 
vanla^es :  in  many  places  it  prnved  of 
great  use,  for  it  proiected  the  working  man 
against  the  frauds  of  small  shopkeepers, 
who  gai-e  him,  whenerer  they  could,  bad 
articles  at  a  high  price,  and  frequently 
contrived  to  get  the  working  man  into  hie 
debt,  and  to  exercise  over  him  an  unen- 
durable tyranny  by  means  of  law  expenses 
and  their  inevitable  consequences.  To 
counteract  those  frightful  mischief  the 
master  manufacturers  in  several  places  had 
established  warehouses,  where  in  many 
cases  they  sold  goods  to  the  working  people 
in  their  employment,  not  merely  without 
profit,  but  frequently  at  considerable  loss, 
and  that  from  no  other  motive  than  to  save 
those  poor  pernons  ftom  the  frauds  of  »hop< 
keepers,  or  the  necessity  of  travelling  great 
distances  to  market  towns.  Though  be 
was  not  favourable  to  going  so  for  as  a  por- 
tion of  the  motion  proposed  to  carry  them, 
yet  he  thought  a  case  had  been  made  out 
for  agreeing  to  the  a|>pointment  of  a  select 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  operation  of 
the  law  as  suggested  bythe  right  hon. 
Baronet.  On  the  whole,  he  was  opposed 
to  the  revival  of,  those  absurd  regulations 
interfering  with  the  freedom  of  trade  by 
which  the  l^slatioa  of  our  anceaton  were 
so  disadvantageously  marked.  Having 
troubled  the  House  with  these  few  brief 
obaervatiuos,  he  should  merely  say,  Uiat 
be  iniended  to  vote  for  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the 
Secretary  for  the  Home  Department.  If 
the  hon.  Mover  went  further  then  tliat,  he 
would  aim  at  accomplishing  impossibilities 
— if  he  wished  to  be  useful,  he  would  con- 
tent himself  with  the  ameodmeot  pvpoaed 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet 

Dr.  Bmoring  objected  to  the  generalisa- 
tious  in  wbicn  hon.  Genlieown  on   tbe 
other  side  so  largely  dealt ;  the  effect  of 
2F 


that  he  waa  surpriied  that  be  should  liave 
brought  a  memorial  from  Yorkshire  to 
which  forged  signatures  were  attached. 
The  memorial  which  he  had  produced  had 
been  prepared  in  consequence  uf  the  state- 
meDts  made  by  the  hon.  Member  when  a 
■imilar  memortal  had  been  presented  by 
him  on  behalf  of  106  manufacturers  in 
Lancashire,  that  he  dared  not  attempt  to 
brine  such  a  memorial  from  Yorkshire. 
He  had,  in  answer  to  that  taunt,  produced 
this  memorial,  in  which  it  was  distinctly 
denied,  that  there  was  one  word  of  truth 
in  anything  that  the  hon.  Member  had 
said.  He  knew  nothing  of  the  parties  who 
Mgned  this  memorial  at  the  time,  and  as  it 
had  been  decided  that  it  would  be  out  of 
order  for  biro  to  read  it  to  the  House,  he 
bad  sent  it  to  the  public  newspapers,  in 
order  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  might  re- 
fute the  allegations  contained  in  it,  if  they 
were  untrue.  The  hon.  Member  not  only 
charged  the  parties  who  had  signed  this 
memorial  with  practising  tbe  truck  system 
themselves,  but  he  had  said  also  that  some 
of  the  signatures  appended  to  the  docu- 
ment were  forged.  This,  he  thought,  af- 
forded an  additional  reason  why  the  com- 
mittee which  he  sought  to  obtain  should 
be  granted.  With  reference  to  this  allega- 
tion of  the  hon,  Member,  to  which  he  had 
last  alluded,  be  bad  not  only  letters  from 
the  persons  to  whom  this  conduct  was  im- 
puted, denying  the  truth  of  what  the  hon. 
Member  had  said,  but  he  had  had  other 
nemorials  sent  to  him  supporting  that 
which  he  had  first  received,  but  which,  of 
course,  be  could  not  produce  to  tbe  House. 
He  thought,  therefore,  that  it  was  incum- 
bent on  the  hon.  Member  to  press  his  mo- 
tion in  its  terms  on  the  attention  of  the 
House,  and  that  he  could  not,  in  justice  to 
himself,  withdraw  any  portion  of  it. 

Mr.  //ari/y  objected  to  tbe  motion  in  its 
present  form,  for  there  waa  no  knowing  to 
what  extent  it  would  so ;  and  he  thought, 
that  under  all  the  ciTCumstances,  it  was 
most  inexpedient  to  agree  to  such  a  pro- 
poutioo.  It  had  been  justly  said,  that  the 
frauds  which  our  manufecturers  might 
practise  abroad  were  of  a  nature  that  must 
Booo  remedy  themselves;  but  there  was 
another  part  of  tbe  inquiry  which  appeared 
to  him  most  material,  and  that  related  to  the 
frauds  practised  by  master  manufacturers 
on  the  persons  whom  they  employed.  Into 
that  subject  it  was  high  time  that  they 
should  institute  an  inquiry  for  the  imme- 
diate purpose  of  asccrt^niog  if  there  were 
any  means  by  which  firauds  of  that  nature 
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them  WBt  more  pernicioua  tiwo  perhafw 
maar  Members  at  all  euppoeed— DothiDg 
could  be  more  injurious  to  the  intereeu  of 
thii  country  than  to  have  it  nippoeed  that 
our  merchants  were  in  the  habit  of  vending 
bad  articles,  or  of  committing  frauds  upon 
tlteir  cuBtomen  on  the  continent.  He  nad 
had  many  opportunities  of  estimating  the 
character  of  our  merchants  and  manufac- 
tures ;  of  com  paring  their  character  and  their 
conduct  with  those  of  the  merchants  of 
other  natioDS)  and  he  did  them  no  more  than 
hare  justice  when  he  said  that  their  honour 
and  reputation  stood  higher  than  those  of 
the  merchants  of  anr  nation  on  the  face  of 
the  earth.  He  thought,  thereforei  that  it 
was  alike  unjust  and  unwise  to  indulge  in 
any  coroplunts  against  the  quality  of  the 
merchandise  sent  abroad,  and  he  always 
was  ot  opinion  that  nothing  could  be  more 
absurd  than  any  attempt  to  imitate  the 
pernicioua  interference  which  our  ancestors 
were  so  ready  to  practise  in  all  that  re- 
lated to  comiDerce  and  maoufactufes. 
Instances  could  be  adduced  in  which  ma- 
nu&cturea  had  actually  pert  shed  fnm 
unwiae  but  Trell-intended  interierenoe. 
Our  object  should  be  to  emancipate,  but 
not  to  enthral,  our  manufactarea. 

Sir  C.  M.  BuruU  confessed,  that  be  did 
not  think  the  assertions  made  by  tbe  laat 
spaaker  wars  at  all  bonw  out  by  the  fiuts ; 
be  thought,  on  the  contrary)  that  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  MemberforMi 
and  the  spoechea  of  other  Members  of  that 
House,  oould  lean  no  doubt  on  the  nindt 
of  those  who  heard  them  that  frauds  wars 
oooaslonallr  committad  by  British  am- 
cbaotit  ana  upon  that  ground,  as  wall  as 
tat  other  reaaoDa,  bs  did  think  that  tbe 
kon.  Honr  was  Ailly  justified  in  the 
coarse  which  he  had  taken,  and  he  sin- 
oaraly  wished  that  the  House  would  affi»d 
the  working  classes  an  oppoiuinity  of  being 
beard  befoi«  a  comButtes.  The  hoo.  Mofer 
bad  done  bis  duty  by  maafullr  and  fear* 
lessly  bringing  tbe  questioa  unoer  the  cod* 
■ideratioA  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Ffiiuid  observed,  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  tbe  Member  for  Dorchsslsr 
bad  said  that  his  second  teeolutton  wu 
useless— that  the  standing  order  was  suf- 
ficient for  all  the  purposes  whidt  could  be 
reoutred ;  but  he  would  ask  how  were  the 
su^ing  parties  to  be  indemnified  )  To 
that  it  was  necessary  that  a  replj  ^ould 
be  giren.  He  was  aitieniely  anxious  that 
the  working  classes  should  derire  some 
benefit  from  tbe  motion  which  he  had 


of  it  altogether  he  should  ame  to  the  pro- 
position m  the  right  hon.  ftiroaet.  It  wu 
said  that  the  people  might  make  their 
complaints  known  by  means  of  the  right 
of  petition ;  but  let  it  not  be  forgottao 
that  even  petititming  was  attended  with  a 
dc^;T«e  of  ezpenee  tniidi  poor  men  cnuld 
not  always  defray.  But  the  main  quntioa 
was  this,  did  tbe  standing  orders  suf- 
ficiently protect  those  witnesses  who  might 
come  before  committees,  and  who  were 
disposed  to  speak  tbe  truth  ?  In  his  opin- 
ion, it  was  absolutely  necesnry  that  they 
should  bare  more  proiectioa  than  tbo 
standing  order  in  its  present  state  was 
capable  of  affording  to  men  who,  the  mo- 
ment they  returned  from  London  after 
giving  their  evidence,  were  in  danger  of 
losing  their  employments.  He,  under  all 
the  circumstances)  thought  it  beat  to  so 
cept  the  pnmosiLion  5  the  right  hoo. 
Member  for  Dorchester;  but  the  Housn 
might  rest  satisfied  that  that  would  not 
supersede  the  demanda  of  the  people. 
Those  demands  would  so  on  from  day  to 
day,  increasins  and  gaining  ground,  until 
at  lewtb  IVnament  would  tee  tbe  Deoe»< 
sity  of  granting  tbe  sort  of  inquiry  wfaidi 
ha  wanted. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  select  Com- 
mittee wpointea,  in  acoordanoe  with  tbe 
motion  ot  Sir  J.  Graham. 

PDHZSBHtMT    Of    DutH     (IsiUirD)]. 

Mr.  Sergeant  Jackmm  mond  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill 
"  To  sssioulata  the  law  in  Ireland,  at  to  tbe 


punishment  in  lieu  thsieof." 

The  bill,  he  said,  would  contain  soma 
further  provisions  than  were  barely  neosa* 
tary  for  efiecting  the  assimilation  which  it 
was  its  chief  olgect  to  praduoe.  In  tbe 
rmgn  of  George  the  2nd,  an  Irish  act  was 
passed,  rendering  it  a  capital  offence  foe 
sny  person  to  remain  in  Ireland  who  was 
in  the  service  of  the  French  King,  and  any 
one  receiving  or  harbouring  such  a  pcrsoa 
incurred  capital  punishment.  It  was  pco- 
posed  by  the  present  bill  to  repeal  that 
act.  In  many  respects  tbe  liill  wunid  ac- 
cord with  the  meuure  introduced  by  Mr. 
F.  Kelly. 

Leave  given. 

Bill  farou^t  in,  and  read  a  first  tini«. 

OaiHDiMO  BoNUKD  CoKM.]    Mr.  Hmtt 


Qad«,  «Bd  ntb^  than  love  the  adrantagc  J  moved  for  a  select  committee,  to  coosidsr 
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the  expediency  of  renewing  aoy  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  George  toe  4tb.,  com- 
monly called  the  Grindiog  Acti  and  under 
what  inodiJicatioug. 
Agreed  to. 


Civil  Bill  Decrees  (rRBLANn).]  Lord 
EUot  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 

"  To  amend  and  explain  k>  much  of  Ibe  two 
acu  of  Ihe  Glh  and  7tb  yean  of  his  lale  Ma- 
jesty, and  of  Ibe  1st  year  of  her  preient  Ma- 
jesty, as  relates  to  Ibe  execution  of  citil  bill 
decrees  for  Ihe  posseuioa  of  land  in  Ireland." 

Tbe  noble  Lord  etated,  that  one  of  the 
objects  of  the  intended  measure  was  to 
enable  sherifis  to  appoint  sufficient  depu* 
ties  fur  the  execution  of  decrees. 

Mr.  AT.  J.  aCtmnell  said,  heretofore  the 
Special  bailiffi  were  ajipointed  at  the  re> 
oommendatiou  of  the  plsintiffg,  and  that 
the  decrees  were  executed  at  the  peril  of 
the  plaintiffs.  The  result  was  anything 
but  satisfactory,  and  he  thought,  therefore, 
that  provision  should  be  maoe  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  respectable  persons. 

_  Lord  £/wi  felt  assured,  that  under  the 
bill,  respectable  persons  would  in  future  be 
appointed. 

Leave  given. 

Bill  brought  in  and  read  a  first  time. 

House  adjourned. 
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commuDioluD  belran  Soulh  Wil™  wd  the  Httropslfa. 
— [>om  T,  C,  AnBey,  pnjlng  («  Inquiry  rditin  to 
EmipWiMi.— Frem  Skafbrd,  ignlntt  tlw  pnpcwd  Com. 
nwnUI  RituBK— FTDm  Oc  WrtUn  to  bm  H^atrk 
SlfDet  in  ScDUud,  H«iribid,  Eut  Duihui,  ud  pjj. 
nuuth,  agrinU  Uh  Pn^mtjr  Tn. 

ElECTIOH — JoHK    TlIUR- 

Pabington  reported  to  the 
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_  .  w  Studati  c*  Irdiod,  for  the  Re- 

pn]  at  Atb  33  Hri.  VIII.  uid  ll  Ellt— From  Cove, 
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~     '         -  -        -    -    ^  Duiyon  KOarmfft 


>  mpft«HiyM..Hiill.  ftr  tht  taofHan  of 


"0»!]"ft  ^„.._    _ 

House  that  the  select  committee  appointed 
10  try  Ihe  matter  of  the  petition  presented 
by  John  Cobbold,  and  others,  against  an 
undue  election  for  the  borongh  of  Ips- 
wich, had  resolved  that  the  chairman  be 
instructed  to  issue  his  warrant  for  the 
committal  of  J.  Thurston  to  (he  custody 
of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  for  having  been 
guilty  of  wilfully  giving  false  evidence  in 
his  examination  before  them. 

Ordered  that  J.  Thurston  be  committed 
to  the  custody  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  to 
await  the  further  orders  of  the  House. 

KiHGlCLERE    rNCLOBURE.]       Sir      W, 

Haathcou  moved  the  third  reading  of  Ihe 
Kingsclere  Inclosure  Bill. 

Mr.  ffakkt/  felt  it  necessary  to  address 
some  few  ot»ervatioas  to  the  House  in 
opposition  to  this  bill,  which  he  considered 
to  be  unjust  in  eveij  respect.  It  would 
be  well  if  measures  of  Ibis  natura  were  not 
allowed,  as  they  mostly  were,  to  pass 
silently  through  the  Hoose,  bat  were 
always  treated  as  public  bills,  because  it 
oeriBinly  did  happen  that  by  passing  them 
slightly  over  very  important  matier  waa 
often  lost  sight  of.  In  his  opinion  the 
opponents  of  this  bill  wonld  have  the 
strongest  grounds  fbr  complaint  against 
the  committae  if  they  passed  it  without 
allowing  fnrther  time  tar  those  who  felt 
themselves  eggrieved  to  make  good  their 
allegations.  If  the  Honse  of  Commons 
agreed  to  the  bill,  after  the  representattone 
that  had  been  made  on  the  subject,  ihey 
would  be  guilty  of  (he  grossest  unfairness 
and  injustice  (o  the  com  plain  a  nti.  So 
glaring  was  the  case,  however,  that  be 
could  scarcely  suppose  that  they  woeld  do 
so.  It  was  often  asked,  who  were  Ibe 
supporters  of  the  poor?  Who  were  the 
protectors  of  the  poor?  Who  were  the 
friends  of  the  poor?  Who  were  the  as- 
sistants of  the  poor?  And  the  qnestion 
was  bandied  about  from  party  (o  party. 
Sometimes  it  waiasid,  the  Whigs  were  not 
Ihe  friends  of  the  poor:  sometimes  the 
same  assertion  was  applied  to  the  Tories 
— «nd  the  TUdicals  applied  it  to  both. 
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Now,  lookiti);  to  the  courte  thtt  had  b«en 
adopted  with  reference  to  thi<  bill,  he 
thought  that  the  Radicali  had  a  right  to 
accuse  both  parties.  How  dood  the  case 
in  ihif  instaace  ?  There  was  no  Radiral 
OD  the  committee.  It  was  cdmpoted  af 
nioe  Tories  and  two  Whigi,  one  of  the 
Whigs  filliog  the  office  of  chairmao.  A 
■imiiar measure,  ilsliouid  not  be  forgotten, 
was  introduced  in  1834  and  1835,  and  il 
was  most  properly  thrown  out.  Tliis  fact 
of  ilieir  proved  that  no  persons  ever  made 
out  a  stronger  case  than  the  individuals 
who  were  opposed  to  this  bill  had  made  out. 
That  case  was  not  now  weakened ;  and 
be  would  say,  that  it  was  scarcely  possible 
lo  imagine  a  case  more  strong  or  more 
complete  in  all  its  parts  than  that  which 
was  put  forward  against  the  bill  by  those 
who  opposed  it.  He  sincerely  wished  that 
the  late  Member  Tor  Berksliire  was  now 
in  the  Hoase— he  meant  Mr.  Walter, 
who  had  effectually  opposed  the  Totmer 
bill.  In  1634  that  gentleman,  by  Wn 
exertions,  had  caused  the  measure  which 
was  at  that  time  proposed  to  be  rejected. 
How  did  he  effect  that  object  7  He  sent 
down  a  surveyor  to  Kingsclere  to  inquire 
into  all  the  circumitaoces  connected  with 
the  proposed  inclosure.  He  sent  that 
iadividual  down  at  his  own  expense.  The 
surveyor  mad*  his  report — it  was  unTd- 
vourahle  to  the  plan  of  those  who  sup- 
ported the  Inclosure  Bill,  and  the  bill  was 
thrown  out.  In  1835  the  friends  of  the 
inclosure  a^in  brought  a  bill  before  ihe 
House  and  it  was  abandoned.  Now,  if 
this  measure,  thus  twice  defeated,  were 
carried,  what  would  be  the  consequence  ? 
Why,  persons  now  possessing  200  coi- 
lag;es  on  the  waste  would  be  cast  on  ilie 
high  road  subjected  to  penury  and  want. 
Such  would  be  the  effect  of  this  bill  if  it 
were  passed  into  a  law.  And  what,  he 
would  ask,  were  they  assuming  in  this 
case?  That  the  person  calhng  himrelf 
lord  of  the  manor  was  indeed  lord  of  the 
manor,  and  by  this  measure  they  would 
g;ive  him  power,  through  commissioners, 
to  dispossesi  those  poor  people  who  justly 
complained  that  their  rights  were  invaded. 
They  had,  it  appeared,  the  lord  of  the 
manor,  a  rich  party,  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  owners  of  some  few  very  humble  tene- 
ments, a  number  of  poor  cottagers,  on  the 
other  hand.  They  were  auuming  that 
the  rich  man,  on  the  one  aide,  had  a  good 
and  undoubted  title,  and  assuming,  on 
the  other,  that  the  j)oor  man  had  no  title 
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a.t  all.  Having  arrived  at  this  conclusion, 
they  were  about  lo  give  power  to  commia* 
■loners  to  dispossess  those  cottagers,  to 
raze  tlieir  residences  to  the  earth,  and  to 
deprive  them  of  that  which  they  justlT 
considered  to  be  their  property.  If  such 
an  act  were  done,  then  lie  would  say  that 
ihe  House  of  Commons  was  a  disgrace  to 
the  country,  and  that  no  set  of  men  wpre 
entitled  to  suffer  more  degradation  un- 
piiied  than  that  Asiembly,  which  could 
ordiiin  such  injustice  to  be  perpetrated. 
The  commissioners  had  not  Oierely  power, 
if  they  thought  fit,  to  proceed  under  this 
bill— it  went  much  further.  By  its  enact- 
ments the  commissioners  were  actually 
compelled  to  dispossess  those  poor  persona. 
The  committee,  he  believed,  only  sat  for  m 
few  days,  and  when  the  opponents  of  the 
measure  required  them  to  receive  a  copy 
of  the  report  which  waa  made  on  the 
subject,  and  which  was  dated  in  February, 
1834,  the  committee  said,  "  We  cannot 
receive  the  report  unless  Mr.  Maugbsn  ii 
present  to  verify  it."  Again,  those  who 
opposed  the  bill  called  for  further  time; 
they  did  so  yesterday,  and  were  refused  ; 
and  such  was  the  breathless  haste  with 
which  Ihe  promoters  of  the  bill  were 
anxious  to  proceed,  that  on  the  following 
day  (this  day)  tliey  called  for  the  bill  to 
be  read  a  third  time.  He  implored,  he 
earnestly  requested,  the  House  to  resist 
this  application.  If  the  lord  of  the  manor, 
as  had  been  asserted,  really  possessed  a 
right  to  send  away  these  people  from  their 
cottages,  why  did  he  not  dispossaas  them  by 
ordinary  course  of  law  ?  But  be  would 
say,  that  without  any  such  right  being 
shown  on  the  part  of  the  lord  of  the 
manor,  they  empowered  tlie  commissioners 
to  proceed  to  the  removal  of  these  people 
at  once.  He  knew  not  how  to  represent 
or  to  describe  to  the  House  the  feeling 
which  operated  on  his  mind  when  he  con- 
templated such  a  proceeding.  Nothing, 
he  conceived,  could  be  more  unjust,  no- 
thing could  be  more  indefensible.  When 
they  were  told  that  the  opponents  of  the 
measure  were  not  in  time  (the  delay  being 
caused  by  their  necessitous  circumstances), 
when  it  was  known  that  their  extreme 
poverty  deprived  them  of  the  power  of 
coming  to  that  House,  should  not  that 
operate  on  the  House  as  a  cause  for 
extending  a  kind  and  lenient  feeling 
towards  them  ?  They  implored  the  Houses 
tu  postpone  Ihe  report.  And  how  was 
their  prayer  met  ?    Out  of  152  Members 
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only  15  were  Tound  to  vole  a^init  the 
bill,  tnd  fur  the  poatponemenl  or  ihe 
report.  When  t  question  of  thii  kind 
came  berore  them,  they  ought  to  consider 
themseWet  m  if  deciding  judicially  snd  on 
evidence.  Now,  he  would  ask  of  hon. 
Gentlemen,  had  they  seen,  had  they  read, 
had  they  considered  the  evidence  ?  Had 
they  fullv  examined  the  case  before  them  ? 
And  if  ihey  had  not — and  loch  he  be- 
lieved wBi  the  truth, — would  they,  in 
ignorance  sf  the  situatioD  of  the«e  poor 
people,  ditpotseu  them  of  their  cottages, 
and  cast  them  for  ahelter  and  sustenance 
on  the  highways  and  byways  I  The  fact 
was,  they  knew  little  or  nothing  of  the 
case— they  had  beard  nothing  of  tlie 
allegations  of  the  com  plain  ants — they  had 
heard  nothing  of  their  evidence.  In  a 
cue  where  51.  was  at  stake,  Ihey  would 
■ay,  "  Let  us  hear  both  sides  of  the  ques- 
tion;" but  here  it  appeared  that  they 
were  influenced  solely  by  the  decision  of 
the  committee.  If  such  were  to  be  the 
practice,  why  then  tbey  ou|bt  to  do  away 
with  receiving  reports  of  comn\ittees  at 
all  in  that  House.  Let  them  in  future 
give  op  all  decisions  lo  their  coraroitlees. 
Let  the  House  abrogate  its  functions,  and 
let  them,  in  futare,  merely  aSirm  what 
their  committees  proposed.  For  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  (Hr.  La- 
bouchere)  he  felt  the  greatest  retpect. 
He  admired  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
generally  conducted  the  public  business 
and  his  ordinary  course  of  proceeding  in 
that  House.  But,  he  must  say,  that  he 
disapproved  of  his  conduct  in  this  par* 
ticular  case.  Too  much  had  been  left  in 
the  power  of  the  committee  in  this  case. 
The  interests  of  the  complainants  were 
left  wholly  to  them.  He,  as  we  under- 
stood, had  been  intrusted  with  a  petition, 
signed  by  a  considerable  number  of  per- 
sons, to  be  heard  against  this  bill — but  he 
was  too  late.  The  poor  people  had  not 
the  necessary  funds  to  make  their  defence 
before  the  committee,  as  they  ought  to 
have  done;  but  that,  in  his  opinion, 
formed  an  additional  claim  for  granting 
tbem  further  time,  in  order  that  tbey 
might  lake  proper  steps  for  the  proiectioo 
of  iheir  interests,  and  with  that  object  in 
Tiew  he  should  move  as  an  amendment,— 

"  That  the  minutes  of  evidence  taken  before 
the  Kiogsclcrt  Encloiure  Committee  be  laid 
en  the  Table  of  the  House." 

Lord    Wonlty   oppoHil   the   motion. 


^Vhen  the  hon.  Member  who  had  just 
ipoken  alluded  to  Ihe  question  who  were 
tlie  supportera  of  the  poor  ?  he  would  say 
that  he  did  not  think  the  person  who 
misled  the  poor  by  inflated  statements  was 
the  friend  of  the  poor.  He  saw  nothing 
unjust  in  this  bill.  Parties  who  had  held 
rnttages  for  upwards  of  twenty  years 
would  still  retain  tbem,  but  those  who  had 
encroached  upon  the  waste  within  that 
time,  would  nor,  of  course,  be  entitled  to 
n  the  land.  Now,  the  bill  only  went 
to  this — that  the  law  as  it  existed  should 
be  carried  out.  Those,  however,  who 
ipposed  the  bill  acted  on  a  different  prin- 
ciple. They  wished  to  interfere  with  the 
present  stateof  the  law,  and  to  give  a  title 
where  it  did  not  before  exist.  In  his 
opinion,  the  House  ought  not'to  interfere 
the  subject. 

Mr.  O'Connell  said,  he  happened  to  be 
on  the  committee  in  1834,  and  he  opposed 
the  bill  because  it  appeared  to  hiro  not  to 
be  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  the  existing  law,  but  of  creating  a 
law.  Let  Ihe  frreholdera  or  the  lord 
of  the  manor  assert  their  rights  under  the 
present  law,  but  do  not  give  them  an 
additional  power  by  the  roeana  of  com- 
missioners. 

Sir  W.  Healhcote  had  already  entered 
at  some  length  into  the  merits  of  this  bill, 
and  he  did  not,  therefore,  think  it  neces- 
sary to  detain  the  House  with  many  ob- 
servations on  this  occasion.  What  the 
sense  of  the  House  was  might  be  collected 
from  the  division  of  the  House  on  the 
preceding  evening,  when  there  were  137 
for  receiving  the  report,  and  only  15 
against  it.  After  that  manifestation  of 
opinion  he  could  see  no  ground  upon 
which  the  House  was  now  called  on  lo 
delay  its  deciiion.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Finsbury,  to  far  as  he  coald  perceive, 
had  introduced  no  new  matter  that  should 
induce  the  House  to  grant  any  further 
delay.  The  bill  of  1834  was  not,  at  some 
Gentlemen  seemed  lo  suppose,  thrown 
oat  by  the  committee.  It  failed  in  the 
House  itself,  after  evidence  had  been 
heard.  Further  examination  had,  bow- 
ever,  proved  that  the  bill  was  likely  to 
be  productive,  not  of  injurious,  but  of 
beneficial  efierts ;  and  therefore  he  should 
support  il.  If  Gentlemen  wereofopinion 
that  inclosnre  bills,  generally  speaking, 
were  an  evil,  they  would  of  conrte  vole 
against  this  measure.  He,  however,  was 
of   t  different  opioion.     He  coniidered 
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tliii  to  be  a  good  biH ;  be  thought  that 
the  Houm  ought  to  agree  to  it,  and  witli 
(heie  Tew  words,  ia  their  hands  ba  would 
leave  it. 

Mr.  Fidde*  said,  that  they  ought,  in 
common  justice,  to  hear  what  these  poor 
meu  bad  to  say,  which  hitherto  they  hsd 
lesisted.  This  was  the  third  lima  that  ao 
attempt  had  been  made  to  carry  tbe  same 
measure,  and  he  hoped  that  it  would  fail 
BOW,  as  it  had  failed  before.  So  far  ffoni 
this  measure  protecting  the  iotereits  of 
any  of  those  wbo  opposed  it,  even  those 
who  could  show  possetsioo  for  siziy  yesrs 
might  be  annoyed  and  iDterfered  with, 
Fortuuatifly,  bowever,  if  tbe  measure  were 
carried  here  it  must  go  to  another  House, 
where  mora  mercy  he  hoped  would  be 
shown  to  the  complainants  than  was  mani- 
fested towards  them  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. If  they  did  not,  in  the  other 
House,  receive  more  commiaeiation— if 
their  claims  were  not  more  earnestly  at- 
tended to,  then  he  would  say,  that  the 
aristocracy  was  in  a  fair  way  of  being 
destroyed— aye,  and  he  would  add,  that 
it  ought  to  be  destroyed,  if  it  would  not 
listen  to  the  prayers  of  these  jutly>com> 
plainiog  pec^le.  He  was  quite  confinced 
that  if  they  had  sn  opportunity  of  coming 
fairly  forward,  (hey  would  be  able  to  orove 
a  fair  title  to  that  which  they  claimed. 

Mr.  Lakovckere  felt  it  necessary,  after 
the  charges  that  bad  been  brought  agaioat 
him  by  tbe  hmi.  Member  for  Finsbury,  to 
say  a  very  few  words.  As  Chairman  of 
tbe  committee,  his  only  duty  was  to  hear 
the  eridsoce  that  was  brought  under  his 
nutioe.  He  knew  nothing  whatever  of 
the  subject,  except  what  he  was  thus  put 
in  possession  of.  He  should  be  as  sorry 
as  any  Gentleman  in  that  House,  if  he 
did  not  consider  most  acrupulously,  tbe 
rights  and  interest  of  tbe  hunbleit  indi- 
vidual that  night  luppen  to  be  connected 
with  that  or  with  any  other  measare  thpt 
happened  to  be  brought  before  Parliament ; 
but  still  he  must  remsia  of  opinion,  tbw 
(he  interest  which  tbe  community  in  geae- 
j-sl  had  in  this  commoo,  and  more  espe- 
cially (be  interest  of  the  labouring  popu- 
lation, would  foe  more  effectually  served 
by  the  iocloaure  than  otherwise.  Persona 
possessing  common '  righu  of  this  kiod, 
tbey  not  beiog  in  the  vicinity  of  great 
(owns,  and  sitoatcd  in  thinly  inhabited 
parts  of  the  country,  derived  more  benefit, 
he  was  coavinced,  froix  the  employnieDt 
that  was  afforded  by  additionu  cultiva- 
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lion,  than  tbey  could  possibly  b(^  to 
gain  from  (be  ordinary  exercise  of  those 
rights  when  (he  land  lay  uninclosed  and 
uncultivated.  Such  was  his  view  of  the 
general  principle.  He  denied  the  state- 
meat  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Oldhant 
(Mr.  Fieldeo^,  that  persons  wbo  could 
prove  possesaioo  for  sixty  years  could  be 
interfered  with.  It  seemed  to  be  sup- 
posed, that  individuals  woold  be  anmmarily 
turned  out  from  their  cottages  on  (be 
common  without  any  compensation  what- 
ever. The  committee  had  authorised  no 
such  thing.  There  was  a  special  clause 
ia  the  bill  to  preserve  tbe  esistiag  rights  of 
persons  who  bad  held  land  for  twenty 
years ;  but  apy  person  whose  eacroacb- 
ment  did  not  eitend  to  the  term  of  twenty 
years,  though  he  would  be  removed,  would 
still  be  allowed  a  certain  compeaaation  for 
bis  lots.  Looking  to  these  eocroachmcota 
of  a  recent  date,  what,  he  asked,  was  the 
law  1  He  must  say,  contrary  to  tha 
minion  of  the  right  hon.  the  Lord  Mayor 
of  Duhlio  (at  least  as  be  understood  kim) 
those  persons  who  ao  encroached  on  tbe 
common  might  be  immediately  dispon- 
seited  under  the  law  aa  it  now  atood.  If 
the  present  measure  had  never  been  intro- 
duced, any  lord  of  the  naoor  would  bare 
a  right  to  resort  to  that  remedy.  It  wai 
said,  that  those  persons,  though  deeply 
aggrieved,  had  not  tbe  power  to  brii^ 
their  grievances  fairly  before  the  commit- 
tee. There  was,  in  fact,  no  fair  ground 
for  the  assertion.  Sufficient  notice,  long 
notice,  was  given  of  the  proceedioga. 
Those  who  opposed  the  measure,  and  the 
parties  who  were  immediately  concenied 
with  it,  had  the  most  ample  opportunity 
for  exerting  themselves.  When  tbe  oom- 
raittee  met,  it  appeared  that  three  Gentle 
men  had  been  engaged  on  the  part  of  tbe 
opponents  of  the  bill ;  but  their  attend- 
Buoe  was  required  elsewhere.  However,  a 
most  respectable  gentleman  attended  on 
b^alf  of  these  parties  for  two  days,  and 
cross-examined  tbe  witnesses  with  aa 
much  ability  and  acuteoees  as  any  pro- 
fessional gentleman  could  possibly  do. 
He  repeated,  that  in  the  coarse  he  took, 
be  had  done  nothing  more  than  his  duty ; 
and,  in  his  opinion,  (hat  House  would  not 
be  doing  justice  to  the  promolen  of  tkii 
hiH,  if  they  put  them  to  further  expense, 
by  additional  and  nuneceasary  delay. 

Mr.  (fCmmell  begged  the  right  faon. 
Gentleman  not  to  suppose,  that  he  had 
stated  the  law  other  than  it  reattj  waa.  -. 
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What  he  ■tated  wai,  that  the  bill  provided 
for  the  lord  of  tht  maDoc  an  additioDal 
remedy.  Ha  koew,  that  theie  people,  if 
holding  tbeir  cottages  for  leis  tbsn  twenty 
yean,  might  be  ejected  in  the  ordinary 
way — and  he  aaK<d,  why,  in  additioD, 
appoint  conmiuicmera  to  drive  tbem  out  ? 

Mr.  Qoiion  laid,  there  was  already  a 
•ufficieotly  ittict  law  on  one  (ide,  and  he 
certainly  law  no  neceuity  for  a  new  law 
in  eddilioD,  eicept  it  wai  to  h»i9U  the 
other  party.  They  had  heard  meolioli 
made  of  CQmpenutlon,  but  where  wof  it 
to  be  found?  Suppose  a  man  had  ex- 
p«od«d  600L  on  an  tan  of  land,  (Vom 
which  he  was  forcibly  driven  ;  where  did 
ibis  bill  conlain  a  provision  for  proper 
conpensatiiHi  ?  The  bill  autlioriied  the 
removal  of  coltagei  whiah  had  been  built 
ou  (he  laud  within  twenty  years ;  and 
what  compenBatioo,  in  that  caie,  was  to 
be  given  T  Why,  compensation  would  be 
given  to  the  amount  of  the  bricks,  and 
mortar,  and  timber,  wbicb  was  a  mere 
mockeiy  after  yon  had  pulled  a  mftn'a 
house  down :  but  he  looked  in  vain  for 
any  compensation  to  be  granted  for  im- 
provements made  on  the  land.  The  foU 
lowing  was  the  only  clause  which  touched 
on  that  point ; — 

"Provided  always,  that  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  several  peraoo*  who  shall  be  in  pofies- 
■ioD  of  inch  encroachment  or  incloture,  or  io 
the  receipt  of  Ihe  rent  thereof,  at  the  lime  of 
the  pHSiDg  of  this  act,  to  lake  down  and  re- 
move M  suoh  boildings,  fences,  or  other  erec- 
tions, as  stwll  then  be  thereon,  and  to  convert 
lbs  raatwials  Uiereof  10  iheir  own  use,  pro- 
vided such  removal  tske  place  witbio  a  certain 
line,  to  he  limited  by  the  conmisitioner  for 
that  pwrpose,  by  a  notice  delivered  to  the 
persons  respectiveU  in  posseision  of  lucii  ea- 
croadimenls,  or  affixed  upon  aoae  conspicu- 
ous part  ef  saeh  encroacbment  or  encloiure." 

Tfaat  could  not  be  called  compensation ; 
for  a  nan  mi^bt  be  seriously  injured  in 
bis  business  or  his  trade  in  consequence 
of  his  bouse  being  thns  samiurily  puUed 
down<  Attch  a  proceeding  he  considered 
to  be  psost  unjust,  and  he  meant  Iq  pro- 
pose a  clause  to  counteract  it.  Heabouhl 
profKMe  a  clause,  at  the  pr<^r  time,  to 
«nable  iodividnals  to  purchase  land 
of  which  tbey  had  not  held  possession 
for  twenty  years.  At  the  bill  stood, 
individnals  vere  to  be  turned  out  with- 
out allowing  tbem  the  opti»a  of  he- 
coming  purchasers.  But,  it  was  said, 
that  00  oppesitioD  wits  offered  to  the  51st 
cUiise— ibAtnortPboaxtDmctiinae.   Tb» 


was  truei  bat  the  tact  was,  th«l  tbemeaiB 
for  carrying  on  an  effectual  opposition 
were  scanty.  The  poor  people  could  not 
afford  it.  He  denied  that  holders  of  cot- 
tages for  more  than  twenty  years  were 
secure  under  this  bill-  By  the  40tb  clause, 
they  also  might  be  interfered  with,  if  uir 
one  dis[Mil«d  their  legal  title.  Ha  hoped, 
if  the  House  were  determined  to  paae  the 
bill,  that  these  people  would  have  justice 
so  far  done  tbem  as  to  be  allowed  to 
purchase  the  land  of  which  they  had  b^ap 
in  poBssssion  for  a  less  period  than  twenty 
years. 

Sir  V,  Blakt  aupported  the  amendnent, 
and  eonsidarad  it  a  great  hardship  to  dit- 
pDssets  those  poor  people  by  a  bill  of  this 
nature. 

Hr.  Orinu^ich,  as  a  Member  of  the 
committee,  wished  to  say  a  few  word*. 
Several  of  the  cottagers  themselves  bad 
been  examined  before  the  committee,  and 
expressed  themselves  in  favour  of  (he  in- 
closure.  It  did  not  affect  any  persons  but 
those  whose  encroachments  came  within 
twenty  yean,  and  they  were  not  to  go  un- 
compeniated,  It  was  a  bill  which,  in  his 
opinion,  would  benefit  agreat  number,  and 
would  not  injure  any  one.  Of  the  kind, 
he  never  knew  of  a  more  useful  measure, 
and  thought  that  it  ought  to  be  passed. 

Mr.  Stanifietd,  also  as  a  Member  of  the 
committee,  contd  declare  that  the  mo«t 
conscientious  feeliog  pervaded  the  coia- 
mittee  to  attend  strictly  to  the  interests  of 
all  parties,  and  their  convietion  waa,  that 
all  those  interests  would  be  best  eontulted 
by  the  inclosure. 

Mr.  0.  PowtU  said,  that  justice  ought 
not  to  be  refused  to  these  poor  people.  It 
was,  in  his  view  of  it,  a  most  moostrous 
case.  Great  inhumanity  and  great  injus- 
tice were  manifested  towards  those  uofev 
tunate  people.  There  was  one  point  in 
considering  the  question  which  hon.  G«a- 
tlemen  seemed  to  have  overiooked — name* 
ly,  that  when  these  people  were  driven 
from  their  cottage*  (hey  must  be  (hrown 
for  support  on  the  poor-rales. 

Mr.  Fieldtn  defended  the  opinion  be 
had  previously  given  as  to  the  power  which 
the  bill  contained  for  interfering  with  cot- 
tagers  who  had  held  (hem  for  more  (ban 
(wenty  yean. 

Mr.  Eatt,  •*  a  Member  of  the  eO(n> 
miitee,  expressed  his  approval  of  the  bill, 
which  had  already  received  the  unequivo- 
cal sanction  of  the  House. 

The  House  divided  on  the  qvMtiODi 
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that  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out 
stand  part  of  the  question : — Ayes  111; 
Noes  30:— Majority  81. 


{COMMONS} 


Adare,  VUct. 
Aslianbj,  H.  A. 
Aiiiiwottb,  P. 
Allix,  J,  P. 
Antrobut,  E. 
Arkwrighl,  G. 
Bane,  W. 
fiaillie.Col. 
Baillie,II.J. 
Banks),  G, 
Baring,  hon.  W.  B. 
Baring,  H.  a 
Barrington,  Visct. 
Bentinck,  Lord  O. 
Bernard,  Visct, 

Broad  wood,  H. 
Buckley  E. 
Buller,SirJ.  Y. 
Buriell,  Sir  C.  M. 
Buifeild,  W. 
Campbell,  A. 
Chebea,  Vise). 
Cbrisiopher,  R.  A. 
Cliule,  W.  L.  W. 
CliTe,  E.  B. 
Clive,  hon.  Et.  H. 
Cochtaoe,  H. 
Colvile,  C.  R. 
Courlenay,  Visct. 
Crippi,  W. 


DickiDton,  F.  II. 
Dodd,  G. 
Douglaii.  SirC-  E. 
Douru,  Marques*  of 
DruniiiioDd,  H.  II. 
East,  J.  B. 
Eailhope,  Sir  J. 
Ealon,  R.  J. 
Egenon,  W.  T. 
Elhce,  E. 
EstcouTt,  T.  G.  B. 
FerHii>d,  W.  B. 
Filmer,  Sir  £. 
Filzroy,  hoQ.  H. 
Fleming,  J.  W. 
Forbes,  W. 
Geskell,  J.  Milues 
Gore,  M. 

Grey,  r'l.  hn.  Sir  G. 
Griinsditch,  T. 
Grimstoo,  Visct. 
Hamilton,  W.J. 
Hanmer,  SirJ. 
Hardy,  J. 


Hankes,  T. 
Heelhcote.  G.  3. 
Hill,  Lord  H. 
Hodnon,  R. 
Holmes,  hon.  W.A'C. 
Howard,  hn.C.W.G. 
Howard,  hon.  H. 

Jackson,  J.  D. 
Johnioii,  W.  G. 
Joliffe,  SirW.G.  H. 
Laboucbere,  rt.  hn.  H. 
Law,  hon.  C.  E. 
Lindsay,  IL  H. 
Lowlber,  hon.  Col, 
Mackeniie.  W.  F. 
Manners,  Lord  C.  S. 
MartoD,  G. 
MasleT,T,  W.C. 
Haunsell,  T.  P. 
Miles.  W. 
Miichell,  T.A. 
MordaunI,  Sit  J. 
Mundy,  £.  M. 
Hurray,  A. 
Norreys,  Lord 
Northland,  Visct. 
O'Brien,  A.  S. 
Otd,  W. 
Packe,  C.  W. 
Pakinglon,  J.  S. 
Palroerston,  Viscl. 
Parker,  J. 
Pbilips,  0.  R. 
Plum  rid  Ke,  Capt. 
Polhill,  F. 
Round,  J. 
Rous,  hon.  Capt. 
Rushbrooke,  Col. 
Scoit,  boa.  F. 
Shirley,  E.  P. 
Somerset,  Lord  G, 
SiansBeld,  W.R.  C. 
Stuart,  H. 
Tullemache,  J. 
Town«ley,  J. 
Trotter,  J. 
Tufnell,  II. 
Vere,  SirC.B. 
Wiomnstoa,SirT.  E. 
Wood,  C. 
Wrishtsun,  W.  B. 
Wyndbam,  Col.  C. 
Yorke,  hon.  E. 

TELLESS. 

He>thcoie,S>rW. 
Worsley,  Lord 


Blewitt,  R.  J, 
Bo  wring,  Dr. 
Broth«rloo,  J. 
Butler,  hou.  Col. 
Crawford,  W.  S. 
Duncan,  G. 
DuBconbe,  T. 
Elpbinstone,  U. 
Ewarl,  W. 
Fielden,  J. 
Granger,  T.  C. 
Hay,  Sir  A.  L. 
Milcalfe,  H. 
Muolz,  G.  F. 
Murphy,  F.  S. 


Liit  of  the  Nobs. 


Ackers,  J. 
Arcbbold,  R. 


Beskerville,  T.  B.  1 
Blake,  Sir  V. 


O'Brien,  W.  S. 
O'Connell,  D. 
0'Connell,M.J. 
O'Connell,  J. 
Pechell,  Capt. 
Powell,  C. 
Power,  J. 
Kennie,  G. 
Roche,  E.  B. 
Thomeley,  T, 
WOSOD,  R. 

Godson,  R. 
Wakley,  P. 


On  the  question  that  the  bill  be  dow 
read  a  third  time, 

Mr.  Wakley  said,  be  should  meet  this 
question  with  a  direct  negative.  What 
had  the  House  of  Commons,  the  gentry  of 
England,  (he  friends  of  the  poor.done  by 
(heir  late  decision  ?  They  had  decided  on 
dispossessing  500  persons  of  their  habiia- 
tiont,  without  hearing  the  evidence  on 
'hich  that  decision  was  to  take  place? 
They  bad  absolutely  decided  that  they 
would  not  bear  that  evidence  before  them. 
Could  anything  be  more  unjust  than  auch 
a  course  of  proceeding?  Could  hon.  Mem- 
bers be  astonished  that  so  much  violence 
was  manifested  by  the  people  out  of  doors 
with  respect  to  the  proceedings  of  that 
House,  when  such  acts  as  this  were  per- 
peirstrdP  And,  until  the  people  were 
fully  represented  in  that  House,  he  be- 
lieved that  these  atrocities  against  their 
rights  would  constantly  be  committed.  A 
more  unjuit  proceeding  he  had  never  wit- 
nessed in  any  assembly,  be  that  assembly 
what  it  might.  If  a  jury  dared  and  pre- 
sumed to  decide  without  hearing  the  evi- 
dence upon  which  their  verdict  was  to  be 
_'ven,  that  House  would  denounce  tlieinaa 
a  set  of  unworthy  scoundrels — as  men  who 
ought  not  to  be  admitted  into  civilised 
society.  This  was  one  of  the  most  pain- 
ful proceedings  he  had  ever  wiineased. 
"  n  the  statements  that  had  been  made 
to  him  with  reference  to  these  poor  cot- 
legers,  it  was  heartrending  and  painful  in 
the  extreme.  The  House  were  assuroing 
that  the  lord  of  the  manor  had  a  right  to 
eject  them  from  their  cottages,  but  by 
their  decision,  they  had  actually  given  him 
that  right,  If  the  lord  of  the  manor  had 
any  right  at  all,  why  bad  he  not  ejected 
ihem  ?  He  was  told,  indeed,  that  by  the 
lord  of  the  manor's  own  neglect,  his  ma- 
norial right  was  forfeited,  and  that  thers- 
fote,  be  htd  ao  right  to  eject  tben.    But  '^ 
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ihey  were  now  creating  a  law  lo  favour 
the  rich  man  at  the  expenie  of  the  poor, 
and  he  ihould,  therefore,  meet  this  quei- 
tion  with  a  direct  negative. 

The  House  divided,  on  the  third  read- 
ing:—Ayei  118;  Noe8  26;— Miio(ity92. 


List  of  the  Ayes. 


AglioDbv,  H.. 
AlUk,  J.  P. 
Aniroboi,  E. 
Arkwrishl,  G. 
Bagg«,  W. 
SuUie,  Col. 
Baillie,  H.  J. 
Banket,  G. 


Hay,  Sir  A.  L. 

HeathcoU,G.  J. 
Hill,  Lord  M. 
HiUsboroogb,  Earl  of 
Hodgson,  R. 
HowBR],hn.C.W.G. 
Howard,  hon.  H. 
Irton,  S. 


BariDgi'bDa.  W.  B.  Jackson,  J.  D. 

Bsriiig,  H.  B.  Jocelyn,  Viscl. 

Baniagtoo,  ViscL  Johoson,  W.  G. 

Bellew,  R.  M.  Johnstone,  H, 

BentiiMA.  Lord  G.  JoliffB,  Sir  W.  U.  H. 

Bamanl,  Vjscl.  I^bouchere,  ri.hn.H. 

Bowss,  J.  Law,  hon.  C.  R. 

Btoadwood,  H,  Lindsaj,  H.  H. 

Brodie,  W.  B.  -  Lj^od,  hon.  General 

Buckley, E.  'Mackenae,W.  F. 

Buller,  Sir  J.  Y.  Manners,  J^rd  C.  S. 

Bnrre)!,  Sii  C.  H.  Hajoribanki,  S. 

BusfeiM,  W.  Martyn,  C.  G, 

Campbell,  A.  Master,  T.  W  C. 

Christopher,  R.  A.  Mannietl.T.  P. 

Chnle,  W.  L.  W.  Miles,  P.  W.  S. 

CUve,  E.  B.  Miles,  W. 

Clive,  hon.  R.  H.  Mitchell,  T.  A. 

Cocbiane,  A.  Mordaunt,  Sii  J. 

Colvile,  C.  B.  Mundj,  E.  M. 

Courtenay,  VikI.  Noneys,  Lord 
CKpps,  W.  oitbland,  Viicl. 

Darby,  0.  Ord,  W. 

Denison.E.  B.  Packs,  G.  W. 

DickinMn,  F.  U.  Pakington,  J.  S. 

Dodd,  G.  Palmersion,  Visct. 

Douglas,  Sir  C.  E.  Parker,  J. 

Douro,  MaTqueis  of  Philips,  G.  R. 

Drammood,H.  tl.  Pluinridge,  Cspl. 

Bast,  J.  B.  Polhill,  F. 

Easthope,  Sir  J.  Ponsonby,  hn.  C.A.C. 

Egertoo,  W.  T.  Ramsay,  Vf.  R. 

£slcourt,T.  G.  B.  Round,  C.  G. 

Fenand,  W.  B.  Ruabbrooke,  Col. 

Tilmer,  Sir  E.  Scoit,  hon.  F. 

Fituoy,  hon.  H.  Shirley,  E.  P. 

Fleming,  J.  W.  Smith,  A. 

Forbes,  W.  Somenet,  Lord  O. 

Gaikell,  J.  Miloes  iiunsfield,  W.  R.  C. 
Gladstone,  rt.hn.W.E.    Stuart,  H. 

Gore,  M.  Tollemache,  J. 

Grey,  rt  hon.  Sir  G.  Townely,  J. 

Grinisditch,  T.  TrotUr,  J. 

GrioHton,  Visct,  Turner,  E. 

Hamilton,  W.  J.  Vere,  Sir  C.  B. 

Hamilton,  Lord  C.  Wall,  C.  B. 

Hannwr,  Sit  J.  WaUh,  Sir  J.  B. 

Hardy,  J.  WiDninetoc,  Sir  T.  E. 

Hatton,  Capt  V.  Wood,  C. 

Biwlm,  T.  WriBhiNO.  W.  B. 


Wyndham,  Col.  C.  TELLeas. 

Yorhe,  hon.  B.  T.  Heathcole,  Sir  W. 

Worsley,  Lord 

£i>(  of  the  Noes. 
Ackers,  J.  Mnr|Ay,  F.S. 

Archbold,  R.  0'CoDnell,D. 

BaskerviDe,  T.  B.  M.     O'Coonell,  M.  J. 
Bleivitt,  R.  J.  O'Connell.  J. 

Bowring,  Dr.  -  Pechell,  Capt. 

Brolhenon,  J.  Powell,  C. 

Buller,  hon.  Col.  Rennie,  G. 

Crawford,  W.  S.  Roche,  E.  B. 

Duncan,  G.  Thomeler,  T. 

Elpbinsione,  H.  Waion,  R. 

Ewart,  W.  YoAe,  H.  R. 

Godson,  R. 

Granger,  T.  C.  TeLtEM. 

Milcalf,  H.  Duncombe,T. 

Munti,  0.  F.  Wakley,  P.* 

'    Bill  read  a  third  time, 

Mr.  Qodion  then  uid,  that  he  should 
move  the  addition  of  three  clauses  to  the 
bill ;  but  if  the  House  were  against  the 
first,  he  should  not  divide  upon  the  other 
two.  The  substance  of  the  firit  clause 
was,  that  persons  who  had  held  the  land 
for  less  than  twenty  years,  but  had  erected 
coltsges  thereon,  should  be  entitled  to 
purchase  such  land  at  the  price  per  acre 
of  the  surrounding  land.  The  second 
clause  had  reference  to  certain  charity 
lands  in  the  parish ;  and  the  third  clause 
was  one  which  was  introduced  into  the  tnll 
of  1834,  but  had  been  omitted  from  the 
present  bilL  It  was  founded  on  the  report 
of  the  committeeof  that  day,  and  the  sub- 
stance of  it  was,  that  those  commoners 
who  had  been  in  possession  of  their  land 
for  more  than  twenty  years  should  hare 
two  acres  of  common  attached  to  them  as 
of  light.  The  noble  Lord  concladed  by 
moving  the  following  clause, — 

"  Such  parti  of  the  commons  as  shall  have 
been  inclosed  within  twenty  years  last  past, 
to  be  sold  to  the  persons  in  receipt  of  the  rents 
and  proRls,  at  the  price  the  land  was  wnrlli  at 
the  time  of  the  inciosure,  and  Unds  inclosed 
more  than  twenty  years  to  be  entitled  to  an 
allotment." 

Clause  brought  up  and  read  a  first 
time. 

On  the  question  that  the  clause  be  read 
a  second  lime, 

Mr.  Labouchera  was  opposed  lo  the  ad- 


*  Although  the  numbers  are  nearly  litnilar 
on  both  divisions,  the  change  orMemben  who 
voted  is  found  to  he  so  considerable  when  the 
lists  are  compared,  that  to  ensure  accuracy,  it 
was  thought  advisable  to  insert  tba  lists  of  both 
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ditioo  of  ibeu  clauses.  He,  as  chairman 
or  llw  GODiDiittae,  bad  asked  counsel  if 
they  had  iny  more  clauses  to  piopose,  and 
he  was  auswered  that  tbey  had  not.  Tbt 
proposition  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman  was,  to  traat  those  who  had  not 
acquired  a  freehold  right  hv  lapse  of  time 
precisely  as  if  they  were  meholders.  It 
would  H  octine  on  most  dan^rous  ground 
to  do  so,  and  he,  for  one,  could  not  con- 
sent to  it. 

f^  Mr.  Godtm  mid,  his  objflct  »b«,  oot  to 
treat  those  persons  as  freebolden,  bat  to 
gire  them  the  power  to  purcbaH  (heir 
boldlnga  at  the  price  they  were  worth  a| 
the  time  q(  the  iuclosure. 

Sir  W;  Heat/Kote  expressed  bis  iate«- 
Uon  of  opposing  all  the  clauses. 

Mr.  Cnppt  thought,  that  the  pulling  of 
houses  about  the  ears  of  the  holders  was 
rather  a  haish  proceeding,  and  be  should 
therefore  be  inclined  to  support  the  se- 
cond clause  proposed  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Kidderminster;  but  tbe  first  clause 
attempted  to  establish  a  most  outrageous 

Erinciple— namely,  that  tbe  man  who  had 
ad  the  couran  to  build  a  house  upon 
the  waste,  in  the  hope  that  he  should  oot 
lie  disturbed,  should  be  rewarded  with  two 
acres  of  land  to  the  injury  of  the  free- 
holder.   This  clause  he  must  oppose. 

Mr,  Agiionhy  said,  that,  contrary  to  his 
usual  practice  of  never  noting  on  auv 
private  bill  with  the  provisions  of  which 
be  was  unacquainted,  he  had  voted  on  this 
bill  under  a  misconception  of  the  extraor- 
dinary powers  given  by  it.  He  should 
support  the  proposed  clause ;  for  it  went 
(o  mitigate,  and  would  in  some  degree  al- 
leriate,  the  evils  of  the  bill,  especially 
those  which  would  spring  out  of  the  work- 
ing of  tbe  53d  clause  of  the  bill,  which 
«BMted  tiwt  JMulMcd  old  eDclotures 
riwvld  be  dwpwd  part  of  the  laods  to  be 
enclosed. 

Sir  John  WaUh  said,  that  although  he 
bad  hitherto  roted  with  tbe  n^rity,  be 
was  very  much  impressed  with  the  jiutioe 
of  the  cUuies  proposed  by  the  boa.  Mem- 
ber for  Kidderminster,  and  should  support 
Ibvn. 

Mr.  Waklei/  was  almost  afnid  to  coo- 
(cod  for  tiie  justice  of  the  clause,  because 
in  die  ratio  of  its  justice  he  thought  its 
■MOSM  was  qmstianahla.  It  was  a  ques- 
tioa  ^wtbcr  tkc  ptnaa  calliog  hiawelf 
lotd  of  the  Mww  had  any  ngWt  at  all 
Iben.  The  effect  of  diis  bill  would  be  to 
fin  diat  indiridttal  a  right  ])j  law  wluch 


he  never  had  before.     He  should  support 
the  clause. 

Tbe  House  divided  on  the  questioo  that 
tbe  clause  be  read  a  second  time:— Ares 
46;  Noes72:^Hajorily27. 

List  of  Me  Atbs. 
Ackers,  J.  Uankv,  J.  W. 

BscriDgton,  ViKt.  "  "       ' 

Baskerville,  T.  B.  M. 
Blskf,  Sit  V. 


Blewiit,  H.  J. 
Bowdng,  Or. 
Brodie,  W.  B. 
Brotiierton,  J. 
Bruce,  Lord  B. 
Christie,  W.  D. 
Cripps,  W. 
Douglas,  8ii  C.  E. 
Duncan,  U. 
DuDcombc,  T. 
Elphinsloae,!!. 
Bamonds.SirT. 
Fieldsn,  J. 
Forster,  M. 
Gtskell,  J.  Mlbies 
Craoger,  T.  C. 
Orimstoti,  Vise!. 
Hswkes,  T. 
Uay,  Sir  A.  L. 


HulljW. 
Hitcalfe,  Et. 
UnDtz,  G.  P. 
Hurphy,  F'  8. 
U'CooueU,  D. 
O'Conneli,  H.  J. 
O'ConndLJ. 
Fi«et,C<4. 
PedidUCapt. 
Powril,C. 
Reonie,  O. 
SlaiN«etd,W.  B.C. 
ThoniBly,  T- 
Tumer,  E. 
Wakley,  T. 
Walsh,  Sir  J.  B. 
WMon,R. 
Yorke,  H.  R. 
Young,  J. 


Godson,  R. 
Aglionby,  H.  A. 


Lisf^'Ae  Noes. 


A'CouTt,  CopU 
Allix,J.F. 
Aatrobu*,  E. 
Bagge,  W.  ' 
BHillie,Col. 
Beresfotd,  Mijor 
Boldero,  U.  O. 
Brad»haw,J. 
Bramiioii,  T.  W. 
Broad  wo<>d,  H. 
Buckley,  E. 
Bultar,  £. 
CampbeU,  A. 
Christopher,  0.  A. 
Chute,W.  L.W. 
Clive,  C.  B. 
Colville,C.  B. 
CourteosT,  Vlict, 
Deoiioa,  E<  B- 
Dickinson,  F.  H. 
Douro,  Marquess  of 
Drummond,  U.  U. 
Eatt,  J.  B. 
Easihope,  Sir  3. 
Eatcourl,  T.  G.  D. 
Fleninff.J.W, 
Forbes,  W. 
PiemButle,  Sir  T. 
Fuller,  A.  E. 
Greene,  T. 
Grimsditct,  T. 
IlanilUa,  Lonl  C. 
Hardinge,  rUm  .Sir  If, 
Heathcete,  0.  J. 


HodgMu,  R. 
Howud,bn.C.W.O. 
JoUiffe,  Sir  W.  O.  H. 
Law,  hon.  C.  E. 
Law tber,  J.  H, 
Mackentie.W.F. 
MackinnoD,  W. 
Mahon,  Viwt. 
ManDtis,  Lord  C.  S. 
Manners,  Lord  J. 
Maiuribaaks,  $. 
Martin,  0.  W. 
Master,  T.  W.C. 
Maunsell,  T,  P, 
MitcbeU,  T.  A. 
Mordaunt,  Sir  i. 


Mot 
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Northland,  ViKt. 
O'Briea,  A.  8. 
Packe,  C.  W. 
Palmenton,  Visd. 
Parker,  J, 
Plunptrr,  J,  P. 
Poltiiil,  t. 
Bamsay.W.  R. 
Rushbropka,  Col. 
Shirley,  E.  P. 
Smith,  A. 
Souiarset,  Lord  G. 
Towneley,  J, 
Trotter,  i. 
TnfoeU,  H. 
Vere,SirC.BDjgitJ2edby 


GooqIc 


ns 
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Wall,  C.  B. 

WonlejiLotd  tellem. 

WrighuoD,  W.  B.  HeUhGote,Sir  W. 

WjndhuDiCol.  C.         Labouchere,  H. 

Other  cIbuwi  brought  up  and  read  a 
firai  time.  They  woe  negatived  on  the 
motion  that  they  be  read  a  aecond  time. 

Bill  MBKd. 

On  the  motion  "That  the  Order  of  the 
Dftf  be  now  read," 


BuaiKBis  OF  THE  HousB.]  Mr.  C. 
Butter  rose,  and  complained  of  the  prac- 
tice of  the  GovernmeDt  in  bringing  on 
their  meainrei  on  Wednesdav),  which  had 
not  been  the  cuitom.  Weonesday  night 
was  the  <«ly  night  on  which  individual 
Member*,  not  coDoecled  with  the  Govern- 
ment, could  caleuUle  upon  having  an  op- 
Dortunity  to  proceed  with  the  billi  tbey 
nad  in  their  charge.  He  did  not  now  riae 
for  the  paipou  of  offering  any  opposilioD 
to  the  meunrea  on  the  paper,  but  to  ex- 
pteu  his  opinion  that  the  new  practice 
WH  particularly  lurd  upon  Members  not 
connected  with  the  Goreramenti  and  that 
it  wai  also  injurious  to  the  proper  dis- 
charge of  public  business,  ioasmuch  as 
boik  Members  btA  itot  sufficient  notice  of 
the  lulls  which  were  to  be  procealed  with. 

Mr.  IFaUcy  said,  that  nos.  and  right 
hon,  Geotlraiea  opposite,  aercral  limes 
during  tbe  pieFitfas  Session,  had  not  hesi- 
tated to  say  that  there  were  some  proceed- 
inp  of  ibe  late  OovtronMot  which  they 
would  Dot  le&we  to  folloW'  He  would 
lut  say  whether  it  would  be  a  wise  aiul 
vsefnl  deleunioation  to  imiute  the  general 
conduct  of  the  late  Gsreraaient,  but  be 
wio«ld  say  that  it  might  be  oonvenieut  to 
the  House  if  the  present  Government 
wmU  folktw  tbe  esample  of  the  hut  ' 
two  thiags,— ^rst.  in  not  going  on  with 
OoveriuneBt  btUs  m  Wedneiaay  even- 
ingt,  attd  secondly,  in  not  only  stating 
what  business  was  to  occupy  the  H4Kue, 
bot  in  what  order  it  wo«ld  be  taken.  At 
pseacnt  it  was  impossible  to  foratel  whe- 
ther the  first,  or  the  t7th,  or  tbe  20th 
<m)«r  woatd  be  taken  fint  or  not.  The 
fint  order  on  the  list  for  that  evening  was 
^  Uonsed  Lnnatk  As ylams  Bill,  which 
««s  rktoally  a  Govenuicat  bill,  bot  ooe 
vbicb  onght  sot  to  be  discuned  on  snob 
•  night  and  in  such  a  House,  Of  eonrae 
tbe  regalar  eapporteia  of  lh«  OoverniDeiit 
would  be  ia  attoadance  on  Wednesdays, 
batofaU  the  other  Members  few  would 
lUcndf  tboH  bw  ooowtiiig  chiefly  of 
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Members  who  came  down  to  the  House 
out  of  curiosity,  or  those  who,  not  heiag 
fortunate  enough  to  get  an  invitation  to 
dinner,  had  nowhere  else  to  go.  Tbe 
noble  Lord  the  Membei  for  Monmonlh- 
shire  had  promised  that  this  Inll  sbonld 
not  be  proceeded  with  without  pre- 
vious inquiry;  but  what  new  informaUoa 
had  been  laid  before  die  House  on  tbe 
suligect?  None,  positively  none.  Tbe 
noble  Lord  wanted  to  renew  the  powers  of 
the  commissiooeta,  on  the  grouna  of  p«b> 
lie  advantage.  He  wished  to  «ak  the 
noble  Lord  whether  he  would  cooiant  to 
postpone  the  brmging  up  of  tbe  wport  to 
that  day  fortnight ) 

Lord  O.  Simerut  could  not  subecribe 
to  tbe  opinions  of  the  boa.  and  learned 
Member  far  Liskeard  aad  of  the  boa. 
Member  for  Finabun  "itb  regard  to  leav- 
ine  the  members  or  the  Government  to 
tsKe  their  chance  with  other  Meatban ; 
Imt  be  announced  that  it  was  not  his  in- 
tuition  U)  bring  up  the  report  until  that 
day  fortnigbt. 

Mr.  K.<SiM/Asaid.lbathewDnldrBiem 
whatever  obKrvaiions  he  bad  to  make  on 
tbe  Nil  unlii  the  report  waa  brought  up. 

Older  of  the  Day  read. 

House  in  committee  on  the 


LicaNsxD  LtmaTic  Astlumb  Bill.] 
On  tbe  first  clause, 

Mr.  Waklejf  rose  for  the  purposa  of 
moving  his  amendment.  Tba  hon.  Mem- 
bar  sUled,  that  if  he  should  suocaed  in 
inducing  the  House  to  adopt  his  anand> 
ment,  it  was  not  his  inteniion  to  oSer  any 
further  opposition  to  the  progress  of  tbe 
bill.  He  objected  to  the  clause  appoiotii^ 
barristers  to  tbe  office  of  commissioners 
of  lunatic  asylums.  What  could  be  more 
absurd  than  to  select  nembersof  the  legal 
profession  to  sit  in  judgment  on  cases  of 
mental  derangement?  Wu  not  insanity 
innriably  associated  with  bodily  disease  ? 
Tb«  inveetigation  in  which  thecommiswm- 
ers  woold  be  involved  would  be  purely  of 
a  medical  charactar,  and  therefore  the  bar- 
riaten,  if  thejr  were  appointed,  woald  be 
incompetent  to  perform  the  duties  which 
would  darolve  upon  them.  SuppONOg 
bairiaiars  wen  appointed,  what  would  they 
have  to  do  ?  Their  principal  duty  wonid 
be  to  ascertain  wbetbar  Ae  Unalias  w«n 
sntjeeted  to  proper  medical  treatment. 
That  was  the  main  object  which  Ibe  com- 
miuiooers  ought  to  keq>  in  view.  Was 
Ml  the  B»ble  LmkI  awin  tUt  Ifav  icl«o> 
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tion  of  a  competent  medicul  man  ti 
■och  an  office  as  [bat  of  com misai oner 
would  hnve  a  moit  beneficial  effect  on  the 
conduct  of  those  pbyiictana  and  aurgeons 
officially  connected  with  establiahments 
let  apart  for  the  reception  and  treatmenl 
of  the  iniane  ?  If  medical  men  were 
appointed,  important  tabular  (tHteroenti 
would  be  drawn  np  relating  tolhiiclan 
of  affectioni,  and  mucb  valuable  light 
would  be  thrown  on  the  nature  and  treat- 
ment of  inaanity-  He  complained  of  tbe 
dtapoiilion  whicb  eiiited  in  that  House  to 
fill  up  every  appointment  to  which  emolu- 
ment was  BtlBcbeJ  by  a  barrister.  Whe- 
ther it  was  to  be  attributed  to  the  fact  of 
all  IhIIs  being  drawn  up  by  barristers  or 
not  he  did  not  know,  but  the  disposition 
was  evident.  That  they  were  unfit  was 
shown  by  the  total  failure  of  the  Metro- 
politan Commission,  in  which  they  pre- 
dominated ;  he  would  therefore  move  that 
the  words  "  Barrister  Commiuioners  "  be 
omitted, and  the  words  "Medical  Com- 
missioners "  be  inserted.  He  bad  intended 
to  move  for  the  appointment  of  only  one 
medical  commissioner,  but  as  the  noble 
Lord  proposed  that  tbe  commissioners 
should  act  separately,  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  propose  that  both  should  belong  to  tbe 
medical  profeiiion. 

Lord  O.  Somerset  could  assure  the  bon. 
Member  that  nothing  was  further  from  his 
intention  then  to  cast  any  slur  upon  the 
medical  profession.  All  that  he  wanted 
was,  that  tbe  provisions  of  the  taw  should 
be  carried  out,  and  that  he  thought  would 
be  better  done  by  geotlemen  of  the  pro* 
fetsionof  the  law  than  by  medical  men. 
The  inquiry  to  be  made  by  the  com- 
missioners was  not  as  to  the  medical  treat- 
ment of  the  patient,  but  whether  he  was 
treated  properly  and  with  kindness;  and 
wiih  respect  to  such  inquiries  a  barrister 
could  make  as  sufficient  an  invesiigaiion 
ai  anv  medical  roan.  Besides,  he  thought 
that  toe  appointment  of  legal  gentlemen 
would  be  more  acceptable  to  the  gentlemen 
who  were  attending  asylums ;  they  woiild 
*iiot  like  to  be  interfered  with  by  gentlemen 
beloDgiog  to  their  own  profession.  He 
propmed  tint  the  legal  commissioner 
should  have  the  auistsnce  of  medical  men 
when  he  considered  it  necessiry  to  obtain 
their  advice,  Tbe  hot).  Gentleman '  (Mr. 
Wakley)  had  su^ested  that  a  medical 
commissioner  should  t>e  associated  with  a 
legal  commissioner ;  but  he  thought  it 
would  bt  difficult  to  obtain  tbe  lerrices 


of  competent  medical  men  to  act  as  com- 
miisioners,  for  they  could  not  oOer  suffi- 
cient remuneration  tos  medical  gentleman 
in  full  practice  to  induce  him  to  spend 
half  hit  time  in  the  country  in  visiting 
asylums.  He  had  brought  in  this  bill  in 
consequence  of  communications  with  the 
Lord  Chancellor  and  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department;  and  he  be- 
lieved, if  it  was  adopted,  it  would  aSbrd 
means  of  obtaining  a  mass  of  infortnation 
whiL-h  might  lead  to  the  establishment  of 
a  better  mode  of  supervision  than  dow 
existed. 

Mr.  Paiiagton  thought  it  advisable  that 
the  commissioners  should  be  membera  of 
the  medical  rather  than  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession. Strong  representations  had  been 
made  to  hira  by  a  medical  gentleman  who 
was  the  proprietor  of  a  lunatic  asylum  in 
the  borough  which  he  represented,  com- 
piaiuing  of  the  inquisituriat  system  which 
would  t>e  established  by  this  bill,  and  ol>> 
jecting  to  the  appointment  of  barristers  aa 
commissioners.  He  hoped  that  his  noble 
Friend  (Lord  Q.  Somerset)  would  recon- 
sider some  of  the  more  stringent  pro- 
visions of  the  measure.  He  was  glad  that 
the  noble  Lord  proposed  to  giie  the  legal 
commissioner  the  power,  when  he  deemed 
such  a  course  necessnry,  of  obtaining  the 
assistance  of  the  physicians  appointed  by 
courts  of  quarter  sessions  as  inspectors  or 
lunatic  asylums. 

Mr.  W.  Mile*  thought,  thit  the  duty  of 
inspecting  lunatic  asylums,  which  was  far 
from  sn  agreeable  task,  should  be  lakea 
out  of  the  hands  of  msgistrates,  and 
committed  to  two  commissioners  —  the 
one  a  barrister,  and  the  Other  a  medical 
man. 

Lord  0.  Somerset  proposed  to  strike  out 
the  clause,  preventing  barristers  from  call- 
ing in  the  aid  of  medical  roen.  In  order 
that  in  particular  cases  they  might  avail 
themselves  of  the  advice  of  the  medical 
visitors  appointed  by  the  quarter  sessions. 

Mr.  Wakley  said,  he  had  had  a  prac- 
tical demonstration  of  the  troth  of  phreno- 
logy. He  knew  before  he  bad  commenced 
his  observations,  that  he  should  not  con- 
vince the  noble  Lord.  The  noble  Lord 
had  opposed  his  propositions  with  tbe  moat 
persevering  pertinacity.  He  would  now 
suggest,  that  the  profession  of  the  com- 
missioners should  not  be  staled  in  the 
bill,  but  that  the  responsibility  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  medical  man  or  a  barrister 
tboukl  rest  with  the   Lord  Cbaiic«H«r.  c  by 
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There  woald  be  no  difficult;  id  getting 
competent  medical  men  for  this  invesliga- 
tion  any  more  than  there  would  be  in 
getliog  competent  men  of  the  legal  pro- 
feuion.  The  hon.  Member  concluded  by 
moving  an  amendment,  to  the  efTect  that 
two  of  the  commissioner*  to  be  appointed 
should  not  have  their  profession  slated, 
but  that  their  eppintment  should  be  left 
to  the  Lord  Chanceltor. 

Mr.  H.  P.  Howard  thought,  medical 
men  educated  as  to  the  diseases  of  the 
human  mind  more  fit  for  such  an  appoint- 
ment than  men  educated  in  mere  legal 
technicalities.  He  should  oppose  the 
proposition  that  it  be  left  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor  to  choose  whom  he  might 
appoint,  u  his  predilections  would  most 
likely  be  in  favour  of  his  own  profession. 

Mr.  Hmley  was  opposed  to  the  ap- 
poinineDt  of  exclusively  legal  gentle- 
men. 

Lord  0.  SonUTUt  said,  whatever  might 
be. the  opinions  of  the  hon.  Member  oppo- 
site as  to  his  phrenological  conformation, 
he  should  oppose  the  proposition  to  leave 
the  responsibility  of  the  choice  of  the  pro- 
fessions  of  the  commissioners  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor.  He  had  no  objection  to  take 
the  propolition  of  the  hoo.  Member  into 
consideration,  but  he  would  rather  the 
House  would  at  once  decide  the  question 
than  throw  this  ftsponsihility  on  the  Lord 
Chancellor. 

Mr.  Wakley  meant  to  persist  in  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  Hardy  said,  he  should  distrust  the 
litnesi  of  a  legal  commission.  He  would 
much  rather  see  one  legal  and  one  medical 
commissioner.  On  a  visit  to  the  Wake- 
field Lunatic  Asylum,  he  had  felt  con- 
vinced of  the  sanity  of  a  lunatic  on  con- 
versation with  him,  who,  it  afterwards 
turned  out,  wai  the  most  violent  of  the 
patients. 

Mr.  A,  Yorke  was  of  opinion,  that 
Members  of  the  legal  profession  were 
the  least  qualified  persons  to  be  on  the 
commUaion. 

Mr.  Qodum  thought,  that  medical  men 
were  not  so  fit  from  their  prejudices.  He 
had  heard  a  doctor  swear,  that  all  mankind 
were  mad.  They  wanted  the  expeiience 
and  koowledge  of  the  other  profession  to 
investigate  the  truth  of  the  facts  under 
which  a  lunatic  was  confined.  He  wished 
to  see  the  two  professions  comb'ued,  in 
order  to  arrive  at  a  just  result  in  such  an 
inquiry. 
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The  Committee  divided  on  ihb  question 
that  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  oat, 
stand  part  of  the  question :— Ayes  19; 
Noes  22;  — Majority  3. 

Litt  of  the  Aybs. 

Adderley,  C.  B.  JackiOD,  3.  D. 

Aglionby.  H.  A.  Johnaon,  W.  O. 

Baskerville,  T.  H.  M.  Mackentie,  T. 

Broadley,  H.  Mabon,  Viscl. 

Clerk,  SirG.  Martin,  C.  W. 

Cripps,  W.  Mitchell,  T.  A. 

Denigon,  E.  B.  Round,  C.  G. 

Forbes,  W.  Rous,  boo.  Capt, 
GUdstone,rt  hn.W.E.  telleds. 

Grimsditch,  T.  Godson,  R. 

Hornby,  J.  Somerset,  Lord  G. 

Lul  of  the  Noes. 
Arkwrighl,  G.  Haidy,  J. 

Blake.  Sir  V.  Howard,  P.  H. 

Bodkin.  W  H.  McGeachy,  F.  A. 

Bowring,  Dr.  Miles,  W. 

Brotherton,  J.  Pakingtoo.  J.  S. 

Campbell.  A.  Plumridse,  Capt. 

ChriMie,  W.  D.  Turner.  E. 

CoUille,  C.  R.  Williams,  W. 

Dickinson,'  F.  U.  Yorke,  U.  R. 

Evaua,  W. 

Ferguson,  Sir  R.  A.  tblleks. 

Halford,  H.  Henley,  H. 

HaicouTl,  G.  0.  Wakloy,  T. 

I«rd  0.  Somerut  hereupon  said,  he 
hardly  knew  what  course  to  adopt  now, 
as  he  knew  not  whether  the  intention  of 
the  House  was  to  favour  the  medical  or  the 
legal  authority. 

Mr.  Wakley  said,  he  had  no  doubt 
whatever  a*  to  the  perfect  practicability 
of  carrving  out  beneficially  the  principle 
which  the  House,  he  was  glad  to  say,  had 
affirmed.  Perhap  it  would  be  well,  for 
the  present,  to  postpone  the  further  con«- 
deration  of  the  measore. 

House  resumed  —  further  proceeding 
postponed  for  a  fortnight. 

Copy  RIGHT.]  House  in  committee  on 
Copyright  Bill,  and 

Clause  15  (relating  to  piracies  by  ex- 
tracting) being  proposed, 

Mr.  Wakley  said,  he  thought  this  clause 
would  prevent  elegant  extracts  being  put 
into  school-books;  he  wiihed  to  know 
what  effect  this  clause  would  have  with 
respect  to  the  eiialiug  law,  which  was  at 
present  ^very  stringent  ;  but  stringent 
though  It  was,  it  was  believed  that  the 
pjoposed  clauae  would  be  much  more  so. 

Mr.  Godton  did  not  see  any  reason  for 
this  apprehension.  The  clause  allowed 
eitracts    for    purposes     of    "  ciiticism," 
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"Judgment,"  or  "Mgument."  Now, 
all  cues  of  iDJutictioa,  tha  equitj  judge 
htd  to  decide  botr  fsr  tbe  eitracts  were 
iDJurioai  to  the  book,  and  if  they  were 
merely  bonS  fide  for  sach  pnrpotes  as 
tbeie,  they  would  come  within  the  excep- 
tions of  the  claaae,  exceptiooa  which 
would  undoabtedly  include  selections  fbr 
Bcbool-books ;  whereas,  wire  the  words 
"or  Bcfaool-txwics"  specially  introduced, 
under  the  cover  of  that  language  whole 
works  would  be  republished. 

Mr.  Aglioniy  opposed  the  cUose, 
appeared  to  him,  that  the  effect  of  passing 
this  clause  woold  be,  that  the  la^e  class 
of  books  on  important  subjects  which, 
from  their  cheapness,  were  accessible  to  the 
public,  would  no  longer  be  placed  withi 
their  reach.  It  was,  in  his  opioion,  er 
tirely  inGonsistent  with  the  public  interest 
that  this  clause  should  be  agreed  to. 

Lord  Mahm  said,  it  was  desired  by  the 
clause  to  re-enact  the  existing  taw  with 
reference  to  extracts,  liwas  quite  evi- 
dent, that  any  extracts  for  criticism,  ob- 
servation, or  argument  would  not  come 
within  the  law  as  it  at  present  stood ;  but 
it  was  necessary  to  adopt  soma  measure 
for  the  prevention  of  the  arlificea  which 
are  constantly  resorted  to    in   order  to 

BroGt  by  extracts  from  popular  works. 
lis  hon.  and  learned  Friend  (Mr.  God- 
son) had  stated  to  the  House  what  the 
existing  law  was ;  they  were  all  agreed 
that  the  proposed  law  should  not  be  less 
forcible  as  a  protection  to  copyright  than 
tha  existing  one,  and  it  was  only  proposed 
to  re-enact  by  this  clanse  that  which  is 
already  in  operation  in  reference  to  the 
publication  ot  extracts. 

Mr.  Oodtoti  explained,  that  the  clanse 
t>  framed  was  a  strict  definition  of  what 
would  be  piracy,  and  therefore  ought  to  be 
preserved  as  part  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  Waklty  was  of  opinion,  the  clanse 
would  have  a  most  injurious  effect,  inai- 
moch  as  it  would  prevent  the  publication 
of  extracts  from  the  roost  useful  works,  and 
which  appeared  in  such  publications  as 
Chaniben't  Joitmal  and  the  Mirror — 
works  which  found  their  way  into  almost 
everv  cottage. 

iHr.  Oodion  contended  that  no  jury 
would  find  such  extracts  as  appeared  in 
the  Mirror  or  Chamhen'i  Journal  to  be  in- 
jurious to  the  author;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  if  roore  lengthy  extracts  were  made 
would  the  House  leave  the  author  without 
a  remedy  i 
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Dr.  BoKring  tfaonght  the  clause  would 
be  an  impediment  to  the  general  diffuuon 
of  literature  ihrongh  works  with  which  all 
were  familiar,  and  which  contributed  so 
much  to  the  celebrity  of  the  authors  quoted. 

The  Gommtliea  divided  on  the  question 
that  the  clauses  as  amended  stand  part  of 
the  bill. 

The  numbers  were — Aye*  36;  Noet 
1 1  :  Majority  25. 

List  of  the  Atbs. 

Adderlev,  C.  B.  In^is,  Sir  R.  H. 

Arkwrighi,  G.  JackiOD,  J.  D. 

Bailey,  J.  Lockhatt,W. 

Baskerville,  T.  B.  H.    Mc  Oeodiv,  F.  A 

Bodkin,  W.  II.  Manhun.  Vi(| 

Botficld,  S. 

Broadley,  H. 

Caoipbell,  A. 

ChrisiiB,  W.  D. 

Chiislophcr,  R.  A. 

Colvile.  C.  R. 

Crippi,  W. 

Darby,  O. 

Dickinson,  F.  II. 

FarohaiD,  E.  B. 

Ficlden,  J. 

Forbe»,  W. 

Gladstone,  right  hon. 

W.  B. 
Hardy,  J. 
Howard,  P.  H. 


Miles,  W. 
Morris,  D. 
CBheo,  A.  S. 
O'Brien,  W.  S. 
Pakinglon,  J.  S. 
Palmer,  G. 
Rous,  luMi.  Capl. 
Scott,  hon.  F. 
Sulton,  bon.  H.  U. 
WhiUnore,  T.  C. 
Wianingioo,  Sir  T.  £. 

Hahou,  Visct. 
Godson,  l|r. 


Lut  of  tie  Nou. 
BUkc,  Sir  V.  ThornclM,  T. 


Bo  wring.  Dr. 
Brotherton,  J. 
Cobden.  R. 
£vans,  W. 
Ewart,  W. 
Mnutz,  G.  F. 
Plumrtdge,  CspL 


iers,  hon.  C. 
WiUisms,  W. 

TELLXaS. 

AslionliT,  H, 
Wakley,T. 


Clause  agreed  to. 

On  clause  24, 

Mr.  Aglionby  said,  thM  by  that  clanaa 
any  of  the  judges  cither  of  thecoaiiaot 
equity  or  common  law  would  be  e«- 
powered  to  grant  injunction!  in  caaea  of 
piracy.  He  woold  beg  to  ask  whether  each 
a  proposition  was  not  a  new  feature  rather 
than  a  re-enactment  of  the  law  of  copy- 
right? 

Mr.  Godtom  believed  the  pover  of 
grauting  injunctioos  was  at  the  preawt 
time  pouessed  by  all  the  common  law 
judges,  though  certainly  inch  power  mm 
not  exercised.  He  thoaght  that  there 
were  many  reasons  why  ttu  power  sboM 
exist,  but,  of  course,  i(  would  be  br  the 
Lord  Chancellor  to  propose  an  alleratie* 
of  the  clause,  if  he  pteued,  whoa  tba  bill 
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cane  uader  Iho  ceMidwatisn  of  tho  Houu 
of  Lords. 

Mr.  Waklej/  laid,  that  tbe  plBJatiff 
ongfat  ift  be  pnveated  from  going  to  the 
Court  of  Chumiy  at  all,  and  be  eoni' 
polled  at  ODce  to  go  to  the  Commoti  Lav 
Courts. 

Ht.  Oodum  said,  that  now  if  a  plaintiff 
went  into  the  Chancery  court  be  would 
got  hii  injuDCtioD,  but  he  would  get  no 
damagea,  and  the  object  of  tbe  present 
clsuM  we*  to  enable  him  to  get  both  hii 
injunction  and  his  damsges  in  the  same 
court.  Bat  if  the  snggeition  of  the  boa. 
Member  for  Finabury  were  adopted,  a  man 
would  be  compelled  to  sue  for  damage*. 
It  would  prevent  him  from  being  latisBed 
with  the  injunction. 

Mr.  Datby  thought,  that  the  gift  to  the 
Common  Law  Coort)  of  M>  large  a  power 
for  the  first  time  onght  not  to  be  granted 
without  mature  coniiderBtion, 

Lord  JIfaAen  for  his  own  part,  concurred 
in  opinion  with  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Oodion),  but  a>  the  new  power  given  to 
the  Common  Law  Courts  was  lo  strongly 
opposed  by  hoo.  Members  who  had  given 
him  their  support  throughput,  be  fitit 
boond  to  consent  to  the  omiuioo  of  the 
Courts  of  Common  Law. 

Hr.  Jackton  suggested  that  a  middle 
course  between  the  two  parties  might  be 
adopted  by  giving  the  power  lo  the  Com- 
mon Law  Courts  only  when  the  proceed- 
ing* in  tbe  case  had  once  been  atlacbed 
to  such  courts,  and  tbey  had  already  gained 
juritdictiun* 

Sir  X.  Ingtit  supported  the  suggestion. 

Mr.  OltMloM  advised  tbe  postpone- 
taent  of  tbe  clansa. 

Viscount  JtfaAoN  thaughl,  after  all  the 
discussion,  that  it  would  oe  better  to  omit 
the  clause  for  the  present,  and  in  bringing 
up  the  report  it  could  again  be  intio- 
ditoed. 

Clause  24  omitted. 

Kemaininy  dauias  agreed  \0k     House 
ed.  Bill  to  be  reported. 


The  PoBLic-Houses  Bill.]  On  the 
motioo  for  tbe  second  reading  of  this  bill, 

Mr.  Swart  thought  that  a  clause  ought 
to  be  inserted  under  which  ooffee-boasei 
sbo«ld  bo  compelled  lo  close  at  a  certain 
boar  of  ibe  oighL 

Mr.  fToiHey  hoped  that  a  clause  to  in* 
oonveaieot  to  the  working  classes  would 
not  be  acrecd  (o. 

Mr.  Hmmtn  ShHm  nid,  that  m  Ibe 
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bill  at  present  stood,  it  ooatained  many 
objectionable  clauses ;  but,  t*  he  under- 
stood that  these  clauses  ware  (o  be  cor- 
reeled,  be  did  not  feel  it  bis  duty  now  to 
oppose  it. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 


Baeribtkki,  (Ibzlavd).]  Sir  V. 
Blate  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
Barristers  (Ireland)  Bill.  He  staled  that 
what  he  paiticularly  desired  to  attain  by 
it  was,  that  the  Irish  law  Btadenis  should 
not  be  compelled,  si  they  were  at  present 
to  come  to  London  for  the  purpose  of 
qualifying  themselves  to  be  called  to  the 
Irish  bar.  There  was,  he  believed,  a  time 
when  such  a  regulation  was  necessary,  but 
that  time  had  passed.  Irish  lawyers  were 
considered  of  equal  authority  with  Eng- 
lish lawyers,  and  the  student  bad  such 
means  of  obtaining  a  knowledge  of  his 
profeHion  in  Dublin,  that  it  was  unneces- 
san  for  him  to  cume  to  London. 

Mr.  Sergeant  Jactim  who  disclaimed 
all  personal  discooriesy  to  the  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, felt  bound  to  oppose  the  bill.  Hie 
benefits  derived  by  Irish  students  from 
their  alteodaoee  in  London  were  incalcu- 
lable, and  so  Ihey  themselves  thooght,  for 
be  had  recsived  from  the  secretary  of  dieir 
body,  Mr,  Pigott,  the  son  of  the  late  At- 
toroey-general,  a  letter  espreuing,  on  the 
part  of  Dearly  the  whole  body,  their  oppo- 
sition lo  the  bill.  This  question  was  not 
.  It  had  been  canvassed  by  the  Irish 
Judges,  and  decided  by  them  in  favour  of 
ihe  present  system.  Rather  than  the 
iToposition  of  ue  hon.  Baronet— by  which 
!risn  students  were  not  compelled  to  come 
to  London,  he  would  compel  English 
students  lo  go  to  Dublin.  Besides  there 
were  other  clauses  io  the  present  bill  most 
objeotionable.  The  first  was,  that  all 
gentlemen  qualified  to  be  called  to  the 
English  bar  should  be  entitled  to  a  call  at 
tbe  Irish  Bar.  Now  this,  was  not  fair  un- 
leu  ibey  allowed  tbe  Irish  to  practise  at  the 
Bngliih  bar.  It  was  noi  "justice  to  Ire- 
land."  On  the  whole,  he  felt  it  was  not 
his  duty  to  move  that  the  bill  be  read  a 
second  time  that  day  eii  months. 

Motion  negatived.  Bill  put  off. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 
nttrsd^.  April  31, 1849. 

"VT|Kl     BlUl.     f-Mt.m»-   NdrMwdi-Hokri 
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Mmm — 1^  Onniilif  Iwdonn I  KlngMhM Inokaurai 
SL  AluuU  Hukni  WatoMupet'Mlre  ImpnTumcol i 
UMl  ClwriCr  (Lowc'i)  Bitatai  Blrmlnglum  (ad  Dabf 

*•'    SUnlupe  ud  True  EUUhkt  i  Edisliuigh  ud  Blu. 

gow  fUUway. 

Heporlid.— NMtlDglun  Gmi  Impskl  Awinna  C(im< 

puy. 

gi.  luIiiuHd:— Wikcyhlll  Incbmni  Bouekc'i  N*tu- 

nlkUlaoi  tierille^  NUunUaUcB  1  DuU  of  BadfonTi 


Uu  Con-lam.— Bt  Om  Eld  0(  Z*ll«Bd,  (Km  G 
bad,  md  NortiMUMtoUt  ilklut  Ibt  Tnrimt-tMff  — ^ 
■h>  aiBVtni  Ctowrntln  OpoUlva  AmcUUon  In  fk 

of  lb*  UIdUIbUI  Ffaiudal  ud  CmunsrcU  Mtuui 
By  Lord  Mihoa,  Lord   PimnlHimi  ind  oUht  t 


plHH,  igilBM  til*  Can  ImpoiUllai  BilL— By  ■  oobl* 
Laid,  fton  thi  HUlan  of  KlUusay,  nciliHt  the  Iiapona- 
tkn  rf  FocrifB  Flour  lilo  Inliod'-By  ■  nstdg  Lord, 


—By  tha  Mnqiw*  nt  Dam. 
riilni'ltaa  HUUonii^,  fiic  Iht  EnemmiiBiait  of 
Scbooli laflOOOBlon  wlita  til*  Chinch  EduaOoa  Sodaty 
(InUndl^Jton  XbkeudtiWMIilr*,  iialiM  tb*  Imporl- 
Mloaof  Fonlp  CMtl*.  fiomth*  FiHtbfoUng  ChrM- 
)«■  of  SLMiD'Hqiurr.  ClBkniia,  Ok  Dm  uttMtutkn 
of  DaduMku  Id  Uh  of  UalhL— Fnxn  lb*  HuBUivdoB 
LlMnrj  aad  SdMUlOo  ImtlMtloai  Ibr  SumpUoo  ftsm 
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m  the  Chuoal  Iiliuidi  at «  Low  lUt* 
of  Dulyi^Jton  Hw  Pi^iytiiyaf  Ptnpont,  and  Ibe  Ar- 
licoUh  AaodMtoa,  AxttMBatUiObaaTBiiHof  IhaSab- 
hatti.— irom  KlDunoy,  and  Bnbuib,  pnytni  that  Mat- 
ron lalMiialHd  by  *  Pmbytarian  or  DiMnbiw  HInUtR 
bKiTMi  Hanbnor  Itw  Chiiidi  of  Eo^ind  ud  Pimbj- 


CoBN  Impoxtatiom  Biu-J  The  Earl 
of  Bipon  moved  the  Order  of  the  day  for 
the  House  to  go  into  coinmittee  od  thia 
bUI. 

Eail  Stanhope  trouM  ta\e  that  oppoctu- 
nlty  of  BnyJDg  a  few  vorda.  It  had  been 
stated,  that  as  this  bill  was  looked  upon 
aa  a  money-lull  the  other  House  would  not 
consent  to  any  alteration  in  it,  and  that 
if  any  were  made  they  would  reject  the 
bill  on  Its  being  returned  to  them.  Now, 
in  bis  opinion,  that  objection  ou){fat  not  to 
deter  noble  Lords  from  doing  their  duty, 
■nd  proposing  any  amendment  which 
ronid  tend  to  make  the  bill  less  ob- 
jectioiuble  than  it  now  was.  Indeed, 
BO  far  from  thinUog  the  rejection  of 
the  bill  by  the  other  House,  in  conse- 
quence of  amendments  here,  as  a  circum. 
stance  to  be  deprecated,  he  was  rather 
disposed  to  look  upon  it  us  a  matter  to  be 
desired,  for  there  was  plenty  of  time  for 
discusdng  another  bill,  and  it  would  be  an 
adrantage,  that  the  Coraroons  should  have 
an  opportunity  of  reconsidering  the  whole 
question,  and  particularly  wiu  reference 
to  the  tuiff,  wbcli  be  looked  upon  u  moat 


injurious  to  growers  of  cattle  in  this  ooud* 
try,  and  still  more  so  in  Ireland.  He  coald 
not  see  why  the  importation  of  foraga 
cattle  was  permitted,  except  it  was  to  dsa- 
courage  the  rearing  of  them  in  Iralaad. 
He  objected  to  the  tariff  on  other  groands, 
which  he  would  take  a  future  opportunl^ 
of  stating.  All  he  would  now  aayof  it 
>,  that  it  completely  took  the  ooontrr 
by  Hurpriae,  and  when  it  came  to  be  di^ 
cussed  he  would  more  that  it  be  consi- 
dered thatdaysixmoDths.  If  their  Lord- 
ships should  agree  to  any  amendowDta  in 
the  bill,  it  would  give  an  opportunity  to 
the  Members  of  the  other  House  to  re- 
deem their  pledges  to  their  coostitu^ts. 


and,  if  possible,  of  regaining  the  c( 

of  the  people.     If,  however,  they  should 

persevere  in  their  support  of  a  measure  of 

'  kind  he  had  little  doubt,  that  at  the 
next  election  few,  if  any,  of  them  woukt 
have  a  chance  of  being  re-elected.  He 
would  wish  to  press  this  no  the  conrider- 
ation  of  the  Members  of  her  Hajestya 
Government,  who  would  in  such  a  case  be 
deprived  of  a  large  body  of  their  preaenc 
ipporters. 

Order  of  the  Day  read.  House  in  cam- 
mi  I  tee. 

On  clause  13  (which  gave  to  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  London  the  power  of  appointing 
an  inspector  of  com  retiimi  for  the  dly), 
and  clause  13  (which  declared  that  said 
inspector  should  not  execute  faia  office  by 
deputy,  except  in  certain  cases. 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  he  would  move  the 
omission  of  both  those  clauses,  because  he 
did  not  think  it  fair  that  the  London 
market  should  be  included  in  taking  the 
averages.  From  several  returns  that  had 
been  laid  on  their  Lordships'  Table,  h 
would  appear  that,  taking  the  average  <^ 
1840,  it  was  higher  in  London  by  5t.  9)d^ 
than  in  many  of  the  other  markets;  ud 
that  from  the  nature  and  amount  of  car- 
riage and  other  charges  in  London,  the 
averages  there  must  be  alwayshigher  ihaa 
in  the  country.  The  noble  Earl  om- 
cluded  by  moriog  the  omisuon  of  ilsima 
12  and  13. 

The  Earl  of  Ripon  could  not  concor  in 
the  omission  of  the  London  market,  which 
would  make  so  serious  a  difference  aa  to 
the  general  arerases,  and  disturb  the  equi- 
librium of  the  whole.  His  noble  Friend 
was  mistaken  in  suppoaing  that  the  aTcr- 
agea  of  London  were  always  higher  than 
in  the  country.  There  were  manj  pi  anas 
in  the  country  from  which  the  ateragea 
were  uken,  in  wbicb   they  were  nDch 
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higher  than  those  of  London.  I  f  Z^ndon 
were  to  be  excluded,  as  haTing  the  averages 
too  high,  other  places  would  be  pointed 
out  for  excIagioD  as  haviug  them  tno  low  ; 
and  thuB,  as  he  had  said,  the  equilibrium 
would  be  destroyed.  He  would  not  enter 
into  the  question  how  far  it  was  competent 
to  their  Lordships  to  make  ameudmenta 
in  the  bill,  but,  on  the  principle  he  bad 
mentioned,  he  would  resist  the  motion. 

Earl  Slanhope  did  not  rest  bis  motion 
on  the  fact,  tliat  the  averages  in  London 
were  sometimes  higher  than  those  of  coun- 
try towns,  but  on  this,  that  carriage  and 
nther  high  charges  must  be  paid  in  Lon- 
don, which  were  not  known  in  the  country, 
and  that  these  tended  to  raise  the  average 
above  its  &ir  level.  With  respect  to  the 
sliding- scale,  he  would  only  say,  that  no 
explanation,  at  least  no  satisfactory  expla- 
nation had  been  given  of  it. 

Clauses  12  and  13  were  agreed  to. 

On  claase  17  (dealers  in  corn  to  make 
returns  to  com  inspecton), 

Lord  Beavmont  said,  he  would  move 
the  omiiaion  of  the  clause,  as  there  was 
nothing  in  [be  clanse,  nor  was  anything 
laid  in  it,  to  show  that  it  would  have  the 
effect  of  preventing  those  frauds,  which 
(as  seemed  to  be  admitted  on  all  hands) 
had  been  committed  in  making  the  aver- 
ages, and  the  means  of  repealing  which 
wonid  be  continued  by  ihe  bill  as  it  now 
stood.  Should  their  Lordships  adopt  his 
motion  for  ibe  omission  of  the  clause,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  make  a  very  consi- 
derable alteration  in  clause  25  (inspectors 
and  supervisor*  to  make  returns  which 
were  to  be  sent  to  the  controller  weekly). 
He  would  propose  that  the  returns  should 
be  made  by  the  growers,  and  not  by  the 
dealers  or  factors.  The  groner'*  account 
of  his  sales  would  be  likely  to  be  correct, 
he  could  have  no  motive  to  make  a  false 
return;  but  could  the  same  reliance  be 
placed  on  the  dealer  or  factor  t  But,  sup- 
posing the  factor  gave  a  return  of  all  his 
dealings,  could  that  give  an  average  on 
which  implicit  reliance  could  be  made? 
He  thought  not.  Factors  were  known  to 
buy  corn  in  one  market  and  sell  it  in 
another,  and  thus  it  might  pass  in  sale 
from  ooe  factor  to  another  and  another, 
each  dealing  representing  a  purchase  of 
com,  though  no  actual  delivery  of  the 
tviginal  purchase  might  have  taken  place. 
From  these  means  of  fraud  the  present 
plan  would  be  free,  if  ibe  averages  were 
taken  from  the  growers,  and  from  them 
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only.  The  Government  had  now  adopted 
a  sliding'scale.  The  only  objection  to 
that  scale  was,  that  it  would  lead  to  frauds 
through  the  mode  of  taking  the  averages. 
Let  that  be  altered  as  he  had  said,  and  the 
great  objection  to  the  sliding-scale  would 
fall  to  the  ground. 

The  Earl  of  Ripon  said,  there  might 
appear  at  first  sight  some  reason  why  the 
growers  of  corn  should  join  in  making 
out  the  returns;  but  the  proposition  was 
liable  to  this  fundamental  objection — that 
it  would  be  necessary,  if  the  growers  of 
corn  joined  in  the  returns,  to  compel  them 
to  make  the  returns,  and  not  to  leave  the 
matter  to  their  discretion,  A  penalty 
must,  therefore,  be  imposed  to  compel  the 
farmers  to  make  the  returns,  and  he 
thought  Ihe  farmers  would  feel  little  ob- 
liged to  Ihe  Legislature  if  such  a  provision 
were  enacted,  He  objected  to  the  motion 
of  the  noble  Lord. 

The  Duke  of  Buclciiigluun  thought  the 
farmers  would  not  object  to  the  imposition 
of  a  penalty,  in  order  that  all  improper 
practices  with  respect  to  the  returns  might 
be  prevented. 

The  Earl  of  fVitichihea  was  of  opinion, 
that  the  imposition  of  a  penalty  would 
give  rise  to  great  abuses,  and  be  objec- 
tionable  to  the  great  body  of  the  growers 
of  corn. 

The  Duke  of  Cleveland  believed,  that 
the  farmers  would  feel  no  ot^eclions  to  the 
imposition  of  a  penalty  to  render  it  in- 
cumbent on  them  to  make  returns,  so 
soon  as  they  were  aware  that  this  provi- 
sion was  intended  for  their  own  good. 

Earl  Slatihope  supported  the  amend- 
ment. 

Lord  Beauvtont  believed,  that  the  farm- 
ers desired  this  provision. 

The  Earl  of  Rqxm  had  conversed  with 
farmers,  who  stated  to  him  that  such  a 
provision  would  be  most  inconvenient. 

The  Earl  of  itfa/mesiur^  said,  that  he 
knew  that  many  farmers  in  Hampshire 
had  suggested  the  very  propcsnion,  that 
the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Beaumoni)  had  sub- 
milted  to  their  Lordships. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
that  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill. 
Contents  80;  Not-ContenU  I2;-Ma- 
jority  6S. 

Lord  Beaumoni  said,  that  in  conse- 
qnence  of  this  division,  he  should  ab- 
stain from  moving  the  amendment  on 
the  2.5ih  clanse  of  which  he  had  before 
'f°'""i(3  Dgitizedby 
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Remaining  daum  agreed  to. 

Od  the  Table  of  daties,  in  the  Khedaln 
telating  to  wheat. 

Earl  Stanhope  moved  u  an  amendment, 
that, 

■'  WbencTCr  the  aTerage  price  of  wheal) 
made  up  sad  published  in  the  nanoer  re- 
quired by  law,  shall  be,  for  CTery  quarter,' 
12*.  and  under  73*.,  the  duty  aball  be  for 
erery  quarter  Id.,  bat  that  no  com  riiall  be 
inpoited  under  that  price." 

The  Earl  of  iiipon  said,  that  their  Lord- 
aliips  had  agreed  to  the  secood  reading  of 
tbe  bin,  but  if  the;  decided  to  adopt  thia 
alteration,  it  was  plain  that  the  bill  could 
not  pau,  and  to  discuss  the  question, 
would  be  only  repeating  the  foraer  dis- 
cnaaion.  He,  therefore,  earnestly  hoped 
that  they  would  not  concar  in  tbe  amend- 
ment. 

AmendmeDt  negatived. 

Earl  Stanhope  then  objected  to  the 
duties  on  barley  and  oats,  and  moved  that 
the  former  scales  in  respect  to  barley  and 
oats  be  restored.  The  nobla  Earl  Teferied 
to  the  definition  given  by  Dr.  Johnson  of 
"  oats,"  that  they  vere  the  food  of  horses 
in  England,  and  men  in  Scotland. 

Tbe  Earl  of  Wictloro  aaid,  the  amend- 
ment  abonld  have  bis  sapporl,  but  that,  if 
it  were  adopted,  it  wouM  be  fatal  to  the 
biU. 

Tbe  Eail  of  Hardwide  thought  the 
protection  pvta  to  barley  was  in  fair  pro- 
portion to  tnat  given  to  wheat.  Under  tbe 
new  scale,  barley  at  30*.  paid  8s. ;  and  on 
the  old  scale,  15s.  Now,  if  barley  was 
on  tbe  continent  19s.  6d.,  wbich  was  the 
price  when  there  was  any  demand  (or  it, 
otherwise  it  fell,  it  followed  ibst,  eddrag 
duty,  8i.,  to  tbe  foreign  price,  19s.  Gd., 
and  charges,  4i.,  the  price  of  fortrign  bar- 
ley here  would  be  31c.  6d.,  bemg  a  loss 
to  the  importer  of  Is.  6d.  So,  when  the 
average  price  here  was  31s.,  tbe  duty 
being  7*.  +  19s.  6d.  +  4s.  =  30s.  6rf, ; 
loss  to  the  importer  6d.  At  33s.  there 
would  be  a  gain  of  2s.  6d.,  so  that  there 
was  protection  up  to  31s.  by  tbe  new  bill. 
What  was  tbe  protection  under  the  old 
law  T  At  31s.  the  loss  to  the  importer 
would  be  7s.  \0d. ;  at  32s.,  4t.  8d. ;  at 
33s.,  3s.  lOd. :  at  34s.,  4d. ;  and  at  35s. 
there  would  be  a  gain  of  2s.  2d.  Consi- 
dering that  the  consuniption  of  barley  in 
England  was  17,000,000  quarters  a  year, 
and  that  the  foreign  import  was  only 
852,566  qaarters,  there  could  be  no  ne- 
cessity far  a  higher  protection. 


BOO 

The  Marquess  of  Clanricarde  maintuBed 
that  tbe  proposed  scale  would  dimimah  tbe 
proportionateaiiioantoftbe  protective  dutiei 
on  bailey  uid  cttts  as  compared  to  wheat. 
lliere  was  a  diminution  on  tbe  amoont  cf 
protection  to  the  fiirmer  speciea  of  grain  of 
2s.  as  compared  with  wLeat;  and  why  was 
this  difference  made  f  He  Aonid  support 
die  motion  of  his  noble  Friend,  as  be  Mt 
th&t  no  reason  had  been  given  fin-  the 
decreased  protection  to  oata.  This  de^ 
creaae,  ai  regarded  Ireland,  woald  prove  a 
positive  and  actual  evU,  and  he  ahould  he 
delighted  to  find  that,  in  conoection  with 
this  qoeslion,  when  tbe  qiirit  duty  as 
regarded  Irdand  ahould  come  befcre  dteir 
Lordships  for  discufinon,  that  her  M^esty's 
Goremment  would  have  made  up  tbeir 
mindB  for  a  withdrawal  oT  their  proposi- 
tion ;  because,  if  they  inaesBed  Um  du^ 
an  spirits,  and  oonjnncrively  with  that 
meaaufe,  redooed  tbe  duty  i»  and  tbe 
nrioe  of  oata,  the  reaolt  woold  be  that  of 
holding  out  a  great  temptstion  to  illicit 
diatillalMa,  which  he  fearad  that  all  the 
ationg  temperance  feelton  now  happily 
prevalent  in  Ireland  would  not  foe  able  to 
cheek.  He  feared,  that  the  only  reMOo 
for  the  Gompantirely  great  dimiiuitKM  of 
duty  on  oato  waa,  that  tbe  preMiin  expe- 
rienced by  Government  from  oat  growers 
was  not  ao  strong  as  that  put  in  tone 

Saiost  tfaeBB  by  the  growers  of  wheat.  If 
e  £>nne>r  had  the  power  and  the  influenoe 
of  tbe  latter,  peiii^  oats  WMild  have 
received  as  great  a  degree  of  pntection  as 
wheat  He  saw  no  reason  for  the  pK^iosed 
greater  diminution  of  duty  on  oata  in 
compariaon  with  that  on  wheat;  but  he 
had  heard  a  reaaon  stated— Jie  had  heard 
a  reason  which  passed  current  in  society- 
be  did  not  luiow  whether  it  was  tme  or 
not — he  did  not  absolutely  believe  it;  bat 
be  did  not  absolutely  disbdieve  it ;  but  he 
stated  it  now  as  the  <»ly  reason  be  hadheard 
for  the  extent  ot  the  proposed  change  in 
the  duty  on  oats.  It  was  this :  that  when 
the  tables  before  the  House  relative  to  the 
admisBioo  duties  on  grUn  were  originally 
calculated,  there  existed  an  intention  that 
tbe  maximum  duty  on  wheat  ahould  be 
16s-  instead  of  20s.  Then,  however,  came 
coDsiderarions  of  conseqaences— eonaider- 
ations  as  to  bow  tbe  proposed  duties  were 
likely  to  be  received  by  the  agricnltoriats. 
Divisions  and  differences  fbllrnred,  until  at 
length  it  was  agreed  to  raise  the  tnadrntm 
duty  to  20s.  It  was,  however,  aa  r^arded 
bsriey  and  oats,  forgotten  that  the  scale 
for  wheat  was  to  be  oOratructed  on  tUf„  i 
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■aw  principle ;  ftod  iCGOidisglf  the  suae 
tale  was  leried  on  these  species  of  gnin  n 
that  which  had  been  orieinally  iatanded  to 
amtly  to  alL  He  would  not  sar,  that  he 
beu«red  thesa  leporta;  but  reailf  be  iiid 
beard  tliat  no  better  reuoa  had  been  given, 
aad  ■■  regankd  Ireland,  be  believed,  that 
tbe  lowerinK  of  duty  on  oats,  as  pro- 
posed, would  prove  a  very  great  evil.  All 
rho  knew  the  nature  of  Irish  agrjcul- 
lure,  knew  that  the  best  cro^  which  would 
be  taken  out  of  newly'drained  laod,  was 
ths  second  or  third  crop  of  oats,  and  the 
propoaed  measure  tvould  tend  to  induce  the 
afaandonment  of  the  culture  of  oats  for  that 
of  other  grain.  If  a  change  was  ta  be 
made  at  sJl  in  the  scale,  it  ought,  as  re- 
garded Ireland,  to  have  been  rather  in 
uvour  of  oats,  and  not  of  tvheat ,-  and  he 
repeated^  that  he  had  heard  no  sufficient 
reason  for  the  proposed  change. 

The  Earl  of  Rijjon  was  quite  ready  to 
admit  the  ingenuity  of  the  reason  just 
Stated,  as  to  tbe  origin  of  the  mode  in 
whidi  oats  had  been  treated  in  tbe  measure 
before  the  House,  and  wbicb  had  been 
given  as  the  one  generally  believed.  [The 
Uarqness  of  Clanruarde.-  Reported,  not 
bdieTed.')  Believed  or  reported,  it  did 
not  much  signiN :  it  was  a  mere  fiction. 
liie  report  alluded  to  might  do  very  well 
to  talk  of  in  clube,  but  as  he  couM  assure 
tbe  Honse  that  it  had  no  fbondation  wbau 
«nr,  be  tmited,  that  the  mind  of  bis 
BoUe  Friend  oppMtt  would  be  relieved 
fram  tbe  tuspicums  which  aeemed  to  have 
prsti  upon  iL  He  would,  however,  take 
the  oMMrtnottf  of  saying  a  few  worAa  as 
icgirded  tbe  proposed  scale  of  duties  on 
eats.  He  thought  there  were  no  grounds 
lor  stating  that  due  attention  had  not  been 
paid  to  Ae  iatcRata  of  the  grower.  It 
was  proposed  to  reduce  tbe  daties  on  all 
grata  ia  the  aaaw  propotion  a*  they  bore 
t«  each  other  undmr  tbe  existing  lews. 
He  did  net  meaa  that  tbe  proportion  was 
identical  la  a  ftactioD,  becanse  it  was  im- 
poaaible  to  aiabe  it  precisely  correct  down 
ts  «ery  email  amoanta:  but,  generally 
■wafciag.  the  reductioB  bad  taken  plaee  in 
taa  aaae  proportion.  But  the  real  ques- 
tisB  wa*— ia  the  propoaed  duty  a  sufficient 
pnitection,  n-  is  it  not?  He  contended 
tbatitwat  The  average  price,  according 
(•  tbe  reluna  oo  tbe  Table  at  tbe  House 
of  oats  on  tbe  Continent,  was  14*.  l^d. 
If  to  that  amount  tbe  charges  for  freight 
and  other  ezpeaaes  were  added,  these  would 
bring  the  uaount  to  J  7(.  6£C,  or  tbereabouta. 
^9*1  »t  preent  the  prw  vf  o*ta  in  this 
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country  was  between  19*.  and  20s.  The 
duty  proposed  for  that  price  was  7t.  So, 
if  they  added  to  tbe  17i.  6(f.,  as  the  price 
of  foraieti  oora  impottnd  into  this  oountry, 
7r.  for  duty,  it  was  obvious  that  the  con- 
tinental grower  would  be  uodenold  in  the 
English  market.  Again,  tbe  avemge  price 
of  oats  for  the  last  thirteen  years  was 
22«.  lOdL  During  that  period  a  certain 
quantity  of  foreign  grmn  was  imported. 
The  dnty  under  the  pioposed  bill,  sup- 
posing the  average  price  to  be  23«.  lOd., 
would  amount  to  6i^  If,  therefore,  the 
nelt  price  of  oats  brought  into  this  country 
was  17<.,  and  the  duty  of  €«.  were  to  be 
added,  the  amount  would  be  23f.  being  Sdl 
more  than  the  averse  price  of  the  whole 
last  thirteen  years.  Under  these  drcum- 
etaaoea,  then,  he  argned  that  the  protec- 
tion would  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  the  grower.  This  protection 
of  St.  when  tbe  prices  amountea  to  32j., 
was,  he  might  add,  tbe  very  same  pro- 
tection pn^osed  in  Ur.  Canning's  bill 
of  1827. 

Tbe  committee  divided  on  the  question 
that  the  rales  of  duty  proposed  in  the  bill, 
Btand.—Comente  50;  Not-Contmta  7: 
Majority  43. 

Schedule  agreed  to. 

Tbe  Earl  of  MoanfauAei  propoaed  the 
addition  to  the  schedule  naming  the  towns 
wfaoaca  tbe  avtimgea  are  to  be  colhcted  of 
a  certain  number  of  towns  in  Ireland. 

Tbe  Earl  of  AtpoN  ofaaerved  that  the 
prapoaal  was  one,  which,  by  lowering  the 
averages,  must  afiect  the  duty.  There 
were  some  towns  mentioned  in  the  amend- 
ments that  be  believed  hsd  never  been 
heard  of  by  their  Lordships  before. 

Earl  Stanhope  supported  the  mo- 
lion,  and  propoaed  as  a  preliminary 
amendment,  that  the  following  towns  be 
excluded  from  tbe  schedule,  viz.,  Liver- 

Kol,  Manchester,  Birmingham,  Bristol, 
ndon,  York,  L^eds,  ShsfReld,  and  Hull. 

The  Earl  of  Wicklow  opposed  the 
amendment.   It  would  lower  the  averagse. 

The  amendment  of  Earl  Stanhope  was 
withdrawn,  and  the  committee  divided 
on  the  question  that  the  names  of  the 
towns  proposed  by  the  Earl  of  Mount- 
CBshel  he  iniertea  : — Contents  3 ;  Not' 
Contents  29 :  Majority  26. 

House  resumed. 

Bill  reported,  without  amendment.  To 
be  read  a  third  lime  tbe  following  day. 

House  adjourned. 
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Ifrwich  Electiok.  Mr,  Lucnn,] 
Mr.  ff'ajon  iDOved  the  Order  of  the 
Day  for  the  conitderation  of  the  petition 
which  he  had  presented  on  the  previous 
night  from  Obadiah  Barwick,  who  had 
been  comioitted  to  Newgate  for  prevnri- 
catioD  in  giving  evidence  iMfore  the  Ijis- 
wich  Election  Committee.  The  hun. 
Member  itated,  that  for  a  coDiiderable 

Eeriod,  the  petitioner,  who  wa>  an  inn- 
eeper  in  Ipivich,  had  been  in  a  *ery 
distreued  itate  of  mind  from  *ariou*  cir- 
cumstanceB,  and  latterly  from  the  dangei- 
oui  illoeu  of  his  wife.  It  was  entirety 
owing  to  that  cause  that  he  had  appeared 
(o  prevaricate  in  his  evidence;  and  he 
now  prayed  to  be  again  examined  before 
the  committee,  and  that  if  his  examination 
were  sBtiifactory  he  might  be  discharged 
from  custody.  A\]  that  he  now  wished  the 
House  to  do  with  regard  to  (his  peiiiioD 
was  to  refer  it  to  the  committee,  so  thai 


this  nnforianate  man  might  be  Igaiii 
examined,  and  be  released  if  he  de- 
served it. 

Mr.  PakmgtmtM,  that  being  Chaimian 
of  the  Ipswich  Election  Committee,  it  de- 
volved upon  him  to  state  to  the  House  what 
were  the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
committal  of  the  petitioner  ;  but,  before  be 
did  so,  he  trusted  be  might  be  allowed  lo 
Made  to  a  circumstance  which  he  should 
not  have  noticed  had  he  not  been  called 
upon  by  other  causes  to  address  iha 
House.  Wbut  he  alluded  lo  was  a  letter 
signed  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Ipswich, 
which  appeared  in  the  Momixg  CkronicU 
oftbat  day,  and  he  merely  referred  to  it 
for  the  purpose  of  stating  his  surprise  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman,  having  spoken  to  him 
in  the  Library  of  the  House,  and  induced 
him  to  carry  on  a  brief  conversation, 
should  hnve  published  it  in  a  morning 
paper  without  giving  him  the  slightest 
notice  of  his  intention  to  do  so.  He  had 
only  further  to  add,  that  as  the  letter 
purported  lo  give  the  substance  of  that 
conversation,  he  denied  the  accuracy 
of  that  report.  With  regard  to  the  peti- 
tion of  Mr.  Lucas,  the  prayer  of  it 
was  two  fold :— first,  he  prayed  to  bs 
heard  again  before  the  committee ;  and, 
-rno  secondly,  that  he  might  be  discharged 
""  "^  from  custody,  alleging  as  a  reasou  the  bad 
health  of  his  wife,  and  other  circumstancca 
to  which  it  was  not  necessary  to  allude. 
Now,  he  bad  consulted  the  committee 
upon  the  subject)  and  their  uoanimont 
opinion  was,  that  they  could  not  think, 
under  the  circumstances,  of  again  esamin- 
ngthe  petitioner;  and  that,  lookingto the 
lalure  of  the  whole  case,  no  value  could  be 
attached  by  either  side  to  any  evidence  he 
might  give.  As  to  any  general  claims 
which  the  petitioner  might  have  to  be  dis- 
charged, the  majority  of  the  committee 
who  decided  on  his  commitment  said,  that 
their  opinion  of  him  remained  entirely  un- 
changed. They  bad  been  placed  iu  most 
difficult  circumstances.  The  petitiooera 
sought  to  prove  their  case  by  evidence  in 
a  very  large  degree  consisting  ofpartisans 
of  the  opposite  interest.  The  cooaeqaence 
was,  that  they  had  had  very  reluctant  tes- 
timony, and  as  to  many  of  the  witnessea 
who  were  examined,  he  was  sorry  (o  say 
that  they  had  had  such  prevarication, 
surh  unwillingness  to  give  evidence,  and 
Rppnrent  perjury,  that  they  most  carefully 
cautioned  them  how  they  gave  their  evi- 
dence,and  told  them  that  if  snch  evidence ,, 
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wen  periev^ied  in,  ihecommitlee  would  be 
obliged  to  TMon  to  the  pxercise  of  the 
powers  that  were  Tested  in  them.  Now, 
the  petitioner  had  been  guilty  ofprevarJCB- 
tion,he  wu  afraid  hemust  say  of  perjury; 
and  the  committee  considered  that  the  case 
was  worse  from  bis  coinparatitrely  increased 
les  pec  I  ability,  and  from  bis  not  being  one 
of  those  unhappy  men  who  were  brought 
berore  the  committee  to  give  evidence  as 
to  their  own  corruption.  They  considered 
that  when  such  a  person  as  Mr.  Lucas, 
a  respectable  innkeeper,  not  himself  at  aH 
charged  with  having  been  corrupted,  but 
distinctly  charged  with  being  cognizant  of 
and  aiding  in  the  corruption  of  others, 
was  found  guilty  of  direct  self-contradic- 
tions in  certainly  three,  and  he  believed 
four  instances,  con6rmed  by  the  testimony 
of  other  witnesses,  and  when,  as  far  as 
they  could  judge  from  the  motives  of 
other  human  beings,  they  could  attribute 
it  to  nothing  but  intentional  and  wilful 
falsehood,  they  were  bound  to  adopt  the 
coarse  they  had  taken.  The  opinion  of 
the  committee  as  to  the  nature  of  that 
evidence  remained  what  it  was,  and  they 
could  not  recommend  to  the  House  any 
merciful  consideration  of  this  case.  But  the 
petitioner  had  prayed  for  his  discharge  on 
different  grounds— namely,  the  dangerous 
illness  ofhis  wife,  and  his  mind  having  been 
greatly  distressed  by  other  caasei.  With 
respect  to  that  point  be  was  desired  by  the 
committee  to  state  that  they  did  not  think 
it  became  them  to  interfere  with  what 
■eemed  to  belong  to  the  judgment  and  dis- 
cretion of  that  House,  and  they  left  it  there- 
fore to  the  House  exclusively  to  decide 
whether  the  circumstances  were  such  as  to 
give  a  just  claim  to  their  humanity.  With 
respect  to  the  jurisdiction  of  controverled 
elections  now  possessed  by  the  House,  he 
should  be  slow  to  recommend  the  House 
to  part  with  iL  Some  hon.  Members  bad 
already  staled  their  opinion,  that  the  pre- 
■ent  law  bad  proved  a  failure ;  but,  in  bis 
bumble  opinion,  that  judgment  was  pre- 
mature ;  and  as  this  was  the  first  general 
election  under  the  new  law,  no  one  could 
■sy,  that  tbe  law  had  failed  or  succeeded 
until  the  present  Session  was  over.  Com- 
mittees tbat  were  appointed  to  try  electior 
petitions  were  called  upon  to  look  with 
peculiar  jealousy  at  the  evidence  adduced 
bef  ire  tbem  ;  there  was  great  temptation 
to  prevarication  and  falsehood,  and  the 
House  of  Commons  were  bound  to  eier- 
ciM  those  powers  irbtcb  tbe  law  gave 


them  for  the  punishment  of  such  cases; 
and  it  was  upon  tbat  principle  the  com- 
mittee had  acted  in  the  present  case, 

Mr.  fVason  said,  tbat  after  the  decided 
opinion  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  expressed 
a«  being  that  of  the  committee,  it  was  not 
his  wish  nor  did  he  think  it  would  be 
proper,  to  press  this  motion  upon  the 
attention  of  the  House.  The  committee 
must,  under  all  tbe  circumstances,  be  the 
beat  judges  whether  this  man  ought  to  be 
examined  before  them  again,  and  be, 
therefore,  thought  he  should  Lest  consult 
the  feelings  of  the  House  if  he  merely 
moved  that  the  petition  lie  on  the  Table. 

Original  motion  withdrawn.  Mr.  Lucas*s 
and  two  other  petitions  on  tbe  same 
subject  to  be  printed 

New  Zealand.]  Lord  Stanley  was 
accidentally  absent  on  the  previous  night 
when  the  Order  of  the  Day  was  read  for 
going  into  committee  on  this  bill,  and  he 
should  now  propose  to  postpone  it  until 
Thursday  next,  if  it  could  be  then  brought 
□n.  As  there  could  be  but  one  object  in 
passing  thig  bill,  he  should  be  personally 
obliged  to  any  hon.  Members  who  might 
have  any  objections  to  it  in  its  present 
sliape  to  state  them  to  him  out  of  the 
House,  go  that  all  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
ils  passing  might  be  prevented. 

Mr.  Mangles,  seeing  the  noble  Lord 
the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  in  his  place, 
begged  to  ask  hira  whether  be  had  used 
the  language  attributed  to  him  in  tbe 
Morning  Herald  of  yesterday?  It  was 
as  follows : — 

"  With  respect  to  the  colon;  of  New  Zea- 
land, he  could  not  speak  with  tbe  same  confi- 
deoce  in  point  of  iarorniatioij,  because  he  had 
not  the  lams  means  of  jud^ng  with  respect  to 
the  demand  for  labour  in  that  colony :  but 
10,000or  12,000  persons  had  emigrated  thitlier, 
and  as  there  were  some  funds  slill  app1ic:il>le 
to  other  purposes  in  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment, New  Zealand,  of  all  the  Australian 
colonies,  offered  for  (he  moment  the  most  d- 
vcurable  prospects  to  emigrants.  He  did  not 
speak  of  the  permanent  prospects,  nor  did  he 
■peak  of  the  New  Zealand  Company's  settle- 
ments, or  offer  any  opinion  as  to  the  stability 
of  that  colony,  for  he  had  teosoa  to  believe  in 
this  place  mat  the  emigration  had  already 
overtaken  tbe  wants  of  the  coloDists,  as  far  ai 
human  labour  was  concerned,  for  the  rate  of 
wages  there  was  very  low,  and  many  of  the 
unemployed  labouring  cliHei  were  supported 
by  the  contributions  of  private  benevolence  i" 

Lord  Stanley  bad  no  hesitation  in  say- 
I  ing,  that  what  had  fallen  from  bim  had 
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been  miuDdmtood ;  tbe  paragraph  nhich 
had  been  read  bj  tbe  hon.  Member  mm 
eotirely  wrong,  and  uiirepreieoted  whnt 
be  had  said.  What  he  said  was,  thai 
with  retpect  to  Ne«  Zealiod  he  ccwld  not 
speak  with  the  same  confidence ;  but  that 
in  ihe  Gofernment  setLlemeDt  of  Auck> 
laad  there  wai  a  consideiable  demand  far 
laiwur.  He  bad  alto  itated,  that  theie 
was  atill  the  sum  of  1,2001,  in  tbe  bkodi 
nf  Govenimeiitji  applicable  to  ibe  eocou- 
ragetnent  of  emigralioo  to  that  colony. 
With  respect  to  New  Zealand,  be  aaid, 
the  company  were  bettei  able  to  judge  of 
ihe  proportion  which  capital  ought  to  bear 
to  labour ;  but  be  did  tay,  that  he  beltered 
that  at  Port  Nicholson,  to  a  ceitaiu  extent, 
wages  had  fallen  and  a  number  of  persons 
were  employed  on  the  public  works. 

Rbfobm  IN  THE  Rbpresektition.]  Mr. 
S.  Crawford  said.  Sir,  I  rise  to  bring  be- 
fore tbe  House  tbe  resolutioD  of  which  I 
have  given  notice.  I  acknowledge  the  dis. 
propnrtiofl  of  the  powers  of  the  advocate 
to  the  importance  of  the  cause;  but,  al- 
though such  may  be  the  case,  I  fuel  that  I 
am  entitled  tg  claim  the  attention  of  the 
House  from  respect  to  the  demands  of  a 
Kreat  bodv  of  the  people  whose  cause  I  have 
been  on  tliis  occasion  called  upon  to  advo- 
cate. 1  trust,  then,  that  ereo  those  Mem- 
bers who  may  not  be  dispoeed  to  agree  to  my 
pnqnsitionwill  at  least  give  mea  patient  and 
uninterrupted  hearing ;  and  that  if  the  mi>> 
tion  should  be  rejected  by  a  majority  of  this 
House,  which  I  trust  may  not  be  tbe  case, 
Ibe  people  will  not  have  the  additional 
ground  of  mortification  aod  complaint,  that 
Ibeir  prayers  have  been  treated  with  disre- 
spect. My  motion  is,  in  the  fiist  place,  to 
call  the  attention  <^  the  House  to  various 
petitions  which  have  been  presented,  pray- 
ing for  the  reforms  specified  in  the  resolu- 
tion ;  but  I  am  not  enabled  to  quote  many 
of  these  petitions,  because  they  do  not  ap- 
jwar  in  any  shape  in  the  printed  repotts, 
or  in  the  supplements  to  thcae  reports; 
and  for  this  reaaoB,  that  tbe  prayer  with 
reference  to  these  refbrass  was  in  many 
cases  inserted  at  the  end  of  Anti-Com-law 
petitions,  and  are  conwquently  classed  In 
your  reports  under  that  head,  and  there- 
fore no  notice  is  taken  of  that  portion  of 
them.  From  this  cauae  theee  reports 
afford  no  true  indication  of  «the  amount  of 
petitions  or  the  number  of  petitioners  for 
the  lefonn  of  the  representation.  I  shall 
quote  an  example.  In  the  appendix  to  the 
6tb  report,  No.  123,  we  find  a  petition  pre- 
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sectcd  by  the  hon.  Hembei  for  Bradfnra, 
agreed  to  at  a  puUic  meetbg  in  tbe  Ofca 
air,  and  attended  by  at  least  10,000  per- 
sons, and  signed  by  one  of  the  chief  con- 
stables of  Bradford,  as  cbairsaao,  on  behalf 
of  the  meeting.  This  petition  prays  first 
fur  a  repralof  the  Corn-laws, butsieoaadly. 
prays  for  the  various  reforms  stated  ia  mj 
resolution.  Now,  this  petition  appears  in 
youi  report  as  simply  a  petition  against 
the  Cora-laws  with  one  signature,  and  tu 
notice  taken  oF  the  latter  prater,  tbe  r^ 
cord  of  which  would  not  exist  if  it  had  nut 
happened,  that  this  is  one  of  the  petitioM 
selected  for  publication  in  the  app^dix. 
There  are  a  variety  of  petitiiKiB  containing 
tbe  same  prayer,  lif  which  no  record  cxiaU 
in  any  form.  But  the  petition  to  which  I 
desire  more  particularly  to  draw  youi  at- 
tention is  tbat  which  I  presentedl  last 
week,  signed  by  Mr.  J.  Sturge.  as  chair, 
man  of  a  meeting  of  delegates  of  the  mid- 
dle and  working  classes  field  at  Birming- 
ham on  ihe  4th  of  April  and  the  succeeding 
days.  At  this  conference  there  were  in 
attendance  eighty  -  seven  delegates  ap- 
miuted  from  fifty-one  towns  of  Great 
Britain.  Those  delegates  were  a  Mi  re- 
presentation of  these  two  classes,  and  they 
unanimously  concurred  tn  petitioning  1^- 
liaraeot  for  the  points  of  reform  stated  in 
the  resolutimi,  and  I  have  the  honour  to 
appear  before  you  this  day  as  the  messen- 
ger of  their  prayer.  Before  I  proceed  to 
the  speeiGc  points  of  tbe  pe^itIOD,  1  wish 
first  to  show  that  the  Ref(»in  Act  has 
totally  tailed  in  remedying- the  abuses  of 
the  representative  system.  It  will  be  said, 
that  the  people  got  what  they  then  de- 
manded, and  are  never  to  be  satisfied. 
Truly,  they  did  get  what  was  then  de- 
manded; but  new  modes  have  been  since 
found  of  )>erpetuaiiDg  the  abuses  in  other 
forms  which  that  act  was  intended  to  have 
remedied.  The  objects  proposed  to  be  ac- 
complished, as  stated  in  the  speech  of  the 
noble  Lord,  now  tbe  Member  fi>r  LomIow, 
in  March,  1830,  were,  first,  to  abolish 
nomination  by  indiriduals;  aeeond,  elec- 
tion by  dose  corpwations  )  third,  the  tx- 
pense  of  elections.  Yet  these  evils  have 
still  to  a  great  extent  a  practical  existeucn. 
On  a  careful  review  of  the  list  af  the 
House  of  Commons,  I  have  fonnd  tb^'  s 
there  are  not  less  tiian  semBty&ve.'^y^ 
rou^  retoming  107  Members,  !■  W'O'Jui 
the  influence  of  a  patron  is  irreeisti"'']^ 
pammoiiat.  The  county  Memhera  of  B"?  _ 


ue,  with  iuadlj  aaj  eioeptieB^  ntoi^^ 
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\ij  the  influence  of  tbe  landed  tiisboaacj . 
and  about  oa»-ludf  of  the  Irub  county  re- 


Htaentatira,  anouating  to  tlurty-tiro 
Mtmibtn,  an  returned  by  a  like  iaflneDCC ; 
and  to  this  May  be  added  at  least  ihy 
Henbeis  dectea  bf  means  of  bribery  and 
other  undue  inflneoGes.  The  list  would 
stand  thua:— 
Uembara  alected   bj   the  ininmce  of 

pMrom  in  borousM  .107 

"     "lenof  Eagtand,  WalM,  and 
tiaclcd  by  tba  inbuncc  of 

ihaariMMH^ 194 

HalCofthelTuhconnljMeaibets  .        .    32 
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I  (hall  not  attempt  to  campute  how 
tnanj  are  ictnmed  by  bribery  and  other 
undue  inflnenccs,  but  it  nay 
finned,  that  conaadcraUy  more  tban  half 
the  Manbera  of  tbe  Housa  of  Commona 
hare  been  returned  by  otUer  means 
the  free  *otea  of  tbe  people^  I  ask, 
not  this  rei|Bire  a  remedy  ?  But  if  further 
corroboratioaof  this  statement  be  required, 
it  «ill  be  fiMud  in  the  fact,  that  there  are 
in  thia  Parliament  144  bcotfaefs  and  eooa 
of  Peers,  and  MDety-aerea  Baroaela  and 
Kni^^  and  their  sooa.  Thna,  whilst 
wiinatioB  by  individuals,  aad  by  abso- 
hitclf  doH  cotporatiooa  baa  been  abolished 
in  name,  neverthelcaa  the  practice  is  re- 
tained 1^  indirect  means,  and  Members 
are  atitl  elected  by  the  influence  of  indivi- 
duafa  and  diearcnical  combination  through 
the  meann  of  undue  and  corrupt  iufluence. 
And  with  regard  to  the  expenaes  «f  ejec- 
tion, which  tbe  arrangemeuta  of  the  Reienn 
Bill  were  intended  to  reduce— have  these 
expensea  been  really  reduced  ?  No  ;  the 
very  raverse  has  been  the  case.  They  have 
been  increased  with  a  view  of  perpetuating 
the  evfl  practices  which  I  have  aeicribetL 
Brlboyhaa  i 


to  an  enormous  ex- 


bavc  late  untaaoea  of  this  i: 


AI- 


hnry,  Biidport,  Cambridse,  and  St. 
han's.  Thua  it  is  maoiJeat,  that  if  the 
■sdoD  be  diaaatia&ed  with  the  working  of 
tbe  Reform  Act,  the  cnnplaint  has  not  been 
made  without  just  cause.  But  what  were 
tbe  practical  resuits  which  were  k»  be 
pedad  from  a  reformed  Parliament,  and  a 
leforminc  Ministry?  Peace,  retrench- 
moit,  ai^  further  rsfwms  were  promised. 
Can  any  lover  of  peace  say,  that  the  two 
waca  we  are  now  enpged  in,  are  wars  such 
aa  are  justifiable  in  their  objects  or  their 
«imn— «re  warn  'audi  aa  a  Parliament 
mBf  rej^aHntiug  the  people  could  have 
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countenanced?  Can  any  true  lover  of 
liberty  say,  that  they  are  juat  and  neces- 
sary wan?  Can  any  true  lover  of  liber^ 
say,  that  the  measures  adopted  towanb 
Canada,  which  excited  that  colony  to  re- 
bellion, and  now  requires  so  large  a  force 
to  keq>  her  in  aub_^ectioo,  were  in  acovd- 
aocB  with  the  pnaciples  of  freedom,  or 
were  justifiaUe  acts  of  a  Parliament  pro- 
fessing to  represent  tbe  pet^e  of  En^and  ? 
Can  any  one  believe,  tnat  if  the  voice  of 
the  people  had  been  truly  declared  through 
the  medium  of  their  repreaentatires  any 
one  of  those  wars  could  have  occurred  ? 
Has  Dot  a  lavish  expenditure  of  tbe  peo- 
ple's money  been  practised  in  such  wars  aa 
these  and  various  other  ways  ?  and  have 
Dot  all  the  birther  reforms  been  denied, 
the  hopes  of  which  were  held  out  at  the 
tune  IBB  Reform  Act  was  passed  ?  The 
finality  (^  that  measure  has  been  declared 
by  those  whom  the  people  had  before 
looked  to  as  the  champions  of  their  rights. 
The  people  complained,  that  they  were 
deprived  of  the  power  of  giriug  a  free  vole 
by  undue  influences.  The  Ballot  was  asked 
ur  and  refused.  Various  other  motions 
which  were  also  rejected, 
among  which  were  those  for  repealing  the 
rate-payiu  clauses  of  the  Reform  Act, 
and  extending  the  10^  household  franchise 
to  counties,  both  refused ;  not  any  attempt 
made  to  improve  the  system  of  n^istra- 
tioti,  or  to  shorten  the  daration  of  Parlia- 
ments ;  and  with  regard  to  Ireland,  the  Just 
and  reasonable  proposition  of  Mr.  OCon* 
nell  for  equalisation  of  fran^ises  was  re- 
fused, lias  class  le^sla^on  ceased?  Have 
not  the  taxes  on  the  people's  necessaries  of 
life  been  retained,  which  hy  impeding 
trade  reduced  both  the  sources  and  wages 
ofenploymeat,  for  the  interests  of  a  class  F 
whilst  at  the  same  time  the  sources  of 
relief  by  the  Poor-laws  have  been  curtailed, 
and  the  people  punished  for  not  doing  that 
which  it  berame  impossible  for  them  to  do 
^-namely,  to  support  themselves  and  fa- 
milies by  the  labour  of  their  hands?  A  tax 
is  retained  for  the  benefit  of  the  &voured 
class,  whilst  for  the  benefit  of  tbo  same 
class  relief  to  the  unemployed  is  placed  on 
such  conditions  as  to  be  intolerable  to  the 
honest  industrious  worker  to  accept,  and 
in  this  way  to  reduce  the  amount  of  the 
landlord's  taxation.  1  need  offer  no  other 
imlancci  of  plasa  legislation.  The  people 
expected  power  firom  tbe  Reform  Bill,  tbey 
expected  prwetical  good  from  that  act,  bnt 
they  now  find  they  have  been  grosaly  de> 
cdred.    Those  who  framed  the  Sefonn 
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Act  eecm  to  bave  intended  to  keep  the 
potrer  in  the  haads  of  the  ariNtocraijy  and 
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the  middle  claasea.  The  middle  cla 
□DW  find  also  that  they  have  been  deceived, 
and  that  the  aristocracy  can  overpower 
them.  Then,  Sir,  thie  ii  the  rause  of  the 
union  of  the  two  classes,  of  which  the  pe- 
tition I  bave  referred  to  is  an  unerring 
demouBt ration.  The  right  hon.  Bnronet 
at  the  head  of  ber  Majesty's  Gavernntent 
IB  himself  curbed  by  the  power  of  the  aris- 
tocracy. I  do  him  the  justice  to  believe 
that  he  would  have  been  disposed  to  give 
the  people  a  greater  measure  of  relief  than 
what  be  has  done  by  his  Corn-bill  i  hut 
he  has  gone  as  far  as  he  thought  practica- 
ble in  a  House  of  Commons  wherein  the 
power  rests  in  the  landed  aristocracy.  Tc 
this  UD^ir  monopoly  of  power  in  the  handt 
of  one  class  the  working  population  as- 
cribe all  the  evils  of  which  they  complain, 
and  as  a  remedy  they  demand  the  exten- 
uve  refbrniB  specified  in  their  petitions. 
It  will  be  for  the  House  to  determine 
whether  these  claims  are  founded  injustice 
or  not,  and  to  what  extent  they  should  be 
granted.  The  first  and  most  important  of 
the  propositions  to  which  I  refer,  is  that 
whidi  relates  to  the  extension  of  the  suff- 
rage. The  petition  of  the  delegates  states 
the  broad  principle, 

"  That  eTCty  membGc  of  society  has  an 
equal  ri|;ht  with  every  other  Member  to  have 
a  voicp  in  making  the  laws  which  he  is  called 

This  is  the  great  basis  of  politicalHberty, 
and  every  man  who  has  not  the  eojovment 
of  this  right  is  not  a  freeman,  but  a  slave. 
As  a  consequence  of  this  great  principle  it 
results,  that  no  man  should  be  taxed  with- 
out his  own  consent  or  that  of  his  repre- 
•entativcs.  These  great  principles  have 
been  proclaimed  and  affirmed  by  various 
ancient  statutes.  Permit  me  here  to  quote 
from  a  speech  of  the  noble  Lord  now  Mem- 
ber for  London,  delivered  on  the  1st  of 
March,  1831.  The  noble  Lord  argues  in 
support  of  making  the  House  of  Commons 
a  real  representation  of  the  people.  He 
argues  thus: — 

"  Looking  at  the  question  then,  as  a  question 
of  right,  the  ancient  statutes  of  Edward  1st 
contain  the  germ  and  vital  principle  of  our 
political  constitution.  The  25th  of  Edward 
1st,  c.  6,  declares,  in  the  name  of  the  King, 
that  for  no  baainesi  from  henceforth  we  should 
lake  such  manner  of  aids,  tasks,  nor  pritet,but 
by  the  common  assent  of  the  realm,  and  for 
the  common  profit  thereof,  saving  the  ancient 
aids  and  prizes  due  and  accustomed.  The 
34>b  of  Edward  1st  providw,  no  talliage  or  aid 


shall  be  taken  or  levied  by  us  or  ourheiis  iu 
our  realni,  without  the  good  will  and  con- 
sent of  Archbishops,  Bishops,  Earls,  Baroas, 
Knights,  Burgesses,  and  all  the  freemen  of  tbe 
land.  The  validity  of  this  statute  is  asserted 
iti  the  petition  of^  rights,  was  allowed  by  tbe 
judges  in  the  case  of  Hampden,  and  is  in  bet 
the  foundation  of  the  constitution,  as  it  baa 
existed  since  the  days  of  the  Stuarts." 

The  noble  Lord  then  proceeded  to  say 
in  conclusion  of  his  argument — 

"  No  man  of  common  sense  pretends  that 
this  assembly  now  represents  the  commDnalty 
or  people  of  England." 

This  is  the  same  assertion  which  I  make 
with  reference  to  the  House  of  CommoDs 
as  at  present  constituted,  and  which  I  trust 
I  have  proved  by  the  details  I  have  already 
given.  The  statutes  I  have  referred  to 
relate  more  particularly  to  the  taxing 
power,  but  it  is  evident  that  if  freemen 
cannot  be  taxed  without  their  conaent, 
they  cannot  be  subjected  to  laws  which 
may  deprive  them  of  life  and  liberty  with- 
out a  like  consent ;  therefore  any  portion 
of  the  community  who  have  not  a  rtnix  in 
makiog  the  laws  by  which  they  are  to  be 
governed  are  placed  in  the  class  of  slaves 
and  not  of  freemen.  On  this  principle  it 
is  contended  by  the  petitioners,  that  tbe 
franchise  should  be  extended  to  the  adult 
mate  population  of  the  realm— 

"Subject  only  to  such  limitalioos  and  re. 
strictions  u:  naturally  ari^e  out  of  the  right  it- 
self, as  Bie  necessary  to  its  practical  exercise, 
and  as  are  equally  applicable  to  all  classes  of 
the  community." 

What  these  limitatioDS  and  restrictions 
should  be  it  would  be  for  the  House  to 
consider,  provided  the  principle  were  ad- 
mitted. I  shall  not  now  do  more  than 
refer  generally  to  the  most  important.  As 
protection  and  allegiance  are  reciprocal, 
persons  under  conviction  for  crime  (by  a 
jury)  should  be  excluded ;  and,  for  some 
crimes,  a  forfeiture  of  the  franchise  for  life 
would  he  a  justiliiU>Ie  penalty.  Minors,  or 
any  description  of  persons  under  the  legal 
control  of  others,  should  be  excluded  until 
they  are  free  to  act  for  themselves.  Per- 
sons of  unsound  mind  come  under  this 
class.  Vagrants  and  confirmed  paupers 
ought  to  be  excluded.  1  caunot  say  that, 
inder  the  existing  circumstances  of  tbe 
;ountry,  the  incidental  acceptance  of  paro- 
chial relief  should  be  a  disqualiHcation ; 
but  the  most  vitallr  important  limitation 
would  be  that  which  would  restrict  the 
exercise  of  the  franchise  to  those  who  may 
feirly  omaidered  settled  rendentB (^ tn    :: 
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reepective  votiog  districts.  Tbis  must  be 
effected  by  a  proper  system  of  registration, 
by  which  the  claimant  to  vote  would  be 
obliged  to  show  that  he  had  resided  in  the 
district  for  a  certain  time  previous  to  re- 

Sistratioii,  specifying  the  place  of  his  rcsi- 
ence,  with  his  occupation,  trade,  or  call- 
ing. This  is  essentially  oecessary,  to  pre- 
rent  the  rotes  of  the  real  residents  of  a  dis- 
trict from  being  swamped  by  raf^nta. 
The  limitations  I  have  alluded  to  are  all 
nqaired  fbr  the  protection  of  the  right  it- 
self. I  shall  not  enter  into  further  details , 
but  I  should  agree  to  whatever  registra- 
tion regulations  might  appear  necessary  for 
placing  the  elective  franchise  really  and 
truly  in  tite  hands  conjointly  of  the  pro- 
perty and  industry  of  the  country.  The 
chief  diftreucevbich  would  exist  between 
what  I  propose  and  that  which  is  called 
household  suffirage  is  this — that  I  would 
admit  persons  in  town  renting  lodgings  oi 
parts  <rt  houses,  prorided  they  were  otlier- 
'  wise  qualified.  If  such  persona  be  excluded, 
some  of  the  best  qualified  persons  in  difier- 
ent^aalia'would  Be  excluded  without  any 
reasonable  cause  for  such  exclusioa.  !  am 
aware,  also,  and  ready  to  admit,  that  in 
order  to  carry  out  the  principle,  a  differ- 
ence may  be  necessary  in  the  registration 
details  (^  Ireland  from  those  of  England. 
lit  is  a  fact,  that  there  are  parts  of  Ireland 
herein  a  pauper  will  put  up  a  sod  house, 
>vered  with  potato  stalks  or  rushes,  will 
live  in  that  house  with  hia  family  part  of 
the  year,  and  beg  during  the  other  part ; 
the  registration  regulations  should  be  such 
aa  to  exclude  persons  of  that  description. 
It  is  ueoessary  that  I  now  proceed  to  notice 
those  objections  which  are  commonly  made 
to  tbe  generalising  of  the  suffrage.  I  think 
I  can  show,  that  ul  the  objections  made  to 
the  general  suffrage  apply  with  reference 
to  the  limited  suHrage  now  in  existence. 
First,  want  of  Education :  I  ask,  are  tbe 
majoritr  of  those  who  now  hold  the  suf- 
frage eaucated  persona  ?  Are  the  county 
voters,  who  now  hold  the  franchise,  men  of 
education,  and  political  information,  equal 
in  that  respect  to  the  numerous  persons  of 
di&rent  classes,  including  the  operatives 
and  mechanics  who  live  in  lodgings  in 
towns,  and  in  bouses  not  valued  at  10/.  ? 
They  are  oou&ssedly  not.  If,  therefore, 
yoa  desire  to  act  upon  the  principle  of  au 
edttcatiiNial  or  knowledge  quaUfication, 
you  must  strike  off  the  greatest  portion  d 
the  pretent  constitaencies.  But  what  is 
the  knowledge  neoessary  for  a  roter }  Is 
DO  man  to  rote  for  «  Member  (tf  Fariiwaeat  I 


icoi 
liv 


but  he  who  understands  all  the  questions 
which  are  to  be  discussed  in  Parliaments 
Such  a  principle  cannot  be  asserted.  The 
knowledge  required  for  a  voter  is  to  be 
able  to  judge  whether  the  candidate  offered 
to  him  is  an  honest  man  or  the  reverse  ; 
and  his  best  guide  for  this  is  a  knowledge 
of  the  man's  conduct  in  life,  and  tbis  it 
does  not  require  a  high  order  of  education 
to  attain.  I  believe  it  will  be  generally 
found,  that  the  man  who  has  established  a 
character  for  probity  and  benevolence  would 
carry  with  him  a  majority  of  the  votes  of 
the  people  if  freely  given,  in  opposition  to 
aaj  candidate  who  had  not  esUuilished  that 
character.  If  you  affirm  that  education 
and  information  are  necessary,  be  consis- 
tent with  your  own  principle  and  apply  it 
equally  to  all  classes,  do  not  exclude  the 
educated  man  because  he  is  not  the  occu- 
pant of  a  10/.  house.  The  second  objection 
t  shall  refer  to  is,  that  tbe  poor  man  is 
open  to  corrupt  influences,  f  do  not  deny 
the  liability  to  this  eril;  but  what  class, 
from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  is  exempt 
from  it  ?  What  class  of  the  present  con- 
stituency is  exempt  from  it  ?  Not  a  single 
one.  It  is  rampant  among  both  tbe  highest 
and  the  lowest  In  the  former  it  appears 
in  its  moat  disgusting  form;  from  the 
highest  class  it  has  its  source  and  power. 
They  are  the  deliberate  antbora  of  it: 
there  could  be  no  corruption  except  it 
emanated  from  the  monied  classes.  Let 
it  not  be  said,  then,  that  the  limitation  of 
the  franchise  is  a  shield  against  corruption ; 
it  Is  no  such  thing  ;  the  best  protection 
would  be  the  extension  of  the  suffrage, 
with  the  Ballot  and  short  Parliaments, 
which  would  tend  to  render  it  impractica- 
ble by  the  extent  of  the  expenditure  and 
uncertaintv  in  its  results.  A  third  ol^ec- 
that  the  placing  power  in  the 
working  man's  bands  would  endanger 
property.  1  ask  those  who  say  so  to  show 
me  that  the  working  men  of  England  have 
any  disposition  to  violate  the  laws  of  pro- 

Serty.  Is  there  a  countnr  where  every 
escription  of  property  is  safer?  Are 
not  there  various  ways  in  which  property 
could  be  violated  or  injured,  if  the  di^xni- 
tioa  existed  t  It  is  a  libel  on  the  people 
to  aar  so.  I  do  not  ask  to  place  the 
franchise  in  the  hands  of  any  but  the 
industrious  members  of  the  community, 
and  are  not  industrr  and  property  inti- 
mately allied  ?  Wbat  is  the  object  of 
industry  but  to  acquire  property  ?  and  is 
it  not,  then,  the  interest  of  the  working 
dui  to  pntect  thiit  wbicb  he  ia  aeeldng  ^ 
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obUin?  Aid  is  sot  tfae  vtorkiDg  man  aa 
deeply  inUreated  —  I  might  aay  more 
deenly— in  the  iirowerity  of  the  country, 
u  the  uau  who  has  his  load  or  Iiia  moaey 
to  depend  apoa  i  The  employnwat  and 
th«  wages  of  the  wwker  essentially  dwud 
on  that  pmperi^.  You  aerer  will  fad  a 
GoahiaatMn  knong  the  working  claaaea 
■Cainst  ^r^erty,  ubIebs  pn^ierty  arnya 
ita«K  i^ainst  tl>eD»-~do  turn  justice,  and 
you  protect  yoonelve*.  You  will  also 
protwt  yourauves  aoaiaBt  another  evil  you 
oxnpUia  cf— dw<3|,  the  power  of  agi- 
tators: their  powec  eiuata  only  in  iujuBUce 
— yo«  ananap  it  aft  Mwe  by  doug  justice 
totitepMpte.  I  have  stated  what  wpears 
to  BW  tbe  tnie  pnnciple  on  which  the 
wffrage  ibauld  be  based;  because  I  cannot 
Sttd  anv  nlfipaJBg  placA  shest  of  that  prin* 
cipla  OB  wbi^  ft  couisteat  ajr^uaeol  can 
ba  Hiataiwsd.  Ik  bas  been  Kud,  and  I  an 
wt  dupoaed  t»  coatsad  against  the  stale- 
Kut.  that  if  a  constitntion  works  tog 
puUk  foad,  vtt  ought  aot  to  change  it  fur 
the  sake  t£  carrying  OMt  theoretic  advan- 
tagBB  ;  hU  chMgea  m  mom  called  Sec,  not 
frasB  a  deabe  for  theeretic  perfecUon,  hot 
baGMiae  tho  misting  state  eC  thiap  ia  ctt»- 
aidared  to  be  ytrsductire  of  pnuucal  evU. 
I  handveltat  le^tk  on  this  fint  point 
ptayed  Sat  iu  the  petitioB.  because  I  con- 
sider it  nf  laaie  toaMceadaat  inportaoee 
tbaa  aay  other.  I  caoDot,  however,  pan 
ever  tin  atlWr  points  without  a  few  o^ 
servatiou^  whitjh  shall  be  as  brief  m  pas- 
siUoh  hoping  that  other  hon.  Ucinben 
who  mjT  foluw  will  supply  the  defideudes. 
The  aeoood  poiat  is  the  mwt  ecpal  di^ 
tribtitioB  of  eleelMal  distrielB.  This  is  a 
vitally  eiienthl  pnacipia  of  nfimvu.  It  ia 
plain  that  then  caa  he  on  just  or  e^ual 
tepieoentatioa  ualeas  the  Uanbers  r*- 
turnad  hew  a  juat  pnipodion  t»  the  uui^ 
bar  «f  ttleetMs  retwnung  each  Menbei. 
Thia  ia  a  priac^Jv'  which  it  is  impoasible 
t»  Gmtnmrt,  mi  ^  our  pnaant  electiva 
^atenvielatea  it  la  s  ■aniwr  the  moat 
ban&ced.  Than  is  no  one  portion  of  the 
anpire  b««s  a  jost  and  fitir  propaation  t» 
any  other  portioo,   and   lo  Utmg  aa  this 
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the  ballot.  This  qiHslion  has  been  ao 
<d^en  and  so  ably  argued  in  this  House  by 
an  boo.  Gcutlemaa  not  now  a  i 
and  by  other  h^  Memhars,  and 
having  been  given  by  the  hon.  1 
for  Sheffield  that  he  would  again  faring  it 
forward,  that  I  shall  not  enter  into  deml^ 
there  Bsay  be  objectious  to  the  b^lot ;  I,do 
not  assert  that  it  would  be  a  certain  pi»> 
tectinn  against  bribery ;  to  dect  that  ob- 

?'  ct  the  exteoBioa  of  the  soSngeamd  abort 
arlianeuta  moat  accoauiBDy  the  tBlfnt^ 
and  the  ballot  must  accompany  tbem ;  but 
I  do  asKit  that  if  we  call  on  ooi  MIow- 
conntryown  to  pve  boiust  voles,  we  ou^i 
b>  give  the  hoaatt  voter  evoy  pcotcctiaa  in 
our  power.  No  ether  nude  of  protection 
hasevn  been  auggcated,  and,  tfieielbi%  I 
claim  the  ballot  as  eaaeatial  to  reprannta- 
tive  freedom.  The  fonith  point  clniaaad 
in  the  dekgatea*  petition  istUat  the  Scotcb 
qritem  shiauld  ne  ad<^ned  uaiverabUy, 
which  renders  neethet  qualification  Deces- 
sary  for  Members  but  a  true  retnm  by  the 
mqsrity  of  the  elcctses.  Now,  asreraecta 
this  TenrBi.wakaaw  the  practical  woHiog 
of  it,  and  thaebr^  it  does  not  rest  upon 
theory.  No  man  ca*  aay,  that  an  unfit  or 
iafirM  chus  of  r^ceaentakivesare  returaed 
fiw  Scotland.  Bui,  if  you  deamad  pr<>- 
pesty  qnalificatio^  becanaiiient.  Whyia 
the  ooer  at  the  Honaa  of  CoMDwaa  to  ba . 


t  is  inBoasible  to  say  th^ 
Ithor  fJly  or  ftirly 


the  pei^  aru  eithar 

•antei^  W  that  tkow  who  have  toe  nun« 
profMrtiana  muik  net  feel  a  jsalouay  and 
diatnMt  af  lagislalioa  carried  oa  by  those 
wb*  tune  the  gmater  proportions;  this 
iaparticalariy  felt  fay  the  pe^  of  Ire. 
hui^  and  hg  the  pmple  of  Scatland,  sl- 
thiwyh  in  a  aHaewaat  less  d^ve.  The 
tUidpqHt  dfititebsr  tht  patitiaKaia 


the  door  ofthe  Houie  of  Lorda  is  thrown 

open  without  reaervc  to  the  aalection  cf 
the  Ct«wn  i  When  the  Crown  enaoblea 
iff  Peerage,  the  property  of  the  individual 
isoot  Utqwred  into:  the  very  Beverse.  If 
the  Crawn  raises  a  meritorious  public 
servant  to  the  digpity  of  the  Feeiage,  the 
Houae  of  Cosamoos  votes  to  him  oat  of  the 
public  fluids  the  means  to  support  it. 
Why,  thea,  reject  with  this  contempt  a 
man  who  may  be  a  poor,  but  at  the  same 
time  a  meritorious  senaot  of  the  pet^de, 
and  may  be  chosen  by  them  as  aun^ 
When  the  high  offices  cf  State  are  to  be 
filled,  is  the  Crown  fettered  by  qualifica- 
tions? Why,  then,  ibould  the  peo^  be 
fettered?  In  relevance  to  this  point,  1 
may  again  quote  the  n<Ale  Lord  now  the 
Uembet  toe  London.  In  a  speech  on  the 
Beferm  question,  be  say^- 

"I  believe  tbal  ao  nigm  csn  be  inUo 
Aaced  wbieti  will  kave  tke  cSset  of  ptevntieg 
wealth,,  p«)bu,y,  lesiniagrSnd  vii^  fiomibaii 
pcopei  influence  u^n  eLeclions.'' 

The  fifth  point  which  petitioaeia  !»■ 
cammend  ia,  that  Membafs  should  have  » 
wauaari)!!!  cawpaaiBriBn far  theittsEWM.-. 
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yiiij  AtuM  tkey  «*.  if  the  puUie  lequin 
so  Itonett  asd  fiuthrul  disdiarge  of  public 
dutj!  ?  I»  It  not  ■  kborioiu  duty,  and  in 
eveiT  rwpect  an  ezpeosive  one  to  tbe  ia- 
dirijus)^  Will  ttiere  not  th«a  be  a 
natural  teodeuj  in  the  Menbet  to  com- 
hlmtelf  tat  his  labour  and  ex- 


pennte  hlmtelf 

peDTCB  by  otb«r  means  than  thoae  of  the 
fltithfiil  leffonMBoe  of  his  dutv  tohi&eoa- 
Btituents  and  bis  country  7  The  great  ob- 
ject  to  attain  is  responsibilityt  and  that 
ntponaiU&tj  cannot  be  effectuatly  oIh 
tuned,  ot  reasonably  demanded,  in  cmqs 
of  nnudd  serrices.  The  sixth  and  tast 
point  1  han  to  allude  to  is  the  limitation 
of  the  duration  of  FHrliaments.  1  beliere 
all  re&rmers  will  agree  that  the  existing 
term  wbkh  the  r^resentative  is  pennittca 
to  b&Tc  of  the  trust  repoeed  in  hint  b^  his 
CODBlituency  ought  to  oe  shortened;  it  de- 
stroys that  wholesome  responsibility  wbii^ 
the  representatire  ought  to  be  subjected 
to,  and  renders  turn  to  a  cdrtaia  extent 
careless  of  their  approval  or  censure ;  but 
I  da  not  at  the  saaie  time  deoy,  that  muiji 
diKreooe  exists  evea  among  Uie  most 
honest,  reftH-mers  as  to  the  exact  period  to 
which  the  limitation  ought  to  extend. 
The  original  practice  of  ine  constitution 
was  three  years,  which  was  unctmstitu- 
tionally  extended  by  a  Parliament  voting 
the  prolongatioB  ot  its  own  existence, 
without  any  reference  to  the  deciuw  of 
the  electire  bodies  of  the  couotry.  Many 
are  al  opinion  that  the  former  pisctice 
shouldbe  re-esttdiiiahed,  whilst  others  think 
that  electlcms  should  be  annuaL,  1  will 
not  now  enter  into  the  details  of  these 
arguments ;  this  is  one  of  tbe  subjects 
wfuch  would  be  beet  iaTestigated  in  com- 
mittee. I  am  certun  that  if  a  Parlianwnt 
was  formed  whidt  really  represented  the 
nation,  the  *mce  of  the  people  vronJd  hare 
power  to  fix  that  duration  which  was  most 
suitaUe  to  tbe  nationa]  istei-ests.  I  shall 
therefore  cwtenl  myself  with  affirming  the 
position  that  Ftoliaments  ought  to  be  snort, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  tbe  ttrongest  argu- 
ments lead  to  sDKial  elections.  1  can  con- 
ceive no  other  mode  of  correcting  the  evil 
operation  of  bribery  but  by  the  coi^oint 
operatjon  of  an  extended  franchise,  voting 
Inr  baltot  utd  freqnetu  etectioiw.  None  <^ 
iMse  would  effsct  il  siDgly ;  but  I  thinV 
that  Ae  three  oonbinedwmild  be  a  certain 
prereatiTie  of  any  eztmsire  operation  of 
that  most  deleterious  systeos.  I  hare  now, 
Sir,  concluded  isy  nview  of  tbe  vvious 
poiata  oC  r*fbiM  whieb  tbe  petitwotrs 
ikiinreipeetftaDjr  t» 
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lideratioo  of  tbe  Housa  I  achwnrledgs 
the  imperfection  of  that  reviewj  hut  1  trust 
the  House  will  do  me  the  jnstvce  to  adwt, 
nuny  points  of  suck  vtt«]  us* 
portanoe  could  not  he  diacuMcd  in  all  their 
uariags.  by  nmy  meaker,  withmt  tres- 
log  is  an  imnwowate  d^ree  ou  th« 

CDce  of  the  House.  But  I  trust  I 
uptend  auficiently  iat»  th«  argwrawt 
to  prove  tlM  pottiUoB,  that  widn  eiiali^ 
Uws  ot  deetioD  the  pxfle  w*  dm  faUy  e> 
Graely  iqasBSBbed  in  iku  H<hh%  aad  dM 
further  relbcms  we  rehired  J  and  if  1  haw 
piitslilisbed  that  pwnC  then  tha  isferaMe 
is  pli4n,that)t  ia^dutyof  this  Howalo 
enquire  int*  tbe  awde  of  e&ctvw  the  ae. 
cetwary  aneodawnta.  Thk  is  Ml  winch- 
B  damnded  «f  tb»  Housa  hjr  tbe  resoht- 
tioo.  1  now  I 
inquky  iat*  tl 

do  sot  s^k  tbe  House  to  ca 
sol  resk  either  to  my  opinio— 
ktns  of  the  petitloiien,  till  ci 
they  are  proved  to  he  right;  but,  aevw 
tkcleei^  I  have  dcMWd  it  my  duty  ta  the 
petitiancfs,  a»  well  m  tn  the  Hmms,  Urtr 
to  icdtein  the  reaolntiM  the  points  which 
they  pray  Ear.  I  do  not  wish  tft  make  aay 
otoeealmmt  of  these  pouts)  I  do  not 
wiA  to  aniear  Id  shiU  faoM  tbe  advecacy 
«f  th«D;  at  the  same  time  I  do  not  daw 
Uw  prceent  asawt  of  the  Ue^fers  wbe 
vote  for  tbe  reeolutiBB  t»  the  •oitent  of  aU 
these  paints  ;  but  i  cUm  the  nte  d  M 
who  NUmt  t^k  tb  pec^  are  not  Dew  faUy 
finely  repMsnted,  in  oider  te 
ia^inreiDte  the  meana  if  wUdi  a  fisll. 


fain  DBd  free 
Sir,    1 


I  fuHy  awBie  that  a 
"n  the  hands  of  ^ 


6m  by  the  i  , 
proeae£ags  which  have  been  adopted  at  a 
fcmer  pwiod  ^  tbe  <Mt..alJom  adteniee 
of  Ae  prmciptes  iMch  I  have  now  brought 
hcfere  tht  House.  Tbe  attempt  te  cany 
these  measures  by  ^e  aetiim  of  virieiice 
and  tPiDTilT  threw  bad,  very  far  indN^, 
tbe  cause  of  referm  ;  bat  I  am  not  tbe 
organ  of  those  wbo  would  act  in  that  way— 
wbo  would  eeiieavonr  to  ebtai*  their  ok 
iect  hy  sad)  proceedings.  Tbe  first  res^ 
lalion  of  tbe  cenference  of  delegates  dte- 
elares  that  their  object  is  to  obton  a  fiilt, 
fair,  and  free  representatiim  cf  the  people 
bj  Christian  means  alone,  and  this  declara>- 
tion  was  cordially  joined  in  by  all  the  de- 
legates of  the  Chartist  body  who  attended. 
1  am  aleo  aware  that  even  now  the  caaae 
is  deeply  injured  if  tbe  extrnv^anee  ef 
'    wUehsnBe'«r  Uieleadbnaf 
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the  Chartist  body  have  induced  great  Dum- 
bera  of  the  people  to  put  forvard.  Od 
theie  demands  an  objection  ia  founded, 
that  the  suffrage  is  claimed  in  order  to 
effect  changes  destructive  of  the  settlement 
of  property  and  all  the  iDstitutione  of  the 
country.  I  have  been  already  told  so ; 
but  I  answer,  that  if  the  people  hare  been 
induced  to  threaten  violent  or  extranigant 
changes,  if  they  combine  agaioBt  property, 
it  is  because  property  has  arrayed  its^f 
against  tfaeni.  It  is  not  the  natural  dis* 
pmition  of  the  people  of  England ;  it  is 
produced  by  a  feeling  of  the  effects  of  nn- 
juat  laws  and  extreme  distress,  created,  as 
they  believe,  by  class  legislation.  If  this 
feeling  extensively  pervades  the  people, 
are  you  in  a  state  of  security  p  You  must 
treat  this  condition  of  things  in  one  or 
other  of  two  ways,— you  must  do  the 
people  justice,  or  you  must  prepare  to  sus- 
tain the  refusal  of  that  justice  by  the 
power  of  the  sword.  The  people  never 
will  rest  satisfied  till  a  just  snare  of  poli- 
tical power  is  extended  to  them.  You  are 
Dov  sufiering  the  consequences  of  protract- 
ing  juitice.  If  the  Reform  Act  had  been 
pn^ressively  amended,  the  demands  which 
1  now  lay  before  you  would  not  have  been 
heaid  fnnu  the  united  voices  of  Ibe  middle 
and  woriiing  classes  ;  hut  when  that  union 
fully  takes  place  your  power  to  refuse  their 
demands  will  be  of  short  duration.  Their 
claims  are  now  brought  before  you  in  the 
most  respectful  and  temperate  manner  by 
the  body  from  whom  I  am  the  messenger ; 
they  desire  to  be  the  harbingers  of  peace 
between  the  aristocracy  and  the  people; 
they  solicit  your  House  to  take  tbcir 
prayers  into  consideration,  and  I  add  niy 
entreaties  to  theirs,  that  before  it  is  too 
late  yon  will  at  least  manifest  a  de«ire  to 
consider  tlie  means  of  doing  justice  to  the 
people.  It  has  been  said,  that  increasing 
the  pqiular  rights  would  destroy  the 
power  of  the  aristocracy.  I  shall  take 
leave  to  quote  the  woras  of  Lord  John 
Russell  10  the  speech  already  alluded  to — 
"  Wherever  the  sKstocracy  reside,  receiving 
large  incomes,  performing  important  duties, 
Telieving  Ibe  poor  by  charil]>,  and  eviDciDg 
pTJvate  worth  aod  pnblic  vj'riue,  it  is  not  in 
human  nature  thai  tliey  should  not  posssii  a 
great  influence  upon  public  opinion,  and  have 
an  equal  weight  in  electing  persons  to  serve 
their  country  in  Parliament.  I  contend  tbey 
will  have  as  much  influence  as  they  ought  to 
have,  but  if  by  aristocracy  be  meant  those  per- 
sons wbo  do  not  live  among  the  people,  who 
know  nothing  of  the  people,  and  who  care 
pothing  foi  then,  who  seek  honour  without 


merit,  places  williout  duly,  and  pensions  with- 
out service.  Tor  such  an  ariitocracy  I  have  no 
sympathy,  and  I  think  the  sooner  its  influence 
is  carried  away  with  ihe  corruption  on  which 
it  has  thriven,  Ihe  bettir  for  the  counlir,  in 
which  it  has  repressed  so  long  eveiy  waole> 
some  and  invigorating  principle,  l^e  real 
question  is,  whether  without  some  large  mea- 
sure of  reform,  legislation  can  be  carried  on 
with  the  confidence  and  support  of  the  people." 
These  are  the  sentiments  which  I  wish 
to  impress  upon  the  Hotise,  though  I  have 
been  incapable  of  expressing  them  with 
such  force  as  the  noble  Lord  has  done  in 
the  passage  which  1  have  read  to  the 
House.  But  I  would  call  upon  the  House, 
and  upon  the  Government,  to  show  at  least 
a  disposition  to  consider  the  appllcationa 
of  the  people,  if  they  did  not  feel  them' 
selves  justified  in  conceding  to  them.  Let 
them,  at  all  events,  receive  the  people  with 
kindness ;  and  let  them  inquire  into  the 
means  by  which  real  grievances  may  be  re- 
dressed. That  is  the  object  wfatch  I  have 
had  in  view  In  bringing  this  motion  before 
the  House,  if  the  noble  Lord,  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  City  of  London  had  been  pre- 
sent, I  should  have  called  upon  him  to 
fulfil  his  professions,  and  to  appear  as  the 
leader  of  the  cause  of  the  petitioners,  and 
to  a>me  forward  as  the  advocate  fin-  the 
extension  of  their  rights.  I  regret  that 
the  noble  f»rd  is  not  here  to  do  that  which 
the  people  have  a  right  to  expect  from  him, 
according  to  his  former  declarations,  and 
which  I  am  sure  he  would  do.  I  trust 
that  in  doing  what  I  conceive  to  be  my 
duty,  I  have  not  ehowD  any  disrespect  to 
any  party  or  to  any  individual  Member  of 
the  House.  I  wish  to  have  the  subject 
regarded  apart  from  all  party  bias,  and 
without  the  aggravation  <tf  controversy, 
and  in  a  spirit  consistent  with  the  prayer 
of  the  petitions  which  have  been  presented 
to  the  House.  Having  now  brought  the 
subject  under  the  notice  of  the  luiuse,  1 
shall  conclude  by  thanking  hon.  Gentle, 
men  for  the  attention  with  which  they 
have  listened  to  my  statements,  and  im- 

Storing  them  to  give  their  serious  coosi- 
eration  to  the  motion  which  I  uow  sub- 
mit:— 


under  Ihe  present  system  of  election  laws  ibe 
people  are  not  duly  represented ;  and  that  they 
are  thus  deprived  of  the  acknowledged  right 
of  freemen  to  have  a  voice  in  the  making  of 
the  laws  by  which  they  are  governed,  and  in 
imposing  the  taxes  which  they  are  required  to 
pay  X  and  tbetefijre  ptajbg,  that  lbs  rigjbt  of  ^  by 
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voting  mar  t«  extended  lo  the  adult  mala  po- 
pulation of  the  realm,  luhject  to  no  limitatiooi 
or  realriciion,  but  luch  is  may  be  neceuary 
for  the  safe  aad  correct  practical  eiercise  of 
the  right  ilielf.  That  7ote«  ihould  be  tahen 
by  ballot.  That  election  districts  should  ba 
equaliied,  to  accord  with  the  number  of 
electon.  That  no  qualification  should  be  de- 
maoded  from  Members,  but  that  of  being  dnly 
elected  by  a  majority  of  roles.  TTiat  repre- 
lenlalives  should  be  paid  for  their  jervices  al 
the  public  expense.  And  Ibatelectionsshonld 
be  annual.  And,  whereas,  complaint  having 
been  made,  at  above  italed,  that  under  the 
present  limitation  of  the  franchise  and  lawi  of 
election  there  is  not  a  full  and  free  represent 
Ution  of  the  people,  it  ia,  therefore,  the  duly 
of  this  House  to  lake  into  immediate  consi- 
deration the  amendment  of  these  laws,  with  a 
»iew  of  giving  to  every  portion  of  the  com- 
munity a  fijll,  fair,  and  free  representation  in 
the  Commons'  House  of  Parliament;  and  ibis 
House  will,  on  bd  early  day,  resolve  itself  into 
%  conmittee  of  the  whole  House  for  the  pur- 
pote  of  coniidering  the  same." 

Mr.  Wallace  said,  it  was  highly  sati*- 
ftctory  to  him,  being  one  of  the  oldest 
reformerj  in  the  House,  to  bear  the  (jwech 
of  the  hon.  Gentlemao,  and  to  find  that  he 
had  brought  forward  a  lubject  which  wai 
worthy  the  moat  serioui  attention  of 
theHouae.  Hie  conaiderailon  of  ihii  aiib- 
jeot  waa  cloaely  connected  with  the  in- 
tereiti  of  the  reigning  family  of  Ibis  coun- 
try. The  middle  and  the  working  claiges 
were  beginning  to  underaland  that  their 
inleresU  were  matna) ;  and  bad  diicovered 
that  the  Reform  Bill  waa  a  failure,  and 
that  a  gn»«  deception  bad  been  played 
off  upon  the  people  by  those  who  con- 
cocted  that  measure.  Amongit  those  who 
B  cenanrable  for  tha  inefficiency  of  that 
isnre  he  included  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet opposite,  who,  he  knew,  waa  a  party 
to  the  framing  of  the  bill.  He  appeared 
(here  to  adrocate  the  righta  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  he  asserted  most  solemnly,  that 
there  were  rights  claimed  in  the  documents 
which  the  hon.  Member  had  brought  be- 
fore the  House  in  so  mild  and  gentleman' 
like  manner,  that  onght  to  arrest  the  most 
serious  consideration  of  the  HoDse.  Let 
them  reflect  upon  the  good  sense,  and  the 
good  temper,  as  well  as  the  abilitv  with 
which  the  subject  had  been  introduced, 
and  let  them  treat  it  in  a  like  manner.  He 
believed  that  many  hon.  Gentlemen  on  both 
sides  oftheHousewould  not  have  supported 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  in  his  measures  IF 
they  had  to  go  before  their  consiitnents  an- 
nually. He  remembered  (he  exertions  of 
Mr.  Grey  and  Mr.  Umbton  in  1792  and 


1798  io  the  cause  of  reform,  and  althoogh 
at  that  time  there  was  not  much  oppor- 
tunity for  a  Scotchman  to  get  into  Par> 
liaraent,  he  carefully  watched  the  erenta 
of  the  times,  and  was  prepared  to  say,  that 
the  friends  of  the  people  in  1792  and  1799 
were  perfectly  right;  that  although  parts  of 
their  plans  were  included  in  the  Reform  Bill, 
the  bill  which  Lord  Grey  did  bring  for- 
ward had  practically  been  utterly  fallacious 
in  its  effects.  The  Reform  Bill  had  not 
done  that  which  was  expected  ;  it  had  not 
put  down  bribery  and  corruption,  for  never 
was  a  Parliament  returned  which  had 
apent  so  much  money  and  so  disgracefully 
as  the  present;  never  was  so  much  venality 
and  intimidation  as  atthelast  general  elec- 
tion. In  former  days  intimidation  was  un- 
known :  it  was  a  new  instnimetit  of  oppres- 
sion and  wrong.  The  framers  of  the  bill  it 
nowappeared  were  well  aware  how  corrupt- 
ion and  intimidation  worked;  but,  being 
wise  in  their  day  and  generation,  they  took 
care  to  exclude  from  the  Reform  Bill  the 
ballot.  He  would  ask  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  represented  counties,  if  they  durst  go 
to  their  constituencies  and  say,  they  had 
not  brokeh  their  pledges  and  promises? 
And  if  they  had  not  led  their  constituents 
to  expect  tbeit  general  line  of  condnct  would 
be  so  and  so,  and  yet  had  departed  firora  that 
line,  did  they  deserve  to  be  called  inde- 
pendent Members  of  Parliament  or  even 
Gentlemen.  He  believed  that  many  hon. 
Members  had  deluded  their  constituents, 
or  else  their  constituents  must  have  mis- 
understood them  grossly.  Would  county 
Members  who  supported  the  right  hon. 
Baronet's  plans  affecting  agriculture,  go 
to  their  coosiituents  and  resign  their  seats 
if  their  constituents  were  disappointed? 
No;  he  believed  they  would  linger  on 
to  the  end  of  their  seven  years.  There- 
fore, it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
course  proposed  by  the  hon.  Gentleman 
should  be  followed.  He  had  been  ori- 
ginally in  favour  of  the  ballot  and  of 
triennial  Parliaments.  But  lately  he  bad 
taken  into  his  serious  consideration  the 
question  of  annual  Parliaments.  He  had 
refusrd  tu  some  electors  of  the  borough  he 
represented,  from  the  very  first  time  the 
charter  was  brought  out,  lo  adhere  to  the 
charter.  They  had  with  credit  to  them- 
selves refused  to  support  him,  because  he 
would  not  be  a  charter  man.  He  believed 
nothing  could  induce  them  lo  vote  for  a 
Tory ;  they  would  rather  go  lo — he  ahould 
not  say  whither— than  do  so.  Had  annual 
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reeling  and  wUiai  to  be  known  bj  the 
Hook  onlen  tha  pootde  were  allowed  to 
ipeak  to  it  and  nrou^  it?  Bow 
wBi  general  opinion  to  ba  reallj  and  tnilj 
collected  and  reprcMnted  except  tj 
general  saSrage?  Tbe  right  bon.  Ba- 
ronet tbe  other  night  appealed  with  macfa 
utuJaction  to  a  petition  from  UaodMUer, 
ugned  by  14,000  penona,  and  attached 
great  impoitance  to  it  beetnae  it  wai  in 
hii  favoar;  but  why  did  they  tnm  a  deaf 
ear  to  the  prayers  of  petidoning  millions  I 
In  the  name  of  thoie  miUiona  ho  would 
ask  that  some  importaoce  ihould  be  at- 
tached to  dieir  represeatatioDi :  and,  in 
hit  opinion,  the  potions  of  the  nnrepre- 
■ented  were  entitled  to  a  rreater  abafe  of 
attention  than  those  of  the  ropreiented 
who  conid  speak  in  that  Houae  by  tbeir 
Representarires,  and  tho«  to  a  ceitaia 
extent  influeace  the  course  of  legislatioa. 
Some  portion  of  powa  waa  indeed  poa- 
seised  by  that  minority  of  which  the  elec- 
toral body  was  composed,  but  what  powar 
had  the  unrepresented  —  the  sflBaring 
masses— those  who  tfaroogh  a  pemicioaa 
course  of  legislalian  ware  andunag  ao 
many  evils  without  the  moans  of  defcooa 
or  relief?  Could  bon.  Gentlemea  look 
00  tbe  present  state  of  aociety  ia  tiiia 
country  and  not  feel  that  tbcra  weis  tnaoy 
elemeots  of  danger  in  it?  On  tbe  om 
side  were  the  privileged  and  iBoaop<rii»og 
few,  and  on  ta«  other  tha  ttStnag  ml- 
lioss;  the  one  aide  poweaiing  all,  tad  tkm 
other  little  or  ootbuig,  aad  yetdeamiflg 
niach,  Conld  hon.  Oentleneii  nfleet 
upon  this  slBte  of  thlogi  without  iaeUac 
any  alarm  or  wuiety  for  the  public 
lably  ?  If  tbe  people  had  boraa  tbeir 
grievaocea  with  somuchpatieaoftaod  with 
luch  admirable  fortitade  aabad  beaaae- 
knowlodged  by  tbe  fight  boa.  Baioott 
himself,  waa  not  tbe  House  boond  to 
attend  to  the  prayers  of  tba  petUioaen  I 
What  did  his  boo.  Friead  aak  ?  Not  tba 
immediate  application  of  those  prineiplaa 
which  he  bad  recognized,  and  which  if  Utey 
were  founded  in  truth  must  be  racogaizad 
ultimately,  but  such  a  tendency  towards 
their  adoption  as  should  gire  some  hope 
to  the  excluded  and  tbe  safierLng.  No 
doubt  thev  would  ultimately  aod  entirely 
succeed,  they  wanted  Doihing  to  secun 
their  complete  success  but  tbeir  detaah- 
ment  from  all  projects  of  tioleoce  and  ig- 
norance, and  their  beiag  presented  and 
presented  a^in  in  tbeir  naked  strength 
and  truth  to  the  Legislature;    his  bM> 


Parliaments  bees  eatablitbed  in  lien  of 
septennial,  the  country  would  have  been 
presented  with  a  totally  different  measure 
of  finance  from  that  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  who,  in  that  case,  would  not 
have  ventured  to  propose  such  a  mea- 
sure. He  waa  prepared  to  vote  for  an. 
nuri  Parliaments,  but  if  he  did  so,  he 
should  acquaint  his  conatituenls  with  the 
fact,  and  tell  them,  that  if  they  diaap- 
proved  of  bii  rote  be  would  resign  his 
seal.  Would  boo.  and  right  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen who  supported  the  Corn-bill  and 
the  tariff  of  the  r^ht  hon.  Baronet  con- 
trary to  tbeir  pledges  or  tbe  expecta- 
tion of  their  constituents  follow  his  ex- 
ample? No;  bebelieved  they  would  keep 
their  seats.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the 
Scotch  Members  were  as  ^>od  representa- 
tives as  the  Geotlemen  of  England  and 
Ireland.  There  were  very  few  Whigs 
amongst  diem ;  only  a  stray  one  here  and 
there.  Tha  people  of  Sooiland  knew  what 
tbey  were  about:  they  sent  either  out- 
and-out  Radices  or  ouUand-out  Tories; 
they  did  act  like  half-and-half  mea. 
They  said,  "  Let  us  ban  a  man  with 
a  mmd  of  hisown  and  who  imowa  what  to 
be  aL"  That  waa  the  reason  they  had  sent 
faim  to  PsrliameoL  Tbey  did  aot  want 
liembeta  who  never  adiM  queitbua,  or 
spoke  a  word  except  when  oonunanded 
to  say  "  Aye,"  or  "  No."  Let  tba  r^t 
boo.  Baronet  look  at  the  repreaentatives 
of  Scotland,  and  be  migbt  tbeu  judge 
what  tha  people  were.  He  alwwld  aup. 
port  the  taiuian  mou  cordially. 

Dr.  Bamittff  could  not  consent  to  give 
only  a  tacit  concunence  to  the  aotioa  <tf 
his  hon.  Frjand,  because  be  loiAad  on  it 
as  on«  of  the  progressive  atepa  of  pabKc 
opinioo  towanu  political  peruetion— one 
<M  tba  milaatonaa  which  marked  the  road 
to  reform.  Hioae  wbo  ttood  up  for  that 
great  principle — that  there  was  no  aafiety 
for  a  govern  ment  whid)  waanotbuiltnpoo 
ibe  aSediona  of  Ae  people,  could  scarcely 
refnse  to  sB(f>ort  the  motion.  The  nmtual 
dcpeodenoe  of  the  various  classes  of  so- 
ciety upon  each  other  should  oot  be  disre- 
^uKted.  Tbe  more  opulent  classes  with 
aU  tbeir  kooiriedge  and  raok  and  influence, 
canld  do  bnt  UUle  without  the  muUitud« ; 
and  the  clamou  and  excitement  and  coa- 
litions of  the  multitude  would  accompliih 
little  without  the  aid  of  tbe  higher  daises. 
It  wes  usuidly  supposed  that  tbe  Houae  of 
Commona  represented  tbe  feelings  and 
wishes  of  the  people ;  but  how  were  those 
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FHend  d«aiatided  k  la^er  «ztetiatoii  of  the 
wfirtga.  Were  the  people  of  tbis  coun- 
try !«■  wortliy  of  nniTCinl  nffrage  than 
tkoM  of  SwiUeriaod,  Spaio,  mnd  Americs  ? 
Wbet  deagera  had  Uie  naiien^ity  of 
voting  pn>dDC«d  in  tboee  cotmiriea?  Had 
•nj  DHMhief  ariien  out  of  the  eiteo- 
•km  of  popukr  rigtita  in  the  United 
Statu  ?  He  knew  of  none.  Hit  mind 
wai  alwaya  oremhelmed  with  a  aeuie 
of  iniaitice  when  he  mw  a  man  deprired 
of  tae  ftmndiiie,  Ibongfa,  -perfaape,  in 
many  reapecla  oKtre  entitled  to  it  ihan 
himaeir.  He  thought  the  racliuion  of 
otbera  ftoai  the  enjoment  of  the  fnm- 
cUae  wae  a  violation  orthe  gieat  precept  by 
whicfawewefecommaniledtodotootbenai 
wa  woold  hare  them  do  to  ni.  In  that 
opioioa  he  waa  not  Kignlar.  He  had 
heaid  the  late  H r.  Roacoe,  once  a  Mem- 
ber of  that  Uouae,  say  that  he  could  not 
vadentaod  npon  iriiat  principle  unirenal 
Butfiraga  could  be  dcaied  by  (hoae  who 
ackDOwkdgod  the  authority  of  that  greet 
precept.  Should  a  maa  be  denied  thU 
pfnilega  because  be  waa  lew  opntent 
tfaaa  bis  Deirhbour  t  That  was  a  leaaon 
lUher  that  ue  law  dioald  eome  to  hia 
hrip.  If  the  arrangements  of  Prorideace 
— if  conacientiou  diMent — if  any  circum- 
ataneea  placed  him  lower  in  the  scale  of 
wealth  or  inSoence  tbaa  faia  neigbfaonr, 
mast  be,  therefore,  be  depiired  of  tfaoee 
rigbu  and  priTtleges  bo  ^licb  he  waa 
oqmdly  entitled  ?  Moral  degtadatioa  was 
Bot  an  BKcInaion ;  the  moat  drunken  and 
tbe  moat  comipt,  the  moat  slariih  and 
tbe  moot  servile,  aaight  be  admitted — bat 
ptopaity  waa  made  tbe  groand-work, 
ponny  the  har  to  repreaentation.  Apli* 
tade  wont  fcr  nothing.  Hie  boo.  Friend 
bad  ntlncbod  a  very  important  propoartion 
to  nniverBal  saflrage— the  ballot ;  because 
all  lefonnei*  koew  that  it  was  necessary 
that  the  voter  aboold  be  protected  in  tbe 
cxcKtaa  of  bb  fraacbiae.  if  his  franchwe 
t  meant  to  be   efficient — not 


of  a  bane.  Tbe  hon.  Member  had  re- 
fened  to  abort  Parliaments.  He  had 
lAways  been  an  advocate  for  annual  Par- 
KaawDts.  Ha  thought  that  they  were 
■Mne  in  ooaformity  «th  tbe  anangtaunts 
of  natuia,  and  whh  social  habits.  He 
ebeerved  that  tbe  eoorae  of  tbe  aeasowa 
were  iba  measuremeots  by  which  many  of 
the  great  eveota  of  life  were  regalated. 
Muhitades  of  offices  were  eonvenieatly 
made  depeadmt  upon  the  tennioation  of  > 


the  RtpreuiUatim.         996 

a  year.  Ho  bad  always  declared  to  hia 
constituents  that  he  would  giro  them  the 
advantage  of  aooual  Pariiaments.  It  was 
bis  custom  to  offer  at  the  termination  of 
every  year  tbe  traat  that  had  been  re- 
posed in  him  by  the  electors  whom  he 
represented.  Any  other  Member  might 
easily  follow  bis  eiample.  Why  should 
not  electoral  bodies  stipulalo  for  the  sur- 
reoder  of  the  rspreieautiva  trust  at  tbe 
end  of  every  year?  Tbe  hon,  Hembar 
then  referred  to  the  gross  inequality  ia 
tbe  atate  of  tbe  franchise.  Waa  it  fair,  be 
asked,  that  100  persona  ahould  possess 
tbe  same  n  was  intrusted  to  a  number 
ten  times  ss  great?  Was  sncb  a  prin- 
ciple to  be  fn  a  single  ioatant  defended. 
If  tbe  conaiitution  ^  this  country  was  to 
be  ooosidered  tbe  icsult  of  public  opinion, 
then  it  was  ibeir  duty  to  make  tbe  House 
of  Comuions  a  fair  and  honest  lepreaeot- 
atioo  of  the  voioe  of  the  people.  With 
regard  to  the  qualifieatioo  of  Members,  be 
would  ask  whether  Sootlaud  was  not  aa 
well  re[weaented  as  any  other  portkm  of 
the  United  Kingdom  ?  Was  it  not  better 
represented  7  A  saan  might  be  poor  ooo 
day  and  posseaed  of  wealth  on  tb«  sac- 
ceedi^  one,  and  yet  a  ann  because  be 
ms  poor  waa  not  eoasidered  qnaliiied  to 
exercise  the  f«aeiiooB  of  a  legulator.  It 
waa  not  taint,  ability,  kaowMg*.  or 
chanctar  which  renderod  a  perstm  tpiaU. 
6ed  to  ait  is  thM  House,  but  wealth  was 
eoDfldered  to  be  tbe  only  tegitioute  test 
ofatnaa'a  senatorial  eapabiiiiiea.  Widi 
regard  to  the  payment  of^HenUMrs,  it  was 
bis  belief  that  a  large  body  of  men,  pos- 
sessed  of  bigh  attainments  and  great 
knowledge,  were  prevented  from  giving 
(beir  services  to  the  country  in  oouse- 
qaeoce  ot  tbe  State  not  oonstdsfiiv  it  iu 
doty  to  pay  Members.  He  had  no  doabt 
that  there  were  many  opulent  asen  in* 
flue  need  by  a  bigh  end  boBounUe  am- 
bition who  woold  willingly  devote  fteir 
time  and  talents  to  their  country  wKhoot 
any  regard  to  Koinoeration :  bat  it  was 
also  HodeniaUe  ibat  ibe  pKsent  lyatea 
operated  in  keeping  out  of  ParUaacnt 
men  who  woold  be  able  to  ehuidate  with 
much  valaaUe  knoarledga  aU  iboaa  topics 
wkicb  aaaally  casae  anoer  tbo  consider^ 
alioa  of  Parliamait  Altboagh  be  was 
disposed  to  go  nan  Airtber  than  (Im  boD, 
Member,  it  was  Us  iatentioa  to  vala  in 
lawor  of  tbe  notion  which  be  bad  aab- 
mittcd  to  tbe  House. 
Mr.  mfttsMwasoetintbelentdttMe 
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■tirpriied  at  the  sileDce  of  hon,  Memben 
opposite  with  reference  to  ibe  tinportnut 
question  then  under  coniiderBtion.  When 
he  saw  how  (he  preaent  lysiem  worked  in 
adrancing  the  iotereBla  of  the  ariiLocracy 
at  the  expense  of  the  people,  he  did  not 
feel  asloniahed  at  the  indisposition  maoi- 
feited  b;  the  hon.  Membeii  who  repre- 
tented  the  aristocracy  to  meet  the  ques- 
tion which  his  hon.  Friend  had  so  ablif 
brought  before  them  that  evening.  Having 
been  in  Parliament  during  the  passing  of 
the  Reform  Bill,  he  had  an  opportanity  of 
wilneiiing  the  complete  failure  of  that 
measure.  Not  one  principle  upon  which 
that  bill  had  been  based  had  been  carried 
out  to  its  proper  and  legitimate  extent. 
Lord  Grey  nad  stated,  when  the  Reform 
Bill  was  introduced,  that  his  object  was  to 
promote  the  intereBts  of  the  people,  and  to 
provide  /or  them  a  cheap  and  good  govern- 
menl.  He  would  ask,  had  those  objects 
been  attained?  If  we  bad  had  a  good 
Government,  good  and  just  laws  would 
hare  been  enacted.  Had  the  House  pasted 
laws  extending  equal  justice  to  the  rich 
and  the  poor?  If  the  statute-book  was 
examined  they  would  6nd,  that  no  tnch 
laws  had  been  passed  bjr  the  Parliament 
since  the  Reform  Bill  came  into  opera- 
tion. Had  cheap  government  been  at- 
tained by  the  Reform  Bill  ?  The  House 
would  Rnd  that  the  expense  of  the  Govern- 
inent  of  this  country  had  been  millions 
more  than  it  was  before  the  passing  of  the 
Reform  Bill.  On  the  24th  of  June,  1831, 
Lord  J.  Russell,  in  proposing  the  Reform 
Bill,  stated— 

"  When  I  propose  a  reform  of  Porliaraeut, 
I  do  so  in  order  thai  [he  people  of  this  country 
should  be  reallv  represeuted  in  this  House,  and 
that  tbey  may  nave  a  House  of  Commons  that 
will  deliberate  on  their  wants  and  coniull  for 
their  interests — that  will  consider  their  grie*' 
anctts  and  attend  to  their  desiiei,  and  that  the 
people  shall  possess,  in. fact,  what  they  before 
only  possessed  in  theory." 

He  would  aik  any  hou.  Member  if  any 
of  the  nobla  Lord's  propositions  had  been 
carried  into  effect  7  Why  the  objects,  so 
distinctly  stated  in  the  noble  Lord's  speech, 
were  all  that  the  people  required.  AD  that 
every  Reformer  io  the  country  wanted  was 
a  House  of  Commons  that  woald  "  really 
represent  the  people — that  would  deli- 
berate on  their  wants,  and  consult  for  their 
interests — that  would  consider  their  griev- 
ances and  attend  to  their  desires."  Well, 
then,  if  the  Reform  Bill  had  turned  out  to 
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be  BO  complete  t  failure,  waa  it  oot  to  be 

wondered  at  that  the  very  individuals  who 
had  promoted  and  eocouraged  the  passing 
of  that  bill  should,  on  such  an  occasion  as 
the  present,  be  absent  from  their  seats  in 
that  House  ?  If  any  party  queation  waa 
to  be  carried  out,  they  would  be  found  in 
their  places  ready  to  whip  up  their  friends, 
and  get  ihem  to  support  then;  but  now, 
when  a  great  question  concerning  the  in- 
terests of  the  people  was  brought  forward, 
they  were  noL  to  be  seen.  If  the  right  hon. 
Genileroeo  opposite  had  no  intention  of 
expressing  their  opinions  on  this  question, 
they  had,  st  all  events,  shown  a  deference 
to  the  complaints  of  the  people,  by  attend- 
ing in  their  seats.  Now,  to  show  that  the 
Reform  Bill  must  necessarily  be  a  failure, 
he  would  read  some  returns  of  the  elections 
of  1840,  which  would  strongly  illustrate 
the  constitution  of  that  House.  From 
that  return  it  appeared  that  there  were 
five  towns  returning  Members  to  ihnt 
House,  of  which  the  aggregate  con. 
stituency  waa  1,068;  five  returned  ten 
Members,  with  «  constituency  of  1,496; 
and  twenty  towns  returning  forty  Hen- 
bers,  in  which  the  constituency  waa 
6,288.  Thirty  towns  returned  sixty  Mem- 
bers, with  a  constituency  of  12,180. 
Manchester  returned  two  Members,  and 
posiesaed  a  constituency  of  12,150.  There 
were  forty  towns  which  returned  sixty- 
seven  Members,  with  a  constituency  of 
14,180;  there  were  seventy-four  towns 
returning  121  Members,  with  constituen- 
cies of  29,996.  The  West  Riding  of  York- 
shire returned  two  Members,  and  possessed 
a  constituency  of  30,120.  Now  this  wata 
perfect  exhibition  of  the  representation  of 
the  country.  There  were  sixty.one  Members 
returned  by  the  same  constitueocy  as  two 
Members.  In  another  case,  there  were 
sixty-seven  Members  returned  by  a  less 
constituency  thsn  two  Members.  In  an- 
other  case,  there  were  121  Memben  re- 
turned to  that  House  by  a  leas  conati- 
tueucy  than  two  other  Members.  It  waa 
proved  by  this  exhibition  that  the  Reform 
Bill  had  been  a  failure.  They  saw  small 
constituencies,  with  vast  interest  and  wealth, 
brought  to  bear  upon  them,  in  order  to 
obtain  seata  in  that  House — in  order  to 
advance  the  interest  of  a  particular  class 
at  the  expense  of  the  rest  of  the  commu- 
nity. Tliey  had  seen  a  vast  system  of 
corruption  since  the  passing  of  the  Reform 
Bill,  but  more  perhaps  during  the  last 
election  than  any  preceding  one.  Hem>a)4„  , 
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venture  to  as;  that,  in  the  old  times  of  the 
boroughmoDger*,  when,  to  uie  the  words 
of  the  late  Lord  CaitleresKh, "  hriber;  wag 
M  notorioui  u  the  sun  at  noon,"  there 
was  leu  corruptbn  than  there  existed  at 
preaent.  In  the  times  of  the  borough- 
mongen,  a  peraoo  in  want  of  a  seat  went 
to  the  patron  of  the  borough,  and  offered 
hitn  a  certain  sum  of  money.  The  sami 
individual  now  went  to  the  corrupt  consti 
tuencies,  who  were  actuated  by  the  most 
base  and  sordid  moiives.  He  believed,  that 
the  only  difference  was,  that  a  better 
bargain  was  likely  to  be  made  under  the 
old  syBiem,  as  the  patron  of  a  borough  was 
not  likely  to  be  influenced  hy  ihe  same 
degree  of  sordid  feeling  as  a  corrupt 
debaied  constituency.  Whatever  might 
be  the  opinion  of  faon.  Members  opposite, 
or  of  those  who  usually  sat  on  the  front 
benches  at  his  (the  Oppoiilion)  side  of  thi 
HoQie,  he  believed  that  such  would  be  tin 
effect  of  the  mismaaagement  of  Ihe  affairs 
of  the  couDtiy,  that  more  attention 
soon  be  paid  to  this  question  than  it 
received.  He  believed,  that  it  would  be 
forced  on  their  attention  by  a  pressure 
from  without,  which  they  would  be  unabh 
to  resist.  He  would  like  to  see  those 
questions  calmly  taken  up  and  discussed, 
with  adesire  for  the  public  interest,  wiihin 
the  walls  of  that  House,  and  he  should 
much  prefer  to  see  them  considered  in  that 
way  than  under  a  pressure  from  without. 
There  was  nodiffereoce  of  opinion  amongst 
all  classes  of  Refiirmers  as  to  the  cleai 
necessity  for  great  and  important  changes^ 
their  only  difference  was,  as  to  the  means 
of  Bccomplishing  them.  He  called  on 
those  most  largely  interested  in  the  pro- 
perly of  the  connlry  to  be  wise  in  time, 
and  to  consider  those  questions  which,  at 
no  distant  time,  wonid  be  forced  on  them. 

Hr.  Ward  said,  that  nothing  was  so 
disagreeable  as  a  one-sided  debate.  He 
was  willing,  however,  to  accept  the  silence 
of  hon.  and  right  hon.  Members  on  the 
Ministerial  benches  as  a  tribute  of  ac- 
knowledgement on  their  parts  of  the  im- 
portance of  the  question  at  issue.  He 
considered  it  as  an  admiasion  that,  how- 
ever impracticable  it  might  be,  in  the 
present  state  of  parties  to  eipect  any 
great  change  in  the  representative  sys- 
tem to  be  carried  as  the  result  of  the 
present  debate,  still  the  principle  of  the 
proposition  was  one  of  such  importance, 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  dealt  with  lightly, 
and  that,  tiierefore,  the  best  course  was  to 
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leave  the  whole  thing  untouched  till  all  the 
speakers  on  the  Opposition  aide  had  ex- 
hausted what  they  had  to  say,  and  then 
allow  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Robert 
Peel)  to  close  the  discussion,  (if  so  it 
might  he  called)  with  assuring  t^ie  House 
that  whatever  might  be  the  importance 
attached  to  the  subject,  he  really  could 
not  at  the  present  moment  entertain  the 
motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Rochdale, 
or  conceive  that  it  would  lead  to  any  prac- 
tical result.  He  was  willing  to  accept  their 
silence  on  that  ground.  Owing  to  this  si- 
lence on  the  part  of  Ministers,  he  felt  him- 
self under  the  necessity  of  following  some 
five  or  six  speakers  on  his  own  side.  It 
was  his  inientioD  to  support  the  motion  of 
his  hon.  Friend.  On  former  occasions  he 
had  differed  from  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Crawford),  not  in  point  of  prinriple,  but 
in  point  of  lime.  The  motion  came  before 
the  House  now  in  a  very  different  position 
from  any  in  which  it  had  been  before  in- 
troduced, and  ii  had  been  brought  for- 
ward hy  his  hon.  Friend  in  a  speech,  to 
the  moderation  and  temper  of  which  every 
one  who  had  yet  spoken  had  borne  wit- 
ness. His  hon.  Friend  had  disclaimed 
any  wish  to  pledge  any  one  to  all  the 
points  apparently  involved  in  his  motion. 
His  desire  was,  to  induce  the  House  to 
consider  those  points,  and  to  look  at  the 
present  unsatisfactory  etate  of  the  repre- 
sentatioD,  as  a  proof  of  the  necessity  of 
ultimately  working  out  a  more  complete 
representative  system.  With  regard  to  an- 
nual Parliaments,  that  was  a  point  which 
he  was  not  himself  at  this  moment  con- 
vinced would  be  beneficial.  He  should 
prefer  a  longer  time.  He  thought  three 
years  preferable  to  one;  for  be  did  not 
wish  Members  of  Parliament  to  be  so  con- 


dependence  of  action  or  freedom  from 
bias  on  their  parts  impossible,  while 
Triennial  Parliaments  would  secure  a  real, 
and  positive  responsibility.  With  regard 
to  a  property  qualification,  Scotland  was 
a  proof  that  it  might  be  dispensed  with 
safely.  He  had  voted  for  the  motion 
brought  forvrard  by  Sir  William  Moles- 
worth  to  dispense  with  the  qnalification  of 
English  Members  in  the  same  way  as  the 
qualification  of  Scotch  Members  was 
dispensed  with ;  and  as  to  the  argument 
that  it  would  introduce  men  without  any 
stake  in  the  country  into  that  House,  he 
did  not  attach  the  slightest  importance  to 
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U.  lliere  vu  alwayi  a  •nffideot  lean- 
iog  in  &TOur  of  wealtfa,  and  worldly  ad- 
vaotagei ;  and  if  there  were  a  coostituaiicy 
in  England  orer  whom  a  peculiar  bflueoce 
was  eurciied  by  the  talenti  of  a  comparS' 
tively  obicara  indindual,  and  one  who 
really  and  effectively  repreaentad  tlie  in- 
tereiti  and  feelii^  of  that  conititoeacy, 
he  sboold  be  delighted  to  eee  him  a  Mem- 
ber in  the  Hoaae  of  Conimoni,  and  he 
would  uot  iotist  npon  a  property  qnali- 
fication,  which  a  man  of  high  connections 
had  always  (he  meana  of  obtaiaing.  In- 
deed, a>  the  law  now  atood,  he  thought  that 
a  property  qualification  waivery  little  better 
than  a  (nud.  Then  came  the  question  ai 
to  the  eitent  to  which  they  were  prepared 
to  widen  the  franchise.  While  he  waa 
willing  to  go  into  the  fullest  consi- 
deratJMi  of  the  qaestbn,  be  was  not 
prepared  to  say,  that  he  would  entirely 
disconnect  the  suffrage  from  the  pos- 
session of  some  properly.  At  present  the 
limits  of  the  franchise  wmo  mncb  too 
confined.  There  was  excluded  from  the 
constitoeney  a  vast  mass  of  intelligence, 
worth,  and  sound  and  honest  feeling. 
He  wished  to  widen  the  basis  of  the  repte- 
•entHttve  system,  that  he  might  secure  the 
country  against  those  dangers  which  many 
wera  oiaposad  to  believe  would  result 
from  iu  present  noutisfactory  state.  It 
was  said,  that  great  steps  had  already 
been  taken  in  this  directiou  by  (ha  Re- 
form BUI  of  1832,  and  that  the  paopla 
were  now  much  more  folly  represented 
than  before  that  period.  This  might  be 
true ;  still  a  great  mais  of  the  people 
erea  under  that  bill,  felt  that  they  enjoyed 
only  a  virtual,  and  not  a  real  representation. 
Now,  the  idea  of  virtual  representation  he- 
iog  a  satisfsotory  substitute  for  real  re- 
presentation was  completely  eifdoded  in 
1831.  How  could  thay  recoucde  virtual 
repietenlatkn  with  Uie  cdd  saws  that  were 
in  every  body's  mouth.  They  talked  of 
taiation  and  representation  being  co-ei- 
taosive,  and  yet  Uwy  taxed  twenty  where 
one  only  was  represented.  They  not  only 
would  not  give  the  people  any  actual 
part  of  the  power  of  representation,  but 
ihey  refused  them  the  right  to  inquire 
how  those  who  were  said  virtually  to 
represent  them  aiercisad  that  power. 
These  were  anomalies  which  required 
correction,  and  diicuuionalonecould  bring 
them  out  in  bold  relief  before  the  minds 
of  those  who  assnmed  the  character  of 
gevamonwdl^iihton.    Nothing  might 
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immediately  result  from  the  presmt  tto* 
tion,  nor  from  a  similar  motioo  in  Ui« 
next  yev,  or  in  the  year  following :  but 
if  the  question  were  to  be  brought  for- 
ward and  argued  ntiontUy,  divested  of 
all  those  nonsensical  theories,  which  bad 
hitherto  thrown  discredit  upon  it,  and 
with  which  it  in  reality  had  no  con- 
oection ;  if  diose,  in  short,  who  were  the 
advocates  of  a  great  change  in  tha  rem- 
sentatire  system  would  confine  themsdvM 
merely  lo  the  consideration  of  tJioM 
moral  and  rational  msans  by  whieb  th^ 
object  might  be  eSected,  they  would 
ultimately  succeed.  They  might  then 
with  more  justice  urge  their  cause,  and  it 
would  be  difficnlt,  if  not  impossible,  to 
resist  a  motion  of  this  nature,  and  it 
would  soon  bocome  the  law  of  the  land. 
That  was  his  conviction.  He  believed  it 
was  a  question  of  time,  and  time  only. 
He  believed  the  cause  was  founded  in 
justice,  and  that  no  power  could  prevent 
it  from  being  finally  inccessful.  It  had 
been  urged  as  a  reason  sgaiost  the  ex- 
tension of  the  fraachisa  that  It  would  be 
rattused.  Was  the  use  of  the  fiaiwhiaa 
at  the  present  time  so  perfectly  immsou- 
late?  Were  those  psrties  who  had 
appeared  before  the  committees  of  that 
House  so  disinterested,  and  so  patrntie 
in  the  use  of  the  franchise,  that  tbe  work- 
ing etassea  ought  to  besatisfiad  with  teeing 
tlu  representation  exqlusivdy  confided  to 
their  bsjidi  ?  Need  he  ask  tbme  queatiaiM  t 
Why,  scenes  more  immoral,  nun  dis* 
honest,  and  mora  revolting  to  all  just 
priocipUs,  had  been  recently  revewed 
before  election  committees  than  had  evn 
beforabeeu  recorded.  He  did  not  ears 
on  which  side  these  offences  were  fbnnd  i 
both  sides  were  equally  guilty.  Tha  only 
question  between  them  was,  on  which  side 
the  greatest  number  would  be  found  out. 
He  should  be  perfectly  satisfied  to  vote  for 
the  disfiraDchiseneDt  of  Sudbun ;  but  be 
should  think  it  very  hard,  if  all  the  corrupt 
practices  were  to  be  considered  as  confined 
to  his  side  of  tlie  House,  because  the  late 
represenUtives  of  Sndhury  happened  to 
belong  to  the  liberal  ude.  But  he  might 
he  told,  that  the  poorer  the  voter  was,  the 
more  likely  it  was  he  would  be  infloeuced 
by  bad  motives  in  the  exentise  of  the  fran- 
chise. Ha  would  not  and  could  not  ^ ''I 
lieve  it.  Wealth  was  no  guarantee  "IfL.— 
corraptibility.  He  believed  there  v'  i,., 
as  much  corruption  in  that  House  u  _q-m 
any  cooitiiaency  in  the  kiogdr  ^cl 
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certainty  t  difiennt  tort  of  cotraption ; 
but  it  wM  an  appeal  to  a  nao'i  pemnal 
visbei,  wantBi  and  tmbEtion,  Penonally, 
ever*  Member  mi|ht  hare  bii  own  motivei 
and  indneenienUm  ^ring  bit  rote.  There 
wai  JQit  a*  mach  comiption  in  a  bine  rib- 
bon u  in  a  bribery  oflwoforereigrii.  There 
wasjuit  as  much  conuplion  in  (ubMrTing 
the  purpoaet  of  claii-iDtereiti,  ai  in  any 
pecuniary  inflneocet  that  could  be  eier- 
ciaed  over  the  poorer  voter.  Why^  the 
quettnn  of  the  Corn-lavi,  wii  altogether 
one  of  corrupt  inflaenee.  The  vhole  clau- 
interett  of  agriculture  mi  bribed  by  it. 
80,  again,  with  respect  to  theiugar  duties 
— all  the  West-India  cIbm  were  corrupted 
by  them  ;  as  were  those  connected  with 
the  ihfpping  iotereit  by  the  limber  duties. 
He  could  go  on  thus,  and  enumerste  Gfty 


n  of  corruption,  which,  ifproperly  ap- 

.  by  a  ditcrimtnating  Minister  would 

always  have  the  eRect  of  carrying  certain 


objecli,  which  certain  parties  might  think 
it  desirable  for  their  own  interests  to  oarry, 
whatever  m^ht  be  the  effect  of  them  upon 
the  public  interest.  He  would  admit,  not 
only  for  the  argument  salie,  but  is  a  fact, 
that  by  tbe  eitenston  of  the  suffrage, 
amoy  penom  would  obtain  the  fraochiie, 
who  would  yield  to  corrupt  inflaencei. 
But  wera  there  not  cbecki  to  reduce  Ibis 
evil  to  iti  iraelleii  amount  T  If  the  lyi- 
ten  of  secret  voting  were  Mtabllihed,  and 
if  the  country  ware  divided  into  electoral 
dhtricts,  on  a  lii^  basil,  security  would 
be  giren  against  corruption,  by  the  eic- 
l«nt  to  which  it  must  be  cnrried,  on  the 
one  side,  snd  the  uncertainty  of  the 
issue,  on  the  other.  That  wbi  the  only 
Kcnrity  they  could  get.  If  he  were 
aiked  whether  he  thought  the  poorer 
elaiaei  of  voters  were  more  disposed  to 
corraption  than  the  higher,  he  should  lay 
"decidedly  not."  He  represented  a  popu- 
Istion  of  100,000  penoni,  among  whom 
there  were  ouly  4,000  voten.  But  he 
had  always  considered  the  opinions  of 
those  who  did  not  possess  the  franchise 
to  be  quite  as  imporiant  as  the  opinions  of 
Ihoie  who  did  possess  it ;  and  quite  as  free 
hom  anycorrnpt  influences.  Menofharder 
beads,  sounder  intellect,  of  more  honesty 
and  better  feeling,  than  he  had  fbnnd 
among  the  working  classes,  could  not  be 
i«u  (netwithinanygradeofsocieiy.  He  would 
piCKMy  more;  there  was  a  freshness  and  a 
d  about  them,  which  was 
im  tbe  general  character 
bwkDiid  confjtitoency 


pieieMj  more;  mere  wai 
piopot^ndnesi  of  mind  ab 
ihuit  jy  different  from  t 


They  took  a    deeper 
c  mattan,  and  were  more 


of  the  country, 
intereit  in  public 
open  to  convicliDn,  and  were  always  more 
ditpoied  to  act  fairly,  than  those  who  as- 
sumed a  sort  of  exclusive,  and  hereditary 
right  to  exercise  the  franchise.  These 
men  were,  at  the  present  moment,  in  a 
very  formidable  state  of  organisation. 
They  had  their  own  leaders,  and  posseiied 
the  means  of  combining  their  powen 
Ihronghoat  the  whole  country.  It  was  true 
they  had  mixed  up  with  the  suffrage  ques- 
tion some  very  impracticable  scberaei. 
But  why  was  this?  It  was  because  the 
Legislature  refused  to  them  the  only  safe 
end  legitimate  mode  of  giving  expression 
to  iheir  opinions.  This  refusal  forced  the 
working  classes  to  follow  tbe  guidance  of 
bad  and  mischievous  leaders.  When  the 
Reform  Bill  was  achieved  by  the  united 
exertions  of  the  people,  they  natur- 
ally expected  a  more  cardial  interchange 
of  opinions  between  them  and  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Commons ;  but  in 
that  they  had  been  disappointed.  The 
Members  of  a  reformed  Parliament  had 
not  ^own  to  the  people  that  frankness  of 
eommnnication  and  that  kindness  and 
»mpBthy  which  was  expected  from  them. 
This  it  was  which  had  alienated  the  great 
masi  of  the  people  from  them  (the  House 
of  Comtnons),  What,  then,  was  the  re- 
medy for  all  this?  i^e  remedy,  accord- 
ing to  his  judgment,  consisted  mainly  in 
the  adoption  of  the  principle  embodied  in 
the  motion  now  under  consideration.  It 
would  soothe  the  angry  and  dissatisfied 
feelings  which  at  present  pervaded  the 
minds  of  tbe  working  population  of  tbe 
country.  It  would  convince  ihem  that 
there  did  exiit  a  sympathy  on  the  part  of 
iha  Legislature  of  the  empire  towards 
them ;  and  that  their  exclusmn  from  the 
pale  of  the  constitution  was  not  to  be 
eternal.  And  what  vras  the  ailment 
used  against  the  adoption  of  this  motion  T 
It  was  tbe  same  that  had  ever  been  nied 
against  tbe  adoption  of  every  hberal  prin. 
cjple ;  It  was  that  which  waa  always  urged 
against  every  concession  of  popular  rig^ta, 
namely,  that  if  change  once  began,  no- 
body knew  where  it  would  stop.  Dur- 
ing the  discussions  on  the  question  of 
Catholic  Emancipation,  Mr.  Canning  had 
to  meet  this  argument,  and  to  grapple  with 
those  who  relied  to  coneede  anything, 
upon  the  plea,  that  the  Catholic  religion 
wns  a  mere  idol  worship— that  all  Catho. 
Irb  wen  bigoti — and,  above  i^>  tbit  ibait 
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leaden  were  dangeron .  fflen— and  he  (Mr. 
Ward)  recollected  bjf  utiag  that  aoble  and 
iDflriiorable  figure  in  which  he  laid  : — 

"  If  yon  wish  to  cnre  men  of  idol  ironhip, 
throw  ppeo  the  temple  of  the  conitiiutioD,  and 
let  them  see  the  real  diTioity  eoahriaed 
within." 

That  was  the  systein  to  adopt  with  the 
working  clasie*.  If  they  were  now  in  bad 
hands,  tlie  best  way  to  rescue  ihetn  waa 
to  give  then  a  share  in  the  legislaiion  or 
(he  country ;  let  them  hare  a  fair  propor- 
tion of  legislatire  power.  Without  pledg- 
ing himself,  therefore,  totally  to  disconnect 
the  franchise  from  a  property  qualification, 
but  at  the  same  time  wishing  to  give  every 
man  the  hope  and  prospect  of  enjoying 
it,  be  should  most  cordially  support  the 
tnotron  of  his  hon.  Friend. 

Sir  J.  Qraham  said,  it  had  been  very 
far  from  his  intention  to  address  the  House 
upon  this  question  to-oight :  but,  afier 
what  had  fiillen  from  the  hon.  Member 
for  Sheffield  (Mr.  Ward),  he  felt  it  necea- 
tary  to  aay  a  few  words.  A  total  silence 
OD  his  side  of  the  Housa  might  be  consi- 
dered disrespectful,  if  not  to  the  Home 
itself,  at  leait  to  a  lai^  class  of  the 
people.  He  need  hardly  say,  that  there 
was  no  such  intentioD  of  disrespect ;  still 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  offer  a  few  obaerva- 
tions  to  the  House.  He  was  forcibly  strnck 
by  an  observatioQ  of  an  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  spoken  in  the  course  of  the 
debate,  who  said  that  his  anxiety  was  not 
ao  much  for  the  sake  of  what  the  success 
of  the  present  motion  would  in  itself  effect, 
as  for  the  sake  of  the  benefit  which  would 
result  from  the  fact  of  the  work  of  legis- 
lation going  on  rapidly  and  diumally  upon 
the  railroad  of  reform,  by  which  they  were 
descending  on  the  inclined  plane  tliat 
would  finally  land  them  upon  the  level  of 
the  Charter.  He  agreed  in  this  view; 
for  the  real  question  was  neither  more  nor 
less  than  this — should  they  adopt  the 
principle  of  the  five  points  in  tbe  People's 
Charter  ?  The  hon.  Member  for  Sheffield 
had  said  that  it  was  merely  a  question  of 
time ;  he  would  say  that  it  was  a  question 
of  degree.  When  he  carried  himself  back 
to  the  discussion  of  the  Reform  Bill  in 
1831,  he  remembered  with  what  acclama- 
tions were  received  the  large  popular 
conceuions  that  were  then  made  by  Earl 
Grey,  and  what  importance  was  attached 
to  tlie  extent  of  those  concessions,  and 
how  intense  was  tbe  joy  with  which  ihey 
were  received  by  a  grateful  nation.    But 


to-night  thou  conceuions  h&d  beea 
trest^  tvith  contempt.  ["  No,  no,"]  Teal 
with  contempt ;  they  had  been  spoken  of 
with  derision,  and  it  had  been  asserted^ 
that  tbe  franchise  which  was  given  by  the 
Reform  Bill  was  absolutely  worthless. 
["  No,  no."]  No  I  Why  it  had  been  con- 
tended, that  the  present  system  of  repre- 
sentation was  not  real  representation, 
because  it  was  not  universal ;  that  it  wai 
merely  virtual  representation.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Coventry  had  entered  into  an 
analysis  to  show  the  large  number  of 
Members  returned  by  small  constituencies, 
while  the  larger  conEtituenciea  did  not 
possess  a  greater  share  in  the  representa- 
tion. All  ibis  he  most  frankly  admitted. 
It  never  was  professed  at  the  time  that 
tbe  Reform  Act  was  proposed,  that  the 
principle  of  representation  was  population, 
and  not  property.  On  tlie  contrary,  it 
was  denied  that  numbers  were  to  be  the 
basis  of  the  representative  scheme ;  atid 
it  was  as  frankly  avowed,  that  the  system 
was  to  rest  upon  property.  Therefore, 
there  was  no  dissimilation  in  the  opinton 
he  entertained  at  the  time  the  Reform 
Bill  oassed  and  that  which  he  now  de- 
clared, namely,  that  he  did  not  desire  to 
see  the  system  of  representation  rest  npon 
numbers  to  the  exclusion  of  all  considera- 
tion of  propeKy.  But  to  be  sincere,  be 
was  bound  to  say,  that  they  were  to-night 
discussing  an  abstract  proposition,  and 
the  real  practical  question  which  this 
■abject  involved,  was  neither  more  nor 
less  than  this — what  should  be  the  tbrm 
of  Government  under  which  they  were 
henceforth  to  live?  If  this  system  of 
representation  were  to  be  established,  he 
was  satisfied  that  the  limited  mon- 
archical form  of  Government,  under 
which  they  now  lived,  would  not  sur- 
vive a  century.  It  could  not  and  it 
ought  not.  If  the  principle  of  representa- 
tion were  based  on  numbers,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  property,  then  the  present  distribu- 
tion of  property  in  this  country  could  not 
be  sustained,  and  that  dormant  popular 
principle  to  which  effect  would  necessarily 
be  given,  must  put  down,  and  ought  to 
put  down  both  the  Crown  and  tbe  aristo- 
cracy. This  subject  was  maturely  consi- 
dered by  those  eminent  men  with  whom 
he  had  the  honour  of  being  associated 
when  the  Reform  Bill  was  introduced. 
He  was  sorry,  that  what  he  was  about  to 
state  could  not  be  conSrmed  by  the  testi- 
mony of  those  who  were  cognizant  of  its    : 
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troth.  But  in  tfae  abaence  of  those  who, 
iftbey  were  present,  could  not  contradict 
him,  he  might  uy  that,  admitting  the 
dangeious  extreme  to  which  he  then 
thought  the  aristocratic  iofliieiice  pre- 
vailed over  the  popular  influence,  the 
QoTernmeat  applied  as  a  corrective,  the 
utmost  measures  that  were  not  inconiis- 
teut  with  the  maiateQance  of  the  ancieut 
iustitutioDi  of  the  country.  He  fell,  at 
that  time,  that  tbey  (the  then  Ministers) 
were  fully  justified  in  declaring  that,  as 
far  as  they  were  concerned,  it  was  tbeir 
ultimatum.  He  bad  seen  do  reason  since 
to  change  his  opinion  ;  and  he  did  think 
that,  consisteotlj  with  the  safety  of  the 
monarchical  Government  under  which  they 
bad  still  the  happiness  to  live,  the  popular 
influence  which  was  afforded  by  the  Re- 
form Bill  through  the  medium  of  that  as- 
sembly (the  House  of  Commons)  went  to 
the  full  extent  comistently  with  the  main- 
tenance of  those  iostitulions.  He  bad 
nerer  receded  from  the  opinions  which  be 
at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  that  measure 
entertained,  and  he  honestly  entertained  it 
now,  Tomotionsof  this  description,  there- 
fore, he  was  bound  to  give  his  opposition. 
Whatever  abstract  semblance  of  advan- 
tage or  justice  they  might  assume,  he  could 
not  but  look  upon  them  as  practically  full 
of  danger — danger  no  less  than  that  of 
overthrowing  the  monarchical  Government 
of  this  country. 

Mr.  O'Comull:  I  confess  I  have  heard 
with  some  surprise  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
prophesy,  that  if  ibis  motion  should  be 
carried,  it  would  be  the  destruction  of  the 
peerage,  and  the  annihilation  of  regal 
power  in  this  country.  I  am  surprised  to 
near  the  right  hon.  Baronet  use  such 
words,  because  I  am  old  enough  to  recol- 
lect that  he  was  charged  as  one  of  those 
refonning  Ministers  of  whom  he  has  spoken 
with  havmg  attempted  to  realise  this  very 
propheg.  It  was  during  the  discussion 
of  UiQ  Refoim  Bill  declared,  that  if  that 
naeasnTe  were  carried,  the  peerage  was 
gone  and  the  Crown  destroyed.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  then  very  properly 
repudiated  the  prophecy,  and  derided  the 
prophet:  he  has  now,  however,  thought  it 
right  to  assume  a  directly  opposite  cha- 
racter ;  and,  without  presuming  to  speak 
of  him  with  derision  or  disrespect,  I  treat 
with  the  same  repudiation  and  iDdtSerence 
the  prophecies  which  he  has  now  himself 
pat  foilh.  The  hope  held  out  to  the 
peo'pls  of  EogUnd— and  I  me  that  word 
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as  expressive  of  the  inhalntants  of  the 
three  countries — when  the  Reform  Bill 
was  passed,  was,  that  we  should  have  a 
popular  representation.  It  was  the  very 
foundation  of  the  measure  of  the  noble 
Lord,  now  the  Member  for  London  (Lord 
John  Russell).  We  then  thought  it  was  a 
great  boon,  because  we  were  led  to  believe 
that  we  shoald  have  a  popular  representa- 
tion. For  alihough  it  would  not  be  uni- 
versal, nor  anything  equivalent  to  it,  still 
it  would  be  so  extensive  as  to  give  to  the 
Members  of  ibis  House  a  station,  a  power, 
and  a  responsibility,  that  would  enable 
them  to  represent  e£Bcienlly  the  British 
people.  The  noble  Lord  (Lord  John 
Russell)  on  that  memorable  occasion 
began  bis  speech  by  referring  to  the 
statute  of  the  -^fith  of  Edward  1st,  for 
the  principle  that  no  British  subject 
should  be  taxed  without  his  own  con- 
sent, it  being  the  statute  of  "  De  TallagiQ 
non  Concedendo  ;"  the  very  first  words  of 
which  declared  that,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  archbishops,  bishops,  barons, 
knights,  burgesses,  and  other  freemen  of 
England,  no  aid  should  be  levied  lor  the 
support  of  the  Crown.  It  was,  during  tfae 
discussion  of  the  Reform  Bill,  conceded 
the  principle  of  taxation  was  not  so  acted 
on  ;  and  that  it  was  desirable  to  bring  the 
constitution  of  the  House  acnearly  to  that 
principle  of  taxation  as  possible.  Upon 
that  ground,  we  thought  the  Reform  Bill  a 
great  concession;  upon  that  ground  it  was 
supported  by  the  Radicals  of  the  House,  as 
well  as  the  mere  Whig  Reformers.  Upon 
that  ground  I  myself,  as  a  mere  humble 
individual,  avow  that  I  supported  it,  and 
the  reason  why  I  seek  further  reform  is 
that  we  have  been  deceived.  The  people 
bave  been  disappointed.  The  Reform  Bill 
has  not  given  the  people  an  influence  in 
this  House  which  represents  particular 
classes  only ;  that  being  an,  the  principle 
of  reform  has  not  been  obtained,  and, 
therefore,  we  are  entitled  to  say,  that  it 
has  not  yielded  that  benefit  which  we  had 
a  right  to  demand.  Now,  let  us  see  faow 
we  stand  with  regard  to  facta.  Is  there 
any  dispute  as  to  ibis  fact — that  the  peo- 
ple of  England  are  divided  into  two 
classes  ?  First,  the  master  class,  who  have 
votes  for  representatives,  and  a  voice, 
therefore,  in  thii  House  in  the  making  and 
enactment  of  laws:  and,  secondly,  ihe 
slave  class,  who  have  no  votes,  no  voice, 
no  share,  no  influence  in  legislation,  but 
are  bound  to  obey  laws  made  by  others. 
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When  OM  cliM  iiiKkcB  the  laws  «iih 
which  uotbfr  hu  nothing  to  do  but  to 
(Aey,  that  other  claw  i>  a  alafe  dais. 
Nobody  can  dsiiy  that  aach  U  the  pre- 
sMt  BituatioD  of  the  people ;  nobody 
tan  dCDj  that  the  maalei  cUaa  ia  relative-  i 
1]  iinall,  and  the  ilava  claai  poaiiiralv 
nanerDus.  Id  the  moat  favoarni  pat  of 
EDgUndi  not  more  than  twenty  in  every 
hundred  have  the  right  of  voting  for  re- 
preientaUiea :  eighty  per  cent,  have  &o 
francluK.  In  m;  country  the  diapropor- 
lioa  ii  even  greater.  The  popnlatioa  of 
the  couDtj  of  TipperBTy  is  more  than 
480,000,  aod  the  nvmb^  of  eivctora  not 
more  Ihan  about  2,000.  Ought  thai  in- 
equality to  continue  ?  Ii  that  the  contti- 
tution  ?  When  you  find  that  your  Reform 
Act  avowedly  fiUa  to  infinitely  ahort  of 
the  teaionable  hopes  of  the  people  ai  k- 
gardf  the  auSrage,  what  ia  to  be  done? 
la  the  defect  t«  remain  without  a  remedy  ? 
Will  yov  remedy  it,  or  will  you  leave  the 
ramedy  to  others  ?  That  is  the  question.  I 
want  to  know  what  is  the  leal  ground  of 
the  preference  you  give  to  the  maslet- 
dau  over  tbaslava-clua?  Whet  grounda 
of  leaaon  or  conman  sense  can  you  assign 
for  it!  When  the  sUtnt*  i>e  Tallagio 
CoMudendo  was  paasad,  it  ended  with 
"  freemen,"  and  wny?  Because  there  was 
then  a  class  which  waa  not  consulted — 
the  ^ave>«lass,  admitted  slavea,  alavm 
who  were  properly.  Now,  under  the  pre- 
tence that  there  are  no  slaves,  you  are,  in 
truth,  continuing  the  slavs-ciaM  of  the 
period  to  which  I  have  referred.  The 
right  hen.  Baronet  talla  ua  that  when  the 
Refonn  Act  was  passed,  not  population, 
but  property,  waa  considered.  What  pro- 
perty have  freenwo,  let  me  ask  }  What 
property  have  those  who  acquire  the  fran- 
chise by  servitude  ?  You  give  the  luffraga 
to  the  101.  hooseholder — what  property 
has  be  ?  H«  may  be  liable  to  pay  a  rent  of 
50/.,  or  of  500/.,  but  because  he  occupies 
a  bouse  of  lOJ.  a  year,  yon  give  him  tba 
right  10  votfc  Again,  you  give  it  to  the 
man  who  pays  5(ii.  a  year  rent  in  a  county. 
He  baa  no  tenure,  and  £0/.  may  be  donhu 
the  value  of  hia  holding — what  property 
baa  he?  You  allow  the  franchise  lo  a  par- 
ticular kind  of  copyhold,  and  rafosa  it  to 
another.  What  rule  or  system  ia  there  in 
this?  You  have  introduced  nncertaia  and 
fantealical  retlrictions,  and  what  do  we 
do?  We  call  upon  you  to  abolish  them. 
Coaiidcr  every  man  who  pays  taxes,  whe- 
ther directly  or  indirectly,  enUtlad  to  vota 


for  his  repreientatin,  and  let  mm  tell  yaa 
that  there  Is  no  nan,  however  poor,  tkat 
you  do  not  lake  propeiU  frook  If  yon 
take  property  from  him,  I  say  that  ha  mw 
a  right  M  bia  share  ia  the  coastiution  : 
he  has  a  right  to  it  by  the  principle  of  !»■ 
presentation :  h«  has  a  r^t  to  it  Iq  ra»- 
son  of  his  common  humanity,  for  naUH* 
and  nature's  Qod  have  stanpM  )«•  with 
no  superiority.  Nature  has  given  jem  u» 
addiuonal  claimi-  Yon  daro  aott  ia  thm* 
days,  assart  the  doctrine  of  year  pi*> 
eminenos  and  wisloorMy  uoder  the  feudal 
aystera  ia  yoot  words,  and  yon  «•-  net  to 
be  ptmKted  to  assert  it  practkalh  ia 
your  deeds.  B«t  yen  have  goaa  »  ludl- 
crona  length  npon  tbit  anbtecl,  and  hMo 
arrived  at  ludioroos  naults.  You  VKtam 
two  Btembera  from  the  conniy  of  Tipparapy, 
tba  popolatioD  of  whieh  is  482,908,  u4 
tbe  number  of  votera  3,468  :  yoo  give  tba 
aame  number  of  members  to  IVctfoidi 
which  has  a  population  of  3,462,  aid  » 
coaatitoency  of  only  152  voton.  Th«M 
ia  an  inequality  attU  mora  gtarii^.  At 
Harwich,  there  are  4,237  iohabbaota  and 
181  voters;  while  the  Weet  Riding  of 
¥oi1ubire>  with  a  populaiiooof  1^S9,134, 
and  a  consiituency  of  S0,132, 
only  tbe  samo  bubW  of 
Thus,  by  your  teat  of  pre^svty,  yo« 
give  to]  30,000  electors  no  mor»  repi*- 
sentatioa  than  yoa  give  to  181  eltotofs.  lo 
this  (tate  of  things  to  last  7  Caa  it  last  ? 
You  insist  ako  that  Paiiianeot  shall  «en- 
tinuo  for  aeven  years.  By  what  ligbt? 
The  title  to  tbe  Cnmn  (ana  tbera  ounot 
bo  a  better  title  in  the  worid)  ia  aised  up 
with  the  daratioB  of  Patliamanta.  The 
lanM  transaction  which  ^va  tko  Ch»«b 
to  one  family  and  look  it  from  aaotbar, 
gave  tbe  pei^o  trienaial  PatliamaMa. 
How  have  ^ey  tost  tbem  T  By  tba  eaor- 
ciae  of  power  in  opposition  to  jaetico  s 
I^  the  gtosBost  violation  of  coaatitutioBal 
right.  Tho  trioonial  right  of  tho  fievol»> 
tion  baa  been  wrested  from  tbe  peeploj 
and  why  waa  it  wreated? — bacauaa  tb« 
people  were  uareprsseniad.  Tbo  motioa 
before  the  House  bints  at  aanual  PMli»> 
DMflts :  [  prefer  Uienntal,  and  thtf  terai 
waa  fixed  at  the  Revolution,  i  prebf  it, 
from  a  convicUon  that  "iTi"f'  elcctioM 
would  be  taken  aa  mattera  too  mueb  «C 
course ;  thwe  would  be  noie  difieidi^  aa 
raaoviag  an  ottjectionaUe  maa  if  PantOk 
■eoUwete  annual.  Ilisloimd  byoipwH 
eace  thai  people  wilt  not  t^  the  tiovbla  to 
NBove  a  aaa  vban  ih*  choice  ia  Tirfili 


y  Google 


941  S^firmiK  {Aveil21} 

bvt  whM  it  M  to  ADdara  lor  three  jetn 
dwy  wUI  Ihuk  MriooBlj  of  it,  tod  exei- 
ciM  more  can  tad  caatioR.  i,  tbeTefore, 
gttti  BTMlf  aguMt  a*r  mppoied  eon- 
iiMRtcB  in  a  ptopofitioit  which  mj  jndg- 
BMBl  dou  Bol  appron.  I  «ra  decidedly 
Cm  uirBKial  ParwtBiMta ;  bat  yon  refne 
anm  lb*  coMidenlioa  of  tho  ^Mttie*. 
Tb«N  »  aikotbw  point  of  itapottaon 
BMtieetaJ  with  this  tniMct— it  n  ibe 
Wlot.  Hb«  it  bMB  dmiad  aineo  tkb 
PwliMMiH  Mt,  that  at  Ike  lul  alMlioB 
tboN  fMrailed  man  diy awful  and  pnt- 
BigpMfl  bnberf  Ihaa  M  any  preWoas  ele»- 
lini  in  the  biawry  of  the  House  of 
GooHaoMl  I  McmM  both  paitiea,  sod 
boA  pattiaa  hare  all  along  been  aocuaed. 
H  lh«  Mvrnmg  ChrtmeU  cAaiged  one  aide 
tOLdajTf  it  was  beanao  Ae  Timn  bad 
cbiraed  tba  olb«  side  yeaieidaj.  I  have 
baaid  it  adniUed  i*  Ibia  Hoase.  I  do 
■at  nean  lo  BiuiMte,  but  I  thiiA  the 
right  baa.  BaroBet  allribttled  it  to  the 
btfget  eoaatilMaciaa :  at  all  event*,  ti 
wat  not  dnied,  and  we  mmj  vAt  h  to 
ham  bean  eqaal.  There  m  not  the 
aaaUeat  danbt  Ibat  bribery  was  ntTer  so 
gnat  aor  so  barafaocd,  ami  it  ha*  abeedy 
bagm  to  appew  eten  ifaroa^  the  dell 
nidiam  of  tanaMlteea.  What  is  bribery  1 
Tbt  nast  MpthcipM  crine  thM  can  be 
CMdBilied ;  it  is  Bggra«M«d  by  aH  tb« 
barren  of  peiivy;  it  faniHaraa*  Ibe 
paUie  niad  wilh  A»  basest  iwiqaity,  and 
deoetalittsit  ftomoneeod  of  Ibe  country 
tOBOolbar.  Ton  an  raligioaB;  you  boast 
of  yo«r  rriigiaBa  pnacr^es,  aad  at  ibe 
laM  dectiott  much  was  said  «f  die  diiin- 
OBCO  batwssn  oae  nrt  erf  Cbristian  and 
amtber.  You  are  load  n  ptoftssions  of 
yoor  pnn  Cfarinianty,  bat  where  is  the 
roality?  Yoa  ofajeat  to  Ibe  baUoi,  and 
wy  tbat  it  wH)  inereaae  bribery  in  snail 
OPtlifeaCTea.  I  an  not  of  tbat  opiaion. 
]  tbrok  bribery  wiH  bo  nade  exeeedhigty 
diffirak;  it  wdl  be  a  ernainal  conspincy, 
asd  gcatlenen  will  not  like  to  become 
Ibfl  otjscts  of  indictEaent,  wbeo  il  is  next 
to  inpMwble  to  escape  detection.  At  atl 
avcMs,  this  objoetioa  only  applin  lo  msit 
OBMtiWnncin ;  and  I  have  the  testimony 
•f  the  ri^ht  hoB.  Baronet^  thai  at  the  last 
liaeticM  it  ptavailed  in  large  as  wdl  as  in 
smH  ooBSttttHBcies.  [Sir  /.  Graham: 
No.)  If  I  nistain  tbe  nght  hon.  Baronet, 
]  consade  tbe  point  at  oace ;  bat  without 
that  evidenos,  tha  fact  is  Mdoubced,  and 
bas  been  npeatedl;  atowed.  Thea  all 
mk  iM,  tbat  ytm  will  take  tbia  step  : 
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favow  of  monlity;  give  tbe  ballot  lo 
large  conitituencies.  Prove  tbe  Eiocerity 
of  your  rdigious  principles  by  doing  what 
yon  can  to  inpiora  tbe  norals  of  the 
lower  orders.  I  do  not  mean  to  detaia 
the  Homo  at  any  length  on  the  questioH 
of  the  qoaltfoatioB  of  Hetnbers.  Then 
was  BO  qnalidcation  in  tbe  Iririi  Paiiia- 
ment  before  tbe  Union;  then  is  Doodn. 
lificattOB  IB  Scotland  at  the  preaent  day. 
Uenbera  te  tbe  Uninrsiliea  nqnin  bb 
(]ialifiea(ioB  i  tbe  sob*  of  Peers  need  an 
qaalificalieD.  lliis  is  a  question  Wbicb 
dflserres  inquiry.  Studl  qualificatioB,  or 
shall  it  Bot,  oootiuBC  ?  I  an  an  advocate 
for  peactable  vefsn^— far  tranquil  pro- 
gressioB — for  the  gradoa)  adoptioa  of  tb* 
prineiples  of  public  liberty.  I  know  Ihst 
these  subjects  ban  tbrBcrly  been  taken 
up  with  violesce  out  of  door*.  I  know 
that  wbat  is  cslled  the  charter  hn  given 
rise  to  K  great  deal  of  misapprehension ; 
bnt  wbat  has  become  of  the  violence  of 
the  ebartista  t  Even  now  it  has  pasaed 
away,  and  men  are  taking  tbe  lead  srho 
are  atlerly  incap^la  of  invohiag  tbeai- 
selres  in  any  specin  of  vitJence.  I 
h«re  already  trespassed  too  long  oa 
tbe  slleBlioa  of  tbe  Houee,  and  all 
I  want  10  show  is,  tbat  we  btvs 
a  eae  far  BKiniry,  and  to  pat  that 
ease  as  distinctly  aa  1  can.  I  cannot  cn~ 
d«e  tbe  Ihon^  of  tschidiBg  sach  a  nnl- 
tiiude  of  people  fton  their  right  of  being 
repreaeatM.  I  am  eatitled  lo  say,  that 
yoa  cannot  produce  the  wdl  working  of 
th*  prennt  syaien  in  ils  favour.  Befora 
tbe  paaaiBg  ef  tbe  Reform  Act  we  were 
told,  that  ahhBugb  it  waa  trao  ibat  iast 
principles  were  violatad,  tbe  system  woned 
weU.  Worked  well  1  How  bad  it  worked 
weU  7  Let  history  answer;  ear  wars,  oar 
debt,  oar  snormoua  amount  of  tazatinr. 
Then  burdens  vera  broogbt  upon  the 
coontry  by  well  working  of  ibe  ohi  system. 
Tbe  Reform  Act  has  been  tried,  and  it 
has  nitigBted  fsw  of  oar  evils.  At  this 
Dtonent  ifao  refusal  lo  allow  tbe  people  to 
partieipate  in  the  lepresentalioB  is  alleged 
as  the  cause  of  tbe  overwhehniag  distren 
which  every  hno.  Member  bas  adaritled. 
Distress  arid  mitery  prevail  hi  all  parts  of 
the  kioedom.  The  people  sre  deprived  of 
their  inberent  right  to  vote  for  repressnla- 
tiree,  and  all  we  ask  is  a  committee  to  in. 
quire  snd  to  bring  tbe  ^ts  distinctly  be- 
fore the  House.  When  tbon  facts 
have  been  ascertained,  let  the  House 
docida  whether  it  »  pnfcnbit  to  ooa- 
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tinug  the  tyatecB  as  it  ii, 
abuses. 

Mr.  Wakley:  I  caoDot  but  feel  sorry 
lliRt  we  do  not  still  see  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
roDef  (Sir  J.  GrBham)  od  (his  side  of  the 
House.  Od  such  a  question  I  almoit  ex- 
pected to  find  him  among  usagaiu.  Tbere 
IS  plenty  of  room  for  bim  do  these  benches, 
for  his  former  CoUeagnes,  I  regret  to  say, 
are  not  here.  I  hardly  think  this  a  fair 
course.  If  men  entertain  political  prin- 
ciples, the  least  ve  can  expect  of  them  is 
that  they  should  attend  in  their  places  to 
■uppoit  them.  What  are  we  to  infer  from 
their  absence— from  the  absence  of  those 
who  brought  in  and  supported  the  Reform 
Act  7  We  are  placed  by  it  in  a  consider- 
able difBculty,  because  we  are  unacquain- 
ted with  our  own  strength.  Are  they  or 
are  they  not  favourable  to  the  proposed 
change?  I  conclnde  from  their  absence 
that  they  are  not ;  then  we  must  fight  the 
battle  by  ourseWes,  and  1  advise  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  now  sit  on  the  back 
benches  to  come  forward  and  occupy  the 
deserted  seats.  Whatever  they  may  do, 
I  hope  that  the  present  First  Minister  of 
the  Crown  will  favour  the  House  by  in- 
forming it  whether  we  may  expect  anything 
from  him.  We  have  not  yet  heard  much 
from  the  other  side,  and  1  am  sorry  for  it, 
because  they  are  likely  to  hear  more  of 
this  question  by  and  by.  Such  discussions 
can  scarcely  be  too  often  repeated :  in- 
stead of  making  this  a  Sessional  motion, 
we  ought  to  make  it  a  monthly  one  ;  and 
it  is  a  suggestion  I  shall  oSer  to  those  out 
of  doors  who  are  now  endeavouring  to 
agitate  the  public  mind  on  the  question. 
It  cannot  be  too  frequently  brought  before 
the  House  in  this  innocent  and  harmless 
way.  Is  it  not  curious  to  observe  the  pre- 
MDt  state  of  the  House?  Here  is  a  sub- 
ject that  occupies  and  agitates  the  minds 
of  millions :  they  are  looking  forward  with 
intense  anxiety  to  the  issue  of  this  debate, 
and  yet  we  see  here  little  better  than 
empty  benches.  Hon.  Members  do  not 
seem  to  be  at  all  aware  of  what  is  passing 
in  society  on  this  subject,  and  it  is  but  too 
plain  and  palpable  that  they  do  not  repre- 
sent the  people.  Considering  what  is  the 
theory  of  ijie  constitntion,  it  is  really 
painful  to  reflect  what  is  the  practice  of 
Parliament.  In  theory  we  hold  that  every 
man  is  represented,  and  what  is  the  prac- 
tice? Is  the  conduct  of  the  House  in 
accordance  with  public  opinion  ?  To  this 
question  a  UDiventtl  native  must  be 


given.  Our  proceedings  are  adverse  to 
the  feelings  and  wishes  of  the  people.  If 
our  measures  were  fouuded  in  justice, 
would  the  people  so  often  approach  diu 
House  with  petitions  and  complaints?  The 
people  think  our  coarse  of  legislation  of>- 
pressive  and  injurious,  and  those  heiewho 
sympathise  with  the  people  demand  a 
change.  How  long  is  the  present  stats  of 
things  to  continue?  It  is  admitted  that 
the  Reform  Act  has  been  a  failure ;  it  was 
expected  that  alter  it  was  passed,  popular 
opinion  and  sentiment  would  be  reflected 
here.  It  is  not  reflected,  and  I  naintain 
that  an  alteration  is  necessary,  and  that 
no  good  can  be  effected  for  the  people 
until  they  are  fully  and  fairly  represented 
here.  The  motion  of  my  hon.  Friend  has 
been  so  prudently  and  carefully  framed, 
that  any  Member  who  wishes  for  any  de- 
gree of  improvement  in  the  preacot 
system  cannot  be  justified  in  resistiDg 
it;  and  if  a  committee  be  appointed, 
we  can  there  discuss  and  decide  any 
objections  that  may  be  n^ied.  Hy 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Coventry 
gave  a  sort  of  tabular  view  of  the  stale  <n 
the  representation  :  the  bon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Cork  did  the  same,  and  Ut 
me  ask,  is  the  House  prepared  to  justify 
that  state?  Can  itjnstify  the  preposteroot 
disproportion,  that  a  boroagh,-  like  Har. 
wich,  should  be  able  to  neutraliie  and  set 
at  nought  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire, 
with  its  million  of  inhabitants?  What 
then  is  to  be  the  issue?  Hnw  long  will 
this  House  persist  in  opposing  the  just 
demands  of  the  nation  ?  Yon  condemn 
violence,  and  when  people  out  of  doon 
make  intemperate  speeches,  you  say  we 
ought  to  resist,  becanse  Ei^lish  gentlemen 
ought  not  to  yield  upon  intimidation.  Now 
everybody  is  peaceable;  the  gentleman 
who  has  got  up  the  present  agitation  is  ■ 
Member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and 
one  of  the  least  violent  of  human  beings. 
He  reprobates  upon  principle  all  con- 
tention and  outrage;  yet  now  yon  treat 
the  people  as  if  they  had  manifested 
every  species  of  violence,  and  threat- 
ened even  the  House  itself.  So  that 
when  the  people  are  violent,  you  an- 
swer them  "  No,"  and  when  they  are 
peaceable,  you  answer  them  "  No,"  also. 
"  No,  no,"  is  the  reply  to  every  claim  for 
improvement,  even  where  yon  yourselvei 
cannot  deny  the  existence  of  abuse.  Hy 
belief  is,  that  the  result  will  be,  that  yoa 
nill  not  yield  until  yon  u«  Afraid :  70a  -,- 


y  Google 


046 


Reform  in 


{Apbil2I} 


muit  be  frightened  into  cODCesaion  sfter 
all,  ibit  ia  my  periuaiioo  you  nili  do 
notbiug  until  you  appreheod  the  coaae- 
qiWDceiofrefuMl.  But  ought  legialaiioD  to 
proceed  under  the  impreiaioD  of  Tear  I  The 
people  asaert  that  they  are  oppreated  by 
clait-legiilatioii ;  that  you  look  to  your 
own  interesu  and  not  to  theirs;  that 
70a  are  deaf  to  their  appeal*  re^rdleia 
oftheb  miaeriet;  that  you  only,  regard 
your  own  properly  and  bare  no  re- 
■pect  for  their  feeiinga.  Therefore  they 
raquire  a  change,  and  yon  tell  them  "  you 
shall  not  have  it."  I  aay  that  it  11  only  a 
qneatiOD  of  lime — that  uia  people  sooner 
or  later  will  have  it,  and  1  lay  so  from 
what  I  know  and  hare  seen  of  the  people. 
Yon  tsacj  that  yon  are  contending  against 
isnorasce— nay,  that  the  people  are  iodif- 
urent,  and  are  only  roaied  by  a^tators. 
I  Bssare  yon  that  you  are  deceived,  and 
that  you  are  sleeping  on  a  volcano.  The 
people  are  not  ignorant,  are  not  indif- 
Acent,  and  they  trace  their  grievances  to 
your  daas-tegiilalion.      What  has  faap- 

Ced  here  within  the  lait  twenty-fnur 
rsT — and  a  fact  of  this  kind  is  worth 
all  history.  I  maintain,  on  the  aulhority  of 
a*ery  conititutional  writer  since  the  revo- 
Intton  of  1688,  that  a  man  from  whose 
pocket  yon  take  money,  and  who  ia  not 
represented,  is  a  slave,  and  nothing  but  a 
slave.  Now,  what  ia  the  case  to  which  I 
allude.  A  qaeslion  ia  bronghl  before  ua 
invtriving  the  presumed  rights  of  one  rich 
man,  aiid  the  declared  rights  of  SOO  poor 
ones  with  respect  to  a  certain  enoloaure. 
The  rich  man  says,  "  Give  rae  an  officer 
and  your  authority  to  dispossess  these 
600  intruders — to  rase  their  buiidiogaand 
to  turn  them  out  into  the  highway  deao- 
lalfl  and  destitute."  Whatia  your  deter- 
mination? By  111  to  30  you  decide  in 
favour  of  the  one  rich  man,  and  sgainat 
the  500  poor  ones.  ¥ou  determine  that 
you  will  not  even  look  at  the  evidence  in 
the  caae.  This  is  only  a  specimen  to 
show  that  this  House  does  not  represent 
the  people.  This  is  not  doing  justice  : 
this  IB  not  aecnring  respect  for  the  Legis- 
lature; and  what  answer  can  be  made  to 
such  a  charge  ?  I  am  not  aware  of  any, 
or  if  any,  it  must  be  moat  inconcluaive  and 
nnsalis/actory— I  do  not  wish  to  enter  into 
all  the  points  embraced  by  the  motion, 
but  I  may  stata  that  1  am  for  a  wide 
eitension  of  the  sufiragei  I  am  for  the 
ballot— I  am  for  electoral  districts,  I  am 
kilo  for  ihoiteniog  the  dnretioa  of  Pailia- 
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ment,  though  I  doubt  whether  annual 
Parlisments  will  work  as  well  as  triennal 
Patliamenta.  That,  however,  ii  a  question 
for  future  conaideration  and  decision.  But 
are  told  by  the  right  ban.  Baronet, 
what  surely  no  man  can  believe,  that  we 
shall  endanger  the  monarchy  by  extending 
the  suffrage.  What  I  endanger  the  mo- 
narchy by  giving  contentment  to  the 
people  ?  I  thought  that  the  best  security 
for  the  monarchy  was  the  happiness  of  the 
nation ;  but  it  aeem*  that  that  is  a  mere 
idle  fancy— a  foolish  notion.  According 
10  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  best  security 
for  the  monarchy  is  the  OiKonlent  nf  the 
people.  What  a  libel  upon  monarchy? 
If  you  want  to  make  the  people  love  the 
monarchy,  ihow  them  that  it  is  the  source 
of  equal  jaaiice,  and  let  me  add,  that  there 
isno  security  for  the  rich  manlikehaving  the 
people  duly  and  fairly  represented  here.  If 
poor  men  were  allowed  10  send  their  repre- 
senialives,  those  repreaentaiives  might  con- 
vince them  of  the  diGBculties  of  legisla- 
tion, and  might  show  them  the  impoaai- 
bilily  of  rendering  all  classes  prosperous 
and  happy.  But  you  do  not  allow  them 
the  means  of  information  ;  you  keep  them 
ignorant,  and  then  make  their  ignorance 
an  excuse  for  exclusion.  Thus  you  rouse 
a  feeling  againat  the  House  and  endanger 
all  our  inatitutiona.  l^t  not  hon.  Hem- 
here  "  lay  the  flattering  unction  to  their 
souls"  that  the  people  will  long  consent 
to  be  taxed  without  being  represented,  and 
upon  this  point  let  me  quote  the  words  of 
Lord  Camden,  oit  the  22d  of  January, 
1776,  on  a  motion  respecting  the  Stamp 
Repeal  Act. 

"  Kj  porition  is  thii  (aaid  his  Lordship), 
and  I  will  repeat  and  maiDiaia  it  to  my  last 
hour,  that  taxation  and  repreaenlation  are  in- 
separable. This  poiitioo  u  foondcd  upon  the 
law  of  nature — it  ia  more — it  ii  in  itaelf  an 
eterniUaw  of  nature;  for  whatever  ia  a  man's 
own  is  abaoiulely  his  own,  and  no  one  baa  a 
ridht  to  take  it  from  him  without  hia  consent. 
Whoever  attempts  to  do  it  commits  an  injittj, 
whoever  does  do  it  commits  a  robbery." 

Can  that  language  be  disputed  T  Ifitbe 
admitted,  and  who  can  deny  it,  how  can 
this  House  refuse  to  consent  to  this  mo- 
tion for  a  committee  ?  Millions  are  unre* 
presented  in  thia  assembly:  they  aik  for 
a  voice  here :  a  voice  they  muit  have,  and 
a  voice  that  will  be  heard.  What  is  your 
answer  T  That  they  ahall  have  no  voice. 
How  long  will  you  be  able  to  say  so,  with 
the  people  cIumiDg  to  be  heard,  supported 
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W  Lord  Ctindea.  nbo  deelarw  that  Uxa- 
Uaa  and  leprtHntation  mutt  go  tuod  in 
hand^  and  that  to  attempt  to  deprive  k 
UM  of  his  propertj  without  hit  coueot 
it  an  iDJiiTj.  SDo  todo  it  a  robbery. 

Mr.  R.  itorke  uid,  th»t  danoer  to  tbo 
nosBichy  wai  much  nore  likelj  to  am« 
Out  oi  a  rcfual  to  coaaider  the  daimi  of 
the  uiuepraMDted,  (ban  out  of  tbe  cooaaDt 
of  tho  HouM  to  ioquira  tenperaldj  b| 
mcuu  of  a  committee  into  tho  jusliM  of 
the  caaa.  tba  Ute  dectioo  wd  oona 
moat  o|^«tuael;f  to  tken  aaiiitance  ia  ike 
pteaeot  diseusNoa.  Fifty  or  lixty  uat* 
wete  aoa|^t  to  bo  obtaiaea  ta  coasequeoee 
•f  oitaraet  of  briber]  and  coni^ioa  most 
disgoaUag  to  the  iodividuala  and  to  ibe 
OMcd  state  of  tba  -coaBti],  E«mi  laat 
week  aome  diconutancaa  had  traaapiied 
wUck  raqoind  aipecial  notice.  Aaele^ 
lioa  covnitMa  bad  lat  npoo  tba  Sudbary 
electioD,  «i4  the;  had  aoaaiaMoriy  ra. 

Krted  BOt  odIj  lou  tba  last  eleetioB  was 
d,ai>d  the  Goodact  porund  iafcmow, 
but  tbat  tka  placa  itaetf  waa  wholly  va- 
walln  of  bftiag  repieaentod,  and  tbay 
tfaanfoia  ananimoiiiljr  reconmeadad  thM 
it  aheBld  ^  diefraochind.  Tbat  waa  what 
took  place  uadar  the  pMient  tyatam. 
Tbao,  tbora  waa  eves  bow  a  committee 
sitting  to  Uy  tba  letara  foi  tba  boioagb  of 
(pamtb,  aaa  what  were  the  ciNumitaocaa 
leportad  that  y«y  day  ?  Two  iadiridttaia 
had  been  comiwtted  ia  Newgate  for  pet- 
juiy,  and  tbae  who  bad  voted  were  id- 
miued  and  ai^BOwIedged  kDarei,  tagoea, 
and  Tagabcindf.  That  aba  waa  the  pra- 
•eat  ayataak  Waa  that  ayslem  perfect? 
With  reference  to  the  different  parte  of  tba 
preient  motion,  he  was  againat  the  pay- 
ttaat  of  Members ;  he  wonM  ataeat  to  the 
no  propeity  qasfificaticm;  ha  had  grSre 
doubta  whether  amoal  Parliamenta  would 
llava  a  beaeficial  eEFect,  but  he  would  do 
awy  tfaiag  to  seeaie  the  pet^  frota  Ikat 
vufeiaal  dialieaa  wUch  foltowai  the  ko- 
ant  atefaasa  af  tfw  Dnocbise  aader  Ae 
preaMt  tp¥M.  That  ■yateni  waa  imper* 
feet,  aiw  did  no  good  to  Ae  maase*.  See- 
ing the  aiotiaB  coald  be  prodnatin  of  no 
bum,'^  would  give  it  his  cordial  sappert. 
Mr.  PntkerM  said,  tba  object  of  tba 
tUfbrm  Act  waa  to  put  an  end  to  tho  cor- 
net bonoghs,  aoa  to  those  placea  in 
which  tba  coostitnracy  waa  siaul,  and  he 
mitt  ay  tbM  tbe  Reform  Act  bad  aoeom< 
pUabad  those  ohjecta.  It  put  an  end  to 
OBt  TOtotStOod  had  fives  Ibe  faaachisa 
to  Urge  tewBi.    Ha  ttovld  ba  aagKleful 
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Eo  tbe  TOy  aatiMiB  of  bis  ptditicBl  eaia^ 
ence  if  he  did  sot  pniae  ua  the  bighm 
tenaa  tba  101.  eoaatitaaBcy.  Ha  haeaa 
bow  to  (UatiDgtHsh  tbe  lOL  vetsrs  ftasa 
the  old  eleetora  left  by  tba  Raforaa  Act} 
and  bemBatsay,tbat  of  all  ibaocntilB. 
eoGJas  be  bad  ever  kaawn,  tbe  oaa  ka  si^ 
pieaenlad  stood  pta-emiaeat  for  pamky 
and  iategri^^  Tbe  dttef  oassaiaa  in  t^ 
Refotai  Act  wat,  that  it  did  aoc  «e»> 
tact  tbe  oomiptioB  af  tba  old  eioaia 
ral  body.  Tbe  pieprietara  sf  tba  b»- 
roughi  bad  wmndsred  tbw  privilsgca? 
but  the  ekctma  of  Sudbury  w4  af  oibv 
Qorrupt  bwoagba  bad  not  sarrcBtoaart 
their  elaima  to  tha  piivileffe  af  ^  taA 
IW.  aeles.  When  tbey  eoBi^aiMfi,  Ifaraaa^ 
fore,  of  tba  want  t«  integrity  in  that 
Hott«e,  bo  ibaa^t  it  woaU  ba  aa  «dl 
if  tbey  apobe  pjaior 
of  the  state  of  tbe  electond  body 'of  t 
ooaatry.  Ha  woaM  ask  if  any  I' 
want  dawn  to  any  of  tiia  aid  be 
oc  fiitiea  with  aa  ialaDtion  af  paying 
no  more  thaa  tbe  legal  expeaoes,  Kaeibw' 
bawovid  have  Aelenat  Aaaaeaf  aaceaaa? 
Tba  gnat  sril  .wbkb  sxistod  waa  tba 
cerTaplion  of  tba  tiaetoss  thewisritaa. 
Tba  Reform  Aot  aatasnad  tha  fresiaan 
in  boroi^bs,  and  B)lhongb»  frtan  Ibair 
general  (^laeter,  tbnr  e    '      ' 


do  good,  yet  there  waa  s  partian  af  that 
body — tboaa  who  aoqaiic4  tba  ftancfama 
by  Sf^aenticeship — wbicb  waa  wertby 
of  contnaaitoeb  ft  seamed  to  bidk  d^ 
airable  in  any  aaw  reform  W  isanciala 
with  paesuil  right,  derirad  from  pioparty, 
some  ia^uUial  ngfat.  He  waa  aat  awe 
who  tboBi^t  that  tbe  ligbt  of  iQta^ 
abould  he  given  to  erety  ad^  iw  tSt 
kingdom.  Indeed,  tbe  enly  one  of  tfw 
prepositions  mooted  by  tba  hon.  Member, 
to  wbicb  he  m»ld  gtfe  hia  asaent,  waa 
theballot.  He  was  not  mnLra  that  il  wa* 
desir^kle  to  eqnafee  tba  dectorad  din- 
tricts,  witboat  remodeUIng  tbe  wbcrie  stale 
o(  tbe  eoonUy ;  and  a*  to  tbe  noo.^all- 
fication  of  Membov,  be  bad  no  abieclaoni 
foi  be  waa  satisfied  that  scarcoy  any 
Member  wouM  be  retnraed  without  poa- 
wssiag  a  cjualificatiOD.  As  to  Ifae  pay*, 
rnant  of  Hcnbera  by  the  poMla,  tnem 
was  that  anstoofatie  fetf  og  ia  the  caantry 
wbicb  would  canie  tbe  retnni  of  Mesabesa 
iriM  iKaAA  disdmn  to  receive  (ba  ptqr< 
With  regard  to  annual  Parliam«tts,  M 
thought  tbey  wanid  caaee  great  cnofusaoa, 
and  a  deslraefioa  of  the  real  repmsaaita- 
tioBOftbiyae)^  ToannaalPariiaaaBli 
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bs  WW  dtodadlj  oppowd.    With  these 

obiectiODi  to  the  hoo.  Geotlenan'ft  mo- 
tioDi  wd  taking  it  only  u  an  iadication 
of  KB  opinion  in  fwour  of  b  further  le- 
bm,  he  would  eive  it  bii  heaitj  uppoil, 
Mr.  BmuU  (WBymoutb)  vud,  that  a* 
ha  intended  to  aapprat  the  pceaeat  motion, 
ha  tbooght  it  moMaary  to  guwd  hioiielf 
agunst  my  miirepieKBtBtioii.  Of  all 
things  ha  abhoirod  nd  detertedi  be  aboT* 
■11  abhonod  and  dMeMed  %»j  unjsat 
otode  «f  obtaJDing  a  temporary  popularity  i 
and  he  ffowld  be  the  U«t  nan  who  wotild 
uppott  the  BotioB  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  fiochdalo,  or  of  any  other  hon.  Mem- 
bar,  menly  lo  catch  the  fleeting  itiawa  of 
ft  paniug  pbptiUrity.  With  aeme  boii. 
QaatUawa  «b«a  he  oould  not  call  hia 
M^ilioal  taemiti,  hot  who  ware  bia  po- 
litiial  oppaseDl^  it  night  be  nnpopalai 
Id  declare  that  the  fmKnt  state  of  Uta 
npreaentation  trf  tUa  ooantrj  wm  any- 
thing but  a  peibct  ajitem.  He  wai 
aMOt  however,  that  no  kaa.  GentlaBan 
whon  ha  waa  now  addreatiagt  if  he  oen- 
veiaed  with  Un  in  private,  wmikl  declaie 
that  tbo  (XeattU  lyalem  was  peifaot,  or 
ujthtBV  appioacMng  to  perfection.  He 
did  not  wiah  t»  accaae  amy  ooa  of  general 
ineoHiatMM},  bat  hia  rigbl  hoe.  Frio«d 
(Sir  Jamea  Graham),  anag  with  maoy 
oibarawho  supported  the  RaforH  Bift 
attd  the  geuial  meaanraa  iocideatal  t» 
that  UU,  could  not  haw  thocght  that 
at  the  lima  they  wore  adiocaliog  the 
bill  Ihtj  were  pledged  lo  tha  doc- 
liiaa  of  Saality.  He  at  that  tiaio,  ia 
the  litaatioB  he  had  the  hoooui  of  fillisg 
(CbaiimaD  of  cemmiueea),  bad  little  to 
09  with  those  diseoaMoaa,  bet  he  was  free 
to  ooalesa  thai  be  hod  aerer  looked  afon 
it  ae  a  final  measttre,  or  as  founded  on 
any  piiaaiple  which  had  a  tendency,  or 
was  oQodacive  to»  finality.  How  oeuld  it 
be  tinal  ?  How  could  it  be  |»aaumed  in 
a  eonntiy  like  Great  Britain  thai  in  any 
le^slation,  they  hod  apiiroftcbed  to  somo. 
tb«f  like  teneHrioi  pmnetion,  from  which 
they  could  neither  advMice  or  teceda? 
Hii  right  bos.  Fricad  would  allow  him 
also  to  say,  that  in  his  opinion  the  bill 
had  failed  to  fulfil  the  deMgns  of  iie  pro- 
aaotem.  Ha  balisved  that  the  coMtitw 
Itteies  bad  bctct  been  aieeped  in  greater 
cemplion,  01  wallowed  ia  more  degrading 
mire,  than  eines  the  pawiiq;  of  the  Reform 
Bill.  Ho  ha«r  that  the  balBM»  of  par< 
tiaa  bad  been  small ;  ha  was  aware  that 
|MI  tomptMiaM  had  bosa  gwn  thveby 
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to  the  practice  of  cocruption,  and  that  great 
■  ito  01         ■ 


ioducements  were  held  out  to  the  pc^e ; 
where  the  balance  was  small,  the  uUieel 
wai  large,  and  each  party  had  lo  tcsort  to 
means  which  ware  wiwoitby  of  any  party. 
That  was  the  real  truth.  He  did  ng| 
believe  that  the  people  of  Eagland  were 
alive  to  the  siluation  in  which  they  wen 
phwed ;  bo  did  not  believe  that  they  wen 
completolyalifetoihurpolitie^i^htB.  He 
thought,  indeed,  that  tna  Parhameal  was 
somewhat  beforethepeiqJe.  Hewas  afraid 
that  uatil  they  had  a  greater  spnad  of 
education  amoag  the  great  bw^  of  the 
people,  they  woirid  aot  be  deeply  seiiiUe  of 
their  political  rigbia,  and  of  the  impattance 
of  their  dye  eiercise.  HewasafiraM  (beta 
great  part  of  the  eleetoral  body  wan  ig- 
norant of  the  iaportanoe  of  thoos  righu, 
aad  that  tAen  eallad  upon  to  eiercise 
them,  tbey  did  not  act  accordmg  lo  thni 
coDsuaoces,  in  the  mode  whkh  waa 
just  and  beneficial  to  M  chsam.  This 
was  plaia  bngnego;  bat  it  was  tha  plain 
languagaof  troth.  And  when  the  hen. 
Membw  Em  Rochdale  bcoeght  tarwud  a 
notion  to  decUn  that  a  Smhw  reform 
waa  neoessary,  wa«  he,  proCmsing  ibaas 
epinioBS,  i»  walh  oM  of  the  Hevse,  eb 
avmd  voting,  becanae  he  did  not  an 
the  whole  length  of  the  Chartei  ?  Ho 
»aa  not  piepand  to  declare  that  parlia* 
OMnts  shoiUd  be  annual ;  ho  was  not  nie- 
pared  to  extend  the  fruehiw  to  the  whole 
male  populatioa ;  bat  at  the  nme  time  he 
waa  aot  prepared  lo  ny  that  the  preaawt 
syslam  was  so  perfaat  that  ii  was  net 
aoccsaiUa  to  any  improvamnt,  or  thai 
ihey  were  ruoiung  so  smoothly  tjang  the 
macadaasized  road  of  aecoiBplirtied  la|^ 
laUon,  that  all  was  prooeeding  with  oaaa 
uid  safety }  or  that,  if  they  atteaiptad  la 
Htake  it  more  perfiKt,  they  wouM  andaiv- 
ger  tha  safety  of  the  moaaichy.  Then 
was  sometbing  arisiocraik  in  tfao  fr  filings 
of  the  people  of  Ibis  coonUy  t  then  wae 
aai  aeiatoency  in  St.  GdsVa,  ae  well  as  in 
St.  Jamea'i,  and  he  was  SUM  that  the 
right  bOD.  Baronet  the  Member  far  D**- 
chester  seed  not  »tenMn  any  feai  (hat 
an  improvemeai  in  the  fhmehise  wodd 
endanger  dw  mooan^y  or  the  anatoeraey 
of  this  kiagdom.  Ahbough  he  was  not 
prepared  to  go  the  leegUt  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Rochdale,  or  to  open  t^ 
door  to  the  advocates  of  tha  Chertar,  be 
would  aafc  the  r^ht  boo.  Berooei  (Sir  R. 
Peel)  himself,  in  all  candour  and  fsimewt 
ffhethet  he  bcliemd  tlmt  lb*  fmaai  ijw» 
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tera  was  not  capable  of  the  leait  improve- 
ment? He  was  sure  that  the  right  boa, 
Baronet  would  not  advocate  the  immo- 
rality, the  bribery,  and  the  perjury  of  thi 
present  system,  or  all  the  crimes  to  which 
the  bribery  and  penury  gave  rise,  " 
conld  not  shut  bis  eyes  to  the  fact, 
man  could  shut  his  eyes  to  the  fact, 
one  vrho  went  to  a  popular  election  could 
do  otherwise  than  lament  the  scenes  which 
passed.  How  were  they  to  avoid  these 
■cenes?  How  were  they  to  procure  an 
efficient  representation  ?  Were  they  to 
go  on  quietly  on  all  fours  with  the  present 
system  1  Were  they  to  sit  quietly  under 
the  evils  arising  from  it  ?  Were  they  to 
take  the  Reform  Bill  as  a  final  measure, 
and  not  go  one  step  further  7  Others  might 
close  their  eyes  to  the  evils  of  the  present 
system.  He  could  not  close  bis  eyes.  He 
koewthediiadTantageaanddangers.  Every 
one  impartially  appealed  lo,  must  confess 
them.  He  was  not  one  who  would  take 
a  leap  in  the  dark ;  but  considering  the 
present  state  of  things  he  was  willing  to 
support  any  safe  and  practicable  measure. 
When  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  J. 
Graham)  said  that  the  Reform  Bill  took 
property  as  a  test  of  representation,  and 
not  namerical  power,  he  must  say  that 
the  argument  had  been  used,  but  he  con- 
ceived that  his  noble  Friend  who  intro- 
duced that  measure  was  not  prepared  to  say 
that  numerical  power  was  not  also  to  form  a 
test  of  representation.  He  must  say  also 
that  it  was  not  impossible  to  blend  the 
two  priaciples  together.  The  question  of 
blending  property  and  namerical  power 
would  force  itself  upon  the  attention  of 
Parliament,  and  he  would  ask  whether  it 
would  not  be  better  to  grant  the  consider- 
ation of  it  now  with  gooid  will,  rather  than 
wait  for  the  use  of  threats,  when  true  grace 
would  be  no  longer  tcknowledged,  and 
when  tlie  concession  would  be  attributed 
neither  to  grace  or  political  sagacity.  All 
he  wished  in  the  few  observations  he  ad- 
dressed to  the  House  was  to  guard  him- 
self against  misrepresentation.  He  was 
neither  a  leveller,  or  an  inconsiderate 
reformer ;  but  he  had  reflected  seriously 
on  the  many  circumstances  which  would 
grow  out  of  the  motion  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Rochdale,  and  he  thought  it  better 
not  to  absent  himself  from  the  House. 
These  were  his  sentiments,  and  he  sup- 
ported the  motion,  neither  courting  popn- 
uiilj  on  the  one  hand,  or  disgraceful 
efaNOQ  and  deliuioo  on  the  other. 


Sir  John  Eatlkope  wished  to  explain 
the  vote  he  was  about  to  give,  because 
most  of  the  hon.  Members  on  that  (the 
Opposition)  side  of  the  House,  who  had 
already  spoken,  had  signified  their  inten- 
tion of  supporting  the  motion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Rochdale,  hut  each  had  at 
the  same  time  stated  that  he  differed  in 
some  particulars  from  the  motion  as  it 
was  presented  to  the  House.  He  thought 
it  fair  to  deal  with  the  qaestion  in  a  plain 
and  straightforward  way.  He  did  not 
agree  in,  and  he  could  not  vote  for,  the 
charter.  He  therefore  did  not  wish  to  be 
misunderstood,  or  to  avoid  a  declaration 
of  his  opinion.  He  would  upon  every 
occasion  aupport  the  ballot;  he  wfts  quite 
prepared  to  give  protection  in  the  eaercise 
of  the  franchise :  be  was  willing  also  to 
vote  for  dispenung  with  all  other  qualifi- 
cation than  the  free  choice  of  the  coa- 
st! tue  at  body ,  hut  he  did  feel  a  decided 
objection  to  the  adoption  of  oniversxl 
suffrage  and  to  annual  Parliaments.  With 
regard  to  the  payment  of  Members,  he 
did  not  feel  any  strong  hostility  to  that 
proposition,  but  he  was  sure  it  would  be 
a  long  time  before  soch  a  measure  was 
forced  upon  them.  The  present  system 
was  very  widely  opposed  to  such  a  plan ; 
and  the  system  thus  opposed  to  it  wai  ib 
its  most  objectionable  parts  strongly  sup- 
ported by  many  who  clamoured  ue  most 
loudly  foe  the  charter.  In  reference  to 
the  division  of  the  country  into  electoral 
districts,  if  there  were  a  distinct  propo- 
sition before  the  House  to  submit  ttiat 
question  to  a  select  committee,  with  the 
view  of  inquiring  how  far  any  practical 
plan  could  be  devised,  he  would  vole  for 
such  an  inquiry ;  but  he  was  not  preptred 
to  support  a  general  and  indefioiie  plan 
proposed  without  any  inquiry.  In  its  pre- 
sent form  he  could  not  assent  to  tbo 
present  motion :  for  he  would  ask  whether 
a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  even  for 
the  purpose  of  iuqoiry  and  to  procore 
evidence,  was  a  mode  by  ^hich  the  House 
could  obtain  any  information  for  its 
guidance  in  practical  legislation?  He 
looked  upon  the  motion  as  nothing  but 
the  charter  insidiously  enunciated.  He 
felt  that  the  subject  was  of  so  grave  and 
so  important  a  character,  that  he  wished 
to  deal  with  it  in  the  plainest  manner. 
He  could  not  take  any  step  to  advance 
propositions  which  he  was  determined  to 
resist,  althou|;k  the  resolution  might  em- 
bracs  poiati  m  which  be  ogned,    Hedi4  ,, 
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not  thialc  it  Teipectral  to  hi>  conUituenti, 
or  juit  to  the  public,  to  support  that  from 
which  he  mainly  differed,  becauie  mixed 
up  witk  propoiitioDs  in  which  he  agreed, 
When  hii  hon.  Friend  the  Member  foi 
Sheffield  (Hr.  Ward)  brought  forward  bis 
motion  for  the  hallot,  he  woald  give  it  a 
cordial  support,  but  he  coold  not  vote  for 
piopoiitioni  from  which  he  dissented,  nor 
in  favour  of  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Houae,  which  was  known  to  every  Mem- 
ber of  the  House  to  be  a  form  which 
could  not  afford  useful  information  or  the 
■lightest  prospect  of  auy  practical  result, 
Therefore  it  was  that  he  felt  bound  not  tc 
give  bis  vote  for  the  motion  of  the  hoD, 
Member  for  Rochdale, 

Sir  Charles  Napier,  as  the  representa- 
tive of  the  great  metropolitan  borough  of 
Harylebone,  and  as  having  promised  to 
support  an  extension  of  the  auffrage  and 
the  vote  by  ballot,  would  support  the 
pfesent  motion.  And  indeed  he  had  re- 
ceived a  mandate  from  several  of  his 
constituents  to  come  down  to  the  House 
and  vote  for  it.  It  was  not  his  intention 
to  support  annnal  ParliamenU  or  universal 
snSrage,  but  he  should  certainly  give  his 
support  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Roch- 
dale's motiOD  for  a  committee.  With  re- 
gard to  the  no  property  qualiGcation,  he 
would  vote  for  it,  although  he  thought 
that  in  practice  it  would  be  comparatively 
useless.  As  to  payment  of  Members,  if 
his  constituents  would  give  him  a  well- 
furatshed  house  in  Porim  an -square,  and 
keep  him  one  or  two  clerks  to  attend  to 
his  papers,  he  would  be  very  much 
obliged  to  them  ;  but  he  did  not  see  why 
the  country  should  give  houses  to  repre- 
sentatives when  the  constituencies  did 
not  think  proper  to  provide  tfaem.  Look- 
ing at  the  position  of  parties  in  that 
House,  he  thought  there  was  some  need 
of  an  improved  representation.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet,  like  an  excellent  tactician, 
had  foaght  those  on  the  Opposition  side 
of  the  House,  and  with  the  Members  on 
his  own  side  had  carried  the  Income-tax ; 
but,  now  he  had  the  taHfT  to  carry,  he 
would  use  the  Opposition  to  fight  the 
other  side.  And  although  he  had  opposed 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  on  the  Corn-laws 
and  the  Income-tax,  yet  if  the  Income- 
tax  were  qualified  in  committee,  he  would 
give  it  his  support ;  and  he  would,  for  his 
part,  vote  for  every  item  of  the  turiS*. 
They  had  a  further  proof  of  the  state  of 
the  representation,  the  other  night,  when 
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the  committee  reported  that  Sodbttry 
ought  to  he  disfranchised.  He  hoped  that 
it  would  be  diafrancbised,  and  that  the 
House  would  even  go  further,  and  punish 
the  people  who  gave  the  bribes,  as  well  as 
those  who  received  them,  or  the  borough 
itself. 

Mr.  Vtllitrt  said,  he  should  have  been 
willing  to  have  recorded  a  silent  vote  in 
bvour  of  the  very  moderate  motion  of  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Rochdale, 
would  other  hon.  Gentlemen  who  had 
spoken,  have  allowed  him  to  do  so;  hUt 
they  hod  refused  to  allow  the  hon.  Member 
to  explain  his  own  motion  as  expreaaed  in 
his  own  language,  and  have  imputed  in- 
tentions, and  placed  constructions  on  it, 
that  imposes  upon  others  the  necessity 
of  explaining  their  views  in  the  vote  that 
they  gave.  He  intended  to  do  on  this 
occasion  what  he  had  done  on  every 
other  since  he  had  had  a  seat— namely, 
to  vote  for  an  inquiry  into  a  grievance 
alleged  by  the  people  to  exist,  and  the 
existence  of  which,  indeed,  was  not  dis- 
puted by  anv  body.  What  was  the  mo- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  for  Rochdale  ? 
He  asked  them  to  connder  a  grievous  evil 
of  which  the  great  body  of  the  people 
complained,  and  that  the  House  did  not 
deny;  but  hon.  Gentlemen  had  chosen  to 
say  that  he  meant  more,  or,  as  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Dorchester 
had  done,  not  denying  to  the  iaW  all  tliat 
wassaidtoresult  from  the  manner  in  nhich 
the  representation  was  constituted  in  this 
country—not  denying  that  it  was  a  grie- 
vanoe  that  ought  to  be  remedied— but 
saying,  "grievous  as  it  was,  there  was 
sumetoing  much  more  so,  that  would  of 
ueoesaity  spring  out  of  the  remedy  pro- 
posed,  of  placing  the  representation  on  a 
wider  basis, — namely,  that  it  would  de- 
stroy the  aristocracy  and  the  monarchy, 
and  that  all  that  take  a  step  in  applying 
this  remedy  to  the  evils  which  are  ad- 
litted,  will  be  parties  to  such  a  revolu- 
tion." Now,  whether  tliis  statement  was 
true  or  not,  he  begged  to  say,  that  it 
was  too  late  in  the  day  for  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  talk  of  that.  This  was 
what  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  told 
himself,  this  was  what  was  told  him  and 
his  Colleagues,  when  they  were  attempting 
to  reform  the  old  Parliament,  and  this  is 
language  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
and  his  noble  Friend  who  sits  by  him  dis- 
igarded,  and  are  now  precluded  from 
using.  It  might  he  well,  perhaps,  for 
the  right  boo.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
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THnwottli  to  use  laA  Unguage  now,  ftir 
It  WM  tbe  Mune  u  be  (had  ined  it  be- 
Ibre  {  bat  bis  rfgbt  boo.  ColteigMW  were 
««nied  of  wbat  tbey  were  •brat  when 
tiicrr  bud  tbeb  buida  oa  the  oU  consti- 
tntion,  and  jweaunad  to  «>Mtniet  one  of 
their  own  inventum.  Tliey  disregarded 
wbrt  WM  Mid  at  tbat  time,  which  was, 
tbatdKoldHoosaofCc 


«i  it  wat  when  rcferwd  to  any  prinei^e,  yrt 
bad  widHred  fiir  a  nat  time,  bm  rested  tben 
M  did  tfie  otbv  bnnchaa  of  tbe  oonttitu> 
tion,  OB  preacriptioB ;  and  that,  if  they 
diitarbad  Uut,  and  aou^t  to  nfcnn  it  on 
uy  pritdple,  that  tb^  nmat  aUda  by 
tte  nmit  of  their  expecinent,  and  that 
liie  pec^  would  Jvdn  it  by  tbe  mode  in 
wbM  their  prind|He  had  been  oanied 
Mt ;  diat  tb^  wwld  be  open  to  daina 
tut  Amber  Amge  if  Uie  crtlB  they  aought 
to  remore  nttaiMd,  and  open  to  the 
charge  of  injuattce  «r  ineoDriatency  if  tliey 
leoogniaad  b  prind^  that  they  did  not 
apply.  Tbe  argument  of  bon.  Oentlemeo 
oppoaed  to  the  Reform  Bill  was,  that  it 
WM  (huigenni  to  the  oonititntion ;  that, 
baw«f«r  defident  tn  theory,  it  had  ^to* 
Mtber  weriMd  wdl  In  pr«Aioe :  and  that 
uwmdM  wiaetoenierintoBnyezpetiment 
fer  it*  inprevenieat.  There  waa  aome- 
thiog  iotoll^Ue  tn  tbat,  whether  it  waa 
tanto  or  not  Bnt  "no,"  eeid  tbe  right 
bML  Bmoet  (Sir  James  Orthtin)  end 
tbe  BoUe  Laid  (Lofd  Stanley)  oppoiite, 
<*  w«  eay  that  the  esnstitatioo  worka 
Ul,  tbe  npreeentatioB  la  not  the  repn> 
'  eeotetion  tf  the  pe«n^,  bad  laws  ire 
paaaed,  and  the  popular  intereete  of  tbe 
ooBuminity  it  large  are  ororlooled  in 
eraeaqnence }  upon  tbat  ground  we  will 
refbnn  tbe  crattitution,  and  we  will  make 
iNKeentatioB  o»-eqMl  with  taxation." 
[fflr  J.  Graham:  "Non  Why,  tbat 
WH  titt  ground  on  whlen  tbe  Reform 
Bill  was  Koommeodod  by  many  petaoos 
wlto  spoke  fix  it.  The  prindple  of  the 
Beferoi  Bill  was,  that  taxation  and  re- 
preMntallon  Aonld  go  together,  accord- 
ing as  it  was  said  to  tbe  dd  prindple  of 
the  conslltntioB,  and  authorttiee  fat  this 
doctrine  were  constantly  quoted.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  and  hie  Conservative 
frfenda  might,  with  some  conrastency, 
rcdst  diange  now  as  they  dtd  before, 
oppoeed  as  they  were  to  all  reform ;  but 
DO  man  wlio  waa  a  party  to  that  Reform 
Bill,  or  who  came  into  public  life  as  a 
reformer,  and  who  found  the  old  constitu- 
tloD  of  thia  House  aljandoned,  and  a  oew 
we,  After  triel,  geoenliy  tiii  to  have 


biled,  had  a  tight  to  teproach  a  Membor 
who  moved,  or  Members  who  tupported 
him,  in  moring  for  an  enquiry  into  tbe 
gnnnds  on  whMi  it  was  eo  contfdered  to 
have  Uled,  with  the  view,  if  poatible,  to 
devise  a  remedy  for  tlie  erile  that  woe 
proved.  No;  the  promoten  of  the  Re- 
form Bill  had  no  pretext  for  faindinw 
to  their  ezperimento  if  tbey  &il. 
Iliey  liad  thrown  amy  Ih&t  nound  of 
prescription  whioh  many  men,  nom  expe- 
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institutionB,  were  willing 
to  occupy.  TtMy  bad  dtvegatded  tbe 
wnminge  wliidi  timid  and  contemttrw 
men  had  offered  them,  thai  if  tlieif  ex. 
pectationa  of  Ibeir  panacea  were  fcuikd 
to  foil,  tbey  could  not  reust  a  furtiter  ex- 
perieMut  upon  their  own  prind|de,  and 
that  motions  would  be  made  to  tlwt  «Ao  t 
and  they  have  no  reaeon  to  oomphUn  of 
meu  wl»,  fallowing  them,  and  finding  k 
princi[Je  in  the  mouths  of  the  people  snc^ 
aa  they  had  recognised  and  professed  to 
apply  to  the  old  constitution  —  oamdyi 
that  men  who  were  taxed  were  entitled  to 
be  represented ;  ai^  sedng  that  it  was  not 
acted  on  but  in  the  most  limited  dMree, 
and  furtli»  sedng  evety  evil  pdnted  out 
in  the  last  system  in  full  fixce  under  the 
presenL  Tbey  had,  be  said,  no  li^t  to 
quand  with  men  wIm^  in  the  spirit  of  th« 
boo.  Member's  mottMi,  thoumt  tliat  aa 
inquiry  or  amsideration  abouU  be  given  to 
tbe  case,  and  determine  whether  any  re- 
medy, or  the  remedy  which  die  pM^to 
imwined  would  remove  tbe  eril,  should  bo 
applied.  He  could,  aa  be  sud,  UDderstand 
the  ConservatiTe  pmty  refusing  all  reform, 
and  indeed,  not  with  itanding  dl  that  bad 
been  eaid  against  bis  nob»  Friend,  the 
Member  for  LondoD,  he  could  understeDd 
his  not  hastily  giving  up  the  hope  that  the 
inll  which  he  introduced  would  be  found,  at 
least  for  the  present,  an  effident  aire  for  tho 
evilsfbr  which  itwaspnmosed.  He  trotted. 
that  bis  noble  Friend,  though  not  there  to 
answer  for  himself,  was  not  lees  open  to 
conviction  than  other  men ;  and  wnen  be 
saw,  after  ten  years  experience,  that  evils 
did  exist,  without  a  hope  of  thetr  removal, 
that  he  would  not  refuse  to  attend  to  evi- 
dence which  might  be  ofiered  for  accom- 
plisbing  tbat  object.  He  was  one,  then, 
that  had  to  consider  this  motion  in  the  ab- 
sence of  all  those  arguments  that  were  used 
antinat  reform  before,  with  a  general  ad- 
mission of  the  enormous  evils  inddent  to 
the  present  electoral  system,  and  with  a 
prevailing  feeling,  among  those  who  bad 
not  tbe  bauchise,  tbat  tneir  feriings,  ia*„  | 
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in  tiut  Hoiuei  mi  ha  wm  ngt  to  be 
tald,  tbt  )m  »H  not  ta  uka  the  subject 
Uto  hi»  cponleratioa,  bectuia  it  mi^t 
laid  to  BOMeqiHBoei  which  he  would  not 
vppam.  That  wis  namdng  to  which 
M  tiOold  Bi>t  vieU,  he  could  not  do  so 
ceHJatentlj  with  the  arovnl  of  beins  ■ 
Befonnert  or  eould  be  nbus  to  do  wost 
mm  light,  beouiae  Mnebodf  thou^  that 
fome  nil  wight  neuit  /r«ia  it  But  thej 
wtn  told,  uw  lenedy  pK^oead  wea  to 
mtend  the  nVngfh  end  that  wu  olyec- 
tinrndilew  at  the  people  were  wholly  «i^t  te 
Mcerciae  thttr  judpnspt  oa  poUtial  mb- 
jacta.  If  tb^  wwe  ae^  howerar,  why 
wne  they  always  eppaeliag  to  the  people  s 
jodgnent  I  And  why  were  they  proud 
on  the  ether  side  when  Aey  had  it  in 
theiv  Aroor  f  And  why  are  the] 


hoyi 
tbeH  on  that  aide  with  not  hanng  it? 
Why,  the  other  night,  foraooth,  a  Mwnber 
pwfcieed  in  thU  Hooee  to  bring  a  nenen 
to  the  right  hoD,  Baronet  from  the  work- 
ing daaaMi  and  the  right  bon.  BanwM 
sBMMd'pleaaed  wbhit,  and  those  around 
bias  cbennd  it,  es  if  it  vm  cooclusire  In 
hroor  of  the  Inooaw-tax.  Night  after 
night  tbty  beard  the  sentiments  of  the 
WMfcing  aawa  quoted  b^  Manfaers  am 
both  aoei  of  ^  Honae  i  u  but,  it  wae  n 
ditattte  eometisaea  which  had  the  wnrUng 
oIa«  with  them.  What,  then,  wne  thu 
but  pvofanlng  at  lenet  to  think  it  wai  no 
anrsessnahle  thing  ibr  the  woiliBg  men  to 
give  tbairopinion  on  political  sutHoots?  It 
■esMad,  tiien,  that  they  were  told  at  one 
tioM  that  they  ought  to  he  represented, 
haasoae  dny  were  taxed,  and  at  another, 
that  they  ought  to  be  ooosolted  becauae 
tteir  t^nion  was  word)  luHng ;  and  yet  if 
an  boo.  hfenlnr  pnumsed  to  tsln  the  daiai 
that  they  nuke  to  pe  repreaeiited,  and  to 
eurdae  •  legitimate  inflnenoa  in  this  Hduee 
intB  oDOsidmtion  (for  that  «m  all),  it  was, 
fanooth,  to  npeet  the  noDarehy,  end  de- 
stroy the  cDnsiitntien.  That  was  the  ar. 
gunent  of  the  right  hoo.  h^nfaer  tor  Dor- 
chatter  I  and  then,  said  hia  hon.  Frieedi 
tlM  Hembnr  for  Leteaeter, "  You  mnit  net 
vote  for  inquiry,  hecauae  the  penDns  cnlli 
ing  for  it  aril  Cor  the  fira  points  of  the 
Charter.''  Why,  if  be  wen  to  ednlt  ran. 
aoning  of  tbit  kind,  be  ahould  he  the  moat 
inconeistent  being  in  the  wwld,  eaeing  that 
thii  «aa  the  argusHot  that  hns  been  used 
•war  and  orer  again  agatnet  hiaMelf  when 
be  had  ntored  for  inguiry  ioto  the  Com- 
kw.  PMMple  who  wiahed  to  raaintaui  the 
C«n>b*  nad  sud,  "  Ob,  1  can't  rote  for 


i  InqniiT,  ktcaasa  the  nwftr  would  do  aw«y 
with  aU  Corn-lawsif  he  could."  Butmnthia 
•n  argument  uaed  br  anybodr  vbe  wisJud 
to  deal  iairly  with  tae  queatioo  (  and  wee 
it  not  the  ceee  that  everybody  whodenred 
to  lee  any  improvemrat  in  tb*  Uw,  rotod 
br  the  flomnittee  to  consider  the  eniatiiv 
state  of  the  law.  And  why  should  not  the 
SBOM  thing  ht  done  here?  Fw himself, 
be  would  gire  no  opinion  upon  the  parti, 
eular  leaoedies  mentwned  in  the  petiti(Hw, 
they  were  subjects  for  eeparalo  dieaiasioB 
and  connderatmn  i  and  be  ebculd  now  only 
vote  £«  teeognisnig  the  erilacenaected  with 
the  r^cewitation,  for  nonaiderii^  tbo  ■•• 
medy  proposed;  nod  be  could  not  cenoeir* 
that  any  inMUigible  ground  oonid  be  bs> 
unod  by  any  peraon  in  this  free  oountry. 
wners  people  at  knst  were  allowed  to  con- 
sider their  e^uriiMes,  for  doing  otbowiee, 
urefiiaing  the  naegoable  p^oaalef  tim 
bon.  Hanlwr  for  Bochdale. 

air  Bob€H  PiHf  The  hon.  ChirtlenMi 
•tnted,  and  no  danbt  truly,  that  •  petition 
signed  fay  ananwrow  body  of  natfOOHcbed 
In  moderate  and  r«epcclM  langMge.  baa 
Iven  praontad  to  this  House,  and  I  ehonia 
be  most  unwilliag,  however  deoidedly 
opposed  I  nay  be  to  the  pi^er  of  that 
petition,  to  take  any  course  wbitA  ehould 
argve  a  disr^ard  or  tndi&renoe  townrda 
*^'-'  patitien.  I  an  bemy,  alao,  to  g(ra 
it  to  the  bra.  Oanuaman.  from  my 
mtion  of  his  conduct  for  t^  intsgrfty 
and  purity  nf  his  mntiTee,  nad  aa  bn  hae 
mnde  a*  nddisas  tn  the  House  io  longa^ 
which  bm  been  justly  deecrihed  ns  tenpe- 
Mle  and  nodenta,  I  should  ha  atny  to 
treat  with  disregard  a  mtrtira  made  iudi. 
vUually  by  him,  and,  tiwrdwe,  I  ebidl 
pnoeed]  rather  than  oontent  myself  with 
a  nient  rote  upon  this  "1^^,  to  state 
*uy  shortly  the  grounds  on  whwh  I  must 
oger  my  moot  dedded  opposition  to  this 
motion.  And  if  I  do  not  speak  at  any 
mat  Un^,  it  is  baeaoM  I  ban  beard 
the  warwng  speech  of  the  hon.  ] 
for  Flotbury,  who  says,  I' 
pact  a  renewal  of  the  dim 
suhject  every  month.  The  p 
is  a  pMoliar  one ;  it  calls  upon  tl 
to  go  into  committee  fiw  the  purpoea  of 
considerinB  the  Tarlooa  questions  of  the 
vote  by  bwot,  of  annsal  Parliaments,  of 
enteneion  of  the  eufirage,  (tf  the  eqnaUa»> 
tion  of  elsotion  districts,  of  no  propwty 
qualifioation,  and  of  payment  of  Members, 
and  the  hon.  Member  who  has  last  spoken, 
says,  let  us  eater  into  the  ooosicl«cation  of 
all  tbcH  matten.    I  want  to  know,  wh»* 
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predictions  which  t  now  bear,  thit  this  u 
to  he  the  real  opportunity  upon  irhidi  • 
decinre  and  fiaal  change  is  to  he  made. 


ther  the  hon.  Member  will  go  into  a  com- 
mittee for  a  bill,  or,  aa  the  non.  Baronet, 
the  Member  for  Leicester,  anggeated,  for 
the  purpose  of  takine  evidence,  and  ma- 
turely canBidering  all  these  variaus  sub- 
jects. If  the  latter  is  the  object  nhich  is 
BOuriit    to    be  attained,   considering  the 

Esition  of  the  measures  already  before  this 
Duse— of  the  question  of  the  Income-tax 
— of  the  tariff;  and  if  the  ioquiryis  to 
be  conducted  at  the  Bar  of  this  House— I 
say,  that  that  is  a  sufficient  reason  for  my 
giving  my  decided  opposition  to  the  mo- 
tion. I,  of  course,  cannot  account  for  the 
alwence  of  the  noble  Lord,  the  Member 
for  the  city  of  London,  on  this  occasioo. 
I  do  recollect  a  prophecy  which  I  made 
some  ten  years  ago,  when  I  ventured  to 
predict,  that  the  time  would  shortly  ai 
when  the  most  decided  opponents  of  the 
Reform  Bill  would  be  found  among  the 
foremost  ranks  of  those  who  would  be  its 
warmest  supporters,  aud  that  it  would  be 
ray  &te,  at  no  very  distant  period,  I  will 
not  say,  to  defend  the  Reform  Bill,  but  to 
resist  any  attempt  which  might  be  made 
for  any  alteration  in  it;  and  f  thint,  that 
the  course  of  this  debate  has  fully  realised 
the  opinion  which  I  then  expressed. 
With  respect  to  the  doctrine  of  that  uoble 
Lord,  although  I  do  not  generally  concur 
in  his  views,  one  of  the  wisest  observations 
which  I  recollect  to  have  heard  him  make 
was,  that  when  he  declared,  that  we  can- 
not afford  a  revolution  once  in  every  ten 
years,  and  that  he  was  determined  to  resist 
these  continued  efforts  to  supersede  that 
change  which  was  effected  in  our  consti- 
tution by  the  Beform  Act  The  grounds 
on  which  I  am  called  upon  to  assent  to  this 
motion,  are  those  of  prophecy,  of  a  com- 
pliance with  the  wishes  of  the  people,  and 
of  argument.  With  regard  to  tlwt  part 
of  the  subject  which  r^tes  to  prophecy, 
1  must  be  permitted  to  make  a  remark. 
When  the  Reform  Bill  was  under  discus- 
sion, it  was  said  to  be  universally  satisfac- 
toty,  and  the  demand  was  that  it  should 
pass  unaltered,  that  we  should  have  "  the 
oil!,  the  whole  bill,  and  nothing  but  the 
hill"— it  was  to  be  a  sort  of  second-rate 
charter  of  the  liberties  of  the  people ;  and 
it  was  represented,  that  from  that  time, 
the  working  classes  were  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  good  government  which  wss  to 
ariae  under  the  new  system  of  Parliament- 
ary representation,  I  can  recollect  all  these 
predictions  with  respect  to  that  last  and 
final  reform,  and  at  least  I  am  justified  in 
not  placing  too  great  confidence  in  the 


I  do  not  think,  that  the  Reform  I 
chargeable  with  those  difficulties  and  evib 
sought  to  be  imputed  to  it,  but  of  this  I 
am  certain,  and  myopiniouisstrengtlwDed 
by  this  night's  debate,  that  if  the  maiofitj' 
of  you  hHdyour  own  way,  ten  years  nenoe 
this  new  measure  would  be  again  andequally 
changed.  And  I  will  prove  it  to  you.  It 
is  clear,  that  the  majority  of  those  hoD. 
Members  who  will  vote  for  the  modon  <^ 
the  hon.  Member  for  Rochdale,  are  advo-' 
cates  for  half  of  his  proposidona ;  it  is 
clear,  that  if  that  majority  could  prevail, 
this  would  be  the  measure  which  would 
be  the  result — there  would  be  some  exten. 
sion  of  the  suffrage — there  would  be  tri- 
ennial Parliaments — and  the  proposal  tar 
the  payment  of  Members  would  be  rejected. 
[An  hon.  Member  :  Vote  by  balloL]  Yea, 
you  shall  have  the  fiill  benefit  of  that  mea- 
sure ;  for  I  believe,  that  you  are  unani- 
mous upon  that  point.  Now,  first  as  to  an 
extension  of  tlie  sufirag&  The  hon. 
Member  for  Sheffield,  who  is  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  for  the  night,  says,  "  I  am 
for  an  extension  of  the  suffrage,  but  still  it 
must  be  connected  with  property."  He, 
therefore,  is  against  a  general  extension  of 
the  suffi-sge.  But,  then,  there  is  theri^t 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Coric,  w1m> 
says,  that  there  is  the  masta--cUs8  and  the 
■lave-class  in  this  country,  and  thst  the 
slave-class  consists  of  those  who  are  taxed, 
but  are  not  represented.  He  says  more- 
he  says,  that  every  man  who  has  been  sub- 
jected to  direct  or  indirect  taxation,  and 
who  has  not  a  right  to  rote  for  the 
return  of  a  Member  of  Parliament,  ii 
the  condition  of  a  slave,  and  that 
you  take  his  property  witliout  hii 
consent,  you  are  guilty  of  spoliation  and 
robbery.  The  principle,  therefore,  whidi 
the  hon,  and  leamM  Member  has  laid 
down,  is,  that  you  shall  make  remesenta- 
tion  co-equal  with  taxation,  and  that  is 
the  only  principle  which  I  have  heard 
announced  in  the  course  of  this  debate. 
The  other  questions  are  qDestins  of  de- 
gree, but  the  only  principle  which  I  have 
heard  laid  down  to-night,  and  for  which  I 
have  a  guarantee,  is  this — thst  repreaent»> 
tion  should  be  co-equal  with  taxation— 
and  not  only  with  direct  taxation,  hut 
with  indirect  taxation  alto.  But  how  does 
this  apply  ?  It  is  to  be  observed,  first, 
that  there  was  no  reservation  made  with 
respect  to  the  female  sen.    The  principla  :c 
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of  salim  miiit  apply,  and  it  is  said  that 
tJie  UwB  of  nature  and  the  dictates  of  pro- 
videoce  declare  to  you.  that  no  person  who 
is  not  represented  sball  be  taxed.  If  any 
distiaction  should  be  dravn,  the  reserva- 
tion should  hare  been  made  and  it  should 
have  been  said  dbtinctly,  that  you  were 
■peaking  of  the  male  populattoD  only. 
But  taking  the  female  sex  as  an  exception, 
it  was  quite  clear,  that  takiog  the  broad 
principK  laid  down,  it  must  be  taken  to 
apply  to  every  male  adult  of  the  age  of 
eighteen,  no  matter  vhat  his  education  ; 
there  is  not  a  man  who  is  not  subject  to 
taxatitm,  directly  or  indirectly,  and  if  you 


to  the  militia  laws,  and  at  tliat  age  make 
him  bear  the  burdens  of  the  state,  it  is  to 
be  presumed  that  the  laws  of  nature,  and 
the  dictates  of  Providence  say,  that  you 
shall  further  give  hi  to  the  franchise. 
Nothing  appears  to  me  to  be  more  in 
conformity  with  the  laws  of  nature  than 
this  proposition,  and,  therefore,  every  man 
above  the  age  (^  eighteen,  be  he  a  beggar 
or  not.  Q"  No,  no."]  Oh  I  I  beg  your 
pardon,  beggars  are  bubject  to  indu^ct 
taxation,  as  well  as  every  other  consumer 
of  the  articles  of  Buhsistenco.  I  dare  say 
you  have  many  qualifications  of  your  prin- 
ciple when  yun  come  to  look  into  it,  but  I 
am  speaking  of  the  great  principles  which 
you  lay  down,  and  which  are  grounded 
upon  the  liiws  of  nature— of  that  principle 
which  is  laid  down  by  Lord  Camdeo,  that 
it  is  spoliation  and  robbery  to  take  anything 
from  a  man  against  his  own  consent.  If 
that  is  true,  why  should  there  be  any  dele- 
gation at  all — how  can  you  deknd  your 
system  of  representation  at  all?  What  is 
toat  system  of  representation  P  Is  it  not 
merely  a  conventional  arrangement  which 
gives  you  the  power  of  making  proper  ar- 
rangements for  the  conduct  of  the  business 
of  the  State?  Is  not  that  conventional 
sent  for 

pur  opinion,  but  I  give  you  a  representa- 
tive to  express  your  views  and  opinions  i  " 
"  Yes,  but,"  says  he,  "  he  votes  ^gainst 
my  views,  and  I  have  put  my  opinion  o 
record  by  voting  againit  bim ;  and,  i 
spite  of  my  position,  you  make  me  pa 
without  my  Uking  any  part  in  the  detei 
mination  of  the  taies  to  be  imposed."  But 
you  draw  a  distinction  between  the  master 
and  the  slave.  But  I  ask  you  on  what 
principle  it  is  that  you  draw  that 
tion,  and  what  is  your  hope  that  the  new 
law  which  you  propose  will  have  any  longer 
VOL.  LXn.    i^} 
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continognce  than  that  which  you  have  al- 
ready in  existence,  and  which  you  propose 
to  change?  And,  I  say,  that  I  doubt  very 
much  whether  the  bill  which  you  are  about 
to  pass. — T"  Cheers  from  Ihe  Oppotilion."'\ 
am  glad  to  see  that  you  are  already 
Dvinced  that  no  such  measure  could  pass 
you  propose,  and  that,  in  the  hooMty 
of  your  nature,  you  despair  of  passing  your 
proposition  into  a  law,  [Mr.  Ward:  It 
WHS  the  possibility  of  the  proposition  being 
adopted  as  you  suggested  which  was 
cheered.]  But  that  is  the  first  point  with 
regard  to  your  new  representative  system, 
and  I  will  say  no  more  upon  that  subject ; 
but  I  will  come  to  the  second  question  of 
the  expediency  of  establishing  triennial 
parliaments.  More  shabby  arguments  in 
favour  of  any  proposition  than  have  been 
advanced  upon  this  subject  I  never  heard  in 
the  whole  course  of  my  life.  Says  the  bon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Cork,  "  I  am  in 
favour  of  triennial  parliaments,  because,  I 
recollect  the  circumstances  out  of  which 
the  Septennial  Act  arose."  Why,  a  worse 
argument  I  never  heard.  It  is  an  argu- 
ment resting  entirely  on  an  historical 
event  connected  with  a  previous  drcum- 
itance,  not  having  any  reference  to  the 
matter  under  discussion.  And  what  says 
the  hoo.  Member  for  Bolton  (Dr.  Bow- 
ring  ?  He  says  that  triennial  Parliaments 
are  contrary  to  the  course  of  nature;  be- 
cause, he  says,  the  earth  makes  its  revolu. 
tion  round  the  sun  in  the  course  of  the 
year — his  words  were,  I  think,  "the  great 
planetary  system  makes  a  revolution  round 
the  great  luminary,"  and  there  was  some- 
thing of  belboB  in  what  followed ;  ■'  and," 
said  he,  "the  merchant  also  settles  his 
accounts  annually,  and,  therefore,  on  this 
double  ground,  astronomical  and  mercan- 
tile, the  annual  revolution  of  the  Coperni- 
can  system,  and  the  practice  of  discreel 
merchants,  there  is  conclusive  reason  why 
Parliaments  Aould  be  annual  only."  I 
must  say,  that  I  think  he  has  much 
the  best  of  the  argument;  for  there  is 
something  in  the  law  of  nature  in  bvour 
of  it ;  but  when  it  comes  to  an  agitation 
in  favour  of  triennial  Parliaments,  1  think 
that  these  new  astronomical  principles  of 
bis  win  not  succeed  in  shaking  the  opinion 
of  the  House.  Then  I  come  to  the  payment 
of  Members,  and  the  proposition  which  has 
this  for  his  object  has  been  unanimously 
scouted  by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  while 
to  my  mind  it  is  the  most  practicable  of 
them  all.  What  says  the  hon.  snd  gal- 
I  laut  Member  for  Marylebone  ?     He  says. 
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dtttinction  between  what  ma  oHed  the 
muter  sod  (liTe  Jmwi  of  ■doptins  am- 
mutl  or  trienniit  Parlianwnts,  and  tut  if 
Tou  reject  tbe  propontion  for  pa^meDt  of 
Memben  from  yoor  pUns,  yon  exclude 
from  Parliament  thaw  vbo  would  be  ita 
diief  omamenti,  and  who  would  best  re- 
preeent  the  feelrnm  of  tbe  peojde.  It  n 
upcHi  tbeee  grouiMB  that  I  oppon  the  no> 
tion.  But  if  yon  ny  that  yon  make  thii 
proposition  in   favmr  of    the    expr 


MS  JttfarM  te 

"  If  Biy  conatitDenta  provided  ma  with 
n  Weil-  fnniiabed  houae  in  Portman^ 
square,  and  with  a  couple  of  clerlca 
to  keep  mj  papers  in  onler,  I  afaould 
be  very  glad  to  accept  it,  but  it  would  be 
monatroua  for  me  to  burden  the  country 

Sr  acceptiog  such  a  proriHon  from  it.'' 
at  a  poor  man  would  ny,  "  I  want  not 
onlr  to  be  rcpreaeoted,  but  I  want  also  to 
be  ID  tbe  Mouse  of  Commoiia  amongst  the 

landowners  and  others  who  sit  io  that    ,--j- —   .-  -—    _- ^ 

Honse,  and  to  assert  my  opinions ;  I  do    wishes  of  tbe  people,  I  aay  that  it  ia  op- 
not  want  luch  men  asare  there  to  rote  far    posed  to  those  wishes.     What  are  thom 


ne,  aa  repKSenting  my  riews,  for  they 
eannot  entertain  or  express  my  ornnions. 
Enable  my  fellow-workmen  to  elect  me, 
so  that  I  may  advocate  thar  sentiments 
and  thoK  whose  interests  are  immediately 
connected  with  my  own.  You  tell  metbat 
virtual  representation  is  an  absurdity; 
well,  then,  enable  me  to  take  my  place  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  But  I  cannot  do 
so  if  you  subject  me  to  the  expense  of 
Kvfaig  in  London.  If  tou  tell  me  that  I 
must  givn  np  my  ihnttlei  m  my  spade,  and 
that  1  must  corae  to  London,  you  oppose 
a  bar  to  the  fnlElment  of  your  otgect,  and 
tberefin«  what  I  ask  is,  not  that  Members 


may  be  paid— not  that  men  of  affluence 
tnd  wealth  ahall  receive  pajment — but 
that  those  who  cannot  afford  to  give  ap 
their  daily  arocatioa  for  tbe  purpoee  of 
representing  tbe  feelings  and  wishes  of 
tbdr  fellow-oonntrymen,  wbo  have  a  com- 
munltr  of  interaat  with  them,  may  receive 
a  mooerate  and  remunerative  compenso* 
tton,  such  as  shall  enable  Uiem  to  disebaqp 
tbe  trust  imposed  upon  tbem."  I  nwMs 
tbat  this  appears  to  me  to  be  of  all  the  in< 
gitdients  of  thia  motion — though  I  do  not 
agree  with  any  one  of  them — tbat  whidi 
is  the  least  objectionable,  nay  tbe  most 
ornamental ;  but  I  ask  yon  whether,  in  ten 
years  hence,  if  it  be  ray  fate  to  be  then  in 
nrliament,  it  is  not  extremely  likelv  that 
I  should  have  much  more  diflScnIty  in  de- 
fending the  new  law  wbicb  you  now  pro- 
pose, supposing  it  should  be  adopted,  than 
I  now  have  in  maintaining  tbat  inviolate 


wishes  as  tbey  have  been  exptesaed^  Yon 
afl^  in  thia  motion  tliat  the  pei^ilerepn- 
■ent  that, — 

"Under  the  present  lyftemof  etectioa  laws, 
they  are  not  doly  repretented  ;  and  that  Ibey 
are  Ibui  deprived  of  Ihe  acknowledged  right 
of  freemen  to  have  a  roice  in  roakine  of  iIm 
Uwi  by  which  Ihey  are  govemcd,  and  in  ■»• 
posing  the  taxes  which  thsy  aie  required  Io 
pay,  and  iherefore  praying,  tbat  ibe  right  air 
ToLiDg  may  be  eitended  to  the  adult  naim 
population  of  the  realm,  labject  to  no  liaiita- 
(ioDi  or  TMlriclions,  but  luch  at  may  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  safe  and  correct  practical  ex- 
ereiie  of  the  rigtit  itself;  that  votes  shall  bs 
(■ken  by  ballot ;  that  election  districts  sbouM 
be  equalised  to  aocoid  with  the  nambei  of 
votes," 

Now  if  I  xren  to  divide  thia  conntiy, 
and  also  Scotland  and  Ireland,  inU  dis- 
tricts, taking  them  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  electors  therein,  and  to  give  to  each 
district  a  right  to  return  a  Member  of  thto 
House,  that  would  be  creating  nothing 
but  a  great  number  of  pure  nonioationt. 
I  should  say  that  the  result  of  any  maA 
division  would  be  most  probably  to  increase 
that  corruption  which  yon  say  has  iDcmsed 
in  proportion  as  you  have  enlarged  the 
franchise,  and  to  give  an  Increased  inflo* 
enee  to  landed  property  rather  thaatoany 
other  body.  The  motion  then  goes  on  to 
intimate  the  desire  of  the  people,— 

That  no  qualificalion  should  be  densmled 
from  memben  but  that  of  being  duly  elected 
by  a  majority  of  voleij  that  reptetentatives 
shoold  be  paid  for  their  aervices  at  Ihe  pnbtle 


which  ten  yean  ago  was  carried  ?  And  I  |  expence ;  and  tbat  election*  sboald  be  an- 
want  to  show  that  so  fer  as  argument  and  i  anal." 

reason  go,  your  proposition  is  without  any  I  These  are  tbe  wishes  of  tbe  peof^  of 
feundation whatever.  Ihaveabownnotthat  '  this  country;  and  the  bon.  Member  Ibr 
the  predictions  of  what  would  he  the  result  Coventry  says  that  the  expediency  of  their 
^tbe  Reform  Bill  have  heen  falsified,  but  adoption  of  these  dianges  is  agreed  upon 
that  my  anticipation  shave  proved  correct ;  [  —that  the  difficnity  is  as  to  the  means  liy 
and  tbat,  bo  &r  as  your  reasons  go,  a  most  which  they  are  to  be  carried  out.  [Mr, 
unstable  foundation  ii  afforded  for  your  W.  Willianu:  I  said  that  the  necessity  of 
new  system  of  representation.  I  have  a  change  was  amed  upon."]  No}  I  hug 
ahswn  you  tbe  inexpediency  of  miluDg  a    your  pardon.     You  said  thBt>  as  !«  the   . 
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neasuKS  to  be  aaked  far,  vou  were  agreed. 
Rod  therefore  I  *ay  that  the  object  of  bon. 
Hemben  is  not  to  carry  out  the  iateotiODS 
of  the  people )  for,  while  they  put  those 
withei  IQ  the  for^jround,  yet  you  will 
aot  permit  that  more  than  half  of  the  mea- 
tnm  which  they  deure  should  he  accorded 
to  them.  Therefore  I  agree  with  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Leicester,  that  it 
would  be  a  men  delusion  to  go  into  this 
committee,  atid  that  Dotbiog  but  disappro- 
buioD  would  arise  if  you  put  forward  this 
u  your  motioD,  and  yet  afterwards  "  cur- 
tailed it  of  its  fair  proportions"  by  one  hidf 
of  the  proporitiona  adranced  in  it.  On 
tbeee  grounds,  therefore,  not  twliering  that 
tlie  represeniatire  system  ia  surrounded  by 
■11  those  faults  which  1  ha?e  heard  im- 
puted to  it }  belieriag,  at  the  same  time, 
that  it  ia  not  free  Irom  defecta — alarmed 
by  your  statements  now  that  the  measure 
of  refbnn  has  produced  more  of  e? il  than 
existed  prerioiuly.  I  certainly  do  hear  with 
anxiety  and  distrust  the  sew  proposition 
wliicb  yoo  malte.  If  you  ask  me  what 
I  heliare  would  be  most  likely  to  give 
satiAction  to  the  people  of  this  country, 
I  should  ny  that  it  would  be  to  amelio- 
nte  their  ooodition,  which  you  will  do  if 
MS  npport  the  Inoraoe-tax  and  tariff. 
Tbey  participate  with  you  in  feeling  tliiit 
the  national  honour  should  be  sustained, 
and  that  the  nationnl  faith  should  be 
naintained,  Tbey  will  recognise  on  your 
put  t  sympaUir  with  them.  If  you  will 
^aoe  on  the  affluent  the  burdeui  under 
existing  drcumstanoee,  of  supdying  the 
iMans  of  •opporting  puUic  cicoit ;  and  if 
yon  will  at  the  same  time  adopt,  as  I  am 
very  eoufident  you  will  ultimately  adopt, 
tbose  measmee  which  I  baTe  propoeed— 
to  whSdi  1  have  alluded— to  which  I  feel 
■me  that  1  shall  semre  the  assent  of  my 
bon.  Friends  behind  me.  It  is  not  from 
■a  expeetattoD  of  conciliatiDg  the  support 
of  my  bon.  Friends  that  I  moke  that  ob- 
serration.  I  b^  to  assure  tbe  hon.  Mem- 
ber; or  because  I  intend  to  varv  from  tbe 
nain  principles  which  I  have  already  laid 
down,  bat  mm  a  confident  hope  that  I 
aiiall  be  able  to  show,  not  that  I  aball  not 
ndooB  the  price  of  the  articles  of  subeist- 
•oce,  but  tbe  tadnction  of  those  prices  will 
be  fiir  tlie  ioterert  of  all  ctaaaea.  And  1  do 
irmly  believe,  that  if,  without  greater 
delay  than  is  absoluteljr  necessary  for  the 
cMmderatioQ  of  this  subject,  you  will  look 
with  brour  to  the  prDpositions  which  I 
bare  made,  I  have  a  eoofideot  satisfaction 
tb«(  you  will  give  cooduare  eridence  t« 


the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try that  you  are  desirous  of  promntice 
their  comforta  and  their  interests,  which 
will  do  more  to  dispense  with  tbe  necessity 
of  a  motion  of  this  kind  for  disturbing  the 
constitution  of  the  country  and  altering 
the  representatiye  system,  than  if  by  the 
unanimous  support  of  this  House  the  hon. 
Gentleman  w.is  endlled  to  carry  this  mtH 
position  according  to  his  own  opinion ; 
and,  iu  my  opinion,  the  satisfaction  whtcb 
would  result  from  such  a  course  would  be 
ioRnitely  greater  than  any  which  could 
proceed  from  the  legidatire  adoption  of 
such  a  measure  as  that  which  is  suggested. 
If  you  complain  of  tbe  absence  of  the 
Duble  Lord,  the  Leader  of  your  party,  let 
me  adviie  you,  that  you,  as  if  you  were 
convinced  that  on  the  whole  my  finandol 
and  commercial  propowtions  are  wise  ones, 
tu-morrow  night  return  the  compliment 
by  staying  away  from  the  discussion  ctf  his 
proposals  upon  that  subject.  That  is  to 
say,  if,  on  the  whole,  like  the  hon.  and 
eloquent  Member  for  Northampton  (Mr. 
R.  Currio),  you  think  that  in  the  present 
state  of  this  country  there  are  measures 
which  there  is  good  reason  for  pasring, 
you  will  listen  to  them  with  favour;  and 
then  1  ask  you  to  stay  away,  or  at  all 
events,  not  to  lend  younelves  to  any  party 
combinations  in  opposition  to  them. 

Mr.  Muniz  said,  that  having  voted  with 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  other  evening, 
he  supposed  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
would  not  wish  him  to  stay  away  to-mor- 
row night.  He  had  been  one  of  those 
who  had  taken  an  actire  part  in  endea- 
vouring to  obtain  reform  in  Parliament, 
and  he  thought  that  tbe  right  hon.  Baro- 
net could  not  complain  of  tbe  exertions 
which  he,  in  company  with  others,  had 
asked  for  tbe  whole  bill.  He  appealed  to 
the  right  ban.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Dorchester,  and  also  to  tbe  right  hon. 
Baronet  who  had  last  spoken,  whether 
tbey  bad  had  tho  whde  bill  f  whether  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  intended  that  they 
shouhl  have  a  bond  ^fide  household  suffrage 
or  a  501.  teniutt  at  will  suffrage.  He 
contended  that  we  had  not  had  tbe  whole 
bill,  and  that  if  we  had,  the  state  of  the 
country  and  the  pontton  of  our  represent- 
ative system  would  have  been  entirely 
different  from  what  it  now  was.  He 
agreed  with  the  risht  hon.  Baronet,  that 
they  might  do  much  to  show  their  sympa- 
thies with  the  people.  But  why  did  the 
B|ile  comphun }  Because  they  had  a 
rspresentatire  Bystcnt— bcCRBM  the 
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Reform  Bill  bad  not  been  properly  carried 
out  He  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  uy  these 
fev  wtads,  and  he  would  only  now  state 
his  reasoDs  for  supporting  this  motion, 
He  did  not  entirely  agree  tritb  all  the 
statementi  made  in  the  proposition,  but  be 
did  not  object  to  payment  of  Members, 
and  this  upon  the  principle,  that  erery 
man  was  worthy  of  his  hire;  and  that,  he 
believed,  it  rarely  happened,  that  any 
maD  who  undertook  to  do  a  thin^  ti'ithout 
payment  afforded  saliatiction  to  bis  em- 
ployers. With  regard  to  annual  Farlia- 
meuts,  he  was  at  variance  with  his  hnn. 
Friends  near  him,  and  he  thought  three 
years  was  a  duration  which  was  quite  short 
enough.  Neither  was  he  prrpared  to  go 
the  length  of  adopting  the  princinle  of 
univeraal  sufirage.  But  he  *iewecl  this 
as  a  subject  entitled  to  very  serious  consi- 
deration, and  declared  bis  belief,  that  a 
very  considerable  extension  of  the  elecli 
franchise  was  demanded,  and  would 
adraotageous  both  to  the  people  and  to 
the  aristocracy.  One  word  more  to  the 
right  hon.  Baronet.  It  was  said,  that 
coming  events  cast  their  shadow.i  before ; 
and  there  were  no  men  more  interested  in 
watching  thoae  shadows  than  those  who 
had  the  conduct  of  the  Goremment  of  a 
great  country.  He  thought,  that  the  de- 
bale  of  this  evening  might  be  looked  upon 
as  the  shadow  of  some  event  of  future 
OGcnrreoce,  and  he  hoped,  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  would  give  the  most  serious 
Gonuderaiion  to  the  leelings  of  the  people 
at  large,  in  connection  with  the  subject 
which  had  now  been  discussed. 

Mr.  Turner  said,  that  he  should  suppnrt 
the  motion,  although  he  was  opposed  to  an- 
nual Parliaments,  which  he  was  satisfied 
were  destructive  to  the  real  interests  of  the 
country.  The  state  of  excitement  in  vrhich 
the  boroughs  throughout  the  kingdom  were 
during  the  municipal  elections  was  a  siifE- 
cient  evidence  of  this. 

Captain  Plumridge  said,  although  be 
did  not  go  the  whole  length  of  the  motion, 
yet  he  should  cordially  give  his  vote  for  it, 
on  account  of  the  last  seven  lines.  He 
would  not  detain  the  Honse,  and  be  had 
not  another  word  to  aay. 

Mr.  Cobden  said,  that  before  the  House 
came  to  a  dirision  it  would  be  well,  that 
thev  should  understand  what  the  motion 
really  was,  because  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  managed  so  dexterously  to  mystify  its 
real  character,  as  to  leave  the  very  simple 
question  for  consideration  involved  in  con- 
siderable otocurity.     The  House  was  not 
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called  upon  to  go  to  a  rote  upon  the  n> 
rious  points  of  Vote  by  Ballot,  Unifenal 
Suffrage,  and  the  other  points  contained  in 
the  terms  of  the  motion  ;  but  the  questioa 
was,  whether  the  people  had  been  for  yens 
petitioning  this  Honse  for  the  charter  in 
vain,  and  whether  they  should  now  go  into 
the  consideration  of  the  questions  invented 
in  the  motion,  without  giving  any  idedgs 
to  maintun  any  one  point  involved  in  it. 
The  difierence  between  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet and  Gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the 
House  was  simply  this:  Gentlemen  on  bic 
side  of  the  House  might  differ  from  many- 
points  of  the  charter,  but  they  were  willing 
to  consider  the  whole  of  it,  and  to  investi- 
gate the  whole  question,  but  the  right  b<m. 
Baronet  declined  to  go  into  the  coosider»- 
tion  of  the  subject,  and  would  not  conde- 
scend to  enter  upon  the  examination  of  the 
matter.  Was  not  tliis  the  answer  which 
he  gave  to  the  ban.  Member  for  Rochdale  f 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  praised  the  hon. 
Member'scandourand  honesty  of  intention 
in  bringing  forward  the  motion,  but  on 
what  ground  did  he  reject  it  ?  Tlie  right 
hon.  Baronet  said,  that  if  one  portion  of 
the  motion  of  the  boo.  Member  was  ac- 
ceded to,  it  would  give  an  increased 
power  to  the  landlords,  and  he  added,  that 
if  another  portion  of  it  was  adopted,  that 
it  would  destroy  the  monarchy.  Now, 
these  principles  appeared  to  him  to  be  ■« 
opposite  to  the  results  that  would  follow 
as  the  poles.  Bat  in  continuing  to  ex- 
clude the  people  from  all  share  in  the  re- 
presentation, would  they  be  satisfied  with 
the  special  pleading  of  the  right  faon.  Bfta 
ronet  ?  Did  any  of  the  party  opposite  b^ 
Here  that  they  would  be  Able  to  satisfy 
the  people  under  their  present  difficulties 
by  resorting  to  such  arguments!  The 
Reform  Bill  bad  now  been  passed  ten 
years,  but  had  it  improved  the  conditioo 
of  the  people  in  any  one  respect  i  Was 
the  physical,  moral,  or  intellectual  condi- 
tion of  the  people  better  now  than  it  was 
ten  years  ago  ?  In  point  of  ha,  was  not 
the  intellectual  condition  of  the  pei^Ie  and 
their  education  a  scandal  to  Europe  ?  Wa> 
there  not  more  physical  suffering  in  this 
country  than  in  the  whole  of  Europe  toge- 
ther? and  were  they  to  be  reconciled  to 
the  continuance  of  their  sufferings  by  the 

rition  of  an    Income-tax?     Dia  the 
hon.    Baronet  and   hb    supporters 
really  believe,  that  the  people  of  this  coun- 


try were  to  be  deluded  by  such  sj 

They  had  heard  a  great  deal  in  that  House  A-^  | 

lately  of  various  class  interests— they  had    .„  hyVjOOQlC 
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part  of  any  one  to  say  so,  aad  it  was  ex- 
tremely bad  on  the  part  of  any  Minister  of 
the  Crovn,  for  it  was  notorioua,  that  hei 
Majesty  wbs  more  popular  than  any 
Monarch  that  ever  sat  on  the  Throne  o( 
this  realm.  Why,  he  asked,  mention  th« 
Soverejga  at  all  in  tht?se  debates ;  and, 
above  alt,  as  an  excuse  for  not  conceding 
political  rights  to  a  large  mass  oF  her  sub- 
jects f  He  bened  to  remind  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen that  this  movement  tn  favour  uf  a 
great  extensioD  of  the  franchiie  was  not 
supported  merely  by  persons  of  desperate 
fortunes,  for  it  had  amongst  its  advocates 
some  men  of  the  highest  station  and  in- 
telligence and  worth  in  the  country. 
When  such  persons  supported  it,  where, 
he  would  ask,  was  there  any  danger  in  con- 
sidering this  motion  P  There  was,  above 
all,  one  amongst  them  who,  after  having 
vindicated  suString  humanity  in  other 
climes,  and  the  result  of  whose  services 
many  of  the  party  opposite  claimed  the 
merit  of  for  theraselves,  bad  prominently 
stood  forward  as  its  advocate.  [Cnw  ^ 
''  Name."]  He  would,  then,  name  the 
individual  to  whom  he  alluded — it  was 
Joseph  Slurge.  He  called  upon  several 
Gentlemen  opposite  to  be  consistent,  and 
ta  unite  with  the  individual  whom  he  bad 
just  named  to  improve  the  condition  of 
their  countrymen,  as  they  bad  united  with 
him  to  give  freedom  to  the  Africans  in 
the  West  Indies. 

Mr.  Roebuck  could  not  sllow  the  mo- 
tion In  go  to  a  division  without  shortly 
stating  the  reasons  which  would  influence 
him  in  the  course  which  he  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty  lo  follow.  When  he  looked  to  the 
political  institutions  of  the  country,  he 
saw  that  a  rough  method  had  been  adopted 
of  working  out  the  constituiion.  The  ob- 
ject appeared  to  be  to  get  a  certain  amount 
of  intelligence  in  the  body  who  were  to 
choose  the  members  of  that  House.  The 
means  by  which  this  was  lo  he  efTected 
was  by  the  payment  of  a  certain  amount 
of  money  for  the  house  which  they  occu- 
pied. If  a  man  was  a  10^.  householder 
he  was  found  sufficiently  intelligent  and 
virtuous,  by  the  constitution  of  this  coun- 
try, to  have  a  vote  in  the  choice  of  the 
representatives  of  the  country.  This, 
then,  was  the  rough  method  by  which  they 
attempted  to  gain  the  end  sought.  He 
would  ask  Gentlemen  opposite,  as  expe- 
rienced, and  sagacious,  and  clever  men, 
whether,  in  the  common  affairs  of  life 
tbey  thought  that  this  would  be  the  belt  : 


heard  of  the  landed  interest — the  West- 
Indian  interest — the  timber  interest,  and 
other  interests ;  but  they  bad  never  heard 
ooe  word  said  with  respect  to  the  labouring 
interest.  He  should  vote  for  the  motion 
of  his  ban.  Friend,  because  be  was  anxious 
that  the  labourers  should  have  a.  full  and 
fair  share  in  the  representation ;  for,  by  the 
adoption  of  this  principle,  he  thought  that 
they  would  be  enabled  to  ensure  to  them  a 
better  mode  of  living  than  they  now  en- 
joyed. He  believed,  that  an  improved 
means  of  subustence  could  be  supplied  in 
a  better  manner  than  by  the  proposed 
tariff.  If  the  law  was  put  upon  a  proper 
fiwting,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  quarters 
of  com  would  not  be  locked  up  in  the 
warehouses  of  this  country.  He  believed, 
that  the  middle  classes  were  as  much  in. 
terested  in  carrying  out  this  proposition 
as  the  labouring  classes.  The  middle 
clasoes  could  not  fight  the  aristocracy  sin- 
gl^banded.  The  aristocracy  had  been 
playing  on  the  feelings  of  the  labouring 
classes,  and  had  exerted  themselves  to  pre- 
vent their  joining  the  middle  classes.  The 
aristocracv  bad  trampled  on  one  class,  and 
bad  pluuaered  another.  The  policy  which 
had  Deen  pursued  was  too  apparent  to  be 
misunderstood  in  the  House.  The  right 
bon.  Baronet  had  intimated  also,  that  the 
adoption  of  this  proposition  would  be  at- 
tended with  danger  to  the  aristocracy 
and  the  monarchy.  The  monarchy  had 
been  brought  prominently  forward  in  ihat 
discussion.  Why  had  this  been  done  ? 
There  was  no  feeling  against  the  mo- 
narchy in  this  country;  but  he  readily 
allowed,  that  there  was  an  intense  fettling 
of  hatred  existing  against  the  aristocracy. 
If  there  was  not  an  intense  feeling  of 
hatred  existing  against  the  aristocracy,  why 
did  you  say,  that  it  would  he  dangerous 
to  give  this  power  to  the  people?  He 
eould  speak  of  the  feelings  oi  the  in- 
habitants of  the  borough  from  which 
be  came,  and  from  a  pretty  large  expe- 
rience of  the  labouring  classes.  He  re- 
Cated,  that  he  firmly  and  conscientiously 
liered  that  the  people  of  Stockport  en- 
tertained the  moat  intense  hatred  to  the 
S-stem  under  which  they  were  governed, 
be  peivle  of  that  place  saw  numerous 
doiea  mills  and  factories,  and  they  endured 
in  cotuequence  great  privations,  and  they 
Irapoted  all  thdr  erils  to  the  system  of 
legislation  in  this  country.  Wbv  did  the 
right  hoD,  Gentleman  say,  that  the  adop- 
tion of  tbe  motion  would  be  daneerous  to 
tlH  m(Rnrch7?    It  tu  too  bw  on  the 
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mod«  of  geUJDg  tbe  moit  intelli^eDt  sad 
able  pemni  for  any  duttei  which  they 
might  wiiih  to  have  performed  T  He  would 
aik  nhether,  ia  the  ordinary  transaclions 
of  lire,  they  would  asic  whether  a  man  wa* 
a  10/.  bouBcbolder,  or  whether  he  wai  a 
freeholder  by  inheritance  or  purcbau,  or 
whether  he  held  a  50^.  holding  frooi  hJi 
landlord  before,  they  engaged  with  him  for 
any  purpose?  Not  at  ail.  They  would 
adjuBt  their  object  by  other  means,  and 
would  look  U)  qualificattoDs  of  quite  a  dif- 
ferent nature  from  those  which  he  had  just 
alluded  to.  He  would  ask  this  othar  ques- 
tion :  whether  there  were  not  other  means 
by  which  you  could  learn  the  degree  of 
intelligence,  Tirtne,  and  probity  profesied 
by  an  iiidi*idual  to  qualify  hitn  to  take 
part  in  the  choice  of  the  representatives, 
and  thus  exercise  a  control  over  the  buii> 
ness  of  the  (Government.  Gentleman 
opposite  would  altogether  exclude  the  la- 
bouring classes  from  tbe  represeotatife 
system.  ["  No,  no, "]  Well,  ihen,  they 
would  almost  alti^ther  exclude  him  from 
a  share  in  it.  He  would  not  lay  altogether, 
because  he  hated  exaggeration,  but  at  any 
rate  they  would  exclude  a  large  portion  of 
the  labouring  classes  from  taking  part  in 
the  election  of  representatives.  He  would 
ask  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  who  wasa  man 
of  large  experience  in  the  business  of 
legislation— he  would  ask  him,  whether 
there  were  not  men  as  virtuous  and  as 
worthy,  and  of  as  large  and  perspicuous 
minds  amongst  the  labouring  classes  as 
amongst  the  other  clau  in  the  community  ? 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  nodded  assent; 
then,  he  would  ask,  why  did  the  conititu- 
lion  exclude  them  from  baring  any  share 
in  the  election  of  Members  of  this  House  ? 
Then,  he  would  ask,  whether  it  was  not  a 
subject  worthy  of  inquiry,  whether  the 
labouring  claases — which  it  was  admitted 
contained  so  many  worthy  and  TJrtuons 
men — should  not  have  a  share  io  the  re- 
presentation i  All  that  was  asked  by  the 
motion  was  vbethei  you  would  notcoo> 
aider  whether  the  means  did  not  exist  of 
introducing  these  worthy  individuals  within 
the  pale  of  the  constitution.  In  the  an- 
swer of  tbe  right  hon.  Baronet,  he  con- 
fessed that  he  did  not  we  much  to  admire 
either  in  its  tone  or  manner.  Heobvionsiy 
did  not  consider  it  as  a  parly  motion  which 
could  shake  the  Tory  party,  but  the  lan- 
guage with  which  the  right  hon.  Oentle- 
man  treated  the  question  would  go  to  tbe 
hearts  of  the  people.    Tbe  motion  was 


merely  for  inquiry  into  tbe  polittoat  syitmi 
eiiiting  in  this  country,  and  made  do  al- 
lutioD  to  tbe  physical  condition  of  tbe 
people.  He  wonid  atk  then  tbe  Hoose  and 
the  country  what  they  Ibought  of  tb«  totw 
of  speech  adopted  by  the  right  liou.  Baio- 
net,  and  at  the  ridicule  and  mockery  which 
he  had  thrown  on  the  subject  T  It  wat 
not  an  occasion  to  excite  laughter.  Aa 
be  had  just  told  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
his  power  was  not  at  stake  on  this  quw- 
tion,  but  there  was  a  trial  going  on  which 
deeply  involved  the  feelings  of  a  lar^ 
body  of  men.  Was  he  so  strongly  boand 
by  the  chains  of  psrty  that  he  could  not 
consider  the  motion?  Ha  baliered  diat 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  ashamed  of  lbs 
party  spirit  under  which  he  waa  oflm 
obliged  to  act,  and  that  he  would,  if  hon. 
Gentlemen  allowed  him, go  Into  an  inquiry. 
He  feared,  however,  that  the  right  boo. 
Gentleman  wanted  the  spirit  which  ih« 
importance  of  the  subject  required  to  get 
rid  of  his  party  ties.  It  was  supposed  that 
the  great  interest  in  danger  was  tbemono- 
poly  of  political  representatioQ  which  waa 
possessed  by  the  aristocracy  and  the  landed 
power.  The  question  was,  whether  any 
danger  to  property  would  arise  from  con- 
ceding all  that  was  alluded  to  in  the  pre* 
sent  motion.  Some  of  the  party  opposite 
might  asiume  that  there  would  arise  some 
danger  to  property ;  but  he  contended 
that  this  was  an  extravagant  and  ground- 
less assumption,  coming  from  thoae  who 
had  the  monopoly  of  power  in  their  hands. 
The  labouring  classes  gnly  begged  the 
House  to  inquire  into  the  political  litua- 
tioR  in  whica  they  were  placed.  If  tbe 
House  rejected  the  motion,  they  would 
long  recollect  wilh.patnful  feelings  the  bad 
jokes  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  as  to  the 
revolution  of  the  planets,  and  the  graandi 
on  which  be  bad  opposed  this  motion.  Hfl 
said  that  it  was  presumptuous  arrogance 
on  tbe  part  of  Gentlemen  opposite  to  as- 
sume to  tbemsalvei  a  superiority  orer  tbe 
labouring  classes.  He  oeggad  them  to 
recollect  that  they  did  not  possess  tbe 
whole  intelligence  of  th«  country,  bat  Oiat 
the  labouring  classes  possessed  as  much 
intelligence  and  wisdom  as  those  opposite. 
Therefore,  under  these  circumstances,  wu 
it  right  to  shut  out  inquiry,  and  to  deiihkta 
that  the  labouring  classes,  which  wart  so 
virtuous  and  wortfay,  should  be  without 
hope?  He  called  upon  those  who  held 
the  reins  of  power  at  tbe  command  of  tbe 
agricultuial  despota  of  £ng)aad  to  nBO- 
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tioo  the  motioo,  if  tbey  triibed  to  inture 
tb«  peace  and  bappinew  of  thii  empire. 

Lord  Stmieji :  Although  1  thioli  that 
tbe  lone  and  violence  of  Uie  hoa,  and 
learned  Gentieown  will  be  ahnoit  a  suffi- 
cient answer  in  the  ajght  of  the  Houu 
and  the  country  to  the  speech  which  he 
hu  jiut  delivered,  a  ipeech  certainly  not 
vary  Twurkable  for  the  number  of  its  ar- 
nmenu,  however  it  may  be  for  the  nun^ 
Mr  of  ita  tepelitiooi,  and  altbough  I 
doubl  nM  that  my  right  him.  Friend  ji 
quite  prepared  to  take  the  retpontibility. 
and  auo  tbat  he  will  b«  proud  of  having 
the  tindirided  credit  of  hit  able  and  elo- 
queat  W>d  convinciag  speech  ;  yet,  itand- 
in(  in  sooMwhat  a  different  situation  from 
my  right  hon.  Fiieud,  as  having  been  one 
of  thoae  who  were  parties  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Reform  Bill,  Uttle  as  I  thought 
of  addretsbg  the  House  this  night,  and 
nothing,  I  can  assure  you,  was  further 
from  my  intention,  I  cannot  reconcile  it 
to  myself  lo  aroid  taking  a  portion  of  the 
reapoosibiUly  of  the  decision  which  we  arc 
aboat  to  come  to  by  giving  a  silent  vote 
on  the  question  now  before  the  House. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  tells  you, 
that  by  the  vote  you  are  about  to  give  you 
mean  to  declare  ihat  all  the  intelligence, 
nil  the  virtue,  all  the  good  feeling  of  th* 
country  i«  centred  ui  the  higher  and 
middle  claeses  of  the  community  of  this 
empire.  We  assert  no  such  thing.  We 
deny  not  to  the  humblest  man  in  this 
country  in  any  station  of  life  the  credit  of 
fulfilling  the  duties  of  that  station  with 
honesty,  virtue,  and  intelligence.  We 
claim  for  ourselves  no  exclusive  merit,  and 
we  deny  tooLbers  none  of  those  attributes 
to  which  they  may  deem  themselves  enti- 
tled. But  if  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman tells  nte,  as  1  have  heard  elated  by 
boo.  Membera  on  his  side  of  the  House, 
tbat  those  who  supported  the  Reform 
Bill  laid  it  down  as  their  doctrine  that 
every  person  who  directly  or  indirectly 
contributed  to  the  taxes  of  this  empire 
liad  an  inherent  right,  not  merely  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  li^ts  of  citizens,  or  the 
proleciiiM)  of  the  law,  but  ao  iabereiit 
right  to  the  exerdse  of  the  privilege  of  n- 
tiuniag  Members  to  vote  in  the  Legislative 
AssemUy  of  this  country,  then  I  venture 
lo  say  that  I  with  I  could  only  appeal  to 
•ome  of  those  (referring  to  the  absence 
from  the  House  of  the  ex-Ministers)  who 
wen  with  me  parties  to  that  bill.  1  wish 
vpoa  thU  occasion  I  conld  bat  etc,  bwdei 


my  right  hon.  Friend  (Sir  J.  Graham), 
who  cordially  united  with  me  in  that  meia 
sure,  a  Member  of  the  Cabinet  of  Lord 
Grey  who  brought  forward  the  Reform 
Bill,  that  I  might  ask  him  whether  any 
such  doctrine  was  broached  by  the  advo- 
CBt£i  of  that  measure  T  I  say  it  never  was. 
Their  doctrine  was,  that  the  right  of  voting 
for  Members  of  Parliament  was  not  an  in> 
bereat  right,  but  a  privilege  to  be  granted 
to  such  a  class  of  the  community  as  from 
their  intelligence,  station,  and  education, 
might  be  capable  of  exercising  that  privi- 
lege wisely  and  usefully,  and  for  the  tw 
oefit  of  the  whole  nation.  The  question 
agitated  at  the  time  of  the  Reform  Bill 
was,  whether  it  was  wise  or  eafe  to  breek 
down  existing  institutions  for  the  purpose 
of  ex  tending  the  sphere  and  enlarging  the 
limits,  not  of  that  right,  but  of  that  privi* 
lege?  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Qo- 
vemment  of  Earl  Grey  that  the  time  was 
come  when  it  was  safe  and  right  to  enlarge 
the  limits,  and  extend  the  sphere — nay, 
more,  that  th£  time  was  come  when  it 
would  have  been  unsafe  not  to  enlarge  the 
limits  and  extend  the  sphere  of  that  privi- 
lege; but  at  no  time  was  the  questioa 
argued  as  an  inherent  right.  It  was  a 
question  of  a  greet  political  measure— 4 
question  of  hi^  political  expediency—* 
question  of  how  far  with  reference  to  ths 
existing  institution*  of  the  country  the 
political  franchise  mi^t  safely  be  extended 
to  the  bulk  of  the  community.  And  the 
doctrine  we  laid  down,  and  which  we  do 
not  shrink  from  defending,  was,  that  as 
far  as  that  franchise  could  be  extended 
with  safety  to  the  existing  institutions  of 
the  country,  so  far  it  was  right,  end  so  far 
it  was  tba  duty  of  the  Ministers  of  the 
Crown  to  extend  it.  Bat,  having  laid 
down  that  doctrine,  the  Government  of 
Earl  Qrey  most  anxiously  and  carefully 
considered  how  far  in  their  judgment  it 
was  safe  and  wise  to  extend  it.  1  have 
heard  hon.  Gentiemen  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  say,  that  no  change  has  been 
effeclfd  by  the  Reform  Act.  Was  it 
thou^t  or  contended  at  the  time  that  do 
change  wonld  be  efiected  f  On  the  con- 
trary, did  not  the  extent  of  the  change 
which  it  proposed  create  considerable 
alarm  in  the  minds  of  many  wise  and 
pmdenl  men  ?  Was  not  the  extent  of  the 
change  hailed  with  satisfaction  by  a  large 
body  of  the  people,  and  was  it  not  re- 
ceived as  a  measure  of  concession  to  public 
feeling  7    I  uk  any  nun  practically  Is 
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tell  ne,  did  it  not  affect  to  a  large  extent 
tbe  influence  of  the  Commons  a(  thi* 
country  and  the  affairs  of  this  country? 
Wiiai !  the  bill  which  introduced  into  this 
HouBC  representatives  of  Manchester,  Bir- 
minghsm,  Sheffield,  Leeds — ay,  and  for 
Bath?  [Mr.  Roebuck :  "No."]  Thehon. 
Gentleman  lays  "  No,"  but  surely  he 
will  no:  contend  that  it  did  not  oh- 
taia  a  representatiTe  in  this  House  for 
the  peo|)1c  of  Bath?  If  he  does,  he 
contradicts  all  the  arguments  which  were 
uied  at  the  lime  in  favour  of  popular  re- 
presentation, and  against  that  system  by 
which  ten  or  twelve  individuals  were 
enabled  to  elect  a  member  for  that  city. 
By  the  Reform  Bill  these  great  townshave 
been  admitted  to  a  large  participation  in 
tbe  legislative  power  of  the  country  ;  the 
small  and  corrupt  boroughs  which  were 
held  in  the  hands  of  individuals,  and 
which  could  be  made  a  matter  of  bargain 
and  lale,  have  been  excluded  from  the 
representation ;  and  to  say  that  such  a 
measure  has  exercised  no  influence  upon 
the  Legislature,  or  enlarged  the  power  of 
the  commonaltjr  of  this  conntry,  a  mea- 
sure which,  on  account  of  its  extensive 
alterations,  was  at  the  time  regarded  by 
many  a*  amounting  lo  a  revointion  in  the 
political  history  of  the  country,  it  assert- 
ing what  I  am  convinced  the  country 
doei  not  feel,  and  it  not  prepared  to  be- 
lieve. I  join  with  Lord  John  Russell,  I 
join  with  Lord  Grey's  Government,  I  join 
with  tbe  Government  of  that  day,  which 
is  not  the  Gorernment  of  this  day, 
coincide  with  those  parties  in  opinion,  that 
it  WBiJ  expedient  and  wise  to  make  the 
measure  large  at  once,  and  I  did  joii 
making  it  ample  and  extensive,  because  I 
looked  upon  it  as  a  measure  on  which  we 
were  to  stand  or  fall.  And  although  I  do 
not  advocate  the  finality  of  any  measure 
as  affecting  successive  generations,  yet  I 
do  say,  that  there  are  in  this  countiy  foi 
teen  Gentlemen  who  are  bound  to  regard 
the  bill  as  en  ample  concession  to  the 
spirit  of  the  time,  as  admitting  the  demo- 
cratic principle  to  a  sufficient  extent,  and 
those  fourteen  are  the  Gentlemen  who 
composed  the  Cabinet  of  Earl  Grey,  and 
under  whose  sanction  the  Reform  Act 
was  submitted  to  the  PaTliament. 
those  fourteen  I  am  not  ashamed  lo  own 
that  I  was  one,  and  I  do  not  hestitate  to 
say,  that  being  one  of  them  I  do  not  and 
cannot  approve  of  a  motion  of  this  sort, 
vbicfai  after  a  crude  and  indigeited  fwhioo, 
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is  submitted  to  our  consideration,  and 
hiith  cannot  have  the  effect  of  settling 
□d  establishing  a  system  on  a  permaoent 
nd  sore  foundation,  but  which  must  rft- 
ler  tend  to  unsettle  men's  minds,  to 
_  rejudice  the  security  of  existing  arrange- 
ments, and  which  tells  the  people  in  so 
many  words,  that  nothing  is  settled,  no- 
thing fixed,  and  that  no  arrangeraeolt 
however  well  digested,  is  to  be  consider^ 
as  final.  But  the  fao^.  Member  tells  yotf\ 
that  his  motion  is  only  a  motion  fbc  in-  \ 
quiry.  This  is  certainly  very  conveoientt,,^ 
but  what  said  thehon.  and  gallant  Gen  tte- 
man,  the  Member  forFalmonth?  That 
hon.  Member  told  you,  in  a  short  speech, 
"  I  consent  to  the  present  motion  for  the 
sake  of  the  last  seven  lines  of  the  reaolo- 
tioD."  Well,  but  the  last  seven  lines  only 
tell  you,  that  a  complaint  having  been 
made  of  the  limitation  of  the  franchise, 
and  of  there  not  being  a  full  and  free 
representation  of  the  people,  it  is  therefore 
the  duty  of  the  House  to  lake  the  subject 
into  consideration.  By  agreeing,  then, 
only  to  the  last  seven  lines,  the  hoD. 
Member  excluded  all  the  substance  of  tbe 
motion,  and  thus  intimates  his  disagree- 
ment lo  its  several  important  parts.  He 
excludes  the  extension  of  the  sufirage, 
he  excludes  the  vote  by  ballot,  be 
excludes  the  abolition  of  Members'  quali- 
fication, he  excludes  the  payment  of  re- 
presentatives, he  excludes  the  subject  of 
annual  Farliaments.  All  these  points  tbe 
hon.  Member  studiously  excludes  from 
his  consideration  when  he  says,  "  I  will 
vote  for  inquiry  on  account  of  the  last 
seven  lines  of  the  resolution,  and  on  no 
other  ground,"  But  vote  for  inquiry ! 
What  inquiry?  la  it  to  be  an  inquiry  at 
tbe  bar  of  the  House  ?  Will  you  summon 
any  evidence  ?  Will  yon  adduce  any  new 
facts?  Will  you  appoint  a  select  com- 
mittee of  inquiry,  or  shall  tbe  inquiry 
be  conducted  by  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House  f  What  sort  of  an  inquiry  is  it  to 
be?  The  fact  is,  that  the  hon.  Member 
desires  no  inquiry  at  all.  He  brings  for- 
ward this  motion  not  tosettle  the  qaesUoa 
but  to  unsettle  it,  for  he  must  well  know 
that  he  cannot  bring  any  body  of  men 
together  in  this  House  who  can  agree 
upon  any  settlement  in  accordance  with 
his  peculiar  views.  If  the  hon.  Member 
thinks  he  can  settle  the  question,  why 
does  he  not  bring  in  a  bill  at  once  ?  Why 
does  not  the  hon.  Member  for  Falmonta 
bring  ia  a  bill  to  meet  his  Tiews  i    Why  ., 
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do  not  boD.  Members  oppotite  embody 
their  lepante  vieni  in  separate  bills  and 
let  as  hare  tbem  before  us  for  decision  ? 
I  belicTe,  qtiot  homifiei,  tot  itntentia,  it 
very  well  itiuitrated  bj  their  conduct. 
Bat  tben  the  bon.  Member  for  Stockport 
uks  if  »e  tbrow  any  slur  npoo  the  la- 
bonrinf^  claues?  I  answer,  No;  we  do 
notbiog  of  the  kind.  But  then  be  says, 
in  the  ordinary  concerns  of  life,  if  you  re- 
quired a  man  to  fulfil  particular  duties, 
would  yOD  ask  bim  if  he  was  a  10^  house- 
holder? To  this  I  reply,  "No,"  again. 
And  why?  Why,  because  with  regard 
to  such  a  nun  I  ^ould  inquire  not  as  to 
his  competency  as  an  elector,  but  as  to 
his  character,  his  station,  bis  intelligence, 
his  probable  capacity  to  fal6l  the  particular 
duties  of  the  trust  I  required  him  to  hold. 
But,  supposing  I  admit  you  to  be  right, 
bow  will  you  apply  your  principle  ?  You 
tell  us  that  you  would  take  character  and 
intelligence  as  your  test ;  that  you  would 
inquire  as  to  the  cb^cter  the  position, 
the  intelligence  o^  each  individual  before 
yon  entitled  him  to  vote.  Why.  who  is 
to  be  the  judge  ?  Yes,  and  tben  you  come 
down  to  this  House  and  talk  of  the  inqui- 
sitorial nature  of  the  Income-tax— at  to 
the  inquiries  to  be  put  concerning  a  roan's 
property  and  receipts.     I  know  not  who 

rar  grand  inquisitors  are  to  be,  but  this 
think  you  cannot  but  admit — that  a 
ftrocess  of  iaquiry  so  inqntaitorial,  and 
tkely  to  prove  so  absurd,  as  that  you 
would  institute,  is  a  process  that  would  be 
found,  in  the  end,  to  be  entirely  imprac- 
ticable. But  then  says  the  bon.  Member 
for  Bath,  you  apply  a  rough  justice  to  the 
case.  Yes,  we  do  apply  a  rough  jnitice. 
We  do  not  say  that  there  are  not  roany 
non-electors  highly  virtuous — it  is  quite 
true  there  are  many  ;  we  do  not  say  they 
are  not  possessed  of  intelligence — it  is  true, 
that  some  are  highly  educated ;  bnt  this 
WQ  do  say,  that  a  man  of  a  certain  station 
is  more  likely  to  possess  that  intelligence, 
and  that  in  applying  the  rough  justice, 
and  giving  the  electoral  power  to  the 
higher  and  the  middling  classes  down  to 
a  certain  point  (an  arbitrary  point,  as  I 
freely  acknowledge),  you  are  giving  the 
power  to  those  who  by  situation  possets — 
not  more  intelligence,  more  virtue,  or  more 
sense,  bat  saperior  means,  superior  leiiure, 
superior  advantages  to  improve  that  sense, 
and  to  acquire  for  themselvea  the  power 
«f  judging  of  the  wants  and  requirements 
of  the  natin  popvlitiOD.    But  theoi  lajs 
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the  hon.  Member  for  Stockport,  your  le- 
gislation is  the  canse  of  all  the  evils  which 
afflict  the  nation,  and  my  constituents  are 
driven  to  that  belief  by  their  wants  and 
requirements.  ["Mr.  Cobden,  I  beg 
pardon.  ['Order/]  Iwillexplainpresently.j 
That  will  be  quite  the  Parliamentary 
course.  I  am  sure  I  shall  be  glad  to  be 
corrected  if  I  have  fallen  into  any  error, 
but  I  thought  I  heard  the  hon.  Member 
say,  that  the  electors  of  Stockport  were 
induced  to  complain  of  the  existing  itate 
of  the  representation  by  the  extent  of  their 
distress,  and  further,  that  they  attributed 
that  distress  to  the  Legislature  and 
the  operation  of  our  legislation.  All 
I  wish  to  say  npon  this  is,  that  I  think 
it  very  possible  that,  nuder  sach  dis- 
tresHing  circumstances,  the  electors  of 
Stockport  are  not  qualified  to  be  the  moat 
impartial  judges :  that,  under  the  pressure 
of  their  distress,  they  may  postibly  look 
to  measures  as  means  of  affording  tbem 
relief,  which  meaiures  it  might  be  very 
unwise  and  very  impolitic  to  a^opt.  And 
I  draw  this  conclasion,  that  persons  sub- 
ject to  such  distress  may  be  led  to  adopt 
conclutions  concerning  events  which  men 
of  more  education,  placed  in  circunw 
stances  in  which  they  can  judge  more 
impartially,  are  enabled  to  see  in  a 
truer  light,  and  concerning  which  they  can 
also  form  opinions  more  for  the  benefit  of 
the  community  at  lai^e.  I  shall  not  enter 
further  into  the  various  questions  which 
have  been  raised  in  the  course  of  the  de< 
bate.  If  any  person  thinks  it  necessary 
that  further  reform  in  the  representation 
of  the  country  is  required,  let  him  tell 
openly  and  honestly  what  reform  be  would 
have,  aud  what  is  the  proposition  which 
he  would  lay  before  the  House.  You  are 
acting  under  a  full  reipontibility  to  the 
public  at  large,  as  well  as  to  the  consti- 
tuency whom  you  repreaant.  Beware, 
then,  lesl  in  such  vague  motioni  as  theie 
— whilst  you  are  apparently  attempting  to 
extend  the  suffrage,  you  do  not  materially 
diminish  the  influence  of  the  constituency. 
Whatever  proposition  is  to  be  made  to  the 
House,  let  it  be  presented  broadly  and 
distinctly  before  it,  so  as  that  it  may  be 
fully  and  fairly  heard,  and  a  correct  judg- 
ment be  formed  of  it  as  a  whole;  but  do 
not  agitate  the  country  by  a  general  and 
loose  motion  for  a  committee  to  consider 
a  question  already  settled,  and  to  which, 
as  so  settled,  I,  for  one,  am  resolved 
■teadily  to  adhere.  ■  Do  not  nnnttle  what 
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hu  been  already  done,  by  Tague  motiooi, 
whicb  cka  be  productive  of  no  effect,  or  of 
which  the  only  result  will  be  to  introduce 
sew  elementa  of  diicord  at  a  time  when 
the  march  of  Oovemment,  the  coune  of 
events,  the  position  of  aociety,  and  the  in- 
fluence of  the  constituency,  all  in  their 
several  relations,  are  fixed,  certain,  and 
steady. 

Captain  Plmmtlg^  thought  he  had 
guarded  his  vote  by  slatiug,  that  it  was 
not  b»  intention  of  going  the  wboln 
length  of  the  motion,  and  confining  it  to 
the  last  seven  lines  relative  to  inquiry.  Ue 
was  taunted  with  not  having  brought  in  a 
bill. 

Lord  SttaUey  did  not  state  that  the  bon, 
and  gallant  Oeolleinan  bad  supported  the 
whole  notion,  Oa  the  contrary,  he 
founded  his  ajigunent  on  the  fact  of  the 
bon.  and  galUnt  Gentleman  having  pn^ 
fessed  bis  support  of  the  motion  to  be 
founded  on  the  last  uvea  lines ;  and  be 
Bieicly  meant  to  show  bow  much  tboia 
who  supported  the  motim  of  the  bon. 
Member  for  Rodidale  differed  from  that 
hon.  GeDtlemaa's  conclusions. 

Mr.  Cobdm  explaioed :  What  he  bad 
said  was,  that  the  majority  of  the  people 
antertaioed  an  inlMse  bailed  of  that 
House  as  at  present  oonttituied,  and  at* 
tributed  all  tbeir  sufferings  to  its  legisla* 
tion.  Ue  had  laid  nothing  whatever 
about  the  reasons. 

Sir  T.  Wtide  said,  be  wished  to  explain 
the  grounds  on  which  he  should  give  bis 
vote.  He  did  Dot  feel  that  be  could  sup- 
port the  present  motion,  and  the  reason 
was,  be  did  not  think  it  was  calculated  to 
do  auy  practical  good.  It  was  undoubtedly 
popular  to  appeal  to  the  House  to  enter 
mb>  inquiry ;  but  when  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  committee,  it  was  generally 
with  the  view  of  receiving  evidence  and 
makiag  a  report.  It  was  to  coma  to  a 
nsolution  on  a  particular  proposition,  aod 
tbe  HouiB  jseldom  went  into  committee 
aotil  the  Member  who  uked  for  the 
cmnmittee  bad  pointed  distinctly  to  the 
qaestion  he  meant  to  submit  to  tbem.  It 
would  be  idle  fi>r  tbe  House  to  go  into  com> 
aittee  oa  a  great  variety  of  propositions, 
when  at  last  tbey  must  come  to  a  distinct 
tote  on  ssinglc proposition,  and  therefore  it 
was  fit  that  the  nature  of  that  proposition 
should  be  distinctly  annonnced.  As  be 
uoderslood  the  object  of  the  present 
motion,  it  was  to  take  ao  opinion  oa  what 
m*  c«Uad  ibe  diaitcr.    Uobw  tbe  (^oct 


the  Reprtientatiat.  980 
of  the  previous  matter  was  to  point  lbs 
attention  of  the  House  to  tbe  points  in  tbe 
reform  of  our  representation  which  consti- 
tuted  the  charter,  he  did  not  know  i^y  it 
was  there  at  ell.  Now,  faowevtx  tbe  re- 
presentation might  admit  of  alteration  and 
amendment,  he  did  not  think  the  oon&lij 
needed  any  further  inquiry  on  the  subject 
of  tbe  charter.  Havuig  himself  fnmed 
an  opinion  on  tbe  lu^ect,  he  did  not 
think  the  House  coidd  occupy  tbeir  time 
usefully  in  any  inquiry  on  the  subject. 
Considering,  ibereroT*,  that  this  motioii 
distinctly  pointed  to  the  subjects  that 
cousliiuied  tbe  charter,  and  bearing  io 
mind  that  there  were  subjects  before  tbe 
HouH  of  great  importance  to  the  coaotrr, 
aod  in  which  it  was  expedient  there  shouM 
be  as  little  delay  as  possible,  he  should 
consider  tbe  time  occupied  in  this  inqnirj 
would  be  wasted  time,  and  lead  to  no 
practical  result,  Jf  any  hon.  Member 
wished  a  reform  in  tbe  state  of  our  r^re- 
seotation,  the  pn^>er  mode  of  prooeoiue 
would  be  to  stele  to  the  House  tne  refom 
be  proposed,  in  order  that  the  Houaa 
might  adopt  or  reject  it  as  it  might  meet 
with  coocunence.  His  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  had  truly  said,  that  no  man  more 
disliked  making  exaggerated  sUiwwDte 
than  himself,  aod  be  vras  son  thai  be  had 
not  heard  the  whole  of  the  speech  of  tbe 
ri^t  bon.  Bsrooet,  or  be  would  never 
impute  to  the  right  bon.  Baronet  (Sir  ft. 
Peel)  anylhieg  like  disrespect  for  the  work* 
iog  classes.  Tbe  speech  of  tbe  right  boo. 
Baronet  was  as  perfectly  free  from  it  as  it 
was  possible  for  a  speech  to  be.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  began  oyatatingtbatwbatevcr 
opinions  he  might  entertain  of  the  propo< 
silion  befora  the  House,  the  lut  thing  tnat 
be  could  cootempbue  would  be  to  treat 
with  slighter  contempt  the  working  classes. 
He  thought,  therefore,  that  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  must  have  fallen  into  tbe 
mistake  from  that  pleasant  but  not  lesa 
e£Ecacious  mode  in  which  the  right  htw. 
Bsrooet  contrasted  the  different  Membera 
on  that  side  of  the  House  with  whom  tbe 
labouring  classes  had  nothing  to  do,  and 
have  thwic^t  that,  because  t£e  rigbt  bon. 
Baronet  rendered  his  pleasaotries  musical 
as  well  as  effective,  he  applied  them  to  tbe 
labouriog  classes  with  whom  they  had  no 
connection.  He  was  sure  he  bad  onl^ 
acted  in  accordance  wid>  the  wishes  of  ba 
bon.  and  learned  Friend  in  preventing  him 
from  doing  ioju«tice,and  he  wouU  only  add« 
UuU  he  thould  vote  Bgainat  tbe  nptmi.     . ., 
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Sir  Jl.  Pad  wid,  he  wsi  exeeadtDgly 
obliged  to  the  bon.  lod  learned  Member 
(SirT.  Wilde) for  the  jaitcoDitrnoiioD  he 
bnd  put  npoD  hiB  Isoguage,  sgd  he  thought 
he  ought  at  once  to  state  that  the  hon. 
and  learped  Member  for  Bath  had  com. 
pletely  ni^repreMDied  the  tenor  of  hii 
BTguments.  What  he  bad  laid  wai,  that 
he  could  not  reconcile  it  to  hi*  mind  to 
^re  a  liteat  TDte  upon  tuch  a  qnes- 
tioa  B*;that  mooted  hj  the  bon.  Mem- 
ber for  Rochdale.  He  rouu  wj,  that 
it  WH  ven  hard  if  an  hon.  GenlJenun 
used  an  BMUtd  argument  he  was  to  be 
debtrred  from  pointing  out  its  abinrdit^ 
to  the  House,  opon  the  plea  that  in  doing 
so,  he  was  gniltj  of  disrespect  to  the 
working  classes. 

Mr,  IVaJlace  rose  to  order.  The  speech 
which  the  r^t  bon.  Baronet  was  malung 
was  not  an  eipluation,  but  was  to  all 
inUnUand  purpoM*  a  secoitd  speech.  He 
appealed  to  the  Cfatir. 

The  .^edier.'  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
is  in  order. 

Sii  A.  Ptd  laidi  that  be  had  only  one 
obserratioo  to  make,  and  that  was  respect- 
ing the  seaie  of  the  untvimess  of  tba  io< 
termptioB  h«  had  experienced,  Bnreljr, 
if  ihe  bos.  and  learned  Member  for  Bath 
had  made  some  observations  on  a  speech 
of  bis,  of  which  be  had  heard  by  bis  own 
admisaioo  only  a  Tery  small  part,  he  <nu 
entitled  to  an  opportunity  for  aettiag  hin- 
■elf  rigbt  in  tbe  eyes  of  the  House,  with 
respect  to  bis  own  arguments,  which  bad 
been  misrcpfasanted ;  and  he  considered 
that  so  far  from  baring,  according  to  tbe 
bon,  and  learned  Member's  statement, 
showed  any  disrespect  for  the  labouring 
classes,  by  bis  staumenta  and  argument* 
IB  replyto  the  bon.  Member  for  Rochdale, 
he  had,  on  tbe  contrary,  showed  the 
highest  res|Met  for  the  working  people,  by 
coming  down  to  that  House,  and  sitting 
there  since  five  o'clock  listening,  notwith- 
standing hi*  other  occupations,  to  the 
speech, 

Mr.  Soebwk  observed,  that  tbe  right 
bon.  Baronet  was  making  a  second  speech. 
Sir  R,  Peel  sat  down. 

Mr.  Slemlt :  There  is  an  old  saying, 
that  "  fair  words  bntter  no  parsnips,'*  and 
I  think,  that  notwithstanding  what  the 
bon,  and  leaned  Gentleman  below  me  baa 
said,  that  no  other  interpretation  but  dis- 
respect to  the  working  classes  can  be  put 
Upon  what  fbll  from  the  right  bon.  Ba- 
ronet.   It  WM I  d«iii*«  wgrneb,  and  not 


what  the  right  bon.  Baronet  oocfat  to 
make.  The  right  hon  Baronet— {/itler- 
ruplion.^  I  shall  certainly  move  the  ad- 
journment of  tills  debate.  I  realljr  do  not 
see  why  |  should  not  have  a  hearing.  I 
have  as  much  right  to  speak  oa  tbe  qiiea* 
tion  as  any  Member  in  the  Home.  Tbe 
question  is  said  to  be  a  Chartist  qoeatioit. 
The  House  recollects  certain  proceedings 
at  Monmouth.  I  have  always  been  an 
advocate  for  popular  rights,  and  have  done 
my  duty  to  a  large  body  of  coostitnents, 
who  sought  me  oat.  [InlerrmtioH,]  It's 
all  very  well  to  say  "  go  oa.  I  wish  to 
say  a  few  words,  to  show  why  I  am  entitled 
to  speak  on  this  question.  Tbe  House 
will  recollect  an  outrage  which  took  place 
in  Monraoulb.  Having,  aa  1  aaid,  wvays 
represented  popular  opinions  in  the  Hoose 
— having  served  here  five  years,  and  not 
troubled  the  House  much,  I  think  I  have  a 
right  to  be  heard.  [Repealed  Intermp- 
tian.}  I  really  do  not  think  diis  is  fair 
ireatment'-it  is  now  only  twenty  minatas 
to  twelve — 1  have  aaid  that  I  only  wish  to 
occupy  the  attention  of  the  House  for  a 
few  minutes,  and  I  do  not  think  yon  are 
treating  me  foirly,  I  have  no  alternative 
but  to  move  the  adjournment  of  Ihe 
debate. 

Mr.  Cotliiu  seconded  the  motion  for 
adjournment,  which  was  negalivod. 

The  House  divided :— Ay  aa  67;  Noes 
226 :— Majority  159. 
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pal^  Wnkii  tbtOaji  MntoB  MuUnri  [ndnmlCr! 
MUlHid  CamtiM  BnUirairi  SMIh  KMttn  RiUnj  i 
Biia>UU«JinietlCBltiUnTI  Bbkmhiid  ImpionnwiiL  i 
BnMui  WilK  Wortii  GUaybildga  Qui  Windm 
Bhdfai  BiWdI  BDUDdHTi  Duk*  of  BgiUbnn  ErtUai 
HanchMUi  InOmDTi  WalStlillBtAiKlUwt>(Nal)i 
CtH  lotloaiTe  I  Wikarti"!  !■»>«"■  i  CatMhim  Inclo- 
■uni  Boui^  NUiinUartlin ;  Uitwtft  NuunUatlan. 
pKimon  PuuatiD.    Bt  Lord  WturadlBk.  (Rnn  H*U- 


CoD  of  Oia  pDor-lm^-BT  Bui  Saohopc.  Fro 
B>d.  tbr  Ripal  of  Uw  Ptor-liw  ADMndniaii  Ac 
BoblB  Lmd,  IMai  LUMm,  Us  (o  Almulon  of 


riigii  In  Inkui — fiy  ■  Dolile  Lonl.  ftna  OnMftrd, 
ChUb  Birtbun,  ind  adMI  plUM.  IfiiiMt  Uw 
Tnw,tl»-  ■       - 


tbw  of  tha  O114  m  tlM 

Spi&it  .  DoTin  (laBLAMc).]  The 
Duke  of  Wellmgto*  moved  the  Order 
of  the  Day  for  the  third  readiog  of  the 
Spirit  Duties  (Ireland)  Bill: 

On  the  qaeation  that  the  bill  be  read  a 
third  time. 

The  Bishop  of  Berry  could  not  allow 
thia  bill  to  pan  without  for  a  momeat 
calling  the  attentioD  of  their  Lordihipi 
to  Khat  might  be  its  coniequencei  if, 
as  he  feared,  it  ihould  encourage  the 
practice  of  illicit  distillation.  Tiiose 
only  who  had  witnessed  the  demoralizing 
effects  of  that  baneful  practice  could 
form  a  correct  noiion  of  what  thejr  were. 
Illicit  distillation  was  the  fruitful  source 
oF  some  of  the  wont  vices  of  civilized  as 
well  as  savage  life.  A  writer  on  this  sub- 
ject in  the  year  1818  had  well  described 
Its  effects  as  worse  than  any  of  the  ordi- 
nary evils  of  civilized  warfare.  He  hoped 
that  those  evils  would  not  be  found  to 
follow  the  passing  of  this  bill ;  but  he  so 
much  dreaaed  any  measure  which  had  a 
tendency  to  bring  beck  the  evil  of  illicit 
distillation,  that  be  wiihed  not  to  be  con- 
sidered in  any  way  a  consenting  party  tc 
Ibis  bill. 

Lord  Mouieagk  sud,  that  all  his  former 
objections  to  the  bill  still  existed.  It 
would  not,  as  he  had  said  at  an  early 
stage  of  the  measure,  add  to  the  revenue, 
but  it  would  do  much  mischief  to  the 
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country.  As  a  measure  of  financei  it  had 
the  experience  of  more  than  twenty  years 
agunst  its  success ;  for  the  whole  of  that 
experience  had  shown  that  in  every  in> 
stance  in  which  the  duty  on  sjnrits  in  Ire- 
land had  been  increased,  the  amount  brought 
to  cbai^  had  been  diminished,  and  in  every 
case  in  which  the  duty  had  been  lessened, 
the  amount  of  spirit  brought  to  charae  bad 
been  increased.  He  saw  no  reason  why  the 
same  principle  would  not  apply  to  the  pro< 
posed  increase  of  duty  in  the  bill  before  the 
HouK.  He  hod  on  a  former  occasion  al- 
luded to  the  very  injurious  effects  to  the 
discipline  of  the  anny  in  Ireland,  in  being 
Rent  out  to  assist  the  revenue  officers  in 
the  suppression  of  illicit  distillation;  hut, 
as  he  did  not  wish  to  let  such  a  statement 
rest  on  his  own  authority,  he  would  con- 
fidently appeal  to  the  opinions  of  those 
gallant  officers  who  had  held  the  in^KUlant 
office  of  Commander-in-chief  in  Ireland, 
by  all  of  whom  he  would  be  homo  out  in 
the  statement.  Whether  the  Queen's  troops 
might  be  again  employed  for  the  suppres- 
■ioD  of  illicit  distillation  bn  could  not  say, 
but  this  he  could  state,  that  for  a  force  of 
that  kind,  work  would  be  prepared  by  this 
bill.  Since  this  subject  was  before  their 
LiOrdships  lost,  be  had  bad  communications 
from  Ireland,  from  which  he  learned  that 
illicit  distillation  had  already  commenced  in 
the  northern  and  western  counties.  The 
cmrrespondeot  of  a  Mayo  paper  stated  very 
recently,  that  Sir  R.  Peel's  plan  of  improv- 
ing the  revenue  by  increasing  the  duty  on 
Insh  spirits  bad  given  quite  an  impulse  to 
illicit  distillation,  and  the  seizures  of  illicit 
stills  had  already  commenced.  Looking  at 
the  plan  only  as  a  finantual  measure,  he 
repeated  that  Government  would  be  cer- 
tainly disappointed  in  its  hope  of  getting 
a  revenue  of  SSO.OOO/.  from  it.  He  would 
now  call  the  attendon  of  their  Lordships 
to  another  point  connected  with  this  biO. 
They  were  aware,  that  a  drawback  had 
heretofore  been  allowed  on  malt  used  for 
distillation,  which  amounted  to  Sd,  a  gallon 
on  the  amount  brought  to  charge.  By  the 
present  bill,  that  drawback  would  be  re- 
pealed. Now,  the  effect  of  that  would  be 
to  establish  a  great,  and,  be  thought,  a  very 
unjust  inequality  between  the  £stil]et8  oif 
Scotland  and  those  of  Ireland,  for  while 
the  drawback  was  taken  away  from  the 
Irish  distillers,  it  was  continued  to  those  oS 
Scotland.  This  would  operate  very  nn« 
fairly  to  the  Irish  distiller  who  sent  spirits 
any  of  our  colonies,  or  to  the  United 
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nDoni,  the  Seoieh  diidller  wouM  obtain  s 
diBwback  of  SSL  6g.  8d^  whi^  mu  with- 
held fiara  the  eiporter  of  Iruh  apiritt, 
whose  export  bade  would  be  cniihed  and 
ruined  bjr  thia  bill.  The  Irish  dtitinerhod 
relied  on  the  Isw,  which  placed  him  on  an 
equRlity  with  the  distiller  of  Scotland ;  bnt 
ho  now  saw  thit  eqnnlitj'  removed,  and 
that  hj  glnll  which  profened  to  treat  them 
equally-  There  WM  another  pcrint  on 
which  he  would  ny  a  word.  When  any 
additionj  of  duty  were  made  on  former 
occssionf.  they  were  to  take  efiect,  "  fmm 
and  afVer"  the  day  on  which  the  rcaalu* 
tions  to  that  effect  were  agreed  to  by  the 
Hoaae  of  ConuKms;  but  on  the  present 
oocasion  the  increaaed  dutief  were  to  com- 
mence "  on  and  after"  the  day  on  which 
the  rewlutioni  had  been  agreed  to.  Now, 
this  he  thought  was  unfair,  as  it  would 
affect  all  the  spirits  snid  on  that  day,  and  it 
was  a  departure  from  the  general  practice 
of  Ooremment  when  laying  on  similar  ad> 
ditlons.  TIus,  however,  was  a  matter  of 
detail.  His  chief  obJectionE  to  the  bill  rested 
OB  the  principles  he  had  stated,  and  on 
then  he  wonld  my  "  not  content"  to  the 
third  reading  of  this  hill,  if  it  were  only  to 
record  his  ot^ections  to  it. 

The  Earl  of  AtpoH  said,  the  objections 
of  the  noUe  Lord  were  only  a  repetition  of 
thoM  which  he  had  madeon  a  former  occa< 
rion,  and  th^  were  not  of  a  nature  to  alter 
bU  o^ion  or  the  bill.  He  should,  indeed, 
be  nry  amny  to  find  that  such  oonseguenees 
as  the  noble  Lord  had  feared  from  om  can- 
ployment  of  the  troops  in  Ireland  in  the 
suppression  of  lUicit  distillation;  but  be 
did  not  think,  there  wonld  be  any  necessity 
fbr  such  employment  now,  as  we  had  a  very 
effictire  revenue  police,  placed  under  the 
mders  of  a  very  active  and  intelligent  officer. 
With  respect  to  the  drawback  on  malt  being 
taken  fW>ai  the  Irish  distiller,  and  con- 
tinued to  the  Scotch  distiller,  his  noble 
PViend  seemed  to  forget  that  the  two  were 
on  a  per  when  the  Srotch  distiller  brought 
his  spirits  into  Ireland.  He  admitted, 
that  there  was  an  inequality  between  them 
in  the  expOTt  of  their  respective  spirits, 
and  he  must  say,  that  such  inequality  was 
not  intended,  and  tlutt  the  Government 
vnnild  ti^  measures  to  remove  it.  With 
respect  to  the  du^  taking  efiect  "on  and 
after,"  instead  of  "from  and  after^  the 
posing  of  the  resolution,  he  believed  that 
the  former  words  were  used  on  similar  oc- 
casons.  He  saw  that  it  was,  as  his  noUe 
Friend  stated,  in  those  acts 
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precedent!  flko  for  the  terms  nwd  ia  the 
present  hill. 

The  £arl  of  WieUom  Mid,  that  wlieii 
this  sabject  was  under  discussion  on  a  fiw- 
mer  evening,  he  stated,  that  it  had  his  »p. 
probation,  as  he  lisd  that  ooofidcnee  in  the 
Government  that  they  had  given  the  bill 
tlie  fullest  consideration,  and  that  tbc^ 
would  not  tend  to  in  any  way  injure  public 
morality ;  but  he  own(^,  that  ao  fdt  very 
differently  on  the  present  occasion — not 
from  any  want  of  confidence  in  the  G^ 
vemment,  for  his  confidenee  femataed 
BtUl  the  same,  but  because  he  tfaouf^t  that 
a  great  mistake  had  been  committed  by  the 
Government  with  respect  to  the  Mil.  The 
bill  was  grounded  on  the  profiled  intm- 
tion  of  Government  that  tfia  Iridi  and 
Scotch  distillers  rimnld  be  placed  on  torms 
of  perfect  equality,  but  ^  details  (^  tbe 
bill  completely  destroyed  that  eqiHtlity. 
The  tiovemraent  had  admitted  by  ub  hUl 
that  the  inequality  did  exist— that  as  it 
now  stood  injustice  would  be  done  to  tiie 
Irish  distillei^— but  that  the  evil  wonld  be 
cured  in  another  bill  which  was  now 
before  the  HouB^  rela^g  to  Irish  ^- 
rituoua  compounds.  It  was  pcaribla^ 
that  the  evil  mi^t  he  removed  in  that 
way,  but  drcumstanoea  might  oeour  iriiicb 
would  prevent  the  Government  ftwn 
cairyine  their  intentions  into  e%ct,  and 
he  woiJd  say,  that  if  this  hill  wen  psaaed 
without  a  correction  of  the  envt  into 
which  its  framers  had  fidlen,  it  would 
ite  immense  confusion  and  annayaneo 
Ireland.  Noble  Lords  should  oonMtf 
the  position  in  which  the  Irish  distOlen 
stood  at  present.  They  were  aware,  that 
by  the  temperance  movement,  a  change  of 
an  almost  miraculous  nature  had  been  made 
in  the  habits  of  a  very  large  class  of  the 
Irish  people,  who  had  been  brou^t  fern 
habits  of  intoxication  to  those  of  aohriety ; 
and  let  him  say,  that  the  more  he  consi- 
dered that  change,  and  the  moral  eficcu  it 
had  produced,  the  more  he  was  diiposed  to 
praise  that  great  man  who  had  been  inattn- 
mental  in  bringing  it  about.  Before  this 
change  some  of  the  distillers  osed  to  make 
what  was  called  whisky  for  the  poor  awn 
— that  was,   whisky  distilled  from  oats. 


Tbe  change  in  the  hatuts  of  the  people 
neariy  put  an  end  to  the  demand  fcr  that 
kind  of  spirit,  and  several  of  the  diatiUen 
confined  their  trade  to  the  production  of  a 
superior  kind  of  spirit  distilled  from  nalt, 
a  great  portion  of  which  was  sent  off  to 
which  his  I  some  of  our  colonies  ^nd  to  the  United 
noble  Friend  had  referred,  but  there  were  I  States  of  North  America;  but  if  tbn  hilt 
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■honU  pMi  in  ita  proKnt  state,  the  Iriafa 
diitiller  would  be  antea  out  of  thow  mU' 
keti,  of  vbich  the  Scotcb  dUtiUer  would 
ncehe  the  monopolj.  Tbe  drawback,  it 
WBi  true,  would  not  afiect  the  Iiiib  market 
tot  the  homa  connimption,  as  the  taste  for 
Scotd)  whiAj  did  not  prarail  in  Ireland. 
Why  ibould  the  inequuit?  he  bad  pointed 
out  be  luffeTed  to  continue  P  Ifheobtained 
aa  ammooe  from  his  noble  Friend  at  the 
head  of  the  Baud  of  Tiade,  that  thit  ine- 
quliqr  would  be  remedied,  be  would  not 
oppoiB  the  third  reading,  but  if  be  did  not, 
lie  mnit  tirin  with  his  noble  Friend  (Lord 
Monteagle)  in  leasting  it,  and  dividing 
with  him  if  he  should  take  the  itense  of  the 
Honae  on  it.  The  Irish  disUllera  had  re- 
quested him  to'  sa^,  that  the;  were  per- 
fiwtif  satisfied  with  the  trill,  provided  this 
mistiike,  as  it  was  admitted  to  be,  were 
oomcted.  Let  the  bill,  then,  stand  over 
for  a  few  dayi,  until  this  mistake  was  cor- 
reeted. 

The  Marquess  of  Clanricarde  cordially 
joined  with  his  noble  Friend  in  imploring 
their  Lordships  to  defer  this  bill  for  a  few 
days,  as  he  was  sure,  that  if  reconsidered, 
it  would  not  he  passed  through  PaHianient 
in  its  preMot  Aape.  He  would  ask  their 
Lordiftlp*  whemer  it  were  worth  while, 
for  a  rerenne  of  260,0001.,  sopposing  that 
Mm  oonld  be  realised  bjr  this  bill,  which 
wii  mora  than  doubtful,  to  do  away  with 
die  ttSaeti  at  that  temnennice  movement  of 
which  tiie  noUe  Earl  nad  spoken  in  terms 
mT  such  deserved  praiael  Was  it  worth 
wliile  fcr  that  palt^  amount  of  revenue  to 
risk  the  bringing  bade  of  the  Iridi  peanuts 
to  those  halnii  ftom  which  they  hai  in  a 
manner,  as  had  been  truly  said,  olmort 
niiaculausly  been  retooed?  His  noble 
Vtiead  hod  alluded  to  the  fkct  of  illicit 
distillation  having  already  eommenoed  in 
the  town  rf  Mayo,  and  nom  infonuadon 
which  he  had  received,  he  could  say  the 
■une  thing  of  other  parts  of  the  country. 
Conld  thor  Lordships  believe,  that  with 
the  lemntatioDS  wluch  those  illicit  stills 
would  plaee  in  the  way  of  the  Irish  pea- 
sant be  would  not  soon  relapse  into  his 
fiimer  InlnU  of  intoxication  i  This  was 
not  a  party  question.  No  one  had  so 
viewed  it,  and  if  he  had  the  same  eonfl- 
denee  in  the  Government  as  his  noble 
Friend  (the  Earl  of  Wicklow),  which  he 
had  not,  he  would  speak  of  this  lull  in  the 
same  langnsge  as  be  now  used. 

Earl  Forteteve  said,  it  was  almost  pre- 
sumptuous  in  him  to  rise  on  this  sul^ect, 
when  there  was  so  many  noble  Loids  pre- 


sent whdse  opinions  on  it  were  entiled  to 
ior  greater  weight ;  but  when  he  recollected 
the  temperance  movraient  which  he  bad 
witnessed  in  Ireland,  and  the  almost  mi- 
raculous manner  in  which  it  had  spread, 
and  was  still  spreadiog  in  that  country— 
when  he  recollected  the  great  moral  effects 
which  that  movement  had  produced  and 
was  producing — he  was  disposed  to  add  his 
request  to  that  of  the  noble  Lords  who  had 
preceded  him,  that  thdr  Lordships  might 
not  precipitately  pass  a  bill  which  wcmld 
risk  the  Inin^ng  back  of  the  Irish  peasants 
to  those  halrits  M  intoxication  and  of  crime 
from  which  so  roai^  of  them  had  been 
happily  rescued.  Cotuddering  tbe  imfnnved 
habits  of  the  Irish  people,  be  did  hope  that 
their  Lordships  would  jfiause  before  they 
passed  a  bill  which  mi^  be  followed  hf 
■0  many  evils.  On  these  grounds  he  would 
oppose  the  third  reading  of  the  bil]. 

The  Duke  of  WelUngUm  could  amire 
their  Lordships  that  tbe  Government  hod 
ppven  great  attention  to  this  sub}ect  before 
they  had  submitted  it  to  Parliament ;  and 
from  commnnications  which  they  had  had 
with  tbe  chief  officer  of  Excise,  and  with 
the  able  officer  who  was  at  the  bead  of 
revenue  police — >fram  these  souroes  they 
had  learned  that  the  most  effective  means 
would  be  adopted  for  the  prevention  of 
illicit  distillation.  Tbe  attention  of  the 
Irish  GovemnwDt  had  been  particularly 
called  to  this  subject  As  to  the  iaaqoali^ 
complained  of  between  the  Scotch  and  Irish 
dislillen^  he  could  say  that  sndi  was  not  the 
intention  of  the  Government,  and  he  did 
not  know  how  iudi  inequality  got  into  the 
bilL  It  had  been  s^,  that  Uiere  was  a 
Ull  now  peDding  in  the  otlter  House  which 
would  ancud  an  opportnnity  rf  correcting 
this  emn:,  and  his  ri^t  hon.  Friend  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  avail 
himself  of  it  for  that  purpose;  but  if  it 
could  not  be  done  in  that  way  a  new  hill 
would  be  brought  in  for  the  piinK«e>  In 
the  meantime,  in  order  to  see  what  could 
he  efieelad,  he  would  with  the  leave  of  the 
House  withdraw  the  motion  for  the  third 
reedbg  of  the  bill  till  Monday. 

Lord  Mmiieagk  begged  to  thank  the 
noble  Duke  for  taking  uuS  course.  As  it 
was  the  evident  intention  f^  tbe  Govem- 
;  to  eqoaliia  the  duties  on  Scotch  and 
Irish  distilleis,  he  hoped  it  would  be  bcnie 
in  mind  that  the  former  had  the  drawback 
in  Scotland  which  the  lattw  had  not,  K» 
that  the  Scotch  dhttilters  would  thus  haw 
a  monopoly  in  their  own  marliets. 
Motion  fat  the  thiid  icadiag  wilbdnin. 
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Maoutbact  (Iaslaitd.)  —  Ha.  Bii>> 
DDLPH.]  The  Marqueu  of  Normaitbi/ 
said,  it  ffu  bis  intentioD,  punuant  to  his 
notice,  to  put  a  question  to  tbe  Govem- 
ment  on  a  lubject  affecting  the  pure  admi- 
niBlration  of  justice.  The  queation  related 
to  B  subject  to  which  their  Lordship*'  atten- 
tion had  been  already  cslled.  What  he 
wanted  to  know  was,  whether  after  what 
took  place  at  the  King's  County  assizes, 
when  Mr.  Biddulpb,  a  inagiBtrate,  bad 
admitted  bis  having  advised  certain  prison- 
ers to  run  away,  any  communications  bad 
passed  between  tbe  Government  and  that 
gentleman,  and  whether  he  was  still  in  the 
magistracy  ?  Since  then  he  bad  had  a  com- 
munication with  his  noble  Friend  the 
Lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland,  who  stated  that 
tbe  case  had  never  been  brougbt  before 
him,  and  thought  there  was  some  remiss- 
ness on  the  part  of  those  who  ought  to 
have  brouffht  the  matter  under  tbe  noble 
Lord's  notice ;  yet  he  felt  confident  that  as 
soon  as  tbe  noble  Lord  directed  his  atten- 
tion to  the  case,  it  would  strike  him  in  the 
same  light  as  it  struck  bim.  Under  these 
circumstances  he  willingly  postponed  put- 
ting any  question  on  the  subject  uulil  that 

Question  postponed. 

Cork  Ikpoktatiom  Bill— Dutibs  on 
CiTTLB.]  Tbe  Earl  of  Bipm  moved  tbe 
third  rouUng  of  the  Com  Importation 
Bill. 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdimw  said,  he 
had  no  wish  to  obstruct  the  progress  of  this 
important  bill,  which  bad  already  been  dis- 
cussed two  nights,  though  it  bad  certainly 
been  passed  more  rapidly  through  its  dif- 
ferent stages  dian  measures  of  so  much  im- 
portance usually  were  at  the  present  period 
of  tbe  Scasion;  but  he  was  desirous  of 
taking  this  opportunity  of  putting  a  ques- 
tion to  his  noble  Friend  at  tbe  h^  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  There  had  been  announced 
to  the  other  House  of  Parliament  a  mea- 
sure relating  to  the  tariff  of  various  com- 
modities, one  portion  of  which  was  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  present  bill,  and 
must  be  consideiedi  in  reference  to  it,  as 
forming  part  of  one  general  measure  for 
the  protection  of  agricultural  produce.  On 
lookmg  at  that  tariff,  he  found  that  various 
sorts  of  animals  were  subjectai,  or  proposed 
to  be  subjected,  to  a  certain  limited  duty  on 
importation  into  this  country  ;  and  on  com- 
paring the  amount  of  that  duty  with  tbe 
amount  of  duty  propoecd  to  be  impoaed  for 
the  pralectioD  of  arable  produce  under  the 


present  bill,  be  found  a  most  matnial  dif- 
ference between  them,  so  as  to  put  ci{ntal 
neaged  in  one  branch  of  agriculture  in  k 
ifferent  footing  from  capital  engjiged  in 
another  branch.  According  to  tbe  calcula- 
tions of  those  who  introduced  the  preaont 
bill,  the  average  price  of  wheat  waa  stated 
at  about  56*.,  though  from  other  calcula- 
tions, which  be  had  seen,  he  was  led  to  be- 
lieve that  the  price  would  be  higher.  Tbe 
duty  proposed  to  be  levied  by  tbe  preaeat 
bill,  when  wheat  was  at  that  price,  waa 
16«.  or  between  27  and  28  per  cent ;  while 
the  duty  proposed  by  tbe  tariff  for  the  pro- 
tection of  agricultural  produce  did  not  ex- 
ceed 9  per  cent.  The  question  he  bad  tv 
ask  was,  whether  the  noble  Lords  could 
state  any  reasons  to  convince  the  House 
that  he  was  wrong  in  these  calculationa ; 
or,  if  not,  whether  it  were  tbe  opinioo  of 
the  noble  Lords  opposite  that  there  ought 
to  exist  this  difference  of  protection.  If 
this  difference  was  admitted  to  exist,  and  i£ 
the  noble  Lords  opposite  thought  it  ought 
to  exist,  he  certainly  bad  never  beard  any 
public  grounds  stated  in  defence  of  the  dif- 
ference of  protection.  Indeed,  be  should 
have  thought,  that  if  any  difference  was  to 
be  made  at  all,  there  waa  a  much  stronger 
argument  in  favour  of  a  greater  protection 
to  pasture  land  than  to  arable  land.  It  waa 
a  question  of  great  importance,  whether 
the  Legislature  ought  to  give  a  bounty  to 
the  application  of  capital  to  one  particular 
branch  of  agriculture  in  preference  to  an- 
other; or  whether  the  Le^ature  ought 
not  to  leave  capital  where  it  found  it,  and 
give  the  same  protection  to  it,  whether  in> 
vested  for  the  purpose  of  converting  land 
into  arable  purposes,  or  of  supplying  animal 
produce  from  it ;  for,  looking  to  tbe  means 
of  securing  food  for  the  country,  he  thought 
nothing  could  bs  of  greater  consequence 
than  maintaining  a  great  quantity  of  pas- 

The  Earl  of  RiptM  said,  that  at  no  time 
bad  the  duties  with  respect  to  theadmission 
ofcattle  corresponded  with  tbe  duties  on  the 
importation  of  com.  With  regard  to  the 
first,  there  had  been  a  prohibition,  and  the 
latter  had  been  regulated  by  a  duty  fluctu- 
ating more  or  less  inversely  to  the  price. 
The  two  subjects,  therefore,  bad  been  re- 
gulated on  different  principles.  The  prin- 
ciple ground  on  which  tbe  fluctuating  duty 
was  imposed  on  com  was,  that  the  effect  of 
the  seasons  had  a  material  influence  on  the 
produce,  so  that  the  supply  was  liable  to 
variation.  It  was  quite  true  that  tbe  sea- 
sons might  bare  an  ef^t,  also,  on  tbe  value 
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of  catllei  nuking  it  at  titna  leas  eaij  to 
bring  animali  to  the  market  in  the  same 
full  growth.  Still  the  price  of  cattle  never 
Tuied  in  the  same  manner  aa  com;  and 
the  propositioa  to  place  a  duty- cm  the  Im- 
portation of  cattle  r^ulated  on  the  same 
principle  as  the  duty  on  com  would  be 
totally  inapplicable  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  two  cases.  He  was  perfectly  ready  to 
admit  that  it  had  never  occurred  to  him  to 
regulate  the  duties  on  the  same  principle, 

Tlie  Marquess  of  Lantdawne  thoueht 
the  not^  Lo^  hod  not  ex  actly  apprehended 
the  purport  of  bis  question.  He  had  not 
askni  the  noble  Ixird  whether  he  thought 
it  fit  to  apply  the  system  of  averages  to  the 
importation  of  cat^e  j  hut  be  inquired  on 
what  ground  it  was  that  a  different  amount 
of  protectian  was  afforded  to  agricultural 
produce  in  the  two  cases  ?  The  noble  Lord 
uid  that  there  always  had  been  a  differ- 
«ice;  but  what  had  the  difference  hitherto 
been}  He  apprehended  that  cattle  and 
meat  had  received  a  greater  protection 
than  the  arable  produce  of  the  country ; 
and  now,  all  of  a  sudden,  without  any  rea- 
son being  assigned  for  the  measure,  the 
protection  on  cattle  was  not  oliered  with  a 
view  of  bringing  it  down  to  the  same  level 
with  the  protection  on  com,  but,  having 
been  before  distinguished  by  being  greater, 
it  was  proposed  henceforth  to  distinguish 
it  by  making  it  less.  If  this  were  the  case 
be  thought  Parliament  ought  not  to  agree 
to  the  measure  without  learning  whether 
the  Government  had  distinctly  considered 
the  point,  and  what  were  the  grounds  on 
which  they  vindicated  it.  He  beg^d  not 
to  be  understood  as  giving  an  opinion  ad- 
verse to  the  measure.  On  the  contrary, 
he  might  say,  without  entering  into  details, 
that  he  considered  the  investigation  of  the 
tariff  with  reference  to  its  impmrement  to 
be  a  work  infinitely  honourable  to  those 
who  bad  attempted  it.  But  it  was  right 
that  this  improvement  should  be  effected 
on  some  settled  and  intelligible  principle, 
and  he  had  not  heard  any  reason  assigned 
by  the  noble  Lord,  who  admitted  that  the 
tariff  abolished  the  former  protection  on 
cattle,  which  was  greater  than  that  afforded 
to  corn,  and  gave  cattle  an  inferior  protec- 
tion now,  why  this  alteration,  which  was 
an  important  departure  from  the  system 
hitherto  pursued,  was  proposed. 

The  Earl  of  Aipon  said,  he  had  already 
explained  the  principle  of  the  different  du- 
ties on  com  and  cattle.  The  noble  Mar- 
quess said,  that  the  duty  on  wheat  when 
the  price  was  56f.  was  16f.  under  the  pre- 
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sent  billt  being  S7  or  28  per  cent.,  and 
that  the  duty  proposed  to  be  levied  on  the 
importation  of  cattle  did  not  exceed  9  per 
cent. ;  but  his  noble  Friend  forgot  that 
with  respect  to  the  duty  on  wheat,  it  did 
not  remain  steadily  at  27  per  cent.,  but 
dwindled  to  nothing.  [The  Marquess  of 
Lansdotvnf :  It  also  rises  above  27  per 
cent.]  It  would  be  quite  preposterous  to 
affix  to  cattle,  the  duty  on  which  was  a 
fixed  duty,  the  maximum  amount  of  duty 
nhich  was  assigned  to  com,  the  latter  duty 
bei[]g  fluctuating.  He  had  not  been  the 
least  aware  that  his  noble  Friend  intended 
to  enter  into  this  subject,  or  that  he  was 
expected  to  enter  into  arguments  to  show 
the  precise  grounds  on  which  the  spe- 
cific duty  proposed  for  cattle  was  selected. 
This  was  a  subject  which  would  require 
some  time  and  discussion  to  explain  satis- 
factorily to  the  noble  Lord  or  to  himself. 
He  thought  he  should  be  able  to  show  that 
if  the  Government  had  proposed  a  duty  on 
cattle  corresponding  in  amount  to  the  duty 
on  oirn,  the  practical  operation  of  such  a 
duty  would,  in  a  great  measure,  have  been 
a  prohibition ;  and  consequently  the  G(^ 
vernment  would,  then,  not  have  effected 
the  object  for  which  the  prohibition  was 
proposed  to  be  removed.  Had  the  Go- 
vernment, while  professing  to  repeal  the 
prohibition,  proposed  a  duty  equivalent  to 
a  prohibition,  they  would  not  have  acted  in 
a  straightforward  manner. 

The  Marquess  of  Lanidotone  said,  that 
all  he  wished  to  be  acquainted  with  was  the 
ground  of  the  difference  of  protection,  and 
whether  the  subject  had  been  duly  consi- 
dered by  the  Government  If  the  noble 
Lord  showed  that  the  application  of  the 
amount  of  protection  afforded  ,ta  cattle 
would  be  equivalent  to  a  prohihition,  he 
would  make  out  his  case,  and  he  should  be 
exceedingly  glad  to  hear  his  reasons.  The 
noble  Lord  said  that  he  argued  this  que»- 
''~~  in  reference  to.  the  maximum  duty  on 
,  This  was  not  the  case ;  for  he  argiied 
it  in  reference  to  the  price  of  56j.,  which 
was  described  to  be  the  average  price.  He 
meant  to  put  the  question  with  alt  fairness 
to  the  noble  Lord,  and  he  certainly  did 
think  that  this  part  of  the  tariff  had  agreat 
connexion  with  the  bill  before  the  House, 
because  it  was  impossible  to  legislate  with 

ifidence  on  one  portion  of  agricultural 
produce,  without  taking  into  consideration 
the  amount  of  protection  on  another. 

The  Earl  of  Malmeibury  said,  with  re- 
ference to  the  Cora-bill,  the  third  reading 
of  which  had  been  moved,  that  though  he 
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bad  opposed  it,  he  now  hoped,  after  tbe 
ducinuions  and  divisions  which  had  taken 
place,  that  their  Lordship  would  attiit  the 
GoTernment,  hy  reconciling  thoaa  in  the 
countiy  over  whom  tbej  ^d  my  influ* 
enc«  to  a  measure  the  paiaing  of  which 
was  now  ine*ilable.  From  hii  auocia' 
tions,  prriudicei,  and  political  opinions, 
it  might  be  supposed  that  he  would  re* 
gs;d  with  partiality  any  meonre  pro- 
posed by  the  present  Government,  and 
nothing  but  a  sense  of  duly  bad  made 
him  vote  againtt  the  Government  on  this 
particular  measure.  The  noble  Lord  at 
the  head  of  the  Board  of  Control  had  said 
the  other  night,  that  some  in  that  House 
and  many  out  of  it  were  not  justified  in  their 
anertiona,  that  the  Government  had  de- 
eeired  them  in  reference  to  their  measure 
on  the  Com-laivB.  It  would  not  be  right 
to  My,  that  they  had  been  deceived  by 
the  Government,  but  he  bad  a  right  to 
say,  that  they  had  been  disappointed ;  for, 
although  the  right  bon.  Baronet  at  the 
bead  of  the  Government  bad  not  abandoned 
the  principle  of  the  sliding-scale,  he  bad 
still  a  right  to  say,  that  in  respect  to  the 
extent  of  protection,  the  agricultral  interest 
had  been  disappointed.  They  did  not  care 
whether  the  duty  were  sliding  or  fixed,  so 
long  as  they  bad  a  sufficient  protection,  and 
that  protection  was  efficiently  carried  out. 
Ha  thought,  however,  as  the  measure  bad 
now  been  fully  diseuiaed,  it  would  be 
wrong  to  offer  any  further  opposition  to  it, 
or  to  embarrass  Uie  Ooverament  in  cuiy- 
ins  the  measure  into  effect. 
Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 


"  Dissentient— because  the  new  Com.bill, 
although  it  was  allowed  by  ths  Minister  who 
proposed  it  lo  '  cause  a  very  considerable  de- 
creaiG  of  the  protection  which  the  preseot 
duties  aSbrd  to  the  home  grawer,'  is  not  ae- 
eompanied,  as  in  joslies  it  ought  to  have  been, 
by  the  following  measures,  namely : — 

"  1.  The  repeal  of  all  the  taxes  which  h\\ 
directly  upon  land — the  laud  lax,  ibe  mall  tai, 
and  the  hop  duty. 

"  2-  Tlie  equalisation  of  all  Ihe  rales  of 
which  the  occupiers  of  land  bear  at  present  an 
undue  and  unfair  proportion,  pooi^retes,  high- 
way-ratei,  and  county-rales. 

"  3.  The  repeal  of  the  Tiiha  Commutation 
Act,  which  can  no  longer  be  just  or  appli- 
cable. 

"  A.  A  legislative  enactment,  aulhoKsing 
all  persons  who  bold  leases  to  lorreDdcr  them 
on  pving  six  months'  notice  before  Lady-day 
or  Michaelmas. 

"  5.  A  legislative  cnactncDi,  directing  the 


payment  made  under  every  written  cratroot  to 
be  reduced  according  to  the  proportion  whicb 
the  average  prices  of  wheat,  under  the  new 
Cam-bill,  may  al  the  time  of  making  lach  pay- 
ment bear  to  its  average  price  at  the  time  thiit 
such  contract  was  formM,  so  that  nxA  pay- 
ment nay  be  of  the  same  value  as  was  ortgiMllj 
inteodtd  and  agreed  to  t^  iha  paities." 

"  STAirnops." 

Lawof  MsftcBainrANDpACTOB.]  The 
Earl  of  Aipon  in  moving  the  third  reading 
of  the  Law  of  Merchants  Act  Amendment 
Bill  said,  that  he  believed  it  wonld  be 
hardly  neoessaryforbimtosaya  woad  with 
respect  to  the  Inll.  Its  intention  ru  to 
remedy  some  of  the  inconveniences  that  at 
present  existed  between  prindpel  and  agent, 
with  reference  to  the  conngning  of  good& 
The  law  as  it  at  preaent  stood  permitted 
an  agent  to  sell  the  goods  intrusted  tohim, 
but  be  was  not  allowed  to  pledge  them  ■■ 
against  the  principal  beyond  the  Hen  be 
held  upon  them.  In  addition  to  that  he 
might  advance  money  on  security  ot  env 
tain  documents,  such  as  the  Irills  at  ladinc. 
Sometimes  great  inconvenience  wu  felt  In 
this  respect,  and  as  the  adranoe  of  noncry 
on  good)  shipped  was  becoming  ao  Intar- 
woven  with  the  commercial  interoourae  of 
the  country,  it  was  felt  necessary  to  give 
&cititles  to  this  mode  of  raising  mmiey, 
unless  fadlities  in  that  respect  were  gtven, 
commerce  would  be  cramped.  Hit  noble 
Friend  opponte,  the  Earl  of  Claieadtm,  in- 
troduced a  Mil  of  a  similar  chaneter  Inst 
Session,  which  he  was  unaUa  to  proeaed 
with,  but  his  attention  beinK  drawn  to  the 
subject,  the  present  UU,  which  was  nrj 
nearly  the  same,  was  introduced,  and  ba 
took  that  opportunity  of  giving  his  noble 
Friend  all  the  credit  of  the  bilL 

llie  Earl  of  Clarendon  said,  he  could 
confirm  all  that  had  been  sdd  by  the  noble 
Earl  with  r^ard  to  the  importance  of  the 
measure,  because  nearly  all  the  commeroe 
of  the  country  was  now  conducted  bj 
making  advances  on  gooda  on  their  way 
to  market,  whicb  was  productive  of 
great  injustice  and  emborrasnnent  to 
trade.  He  had  presented  several  petitiona 
from  various  persons,  representing  that  the 
present  state  of  the  law  was  very  tnjuriou*. 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  nine- 
tenths  of  the  goods  sold  in  this  country  had 
advances  made  on  them,  and  he  could  as- 
sure the  House,  that  the  bill  would  confer 
a  mat  boon  on  the  whole  community. 

Lord  Campbell  expressed  his  concnr- 
rence  on  the  merits  of  the  bill.  Great 
litigation  had  arisen  from  the  present  itala  ,-, 
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of  As  Uw }  tlie  act  which  had  been  puwd 
h»d  been  b  mere  inure.  He  rejoiced  that 
thi*  bill,  which  bod  been  prepared  bj  the 
former  Govennneot,  had  been  adopted  by 
the  prewDt. 
Bill  read  a  third  time  and  paaied. 

Qursn's  Prisok  BibL.]  Lord  Wkarw 
eUffe  nio?ed  the  lecond  reading  of  the 
Qucen'a  Ptiboo  Bill. 

The  Marquen  of  Nomtanb]/  concurred 
in  the  object  of  the  biU,  a  measure  which 
it  bad  been  hii  intention  to  introduce- 

The  Biihop  of  London  inauired  whetber 
there  wai  a  proviaion  in  the  bill  giving 

Kwer  to  (be  ui^op  of  the  diooeae  to  auper- 
tend  the  leligioaa  initiuction  of  the  per- 
auiu  confined  in  tbe  Queen's  prison  ? 

Lord    fVharncU^i  taid,  there  waa  no- 
thing in  the  bill  at  preaent  to  that  effect. 
Bill  read  a  lecond  time. 
Houw  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

Friday,  ^iin/ 33, 1842. 
MiHirm.]    Kn  Haim*.— Hen.  WUHinn  I  r—tlla. 


a  or  aw  Com-lnn.— Bjr  Hi.  P. 
1,  nd  Ur.  OniurT,  ftoia  TMotn 
«  CmM*.  OhMt.  CWwif,  UnMtT,  ml  OuWIn. 
■nlMT  th*  jnyiml  AUmtOm  c£  tlw  Import  Dulr  m 
FuTClcD  LMtte^rrom  KlDnhRiUiiT,  SL  FUrick'i, 
Pulto,  Id  T^flmmw.  ftrAKsitliin  of  a 


PMkn  lUihnjr  CorapMl**,  atd  otlMn.  Ac  Inquliir 
Into  Uw  pnMM  »alm  at  R^mj  TtinOliia.  and  bi 
vOmt  forpOMb— B}  Sir  John  Vvds  DnDB,  Aon  Sld- 
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Ircohe  Tax.]  Order  of  tbe  Day  for 
the  second  reading  of  the  Income-tax  BiU 
read. — On  tbe  queatioo,  that  tbe  Bill  be 
now  read  a  second  time, 

Mr.  Charlei  Buller  rose,  pursuant  to 
notice,  to  move,  that  the  bill  be  read  a 
second  time  that  day  aix  maatbs.  He  be- 
lieved be  owed  the  Home  an  apology  for 
again  tTOublins  them  upon  this  question. 
He  should  not  have  done  ao,  were  it  not 
that  the  hill  had  arrived  at  a  stage  at 
which  it  wae  not  necessary  to  touch  on 
the  topics  that  hod  previously  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  House.  They  had  formerly 
discussed  the  neoeaaity  of  any  tax  at  all ; 
they  had  discuss^  the  general  principles  of 
the  tax,  and  they  had  now  to  examine  bow 
thoee  principles  are  carried  out  in  the 
detaila  of  the  bill  now  before  the  House. 
They  had  got  tbe  bill,  and  be  must  con- 
fess, that  whatever  had  been  his  fmmer 
objections  to  the  Income-tax — whatever 
forebodings  he  tnigbt  have  had  as  to  ita 
operation,  all  those  objectioni  and  all  those 
forebodings,  were  greatly  enhanced  bv  a 
fierusal  of  the  bill  before  them.  It  had 
been  said,  that  the  tax  was  Inquiiitorial— 
that  it  was  unjust — that  it  was  arbitrary ; 
and  every  detail  of  the  bill  only  placed,  in 
a  stronger  light,  how  rightlv  and  justly 
those  tenna  had  been  appliea  to  it.  He 
did  not  pretend,  on  the  present  occaaion, 
to  enter  into  a  thorough  and  detailed  fx- 
amination  of  the  bill,  for  it  contained  IS9 
clauses,  and  bad  only  been  distributed 
among  bon.  Members  yesterday,  or  the 
day  before.  He  was  merely  going  to  ex- 
plain to  the  House  the  grounds  of  his  most 
prominent  ohjectionsto  iL  When  he  read 
ibis  bill,  and  saw  the  provisions  by  which 
the  tax  was  to  be  carried  iuto  effect,  he 
did  not  wander  at  the  hostility  which  the 
principle  bad  excited  in  former  times. 
He  did  not  wander  at  the  eagerness  with 
which  ita  repeal  was  demanded,  and  the 
joy  with  which  it  was  hailed.  He  only 
wondered,  that  in  a  free  country  a  tax 
which  so  trenched  on  the  comforts  and 
rights  at  British  subjects  could  ever  have 
bMu  ttderated;  and  be  thought,  that  no- 
thing but  the  peril  of  the  Iste  war,  and 
the  strong  national  feeling  which  it  ex- 
dted,  could  have  induced  Englisbmeo  to 
tolerale  a  law  so  contrerv  to  their  habits 
and  feelings,  and  so  aaverM  lo  all  tbe 
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principle)  of  the  coDBtitutioD,  Me  did  not 
GomplBin  of  the  bill  ta  introducing  tuy 
unnecessary  Texadon  ;  it  was  but  tne  ne- 
cessary vexatioQ  which  must  be  ioAicted 
upon  ber  Majesty's  subjects,  in  order  to 
carry  out  a  tax  of  the  kind  ;  but  he  did 
say,  that  the  prorisioos  of  this  bill  gave 
an  amount  of  arbitrary  power  which,  as  be 
beliered,  had  never  been  given  by  any  other 
Legislatire  measure  since  the  revolution. 
Why,  the  mere  inquisition  which  was  re- 
quisite for  this  tax  was  bad  in  itself.  It 
was  a  very  bad  and  a  very  oppressive  thin^, 
that  the  commerciali  trading,  and  manu- 
facturing people  of  England  should  be 
obliged  to  come  before  an  officer  of  the 
Government  and  detail  to  him  the  exact 
state  of  their  trade  and  the  pMition  of 
their  affairs.  He  could  not  agree  with 
what  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  fur 
Batb  stated,  with  regard  to  that  objec- 
tion. His  hon.  Friend  seemed  to  treat  it 
ss  the  objection  of  an  over-timid,  or  rather 
a  dishonest  mind  ;  and  said,  that  no  hont st 
man  need  fear  an  inquiry  into  his  circum- 
stances ;  but  he  would  recommend  his  hon. 
Friend  to  pay  some  respect  to  the  feelings 
of  a  commercial  people  upon  that  point. 
He  would  aak  him  to  look  at  the  contents 
of  this  bill,  and  then  tell  the  House 
whether  he  did  not  begin  to  feel  some 
little  sympathy  with  that  aversion  which 
bis  hon.  and  learned  Friend  had  admitted, 
that  the  people  of  England  always  felt  to 
such  an  inquisition.  But  the  measures  for 
enforcing  that  inquisition  appeared  to  him 
to  render  it  doubly  miscbievoui  and  oppres- 
sive ;  it  was  to  be  enforced  by  means  totally 
alien  to  the  character  of  every  free  peo|iIe. 
He  would  not  pretend  to  say  ne  understood 
the  whole  machinery  of  the  bill , 
that  machinery  was  so  complicated,  that 
nothing  but  experience  could  enable  a 
man  to  understand  it.  There  wsa  a 
cloud  of  commissioners,  that  would  as- 
tonish any  weak  mind.  He  wondered, 
indeed,  that  they  bad  not  bad  a  protest 
B^inst  them  from  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Lincoln.  There  were,  first,  the 
stamp  and  tax  commissiouers,  who  presided 
over  the  hierarchy  of  the  establishment 
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crumbB  wen  left  by  them,  tfaey  ware  to 


by  t ,  .        . 

be  picked  up  by  the  additional  o 
sioners  and  their  assistants.  He  had  no 
wish  to  turn  those  commissioners  into  any 
ridicule,  for  they  really  seemed  to  him  to 
be  very  effectual  iDstroments  of  ■  verj 
grinding  tyranny.  Tbey  gave  tbem  brj 
this  bill  not  merely  a  power  of  inqalry  but 
thtry  gave  tbem  also  judicial  powers.  He 
found  in  this  measure  no  less  than  sereB 
clauses,  giving  a  power  of  levyiog  very 
large  fines  by  these  commissionera.  There 
were  fines  of  20/.  and  50/.,  to  be  recovered 
in  the  ordinary  way,  and  to  be  resorted  to 
for  the  levying  of  this  tax.  But,  in  addi- 
tion to  those  powers  of  the  commitaionerx, 
special,  'general,  aud  otherwise,  they  had 
the  power  also,  when  they  saw  fit,  of  tax- 
ing to  a  large  amount  by  trebling  the  duty. 
He  would  mention  one  instance  of  the 
mode  in  which  this  power  was  given.  It 
was  inclause55.  The  commissioners  were 
to  go  about  calling  upon  persons  to  deliver 
in  lists  of  their  incomes ;  and  if  any  per- 
son refused  or  neglected  so  to  do  withiR 
the  time  limited  in  the  notice  of  the  com- 
niiseioners,  such  person  should  forfeit  a 
sum  not  exceeding  201. ;  and  if  he  shnnld 
be  prosecuted  for  any  sncb  offence,  then  he 
should  forfeit  the  sum  of  lOL  to  be  teco- 
vered  in  any  of  her  Majeaty's  courts  ;  bat 
there  was  another  penalty  imposed  by  that 
clause — that  such  peraons  refusing  mr  oeg- 
lecting  to  deliver  in  sucb  list,  should  fiiVB 
feit  in  addition  to  the  20/.,  a  sam  not 
exceeding  treble  the  duty  at  which  such 
person  ou^t  to  be  chai^^  by  virtue  of 
this  act.  Now,  tuppoee  an  hon.  Gentle- 
man with  1,000/.  a-year  neglected  to  gire 
in  his  list,  he  was  to  be  charged  with 
treble  the  du^  he  was  liable  to  pay :  so 
that  instead  of  paying  only  30/.  be  waa  to 
be  fined  by  the  comnussioners  90/.  He 
would  ask  whether  with  respect  to  anyatber 
tax  ever  imposed  on  the  people  of  EDglaod 
such  powers  as  those  had  ever  been  given  f 
Why,  in  other  cases,  a  man  would  be  tried 
in  a  court  of  law,  bv  a  jury,  but  by  this 
bill  the  power  of  trying  and  punishing  waa 
given  to  the  commissioners.  But,  then, 
there    was    another   ctrcnmstanoe    whidi 


then  there  were  commissioners  for  general  |  distinguished  this  from  the  assessed  taxes, 
purposes;  then  commissioners  for  spedal    or  any  other  tax,  namely,  that  all  these 


purposes ;  then  came  additional  commis- 
sioners, and,  that  not  being  sufficient, 
there  were  to  be  assistant-commissioners 
to  relieve  them.  So  that  whatever  the 
stamp  and  lax  commissioners  had  not  eaten 
up.  was  to  be  lapped  up  by  the  general 
and  special  commiasioDen ;   and  if  any 


proceedings  were  to  be  carried  on  in  aecret. 
They  were  to  violate  the  great  rule  of  tbe 
publicity  of  all  penal  proceedings,  and  to 
subject  to  penalties  upon  evidence  taken 
in  secret,  and  not  given  lo  the  public 
afterwiirds.  A  tax  that  could  ooly  be 
collected  by  such  means  must  be  very  badic  by 
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But  he  did  not  meaii  to  oppose  these  de- 
tails ;  he  did  not  raeao  to  object  to  tbem 
in  committee  on  the  bill ;  because,  if  thef 
were  to  hare  an  Income-tax  at  all,  they 
must  have  this  inquisitorial  and  unconsti- 
tntional  mode  of  carrying  it  into  effect; 
but  what  he  vould  do  now,  was,  to  call 
upon  the  House  to  reject  a  tax  which 
nnst  be  enforced  by  such  means — to  re- 
ject a  tax  enforced  by  the  mere  pleaures 
of  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Crown 
—to  reject  a  tax  tnat  must  be  enforced 
by  penal  proceedings  carried  on  in  se 
cret — to  reject  this  tax,  because  nothing 
but  the  moet  imperative  necessity  could 
jnatifr  a  course  so  much  in  violation  of  the 
principles  of  freedom  and  the  British 
constitution.  He  considered  these  details, 
vexatious  as  they  were,  part  and  parcel  of 
an  Income-tax.  When  they  voted  for  tht 
second  reading  of  this  Income-tax  Bill 
they  voted  at  the  same  time  for  all  these 
inquisitorial  powers ;  snd,  therefore,  be- 
jbre  they  pa^ed  the  second  reading,  and 
adopted  the  principle  that  carried  those 
details  with  Ifaem,  the  House  should  well 
consider  with  themselves  the  neceisity  that 
existed  for  such  a  tax.  He  was  not  going 
into  any  of  those  topics  which  had  beeo 
dwelt  upon  as  proofs  of  its  necessity. 
They  bad  heard  a  good  deal  about  the 
penny- postage,  Affghaiiiston,  China,  and 
different  other  causes  insisted  upon  by 
the  present  Government.  None  of  those 
did  he  intend  to  touch  upon.  His  sim- 
ple argument  against  the  necessity  of 
the  tax  was  upon  the  face  of  the  tax 
it«lf.— the  amount  levied  on  each  indivi- 
dual— the  total  amount  to  be  raised  by  it  -, 
for  in  his  opinion  it  never  could  be  worth 
while  to  deviate  from  the  principles  of  the 
constitution  and  the  practice  of  all  free 
states  for  a  tax  of  3  per  cent,  on  each  indi- 
vidual,— for  the  purpose  of  raising  not 
more  than  4,000,00(U. — a  comparatively 
small  amount  that  might  be  easily  rah>ed 
in  many  other  ways.  He  must  confess  be 
was  greatly  surprised  to  find  that  a  tax 
like  this  had  met  with  any  support  on 
the  Opposition  side  of  the  House.  He 
did  not  thinh,  however,  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  could  be  particularly  gratified  by 
the  support  his  proposition  had  met  with 
OD  his  own  side;  he  did  not  mean  as  to 
votes,  because  tbwe  was  only  one  way  for 
these  unhappy  Gentlemen  to  vote ;  but  it 
was  a  nry  singular  circumstance  that 
hardly  any  Gentlemen  connected  with  the 
Government  bad  supported  it  without 
i)l|jectiDg  to  one  or  more  porticulan  upon 


which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  pre- 
pared to  stand.  He  could  not  suppose  that 
the  motives  of  many  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
that  (the  Opposition)  side  of  the  House 
operated  so  strongly  with  many  Gentle- 
men on  the  other  side,  to  whom  this  mea- 
sure would  not  be  recommended  by  its 
facilitating  the  adoption  of  the  tariff'.  He 
was  rather  surprised  tn  see  the  haste  with 
which  some  of  bis  own  friends  supported 
an  Income-tax,  in  order  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  might  give  them  the  blessings  of 
his  tariff;  for  it  would  be  but  prudent  to 
be  sure  before  they  imposed  an  Income- 
tax  that  they  were  really  going  to  get  an 
efficient  measure  of  free-trade.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  been  the  only  expounder 
of  the  general  scheme  the  House  bad  had 
the  advantage  of  hearing ;  and  the  exposi- 
tions of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  not 
been  of  the  most  consistent  character. 
When  it  suited  his  purpose  to  shape  his 
speech  to  gratify  Gentlemen  on  the  Oppo- 
sition side  of  the  Hoube,  then  the  cheap- 
ness that  was  to  result  from  the  tariff  was 
cried  up ;  but  when  he  wished  to  allay  the 
fears  of  ihe  other  side  of  the  House,  then 
it  would  appear  that  the  tans' would  effect 
no  reduction  in  price.  The  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet had  said, on  one  occasion,  thata  man 
worth  3O01.  a-year,  who  had  to  pay  9f. 
a-year  to  the  Income-tax,  would  save  10/. 
or  121.  a-year  by  the  operation  of  the 
tariff'.  Now  what  could  he  save  it  in 
except  in  the  price  of  meat  or  proviuons? 
But  the  instant  this  is  asserted  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  and  some  of  his  agri- 
cultural supporters  say  to  the  fu-roer, 
"  Oh,  there  will  not  be  any  cheap  provi- 
sions ;  you  need  entertain  no  apprehensions, 
the  prices  of  provisions  will  not  be  lowered; 
you  have  nothing  to  fear,  and  the  con> 
lumer  has  nothing  to  hope."  When  the 
Corn-hill  was  under  consideration,  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  drew  a  touching  descrip- 
tion of  his  own  position,  placed  as  he  wus 
constantly  between  the  fire  of  two  parlies  : 
those  on  the  Opposition  side  of  that  House 
telling  the  right  hon.  Baronet  that  his 
measure  woulo  not  admit  an  atom  of  fo- 
reign com ;  and  if  lie  denied  that,  an 
agricultural  Member,  being  sure  to  get  up 
and  say,  *'  Oh,  you  are  going  to  ruin  us  by 
deluging  us  with  foreign  corn."  But  really 
there  was  no  call  for  any  compttssion,  for 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  if  be  could  so  easily 
pacify  both  classes  of  objectors  as  be  at> 
tempted  to  do  in  the  present  discussions, 
where  he  aeemed  to  have  nothing  to  do  but 
lean  orer  the  Tsble,  and  tell  the  Opposi* 
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tioD,  "  you  win  have  prorisiaaB  cheafei,"  I  said,  those  who  cheered  the  few  boa. 
and  the  aext  moment  turn  round,  and.  Members  on  hia  side  of  the  Hook  who 
addressing  his  own  supporters  Myi '' there  supported  the  tax  were  briagins  upon 
will  be  DO  reductioJi  whatever  in  the  pride  themselres  a  Aiture,  that  they  of  aU  otaen 
which  you  will  get  for  them."     The  right    would    most  dread  to  contemplate.     Bat 


hon.  Bttronet  he  saw  dissented:  and,  of 
course,  he  did  not  mean  to  assert  that  he 
hnd  staled   these  coatradictory  views  so 
broadly  as  he  had  put  it,  but  he  would 
appeal  to  any  Genueman  who  had  heard 
the  debates  if  that  were   not  the  pur- 
port and  intention  of  the  contradiciory 
arguments  which  the  right  hoa.  Baronet 
had  urged  orer  and  orer  agaio,  according 
to  whether  it  was  a  ftee'tiade  support  on 
that  (the  Opposition)  side  of  the  Housoj 
or  an  agricultural  support   on  the  other 
vide,  that  was  to  be  conciliated.     Some 
Gentlemen  on  that  (the  Opposition)  side 
of  the  House  did  not  liLe  an  lucome-tAK 
.—they  felt    it   was  unjust— they  had  a 
great  objection  to  the  taxation  of  Income 
but  still  they   voted   for    it,    because   it 
took  in    a  tar   on   Property, 
wanted  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  to  consider  the  iinporti 
of  encouraging  this  feeling  in   favour  of 
a  property-tax.     Many  of  his  hon  Friends 
on  that  (the  Opposition)  side  of  the  House 
said  they  voted  for  the    Income-tax    be- 
cause they  liked  a  property-tax,  and  then 
they  were  loudly  ci)etj%d   by  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen  oppoMte.    Now,  did  those   hon. 
Gentlemen  consider  the  consequences  of 
what  they  were  doing ;  were  they  aware 
that  a  stcong  feeling  existed  among  the 
poorer  duses,  that  this  was  a  tax   that 
would  press  only  upon  the  richer  dassea, 
and  that  it  was  popular  on  that  ground  ? 
Did  they  for  a  moment  suppose  that  an 
Income-tax  was  popular  among  the  consli- 
tuenccs?     Did  any  hon.  GeotTeman  in  the 
House  think  that  his  constituents  would 
not  'ere  long,  move  against  so  inquisitorial 
a  tax  f     Let  it  only  come  into  operation — 
let  tlie  shopkeeper  and  the  merchant  be 
compelled  to  open  his  books  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  hia  neighbour,  and  possibly  rival, 
who  might  hare  been  fortunate  enough 
to  be  appinted  a  commissioner  under  tbe 
bill — let  the  payment  be  enforced 
present  general  state  of  distress  among  the 
middle  classes, — and  they  might  rely  upon 
tbemtelves,  that  there  would  very  soon  be 
a  movement  against  the  tax,  which  would 
relieve  the  possessors  of  uncertain  incomes. 
But  tbe  rekult  would  be,  not  the  total  but 
tie  partial  repeal  of  tbe  present  meuure  . 
they  would  have  the  Income-tax  repealed 
and  the  Property-tax  perpetuated.    He 


hia  hon.  Friend,  the  hon.  Member  far 
Bath,  had  a  dodge  by  which  be  waa 
to  make  the  nght  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 
R.  Peel)  and  hia  friends  subaervient  to 
his  own  purposes.  He  was  now  a 
strong  supporter  of  the  second  reading  «»f 
the  bill,  but  when  they  got  into  onb- 
mittee,  his  note  was  to  be  altogether  al- 
tered. The  hon.  Member  for  B«tb  would 
then  ask  the  right  hon.  Banwet  to  give 
up  the  Income-tax,  and,  if  that  were  re- 
fused, then  he  would  turn  round  aod  do 
all  in  hia  power  to  defeat  tbe  bill,  al- 
though hia  (0  doing  might  be  aoeoot- 
panied  by  the  awful  calamitv  of  tbe  re- 
tirement of  the  right  boo.  Baronet  from 
the  office  he  now  held.  Tbe  boo.  and 
learned  Member  was  one  of  tbe  few 
Memben  on  that  side  of  the  House  wbo 
were  ^ing  to  give  their  asaistanoe  towards 
carrying  tbe  second  reading  of  tbe  bill ;  he 
might  rest  assured  that  he  would  get 
very  few  of  tbe  hon.  Gentlemen  who  aat 
upon  the  opposite  Benches  to  join  him 
in  the  operations  by  which  he  meant  to 
follow  up  his  present  vote— ray  few 
indeed  who  would  go  out  into  the  lobbj 
with  bio  against  ue  tax  upon  inoonMa. 
Hon.  Members  mi^t  vote  for  tbe  bill  oo 
tbe  ground  of  their  anxiety  to  see  a  pio- 
perty-tax  imposed,  but  he  could  assure 
them  that  in  voting  for  tbe  bill  they  voted 
for  an  Income-tax ;  for  an  amendment  t» 
abolish  that  tax  would  not  be  tolerated  for 
one  moment  by  tbe  other  side  of  tbe  HiNiaa. 
Then,  again,  nia  hon.  Friend  tbe  Member 
for  Bath  had  given  notice  of  an  Bmeod- 
ment  which,  notwithstanding  it  woold 
work,  if  carried,  gross  injustice,  he  would 
vote  for.  Yea,  be  would  vote  for  it,  be- 
cause it  propoaed  to  relieve  a  pntloD  of 
the  community  ftorn  a  portioii  of  the 
Income-tax;  and  though  be  thou^t  the 
exemption  of  <Hie  class  unfair,  he  ihould 
vote  for  it,  because  common  htuaanity 
would  induce  him  to  &vour  the  eacape 
of  any  body  from  this  odioua  impoat. 
The  lion,  and  learned  Member  pro- 
posed that  the  tax  to  be  levied  on  all 
incomea  arising  from  tnde  ud  pnfiM- 
sions  should  be  taxed  mily  S^d.  in  tbe 
pound.  Now,  in  hit  qrinion,  tbe  maa 
injustice  of  auch  a  proposition  could  be 
shown  by  numerous  examples.  Let  bim 
onlygivewfl.  Suppoietbecaieofakwyer,^  t^y 
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Bath  be  carried,  and  upon  that  iocome  the 
tax  to  be  leried  wonld  be  Sjjd.  per  pound. 
Then,  supjMee  tbat  his  mother  were  alire, 
aged  80,  with  an  income  of  5001.,  that 
died  with  her  j  yet  ahe  waa  to  be  tued  to 
the  full  7d,  So  the  propcwition  was  to  tax 
the  dd  woman  at  the  rate  of  7d.,  her  in- 
terert  in  the  income  being  hut  a  short  one, 
and  tlie  incume  which  might  be  enjoyed 
for  a  long  aeriea  of  years  at  only  3^rf. 
When  Uiey  exempted  any  kind  of  Ittcome 
from  the  tax,  they  only  awept  away  a  part 
of  the  injuatice  aod  left  the  remainder 
nor«  daring.  And  that  conaideratton 
OBuaed  him  to  agree  with  his  noble  Friend 
the  Member  for  London,  that  they  could 
not  deal  with  the  plan  by  amendmenta;  it 
nuat  ba  unjust  under  any  circumstances  ; 
tbey  must  reject  it  altogether,  or  take  it 
slb^jether,  with  all  its  injustice  and  all  its 
inequality.  He  must  confess  that  the 
mare  he  reflected  on  the  subject  the 
Stronger  were  hie  objeetioni  to  the  lax 
altogether,  and  the  stronger  was  his  con- 
viction of  the  utter  fallacy  of  the  opioioa 
in  favour  of  the  policy  of  a  direct  taxatioo. 
Direct  taiatlon  most  always  be  unjust  and 
unequal.  It  appeared  to  him  tbat  all 
taiation  ought  to  take  away  equally  from 
erery  man's  means  of  enjoyment.  A  tax 
upon  income  did  not  efiect  that,  but  a  tax 
upon  expenditure  did.  Take  the  case  of  a 
profeoNonal  man.  A  young  professional 
man  had  to  sare,  but]  one  more  advanced 
in  life  had  to  save  a  much  larger  amount. 
One  man  had  a  targe  family,  another  none 
at  alt.  Thus  one  man  was  under  the  ne- 
canity  of  saving  in  one  proportioa,  and 
another  in  another  proportion,  according 
to  hia  position  ;  and  he  defied  the  power  of 
legislation  to  meet  and  proridefor  all  these 
GonUngencles  when  imposing  direct  taxa- 
tion. But  taxes  on  expenditure  met  and 
CompKbendad  them  all.  Indirect  taxation 
becwne  applicable  to  the  different  styles  of 
living  adoptad  by  diSraent  classes  and  dif. 
ferent  indiriduala.  Take  the  houae-tax 
for  example.  A  man  of  5,00(U^  a  year, 
whose  estate  was  entailed,  with  no  power 
to  charge  it  for  daughters,  must  save  more 


largely  from  hia 
whom  the  fre-siin{rie  of  his  catate  vested. 
Tha  ooDBSooenee  was,  that  the  former 
lived  in  a  laas  baodsMio  house,  and  oae 
better  adapted  to  bis  actnal  means.  Look 
It  profcssionil  men )  all  of  them  bad 
diSnsnt  proportions  of  expenditure,  va- 
tytBg  aecariiBg   to  their  own   idns  of 


ity,  o^nbility,  or  comfort, 

all    these    people  you    con 

your    rough    ana     barbarous    system    of 


Now, 
lis  you    come    with 


direct  taxation— for  be  agreed  with  the 
hon.  MMnber  for  the  Tower  Hamlets 
as  to  its  being  the  taxation  of  a  bar- 
barous period— you  impose  your  Income- 
tax,  and  disr^arding  all  the  di^rences 
which  must  ever  exist  in  the  means 
and  mode  of  ^e  living  of  vatioas  in- 
dividuals, you  place  your  Impost  upon 
all  alike,  so  tbat  what  fiJIs  liglitly  upon 
one  presses  witJi  crushing  severity  upon 
another.  Upon  these  grounds  he  objected 
to  an  Income-tax.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  he  did  not  sav  that  the  extravagant 
and  unjust  principles  of  taxing  only  the 
expenditure  of  the  poor  should  ba  con- 
Hnually  acted  on.  They  might  tax  the 
expenditure  of  the  rich,  and  raise  a  large 
revenue,  without  taxing  those  articles  of 
customs  and  excise  which  were  necessarily 
consumed  by  the  poor.  The  noble  Lord 
was  quite  right  in  adverting  to  the  as- 
sessed taxes— taxes,  for  the  most  part, 
upon  the  expenditure  of  the  rich.  Mors 
than  four  millions  of  those  taxes  had  been 
repealed,  and  recourse  might  have  been 
had  to  those  taxes  again.  He  had  been 
attiHiiBhed  at  the  tone  taken  by  some  boo. 
Gentlemen  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the 
House,  and  to  hear  them  taking  it  for 
granted  that  advocacy  of  direct  taxation 
was  essential  to  the  coaracter  of  a  liberal 
politician.  He  claimed  some  title  to  that 
character,  but  he  confessed  he  could  not 
see  the  necessary  connection  between  poli- 
tical principles  and  what  appeared  to  him 
to  be  very  bad  political  ecraomy.  It 
seemed  to  him  tbat  direct  taxation  had 
always  been  a  badge  of  slavery,  and  never 
bad  been  imposed  except  where  the  people 
had  no  voice  in  the  imposition.  The  only 
instance*  he  knew  of  direct  taxes  continued 
for  a  lengthened  period  in  time  of  peace 
were  taxes  which  he  apprehended  no  one 
would  defend ;  namely,  the  gabelle,  and 
the  taille,  spoken  of  by  the  writers  of 
that  day  as  most  odious.  When  he  re- 
verted to  the  practice  of  all  free  nations  be 
found  it  strongly  against  direct  taxation. 
The  practice  of  this  country  since  the  Re- 
volution was  against  it.  [Sir  R.  Peel  t 
The  land-tax.]  That  he  admitted  was  a 
direct  tax.  But  the  land-tax  was  so  odi- 
ous, that  the  classes  who  paid  it  bad  been 
gradually  getting  rid  of  it  since  the  time 
of  the  Revolution,  so  that  at  the  present 
time  it  was  not  one-half  of  what  it  had 
bsen  in  the  time  of  George  3od.    He  did    . 
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DOt  say  that  free  natioos  had  not  for  a 
while  loolialily  Bubmitted  to  bad  syBtems 
of  tasatioD;  but  he  contended  that  the 
history  of  the  land-tax  stren^hened  his 
nev  of  the  matter,  because  it  consistfd 
of  a  series  of  exertions  of  a  free  people 
to  rid  themselres  of  a  system  of  direct 
taxation.  Take  the  policy  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  which  were  generalty 
considered  as  furnishing  «  specimen  of  de- 
mocratic goremment,  and  one  might  judge 
from  that  of  what  the  people  would  do  if 
they  had  their  own  way  in  laying  on  taxes. 
In  the  United  States  of  America  the  whole 
rerenue  of  the  central  Gorernment  had 
always  been  raised  by  iodirect  taxation. 
Nay,  he  would  go  further,  and  say  that, 
as  regarded  the  local  taxation  of  all  the 
different  states  of  which  the  union  was 
composed,  there  was  not  one  of  them,  with 
the  single  exception  of  Ohio,  in  which 
there  was  anything  like  a  tax  upon  In. 
come  or  property.  The  only  vestige  of  it 
that  bad  ever  existed,  was  in  the  state  of 
New  York,  during  the  late  war ;  but  the 
partial  tax  upon  property  that  was  then 
imposed  was  repealed  in  1826.  It  appeared 
that  the  House  of  Commons  was 
called  upon  to  discuss  this  question  upon 
democratic  grounds.  He  owned  that  he 
was  oerer  unwilling  to  enter  upon  the  dis. 
cussion  of  a  question  upon  those  grounds^ 
as  he  thought  that  the  welfare  and  good 
feeling  of  the  masses  ought  to  be  the  rule 
of  their  conduct  as  the  representatires  of 
the  people.  But  there  might  be  language 
belrl  in  that  House  which  would  appca' 
not  to  the  welfare  and  good  feeling  of  thi 
masses,  but  rather  to  their  bad  ^eliogs 
Such,  in  his  opinion,  was  the  character  of 
the  language  held  on  the  other  side  of  ihe 
House  by  Gentlemen  high  in  office,  when 
they  endearoured  to  persuade  the  poor 
that  they  were  not  simply  to  rejoice  be- 
cause they  were  exempted  &om  taxation, 
but  because  the  rich  were  made  subject  to 
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wot  to  engender  a  hostile  and  illiberal  feel- 
ing  on  the  part,  of  the  poor  towards  the 
ridi.  One  right  bon.  Gentleman  had  said, 
that  he  hoped  the  meetings  upon  this  sub- 

i'ect  would  be  attended  by  persons  having 
ess  than  ISO/,  a-year.  In  his  opinion,  this 
was  dangerous  language — far  more  dan* 
gerous  than  any  that  had  been  denounced 
on  the  preceding  evening.  He  was  rery 
glad  to  find  that  the  language,  inflamma- 
tory aa  it  was,  had  produced  no  effect 
whatever.  By  the  by,  he  must  admit  that 
it  luid  produced  Haw  efioct    The  right 


hon.  Baronet  opposite  (Sir  J.  Gr&bani) 
had  succeeded  that  evening  in  presentiDg 
a  petition  from  2,500  working  people  in 
Carlisle,  rejoicing  in  the  Income-tax.  He 
did  not  complain  much  of  this,  betaoae 
there  was  at  least  a  kind  of  oscillatory  ood- 
sistency  in  the  right  hon.  Baronet'a  lan- 
guage. In  the  infiaroatory  language  which 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  held  now,  be  re- 
c^nised  a  kindred  spirit  to  that  which 
dictated  the  language  field  in  1630,  whea 
the  right  bon.  Baronet  pointed  out  to  the 
execration  of  the  people  those  whom  he 
then  represented  as  fattening  upoa  the 
spoils  of  the  people  by  means  of  their  ari»- 
tocratic  influence  in  legislation,  and  whom 
he  denounced  as  the  birds  of  prey  that 
fed  upon  the  people.  But  he  waa 
happy  to  find,  that  beyond  the  dema- 
gogues of  the  Treasury  Benches,  the  ^>- 
peal  had  not  been  successful ;  that  no 
meetings  of  electors  had  been  disturbed  by 
persons  intruding  their  opinions  upon  « 
tax  which  they  were  not  to  pay.  The 
Chartist  press  was  not  conciliated.  He 
would  read  to  the  House  a  passage  from 
the  Naljotial  Associalitm  Gaxtile,  and  be 
must  say,  that  a  fairer  indication  of  ftU 
the  intellect  and  good  feeling  which  there 
was  among  the  Chartists,  could  not  be 
found  than  in  that  which  proceeded  frran 
the  pen  of  Mr.  Lorett.  The  following  ww 
the  passage  to  which  he  referred  :— 

"Sir  Robert  Peel  loudly  boaited,  that  he 
would  not  tax  the  labourer.  Loud  as  the 
boail  was,  it  waa  slill  more  loudly  cheered,  by 
the  ignorant  boobies  who  throng  ihe  seals  of 
the  House  of  ComrooDs." 

That,  to  be  sure,  was  rather  strong 
language,  and  not  argumentative.  But 
this  was  reasonable: — 

ridiculous  10  suppose,  that  the  meins 
of  one  claia  of  the  commuuily  can  be  en- 
croached upon,  without  the  test  suffering." 

The  passage  went  on  to  show,  that  May 
tax  which  pressed  upon  the  capital  out  nr 
which  labour  was  employed,  must  ulti- 
mately fall  upon  labour  itself.  He  bad 
thought  it  right  to  read  that  passage  to 
the  House,  to  vindicate  the  boor  of  the 
working  meu  from  the  suspicion  that  they 
had  yielded  to  the  arguments  which  bad  been 
held  by  Gentlemen  opposite,  and  that  they 
wished  for  the  imposition  of  an  Income* 
tax,  because  it  would  fall  only  on  the  rich. 
The  working  classes  felt  that  the  tax 
would  press  heavily  on  theroeelres,  and 
they  opposed  it  aa  an  encroachmeDt  cnt 
the  comforts  of  every  man  in  England. 
He  spolDgiied  t«  the  Houm  Sat  thuij  tat    .. 
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the  third  time,  detaining  them  so  loDg, 
but  tbe  opposition  to  tbe  meaBure  aasumed 
DOW  a  di&rent  form.  They  were  Dot  now 
oppodng  an  Income-tax  in  the  abstract, 
but  they  had  the  details  and  principles  of 
the  bill  before  them,  and  he  wu  anxious  to 
take  that  tlie  first  proper  opportunity  of 
expiasing  his  opposition  to  the  bill.  He 
was  not  sanguine  enough  to  imagine  that 
he  should  succeed  on  the  preient  occasion  ; 
but  as  one  who  had  taken  a  strong  part  in 
oppotitioD  to  the  hill,  he  felt  anxious  to 
deMod  himself  Jirom  the  misrepresenta- 
tions, to  which  it  appeared  all  those  who 
opposed  either  the  bill  or  the  Govemment 
were  to  be  subjected.  If  a  gentleman  of- 
fered the  slightest  opposition  to  the  imme- 
diate progress  of  the  measure,  he  was  told 
that  his  conduct  was  factious.  It  seemed 
to  be  the  tactic  of  tbe  Governmeat  to  set 
up  gentleman  after  gentleman  to  say, 
"  Ob,  yon  are  stopping  the  tariff,  nbicli 
it  is  most  important  to  the  best  interests 
of  tbe  conutiy  should  be  immediately  con- 
BiddEd."  They  had  a  right  fully,  freely, 
and  fairly  to  discuss,  not  only  the  bad 
principle  of  this  measure,  but  its  still 
worse  details ;  and  if  by  so  doing  they  de- 
layed tbe  tariff  that  was  not  their  fault, 
but  tbe  bultof  the  GoTemment.  If  the 
Goremment  chose  to  press  forward  the 
Income-tax  before  the  tariff,  the  reeponsi- 
btltty  of  the  delay  must  rest  with  the  Go- 
rernment,  and  not  with  the  opposition. 
He  knew  that  he  was  fighting  against  a 
majority — he  knew  that  it  was  an  uphill 
fight,  but  he  knew  that  the  opposition  to 
the  Income-tax  was  groundeo  on  reason 
and  argument,  and  that  when  the  tax 
came  to  be  in  operation — when  the  Eng- 
lishman should  find  all  his  circumstances 
exposed  to  the  in<)uines  of  the  tax-^therer, 
then  all  the  odium  attaching  to  this  inqui- 
sitorial  impost  would  fall  upon  the  Go- 
Temment,  and  every  year  that  it  should 
be  kept  up  tbe  strongtr,  the  more  deter- 
mine^ and  ultimately  the  more  successful 
would  be  the  opposition.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  concluded  b}[  moring 
that  the  l»ll  be  read  a  second  bme  that 
day  bIx  months. 

Mr.  Ewart  said,  that  be  fuIW  concarred 
with  his  bis  hon.  and  learned  Friend  in 
tbe  objections  which  ha  bad  urged  against 
an  Income-tax,  bnt  it  did  not  necessarily 
follow  that  he  was  opposed  to  a  Pioperty- 
taz ;  on  the  contrary,  it  appeared  to  him, 
there  existed  a  wide  distinction  between  an 
Incone-tax  and  a  Property-tax.  He  bad 
■TO  beeo  in  ftroar  of  ■  Property-tUt  b^ 
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cause  he  thought  it  a  fair  and  direct  mode 
of  calling  on  the  public  to  defray  the  ex- 
peuKS  of  the  Slate.  His  hon,  and  learned 
Friend  appeared  to  advocate  the  position, 
that  indirect  was  preferable  to  direct  taxes, 
and  instanced  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica in  support  of  that  opinion  ;  but  he 
was  sare  the  House  would  agree  with  him, 
that  there  was  no  analogy  between  the 
two  cases.  Let  the  wide  disparity  between 
the  countries  be  remembered,  and  it  would 
at  once  be  seen,  that  the  rule  applicable 
to  the  one  could  not,  with  any  propriety, 
be  applied  to  the  other.  The  limited  in- 
terests of  America,  and  its  limited  expen- 
ditare,  altogether  shut  oat  the  poBsibility 
of  any  comparison  between  America  end 
England.  Nevertheless,  there  were  some 
points  in  the  principles  of  taxation,  which 
were  used  in  America  that  might  very 
advantageously  be  acted  qu  in  Englaaa. 
Allhongli  the  Americans  proceeded  upon 
a  principle  of  indirect  taxation,  yet  they 
skilfully  enough  contrived  to  make  the 
great  burden  of  taxation  fall  upon  the 
rich,  or  at  least  to  press  upon  the  poor 
much  less  than  it  did  upon  the  wealthier 
classes,  for  they  proceeded  more  upon  the 
ad  valorem  rule  than  did  any  other  country 
which  was  indirectly  levying  a  property- 
tax.  His  hon.  and  learned  Friend  had  alio 
alluded  to  the  case  of  France.  He  bad 
told  them  of  what  tbe  state  of  things  in 
that  country  was  of  old  :  but  ha  had  not 
told  them  that  in  modern  times,  and  under  ' 
a  constitutional  Government,  France  stilt 
retained  the  system  of  indirect  taxation,  aa 
was  evidenced  in  the  land-tax  and  aBpecies 
of  pergonal  property-tax,  from  which  a 
very  considerable  portion  of  the  whole 
revenue  of  the  country  was  derived.  He, 
ia  common  with  many  who  sat  around 
him,  was  in  favour  of  tbe  principle  of  a 
tax  upon  property.  A  property-tax  took 
from  the  reservoir  instead  of  tbe  fountain 
of  labour,  and  that  was  the  reason  why  be 
supported  it.  To  that  portion  of  the  mea- 
sure now  before  the  House  which  afieoted 
professional  and  mercantile  income,  he 
entertained  the  same  objection  and  the 
same  hostility  aB  that  which  had  beeo 
declared  by  Members  nnerally  on  the 
Opposition  side  of  tbe  House ;  and  if  be 
wished  to  Justify  a  property-tax,  ii  wodU 
not  be  upon  the  partial  and  temporaZy 
principles  upon  which  it  was  iustiSed  by 
the  right  hon.  BaroneL     He  looked  to  a 

[iroperly-tax  in  a  wide  and  large  sense— he 
Doked  to  it  M  t  nbiUtat*  for  indinct 
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taKKlion,  u  a  nie&Di  of  snabliDg  the 
QoTerDDKDt  lo  emancipBte  the  comnierce 
kod  indufUy  of  the  country  from  the 
faurdeat  which  ddw  pressed  upon  thorn, 
If  taXBlion  were  reoioved  from  coininodi' 
ties  imported  aad  placed  upon  property, 
the  oommeTCfl,  tBaDoTBCtures,  aodinduatry 
of  the  ooaotry  would  be  set  free,  and 
great  natioaal  prosperity  would  enane.  It 
wu  with  that  lai^  view,  and  not  with  the 
paitial  view  of  the  right  boo.  QeDtlemen 
opposite,  that  fae  looked  upon  the  impoii- 
tion  of  a  property-laK.  In  his  opinion  ihe 
objedioa  to  the  right  bon.  Baronet' 
•^eme  waa,  that  it  was  not  sufSciently 
comprekeDtive.  Probabty  (he  lighthon. 
Baronet  felt  that  he  could  not  accooiplish 
■II  that  he  would  wish  at  once ;  but  the 
■easore,  as  it  stood,  was  only  a  nry 
partial  (me ;  and,  morever,  by  the  avowal 
of  the  r^t  hon.  Baronet  himself,  it  wai 
to  be  only  a  temporary  one;  for  if  he 
anderatood  the  right  iion.  Baronet  right,  it 
was  to  last  for  three  years—  possibly  for  five 
years,  but  no  longer.  In  his  esiimalioo, 
therefore,  this  meesnre  did  nol  posaess  the 
great  and  CDrnprchensire  character  that 
ought  lo  distinguish  a  property-tax.  He 
owned  that  he  could  not  consider  a  pra- 
perty-taa  only  as  a  war-lax.  The  ques- 
tion wiili  him  was  this — "  What  is  the 
best  tax  ?  Is  a  property-tax  most  suited 
to  the  ciicnmsUnces  of  the  country,  or  is 
it  not?"  Ha  abjured  altogether  to  the 
'  distinctioD  between  a  war-tax  and  a 
peace-tax.  He  enquired  only  what  iras 
best  f  or  the  country.  If  it  were  once 
proved  that  a  property-lax  was  the  best, 
then  iflstead  of  making  that  tax  temporary, 
applying  only  to  a  few  years,  he  would  make 
it  permanent,  varying  the  amount  of  it 
according  to  the  circumstances  and  the 
wants  of  the  country,  raiting  more  in  war 
than  in  peace,  and  remitting  portions  of 
it  as  the  expenditure  of  the  coantry  de- 
creased. He  repudiated  the  distinclion 
that  was  attempted  to  be  set  up  between  a 
war-tax  and  a  peace-tax.  Commerce  had 
its  contests,  contsats  us  formidable  as  those 
of  war.  Eogland  at  this  mouwot  was 
engaged  in  a  conurtercial  cfflitesi  noie 
formulable  than  all  the  military  and  naval 
coBtssis  into  which  she  bad  ever  em- 
barked. Shu  bad  now  to  compete  with 
all  the  ooyntries  of  the  world— her  manu- 
facturee  and  commerce  no  longer  enjoyed 
the  almost  exclusive  advantages  which 
they  poasaased  at  the  first  dawn  of  peace. 
Conpatitan  had  ■pniag  np  is  every  dtnc> 


tioD,  and  were  rapidly  driving  her  froa 
msrU  which  before  were  all  htf  own.  It 
was  necessary,  therefore,  that  some  great 
effort  should  be  mude  to  remove  the  bw- 
den  of  tsxatiou  from  mannfactaiss  aad 
commerce,  and  to  place  it,  where  it  ctf 
tainly  ought  to  be  placed,  upon  proparty. 
By  far  the  most  formidaUa  rival  with 
whom  we  should  have  to  contend  was 
America,  and  it  was  time  fiw  as  to  to  look 
at  the  manner  in  which  we  were  losii^  Ihe 
Rtrength  which  America  was  acquiring. 
According  to  the  last  returns  from  Liv»- 
pool,  it  appeared  that  emigration  to  tbe 
United  Slates  had  increased  tenfold — that 
men  possessing  capital,  end  who  had  been 
engaged  in  trade,  were  quitting  this  coun- 
try and  crossing  the  Atlantic ;  abandoning 
our  shores  and  going  over  to  our  great 
rival,  leaving  behind  them  an  indigent  po- 
puIftttoD,  to  which  their  capital,  enterprise, 
aad  intelligence  had  previously  given  eok- 
ployment.  On  various  grounds,  he  should 
say,  that  a  property-lsx  was  even  more  a 
peace  than  a  war-tax,  aud  he  would  add, 
that  the  tendency  to  favour  a  property-tax 
was  an  evidence  of  the  temper  of  tbe  times 
in  which  we  lived.  The  general  feeling 
was,  [hat  we  could  not  cheapen  suhsisteooe 
otherwise  than  by  transferring  fiscal  burdens 
from  commerce  to  prop;rly.  To  pass  now 
from  the  Income-tax  to  the  tariff,  be 
should  say,  that  though  the  latter  had 
much  to  recommend  it,  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  begun  at  the  wrong  end.  It 
appeared  to  him(Mr.  Ewart)  to  partake  of 
the  nature  of  what,  architecturally  speaking, 
would  be  called  the  inverted  pyramid. 
There  could  be  no  fundamental  reforiD  of 
the  cummercial  tariff  which  was  not  based 
on  the  repeal  of  the  Corn-laws.  Thn 
right,  boo.  Baronet  possessed  an  op- 
pgrtunity  of  which  he  bad  not  availed 
himself,  lo  place  our  commercial  syslent 
upon  a  sonud  basts,  by  affecting  thoae  fua- 
damental  changes  of  which  the  late  Hr. 
Huikiison  was  the  enlightened  and  stre- 
nuous advocate.  He  iwed  hardly  aaswe 
the  House  that  he  made  these  remaiki 
without  Ihe  least  party  motiv*.  He  was 
not  insensible  to  the  fact  that  by  the  new 
tariffseveral  important  improvements  woold 
be  effected,  and  be  entertained  no  doubt 
that  some  portions  of  the  tariff  would 
receive  the  support  of  many  liberal  men 
id  out  of  Parlianeut;  but  he  could 
not  admit  so  much  without  expressing  hit 
dissent  from  that  portion  of  it  which  ia> 
poMd  a  duly  npon  the  uport  of  «c«b«-|  ^y 
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On  that  point  the  right  hoD.  Bironet  had 
dnerted  the  fmociple  that  preraiied  in 
other  portioni  of  the  plan.  It  was  a 
blemiih,  unleu  tenorad  this  jear,  mutt  be 
expunged  from  it  at  a  future  time.  It 
wouid  act  aa  a  diicoursgemcnt  to  the 
commercial  iteam  natigation,  and  couie* 
qneotlj  to  their  uaral  ateam  (orce.  He 
tested  all  hit  aupport  of  the  principles  of 
commeiciai  freedom  on  the  auuraoce  it 
gave  that  thia  country  would  become  the 
great  depAt  of  the  world.  Sit  Robert 
Walpole,  who,  except  Pitt  and  Huakiieon, 
was  the  greatest  commercial  Minister  the 
country  eter  bad,  said,  in  his  famous  excise 
acheme,  that  they  onght  to  divide  articles 
of  import  into  two  lorta,  those  which  were 
to  be  taxed  and  those  which  were  not  to  be 
taxed ;  they  ought  to  impose  duty  on  few 
articlea,  and  to  emancipate  all  articles  as 
much  as  possible.  So  far  as  the  right 
boo.  Baronet  has  mtroduced  his  changes 
into  the  tariff,  so  far  he  was  always  moving 
in  the  right  direction.  He  should  wish  him 
to  cut  out  from  the  Income-tax  all  the  ob- 
Boxious  clauses,  and  to  extend  the  ame- 
liora^D  of  the  tariff. 

Sir  J.  Waltk  could  not  fail  to  remark 
the  striking  difference  of  ojHnioQ  that 
•earned  to  prevail  amongst  the  Gentleoien 
opposite  upon  the  subject  of  the  proposed 
tax.  One  section  of  them  came  forward 
and  contended  that  the  Income-tax,  in  its 
present  shape,  was  most  iaquisitoi 
that  it  was  Hwst  unequal  in  its  pressure 
upon  different  classes  of  the  community ; 
that  it  would  weigh  down  the  springs  of 
trade  and  commerce ;  and  that  in  all  re- 
Bpects,  as  applied  to  trades  and  profes- 
sions, it  was  most  unjust,  and  consequently 
would  receive  their  strongest  opposition. 
Bat  on  the  other  hand,  another  section 
sprang  forth  from  the  same  benches,  and 
declared  that  they  were  di^aoeed,  not  only 
to  admit  the  principle  of  direct  taxation  as 
^>plied  to  pioperty,  hot  to  give  to  it  their 
warn  ead  cordial  support,  as  an  introdnc- 
tioQof  that  great  principle,  which,  in  their 
ayes,  would  be  the  most  valuable  in  the 
taxation  and  tinance  of  the  country.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vemment,  and  those  who  supported  him, 
considered  the  Income-tax — to  use  a  term 
applied  to  it  by  aa  hon.  Member  op^Asite 
— as  die  most  rslnshle  weapon  in  the 
armoury  of  the  Exchequer;  but  the  Go- 
vemment  felt  that  it  would  be  shorn  of  all 
its  eflkieocy  if  thne  modifications  of  it 
wete  adoptad,  which  hon.  Q«iitleiDtn  op* 
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posite  proposed.  Hon.  Gentleaeo  oppo- 
site bod  also  stated,  that  it  was  a  tax  which 
ought  to  be  reserved  for  great  emeigencies, 
and  they  denied  that  the  right  boo.  Ba- 
ronet had  made  out  aoy  case  of  emergency 
to  justify  the  Government  in  resorting  to 
this  extreme  expedient.  With  the  per- 
mission of  the  House,  be  would  address  a 
few  observations  to  the  Grit  class  of  ob- 
jectors—to those  Gentlemen  whose  argu- 
ments were  directed  against  the  inequality 
and  CDOsequeot  injustice  of  the  tax.  It 
had  frequently  been  admitted,  in  the  course 
of  the  debate,  that  inequality  in  the  ab- 
stract was  essentially  inherent  in  all  taxes, 
and  that  they  could  not  devise  a  Ux  which 
did  not  press  unequally  in  its  operation. 
To  use  the  pithy  words  which  he  had  read 
the  other  day  iu  a  magazine,  be  would  say 
tbat  a  perfectly  fair  and  just  tax  was  very 
desirable,  but  such  a  tax  would  require 
omniscience  to  assess,  and  omnipotence  to 
levy  it.  Inequality,  therefore,  vras  not  a 
valid  objection  against  any  tax.  Hoo. 
Gentlemen  opposite  had  endeavoured  to 
make  out  that  the  tax  would  be  lees  no- 
just  and  less  unequal  if  it  were  exclu- 
sively applied  to  fixed  property.  He 
much  doubted  that  assertion.  He  would 
remind  the  House,  that  all  the  acU 
which  established  the  funded  seeoriiiet 
of  the  country,  guaranteed  the  fnod- 
faolders  against  any  special  direct  taxa- 
tion. When  Mr.  Pitt  brought  forward 
the  Income-tax,  and  proposed  taxing  the 
funds,  it  was  maintained  by  many,  that 
to  do  so,  would  he  to  violate  the  pledge 
given  to  the  fhodholdera  by  the  difierent 
acts  of  Parliament;  but  Hr.  Pitt  con- 
tended, tbat  the  pronsions  of  those  acts 
were  never  intended  to  apply  to  so  great 
and  sweeping  a  measure  as  that  which 
embraced  the  whole  income  of  the  coun- 
try, and  maintained  that  he  was  perfecUy 
justified,  under  these  circumstances,  in 
imposing  a  general  tax  on  the  funds,  in 
common  with  all  other  inconses.  Is  his 
opinion,  Hr.  Pitt  was  correct,  and  the 
right  hoD.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  the  pre- 
sent Government  had  done  right  in  adopt- 
ing the  same  principle.  He  thought,  how- 
ever, the  case  would  he  changed,  if  die 
partial  taxation  should  be  adopted  vrfaick 
hon.  Oeotlemen  oppoeite  adverted  to.  He 
would  contrast  the  mode  in  which  the  ricbt 
hon.  Bsronet  proposed  to  deal  with  lanoad 
property,  and  wiUi  tncoooas  arising  from 
professions.  The  right  hoo.  Qeotlamaa 
(Sii  R.  Peel)  pfopoaed  to  aiMH  equally 
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in  manj  of  the  lar^  trading  eiUUirii- 
menlB  of  this  raetropoUi  quiie  aa  teciiK 
as  either  funded  or  landed  propertj? 
Take  an  income  of  10,000f,  a-jear  ariiiDg 
from  one  of  oui  g:reBt  London  braveriei, 
would  not  that  be  as  certain  ai  an  income 
of  10,000/.  a  year  ariiing  from  a  landed 
estate?  Many  changes  and  reTtdationi 
might  occur  to  aSect  landed  property, 
but  the  taste  of  the  British  public  for 
porter  trai  proof  against  all  rerolntion, 
He  thought  that  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
would  find  inequality  eren  under  tbdr 
owD  propositioni,  and  by  cxemptiDg  in- 
cornea  arising  from  professions  and  tndei, 
they  could  not  get  rid  of  their  own  s^«- 
ment  of  inequality  as  aSecting  the  incomes 
derived  from  landed  property.  But  had 
the  professions  and  trades  any  claim  to 
be  exempted?  The  whole  effect  of  the 
remission  of  taxes  for  seTeral  yean  put 
had  been  to  favour  those  clanea.  Take, 
for  example,  that  tax  which  had  been  so 
often  adverted  (o— the  remisuon  of  the 
Post-office  duty.  It  might  be  said,  that 
thatwasabeneGtsharedbyallclasses;  but 
he  thought  that  it  was  shared  in  a  larger 
degree  by  the  trading  and  commercial  in- 
terests than  by  private  individuals.  Had 
not  the  proposed  changes  in  the  commercial 
tariff  the  same  object?  Were  they  not 
intended  for  the  relief  of  the  commercial 
interests?  This  was  not  diaputed  by  any 
one — it  WBI  acknowledged  by  all.  Il  had 
been  admitted  by  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site, and  the  hon.  Member  (or  Dumfries 
( Mr.  Ewart)  had  acknowledged  that  night, 
that  those  changes  would  confer  a  great 
boon  upon  the  classes  to  which  he  had 
alluded.  Those  who  had  gone  into  trade 
some  years  ago  had   done   so  with    the 


a  derived  from  trades  and  pro- 
festions,  upon  a  return  of  the  net  annual 
iacoroei  of  the  three  last  years.  The  tax 
upon  incomes  derived  from  theoccupatton 
of  land  was  to  be  assessed  upon  a  returr 
to  be  given  to  the  tax  collector  of  the  ac- 
tual rent,  makint:  deductions  on  account 
of  certain  specified  charges;  but,  as  far  as 
he  could  learn,  no  deductions  were  to  be 
made  from  the  income  of  the  owner  of  tfai 
property  on  account  of  repairs  and  other 
onigoings  to  which  he  was  subject,  and 
which  could  not  amount  to  less  than  30 
per  cent  upon  the  rental;  therefore,  he 
aaid  that  those  who  derived  their  incomes 
from  tradei  or  professtons  were  placed  in  a 
better  position  than  the  holders  of  landed 
property.  The  landed  proprietor  would  have 
to  pay  his  21. 17r.  8d.  out  of  80/.,  whereas 
the  profeaBional  man  and  trader  would  be 
taxed  to  the  same  amount  only  upon  100/. 
Then,  as  to  the  fundholder,  it  was  well 
known  that  incomes  arising  from  an  equal 
amount  employed  in  trade  were  far  greater 
than  could  be  obtained  from  an  equal 
amount  in  the  funds,  A  man  who  in- 
vested 20,0001.  in  the  funds,  or  in  landed 
property,  would  realise  an  income  of  only 
about  650/.  a  year,  whereas  if  the  same 
sum  were  invested  in  trade  or  commerce, 
he  would  not,  in  the  eveut  of  success, 
obtain  less  than  2,000/.  a  year.  He  saw 
no  reason,  therefore,  why  the  2,000/. 
shonid  go  free,  while  650^  should  be 
taxed.  It  was  argued  that  property  in- 
vested in  trade  or  msnufactures  was  un- 
stable, aa  compared  with  that  which  was 
invested  in  the  public  securities  or  in  land. 
It  was  aisuined  that  the  property  arising 
from  trade  would  not  be  inherited,  and 
that  there  was  nothing  to  bequeath.  He 
did  not  mean  to  contend  thai  fnnded  and 
landed  property,  on  the  whole,  was  not 
the  more  secure,  but  there  were  many 
trades  in  which  the  facilities  for  making 
a  fortune  were  great,  and  in  which  the 
property  was  aa  capable  of  being  trans- 
mitted to  childien,  and  of  being  dealt 
with  in  settlements  and  family  provisions, 
as  much  as  was  property  vested  either  in 
land  or  the  fandi.  Then  landed  property 
was  not  free  from  the  vicissituaei  and 
nncertainty  which  applied  to  all  human 
things.  Of  late  years  there  had  been 
many  fluctuations  in  the  value  of  land, 
and  those  whose  property  had,  in  conse- 
(|ueDee  of  the  depression,  become  encum- 
bered, had  been  reduced  to  great  destilu- 
lioo.    Bnt  Wu  not  the  property  engaged 


knowledge  of  the  taxes  to  which  tbey 
were  liable,  and  to  the  extent  to  wbicn 
those  taxes  had  been  repealed  those  per- 
sons bad  been  benefited.  Then  as  to  this 
deficit,  how  had  tt  been  incurred  T  Could 
they  find  nothing  in  the  variona  items  to 
be  carried  to  the  debit  side  of  the  com* 
raercial  interests  of  the  country  ?  The 
war  with  China  had  been  referred  to  in 
the  course  of  these  discussious,  and  it  bad 
been  shown  that  a  large  portion  of  that 
deficit  had  been  incurred  on  account  of 
that  war.  And  the  expenws  were  not 
hke  those  which  would  be  required  lor 
carrying  on  the  war  in  Affghanialan,  and 
which  wotild  fall  in  the  first  instance  upon 
the  East  India  Company ;  bat  these  ei> 
pqiiwa  would  fall  entirely  and  ditectly... 
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upon  tbii  eonnirj.  It  might  be  laid  that 
Captsin  Elliot  had  been  impriaoned,  and 
that  the  honour  of  the  country  bad  thui 
been  iosalied  and  muit  be  vindicated. 
But  bow  did  ibia  colliiion  take  place  in 
the  6nt  ioitance  ?  The  Eait  India  Com- 
pany had  carried  on  a  trade  with  China 
for  200  years— a  trade  eatabliihed  on  a 
aecura  if  not  on  an  exienaive  baf>!t.  He 
vonld  not  go  into  the  queslion  whether  it 
mu  right  or  wrong  to  open  the  China 
trade,  but  would  reroiod  the  House  that 
the  nnited  voice  or  the  trading  nnd  com- 
mercial community  of  the  country  was 
routed  and  brought  to  bear  on  Parliament 
for  the  parpoae  of  having  that  Irade 
opened.  It  vrai  itated  in  the  House  at 
tH  time  that  the  change  would  render  a 
colliaion  with  the  Chinese  inevitable. 
They  knew  the  foreign  policy  of  the  Chi- 
nese, yet  hoD.  Oentleniea  were  unceasing 
in  their  demands  that  the  House  wonid 
open  what  was  stated  to  be  a  boundleta 
market  for  the  Biitish  commercial  inle- 
mls.  He  admitted  that  it  was  a  great 
object— an  object  worth  struggling  for, 
but  it  was  not  fair  in  hoo.  Gentlemen, 
the  advoGBtei  of  the  comtoercial  interests, 
to  tarn  round  and  lay,  "  You  have  adopted 
our  ■uggesliona— yoD  have  plunged  tbia 
coDDlry  into  a  great  war  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  a  market  for  our  commerce 
—yon  have  engaged  us  in  a  war  the 
aucceas  of  which  is  doubtful,  the  morality 
of  which  is  perhaps  more  so,  the  expense 
of  which  is  at  least  certain,  and  the  ad- 
van  laget  of  which  are  dubious."  It  waa 
not  fair  in  the  commercial  intereiu  to  say 
so,  wad  at  the  aame  time  claim,  like  the 
old  noblesse  of  France,  an  exemption 
from  taxation.  He  had  not  addressed 
himself  to  what  he  considered  the  main , 
question  at  iune,  viz.,  the  emergency 
upon  which  the  tax  was  grounded.  That 
had  been  so  ably  argued  that  he  was 
unwilling  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House 
upon  it.  He  thanked  the  House  for  their 
aiteolion,  and  should  trespass  upon  them 
for  a  short  time  longer.  The  right  hon.  i 
Member  for  Edinburgh  had  stated  that 
they  were  to  look  at  the  war  in  Aflgha- 
nittan  chiefly  in  a  financial  point  of  view. : 
He  thought  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  right 
in  that  opinion,  but  he  had  been  misunder- 
stood. Considering  this  wsr,  then,  in  a 
financial  point  of  view,  there  never  was  one 
in  India  likely  to  be  more  expensive  than 
that  in  which  they  were  now  engaged;  and 
wbea  he  considered  the  immense  distance , 


— the  great  extent  of  coantry  over  which 
they  would  have  to  keep  aline  of  commn- 
nication — the  necessity  for  preserving  the 
English  army  again  from  defeat— considers 
ing  that  their  efforts  should  becommensn* 
ratetotheoccasion.andihetnotbing  should 
be  left  to  hazard — he  did  think  the  Govern- 
ment were  bound  to  provide  for  the  exU 
gencies  of  a  war  which,  in  all  likelihood, 
would  prove  the  most  expensive  of  any 
which  this  country  had  undertaken  in  India. 
Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  had  also  alluded 
to  the  state  of  the  foreign  relations  of  this 
country,  and  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
London  argued  against  reaorting  to  an  Id- 
come-tax  in  consequence  of  the.  effect 
which  such  a  step  would  have  on  foreign 
nations.  The  noble  Lord  said  that  itmi^t 
lead  foreign  countries  to  imagine  that 
England  was  reduced  to  her  last  resourcea. 
In  alluding  to  foreign  a£birs  ha  was  aware 
that  it  was  a  subject  of  peculiar  delicacy. 
Yet  it  was  one  on  which  a  private  Member 
might  speak  his  sentiments,  and  hold  lan- 
guage which,  coming  from  a  Cabinet  Mi- 
nister, might  be  rash  and  unjusti6able. 
He  was  sorry  to  ssy  that  there  existed  in 
France  a  jealousy  and  a  feeling  of  hostility 
towards  this  country,  which  he  hoped  the 
discretion  and  temper  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  at  the  bead  of  the  Goverommt 
would  allay,  but  which  no  Member  of  that 
House,  who  regarded  the  interests  of  his 
country,  would  overlook.  He  bad  lately 
visited  France,  and  he  regretted  to  say 
that  he  found  a  strong  hostile  feeling 
against  this  country ;  and  though  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  waa 
not  responsible  for  this,  it  vet  behoved 
them  to  take  into  their  consideralioo  the 
consequences  which  might  arise  from  snch 
a  state  of  things.  But  it  waa  not  by  dit- 
guiiiug  the  state  of  their  finances  that 
they  could  hope  to  guard  against  any  dif- 
ficulties which  might  arise  with  France. 
That  country  would  have  a  much  higher 
opinion  of  England  when  it  saw  them 
taking  effectual  mesne  for  remedying  a 
temporary  embarraatmeol.  He  had  the 
greatest  confidence  in  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net St  the  head  of  the  Government,  and 
lie  would  support  the  proposition  for  an 
Income-tax;  but  he  did  soon  thediatinct 
understanding  that  it  was  impoaed  tomeet 
an  emergency,  for  no  modification  of  the 
lax  would  ever  induce  him  to  conaent  to 
its  being  substituted  permanently  for  other 
taxes.  He  entertuned  sangnine  expecta- 
tions that  the  neceaaity  would  past  away 
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tnd  thkt  trade  would  mive.  When  that 
period  ceme,  ha  hoped  the  Home  would 
not  be  prepered  to  continue  ■  tet  from 
moiivee  of  conTeoience  which  they  bed 
impoeed  from  necewity.  When  that  nt- 
ceaeity  ceued,  be  hoped  the  fint  object  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  be  to  remit 
I  tax  which,  ibongh  moet  onerous  in  iti 
nature,  would  yet  be  cheerfully  borne  by 
the  patrioiiim  and  good  feeling  of  the 
oonniry  lo  loog  aa  the  necetaity  required 
It,  but  which  he  waa  perfectly  confideat 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  wonid  not  continue 
one  moment  longer  than  the  eiicamatancea 
of  the  country  rendered  it  inperatively 
Decenary. 

Sir  ff.  Claif  concurred  with  tbe  hon. 
Member  who  had  just  ut  down  at  to  the 
injustice  of  taaing  6ied  property  and 
exempting  property  of  a  different  descrip- 
tion. He  would  not  argne  tbe  general 
queatioB,  fbr  be  belieTCd  i(  was  pretiy 
nearly  eibansted  i  and  if  it  had  been 
propoaed  to  take  a  vote  upon  the  qnestion, 
wiibonl  farther  discusuon,  he  for  one 
would  hare  conaanted  to  it.  Bat  a  debate 
having  ariien,  he  hoped  the  House  would 
indulge  him  whilst  he  endeavoured  to 
point  out  what  he  conceived  would  be  the 
effect  of  the  proposed  measure,  in  reference 
to  a  Bubjeot  which  had  as  yet  been  but 
little  commented  upon— he  alluded  to 
that  portion  «f  the  plan  which  want  lo 
tegnlaia  the  modi  in  which  the  tax  should 
be  levied  upon  the  agricultural  iatereat. 
Tba  object  of  tbo  right  hon.  Baronet  in 
prapomng  to  levy  a  tax  of  SJrf.  in  the 
poond,  inettad  of  Id.  upon  persons  en< 
geged  in  agrieallurs,  oould  not,  ha  was 
anre,  be  from  any  unfair  wish  to  ex- 
cuse or  favour  the  agricnltoral  interest. 
Ha  bdieved  thet  the  object  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  was  us  he  professed,  to  get 
at  tha  piofitB  of  the  farmers.  Now,  how 
did  the  right  hon.  Baronet  propose  to  get 
at  tboaa  profitaT  He  takes  the  rent,  and 
aays  "  I  will  aasume  that  tha  farmer's 
pro6t  is  half  his  rent."  Now,  he  (Sir  W. 
Clay)  denied  that  rent  and  profiu  bora 
any  relation  whatever  to  each  other.  The 
aaanmption  that  they  did  so,  proceeded 
from  a  falia  view  of  the  principle  by 
which  rant  is  ragolated.  What  is  rent  ? 
Tha  commonly  accepted  definition  of  rent 
among  political  economists,  and  donbt- 
Icu,  the  sound  one,  wss  this ;  thst  rent 
coniista  of  the  anrplns  profit  on  ca|»tal 
•mpioyed  in  the  cultivation  of  land  be- 
yond tha  profit  that  can  be  obtained  by 
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the  application  of  the  eanu  amount  of 
capiat  in  any  other  mode  of  employing  it. 
Now,  let  them  suppose  that  the  general 
rata  of  profit  upon  capital  employed  in 
trade  was  5  per  cent. ;  and  that  the  profit 
on  capital  employed  in  the  cultivatioo  of 
land  was  15  per  cent.;  in  sadi  caeea, 
tbe  rent  would  consist  of  the  extra  10  per 
cent.  It  must,  of  course,  be  assumed  that 
the  general  rate  of  farming  profits  is  equal : 
and  that  whether  the  farmer  rente  fertile 
land  or  poor  Und,  he  will  derive  an  equal 
TBiurn  upon  the  capital  which  he  employe. 
If  it  were  true  that  all  the  land  in  tha 
kingdom  were  of  equal  value,  and  requirad 
an  equal  outlay  per  acre  to  noder  ii  pro- 
ductive, then  the  just  nlation  betweea 
the  profit  on  the  fanner's  capital,  and  tha 
rent  he  pays  to  his  landlord  might  be 
found :  but  the  fact  was  notoriously  the 
reverse;— and  the  cases  in  which  the  scale 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  give  the 
true  meuure  of  profit  of  farming  capital 
would  be  flew  in  comparison  of  those  wbon 
the  result  would  be  false;  in  moat  caaca 
the  scale  would  be  either  too  high  or  too 
low.  To  make  his  meaning  intelligible,  let 
them  take  two  farms  of  300  acres  each.  In 
one  case  the  land  shall  let  at  l£j.  an  aera, 
and  in  the  other  at  3^  an  acre.  Tbe  land 
at  ISr.  an  aera  would  produce  a  rant  of 
27.U,  the  halfof  which  wonld  bo  Issa than 
150/.,  and  the  tenant  would  eseapa  from 
the  Ineome-tax  altogether.  Bgt  tne  laml 
which  let  at  31.  an  acre  would  produce  a  rent 
of  900^.,  the  half  of  which  would  be  450U 
and  the  Unant  would  be  taxed  at  13^  10>. 
Now,  was  it  at  all  clear  in  tba  lauar  cass, 
that  the  tenant  did  make  a  profit  of 
4501.}  Ob  the  contrary,  there  wu 
not  the  slightest  ground  for  sappoeior 
it.  Tbe  capital  employed  on  the  300 
acres  of  poor  laud  would  yield  as 
much  profit  to  the  tenant  aa  the  capital 
employetl  on  the  300  acres  of  fertile  land  ; 
the  only  diSerence  would  be  in  the  rant. 
Tha  rant  on  the  fertile  land  woald  be  ve^ 
high,  there  being  a  large  surplus  of  profit 
over  ifaa  ordinary  profits  on  capital ;  and 
the  whole  of  that  surplus  profit  wooid  go 
to  the  landlord,  whilst,  in  the  case  of  the 
poor  land,  there  would  only  be  a  small 
surplus  of  profit  to  go  for  tent.  In  this 
case,  therefore,  the  acheme  of  the  rig^t 
hon.  Baronet  would  work  great  injustice, 
because,  in  the  one  case,  from  a  certaiit 
amount  of  capital  which  waa  yielding 
a  fair  and  reasooablo  amount  of  profit, 
DO  tax  would  ariae,  while  in  tW  other 
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cue,  the  tame  amoant  of  capital  would 
pt7  a  tax  of  131.  or  HI.  Thii  na«  not 
a  mere  matter  of  cnrioiity,  or  a  queition 
latereating  merely  ai  a  ecienlific  pro- 
blem ;  bat  it  would  have  a  very  maiGriil 
effect  in  the  practical  working  of  the  tax. 
Ai  by  the  preHot  arbitrary  rule,  an  enor- 
moni  proportion  of  farming  capital  wbi 
exempted  from  any  coatributioD  wbatso- 
•rer.  He  believed  he  waaiuttified  in  laying 
that  throughout  England,  Scotland,  and 
Walei,  two-thirds  of  ibe  farms  were  let  at 
rent*  under  300^  a  year.  Taking  the  proBta 
at  half  the  rent,  they  thus  exempted  two- 
thirda  of  all  the  farming  capital  of  the  coun- 
try from  the  Incom»-tai.  The  amonnt  of 
the  farmiag  capital  of  the  country  was  esti- 
mated at  between  300,000,000/.  and 
400,000,000/.  Now,  by  exempting  twn- 
thirds  of  this  vast  amount  of  farming  ca- 
pital from  taxatiOD,  great  injustice  was 
committed  on  all  the  other  classei  of 
the  country.  Neither  could  he  (Sir  W, 
Clay)  perceive  any  peculiarity  in  the 
nature  of  farming  capital,  or  in  the  posi- 
tion of  the  farmer,  that  could  justify 
this  mode  of  levying  the  tax  on  this  species 
of  property.  On  the  contrary,  he  could 
conceive  many  reaaoniwhy  to  this  descrip- 
tion of  capital  it  should  be  far  less  objeo- 
tionabla  to  apply  the  int^uititorial  process 
than  to  the  capitalof  ordinary  traders.  A 
farmer  was  in  a  very  slight  degree  depen- 
dent for  success  npon  his  credit,  or  upon  the 
reputation  of  his  wealth.  He  was  not  sub- 
ject to  the  bankrupt-laws;  his  principal 
creditor  was  bis  landloid,  and  his  principal 
diabursemtnts  were  to  bii  own  labourers. 
An  iavestigation  into  the  affairs  of  a  farmer 
could  do  him  bat  little  injury  on  the  one 
hand,  while  on  the  other,  the  process  of 
ascertaining  the  amount  of  his  profits 
would  be  much  more  simple  than  in  any 
other  case*  He  therefore  thought,  that 
the  proposed  scheme  of  the  right  hon, 
Baronei,  as  regarded  the  farmers,  was 
based  on  a  fallacious  principle.  There  was 
no  general  and  certain  relation  between  rent 
an(rpro6ts,  and  the  exemption  of  so  large 
a  proportion  of  farming  capital  from  taxa- 
tion was  made  without  there  existing  any- 
thing peculiar  in  the  position  of  the  farmer 
to  justify  the  exemption.  Thehon,  Mem- 
ber went  on  to  sav  that  he  was  disposed 
to  give  the  right  noo.  Baronet  full  credit 
for  a  large  portion  of  his  commercial 
tariff,  and  in  the  discussion  of  that  tariff 
tb«  right  hon.  Baronet  should  have  what- 
•w  hniable  support  it  was  in  his  power  to 


give ;  although  there  were  portions  of  it 
to  which  at  the  fitting  time,  he  should  be 
prepared  to  stale  nis  objections.  He 
would  only  Bllade,  then,  to  one  point, 
because  it  was  one  from  which  a  great 
loss  would  be  occasioned  to  the  reve- 
nue :  he  meant  the  alteration  of  duty  on 
timber.  That  alteration  had  been  jus- 
tified on  the  ground  that  it  would  be  a 
great  advantage  to  the  shipping  interest. 
He  thought  this  was  a  mistake ;  and  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  was  makmg  a  Bacri6ce 
without  any  countervailing  advantage.  It 
was  not  true  that  Canaaiau  timlier  was 
employed  in  nercantile-sbip  building  in 
,  this  country  to  any  considerable  extent. 
To  the  extent  to  which  merchant  ship* 
built  of  Canadian  timber  could  find  pro- 
fitable employment  in  the  trade  of  this 
country,  to  that  full  extent  such  ships 
were  built  in  Canada  itself;  and  with 
builders  in  the  colony,  of  coarse,  builders 
there  could  not  compete.  For  all  other 
uses,  the  present  duty  on  Canadian  limber 
formed  so  very  small  a  proportion  of  the 
price  of  the  article  that  the  reduction  of 
tbe  duty,  while  it  was  no  great  boon  to 
the  consumer,  formed  a  coustderable  item 
iu  the  deficiency  of  the  revenue.  He 
thought  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  done 
wisely  in  reducing  the  duty  on  the  superior 
description  of  timber,  but  it  was  of  that 
reduction  of  duty  the  shipping  interest 
complained.  Nor  did  they  consider  Ute 
reduction  of  duty  on  colonial  timber  aa 
any  compensBtton.  With  respect  to  the 
comparative  merits  of  tbe  plan  proposed  by 
the  fate  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Mr. 
Baring)  and  tbe  one  brought  forward  by 
the  right  hon,  Baronat,  ha  gave  tbe  pre- 
ference to  the  fbrmer.  Ha  did  not  think 
the  arguments  of  his  right  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Baring)  had  been  answered.  Tbe 
right  hon.  Baronet  might  have  been  jnstl- 
fied  in  calling  for  an  Income-tax  in  a 
great  emergency  of  the  State;  but  be 
called  for  it  before  the  emergsncy  had 
arisen,  and  when  it  was  left  to  every  man 
to  dispute  the  reality  of  that  emergenoyt 
he  should  therefore  support  the  motion  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Liilceard. 

Mr.  IVakky :  Notwithstanding  all  that 
had  been  said  with  regard  to  tbts  bill,  be 
was  still  disposed  to  believa  that  a  prc- 
perty-tax  was  the  best  tax  that  could  be 
imposed,  and  ha  exctedingly  regrettfld 
that  the  present  bill  was  so  framed  that  he 
could  not  give  it  any  support.  If  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  proposed  even  a 
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gradoated  income-tax  and  not  a  property- 
tax,  he  vould  have  supported  Him  most 
earueBtly,  because  he  believed  that  no  tax 
could  operate  to  juslly  in  this  country  as 
a  tax  that  came  directly  from  the  wealthy 
clasies  of  the  community.  The  part  at 
the  right  hon.  Baronet'i  opening  speech 
which  elicited  the  warmest  approbation 
was  that  in  which  he  denounced  all  tnxa- 
tion  upon  industry.  The  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet most  emphatically  dwelt  upon  that 
point;  but  was  there  no  industry  on  the 
part  of  men  wlio  had  income*  above  1601, 
a  year?  This  tax  was  a  direct  tax  upon 
the  industry  of  all  men  who  obtained  an 
income  above  150{.  That  was  one  of  the 
strongest  objections  he  entertained  agamat 
the  tax,  because  it  could  not  be  just  to 
tax  the  produce  of  man's  labour  in  the 
same  proportion  as  they  taxed  income  de- 
rived from  a  fixed  capital.  This  was  felt 
on  the  part  of  the  public  to  be  so  great  a 
grievance,  and  so  intolerable,  that  he  could 
assure  the  right  hon.  Baronet  that  he  had 
by  this  measure  laid  the  foundation  for  a 
graduated  Income-tax.  Sofar,theiefoTe,he 
rejoiced  at  the  position  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet had  taken,  because  he  was  convinced 
it  would  lead  to  the  adoption  of  a  juit 
system  of  taxation.  He  had  received  se- 
veral letters  on  this  subject.  He  would 
quote  one  of  them.  It  was  written  by  a 
person  to  show  how  unjust  it  waa  that  he 
should  be  taxed  precisely  the  same  as  in- 
dividuals who  had  fixed  incomes.  The 
writer  said : — 

«  To  iHustrale  my  view  I  freely  end  can- 
didly sute  ^cu,  but  must  beg  of  you  not  to 
make  my  nane  unneeeuarily  public,  I  reut 
bnsineii  premises  at  2301.  a  year.  They  are 
rated  at  rack-rent  to  the  poor,  police,  highway, 
and  aewer  rate.  The  house,  which  is  a  small 
eight-room cd  one,  attached  to  the  counting- 
house,  in  which  there  are  seven  widows,  ii 
charsed  in  the  assessed  taxes  with  eighteen 
windows.     In  short,  the  whole  of  the  ' 

Uies  for  this  place  is  Wl.  3i.  5d.  pei 
The  capital  employed  ii  small,  being  but 
SfiOOi.  i  but,  with  industiy,  it  enables  me  to 
employ  thirty-four  men,  most  of  ihem  with  fa- 
milies.  Ikeep&lteenhorsea,  and  ten  waggons 
and  carta,  and  altogether,  the  gross  returns 
exceed  95,0OOi.  per  annum,  which  lefl,  I  ad- 
mit, last  year,  a  gross  proht  exceeding  5l.  per 
cent,  upon  the  whole,  subject,  however,  as  you 
most  be  aware,  to  deduction*  for  bad  debt*. 
Supposing  the  SfiOOl.  was  funded  instead  of 
lued  ss  above.  The  interest  would  be  the 
only  portion  subject  to  the  tax,  say  170'-, 
which,  at  the  rate  proposed,  would  be  about 
3/,  Now,  if  the  5,000t  being  employed 
trade  is  tsken  at  Si,  per  cent. 


taxed  at  the  rate  of  3t  per  cent.,  the  pmdnca 
would  be  Tl.  10*.  which  mode  would  yteld  50t, 
per  cent,  more  upon  the  given  sum  of  SflOOL 
than  if  the  same  was  funded.  Yet  no  ol^ecv 
tion  could  be  made.  But  if  the  premiiei  ar« 
brought  into  schedule  B,  and  the  gross  profits 
into  schedule  D,  the  class  of  society  which  yon 
represent,  namely,  the  tradesmen,  or  (u  I 
would  call  them)  the  working  bees,  will  con- 
tribute out  of  all  proportion,  J  hope  that  this 
may  be  a  groundless  fear.  I  should  say  that 
it  was,  did  J  not  see  by  Sir  Bobert  Pecl'a 
figures,  that  he  contemplates  schedules  B  artd 
0,  that  is,  traders'  rents  and  profits,  to  yield 
1,370,000'-,  while  the  funded  property  is  es- 
timiled  to  yield  only  616,000J,  Again;  it 
should  be  estimated  what  taxes  the  SfiixL 
employed  in  trade  now  yields.  Id  a  direct  and 
indirect  way.  Although  the  assessed 
and  tlia  poor  and  police  rates  are  not 
small  items,  and  although  thirty-four  cleiics 
and  labourers  are  not  a  small  number  to  be 
provided  with  the  means  of  living  ont  of  the 
judicious  and  eoergetic  employment  of  that 
small  capital,  its  banefii  does  not  stop  there 
No.  There  i*  the  rent  for  the  fttmter*'  pto- 
duce  of  hay,  straw,  and  com  for  the  horse*. 
There  are  the  wheelwrights,  the  smiths,  the 
hameas-maker,  stamp  duty,  paper,  insurance, 
postage,  &c.,  all  aided,  which  must  not  be  lost 
sight  of.  These  remarks  may  be  prematore. 
It  may  be  the  Minister'*  intention  to  limit  the 
tax  to  actual  property,  and  if  so,  no  Engliab- 
man  ought  to  object.  Few,  I  think,  will.  Bat, 
if  the  tradesman'*  energy  and  talent  are  to  be 
taxed,  in  addition  to  his  capital,  I,  for  od^ 
think  that  the  tradesman  will  soon  pas*  away, 
the  working  artisan  and  the  labourer  shortly 
made  candidates  for  the  union  workhouses, 
and  the  country'*  character  for  enterprise  be 
lost  for  ever.  I  now  subjoin  a  list  of  Go- 
vernment and  parochial  taxes  which  I  actully 
paid  lost  year:— Assessed  taxes,  30{.2t.  5A; 
stamps,  35{.;  poor's-Tale,  33'.  16*.;  otherpa- 
rochial  rates,  \6L  131.  ad. ;  sewer  rate.  Si. !)«. ; 
total,  lOOi.  3t.  Id. ;  out  of  a  capital  of  SflOOL" 

This  was  not  an  isolated  case.— [Sir  It. 
Peel :  What  waa  the  clear  profit  or  income 
realised  by  this  person?]  He  could  not 
tell.  That  would  be  for  the  assessor  to 
find  out.  Very  likely,  however,  the  as- 
sessor would  not  rely  upon  the  statemeoi 
of  this  individual;  and  he  might  besnr- 
charged.  This  the  party  mig^t  appeal 
agaiDst,  it  was  true ;  but  ibe  right  hoD. 
Baronet  proposed  to  carry  that  on  in  se- 
cret. To  this  secret  tribunal  he  objected. 
Every  man  ought  to  have  a  public  iavea- 
tigation  if  he  wished  it.  If  the  commis- 
sioner should  have  a  desire  to  act  nDJnstly, 
the  appearance  of  the  public  would  serve 
as  a  check  upon  him.  Would  the  party 
the  opportunity  to  have  an  open  in- 
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Sir  Robert  Petl  was  nndentood  to  uy 
that  the  party  nonld  only  bare  the  option 
of  going;  before  the  local  commiisioner,  or 
belbre  a  ipecial  commiuioner  appointed 
by  Oovetnment ;  but  that  ha  would  not 
have  the  power  to  hare  the  iavesii^tion 
carried  on  in  public. 

Hr.  Wakley  ihoaght,  that  that  wai  very 
nnjaat.  The  public  ought  to  be  preKot 
if  the  party  wished  it.  He  was  bound  to 
■tate  that  outordoori  there  waa  no  Htrong 
feeling  agaiast  an  Income-tax.  His  im~ 
prefsion  wai,  that  the  people  thought  that 
ID  principle  it  was  the  moat  just  tax  that 
could  be  imposed;  and  it  did  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  greatest  credit  for  the 
powerful  and  gigantic  efforts  he  was  mak- 
ing to  overcome  the  present  difficulties, 
and  to  meet  any  future  disasters  that  might 
accrue  to  this  country.  That  was  hia 
feeling,  and  it  would  be  most  unfair  and 
ungenerooi  for  hird  to  deny  it ;  nor  would 
he  deny  it,  whatever  obloquy  and  abuse 
the  course  he  was  pursuing  might  bring 
upon  him.  He  cared  not  for  abuse.  He 
was  not  tied  to  any  party.  He  was  bound 
to  state  the  candid  and  naked  truth.  Be- 
yond  all  question  there  was  no  system  of 
taxatioD  ao  fair  and  just  as  direct  taxation 
upon  property.  Let  the  tax  collector  come 
into  your  house  at  once,  without  any  dis- 
guise;  and  let  him  say,  "  I  have  called 
this  morning  for  351."  The  reply  would 
hnmediately  be,  "  What  is  this  for  V 
The  answer  of  the  collector  immediately 
follows :  "  It  is  Ibr  the  Income-tax. ' 
This  sets  the  tax-payer  upon  his  reflection, 
and  he  says,  "  I  want  to  know  how  this 
money  is  applied  ;"  and  in  the  space  of  a 
short  time  you  thereby  make  every  man  a 
political  reformer.  Then  It  is,  that  he  in- 
vestigates, with  extreme  scuteness  and 
perseverance,  what  becomes  of  the  money 
which  is  abstracted  from  the  fruits  of  his 
labour.  It  was  matter,  therefore,  of  re- 
joicing, that  this  country  had  a  minister 
who  would  act  thus  boldly  by  the  people. 
He  was  delighted  to  see  this  commence- 
ment  of  a  sound  course  of  legislation. 
There  was  no  fraud,  nn  deception,  no  de- 
ceit, no  delusion  in  all  this,  and  he  hoped 
this  system  of  taxation  would  be  perse- 
vered in.  He  objected,  however,  lo  the 
piesent  bit],  because  the  sum  that  would 
be  collected  by  it  would  not  be  adequate 
to  the  cruel  natnre  of  the  inquisition  it 
would  introduce.  The  amount  they  were 
about  to  collect  was  only  a  fourteenth 
pan  of  the  revenue.    If  it  had  been  a  half 
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he  should  have  been  delighted  with  the 
measure,  for  then  the  righthon.  Baronet 
would  have  been  able  to  take  off  many 
taxes  which  now  pressed  so  heavily  upon 
the  energies  of  the  people.  He  hoped  that 
when  the  people  should  be  made  fully 
aware  of  the  advantages  of  direct  taxation 
they  would  overwhelm  the  House  with 
petitions  for  the  adoption  of  a  graduated 
scale  of  taxation  upon  property  andi  n- 
come.  The  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
London  (Lord  John  Russell)  agreed  with 
the  righthon.  Baronet  in  opinion,  that  a 
slidtng-scale  could  not  be  applied  to  a  lax 
upon  income.  But  he  wanted  to  know 
why  it  could  not?  A  sliding-scale  was  ap- 
plied to  the  assessed  taxes.  It  was  ap- 
plied to  their  horses,  their  servants,  their 
carriages,  and  to  their  houses.  He  did 
not  mean  to  say,  that  the  gradations  were 
carried  out  upon  a  just  principle.  On  the 
contrary,  he  knew  they  were  not.  Take 
the  window-tax,  for  example.  For  any 
window  above  eight  a  tax  of  i3i.  was  im- 
posed ;  but  when  the  windows  were  above 
180,  then  the  lax  was  nnly  3f.  for  each 
window.  But  bis  argument  wss  this: — 
that  if  a  graduated  scale  of  duty  could  be 
applied  to  your  horses,  your  carriages, 
your  servants,  your  houses,  and  your  win- 
dows, whv  could  it  not  be  applied  to  your 
acres,  anil  to  your  thousands  of  pounds  ? 
He  hoped  that  this  question  would  be  an- 
swered. He  was  perfectly  satisfied  that 
when  those  gentlemen  who  were  now  so 
anxious  to  have  a  sliding-scale  applied  to 
corn,  had  found  by  experience  that  it  was 
equally  applicable  to  money,  they  would 
derive  the  greatest  gratification  in  finding 
their  views  of  political  economy  carried 
out  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  who,  he 
could  assure  those  Gentlemen,  never 
would  rest  until  a  sliding-scale  should  be 
applied  to  an  Income-tax.  When  that 
should  be  proposed  it  would  be  hailed  by 
the  country  as  the  best  tax  that  ever  was 
imposed.  The  principle  of  a  sliding-scale 
was  already  applied  to  property  in  (he  in- 
stance of  itamp  duties,  and  though  he  was 
aware  that  it  was  made  to  press  with  un- 
due weight  on  the  masses,  still  alt  he 
argued  for  was  the  flexibility  and  applica- 
bility of  the  principle.  His  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  (Mr.  C.  Butler)  had  said 
that  taxation  should  be  regulated  in  pro- 
portion to  the  amount  that  it  would  with- 
draw from  a  man's  enjoyments.  But  who 
was  to  estimate  what  a  man's  enjoyments 
were?  What  be  believed  to  be  lue  just 
2L 
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principle  wu  this :  that  every  min  thould 
be  made  to  contribute  in  proportion  to  hi> 
means ;  and  that  ipecial  care  should  be 
taken  in  carrying  out  tbat  prinpiple,  if 
pouible,  not  to  withdraw  from  any  man 
the  necesaariea  nf  life.  The  man  of  2001. 
a  jear  would  lose  nearly  6L  of  hia  income 
while  the  man  of  6,000^  would  Iok  only 
about  180^  The  6^  Uken  away  in  the 
one  case  would  deprive  a  man  of  iome  of 
the  very  neceaiariea  of  life,  but  of  what 
comfort,  of  what  luxury  would  the  1601. 
deprive  the  man  of  6,000/.  a  year  ?  If  a 
manof  6,0001.  a  year,  minui  ISO/., could 
not  obtain  all  the  pleainres  and  gratilica' 
tions  he  desired,  he  muit  be  a  very  iunu- 
riouB,  avaricjoui,  and  unreasonable  fellow 
indeed,  and  the  more  he  wai  taxed  the 
lesa  he  waa  to  he  pitied ;  such  a  man 
could  hardly  be  taxed  too  severely.  He 
would  simply  state  the  case  of  one  of  hia 
conatiluents  to  show  hnw  UDJuttly  and 
cruelly  iha  tax  operated.  He  was  a  clerk 
with  from  150/.  to  160/.  perannnmi  he 
bad  a  wife  and  four  children,  kept  ope  girl 
at  a  servant  at  6/.  a  year  wages,  and 
found,  on  casting  up  hia  year's  account^ 
that  he  wai  11/.  in  debt.  What  was  he 
to  do  ?  be  must  abridge  tome  of  the  neces- 
■aries  of  life  in  order  to  avoid  debt.  He  and 
hit  family  left  off  sugar,  and,  to  avoid  thf 
keep  of  the  servant  (the  daughter  of  a 
man  with  a  large  family,  who  was  a  crip- 
ple), tbey  sent  her  to  live  out  of  the 
House,  merely  paying  her  wiiget  for  occa- 
sional assistance.  When  it  wat  as  much 
»>  he  could  do  to  struggle  with  his  diffi- 
Gulliet  came  this  Income-tax  and  over- 
whelmed him;  it  reduced  him  in  fact  to 
complete  poverty.  Moreover,  the  curse 
fell  upon  the  very  humblest  olaites  also; 
for  the  poor  tervant-girl  was  necessarily 
turned  adrift  and  tent  nome  to  her  crippled 
father.  What  were  the  watch  apd  clock 
makers  of  Fiitsbury  to  do  under  the  tax  I 
Tbey  earned  from  150/.  to  180/.  a  year; 
and  even  from  thia  paltry  aum  a  heavy 
deduction  waa  to  be  made.  The  man  who 
had  4,000/.  in  the  fundt  did  not  pay  one 
farthing,  and  if  a  man  had  40,000/.  in  the 
fupda  he  had  only  to  divide  it  between  ten 
memhert  of  his  family,  and  tel  the  tax  at 
defiance-  Thit  wat  a  cote  which  might 
easily  occur,  and  which  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  did  not  aeem  prepared  to  meet. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  vaunted  of 
the  tax  be  waa  about  to  lay  upon  Irish  ah- 
seotees,  but  how  did  he  attempt  to  lax 
the   many  Irish  abteateea,  not  in   this 


country,  bnt  in  France,  Gsomiij,  and 

Italy?  The  tax  in  fact  would  compel 
them  to  be  absentees,  not  only  from  Ire- 
land but  from  England.  The  farmeu  of 
England,  too,  had  a  right  to  coipplaio : 
he  knew  some  of  them,  and  tbey  atked 
him  how  it  happened,  that  while  the 
farmer  of  3001.  a  year  was  mad*  to  pay 
in  this  country,  he  entirely  eacaped  in 
Ireland?  He  oonld  give  them  vo  an- 
swer, but  (hat  it  wu  the  will  and  pleaaoie 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronel.  For  these  rea- 
sons, and  with  these  objectiona  be  wti 
obliged  reluctantly,  he  owned,  to  vote 
against  th^Iax:  it  was  in  principle  the 
boat  description  of  tax  tbat  coi)ld  .be  im- 
posed, provided  it  were  made  equal  in  ill 
pripasure  aqd  fair  in  ita  collection ;  in  that 
(;ase  it  would  have  the  effect,  not  merely 
of  reicning  tfae  country  frqm  i^  embv- 
rasiraenta,  bat  of  placing  it  in  the  prqiid 
situation  it  formerly  ocgupied.  \le  wished 
to  (ace  the  financial  difficulty,  and  to  re- 
stote  the  public  credit,  but  it  nntt  be 
dqae  by  requiring  a  proportiflnate  aacrifice 
from  men  of  all  ranks  by  ,a  gradqated 
scale ;  and  then,  though  an  Income-tax 
w«s  Aot  to  be  compared  with  a  Peoperty- 
tax,  he  should  hold  it  a  ^reat  good,  tpd 
should  heartily  support  it.  At  pretent, 
fratped  i%iX  wai,  he  had  do  choice  btfl  to 
VQ^  against  iU. 

Mr.  D'lircuU  said,  every  Gentlenua 
who  bad  tpolten,  appeared  to  be  of  opin- 
ion, tbat  new  taxea  in  lo^ne  fonp  or  olbet 
mnst  he  imposed,  and  that  the  country 
ought  no  longer  to  aufier  uitdflr  thff  evile 
of  a  financial  deficiency;  but  acaicely  any 
one  had  thought  of  inquiring  into  |be 
causes  of  the  deficiency.  The  budget  of 
this  year  was  characterised  bjr  ^  fiircno- 
stance  unprecedented  in  the  history  at  the 
country.  The  ri^ht  hon.  Baronet  bad, 
for  the  first  time,  introduced  into  a  finaa* 
cial  statement  an  exposition  of  the  state 
of  the  financet  of  our  Indian  empire.  He 
confessed  he  wgs  not  attoeiibed  that  the 
right  boo.  Baronet  had  taken  this  itqi. 
Such  a  courae  wat  wise  and  lagapiouf; 
and  he  thought,  that  any  one  who  had 
watched  the  course  9f  events,  and  ihe  cir- 
cumstances of  oar  Indian  empire  for  some 
years  past,  mutt  have  anticipated,  that  the 
time  would  arrive  when  the  Mioifter  of 
this  country  would  announce  that  the 
finances  ol  India  must  form  an  item  in 
the  British  budget.  A  tingle  Minister  bad 
the  opportunity  of  governing  100,000,000 
of  people,  and  bad  Uie  abnoit  uncoplrpUed  . . 
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npuiditun  of  s  vut  ravenne,  simoit 
without  tbe  cognisaoce  or  hi>  Colleague*; 
SBd  «b«D  that  HU  (he  cue,  a  Britiih 
House  of  CoramoQi  ought  to  esercwe  the 
nms  control  over  the  teiourcei  of  thti 
COUBiry  aa  they  did  over  the  revenue  of 
Eaghuid.  If,  fiaaneially,  there  was  area- 
•on  why  the  House  should  interfere  with 
the  HaU  of  the  revenu»  in  ludia,  politi- 
cally iheie  was  no  reuou  to  refrain  froai 
■o  doing.  The  wan  in  centcal  Asia  were 
Dot  tbe  wan  of  the  East  India  Cooipany, 
but  of  England  ;  and  it  was  absolutely 
Decessaiy  that  England  should  step  for- 
ward sod  offer  to  take  that  responsibility 
which  nust  ultimately  devolve  upon  this 
country.  It  had  been  said,  that  tiiestate- 
menti  of  the  Uinister  in  this  respect  were 
eaaggeratad  and  unnecessary.  It  was  a 
patter  of  aoloriety,  that  five  years  ago 
thers  was  a  surplus  revenue  for  India  and 
England,  in  round  numbers,  of  nearly 
3,500,00(M.  in  each  country.  It  was  a  mat- 
ter of  aqaalBOtoriety,  that  at  this  moment 
th«i*  was  a  4efiei«ncj  for  each  empire,  ia 
iMMlBumlKra,of2^00,00Di.  Now.surely 
tber«  couM  be  no  inquiry  more  legitimate 
t)ian  an  hiveitigatioa  into  the  cause  of  this 
AciciMwy.  Butbefora  going  hlo  this  part 
•f  iIm  aut^ect  he  would  take  the  liberty  of 
aHoding  to  one  inaccurate  statement  which 
kad  been  Bade  with  respect  to  the  fioan- 
c^  ooitdition  of  India.  It  had  been 
•tated,  that  the  Indian  Government  had 
fused  loans  at  5  per  cent.  But  within 
the  laat  few  day*  h«  had  been  informed 
on  way  good  authority,  thai  mon^  bad 
raeentljr  been  obtained  in  Calcutta  at  the 
kigk  rate  of  8)  per  cent.,  and  that,  loo, 
on  landed  security,  the  best  security  which 
wuld  beofiered.  Heconid  scarcely  believe 
it  pasaible,  that  the  Govemmeat  in  India 
could  obtain  money  at  5  per  cent.,  when 
their  previouftsecuri  ties  were  at  a  considera- 
ble discount  in  the  market.  He,  therefore, 
tbougbt  these  loans  mnst  have  been  raised 
on  some  Ailse  pretence— on  some  such  re- 

KesenlatioDS  as  those  which  described  the 
dian  revenue  at  20,000,000/.  when  it  was 
BOtmora  than  15,000,000^.  It  was  necessary 
the  House  should  obtain  some  accurate 
infDnnalioo  on  the  sul^ecL  One  fact  was 
toot  disputed — that  five  years  ago  there 
was  a  sarfdus  revenue  on  tbe  two  empires 
of  5,000,000i.,  and  at  present  there  was 
a  deficiency  of  5,000,000^  It  was  rather 
carious,  that  the  deficiency  commenced 
almost  simultaneously  in  the  two  countries. 
Qenerally  speaking,  our  commerce  had 


not  dediaed,  Mr  kad  oar  revenue  dimi- 
nished ;  but  our  expenditure  had  in- 
creased, and  it  was  this  increase  of  ex- 
penditure, both  in  India  and  England, 
that  had  destroyed  tbe  aurplas  revenue 
and  created  the  deficiency.  It  was  not 
very  uareaionable  to  infer,  that  the  same 
cause  at  the  same  time  hod  destroyed  tbe 
surplus  revenue  in  both  empires.  And 
wliat  was  that  cause  ?  Not  our  commer- 
cial regulations  or  financial  arrangements. 
It  was  tbe  foreign  policy  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment which  bad  had  this  disastrous 
effect,  and  had  rendered  necessary  the  pre- 
sent increase  of  taxation.  What  was  the 
policy  which  had  produced  this  great  ex- 
penditure and  consequent  deficiency?  The 
country  knew  little  about  it.  We  were  en- 
gaged in  a  war  which  had  never  been  an- 
nounced to  Parliament  by  the  Sovereign, 
which  had  never  been  developed  by  the 
Minister,  and  which  had  never  been  sanc- 
tiosed  by  the  nation.  This  was  tbe  war 
which  had  caused  the  deficiency  com- 
plained of;  and  could  there  be  a  more 
legitimate  matter  of  in<;airy  then  to  in- 
vestigate the  causes  of  ibet  war?  Not 
only  was  that  inquiry  legitimate,  but  it 
was  the  first  daty  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  investigate  the  oausoa  of  that 
war,  which  had  been  aa  disastroni — 
wbich  had  brought  on  the  English  arms 
the  greatest  dt^raca  in  the  records  of 
modera  biatory.  A  short  time  ago  news 
arrived  of  a  calamity  which  had  filled 
the  country  with  mourning  and  with 
shame— a  oelamity  the  consequence  of 
that  war— and  when  it  was  announced 
to  the  House,  what  occurred  1  A  right 
hon.  Geatlemaa  rose  in  his  place 
and  said  it  was  grossly  exaggerated.  He 
should  like  to  know  what  authority  tbe 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  for  making  that 
statement.  The  very  next  arrival  con- 
firmed the  accounts  which  had  been  pre- 
'ioutly  received,  and  supplied  additional 
detailfl.  No  inquiry,  however,  had  been 
announced  into  those  circumstances  which 
had  entailed  so  much  disgrace  and  dis- 
honour upon  the  arms  of  England.  He 
admitted,  that  the  tax  about  to  be  im- 
posed was  one  of  a  moat  odious  and  in- 
quisitorial character.  All  parties  agreed 
in  tbe  necessity  of  increased  taxation,  but 
no  person  inquired  for  a  moment  into  the 
cause*  of  that  necessity.  There  used  to 
be  a  doctrine  once  very  fashionable  with 
the  noble  Lord  opposite — popular  al  least 
to  some  extent  in  the  House— and  that 
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tue*,  in  additioD  to  which  it  a 


waa  the  reiponiibillty  of  Miniiten.  No- 
thinf;  could  be  more  remurtable  than  that 
a  GovernraeDl  should  hare  commeoced  a 
war  wiilioutconsulliDg  the  House  of  Com- 
mODs—that  ihey  should  have  experienced 
the  greatest  disaster! — destroyed  the  sup- 
plies of  two  great  empireB, — involved  both 
empire*  Id  debt,  and  escaped  from  office 
without  the  siighlejt  comment  or  inquiry. 
Notbini;  would  be  more  estonishiag  than 
that  they  should  be  succeeded  by  a  Go- 
vernment discreetly  silent  on  the  subject ; 
but  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  at  the  head 
of  the  Government  intended  to  origin- 
ale  no  inquiry— he  would  remind  the 
House,  that  there  was  one  body 
this  country  on  whom  the  responsibility 
would  ultimately  teat,  and  that  body  wns 
the  House  of  Commons.  The  Parliament 
of  England,  which  had  never  been  con^ 
suited,  waa  the  assembly  on  which  thii 
recpoosibility  would  devolve.  It  was  ; 
remarkable  circumstance,  that  when  the 
contingency  of  a  public  bankruptcy  in 
India  was  at  this  moment  contemplated, 
and  nothing  but  the  vigorous  conduct  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  averted  the 
evil— when  hon.  Oentlemen  were  nightly 
C  DID  plaining  that  people  might  not 
present  petitions  against  the  taxes  — 
when  noble  Lords  announced,  that  they 
would  divide  the  House  on  every  occasion 
against  this  inquisitorial  impost— it  was 
remarkable  that  no  Member  had  risen  to 
inquire  into  tbe  causes  of  this  impost, 
and  into  the  present  state  of  both  Eng- 
land and  India.  He  had  no  intention 
hitnself  of  interfering  in  these  debates. 
He  believed,  that  the  measure  was  neces- 


sary, not  only  from  c 
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odiously  inquisitorial,  and  barassiog  to 
trade  and  commerce.  He  objected  to 
it,  because  it  gave  full  scope  to  the  mott 
malevolent  feelings,  because  it  engeodered 
deceit  and  fraud — because  it  was  most 
unequal  in  its  operation,  and  alwaya  ob- 
truded its  inequality  and  injustice  to  tbe 
view.  In  one  word,  he  objected  to  it  as  ft 
tax  which,  as  had  been  often  expressed  in 
ihotie  debates  was  so  unequal,  so  haras- 
sing, so  mischievous,  so  revolting  to  the 
feelings,  that  it  can  only  safely  be  resorted 
to  in  one  of  those  last  emergencies  id 
which  a  nation  is  apt  to  think  and  leet  aa 
one  man,  and  which  even  then  is  retorted 
to  by  a  wise  Minister  only  for  the  exigency 
of  the  time,  and  for  tliat  with  a  most  peril- 
ous responsibility.  The  right  hou.  Bart^ 
net  has  himself  emphatically  said,  that 
"  be  was  unwilling  (o  establish  the  dis- 
gusting inquisition  with  which  it  moat  be 
accompanied,"  and  would  not  support 
such  a  tax  ;  but,  said  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, "the  circumsiancea  are  different, 
and  everything  depends  on  tbe  circam- 
itances.  At  the  time  at  which  I  spoke 
there  was  a  surplus  of  1,500,000^.  There 
is  DOW  a  deficit  of  nearly  double  that 
amount."  It  was  then  proposed  to  reduce 
taxes  to  the  amount  of  1,340,000^. 
But  if  at  a  time  when  there  was  to  large 
a  surplus  in  the  Exchequer,  when  con- 
siderable reduction  of  taxation  could  have 
taken  place,  and  they  could  yet  have 
sifcred  clear  of  a  deficiency,  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  thought  it  necessary  to  fence 
himself  so  warily  egainst  an  Income-tax, 
id  to  shun  reduction  of  taxation,  surely 


parent,  but  from  many  others  which  might 
not  be  brought  forward.  The  first  duty 
which  they  ought  to  perform  was,  with- 
out reference  to  party,  without  giving  any 
opinion  on  what  was  past,  to  investigate 
the  causes  which  had  led  to  the  wars  in 
India,  and  to  the  financial  difficulties 
which  had  followed  them. 

Mr.  Chrittie  admitted  that  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  provide  against  the  prevailing 
deficiency  of  revenue ;  the  House  ought 
to  meet  the  evil  in  order  to  remedy  it,  and 
although  he  would  not  go  over  the  grounds 
BO  often  previously  stated,  he  might  be 
permitted  shortly  to  explain  his  views,  and 
his  several  grounds  of  objection  to  the 
Income-tax.  First,  he  objected  to  it  on 
account  of  its  direct  nature ;  it  was  the 
most  oppressive  and  injurious  of  all  direct 


ip-    when  the  surplua  was  turned  into   a  de- 


ficiency, he  should  increase  his  efforts  to 
avoid  the  tax  of  which  he  felt  so  rigbteoHa 
a  horror,  and  arm  himself  tenfold  to  resist 
reduction  of  taxes.  But  what  did  he  do 
with  a  deficiency  of  3,000,000/.  in  a 
time  which  he  describes  as  a  time  of  war, 
and  pregnant  with  disaster?  He  who  in 
a  time  of  peace,  with  a  surplus  of 
1,500,0001.,  shuddered  at  the  slighteM 
reduction  of  taxes,  lest  the  imposition  of 
an  Income-tax  might  be  made  a  few  more 
shades  more  improbable,  went  and  re- 
luctantly gave  up  taxes  to  the  amount  of 
1,200,000/.,  end  this  by  way  of  showing 
the  consistency  of  his  opinions,  and  hia 
unabated  desire  to  save  the  country,  by 
every  meaus  in  hia  power,  from  the 
horrors  and  disguating  inquisition  bf  an 
Income-lax ;  aud,  by  way  of  making  bia. ., 
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eoDiiitency  more  complete,  he  made  a 
boait  of  his  reductions.  He  boaited  of 
the  deficiency  which  hii  own  lariff  would 
produce,  and  he  called  upoo  the  House 
to  agree  cheerrullj  to  &  tax  to  make  up  a 
de6ciency  which  did  not  yet  exiii.  He 
called  the  deGciency  4,000,000/.  Thii  nas 
ttDfair ;  ihey  had  only  a  right  to  calculate 
it  at  3,000,000/.,  or  rather  2,500,000/, 
for  to  get  beyond  that  Ihey  were  obliged 
to  rewrt  to  hypothesii  and  poHibilitiei. 
And,  at  for  tlie  oecesiity  of  a  retort  to 
thia  mode  of  taxation,  the  same  might 
have  beeo  orged  at  a  reason  for  the  pro- 
posed reduction  in  1833  ;  and  if  tbev 
practised  patience  then,  they  were  much 
mora  bound  to  practise  patience  now. 
Th«ir  duty  waa  to  make  up  an  aunual 
deficiency  of  2.500,000/.  Certainly  the 
first  duty  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was 
to  retain  thoie  taxes  which  already  existed, 
to  which  the  feelings  of  men  had  become 
accmtomed,  and  which  were,  therefore, 
more  easily  levied  than  other  taxes,  the 
evils  of  which  men  knew  not  of;  and 
then  to  make  up  the  deficiency  in  any 
Other  way  rather  than  the  imposition  of 
an  Income-tax.  The  noble  Lord  the 
Hembar  for  London  had  ably  detailed  the 
node  in  which  this  deGciency  might  be 
made  np.  They  might  easily  raise  the 
amount  by  resorting  to  taxes  on  articles  of 
general  consumption,  which  were  not  so 
oppressive  as  a  direct  tax ;  or  go  to  a 
window-tax  or  a  house-tax,  which,  though 
direct  taxes,  did  not  possess  the  unequal 
and  inquisitorial  features  of  so  Income- 
tax,  Ob !  but  he  remembered  that  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  contended  that 
all  assessed  taxes  were  aa  unequal  as  an 
locome-tax,  falling  alike  on  men  of  large 
and  men  of  small  incomes — men  whose 
incomes  were  derived  from  land  or  the 
fands,  from  the  precarious  earnings  of  a 
trade  or  profession,  Tei;  but  they  fell 
on  these  in  difierent  degrees.  Individuals 
had  the  power  of  rendering  themselves 
liable  to  such  taxes  in  proper  proportions, 
to  the  extent  and  nature  of  their  incomes. 
The  man  of  700/.  b  year  derived  from  a 
profeaiion  or  trade,  lived  in  a  smaller 
hoaM.  took  care  to  have  fewer  windows, 
and  kept  fewer  servants,  than  the  man 
who  has  700/.  a  year  from  land  or  from 
the  funds.  These  taxes,  therefore,  had 
the  faculty  of  adapting  themselves  to 
these  differences  in  income,  which  the 
right  hoD,  Baronet's  Income-tax  wantonly 
Qonfonnded.    It    wu  strange  that  the 


right  hon.  Baronet  should  not  have  seen 
the  distinction  :  and  when  the  right  hon. 

Baronet  gravely  propounds  so  obvious  a 
fallacy,  he  hoped  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
would  excuse  bim  in  saying  that  the 
country  might  think  he  would  hardly  do 
himself  or  his  Government  an  injury,  by 
giving  more  frequent  permission  to  his 
loliowers  to  speak  for  him.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  been  pleased  to  be  very 
facetious  ou  a  part  of  tbe  speech  of  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  London,  and 
on  the  arguments  used  by  tbe  noble 
Lord :  but  it  was  curious  that  the  best 
supporters  of  the  present  measure  were 
on  the  Opposition  side  of  ihe  House. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  tbe  Member  for 
Dumfries  had  made  a  speech  highly 
laudatory  of  the  course  pursued  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet;  and  his  encomiums 
consisted  chiefly  in  the  fact  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  resorted  to  the  principle 
of  direct  taxation.  The  hon.  Member 
dwelt,  as  far  as  he  could  understand  him, 
upon  the  great  benefit  of  direct  taxation 
on  account  of  the  advantage  it  aSbrded 
to  the  enforcement  of  economy  upon  the 
Government.  He,  however,  believed  that 
without  this  tax  there  was  a  sufficient 
check  upon  tbe  executive,  for  he  believed 
there  was  a  general  unwillingaesa  lo  pay 
money  unnecessarily  for  the  purpose  of  ihe 
Government.  Then  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton  (Mr.  R.  Currie)  supported 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  for  a  different  rea- 
He  was  willing  to  give  the  Income- 
lax  as  the  price  of  the  great  and  important 
concessions  to  tbe  principles  of  free-trade 
to  be  made  by  the  right  hon.  Barooet.  He 
could  not  see  those  great  concessions. 
Where  did  the  hon.  Member  discover 
them  ?  Did  he  find  them  in  the  Corn- 
bill,  which  he  concurred  with  his  party 
in  scouting  for  its  nothingness.  Or  in 
the  tariff,  with  its  high  differential  duties 
from  the  beginning  to  tbe  end — a  diSeren- 
tial  duty  of  100  per  cent  on  coSee;  a 
heavy  duty  of  30«.  a  load  on  foreign 
timber,  with  only  a  nominal  Is.  duty  on 
colonial  timber  ?  If  these  were  all  the 
concessions  that  were  to  be  made  by  the 

_'it  hon.  Baronet,  he  thought  that  the 
price  which  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton was  willing  to  pay  for  them 
was  very  extravagant  indeed.  Again,  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Bath  was  a 
supporter  of  the  right  hon.  Baronel,  and 
had  yet  another  reason  for  his  support, 
Hia    opinion    was,  that   the    deficiency 
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■boald  be  tnade  ap  by  neani  of  econamy 
■lad  reductioni  carried  through  all  thp 
Garernmeiit  ettablisbmenU  ;  but  he  had 
no  hope*  in  the  present  state  of  tke  Hoqm 
of  finding  his  views  succeed.  It  leemed, 
hovevet,  that  there  was  a  long  way  be- 
tween adeure  for  ecoBony,  and  the  sup- 
l^ort  of  ao  iDcome-tax,  which  was,  indeed, 
incoDiisteDt  with  that  deiire  ;  Ter  if  the 
right  bon.  Baronet  oDCe  got  the  Income- 
tax,  he  would  be  placed  far  beyond  the 
efforts  of  the  peo^e  to  wring  from  bim 
those  measures  of  economy  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  deiired.  The  whole 
support,  indeed,  of  the  boo.  Member  was 
inconsistent.  He  was  at  once  the  warmest 
eulogist,  and  ntost  vehement  opponent  of 
the  measure.  He  praised  the  meaiare  as 
bonest,  fair,  and  straightforward,  and  (hen 
he  laid  his  finger  upon  a  principal  feature 
as  a  cruel  aod  gross  injustice.  He  hoped, 
iodeed,  to  amend  it  in  coniniittee,  bnt  his 
hon.  and  learned  Fiiend,  the  Member  for 
Liakeard  had  pointed  out  the  impocsibility 
of  the  hon.  ond  learned  Member  for  Bath 
getting  rid  of  this  ohooxions  feature  in  the 
bill,  and  he  would  warn  the  hon.  aod 
learned  Geotleniaa  that  all  his  nllempts 
would  ba  uuavailii^,  and  that  the  bill 
would  come  oat  of  the  committee  just  as 
it  went  in.  This  unrighteous  inequality 
will  remain.  The  man  who  makes  two, 
three,  or  four  hundred  a  year  by  pursuing 
a  toilsome  trade  or  profession,  and  who, 
out  of  these  scanty  earnings  has  to  lup- 
port  a  family,  is  caUed  upon  to  contribute 
to  the  tax  from  which  a  man  having  a  fixed 
permanent  inoome  of  little  less  than  150/. 
a  year — a  single  man,  perhaps,  but  at  any 
rate  certain  that  his  wife  and  child  will 
enjoy,  after  his  death,  the  income  which 
he  himself  possesses,  atM]  infinitely  better 
off,  therefore,  than  the  first,  was  exempt. 
He  thought  the  veiy  line  drawn  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  for  exemption  was  one 
of  the  most  unjust  featuiei  of  the  measure. 
Persons  whose  incomes  were  under  I  SOL 
ft  year,  were  generally  persons  who  were 
altogether  accustomed  lo  a  most  moderate 
expenditure,  who  have  do  oare  for  keeping 
up  what  was  called  an  appearance,  and 
who  bad  no  difficulty  in  even  living  within 
their  very  small  incomes.  But  go  higher, 
and  you  arrive  at  incomea  whicb  email 
necessities  of  expense  more  than  propor- 
tionate to  their  increased  amouols — en- 
tailed, not  merely  expenses  for  appearance 
sake,  which  they  might  not  be  disposed  to 
view  with  iudalgence,  bat  eipeuiei  for 
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education  of  children,  wlwte  nental  awd 
moral  culture  it  wovld  be  tbe  last  straggle 
of  a  refined  and  high-minded  fMreat  aot 
to  permit  to  rink  below  the  level  of  his 
own,  or  expeoaea  even  necesaary  for  the 
pursuit  of  a  profession  by  vrhich,  after 
many  yeara  of  patient  iodiMtr7«nd  tn- 
gality,  the  poor.obteiire  begianer  May 
attain  to  wealth  and  emineace,  and  ac* 
quire  that  repntation  from  which  the  na- 
tion derived  lustre.  Only  cooviei  the 
expenses  oeoessary  for  pwrsuing  tbe  pro- 
fession oftbe  common  law.  Circuits,  cham- 
bers, law-books  cost  tbebanuter  from  200f. 
to  30(M.  a  year,  and  if  his  fees  amoont  to 
600/.  or  700/.,  or  even  1,060/.  a  year,  oat 
of  which  he  hu  to  meet  tbe  neceaiary  «• 
peoses  of  bis  probasion,  and  to  anppoit, 
perhaps,  a  growing  family,  you  tax  diis 
man,  towhoni  under  any  circnmstanceevery 
shilling  is  of  the  ntmost  comseqnence, 
while  you  let  free  the  man  without  the 
trouble  and  expense  of  a  profeaaioD,  or  a 
family,  whose  inoooM  is  under  150/.  «• 
year,  in  order  that  yon  nrigfat  set  up  ihc 
character  of  the  people's  friends,  while,  at 
the  same  time,  to  conciliate  thft  fand- 
holder  and  tbe  landowner,  yon  iopoae  on 
them  only  the  same  tax  yon  imposed  on 
the  precarious  incomes  derived  from  .pn>- 
fesiiona  or  trades.  And  for  what  was  it 
that  tbe  right  hon.  Baronet  was  bringing 
npon  himself  all  this  odium  and  unpopa- 
larity,  and  was  embarking  on  ihia  sutcidal 
course  i  Could  it  be,  that  JMrty  ««igen- 
cies  impelled  him,  and  that,  finding  imme- 
diate difficulty  and  danger,  in  other 
courses,  be  Aew  to  a  danger  that  was 
more  remote  ?  His  agricultural  friends 
would  not  allow  him  to  help  tbe  revenue 
by  a  moderate  Gxed  duty  on  com  ;  besides 
that,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  opposed  taA 
a  plan  last  year,  and  even  if  he  could  de- 
pend upon  his  party  following  him— 
which  he  could  not — he  could  not  brave 
the  [public  contumely  that  would  await 
him  if  now,  in  offioc,  and  to  preserve  office, 
he  espoused  a  principle  of  lucb  -moment, 
which,  out  of  office,  and  lo  gain  office,  he 
had  resisted.  Neither  would  ihe  landed 
interest  allow  htm  to  do  an  act  of  obvious 
justice,  which  would-  also  be  fiscally  expe- 
dient, in  adopting  the  motion  which  wai 
about  to  be  proposed  to  the  House  by  ibe 
bon.  Member  for  Lewes  (Mr.  Elphin- 
stone),  and  impoiing  taxes  on  the  trans* 
mission  of  real,  alike  witb  personal  pro- 
perty. And  then,  tbe  tariff,  designed  to 
pleaie  the  paUio,  wUofa  pact;  neeeMiliHC  ay 
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woolil  ncA  ktlow  him  to  ^>tiry  in  otbei 
wijt— and,  at  the  h me  time,  stndioutly 
muiilemg,  in  all  important  artides  of 
mntuDptioa,  to  tha  intireata  of  colonial 
monopMata.  And  foi  thaae  two  purposea, 
conAlMng  ezoTbitant  diffefential  datiei 
with  oaUDiatioiM  reduetioiu  of  duly,  ao 
that  the  public  would  deriTa  mncli  lew 
beicfit  iban  woald,  at  firat  aigfat,  leein 
flnn  tke  redactions ;  they  atill  prevented 
tail  foreign  tioinpetition ;  no  eacourage- 
ment  waa  given  where  aucb  differential 
duties  eaitt  to  oomneice,  which  they  said 
needed  to  be  reTived,  or  to  manufacture*, 
whoKlnaguiBhingeondition  they  lamented 
but  the  colonial  producer  nmaina  no- 
■oatbad ;  and  la  do  him  the  leut  posa ible 
harm,  and  the  least  posaible  good  to  the 
eonsumer,  ibey  inflicted  the  utraott  pos- 
aible iojury  on  the  revenue.  The  hon. 
Member  tat  Stockport  (Mr.  Cobden) 
ably  expoeed,  the  other  night,  the  fanita 
UKl  fttDitie*  of  Ibis  Uriff.  Hie  sin  of  a 
kigh  diSwential  duty  pervaded  it.  A 
kigh  duty  vtu  naceaaary  to  avoid  offence 
to  a  daaa  on  wfaieh  the  right  hon.  Bvo~ 
net's  powet  graaUr  depeoded.  And 
tfaia  high  diicTential  duty  necosiitaled  a 
gnater  sediiGtion  of  duties  fi>r  ihe  other 
frarpoaea  of  popularity  nfier  which  the 
agbt  hon.  Baronet  ao  anxionily  deiired, 
biit  which  it  waa  ao  difficult  for  him  to 
aitaio.  Here  again,  therefore,  party  ezi- 
fSDcics  operated  lo  sssiflt  in  driving  tbe 
right  hoD.  Baronet  to  this  Income-tax. 
He  viewed  tbe  tax  as  a  tax  for  tbe  main- 
teaanoe  of  a  party,  and  this  was  one  of 
lb«  ohief  reasons  why  be  gave  hla  cordial 
•a^{>pit  to  the  amendnaent  of  bis  hon. 
f  nead,  the  Hember  for  Ijskeard. 

Mr.  Psrcy  S.  Smylhe  said,  that  the  hon. 
•ad  Jaarned  Gentlemaa  who  hod  just  sat 
down  had  dealt  out  hit  censure  and  bis 
cooiMel  lo  all  those  hos.  Membera  on 
either  skla  of  the  House  who  were  in- 
clined to  support  the  present  motioo,  but 
bad  .wholly  failed  in  making  out  any  ar- 

Ein)ent:against  it.  The  hon.  Mamber  for 
ikeaid,  tqo,  nol.oontent  the  other  night 
with  making  a  fierce  attack  upon  tbe 
boroughmongering  aristocracy,  he  himself 
having  skt  for  the  close  borough  of  West 
Looe,  bad  again  come  forward  to  oppose  the 
present  measnre,  but  was  not  more  foitu- 
Dale  ID  enunciating  the  principle  nbJch 
he  would  adopt.  He  agreed,  however,  in 
one  part  d  ue  ■bon.  Member's  speech, 
wheiv  heaaid'tfaat  the^  were  called  upon 
tbem  to  diMawtbe.inentJ  oidaqutiUoi  an 
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iDcome'tax.  Many  Gentlemen  might  think 
that  it  was  partial,  and  therefore  objection- 
able; that  it  waa  inquiailorial,  and  therefore 
oppressive,  and  yet  feel  themselves  con- 
strained  lo  vote  in  I  ta  favour  from  a  deep  sense 
of  tbe  exigenciea  of  the  counlry.  It  was 
not  8  question  between  the  merits  of  the 
budget  of  the  last  and  present  year,  of 
the  superiority  of  direct  over  indirect  laz- 
atioD.  Some  might  prefer  indirect  to  dU 
rect  taiaiioo,  and  yet  feel  constrained  to 
surrender  their  individual  and  private 
opinions.  Some  Gentlemen,  again,  might 
prefer  other  modes  of  direct  taxation,  such 
as  had  been  before  resorted  to,  and  yet 
vote  for  the  motion  of  tbe  right  bon.  Ba- 
ronet,  because  they  believed  as  he  did, 
that  this  was  exclusively  a  question  of 
confidence.  Even  hon.  Members  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  did  not  say  that 
circumstances  might  not  justify  and  might 
not  even  require  the  imposition  of  an 
htcorae-tax;  their  opposition,  therefore, 
was  not  one  of  principle.  All  ibey  said 
was,  that  present  circumstances  did  not 
justify  it.  Because  Europe  was  not  in- 
volved in  actual  war,  because  France  was 
not  invaded,  because  Ihe  ramparts  of 
Vienna  and  of  Berlin  ware  atill  secure, 
and  because  the  Rhine  was  still  Ger- 
man —  could  they  see  no  danger,  and 
would  they  make  no  exertion?  Mr.  Burke 
had  often  talked  of  the  school  of  geogra- 
phical morality;  Match  bim,  this  sample 
of  geographical  statesmanship.  Was  tbe 
march  across  the  Indus  less  important,  or 
did  it  require  less  exertion,  than  if  it  took 
place  nearer  oor  own  doors?  Suppose  these 
occurences  had  taken  place  at  Madrid- 
suppose  a  British  envoy  had  been  murdered 
in  cold  blood — suppose  tbe  British  residents 
had  been  butchered  in  defiaoce  of  a  con- 
vention  —  suppose  the  army  had  been 
treacheronily  betrayed  and  cut  to  pieces— 
and  then  wonld  (hey  tell  him  that,  because 
these  things  happened  in  one  peninsula, 
they  were  to  be  treated  with  inertneas  and 
careless nesB ;  whereas,  if  they  bad  oc- 
curred in  another  peninsula,  they  would 
have  insured  tbe  utmost  sympathy  and 
ene^  ?  Let  not  that  indifference,  which 
had  reduced  Glive  to  suicide,  and  Hastings 
to  beggary  and  proscription,  and  which 
would  -fain  have  detracted  even  from  Lord 
Wellasley's  magnificent  proconsulate,  6nd 
a  support ;  let  it  not  be  said  wiibia  the 
walls  of  Parliament  that  the  evil  spirit  was 
allowed  to  make  light  of  these  diS- 
cidtiet  and  these  dangers.    They  must 
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ihy  feeling  oflhe  inexpediency  of  Ihe  ntes- 
■urei  brouglit  forwaril  b;  the  OoreTDineot, 
he  did  not  mean  to  ihrovr  any  oppoiition 
in  their  way.  The  question  before  them 
was,  whether  this  vraa  the  time  to  impose 
such  a  tax  ?  It  appeared  to  him  that  the 
origin  of  the  tax  vat  to  be  traced  to  a  wish 
to  mainlain  monopoly.  If  tha  mewure* 
propoted  by  the  late  Government  were  car- 
ried, they  would  liave  a  far  leas  deficiencj 
to  provide  for,  and  the  intereiti  of  trade 
would  be  materially  benefited.  That  waa 
hii  opinion,  and  he  also  thought,  that  thoae 
great  advaatagea  were  set  aside  for  the 
sake  of  ihe  landed  inrereat.  That  beiog 
hia  opinion,  he  thought  that  a  land-tu 
was  tbe  best  to  be  proposed ;  and  if  that 
were  the  lax,  it  would  have  bis  cordial 
support.  If  the  tax  weie  proposed  to 
relieve  tbe  coniumers,  it  would  be  another 
thing;  but  the  right  hoo.  Baronet  pro- 
poted it  for  a  temporary  purpose,  not  for 
the  sake  of  relieving  the  people  from  the 
taxes  on  consumption.  The  tax  he  pro- 
posed was  not  a  tax  on  property,  but  it 
was  an  Income-tax,  which  was  the  wont 
that  could  be  resorted  to.  If,  instead  of 
taking  trades  and  professions,  tbe  right 
hon.  Batonet  taxed  property,  he  woold 
give  him  hii  cordial  support.  With  re- 
gard to  the  time  the  tax  was  to  coniinue, 
he  thought  that  tbe  difficultiea  and  inqai- 
aitioD,  which  attended  it,  would  prevent 
any  fear  as  to  its  being  borne  for  any  con- 
siderable time  by  tbe  people.  In  its  own 
nature  the  tax  was  unjust,  but  in  its  prac- 
tical working  out  it  was  rendered  ten  times 
more  unjust,  and,  therefore,  it  was  one 
which  (be  House  ought  not  to  press. 
The  measure  gave  a  temptation  to  dis- 
honesty, which  the  House  onght  not  lo 
sanction.  Upon  these  grounds,  and  be> 
lieviog  the  right  hon.  Baronet  bad  not 
made  out  a  case  to  justify  the  imposition 
of  tbe  tax,  he  should  enter  his  protest 
against  it. 

The  House  divided  on  the  quetlion,  that 
the  word  now  stand  part  of  the  qnestion : 
—Ayes  155;  Noes  76:— Majority  79. 


look  with  circumspection  to  the  events  in 
the  East.  Although  two  Secretaries  .or 
the  Board  of  Control  had  spoken,  they 
had  carefully  shirked  all  reference  to  the 
affairs  of  India.  Let  tbem,  however,  re- 
flect upon  the  inevitable  effect  which  con- 
tinued disasters  in  that  country  would 
have  upon  England.  Let  them  remember, 
that  if  war,  should  shut  out  from  ns  the 
United  States  or  Ihe  Brazils,  we  might 
have  to  resort  to  India  for  our  cotton  and 
our  sugar.  Let  not,  (hen,  our  difficulties 
be  underrated.  If  they  were  underrated 
here,  they  were  not  so  abroad.  If  ihey 
looked  at  the  conduct  of  the  French 
opposition  during  the  recent  debates, 
they  might  even  think  those  difficulties 
overrated ;  hut  whilst  they  existed,  he 
found  in  them  his  justification  for  his 
vote.  If  he  wanted  any  further  justifica- 
tion for  the  imposition  of  the  Income-tai, 
he  found  it  in  the  speech  of  the  gallant 
Commodore  the  Member  for  Marlehone, 
who  slangely  enough  opposed  tbe  tax, 
and  yet  said,  that  if  the  British  fleet  in 
tbeMediterraneBuin  1840hadencountered 
a  hostile  fleet,  it  would  not  have  been  vic- 
torious, and  who  followed  up  that  state- 
ment by  saying  that  he  never  remembered 
anch  a  crisis  as  tbe  present,  except  on  two 
occasions,  with  reference  to  which,  per- 
haps, he  might  be  biassed  by  his  profes- 
aiooal  feelings  in  giving  too  much  import- 
ance—the mutinies  at  the  Nore  and 
at  Portsmouth.  These  were  his  reasons 
for  sopporting  the  preseot  measure.  Ad- 
mitting that  it  was  a  lax  repugnant  to  tbe 
practice  of  the  constitution — admitting 
that  the  feelings  of  a  large  body  of  the 
people  were  opposed  to  it— admitting  that 
It  partook  somewhat  of  the  dictatorship  of 
ancient  Rome — inimical  to  the  common 

firactice  of  the  Cooatitotion— yet  he  be- 
ieved  that  like  that,  it  was,  in  such  a 
crisis  as  the  present,  a  just,  an  equitable, 
aod  a  necessary  measure. 

Mr.  W.  O.'Statdey  hoped,  after  the 
various  remonstrances  and  representations 
that  had  been  addressed  to  the  right  hon. 
Baronel,  that  he  would  consent  to  some 
modification  of  the  Ux.  The  noble  Lord 
(Lord  J.  Russell)  had  pointed  out  the 
other  night  how  completely,  in  the  case  of 
copoers,  an  advantage  wasabout  lo  be  given 
to  the  mines  of  Cuba,  and  that  ou^ht  to 
show  him  the  necessity  of  well  weighing 
his  propositions  before  he  brought  them 
finally  before  the  House. 
Mr.  Scott  nid,  though  bt  bid  t  very 


list  of  the  Ayes. 


.\claiid,  T.  D. 
Allix,  J.  P. 
Antrobus,  E. 
Arbuthooit,  hon.  H. 
Arkwriglit,  Q. 
Aitell.W. 
Attwood,  U. 
Baitej,  J. 
fiail^,  J>,  jno. 


BaiUie,  U.  J. 
Bsird,  W. 
Baring,  hon.  W.  B. 
Barrington,  Visct. 
Baskerville,  T.  B.  H. 
Bateson,  Sir  R. 
Beresibrd,  Mai. 
Blac^bnme.J,I. 
BlaktiM./, 
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Blikemote,  R. 
Bodkin,  W.  H. 
BoTthwiokj  P. 
BotBeld,  B. 
Broadlav,  H. 
Bruce,  Loid  E. 
Braot,  C.  L.  C. 
Biick.L.W. 
Bntklay,  E. 
BttUaT,SirJ.Y. 
Baobaiy,  T. 
Borronghes,  H.  V. 
Campbell,  A> 
Cvnegie,  boD.  Capt. 
Cbapmui,  A. 
Chetwode,  Sir  J, 
ChriiUpher,  R.  A. 
Chute,  W.  L.  W. 
ClemeoU,  H.  J. 
Clerk,  Sir  G. 
Cli*e,  Hon.  R.  H. 
CoekbuiD,  nh.SirG. 
ConoUf,  Col. 
Coote,  Sir  C.  H. 
CopdKDd,  Mr.  AH. 
Cony,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Crippi,  W. 
Cume,  R. 
Diner,  bon.  Col. 
Darby,  O. 

D«iroay,  Hon.  W.  H. 
D'liraeli,  B. 
Dodd.O. 
Douglu,  Sir  H. 
Douglu,  J.  D.  S. 
Dugdale,  W.  S. 
Eftton,  R.  J. 
EKertoti,  W.  T. 
Eliol,  Lord 
Famhun,  E.  B. 
Filuoy,  hon.  H, 
Forester,  hn.G.G.W. 
Fuller,  A.  E. 
Oukell,  J.  Hilaes 
Gladitone,rt.  hn.W.E. 
OodK»,R. 
Gordon,  boo.  Capt. 
Ootdbura,  rt.  hon.  U. 
Orahaa),rt.  ha.  Sir  J. 
Gre«oe,T. 
Grimiditcb,  T. 
Grogan,  £. 
Hale,  R.  B. 
Halferd,  H. 
II«rdinge,rtJiD.  SirH. 
Hardy,  J. 
Heathcoate,  Sir  W. 
Heoky,  J.  W. 
Hepbnm,  Sir  T.  B. 
Herbert,  hon.  S. 
Hilhborourii,£arlor 
Hinde,  J.  U. 
Houldiworth,  T. 
Holiae»,tiOD.W.A'C.t 
Hope,  A. 
JatsioD,  J.  D. 
imaju,  Eul 


JohnMn,  W.  G. 
Jones,  Capt, 
LaKelles,  Hon.  W.  S. 
Lavrson,  A. 
Uddell,  hon.  H.  T. 
Lindsay,  H.  H. 
Lopei,  Sir  R. 
Lygoi>>  Hon.  G. 
MacksuBe,  T. 
Mackcnue,  W. 
Mack  in  Don,  W.  A. 
Mahon,  Vixl. 
Manners,  Lord  J, 
March,  Earl  of 
Manbain,  Visct. 
Martin,  C.  W. 
Masterman,  J. 
Meyuell,  Capt. 
MoTdBunt,SiT  J. 
Morgan,  O. 
Monday,  B.  M. 
Neeld,  J. 
Newport,  Visct. 
Nieholl,  rt.  hon.  J. 
O'Brien,  W.  S. 
Onulston,  Lord 
Paoke,  C.  W. 
PMet,  Lotd  W. 
Palmer,  G. 
Patten,  J.  W. 
Peel,  rt.  hon.  Sir  R. 
Peel,  J. 
Plumptre,  J.  P. 
Praed,  W.  T. 
Price,  R. 
Prinze,  A. 
Raihleigh,  W. 
Reade,W.  M. 
Replon,  G.  W.  J. 
Richards,  R. 
Rolleston,  Col. 
Roond,  C.  C. 
Round,  J. 
Ryder,  hon.  G.  D. 
Scarlett,  hon.  R.  C. 
Scott,  hon.  F. 
Seymour,  Sir  U.  B. 
Shirley,  E.  P. 
Somerset,  Lord  O. 
Stanley,  Lord 
Stewart,  J. 
Stuart,  H. 
Sutton,  hoD.  H.  M. 
TeDnent,J.E. 
Tolleaache,hoo.F.J. 
Tollenuche,  J. 
Tomline,  G. 
Trench,  Sir  P.  W. 
Treror,  bon.G.  R. 
Trollope,  Sir  J. 
Trotter,  J. 
Vere,  Sir  C.  B. 
ViTian.  J.  E. 
Waddiuglon,  H.  S. 
Walsh,  Sit  J. 
Whitmore,  T.C. 
Wood,  Col.  T. 


{April  22} 


Wortley,han.  J.  S.  tbllim. 

Wyndharo,  Col.  C.        Fremautle,  Sit  T. 
Young,  J.  Baiins,  U. 

Luto/the  NoEB. 
AMaro,  W.  MTaemrt.  Sir  J. 

Archbotd,  R. 
Bannernun,  A. 
Baring,  rt.  hon.  F.  T. 
Barnard,  E.  G. 
Bell,  J. 

Berkeley,  bon.  Capt. 
Benial,  Capt. 
Blewitt,  R.  J. 
Bowring,  Dr. 
Brocklehurst,  J. 
Brodie,  W.  B. 
BrothettoD,  J. 
Browne,  hou.  W, 
Cave,  boD.  R.  O. 
Christie,  W.  D. 
Clay,  Sir  W. 
Clements,  ViscL 
Cobden,  R. 
Colbome,hn.W.N.R. 
ColhDS.  W. 
Crawford,  W.  S. 
Deoiion,  J.  E. 
Duncan,  0. 
Duncombe,  T. 
Fielden,  J. 
Fitiroy,  Lord  C. 
Forster,  M. 
Gill,  T. 

Grey,rt.  hn.  SirG. 
Hastie,A. 
Hauon,  Capl.  V. 
Uawes,  B. 
Hay,  Sir  A.  L. 
Heallicoat,  J. 
Howard,  bn.CW.G. 
HnnH^ery,  Mr,  AM. 
Hutt,  W. 
Lenpton,  J.  H. 
HaGaalay,rt.hn.T. 


Mitcalfe,  H. 
Morris,  D. 
MorriioD,  General 
Murphy,  F.  S, 
Napier,  Sir  C. 
Norreya,  Sir  D.  J. 
O'Brien,  J. 
0'Connell,J. 
Fa^r,J. 
Plumridge,CBpt. 
Pryse,  P. 

ReddiugtoD,  T.  N. 
Rundle,  J. 
Russell,  Lord  J. 
Scott,  R. 
Seale,SirJ.H. 
Smith,  B. 

Smith,  rt  hon.  R.  V. 
Somerville,  Sir  W. 
Stanley,  boo.  W.  O. 
Staunton,  Sir  G.  T. 
Thomely,  T. 
Tuite,  H.  M. 
Turner,  E. 
Villiera,  hon.  C. 
Virian,  hou.  Major 
Vi?iaD,  J.  a. 
ViTiBO,  hon.  Capl. 
Wakley,  T. 
Wall,C.B. 
Wawn,  J.  T. 
Williama.  W. 
Wood,  B. 
Wood  J  C. 
Wood,  G.  W. 


Buller,  C. 
Tufbell,  H. 


ATES. 

Codhrane,  A. 
Tyrrell,  Sir  J.  T. 
Maste^  Col. 
Gore,0. 
Cardwell,  B, 
Douro,  Mara. 
Sbelbome,  Earl  of 
Eastnor,  Visct. 
Codrington,  C.  W. 
James,  Sit  W.  C. 
Bell,  H. 

Johnstone,  J.  H. 
Duncombe,  Hon.  A. 
Campbell,  Sir  H. 
Forbes,  W. 
Hill,  Sir  R. 
BtlftmijJ.M. 


Not  Official. 
Paired  of. 

MOES. 

DoDcan,  Visct. 

PhiliiM,  G.  R. 

Eastbope,  Sir  J. 

O'Connell.M.J. 

Granger,  T.  0, 

Hill,  Lord  A. 

Oswald,  J. 

HoUoud,  R. 

Dalmeny,  Lord 

O'Brien,  C. 

Ogle,  S. 

Murray,  A. 

Dairy  m  pie,  Capt. 

Maole,  ft.  bn.F. 

Rntberfiird,  rt.  hn.  A, 

FflrguMii,Col.  /''-*  I 
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TtAXim,  W.  3. 
CttfrteiM,  bon.  F. 
MtumeTs,  Lord  C. 
EgertoD,  SiT  P. 
Sturt,  H.  C. 


Gordon,  Lord  F. 
Doff.  J. 
B7DK,  O. 
Townley,  C. 
Bowud,  Sir  R. 


BUI  read  a  second  time. 

WaT9     and     HSAltS  —  EXCHSQUER 

Bills.]    TIm  Moase  in  a  canuniuee  of 
Ways  aod  -AUbm.'- 

aUt.Gv  Cltrk  mored,  diat  a  nnt  of 
9,10O,00eJ.  afaMld  bo  raised  by  Ekche-. 
quer-biHs  for  llie  service  of  tbe  year. 

Mr-  Bimaitt  be^ed  to  aik,  whether 
there  was  an  iolaotioD  of  nakiog'  aay 
altaiatioa  in  ,lbe  pntrisions  of  tbe  la*  re- 
latiag  to  Saviaga- banks,  wbieh  enabled  the 
QoTomlMiit  of  the  day  to  do  what  waa 
called  tamperinf  with  the  fiinds  [daeed  io 
thoae '  baoEi,  by  iuuiog  Excbeqner-bilb 
in  exchange  for  the  money  of  the  depo- 
titoMT 

Tbe  CkaMMHot  of  iht  Exchequer  said, 
be  had  mo  iucnlton  of  proposiay  any 
alteration  of  the  law  as  to  the  mode  in 
which  the  eonroissionen  of  tbe  tiattonal 
debt  had  tbe  power  of  investmg  tbe  ihone^ 
paid  into  tbe  Satfags-banki  by  the  contn- 
butoTs.  He  bad  already  stated,  that  the 
couoe  which  waspnrsnedhad  noteiKlcBcy 
to  impair  An  iatcmts  of  those  who  placed 
their  money  in  the  Savings- banks. 

Vote  agned  lo. 

Honse  reiamed. 

Railways.]  Order  of  the  Day  lead 
fbr  the  reconsidering  tbe  report  of  tbe 
Railway^t^L'    Bill  to  be  recommiited. 

On  Ute  qneatioo  that  the  Speaker  Ibbtc 
theCbair^ 

Lord  J,  Rmtetl  tbongbt,  there  ought  to 
heaorae  general  undeTStaoding  as  to  the 
BucceHion  io  wtncb  binrness  was  to  bei 
faronght  ttD,  in  case  of  one  particalar  order 
not  occapyiag  ao  touch  time  as  -had  been 
expected.  'Riere  were  many  Gemiemen: 
JDtereated  in  the  subject  now  before  tbe 
Hoase,  and  anxions  to  disetus  it,  who 
might  not  now  be  present  in  otHtaeqaence 
of  its  not  being  estpected  to  be  brongfat  on. 

Sir  R.  P«af 'perfectly  agfoed  whh  the 
nobla  lAtd,  that  there  ^ooM  be  some 
inch  undentnnding,  and  he  ihoald  take 
care,  as  far  as  possible,  in  future,  to  give 
notice  of  tbe  laccession  in  which  the 
orders  ofthe  day  were  to  be  bought  on, 
in  oRse  any  partienlar  order  should  not 
last  so  lodg  aa  bad  been  anticipated ;  bet 
he  BUM  urge  n  hv  excuse  on  the  present 
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occssion,  that,  after  the  fomidaMe  an- 
nonncement  made  by  the  noble  Lord  witti 
reference  to  the  aecond  reading  of  tbe 
Inoone-tax  Bill,  be  bed  hardly  expected 
that  the  discoaaion-  would  ban  been  om 
at  half-past  nine,  and  that  than  woiAl 
have  been  cnly  seventy-six  QentleoMa  aa 
the  other  tide  of  the  Hoase.  He  bad 
thought  Uie  great  debate  would  have  been 
on  the  second  reading,  and  bad  nevec 
antieipated  so  early  a  termination  of  ib 
He  mast,  however,  apologiaa  to  tba  noU* 
Lord  for  act  having  given  notice,  tui 
should  take  care,' as  far  aspoBsiUe,togtv« 
sufficient  indnattons  of  tbe  eearaeof  bua» 


ness  io  future.' 

Mr.  Y.  iShtfAuid,  he  beKeved  that  tbe 
right  bon.  Oentleman  the  Under  Secrctuy 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  bad  given  no  notice 
of  an  i&tentioo  to  proceed  with  tbis  biH 
to-night;  and,  as  far  as  Hembenesi'lbe 
Oppositioa  aide  bad  been  aMe  tooollec^ 
the  intention  was  to  proceed  with  dw 
ordnance  estimates,  and  it  was  only  on 
acconnt  of  the  abaeace  of  tbe  bon.  ue^ 
tleman  who  was  M  move  them  that  tbe 
House  was  called  upon  to  prooaed  ariUt  a 
discussion  for  wludi  no  one  was  ^^ 
pared. 

Mr.  QIadtkmi  observed  diat  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Gentlemen  who  had  given 
notice  of  amendments  on  the  bill  were 
present,  and  so  far  tbe  Honse  waa  pi^ 
pared  for  the  disovsion. 

Lord  J.  Buttelt  said,  he  bad  obeerved 
an  anxiety  on  tbe  Other  side  to  preMnt 
Oentlemen  front  speaking  even  in  favour 
of  the  Income-tax,  and  that  bad  tended 
to  bring  the  discauioo  to  a  conclosioa 
early. 

Sir  R.  Paet  said,  he  had  net  observed 
anything  of  the  kind.  Ha  could  aesnCe 
tbe  nobb  Lord  that  be  had  offered  no  ob- 
struction to  any  Gentleman  speaking.  He 
certainly  bad  been  afraid  that  the  Houae 
would  have  been  counted  out  at  ooe  lim«. 

Houae  in  oommittee. 

The  clauses  of  the  Kailw^  Bill  to  tbe 
loth  inclusive  wen  agreed  to.  On  olaaae 
11  beio^  proposed,  which  compels  occa- 
piers  of  land  to  beep  gates  and  private 
roads  erected  by  sides  of  railways  properiy 
fastened  between  railways  and  tbe  adjoin- 
ing ground. 

Sir  W.  yoUi/e  expressed  regret  that  tbe 
bill  bad  been  proceeded  with.  With  1^ 
spect  tO'this  clause  he  thought  it  aboald 
be  omitted,  and  that  it  wonld-be  mudi 
better  to  leave  the  law  as  it  itood.    fb .-. 
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tkooght  tlw  right  hon.  Gentlenwa  wu 
•ometrhat  hatly  in  respect  to  thii  IhII, 

Mr.  Oladttaie  Mid,  tlist  si  lb«  claaw 
imk.  wKh  miMite  legiilation,  it  wai  ne- 
cetuTT  that  it  «bonld  be  carefnlty  fr^medi 
Xke  MfflM  of  ifae  daoM  wn  t»  i>i«c  thu 
|Mei  «aBiMeted  mb  printe  righH  o(  way 
srer  lailwtys  ahoald  be  kept  propeity 
locked  or  secnred,  and  the  public  Mfety 
dematided  that  proper  proviiion  on  thii 
bead'  ahoald  be  made.  He  meaui,  bow- 
crer,  tbat  tbii  cla«se  ihouM  be  Teprinteil, 
M)d  if  tken  it  ibmid  be  faosd  net  ts  give 
MtM^Glion,  he  -woald  be  ready  to  with- 
4fa«  it.  Tbe  ctauK,  hoire*er,  wu  not 
t  new  one.  It  was  similar  to  one  in 
&e  Grand  Junction  Railway  Act,  and 
which  had  been  found  to  work  exceed- 
ingly well. 

Mr.  Labouchare  thought  it  highly  im- 
portant that  proper  proTuion  should  be 
made  for  the  keeping  of  sncb  gates 
locked. 

Sir  IF.  JolUffe  contended  that  the  Rail- 
way Companiei,  and  not  tbe  ownen  or 
occupiers  of  land,  ihonld  be  tlia  parties 
to  see  aber  these  gales.  He  thought  it 
would  be  impossible  to  carry  out  tba 
clause  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  C.  Ruumll  said,  that  as  the  gates 
in  question  oould  only  be  used  by  the 
ewuen  and  occnpters  of  the  land,  it  was 
but  reasonable  that  they  ibould  be  respou* 
aible  for  their  beiog  kept  locked  up  «t  pro- 
perly secuiodrso  aa  to  avoid  danger  to  the 
public. 

Mr,  LahoueUre  did  not  cace  oa  which 
party  tbe  fespoaaibili^  fell,  provided  suffi- 
cient semrily  wen  giron  that  the  gates 
abonid  be  kept  locked  or  secured. 

Mr.  Bmky  said,  that  such  a  butden 
■boald  not  be  thrown  "upon  the  farmers 
ftloDg  tha  line,  and  therefore,  if  tiie  hon. 
Baronet  went  tot diririon,  he  should  sop- 
pott  him. 

Mr,  SToMan  Egtrim  disapproved  of  the 
•lauaa,  and  tboueht  that  there  would  be 
>o  Imrdlhip  in  ooligiug  the  nulway  com- 
panies to  undertake  the  charge  of  these 
gates. 

Sir  T.-Wildt  thought  tbe  responsibility 
ahould  be  on  the  railway. 

Sir  W.  JoHiffe  said,  he  should  feel  it 
bis  duty  to  lake  the  sense  of  the  House 
upon  his  motion. 

"hie  committee  divided  on  the  question 
that  the  clause  stand  part  of  tbe  bill  :^ 
Ayes  103;  Noes  104:  Mqority  1. 


Lilt  of  the  Atis.  ' 


AcUaod,  Sir  T.  D. 
AclaiKl,T.  D. 
Adare  Visct. 
Aldam,  W. 
Alford,  Visct. 
Bsgoi,  hon.  W. 
Bsillie,  Col. 
Banng,  H.  B. 
BahoK,  n.  ban.  F.  T. 
Beresford,  CapL 
Beroal,  Capt. 
Bodkin,  W.  H. 
BolderO,  H.  O. 
Bonring,  Dr. 
Bniidley,  H. 
Bnithartcm,  J. 
Bruce,  Lord  £. 
Buller  C. 
Buller.SirJ.Y. 
Canlpbell,  Sir  fl. 
Cardwelt,  G. 
Chelsea,  Vkct. 
Ckik,  Sii  O. 
CadrutgloD,  C.  W. 
Colebroake,2irT.E.. 
Corry,  right  hon.  H. 
CraiB,  W.<3. 
Damer,  Hon.  Col. 
Darby  O. 

DswDSy,  faon.  W.  H. 
DenisoD,  .E.  B. 
DiduQson,  E.  H. 
Douglas,  Sir  C.  £. 
Duncan ,  Visct. 
Dandai,  G. 
Dnncombe,  Hod.  A. 
Bwarl,  W. 
FergusoD,  Cd.   ■ 
Feildeu,  W. 
Filmer,  Sir  £. 


Fox,  C.  R. 
GUditODe,  rt.hD.W.E. 
OariDg,  C. 

Grahani,  rt.  hn.  Sir  J. 
Oranaar,  T.  C. 
Hsle,  R.  B. 
Hudiage,  it.ha.Sij'  U. 
Hardy,  J. 
Herbert,  Hon.  S. 
Ilinde,  J.  H. 
Holmes,  Hn.W.A*Ct. 


Horahy,  J. 
Howard,  P.  H. 
Hoiraid,  Sir  &. 
Jermyu,  Eari 
Johnson,  W.  iQ. 
Johiuton,A. 
Kiiighdey,SiT.C. 
Labouchare,  rL  ha.lf  .< 
Lincoln,  Ewl  of 
X.nU,G.    . 
Mahon,  Viict. 
Mitcalfe,  H. 
Mitchell,  T.A.    ' 
Morten,  O.    . 
Honris,  D.    . 

Munday,  E.  M 

Murray,  C.  It.  S.      . 
Neville,  R. 
O'Brien,  W.  S. 
O'CoDneil,  M.  J. 
Ogle,  S.  C.  H. 
Parker,  J. 

PeelrU.hon.Siril.  - 
Peel,  J. 
Philips.G.S. 
Philips,  U. 
PhiUpotts,  J. 
Pollock,  Sir  P. 
Pringle,  A. 
HaAlei^,  W.  ' 
Reade,  W.'U.         'i 
Rundla.-^..  .    : 

ijcarlett,  UoK.' B.C. 
Stanley,  Lord 
Stanton,  Vf,  H. 
Strati,  E. 

Suttod,  ban.  .H.  H. 
Thompwn,  Hi.  Aid.-; 
Thorasler.  Ti  ' 

Tovnetey,  J. 
TieDch,iiTf.W. 
Tuite,  H.  U. 
Verner,  Col. 
Wallace,  R. 
Whitmore,  T.  C.  ' 
WilUams,  W. 
WiUisMs,  T.  P. 
Wood,  O.  W. 
Wyndttam,  Col.  C 
Young,  J. 


I^enantle,  Sit  T. 
Russell,  C. 


LUtof  the  Noss. 


Adderley,  C.  B. 
Allix,J.P. 
Arbathnatt,HoD.H. 
Archbold,  R. 
Amittong,  Sit  A. 
Bailey,  J.  iuQ. 
Baird,  W. 
Bannerman,  A. 
BatriogtoD,  Viict, 


BaskerTiUe,T.B.M. 
Beckett,  W. 
Belt,  J. 

Bericeley,  hon.  C. 
Bnkeley,  hon.  Gapt. 
Blake,  M.J. 
BleoitI,  H.  J. 
Borthwick,  P. 
Bravfn,lun.W. 
BueklBy.E.       D  gitized  by 
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Bonell,  &t  C.  H. 
Campbell,  A. 
Chute,W.L.W. 
Clayton,  R.  H. 
ClemenU,  ViKt. 
Cobden,  R. 
Cocbrane,  A. 
Colleu,  W.  R. 
Colrile,  C.  R. 
Cuiteit,  H.  B. 
Duff,  JanHt 
DuDcombe,  T. 
EgertoD,  Sir  P. 
FeivuMD,  Sir  B.  A. 
FieldeDtJ. 
Fomler,  bon.O.C.W. 
FoUar,  A.  E. 
Gill,  T. 

Gordon,  Lord  F. 
Oiinwlit^  T. 
GTimiion,  Visct. 
Grogan,  E. 
Half,  Sir  B. 
Hamilton,  C.J.  B. 
Hanilton,  W.  J. 
Uaatie,  A. 
Hay,  %r  A.  L. 
Havaa,  Sir  E. 
HenUy,  J.  W. 
Hepbom,  Sir  T.  B. 
Hill,  Lord  H. 


Mack«ntie,  T. 
Mackenzie,  W.  P. 
HackinooD,  W.  A. 
Matter,  T,  W,  C. 
Hilei,  P.  W,  S. 
Milos,  W. 
Murpby,  F.  S. 
Murray ,  A. 
Napier,  Sit  C. 
NmU,  J. 
Norreys,  Sit  D.  J. 
O'Brien,  A.  S. 
O'Brien,  C. 
Paget,  Col. 
FlamptTe,J.  P. 
Power,  J. 
Pryie,  P. 
Pnsey,  P. 
RedJDgton,  T.  N. 
Rnghbrooke,  Col. 
Scott,  hoD.  F. 
Slieil,  tt.  hoD.  R.  L. 
Smith,  rt.  hn.  R.  V. 
Smollett,  A. 
Somerrille.Sir  W.  H. 
StaD)aeld,W.R.C. 
Stuart,  H. 
Strickland,  Sir  0. 
Talbot,  C.  a.  M. 
TollHinache,  bn.  F.  J. 
ToUemachg,  J. 
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Claim  witbdrawn  in  orixx  lo  be 
amended. 

Remaining  clauaes  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hardy  moTed  that  tlte  fbUowing 
clauae  be  added  to  the  biU: — 

"  And  nhereaa  many  fatal  accidents  have 
happened  in  consequence  of  carriafet  con- 


Hobboa>e,rt.hn,SirJ.    Tuffnell,  H. 


Tyrell,  Sir  J.  T. 
viviaD,  hoD.  Major 
Waddington,U.S. 
WaMn,B. 
Wation,  W. 
Wawn,  J.  T. 
Wilde,  Sir  T. 
Wood.B. 


Hodgton, 
Ingeatrie,  Vitct. 
It^lii,  Sir  R.  H. 
Irton,8. 
Ja^uii,  J.  D. 
JuMt,  W. 
JobuUne,  Sir  J. 
KenUa,H. 
Xiangiton,  J.  H. 

L«gh,G.  C.  

Lemon,  Sir  C.  Joliffe,  Sir  W.  0.  H. 

Lockhut,  W,  Egerton,  W.  T. 

Clause  expunged. 

Mr.  Labovchere  hoped  the  right  bon. 
Gentlemen  opponte  would  be  able  to  nig- 
Mt  Mma  lea  objectioiuiUoinode  of  attain- 
Sig  the  object  in  Tiew> 

lit.  GtatUUme  aid,  he  would  endeavour 
todonatKKBefuturestage;  buthefeared 
the  ftrmer  would  be  under  mater  diaad- 
nntuei  if  the  key  were  tuen  from  him 
and  gtran  to  the  railway  company. 

OndauMie, 

Hr.  Laboticfure  objected  to  the  clauae, 
u  naldos  na  invidioua  distinction  between 
puki  vta  pleasure  grounds  and  the  pro- 
peift  of  poor  persons. 

llie  AUomej/'Otntral  denied  that  there 
was  any  such  distinction,  and  said  the 
cottage  garden  of  the  humbleat  labouter 
was  as  much  protected  by  the  cUuw  u  the 
lidt  mtn'a  paik. 


riages ;  now  be  it  enacted,  that  whenever 
Uiere  shall  be  a  train  comprising  carriaBci  with 
pauengen  (herein,  such  carriages  shall  be  so 

E laced  in  lucb  train  that  the  (int  of  them  shall 
e  separated  from  the  tender  of  the  engine 
drawing  the  train  by  two  or  more  carriage* 
Dol  containing  any  pasteoger  dierein,  and  by 
a  space  of  not  lew  than  (wen^  feet  between 
every  such  teDder,and  the  first  carriage  having 
any  passenger  therein." 

The  hon.  Member  observed  that  the 
want  of  such  precauUnns  as  he  had  pro- 
vided in  this  clause  had  been  the  principal 
cause  of  the  accident  on  the  Brigbttm 
Railway,  and  the  remedy  which  he  pro- 
posed was  so  ample  and  so  eaaly  adopted 
that  he  did  not  apprehend  any  Direction  on 
the  port  of  the  railway  companies. 

Clause  read  a  first  time. 

On  the  question  that  it  be  read  a  second 
time, 

Mr.  C.  Ruttell  opposed  the  motion. 
The  clause  Just  proposed  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber showed  the  danger  of  penons  not  poa- 
temag  practical  knowledge  interfering  in 
these  matters.  If  the  carriages  which  ha 
(Mr.  Hardy')  proposed  should  interveno 
were  light,  they  would  he  most  dangeroos. 
If  filled  with  lu^age  or  other  goods,  they 
should  weigh  seven  or  dsht  tons  in  order 
to  be  safe.  This  would  be  an  additional 
wei(^t  of  sixteen  tons  at  the  bead  of  e^h 
train.  But  as  many  accidents  bad  taken 
place  at  the  back  part  of  tbe  train  as  at  the 
head,  so  that  two  more  would  be  required 
there,  which  would  make  an  addilkiiial 
weigbtof  thirty  tone  altosether,  Nowths 
entire  weu^t  of  tbe  light  trains  was  ge- 
nerally on^  about  «xty  tons,  and  the  hon. 
Member's  motion  would  thus,  if  carried 
out,  increase  it  by  one  half.  It  woold, 
therefbce,  become  nrcessnry  to  have  two 
engines  to  the  trains;  hut  tbe  second 
clause  which  tbe  bon.  Member  had  to  pf(»* 
poae  said  that  this  should  not  be-  AgaiD, 
if  the  trains  were  made  very  Dimerous,  tha 
objection  would  be  advanced  that  this 
would  produce  a  multipUntioa  of  dangeia. 
To  legislate  on  thesepractieal  pinatt  wooU 
be  to  invidve  the  House  in  the  yeataat 
difficulty. 

Mr.  GladiUm  nid,  be  tbou^  tU  ob. 
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Ject  nroposed  by  the  Hon.  uid  learned 
Uember  would  not  be  attained  hy 
the  dauM  submitted  to  the  committee. 
Lengthening  the  train  would  be  found 
to  produce  great  inconvenience,  and  merely 
ftom  this  circumstance  danger  to  the 
life  of  the  passenger  would  be  incurred. 
It  was  also  of  importance  that  the  tmins 
should  not  be  encumbered  by  the  necessity 
of  carrying  two  carrieges,  weighing  tram 
fourteen  to  sixteen  tons,  as  mere  dead 
weight,  in  order  to  prevent  the  danger  ap- 
prehended from  passengers'  larriB^s  being 
placed  next  to  the  tender  and  engine.  He 
should,  therefore,  notwithstanding  he  was 
as  anxious  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  ac- 
cidents as  the  hon.  and  learned  mover, 
oppose  the  clause. 

Mr.  S.  O'Brien  suggested  that  a  power 
should  he  given  to  a  jury  to  award  com- 
pensation to  the  relatives  of  those  who 
diould  have  suffered  fatal  acddents  on  nuL 
ways, 

Mr.  Ewarl  hoped  the  Attorney-general 
would  include  a  remedy  to  that  effect  in 
the  bill.  It  was  an  anomaly  in  the  Eng- 
glish  law. 

The  Altonui/'GeMrali^,  there  was  no 
compensation  for  the  death  of  ahuman  being 
in  law,  because  it  was  either  an  accident  or 
a  felony.  He  thought,  however,  that 
•ometbtng  should  be  done  for  the  families 
of  sufieren  by  railway  companies. 

Mr.  Hardg  leptied,  his  only  motive  in 
bringing  the  clause   f(»ward  was  to  pro- 
vide for  the  safety  of  human  life,  as  he 
had  had  a  fearful  experience  of  th 
sequences  of  accidents  on  railways. 

Mr.  Hardjt  withdrew  the  clause. 

Mr.  H.  Hittde  moved  the  insertioii  (rf 
the  fcdlowjng  clause : — 

"  And  whereas,  by  variou)  acts  relating  to 
railwsys,  it  is  provided  that  the  companies 
shall  cause  to  be  painted  on  bosrdt,  and  to  he 
affiled  and  continued,  and  renewed  as  often 
as  the  same  shall  be  obliterated  or  defaced,  to 
or  npoa  every  toll-bouse  or  building  at  which 
any  rates  or  tolls  shall  be  collected  or  received, 
in  some  conspicaoCs  place,  in  large  aod 
legible  charactera,  an  account  or  liit  of  the 
several  rates  and  lolls  which  the  said  com- 
pany shall  from  time  to  time  direct  and  ap- 
point to  be  taken :  and,  whereas,  it  is  for  ibe 
public  convenience  that  the  said  list  of  rates 
and  tolls  shoald  ba  printed  and  affixed  within 
every  station  house,  or  other  place  where  such 
rales  and  tolls  shall  be  payable ;  be  it  enacted, 
Ihnt  it  may  be  lawful  for  any  railway  company 
to  affix  such  printed  list  of  rate)  and  tolls  in  a 
connpicuoua  lituation  within  every  atalion- 
house  or  other  building  where  sui^  rates  or 
toUi  aie  collected,  inslead  ef  affixing  such 
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boards  painted  as  aforesaid  j  and  that  such 
company  shall  be  held  to  have  complied 
with  the  provision  of  the  said  acts  as  eJKctn- 
ally  as  if  the  said  table  of  rates  and  tolls  had 
been  painted  on  boards  and  affixed  to  such 
toll-bouse  or  building ;  and  that  such  rates  or 
tolls  shall  be  payable,  and  may  be  demanded 
and  taken  during  the  time  in  which  such 
ptinted  lists  ara  affixed  as  aforesaid,  in  the 
same  manner  as  they  are  authorised  to  be  de- 
manded and  taken  during  the  time  that  sucb 
boards  shall  remain  so  affiled." 

Gladstone  opposed  the  introduction 
of  the  clause  as  being  a  matter  of  mere 
regulation  of  rates  and  tolls,  which  it  was 
perfectly  proper  to  confide  to  the  discretitm 
of  the  railway  companies  themselves. 

Mr.  H.  Hinde  said,  unless  there  was 
some  objection  upon  principle  to  the  clause 
he  should  talce  the  sense  of  the  committee 

Mr.  Brotkerbm  moved,  that  the  Cbair- 
min  do  report  progress  and  ask  leave  to 
rit  again. 

Motion  agreed  to.  House  resumed. 
CcmimitteG  to  dt  again. 

House  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF   LOBDS, 
Monday,  April  25,  IU2. 

HmuTis.]     Biu*.    PiMk.—» 


;,  Stint  DotlM  (tndHd). 

'    m  Dnliiif(|  S(«an^  Dtran. 
'    |[l>iCKi«*IiK)«iini  St.  Aiiit*ll  MBtMi  Onwbr 
ckauni  Btrmingtuni  nd  Dwby  Jnmidai  BaDm;  i 
ligw.Ptliky.KUnaiBcetiaaiApHillmiri  Wfn. 


I  Iba  CbunSi  Ei 
ft*  [idaod.— FdMB  Om  Boot  mS  SIniukan  et  Oshn^ 
tgtlmt  iht  impnad  BtdneUon  of  Dut;  on  Fadgt  BoMa 
■Bd  Sbos. — FiocD  SheptDO  Hilkc,  In  Prraui  drclniidl 
ExtB^cn. — Bt  tba  Bnl  of  *v-*"— ,  ttaa  I^nhill. 
■galnt  lay  f  urllwr  Onnl  to  Haynoolti  tMlegc — Bj 
Lord  DaunBi,  Itom  Lif  (rpouL,  r' 


TI«d 

CuiptaU,  (nm  QiOiKm,  tai  Ute  LtssUsMloo  of  Pra. 
liTtBtaBllsiiigK— Bj  Hm  Duk*  of  AifTk.  froa  Uu 
Srnod  til  Ayr,  nd  GliigDw,  ta  tbc  BMlii  Utnemnea  ot 


ct  Uh  Ln  idBtliv  to  tha  Riliiv  of  Smdi  Ti 

Irish  SpiniTV.^  The  Duke  of  Wemng- 
Um  said,  in  moving  the  third  reailing  id 
the  Irish  Spirits  Duties  Bill,  that  from 
inquiries  which  had  been  made  in  Ireland, 
from  the  officer  at  the  head  of  the  police, 
tliere  was  every  reason  to  believe,  that  the 
force  would  be  ample  in  that  country  to 
put  down  illegal  distillation.    Withr^aid 


y  Google 


1051  Quttn'*  Priion.  {LORDS} 

to  til*  other  pmnt  nwatinad  od  Frid^, 
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tenwctug  Ae  eMialbing  the  nnlt  draw. 
htOi  In  SMtlaiM  nul  hetand,  fc«  had 
nawD  fat  ^aowiag,  that  his  right  lion. 
Friend,  the  ChaDcellw  of  the  Exchequer, 
irould  take  care,  in  a  bill  brought  into  the 
other  Houae  of  Parliament,  that  that  Bub- 
jectwas  pr^wrly  dealt  with. 

Ijtrd'MatieagU  waa  perfectly  Gonviiiced 
tbu  the  noUc  Duke  would  take  can,  after 
hia  itatetnent,  to  see- justioe  done  aa  re~ 
apected  thAmalt  di&wback.  He 
■adsfied,  from  the  noUe  Duke'a  nentioa- 
iag  the  bct>  that  in  the  opinion  of  Colonel 
Brereton,  who  had  been  placed  at  the  head 
of  the  police  fitrce  in  Ireland,  that  foroe 
would  beenaUed  to  keep  down  illicit  dia- 
tiUttion.  But,  tbeo,  it  muat  be  honw  ia 
nwd,  efficient  aqd  aUe  aa  that  officer  vae, 
he  had  never  bad  an?  experience  in  patting 
dowa  eviia  of  that  atanKitr-  So  far,  in- 
deed,, did  he  think  difficultias  would  he 
presented  which  the  Government  had  not 
jB^tapj plated,  th^t  qtfhe  pKMnt  monwnt, 
he  was  told,  nearly  oDe-tbird  of  tha  petice 
force  in  one  diatrict,  th^of  Dwiegalt  w^re 
employed  in  preventing  and  putting  down 
illegal  distillation. 

The  Earl  of  fVukloK  was  satisfied  with 
the  declandon  of  the  noble  Duke,  and  the 
jiatillara  of  Jrelaod  vcwjd,  n|i  -doubt,  he 
after  g^Eatefultohiniar  tbe  couiae  he  had 
pursued,.  Asiespected  the  efficien<^  of 
th^.police  fifKi,  oe  coilld.  t)^  hia  testi- 
noDV  that  Jt  was  im  «i.  was  efficient  fcot- 
ing  than  it  ever  had  been  at  any  former 
peripd,  .  .  ,,  ■  .  •  ",  ..,.  ',  ■  ■■ 
, .  TIk  Marquess  of  Clanricarde  was  av- 
prehendve,  that  illicit  disfillation  wotild 
be  carried  gu  iu  despite  of  the  pplice,  and 
if  so,  then  he  much  feared,  that  habits  of 
intoxication,  -wft^  alt  the  evils  attending 
{hem,  which  had  been,  in  many  large  dis- 
triota,  ao  happily  Amoved,  nirough  the 
agency  df  one  person,  whose  nsme  was 
fiuniliar  in  the.iiouse,  would  re-appear, 
and  the'+ndn  of  evil  comeqtiencee  also. 
'  Ijori  jCbtncuffy  th9Ugbt,  that  the  sum 
tA  be  ohtained  by  the  additional  duty  was 
•lyemidl  and  iosignifioatit  to  the  country 
at  hurge,  that  it  wouM  be  better  far  to 
abandon  it  altogether,  than  run  the  risk 
to  whi^'the  niOTals  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
land woi^ld  be  subject,  by  a  recurrence  to 
intvxica^Bg  habits. 
•■  BiU  rttd  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Quvrm's  Pbison.^  On  the  Order  of 
the  Day,  lor  the  House  to  go  into  a  Con- 
luttesi,  on  the  QueesB  Priww  Bill, 


The  Earl  of  IScroa  pruiented  a  wtitien 
fr«m  several  prisootts  in  the  Queen's 
Bench  prison,  against  certain  parte  of  tbe 
bill,  eoinhdniiig,  that  th^r  aball  be  de-> 
privedof  the  day  rules,  and  other  adraa. 
tages,  ihould  the  bill  pass  into  a  lav. 

Lord  CamfAtll  censideied,  that  ikt 
prissaera  at  fveaeat  within  tbe  walls  ought 
not  to  be  deprived  of  theadrastagee  which 
the  present  taw  gave  thenu 

Lord  fVharnciiffe  was  of  opniasi,  Aat 
great  abuses  existed  by  mcana  of  tlu  dtf 
rules,  and  thai  the  bill  waa  calculated  to 
lead  to  very  beneficial  resulbk 

Lord  Denmas  remarked,  tbajt  no  doubt 
ousted  but  great  abuses  had  {werailed 
under  the  syatam  of  obtaining  tberulea. 
which  could  only  be  procured  hf  taootj, 
and  that  in  jKoportioii  to  the  debt  owiog. 
Aa  segarded  the  day  rules,  he  thought, 
that  something  aufftt  be  dooe  oo  Uat 
sabjeot,  with  ■  view  of  afibrdiiv  zettef  to 
tbe  petitioners,  and  he  would  suggest,  tluut 
this  sttlyect  abeuld  uodtrge  further  inquiry 
before  aoytbiflg  £aal  mas  ^ofited. 

House  in  Committee.  —  Bill  pesaad 
through  the  Committee. 

House  leaumed.— Btil  as  •veDited  to  be 
printed. 

KATOSfT  Act.]  £ail  StM»kope  b^gcd 
to  direct  the  attentioo  of  tbe  House  to  a 
petition  which  he  behl  is  his  band  trom 
a  persoB  named  William  Boberls,  ufoa  a 
suWect  of  great  importaabe .  cgpoecM 
with. the  wo^ng  of  the  Anatomr  Act. 
immissioa  had  beea  fi>niied  nnoer  tbe 
late  Admimatration,  at  the  head  of  wbh^ 
was  Dr.  Somttville,  to  inreatigate  the 
operations  of  the  act.  Now,  £e  peti- 
tioner attended  befiire  tbe  commissiaoers 
and  tendered  his  evidence,  which  was  of 
eat  consequence,  but  they  refused  to 
sar  him.  He  complained  of  that,  and 
also,  that  tbe  report  bad  not  been  yet  made 
puUic.  He  would  now,  however,  read 
some  of  the  allegations  of  tbe  pethiouer, 
that  their  Lorduips  might  perceive  tfaa 
nature  of  his  complaiflt.  The  petition^' 
stated  :— 

That  by  the  clause  1 3  of  the  Anatomy  Act,  it 
rovided^  that  after  abotlf  has  undergone  dia. 
ioD,  it  sball  be  decently  iateired  in  conae- 
crated  grouod,  or  in  lome  atiia  public  batiaU 
ground  in  ihe  use  of  persona  of  the  same  ,per- 
BUBiioD  to  which  the  disMCted  remsim  belong, 
■od  that  the  circumstance  of  the  interment 
shall  be  communicited  to  the  inspector  of  tbe 
district  wilhin  sii  weeks  ifter  tbe  day  in  which 
such  body  was  received  by  the  professor  of 
aoalomy. 
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.  ■■  That  jeuf  potjdonH  bu  fseD  Ibt  inUt- 
meat  of  about  354  disKctad  bodiet  bsliTMii 
October,  1839,  Bod  July,  1B41,  to  have  been 
bqried  in  an  unconsecivted  Eround  in  Globe- 
fields,  and  ihal  the  underlaler'a  man  has  re- 
presented a  cbarcb  of  Enghnd  clergyman  by 
faading  tbe  Eitabliibed  Chuieb  fluenil  terrice 
on  tba  iballt  iourred. 

"YflUTpetitioBer  fbrtheT  itates,  that  about 
100  of  Ibe  aboTe  ihelb  were  bought  for  7(.  6d. 
(^cb,  aod  the  remaiDinr  3S4  al  6f.  each,  wbicb 
iacluded  the  owners'  charges  for  tbe  ground, 
and  tbe  other  fees,  and  that  cerlilicates  of 
burial,  ai  required  bjr  the  act,  have  been 
prcMnled  to  Dr.   Somerrjlle  as   legal    docu- 

"  Your  pMitiooer  is  prepared  to  piore,  tb>t 
Ibe  burial  clause  of  the  act  is  bo  proieetion  to 
wcure  ioleripeDt. 

"  Your  petitioner  has  seen  many  hundred 
weight  of  human  flash  thrown  into  heaps,  and 
in  that  way  allowed  to  rot. 

"That  yoorpetiiioner haifrom'hikown  ob- 
MrratioB  •eea,thai  the  anticipation  of  being 
dissected  is  a  sonice  ofde^p  anitetj  and  grief 
to  the  large  number  of  workhpuse  paupen. 

"Your  petitioner  submits  to  your  right  bon. 
House,  that  it  is  in  rain  to  remonstrate  against 
disteetlon. 

"  Tout  patiltoner  is  prepared  to  prore,  that 
bodiM  have  been  dandeatinely  received  at 
lelMKiti  of  anatomy  under  Iba  sanetioo  of  a 
nsatai  of  a  norichouse,  in  one  of  ibe  lirgeU 
Darisbei  of  London  ;  theconsecjuenceis,  that 
ine  inmatef  of  tfoikhouses  are  in  a  state,  in 
that  respect,  of  complete  helplessness. 
'  "Finally,  your  petitioner  submits  to  this 
right  boo.  House,  that  in  Tiolating  the  Anatomy 
Aot,  the  caiiM  of  religion  ha*  been  iiiia)le#, 
Mm  beet  and  Mtoogatt  fMlinaaof  tb«poorba«e 
hMn  outraged,  and  the  aeciwiawical  Ijiff  fans 
been  contravened." 

The  BoMe  ErtI  moved,  (hat  tbe  petltroD 
be  laiil  upon  the  T^ble. 

The  Marquess  of  NmiuttAy  said,  that 
H  some  of  the  circumatvices  coiD{daiiied  of 
wne  lUeced  to  hare  taken  {riace  when  he 
Ind  die  DMOur  of  being  at  the  Home- 
oAce,  be  flsIC  beuiKl  to  my  a  few  words  hi 
Nplf  to  Ae  aocuKti^  imtight  forward  by 
tM  Mble  Eul  t  -hot  at  the  same  time,  he 
■tted  that  tbe  noble  Earl  had  not  civen 
a  of  bis  intention  before  he  read  the 
durgea  conlained  in  tb«  petition,  He 
Aouaht.  abo,  that  the  noble  Eari  was 
beuin  to  faan  gtveD  notice  of  his  inten- 
tiM  to  bar  Uigeatjr'it  Gtwernuetat }  and 
be  invat  mj,  he  tbongiit  tlia  mble  Earl 
bad  acted  indiscreetly  in  tniofting  such  a 
wlqect  fbnrazd,  and  had  done  that  which 
was  detrimental  to  sdenoe  by  it,  in  not 
a&rdiDg  means  of  Mcplanalion  to  the 
cbarges.  He  bit  satiafied.  that  tie  work- 
ing of  the  Anatomy  Bill  was  benefioial. 


tmA  ha  wu  also  «atis6od -that  flia-pirwaut 
Govemmait  felt  so,  and  would  vse  their 
efibrta  to  cairy  it  out  &irly.  As  reganted 
tbe  report  of  Uie  oommissiatiav,  not  uidng 
yet  been  produced,  he  had  himself  made  a 
remonitraaoe  agwaitthe  uoD-pnodiictiiWi 
which  would  be  fbtmd  in  tbe  iioma-offiee. 
He  regretted,  that  the  report  had  not  yet 
b«eD  xaa^i  the  more  w,  becauM  be  wt 
asnwsd  that  when  it  wna  prodnced,  it  weold 
be  most  aatisfectory. 

Tbe  Duke  of  f^elOaglMm^,  that,  bwl 
the  noble  Earl  giren  him  notice  of  his  in- 
tentton  to  present  bis  petition,  he  certainly 
abould  bave  communicated  witb  bis  right 
bon.  Friend  at  the  head  of  the  Home- 
office  on  tbe  subject ;,  but,  as  the  noble 
Earl  bad  not  thought  fit  to  give  notice, 
iie  was  not  prepared  to  enter  into  ^e 
subject,  nor  to  state  why  tbe  report  of 
the  cgmmissioners  bad  not  been  made. 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  that  the  bets  com- 
plained of  by  tbe  petitioner  were  anterior 
to  the  present  Government  coming  into 
power. 

Lord  Brougham  regretted,,  that  tbe 
noble  .  Earl  had  mentioned  the  name  of 
one  gentleman  so  tMrnspicuously,  in  bring- 
ing the  petition  under  the  notice  of  the 
Housa. 

Earl  Stanhope :  I  mentioned  no  de- 
tails. 

Lord  BrawAoni:  No;  bot  I  wfab  itoy 
noble  Friend  bad  carried  bis  silence' oiJe 
step  fnklfaer,  and  not  'brought  iSe  nanw  of 
a  ^ntleman  ferward  wbo  has  no  means'  oif 
dtrfeoding  faimsetf  here.  ' 

Petition  laid  on  tbe  Table.  Heir  Lord- 
dlps  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMQNS, 
Mimdaj/,  April  25, 1842. 

vni.]     Naw  l(SKiu.~^o«|>h   Hun,   E^   HJr 

[DntniM  ButfTu. 

"    *"■ — ■rWMrtafSeaand.nOit). 
tllMMd)  t  Clfa  HU  DSSBMS 

(Intai)!  Timplk*Ihwdi|Ir*Bdk 

Ririxtal.— nnbn  Sbipi. 

PriMlf, — !•■    Lei^h  Poyla  Dninafn' 

if.    DttBMkamnriBbrtdgeRiiilt  ThUBW  Hswamd 

Oak  Hailnjr,  Wnkmvfli  Hoteoi  i  Unnnal  HMUb 

ti  tlH  TovB  ud  BriUlnt>'  H^golUioB  t  BnMIMk  Na- 

JtfporM;— GnU  Tml^toa  Hulud  BnUoti  ud  W«t- 
hovghtca  Readt  Bdlon  md  Ptotoi  RaHmr  i  niwsiiii 
>Bdn,daiiraniid|iIti)idi  Onvwck  UntKn, 


.  Dv^caoibe,  tfb.  Hum,  Mr.  yaa^,  agd 
Mi.  YJHIsi,  ftoci  Dralnicfa,  ArtnaUi,  BsiwiA-qai- 
T*»l,  KIckBUUmonh,  and  oUn  pIkh,  finA  fbt 

■  Jassaw  m— Bt  Mr.YUMnidran'ilsMtato,  *»«• 
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R^al  St  ihi  can-lm.— Bt  Ur.   U-KMuit,  itaM    for  the  Boroagh  of  lutwiah  b«fbre  Honda*  iIm 
" omUoiKif  FowiiB  Citti»,-Bjf    i6Ui  d«¥  of  May  next." 

r,  la&inni  oribaTtiUC— Bt  '  ' 

SoDTtlAMPTOK     EleCTIOIC      CoMUlT. 

TEE — Hr.  Wrek3  Mr.  RadingUm  ap- 
peared at  the  Bar  and  lUted  that  faa  trai 
loitnicted  lo  report  from  the  seloGt  com- 
mittee appointed  to  try  the  merit!  of  tbo 
petition  complHiDing  of  an  undue  election 
for  the  town  of  Southampton,  that  Jdin 
Wren  had  been  guilt;  of  refuitng  to  give 
evidence  before  the  aaid  committee,  and 
that  he  had  iherefore,  by  *irtae  of  hia 
office  ai  chairman  of  the  aaid  committee, 
committed  the  raid  John  Wren  to  the 
cuitody  of  the  Sergeant- at- Arm i,  vhere 
he  now  remained  to  await  the  pleasure  of 
the  Houte.  The  hon.  Member  moyed  that 
John  Wren  be  brought  to  the  Bar,  and  in- 
terrogated a>  to  whether  he  would  peniat 
in  refuiing  to  gire  evidence  befive  the 
committee. 

Mr,  Buck,  at  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee who  bad  voted  againit  the  committal 
of  this  man  to  the  cuaiody  of  the  Sergeant- 
at-Armi,  atill  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  ap- 
peal lo  the  HoQie  not  to  come  to  any  m* 
cision  in  thecase  until  it  had  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  examining  the  evidence  given  be- 
fore the  committee.  If  the  Hovae  look 
that  course,  be  was  perfectly  aatiified  thai 
it  would  coincide  with  him  in  the  opinion 
that  the  witneia  Wren  bad  not  dona  any- 
thing that  could  be  cooatrued  into  dis* 
respect,  and  that  the  piiniihment  be  had 
already  received,  in  being  committed  to 
the  custody  of  ihe  Sergeant-at^Arms,  wan 
more  than  equal  to  any  offeocn  of  which 
be  had  been  guilty.  Beyond  this  be  waa 
convinced  that  the  witneu  would  not  have 
been  placed  in  the  situation  in  which  hs 
then  stood,  had  it  not  been  for  a  miscon- 
ception on  his  part  of  ft  reaolntion  passed 
by  the  committee ;  and  ao  strongly  wet* 
some  of  tbe  members  of  the  committM 
impressed  with  that  idea,  that  a  diacnsaioa 
and  a  division  took  place  aa  to  whether 
his  evidence  should  be  erased.  He  bb 
believed  the  witness  had  been  guilty  of  no 
disrespect  beyond  diat  of  refusing  to  aa> 
swer  a  question  which  be  felt  woold  cri> 
minate  himself;  be  bad  not  bean  gnihy 
of  the  smaUest  prevarication,  nor  of  any 
act  that  woold  not  be  tolerated  in  any 
court  of  justice  in  the  kingdom.  Under 
these  ciicnmitances  be  should  certainly 
resist  any  proposition  for  detauiing  tbs 
witneu  in  the  custody  of  the  Seigeant-ftt- 
Anns. 


Ifbwich  Election.!  Mr.  PakxHgltm 
reported  to  the  House  from  the  Ipswich 
Election  Committee,  that  tbe  committee 
had  determined, 

"That  Rigby  Waion,  Esq.,  and  George 
Rennie,  Esq.,  ware  not  duly  elected  Burgesses 
to  represent  the  Borough  of  Ipswich  in  the 
present  FBrtiameot : 

"  That  the  lait  Election  for  the  Borough  of 
Ipswich  was  s  void  Election. 

"  And  the  ssid  Delermiostions  were  order- 
ed   to  be  entered  in  the  Jounials  of  this 

"  House  also  informed,  that  the  Committee 
bad  unanimously  come  u  the  following  Reso- 
lations: 

"That  Rigby  Waion,  Esq.,  and  George 
Rennie,  Esq.,  were,  by  dieir  agents,  guilti  * 
bribery  at  the  last  Election  for  the  Bmougl 

"That  this  Committee  are  of  opioion,  from 
the  evidsDce  given  before  them,  that  extensive 
bnhery  prevailed  at  the  last  Election  for  the 
Borough  of  Ipswich,  and  that  the  issuing  of  a 
new  WKt  fbr  the  said  Borough  ought  to  be 
suspended  until  the  said  evidence  shall  have 
been  taken  into  consideration  by  the  House : 

"  Thai  the  Chsiman  be  requeued  to  move. 
That  this  Report,  together  with  the  Evidence 
taken  before  this  Committee,  be  printed,  aud 
that  the  Spesker  do  not  issue  his  Warrant  to 
the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  to  make  out  a  new 
Writ  for  the  electing  of  two  Burgesses  lo  serve 
in  the  present  Parliament  for  the  said  Borough 
of  Ipswich,  until  tbe  said  Evidence  shall  have 
been  printed  and  subuittad  to  the  House. 

Report  to  iie  on  the  Table. 

Ordered,  "That  the  Hinntesofthe  Proceed* 
ings  of  the  Committee,  and  of  the  Evidence 
taken  before  them,  be  liid  before  Ihe  House. 

Ordered,  "  That  Hr.  Spesker  do  not  issue 
his  Warrant  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  to 
make  out  a  new  Writ  for  the  electing  of  two 
Burgesses  lo  serve  in  this  i»«sent  Parliament 
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The  Speaitr  thought  that  ths  bon. 
Member  who  bad  just  ipokeo  must  have 
miinnderstood  the  qoestioD,  which  wu 
■imply  that  John  Wren  be  brought  to  the 
Bar  aod  intem^ted. 

Mr.  Oodton,  as  a  member  of  the 
mittee,  could  not  bring  bimielf  to  think 
that  Wren  had  been  guilt;  of  any  con- 
tempt, and  therefore  he  ahould  oppoae  the 
coarse  which  it  was  now  propoaed  to  pur- 
■ue.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
WBB  proceeding  to  make  a  Btatement  of 
what  had  tranapired  before  the  committee, 
bat  was  called  to  order  by 

The  Speaker,  who  reminded  him  that 
the  committee  had  not  yet  made  iti  re- 
port ;  and  that  it  waa  contrary  to  the  rule 
of  the  Houae  for  the  proceedings  of  a 
committee  to  be  referred  to  until  its  report 
bad  been  laid  upon  the  Table. 

Mr.  Oodson  would  refer  no  farther  to 
the  proceeding!  of  the  committee.  He 
cOBiended,  howe*er,  that  it  was  an  axiom 
of  the  law  of  England  that  a  man  ahonid 
not  be  called  upon  to  criminate  hiniaelf. 
In  this  inatance  the  witness  had  declared 
that  he  could  not  answer  the  question 
without  criminating  himself.  Under  snch 
ciream stances,  the  refusal  to  answer  the 
question  could  not  be  construed  into  con. 
umpt. 

Sir  Thamat  Wilde  apprehended  that 
the  proper  course  would  be  to  ascertain 
from  the  witness  himself  whether  he  had 
raally  made  aoy  auch  objection  as  waa 
■fated.  As  yet  the  House  was  wholly  un- 
apprised of  the  question,  and  of  the  ob- 
jection to  iL 

The&i/tcifor-G'CTiera/ thought,  that  after 
the  reports  that  had  been  made  from  the 
coffimittee,  the  only  course  that  the  House 
could  adopt  would  be  to  call  the  witness 
to  the  Bar. 

The  question  that  John  Wren  be  called 
in,  put  and  carried.  John  Wren  called  in 
and  examined  by  the  Speaker,  as  follows : 

"  Were  you  exsmined  ss  a  witness  before 
the  Soulhamplon  election  cammiltee? — I  wsi. 

"  la  the  coarse  of  that  exsiuination  was  iny 
questioD  pat  to  you  which  jon  refused  to 
answer  ! — There  was. 

"  Why  did  you  refuse  to  answer  that  qnei- 
tion!— Because  I  considered  it  a  quesiiou  which 
was  likely,  ifl  answered  it,  to  criminste  myself, 
aod  to  do  me  hereafter  ■  serious  injury. 

"  Do  you  still  persist  in  thai  refusal  T— I  am 
williDg  to  bow  to  the  decision  oF  the  House. 
If  the  House  decide  that  I  shall  answer  die 
qaestiou,  I  am  willing  to  do  so. 

WitnetH  ordered  to  withdraw. 

VOL.  Lxn.  {22} 


Mr.  lUdington  then  asked  the  isduU 
gence  of  the  House,  in  consideration  of 
the  difficult  position  in  which  he  stood — a 
position  which  he  could  well  wish  was 
mied  by  a  Member  of  greater  experience 
than  himself.  He  felt  the  full  force  of  the 
rule  of  the  House,  which  precluded  any 
reference  to  the  proceedings  of  committees, 
befoie  which  inquiries  were  still  pending; 
and  although  in  the  present  instance,  the 
rule  operated  in  such  a  way  as  to  increase 
the  difficulty  against  which  he  had  to  con- 
tend, he  should  make  no  efibrt  to  violats 
it.  All  that  be  asked  the  House  to  re- 
member, was  this,  that  the  Members  of 
the  committee  were  sworn  at  the  Table  of 
that  House  to  try  the  merits  of  the  peti- 
tion referred  to  their  consideration,  and 
that,  so  acting  upon  their  oaths,  they  had, 
after  discussion  and  deliberation,  come  to 
a  vote  that  the  question  propounded  to 
the  witness  was  one  that  he  was  bound  to 
atiswer.  The  committee  were  of  opinion, 
that  the  excuse  given  by  the  witness  for 
not  answering  the  question  was  an  excuse 
that  did  not  beat  upon  the  question  that 
was  asked. 

Mr.  TAesi^er observed,  that  the  circum' 
Btances  under  which  the  House  was  called 
upon  to  act  were  as  vet  so  imperfectly  ex- 
plained as  to  render  it  impossible  for  them 
10  idea  what  they  were  to  do.  Ha 
would,  therefore,  suggest  that  the  witnesa 
be  called  back  again,  and  asked  what  the 
question  was  that  he  refused  to  answer. 

Sir  T.  Wilde  agreed  with  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down,  that  the  House  was  at  present  in  a 
staleof  complete  darkness  upon  the  sub- 
ject. After  the  very  proper  and  becoming 
disposition  manifested  by  the  witness,  he 
thought  it  would  be  well  that  the  House 
should  lelieve  itself  from  the  position  of 
difficulty  in  which  it  now  stood  by  dis- 
charging the  witness,  and  sending  him 
before  the  committee  for  further  examina- 
tion, and  with  the  permission  of  the  House 
he  would  move 

"  That  John  Wren  be  called  to  the  bar,  aod 
iformed  thai  the  le^l  tribunal  to  decide  on 
Is  obligation  to  answer  questions  in  the 
ilect  committee  appotnled  under  an  Act  of 
Parliament  to  try  the  matter  of  the  petition, 
and  that  as  be  has  declared  his  readiness  to 
sabmit  to  the  anihority  of  the  Uonse,  he  be 
discharged." 

The  Atlomey-Qeneral  observed  that 
the  wilneas,  in  his  exsmination  at  the  Bar, 
although  expressing  a  general  willingoesi 
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to  inbmit  to  the  deciiion  of  the  House, 
had  act  laid  that  he  wai  vitling  to  go 
back.to  the  committee,  and  there  aniner 
the  question  which  he  had  previously  re- 
fused lo  answer.  The  witnesa  had  declared 
that  to  aosner  the  qaestioa  would  be  to 
criminate  himself;  and  the  question  raised 
before  the  House  was,  whether  the  man 
should  or  should  not  be  required  to  cri- 
miaaie  himself.  If  he  were  sent  back  to 
the  commillee  without  nay  direction  from 
the  House  as  to  whether  he  was  to  answer 
ft  question  which  woald  criminate  himself, 
no  progress  of  any  kind  would  have  been 
maae  in  the  transaction.  He  was  the 
more  anxious  to  preveni  such  a  coarse  from 
beiof  taken,  because  this  was  not  the  first 
time  that  an  erroneous  construction  had 
been  placed  upon  the  conduct  of  witnesses 
before  committeea  of  the  House-  In  the 
present  instance,  no  distinct  allegation 
was  made,  bat  the  motion  of  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  implied  that  the  witoesa 
had  been  guilty  of  contempt.  He  might 
be  wrong;  but  it  occuned  to  him  that  a 
witness  refusing,  either  before  a  committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons  or  any  other 
tribunal  competent  to  act  as  a  court  of 
justice,  to  answer  a  qnestion  that  tended 
to  criminate  himself,  was  not  guilty  of 
contempt.  In  support  of  this  view  the 
hon.   and   learned   Gentleman   quoted   a 

Siiaage  fromoneof  thejudgmeniiof  Lord 
Idon.  Id  his  judgment,  the  House  could 
not  erect  itself  into  n  tribunal  of  appeal 
from  the  decisions  of  electnn  committee*. 
Therefore,  if  in  this  instance,  the  witnMi 
had  been  committed  to  the  custody  of  the 
Sergeant- at- Arms,  under  •  notion  on  the 
psrt  of  the  committee  that  he  wu  bound 
to  answer  n  question  lending  to  criminate 
himself,  and  if  the  committee  honestly 
avowed  that  that  was  their  rule  of  pro- 
ceeding, he  should  be  very  unwilling  to 
interpose  the  authority  of  the  House 
favour  of  the  witness;  but  if  it  were 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  tiiat  the 
witness  was  endeavouring  to  shelter  him- 
self against  a  proper  inquiry  by  alleging 
that  the  question  was  one  to  which  he 
could  not  reply  without  criminating  him- 
self, when  io  fact  the  qDeatioo  was  not 
one  of  auch  a  nature,  then  he  thought  it 
would  be  incumbent  upoo  the  House  to 
support  the  nulhority  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Ret^Hgton :  The  majority  of  the 
committee,  who  voted  for  the  coromiilal  of 
the  witneu,  were  under  iho  impreaiioa 
that  the  queitiOD  could  not  chaiMte  bin. 


Viscount  Hmiikh  thought  it  perfectlj 
clear  that  the  House  ought  not  to 
erect  itself  into  a  tribunal  of  appeal  to  try 
the  proceedings  of  the  election  commit- 
tees. Such  a  course  once  adopted 
lid  necesearilj  give  rise  to  very  serious 
inconveniences.  In  this  instance,  the 
L  expedient  course  for  theflonseto 
adopt  appeared  to  him  to  be  this : — ^Thst 
the  Speaker  should  inform  the  witnesa 
that  although  it  was  true  that  he  conld 
not  be  called  upon  to  answer  a  quastton 
tending  to  crimioate  himself,  yet  that  it 
was  for  the  committee  to  judge  of,  wha- 
thei  the  excuse  were  good  or  not ;  and  if 
the  committee  upon  consideration  should 
determine  that  the  question  was  one  thx 
would  not  criminate  the  witness,  then  thn 
witness  should  be  bound  to  answer  iL  As 
the  witness  had  already  stated  to  the 
House  that  he  would  answer  if  the  Honas 
saw  fit,  be  thought  there  could  notbe  asy 
doubtof  the  witness  obeying  their  decision. 

Mr.  Bental  stated,  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Qentleman  opposite  had  staled 
what  wfts  most  undoubtedly  the  law  in 
courts  of  justice.  He  wished  the  hon. 
Member  for  Montgomeryshire  had  been  in 
hi)  place,  because  he  remembered  w*ll 
that  when  he  some  ten  or  twelve  years 
ago,  endeaVDored  to  maintain  the  nnn 
principle,  he  was  assailed  from  all  tjnarters. 
He  was  told  that  he  could  not  limit  lb* 
power  of  Parliament  hy  any  applicstioa  to 
their  proceedings  of  any  rule  of  law.  Tlw 
cose  ha  alluded  to  wu  one  of  bribery  and 
corruption  in  one  of  the  Cornish  bofongkn. 
The  hon,  and  learned  Gentleman  mwaite 
knew  that,  by  a  rule  of  kw,  no  aolicitor 
or  attorney  could  be  called  on  in  a  court 
of  justice  to  betray  the  se^ets  of  Us 
clients,  A  aolicitor  was  summoned  to  tba 
Bur  of  the  House  io  that  case,  and  oa 
declining  to  answer  certain  queations  be- 
cause his  doing  so  would  betray  the  aecret* 
of  his  client,  he  waa  told  that  he  oosld 
DOt  avail  himself  of  that  eicuse,  as  the 
House  was  not  bound  by  any  rule  of  law, 
end  if  he  was  not  mistaken,  the  solicitor 
was  committed.  He  wished  lo  see  tW 
rules  of  the  House,  as  well  as  the  rules  of 
law,  paid  attention  to;  but  ha  thought 
that  the  House  had  decided,  on  the  occa- 
sion alluded  to,  that  it  did  not  consider 
itself  bound  by  any  analagous  decisioo  of 
a  court  of  law.  Thev  were  now  in  a  diffi- 
culty, because  it  hod  been  laid  down  hf 
the  Chair  that  they  could  not  publish  thn 
proceedings  of  the  committee  until  Iht  .^ 
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Gommittea  concluded  iti  laboun,  and  the 
hem.  Hember  for  KiddermiDiter  was  pro- 
bibiiod  by  a  rule  of  the  Home  from  even 
alludins  to  what  took  placa  before  the 
commiUee.  Hew  could  the  Houte,  theo, 
judge  *M  between  the  committee  and  the 
witnea*.  The  witneu  nid  that  he  was 
willing  to  bow  to  the  decision  of  the 
HouH,  but  he  did  not  inj  that  he  was 
willing  to  bow  to  the  deciaion  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Lord  J.  Rtattll  said,  that  ii  had  been 
repeatedlj  maintained  that  the  refuial  of 
m  wttnea*  to  answer  a  qneition  because 
it  might  eliminate  himself,  ought  not  to 
be  considered  as  conclusive.  The  general 
parliamentary  power  of  compelling  a  wit- 
ness to  answer,  even  though  such  answer 
should  criminata  himself,  was  not  now  the 
question  before  the  House.  That  was  a 
power  which  Parliament  possessed,  and 
which  they  might  ase  on  great  occasions 
for  the  purpose  of  detecting  some  public 
fraud.  Hod.  Genilemeu  opposite  were 
mistakes  in  supposing  that  lo  the  bill,  in 
which  ha  proposed  that  an  indemnity 
sliOHld  be  given  to  certain  witnesses  nnder 
particiilar  circunutances,  there  was  an; 
thing  fialculated  to  lead  to  the  belief  that 
that  power  was  to  be  given  up.  Id  certain 
oieM  witnesses  would  be  proleAed  by  an 
agt  of  indemnity,*  but  then  committees 
acted  andar  a  special  act  of  Parliament. 
Thay  were  jndwial  tribunals,  formed  of 
llcmbtia  of  this  House,  and  ai  much  a 
judicial  tribunal  as  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bncli  would  be,  if  the  Uouia  of  Commons 
IhnI  canfernd  on  it  the  powar  of  deciding 
oa  eleetiQD  petitions.  Tbe  bon.  and 
learned  Attorney-general  aaid,  that  the 
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cause  they  were  ignorant  not  only  of  the 
quesiion  ilself,  but  they  knew  nothing  of 
the  train  of  questions  and  answers  which 
led  lo  the  question  which  the  witness  re- 
fused to  answer,  He  felt  inclined  to  rely 
on  the  authority  of  the  committee.  No> 
thing  had  heen  said  to  induce  him  to  look 
with  distrust  on  the  proceedings  of  that 
committee.  He  had  some  doubt,  how- 
ever, whether  the  motion  of  his  hoQ.  and 
learned  Friend,  or  tlie  proposition  of  the 
Attorney-general,  would  answer  the  object 
in  view.  The  witness  said  that  he  could 
not  answer  the  question  without  criminat- 
ing himself,  but  that  he  was  ready  to  ao- 
BH-er  if  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the  House 
that  he  should  do  so.  If  they  merely  re- 
ferred the  wilDcss  again  to  the  committee, 
and  if  they  should  give  no  directions  to 
the  committee  on  the  subject,  he  feared 
they  would  only  lind  themselves  in 
same  difficulty  as  that  in  which  ibey 
now  were — the  witness  would  refuse  to 
the  question,  and  the  committee 
would  persist  iu  considering  bim  guilty. 
It  was,  therefore,  his  opinion,  that  Ibey 
ought  to  inform  ihe  witness  that  it  waa 
the  opinion  of  the  House  that  he  was 
bound  to  answer  the  qaestion  accotdiog 
to  the  direction  of  the  committee. 

/fume  thought,  as  the  witness  ei- 
presied  himself  willing  to  obey  the  orders 
of  the  House,  that  tue  House  ought  lo 
send  him  back  lo  the  committee,  informing 
bim  that  tbey  had  left  tbe  decision  of  the 
questbn  in  the  bands  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  CyOomeU  aaid,  that  tbe  Attorney, 
general  had  laid  down  tbe  law  accurately 
enough  aa  br  a*  be  had  stated  it;  but 
there  was  tbia  qnalification.     If  a  w ' 


rule  of  law  proieciod  tbe  witoesa  whan  he  began  to  describe  a  certain  transaction, 
refused  to  answer  on  tbe  ground  that  bis  j  and  gave  part  of  ibe  eridence,  he  could 
doing  to  would  criminate  hiouelf,  but  that  !  not  (top  short  in  tbe  middle.  He  must 
itwonlduotapply  wherelhewitoessrefused  |  make  his  objectioni  in  tbe  first  instance. 
merely  from  a  wish  lo  shelter  himself,  and  I  If  he  did  not  do  >o,  he  was  bound  to  go 
avoid  fifing  evidence.  But  tbe  power  |  qn,  and,  having  told  a  part,  he  was  bound 
of  deciding  tbe  question,  whether  (be  rule  \  to  tell  tbe  whole.  For  his  own  part,  he 
applied  or  not,  was  left  to  Ihe  court  who  i  should  not  be  sorry  if  a  witness  told  a  fact 
tnad  tbe  case.-  The  bon.  Member  for  |  which  mf,hl  even  criminate  himself.  A 
Dnndalk  had  told  the  House  (hat  tbe  great  deal  of  bribery  and  corruption  was 
qneMiOD  had  been  disenssed  before  the  I  caused  by  a  too  strict  adherence  to  the 
coNiraillee,  and  that  tbey  bad  cone  to  the  j  rule  that  a  man  ought  not  to  answer  any 
deciaion  that  the  witneu  might  answer  question  that  might  criminate  himself,  k 
Ihe  question  without  criminating  himself,  bill  passed  the  House  the  U»t  Session  on 
If  the  jodgas  in  a  court  of  law  had  come  the  subject  of  bribery,  bu)  Lord  Brougham 
to  a  similar  deciaioa,  he  thouftht  that  the  |  bad  done  b  great  deal  of  mischief  by  pro- 
witness  would  have  been  obliged  to  an.  j  curing  the  rejection  of  the  principal 
•wtr  the  question.  It  was  impossible  to  \  clauses,  when  the  ireasure  was  IwfDre  the 
go  into  the  merits  of  tbe  preaant  case,  be- '.  House  of  Lords.  Tbe  present  Qovern' 
2M8 
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nicnl  were  Xrotig  in  ihe  House  of  Lord*, 
and  he  wislied  they  would  biing  in  a  li- 
milar  bill.  Id  regard  to  thu  question  be- 
fore lUe  House,  he  thought  they  ou^bt  to 
leave  it  to  the  committee  to  deal  with  it  as 
they  might  thJDk  fit. 

Sir  R.  Peel  agreed  with  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  London.  He  thought 
there  was  a  material  distinction  between 
the  extreme  powers  possessed  by  the 
House  as  the  great  inquest  of  the  nation, 
and  the  powers  possessed  by  certain  por- 
tions of  the  House,  constituted  as  tribunals, 
under  special  act  of  Parliament.  U  did 
not  follow  that  the  power  and  privileges 
of  those  tribunals  defined  by  statute  were 
the  same  as  those  which  were  possessed 
by  the  House  of  Commons,  It  appeared 
to  him  that  the  safest  course  to  adopt  wai 
to  remit  the  witness  to  the  committee,  as 
it  was  of  great  importance  to  maintain  the 
authority  of  the  committees  appointed  for 
the  trial  of  election  petitions,  and  to  in> 
terfere  as  little  as  possible  with  their  juris- 
diction. He  thought  it  would  be  a  most 
dangerous  course  to  examine  the  witness 
at  the  Bar  of  the  House  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  them  to  form  an  opinion  whether 
the  question  which  he  was  called  on  to 
answer  would  criminate  him  or  not.  But, 
at  the  same  time,  he  was  afraid  that  the 
witness  had  left  the  matter  to  the  decision 
of  the  House  in  a  manner  not  generally 
understood.  The  witness  said  that  he 
would  submit  himself  to  the  authority  of 
the  House,  and  would  take  any  course 
which  the  House  might  think  fit.  He 
was  afraid  that  the  witness  would  think, 
if  the  Honse  should  order  him  to  nn- 
iwer,  without  reference  to  consequence*, 
that  he  was  bound  to  criminate  him- 
self. Now,  he  did  not  consider  him- 
self entitled  to  tell  the  witness  that  he 
was  bound  to  answer  the  question  even 
though  it  should  criminate  himself.  He 
had  gone  as  far  as  any  one  in  defending 
the  privileges  of  the  House,  and  should 
do  so  again  if  it  were  necessary  ;  but  he 
was  not  prepared  to  tell  the  witness  that 
he  was  bound  to  criminate  himself.  He 
thought  they  ought  not,  without  the  ma- 
tures! consideration,  to  arrogate  to  any 
tribunals  powerof  that  nature,  at  variance 
as  it  was  with  every  principle  of  justice 
and  law.  If  thej  did  so,  they  would  be 
establishing  a  principle  most  dangerous  to 
the  subject,  not  only  with  regard  to  their 
own  inquisitorial  powers,  but  also  in  regard 
to  the  powers  of  their  commilteei.    He 


did  not  infer  that  the  committee  eltimed 
the  power  of  compelling  the  witness  to 
criminate  himself,  but  merely  the  power 
of  judging  whether  the  witness  was  actioc 
bondjide,  or  whether,  under  the  pretence 
of  not  criminating  himself,  he  sought  to 
withhold  evidence  which  might  have  that 
effect,  but  which  it  was  important  for  lb* 
committee  to  know.  It  appeared  to  bim 
to  be  a  nice  question  for  any  tribunal  to 
determine,  whether  a  witness  should  or 
should  not  answer,  because  no  person  ex- 
cept the  witness  could  know  whether  the 
answer  would  criminate  him  or  not,  nor 
could  any  one  except  the  witaesi  himself 
know  whether  he  was  acting  bon^  ^fideot 
not.  Still  that  was  a  discretion  which 
they  must  give  to  a  tribunal.  It  wu 
clearly  impossible  to  allow  a  witness  to 
claim  the  privilege  of  refusing  to  answer  e 
question  on  the  ground  that  by  so  doin^ 
he  wonid  criminate  himself.  If  that  were 
allowed,  it  would  strike  at  the  root  of  all 
evidence;  and,  in  his  opinion,  every  tri- 
bunal mult  possess  the  power  of  jaaftinff 
whether  the  witness  was  making  e  bom& 
Jide  answer  or  not,  or  whether  the  e&ct 
of  the  answer  might  criminate  bim  or  not- 
Such  a  discretion  must  be  left  to  the  tri- 
bunal, and,  in  his  opinion,  they  ought  to 
remit  the  witness  to  the  committee,  leav- 
ing to  the  committee  to  decide  whether 
the  answer  should  be  given  or  not. 

Mr.  IFai&y  said,  that  on  such  occasioaa 
they  ought  to  recollect  what  took  place  on 
the  trial  of  a  Peer,  in  the  House  of  Lorda, 
for  a  most  serious  offence.  One  of  the 
witnesses,  after  answering  one  or  two 
questions,  refused  to  answer  any  other 
question  on  the  ground  that  the  answer 
might  criminate  himself.  That  happened 
within  the  last  two  years,  and  the  trial, 
which  took  place  in  the  highest  criminal 
court  in  the  kingdom,  was  put  an  end  to 
by  the  refusal  of  a  witness  to  answer,  on 
the  ground  that  he  would  criminate  him- 
lelf.  Was  that  witness  committed  or  pu- 
nished ?  No  such  thing.  He  was  not  evesi 
requested  to  slate  his  answer,  in  order 
that  the  judges  might  determine  whether 
the  answer  would  criminate  him  or  not. 
He  was  allowed  to  exercise  his  own  judg- 
ment, and  nothing  was  said  or  done  to 
him  for  his  refusal  to  answer. 

Sir  W.  Fallen  said,  the  Jaw  was  this — 
any  individual  who  was  asked  a  question 
lending  to  criminate  himself  had  a  right 
to  refuse  to  answer  that  question.  He 
understood  the  rule  to  be  this.     A  witness  y. 
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being  examined  with  respect  to  b  trauaac- 
tion  in  which  he  liad  taken  a  part,  and 
that  traDtaction  being  of  a  criminal  na- 
ture, if,  in  the  couraeofhis  exainiaalion,  a 
questiDD  wai  put  to  faitn,  and  he  laid  that 
he  believed  the  aniwer  would  tend  to  cri- 
ninate  him,  ihe  proTince  of  the  iribuDiil 
in  that  case  nould  be,  to  decide  whether 
OT  not  hia  refusal  to  aniwer  was  bond  fide 
or  for  the  mere  purpose  of  avoiding  to  give 
evidence  in  the  cose.  The  House  would 
■eethat  it  was  perfectly  impossible  for  the 
judge  to  decide  whether  or  oot  the  refusal 
«M  bcmijide.  No  person  could  thorough- 
ly decide  that  bat  the  witness  himself— 
■nd  if  the  refusal  was  bond  fide,  the  rule 
of  law  was  that  the  witness  ought  not  to 
be  compelled  to  answer  a  question  that 
would  criminate  himself.  Now,  with  re- 
spect to  B  committee,  the  same  rules  of 
evidence  and  law  applied  there  as  before 
any  other  tribunal,  and  he  apprehended  if 
a  witneu  refused  bond  fide  to  answer  a 
question  on  the  ground  that  it  would  cri- 
minate himself,  the  committee  were  bound 
lo  give  effect  to  that  refusal.  But  if  a 
witness  had  already  criminated  himself  by 
his  answer,  he  could  not  in  that  case  be 
allowed  to  slate  that  he  would  answer  no 
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further ;  but  if  any  answer  already  givei 
had  not  criminated  the  witness,  he  might 
then  in  any  itage  of  the  inquiry  refuse  to 
Boawer  a  question  on  the  ground  that  it 
would  criminate  htm.  With  respect  to 
the  proceedings  that  the  House  should 
Uke,  be  (Sir  W.  Follett)  did  not  see  how 
the  House  could  take  any  other  course 
but  to  send  this  witness  back  again  before 
the  committee,  He  (Sir  W.  Follett)  should 
be  extreiDely  sorry  to  see  thai  House  sit  as 
a  court  of  appeal  in  any  matter  concern- 
ing the  authority  of  an  election  committee. 
Hr,  C.  Wood  said,  if  the  course  sug- 
gested by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man were  followed,  they  would  to-morrow 
be  precisely  in  the  same  situation  as  that 
in  which  they  now  were.  The  committee 
claimed  no  authority  except  such  as  be- 
longed to  every  judicial  triDuoal.  All  that 
the  House  could  know  of  the  case  was, 
that  the  witness  had  declined  to  answer  a 
questioQ  which  the  committee  were  of 
«piaion  be  should  have  answered.  He 
apprehended  that  every  judicial  tribunal 
would  commit  such  a  person.  The  com- 
mittee ought  to  decide  as  to  whether  the 
refusal  of  the  wiloets  to  answer  was  bond 
fide  oc  BOl;  such  a  discretion  was  left  to 
them,  and  io  bU  (^iim  th«  exeiciM  of  it 


in  the  present  case  was  rendered  absolutely 
necessary. 

Mr.  Godion  said,  that  it  was  with  some 
surprise  that  he  beard  the  learned  Solici- 
tor-general state,  that  the  witness  was  to 
judge  whether  his  answer  would  criminate 
himself  or  not.  The  House  could  judge 
of  the  demeanour  of  the  witness  when  at 
the  Bar.  Such  was  also  his  demeanour 
when  before  the  committee.  One  good 
result  would  spring  from  this  discussion. 
When  the  committee  met  again  they  would 
understand,  that  they  were  bound  to  try 
the  question  by  the  law  of  the  land,  and 
not  by  their  own  individual  opinions,  and 
to  do  justice  in  the  committee  in  the  same 
way  as  if  they  sal  in  a  court  of  justice. 
They  would  have  to  decide  whether  the 
witness  was  fairly  of  opinion  that  bis 
answer  would  criminate  himself;  and 
should  they  think  that  he  was  acting 
honestly  in  refusing  the  answer,  it  would 
be  their  duty  to  tell  him  that  he  was  not 
bound  to  answer. 

Sir  T.  Wilde  said,  that  the  rule  acUd 
on  for  the  last  forty  years,  was  to  require 
the  witness  to  state  as  much  of  his  answer 
as  would  enable  the  judges  to  decide 
whether  it  might  criminate  him  or  not. 
He  recollected  a  case  which  illustrated 
what  the  practice  was.  A  witness  was 
asked,  "Did  you  ever  see  that  paper!" 
and  a  bill  of  Exchange  was  put  into  his 
hands.  He  declined  to  answer,  because 
he  would  criminate  himself.  He  was 
asked  how  ?  and  he  answered,  that  he  had 
been  guilty  of  usury  in  respect  of  that  bill. 
He  objected,  therefore,  to  answer  the 
question,  and  the  objection  was  allowed. 
His  hon.  and  learned  Friend  would, 
therefore,  perceive  that  the  practice  was 
to  require  the  witness  to  state  as  much  as 
would  enable  the  judge  to  decide  whether 
his  answer  might  have  a  tendency  to 
criminate  him  ;  but  it  never  was  the  rule 
to  allow  a  witness  to  get  off  without 
answering  the  question  merely  ou  hi* 
saying,  that  bis  doing  so  would  criminate 
htm.  Looking  to  the  state  of  political 
parlies,  he  should  say,  that  if  they  were 
to  admit  an  objection  of  that  kind,  all 
inquiry  would  stop;  and  he  trusted,  the 
House  would  see  the  necessity  of  coming 
to  some  decision  on  the  subject. 

The  SoUdtoT- General  did  not  under- 
iland  io  what  point  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  disagreed  with  him.  What  he 
(the  Solicitor-general)  stated  was,  thai  if 
the  cominiUee  were  of  opiuion,  that  the 
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Abject  of  the  ffitnau  in  Kfuiiug  to  uiiwer 
a  queitioD  was  a  bond  Jide  fear  of  crimi- 
niiiag  himtalf,  and  not  the  inteolion  of 
screening  olhen,  the  oommittee  would  not 
call  on  him  to  answer  such  quettioa. 

Mr.  Watnm  thought  the  witnen  ooght 
to  purge  the  contempt  or  which  he  had 
baen  guilty,  by  gifing  a  full  and  explicit 
aniwer  lo  the  quettioni  put  to  him,  before 
he  wu  diacha^ed. 

Ser^nt  Jackto*  said,  that  might  iin- 

Sreu  the  nitnoaa  with  the  idea)  that  the 
louie  approved  of  the  queBliona  whicli 
had  been  put  to  him.  Thia  he  conceived 
was  not  what  the  House  intended  to  da 

Sir  R.  Peel  wished  to  ask  whether, 
supposing  the  present  motion  should  be 
carried,  the  House  had  any  secnrity  that 
the  witness  would  appear  before  the  com. 
mittee  and  answer  the  queations  put  to 
him.  It  was  very  material  to  determine 
whether  the  original  lummons  remained 
in  force  after  the  witness  should  be  dis- 
charged. Care  ought  to  be  taken,  that 
the  witness  went  again  before  the  com- 
mittee, and  the  House  ought  to  be  sure 
that  by  diacharging  him  from  the  cuitody 
of  the  Serge  ant -at- Arms,  they  were  not 
relieving  him  from  any  legal  necessity  of 
appearing  before  the  committee  again. 

The  ^)raj(«r  said,  in  uawer  to  the 
queition  put  lo  him  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  that  by  the  act  of  Parliament 
any  witness  refusing  to  give  evidence 
before  a  committee  might  be  committed 
to  the  custody  of  the  Seigeant-at-Arma 
for  any  time  not  exceeding  tweniy-fonr 
hours  if  the  House  should  be  sitting,  and, 
if  not,  then  for  any  time  not  exceeding 
twenty-four  houra  after  the  hour  to  which 
the  House  should  theo  have  been  ad- 
journed. He  apprehended,  that  the 
House  having  been  adjourned  over  to  thia 
day,  the  witneu  would  remain  in  custody 
for  twenty-four  hours  after  the  House 
again  met  In  that  oa«e  the  wttnea* 
would  be  fortbcomiog  at  any  time  to 
answer  any  questiona  put  to  him  by 
the  committee,  if  the  committee  wished 
him  to  be  re-examined.  He  was  asaum- 
iug  that  if  the  House  ordered  the  witneas 
to  be  discharged,  he  would  be  discharged 
at  once  out  of  custody;  then  it  would  be 
necessary  for  the  committee  to  summon 
him  again. 

Sir  R.  Peel:  Therefore  the  motion 
could  not  be  made  to  discharge  him. 

Mr.  Oodton  said,  the  committee  were 
of  opinion,  that  when  the  witQen  wu  onoe 
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committed  to  custody,  he  was  out  of  tbair 
power. 

Sir  C.  Clerk  remarked,  that  if  a  witneM 
were  committed  for  prevarication  and  per- 
jury, his  evidence  might  be  accounted  not 
worth  anything,  but  it  was  different  when 
the  question  was,  whether  he  might  chang« 
his  mind,  and  answertbe  questions  put  to 
him  by  the  committee.  The  witneaa,  he 
apprehended,  would  not  be  required  to 
anawer  a  question  if  it  diatioctly  appeared 
that  the  object  of  his  refusal  was  iaa4 
Jide  the  fear  of  being  criminated. 

Mr.  Law  said,  that  anyreaolnttonwhtefa 
did  not  clearly  intimate  lo  the  witness  the 
tribunal  by  which  he  should  abide  would 
he  uoaatisfactory.  Heafaonld,  tberefore, 
move,  that  the  witness  should  be  called  to 
the  Bar,  and  be  informed  by  the  Speaker 
that  any  objections  which  be  hai  lo  urgo 
must  be  lubmitted  to  the  committer  aad 
be  determined  by  them. 

Mr,  Borthwick  said,  that  tbongh  from 
his  experience  of  electbn  committeea,  b« 
was  not  inclined  to  think  very  highly  of 
their  decisions,  he  did  not  sec  why  tlw 
House  should  depart  from  iia  nauid  prao- 
tice.  He  would,  therefore,  move,  that  tko 
witneaa  be  now  called  up,  and  if  he  did 
not  refuae  obedienoa,  but  expressed  his 
willingneaa  to  answer  the  quaatioos  put  lo 
him,  he  should  be  discharged,  and  it 
should  be  ascertained  if  he  was  willing  to 
submit  to  the  deciaioo  of  that  wbioh, 
rightly  or  wrongly,  was  nniveraally  idlowcd 
to  be  the  proper  tribunal. 

The  i^MoAer  said,  that  an  original  n>o- 
tion  and  amendment  were  already  bcfoio 
the  Hooae,  and  muat  be  decided  befeis 
the  motion  of  the  hon.  Member  ceald  be 
put. 

The  question  pot,  and  decided  as  fol- 
io ws  : — 

Hist  John  Wren  be  called  to  the  bar,  and 
infbnned  itiat  the  legal  tritMinnl  to  decide  upoB 
his  obbgation  to  answer  qncalioas,  is  the  sateet 
ogmoiittee  appointed  undtr  an  act  of  hrlia- 
meut  to  try  Iha  matter  of  iha  pelTtioD;  and 
tbat,  as  be  has  declared  his  refines)  to  sij^ 
mit  to  the  authority  of  the  Houje,  he  be  dis* 
charged : — 

Amendment  propoaed,  to  leave  oat  froaa 
the  word  "  Petition,"  to  the  end  of  the 
Question,  in  order  to  add  the  worda. 

And  that  Mr.Speakerdo  also  in formhim,  that 

any  objection  he  has  lo  urge  must  be  submitted 
to  the  committee,  and  determined  bythem,"> 

loatead  tberegfj— Qtwalionj       d  gitized  by 
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Thftl  ifac  wordi  propoMd  to  be  left  oul  itand 
part  of  Ihe  qntstion, 

Pat  and  n^atiTed :— Warda  added  : — 
Uain  qoeatkitii  as  amended,  put,  and 
■graedlo. 

Ordered, 

That  John  Wten  be  called  to  the  Bar,  and 
informed  that  the  legal  tribDoal  to  dwide 
npon  hia  obligation  to  auwer  qatttioos,  is 
Ibe  (elect  oommillee  appointed  under  so  tcl 
of  PaiUameot  to  try  the  metier  of  the  petitioa ; 
and  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  alio  inform  him,  that 
anj  objection  he  has  to  urge  miut  be  submitted 
to  the  commttlee,  and  detennined  by  thei 

The  SoliciloT-Oeneral  moved, — 

That  John  Wren  be  now  diecha^d  from  (be 


Sir  R.  H.  IngltM  objected  to  the  propo- 
•ilion.  Th«  witoeas  was  still  aubject  to 
the  authority  of  the  committee,  ud  the 
enmniona  of  the  Chairman  conld  bring 
hm  up  st  once;  for  whether  the  pmn  wai 
ia  custody  or  not,  it  vaa  etill  of  sufficient 
power.  If  the  motion  of  bis  hon.  aitd 
learned  Friend,  the  Solicitor- general,  was 
adopted,  a  stigma  would  be  cast  on  Ihe 
committee  and  ita  pioccedinga  in  Ibis 
matter.  The  Honse  had  no  mors  autho- 
rit;  to  direct  the  witness  to  attend  before 
the  committee  then  any  individnal  Mem- 
ber had  to  do  so.  The  act  of  FaHiament 
delegated  the  power  of  commanding  at- 
tendance to  the  Chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  for  the  House  to  intemoae  on 
Ihe  question  was,  in  his  (Sir  R.  H.  iDgJis's) 
opinion,  an  improper  interference  with  the 
proceeding*  of  an  election  committM,  as 
well  aa  a  violation  of  an  actof  Parliament. 
He  thought,  therefore,  that  it  would  be 
the  best  course  to  purane  to  leave  the 
natter  in  Ihe  hands  of  the  conroittee. 

Mr.  C.  Wood  thought  it  desirable  that 
the  gronnds  for  discharging  the  witness 
•bould  be  recorded ;  namely,  that  he  had 
submitted  to  the  authority  of  the  House. 
The  committee  had  reported  that  the  wit- 
ness had  committed  a  contempt;  this  the 
Honse  could  not  orerlook.  He  would, 
therefbre,  more,  by  way  of  ameodmeni, 

That  John  Wren  hanug  expressed  his 
readiness  to  lubmit  himself  to  the  authority  of 
the  Honae,  be  discharged  flrom  the  cuatodj  of 
the  Sergeanl-at-Arm«,  and  that  he  be  directed 
to  atttnd  the  eonmitiea  appointed  to  try  Ihe 
matter  of  the  Soalhanpton  election  petition  to- 
■onvw  ownu^. 

He  HmM  Mid,  Mtbcr  tU  coamittM 
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had  power  over  the  witness,  or  it  had  not. 
In  his  opinioD,  the  moment  tbe  witness 
waa  discharged  from  custody,  the  autho- 
rity of  the  committee  commenced.  If  so, 
and  the  House  took  upon  itself  to  inter- 
fere,  they  might  inUrfere  in  anything  else. 
He  would  suggest  that  the  woids  "  dirflol> 
ing  the  witness's  allendanoe  before  the 
committee"  should  be  left  out  u  nDuacei- 
sary. 

Sir  E.  Peel.-  Sir,  1  think  that  two 
questions  arise  on  the  propoial  of  my 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  (Sir  W.  Follet), 
which  it  is  es  well  to  resalve  before  w« 
agree  to  the  motion.  The  first  is,  whether 
or  not  the  original  summons  of  the  com- 
mittee to  this  witness  has  been  vliiaied  by 
the  report  to  Ihe  House  ?  If  it  remaiii  ia 
force,  it  is  clearly  not  necessary  for  the 
House  to  interpose  its  authority,  as  be- 
tween the  Chairman  and  the  witness,  at 
present ;  and  if  it  is  clear  that  the  wiineaa 
IS  bound  by  that  summons  still— as  I  ap- 
prehend he  is — no  interposition  is  neces- 
sary, and  I  think  all  interposition  that  is 
superfluous  should  be  avoided  by  this 
House.  But  it  is  said  the  Chairman  of  the 
committee  has  power  to  issue  a  summons 
to  the  witness  on  his  own  authority  alone. 
That  1  doubt.  The  act  of  Parliament  is 
specific  on  the  subject.     It  says,— 

"  fie  it  enacted,  thai  tlie  select  committee  so 
appointed  for  the  trial  of  contested  ParliameD- 
tary  slectioDs  shall  have  the  power  to  send  fbi 
'  peisoDi,  papers,  and  records.' '' 

These  are  the  words  of  the  act.  Now, 
Sir,  under  ordinary  circumstance*,  lbs 
Chairman  of  a  committee  is  the  organ  of 
that  committee,  and  if  ordinary  circum- 
stances existed  in  thia  case,  no  doubt  the 
Chairman  would  be  the  organ  of  this  com- 
mittee. But  the  committee  is  not  now 
sitting,  and  therefore  the  chairman  cannot 
at  this  moment  be- considered  their  organ, 
or  in  the  exercise,  consequently,  of  their 
power.  We  should,  therefore,  be  very 
cautioQi  what  we  do  in  this  matter.  The 
question,  theu,  comes  to  this.  Does  the 
original  aummons  resume  its  force  on  the 
discharge  of  the  witness,  or  does  the  act 
of  tbe  House  in  discharging  him  remove 
him  from  its  power.  If  it  doea  resume  its 
force,  Uten  there  ia  no  need  of  interference 
on  our  parL  If  it  does  not,  then  the 
Chairman  should  not  exercise  a  right 
which  is  his  only  by  tbe  special  devolution 
of  the  committee  of  this  House. 

If  r.  MMTpkif  thought  the  case  of  a  wit- 
■Ni  wiio  WW  conuoittod  by  i  court  of 
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juBtics  for  refusing  to  answer  any  question, 
wai  perfectly  analogoui  to  the  present 
case,  ir  such  witness  afterwards  expressed 
his  williugness  to  give  evidence,  do  new 
Bubpcena  wm  necessary.  Why,  then, 
should  any  fresh  Eummons  be  required 
here  ?  He  submitted  this  question  for  the 
opinion  of  bii  bon,  and  learned  Friend  the 
Attorn  ey-gene  ral . 

The  Attomeg-Qeneral  could  not  see 
any  possible  objection  to  the  House  giving 
the  required  direction;  if  it  were  super- 
fluous It  could  do  no  harm,  and  if  it  were 
not,  it  would  be  well  that  that  course  had 
been  taken.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that 
the  opposition  would  be  withdrawn. 
Question  then  put  as  follows  : — 
That  John  Wren  be  now  discharged  from 
the  custody  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arnii  atlending 
this  House,  and  directed  lo  attend  the  Corn- 


Amendment  proposed,  lo  leave  out  from 
"  John  Wren"  to  the  end  of  the  Question, 
in  order  to  add  the  words, 

Having  eipreised  bis  readiness  to  submit 
himself  to  the  pleasure  of  the  House,  be  oi 
discharged  from  the  custody  of  the  Sergeai 
Bt-Arms  attending  thrs  House,  and  thai  he 
be  directed  to  attend  the  Coromiltee  appointed 
to  try  the  matter  of  the  Southampton  Elec- 
tion Petition  to-morrow  morning, 

insiead  thereof; — Question, 

That  llie  words  proposed  to  be  left  out 
(land  part  of  the  question. 

Put  and  negatived  ; — Words  added  :— 
Main  question,  as  amended,  put  and 
agreed  to. 

Ordered— 

That  John  Wten,  baving  expressed  his 
readiness  to  submit  himself  to  the  pleaiure 
of  the  House,  be  now  discharged  from  the 
custody  of  the  S erg eaot-at -Arms  attending 
this  House,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  atiend 
the  committee  appninied  to  try  the  matter  of 
the  Soulhamplou  Election  Petition  to-morrow 
morning.  / 

Question  agreed  to. 

John  Wren  was  then  called  to  (he  Bar. 

The  Speaker:  I  am  aowcommandedby 
the  House  to  inform  you,  that  the  select 
committee  for  the  trial  of  the  Southampton 
election  petition  is  the  tribunal  constituted 
by  law  to  determine  your  obligation  to  an* 
Bwer  or  not  lo  answer  any  question  that 
may  be  put  to  you  by  the  committee.  IF 
you  have  an  objection  to  any  question 
which  may  be  so  put  to  you,  you  are  to 
submit  that  objection  to  the  committee; 
but  if  the  committee,  kftsi  beuiiig  ;oU( 


objection,  decide  that  you  are  to  answer 
that  question,  this  House  is  of  opinion, 
that  it  is  your  bounden  duly  to  do  so.  I 
am  also  to  state,  that  you  are  to  attend 
the  committee  lo-morrow  at  its  aittil^. 
You  may  now  withdraw. 
John  Wren  withdrew. 

CHiLDREir  m  Coal  Mimes.]  Mr. 
BrothertoJi  asked,  whether  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  to  examine  respect ii^ 
the  employment  of  children  in  coal  mines 
had  yet  made  their  report,  and  when  it 
might  be  expected  to  be  laid  upon  die 
Table  ? 

Sir  /.  Qraham  answared,  that  he  had 
received  the  report  only  on  Saturday — 
that  it  was  very  voluminous,  and  that  he 
had  not  yet  bad  an  opportunity  of  examin- 
ing it.  He  was,  therefore,  not  prepared  to 
reply  to  the  latter  part  of  the  questioa  of 
the  hoD.  Member. 

Revenue  Cohhissiov.]  Mr.  Hume 
understood,  that  a  commission  bad  been 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  subject  ai 
the  revenue.  He  wished  toknow,  wfaelber 
there  would  be  any  objection  to  lay  a  copy 
of  the  commission  upon  the  Table? 

Sir  R.  Peel  had  no  objection  whatever 
to  lay  a  copy  of  the  commiuion,  under 
which  the  commissioners  were  appointed, 
upon  the  Table. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  that  his  object  was  lo 
ascertain  the  powers  of  the  commissionen, 
with  a  view  to  comparing  those  powers 
iih  the  evidence  taken. 

S'nR.  /'ecladded,  that  the  object  of  the 
commission  was  to  ascertain  whether  any 

iprovement  could  be  made  in  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue. 

Hume  had  supposed,  (hat  it  waa 
appointed  to  inquire  whether  any  reduc- 
tion could  be  made  in  the  establishments 
of  the  country. 

Sir  R.  Peel  observed,  that  its  object  wu 
confined  to  what  he  had  stated. 

Queen's  Counsel.]  Sir  V.  BtaJU 
put  a  question  to  the  Solicitor- General 
for  Ireland  respecting  the  employment  of 
Queen's  Counsel  for  prisoners.  He  ao- 
derslood,  that  a  fee  was  payable  upon  a 
license,  before  a  Queen's  Counsel  could 
defend  a  prisoner. 

Mr,  Sergeant /ocAion  replied,  thatsnch 
was  tbe  fact ;  a  fee  was  payable  before  a 
Queen's  Counsel  could  appear  on  behalf 
of  a  party  proKcnted  by  the  Qnees,  >; 
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Mr.  O'Comtll  said,  ihat  formerly  the 
fee  wu  (eD  guineu,  but  that  it  had  been 
leduced. 

Mr.  SergeBDl  Jacluo*  believed,  that  it 
was  now  only  about  30s. 

Sir  y,  Blake  wished  to  kaoir,  whether 
there  was  an*  inteDtioo  to  alter  the  law  in 
Ihis  respect  ? 

Hr.  Setgeaot  Jackion  was  not  aware  of 
any  such  iutentioD.  Al  present,  the  oath 
taken  by  a  Queen's  Counsel  prevented 
hit  appearing  for  a  prisooer  without  a 


IhCOHB-TaZ  —  COUMITTEE.]         Ml, 

QmtJiMm  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for 
the  HoQie  to  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
on  the  Income-tu  Bill. 

Mr,  Wallace  said,  his  object  was  to 
endeavour  to  suggest  to  the  House  some 
plan  by  which  the  adoption  of  an  In- 
come-tax might  be  obviated.  It  was 
the  general  opioioa  out  of  doors  that 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  if  he  had  been 
awaie  of  the  present  plentiful  state  of 
the  money  market,  woald  never  have 
aubmitted  this  proposiiioa  to  the  House. 
Now  that  the  Corn -law  question  had 
been  dnpoied  of,  and  that  the  tariff  bad 
not  yet  been  proposed,  be  thought  the 
time  had  come  to  propose  some  measure 
by  which  the  necessity  for  an  Income-tax 
might  be  obviated.  The  bill  had  only 
recently  been  placed  in  their  bands.  He 
bad  seen  it  to  be  his  duty  to  go  through 
the  bill  with  all  the  attention  in  bis 
power,  and  be  could  not  have  thonght 
tt  possible,  that  any  enactment  containing 
clauses  to  repugnant  to  the  feelings  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  could  have 
been  proposed  by  any  set  of  men  what- 
ever. It  had  been  said,  that  these  enaci- 
nents  were  founded  on  the  acts  of  1798 
and  of  1806,  but  he  was  also  aware  that 
at  that  period  there  had  not  been  such 
rigid  construclioos  placed  upon  the  enact- 
ment of  laws  of  this  description.  The 
uaeised-taz  laws  had  formeriy  been  ad' 
ministered  in  a  more  mild  manner  than  of 
late  years.  Since  that  period  the  ai- 
aeiiea-tax  acts  had  in  England  and  Scot- 
land been  year  after  year  enforced  in  a 
more  rigid  manner,  and  it  was  only  last 

J  ear  the  Chancellor  of  the  Eichequer  had 
itimated  to  the  House,  that  he  expected 
to  raise  a  considerable  additional  sum 
under  the  head  of  assessed  taxes,  not  only 
by  in  iDcrmie  in  the  taxes  themMlvei,  but 


by  a  more  stringent  enforcement  of  the 
enactments  of  the  existing  laws.  That  was 
stated  as  being  not  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
tending them  in  any  new  direction,  but  to 
make  them  more  searching  and  productive, 
and  they  were  made  so  stringent  now,  that 
tbey  were  little  less  odious  than  the  bill 
which  he  now  held  in  his  hand.  There 
was  a  strong  opinion  prevailing  out  of  doors 
that  at  this  stage  they  were  entitled  to  re- 
ceive communications  from  the  right  ban. 
Baronet  and  the  Government  as  to  their 
intentions  with  respect  to  the  tariff,  and 
there  was  an  opinion  that  hit  own  sup- 
porters were  so  opposed  to  that  bill  that  it 
would  not  be  in  his  power  to  carry  it. 
Therefore  it  became  apparent  that  any 
means  of  stopping  the  Income-tax  should 
be  brought  before  the  country.  Various 
plans  had  been  suggested :  he  would  not 
venture  to  say  what  might  be  done  in  the 
way  of  reducing  the  expenditure  of  the 
country.  He  thought  that,  by  means  of 
temporary  advances,  by  loans  on  Exche- 
quer-bills, or  some  other  way,  they  might 
gain  a  year  to  look  about  them  ;  and  then, 
if  necessary,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  should 
take  a  higher  amount  than  3  per  cent, 
and  free  them  from  other  taxes.  If  it 
were  necessary  it  would  be  the  boonden 
duty  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  take  10 
or  12  per  cent,  by  an  Income-tax,  that 
he  might  be  the  better  able  to  relieve  them 
from  other  lazes,  and  take  a  bolder  step 
in  the  right  direction,  than  he  was  now 
doing.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  might 
take  a  year  to  consider  that.  Such  a  pro- 
position would  be  listened  to  with  satisfac- 
tion by  the  country,  if  it  believed  that  a 
larger  amount  of  taxation  would  be  re- 
moved, along  with  the  timber  duties  and 
others,  which  had  been  mentioned  in  the 
tariff.  Whether  that  was  a  right  application 
of  the  money  to  be  raised  by  the  Income- 
tax  was  a  question ;  but  bis  own  conviction 
was,  that  an  issue  of  Exchequer- bills  to 
the  amount  of  4,000,0001.,  the  sum  jiro- 
posed  to  be  raised  by  an  Income-tax, 
would  not  be  refused  1^  the  country,  and 
he  was  satisfied,  from  what  he  endea- 
voured to  ascertain  in  the  City,  that  such 
was  the  plenty  of  money,  that  even  this 
very  day  it  could  be  procured  at  3  per 
cent.  If  that  were  true,  and  it  was  the 
opinion  of  well-informed  men  that  the 
sum  required  could  be  procured  for  be* 
tween  2  and  3  per  cent,  interest,  he  consi- 
dered, and  his  opiQiao  vru  con&imed  by 
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Iha  judgmeiit  of  othen  well  acquainted 
with  the  tubjact,  that  it  would  be  a  vast 
deal  bflter  to  get  the  money  by  Excbe- 
quei-biUs,  rather  tbaa  to  inflict  on  the 
country  the  machinery  of  the  proKot  bill. 
He  could  not  6nd  a  term  sufficiaQll;  ei- 

Eranire  to  apply  to  the  nature  of  the 
ill,  it  wai  ID  ita  proviiioni  so  horrid. 
Crinea  of  the  deepest  dye,  which  cer- 
tainly would  b«  committed  under  ita  pro- 
viaiona,  were  guarded  in  the  moit  careful 
manner  in  the  bill.  Waait,  he  would  aik, 
fair,  at  the  end  of  fonr  years  of  continual 
diatteta,  lo  aak  the  commercial  commu- 
nity and  the  tradesmen  of  the  country  to 
disclose  their  affairs?  He  believed  that 
the  tariff  waa  a  proceeding  in  the  right 
direction,  but  it  was  equally  clear  that 
there  were  other  meena  of  raising  the 
money  necessary  to  meet  the  deficiency  in 
the  lefeuue  without  resorting  to  aa  la- 
come-tax.  There  was  a  strong  feeling  that 
the  courae  he  had  alluded  to  before  would 
be  his  wiaeit  course.  He  would  not  delay 
the  resoltttion  which  waa  on  the  paper  of 
that  e* ening,  because  he  would  be  atrongly 
pressed  by  several  parties  not  (o  do  so. 
He  should,  however,  take  another  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  the  subject  forward, 

Siri£.  Peel  said,  that  after  the  long 
debate  upon  the  principle  of  the  Income- 
tax  Bill  in  every  stage,  he  had  been  little 
prepared  for  the  notice  and  speech  of  the 
noD.  Uember.  However,  it  was  some  oon- 
•olation  to  bear  that  the  hon.  Member. 
did  not  mean  to  resist  the  farther  progress 
of  the  bill  in  any  unfair  or  factious  ipirii, 
even  while  be  so  strongly  recommended 
other  temporising  expedients,  such  aa  a 
loan  of  4,000,0001.  or  an  issue  of  Exch«> 
quer>bii]a.  The  hon.  Member  wiahed  thai 
ue  country  ^ould  have  a-year  to  look 
about;  but  he  could  not  but  recollect  the 
objections  that  had  been  ui^d  when  he 
bad  asked  for  only  five  months  to  enable 
himself  and  bis  Ccdleagaes  in  office 
review  the  financial  state  of  the  empire 
and  to  prepare  for  Parliament  the  neceasary 
meainrea  on  Government  reaponaitality. 
Those  objection*  came  from  the  friends  of 
the  hon.  Member,  bat  he  should  like  to 
know  what  would  have  been  said  to  him 
by  hia  political  opponsnla  if,  at  the  end  of 
five  months,  instead  of  bringing  forward 
bold  and  intelligible  propoaitiona,  he  had 
come  down  ,to  the  House  and  a>ked  for 
another  year  to  deliberate  and  decide, 
coald  fancy  the  sort  <tf  receptioo  he  thoold 
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have  met  with  when  he  thus  neglecled  to 
keep  faith  with  the  country  and  disregardad 
his  own  solemn  undertaking.  True  it  wa* 
that  the  slate  of  public  credit  oeuU  not 
have  been  accurately  foreseen,  bnt  Um 
whole  House  had  shown  a  dMerninatioB 

abandon  the  system  of  loaoa,  ia  wder 
to  make  a  vigorous  effort  by  laying  o* 
taxes  to  retrieve  the  affairs  of  the  Sutc, 
ud  what  had  followed  in  reapact  to  the 
public  credit  had  bean  the  result  of  that 
determination.  Tbs  hon.  Member  h«4 
iferred  to  the  condition  of  the  woavf 
market,  and  to  the  possibility  of  contract- 
ing fresh  loans  j  but  aurely  that  eoaditiwi 
affi>rded  (he  strongeatatimulaat  and  iaoa»- 
live  to  persevere  in  the  coune  that  bad 
been  commenced,  tba  object  of  which  araa 
to  make  the  income  equal  to  th«  expendi- 
ture, by  raising  an  additional  revanng  bj 
means  of  direct  taxation.  If  lha  public 
credit  should  continne  to  inajfiroTe,  lua 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Chancellor  of  tlw 
Exchequer  might  ba  enabled  to  nt»n  to 
those  advantageous  operations  which  both 
reduced  the  national  debt  and  lowered  the 
interest  upon  it.  Was  it  a  reason  for 
incurring  a  freah  debt  that  the  fnods 
were  at  93,  having  risen  to  that  point 
because  no  new  loan  waa  contamnUtad  t 
The  hon.  Member  would  find  himaalf  much 
disappointed  if  be  fancied  that  tha  funds 
would  remain  at  92  if  hia  scbame  were 
carried  into  execution.  The  ancndoMBt 
moved  to  the  address  to  the  Throne  of 
last  year  distioclly  implied  that  the  old 
ayatem  of  loans  was  to  be  abandoned.  That 
amendment  came  from  hia  side  of  tba 
House;  and  when  the  proposal  of  •• 
lacome-tax  waa  brought  forward,  the  noUe 
lArd  (Lord  J.  Russell)  prodooed  a  reidv- 
tion  which,  almost  without  exctption,  vac 
supported  by  the  votes  of  the  wboU  mi- 
nority, including  the  honouiaUe  Het^iar 
himself.    What  said  that  resolution  ? 

"  That  this  House  it  fiiUy  MoriUe  of  the 
svils  of  a  eoQtintied  inadequMw  of  the  pnbUe 
inoome  lo  meet  the  pnbUe  Auft,  aad  will 
take  eSectual  measures  for  averting  the  seme 
in  future  yean." 

Ilieae  were  the  words  of  the  noUe  Lofd 
and  bis  friends,  and  they  contained  a  dis- 
tinct declaration  of  opinion  that  the  sysUa 
of  loans  ought  to  be  abandooed.  To  tbia 
point  the  whole  House  waa  pledgad,  and 
It  mutt  forfeit  all  oharaetar  tor  consiiten^ 
if  within  a  fortnight  af^terwards  it  took  a 
ooutw  diiectly  wo  lararte  of  Unt  abiofc 
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it  had  votad  to  b«  sonnd,  pnidaiit,  and 
DMeinrT.  At  to  the  tarifi*  be  had  already 
(IMD  the  aUoDgest  awurancet  that  the 
g«Mral  priociples  of  it  aboald  be  adhered 
10,  and  it  wa>  the  desire  of  himtelf  and 
hii  friendi  that  it  thouU  be  aubmitted  to 
tb«  House  in  iu  aoanded  ihape  u  aarly  as 
pouttde.  He  beliered  that  the  declaration 
Im  had  before  made  upon  thii  point  bad 
given  general  confidence,  and  one  of  hit 
laatona,  aa  he  bad  originally  itated,  for 
propoung  the  Income-tax  waa.  that  he 
night  be  able  to  effect  the  reductiont  con- 
templated by  the  tariff  It  included  a  aacri- 
fice  of  rerenne  to  the  extent  of  1,200,000/., 
«nd  be  wai  aware  that  (be  defence  of  the 
income-tax  must  mainly  rest  upon  the 
adoption  of  the  tariff  in  iu  leading  prin- 
ciple!. Such  was  the  general  impresiion 
ODtof  doon,  and  bis  Colleagues  eotirelj 
coDcurred  with  him  in  tbinkiag  that  an 
iBoome-tax  ought  to  be  accompanied  by 
measurei  of  simuluneoua  relief.  Trusting 
willingly  and  entirely  to  the  aisurance  that 
there  waa  no  desire  on  the  other  side  to 
raise  nnnecestary  obstacles,  he  was  ready 
to  devote  some  lime  to  the  introduc- 
tioo  and  consideration  of  the  tariff.  The 
Income-tax  Bill  wet  on  the  point  of  going 
Ibroagh  the  conmitiee,  and  as  soon  as 
that  fMOCevding  had  been  completed,  pres- 
eing  It  forward  sleadily  from  day  to  day, 
he  had  not  the  iltgbtest  objection  to  inter- 

Ke  acme  delay  before  the  report  was 
ught  up,  in  order  that  the  House  might 
take  into  its  view  the  leading  portions  of 
the  tariff.  Aaitconsistedof  1,100  articles, 
it  would  be  vain  to  debate  each  of  them 
•eparately,  and  perhaps  hou.  Members 
would  previously  point  out  the  parts 
to  which  they  objected  with  a  view  to 
aaving  time.  The  general  wish  of  ibe 
Houae  must  be  to  proceed  with  at  much 
npiditj  as  was  consislent  with  proper  de- 
liberation, and  this  object  would  be  facili- 
tated if  hon.  Hembera  would  adopt  Ibe 
auggastion  he  had  just  thrown  out.  The 
first  step  ought  to  be  to  pasa  the  Income- 
tax  Bill  throngh  the  committee,  and  that 
■hoald  be  fallowed  by  the  statement  of  the 
latiff.  He  did  not  mean  to  pledge  him- 
telf aa  to  the  details,  but  he  was  ready 
to  ^ve  an  assurance,  if,  indeed,  a  fresh 
laaaranoe  were  wanted,  that  it  was  not  the 
iaICDtion  of  the  OovarnmtDt  lo  pass  the 
Incoat-iax  and  then  to  disregard  the 
tariff.  Some  altorations  had  been  made 
in  it :  he  bad  had  various  commuoicatioas 
witli  away  partiei,  and*  in  conceit  with 
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hit  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chsaeallor  of 
the  Exchequer,  fariher  reductions  had 
been  made  in  the  duties  upon  raw  mate- 
rials, it  having  been  urged  that  that  course 
was  of  essential  importance.  When  the 
tariff  cams  to  be  again  seen,  it  would  be 
found  that  Minliters  had  fulQIled  every 
engagement  they  had  eotered  into  respect- 
ing it ;  and  he  did  not  think  that  many 
would  be  found  to  participate  in  the  alarm 
expretaed  by  the  hon.  Member,  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  Qoverument  to  vary  ma- 
terially from  theii  general  propoial  re- 
specting the  future  commercial  tyilem  of 
the  Briiiah  empire.  Under  these  circum- 
stances,  he  hoped  that  tha  preaeot  debate 
would  proceed  no  farther  t  and  that  the 
House,  without  more  delay,  would  retolvo 
itself  into  a  committee  on  the  Income-tax 
Bill. 

Mr.  Hume  felt  anxious  aa  this  was  the 
first  opportunity  he  had  had  to  express 
his  opnion,  of  the  meaturet  proposed  by 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Robert  Peel), 
and  he  was  called  to  do  so  in  iuiiica 
to  those  who  had  tent  him  to  that  House, 
ha  appeared  again  in  that  House 
with  some  reluctance,  and  be  hoped  tha 
House  would  bear  with  him  for  a  short 
time.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  might 
fairly  expect  £at  he  was  not  likely  lo 
concur  in  the  recommeadation  of  his  oon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Wallace)  with  regard  to  a 
loan.  During  several  yean  past  he  bad 
urged  OD  both  aides  of  the  House— he 
would  not  at  present  blame  either  party 
though  both  deserved  lo  be  blamed— 4be 
impolicy  of  spending  more  than  the  an- 
nual revenue  of  the  country.  It  was  the 
late  House  of  Commons  which  by  ita  un- 
necessary increase  of  establishments  and 
expenses  had  brousht  the  country  into 
itt  present  difficulties.  He  waa  fully 
aware  of  the  financial  and  other  difficul- 
ties which  now  exiited,  and  he  was  free  to 
confess  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  aa 
Minister  of  this  country,  bad  undertaken 
a  most  arduous  task— a  task  which  he 
would  find  most  difficult  to  perform.  He 
must  candidly  confess  that  he  had  not, 
expected  to  find  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
so  earneat  in  his  advocacy  of,  and  to 
sound  in  the  principles  of  £ree-trade; 
and  he  felt  therefore  the  more  desirous 
to  express  his  approbstion  of  the  coursa 
taken,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  grappled  with 
the  commercial  difficulties  of  the  country. 
The  right   boo.   Buouet  proposed  tut 
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prohibition  ihouid  no  longer  exist  against 
the  importatioD  of  any  aingle  article. 
Mr.  Huikitson  had  prided  bimielf  in 
1826  ia  propOBtng  that  there  ihould  be 
DO  prohibition  of  any  manufactured  article, 
and  now  the  right  hon.  Baronet  ex.- 
Unded  that  princifde  to  every  article  of 
connierM.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  broken  in  upon  these  mooopliei ;  and 
it  iras  to  be  regretted  that  be  did  not 
propose  to  abolish  them  alu^ther ;  he 
vras  particulary  sornr  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  only  altered  without  abating 
the  giant  monopoly  of  the  Corn-laws. 
Nor  had  he  heard  any  sufficient  reason 
assigoed  why  the  sugar  monopoly  should 
not  have  been  dealt  with,  as  be  had 
with  other  articles  of  commerce  embodied 
in  the  tariff.  He  (Mr.  Hume)  Tcntured  to 
say  that  if  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
reduced  the  duly  on  foreign  sugar  to  50 
per  cent,  instead  of  leaTing  a  dnty  of 
complete  prohibition,  no  colonial  interest 
would  have  been  much  injured.  He 
regretted  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  not  laid  a  portion  of  the  new  taxation 
OD  the  landed  interest,  the  agricultural  in- 
terest would  not  in  reality  pay  one  farthing 
of  the  revenue  to  be  raised  irom  the  new 
taxes,  because  it  would  obtain  much  more 
by  the  high  monopoly  price  of  corn  and 
other  produce  of  the  soil  than  they  would 
have  to  pay  of  the  Froperty-ias.  He  saw 
in  the  continuation  of  the  Corn-laws,  and 
in  the  application  of  the  tax  to  the  com- 
mercial interests,  a  violation  of  the  prin- 
ciples which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
so  lucidlv  and  ably  laid  down  in  his  speech, 
n  introducing  the  bill.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  laid  down  the  broad  principle 
that  he  would  not  protect  any  one  interest 
against  another — that  he  was  determined 
to  do  equal  justice  to  every  class  in  the 
community.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
notcairiedonthisprinciples.  He  was  sorry 
that  the  right  boa.  Baronet  had  not  pro- 
ceeded fiirther  in  his  reductions  of  many 
of  the  chief  articles  in  the  tariff;  but 
the  ciroumstances  of  the  country  would 
soon  compel  him  to  [voceed  further— it  was 
inpoasible  that  the  present  tariff  could  stop 
where  it  was.  He  thought  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  not  received  the  credit  to 
which  he  was  entitled  for  the  reduction  of 
the  timber  dotiei.  He  considered  the 
reduction  of  these  duties  of  great  im> 
portance  to  the  general  interests  of  the 
country.  If  the  right  hoa.  fisronet 
wmld  proceed  itill  furtb«i  aud  reduce  lbs 


diKriminating  duly  on  foreign  Umber  be 
would  greatly  increase  the  benefits  to  tbe 
community.  Let  any  hon.  Member  read 
Mr,  Laing's  observations  on  the  effect  ia 
the  babitationsandcomrortsof  thepoor  of 
cheap  timber  in  Norway — a  poor  country ; 
and  bis  opioion  of  the  effects  of  dew 
timber  in  this  a  rich  country,  and  be 
must  be  convinced  that  the  duty  on  com 
and  sugar  stood  next  to  tbe  timber  duties 
in  importance.  The  reduction  of  the 
limber  duty  would  benefit  tbe  mannhc- 
turing  and  shipping  interest,  and  also  in 
the  erection  of  farm  buildings  and  would 
be  of  the  greatest  service  to  all  classes 
in  tlie  country.  A  difference  of  opinioD 
had  existed  as  to  the  necessity  of  an  In- 
come-tax, and  he  (Mr.  Hume)  thought  it 
would  have  been  better  if  tbe  right  hoo. 
Baronet  had  first  tried  tbe  tariff  as  be 
probably  might  hsve  found  that  the  loaa  of 
revenue  which  be  thereby  anticipated 
would  not  have  been  ao  great  as  he  ex- 
pected, and  that  he  might  have  dispensed 
with  the  Income-tax  altogether.  He(Hr. 
Hume)  was  perfectly  willing  that  a  large 
portion  of  the  revenue  of  the  coontry 
should  be  levied  by  direct  taxation,  it  was 
the  best  ux  on  many  grounds.  By  indi- 
rect taxation  tbe  consumer  was  called  on 
to  pay  an  additional  per  centsge  forontlay 
of  capital,  for  the  outies  levied  on  the 
articles,  and  moreover  indirect  taxation 
always  eucouraged  extravagance,  profusion 
and  waste.  There  were  other  modes  of 
raising  taxes  more  just  than  tbe  proposed 
Income-tax.  If  real  property  in  succession 
was  placed  on  tbe  same  footing  as  per- 
sonal, tbe  Income-tax  would  not  be  re- 
quired. It  was  but  justice  that  real  pro> 
perty  should  be  placed  on  the  same  foDtii^ 
as  personal,  before  personal  is  subjected 
to  additional  taxation.  Why  had  not  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  called  on  the  public 
establishments  of  the  country  civil  and 
military  in  the  present  slate  of  financial 
and  manufBcturiag  distress  to  make  a  aa- 
crifice  of  part  of  their  incomes.  Before 
any  Income-tax  was  imposed  economy 
and  retrenchment  ought  to  have  been 
carried  to  the  utmost  ezteuL  The  same 
revenue  amounting  to  52,361,0001.,  had 
been  raised  when  capital  returned  16 
and  20  per  cent.,  hut  last  year  it  had 
been  raised  on  a  capital  which  did  not 
return  5  per  cent.,  by  which  alteratioB 
of  profits  of  capital  and  industry  the 
burden  of  taxation  in  this  year  was  aa 
heavy  u  if  tbe  rereaue  had  imoiuted  la-,'. 
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70,000,0001.  aa  compflred  with  tbe  former 
year'*  tasation.  And  it  wis  now  pro- 
pOBed  to  levy  by  an  Income-tsx  4,000,000f. 
more,  raiting  the  leveDue  to  upwards  of 
56,000,OOOL  at  a  tirae  when  Ibe  coun- 
try was  enfiering  under  severe  privation 
from  want  of  trade  and  employ  men  t. 
Tbe  Queen  had  only  60,000f.  a-year  out 
of  her  civil  lilt  of  385,0001.,  and  the 
rest  of  her  income  being  expended  on 
Lord*  and  ladies  in  waiting,  and  on  the 
extravagance  of  court  show.  Ha  must 
presa  upon  the  House  that  the  distress 
which  existed  amongst  the  manufacturing 
population  was  very  great  and  required 
immediate  attention  and  relief.  There  were 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  de- 
pending at  (hat  moment  on  4s.,  St.,  6*., 
and  7s.  a-week,  to  support  a  family  with 
after  working  from  six  in  the  morning  till 
e^bt  or  ten  at  night.  There  was  so  great 
a  contrast  in  the  state  of  the  court  and  of 
Uie  mass  of  tbe  people.  Was  it  possible 
chat  those  amongst  whom  such  distress 
prevailed  should  be  cootent,  whilst  they 
aaw  court  revelry  and  every  extrava- 
gance prevail  amongst  the  public  ser- 
Tants  of  the  Crown.  He  did  not  wish 
the  Queen's  individual  income  to  be 
Isuened,  becanse  she  had  a  smaller  in- 
come than  many  of  the  Peers  of  this 
conDtiy;  but  what  he  objected  to  vraa  to 
Me  the  Lord  Chamberlain  and  the  other 
public  officers  paid  in  the  extravagant 
manner  in  which  they  were,  whilst  priva* 
tioo  and  distress  so  generally  prevailed  in 
the  country.  He  believed  that  the  Qneen 
would  be  glad  that  the  reduction  of  ex< 
penditnre  should  if  possible  be  made.  It 
could  not  be  pleasing  to  her  to  see  all  the 
'  glittering  appearance  at  her  conrt,  auch 
•«  formerly  distinguished  tbe  court  of 
Louis  16tb,  whilst  tales  of  misery  and 
destitution  came  from  every  part  of  the 
m an ufacturing  community.  ["  Laughter."] 
Gentlemen  might  laugh,  but  he  believed 
that  if  they  had  at  that  moment  Ibe  power 
to  bring  before  them  some  of  the  courtiers 
who  bad  attended  the  court  of  Louis  16th, 
and  compare  their  dresses  and  habits 
with  the  fripperies  and  gold  lace  now 
teen  in  her  Majesty's  conrt,  those 
spectre  coartiers  would  telt  them  that  the 
court  of  the  present  day  equalled  that  of 
Louis  16lb  in  estrsvigance,  and  that  they 
Aught  to  take  a  lesson  from  what  bereli 
the  French  court  in  1789.  He  (Mr. 
Hume)  suggested  the  precedent  to  appro- 
priate, (hat  he  wished  tbe  House  to  protit 
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by  that  sventful  example.  Ha  thought, 
therefore,  the  time  was  come  for  doing 
away  with  some  of  the  gold  lace  and  ita 
attendant  profusion.  The  public  money 
ought  not  to  be  so  wasted  on  a  few  cour- 
tiers, whilst  so  much  distress  prevailed 
amongst  the  people.  They  may  be  told 
that  they  had  made  a  bargain  nf  a  civil 
list  with  the  Crown :  he  would  stand 
to  that  bargain.  But  let  the  questinn  be 
fairly  put  to  her  Majesty,  whether  she 
would  not  consent  to  do  away  with  some 
portion  of  (be  expense  of  her  conrt,  which 
only  snpporied  pageantry  and  show,  be- 
fore they  called  on  the  country  io  time  of 
peace  to  bear  an  Income'iax — a  tax  so 
odious,  that  it  had  no  one  qnality  of  what 
might  be  stated  the  requiniles  of  a  proper 
tax.  It  may  be  evaded  in  a  great  degree 
by  money,  A  tax  ought  to  fall  equally 
on  all  parties,  according  to  their  ability 
to  pay  it.  Would  any  man  aay  tbe  In- 
come-tax fell  equally?  It  visited  pro- 
perty of  different  values  with  the  same 
fine,  and  that  was  unjust.  It  was  inquisi- 
torial, demoralising,  and  impolitic,  and 
would  affect  the  poor  and  middle  classes 
very  severely.  He  complained,  therefore, 
that  her  Majesty's  Ministers  had  not 
Gnt  advised  a  severe  reduction  in  the 
public  establishments  and  expenditure. 
The  4,000,000/.  now  expended  charges  in 
collecting  the  revenue  might  be  reduced 
to  2,500,000/.  by  tbe  system  of  consoli- 
dating and  redncing  the  offices  which  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  m^ht  carry  into  e^t. 
He  admitted,  (hat  the  discontenU  of  the 
agriculturists  and  other  monopolists  were 
brought  to  bear  most  unfairly  against  the 
proposed  changes  in  the  tariff  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet.  But  at  the  same  time,  if 
the  expenses  of  collecting  the  revenue  were 
reduced  to  2,500,000/.,  and  a  large  re. 
duction  made  in  the  civil  expenditure,  an 
amount  equal,  or  even  larger,  than  what 
was  expected  to  be  levied  by  the  pro- 
posed Income'tax,  might  be  saved.  He 
must  think  there  could  be  nothing  more 
terrible  to  taxation  than  the  effects  the 
imposition  of  this  tax  would  have  upon 
the  country — it  would  lead  to  an  inquisi- 
torial proceeding  into  iha  affairs,  and  to 
the  consequent  ruin  of  those  whose  credit 
and  resources  were  doubtful,  of  which  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  could  scarcely,  be 
feared,  havean  idea.  He  (Mr,  Hume)  drew 
a  marlEcd  distinction  between  an  income 
and  a  property-tax : — The  income  of  every 
man  employed  in  industry,  and  in  the 
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aceanalatioil  of  property  oaght  to  be 
UDUxed ;  but,  on  tha  other  hand,  he 
ooDteaded,  that  all  property  luch  aa  lacd, 
houtea,  or  pn^rty  fixed,  capital,  te>t«ble, 
or  moveable,  fmned  a  fit  eubject  for 
tualioa.  The  iojurj  to  the  community 
would  be  leaa,  by  confiniog  the  lax  to  the 
product  of  capital,  aod  not  to  the  profits 
of  ioduitiy.  He  would,  ia  aupport  of 
that  principle,  be  prepared  to  take  off 
6,000,000/.  of  indirect  taxation  from  a 
number  of  articles  coniumed  by  iha  people, 
and  lay  on  a  direct  tax,  on  property  to 
that  amount,  which  he  waa  sure  would 
give  much  more  relief  to  the  people,  and 
be  more  beneficial  to  the  people  then 
the  impoiu  under  which  they  at  preient 
laboured.  Under  the  propoied  tariff  the 
right  faon.  Baronet  would  not  be  able  to 
give  Hifficient  immediate  relief  to  the 
oooBieroial  and  manufacturing  intereata, 
Let  him  give  that  relief  by  removiDg  the 
large  moaopoliea  of  food,  and  no  man 
would  be  mora  ready  to  aupport  the  right 
boo.  Barooet  than  he  ihould.  Before 
aitting  down,  he  had  again  to  urge  upon 
the  n^^t  bon.  Baronet,  that  in  order  to 
carry  out  his  own  principle  of  not  \>to- 
taoting  any  particular  interest*,  he  ought 
to  tax  real  property  by  descent  in  the 
aame  manner  aa  personal  property  had 
beea  taxed  atnca  1758.  He  had  for  Un 
yearabeeo  "hammering"  that  neaanre 
upon  the  Hoiiaa,  with,  he  ww  awry  to 
aay,  but  little  aCccL  ["  iMmglUtr,"]  Hoa. 
Hanbera  might  laugh,  hut  a  naii  wu 
aarer  atrvck  without  aone  good  effect, 
and  hii  nggeationa  might  yet  ba  followed. 
It  ahoald  be  ranacnberea,  that  be  pro- 
poaed,  in   1S40,  a  tax  upon   real    pro- 

Crty  by  daaoeot,  aa  a  ssbstitute  for  the 
dgat  of  the  then  Gorernuent,  who 
proposed  an  addition  of  5  per  cent,  du- 
tiea  on  Bxciae  and  Cutonu,  and  10  per 
coot,  on  the  aaaaisad  taxes  aa  the  moet 
simple  node  of  raising  2J  millions  of 
navenue,— on  that  oecaaion,  he  took  the 
ifnrit  of  the  House  by  a  division,  and 
<»ly  tbirty-niM  Hesbin  voted  with  him 
for  the  tax  on  real  property.  That  plan 
of  taxation  of  the  late  Ooverament  bad 
entirely  failed,  and  it  was  aomewhat  aatia- 
fhelory  to  him  (Ur.  Hume)  now  to  learn, 
and  to  have  it  admitted  by  the  itoble 
Lord  lately  the  leader  in  this  House,  that 
he,  to  a  certain  extent,  bad  come  round 
to  the  juetice  of  that  lax,  and,  therefore, 
if  the  noble  IjOhI  and  his  party  again 
onae  into  oSoe,  tbcy  would  ba  bound 


to  adopt  it  in  preference  to  an  Ibombs- 
tax.  He  presaed  that  &ct  on  lha  rigbc 
hon.  Baronet  aa  worthy  of  his  attautioa. 
Whilst  be  regretted  that  the  rq;fat  boo. 
Baronet  had  not  gone  far  enoagh  n 
his  tariff,  he  mnat  at  the  aante  lime 
admit,  that  so  far  aa  he  had  gone,  ha 
had  proceeded  in  the  right  way,  and  ongbc 
to  be  supported  by  every  friend  of  free- 
trade.  But  could  not  toe  right  bon.  Ba« 
ronet  let  the  country  have  tbe  good  with- 
out the  bad — the  tariff  reform,  wilhoot 
the  Tncome-tu?  .On  tbe  right  hon. 
Baronet's  own  showing  there  waa  nnly 
3,300,000;.  deficient  to  meet  tbe  ex- 
penditure of  the  countiy  for  tbe  eurrent 
year ;  let  him  therefore,  reduce,  what  be 
could  from  the  civil  list,  and  what  ho 
could  from  the  establishments  of  the  army, 
tbe  navy,  (he  ordnance,  and  mttcella- 
neoua  and  colonial  establtiiiments  to  mak« 
up  that  deficiency  —  and  even  without 
that  alternative  let  him  put  a  duty  on 
real  property  by  descent,  at  the  same  rale 
aa  tbe  duty  on  personal  property,  acooid- 
ing  to  the  calculations  of  tha  agricn^ 
turiata,  and  auppoaiog  that  duty  to 
realise  as  much  as  the  duty  now  im- 
posed upon  the  descent  of  personal  pro- 
perty, the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  h»va 
fully  the  3,300,OOM.  By  ao  looone-Ux, 
deducting  the  sources  of  employaMsit 
gwMrally,  tbe  right  bon.  Baronet  wonld 
only  add  to  the  qusery  and  diitwaa 
which  now  pemded  the  «onoliy,  by 
depriving  many  man  of  the  mama  of  aau 
pioymeot  which  tliey  now  had  t  and,  h* 
was  snre.  if  the  r^bt  bon.  Buooel  eonld 
see  the  proposititm  in  the  sama  i^nrioaa 
ligfat  as  be  (Mr,  Hume)  viewed  it,  bn 
would  not  insist  oa  that  odios  tax.  Tbe 
conduct  of  this  country,  with  regard  to 
the  sugar  and  com  duties,  was  smm,  as  lo 
induce  the  reat  of  tbe  world  to  believa 
that  die  was  not  sincaro  in  her  oxpmaed 
deeire  to  extend  the  commeros  «f  the- 
world.  And  why?  Booaaaa  abe  wonld- 
not  consent  to  the  removal  of  tboae  law* 
which  prevented  us  from  noeiving  oonia 
timber,  and  sugar,  the  produce  m  ibcon 
slates  which  they  had  to  pay  na  for  one 
goods.  True  it  was,  Uiat  Aatericahad  no 
specialright,as  had  bsen  uised  Tn  Trrmplain 
in  this  matter,  aa  she  had  now  exisUnr 
a  fixed  duty  for  9r.  per  qnarler  impoaad 
in  all  her  ports  against  the  com  of  Canada. 
But,  with  a  fixed  duty  in  thb  coontry, 
bad  aa  be  ibought  even  a  fixed  daty  lo 
be,  still  it  wonld  create  a  tmde  in  oom,  ., 
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tbe  TarioDt  inmi  which  ho  obtained  from 
the  Tarioai  Murcet  of  gain,  and  ao  reader 
biauetf  cfaurgeable  with  Iha  tax,  Thiu,  ■ 
man  who  derived  502.  from  landed  pra< 
perty,  50/.  from  ftiaded  propany,  and  50/. 
from  hi>  on  exertioas  in  a  trade  or  pro- 
feHJODi  wai  to  be  oompelled  to  pay  a  tax 
OD  tbe  Bg^egate :  bat  uirely,  if  ibiawasa 
fair  principle,  Ibat  to  which  he  had  before 
adverted,  and  which  forbad  tbe  dednetioB 
of  the  loii  under  one  tcbedale  from  the 
gain  under  anodier,  could  sot  btiupported 
upon  any  ground  of  fairoew  or  juitice. 
He  begged  to  inquire  whether  there  wm 
any  diapoution  on  the  part  of  the  On. 
Temment  to  alter  tbe  proriaioniof  the  bill 
in  thii  reipect  ?  The  principle  of  deduc- 
tien,  to  which  be  had  alluded,  waa  carried 
out  with  respect  to  minei,  and  he  aaw  no 
reaion  why  it  ihould  cot  be  extended 
farther 


which  never  can  be  created  with  a  iliding- 
•cale,  and  extend  tbe  growth  of  good- 
fellow^ip,  and  to  an  increaied  exchange 
of  the  {uvdnce  of  both  countriei,  from 
which  alone  could  be  expected  the  re- 
moval of  tbe  diatreie  and  difficulties  which 
at  preaent  exialed  in  both  conntriea.  He 
had  felt  himaelf  called  upon  thua  far  to 
atate  bia  viewa  upon  thia  important  quea- 
tioo,  although  tboie  viewa  might  be  erro- 
neoui,  yet  ibey  were  sincere :  and  after 
the  diacusaioni  which  bad  taken  place, 
he  felt  be  ought  not  longer  to  detain  the 
House  in  the  ezpresiion  of  his  opinions 
npOB  the  plana  propounded  and  enforced 
by  die  ri^t  hon.  Baronet.  He  would 
however  promise  bim  bia  beat  assiatance 
in  fiuwarding  bis  tariff;  bat  with  regard 
to  tbe  Income-tax,  be  muat  tell  tbe  right 
hoB.  Baronet  he  could  not  give  bim  a 
vote  in  its  favour. 

Houae  in  committee. 

On  clause  1  being  proposed, 

Mr.  B,  Wood  expressed  a  desire  to  arit 
a  9Matioii  of  the  ri^bt  hon.  Baronet  at 
tbe  head  of  her  Majesty's  Government, 
with  reference  to  the  operation  of  this 
clause  and  the  schedules  which  formed  a 
part  of  iL  The  schedules  declared  that  a 
eeiUin  snm  in  every  20i.  of  income  should 
bo  colteoted,  from  whatever  source  that 
iaeome  was  derived;  and  he  found  no 
piaviiioo  in  the  bill,  the  eflect  of  which 
WW  to  Militia  a  penon  to  deduct  the  loss 
•aslMMd  in  nspeet  of  one  source  of  in- 
oiMM  from  tbe  gain  derived  fiom  anoibcr 
■oom  of  inoome.  He  mi^ht  better  ex- 
Ma  his  meani^  by  putbog  a  suppoai- 
Am*  caae,  and  be  would  sujipoie  that  a 
pcraOK  under  tchednle  A  gamed  a  profit 
fhiai  landed  property,  bnt  ibat  «»der 
sohedale  D  be  auauioed  a  large  loas  bv 
leaaon  of  trade  apeculationa.  Aa  the  bill 
stood,  ootwilbalaading  tbe  reduction  of 
Us  imI  incoooe  by  leases  under  scbednle 
D,  be  wooU  yet  have  to  pay  the  full 
aoKRiot  of  tax  levyable  in  respect  of  bis 
landed  property  under  schedule  A.  The 
GMa  of  a  farmer  might  be  supposed,  who 
STM  also  engaged  in  mercanlile  basiness. 
By  his  farwi  he  might  gain  1 ,000/.,  but  by 
trnde  be  m^t  lose  2,000/.,  and  yet  he 
woflld  have  to  pay  tbe  Income-tax  upon 
1,000/.,  although  he  would  in  reality  de- 
rive no  benefit  from  the  exertions  of  the 
year.  In  the  eaas  of  a  peraou  whose  in- 
come was  amalt — ao  small  as  scarcely  to 
exceed  150/.,  from  whstever  aontce  it  waa 
dcrirad,  be  was  conpaUed  to  a4d  together 


The  Chattcellor  of  tke  ^chmur 
thought  that  the  obswvationsof  the  hon. 
Member  would  have  bllen  from  him  better 
at  a  lime  when  the  schedules  were  under 
discnisiou  than  at  the  present  moment, 
but  he  had  no  difficulty  in  saying  that 
the  principle  of  the  bill  was  that  which 
the  bon.  Gentleman  had  statol,  and 
that  it  was  not  intended  to  permit 
tbe  loss  under  one  schedule  to  be 
set  off  against  tbe  gain  under  another. 
He  would  put  thia  caae.  A  gentleman 
was  tbo  owdbr  of  an  esUla,  ami  IWrmed 
his  own  laud.  Hie  probabilitr  wsa,  that 
btiog  a  eeotlemao  nnsei,  bis  apaoala- 
tiona  would  pndace  a  loaa  inatesd  of  a 
gain.  But  would  the  bon.  Member  con- 
lend  Ibat  his  lots  in  fsrasing  ahoqld  be  set 
off  againat  the  annnal  value  of  tbe  land 
which  he  farmed,  and  which  it  vronld 
realise  in  the  banda  of  another  indiridnal  T 
He  tbonght  that  to  do  so  wonld  be  to 
ssnction  a  great  abuse,  and  to  adopt  a 
course  which  would  not  meet  with  general 
approhatioD.  The  bon.  Member  had 
stated  the  principle  upon  which  the  aa- 
sestment  or  the  tax  upon  an  income  of 
150/.  derived  from  varioos  sources,  waa 
fonoded  perfectly  correct,  and  be  thongbt 
that  tbe  committee  wonld  agree  with  bim 
thu  that  was  the  fvr  princi^. 

Mr.  B.  Wood  aaid,  the  person  wlio 
fisrmed  bia  own  land  and  saatained  a  loss 
by  it,  had  no  properly  which  conld  be 
taxed  onder  the  bill.  An  bon.  Friend  be- 
hind him  said,  "  Nonsense !"  His  hon. 
Friend  was  himself  an  excdient  fiirmcr, 
and  waa  not  likely  to  be  is  aucb  a  ptvdi- 
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eament  i  but  lie  begged  to  tftU  tlie  rig;bt 
faon.  Baronet  and  the  Houw  that  where  b 
nan  was  lo  nonientical  u  to  fRrm  land  at 
a  lou,  ioiteaO  of  letting  it  to  an  indui- 
trious  clevei  farmer  to  cnltiTate  it  for  him, 
be  ought  not  to  be  taxed  for  a  profit  he 
did  not  realite.  A  man  might  be  the 
owner  of  a  ship,  sod  be  fooliih  enough  to 
DavigBte  it  himself  inBtead  of  employing  a 
captain  who  was  brought  up  to  the  ser- 
vice, and  it  lureiy  would  be  most  unfair  to 
tax  him  for  the  profit  he  ought  to  have 
made.  He  would  state  an  instance  that 
had  occurred  to  a  Friend  of  hii  under  the 
old  Income-tax,  and  which  he  had  men-* 
tioned  to  the  Home  a  few  nighti  ago. 
His  friend  renliied  a  profit  of  35,000/. 
upon  mines,  but  in  (he  course  of  the  year 
he  lost  40,000/.  by  trade,  and  yet  he  wai 
compelled  to  pay  an  Income-tax  of  2,600/. 
upon  the  profit  be  had  derived  from  his 
minea,  being  at  the  rate  of  20  per  cent., 
the  two  trades  being  charged  under  dif- 
ferent schedules.  Now  if  the  matter  was 
a  fair  and  equitable  one,  why  not  include 
all  these  trades  under  one  schedule.  There 
was  no  occasion  for  a  bill  of  190  clauses, 
or  for  a  bill  that  would  reach  from  London 
to  York;  and  be  auggetted  that  schedule 
A  should  be  postponed  or  rejected. 

The  Chmrman  begged  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  lo  the  real  question 
which  vas  St  present  waiting  for  decision. 
That  was,  whether  the  blank  in  the  bill, 
by  which  the  date  of  the  commencement 
of  its  operation  shonld  be  declared,  ahoold 
be  filled  up  with  the  words  "  5tk  day  of 
April,  1842." 

Hr.  Blmtitt  thought,  that  it  was  per- 
fectly anomalous  that  they  should  be  now, 
on  tha  25th  of  April,  debating  whether 
the  bill  should  come  into  operation  on  the 
5th  of  April. 

Mr,  B.  Wcod  had  not  yet  received  any 
answer  to  his  question  from  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  to  which  ha  requested  his  atlen- 
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Mr,  HuPK  thought,  that  the  qnestion 
with  regard  to  the  commencement  of  the 
operation  of  this  bill  was  one  of  consider- 
able importance.  He  begged  to  know  at 
what  time  it  was  proposed  that  the  tariff 
should  take  effect  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  tkt  Exekequer 
pointed  onl  that  the  operation  of  the  bill 
was  to  be  confined  to  three  years.  It  waa 
really  matter  of  no  importance  at  what 
time  the  operation  of  (he  bill  commenced. 
It  «u  more   eonvcoient  that  jl  shonld 


commence  from  the  6th  of  April,  and  be 
saw  no  reason  for  making  any  alteratioii 
in  the  bill  in  this  respect.  The  bill  for  the 
alteration  of  the  Uriff  would  take  efiect 
from  the  date  of  its  being  passed.  He 
be|^^  to  point  ont  that  the  tariff  was  to 
be  permanent  in  its  effect,  while  the  In- 
come-tax was  a  merely  temporary  mea- 
sure, which  was  to  endure  for  three  yeara 
only. 

Viscount  Bomiek  thought  there  costd 
be  no  objection  to  the  bill  being  made  to 
commence  on  the  5lb  of  April.  Altbongh 
the  bill  would  take  effect  from  that  dale, 
it  was  to  be  observed  that  the  first  payment 
was  not  to  be  made  until  the  month  of 
October. 

Mr.  Hume  observed  that  the  general 
scope  of  the  measures  of  the  right  boo. 
Baronet  was  to  give  some  relief  to  tbe 
public.  Surely,  if  sncb  were  the  rnl  in- 
tention of  the  Government,  the  opeimtkui 
of  all  the  component  parts  of  those  mea^ 
sures  should  be  made  co-extenaive. 

Sir  B.  Peel  said,  that  the  financial 
statements  of  the  Minister  of  tbe  Crown 
were  always  made  with  reference  to  tbe 
ordinary  financial  year,  which  commenced 
on  the  5th  April,  and  tbe  bills  introduced 
to  carry  out  the  views  embodied  in  thoas 
statements  were  drawn  with  a  similar  ob- 
ject. It  was  proposed  that  this  nwMais 
should  endure  lor  three  years,  and  whethor 
it  commenced  in  the  month  of  Jnljr,  184S, 
and  ended  in  July,  1845,  or  whether  it 
commenced  in  April,  1S42,  and  terminated 
in  April,  1845,  appeared  to  him  to  bo 
quite  immaterial.  The  object  in  naming 
the  5th  of  April  as  the  day  from  which  it 
should  take  effect  was,  that  the  ordinary 
financial  arrangements  shonld  not  be  pro- 
jndiced.  He  begged  to  remind  the  Hoose 
that  if  the  Corn-bill  had  received  the  royal 
assent  on  that  day,  it  would  uke  eflect 
immediately.  But  ha  really  sobmittad  to 
the  House  that  it  was  not  worth  while  to 
make  any  alteration  in  this  bill  npoa  the 
point  referred  to. 

Mr,  Ward  would  only  venture  to  •!• 
press  a  hope,  that  in  the  discoasioa 
of  this  question  of  time,  the  maui  poist 
mooted  by  the  hon.  Member  liar  Sogth- 
wark,  and  which  was  really  of  neat  im- 
portance as  a  matter  of  princi(He,  wontd 
not  be  forgotten. 

Qnestion  that  tbe  blank  be  filled  up  wJA 
the  words  "  5th  of  April  1842"  named, 
put  and  agreed  to. 

Upon  the  first  adiednto  "That  apoa    , 
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property  in  lands,  hereditaments,  &c.,  the 
■um  of  in  ihe  pound  should  be  paid, 

and  on  the  queition  that  the  blank  be 
filled  up  with  the  words  seTenpence." 

Mr.  B.  Wood  again  preiaed  apon  the 
r^ht  hon.  Baronet  the  point  to  which  he 
had  first  alluded,  aod  in  refereace  to  which 
the  right  Hod.  Baronet  had  aa  yetafTorded 
no  explanation  to  the  committee.  He 
■bould  feel  himself  called  upon  to  divide 
the  commitiee  upon  the  subject,  and  as 
the  same  question  would  arise  upon  every 
•chedule,  he  should  oppose  each  one  in 
turn.  He,  therefore,  moved  as  an  amend- 
ment, that  this  schedule  be  omitted. 

Mr.  O.  Palmer  thought,  that  the  ques 
tion  was  hardly  understood.  It  was,  whe- 
Uier  every  person  throughout  the  country 
should  be  called  upon  to  pay  the  duty 
upon  more  than  his  bond  fide  income. 
He  could  not  suppnrt  a  measure  which 
vtould  inflict  such  injustice  as  to  impose 
the  tax  upnn  all  income,  and  which  did 
not  confine  it  to  that  income  which  was  in 
the  nature  of  clear  profit  only. 

Mr.  F.  T.  Baring  thought,  that  the 
ot^ection  of  the  hon.  Member  for  South- 
wark  was  entitled  to  great  consideration, 
and  that  the  discussion  ought  not  to  b« 
terminated  until  auch  consideration  was 
^ven  lo  it.  He  did  not  ask  for  an  im- 
mediate answer  to  that  objection,  because 
there  might  be  some  difficulty  in  making 
ttlcrationt  in  the  bill  to  meet  it,  and  he 
should,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  should  not  divide  now  against 
(he  schedule,  but  thai  he  should  leave  the 
question  in  the  hands  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  for  the  present :  and  that  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  discussion,  in  the  event 
of  no  atteratioo  being  proposed  by  the 
Qovernment,  he  should  move  to  bring  up 
a  clause  to  effect  the  remedy  which  was 
demanded. 

The  Chancellor  of  Ihe  Exchequer  said, 
the  question  was  one  of  extreme  difficulty 
and  which  required  mature  deliberation. 
That  was  a  very  considerable  relaxation 
of  the  old  law  in  the  bill  now  before  the 
House.  Under  the  former  Income-tSK 
Act  the  proprietor  of  landed  property, 
however  small  the  amount,  was  compelled 
to  pay  the  lax  to  the  full  extent  of  the 
income  derived  by  him  from  such  pro- 
perty, the  only  exception  which  was  made 
being  in  favour  of  copyhold  property. 
This,  it  woold  be  observed,  was  altered. 
The  mode  of  effecting  the  levy  was  also 
entirely  diflerent  from  that  which  formerly 
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prevailed.  He  had  already  said,  that  this 
point  was  one  of  extreme  difficulty ;  but 
be,  of  course,  would  give  his  best  consider- 
ation to  it.  Me  would  only  add  one  ob- 
servation with  regard  to  what  had  fallen 
from  the  noble  Lord  opposite  in  reference 
lo  ihe  period  of  payment  of  this  las.  It 
was  quite  true  that  generally  the  tax 
would  be  payable  for  the  first  time  on  the 
5th  of  October  next.  With  regard  to 
funded  property,  and  the  salaries  of  pub- 
lic officers,  the  course  would  be  different; 
for  as  the  income  derivable  from  such 
sources  was  paid  quarterly,  so  also  would 
the  tax  be  levied  quarterly;  the  first 
quarterly  payment  being  called  for  upon 
the  first  opportunity  after  the  passing  of 
the  bill  into  a  law. 

Mr.  Roebuck  said,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  seemed  to  agree  with  the 
proposition  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Southwark,  as  far  as  incomes  of  1501.  a 
year  were  concerned.  But  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  this — "You  have  got 
100/.  from  land,  therefore  you  shall  pay 
3/.  upon  that."  But,  saya  the  party  so 
taxed,  "  It  is  true  !  have  got  100/.  s-year 
on  land,  but  I  have  lost  on  my  trade.  If 
you  will  not  make  any  reduction  on  my 
trade  loss,  I  tell  you  I  have  not  300/.  a- 
year,  but  only  200/."  "  Ob,"  says  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,"!  do  not 
care  a  farthing  about  that,  the  principle 
laid  down  is  to  tax  the  property  of 
all."  Now,  he  asked,  was  that  principle 
in  accordance  with  justice  or  common 
sense?  He  was  quite  sure  that  the  right 
hoD.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
no  answer  to  give  him.  The  simple  prin- 
ciple of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
this;  adding  up  ihe  whole  proceeds  of  a 
man's  income  I  find  that  he  has  not  150/. 
a-year,  therefore  he  is  exempt ;  but  adding 
up  all  the  proceeds  of  another  man — whe- 
ther there  was  loss  in  trade  or  not,  I  find 
he  has  200/.  a-year,  and  therefore  let  him 
pay.  The  principle  of  the  right  bon.  Gen- 
tleman was,  be  has  from  land  150/.  a-year, 
and  he  must  get  from  other  sources  100/. 
a-year,  and  therefore,  I  will  charge  him 
on  another  1 50/.  or  200/.  Now,  he  wanted 
to  know  how  that  could  be  done. 

Sir  G.  Clerk  was  surprised  to  hear  an 
objection  made  to  charging  fixed  property 
lo  the  fullest  extent.  If  a  party  had  200/. 
a-year  from  fixed  or  funded  property,  he 
must  pay  duty  on  200/.  a-year.  Many 
Gentlemen  might  choose  to  engage  in 
trade  for  their  own  amasetnent,  and  mieht 
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throw  away  a  large  portion  of  their  pro- 
peny.  He  would  take  the  caie  of  a  man 
pouetsed  of  1,0001,  a-yeii  ia  land,  who 
luigbt  chooK  to  engage  in  apeculationi  at 
Newmarket,  and  incur  great  loues  on 
hone -racing.  He  might  spend  a  large 
portion  of  his  income  in  a  manner  which 
pleased  him ;  but  that  wai  no  reason  why 
his  fixed  property  should  not  pay  a  full 
proportion  to  the  exigencies  of  jhe  State. 
If  he  made  anything  by  these  speculations, 
it  would  be  added  to  his  income,  but  if  he 
suffered  a  loss  by  them,  be  was  not  to  be 
exempted  from  payment  of  his  proportion 
on  his  real  and  fixed  property. 

Viscount  Hawick  thought,  that  the  an- 
swer of  the  hon.  Baronet  went  much  fur. 
ther  to  support  the  argument  raised  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Southwark,  and  the  irre- 
sistible justice  of  his  claim,  than  auy^ing 
which  had  yet  been  said.  They  were  told, 
that  erery  man  should  pay  a  certain  per 
centage  upon  the  amount  of  his  income  ; 
and  they,  in  answer,  admitted  it,  but  con- 
tended, that  if  a  man  lost,  he  was  not  en- 
titled to  reduction.  The  principle  con- 
tended for,  was  admitted  to  a  certain  ex- 
lent  by  the  Members  of  her  Majesty's 
Government,  because  they  declared,  that 
where  a  landowner  had  mortgaged  his 
land,  he  should  only  pay  far  the  income 
which  he  possessed  after  paying  the  in- 
terest on  (he  mortgage.  But  if  a  man 
possessed  of  landed  property,  engaged  in 
trade,  which  was  necessary  U>  the  support 
of  his  family,  and  chanced  to  lose,  he  was 
to  be  taxea  to  tbe  fall  amount  of  the  in- 
come which  he  derived  from  that  property. 
He  thonght,  that  the  argument  was  irre- 
sistible in  favour  of  the  propasition  that 
the  payment  should  be  called  for  only  in 
respect  of  the  sum  which  was  left  to  htm. 
Tbe  hon.  Baronet  said,  that  a  man  might 
go  to  Newmarket  and  lose  his  money  ; 
and  that,  because  such  might  be  the  case, 
a  person  losing  his  money  by  honest  spe- 
culation was  to  be  deemed  equally  disen- 
titled to  consideration.  He  really  would 
not  weary  the  committee  by  arguing  a 
question  which  must  be  so  plain  to  the 
common  sense  of  every  oee  as  that  there 
existed  no  possible  analt^  between  the 
two  cases.  He  trusted,  that  the  House 
would  not  pass  this  bill  unless  the  Govero- 
ment,  in  the  course  of  its  discussion  in 
committee,  would  propose  a  clause  by 
which  the  amount  of  the  tax  to  be  levied 
should  he  confined  to  that  which  was  the 
real  amount  of  available  income.    As  he 
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was  speaking  on  this  queation,  he  would 
take  tbe  opportunity  of  making  an  obser- 
vation in  reference  to  the  mode  in  which 
this  bill  was  brought  under  the  attentkn 
of  the  Hooie,  and  he  must  ny,  that  he 
thougbt  the  House  had  a  right  lo  com- 
plain thatit  had  not  been  brought  forward 
in  a  proper  manner,  and  that  it  was  pro- 
duced in  a  state  which  involved  needless 
difficulties  to  those  who  were  compelled 
to  wade  through  the  130  pages  of  which 
it  was  composed.  He  remembered  tbst, 
when  he  had  the  honour  to  belong  to  the 
late  Government,  they  bad  intn>du<xJ  a 
measure  relating  to  the  relief  of  tbe  Irish 
poor;  but,  as  the  bill  was  of  considerable 
length,  they  bad  thought  it  oecessarj  to 
give  the  House  all  the  assistance  id  their 
power  by  subjoiniDg  to  it  a  carefully  pre- 
pared abstract,  which  enabled  hon.  Heis- 
bers  to  arrive  at  tbe  effect  of  its  provisiooi 
with  much  less  trouble  than  was  reqatred 
by  this  bill.  He  had  read  a  great  portion 
of  Ibis  bill,  end  he  had  found  that  to  arrire 
at  even  a  moderate  comprehension  of  its 
details,  called  for  the  exercise  of  a  great 
deal  of  patience,  and  the  loss  of  much 
time.  The  clauses  were  complicated,  sad 
difficult  to  comprehend ;  and  he  thought 
that,  if  pouible,  even  now  such  an  ab- 
stract should  be  furnished  as  ha  had  sug- 
gested, 

Tbe  ChanoiUor  of  the  Emhtqvm  said, 
that  everythirq;  had  been  done  to  enable 
(he  House  to  underatand  Uia  naeasare  ss 
framed,  and  a  copy  of  tbe  old  Incoote-lu 
Bill  had  bcaa  forwarded  to  evetjr  Hen>- 
ber,  in  order  that  he  might  see  in  whst 
particulars  the  proposed  measure  differed 
from  iL  He  contended,  that  the  diffeieot 
sorts  of  property  from  which  income  m^ht 
be  derived,  should,  of  necessity,  be  set  out 
in  the  bill,  and  that  from  the  earliest  pe- 
riod at  which  sn  Income-tax  had  ever 
been  devised,  schedulea  for  such  parposei 
had  been  found  necessary,  and  the  nils, 
as  followed  out  in  the  present  hill,  wsi 
essentisl.  As  the  duty  applicable  to  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  property  was  to  be  levied 
differently,  separate  schedules  were  abso- 
lutely required;  but  although  the  Oo- 
vemment  were  anxious  as  far  as  possible 
to  prevent  injustice,  he  could  only  at  pie- 
sent  say  that  they  were  ready  to  take  tbe 
subject  into  consideration,  their  object 
being  to  render  this  law  as  palauUe,  and 
as  liiile  oppressive  as  possible.  Beyood 
this,  he  could  give  no  assurance. 

Mr.  Bmeti  could  not  undeisUDd  tbe  ^ 
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value  of  the  promiH  of  the  right  has. 
OentleoiBD,  Tor  in  hia  opidoD,  the  righl 
boo.  GentlemBD's  ■lalemeut  amounted  to 
literally  nothing  beyond  the  williagQCM  of 
the  Government  to  take  the  matter  into 
coDsideralion.  Nov,  the  point  raised  by 
the  hoo.  Member  for  Southwark  was  one 
of  very  great  importance.  The  question 
was,  wai  this  a  bill  to  tax  income,  or  was  : 
it  not  ?  By  the  bill,  at  it  stood,  it  would 
appear  that  they  were  about  to  tax  pro- 
perty, and  not  income ;  but  was  the  course 
adopted  juit?  Might  not  the  whole  matter 
ho  placed  in  a  siugle  schedule?  All  that 
was  required  was,  that  net  income,  no 
matter  how  arising,  ihould  be  ascertained, 
and  that  on  that  the  tax  should  be  levied. 
The  public  cared  not  from  what  sources 
income  was  derived,  or  whether  it  was  de- 
rived  from  one  or  from  several  sources. 
What  they  required  wai,  that  when  the 
amount  of  income  was  ascertained,  it 
should  contribute  its  due  proportion  of 
Um  tax,  and  no  more.  That  was  a  pro- 
position very  diSereat  from  the  one  con- 
tained in  this  bill,  and  which,  in  his  opin- 
ion, would  operate  to  make  some  partiei 
pay  more  than  they  ought  to  pay,  and 
idlow  others  to  escape  free. 

Tbe  ChoHcellor  of  the  Exchequer  u'td, 
the  object  of  the  Government  was  to  tax 
all  muses  of  property,  and  hence  the  ne- 
esssity  for  several  schedules.  Schedule  A 
applifd  to  those  who  would  come  under 
the  descriplioa  of  a  ptoperty-tax,  because 
the  amount  of  Ibe  lax  payable  by  tbe 
landlQtd  or  his  mortgtgee  wonid  be  paid, 
not  by  the  owner  of  the  property,  but  by 
the  occupying  tenant,  who  would  have  no 
motive  for  deception  or  conceal  men  L  This 
was  the  preferable  arrangement.  What 
tbe  bon.  Gentleman  proposed,  would  in> 
Iroduca  the  same  uncertainly  with  regard 
to  income  derived  from  permanent  pro- 
perty that  must  exist  in  the  case  of  in- 
eomo  reantting  from  trades  and  profes- 
sions, BB  under  schedule  B.  Now,  it  was 
ibis  that  involved  the  whole  difficulty, 
beeanse  he  feared  that  if  they  were  to  call 
for  the  amount  derived  from  every  source 
of  income,  they  would  be  opening  a  door 
to  frauds  and  evasions  which  would  nt- 
isrly  defeat  the  object  which  the  bill  had 
HI  view. 

Hr.  Roebuck  contended,  that  the  dis- 
tinclioD  made  by  the  right  hon.  Qentle- 
man  was  opposed  to  the  doctrine  which 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  bad  laid  down. 
The  right  boo.  Baronet  had  aaid,  Ihat  his 


'  object  was  to  tax  income,  whether  derived 
from  property  or  any  other  source,  the 
same  way,  but  this  was  not  coniigtent 
with  tbe  statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  dis- 
linguithed  between  income  resulting  from 
property,  and  income  arising  by  other 
means,  and  if  they  were  really  to  have  a 
property-tax,  the  better  way  would  be  to 
make  that  a  separate  measure,  and  dis- 
pose of  it  in  the  first  instance.  But  would 
ilie  right  hon.  Baronet  stand  by  this  dis- 
tinction? Would  he  separate  {he  matter 
into  two  hills  ?  Would  he  consent  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of  taxing  property 
alone,  and  another  for  the  other  part  of 
the  subject?  He  should  like  him  to  do 
iliis,  for  when  they  had  dealt  with  the 
property-tax,  they  could  proceed  with  the 
Income-tax, 

Sir  R.  Peel  wished,  in  the  first  place, 
to  observe,  that  the  present  bill  was  drawn 
up,  and  professed  to  be  drawn  up,  on  acts 
which  existed  during  the  war  for  the  im- 
position of  the  Income-tax.  The  hill  fol- 
lowed and  dealt  with  the  different  de- 
scriptions of  property  which  were  specified 
in  the  act  of  1806,  and  that  set  divided 
properly  into  five  different  classes  or 
schedules.  It  was  apparent  that  this  was 
done  because  tbe  duty  on  property  was 
levied  in  five  different  modes.  By  the  first 
schedule,  all  lands,  tenements,  &c.,  were 
charged  in  respect  of  the  property  thereof. 
By  the  second,  all  laads,  tenements,  &c., 
were  chained  to  the  occupiers  at  one-half 
tbe  rem.  By  the  third,  a  charge  was 
mnde  upon  all  profits  arising  from  annuities 
id  dividends  from  the  public  funds  or 
from  other  sources.  By  the  fourth,  a 
charge  was  made  upon  the  annual  profits 
or  gains  derived  from  professions,  trades, 
employments,  or  vocations ;  and  by  the 
fifth,  a  charge  was  made  on  the  salaries 
of  all  public  officers,  and  upon  all  annui- 
ties, pensions,  &c.  Now,  was  it  not 
obvious,  that  to  obtain  the  amount  of 
increase  from  each  of  these  sources,  they 
got  it  from  different  modes  of  levying. 
The  question,  however,  before  the  com. 
mittee,  was  different  from  this.  It  ap- 
peared, Ihat  it  would  he  necessary  to 
the  schedules  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  the  tax.  It  was  suggested, 
that  as  the  tax  was  only  proposed  for  a 
ited  period,  it  would  be  well  to  make 
exceptions  which  did  not  exist  before.  He 
begged  the  committee  to  recollect,  that  it 
was  not  merely  the  practice  for  the  Ibrcc 
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yean  during  which  it  wai  propoied  the 
tax  should  cominue,  but  ih&i  a  principle 
■hould  be  adopted  which  should  be  ad- 
hered to  in  case  it  should  be  necettsary  to 
have  recourse  to  ibis  tax  again.  ^^  hat 
he  maiiilained  was,  that  in  a  desire  to  do 
justiie  in  a  particular  case,  they  should 
tuke  care  ibat  the;  did  not  open  a  door 
to  fraud  and  evasion  of  the  tss.  He  begged 
the  House  to  remember  it  ivas  not  merely 
in  the  calculation  of  the  loss  of  3  per  cent, 
for  three  years,  but  what  would  be  tlie 
eflecl  of  an  exception  if  ihe  impnsiiion  of 
this  tax  should  become  necessary  in  time 
of  war.  If  you  hastily  adopted  exceptions, 
they  might  not  be  merely  of  a  temporary 
but  of  an  ulterior  nature.  This  wns  nil 
that  he  meant  to  assert.  He  admitted, 
that  the  slatrment  of  the  hon.  Geiitleni;in 
carried  with  it  a  great  appearance  of 
justice,  and  that  they  should  put  the  loss 
on  one  side  against  the  gains  on  the  other. 
This  was  apparently  just.  At  the  same 
lime  it  was  a  matter  of  the  ulmosl  im- 
portance to  consider,  whether  in  attempting 
to  meet  this  case,  they  did  not  offer  op- 
portunities for  great  frauds  and  injustice. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  give  the 
committee  the  exact  nature  of  the  proviso 
which  be  wished  to  have  adopted,  but  at 
any  rate  this  was  not  the  time  to  adopt  it. 
To  reject  the  schedules  aa  they  now  stood 
would  be  a  most  inconvenient  mode  of 
dealing  with  the  subject.  He  believed, 
that  the  proper  place  to  make  the  propo- 
sition would  be  when  they  arrived  at  pages 
33  and  34  in  the  bill.  They  were  now  on 
the  consideration  of  the  mode  of  obtaining 
the  incomes  from  lands,  tenements,  &v.., 
but  the  proposition  of  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
which  was  something  of  sn  involved  nature, 
could  only  admit  of  consideration  at  a  later 
period.  He  begged  the  committee  to  re- 
member, that  ir  they  departed  from  ihe 
firinciplea  of  Ihe  act  of  1806,  they  must 
ook  to  a  difierent  mode  of  carrying  out 
the  bill.  He  could  suppose  many  apparent 
Individual  cases  of  hardship,  which  if 
they  attempted  to  deal  with,  they  must 
make  the  moat  complete  alteration  in  the 
former  act.  Suppose,  for  instance,  the  case 
of  a  gentleman  of  large  landed  property  ; 
in  assessing  the  tax,  the  reduction  in  the 
amount  of  income  would  be  made  through 
the  tenant.  But  suppose  the  gentleman 
chose  to  indulge  in  some  farming  scheme 
of  an  exiravagant  nature  himself,  on  a 
poriion  of  his  property — should  they  make 
a  deduction  from  the  iocomeofihe  one  part 


of  the  estate,  in  consequence  of  the  Ion  oo 
the  other.  Again,  suppose  a  peraoa  «u 
a  large  landed  proprietor,  aod  was  aito 
the  owner  of  a  West- Indian  estste  — 
would  you  make  a  deduction  of  the  losui 
of  the  latter  from  the  ccains  of  the  former? 
He  was  sure,  that  the  House  mustbesatii- 
lied  that  his  right  hon.  Friend  and  himself 
were  bound  not  to  give  up  power*  uader 
the  act  which  would  aSect  iu  operation. 
They,  however,  would  consider  whether 
they  could  not  make  exceptions,  which 
would  remove  some  grounds  of  complsint, 
but  at  the  same  lime  care  must  be  takes, 
that  they  did  not  afford  facility  to  fraud, scd 
thus  make  the  tax  bear  the  heavier  oa 
certain  classes.  The  hon.  Gentleman  bsd 
mentioned  one  individual  ease  of  hardship, 
end  he  sonfessed,  that  he  should  be  happj 
to  meet  the  case,  if  it  could  be  done  wiUi- 
oul  affording  facilities  for  fraud  and  evs- 
sion,  when  they  came  to  the  consideralioa 
of  Ihe  proper  clause.  Either  his  riglil 
hon.  Friend  or  himself  would  slate  lbs 
reasons  which  influenced  them  when  they 
came  to  that  clause,  but  to  make  or  ado^ 
any  proposition  in  the  schedule*  would  be 
an  inconvenient  course.  He  was  awsre, 
that  the  hon.  Member  was  not  a  gende- 
man  of  professional  habits ;  it,  therefore, 
would  be  too  much  to  ask  him  to  draw  np 
a  clause  on  the  subject  which  wouU  em- 
body hi*  views,  but  be  should  like  the 
hon.  Member  to  give  notice  of  a  motion 
on  the  subject,  embodying  hi*  views,— 
showing  on  the  one  hand  how  he  would 
afford  relief,  and  on  the  other  how  bs 
would  prevent  frauds.  He  trusted,  ihsl 
the  committee  would  not  assent  to  the 
present  proposition. 

Viscount  Howick  thought,  that  ibe 
right  hon.  Gentleman  could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  say  more  than  he  had  said.  He 
agreed  with  the  tight  hon.  Gentleuisii, 
that  if  they  kept  the  bill  at  all,  it  «si 
necessary  to  maintain  these  schedules,  lor 
ir  ihey  did  not  they  might  make  the  bill 
much  more  oppressive,  in  consequence  of 
its  inequality.  He  must  protest  a^aiait 
calling  upon  the  hon.  Member  for  South- 
wurk  to  draw  up  a  clau»e  in  the  bill  like 
the  present,  for  it  would  require  that  prO' 
fessionsl  assistance  which  alone  her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  could  obtain.  The 
light  hon.  Baronet  opposite  had  proini*«l 
to  take  the  subject  into  his  considersiioa, 
and  he  therefore  trusted,  ihat  the  ban. 
Member  for  Southwark  would  not  pHX 
the  subject  further  at  pieseal.  . .,  ^ 
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Sir  R.  Peel  remarked,  that  all  that  he 
aiked  from  the  hon.  Member  Tor  South. 
wark,  was  the  general  terms  of  his  motion, 
and  he  would  teheve  him  from  the  trouble 
of  putting  the  claute  in  form.  The  hon. 
Member  might  do  this  in  very  general 
terms. 

Mr.  B.  JTood  said,  that  his  object  on 
the  present  occasion  was  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  the  subject,  and  he  confessed,  that 
be  had  expected  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
would  have  made  a  voluntary  oSer  to 
meet  the  diflicully  which  he  had  pointed 
out.  His  object,  howeTcr,  had  been  ob- 
tained, as  the  attention  of  the  House  and 
the  Government  had  been  directed  lo  the 
subject.  He  wished  lo  throw  no  irapedi. 
roent  in  the  way  of  the  bill  by  the  propo- 
sition which  he  had  made.  He  thought, 
that  the  righi  hon.  Baronet  might  at 
once  promise  to  draw  up  a  clause  on  the 
subject.  He  asked  for  nothing  but  justice, 
ancf  he  woald  not  countenance  any  fraud 
on  the  subject,  and  none  could  be  com- 
mitted if  the  case  was  properly  met.  All 
that  he  wished  was,  that  no  man  should 
be  called  upon  to  pay  more  than  the  tax 
on  his  real  income,  and  it  was  no  matter, 
in  his  estimation,  under  what  schedule  he 
derived  it.  The  rifht  hon.  Baronei  also 
seemed  lo  say,  that  they  were  now  es- 
tablishin);  a  proposition  for  a  tax  which 
night  last  for  more  than  three  years,  and 
that,  therefore,  it  would  not  do  to  depart 
from  ihe  old  Income-tax.  It  should  be 
recollected,  that  the  former  tax  pasted  at 
a  period  of  great  excitement,  when  money 
might  have  been  wanted  at  a  moat  press- 
ing emei^ency,  and  that,  therefore,  there 
was  a  necessity  of  passing  the  bill  with  as 
little  delay  as  poisible.  There  was  no 
necessity  at  present  why  they  should  not 
act  in  this  case  with  the  greatest  deli- 
beration and  attention  to  the  matter  in 
all  its  bearings.  He  confessed,  that  in 
carrying  out  the  suggestion  which  he  had 
made,  he  relied  more  on  the  good  feeling 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  than  on  hia 
words  that  night. 

Sir  R.  Pes/ had  not  said  or  intimated 
(bat  there  was  any  intention  of  continuing 
Ihe  Income-tax  beyond  three  years. 

Mr.  B.  Wood :  It  might  be  inferred  from 
the  lone  of  tbe  right  bon.  Baronet. 

Sir  R.  Peel  ifas  not  awareof  that ;  bat, 
perhaps,  the  hoo.  Gentleman  supposed 
that  the  tax  might  become  so  popular  that 
tbe  public  would  prefer  it,  in  coatradis. 
tiDction  to  other  laiea.  He,  however,  had , 
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given  no  opinion  whatever  as  to  ihe  pro- 
bable continuance  of  the  Income-tax  be- 
yond three  years.  With  respect  to  the 
proposition  of  the  hoo.  Gentleman,  be 
could  only  say,  that  when  he  made  a  pro- 
mise, he  intended  to  adhere  to  it ;  and  he 
had,  therefore,  not  said  more  than  that  he 
would  take  that  matter  inlo  his  consider- 
ation. He  intended  to  adhere  to  the  main 
principles  ofthe  act  of  1806,  and  he  would 
consider  with  his  right  hon.  Friend  whe- 
ther a  clause  could  not  be  drawn  to  meet 
ihe  case  stated  by  the  hon.  Genllenian, 
and  analogous  cases,  which,  at  the  same 
time,  would  not  open  the  door  to  fraud 
and  evasion.  He  would  give  the  bon. 
Gentleman  due  notice  of  his  intention; 
and  if  he  was  dissatisfied,  he  conld,  at  a 
sub9e<]uent  stage  of  the  bill,  take  the  sense 
of  the  House,  He  hoped,  however,  that 
the  hon.  Member  would  draw  up  his  case 
in  general  terms. 

Sir  W.  James  called  the  attention  of 
the  committee  to  the  effect  thst  would 
arise  from  the  mode  of  calculating  the 
profits  in  acase  where  an  individual  carried 
on  two  pursuits  under  the  one  schedule. 
He  agreed  in  the  abstract  justice  of  the 
suggestions  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
but  he  thought  that  every  one  must  per- 
ceive the  difficulty  of  carrying  them  inlo 
effect;  and  the  right  hon.  Baronet  bad 
only  acted  with  fairness  and  justice  in 
calling  on  hon.  Members  opposite  to  show 
that  those  suggestions  could  be  carried 
into  effect  without  injuring  the  machinery 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  fVatlace  did  not  see  why  a  msn 
should  pay  for  more  than  his  income,  and 
it  appeared  quite  immaterial  lo  him,  if 
they  took  the  whole  amount,  from  what 
source  it  was  derived. 

Blank  filled  up  with  7d. 

Schedule  B.  was  proposed. 

"  For  all  lands,  tenements,  and  heredita- 
meatsin  England,  there  shall  be  chained  jrearly 
in  respect  of  (lie  occupation  thereof,  for  every 
twenty  shiUiags,  of  Ihe  annual  value  thereof, 
the  sum  of 

The  question  put  was,  that  the  blank  be 
filled  up  with  the  words  "  threepence 
halfpenny." 

Mr.  Roelntck  said,  the  words  in  tbe 
schedule  would  apply  to  every  house  in 
England. 

Viscount  Howkk  »aid,  that  it  appeared 
to  him  that  by  the  operation  of  one  part 
ofthe  schedule  great  injustice  was  inflictad 
upoD  a  ceitaia  portioa  of  persona  cod* 
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necled  with  tbe  landed  intereit.  In  thp 
first  place,  a  charge  was  levied  on  the 
landlord.  In  the  next  place,  it  was  pro- 
|iosed  (bat  the  tenant  should  be  taxed  r- 
his  income  with  every  other  person  derii 
ing  income  from  trade  or  professioD,  Bui, 
then,  in  tbe  case  of  a  tenant,  an  nrbitrary 
rule  was  introduced  for  estimating'  the 
profit  of  the  faimer.  A  rule  was  arbi- 
tiarily  laid  down,  which  did  not  apply  to 
any  trade,  and  in  many  cases  it  would  be 
found  in  its  operation  very  wide  from  thi 
truth.  If  any  Gentleman  connected  with  thi 
agriculture  of  the  south  of  Scotland  or  the 
north  of  England  were  present,  he  trusted 
that  they  would  join  in  making  a  stand 
against  the  adoption  of  any  tnch  rule, 
was  notorious,  that  rent  was  paid  after  the 
deduction  of  the  amount  of  profit  on  the 
capital  employed,  and  of  the  expenses  of 
cultivation.  When  the  farms  were  large, 
there  would  be  an  apparent  income  to 
tax;  but  when  they  were  divided,  they 
would  escape  from  tbe  operation  of  the 
tax  altogether.  In  the  connty  which  he 
hud  lately  the  honour  to  represent  all  the 
farms  were  large,  and  the  greatest  skill 
and  intelligence  were  manifested  in  their 
cultivation.  Undonbtedly  apparent  large 
rents  were  paid  to  the  landlords,  hut  this 
arose  from  the  circumstance  of  the  siie  of 
the  farms  and  the  capital  which  had  been 
laid  out  in  their  improvement.  Now,  he 
would  take  a  farm  in  his  neighbourhood, 
paying  900^.  a- year  rent,  and  he  knew  many 
lurma  paying  that  amount  of  rent,  and 
even  much  larger  sums,  to  the  landlords, 
and  those  farms  in  the  north  of  England 
paying  300/.  a-year  each.  In  the  first 
case,  you  would  assume  an  arbitrary  profit 
to  the  amount  of  450/.  a-year,  and  would 
lax  him  accordingly,  while,  in  the  latter, 
you  would  derive  no  income  at  all.  He 
could  not  help  feeling  that  the  tendency 
of  the  present  rule  would  be  to  impede,  if 
not  to  prevent,  an  improved  cultivation. 
I'his,  he  contended,  would  be  the  neces- 
sary effect  of  this  clause.  He  called, 
therefore,  upon  those  who  professed  to  be 
such  strong  advocates  for  the  agricultural 
interest,  and  who  promised  to  make  such 
a  great  fight  against  any  alteration  of  the 
Own- laws,  to  come  forward  and  prevent 
the  infliction  of  what  he  must  consider  to 
be  a  great  act  of  injustice.  It  appeared 
to  him,  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  strike 
out  schedule  B,  and  to  insert  the  farmers 
among  the  tradera  in  schedule  G.  He  was 
sure,  that  odioua  asibe  tax  wa«  to  the  fnrmen 


in  the  county  with  which  he  wuconnecled, 
they  would  rather  pay  the  tax  upon  profit*, 
with  other  traders,  than  submit  to  ibe  ar- 
bitrary rule  laid  down  in  ihia  hill  of  a 
fixed  tax  on  rent.  One  article  of  himiog 
pioduce  was  treated  with  especial  hvour 
as  an  article  of  trade,  and  why  not  other 
articles? 

The  Chancellor  of  itu  Eschegmer  sud, 
that  whatever  diflicultiee  existed  in  this 
bill  were  only  copies  of  those  in  the  former 
act,  and  certainly  of  all  the  parts  of  (he 
old  Income-tax  that  which  waa  least  com- 
plained of  was  the  mode  In  which  tbe 
farmers  were  assessed.  The  priacifdc 
adopted  was  conaidered  the  beat  calculated 
to  arrive  at  a  fair  and  correct  reaulL 

Lord  Wonletf,  much  aa  he  objected  to 
the  tax,  must  confess  that  the  farmers  be 
was  acquainted  with  would  rather  hate 
their  proportion  of  it  assessed  upon  tbeii 
rent,  than  to  have  to  submit  to  tbe  inqaiti- 
tion  necessary  to  imposmg  a  tax  on  ibeir 
profits,  which  naturally  depended  on  maD; 
varying  circumitaocea. 

Mr.  Hume  thought  the  right  boa.  tbe 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  bad  aBbrded 
a  striking  illustration  of  the  iojiislice  of 
the  whole  affair.  He  could  understand 
no  reason  why  blundeiB  in  legtalaiioa 
should  be  perpetuated  in  this  way. 

Bhtnk  filled  np  with  3^.  The  neit 
blank,  respecting  the  tax  on  lands,  Ac.  in 
Scotland,  was  filled  up  with  SJ.  The 
schedule  B  was  ordered  to  stand  part  of 
the  bill. 

On  the  proposal  of  schedule  C,  im- 
posing 7(/.  m  the  pound,  without  deduc- 
tion, on  all  profits  arising  from  annuities, 
dividends,  and  sharesof  annuities,  payable 
out  of  any  public  revenue, 

Mr.  Barmg  asked  whether  it  ms  pre- 
posed  to  tax  foreignen  holding  property 
in  our  funds  f 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  that  such  tran  tbe  in- 
tention, otherwise  much  fraud  and  evastoo 
might  take  place. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  he  should  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  subject  bcfon 
they  went  out  of  committee.  He  tboi^t 
(he  national  faith  was  involved  in  ^ 
question. 

Mr,  Uu«u  said,  that  in  laying  a  (u 
upon  enouitants  in  the  funds,  they  woeU 
be  violating  the  public  faith.  Tbe  Loan 
Act  exempted  the  public  dividends  fton 
taxation ;  and,  indeed,  it  would  be  pK- 
posterous  that  those  who  had  borroiwd 
money  should  tax  their  crediton.  c  by 
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On  the  qaHtioa  that  the  blank  be  filled 
up  with  the  word  "  aeven-peDce," 

Mr,  Rieardo  TOK  to  propoie  theamend- 
menta  of  which  he  hati  given  ootice,  hav- 
inglbr  their  object  to  proporlioo  the  laia- 
tioD  upon  terroinabie  and  life  annuitiei 
according  to  the  acale  aet  forth  in  the 
tables  as  follows : — 

"In  Schedule  C,  after  ttie  woid  ■  deduc- 
tion,' to  insett  '  save  and  except  all  luch  an- 
nuities payable  oat  of  any  public  reveuue  as 
shall  hare  beeo  granied  or  may  hereafter  be 
granted  for  definite  periods  of  time,  or  limited 
lerms  of  yean,  upon  all  which  last  described 
anouities  there  shall  be  charged  the  sereral 
SUins  set  forth  in  the  followiog  table ;  that  is 
to  say— when  the  price  of   the   3  per  cent. 

Set  aonun  Reduced  Bank  Anauities,  as  noli- 
*d  by  the  comraissioners  for  the  leduclion  of 
the  national  debt,  for  the  purposes  of  an  act 
passed  ID  the  lOthyeitof  the  lei^a  ofhis  Ma- 
jesty king  George  IV.,  cap.  34,  if  the  same  is 
deteiminable  in  a  period  compnted  from  the 
day  of  assessment, 

Shall  be  80  per  cent. 

and  under,  then  for 

oTerj;  20*.  of  term 

annuity, 

YuRS.        d. 
Under  i  „     ) 

From  S(o   4  ..  1 


41  to  52 

52  to  70 
70     .. 


If  86  per  cent.,  and 
under  93. 
Years. 
Under  2 
Vttm    2  to  4 

—  4io  r 

—  7  to  10 

—  10  to  13 

—  13  to  17 

—  17  to  21 

—  31to26 

—  26  to  31 

—  31  to  38 

—  3810  47 


47  to  60   . 
—     0Oto81    . 


If  above  80  per  cent. 
&  under  86  per  cent. 

YKAas.         d. 
Under  2  . .     j 

—       4  to    e    ..    1j 


—     16  to  19    . 


—    T5      ..      ..7 

If  93  per  cent,  and 
above. 

Years.  d. 

Under  2  . .     i 

From    3  to 


510    S    , 
8  toll 


..  3 


34  to  42  ■ 

42  to  51  . 

51  to  65  . 

69tO  S8  . 


granted,  upon  lives,  upon  all  of  which  last 
described  annuities  there  shall  be  charged 
the  several  suns  set  forth  as  follows,  vi^.: — 
a  the  price  of  the  3  per  cent,  per 
en  Reduced  Bank  Aonuilies  as  notified 
by  the  commissionen  for  the  redaction  of  the 
Dational  debt,  for  the  purposes  of  an  act 
passed  in  the  10th  George  4th,  cap.  24,  shall 
be  80  per  cent,  andonder,  then  for  evary  20t. 
of  life  annuity,  if  the  parly  during  whose  life 
the  annoily  is  payable  and  of  age  on  the  day 
leMtneot,  there  shall  be  charged — 

N4LIS. 
Years. 
Prom  15  to  30  . 


—  55  to  62    .. 

—  62  to  68   •- 

—  68  to  74    .. 

—  74  to  80    . . 

—  eo(oB7    .. 


FElItI.18. 

Years. 

d. 

FroD 

15  to  24 

■   9| 

34  to  38 

.   5 

38  to  48 

.  4} 

48  to  54 

.   4 

54  10  60 

■   H 

60  to  66 

.    3 

66  to  71 

■  H 

71  to  77 

.   2 

— 

77  to  85 

■   1} 

"  When  the  price  of  ibe  3  per  cents, 
shall  be  above  80  and  under  86  pe:  cent.  Iheo 
tbt  every  SOt.  of  Ufa  annuity : — 

Years. 

From  15  to  35  • 

—  25  Lo  38  . 

—  38  to  46  , 


—     87 


..  01 


Years. 

d. 

From  15  lo  20 

•  H 

~     30  to  34 

.  s 

—     34  lo  45 

■  *i 

—     45  10  53 

.  4 

—     5310  59 

■  H 

—    59  to  64 

.    3 

—    «41oT0 

■   2i 

—    70  10  76 

.   3 

—    7610  84 

.   IJ 

84  10  91    . 
91 


"  When  the  price  of  the  3  per  cent. 
per  annum  Reduced  Bank  Annuities  shell  be 
86  per  cent,  and  nnder  93  per  cent.,  then  for 
every  30t.  of  life  annuity,  if  the  parly  during 
whose  life  the  annuity  is  payable,  and  of  an 
age  on  the  day  of  assessment,  then  shall  be 
charged— 


"  And  save  and  eacept  all  soeh  annuities 

Cyabte  o«l  of  any  public  revenna  as  shall 
n  been   gnwtM,   or  may  heieaflei  be 


Yeais. 

From  15  10  30 

—    30  to  49 

■   4* 

—    42  10  50 

—     50  to  57 

—    5710  63 

—    63  10  69 

■   «J 

"  When  Ibe  price  shall  be  93  per  cent,  and 
above,  then  fnr  every  aot.  of  life  annuity,  if 
the  parlj  during  whose  life  the  annuity  is 
payable,  and  of  an  age  on  the  day  of  asseas- 
meul,  there  shall  be  charged— 
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31  (o  41 
41  to  49 
49  to  56 


■   01 


Years. 

From  1 9  to  25  . 

—  2S  to  36  , 

—  38  t9  48  . 

—  48  10  55  . 

—  55  to  61  , 

—  ei  to  67  , 


:  anf  teim 
I  dul;  of 
iocome  of 


"And  for  all  purposes  of  this  a 
or  life  annuitj  chargeable  with 
Sl.  7t.  6d.  ahait  be  estimated  as  a 
1501.  per  annum." 

The  hon.  Gentleman  said,  that  the  right 
hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
mid  last  year  that  if  the  debt  had  been 
diminished  no  credit  was  due  to  the  late 
Government,  but  to  those  who  had  adopted 
the  system  of  tenninable  annuities, 
should,  however,  ■  be  remerabeted,  that 
though  this  might  have  been  used  as  a 
nnking  fund  for  the  diminution  of  the 
debt,  the  charge  to  the  countiy  was 
creased.  If  tenninable  annuities  n 
made  at  twelve  years'  purchase,  at  the  end 
of  ten  years  they  would  be  woTth  only  two 
yean*  purchase,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man took  as  credit  the  difference  from 
twelve  years  to  two.  Did  not  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  himself  admit  that  ter- 
minable annuities  were  hut  the  repayments 
of  principal,  and  would  he  now  turn  round 
upon  the  holders  and  pronounce  them 
come  ?  If  this  tax  pressed  heavily  upon 
terminable  annuities,  it  fell  with  equal 
weight  upon  life  annuities.  If  an  old  man 
of  eighty  exchanged  a  permanent  annuity 
of  ml-  a  year  for  a  life  annuity  of  259/,, 
the  propoeed  measure  would  reduce  the 
amount  to  252/.  Now,  he  asked,  would 
the  Government  continue  to  issue  a  paper 
of  this  kind,  promising  259L,  when  they 
only  gave  252/.  ?  In  taxing  these  life  and 
tenninable  annuities  they  were  about  to 
commit  an  injustice  by  means  of  the  trust 
which  had  been  reposed  in  their  credit  and 
good  faith ;  and  he  called  upon   them 


abstain  from   it,   not  because  the  : 


njury 


would  affect  lai^  and  wealthy  institutions, 
hue  thousands  of  itidividuiUi  who  were 
placed  at  their  mercy.  He  could  not 
understand  the  argument  for  refusing  re- 
dreaa  of  injustice  on  account  of  the  incon- 
venience and  trouble  it  would  cost.  If 
they  adopted  that  sort  of  arm-chair  legis- 
lation there  would  be  no  end  to  the 
injury  they  would  inflict  upon  the  public. 
Why  not  confiscate  8,000,000/.    of  the 


most  accessible  property  at  once.  It  wonld 
be  a  more  simple  proceeding,  and  very 
little  more  unjust  or  arbitrary.  The 
assessment  of  terminable  annnibea  wu  b 
breach  of  faith  defensible  by  no  aigumrait, 
and  only  depending  on  an  arbitrary  will 
backed  by  a  large  majority.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  proposed  his  Hmendmeut. 

The  Chancellor  of  tke  Excheqtter  had 
not  expected  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
would  have  moved  his  amendment  on  this 
part  of  the  bill.  He  thought  the  propo- 
sition now  made  went  on  grounds  that 
were  entirely  erroneous.  He  did  not 
admit  with  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  the 
measure  proposed  by  Government  would 
be  a  breach  of  the  contract  entered  into 
with  the  annuitants  at  the  time  when  the 
annuities  were  granted,  or  that  it  was  aae 
which  they  were  not  fully  prepared  to 
expect  would  be  made  when  the  public 
necessities  required  it.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man bad  stated  that  the  case  was  entirely 
without  precedent,  but  he  was  decidedly 
wrong,  for  on  all  the  several  occasionB  oa 
which  an  income  or  pn^rty-tax  had  been 
formerly  imposed,  no  distinction  had  been 
made  between  the  bolder  of  a  public  sn- 
nuity  which  was  to  continue  for  ever,  and 
the  holder  of  a  public  annuity  which  wu 
to  last  for  the  shortest  period.  Tbe  queUion 
had  come  before  the  House  on  the  first 
discussion  of  the  Income-tax.  There  were 
then  aonuities  outstanding  as  at  preaent, 
long  annuities  and  Ufe  annuities,  but  in 
neiUier  of  those  cases  did  the  House  think 
there  was  any  ground  for  exempting  the 
holders  from  taxation,  and  he  hoped  that 
no  such  precedent  would  now  be  established. 
The  whole  difficulty  of  the  question  and 
the  force  of  the  argument  used  by  the  hoo. 
Gentleman  arose  from  the  circumstance  of 
this  being  a  temporary  tax,  imposed  for  ■ 
limited  period.  The  hon.  Gentleman  could 
not  deny,  if  the  Income-tax  were  to  be 
perpetual,  that  there  would  be  no  injuatice 
whatever  in  taking  the  same  amount  from 
the  annuitant  for  a  term  of  years  as  from 
who  held  a  permanent  income  ; 
for,  though  during  the  yean  for  which  faia 
annuity  lasted,  the  former  might  pay  a 
large  amount,  yet,  the  tax  would  fallmwe 
heavily,  in  the  end,  on  the  permanent 
annuity.  Thus,  an  annuitant  receiving  10 
per  cent,  for  ten  consecutive  years,  would 
not  have  paid  so  much  to  the  Government 

the  end  of  forty  years  as  one  who 
received  3  per  cent,  during  that  period. 
Had  the  imposition  of  the  Income-tax,  be 
would  aik,  cauied  ■  fall  in  the  value  of 
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tbose  annuities  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
aaid  were  to  be  so  lerioualy  taxed  }  He 
had  made  specific  iDquiries  as  to  what  had 
been  the  effect  on  the  market  price  of 
aRDuities  in  the  city  consequent  oq  the 
declaiatioD  that  it  was  not  intended  to 
exempt  them  from  the  charge.  He  would 
have  brought  with  him  a  document  con- 
taising  a  itatement  of  the  precise  facts  had 
he  known  that  this  amendment  would  now 
have  been  brought  forward.  He  found 
that  the  rise  in  the  price  of  annuities  hod 
been  equivalent  to  the  rise  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  other  funded  property 
of  the  counli;.  If,  therefore,  these  an- 
nuitants, who  felt  tberaielves  no  grievously 
affected  by  the  present  measure,  wished  to 
relieve  themselves  from  all  poaaible  in 
venience  they  had  the  opportunity  of 
vertinK  the  stock  into  another  species  of 
funded  property,  and  pladng  themselves  it 
the  pleasant  situation,  as  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man seemed  to  think  it,  of  holding  a  per- 
manent annuity.  He  knew  that  some  of 
the  men  most  skilful  in  monetary  concerns 
in  this  country  had,  within  a  very  few 
days,  mode  many  large  purchases  of  these 
annuities,  notwithstanding  all  the  im- 
pending danger  of  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man spoke.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
apposite  stated,  on  a  former  occasion,  the 
extreme  difficult  they  would  have  if  they 
made  a  distinction  in  the  amount  of  tax- 
ation BcoMding  to  the  duration  of  incomes 
ia  the  hands  of  individuals.  The  larger 
proportion  of  annuttiea  were  not  of  a  per- 
manent character,  as  was  the  case,  for 
instance,  with  the  holder  of  an  estate  who 
possesKd  hut  a  life  interest  in  it-  It  was 
certainly  a  dangerous  principle  to  fay  that 
the  amount  of  tax  should  be  proportioned 
to  the  duration  of  the  income,  for  on  the 
Mme  ground!  as  those  put  forward  by  the 
hon-  Gentleman  the  holders  of  life  incomes 
derived  from  professions  and  other  sources 
might  also  lay  claim  to  exemption. 

Mr.  Ricardo  observed,  that  the  actual 
price  of  annuities  in  the  market  was  equal 
to  somewhat  under  70  Consols. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
be  had  spoken  of  the  comparative  rise  in 
the  pricea  of  umuities  and  other  species  of 
funded  property.  Taking  the  price  of  the 
fundi  previom  to  the  announcement  of  the 
property-tax  and  the  price  of  annuities, 
and  t^ng  both  at  the  present  time,  it 
would  he  round  that  the  rise  in  the  price 
of  each  description    of  stock  was  about 

Hr.  F,  Simlh  Omtni,  that  aU  tha 


right  hon.  Gentleman  (the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer)  appeared  to  be  able  to 
urge  against  the  amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  was,  that  he  was  totally  unpre- 
pared to  find  him  bringing  it  forward  at 
that  stage  of  the  bill.  That  at  the  b«rt 
was  a  very  lame  excuse,  but  even  bad  as  it 
was  it  could  not  be  accepted,  for  the  hon. 
Member  had  given  notice  of  Iiis  iniontion 
to  move  his  amendment  at  precisely  that 
part  of  the  bill,  and  at  the  very  word  at 
which  lie  had  propmed  it  to  he  inserted, 
namely,  in  line  3  of  Schedule  C,  so  that 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  hod  any 
documents  to  produce,  whereby  he  would 
have  refuted  the  arsuments  of  the  hon. 
Member,  he  hod  had  ample  time  for  their 
production.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
however,  bad  refused  to  modify  tbe  clause 
by  agreeing  to  the  introduction  of  the 
amendment,  and  his  only  teasoit  for  re- 
fusing  to  do  so  was,  because  it  was  Im- 
possible to  avoid  commitring  a  certain 
amount  of  injustice  by  the  bill,  and  it  was 
impossible  to  remedy  this  evil  in  all  the 
instances  in  which  it  could  be  shown  to 
exist,  therefore  he  would  not  do  it  in  the 
present  case.  The  terms  upon  which  the 
bargain  was  struck  with  the  present  holders 
of  terminable  annuities,  were  such  as  ought, 
in  equity,  to  exempt  their  holders  mmi 
being  subjected  to  the  same  tax  as  that 
imposed  oq  permanent  annuities,  for  by 
the  arrangement  made  thero  would  be 
4,000,000/-  of  interest  on  ihe  national 
debt  cancelled  at  the  expiration  of  fourteen 
yean,  whereas  had  the  terminable  annui- 
tants retained  thnr  former  position  as 
holders  of  dividends  they  would  have 
escaped  a  very  large  portion  of  the  tax 
which  it  was  now  proposed  to  impose  on 
them.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
asserted  that  the  proposed  tax  had  not 
lowered  the  price  in  die  market  of  ter- 
minable annuities,  but  this  had  been 
denied ;  and  moreover,  if  true,  it  was  no 
proof  of  the  justice  of  the  tax,  for  the 
steadiness  of  the  quotations  might  have 
been  maintained  by  a  belief  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  nut  persevere  in  carrying 
this  part  of  the  bill  into  effect  when  the 
gross  injustice  of  it  should  have  been 
pointed  out.  He  dncerely  trusted  the 
bon.  Member  would  take  the  sense  of  the 
House  upon  his  amendment. 

Viscount  Hounck  admitted  there  would 
be  great  difficulty  in  apportioning  taxadoD 
to  the  previous  expectation  of  the  parties  j 
but  ha  thought  his  hon.  Friend  had  suc- 
oeedcd   in  uowing  that  ipedal  groundt 


y  Google 


O'Brien,  J. 
O'Brien,  W.  S. 
O'Conoell.M.J. 
CConaelL  J. 
Ogle,  S.  C.  U. 
Parker,  J. 
PecheU,  C»pt. 
Philipi.  U. 
Plomridge,  Cftpt. 


1 107  fnamu-UuC"  {COMMONS} 

axistsd  in  tUa  caie.  After  indudiiK  pas-  :  0|Briei),  C. 
MMOts  of  perniBneDt  annuities  to  exuiange  ""* 
them  for  tcrmiiiBUe  annuitiei,  in  order  to 
diminiih  the  puUic  debt,  it  would  be  am- 
traijr  to  all  senae  of  justice  now  to  impon 
upOD  them  additinnal  taxes- 
Mr.  PhiHp  Howard  bad  oppoKd  u 
inex]pedient,  and  as  not  justified  t^  present 
neceMitj.  the  impoaition  of  an  Income 
tax,  but  tbe  Houae  having  oliherwiae 
decided,  be  could  not  thinli  a  ^item  of 
exemptiona  either  jutt  or  politic.  It  waa 
imposable  in  practice  to  draw  nice  dia- 
tinctioiitwithoutcreatinggrievanGei  greater 
than  thooe  nbich  it  was  migbt  to  remedy. 
If  the  Inoom^lax  were  unequal  in  ita 
pTMBiiB,  if  not  extended  with  aearching 
severity  to  all,  the  Honae  would  become 
involved  in  an  interminable  labyrinth  of 
inoonidstenaea.  Hon.  Memben  might  op- 
pose the  prindple  of  the  meaaure,  but  to 
the  details  of  tlut  whidi  waa  submitted  by 
her  Majeaty's  Government,  be  did  not  aee 
anywell  founded  objection. 

The  committee  divided  on  the  queation 
that  words  priKNiaed  by  Mr.  Ricudo  be 
added:  — Ayea  117;  Noes  253:  — H»- 
jotity  186. 
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progress.     Committee  to  sit  again. 
House  adjourned. 
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Turoor,  C. 
Vere.SirC.  B. 
Verner,  Col. 
Vernon,  G.  H. 
ViTian.  J.  E. 
Walsh,  Sir  J.  B. 
Welby,  G.  E. 
Wilbrahun,  hon.  R.B. 
Williams,  T.  P. 
Wodehouae,  E. 
Wood,  Col. 
Wood,  Col.  T. 
Woriley,  hoa.J.S. 
Wyodham,  Col.  C. 
Wynn,rl.hn.C.W.W. 
Yorke,  boo.  E.  T. 
Young,  J. 


Bj  thi  Dukfi  of  Bucdwgh,  fton 
llw  AgricuKunI  Sodctj  of  NlUlvUe,  In  thi  onintT  of 
"     ~         "        I  Itw  ApkolMnd  li 


SoUTHVARE    IkPROTBMEXT    (NO. 

Bill.]    Mr.  R.  Palmer  moved  tbe  re- 
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■iimptHHi  of  the  adjonrRed  debate  od  the 
clause  of  ibe  Southwark  ImproTement  Bill 
which  he  bad  proposed  on  Tueiday  last. 
QuesiioD  again  put  that  the  clause  be  read 
a  secoDd  time. 

Mr.  Lamhlon  having  presented  ao 
impotxant  petition  from  many  church  lease- 
holders in  the  county  of  Durham,  prayrnf 
the  Legislature  not  to  sanction  any  com' 
puliory  sale  of  church  leasehold  property 
vithout  a  clause  to  ensure  compensatioa 
Id  the  church  lessees  for  their  right  of 
renewal,  must  contend  that  this  was  the 
most  proper  and  fitting  time  (o  dis- 
cuss ibe  important  principle  iarulved  in 
this  bill:  for  this  bill  wu  the  6rst  at' 
tempt  in  the  new  Parliament  to  upset — tt 
reverse  the  most  important  decisions 
that  took  place  in  the  last  Parliament, 
with  regard  to  the  principle  of  compen- 
sation to  church  lessees,  for  their  right 
of  renewal ;  and  it  was  clear  that  if  this 
bill  passed  without  such  a  clause  as  was 
DOW  asked,  it  would  be  used  as  a  dan- 
gerous precedeot  for  future  (iolaiioni  of  the 
iple  '    " 
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principle  in  future  legislation  ;  and  it  wonld 
be  seen  bow  very  important  this  subject 
was,  and  how  very  large  the  amount  of 
property  was,  tbsl  might  be  affected,  when 
he  reminded  the  House  that  the  average 
annual  rental  of  the  church  leases  was 
1,323,000/.,  and  that  not  only  thousands 
but  hundreds  of  thousands  were  laid  out 
expressly  on  the  faith  of  this  renewal. 
He  particularly  called  upon  all  thoiie 
Memben  of  the  new  Parliament  who  were 
not  in  the  lest,  to  observe  what  were  the 
decisions  of  the  last  Parliament  on  thi 
subject.  On  the  Irish  Temporalities  Bil 
—it  was  a^ed  in  the  debate  on  the  great 
church-rate  proposition  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment, when  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer admitted  the  principle ;  and  it  was 
ably  and  admirably  argued  by  the  present 
Solicitor-general  and  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Kipou — it  was  minutely  en- 
<}nired  into  by  the  church-leate  committee, 
when  able  witneiKS  were  examined  from 
all  parts  of  the  country — and  one  of  them 
was  so  important  as  to  induire  him  to  read 
one  of  bis  answers.  Mr.  Hodgson,  Re- 
ceiver-general to  the  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury, and  Auditor  to  the  Bishop  of 
London,  waa  asked  this  question  — : 

"  You  have  found,  in  your  own  experience 
that  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money  is  a 
great  excess  above  the  value  of  the  lease,  com- 
patad  as  an  annuity .'" 

Aoiwer:— 


"  I  should  lay,  that  the  church  property  I 
have  sold,  1  sold  with  some  increase  of  ralae, 
by  there  being  cunildered  a  sort  of  tacit  con- 
sent  allowed  by  the  lawyen  and  the  public — 
what  is  termed  the  tenants'  righi  of  renewal ;  I 
fiod  it  even  spoken  of  in  the  law  books." 

The  hoi).  Member  then  quoted  fron 
Wood  fall's  Landlord  and  Tenant,  and  from 
Butler's  Notes  on  Coke  upon  Littletoo,  lo 
show  the  very  important  light  in  which  the 
highest  authorities  of  law-books  regarded 
this  subject.  This  principle  waa  again 
discussed  in  the  Fartiham  Rectory  caae, 
when  the  noble  Lord,  the  present  Secrelair 
for  the  Colonies,  ably  advocated  the  princi- 
ple; and  lastly,  this  very  Southwark  Im- 
provement Bill,  with  the  very  clause  of 
compensation,  passed  this  House,  but 
was  not  discussed  by  the  Lords  on  ac- 
count of  Ibe  dissolution  of  ParliamenL 
He  did  nut  pretend  to  argoe  the  questkm 
as  a  lawyer ;  but  he  did  pretend  to 
take  a  common  sense  view,  and  a  common 
Justice  view  of  the  question — and  wbat 
was  it?  Why,  here  were  parties  coming 
to  this  House  to  ask  for  a  compulsory  sale 
of  church  leasehold  property.  The  church 
lessees  say — "  If  you  take  our  properly, 
give  us  the  fair  marketable  value  of  oar  pro- 
perty :  this  right  of  renewal  lias  a  disiinc 
marketable  value :  and  therefore  we  aak 
for  it."  And  it  surely  would  be  a  manifeat 
gross  injustice  to  refuse  tbem  this  demand. 
They  cannot  get  it  by  a  common  compen- 
sation clause :  it  had  been  tried  before  : 
it  was  tried  in  the  case  of  the  Liverpool 
and  Manchester  Railway  Company  in 
1837.  There  was  no  difference  of  opi- 
nion among  the  judges  as  tn  the  mar« 
ketable  value  of  the  right  of  renewal ;  bat 
as  it  was  not  what  is  called  a  strict  legal 
interest,  and  as  the  clause'  of  the  act  of 
Parliament  was  not  sufficiently  compre- 
hensive, the  judges  could  not  decide  in 
favour  of  the  church  lessee  ;  but  Mr.  Jti»- 
tice  Littledale  said, — 

There  are  no  words  in  this  act  sufficimllf 
compreheiuive  to  include  an  interest  of  this 
description  :  there  were  such  in  the  Hnngw 
ford  Market  Act." 

Now  the  case  of  this  Hungeiford  Market 
IS  an  important  illustration  for  what  the 
House  was  now  discussing.  The  claimant 
insisted  on  his  compensation  for  the  "  right 
of  good-will" — all  the  judges  gave  it  in  hU 
favour,  because  the  clause  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament  was  suflSciently  comprehensive 
to  allow  them  lo  do  so,  it  is  lemaikaUe 
to  MO  bow  evidently  anngiu  tbe  jodgfli    ;; 
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were  to  do  juitice  to  thii  pecniiar  kind  ot 
interest,  when  the  act  of  Parliament 
allowed  them.  The  right  of  g;ood  will 
ii  a  similar  kind  of  intereat  to  the  right 
of  renewal — a  practical  intereit,  but  not 
a  strictly  le^l  interest ;  but  the  riglit  of 
renewal  rests  on  much  stronger  grounds ; 
because  it  rests  on  the  uniform  practice 
of  three  centuries,  and  is  upheld  b;  dif- 
ferent acts  of  Parliament.  Upon  the 
Hungerford  Market  cate,  Mr.  Justice  Lit- 
tledale  says, — 

"  It  is  perhaps  strictly  trae  there  may  be  do 
interest  m  a  good-will;  but  we  know  that 
there  is  practically  such  an  inlereil,  which  is 
usually  s  subject  of  sale ;  that  interest  the 
Legislature  seems  to  hare  contemplated  in 
this  sectioD," 

All  the  judges  agreed.  It  is  clearly 
the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  conlemplele 
and  guard  with  the  greatest  carefulness, 
all  such  peculiar  interests  as  these.  It  is 
the  peculiar  province  of  the  House  to  see 
that  in  these  private  acts  no  injustice  is 
done  10  any  one.  Lord  Eldon  had  ex- 
pressed a  Temarkable  opinion  on  this 
Kint :  and  doubtless  Lord  Cot  ten  ham  and 
rd  Lyndhurst  would  apree  with  it.  It 
was  in  some  case,  in  1824,  when  some 
individual  went  before  him  on  account  of 
an  injustice  done  to  him  by  a  private  act. 
Lord  EldoD  thus  apeaki  of  private  acu  of 
Parliament  :— 

"  When  I  look  upon  these  sets  of  Parlia- 
raent,  I  regard  Ihem  all  in  the  light  or  con- 
tracts made  by  the  Legislature,  on  behalf  of 
every  person  iulerealed  in  any  thing  to  be  done 
under  them ;  and  I  hare  no  hesitation  in 
asserting,  that  unless  that  principle  is  applied 
in  construing  statutes  or  this  description,  they 
become  instrameott,  of  greater  oppreuion  than 
anytbiag  in  the  whale  ivsten  of  administraiioo 
under  our  constitution. 

Apply  this  to  the  case  before  the  House. 
The  Legislature  is  called  upon  to  make 
this  contract,  so  that  the  diurch  lessees 
■hall  have  the  same  marketable  value  for 
iheir  property  that  they  would  have  had 
if  the  proposed  act  had  not  passed.  The 
hot).  Meraber,  after  calling  upon  the 
House  to  support  the  principle,  observed 
that  he  should  propose  to  alter  a  good  deal 
of  the  wording  of  the  clause  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Berkshire. 

The  Spaaitr  informed  the  hon.  Member 
that  he  could  not  then  propose  his  amend- 
ment. 

Captain  Fitxroy  said,  it  was  undoubt- 
edly  the  anxious  intention  of  the 
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mittee  to  do  the  follesl  jiuliee  to  th« 
lessees.  The  jury  clause,  ne  conceived, 
proved  this.    That  clause  set  foith- 

"  That  if  any  dispute  shall  arise  as  to  the 
value  of  such  houses  with  the  commiisioDers, 
or  if  any  dispute  thall  arise  with  the  said  com. 
missioners,  as  to  the  value  of  any  interest 
therein,  the  same  shall  be  decided  by  a  jury 
sumiDoned  for  that  purpose." 

Now,  when  those  cases  were  brought 
before  a  jury  of  honest  men,  was  it  not  a 
sufficient  warrant,  that  they  would  take 
into  full  consideration  the  probability  of 
the  renewal  of  those  leases,  and  that  they 
would  award  proportiooatecotnpensalion? 
Much  had  been  said  about  marketable 
value,  and  the  words  were  introduced  in 
the  proposed  amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Durham  (Mr,  Lambton). 
But  were  there  not  two  marketablB  values  ? 
Might  not  the  property  be  taken  into  the 
market  with  a  distinct  understanding,  that 
a  renewal  of  the  leases  would  be  granted 
— or  might  it  not  be  brought  into  the 
market  with  a  distinct  notification,  that 
the  Bishop  refused  to  renew  the  leases  1 
And  he  should  like  to  know  whether  in 
the  latter  case,  the  marketable  value  would 
not  be  very  different  from  the  marketable 
value  in  the  former,  although,  according 
to  the  amendment,  the  marketable  value 
was  to  be  set  down  at  the  same  amount 
as  if  this  bill  had  not  passed.  He  should 
oppose  the  clause,  as  he  deemed  it  unne- 
cessary, 

Mr.  Thetiger  said,  as  the  hon.  and  gal< 
lant  Member  who  had  juit  sat  down,  had 
declared,  that  it  was  the  anxious  intentioa 
of  the  committee  to  give  to  the  lessees 
every  fair  and  just  advaotsge  which  they 
could  claim,  he  could  not  see  why  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  should  object 
to  (he  clause  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Berkshire,  which  only  went  to  carry  out 
the  principle  of  due  compensation.  It 
was  said,  that  this  bill  was  intended  to 
effect  a  great  public  improvement.  Now, 
as  the  bill  stood,  it  appeared  to  him,  that 
it  was  calculated  1o  work  much  injustice, 
and,  in  his  opinion,  if  a  measure  having 
public  improvement  for  its  object,  could 
not  be  cairied  into  effect,  without  inflict- 
ing injustice  on  individuals,  it  wonld  be 
better  to  abandon  it. 

Lord  Q.  rSmersetaaid,  he  should  prefer 
the  clause  as  it  was  proposed  to  be 
amended  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Durham  (Mr.  Lambton),  and  he,  there- 
fore, wished  to  have  tbe  canton  of  the 
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Speaker  whelher  it  oould  be  subatitnted 
for  that  before  the  Home. 

Tbe  ^akar  aaid,  that  notice  ahould 
have  been  KiveD  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Durham otbis  iatention  to  propose 
the  clauK.  It  was  impotiitile  to  receiTe 
the  clauie  nov,  but  if  the  Uouie  ihould 
auent  to  the  second  reading  of  the  one 
before  them,  it  would  be  poaaible  to  amend 
it  in  aoch  a  manner,  as  to  make  it  like 
that  proposed  bjr  the  hoa.  Member  for 
North  Durham  ;  or  further  proceedingson 
tbe  present  clause  might  be  adjourned,  and 
another  brought  forward  alter  piopei 
notice. 

Sir  R.  Inglii  said,  he  taw  no  reason  for 
giving  to  the  corapUining  parties  in  this 
cue  any  greater  right  than  the  law  at 
present  gave  them.  If  a  wrong  were 
committed,  for  such  wrong  the  law  pro- 
vided a  remedy.  It  could  not  be  said, 
that  in  this  country  there  was  any  wrong 
without  a  remedy.  But  those  who  sup- 
ported tbe  clause  would  not  only  leave  to 
these  parties  the  benefit  of  the  operation 
of  tbe  existing  law,  but  would  grant  to 
them  B  right  which  tbe  law  never  intended 
or  contemplated.  He  knew  with  what  an 
iDvidiooB  feeling  ohurch  property  was 
viewed  by  many  eyes  in  that  Hoate.  Bui, 
let  him  remind  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  who  had  obeered  whan  it  was 
Btated,  that  the  Church  received  annually 
1,300,000Z.  that  mnch  of  that  property 
was  in  tbe  hands  of  lay  lessees — that  it 
did  not,  by  any  means,  all  go  to  the 
Church  and  tbe  hierarchy — that  gentle- 
men in  blue  coats,  as  well  as  in  black 
coats  were  interested  in  it.  He  could  not 
conceive  why  any  additional  power  should 
be  granted  to  those  parties  to  profit,  espe- 
cially by  that  property.  If  they  possessed 
a  tight,  wbicb  the  law  conferred  on  them, 
why,  lat  them  use  it :  but  be  couid  see  ao 
reason  why  a  special  law  ahould  be  made 
in  their  favour.  In  conclusion,  he  would 
obaerve,  that  it  was  contrary  to  all  prece- 
dents, in  casea  of  this  nature,  to  take  a 
private  bill  out  of  the  hands  of  its  pro- 
moters, for  tbe  purpose  of  introducing  a 
clause  of  which  tbey  wholly  disapproved. 

Sir  T.  Wilde  said,  the  boo.  Baronet 
called  on  tbe  House  not  to  give  to  those 
parties  a  right  that  was  not  now  in  eiisU 
encfl ;  and  ha  bad  quoted  a  maxim  which 
sounded  very  wall,  but  which  few  prac- 
tical lawyers  would  admit  to  be  a  correct 
one,— namely,  that  there  was  no  wrong 
without  a  tvaedy,    Now,  the  <^^neiiu 


of  this  bill  demanded  nothing  of  the  kind; 
they  did  not  require,  that  any  new  right 
should  be  given  to  these  parties.  All  tbej 
said  was,  *'  Leave  tbe  posseasor*  of  tbesa 
church  leases  as  they  are,  and  they  ask  for 
no  further  right."  The  question  wai 
not  to  give  them  a  ri^t  Ihey  did  not 
now  possess ;  but  the  real  queatioo  was, 
"  Will  you  take  from  them  their  property 
at  less  than  its  full  and  just  vatne?" — 
that  value  which  the  property  was  likely 
to  command,  when  it  was  brou^l  into 
the  market  in  connection  with  a  promise 
of  renewal  that  was  never  refosed.  If  the 
promoters  of  the  bill  were  anxious  to  efTect 
a  great  public  improvement,  why  should 
those  parties  who  were  interested  in  this 
property  be  saddled  with  tbe  expeasa  of 
It  ?  The  lessees  had  no  legal  right  against 
the  Church  ;  but  the  mterest  of  the 
Church  was  at  present  their  security  ;  and 
that  security  would  cease,  if  this  bill  were 
passed.  He  could  not  look  at  the  claims 
of  these  parlies  in  the  light  of  compensa- 
tion for  an  imaginary  right.  They  de- 
manded the  price  of  an  article :  (hey 
demanded,  that  their  property  should  not 
be  taken  away,  without  receiving  tbe  fall 
value  for  it. 

The  Solkitor-Oeneral  said,  that  he  was 
not  disposed  to  vote  for  the  clause  that 
had  been  printed  and  circulated  with  tbe 
votes,  but  he  concurred  in  the  subataatial 
part  of  (he  clause  of  (he  hon.  Member  for 
Durham.  He  would  soggest,  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Berkshire  abonld  with- 
draw tbe  clause,  and  bring  upanimended 
clause  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill. 

Motion  to  read  the  clause  a  aeoood 
lime,  withdrawn, 

Ciaose  withdrawn. — 'Purthar  proceed- 
ings ot>  the  third  reading  of  tha  bill  poac- 
poned. 

EUCTIOM  COHMtTTBBS— WlTWUBM-l 

Mr.  Divett  wished  to  oonsalt  tbt  ri^t 
hon.  Baronet  (Sir  R.  Peel)  as  to  «  qnee- 
tion  of  tbe  proper  construclion  of  tbe  7 lit 
clause  of  the  Controverted  Electien  Peti- 
tions Trial  Act,  before  the  eoaamiltee  oa 
the  Lichfield  election,  of  which  be  was 
chairman.  It  had  been  foend,  that  tbe 
attendance  of  certain  persons  as  witnetsea 
was  required,  those  peraoes  being  at  pre- 
sent prisoners  in  her  Majesty's  gaols  of 
Newgale  and  the  Fleet.  Ihey  were  staled 
to  be  importsnt  witnesses,  and  the  qeea- 
tion  was,  whether  it  was  competent  fer 
tbe  chairman  under  tbt  section  be  bed,-, 
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mentiODed,  to  iMue  bis  BDmmoni  for  the 
alteDdance  of  those  persona  to  gire 
deDCB  befoifl  the  committee.  Some  of  the 
suthoritiet  about  the  Hoaie  whom  be  bad 
Gonmltecl,  were  clearly  of  opioion,  that  the 
diairmaa  of  an  electioD  committee  had 
■uch  power;  while  other  peisoui  of  great 
authontj  thought  that  there  was  ooUiing 
ia  the  act  to  enable  a  chairman  to  issue  a 
■ummoni  ia  such  a  case,  but  they  thonght 
that  the  proper  mode  of  proceeding  was, 
that  according  to  the  ancient  practice,  the 
chairman  should  report  to  the  House,  and 
that  the  Speaker  wonld  then,  hy  order  of 
tbe  Hoasei  issue  his  warrant  to  bring  up 
the  witnesses.  Under  these  circamstances, 
he  had  thought  it  better  to  bring  the  mat- 
ter under  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
and  be  he^ed,  therefore,  to  ask  the  right 
boo.  Genlleman  (Sir  R,  Peel)  what  was 
the  propetconalructioDof  the  71st  clause? 
In  compliance  witb  tbe  forma  of  tbe  Hoi 
he  moved — 


"  HiBi  Mr,  Speaker  do  issue  his  warrant  to 
tbe  keeperorharMsjestj's  gaol  of  Newgate  lo 
brioff  up  Thomas  tirew,  a  prisoner  in  the  said 
gaol,  to-niorrow,  in  order  that  he  niight  attend 
and  ^re  evidence  before  tbe  Lichfield  Elec- 
tion Committee,  and  BO  from  time  to  lime,  as 
often  as  his  attendance  may  be  wanted." 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  that  be  delivered  an 
opinion  on  the  point  witb  tbe  greateat 
diffidence,  particularly  as  he  had  not  had 
a  monteat  to  consider  it  in.  However,  he 
ibonght  tbe  ban.  Gentleman  had  uken 
the  belt  conrM,  because  the  clause  spoke 
<^  any  person  summoned  by  tbe  said  com- 
miltaoi  or  by  the  warrant  of  the  Speaker. 
As  it  appeared  to  him,  tbe  summons  of  the 
chairman  would  hardly  be  a  sufficient  au- 
thority to  the  keeper  of  Newgate  to  bring 
up  a  priionet  to  give  evidence  ;  it  must 
be  done,  he  thought,  by  the  Speaker's 
warrant.  Tbe  act  did  not  appear  to  him 
to  contemplate  the  case  of  a  person  being 
DMMsary  as  a  witness  wbo  was  already  in 
custody.  It  ^ipeared,  however,  that  cases 
bad  formerly  occurred  where  witnesses, 
who  wen  in  prison,  were  required  to  be 
braaght  op,  tod  that  it  had  been  done  by 
tbe  Speaker'B  warrant.  Having,  as  he  had 
•aid,  bad  do  time  to  consider  the  question, 
be  apoke  with  great  diffidence,  but  he 
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The  SoUeitor-QenenU  said,  that  Iha 
gaoler  was  in  the  habit  of  obeying  the 
orders  of  that  House  conveyed  through 
the  Speaker ;  and,  no  doubt,  if  the  sum- 
mons were  not  obeyed,  the  Hpuse  would 
treat  the  disobedience  as  a  contempt. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

It  was  ordered  on  this,  and  on  a  similar 
case,  on  the  motion  of  Hr,  Oivett,  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  That  the  keeper  of  ber  Hajesty'i  gaol  of 
Newgate  do  bring  Thomu  Grew  in  safe  cus- 
tody to-morrow,  to  Ibe  lelecl  committee  apa 
Sainted  by  this  House  to  try  and  determine 
le  matter  of  Ibe  Lichfield  Election  Petition, 
in  order  lo  his  being  examined  ai  a  witness, 
and  go  from  lime  lo  time  as  often  as  his  at- 
tendance shall  be  thought  necessary;  and  that 
Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his  wsfrant  acoordingly. 

"That  the  warden  of  the  Fleet  prison  do 
bring  Francis  Sharralt  in  safe  custody  to- 
morrow, to  the  select  committee  appointed 
by  this  Uouse  to  try  and  determine  the  matler 
of  the  Lichfield  Blection  Petition,  in  order  lo 
his  being  examined  as  a  witness,  and  so  from 
lime  to  time  bb  often  as  his  attendance  shall  be 
thought  necessary ;  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  do 
issoe  his  warrant  accordingly.'' 

SaUTBAKPTON  ELECTION  CoHHITTBR 

— Mk.  Flbmixo.]  Mr,  Redington  ap* 
peared  at  the  bar,  and  laported  from  tbe 
select  committee  appointed  to  try  and 
datarmine  tha  merits  of  tbe  petilioas, 
complaining  of  an  undne  dectim  and  n- 
tum  for  the  borongh  of  Sonthampton, 

That  John  Fleming,  Esq.,  a  Member  of 
this  House,  in  tha  coniaa  of  esaninatioa  be- 
fore the  comaittee,  bad  refused  lo  answer  a 
Kieitionput  to  him  by  counsel,  on  the  ground 
at  "  it  would  be  a  betrayal  of  confidence, 
which  would  be  improper  and  dishonourable 
on  his  pari,  and  degradms  to  him  as  a  gentle, 
man,  and  that  he  could  not  conceive  how  his 
answer  to  tbe  question  could, in  anyway,aflect 
this  investigation ;"  and  itat  ibe  oammittee 
having  decided,  that  the  witness  ooatd  not  re- 
fuse to  answer  tha  question  on  the  groniids 
which  he  had  thni  assigned,  that  the  witness 
still  persisted  in  his  refusal. 

fiei£iii^(on,  as  Chairman  of  tbe 
committee  said,  he  bad  no  dionbt  that 
the  House  would  feel  that,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, the  committee  had  done  what 
the  act  required.  With  respect  to  the  wit* 
lo  whose  conduct  they  had  thought 


thought  the  boo.  Gentleman  had  done '  it  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  tbe 


right  in  the  coarse  be  had  taken  of  moving 
tbat  the  Speaker  should  issue  his  warrant. 
Mr.  Roebuck  doubted,  whether  the  par- 
tie*  could  be  brought  up  without  \.habeiu 

CWJMU. 


Home,  they  could  not  deal  with  bim  as 
they  had  done  with  the  witnesses  to  whose 
cases  attention  had  yesterday  been  di- 
rected— they  could  not  commit  the  bon. 
Member,  whose  name  had  been  mentioned 
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in  the  report  ivhich  he  had  just  preKitted;  respect  to  (he  hon.  Cbainnan,  or  to  uj 
but  it  now  became  hit  duty  to  ask  the  Member  of  the  committee,  ir  he  wbts 
Hoaie  to  interfere  in  the  same  manner  guilty  of  the  conduct  imputed  to  him  bj 
the  petitioners,  he  ihould  be  utterly  un- 
worthj  of  holding  a  seat  in  that  Hoote, 
and  he  must  say,  that  fae  did  not  ibinlc 
his  answeriog  those  qaestioDi  would  is 
the  least  degree,  assist  the  committee  in 
coming  lo  a  right  conclusion,  touching  the 
matter  on  which  they  had  to  decide.  He 
should  now  trouble  the  House  with  only  k 
very  few  words.  Immediately  after  the 
termination  of  the  election  for  Sonth- 
ampton,  he  went  with  bis  family  to  Ire- 
land, and  there  be  remained  till  the  aa- 
sembling  of  Parliament.  When  he  re- 
turned, he  was  told  by  several  persona  at 
Southampton,  that  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  expeoKs  of  the  election  yet  re- 
mained unpaid,  that  they  cooiisied  merely 
of  the  l^al  expenses,  the  money  doe  to 
agents,  strictly  legal  expenses.  He  then 
wrote  to  some  of  his  friends,  and  subaciip- 
tioni  were  forwarded  to  him,  which  he  paid 
in  at  the  Bank  to  the  account  of  the  par- 
ties by  whom  the  election  was  condncted. 
This  occurred  not  before,  Inil  six  weeka 
after  the  election — it  could  therefore  lerve 
no  purpose  of  corruption,  and  he  conceived 
that  in  the  course  ne  had  taken,  he  had 
done  nothing  wrong.  The  communica- 
tions which  he  receired  in  reply  to  bia 
letters  were  of  a  confidential  natvie — be 
could  not  with  honour  disclose  them,  and 
he  confessed  he  did  not  see  the  niet^dit. 
closing  them.  It  would  almost  seem,  thac 
the  object  was  to  gratify  an  impertinent  cu- 
riosity, or  perhaps  to  lay  hold  of  tome  ho- 
nourable names  to  peck  at.  Could  he  as  a 
gentleman  betray  the  confidence  that  bad 
been  reposed  in  him  by  private  frieada  for 
no  public  abject  ?  As  a  man  of  hanaur 
and  a  gentleman,  he  should  be  unwnrthy  to 
retain  his  aeat  in  that  House  if  be  did  ao. 
The  hon.  Member  left  the  House. 
Mr.  RedingloK  trusted  that,  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Southampton  Election  Cooa- 
mittee,  every  hon.  Member  woald  do  bia 
the  justice  to  believe  that  he  acted  epos 
this  occasion  only  in  diBcharge  of  bia 
duty.  The  committee  were  perfectly  wil- 
ling to  respect  those  feelingi  which  every 
gentleman  must  have  with  regard  to  con- 
fidential communications  made  to  him  ; 
but  still  when  called  upon  to  do  their 
duty  as  judges,  and  to  decide  as  to  Ibe 
legality  or  illegality  of  the  course  pursued 
by  a  witness,  they  must  not  let  perKHial 
feelings  interfere  wiib  the  prtqier  execa-   ., 


that  they  bad  done  with  respect  to  other 
witnesses  who  were  not  Members  of  that 
House.  He  should  move,  that  the  hon. 
Member  be  required  by  the  House  to  ap- 
pear before  the  committee,  and  give  the 
evidence  required ;  previously,  however, 
he  should  move,  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  in~ 
quire  of  the  hon.  Member,  whether  he 
persisted  in  refusing  to  answer  the  ques- 
tions which  bad  been  put  to  him  by  the 
committee.  If  the  hon.  Member  should 
so  persist  in  his  refusal,  then  he  intended 
to  more  that  the  same  course  he  adopted 
respecting  him  that  bad  been  taken  with 
r^ard  to  the  witnesses  yesterday. 

Ordered — 

That  John  Fleming,  Esq.,  a  Member  of 
this  House,  be  asked  by  Mr.  Speaker,  whe- 
Ihar  he  persists  in  refusing  to  give  evidence. 

Mr,  Fleming,  in  his  place,  stated,  that 
as  a  man  of  honour  and  a  gentleman,  he 
continued  to  object  to  answer  the  question 
which  had  been  put  to  him  in  the  com- 
mittee, and  that  the  facts  of  the  case  were 
these  : — Upon  his  return  from  Ireland,  six 
weeks  after  the  election,  be  was  informed, 
that  a  considerable  aum  was  dne  to  the 
agent  for  legal  expenses  at  the  last  South- 
ampton election ;  that  be  thereupon  stated 
the  case  to  his  friends,  and  collected  a  sum 
of  money  for  what  he  considered  the  legal 
expenses  of  the  election  ; — that  htt  con- 
siders that  the  answer  to  the  question  can- 
not have  any  bearing  upon  the  trial  of  the 
election  petition ;  and  that  the  question 
was  only  asked  for  the  purpose  of  intro- 
ducing honourable  names  before  the  pub- 
lic to  peck  at  and  comment  upon. 

The  ^aktr  then  suggested,  that  the 
hon.  Member  ought  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  Fleming  begged  to  inquire  if  be 
might  be  allowed  to  offer  any  explanation 
of  the  course  which,  after  the  best  consi- 
deration be  could  give  the  subject,  he  bad 
resolved  to  pursue  ? 

The  Speaker  aald,  that  doubtless  the 
Hoase  would  be  ready  to  hear  any  ex- 
planation which  the  bon.  Member  might 
desire  to  give. 

Mr.  Fleming  begged  to  assure  the  House 
bow  very  painful  it  was  to  his  feelings 
(hat  any  action  of  hia  should  be  reported 
to  them  with  a  view  lo  its  being  censored, 
but  he  wished  in  the  first  place  to  say,  that 
in  refusing  lo  answer  the  questions  put  to 
hin,  he  had  not  intended  the  tiigblest  dis- 
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tion  of  their  public  duty.  He  could  not, 
of  course,  go  into  the  matter  which  Brose 
before  that  committee,  but  he  might  state 
that  a  qneatioD  was  put  by  counsel  to  the 
hon.  Member.  The  hon.  Member 
fsaed  to  aniwer  that  question.  That 
in  the  report  before  the  Honse.  The 
aioal  course  was  Tor  the  committee  to  de- 
liberate amongst  themselves  as  to  whether 
the  witness  had  a  right  to  refuse  to  answer 
the  question ;  and  after  deliberation  the 
committee  decided  unanimously  that  the 
hon.  Member  ought  to  answer  the  ques- 
tion. On  the  part  of  the  committee,  then, 
he  would  now  only  turn  to  the  House  and 
ask  them,  since  they  had  said  on  the  pre- 
vious evening  that  select  committees  ap- 
pointed to  try  election  petitions  were  the 
■ole  judges  as  to  whether  or  not  parties 
under  examination  should  answer  the 
questions  put  to  them,  to  say  the  same 
now.  But  as  the  individual  who  appeared 
at  the  Bar  of  the  House  oa  Monday  even- 
ing was  not  a  Member  of  the  House,  as  in 
the  present  case,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
make  one  alteration  ;  he  could  not  move 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  SouthamptoD 
be  called  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  but  that 
he  remain  in  hia  place, 

"  And  be  inrormed  that  the  legal  tribunal  to 
decide  upon  his  obligalion  to  answer  questii 
is  the  select  cutninillee  appointed  under 
act  of  Parliament  to  try  the  matter  of  the 
tion;   and   that  Mr.  Speaker  do  alio  in 
him,  that  any  objection  he  has  to  urge  must  be 
■nbmiltMl  to  the  committee,  and  determined 
by  tliem." 

Dr.  Bowring  seconded  the  motion. 

The  Speaker  having  put  the  question. 

The  Attorney  General  rose  and  said, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  that  whatever 
might  be  the  private  feelings  of  any  Gen- 
tleman with  regard  to  the  obligations  of 
honour  and  confidence  upon  his  conduct 
in  private  life,  all  those  considerations 
must  vanish  before  the  demands  of  jus- 
tice, for  the  support  of  which,  his  evi- 
dence might  be  called.  That  had  ticen  so 
abundantly  set  forth  in  a  variety  of  cases 
that  it  was  hardly  necessary  for  him  to 
cite  any  case  in  particular ;  but  he  might 
be  excused  for  mcDtioniog  a  single  one 
amongst  the  most  remarkable—  one  indeed 
which  was  rather  an  historical  than  a  legal 
ease — that  of  Lord  Barringtoit,  who  being 
called  upon  during  the  proceedings  before 
the  House  of  Lords  against  the  Duchess 
of  Kingston,  to  state  whether  he  had  not 
h«ard  from  her  in  the  course  of  convena- 
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tion  that  she  had  been  married  to  Captain 
Harvey,  refused  to  make  any  answer,  upon 
the  ground  that  by  so  doing  he  should 
violate  that  honourable  confidence  which 
was  held  sacred  in  the  intercourse  of  pri> 
vale  society.  The  House  of  Lords  ad- 
journed, the  judges  were  consulted,  and 
the  decision  was,  that  the  witness  must  an- 
swer the  question:  and  Lord  Barrington 
then  gave  the  best  answer  he  could  in  re- 
lation to  a  conversation  which  had  taken 
twenty  years  before.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  that  the  committee  had  the  right  to 
put  the  question  to  the  hon.  Member  if 
they  thought  it  material,  and  in  that  case 
the  hon.  Member  was  bound  to  answer  it. 
The  hoa.  Member  having  objected  to  give 
an  answer,  he  thought  the  committee  was 
quite  right  in  referring  the  matter  to  the 
House,  instead  of  in  the  first  instance  ex- 
ercising any  other  power  which  might  be 
vested  in  them  as  a  judicial  tribunal.  If, 
however,  he  were  asked  the  question,  he 
must  say,  that  any  hon.  Member  attending 
as  a  witness  before  an  election  committee 
was  in  the  same  position  as  a  witness  in  a 
court  of  justice,    and  was  liable  to  like 

Ssnalties  for  refusing  to  give  evideoce, 
nt  while  it  was  the  province  of  the  com- 
mittee to  commit  a  witness  refuging  to  an- 
swer a  question  into  the  custody  of  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms,  it  was  also  their  pro- 
vince, if  they  pleased,  to  remit  that,  and 
instead  of  taking  that  course,  to  make  a 
report  to  the  Hoaie,  through  their  Chair- 
mao,  of  any  person  who  should  refuse  to 
give  evidence,  and  to  leave  the  case  for 
the  interposition  of  the  Honse.  He  waa 
disposed  to  think,  therefore,  that  the  com- 
mittee had  exercised  a  discretion  in  the 
consistent  with  the  respect  which  waa 
due  to  the  House  by  abstaining  in  the  first 
instance  from  committing  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Hants  into  the  custody  of  the  Ser- 
geaDt-at-Arms,  and  when  the  hon.  Member 
perceived  what  was  the  opioton  of  the 
House,  and  what  he  (the  Attorney- gene- 
ral) was  certain  must  be  the  opinion  of 
every  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  con- 
'  with  the  legal  profession,  that  he  was 
I  legal  obligation  to  answer  the  ques- 
tion which  had  been  put  to  him,  and  that 
no  sentiment  of  honour  such  as  that  upon 
which  he  relied  was  sufficient  to  exonerate 
n  from  the  social  duty  which  he  owed 
the  community — he  trusted  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  take  a  different 
view  of  the  position  in  which  he  stood, 
and  that  he  would  confwm  himself  to  iha 
20 
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decition  of  the  committee :  for  after  all,  it 
would  be  for  the  committee  to  decide  what 
Gonne  the  hon.  Gentleman  ihoald  take  m 
Tupect  to  the  question  nhich  had  twen 
put  to  him  by  the  couniel.  Where  a  wit- 
neis  wai  under  examination  in  a  court  of 
justice,  and  a  question  was  put  to  him 
which  he  declined  to  answer,  he  had  re- 
peatedly known  an  inquiry  take  place  as 
to  whether  that  panicular  question  was 
pertinent  to  the  subject  matter  of  the  in- 
quiry or  not,  and  the  court,  having  de- 
cided that  point,  would  direct  the  witneii 
accordingly.  And  in  the  present  case  it 
was  not  because  a  particular  question  was 
aiked  by  the  counsel  tbat  the  committee 
were  bound  to  enforce  it.  It  wss  for  the 
committee  to  say,  whether  the  question 
was  relevant  or  not,  and  he  would  recon- 
mead  the  hoa.  Gentleman  aud  the  House 
to  plsce  implicit  confidence  in  their  deci- 
sion. If  tbe  committee  had  not  vested  in 
them  that  power  which  tbe  law  gave  them, 
he  was  quite  sure  that  the  House  would 
repose  full  coo&dence  in  their  discretion. 
He  was  sure  the  committee  would  do  their 
doty ;  but  he  thought  it  was  quite  right  to 
■Dtimate  to  them  that  it  by  no  means  fol- 
lowed that  because  any  particular  qnestion 
was  put  to  a  witness  by  the  counsel  ia  tbe 
case,  end  was  pressed  by  him,  tbat  there- 
fore an  answer  ought  to  be  enforced.  If 
tbe  committee  fdt  that  the  object  of  the 
question  was  not  the  furtherance  of  jus- 
tice, but  to  obtain  some  disclosure  that 
might  be  painful  to  the  party  under  exa- 
mination, they  would  not  call  upon  tbe 
hoo.  Gentleman  to  answer.  He,  how- 
ever, bad  a  perfect  reliance  that  ihey 
would  exerciw  their  discretioa  properly, 
and  with  a  due  regard  to  the  justice  of  the 
case  and  the  feelings  of  the  parly. 

Mr.  RoibtKk  said,  that  humble  as  he 
was,  he  supposed  he  might  say  that  he 
agreed  with  the  law  laid  down  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Oentlamau.  But  be  wanted  to 
know — because  he  recollected  the  posiiion 
in  which  they  were — why  they  were  made 
a  court  of  appeal.  Wasitnotso?  Why, 
then,  were  they  appealed  to  ?  He  would 
not  be  asked  to  act  as  a  judge  as  a  matter 
of  courtesy.  Before  he  acted  as  a  judge 
be  must  bave  evidence;  and  he  wished  to 
know  whether  a  witness  before  a  committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons  was  to  be  placed 
in  a  situation  in  which  he  could  not  be 
placed  before  any  other  tribunal  7  If  he  were 
before  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  and  a 
man  were  to  ask  him  if  he  had  committed  a 


murder,  and  if  he  were  guilty,  be  shoaU 
say,  that  he  did  not  iolend  to  criminite 
himself,  and  therefore  be  would  sot  sn. 
swer  the  question,  the  Court  would  ssj 
that  it  was  an  improper  quettioD  (o  put, 
because  it  tended  to  criminate  the  sritnCM, 
and  therefore  it  must  not  be  pot.  Nov, 
be  did  not  know  that  in  the  present  case 
there  was  a  danger  of  criminatioa,  nor  did 
he  put  the  question  in  an  iDTidioosforai 
as  touching  the  hon.  Member,  fw  he  wu 
rather  with  him  than  against  him;  hntbt 
put  it  in  this  extraordinary  way  to  cany 
out  the  principle  he  wished  to  enforce  od 
the  attention  of  the  House.  Was  a  wit- 
ness to  be  asked  a  question,  and  forced 
to  answer  it  upon  pain  of  impriaonneat, 
which  would  tend  to  criminate  faioiielfT 
He  knew  that  a  hill  had  been  brought  into 
ParlianieDt  to  meet  this  diSiculty,  hot  it 
was  thrown  out  by  the  Hoaae  of  Lords. 
He  did  not  want  to  mix  up  tbisquesiioB 
with  party  politics.  He  cared  not  about 
what  party  was  concerned  in  this  case, 
though  he  was  glad  that  it  was  an  boa. 
Member  on  the  other  side.  ["Hear"fTwn 
Mr,  LeaderJ]  He  wished  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber would  not  interrupt  him.  He  wished 
to  discuss  the  question  upon  purely  legil 
grounds.  He  wished  to  know  from  tbe 
law  officers  of  the  Crown,  and  those  Gen- 
tlemen who  were  connected  with  that  ho- 
nourable profession  on  both  sides  of  tht 
House,  whether  any  one  of  them,  weald 
be  bold  enough  to  say  that  it  waa  the  la« 
of  England,  acknowledged  by  (ha  jodget, 
and  expounded  by  them,  who  had  hitherto 
been  above  all  imputation — that  a  9»^ 
coming  before  any  tribunal  in  this  king- 
dom was  bound  to  answer  any  qnestioa 
which  might  tend  to  criminate  himself! 
["  No,  no. "]  The  learned  Attorney-Os- 
neral  said  "  no."  Now  then  eame  tbt 
qnestion,— how  was  that  House  to  deter- 
mine that  any  hon.  Gentleman,  «  >■>} 
private  citiien,  must  be  compiled  to  aa- 
swer  a  question  unless  ti>ey  knew  wbelhe| 
it  would  criminate  hinaelfl  TbeycMW 
not  know  it  until  they  knew  what  th> 
question  was.  Therefore  he,  (or  oWt 
would  protest  against  being  called  upoe 
to  decide  upon  any  matter  of  which  h< 
knew  nothing.  He  would  not  vote  bhedlj 
upon  any  qoestbn  whatever.  He  lb*'*' 
fore  wanted    to    know    what  tbe  1"*' 


mr.  u  ixnneu  saio  ine  non.  am  lew— 
Gentleman  bad  argued  the  question  *CT         /''^  I 

emphatically,  but  wtlbout  the  least  l^Pc  by  V3 O OQ I C 
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catioD  to  the  facti  of  the  caM.  Thehon, 
Member  foe  South  Hanipibire  had  not 
nid  that  be  eoteitaiaed  any  appreheosion 
that  his  auwer  to  the  queitioD  would 
crimiDate  him ;  oa  the  contrary,  he  said 
directly  tha  leveise,  and  he  mads  a  merit 
of  it,  iniieBd  of  cooiidering  it  an  error. 
Therefore  the  House  must  not  be  led  away 
by  the  luppoailioD  that  the  object  of  the 
committee  was  to  compel  a  man  to  answer 
a  qaettioo  which  would  tend  to  criminate 
him.  The  person  who  should  judge  in 
■ucb  a  case  was  the  witness  himself;  he 
alone  must  know  whether  his  conduct  was 
bond  fide  or  not.  Suppose  that  this  were 
an  action  in  the  Court  of  Queeu's  Bench, 
and  that  the  bon.  Gentleman  were  pro- 
duced as  a  witneu  and  said,  not  that  be 
would  crimiaate  himself  by  answering 
the  question  put  to  him,  but  that  frata 
motives  of  Gentlamauly  honour,  and  of 
tlie  purest  and  most  delicate  nature,  he 
declined,  being  unwilling  tofiolate  private 
confidence — would  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Beach  heaitate  one  mometit  ?  Would  any 
lawyei  aaj,  that  the  Court  of  Queen' 
Beach  would  not  tx  once  reply,  "  We  ar 
very  aorry  to  trespass  upon  your  feelings, 
bnt  the  reason  is  insufiBcient  for  not  gifiog 
the  answer  1"  At  to  the  caae  of^Lord 
Barringtoo,  that  was  one  of  a  private  coa- 
v«iBliot)  with  a  lady.  It  was,  therefore, 
one  of  extreme  delicacjf.  But  even  tha 
obteetion  of  lAird  Bamnglon  was  over- 
niled.  And  did  not  the  House  know 
that  medical  ganllMnen,  the  first  in  their 

Cieasiea,  whom  no  bribe  of  property, 
lever  large,  or  personal  advantages, 
however  templing,  could  compel  todisclose 
htU  conlided  to  them,  had  been  forced, 
BOtwilhitandiDg  theii  honourable  relno- 
taoce,  to  reveal  all  they  knew,  and  to 
violate  the  confideooa  reposed  in  them  ii 
the  coune  of  their  professional  engage' 
nents}  When  a  man  was  sworn  to  give 
evidence,  be  was  sworn  to  speak  the  whole 
truth  respecting  every  thing  concerning 
which  the  law  inqnired  of  bim,  as  far  as 
he  poaseased  any  knowledge  of  the  facts, 
Wiih  great  respect,  therefore,  for  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Hampshire,  be  must 
tell  him  that  be  was  resJiy  violating  his 
oath  in  refusing  to  give  an  answer  to  the 
question.  He  had  not  the  honour  of 
being  acquainted  with  the  bon.  Member, 
but  he  bolievad  him  to  be,  it  was  manifest 
from  bis  manner,  u  incapable  as  any  other 
human  being  of  wilfully  violating  hii  oath ; 
bat  atill  he  wai  doing  it  ia  the  face  of  the 


tribunal  which  had  decided  that  the  ques- 
tion  ought  to  be  put.  Of  course  the  com- 
mittee would  reconsider  the  question,  and 
not  enforce  an  answer  if  they  felt  that  any 
gentlemanly  confidence  would  be  violated, 
unless  the  answer  was  necessary  to  deal 
with  the  merits  of  the  case.  He  respect- 
fully submitted  to  the  hon,  end  learned 
Member  for  Bath  tiiat  he  had  raised  a 
question  which  was  not  then  in  discussion ; 
indeed,  there  was  no  question  at  all  to 
discuss,  but  whether  or  not  the  motion  of 
ihe  bon.  Chairman  of  the  committee  should 
be  agreed  to. 

Sir  R.  Inglit  said,  be  had  risen  at  the 
same  time  with  Ihe  hon,  and  learned 
Member  for  Bath  to  otiject  to  the  sweep- 
ing position  laid  down  by  the  learned  At. 
lorney<general  that  a  witness  was  bound 
to  answer  every  question  put  (o  him. 
Every  question  should  be  qualified,  cer- 
tainly, by  the  relevancy  of  the  question, 
by  the  consideralion  of  its  aflecting  the 
individual  witness  himself,  by  that  which 
every  student  at  law  must  know — the  con- 
fidence that  muat  be  maintained  between 
a  professional  agent  and  his  client,  and 
lastly,  by  the  relation  of  the  question  to 
the  matter  in  issue.  He,  for  one,  greatly 
regretted  the  inlrodnciion  of  such  ques- 
tions as  this  into  the  House ;  but  now  they 
were  called  upon  to  oonsider,  not  whether 
the  question  was  pertinent  or  not,  but 
whether  the  witness  did  or  did  not  re- 
fuse tu  answer  the  question.  What  they 
decided  on  the  prevktus  day,  and  what 
they  must  decide  on  that  day,  was  not  as 
to  the  relevancy  of  the  queaiion,  nor 
whether  the  question  should  be  put  or  not, 
but  whether  or  not  the  committee  was  the 
only  tribunal  which  should  decide  both 
those  points.  He  objected  to  that  House 
making  decisions  upon  questions  before 
the  appointed  election  tribunals;  and  he 
much  regretted  that  appeals  were  made 
from  election  committeea  to  that  House. 
AH  that  he  understood  to  have  been  done 
on  Monday  was,  that  the  witness  was  not 
directed  to  answer  any  particular  question, 
but  to  go  back  and  submit  himself  to  the 
authority  of  the  committee ;  and  he  thought 
that  alt  that  would  be  now  required  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Hampshire  was, 
that  when  he  returned  to  the  committee, 
whether  the  question  were  relevant  or  not, 
he  would  urge  his  objection  to  it,  and  by 
the  decision  of  that  committee  the  hoD.Gen- 
tieman  and  that  House  must  be  bound. 

Mr.  F»rb€t  wished  to  know  what  the 
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committee  would  enforce  in  caie  the  hoo. 
MerobeT  persisted  in  hli  Tefuial  to  aniwer 
the  question. 

Question  agreed  to  and  an  order  mode 
in  the  words  of  Mr.  Redington's  motion. 

Mr.  Fleming  imntedrately  attended, 
and  stood  up  in  his  place. 

The  Speaier  addressing  him  said,  I  feel 
that  1  shall  best  discharge  my  duty  on  this 
occasion  by  reading  to  you  the  resolution 
which  ihe  House  has  just  agreed  to: — 
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"That  John  Fleming,  Esq., be  desired  to 
atlend  in  his  place  forthnilh,  and  informed 
thai  (he  legal  tribunal  to  decide  upon  his  obli- 
gation to  answer  questions  is  the  select  com- 
inillee  appointed  under  an  act  of  Fatliament 
to  try  the  matter  of  (he  petition  ;  and  that  Mr. 
Speaker  do  also  inlbrm  dim  that  any  objection 
he  ha*  to  urge  must  be  lubmilted  to  llie  com- 
mittee, and  determined  bj  ibem." 

The  hon.  Member  bowed  and  reiumed 
his  MBt. 

Ipswich  Electiow  —  Mr.  Lucab.] 
On  the  motion  ot  Mr.  Paktnglon,  E' 
belh  Anne  CoUen  was  ordered  tg  appear 
at  the  bar  to  give  evidence  with  referenci 
to  the  state  of  roind  of  Obadiah  I^cas. 
who  bad  been  committed  by  (the  Ipswich 
election  committee  to  her  Majesty's  gaol 
of  Newgate. 

In  answer  to  a  question  pat  to  her  by 
Ihe  Speaker,  she  stated  that  she  was  sister 
to  Obadiah  Lncas,  and  that  in  conse- 
quence of  a  friend  of  his  having;  committed 
■uicide  his  mind  had  been  in  a  very  eiciled 
state,  BO  much  so,  that  it  was  not  thought 
prudent  to  leave  him  by  himself.  Sin 
represented  that  his  mind  had  never  tc 
covered  from  the  mental  shoclc  which  I 
hadreceived.  His  memory  was  also  much 
impaired. 

Mr.  Macmurdo,  the  surgeon  of  Newgaie 
gaol,  wsa  also  called  to  the  bar.  He  saiil 
that  Obadiah  Lucas's  mind  had  been  in  a 
very  excited  state,  and  that  hiB  powers  of 
memory  were  much  affected. 

Witnesses  withdrew. 

Mr.  Pskington  movedi  that  Obadiah 
Lucas  be  discharged. 

Motion  agreeed  to,  Mr.  LiicaB  ordered 
to  be  discharged. 

Texas.]  Mr.  O'Camutt  wished  to  ask 
a  question  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  the  treaties  be- 
tween England  and  the  Government  of 
Texas  had  been  formally  ratiSed  ? 

Sir  R.  Peel  in  reply,  said  that  there 


were  three  tmtiei  with  respect  to  wblcb 
this  country  and  the  Oovernment  of  Texas 
were  concerned.  The  firBt  was  of  •  com. 
mercial  character;  the  second  bad  reU~ 
the  abotiiion  of  slavery:  and  the 
third  referred  to  a  gnarantee  for  the  pay- 
ment  of  a  loan  from  Texas  to  the  Mexican 
Government  under  the  mediation  of  this 
country.  These  treaties,  were  to  he  fstl- 
fied  aimultaneonsly.  The  dey  fixed  for 
the  rBti6cation  was  the  first  of  Aognst. 
The  commercial  treaty  had  been  signed  bj 
the  proper  authoriticB.  He  bad  every 
reason  to  believe,  that  the  senate  of  Texas 
had  consented  to  the  abolition  of  the 
slave-trade.  The  treaty,  with  reference 
to  the  guarantee,  had  been  signed,  and 
this  country  was  prepared  to  mtifj  it. 
The  day  fixed  for  the  ratification  was  the 
first  of  August. 

Mr.  O'Conneli,  are  the  papers  rdating 
to  ihiB  subject  ready   to  be  laid  npoa  the 
Table  of  the  House. 
Sir  R.  Peel  .■   No. 

Mr.  O'CoMuU  said,  that  the  other 
question  which  he  wished  to  put  to  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  related  to  the  conduct 
of  the  British  Minister  at  Mexico.  It  ap- 
peared by  certain  document*  that  a  pco- 
posal  had  been  made  to  the  Mexican  Oo- 
vemmeot  by  General  Hamilton  to  pay  a 
certain  sum  of  money  if  Meaico  woald 
recognize  the  independence  of  Texaa. 
There  was  also  another  sum  offered  by 
way  of  bribe  to  General  Santa  Anna,  now 
at  the  bead  of  the  Mexican  republic  This 
was  stated  to  have  taken  place  through 
the  instrumentality  of  the  British  Hiniater 
at  Mexico,  through  whom  it  was  alleged, 
the  offer  was  sent.  He  wished  to  a^ 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  whether  he  had 
received  any  information  from  Mexico  in 
corroboration  of  these  facts,  which  be 
knew  to  be  true,  which  would  tend  to 
exonerate  the  British  Minister  from  the 
charge  of  having  participated  in  the  trans- 
Sir  R.  Peel  wished  it  to  be  understood 
as  a  general  rule  that  notice  sbonld  be 
given  of  an  intention  to  put  a  question 
relating  to  a  matter  of  such  importance  as 
the  personal  conduct  of  a  British  Minister, 
especially  when  placed  at  so  great  a 
distance,  in  order  that  be  might  be 
enabled  to  answer  it  with  accnracj, 
and  correct  any  erroneoua  informatioo 
which  might  have  gone  abroad  on  the 
subject.  It  so  happened,  however,  in  ihe 
present    instance    he  recollected  barm  ^w 
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ntd,  within  the  latt  three  or  four  days,  b 
daipstch  from  the  Britiih  Hioiiter  at 
Mexico,  which  gave  an  account  of  ttie 
transaciion.  The  Minitier  declared,  that 
he  was  requested  b;  a  party,  whom  he  need 
not  name,  to  delr*eT  a  commanication  to 
the  Muiran  authoriliei,  having  ever; 
reaion  to  believe  that  the  letter  related  to 
a  different  subject.  The  letter,  he  be- 
lieved, was  written  in  England.  He  was 
perfectly  unaware  of  the  conienti  of  the 
letter,  and  aa  toon  a>  he  was  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  its  contents, 
he  wrote  immediately  to  the  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Afiairs,  expressing  his  regret  that 
he  should  unfortunately  have  been  made 
the  instrument  of  making  such  a  proposi- 
tion. He  could  assure  the  right  hon.eod 
learned  Gentleman  that  the  British 
Minister  was  ss  far  from  all  participation 
in  the  matter  ss  he  was.  He  was  not 
merely  ignorant  of  the  contents  of  tbe 
letter,  but  was  actuslly  led  to  suppose 
that  they  related  to  something  else. 
Here  the  con  venation  dropped. 

Afplotmert  Commissioners  (Ire- 
land).] Mr.  F.  French  be^ed  to  be 
allowed  to  put  a  question  to  the  right  hon, 
(he  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Under 
tbe  Ist  and  2nd  Victoria,  cap.  101,  a 
power  was  given  to  the  Lord- Lieu  tenant  of 
Ireland  to  appoint  gentlemen  to  applot 
parishea  which  were  not  under  the  Tithe 
Commutation  Act.  A  number  of  gentle- 
men had  been  appointed,  end  they  had 
performed  their  work  to  the  satisfaction  of 
all  parties.  They  had  also  obtained  cer- 
tificates to  that  effect,  but  they  had  as  yet 
been  unable  to  get  the  money  due  to  them. 
He  wished  to  know  when  the  money  would 
be  forthcoming. 

Tbe  ChanctUor  of  the  Exchequer  was 
aware,  that  the  gentlemen's  ceriiScates 
had  been  sent  in,  but  as  no  fund  was  pro- 
vided from  which  they  were  to  be  paid, 
he  bad  written  over  to  Ireland  in  order  to 
know  how  many  bad  been  employed,  and 
the  sum  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to 
ask  of  the  House.  No  time  would  be  lost 
on  bis  part  in  settling  ibe  claims  as  soon 
as  be  received  the  information. 

Catholic  Soldieus  m  India. ^  Mr 
CfComuU  said,  he  rose  to  call  the  atten^ 
tion  of  the  House  to  a  subject  of  great  im- 
portance. He  begged  to  assure  the  House 
that  he  brought  the  queatiou  forward  with 
tbs  gratteit  reUcUDce,  not  baing  willing 


to  trouble  tbe  House  npon  such  a  matiei 
if  he  could  have  avoided  it.  He  had  re- 
ceived comranoications  upon  the  subject 
from  various  quarters — some  of  which 
came  from  bumble  but  much  interested 
individuals,  such  as  private  and  non-com- 
missioned officers  serving  in  India.  Ho 
had  also  received  communications  from 
peraoas  in  a  higher  rank  and  station  in 
society  to  the  same  effect.  His  motion 
related  to  Catholic  soldiers  serving  in 
India  and  the  East  ^nerally,  and  their 
religious  instruction.  He  did  notinclude 
in  his  motion  anything  that  related  to  the 
state  of  the  army  in  other  parts  of  tbe 
British  dominions.  There  was  a  snro  of 
ll.OOOt.  allocated  to  the  purposes  of  re- 
ligious instruction  in  the  British  army,  but 
no  part  of  that  sum  it  appeared  was  Inid 
out  in  India;  it  was  entirely  confined  to 
other  parts  of  tbe  British  empire;  700^ 
he  believed  was  the  only  sum  allowed  for 
religious  instruction  in  the  East.  His 
present  motion  related  to  the  soldiers  in 
India  and  China,  where  months  and  years 
were  passing  over  them  without  ever  re- 
ceiving any  instructions  from  their  clergy, 
which  instruction  was  much  more  urgently 
demanded  at  a  period  when  that  army  was 
actively  engaged.  With  respect  lo  the 
army  in  China,  he  had  received  a  com- 
munication from  a  gentleman  who  was 
situated  in  that  quarter,  and  whose  nsme 
was  the  hon.  Gapt.  Jerningham,  an  officer 
who  bad  been  serving  there  with  much 
distinction.  This  gentleman  stated,  that 
the  situation  and  sofferings  of  the  Catholic 
soldiers  there,  were  not  to  be  disregarded, 
aa  they  were  willing  to  go  as  readily  into 
danger  aa  their  comrades,  and  were  as 
anxious  to  share  the  same  perils  and  were 
exposed  to  the  same  effects  of  the  climate 
as  tbe  most  gallant  amongst  tbe  army, 
and  they  fought  in  the  field  with  die  same 
undaunted  valour.  Many  of  these  sol- 
diers however  perished  more  from  disease 
than  any  thing  else,  and  this  gentleman, 
the  hon.  Capt.  Jerningham,  was  ready  to 
give  to  the  House  an  account  of  the  great 
privations  and  sufferings  which  had  been 
undergone  by  this  class  of  soldiers  from 
tbe  causes  he  had  already  alluded  to. 
The  Protestant  Soldiers  were  treated  with 
the  greatest  humanity,  not  only  with  re- 
gard to  their  temporal  wants,  but  every- 
thing was  done  to  alleviate  the  miseries 
of  their  situation.  All  he  had  to  regret 
was,  that  the  Catholic  soldiers  were  wholly 
deprived  of  the  benefit  of  similar  assist* 
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ance  to  Ihst  wbrch  the  Proteitfint  soldien 
potseised.  It  was  a  case  of  the  moat 
complete  religious  destitution,  and  he  wbb 
totally  misiDformed  of  the  fact  ir  ii  was 
not  true  that  no  Catholic  c1eT|^man  at- 
tended these  troops  to  China ;  and,  with 
the  exception  of  Macao,  vhere  one  or  two 
■ninionaries  might  be  met  with,  the 
Catholic  soldiers  were  altogether  deprived 
ofihe  consolations  of  tbeif  reli|ion.  Every 
person  who  knew  the  nature  or  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion — of  that  religion 
which  he  professed— must  be  aware  that 
the  necessity  for  the  assistance  of  a  clergy- 
man of  that  faith  was  much  more  important 
to  a  Roman  Catholic  than  to  a  person  of 
any  other  religion.  The  administration  of 
the  sacraments  was  solely  confided  to 
them,  which  sacraments  afForded  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  the  greatest  consolation 
and  mental  relief.  He  was  quite  warrant- 
ed in  saying  that  as  far  as  the  troops  in 
China  were  concerned,  they  were  totally 
destitute  of  that  which  he  supposed  e?ery 
hon.  Member  in  that  House  believed  must 
be  of  the  utmost  importance.  In  India, 
also,  tbe  troops  were  scattered  in  such  a 
remote  degree  from  each  other  that  they 
could  hardly  receive  the  assistance  of  a 
single  Catholic  clergyman.  He  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  a  Catholic  clergyman, 
dated  the  19lh  Fehrnary,  1842,  an  extract 
from  which  he  was  now  induced  to  qaote. 
[The  right  hon.  Gentleman  read  an  ex- 
tract from  this  letter,  which  stated  that, 
to  the  honour  of  tbe  poor  soldiers  at  Ca- 
bool,  the  g^ea^  majority  of  whom  were 
Roman  Catholics,  they,  though  perishing 
by  hunger  aa  well  as  by  their  wounds, 
never  for  one  moment  abaDdoned  Captain 
Stun  (the  sun<in-law  of  General  Sale] 
while  be  was  livinfr,  but  remained  with 
their  unfortunateoflScer  until  the  very  last 
of  them  was  sacrificed.  Not  one  of  them 
escaped.  The  writer  then  lamented  the 
religious  destitution  to  which  these  Catho- 
lic soldiers  were  reduced,  which  added 
considerably  to  the  misery  with  which 
they  were  snrroUnded.]  He  had  expe- 
rienced considerable  disappointment  upon 
this  subject.  The  late  Government  had 
given  him  a  pledge  that  something  should 
be  done  to  remedy  the  evil  of  which  he 
complained,  but  nothing,  he  was  sorry  to 
say,  had  ever  been  done.  It  was  very  well 
known  that  an  interview  bad  taken  place 
between  several  Roman  Catholic  gentle- 
men and  Mr.  Grant  (afUrwards  Lord 
Olenelg)  and  Mr.  Gordon,  the  Secretary 
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to  tbe  Treasury;  and  it  wu  nndeniood 
frotn  this  interview  that  mone^  wonM  have 
been  advanced  to  meet  the  circnmstance* 
of  the  case.  That  pledge  be  had  nrged 
opoTi  the  late  Government,  and  he  waa 
promised  that  something  should  be  done. 
He  was,  however,  sorry  to  say  that  no- 
thing had  ever  been  done  in  the  matter, 
and  the  evil  remained  the  same.  When 
he  had  asked  the  right  hon.  Baronet  ojft- 
posiCe  whether  any  thing  was  in  contem- 
plation by  the  present  Govemroent  to 
remedy  this  defect,  the  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man  was  pleased  to  refer  him  to  a  docu- 
ment which  had  been  laid  on  the  Table  by 
Lord  Ashley,  in  the  month  of  March, 
1839.  He  felt  that  he  had  a  right  to  fa- 
cilitate very  much  the  increase  of  tbearmj 
in  India,  if  some  redress  in  this  respect 
was  likely  to  be  afibrded.  With  respect 
to  the  document  alluded  to,  he  waa  led  to 
believe  that  there  wks  nothing  at  all  eonao- 
lotary  in  the  real  state  of  things  as  de- 
scribed in  this  document.  He  found  from 
this  document,  that  in  Madras  there  mre 
nineteen  Protestant  and  Presbyterian 
stations,  and  only  in  twelve  stations  bad 
tbe  Roman  Catholics  any  opportnnity  of 
receiving  religious  rnstrnction.  The  Pit»> 
testant  stations  were  supported  by  a  sn« 
of  2Z,010(.  a  year,  and  the  Prabyterian 
by  a  sam  of  2,080/.  Bat  for  the  Roman 
Catholics  the  whole  sum  afforded  to  dis- 
pense religious  instruction  was  7701. 
There  was  then  something  approaching  to 
the  sum  of  1,200J1  a  year  allowed  tbr 
each  of  the  Protestant  uergymeo,  so  tlut 
one  Protestant  clergyman  receJved  more 
than  was  paid  for  tbe  entire  support  of  tbe 
Roman  Catholic  clergymen,  id  Bombay 
there  were  twenty  stations  for  Protestant 
clergymen,  but  only  seven  for  Roman 
Catholics.  The  Protestant  clergyman  re- 
ceived a  salary  of  950t  a  year,  hot  onh 
one  Catholic  clergyman  received  iCtOL 
a  year,  and  all  the  rest  of  tbe  Catlralie 
clergymen  only  60/.  a  year.  In  Bei^l 
the  number  of  Protestant  atationi  vat 
twenty,  and  Roman  Catholics  only  arfen. 
The  minimum  salary  of  a  Protestant  cler- 
gyman was  900/.  a  year,  and  the  enliit  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  clergymen  had  only 
6QL  a  year,  with  the  excaptioD  of  one  who 
bad  a  salary  of  2S0/.  a  year.  Thia  atato 
of  the  army  in  India  was  tba  ntjeet  of 
constant  remonstrance  by  tbe  difftrent 
commanders  whn  had  served  in  that  pan 
of  (he  world,  llie  Marquess  of  Hastings 
■n  hii  despatches  stimgly  i 
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the  fionsideratioD  or  this  matter  to  the  Go- 
TCmnMnt  of  that  time,  and  every  coro- 
jntDder-in^cbief  down  to  Sir  Heor;  Fane 
raputed  from  time  to  tima  the  lame  re- 
coinmeiidation.  Sir  Heory  Fane  at  Rnt 
nriised  to  concnr  in  ao;  soggMtioD  of  this 
nature,  asd  when  requeeted  by  the  people 
who  were  intereited  in  the  qneitioo  to 
aabmit  tbeir  elaiou  to  thia  aiaittance  upon 
the  Britiib  Qoveranant  be  peremptotilj 
refeaed  to  do  ao.  The  ragimeal  in  wboie 
fadialf  tiiia  ibvoor  woi  aaked  wai  that 
wbicb  iO  DoUy  dbtinguiihad  ftacir  id  the 
capture  of  QhtisDee ;  and  there  vas  tbii 
■ingulai  fact  connected  wilh  it,  that,  hat- 
ing bem  qnartered  for  some  yeart  at  Kur- 
naul,  come  personisu^getted  the  propriety 
of  raiaing  a  lubacription  for  the  building 
of  a  cbapel.  The  privates  and  noo-com- 
tniwionea  officers  then  aubeciibed  a  aum 
of  6,000  rupeaa,  about  600/.  to  that  pnr- 
pose.  With  refpect  to  the  aiylum  for 
Catholic  children  nt  Bengal,  there  was  a 
praetice  followed  which  was  most  afflict- 
ing to  the  religioas  feetitigs  of  a  Cathcriic 
aoldior — namsTy,  being  ofCea  compelled  to 
•end  hts  children  to  those  schools,  where 
they  were  obliged  to  learn  the  Protestant 
catechism,  and  not  allowed  to  read  any 
Catholic  books.  In  this  perticniar  many 
of  the  officers  quartered  there  bad  behaved 
BUMt  harshly.  There  was  one  gallant 
officer,  however,  lieu t. -Colonel  Bretton, 
who  conducted  bioiself  on  the  contrary 
moat  buManely,  and  with  a  due  respect  to 
the  conscieDtions  opinions  of  the  Roman 
Catb<die  aoldiera.  This  gallanto6ker  gave 
theai  every  opportnnity  of  having  thoae 
peraons  the  soldiers  liked'  to  leach  them 
their  own  rdigion.  Orievanees  of  a  moat 
effiicting  nature,  and  of  such  a  character 
as  be  bad  deseribed,  the  soldiert  in  the  east 
were  snSerine  nader.  In  the  immense 
territories  of  Uie  £ast  Indies  it  wee  almott 
napossiUe  onder  the  present  systeaa  for  a 
Catholic  siddicr  to  get  any  relief.  There 
vera  eoae  sixteen  or  eighteen  stations  in 
Uie  Buraaeee  &n^  where  the  ProteeUot 
■oldien  alone  were  ntteoded  to.  Consi- 
deiii^  the  imnteaM  met  of  country  in 
dnt  qoaitcr  of  the  globe,  and  the  great 
distance  between  the  ragimenu,  the  reli- 
gions aasislaace  to  the  cnny  partocA  more 
of  the  ebaracter  of  a  mockery  than  any 
(td  relief  from  religions  fnsUnetion.  He 
pcreeived  wnong  the  paper*  before  the 
HooH  repeated  reports  of  eommanding 
ofSoers.  Then  were  Oeoenl  (ytlallo- 
nn'f  ftpacli,  and  Gfloertl  Snle'c  reporta, 


all  of  which  showed  that  where  soldiers 
had  clergymen  of  their  own  religions  opin- 
ion to  instruct  them  theia  was  a  marked 
difference  in  their  character.  They  were 
celebrated  for  their  sobriety,  obeilience, 
attention  to  tbeir  offionrs,  and  all  those 
ab Bracts risticB  by  wbiL-h  a  good  loldier 
should  be  marked.  He  was,  therefore, 
stron^y  confident  in  the  belief  that  it  was 
but  necessary  to  let  Ihosa  facta  be  known 
to  have  the  remedy  for  ihaevilsconpUined 
nf  applied.  The  papers  talked  of  tbeir 
being  one  half  of  the  irmy  Roman  Catho- 
lics in  the  east ;  he  would,  however,  only 
take  it  et  one-fourth.  A  notion  had  gone 
abroad,  that  in  the  army  the  Irish  soldjers 
were  more  apt  than  any  others  to  be  sent 
out  to  India.  He  presumed,  that  this  was 
a  great  mistake,  as  he  did  not  think  that 
there  wss  any  such  design  on  the  part  of 
the  Government.  At  all  erentt,  i(  waa 
true  tiitt  a  ooasiderable  portion  of  these 
soUiers  were  Roman  Catholics,  nod  he 
would  ask,  why  should  not  those  persons 
have  every  opportunity  of  meeting  tbeir 
clergymen  ?  Wbeoenr  he  thought  there 
was  a  sufficient  number  of  Romnn  Catho- 
lics in  any  of  these  regiments  to  want  such 
assistance,  a  chaplain  of  the  seme  religion 
should  be  appointed.  He  submitted,  that 
a  Christian  community  ought  not  any- 
where to  be  left  destitute  of  this  means 
of  spiritual  relief,  cc»Molatbo,  and  reli- 
gious instruction.  He  did  not  say,  that 
the  Protestant  clergymeii  received  a  shil- 
ling too  much  for  the  insUuction  afforded 
1^  Ifaem  to  the  soldier  professing  the  Pro- 
testant religion  i  nor  did  he  wish  to  dimi- 
nish tbeir  stipends.  All  be  wished  was  to 
remove  (be  grievaocee  of  which  he  com- 
plained. It  was  not  his  intention  to  pcass 
the  motion  to  a  division,  if  be  received  an 
assurance  from  the  Government  that  the 
safaject  would  be  taken  into  tbetr  serious 
eonsideratioo  with  a  view  of  remedying 
the  evils  which  now  eaisted.  He  sub- 
mitted, that  he  bad  made  out  a  aufticient 
ease  for  the  ioquicy,  end  be  should  tbere- 
Core  more  the  appointment  of  a  select 
conuaitlne  to  consider  and  report  upon 
the  atnie  of  spiritual  destitution  of  tlie 
Catholic  soldiers  serving  in  India  and 
China. 

Mr.  B.  Bariag  aaid,  that  so  far  from 
denying  the  claim  of  the  ELoman  Ca- 
thoUc  toldiera  to  have  tiieir  material  a«d 
spiritual  coafbrta  considered,  be  was  of 
Minion  they  were  entitled  to  as  nucb  con- 
■idnntion  u  the  PntMtaot  leMiera.  The 
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principle  ii|>on  which  the  GoTernment  of 
India  hnd  Acted  wai  thii.  They  had  never, 
upon  any  occasion,  ihat  he  was  aware  or, 
denied  a  salary  to  a  Roman  Catholic 
chaplain,  appointed  by  a  competent  au- 
thority ic  that  conntry  ;  and  moreover, 
with  the  riev  of  encouraging  the  services 
of  Europeans  in  that  capacity,  they  bad 
increased  the  pay  of  those  chaplains.  In 
the  provinces  ofPenang  and  Malacca, the 
■alary  was  250/.  a-year.  In  other  parts, 
some  of  the  salaries  certainly  did  not  ex- 
ceed 601.  a-;ear;  but  the  chaplains  so 
paid  were  paid  in  consideration  of  the  ser- 
vicea  which  they  rendered,  and  the  number 
of  person*  to  whose  spiritual  instruction 
they  gave  their  superintendence.  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had 
drawn  a  comparison  between  the  amount 
paid  to  the  Presbyterian  church  and  the 
Roman  Catholic  church.  This  was  not 
the  time  to  enter  into  that  question,  inas- 
much as  it  involved  the  expediency  of  a 
church  establishment,  and  the  complaint 
was  not  that  the  clergy  of  the  church  were 
overpaid,  but  that  the  Roman  Catholic 
clergy  were  underpaid.  When  troops 
were  spread  over  a  large  extent  of  coun- 
try, it  was  extremely  inconvenient  to  give 
them  spiritual  instmction;  but  the  go- 
vernor of  India  had  uniformly  acted  on 
Uie  principle  which  he  had  mentioned, 
and  bad,  on  all  occasions,  afforded  all  the 
spiritual  instruction  in  bis  power.  The 
governor  of  India  had  also  subscribed 
towards  the  repairs  of  Roman  Catholic 
chapels,  and  had  facilitated  the  introduc- 
tion of  building  materiala,  prayer-books, 
and  other  Hrliclea  necessary  for  the  per- 
formance of  divine  worship.  The  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  alluded  to 
certain  hardships  nperieoced  in  the  asy- 
lum at  Bengal,  and  complained  of  the 
capricious  interference  of  the  commanding 
officers,  and  the  attempta  made  to  force 
(he  Roman  Catholics  to  receive  instruc- 
tion in  a  form  of  worship,  not  in  accord- 
ance with  their  religious  principles.  This 
matter  was  represented  to  the  Governor- 
general,  by  whom  it  was  referred  to  the 
commander-in-chief,  and  no  time  was  lost 
by  the  latter  antborily  in  issuing  such 
structions  as  must  render  it  impoHible  for 
such  practices  to  be  continued.  He  be- 
lieved, that  the  appointment  of  the  com- 
mittee which  had  been  moved  for  by  the 
right  bon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  would 
not  have  the  effect  of  brinpng  any  taate- 
rinl  ioformation  before  the  House,  and  he 
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trusted,  that  the  motion   would  not  be 

pressed,  as  the  system  now  in  operation 

Id  remedy  the  evils  of  which  the  right 

.  and    learned    Gentleman  had  coo^ 

plained. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  when  he  was  in  lodu, 
the  ordinary  troops  were  in  cuitoniiieiiU 
considerable  numbers,  and  great  ellMW 
tion  was  generally  paid  to  them.  At  tbe 
present  moment,  when  the  troops  were 
scattered  about,  as  they  must  necesurily 
be  in  time  of  war,  it  was  almost  impossible 
to  prevent  the  occurrences  of  which  kis 
right  bon.  and  learned  Friend  hw)  com- 
plained :  and  no  one  who  had  attended 
the  conduct  of  the  Indian  Oorem* 
nt,  and  the  care  which  it  usually  be- 
stowed on  the  troops,  could  hesitate  to 
say  that  any  representations  mode  by 
the  Roman  Catholics  would  be  readily 
attended  to,  for  their  own  intercets  woeld 
induce  the  Government  in  India  to  make 
those  troops  as  comfortable  as  possible. 
Sir  H.  Hardiage  was  glad  that  the  right 
in.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  brought 
forward  his  motion  in  such  a  tempente 
tone,  and  there  could  be  no  doubt  that 
his  statements  would  receive  the  full  con- 
ideration  which  they  deserved.  At  the 
same  time  he  was  bound  lo  say  that  sone 
of  the  complaints  made  had  ariaen  froa 
accidental  canses,  and  such  occuireacaa 
would  now  and  then  take  place  when 
regiments  were  very  much  dispersed.  He 
could  state,  on  behalf  of  the  Army  gene- 
rally, that  in  every  regiment  there  was  a 
desire  on  the  psrt  of  the  officers  to  pay 
every  attention  to  the  wishes  of  tbeir 
Roman  Catholic  brethren.  He  wouM  call 
ihe  attention  of  the  ri^t  hm.  and  learned 
Gentleman  to  what  took  place  the  j9ai 
before  last.  Mr.  Laogdale  brought  f6r- 
ward  a  motion  with  respect  to  thecondnct 
of  the  commissioners  of  the  scbocrf  at 
Chelsea.  The  commissioners, —  one  of 
whom  was  the  Bishop  of  London,— afler- 
warda  met,  and  they  decided  that  it  was 
not  proper,  nor  waa  it  the  inlentkm  of  any 
of  the  parties  to  compel  the  children  of 
Roman  Catholic  soldiers  to  be  taught  the 
church  catechism ;  on  the  contraij,  there 
was  to  be  in  that  aiylum  the  most  perfect 
liberty  of  conscience,  and  the  rtaolntion 
passed  by  the  commissionen  waa  to  this 
effect — that,  subject  to  some  minor  reatri^ 
tiona,  every  child  of  a  Rooian  Catholic 
acddier,  or  belooging  to  any  aact  of  A^ 
tastaot  diisentm,  sbonU  be  auopiad 
fron  '^-  *-~  ^  letraiBf  the  cbnA 
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Mtecbiim,  and  should  be  Buffered,  under 
the  regulatioDs  of  the  uylum,  to  attend 
the  public  worship  of  the  re ligioui  peraua- 
■ioD  ofiucb  soldier,  and  every  application 
tor  the  relaxation  of  the  rule*  in  the  case  of 
such  child  should  be  made  by  the  father, 
if  liviDg,  or  by  the  mother.  The  whole 
question  was  settled  to  the  salisfaclion  of 
Mr.  LaDgdalCiK  Roman  Catholic  Member 
of  the  House,  and  a  most  respectable  gen- 
llemsn ;  and  he  felt  convinced  that  the 
same  system,  the  same  rules,  and  the  same 

Principle  pervaded  the  whole  of  the  army, 
bis  country  received  the  benefit  of  the 
usistance  of  Roman  Catholic  soldiers, 
and  be  believed  there  was  not  an  officer 
in  the  British  service,  who  would  not 
admit  that  their  religioui  feelings  ought 
to  be  respected  in  every  possible  way. 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
said  that  the  Protestant  soldier  in  China 
when  labouring  under  disease  had  the 
opportunityofreceiving  that  spiritual  coa- 
aolation  of  which  the  Roman  Catholic 
aoldier  was  deprived.  Now  he  very  much 
feared  that  the  Protestant  and  Roman 
Catholic  soldiers  were  bolh  on  the  same 
footing  in  this  respect.  He  feared  that 
there  were  no  longer  chaplains  in  our 
regiments  in  China,  Of  late  years  ' 
not  been  the  custom  to  send  chaplains 
out  with  the  army ;  and  even  in  the  Pen- 
insnlar  war  in  1813  there  were  only  ten 
to  the  whole  army.  Doth  at  home  and 
abroad  the  soldier  was  invited  to  attend 
religiouB  wonhip  according  to  his  own 
creed  either  in  chnrch  or  chapel.  And 
the  principle  laid  down  was,  that  the  sol- 
dier, wherever  it  was  practicable,  should 
be  accommodated  in  the  parish  church, 
and  there  receive  bis  religious  instrnclion  ; 
but  where  there  was  not  sufficient  accom- 
modation a  separate  service  was  paid  for, 
and  a  large  portion  of  the  20,000^  to 
which  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man bad  referred  was  paid  to  the  clergy- 
men of  the  Established  Church,  as  well  as 
to  the  Members  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion,  for  separate  services  given  to 
soldiers.  Now  in  this  state  of  things  it 
appeared  to  him  that  it  was  better  for  the 
aoidiersto  receive  instruction  in  the  parish 
chnreb  or  chapel,  than  to  have  a  chaplain 
for  every  regiment.  He  did  not  see  in 
iriiat  way  theexistiag  arrangements  could 
be  altered,  nor  did  be  see  what  would  be 
gained  by  the  appoiniment  of  a  com. 
mittea.  He  thoa^t  the  return  to  the 
old  ijiWd  of  hlfinf  regineDtal  obapUioi , 
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ither  for  Protestants  or  Roman  Calboliee, 
would  be  full  of  inconvenience.  Ths 
greatest  cordiality  and  good  fellowship  at 
present  existed  in  our  regimeota ;  but  if 
two  clergymen  of  different  deaominatinna 
or  creeds  should  be  appointed  in  the  same 
regiment,  he  was  confident  the  discipline 
of  the  British  Army  would  materially  suf- 
fer; and  if  such  a  system  should  be 
adopted  on  board  our  shiju,  it  would  not 
only  be  full  of  inconvenience,  but  wonla 
be  dangerous  to  the  efficiency  of  her 
Majesty's  navy.  He  entirely  concurred 
in  all  that  had  been  said  with  respect  to 
the  merits  of  the  Roman  Catholic  soldiers, 
who  were  entitled  to  every  consideration 
on  the  part  of  the  Indian  Government,  and 
he  trusted,  after  what  had  been  slated  by 
bis  hon.  Friend,  who  was  connected  with 
the  Board  of  Control,  that  the  motion 
would  not  be  pressed  to  a  division. 

Sir  R.  Inglit  said,  that  he  would  not 
interrupt  the  temperate  tone  of  the  debate 
by  hazarding  a  harsh  observation  on  the 
subject;  he  knew  how  much  eauer  it  was 
to  conciliate  a  little  peace  by  the  aban- 
donment of  a  principle ;  but  he  could  not 
adopt  thatcourse,  and  he  must,  therefore, 
say  that  he  had  heard  something  from  both 
sides  of  the  House  to  which  he  could  not 
assent.  He  therefore  hoped  that,  in  a 
tone  of  equal  calmness,  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  stale  wherein  he  differed  from 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member,  The  prin- 
ciple contended  for  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Memberwould.ifcarried  out,  introduce  into 
the  army  not  only  Roman  Catholic  chap- 
lains, but  by  a  parity  of  reasoning  chap- 
lains belonging  to  every  sect  of  Dissenters, 
he  felt  it  necessary,  therefore,  to  object  to 
the  principle  upon  which  the  demand  was 
made.  He  did  not  consider  it  necessary 
to  enter  further  into  those  other  conscien- 
tious objections  to  such  a  motion  as  the 
present,  which  it  was  well  Loown  that  he 
entertained,  as  he  would  not  willingly 
give  offence  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member.  It  was  sufficient  for  him  to 
state,  that  unless  the  House  waa  pre- 
pared not  only  to  maintain  one  estab- 
lished clei^,  but  also  to  maintain  an 
Established  Church  in  the  shape  of  every 
variety  of  creed  which  any  individual 
could  possibly  entertain,  they  could  not 
in  principle  accede  to  the  present  motion. 
Mr.  ffCormell  replied.  He  admitted, 
that  he  did  not  know  that  a  better  system 
could  be  adopted  than  that  which  prevailed 
in  £uropfl,  ud  noit  of  our  colooieii  but 
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probate  duty  vu  impowd ;  bat  if  the 
person  died  poneMcd  of  rreehold  or  copy- 
bold  property,  no  tax  whaterer  «u  iai> 
posed :  in  addilkin  to  tbis,  n  dntj  called 
a  lepcy  doty  (wbicfa  varied  aceordiag^  to 
the  degree  of  relatiooship  t»t  the  parties 
receiving  the  property  to  the  deceoed) 
was  imposed  oa  leasehold  and  personal 
property,  and  abo  on  cfaaigce  on  red 
estate.  Bat  if  the  testator  diose  to  naka 
a  bequest  of  the  land  itself,  then  no 
legacy  duly  wss  chai^able  on  such  land  ; 
so  that  while  the  land  might  be  of  great 
value,  and  the  charges  upon  it  of  inconsi- 
derable amount,  the  new  owners  of  the 
land  were  exempted,  while  the  poor  inu, 
who  only  received  some  small  annuity  oqc 
of  the  estate,  was  liable  to  the  l^ncy 
duty.  It  appeared  to  bim,  that  tbis  state 
of  the  law  was  most  unjust  to  the  puUie 
at  lar^.  Tbe  pnblie  were  continually 
toM  of  the  enormous  value  of  landed  pro- 
perty. If  it  be  so  naeh  more  vdoable 
than  other  descriptions  of  property,  why 
should  it  not  contribnteitsjoit  share  of 
the  burdens  of  the  state  f  He  could  aot 
undenland  on  what  hir  prindple  it  was 
tbat  one  man,  by  investing  his  wvinga  in 
freehold  property,  was  to  nlievs  his 
children  from  contribnttng  to  the  eai- 
gencies  of  the  State,  while  anotbet  mas, 
who  cbose  to  invest  his  money  in  tbe 
funds,  was  to  render  his  descendants  fiar 
ever  liable.  Could  it  be  reconcDed  to  tbe 
commonest  principles  of  justice  that  the 
poor  maa,  who  saves  by  his  indastry  a 
few  hundred  pounds,  was  to  hive  bb 
savings  taxed,  while  the  rich  aad  wealAy 
heir  to  landed  property  of  enormoos  vahso 
was  to  escape  t  why  was  kasdiold  pro- 
perty to  be  tnbjcct  to  this  tax,  if  copy- 
nold  was  not  to  be  subject  1  And  if  copy- 
hold was  to  escape,  on  what  principle  was 
leasehold  to  be  chai||ed  T  Why  was  a 
reversionary  interest  m  property  in   tbe 


India  was  one  of  the  excepliona.  In  that 
coantry,  no  religious  initruction  could  be 
obtained  from  the  localities.  The  troops 
were  surrounded  by  the  heathen.  He 
could  not  conceive,  that  he  should  be 
violating  Christian  principles  if  h«  went 
tbe  length  which  the  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 
R.  H.  Inglii),  thought  so  shocking, — 
namely,  that  when  a  considerable  number 
of  soldiers  of  any  one  persuasion  entered 
a  regiment,  they  should  be  enabled  to  at- 
tend divine  worship  withont  giving  op  their 
oira  religion.  On  the  whole,  he  did  not 
see  that  any  good  could  arise  from  bit 
dividing  on  the  qnestion.  The  ropliei  of 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman  (Mr,  Baring) 
and  the  hon.  and  gallant  Officer  were  so 
conscdalory  as  to  warrant  him  in  with- 
drawing his  motion. 
Motion  withdrawn. 

Tax  09  tbeDhckhtop  LamdidPro- 

FXRTT.]  Mr.£^ftms(one  said,  that  in  asking 
tbe  House  to  take  into  their  consideration 
the  propriety  of  imposing  the  same  amount 
of  anties  on  succession  to  freehold  and 
copyhold  property  as  is  now  paid  on  lease- 
hold and  personDl  property, he  shoald  en- 
deavour, as  concisely  as  he  could,  to 
point  out  to  the  public  tbe  anomaties  and 
injustice  of  the  present  system,  and  then 
estimate  the  amount  of  revenue  which 
might  be  obtained  for  the  public  service  if 
the  dittuge  he  proposed  were  carried  into 
efiect.  If  be  required  any  authority  for 
the  proposition  he  now  made,  he  might 
quote  that  of  a  statesman,  whose  opinions 
were  always  looked  up  to  with  respect  by 
hon.  Members  on  the  other  side  of  the 
HooM,  he  meant  Mr.  Pitt,  who,  when  he 
originally  introduced  the  present  plan  ol 
imposing  probate  daiiea  in  1796  on  per- 
•onal  property,  also  advocated  the  pro- 
priety of  imposing  simitar  duties  on  real 
estate.  Mr.  IHtt  introduced  a  bill  for  this 
purpose,  which  he  carried  tbrongh  every 
stage  in  this  House ;  but  it  was  carried 
only  by  a  majority  of  one  on  the  third  read- 
ing, and  he  was  nhnnately  compelled 
to  withdraw  it  on  tbe  question,  that  the 
bSI  do  pass,  the  nonben  btii^  equal  on 
adiririon.  'nwHooMwasprobaUyaware, 
that  tbe  principal  statntes  bow  in  force  in 
telatbn  to  this  snUect  were  the  36th,  and 
45th,  and  55th  of'^Oeofge  3rd ;  and  the 
effect  of  the  law  as  it  now  stood  was  this, 
that  if  a  person  died  posstssed  of  any 
leasehold  or  personal  property  i~ ' 
Kifption,  a  heavy  fldtnbrem  t 


funds  to  be  taxed,  while  the 
estate  was  to  escape  f  On  what  prinople 
could  you  exempt  a  hrm,  directed  to  be 
sold,  from  probate  duty,  while  it  <ns  w^ 
jectad  to  the  legacy  duty?  Since  be  ha4 
Brst  mentioned  tbe  solject  he  had  re- 
ceived variout  comtsnnicatioDa  from  dtf* 
fbrent  patts  of  the  country,  pointiitg  ooft 
the  nnluniess  of  the  present  systesi.  He 
would  read  to  tbe  Hoase,  as  nost  poti- 
nent  to  the  qnestion,  an  extract  of  a 
letter  f^  ''?man  reaidbg  at  Lta- 
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Avtj  00  a»  d«tth  of  my  ftilber,  wbibt,  ibool 
tb*  luna  liim,  the  whol*  of  the  veiT  htgt 
puith  of  BMulieu  (contUDing  13,000  acre* 
of  land,  and  in  value  oeuly  balf  a  million) 
~  isged  &oni  tbe  late  Duchesi  of  Buccleuch  to 
the  present  Lord  Montagun ;  aod 
also  a  Urge  estate  in  this  and  two  adjoinins 
pvis}ies    (iTottb   nearlj    100,000f.)>    which 


e; 


paMed  lioin  the  late  Bishop  of  Wincheater  » 
■U  foa,  Uto  laie  Mr.  TooiliiM—in  both  cue 
«ilboni  pafiiMnt  of  probate  and  legacy  dnij, 
because  the  piopertiaa  were  freehoid.  I  feel 
natwallv  galled,  that  my  ntatiret  and  myself 
should  be  compelled  to  pay  this  tai  on  our 
penonal  property,  derived  from  the  sa*ing9  of 
along,  laboriouBhle,  whilst thosttthoimpoaed 
this  tax  on  us  did,  whilst  they  so  taxed  us, 
oempt  their  own  fivehold  estates  of  enor- 
■HKu  raliM  fion  nmilor  tkution." 

Since  thoH  taxes  were  impOMd,  in 
1797,  they  had  produced  to  the  reTenne 
DO  leu  a  sum  than  62,329,0841.,  ai  ap- 
peared bj  the  folbwing  account : — 

ToTAi,  Dmr  Rmmvbd  bmce  1797. 


trian/ut  e  B 
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And  during  the  financisl  year  ending  In 
January,  1842,  they  have  produced  up- 
wards of  2,000,0001.,  according  to  the 
following  table  :— 

Amdowt or  BavMOE  RBCtiTBB  tK  TBI  Yua 
MiDim  Jah.  A,  184S,  roa  Stamps  ON  LioA- 
ciBs  uio  PaOBttBS,  Ajrv  Lbttebs  or  Aik 

HiHISTXATIOir. 


sjs; 


It  mnat,  of  course,  be  difficQlt  to  estimate 
aecarBtety  dw  amoant  tbat  would  be  re- 
ceived if  thoea  dnties  were  imposed  on 
landed  property;  but  be  thought  they 
w«tild  prodace  between  1)  and  1 J  milliooi. 
He  amred  at  this  result  by  referring  to  the 
%«ras  made  ttse  of  by  the  right  hoa  Ba- 
ronet, the  Hember  ftir  Tsmworth,  In  the 
course  of  his  financial  statement.  The 
light  hoB.  Baronet  had  estimated  the 
lental  of  haul  «t  about  40,000,000/,  per 
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annum,  and  he  had  estimated  the  reo- 
tal  of  houses  at  25,000,000/.,  and  in- 
come from  British  and  foreign  funds 
at  30,000,000/.,  making  a  total  of 
96,000,000/.  As  the  personal  property 
of  which  the  estimated  income  was 
95,000,000/.,  had  produced  upwards  of 
2,000,000/.  of  duty,  it  was  hir  to  esti- 
mate that  the  40,000,000/.  of  rental 
would  prodace  upwards  of  1,000,000/,  of 
duty ;  and  tbongfa,  os  the  one  band,  part 
of  the  rental  was  probably  entailed,  yet, 
on  the  odiflT,  some  of  the  houses  wen 
freehold,  so  that  dieir  incomes  would  pro- 
bably compensate  each  other.  He  could 
obtain  the  same  result  by  another  calcu- 
lation— the  duration  of  life  in  the  easy 
classes  of  society  might  be  reckoned  at 
fifty  years,  and  it  might  also  be  calcu- 
lated, that  persons  came  into  posseasion 
of  their  property  when  about  thirty  yeftra 
of  age,  which  would  show  a  change  in  the 
ownership  of  landed  property  every  twenty 
years ;  which  wonUTshow  (assuming  the 
rental  to  be  40,000,000/.),  that  a  rental 
of  about  2,000,000/.  would  be  every  year 
subject  to  the  tax.  Now,  at  twen^-fire 
years'  purchase,  the  fee  simple  of  Uiis 
would  be  50,000,000/.  It  had  been  esti- 
mated by  a  gentleman  well  acqnamted 
with  these  matten  (the  late  Hr.  Owynne, 
comptroller  of  (be  legacy  duties),  that)  on 
an  average,  the  amount  received  from  le- 
gacy and  probate  duties,  was  about  3  per 
cent,  on  the  value  of  the  personal  pnv 
perty  subject  to  these  duties  m  each  year; 
and  applying  th»  calculation  to  the 
60,000,000/.  worth  of  land  which  would 
be  subject  to  the  tax,  yon  wouM  get  a 
rereniie  of  1 ,500,000/.  He  ought  (o  add, 
that  these  calculations  were  the  lowest 
amount  that  would  t>e  received— in  all 
protnbility  the  produce  of  the  new  tax 
wonld  be  much  mote.  During  the  late 
debates  on  the  Inconte-tax,  the  right  bou. 
Qentleman,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Kx- 
cheqner,  and  the  noUe  Lord,  the  Secre- 
tary for  the  Colonies,  had  expieseed 
an  nnhvonrable  opinion  to  the  motion 
he  now  made.  He  ventured  to  say, 
that  the  anuments  made  use  of  by  these 
rizht  faon.  Gentlemen  were  without  found- 
ation. To  begin  with  the  right  bou.  Qeu- 
deman  the  Chancellor  of  tlw  Exchequer; 
that  Oentleraan  had  iteted,  that  the  legacy 
duty  received  on  personal  property  in  six 
yeaia,  from  1796  to  1803,  was  6,109,635/., 
and  that  the  act  of  1805  (the  45th  OeoTRe 
3id)  baring  imposed  a  l^!W7  duty  on  ne 
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He  vould  venture  to  anert,  that  oat  ot 
the  1.680,OOOZ.  so  confidently  alluded  U 
by  the  right  hon.  Oentleman,  not  mora 
than  400,0001.  at  the  yerj  outside  «u 
paid  as  stamp  duty  on  ihe  coa*eyasceo( 
freehold  or  copyhold  property.  It  dto 
ought  to  be  recollected,  that  the  chiaf 
part  of  these  coDveyance*  took  place  in 
the  neigh bouihood  of  large  towns,  where 
plots  of  ground  were  required  for  Ibe 
purposes  of  building,  and  did  not,  in  ftct, 
fall  upon  the  landed  gentleman,  bat  on 
the  tradesman  and  merchant  who  reqaired 
the  ground.  In  corroboration  of  this  be 
might  say,  that  the  lale  Mr.  Humfr^ 
the  conveyancer,  estimated  that  in  Mid- 
dlesex almost  the  whole  of  the  landebacgcd 
owners  every  fourteen  years.  If  tbe  atamps 
on  conveyances  are  loo  high,  tbe  proper 
course  for  the  House  to  adopt  would  be 
to  reduce  them.  He  did  not,  however, 
believe  them  to  be  more  unjust  to  the 
landowner  than  receipt  stamps  to  (be 
tradesman.  He  thanked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  for  alluding  to  mortgsges. 
There  was  no  duty  in  the  whole  of  tbe 
Stamp  Act  which  more  clearly  denoo< 
itrated  that  the  laws  in  this  country  w«e 
made  for  the  rich,  and  not  for  the  poor. 
If  a  needy  tradesman  requires  to  bonow 
for  the  purposes  of  his  trade  the  sum  of 
501.,  he  has  to  pay  II.  as  duty,  while  tbe 
rich  landowner  who  wishes,  for  the  par- 
pose  of  improving  his  property  by  making 
roads  or  canals,  to  borrow  10,0O(U.,  only 
pays  a  duty  of  13/.,  while  if  he  wen 
charged  at  the  aame  rate  as  the  needy 
borrower  of  50/.,  he  on^^t  to  be  taxed 
200/.  If  the  sum  of  U.  is  a  fair  Us  on 
50/.,  the  following,  table  would  show  tbe 
loss  to  the  public  by  the  existing  sys- 
tem:— 


charges  on  land,  he  found  that  in  the  six 
succeeding  years  the  legacy  duty  roie  to 
14,700,000/.:  and,  therefore,  there  re- 
mained 3,900,000/.  as  a  legacy  duty  paid 
by  land.  He  thought  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  stated  too  much  for  the 
purposes  of  bis  argument.  In  the  first 
place,  these  figures  were  not  strictly  cor- 
rect, as  part  of  the  increase  had  been 
occasioned  by  the  legacy  duties  on  per- 
sonal property  being  raised.  But  even 
admitting  that  the  whole  rise  bad  been 
occasioned  hy  making  charges  on  land 
liable  to  the  duty,  still,  as  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  had  forgotten  to  state  to  the 
House  that  the  land  so-  chargeable  was 
not  subject  to  probate  duty,  and  as  tbe 
probate  duty  bore  to  legacy  duty  the  pro- 
portion of  one  to  one,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  shown  by  his  own  Bgures 
that  there  was  a  loss  to  the  revenue  of  at 
least  8,900,000/.,  in  consequence  of  pro- 
bate duty  not  having  been  charged  during 
the  period  ha  had  alluded  to.  The  next 
fallacy  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  this. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  bad  stated, 
that  Ihe  stamps  on  deeds  amounted  to  no 
less  a  sum  than,  in  England,  1,443,043/.; 
inScotland,]03,6Tl/.:inIreland,Il8,660/. 
—total,  1,665,294/.;  and,  consequently, 
that  the  landed  property  of  this  country 
was  subject  to  a  very  heavy  tax  from 
which  other  property  was  exempt.  No 
doubt,  if  the  facts  stated  by  tbe  Chsncelloi 
of  the  Exchequer  were  true,  his  inference 
would  be  correct;  but  what  would  tbe 
House  think  when  it  turned  out,  on  in- 
quiry, that  this  amount  of  I,6fi5,294/.  in- 
cluded not  only  stamps  on  conwnyeucei 
and  mortgages,  but  every  species  of  legal 
deed  to  which  personal  property  was 
liable,  and  was  therefore  totally  inapplic- 
able to  the  argument.  He  would  mentioo 
a  few  of  the  items,  comprising  this  sum  of 
1,665,294/.,  and  the  House  could  judge 
for  itself.  There  were  admissions  to  the 
learned  professions,  affidavits,  agreements, 
bonds,  charter  parties,  leaseholds  and 
leases,  certificates  on  drawbacks,  deeds  of 
all  aorta,  and  declarations  of  trusts,  grants 
and  letters  patent,  powera  and  warranta  of 
attorney,  duties  on  law  proceedings,  mort- 
gages, stamps  on  policies  of  life  assurance, 
and  settlements  of  personal  properly.  He 
certainly  had  never  heard  a  statement 
made  in  that  House  more  calculated  to 
mislead  than  that  of  the  right  hon.  tien- 
Uemao,  the  CbancfllleT  of  the  Ezobecfner, 


So  that  tbe  country  lost  no  less  a  ssB 
than  1,129/.  on  tbirteeo  mor^pagei.    11>*„ 
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noble  Lard,  tba  Secretary  for  the  Colo- 
niei  hhd  laid  that  hon.  Members  on  thit 
side  of  the  Houm  had  foi^otiea  the 
charges  on  mairiagei  or  family  lettle- 
mentt.  Retlly  tlie  ooble  Lord  could  ooi 
have  made  accurate  ioquiriei  on  the  sub- 
ject, if  he  thought  the  charges  on  marriage 
settlementi  were  a  reason  for  ezemptiog 
real  property  from  iegac;  and  probate  do- 
ties.  What  were  (he  facts  ?  Why,  that 
pertonsl  property  paid  more  in  proportion 
than  land  in  case  of  a  settlement.  Sup- 
posing A  and  B  were  desiious  of  setlling 
20,000^.  on  (he  marriage  of  their  daugh- 
ters on  the  usual  trusts,  A  being  a  land- 
owner and  B  a  fundhotder ;  did  llie  noble 
Lord  know  what  the  ttanip  duties  would 
be  ?  In  the  esse  of  A  (the  landowner)  he 
would  have  to  pay 

I.    t.    d. 

1     15    Odeedsta 


but  in  case  of   B  ((he  fundholder) 
would  have  (o  pay 


X31  5  0 
being  the  large  anm  of  23i.  5t.  more 
than  (be  landowner  had  to  [ttv.  He  was 
iorry  to  (rouble  the  House  with  these  de- 
tails; bn(  the  only  way  of  answering  the 
fallacies  that  had  been  brough(  forward  in 
defence  of  the  present  unjust  system  was 
by  pointing  out  the  mistakes  that  had 
been  made.  He  did  notthink  the  present 
scale  of  probate  duties  on  personal 
property  a  good  one;  but  still,  if 
probate  duties  were  imposed  on  landed 
property,  the  inequalities  of  (he  scale 
might  be  altered.  He  thought,  on  the 
whole  a  tax  falling  on  property  after 
death  was  a  good  tax ;  it  was  in  the  nature 
'  of  such  tax  to  be  unavoidable.  If  a  tax 
were  laid  on  wine,  or  on  any  article  of 
consumption,  the  public  might  evade  the 
tax,  by  not  using  thearticle  ;  but  as  every 
man  must  die,  and  leave  his  properly 
behind  him,  the  whole  property  in  the 
United  Kingdom  must  sooner  or  later  be- 
come subject  to  the  taa.  He  would  no 
longer  trespass  on  the  attention  of  the 
House,  but,  repealing  that  he  believed  the 
propotilion  be  had  made  was  founded  on 
juuice  and  leaion,  he  would  leave  it ' 
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the  hands  of  the  Honse  to  decide  ai  thejr 
might  think  best  for  the  interests  of  all 
classes  of  society  in  the  United  Empire. 
The  hon.  Member  concluded  by  moving, 

"That  it  will  be  expedient  for  this  House, 
al  an  earl;  period,  Id  resolve  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  for  the  purpose  of 
considerini;  the  act  55  George  3rd,  c.  1B4, 
with  the  view  □(  imposing  legacy  and  probate 
duties  on  auceessiou  to  real  estates,  of  the 
same  amounl  as  are  now  imposed  by  the  said 
act  on  succession  to  persons!  property." 

The  Chanctllor  of  the  Exclnquer  was 
sure,  that  every  hon.  Member  who  had 
heard  the  hon.  Gentlemso  would  be  con- 
vinced, ihat  this  motion  was  brought  for- 
ward more  with  the  view  of  discussion  than 
for  any  practical  result.  As  br  as  the 
probable  effect  of  such  a  change  went,  the 
House  had  practically  discussed  the  sub- 
ject when  the  noble  Lord,  the  Member  for 
London,  had  moved  his  resoluiions.  He 
hsd  ihen  staled,  that  by  imposing  the 
same  duties  on  real  and  personal  property, 
they  would  not  produce  so  targe  a  revenue 
as  was  anticipated,  neither  would  it  place 
the  two  properties  on  an  equal  footing. 
The  hon,  Genllemao  proposed  by  his  mo- 
tion "  to  consider  only  the  act  of  56  George 
3rd,  c.  184,  with  a  new  of  imposing  lega- 
cy and  probate  duties  on  succession  to 
real  eslatea  of  the  same  amount  as  are  now 
imposed  by  the  said  act  on  succession  to 
personal  property."  Now,  the  hoc.  Gen- 
tleman was  well  aware  that  his  motion 
merely  meant  to  deal  with  real  property, 
which  was  not  under  settleulent — for  the 
act  which  imposed  the  Irgacy  and  probate 
duties  dealt  with  no  personal  property 
under  settlement ;  if  a  party  divested  him- 
self in  hit  life-time  of  all  property  that 
could  pass  by  devise,  his  estate  paid  no 
legacy  or  probate  duty.  It  was  clearly 
the  view,  therefore,  of  the  hon.  Member  to 
apply  his  proposed  enactment  only  to  un- 
settled landed  properly.  He  was  anxious 
to  impress  this  upon  the  House,  because 
it  would  have  an  extensive  influence  on 
the  amount  which  (he  hon.  Gentleman 
calculated ' he  should  obtain;  and  was 
important  in  i  irmioiDg  whether  the  tax 
would  really  i.a/e  the  e£Fect  suggested. 
He  had  staled  on  a  former  nighi>— and  hia 
statement  had  not  been  controverted— 
that  the  great  bulk  of  the  landed  property 
of  this  country  was  under  settlement ;  and 
if  the  seme  duty  (hat  was  now  applied  to 
personal  property  were  extended  to  real 
.property  unsettled,  a  large  portion  of  the 
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landed  property  of  thii  country  would  b« 
u  much  eiempted  frora  the  paymeDl  of 
thia  duty  as  it  now  wai.  He  had  Haled 
then,  and  fa«  bad  been  lince  confiTined  ia 
the  opiDion,  that  the  largest  part  of  the 
nnMttled  landed  property  oelonged  to  the 
■mall  propiietoTi,  and  the  effect,  therefore, 
of  the  hon.  Membei's  motion  would  be  to 
exempt  the  bulk  of  landed  property,  wbicb 
belonged  to  the  large  hiddera,  and  impose 
the  duty  on  the  smaller,  anperaddiog  the 
legacy  and  probate  duties  to  the  charges 
to  which  tbey  were  at  present  subject. 
He,  therefore,  conceiTcd,  that  the  Ux 
would  upon  this  ^und  eloae  disappoint 
theboD.  OentlanaD,  >o  far  as  the  amount 
ofrerranelobederivedfroraitweat.  With 
regard  to  the  property  of  the  Duchess  of 
Bncolesgh,  of  which  thehon.  Gentlenian's 
comspoBdent  uMnplained  u  not  betog 
liable  to  dnty  on  its  paMing  to  Lord  John 
Scott,  Dodaty  would  have  been  paid  under 
(he  ptestnt  proposal,  for  the  property  did 
not  pus  by  devise,  but  under  a  aettlemeut 
made  many  years  before  fay  a  foriner 
owner.  So  ^so  was  it  with  respect  to 
the  oUier  property  of  large  amount,  to 
which  the  hon.  Genilonan  bad  adverted. 
Then,  said  the  hon.  Gentleman,  "  Your 
■tamp  dutiM  are  guwrally  liable  to  the 
obarge  of  committing  great  injustice,  and 
Ofwrate  most  sMqnuly."  He  would  not 
iben  dafeod  the  stamp  dutieai  be  did  not 
deny  that  ibey  were  Imperfeot;  he  had 
■DBS  yean  bidm  binaalf  eadeaTOnred  to 
effect  a  geoenl  rofom.  bat  ho  bed  bem 
impeded  by  th«  naraeiout  ol^tions  made 
In  hon.  GentleiD«i  to  difierent  pan*  of  hie 
pMB.  His  noeenor,  Lord  Monteagle, 
had  alio  attempted  a  refom ;  but  he,  too, 
wu  aaniled  by  such  general  otqectiaBS, 
that  be  was  glad  to  retire  from  the  6re 
under  the  shelter  of  a  reduction  of  the 
duty  upon  newspapers.  Although  be 
thought  that  aoon  improvement  might  be 
made,  and  although  he  was  wiUiag  to 
loc^.  after  due  coaiideratioo,  to  a  change 
for  Ike  batter,  yet  of  course  the  power  of 
doing  this  mnit  dniend,  not  only  upon 
posona  in  office  nnaer  Oovemment,  but 
also  upon  those  who  had  thought  upon 
this  aatsact,  and  who  were  willing  with  a 
view  to  geoeial  benefit,  to  waive  individual 
ot^ectioDs.  Equal,  or  unequal,  however, 
as  the  stamp  duties  might  be,  they  had 
no  very  material  bearing  upon  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House.  Inequality  there 
aamredly  was,  but  certain  circumstances 
iWHt  he  lakes  into  account,  aad  it  must 


b«  recollected,  that  as  they  were  laid 
on  for  the  purposes  of  lereDue,  if  tbej 
were    theoretically    equal,    they    migbt, 
for   that  purpose,  be  pncticafly  ineffi- 
cient.    The  bon.  Gentleman  bad  staled, 
that  personal    properly    wax  aubiect  to 
the   probate    and  leescy    duties,    which 
bad  no  reference  whatever  to  land.    It 
was  true,  that  the  act  which  passed  to 
1796  did  not  relate  to  landed  property, 
and  that  Mr.  Pitt  was  defested  in  hii 
attempt  to  iDclude  land;  but  Hr.  Pill 
returned  to  tbe  attack,  and  not  only  sac> 
ceeded  in  imposing  the  legacy  duty  upon 
personal  property,  but  ^to  on  all  real  pro- 
perty directed  to  be  sold.     He  thoivh(t 
that  he  had  shown  the  proportion  between 
the  amount  of  legacy  duty  paid  on  per- 
sonal property  and  real  property  to  be  as 
eight  to  five.     He  admitted  there  was  an 
inequality  as  to  the  probate  duty,  but  the 
legacy  duty  was  paia  in  tbe  proportion  be 
had  mentioned.     He  would  now  consider 
a  little  what  was  the  effect  of  investing 
money  in  land  and  in  tbe  funds,  so  far  ai 
the  payment  of  taxes  to  the  revenue  was 
concerned.  Supposeamanhaving  10,000^1 
of  property  wished  to  invest  5,000/.  in  tbe 
fuuds,  and  0,000/.  in  land;  if  he  pur- 
chased land  he  would  be  subject  to  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  charge.    It  was  diffi- 
cult to  say  what  was  the  relative  amount 
of  stamp  duties  paid  on  personal  pmpeiiy        ' 
and  on  real,  but  be  bad  pneured  fioa 
tbe  stamp-affice  a  retnni  of  what  woaU 
be  tbe  amount  of  charge  impoMd  ou  an 
individual  who  laid  out  £,0001  upon  land. 
First,  there  wu  the  duty  on  the  eontiact 
of  1/. ;  on  the  lease  for  years  the  charge 
wu  II.  16*. ;  on  the  principal  skin  of  the 
oovenant  the  duty  was  56l,t  aad  tbete 
was  also  a  duty  upon  erery  luaceadiBg 
akin,  amounting  on  all  lo  6*.;  thnu  wa* 
a  chai^  of  H.  lOt.  on  the  atteaied  co- 
pies ;    and   a   charge   of    ]{.    15s.  upon 
the  outstanding  term.    And  thus  a  total 
charge  of  68/.  upon  tbe  tiansfer  of  iaad 
was  made,  iriiic^  was  to  be  paid  <ktwD  n 
the  first  inatanca.    But  be  would  now  tss 
what  it  would  cost  a  man  to  invest  bis 
money  to  tbe  same  amount  in  the  fundi. 
It  would  cost  him  nothing ;  for  be  nigbt 
walk  into  tbe  city,  and  wtlhoat  any  ef 
pence  on  account   of  stamp.duty,   his 
money  might  be  invested,  and  become  im- 
mediately prolitable.    Returning  no*  te 
the  cue  of  a  landed  proprietor,  he  would 
suppose  that  he  lived  for  twenty  years,  aad 
that  at  tbe  expiialxu  «f  that  period  ha  „  . 
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died,  fearing  his  bads  to  hit  son.  The 
6BI.  which  he  had  paid  in  the  first  iostonce, 
ir  he  bad  retaiaM  it  in  his  own  hands, 
would  in  the  course  of  that  time,  have 
become  more  than  doubled,  but  he  would 
now  be  called  upon  to  make  no  fieah  pay- 
tnent  in  respect  of  bis  property.  Sap- 
posing  the  man  possessed  of  personal  pro- 
perty to  baTe  also  died  at  tae  ezpiratiou 
of  the  same  period,  also  leaving  bis  money 
to  bis  ion,  a  chaise  of  50i.  would  be  made 
npon  the  .5,000/.  which  he  had  supposed 
him  to  possess,  and  thus  the  traosfer  of 
the  personal  property  would  be  effected 
at  a  cost  far  less  than  that  which  would 
attend  the  disposal  of  landed  properly 
from  one  individual  to  another.  Un- 
doubledly  if  the  personal  property  of  the 
deceased  person  was  bequeathed  by  him 
to  bia  braueT  or  to  a  stranger,  the  charfe 
for  legacy  duty  would  be  considerably 
greater  than  he  bsd  suggested,  though 
still  smaller  than  the  sccumulatad  amount 
which  the  681.  the  landed  proprietor  would 
be  liable  to  pay  would  have  amounted  to, 
had  he  been  exempted  from  payment  for 
the  same  period ;  but  in  aif  uing  cases  of 
this  description  ha  thought  that  it  was 
more  fair  end  jnat  to  take  Uie  ordinary 
coarse  of  snecession  to  the  son,  than  the 
mors  nonsual  one  of  bequest  to  a  strangw. 
8o  nticb,  then,  for  iDstances  of  particular 
estalfls.  The  iM>n,  Member  had  said  that 
a  large  proportion  of  the  deeds  in  respect 
of  wbioh  stamp  duties  were  payable,  were 
not,  in  truth,  applicable  to  real  property, 
bat  ap[died  rather  to  matters  relating  to 
panooal  property  t  but  from  inqnirita 
which  ha  baa  ssade  of  those  who  were 
best  able  to  afiord  information,  and  to 
draw  just  ealcnlations,  he  found  that  a 
very  lai^  proportion  of  the  duty  derivable 
from  ttus  source  was,  in  trnth,  paid  in 
raspact  of  deeds  which  affected  or  related 
to  lauded  property,  and  not  personal  pro' 
party,  many  of  the  Utter  being  found  to 
prodoca  very  little  or  so  revenue  on  their 
being  taken  into  account.  The  difficulty 
in  arguing  this  question  was,  that  they  had 
no  precise  data  to  go  npoo,  and  that  they 
could  only  found  their  conclusions  upou 
general  calculations ;  for,  to  go  through 
the  whole  of  the  sUmp  laws  with  a  view 
to  the  arrival  at  minnteTssaIts,was  a  task 
tba  accomplishment  of  which  would  re- 
quire the  application  of  the  force  of  a  very 
large  establishment.  Those  who  were 
best  acquainted  with  this  subject  calcu- 
lated IM  total  amount  of  these  deeds 
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at    1,700,000^.  and  of    this  a  snai  of 
l,100,000f.  bad  reference  to  landed  pro- 


perty ;  while  600,000^  only  was  'the 
amount  in  regard  of  personu  properly. 
But  if  the  hon.  Member  was  induced  to 
suppose  that  he  had  culcnhtted  this  at  an 
improper  ratio,  be  would  take  the  com- 
parative amouot  to  be  as  two  to  one. 
[Mr.  Etoart :  You  include  leases  which 
are  personal  property.]  A  lease  on  a 
landed  estate  was  said  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber to  be  a  chattel— a  mere  matter  of  per- 
sonsl  property;  but  although  this  might 
be  perfectly  trae,  he  said  that  it  was  a 
cba^  upon  the  landed  estate.  He  did 
not  know  whether  there  were  any  other 
points  in  reference  to  this  subject  to  which 
it  was  necessary  for  him  to  refer,  but  he 
must  say,  that  the  view  which  he  look  of 
this  question  remained  unaltered  after  all 
that  he  bad  heard  in  the  coun*  of  this 
evening.  He  did  not  deny  that  the  stamp 
duties  might  and  did  require  amendment, 
and  that  it  was  difficult,  without  a  very 
careful  and  a  ver^  minute  examination  of 
them,  to  ascertain  which  of  them  applied 
to  landed  and  which  to  personal  property ; 
but  he  contended  that  if  this  motion  was 
carried,  the  effect  of  it  would  not  be  to 
produce  that  revenue  which  it  was  said 
would  be  realised  from  it;  but  that  it 
would  operate  only  on  the  small  class  of 
landed  proprielort;  but  considMiag  that 
they  had  amoug  them  some  of  the  most 
independent  and  useful  msmbars  of  the 
community,  he  should  be  indiBposed  to 
press  upon  them  with  any  undDO  measnra 
of  increased  taxation. 

Mr.  Hmu  thought,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  lud  just  aat  down  had 
made  out  so  strong  a  case  as  to  induce 
the  House  to  vote  in  favour  of  his  hou. 
Friend's  motion.  The  right  hon.  Qentle. 
man  bad  said,  that  there  was  great  in- 
equality in  the  operation  of  the  stamp 
laws,  and  he  had  admitted,  that  the  bur- 
dens on  personal,  were  as  eight  to  five  on 
real  property.  He  told  the  House,  how- 
ever,  that  if  this  motion  was  carried,  the 
existing  law  of  settlement  of  land  would 
prevent  its  being  liable  to  the  taxation, 
which  was  expected  from  it,  but  to  that 
be  said,  that  an  act  of  Parliament  might 
eauly  rectify  this.  He  contended,  tnat 
if  any  such  exceptions  existed,  inquiry 
ought  to  be  made,  and  these  should  be 
removed,  as  what  was  really  wanted  in  this 
country  was  equality  of  laxatioo.  He  had 
received  many  letten  complaining  of  tba 
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inequality  or  the  existing  taiation  upon 
what  mn  considered  real  and   penonal 

Eoperly.  Aa  an  example,  in  a  letter  Trom 
evonport,  he  learned,  that  the  estate  of 
Sit  John  St.  Aubyn,  in  that  borough, 
worth  16,0001.  per  annum,  was  leased  for 
lives,  and  that  the  whole  of  those  leases 
would  be  charged  probate  and  legacjduty, 
while  the  freehold  estate  of  Sir  John  St. 
Aubyn  adjoining  would  go  by  descent 
"^  without  the  payment  of  any  duty  at  all. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  slated,  that 
the  proposed  tax  on  real  property  by 
descent,  woald  fall  upon  the  small  landed 
proprietors.  Why,  that  was  the  com- 
plaint under  the  existing  law,  for  in 
ninety-nine  out  of  100  cases,  the  pro- 
perty of  the  poorer  class  was  sold  to  be 
divided  amongst  children  or  relations  and 
thus  paid  legacy  duty,  while  in  999  out 
of  1,000  cases  the  real  estate  of  the  aris- 
tocracy went  direct  to  the  heir-at-law, 
and  did  not  contribate  any  duty  to  the 
Exchequer.  With  regard  to  the  compli- 
cated nature  of  the  stamp  duties  and  the 
alleged  difficulty  of  getting  data  on  which 
to  assess  real  property  by  descent,  he  sub- 
mitted it  as  the  duty  of  Parliament,  in 
the  present  state  of  the  nation,  to  ascer- 
tain and  dcBne  accurately  the  distinct 
burdena  of  taxation,  and  how  they  pressed 
OR  every  class  of  the  people.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  taken  five  or  six  months  ma- 
turely to  consider  and  digest  his  views  and 
propositions,  before  submitting  them  to  the 
House.  Why  had  ho  not  appointed  a 
commission  at  the  close  of  the  last  Session 
to  inquire  into  the  nature  of  the  burdens 
on  real  and  personal  property,  and  then  he 
would  have  been  enabled  to  furnish  full 
information  on  this  very  subject  about 
which  BO  much  difficulty  was  said  to  exist 
—information  upon  which  Parliaraentand 
the  Government  might  have  acted.  If 
Mr.  Pitt  had  wished  to  tax  real  property, 
he  would  have  had  no  difficulty  in  pro- 
viding that  the  settlement  of  estates  should 
not  escape  the  fair  burden ;  and,  while 
mentioning  the  name  of  that  Statesman, 
he  conid  not  avoid  stating  to  the  House, 
that  there  never  was  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature which  proved  more  clearly  the  in- 
fluence of  class  legislation  than  that  by 
which  the  legacy  duty  on  personal  was 
first  imposed,  and  real  property  exempted. 
He  had,  on  a  former  occasion,  adverted 
to  the  history  of  that  bill,  as  it  was  found 
in  the  Journals  of  the  Houk.    It  ap- 


peared, that  a  message  from  tha  Crown, 
on  the  8th  December,  1795,  called  upon 
the  House  to  make  provision  for  the  ex- 
traordiaary  expenses  of  the  public  service, 
and  two  resolutions  were  proposed  and 
passed  by  the  House,  expressing  their 
opinion,  that  the  duty  should  be  cliai^ed 
equally  upon  real  and  personal  property. 
The  first  of  the  resolutiona  was  as  fol- 
lows ; — 

"  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  towards  raising  the  inpplj 
graated  to  his  Majesty,  a  duty  be  charged 
upon  the  clear  value  of  aoj  real  estate,  that 
upon  tlie  death  of  any  person,  shall  descand, 
or  pass  by  devise,  or  by  force  of  any  gift, 
grant,  or  conveyance,  or  by  act  or  operation 
of  law,  to,  or  to  the  uae  of,  or  in  trust  for,  any 
person  or  persons  of  the  kindred  of  the  de- 
ceased in  the  several  degrees  hereinafter  men- 
tioned (except  purchasers  for  valuable  consi- 
deration actually  paid),  in  fee  simple,  fee  tail, 
or  for  term  of  life  or  lives,  according  to  ih« 
rates  following." 

The  second  resolution  was  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms:— 

"  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opioiou  of  this  cotn- 
miltee,  that  towards  raising  the  supply  granted 
to  his  Majesty,  a  duty  be  charged  upon  every 
legacy,  and  upon  every  share  or  residue  of  the 
personal  estate  of  any  peraon  dying  and  leav- 
mg  such  estate  of  the  clear  value  of  lOOJ.  or 
upwards,  which  shall  pass  either  by  devise  or 
by  force  of  the  statute  of  distributions,  or  the 
custom  of  any  province  or  place,  to  any  of  the 
liindred  of  the  deceased  in  the  several  degrees 
hereinafter  mentioned,  according  to  the  rates 
folio  wing." 

These  were  the  resolutions  on  which 
Mr.  Pitt  proposed  to  levy  an  income-tax, 
equally  on  real  and  on  personal  property  ; 
and  on  the  8th  of  February,  1796, 
two  bills  were  introduced  founded  upon 
these  resolutions.  Onthe  lOthof  the  same 
month  the  bill  for  taxing  personal  pro- 
perty was  read  a  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  for  the  I3th.  It 
was  considered  in  committee  on  the 
17th ;  aod  on  subsequent  occasions  np 
to  the  17th  of  March,  when  the  le- 
port  was  considered;  the  third  reading 
was  carried  on  the  5th  of  April,  by 
sixty  -  four  to  sixteen  votes,  the  bill 
passed,  and  eventually  received  the  royal 
assent  on  the  21gt  of  April,  1796. 
With  respect  to  the  tax  upon  real  pro- 
perty, however,  the  course  was  far  differ- 
ent. The  second  reading  of  that  bill  was 
fixed  for  the  21st  of  April;  on  the  22nd 
it  was  committed ;  on  the  25th  and  26th 
it  was  alto  conaidered  iacommillee;  on.-. 
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the  5th  of  May  the  report  wai  conaidered ; 
on  the  9th  of  Maj  it  was  moved,  ihat  the 
reception  of  the  report  be  deferred  for 
three  tnonths,  nhich  was  negatived  b;  a 
majority  of  eighty-one  to  fifty-one ;  on  (he 
12th  and  13th  of  May  the  third  reading 
waa  diicuued,  and  the  motion,  that  the 
bill  be  DOW  read  a  third  time,  was  lost  by 
two,  the  numberi  being  for  the  third 
reading  forty-six,  agflinst  it  forty-eight. 
A  motion  was  then  made,  "  that  ihe  bill 
be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow,"  on 
which  the  nambera  were  fifty-four  to 
fifty-three;  and  on  the  main  motion  for 
the  third  reading  ibe  Home  again  divided, 
fifty-four  to  fifty-four.  The  Speaker  gave 
hii  casting  vote  in  favour  of  the  third 
reading;  but,  upon  the  bill  being  brought 
forward  the  next  oigbt,  it  wai  postponed 
for  three  monthi,  without  any  division  or 
tny  cause  being  assigned,  and  nothir 
more  was  heard  of  it.  He  had  been  ii 
formed,  that  the  caaie  of  that  conn 
being  adopted  was,  that  certain  of  M 
Pitt's  supporters  had  visited  him  in  tl 
morning,  and  had  told  him,  that  if  be 
pressed  on  the  hill  he  should  no  longer  re- 
ceive their  assistance;  and  Ihepersonal  pro- 
perty had  paid  upwards  of  62,000,000/. 
aterlingei  legacy  and  probate  duty  in  these 
forty- six  years;  whilat  real  property  had  not 
paid  one  farthing.  He  (Mr.  Hume)  con- 
tended, that  the  cause  of  this  class  legis- 
lation was,  that  the  people  were  not  repre- 
sented in  the  House;  and  it  must  be  evi- 
dent  to  every  person,  that  to  refer  such  a 
question  aa  this  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons as  at  present  constituted,  was  to 
refer  it  to  a  jury  of  landowners,  whose  in- 
terests were  opposed  to  those  of  the 
country  at  luffe.  He  contended,  that 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  maintaining 
Ihe  intereiti  of  the  landed  proprietors  in 
oppoailion  to  those  of  the  country  in 
general,  and  he  thought,  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  would  have  some  difficulty 
in  proving  to  the  House,  that  he  was  treat- 
ing these  with  equal  justice.  He  believed, 
that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  in  a  posi- 
tion of  great  difficnity — lhat  he  had  hard 
taskmasters  over  him,  and  that  he  was 
unable  to  do  that  which  he  really  thought 
would  be  for  the  interest  of  the  country. 
Uut  it  should  become  a  question  for  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  soon  to  do  justice  to 
all  interests :  he  differed  altogether  as 
to  the  amount  of  the  tax  which  would 
he  derived  from  the  real  property  of 
the  country.  He  took  the  value  of 
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landed  property,  as  it  was  stated  at  a 
meeting  of  landed  proprietors,  in  the 
course  of  last  year,  lhat  the  capital  em- 
ployed io  land  was  three  thousand  millions 
sterling  in  amount.  The  average  time  for 
which  that  property  would  remain  in  the 
hands  of  the  same  proprietor,  he  was  told, 
waa  thirty-three  years,  so  that  if  this 
property  were  subjected  to  a  tax  of  only 
3f  per  cent,  on  its  transfer,  an  annual 
return  of  two  and  a  half  millious  would 
be  produced.  Why,  then,  should  the 
House  be  called  upon  to  impose  this  ob- 
noxious  Income-tax  upon  traders  and 
others,  and  thereby  twice  to  tax  personal 
property,  when  so  just  a  tax  as  one  on 
real  property  by  deaceni,  was  capable  of 
realising  the  total  amount  of  the  deficiency 
complained  of.  He  contended,  that  there 
was  no  man  in  that  House,  who  wai 
desirous  of  doing  justice  to  the  people  of 
this  country,  who  ought  not  to  concur  in 
the  view  which  he  had  presented  to  the 
House.  He  thought,  that  hit  hon.  Friend 
was  fully  justified  ia  bringing  this  subject 
before  the  House,  and  he  hoped,  that  ho 
would  be  supported  in  it.  Instead  of  an 
Income-tax  to  add  to  the  burdens  of  the 
people,  this  was  a  time  when  ihey  were 
called  upon  to  effect  a  reduction  by  eco- 
nomy and  retrenchment  in  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  country.  Her  Majesty,  in  her 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  had  called  their 
attention  to  that  subject,  but  as  yet  no- 
thing  had  been  done  to  effect  that  object, 
and  he  should  like  to  be  informed  what 
steps  had  been  taken  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  towards  that  end?  He  main- 
tained, that  they  were  not  acting  honour- 
ably io  pressing  the  partial  and  unjust 
Income-tax  bill,  and  on  that  ground  he 
should  divide  in  favour  of  his  hoa.  Frieod'l 
motion. 

Mr.  Ewart  thought  (hat  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, had  argued  upon  a  fallacioua  ground, 
when  he  had  treated  this  question  as  if 
landed  property  and  real  property  were 
convertible  terms.  There  was  a  diitinc- 
tion  between  them  which  be  thought  he 
should  be  able  to  point  onl,  for  leasehold 
property  was  landed  property,  while  it  was 
not  real  property.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, by  a  ikilful  species  of  legerdemain, 
bad  contrived  to  leave  the  case  before  the 
House  as  if  the  two  kinds  of  property  were 
of  the  same  character.  Leasehold  pro- 
perty, however,  did  not  partake  of  the 
qualiiv  of  real  properly,  but  was  of  the 
2P 
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was  tare  that  if  what  be  iben  lud  ibouM 
go  before  the  public,  maaj  would  joiobim 
in  defying  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  coo- 
trad  ict  his  asierlion. 

Lord  /.  Ritsull  uid,  that  there  ap- 
peared to  him  to  hare  been  two  strong  ob- 
jections stated  to  the  present  inotioo,  one 
of  which  was  that  mode  to  the  words  of 
the  motion  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chefjuer,  who  told  the  Hoaie  that  if  thii 
tax  were  imposed  upon  real  property, 
were  impoeed  upon  the  lucccasioa  to  real 
citatei  to  the  same  amount  u  was  now 
imposed  upon  personal  property,  in  the 
first  place  it  would  not  effect  the  object  in 
view,  of  making  an  eqaality  in  those  dutiea, 
and  in  the  next  place  it  would  gi*e  but  a 
small  amount  to  the  revenne.  The  reason 
given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was, 
that  personal  property  which  was  settled 
was  not  liable  to  the  probate  and  legacy 
duties,  and  therefore  that  a  tax  upon  real 
property  to  the  same  amount  would  not 
affect  that  portion  of  it  which  was  settled. 
He  thought  that  a  sound  objection  to  the 
motion ;  but  he  owned  that  he  did  not 
see,  and  he  heard  no  reason  advanced 
why,  if  they  had  a  tax  upon  the  laccessioii 
to  property,  that  lax  should  not  be  equally 
imposed,  or  why  it  should  not  be  applied 
to  settled  as  well  ai  to  other  property. 
He  could  understand  the  olyectiou  to  a 
tax  upon  the  succeuioa  to  property,  that 
it  amounted  to  something  very  like  a  con- 
fiscation of  the  whole  property ;  but  if 
they  agreed  that  it  should  be  to  a  moderate 
extent  only,  and  used  it  as  one  of  the 
sources  of  taxation,  he  could  rtot  see  the 
justice  of  saying,  "  We  will  impose  Uiat 
tax  upon  all  property  which  is  not  settled, 
but  large  estates,  which  are  settled,  shall 
not  be  made  to  contribute  to  the  roveaM 
of  the  country  in  this  way,"  The  hoo. 
Member  for  Dumfries  stated,  and  he  fae- 


Batara  of  penoaalty.  There  wa«  a  second 
point  to  which  he  would  also  refer.  Lease- 
nold  property,  in  its  character  of  personal 
properly,  paid  the  probate  and  legacy 
duty;  but  it  was  not  only  subjected  to 
this  burden,  but,  by  reason  of  its  counec- 
tioD  with  land,  it  was  also  called  upon  to 
bear  the  additional  chai^  of  stamps  in 
trantitu.  This  was  the  effect  of  a  law 
which  had  been  made  by  a  predominant 
majority,  bnt  which,  he  thought,  ought 
not  to  be  continued  after  it  was  once 
pointed  out, 

Mr.  Waliace  said,  that  in  the  country 
to  which  he  belonged,  the  probate  duly 
was  the  most  tyrannical,  disgraceful,  and 
the  most  stringent  perhaps  of  any  enact, 
meot  known  in  that  country ;  it  was,  how- 
ever, a  little  mora  genteel  in  England,  and 
a  litlle  more  prompt  than  in  Scotland ; 
and  whilst  ibe  House  was  arguing  the 
queitioo  as  related  to  England,  he  de- 
manded that  the  inquiry  should  also  be 
applied  to  the  country  of  which  be  spoke. 
If  landed  property  paid  ils  fair  propor- 
tion of  doty,  the  owners  of  the  property 
would  take  care  that  the  law  should  not 
act  as  it  did  at  present.  He  altribuled 
the  present  evil  slate  of  things  to  that 
horrid  system  of  class  legislation  which 
prevailed  in  this  country.  Class- legisla- 
tion prevailed  to  a  great  extent  in  that 
House,  as  was  manifested  in  the  passing 
of  the  Corn-law  Bill ;  for  he  repeated  that 
that  bill  was  wholly  made  to  assist  that 
part  of  England  which  grew  the  best 
wheat.  It  was  great  injuitice  to  make 
any  distinction  between  the  taxation  of 
real  and  personal  property.  But  this  was 
the  reiult  of  class-legislation.  Ha  hoped 
every  man  on  his  aide  of  the  House  would 
denounce  class-legislation  ;  and  whenever 
he  got  to  the  other  side  along  with  his 
friends,  whenever  that  time  might  be,  he 
hoped  their  oppoution  to  that  system 
wonld  be  unceasing,  for  it  was  class-legis- 
lation that  had  caused  the  present  de- 
pressed state  of  our  trade,  manufactures, 
the  shipping  interest,  and  our  foreign  and 
domestic  commerce.  Hence  there  was  no 
inveatment  for  capital,  and  consequently 
money  was  crowded  into  the  funds  and 
the  Bank.  The  foct  that  the  interest  of 
money  was  never  so  low  proved  this.  He 
affirmed  that  the  rite  in  the  funds,  of 
which  the  right  boo.  Baronet  boasted  as  a 
triumphant  indication  of  his  policy,  was 
not  produced  by  bis  measures,  but  by  the 
geD«al  alienation  c^  trade,  ice, ;  and  he 


lieved  truly,  that  leasehold  property,  which 
was  chargeable  with  and  paid  part  of 
these  legacy  and  prohata  duties,  was  like- 
wise liable  to  stamp  duty  on  conreyuee, 
and  was  thereby  liable  in  both  characteia 
to  this  tax.  He  believed  also,  that  it  was 
quite  true  that  there  was  a  great  portioa 
of  property  settled  in  families,  and  de- 
scending from  father  to  son,  or  from  one 
relation  to  another,  which  did  not  coma 
within  the  operation  of  this  tax,  and  which 
was  entirely  exempted  from  the  bill  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet ;  and  therefore  did  he 
think,  that  although  the  objection  to  tbt 
terms  of  the  notion  night  be  sound,  it  did 
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not  lake  away  tfae  value  of  the  geaeral 
principle  of  the  molion.  If  it  nere  laid 
tbat  iheM  taxei  should  be  tendered  pro- 
dactiva  to  the  revenue,  and  that  ihev 
ihould  be  made  equal — that  great  estates 
should  not  be  exempted  while  small  eitatei 
and  small  properties  were  subject  (o  ibem, 
then  would  he  agree  to  the  proposition. 
There  was  also  another  reason  why  be 
could  not  vote  for  the  motion,  a  reason  to 
which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
very  naturally  had  not  adverted.  He 
thought  the  Government  had  a  fair  right 
to  call  upon  them  to  agree  to  some  system 
regarding  the  finances  of  the  country. 
The  iyttem  they  had  proposed  was  to  im- 
pose a  large  amonot  of  taxation  on  pro- 
perty and  income.  He  had  already  stated 
It  as  hrs  opinion  that  that  was  a  measure 
to  which  they  ought  not  to  resorl— that 
they  had  other  means  at  their  command 
of  supplying  the  Exchequer,  and  amongst 
them  an  increste  of  the  assessed  taxes  and 
an  arrangement  of  the  probate  and  legacy 
duties.  The  House  had  refused  to  agree 
lo  his  proposition,  and  had  since  upon  two 
occasions  affirmed  the  principles  of  the 
tight  hon.  Baronet's  bill.  That  being  the 
case,  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  advis- 
able in  him  to  aid  by  bis  vote  a  proposition 
(br  imposing  additional  taxes  upon  the 
country.  He  regarded  an  Income-tax  as 
unadvisable  and  unnecessary,  but  he  did 
D0(  think  it  would  be  at  all  amending  the 
condition  of  the  country  if,  in  addition  to 
that  tax,  they  were  to  consent  to  impose 
an  additional  burden  on  the  country  in 
the  ahape  of  probate  and  legacy  duties. 
He  thought  it  would  be  very  fit  when  the 
Income-tax  was  passed  to  go  into  a  revi- 
sion of  those  probate  and  legacy  duties, 
to  say  that  so  much  was  collected  by  them, 
tbat  they  would  not  increase  that  amount, 
but  that  it  should  be  fairly  levied  upon 
all  species  of  property.  He  would  di- 
ninidi  taxation  upon  one  kind  and  in- 
crease it  on  another  kind  of  property, 
so  as  to  make  the  tax  fall  more  equally. 
As  the  motion  stood  on  the  paper,  there- 
fore, he  could  not  give  it  his  consent.  As 
one  of  those  who  considered  taxes  as  well 
M  commercial  resirictions  in  themselves 
80  evil,  he  should  not  feel  himself  war- 
ranted, from  any  abstract  love  of  this  tax 
of  probate  and  legacy  duties,  in  giving  bis 
vote  in  favour  ofiucb  a  tax.  Although  he 
agreed,  therefore,  that  there  should  be  an 
amendmeDt  made  in  the  present  system, 
tnd  tbat  tbc  hon.  Gentleman's  case  had 


not  been  answered  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  yet  he  could  not  upon  a 
division  vote  in  favour  of  the  proposition. 
He,  however,  hoped  that  the  question 
might  be  reconsidered  at  a  future  period, 
and  that  justice  would  be  introduced  into 
this  species  of  taxation.  The  right  hon. 
Ganlleman  himself  admitted  that  the 
stamp  duties  were  not  altogether  what 
they  ought  to  be. 

Sir  R,  Peel  said,  he  thought  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Montrose  had  given  proof 
during  the  short  period  of  time  which  had 
elapsed  since  his  return  to  that  House  that 
he  had  returned  to  it  like  a  giant  refreshed. 
It  would  really  appear  from  the  charts 
which  the  hon.  Member  had  brought 
against  him  tbat  the  hon.  Member  was 
not  aware  of  what  had  been  passing  dur- 
ing his  absence.  The  charge  against  him 
was,  that  he  had  deluded  the  agri- 
cultural interest,  that  be  had  conciliated 
their  favour  hy  false  praise,  that  he  had 
misused  the  power  and  the  confidence  that 
had  been  placed  in  him,  and  that  if  he 
were  now  to  appeal  to  the  country,  tnch 
would  be  the  mdignation  of  the  agricul- 
tural classes,  on  account  of  the  deception 
practised  towards  them  by  him,  tbat  he 
should  assuredly  he  left  in  a  small  mino- 
rity. An  attempt  was  thus  made  hy  those 
who  supported  ine  hon.  Member,  to  excite 
dissatisfaction  in  the  agricultural  frieode 
and  supporters  of  the  Governmeni,  on  the 
ground  that  be  had  grossly  betrayed  the 
trust  reposed  in  him  and  shown  himself 
peculiarly  unfavourable  to  them.  Such 
bad  been  the  charge.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber now  staled  that  he  ought  to  be  con- 
victed of  the  grossest  partiality,  that 
he  was  the  advocate  of  class  interesta, 
tbat  be  sacrificed  the  general  interests  of 
the  community  to  alanded  monopoly,  and 
thst  he  ought  to  be  sentenced  to  condign 
punishment  for  so  acting.  Now,  be  felt 
convinced  that  a  large  portion  of  the  com- 
munity would  believe  that  be  bad  endea- 
voured to  discharge  his  duty  ;  that  he  had 
discouraged  other  considerations  than 
those  which  a  conscientious  sense  of  pub- 
lic duty  had  dictated,  and  that  he  had 
attempted  to  do  justice  to  all  classes  in 
the  State.  Thus  was  he  on  the  one  band 
accused  of  having  deceived  the  arieultural 
interests,  and  on  the  other  of  sacriftciug 
every  other  interest  for  the  sake  of  their 
class  interests  and  for  their  peculiar  bene- 
fit. He  waa  surprised  that  duriay  the  ab- 
sence of  the  hoD>  Member  (et  MoDlnMa 
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from  thtt  Houie  he  liad  not  meilitated  a 
lillle  on  the  course  which  he  himuir  pur- 
■aed  last  Session  ;  hecnuse,  when  the  hon. 
Meiiit>er  denounced  a  property-tax  as  the 
most  unjuic  or  all  taies,  that  it  seriously 
affected  the  industrious  classes,  and  ihut 
it  was  in  its  very  nature  an  odious  tax, 
[Mr.  Hume:  The  inquisition.]  But  the 
inquisition  would  apply  to  property.  The 
bon.  Member  said,  thai  the  tax  would  di- 
minish the  funds  of  labour.  [Mr.  Hume: 
No.]  Now,  stop.  He  found  that  the  hon. 
Member  voted  last  year  in  favour  of  a 
motion  stating  "  that  the  assessment  of  all 
property,  real  and  personal,  within  the 
United  Kin^om;"  he  apprehended  that 
funded  property  was  personal  property. 
But  the  hon.  Member  contended  last 
night  that  there  never  was  a  more  iniqui- 
tous breach  of  public  faith  than  in  the 
taxation  of  personal  property.  He  had 
heard  the  hon.  Member  say  that  parlies 
who  incurred  debts  and  then  taxed  their 
creditors  were  gniity  of  a  shameful  viola- 
tion  of  public  duly;  that  all  those  who 
lent  money  were  clearly  entitled  to  an  ex- 
emption ;  that  it  was  perfectly  right  to  lax 
the  landowners,  but  that  he  objected  alto- 
gether to  taxation  npon  incomes  derived 
from  profeitioni  or  trades.  Last  night 
the  hon.  Hembei  said  that  any  tax  upon 
penonal  property  was  a  violation  of  pub- 
lic faith,  and  yet  be  understood  that  the 
hon.  Member  voted  last  Session  "  that  the 
assessment  of  all  property,  real  and  per- 
sonal, in  the  United  Kingdom,  would  be  a 
lit  and  proper  substitution  for  the  excise 
sad  customs'  duties."  Would  you  tax 
funded  property  for  that  purpose?  If  it 
were  at  all  a  violation  of  public  fsith,  it 
was  as  much  so  to  tax  funded  property 
for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  industrious 
daises  of  the  people  from  the  excise  du- 
ties as  it  was  to  tax  it  for  the  purpose  of 
redeeming  the  country  from  a  great  politi- 
cal emergency,  if  it  were  a  violation  of 
public  faith  to  tax  property  it  must  be  as 
great  a  violation  in  one  case  ai  the  other. 
He  could  not  consider  this  motion  in  any 
other  tight  than  as  a  renewal  of  the  debate 
on  the  second  reading  of  the  Property-tax 
Bill.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  it  was 
not  perfectly  fair,  but  it  was  quite  clear 
that  the  motion  and  discussion  on  it  was 
an  obstruction,  and  an  inlentionsl  ob- 
struction, to  tbe  prt^ess  of  that  bill.  He 
did  not  mean  to  say  that  it  was  a  vexati- 
ous or  fiictious  obstruction,  but  thai  prac- 
tically it  waa  an  obstruction.    If  the  hon. 
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Member  denied  that  it  was  a  practical 
obstruction  to  the  progress  of  the  public 
business,  then  was  the  hon.  Member  good 
enough  to  propose  an  additional  taxation 
on  the  country  of  1,600,000/.  [jHr.  £3- 
phinstoK  :  No ;  as  a  substitute  for  schedule 
D.]  The  hon.  Mover  only  proposed  m 
reduction  of  one-half  oPschedule  D.  He 
proposed  its  omission,  but  he  also  proposed 
that  the  landed  propert;?  of  the  country 
should  remain  in  schedules  A  and  B,  and 
be  liable  to  the  legacy  and  probate  du- 
ties. When  they  got  to  schedule  D  s 
discussion  would  arise  as  to  the  propriety 
of  exempting  incomes  derived  from  pro- 
fessions and  trades,  and  he  should  theo 
be  prepared  to  contend  that  in  proposiog 
a  tax  upon  property  it  was  just  to  tax  in- 
come so  derived  as  well  as  income  derived 
from  landed  properly.  He  should  contend 
against  the  hon.Gentleman's  proposition  on 
more  advantageous  terms.  The  hon.  Geo- 
tieman  said,  that  a  property-tax  was  per- 
fectly jugtifiable — not  only  justifiable,  but 
that  there  should  be  an  additional  impost 
in  the  shape  of  legacy  and  probate  dutiea. 
As  justly  observed  by  the  noble  Lord,  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  motion,  according  to  its 
terms,  implied  only  this — that  real  pro- 
perty should  be  subject  to  the  legacy  and 
probate  duties  upon  the  satne  conditions 
as  those  upon  which  penonal  property  was 
now  Uxed;  personal  property  being  tbe 
subject  of  ttettleeaent  was  now  exempted 
from  those  duties,  and  consequently  that 
if  the  hon.  Gentleman  succeeded  in  car- 
ryini^  his  motion,  and  if  the  conditions  on 
which  it  was  founded  were  strictly  adhered 
10,  he  would  exempt  from  the  liability  to 
legacy  and  probate  duties  all  large  estates 
in  this  country  which  were  the  subject  of 
settlement.  It  might  be  open  to  discus- 
sion whether  the  fact  of  settlement  should 
prevail  against  those  duties  either  in  the 
case  of  real  or  personal  property ;  but  all 
the  hon.  Gentleman  proposed  was,  that 
real  property  was  to  be  subject  to  the 
same  conditions  that  personal  property 
was  now  subject  to.  It  being  exempted, 
it  was  quite  clear  that  the  only  cssea  in 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  effect 
his  object  were  those  of  landed  estates 
which  were  not  the  subject  of  settlement, 
and  consequently  those  which  probably  did 
not  conslitute  the  great  mass  of  property 
in  ibis  country,  or,  at  least,  which  were 
not  the  properly  of  the  great  landed  pro- 
prietors of  this  country.  He  trusted  that 
the  House,  having  given  its  assent  to  the ,,,  |-^y 
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principle  of  the  Income-tax,  hnving  again 
and  again  affirmed  that  principle — he 
trusted  that  the  majority  of  the  House 
would  not  consent  to  a  motion  which  evi- 
dently disturbed  the  arrangement  to  which 
the  House  had  already  agreed.  The  noble 
Lord  bad  referred  to  the  legacy  and  pro- 
bate duties ;  but  he  believed  that  the  noble 
Lord  had  not  included  them  in  his  own 
motion.  The  noble  Lord  mentioned  other 
taxes  which  he  thought  might  be  tried — 
taxes  upon  articles  of  consumption,  many 
of  which  would  be  reduced  by  the  measure 
of  the  Governmeni;  but  he  was  rather 
surprised  that  the  noble  Lord,  who  had 
expressed  so  strong;  an  opinion  upon  the 
legacy  and  probate  duties,  did  not  leave 
that  opinion  on  record  in  ihe  resolutions 
he  recently  proposed  to  the  House.  The 
noble  Lord  made  a  Taint,  indistinct  allu- 
sion to  the  question  of  sugar  and  corn, 
and  some  reference  also  to  assessed  taxes, 
but  this  great  principle  of  legacy  and  pro- 
bate duties,  as  applied  to  real  property, 
was  not  embodied  in  the  formal  resolutions 
of  the  noble  Lord,  a  Icind  of  record  which 
was  sopposed  to  be  peculiarly  applicable 
to  the  opinions  of  great  stateimeo.  The 
opinion  of  the  Government  was,  that  a 
tax  upon  income,  objectionable  as  it  might 
be,  was  still  liable,  on  the  whole,  to  less 
objeclious  than  any  other  impositioo  by 
which  such  sum  of  3,700,000/.  could  be 
raised.  The  House  having  aEBrroed  that 
point,  he  fell  himself  exempted  from  the 
necessity  of  entering  into  the  details  of 
this  particular  proposition  before  the 
Honse— a  proposition  for  additional  taxa- 
tion which  be  was  sure  the  House  would 
not  affirm.  Whether  he  had  asked  for 
taxes  enough  or  not,  he  was  not  prepared 
positively  to  declare.  He  could  only  say, 
that  the  question  was  a  mnsl  extensive 
and  complicated  one;  that  no  just 
elusion  could  be  drawn  without  looking  to 
the  whole  of  the  stamp  duties  and  taxes 
npon  conveyances  ;  and  he  did  trust,  if  at 
any  time  a  modi^caiion  of  the  existing 
system  should  be  made,  that  there  would 
be  a  Government  sufficiently  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  confidence  of  the  House  t( 
be  entrusted  with  the  review  of  the  whole 
question,  rather  than  it  should  be  devolved 
upon  a  select  committee.  Any  modifica- 
tion of  the  probate  and  legacy  duties,  oi 
an  extension  of  them  to  other  property, 
could  not  take  place  without  a  change  in 
other  burdens  that  bore  in  a  different  way 
on  different  kinds  ofpropeity.    He  would 
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not  pronounce  a  decided  opinion  against 
the  couaideration  of  a  question  of  this 
Icind.  He  should  give  his  decided  vote  in 
favour  of  the  impositioo  of  an  Income-tax 
in  preference  to  an  alteration  oF  the  pro- 
and  legacy  duties.  He  thought  it 
unwise  for  persons  in  public  situations, 
is  they  were  required  by  necessity,  to 
give  positive  pledges  of  opinion  on  any 
ubject  so  complicated  in  its  details  as 
his.  l/xik  to  the  probabilities  of  evasion 
which  would  arise  on  the  imposition  of 
a  lax,  from  the  facilities  which  per- 
had  for  divesting  themselves  during 
life  of  the  property  which,  unless  the  pro- 
posed tax  were  imposed,  they  would  trans- 
Ter  by  legacy.  As  the  House  had  already 
recorded  its  vole  in  favour  of  that  pro- 
perty-tax for  which  the  tax  proposed  by 
the  bon.  Gentleman  was  put  forward  as  a 
substitute,  he  did  hope  that  it  would  be 
negatived  by  a  large  majority,  and  that 
the  House  would  be  allowed  to  proceed 
with  the  details  of  the  measure  which  the 
Oovernmerft  had  proposed  to  meet  the 
financial  difficulties  of  the  country,  and 
the  principle  of  which  the  House  had,  after 
repeated  discussions,  affirmed  by  larga 
majorities. 

Mr,  EUice  hoped,  that  be  should  bo 
acquitted  by  the  right  bon.  Baronet  from 
all  implication  in  his  charge  of  a  desire  to 
obstruct  the  measure  he  bad  proposed,  if 
he  voted  for  the  present  motion,  for  rea- 
sons which  he  would  explain.  He  should 
do  so,  not  because  he  wished  to  add  this 
tax  to  that  which  the  right  bon.  Baronet 
already  proposed  to  raise  by  hi*  bill ;  not 
because  he  wished,  as  the  hoo.  Member 
himself  did,  to  substitute  it  for  schedule 
D;  but  simply  because  he  did  hope,  that 
by  agreeing  to  this  motion,  they  would  be 
advancing  one  step  towards  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  whole  system  of  the  duties 
affecting  property  in  this  country.  Those 
duties  stood  on  a  most  unequal,  unfair, 
and  unjust  footing  at  present.  He  entirely 
agreed  with  the  right  hon.  Baronet  in  one 
thing — that  it  was  impossible  to  replace 
the  revenue  in  an  efficient  state  without  a 
direct  appeal,  in  the  shape  of  taxation,  to 
the  property  of  the  country.  He  did  not 
oppose  the  present  measures  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  on  the  grounds  taken  by 
some  Gentlemen  on  his  side  of  the 
House;  show  him  a  necessity  for  the 
tax  propoKed,  and  whether  we  were  at  war 
or  at  peace  he  would  not  flinch  from 
voting  for  it.     He  was  well  aware  of  the 
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fvTCe  of  ihe  right  hon.  Baronet'i  objection 
to  this  molioD — that  it  ooljr  embraced  ooe- 
bair  of  the  aubject ;  bo  wai  fully  aware 
of  the  neceisit?  of  extending  the  prin- 
ciple, not  merely  to  legacy  and  probate 
duty,  but  to  other  raoJei  of  traniferrinir 
property.  Many  acbemea  were  resorted 
10  to  evade  the  duty.  One  case  bad  come 
under  hi>  knowledge,  where  a  person, 
wiihiag  10  Iranafer  aoioe  ttock  to  a  stran- 
ger in  blood,  ■  declaration  was  made  on 
batr  a  abeet  of  paper  that  the  itock  in 
queition  was  held  for  the  benefit  of  the 
cue  person  during  hit  life,  and  after  his 
death  of  the  other,  By  thii  means  the 
10  per  cent,  duly  was  evaded.  He  wai 
fully  aware  of  the  weight  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet's  objection,  but  tllll  he  voted 
fur  Ihe  molion  Id  the  hope  ihat  it  might 
lead  to  B  full  review  of  the  present  duties 
on  property  with  regard  to  all  corlingen- 
cies.  The  commercial  interest  did  not 
with  properly  to  bear  any  unfair  share  of 
taxation  ;  all  ihey  required  was,  that  it 
should  bear  lis  full  fair  share  of  the  public 
burden).  He  must  always  regret  to  take 
a  course  differing  from  that  of  his  noble 
Friend,  but  looking  to  the  slate  of  the 
country,  and  the  manner  in  which  public 
opinion  was  brought  to  bear  upon  their 
proceedings,  he  did  think  it  was  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  they  should  endea- 
vnur  to  preserve  equity  and  equality  in  all 
their  proceedings  with  regard  to  laxalion. 

Dr.  Bowring  had  listened  with  great 
pleasure  to  the  doubling,hesitating  manner 
in  which  the  right  ban.  Baronet  expressed 
his  opposition  to  the  motion  before  the 
House.  It  appeared  to  bim  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  not  clearly  understood 
the  opinions  of  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Montrose  (Mr.  Hume),  who  had  merely 
said  that  if  foreigners  with  money  vested 
in  the  fundi  of  this  country,  were  to  be 
exempted  from  the  payment  of  a  per 
centage  on  these  funds,  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple they  should  exempt  the  English  fund- 
holder,  But  his  hon.  Friend  had  not  ex- 
pressed any  positive  opinion  as  to  the  pro- 
priety or  impropriety  of  taxing  funded 
properly  in  general.  He  admitted  that 
there  might  be  some  just  objection  taken 
to  Ihe  wording  of  the  motion  before  the 
House,  and  he  should  therefore  move  as 
an  amendment  the  following  words,  in  ad- 
dition 10  Ihe  motion  as  it  then  stood  : — 

"  As  a  substiiule  for  some  of  those  taxes 
which  weigh  most  oppresaively  on  the 
country. " 


ViicDUDt  Howick  aaid,  that  all  sUea  of 
the  House  soemed  to  agree  with  his  nobla 
Friend  ei  to  the  iuequality  of  the  taxation 
on  teal  and  personal  property  as  it  at  pre- 
sent stood,  but  the  motion  now  before  the 
Hon&e,  with  the  additioD  juit  made  to  it, 
would  not  by  any  means  do  away  with 
that  inequality.  To  effect  that  purpose, 
there  would  be  required  a  much  more  com- 
prehensive measure,  and  in  the  absence  of 
any  such  measure  the  present  propoiitioa 
would  only  introduce  new  anomaJiea  and 
impose  new  burdens  on  the  people.  He 
certainly  agreed  in  the  axiom  that  the 
busineia  of  an  Opposition  was,  not  to  pro- 
pose taxes,  but  to  object  to  them,  and  be 
bad  himself  never  yet  voted  for  a  tax  nn- 
lesi  when  proposed  by  a  Government.  He 
certainly  was  not  now  prepared  to  vote  for 
B  lax  which  he  regarded  as  an  addition  to 
the  burdens  of  the  people  withmit  its  ie> 
curing  a  commensarate  advantage.  A 
legacy  duty  was  in  its  nature  a  peculiarly 
offensive  and  oppressive  doty,  operatiBK 
as  it  did  at  times  when  familiei  ware  suf- 
fering  distresses,  and  adding  to  their  per- 
sonal afflictions,  by  the  inquiries  and  in- 
vestigations it  led  to  as  regarded  iho 
amount  of  the  property  of  the  deceaaed 
Ihat  would  be  affected  by  it.  He  would 
himself  have  been  much  better  prepared 
to  vole  for  the  taking  off  the  legacy  duty 
on  personal  property.  For  if  they  werelo 
submit  to  the  annoyance  of  an  Income- 
tax  with  all  its  offensive  inquisition  into 
private  affairs  and  its  expensive  machinery, 
surely  it  would  have  been  belter  to  have 
had  a  larger  per  centage  at  once,  and  so 
hare  got  rid  of  some  taxes  in  the  Excise 
and  Customs  which  pressed  heavily  on 
the  industry  of  the  people,  as  welt  aa  of 
the  legacy  duty  on  personal  property. 
But,  taking  the  motion  as  he  found  it,  be 
must  vole  against  it. 

Dr.  Bowring  withdrew  his  amendMeet. 

House  divided— Ayei  77 ;  Noes  321 : 
Majority  144. 
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Port  Natal— The  Boerb.]  ColoDel 
Fox  rose  to  move 

"  That  in  humble  Addresi  b«  preiented  to 
herMajesty,  that  ihe  will  be  g^raciouily  pleased 
to  give  directions  that  there  be  laid  before  this 
House,  Copies  or  Extracts  from  OMy  reftnt 
official  infarination  received  by  her  Majesty's 
GoTemment  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
respecting  the  present  relations  of  the  colony 
witD  the  Independent  Boers  who  eitablished 
themselves  at  Port  Natal,  together  with  any 
information  as  to  the  treatment  of  the  Natives 
of  SoQlb  Africa  by  the  said  Been. 

"  Also  any  Instructions  that  may  have  been 
sent  to  the  Goremor  of  ilia  C»)e  of  Good 
Hope  on  IbeM  lubjecU,  by  Her  Majesty's  Go- 


The  hon.  and  giallant  Metnber  said,  that 
in  moTiog  for  these  papers,  it  would  not 
be  necdiary  for  him  to  make  any  lengtb- 
aaed  statement.  Many  hon.  Members 
were,  no  doubt,  awere,  that  after  the  ter- 
mination of  the  Gaffre  war  in  1836  g;reat 
numbers  of  the  Dutch  boen,  occupying 
farms  in  our  colony  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  seceded  from  our  Government,  in 
consequence,  as  they  alleged,  of  their  not 
ret:eivjng  sufficient  protection  against  the 
native  tribes,  with  whom,  after  the  manner 
of  their  forefaihers,  they  had  been  pur- 
aaing  a  system  of  warfare,  which,  although 
its  particulan  had  probably  been  exagge- 
rated, vas,  no  doubt,  a  warfare  of  a  very 
cruel  character.  The  boers  who  then  mi- 
grated from  oar  territory  ptocelded  to  oc- 
cupy the  country  about  Port  Natal,  which 
was  to  US  a  very  importsnt  possession, 
inasmuch  as  it  was  the  only  harbour  for 
many  hundred  railes  on  the  eastern  coast 
of  Africa.  There  could  be  no  doubt  as  to 
our  authority  over  the  country  thus  occu- 
pied, as  it  had  not  only  b^n  made  over 
to  us  at  a  very  early  period,  but  had  been 
confirmed  to  us  by  treaty  in  1814.  The 
Qoverament,  with  the  intention  of  main- 
taining this  territory,  had  on  two  occa- 
sions taken  measures  for  the  occupation  of 
Port  Nala] ;  but,  at  the  present  time,  he 
undeTstood  that  the  only  force  atationed 
in  that  part  of  the  country  wu  a  imall 


detachment  of  about  lOO  men,  whose 
principal  duly  appeared  to  be  the  protec- 
tion of  the  aborigines.  The  points  be 
desired  principally  to  arrive  at  were — 
first,  whether.it  was  intended  to  recognize 
the  independence  of  the  boen;  and, 
secoodly,  whether  they  woald  be  per- 
mitted, as  it  was  stated  that  they  wished, 
to  place  themselves  under  the  aathority  of 
the  Dutch  or  some  other  foreign  Enropesn 
Government?  He  thongbl  it  desirable, 
that  the  House  and  the  country  should  be 
informed  on  these  points,  and  he  also 
thought,  that  it  would  be  well  that  the 
matter  should  be  settled  M  speedily  as 
possible. 

Lord  Stanley  said,  the  case  to  which 
the  hon,  and  gallant  Member  had  called 
attention  presented  one  of  the  moat  sin- 
gular passages  in  modern  history.  It  was 
the  case  of  a  class  of  persons  chiefly  of 
Dutch  origin,  whose  number  had  t>eea 
variously  stated  at  from  4,000  to  10,000, 
including  women  and  children,  who  hav- 
ing for  a  lengthened  period  been  peaceable 
subjects  of  the  British  dominions,  chose, 
in  consequence  of  some  supposed  injury 
or  injustice,  to  migrate  from  the  landi 
they  occupied,  to  cross  a  hostile  territory, 
and  to  declare  their  hostility  to  the  Go- 
vernment which  for  a  long  period  they 
had  aulenowledged  and  obeyed.  It  was 
in  1837  that  this  migration  took  place. 
The  boers  had  been  previously  extremely 
dissatisfied  with  the  abolition  of  slavery 
at  the  Cape,  they  had  objected  to  the 
amount  of  compensation  awarded  to  them, 
and  being,  as  they  were  described,  a  brave 
and  warlike  race  of  people,  they  were  also 
extremely  dissatisfied  at  not  being  allowed 
to  carry  on  a  sort  of  predatory  warfare  on 
the  boundaries  in  which  they  previously 
had  been  engaged  with  the  CafTres,  aud 
which  had  occasioned  great  loss  and  blood- 
shed to  both  parties.  Shortly  after  this 
warfare  was  put  a  stop  to  the  boers  raiied 
a  complaint  of  want  of  protection  from 
native  depredation,  and  soon  after,  col- 
lecting together  their  cattle  and  their 
goods,  by  an  extraordinary  eSbrt  they  pe- 
netrated tbrough  the  Cafire  country,  set- 
tled tbemselves  in  Natal,  which  was  nearly 
600  miles  distant  from  the  British  colooy, 
and  there  declared  tiieir  entire  independ- 
ence of  the  British  authority.  As  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Officer  had  stated,  va- 
rious military  occupations  of  Port  Natal 
took  place,  but  the  forces  had  in  such  cass  ^-^  j 
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there  nai  do  abtolote  occupation.  The 
fact  was,  tliat  although,  a«  had  been  cor- 
rectly BiBumed,  Port  Natal  nai  the  only 
harbour  on  that  part  of  the  east  coait  of  the 
territory  of  the  Cape,  it  was,  ne*ertheIeM, 
by  no  meana  a  good  or  commodioui  har- 
bour, or  one  that  wasauited  to  purposei  of 
commerce;  and  the  territory  being  so  far  aa 
600  milei  off,  no  inducemenia  were  offered 
to  fonnd  a  second  colony  there,  especially 
as  oar  colonists  at  the  Cape  were  already 
unfortunately  too  widely  dispersed.  The 
boers  having  settled  themseWs  at  Port 
Natal  claimed  to  be  recognised  as  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  and  haviDg  seceded  from 
the  British,  set  up  a  claim  to  be  treated  with 
the  tights  appertaining  to  independant  so- 
vereignty. Such  a  pretence  it  was  quite 
impossible  to  accede  to,  and  public  notice 
waa  at  once  giien  to  the  boers  that  her 
Majesty's  Oovemment  would  not  listen  to 
any  such  claim,  and  further,  that  they  in- 
tended to  protect  from  molestation  all  such 
tribes  as  might  sign  amicable  treaties  with 
the  Cape  authorities.  By  the  last  accounts, 
he  undentood  that  a  force  had  been  placed 
at  a  considerable  distance  entirely  from 
Port  Natal,  but  still  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Caffre  territory,  which  force  would  at  once 
protect  the  Caffres  against  the  boers,  and 
the  boers  against  the  Caffres.  An  occu- 
pation of  Port  Natal  bad  also,  he  under- 
stood, been  ordered,  bnt  he  should  here 
atate,  that  he  had  no  reason  to  thinlc  that 
there  was  any  prospect  of  a  collision  be- 
tween our  forces  and  the  boers.  Indeed, 
■erioua  discords  were  said  to  have 
arisen  among  the  boers  themselrei,  and  it 
was  hoped  thatil  would  be  quite  unneces- 
aary  to  take  violent  measures,  and  that  in 
a  short  time  the  boers  would  themselves 
see  that  they  had  been  wrpng  in  occupy- 
ing the  Natal  territory  without  licence, 
and  the  more  so,  as  they  could  only  hope 
to  be  engaged  in  perpetual  warfare  with 
hostile  tribes,  and  tnat  too,  in  the  face  of 
the  proclaimed  intention  of  the  British 
Government  to  protect  their  native  allies 
from  any  molestation.  The  hon.  and 
pliant  Officer  had  asked,  whether  it  was 
intended  to  permit  the  boers  to  place 
themselves  nnder  the  sovereignty  of  any 
foreign  European  power.  To  this  he  would 
leply,  certainly  not.  Looking  at  the  posi- 
tion of  oar  Cape  colony,  he  did  not  think 
that  the  boers  conld  be  permitted  to  enter 
into  an  alliance  of  nch  a  kind  with  safety 
to  the  integrity  of  our  dependencies  on 
tbtt  pvt  of  the  cout.    He,  therefore, 


should  most  distinctly  say,  that  ber  Ma- 
jesty's Government  would  not  recognise, 
would  not  acknowledge,  and  would  effec- 
tually resist,  any  attempt  on  the  part  of 
the  boers  to  place  themselves  under  a  fo- 
reign protection.  With  regard  to  the  pa- 
pers moved  for,  he  thought  it  quite  fittmg 
that  all  documents  connected  with  the 
historical  view  of  the  question  should  be 
placed  before  the  House,  but  he  trusted 
the  hon,  and  gallant  Officer  would  agree 
with  bim,  that  after  the  explanation  he 
had  given,  it  would  be  inexpedient  that 
any  instructions  recently  sent  ont,  and 
which,  refening  to  the  fntnre  rather  than 
to  Ihe  past,  could  not  yet  have  been  acted 
on,  should  be  published  whilst  the  acts  to 
which  they  had  reference  were  necessarily 
incomplete.  He  would  also  take  leave  to 
recommend  one  or  two  verbal  alterations 
in  the  motion.  He  did  not  think  it  right 
or  judicious  to  recognise  the  independence 
of  the  boers,  who,  in  fact,  were  mere  trei- 
paisers  on  our  soil,  and  entitled  to  no  such 
title.  He  should,  therefore,  propose,  that 
the  word  "  independent"  be  omitted. 
With  this,  and  some  other  slight  altera- 
tions, however,  he  should  have  no  objec- 
tion to  offer  to  the  motion,  which,  in  its 
amended  form  would,  he  thought,  fully 
answer  all  the  views  of  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Mover. 

Lord  J.RKuellvat  sure  that  bis  bon.and 
gallant  Friend  would  have  no  objection  to 
the  alteration  proposed  by  the  noble  Lord. 
There  were,  however,  a  few  circumstance* 
connected  with  the  transactions  referred  to, 
which  were  calculated  to  afford  consider- 
able satisfaction.  One  of  these  was,  that 
there  did  not  now  exist  the  constant  hosti- 
lity between  the  Caffre  tribes  aod  our  troops 
and  settlers  which  was  formerly  the  case. 
This  was  partly  owing  to  the  weakness  of 
the  tribes  themselves,  partly  to  the  influ- 
ence of  the  missionaries,  and  partly  to  the 
attacks  of  the  migrated  boers.  From  these 
circumstances  the  relations  between  our 
people  and  the  Caffres  were  more  friendly 
last  year  than  they  had  been  previously. 
Another  source  of  satisfaction  was,  that  tha 
boera  themselves,  finding  their  flag  refused 
by  the  European  atates,  would  be  more 
anxious  to  form  amicable  connexions  with 
the  Cape.  Whilst  on  this  subject  he 
wished  to  ascertain  from  the  noble  Lord 
opposite,  whether  it  was  true  that  the 
force  at  the  Cape  was  to  be  weakened  by 
half  a  regiment  to  be  sent  to  India. 
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aDtirend,  wiihed  to  leKrn  from  Ihe  noble 
Lord  wbelher  Port  Natal  w»  claimed  u 
Enf^iih  territory  before  tbe  boeri  Kttled 
there? 

Lord  Stanley  wu  nndentood  to  reply 
in  the  Kffiraative,  and  added,  that  it  wai 
not  the  iDtentioD  of  Goveroment  to  admit 
it!  occapatioD  by  tbe  aubjecU  of  oUier 
powers.  Ai  to  tha  qneatioa  of  the  Doble 
Lord,  it  mn  the  intention  to  send  troopi 
from  the  Cape  to  India,  but  the  deficiency 
would,  in  aome  maaiure,  be  made  up  by 
part  of  a  regiment  which  had  formeriy 
been  in  St.  Helena.  It  wai,  however,  at 
prewnt  impoiaible  to  lay  what  wojtd  be 
the  pennanent  force  itationed  at  the  Cape. 

Lord  J.  Riutell !  Bat  fortbe  praient? 

Lwd  Slaxdey :  For  the  preaent  it  would 
be,  ai  he  had  atated,  Uie  portion  of  the 
regiment  from  St.  Helena. 

Hr.  HtfOM  thoa|ht  the  noble  Lord  had 
evaded  fail  queatioi),  which  wai,  whether 
England  had  claimed  Port  Natal  before  its 
occupation  by  tbe  boera  ? 

Lord  StatiUy  aatd,  it  certainly  had  been 
claimed  by  Britain  before  that  occnpation, 
bat  he  could  not  lay  whether  any  eettlen 
from  tbe  mother  country  had  gone  out 
before  the  boen  came  there. 

Colonel  Pox  itated,  that  the  Eneliah 
Oorernment  claimed  tbe  place  by  inheri- 
tance from  the  Dutch  East  India  Com- 
pany, who  had  purchased  it  from  the 
Dutch  Qoremment. 

Colonel  Fox's  tnotioD  withdravn,  and 
the  following  motion  mbitituted  fcir  it  by 
Lord  Stanley,  was  agreed  to. 

"  Addreu  for  copiei  or  estntcU  of  anj  offi- 
cial inrormatioQ  receired  by  ber  Majesty  a  Go- 
rnmnieiit  in  Tcrereoce  to  tb«  emigration  of  the 
Dutch  Boert  rrom  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to 
th«  neighbourtiood  of  Port  Natal,  in  the  year 
1837,  and  to  tbe  subteqnent  relatioiu  of  thoK 
Been  widi  tha  colony,  and  with  the  native 
liibe*." 

NOKCOLC  COKSTIBVURT.]  Mr.  Bur- 
raugket  la  rising  to  bring  forward  tbe  mo- 
tion of  which  he  had  given  notice,  fin  an 

"  Addren  for  copy  of  a  letter  from  Colonel 
Oake*,  chief  constable  of  the  Norfolk  Con- 
stabulary, to  the  Ghainnan  of  Quarter  Seuions, 
dated  tha  8th  day  of  Apiil  1842,  with  en. 
closures," 

said,  that  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
trtnibla  the  House  with  a  few  obaerrations ; 
and  he  doobted  not  that  he  would  be  able 
satisfiKtorily  to  explain  the  charge  whidi 
Jud  ben  suda  igaiiut  the  coiiMabulary 


force  in  Notfidk  by  the  faon.  Member  kt 
Finsbury.  The  House  would  recollect  die 
circumstances  of  the  case  as  slated  by  tbe 
hon.  Member.  Now,  ha  would  not  justify 
the  chaining  of  a  man  to  a  stable,  but  the 
manger  had  not  been  used  for  a  long  lime 
except  as  a  plsce  in  which  to  put  clean 
straw,  and  it  was  twenty-two  uet  long, 
and  sixteen  feet  broad.  Tbe  uesreit 
lodc-up  house  was  much  esHller,  and  soy 
human  being  would,  in  the  noatb  of  May 
— by-the-W,  tbe  only  fine  mouth  durii^ 
the  whide  M  last  year--^vefer  the  manger  to 
the  dungecni.  As  to  there  being  oo  lodi-ap 
house  in  tbe  county,  it  had  aiiaen  from  a 
reaolutioa  on  the  part  of  the  cooutj  pohce 
committee,  not  to  do  anvthiog  in  coue- 

Sieace  of  the  motion  of  the  right  boo. 
e  SecretaiT  of  State  on  the  subject  <d 
the  constabulary  force.  As  to  the  condnct 
of  Superintendent  Smith,  he  wished  that 
the  ban.  Member  for  Finsbury  could  heu 
the  testimony  to  his  conduct  and  character, 
which  every  person  joined  in  giving.  Tbe 
day  on  which  the  man  was  apprSieaded 
was  Saturday — the  market  day;  and  oa 
that  day  the  farmer's  houses  were  particu- 
larly exposed  to  the  burglaries  of  vagrants. 
On  Saturday  Hr.  Smith  apprehended  tbe 
man,  and  he  very  properly  took  him  to  the 
bouse  of  tbe  nearest  constable,  and  found 
that  tbe  constable  was  out.  What  could 
he  do  with  him  ?  He  conveyed  him  to  the 
stable,  which  was  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  which  was  a  very  fitting  place.  He 
bad  chuned  him,  ana  he  couKaaed  that 
Mr.  Smith  had  been  wrong  in  doing  so. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Finsbury  had  laid 
great  stress  on  the  order,  "  Feed  him  at 
two,"  and  he  talked  of  thia  as  a  verj  great 
hardship.  Now,  the  man  had  only  been 
apprehended  at  half-past  eleven,  and  be  ' 
was  ordered  to  be  fed  at  two  ;  but  he  wss 
fed  long  before  that  time,  for  the  persm 
who  came  to  hia  relief  had  pren  him  food 
at  half-past  twelve.  He  was  again  fed  at 
two,  and  several  times  hy  passers-by 
during  the  course  of  the  aRemoon.  In 
fact,  the  treatment  which  this  man  hid 
received  put  him  in  mind  of  the  mode  in 
which  turkeys  were  fattened  in  Noifilk- 
As  to  the  case  of  the  other  man,  he  bad 
been  taken  by  the  pcdiceman  to  his  own 
house,  in  consequence  of  the  filthy  state  in 
whii^  the  lock-up  house  was ;  and  beii^ 
verv  fatigued,  the  policeman  went  to  bed, 
and  handcuSbd  the  man  to  the  bedpot. 
The  next  day  was  Sunday,  and  he  eouU 
not  take  the  man  before  a  magistrate;  ■> 
pa  the  is&u  oi^t  ba  UiA  him  into  hi*,,  i 
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ovn  bed,  tnd  the  inaa  acknovledged  he 
DBver  lired  better  than  od  that  daj.  The 
hoo.  Oeatlemiui  bad  attacked  Mr.  Borton, 
because  it  waa  neceaaary  to  hare  a  shot  at 
some  one;  bat  he  could  tell  the  boa. 
GeDtlemsD,  that  there  wu  no  ma^tnte 
in  the  country  more  upright  and  excellent 
thuitbat  rer.  geBtleman.  He  had  brana 
magistnte  for  twecty  years,  aod  employed 
in  various  high  magisterial  functions  in 
tbe  coootry.  Tbs  bos.  Member  then  rend 
extracts  fna  several  entriee  in  the  lunatic 
aaylum  books,  Mr.  Borton  being  one  of  the 
Tisiting  justices,  to  shov  the  state  of  ez- 
oelleDce  in  which  that  inslitution  was 
nuntaiDed.  He  had  also  filled  ererypost 
of  honour  in  the  college  to  which  be  be- 
longed in  the  Uoirersity  of  Cambridge  g 
ann  it  was  only  on  finding  that  there  was 
no  other  magistrate  ia  the  district  that  he 
consented  to  have  bis  name  put  on  ._._ 
cnmmissiMi  of  the  peace.  With  respect  to 
Colonel  Okes,  nothing  could  exceed  hi 
desire  for  all  the  facts  of  the  case  being 
made  public;  and  he  therefore  mored  for 
this  additional  correspondence, 

Mr.  T./Ttiiiconfie knew somethingof  the 
merits  of  a  Norfolk  capon,  but  until  then 
he  did  not  know  the  exact  value  of  a 
Norfolk  magistrate.  The  right  boo.  Bs^ 
roDst  had  often  complained  of  Members  on 
the  OppoaitiiHi  side,  obstmcting,  by  their 
motions,  that  moat  popular  measure  of  his, 
the  Income-tax.  He  hoped  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  would  make  no  more  such  com^ 
plaints,  when  be  found  himself  thus  cib- 
structedi  by  ooe  of  his  own  Friends,  in 
order,  that  he  might  listen  to  a  eulogy 
pronounced  upon  the  great  merits  of  sub- 
constable  Smith.  The  hon.  Member  was 
commianoned  by  the  right  boa.  Baronet  to 
inquire  into  this  case,  and  tfae^  found  that 
dnring  the  recess,  the  hon.  Member  had 
gone  to  see  the  stable  in  which  the  vagrant 
sd  bv  Smith.  He  hoped 
ir  did  not  venture  into  the 
stable  with  Hub-coostable  Smith.  The 
hon.  Member  could  not  tell  what  the 
vagrant  had  suffered,  unless,  like  him,  he 
bad  been  diained  ^ort  to  the  manger. 
The  biKi.  Member  had  aaid,  he  had  over- 
cdoared  bis  statement.  In  what  reqnct? 
He  aasarted  he  had  ntber  under^cotoured 
than  onr-ooloared  it.  What  was  the  oae! 
Smith  waa  fpAag  from  Yarmouth  to  Nor- 
wich, when  he  net  the  uoftirtunate  man 
on  the  road.  Smith  jumped  off  his  horse. 
He  asked  the  man  where  he  was  going  f 
He  said,  to  Norwich.  Smith  asked  ium 
what  he  hnd  about  bim  i    The  other  »• 


plied,  he  had  no  right  to  inquire.  On 
this.  Smith  searched  the  man,  and  found 
on  biro  a  few  religious  tracts.  He  asked 
him  what  he  was  going  to  do  vrith  those 
religious  tracts?  He  replied,  to  try  and 
sell  them.  Smith  then  demanded  hte 
licence.  The  man  confessed  he  had  nonr. 
On  this.  Smith  brought  the  man  to  the 
stable,  and  lashed  him  to  the  manger,  bep 
tween  eleven  and  twelve  in  the  day.  He 
desired  the  constable's  vik,  to  bring  bim 
food,  and  it  waa  not  until  between  seven 
and  eight  in  the  evening,  the  constable 
returned.  The  same  policeman  also  con- 
fessed,  that  be  was  in  thebabit  of  cbainina 
prisoners  to  the  manger,  if  he  thouglit  it 
necessary,  and  that  be  bed  chained  a  pri- 
soner to  a  bedpost  to  pievent  his  escape, 
and  that  he  bad  once  taken  a  prisoner  to 
bed  with  him,  and  handcufied  him  to  him- 
self to  prevent  his  escape.  These  circum- 
stances were  reported  to  the  Secretary  ot 
State  for  the  Home  Department  ;  and 
what  did  the  magistrates  state  ?  They 
said,  that  there  was  no  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint, in  this  instance,  agdnst  superin- 
tendent Smith.  This  decidon  of  the 
ma^strates  was  signed  by  the  Rev.  J.  D. 
BortoD,  as  churman  of  the  committee. 
He,  however,  found,  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  took  the  same  view  of  the  matter 
as  himself.  He  was  not  aware,  until  about 
an  hour  ago,  that  (he  hon.  Member  for 
East  Norfolk  was  about  to  contradict  any 
part  of  the  statement  which  he  had  made 
to  the  House  a  few  weeks  ago.  It  ap- 
peared, that  the  hon.  Member  acted  with 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Borton,  in  expressing  appro- 
bation of  the  policnnan's  conduct,  but 
what  did  the  right  faon.  Baronet,  the  Se- 
cretary for  the  Home  Department  aay, 
after  the  investigation  which  the  ma^»- 
trates  had  made  into  the  conduct  of  the 
policeman }  From  the  language  of  the 
authorities  of  the  Home  Office,  the  magU- 
trates  of  Norfolk  would  be  able  to  learn 
whether  or  not  this  sort  of  couduct  waa 
sanctioned  by  the  Government.  He  foond, 
in  the  papers  laid  before  the  House,  that 
Mr.  Fhitlipe  made  the  following  commu- 
nication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Home 
Office  to  Colonel  Cakes,  the  chief  consta- 
ble of  Norfdk,  on  this  subject  :— 

"  WkU^aU,  DteoHbtr  10,  1841. 
Sir,  I  am  directed  by  Secretary  Sir  Jamss 
Grsham  to  iafoim  yon  Ihat  he  has  caiefoll/ 
considered  your  report,  and  the  documents 
which  accompanied  it,  relative  to  the  com- 
plaint made  by  Hr,  Palmer,  of  the  improper 
treatment  of  prisonen  by  the  Norfolk  consta- 
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buUijr.  Sir  Jamei  Grabam  is  of  opinion  tbat 
die  laperintendent  ou^t  not  to  have  chaioed 
hii  prisoaeT,  aad  left  him  chained  to  a  manger 
in  a  suble ,  nor  was  the  constable  jiutiRed  in 
chaining  a  piiaoner  to  a  bedpost ;  and  Sir 
James  Graham  requests  that  yoo  will  gin 
itrict  orders  to  the  constables  of  your  force  to 
prevent  tbe  recurrence  of  such  a  practice." 

Tbe  magistntcB  in  their  report,  said 
that  there  waa  no  just  cshbc  of  complaint 
in  this  iostance  againat  the  policeman,  su- 

Eerintendent  Smith.  Sir  J.  Graham, 
owever,  wai  of  opinioo  that  the  policeman 
Bhould  not  pursue  such  conduct  as  chaining 
prlsonera  to  mangers  or  bedposts,  and  that 
thev  would  not  be  justified  in  such  pro- 
ceedings, and  he  ^ve  something  like  ^' 
neral  orders  notwithstanding  tbe  opinion 
of  the  magistrates  of  Norfolk— of  whom 
the  hon.  Gentleman  was  one — that  such  a 
proceeding  was  justifiable,  that  nothing 
of  the  kind  should  take  place  again.  This 
be  thou^t  was  a  complete  answer  to  the 
case  which  the  hon.  Member  wished  to 
make  out  in  defence  of  iht  proceedings 
which  had  taken  place. 
The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 


Public  Bcbtnbsb.]  Lord  J.  Russell 
wished  to  know  whether,  at  that  Iste 
hour  the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  bring 
forward  his  motion  aa  to  the  precedence  of 
orders  of  the  day  to  notices  of  motion  on 
Tueedajra. 

Sir  R.  Peel  was  anxious  to  obtain  the 
OfHoion  of  the  House  on  tbe  subject,  but 
he  would  not  press  the  matter  to  a  conclu- 
non,  unices  there  was  something  like  a 
general  consent  on  both  sides.  The  noble 
Lad  must  be  fully  awaie  that  a  similar 
course  had  been  proposed  on  former  occa- 
nons  in  cases  of    emergency.      On   the 

E resent  occasion  the  notice  of  motion  which 
e  had  giren,  had  been  sug^ted  to  bim 
by  Gentlemen  opposite  last  night,  as  they 
were  anxious  to  proceed  with  the  Income- 
tax,  so  that  the  tariff  might  be  taken  into 
consideration.  He  would  not,  however, 
persist  in  his  motion  if  it  did  not  receive  a 
general  assent,  as  it  mi^ht  interfere  with 
the  general  course  of  business.  He  should 
be  glad  to  hear  tbe  opinion  of  tbe  noble 
tjord  on  the  subject,  not  only  individually 
but  as  tbe  organ  of  a  great  party  in  that 
House,ashe  must  be  fully  aware  that  atthat 
season  of  the  year  it  was  a  matter  of  great 
importance  to  come  to  a  decision  on  the 
great  questions  before  it  with  as  little  delay 
as  posmble.  At  the  same  time  he  admittetl 
thM  under  ordinary  arcufflatancea  it  was 
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inexpedient  to  depart  from  the  established 
course  of  proceedings  in  that  Houm  ;  but 
he  was  desirous  of  baring  the  decided 
opinion  of  the  noble  Lord  on  tbe  subject. 
If  the  motion  was  seriously  and  strenuously 
objected  to,  he  would  not  persist  in  it. 

Laid  J.  Russell  did  not  think   tbat  it 

)uld  be  advisable  to  press  the  motion  at 
present,  unless  it  met  with  the  general 
assent  of  the  House,  but  at  any  rate  he 
should  not  be  prepansd  ^at  nigbt  to  give 
an  opinion  on  the  subject.  He  would  re- 
commend tbe  right  hon.  Baronet  to  renew 
the  subject  early  on  the  next  general  night, 
and  in  the  mean  time  he  should  bave  an 
opportunity  of  conversing  with  other 
Members  on  the  subject,  and  should  Uien 
be  prepared  to  give  an  opinion. 

Sir  R.  Peel  did  not  intend  to  pernst  in 
his  notice  of  motion  that  night.  If  the 
noble  Lord  wished  to  bave  the  opinion 
of  the  House  when  it  was  fuller  than  it 
was  at  present,  he  would  postpone  the 
matter  until  Thursday  at  5  o'clock. 

Mr.  T.  Duncombe  wished ,  to  know 
whether  it  were  to  be  understood  whether 
or  not  the  adoption  of  the  proposition  of 
the  right  boa.  Baronet  would  interfen 
with  existing  notices  of  motions  for 
Tuesdays. 


Sir  / 

tinctly  applied  to  all  Tuesdays  after  tbe 
next  lortnight,  on  which  nights  of  course, 
no  notice  of  motions  existed. 

Mr.  Btdington  should  object  to  any 
proposition  of  the  kind.  As  Chairman  of 
the  Sudbury  election  committee,  he  bad 
been  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  dis- 
franchise that  borough,  but  if  there  was 
only  one  day  in  the  week  allowed  for  mo> 
tions  he  feared  that  he  ^onld  have  to 
postpone  it  until  an  indefinite  period.  He 
nad  intended  to  bring  fbrnard  his  motion 
on  the  Sth  of  May,  but  he  found  a  notice 
on  the  orders  which  would  take  precedence 
of  his  own,  which  would  probably  take  up 
the  whole  of  the  e 


Pentonvillb  Pbison.T  Sir  J.  Grahata 
would  not  detain  the  House  in  riung  to 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  carry 
into  effect  a  recommendation  contained  in 
the  report  of  a  commisuon  issued  from  the 
Home-office,  when  the  noble  Lord  tbe 
Member  for  the  City  of  London  was  at  the 
head  of  it,  on  the  subject  of  prison  disci- 
pline. The  object  of  the  recommendatimi 
was  tbe  formation  of  a  model  prison.  Tbe 
House  was  aware  that  that  prison  had  been 
in  tb«  course  of  erection  for  some  time,  and 
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that  it  would  be  ready  for  the  reception  of 
prisoners  in  the  course  of  July  rext,  but  it 
was  requisite  before  it  was  occupied  that 
an  act  of  Parliament  should  be  passed,  en- 
acting the  regulations  under  which  it  was 
to  be  gorerned.  By  the  bill  which  he 
proposed  it  was  intended  that  there  should 
not  be  less  than  seven,  or  more  than  six- 
teen commisuoaers,  and  that  they  should  be 
empowered  to  make  rules  for  the  regula- 
tion of  the  prison,  and  that  ihey  also 
should  app<»nt  the  subordinate  officers  of 
it.  It  also  enacted  that  they  should  lay 
an  annual  report  before  Parliament,  stating 
the  rules  which  they  had  adopted,  and 
also  the  effects  which  the  system  of  disci- 
pline had  had  on  the  persons  confined  in 
the  prison.  He  might  add  that  the  works 
for  this  prison  which  had  been  estimated 
at  90,000/.,  had  cost  less  than  that  sum, 
and  that  it  would  contain  the  means  of 
con6nement  for  SlOprisooers.  The  right 
bon.  Baronet  concluded  with  moving  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  regulation 
of^the  Fentonville  prison. 
Motion  agreed  to.  Bill  readaflrsttime. 

PiBisE  Constables.]  Sir  J.  Graham 
then  rose  to  more  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  the  appointment  and  payment  of 
parish  constables.  He  would  very  shortly 
■tate  the  object  of  the  bill.  In  the  first 
place,  he  did  not  by  his  measure  intend  to 
interfere  with  the  rural  constabularv  force. 
The  object  of  the  measure  was  to  allow  the 
nagistratei  of  each  county  or  petty  sessions 
to  hold  annually  a  court  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  parish  constables.  He  proposed 
that  this  should  take  place  on  tne  rate- 
payers consenting  to  defray  the  salary  of 
the  constable  so  appointed  for  the  parish 
or  district.  The  constable  so  appointed 
was  to  be  placed  under  the  control  of  the 
superintendent  of  the  rural  police  for  the 
county.  He  did  not  propose  to  make  the 
act  compulsory  in  the  first  instance,  but 
that  it  should  be  left  to  tlie  rate-payers 
to  adopt  it  or  not,  as  the  Highway  Bill. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  concluded  by 
making  his  motion. 

Ijeave  given. 

Bill  brought  in  and  read  a  first  time. 

The  House  adjourned. 
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Mh.  Mabson.]    Mr.  RedingUm  reported     -,„  by  V^jOOQ  IC 


mittee,  by  a  najorily  of  Gte  to  four  de- 
cided—fO  rder.  J 

The  Speaker:  The  dedsiosi  of  tba 
committee  not  yet  reported,  nusot  be  re- 
ferred to  without  irregularity. 

Mr.  GodwH  would  content  himself,  ^en, 
bj'  simply  dedariog,  that  he  iboald  nect 
the  propoutioD  submitted  to  die  House  br 
the  Cbainmui  of  the  committee  (Mr.  Rea- 
'  igton)  by  a  direct  negatin ;  and  this 
much  he  conceired  himself  entitled  to  add, 
that  io  his  opnion,  the  documents  in 
question  veie  of  no  value,  and  that  if  tbef 
were,  the  excuse  for  not  {woducing  tbem, 
as  good  and  valid  as  a  man  could  poa- 
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ftom  the  Select  Committee  sppcrioted  to 
try  and  determine  the  matter  of  the  pe- 
titions complaining,  of  an  undue  Election 
and  Retarn  for  the  Borough  of  South- 
ampton— 

"Tbat  William  Rouse  Mabson  had  diw- 
beyed  the  nimmoDi  contained  in  Mr.  Speaker's 
warrant,  and  that  he,  by  warrant  under  his 
baud,  committed  the  said  William  Rome 
Mabson  to  ihe  cnitody  o(  the  Sergeaot-at- 
Anns,  to  await  the  pleasure  of  the  lloute." 

The  hon-  Gentleman  having  laid  the  re- 
port upon  the  Table,  expressed  hia  regret  at 
ueine  again  obliged  to  appeal  to  the  House 
on  tne  part  of  the  Soutiiampton  Election 
Committee.  Hefeared,tfaatit  might  appear 
to  some  of  the  Members  of  the  House,  that 
the  committee  were  purmiing  their  inquiry 
with  too  minute  an  attention  to  matters 
of  secondary  importance.  But,  in  this 
instance,  William  Kous  Mabsuo  hsving 
been  ordered  by  the  Speaker's  warrant  to 
produce  documents  which  were  considered 
material  for  the  information  of  the  com- 
mittee, had  not  only  not  produced  those 
documents,  but  bad  refused  to  assign  any 
adequate  reason  for  not  producing  them. 
As  Chairman  of  the  committee,  therefore, 
he  had  no  other  course  left  open  to  him, 
than  to  appeal  to  the  House  to  enforce  the 
Speaker's  warrant.  With  that  view,  h 
begged  to  more— 

"That  William  Ronse  Mabton,  be,  for  hi 
said  offence,  ooanitled  to  hsr  Hsjesty's  ^aol 
of  Nswgsis." 

Hr.  £«ci,  at  ow  of  the  Hemben  of  the 
committee  wbo  dissented  from  the  dedeioa 
to  which  the  majority  had  come,  begged 
to  enter  bia  proteat  againet  the  mouon  now 
proposed  by  the  Chairman. 

Mr.  GodfOfi  had  been  informed  by  the 
Speaker  the  other  eTening,  that  no  portion 
Of  the  evidence  taken  before  a  committee 
oovld  be  referred  to  in  that  House  until 
tb«  report  of  the  committee  had  been  re- 
alred.  He  thought,  however,  tbat  he 
should  not  bt  out  of  order,  if  he  mentioned 
the  kind  of  documents  respecting  which 
the  summons  of  the  Speaker  was  suppoeed 
to  have  been  diaobeyea. 

The  Speaker  :  Tba  hon.  and  learned 
Oentleman  is  not  entitled  to  allude  to  any 
evidence  or  document  produced  before  the 
committee,  until  tbat  evidence  or  that 
docnnwnt  has  been  printed  by  order  of  the 
Houae. 

Mr.  GodKm  be^ed,  then,  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Houae  to  the  Ntuatlon  in 
which  the  committee  stood.     'The  com- 


report  from  the  committee  to  be,  that  tho 
witness  had   refused  to  obey  a  wanrnnt  | 

Borved  upon  him  by  order  of  the  Speaker; 
not  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  prevarics- 
tion  or  evasion,  or  of  refiising  to  answer 
the  questions  of  the  committee]  fant  that  be 
had  disobeyed  the  Speaker's  warrant  reqnbv 
iog  him  to  [)roduce  certain  documents.  For 
this  disobedience  be  had  been  committed  to 
thecustodyoftheSergeaut-at-Arms.  This 
being  the  case,  be  thought  it  essential,  be-  i 

fore  the  House  entertained  tiio  motioa 
submitted  by  the  Chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  it  should  see  tbe  wanant 
know  what  its  requirements  wne,  and  as- 
certain when  it  was  served  upon  tbe  wit- 
ness. For  this  purpose,  be  would  •n^eat, 
that  the  witneea  should  be  called  to  tbn 
Bar.  The  House  must  bear  in  mind  that 
the  offence  for  which  this  witaeas  was 
committed  to  the  cuatodv  of  the  Sergeaat- 
at-Arms  was  very  different  from  that 
which  was  brought  under  ita  notice  a  few 
evenings  uoce.  In  the  former  case,  tht 
offence  was  against  the  committee,  and  the 
GMnmittee only.  Inthepreacntinstancetbe 
contempt  [being  a  refusal  to  obey  tbe  war- 
rant isuied  by  the  Speaker)  was  a  ocmtraipt 
against  the  Houae  itself.  It  wu,  tbera- 
fore,  incumbent  upon  the  House  to  {nquin 
into  tbe  circumstances  under  wbidi  the 
alleged  act  of  disobedience  bad  taken  pbub 
He  would  therefore,  suHcat  to  the  hoa. 
Mover  that,  in  lieu  oithe  motioB  now 
before  the  House,  be  should  substibite  a 
motion  to  the  effect  that  the  witocseahouM 
be  called  to  tJie  Bar  of  tbe  House  for 
the  purpose  of  being  interrogated. 

Mr.  Redinglm  had  aubnittod  Us  me- 
tion,  not  from  any  wish  to  deal  harshly 
with  the  witness,  but  solely  because  Iw 
believed  it  to  be  most  in  aeoonbaoa  with 
the  fonna  of  tbe  Houae.    IfUrnt  w«i«  Ml  /^^  l 
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the  caw,  he  Bhonld  be  perfectly  villing  to 
withdraw  it,  and  to  adopt  that  suggested 
by  the  hoo.  and  learned  Gentleman. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

Hr,  Redington  then  nored,  firet 

"  That  tbe  clerk  attending  ihe  Sonlhamplon 
election  committee,  do  produce  Mr,  SpeBker*! 
warrant ;  for  the  altendaace  of  William  Rods 
HebioQ." 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  clerk  of  committees  appeared  at  the 
Bar,  and  in  reply  to  an  iaterr(%atory  from 
tbe  Speaker,  stated  that  he  held  in  his 
band  a  copy  of  tiie  warrant  served  upon 
'William  Rous  Mabson.  Having  delirered 
it  in,  he  was  ordered  to  withdraw. 

Warrant  read. 

It  required  Mabson  to  produce  before 
tbe  committee  all  notes,  letters,  accounts 
of  cash,  &c.,  connected  with  the  last  elec- 
tion for  the  town  and  county  of  South- 
amptoQ,  that  might  he  in  his  custodr. 
possession,  or  power ;  also  all  receipts  for 
money,  books  containing  accounts  of  the 
payment  of  monies,  memontDduma,  docu- 
inenta,  and  papers  whalsoerer  relating  to 
tbe  said  election. 

Mr.  Redington  moved,  that  William 
Rous  Mafauii  be  broaght  to  the  Bar. 

The  &>IiCTfor-Ge»en]/ expressed  adoubt 
U  to  the  regularity  of  the  summons.  It 
was  dated  tbe  lOtb  of  September,  1841. 
Was  it  r^ular  that  a  summons  served  in 
ooe  Session  efaoold  bare  effect  in  another 
SssnOD. 

Sir  G.  Greg  observed,  tliat  if  this  ob- 
jection were  to  prevail,  it  would  relieve 
the  Honae  frwn  tbe  trouble  of  trying  any 
more  election  petitions  during  the  present 
Session ;  tat,  with  the  single  exception  of 
tbe  Dublin  petition,  alt  the  petitions  com- 
plaining of  undue  returns  of  Members  to 
•erve  in  Parliament  were  presented  in  tbe 
■bort  Session  of  last  autumn,  and  tbe 
Speaker's  warrants  vera  issued  at  that 
time. 

Tbe  SoUciiar-General  had  been  mis- 
understood by  the  right  bon.  Baronet  Of 
course,  the  House  could  not  proceed  to 
imprison  the  witness  unless  the  warrant 
had  been  regularly  served.  He  was  not 
awire  whether  this  warrant  were  regular 
or  uot ;  and,  being  apparently  irregular, 
be  tboo^t  tiie  right  course  was  to  a«k  the 
Speaker  whether  it  were  regular  or  not. 
lie  wished  to  know  whether  a  warrant 
issued  in  one  Session  was  to  be  held  good 
Ibr  another  Sesnon. 

The  Speaker  sUted  that  hii  opinion 
had  been  drawn  to  the  pwnt  towarae  tbe 
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dose  of  tbe  last  Session,  and  be  then  tocA: 
an  opportunity— the  case  being  quite  a 


new  one^to  take  the  beet  advice  m  could 
obtain  upon  it.  He  accordingly  consulted 
with  the  law  officer  appointed  by  the 
House  to  assist  tbe  Speaker,  and  that 
officer  assured  him  that  the  warrants  were 
r^ular.  Upon  that  assurance  he  had 
acted. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

WiUiam  Rous  Mabson  brought  to  the 
Bar  in  custody  of  the  Sergeaat-at-Anna 
accordingly.  He  was  thus  interrogated  :^ 

The  ^leaka- :  Do  yoo  Temember  on  the  13lh 
day  of  Seplernber  lait  receiviog  a  warraut 
from  the  Speaker  of  this  Houie,  requiring 
]FOur   alteodance    berore   the  commitlee  aj^ 

Sointed  to  try  the  Southampton  petition,  ;iid 
J  which  you  were  required  to  produce  before 
that  committee  all  hooka,  documents,  writinn, 
printed  papers,  bilJa,  receipts,  and  orders  for 
the  pajmcDt  of  money  in  yonr  posseiaioD  re- 
ferring to  the  last  Soothamptoo  election  f — 

"  When  werE  thoie  docamenls  last  in  your 
posseasion  ?— I  can't  say  exactly,  bnl  I  think 
within  the  last  three  months. 

"  Have  you  brought  them  before  the  com- 
mittee ! — I  have  not.'' 

Mr.  Thaiger ;  ''  Why  have  you  not  ? — Be- 
cauae  I  incautiously  sent  them  to  the  chairman 
of  Ihe  election  commitlee,  and  it  appeara  that 
he    does    not    ackDowiedge  the    receipt    of 

"Who  was  the  chairman T  What  wu  his 
name? — Captain  Ward.'' 

Sir  G.  Orvf  i  "  How  long  after  yon  r»- 
ceived  the  Speaker's  warrant  did  yon  send 
these  papers  to  Captain  Ward  f  — Three  or 
four  months  after  the  13th  of  September. 

"  What  made  you  part  with  Ihem,  after  yon 
had  received  the  Speaker's  warrant?— I  did  it 
incantionily,  and  lost  sight  of  the  E^peaker's 
warraat  altogether. 

"  Did  you  apply  personally,  or  by  letter,  to 
Captain  Ward,  to  enable  yon  to  comply  with 
the  Speaker's  warrant? — No  ;  I  mads  no  ap> 
plicBiion  of  Ihe  kind. 

"  Then  what  makes  you  state,  that  Captain 
Ward  does  not  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
tbe  papers? — I  hate  beeR  told  by  afnend  from 
Southampton  tcMlay,  that  Captain  Ward  says, 
he  knows  nothing  aboal  them." 

An  hon  Memler :  "  By  whom  did  yon  sencl 
Che  papeis  to  Captain  Ward  ? — I  sent  a  mes> 
■enger  with  them,  but  I  doA't  recollect  his 

Mr.  C.  BuUer  i  What  documents  did  yon 
send  F~A  check-book,  end  two  or  three  little 
billi  which  1  paid  on  acconnt  of  the  elec- 

"Did  yon  send  them  by  Captain  Ward'* 
desire? — Ho;  it  was  my  own  idea." 

The  Allonuj/^Omtrat :  "How  came  yon 
I  possessed  of  the  papers  ?— I  was  authwised  to 
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!iij  lome  billi,  and  after  I  had  paid  ihem,  they 
aid  about  in  niy  posseuioa  for  aotne  time ; 
but  having  uDdentood  thit  all  the  rest  of  the 
papers  nere  sent  ta  Captain  Ward,  I  leot  him 
these  also. 

"  Who  directed  you  to  pay  tiiese  billsT— 
The  bills  were  paid  by  direction  of  the  Cod' 
lervBiiTe  Association. 

"  Had  Captaia  Ward  anything  to  do  with 
itr— No. 

"This  was  on  the  13th  of  September;  ht 
you  since  that  day  had  any  particular  note 
roemoraDdum  of  the  documents  necessary 
be  produced  before  the  committee? — ^ 
sbce. 

"  Yon  were  called  hefore  the 
other  day;  had  you  any 

S articular  documents   you 
ot  the  least. 

"  Had  you  any  opportunity  of  inquiring 
what  documents  would  be  necessary  ? — None. 

"Is  rhe  House  to  understand,  that  since  the 
13th  of  September  no  person  has  girea  you 
any  information  as  lo  what  papers  yon  were 
to  briug  with  you? — Not  the  slightest. 

"  When  the  papers  were  asked  for  before 
the  committee,  was  that  the  first  intimation 
you  had,  that  yon  were  lo  produce  them  ? — It 

Mr.  (yCmneli:  "HaTe  yon  giTen  up  all 
the  papers,  that  were  in  your  poasetsion  T—Yet. 

"  Then  a  memotaodum  speci^ng  what  par- 
ticular papers  you  were  to  produce,  would  be 
perfectly  useless? — Yes." 

Mr.  Godton  :  "  In  the  margin  of  the  check- 
book vou  mention,  was  there  anything  more 
than  tna  date,  snm,  and  name  of  the  person  to 
whom  it  was  paid  ? — Nothing  more. 

"Are  yon  sure,  that  nothing  more  than  the 
date  of  the  sum  of  money,  and  the  name  A.B. 
which  would  be  in  the  body,  appeared  in  the 
coanterfoil  ? — I  am  certain  of  it." 

Mr.  Hult  1  "  Did  the  counterfoil  correspond 
with  the  body  of  the  check  ?— Precisely."^ 

Mr.  Thai^r:  "What  notice  did  yon  re- 
ceive  to  attend  the  committee  ? — I  receired  a 
notice  on  Monday  night,  from  Mr.  Sharp,  the 
solicitor,  of  Southampton,  quite  suddenly  ;  I 
was  in  London  at  the  time." 

Mr.  Jodbm .-  "  If  yon  were  at  home,  when 
yon  received  the  notice,  do  you  think  you 
would  hare  recollected  those  papers  t — I  am 
certain  I  should." 

Mr.  (yCamell;  "Can  you  procure  these 
documents? — I  cannot saj. 

"Do  you  say,  that  yon  cannot? — I  don't 

"Then  yon  may?— I  nay,  possibly." 

Mr,  Buck  I  "  ¥00  say  you  sent  the  papers 
to  Captain  Ward?— Yes. 

■■  Is  he  lo  be  examined  before  the  committee 
to-morrow  ? — I  don't  know." 

Mr.  C.  Wood :  "  By  whom  did  vou  send 
these  documents  to  Captain  Ward? — I  gave 
them  to  some  of  my  people. 

"To  which  of  themr — I  cannot  swear  to 
which  of  ihcm. 


"  Where  ? — In  my  own  shop ;  I  hare  some      , 
fifteen  or  sixteen  people  in  my  employmeaL  ' 

"  Are  the  same  people  in  year  employment 
now?— No  ;  not  all  of  them. 

"  Can  you  ascertain  the  namea  of  the  peo- 
ple 7 — I  might  do  so,  by  inquiry." 

Mr.  Wation  ;  "  Have  you  never  spoken  to 
Captain  Ward  on  the  subject  of  those  papen  i 

Mr.  Sergeant  Jackton  ;  "  You  were  not  re- 
quired by  the  Speaker's  warrant  at  the  time 
lo  produce  those  papers? — I  was  not;  iflhad 
been,  I  should  not  have  been  so  incautious  u 
to  have  given  them  away. 

"  What  was  the  amount  of  the  bills  io 
your  possession  ? — I  should  think  about  \iL 
or  16?." 

Sir  G.  Grey:  "  What  is  Ihe  whole  amonnt  of 
tlie  money  which  was  paid  on  the  checks  cot 
out  of  the  check-book,  the  counterfoils  of 
which  remained  in  your  possession  ? — I  think 
something  like  3,000J." 

Mr.  WaUon:  "To  whom  were  tbosediecks 

Mr.  ThtMiger  thought,  that  this  was 
not  a  proper  coune  of  examination.  They 
were  not  now  inquiring  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  papers,  but  wdetfaer  the  witness 
had  been  guilty  of  contempt  in  not  pro- 
ducing them. 

Mr.  WatWK :  They  bad  been  told,  that 
the  check-book  was  of  no  importance,  aod 
he  had  put  his  qnestion  merely  to  eluci- 
date that  point. 

Mr.  Qodaon  said,  that  what  he  had 
stated  waa,  that  the  check-book  wa«  a  mere 
counterfoil,  and  of  no  value. 

Witness  ordered  to  withdratr. 

Mr.  C.  Wood  recommended  the  leaned 
Gentleman  to  withdraw  his  question.  He 
agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  for  Wood, 
stock  (Mr.  Tbeeiger)  that  they  were  goiog 
into  an  inquiry  altt^tber  irrelevant.  Tbe 
learned  Gentleman,  the  Solicitor-general 
fiir  Ireland,  had  aiked  a  question  as  to  the 
amount  of  the  sums  paid,  the  answer  to 
which  was  loudly  cheered  by  Gentlemen 
opposite,  and  his  iton.  Friend,  tbe  Member 
for  Devonport,  had  asked  a  question  as  to 
the  amount  i»id  by  means  of  checks,  ss 
appearing  from  tbe  counterfbib,  and  the 
answer  to  the  latter  question  showed  that 
a  very  considerable  amount  had  been  paid 
in  that  manner.  But  all  these  paints 
ought  to  be  left  to  the  committee,  which 
possessed,  except  the  power  of  committing 
for  contempt,  all  the  powers  of  a  judidil 
tribunal.  The  better  course  iiow  to  pur- 
sue, would  be  to  discbarge  the  witness 
under  the  Speaker's  warrant,  and  to  Icare 
to  tbe  committee  the  further  iareatigatioB 
of  tbe  matter. 
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Tbfl  Atlorneg- General  taid,  tbat  before 
they  set  aside  the  warraot,  they  ought  to 
be  satisfied,  that  it  was  irregular,  aad  be- 
fore they  resoWed  od  committiDg  auyper- 
8oa  to  Newgate,  they  ought  to  be  utisfied, 
that  the  wamuat  was  regular.  He,  &r 
one,  conndered,  that  there  had  not  been 
Mich  a  state  of  facta  laid  before  the  House, 
aa  ought  to  induce  them  to  send  the  wit- 
ness to  Newgate.  It  appeared,  that  he 
had  beeu  serred  with  a  warrant  from  the 
Speaker,  dated  the  10th  of  September,  re- 
qniring  him  to  bring  Id  his  custody  all 
letters  and  accouats  of  cash  relating  to  the 
ItUe  electioD,  and  all  receipts  for  money, 
and  all  other  documeuta  aoa  papers  what- 
soever relating  to  the  taid  election,  and 
therewith  to  appear  before  the  said  select 
committee  at  such  time  or  times  as  shall 
be  notified  to  him  by  the  parties  signing 
the  said  petition,  or  their  agents.  Now, 
arcordiog  to  the  statement  of  the  witness, 
he  had  received  that  warrant  in  the  month 
of  September,  and  until  he  came  before 
the  committee  he  had  received  no  intima- 
tion aa  to  what  were  the  particular  papers 
which  he  was  called  on  to  produce.  This 
was  not  the  usual  course  of  proceeding  in 
reference  to  the  administration  of  justice. 
A  man  who  was  HubpcEoaed  to  attend  a 
court  of  justice,  and  to  bring  with  him  a 
rariety  ot  documeuts,  had,  accoidiag  to 
ordinary  courtesy,  an  intimation  giren 
to  him  of  the  documents  he  was  required 
to  bring  some  time  before  he  was  called 
on  to  attend,  and  he  thought  that  this 
witness,  before  the  parties  applied  to  the 
committee  to  report  his  conduct  to  the 
House,  ought  to  have  been  informed  some 
short  time  before,  that  he  would  be  n- 
quired  to  produce  such  papers.  By  the 
warrant  he  was  called  on  to  produce  these 
papers,  at  such  time  us  he  saould  receive 
a  notice  from  the  parties  signing  the  peti- 
tion, or  their  agent  Unless  he  received 
some  such  intimation,  he  could  not  be 
described  as  having  been  guilty  of  a  con- 
tempt. Now,  he  had  never  been  required 
to  produce  them  at  all.  ["  Oh,  oh."]  The 
witnesa  had  been  required  to  attend  him- 
self, hut  he  bad  not  wen  required  to  pro- 
duce any  specific  documents,  p'  Ob,  oh"] 
He  heard  the  noise  made  on  the  other  ude, 
but  he  appealed  to  their  judgment,  he  ap- 
pealed to  the  candid  consi£ration  of  the 
House,  whether  he  bad  ever  so  addressed 
the  House  on  a  legal  subject  as  to  induce 
them  to  beliere  that  he  had  ever  given  any 
hut  what  be  conceived  to  be  a  just  and 
proper  legal  opinion?     Whether  be  had 
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not  always  boldly  stated  that  opinion,  or 
whether  he  had  ever  shrunk  ftom  stating 
anything  that  he  believed  to  be  true  From 
any  motives  whatsoever;  and  he  asked 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  were  then  dealing 
with  him  fotrly  to  hear,  and  judge  for 
themselves  whether  this  witness  had  been 
guilty  of  any  contempt,  when  the  Speak- 
er's warrant  only  required  him  to  appear 
with  the  papera  and  documents  at  sudt 
time  or  times  as  shall  be  notified  to  him 
by  the  parties  petitioning  or  their  agents, 
oeither  the  parties  nor  their  agents  having 
called  OD  the  witness  t«  produce  any  do- 
cuments at  all.  For  these  reasons,  be  could 
not  agree  to  the  motion  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite  (Mr.  Redington],  but 
thought  the  course  suggested  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Hali&x  the  one  ust  suited 
for  tbe  occasion.  The  witness  aatd,  that  he 
hadsent  the  papers  toMr.  Ward.  Had  that 
gentiemau  been  brought  before  the  com- 
mittee? Where  was  the  use  of  sending 
the  witness  to  Newgate,  if  Mr.  Ward  was 
yet  to  be  examined  before  the  committee  ? 
It  would  be  much  better  in  tbe  first  place, 
to  endeavour  to  trace  the  papers,  and  then 
deal  with  the  witness  as  they  might  after- 
wards see  fit. 

Mr.  Bedinglon  should  be  sorry  to  do 
anything  which  would  appear  harsh,  but 
the  committee  had  acted  in  this  matter  to 
the  best  of  their  judgment.  It  appeared 
to  them  that  the  warrant  ought  to  be 
obeyed,  no  matter  what  might  be  the  cour- 
tesv  observed  in  other  courts.  Counsel 
baa  shown  that  those  documents  were 
material :  the  witness  had  stated  that  he 
had  given  them  to  another  parly,  whose 
name  he  could  not  recollect,  and  the  com- 
mittee folt  that  justice  to  the  parties  con- 
cerned would  not  he  done  unless  those 
Kpers  were  produced,  and  that  they  were 
und  to  see  the  authority  of  tbe  Speaker's 
warrant  obeyed.  In  what  position  were 
they  now  placed  ?  There  was  an  order  that 
this  individual  should  produce  tboge  papers. 
At  the  time  tbat  order  was  served  be  was 
in  possession  of  the  papers.  Were  they 
to  release  him  fnm  all  responsibility, 
merely  because  he  told  them  that  he  sent 
the  papers  to  Mr.  Ward  by  a  person  whose 
name  he  did  not  recollect  ?  That  evening 
a  summons  had  been  sent  to  Mr.  Ward ; 
hut  they  bad  no  reason  to  believe  that  Mr, 
Ward  knew  anything  about  these  doco> 
ments.  Would  they  allow  these  papers  to 
escape  their  search  without  taking  what 
steps  they  could  to  prevent  such  a  disre- 
ganl  of  their  authority  ?  He  regretted 
2Q 
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tlUkt  tlie  qneetioa  had  bfen  again  riised 
after  the  deciaion  of  the  committee.  As 
Chairman,  he  ahouldhare  considered  him- 
Mlf  guilty  of  a  aeglect  of  dut^  if  he  had 
not  brought  the  case  hefore  the  House. 
He  thought  it  would  be  a  dangerous  ^n- 
cedeot  to  discharge  a  man  who  had  been 
gailty  of  such  conduct;  and  he  would 
then^ire  man,  that  the  prisoner,  William 
Rous  MabsoQ,  be  committed  to  the  custody 
of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  attendiog  the 
House,  and  that  the  Sergeant  do  take  the 
said  William  Rous  Mabsoo  to  the  South- 
ampton election  committee  as  ofteti  as  he 
thul  be  required. 

Mr.  C.  BttUer  seconded  the  motion.  This 
was  a  rerv  grave  question,  and  one  that 
involTed  tke  honour  of  the  House.  His 
opinion  was,  that  the  wisest  course  was  for 
the  House  to  interfere  as  little  as  possible 
in  support  of  the  authority  of  the  election 
committees,  and  that  the  best  safeguard 
they  could  throw  over  the  administration 
of  justice  in  those  committees  was  to  take 
their  report  as  final.  Although  he  differed 
in  some  respects  from  the  learned  Attor- 
ney-general, it  seemed  to  him  rery  unwise, 
when  the  comcaittee  reported  to  the  House 
that  a  person  had  been  guilty  of  disobe- 
dience to  the  warrant  of  the  Speaker,  that 
the  House  should  enter  into  the  kind  of 
inijuiiT  with  which  the  House  had  been 
edified  that  erening.  The  offence  of  the 
witness  was  of  a  very  grave  nature ;  and  if 
the  House  overlooked  its  jurisdiction,  and 
the  jurisdiction  of  its  committees,  its  au- 
thonty  would  be  utterly  trampled  upon 
and  set  at  defiance.  A  certain  quibble 
had  been  raised  that  the  Speaker's  war- 
rant was  applicable  only  to  the  Isst  Ses- 
sion of  PartiameDt;  he  trusted  that  objec- 
tion wonld  be  dropped,  and  that  no  one 
would  put  it  into  the  heads  of  any  of  the 
witnesMi  that  the  Speaker's  warrant  was 
not  now  Unding  upon  them.  It  would 
appear  from  the  evidence  of  the  man  that 
he  did  not  know  the  missing  papers  were 
amongst  those  required  to  be  produced  by 
him.  He  stated,  that  having  received 
ordera  to  produce  a  variety  of  papers,  be 
gave  all  that  related  to  the  Southampton 
election  to  a  third  persra,  through  the 
medium  of  a  shopboVr  and  that  from  that 
person,  who  hsppenea  to  be  Captain  Ward, 
who  was  chairman  of  the  committee  at 
Southampton  for  conducting  the  electioo 
of  the  sitting  Member,  the  witness  da- 
dared  be  haareceived no ackoowledsment 
of  the  receipt  a 
Ihefimof  tAisi 
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to  induce  him  to  beliere  it.    Ha  did  not 

go  so  lar  as  to  say  that  he  must  didielievB 
it,  but  he  really  could  not  believe  it  Aa 
far  as  he  was,aUe  to  ascertain  the  jacta  af 
the  case,  it  appeared  that  Captain  Waid, 
the  only  other  peraou  named  by  the  wit* 
ness,  denied  baring  received  tu  papain 
Captain  Ward  was  known  to  be  a  lespect- 
able  man,  and  certainly  his  denial  was 
worthy  of  comideration.  Hm  House 
would  Hicrifice  its  own  honour  if  it  totally 
overlo(Aed  the  conduct  of  this  man.  He 
did  not  wish  to  have  the  man  committed 
to  Newgate,  or  to  punish  him  severely,  but 
tu  let  such  a  person  go  awav  with  an  ias- 
raessioo  that  he  was  one  againat  vriiom  tha 
House  would  take  do  fiirther  proeeedinga 
would  be  highly  derogatory  to  its  booour. 
He  should,  therefore,  second  the  motioa 
of  bis  hou.  Friend,  and  with  this  particular 
abject  ia  view,  namely,  tiutt  the  prisoner 
should  remain  in  custody  of  the  Sermnt- 
at-Arms  until  the  committee  had  tune  ta 
esamioe  Captain  Ward,  and  any  other 
necessary  witnesses,  in  order  that  tb^ 
might  sscertain  whether  the  story  told  hv 
the  prisoner  was  true,  nr  whether  he  bad 
not  purposely  and  flagrantly  acted  in  de- 
fiance of  the  orders  of  the  House,  and  pat 
the  papers  out  of  the  reach  of  the  oooa- 
mittee,  in  order  to  prevent  them  from  get* 
ting  at  the  truth. 

Mr.  H.  Hinda  said,  he  roae  to  make  % 
few  observations  upon  thia  subject,  bat  be 
would  take  care  to  go  as  near  the  facu  of 
the  case  as  he  coald  without  cootrareoiBg 
the  order  of  the  House.  His  hon.  Friend 
had  laid  that  be  bad  no  reason  to  suppoae 
that  the  witness  at  the  Bar  bad  acted  under 
any  mistake  or  misappreheosioo  of  what 
he  was  called  upon  to  do  by  the  Speaker's 
warrant.  Now,  there  was  not  the  sliffhteit 
evidence  that  the  check-book  was  in  bts 
possession,  at  the  time  the  Speaker'a  war- 
want  was  served  upon  him :  and  there  was 
DO  reason  for  believing  that  the  statement 
of  the  witness  was  not  a  bona^fide  aUte- 
ment,  becauic,  if  he  had  chosen  lo  tell  a 
falsehood  to  screen  himself  from  any 
imagined  mischief,  be  might  have  dime  so 
with  more  safety  to  himself  by  denying 
til  knowledge  of  the  check-book,  or  that 
it  ever  had  been  in  his  possession.  Re 
hoped  the  House  wouM  not  sanction  tbe 
detention  of  the  man  in  the  custody  of 
the  Sergeant-at-Arms.  If  the  conmttea 
upon  exaininiof  Captain  Ward  shonkl 
k  Uiat  the  aUlement  of 
t  boKa,^,  ihey  ni|bt 
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nil  upOD  the  Houh  to  deal  with  him.  He 
dioDld,  therafore,  mofo.  tnd  he  boned  the 
HoiiK  would  ooncui  with  him,  tbkt  thii 
debate  be  poetponed  to  that  day  weeL 

Mr.  Jervit  Mid,  it  wai  quite  true  thet 
dnriu^  a  abort  ioterval  the  priMuer  toigbt 
•end  to  Sottthampton  aud  make  tbcue  io- 
(^niriei  which  would  lend  to  set  bimieir 
light  I  but  the  order*  aad  authority  of 
the  Houae  ought  to  be  enforced  and  main* 
taioed.  It  had  been  laid  down  by  the 
tight  faoD.  Speaker  that  no  atatement  of 
the  proceadinga  of  the  committee  could 
beraceifed  from  any  hon.  Hem  her  of  it 
until  ill  buiineaa  had  tenainated  and  ita 
report  waa  made,  bat  that  they  coald  hear 
■htt  evidence  the  witaeai  at  the  Bar  of 
the  Houn  might  bate  to  offer.  True; 
but  how  were  they  to  know  that  the  evi- 
dence he  gavb  at  their  Bar  might  not  be 
contradicted  by  other  evidence  taken  be- 
fore the  committee?  If  they  acted  upon 
hia  evidence  then  they  would  be  in  danger 
of  acting  inconiiileatly  and  of  violating 
the  rolea  of  juitice.  They  were  bound  to 
place  implicit  confideoce  in  their  commit- 
teai,  who  were  gnarded  by  the  authority 
of  the  Houae  and  by  their  oaths,  and  the 
HoQie  ought  not  to  act  until  all  the  evi- 
dence collected  by  a  committee,  with  iti 
Itport,  was  duly  laid  before  them.  It  ap- 
peared that  the  witneu  bad  at  least  beei 


nilty  of  great  dieretpeot  towarda  the 
Houae;  for  why  did  he  keep  the  papen 
three   taontht    aKar    tbi    eleeiion,    and 


■end  them  away  after  he  bad  received  the 
Speaker'a  wanaat  to  produce  them  ? 

Mr.  Sergeant  JacitoN  could  not  concur 
io  the  amendment  propoied  by  hia  hon. 
Friend  near  him  (Mr.  H.  Hinda)  for  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate.  He  thought 
the  Houae  ought  now  to  decide  on  the 
matter,  becauas  the  question  waa  fully 
before  them.  The  quetlion  was  whether 
this  person  should  be  committed  to  the 
cuUody  of  tha  SsTgeanUat-Arms  or  not  ? 
He  thought  that  there  were  no  grounds 
apparent  to  the  Houe  that  this  individual 
bad  hew  guilty  of  eonlempL  If  there 
were  any  grounds  to  ahow  that  the  wiioess 
had  been  guilty  of  eootempt,  no  one 
would  ha  more  ready  to  punish  him  than 
be  (Mr.  Sergeant  Jackson)  would.  " 
he  did  aot  think  that  it  appeared  he 
acted  in  contempt.  He  would  take  for 
granted  thai  the  warrant  served  on  bin 
waa  a  valid  warrant.  But  what  was  the 
taaor  of  Ikat  warrant?  It  required  the 
witneu  to  produce  an  indefinite  nunber 


of  documents  at  luch  time  and  place  as 
he  should  be  required  to  produce  them  by 
the  party,  or  their  agents,  by  whom  be 
had  been  summoned.  Ha  believed  that 
■he  statement  which  this  man  had  made 
to  the  House  was  bonafide.  He  liSid  stated 
that  he  bad  been  served  with  the  Speaker's 
warrant  in  the  month  of  September  last, 
■even  montha  ago.  He  had  not  any  re- 
collection of  the  tenor  of  the  documents 

required  to  produce,  and  he  said 
that  he  would  not  have  parted  with  the 
documents  if  at  the  time  he  bad  recollected 
ihat  be  would  be  required  to  produce 
them.  He  was  of  opinion  that  all  the 
facta  of  the  case  made  it  quite  clear  that 
this  individual  bad  not  been  guilty  of  con- 
tempt. He  thought,  iherefote,  that  this 
individual  ought  not  to  be  pUDished,  and 
he  would  therefore  vote  against  the  motion 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Dundalk. 

Mr.  ZaftoHcfters  feared, that  if  the  House 
followed  the  course  which  had  been  recom- 
mended by  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite, 
[be  authority  of  election  committees  would 
be  weakened  in  such  a  way  that  it  would 
be  vein  to  expect  from  them  that  (hey 
could  hereafter  prosecute  their  inquiriea 
so  as  to  produce  any  advantage  to  the 
public,  or  give  sBliafsction  to  the  House, 
All  that  the  House  waa  called  upon  to  do 
at  present  was  this, — the  committee  having 
reported  their  opinion  of  the  miBconduct 
of  the  witness  to  tha  House,  they  were 
asked,  not  to  discuss  it,  but  to  take  some 
notice  of  it.  He  thought  the  course  pro. 
posed  by  the  ban.  Chairman  of  the  com* 
mittee  was  that  which  the  Honsa  was 
bound  Io  follow.-  For  could  any  Geo- 
tieman  who  had  listened  to  the  statemeota 
which  the  witness  bad  made  at  the  Bar 
deny  that  the  gravest  suspicioui  attached 
to  them  1  Having  been  aerved  with  the 
Speaker's  warrant  to  produce  certain  pa- 
pets  which  he  had  kept  for  several  montha 
in  his  possession,  and  which  he  retained 
some  time  afterwards,  he  then  gave  them 
up  to  some  other  person,  forgetling,  as 
he  declared,  that  the  Speaker's  warrant 
had  any  reference  to  thoae  papers.  The 
witoesB  asked  the  House  to  believe  that 
he  fo^t  ihaL  Was  it  likely  that  a  per- 
son taking  an  active  part  in  an  election 
would  not  narrowly  inspect  and  perfectly 
understand  the  nature  «  a  Speaker's  war. 
rant  ?  But  to  whom  did  he  send  ihe  pa- 
pers? To  Captain  Ward,  the  chairtnao  of 
the  committee  for  conducting  the  election 
of  iba  aittiog  nembcn.  a  (capcctable  gen- 
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tleman,  no  doubt;  but  one  who  from  his 
position  would  naturatly  desire  to  suppress 
any  evideiicfl  affecting^  the  sests  of  the 
sitting  Members.  Ha  thought  that  it  was 
of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  authO' 
lit;  of  the  committees  appointed  by  the 
House  to  try  the  merits  of  election  peti- 
tions should  be  supported. 

The  Solicitor- General  asid,  that  the 
proceedings  which  had  that  night  taken 
place  were  amply  sufficient  to  satisfy  him 
as  to  the  justice  of  bis  opinion,  that 
questions  of'^this  kind  would  be  more  pro- 
perly decided  by  the  exarainaiion  of  wit- 
nesses before  the  election  committee,  and 
that  that  House  was  not  the  proper  place 
for  ibe  enquiry.  The  hon.  Members  for 
Liskeard  and  Chester  were  mistaken  if 
ihey  thought  he  had  altered  his  opinion 
that  the  object  of  his  right  hoc.  Friend's 
bill  was  to  withdraw  everything  of  this 
Icind,  connected  with  election  busiaeti. 
from  the  House,  and  leave  it  to  the  com- 
mittee.  Id  regard  to  the  present  ques- 
tion, on  looking  over  the  precedents  sup- 
plied by  the  journals  of  the  House,  he 
thought  the  course  was,  that  ai  the  com- 
mittee, in  its  report,  had  accused  the 
witness,  not  of  contempt  of  the  committee, 
but  of  whst  is  considered  to  be  contempt 
of  the  House,  the  party  should  be  brought 
to  the  Bar,  aod  eiamined  on  the  question 
whether  he  had  received  the  Speaker's 
warrant,  and  why  he  had  disobeyed  it? 
NotwitbstBDding  the  remsrlc  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Liskeard,  he  con- 
sidered himself  quite  iostified  in  the  ob- 
•errationi  he  had  made  as  to  the  form  of 
the  warrant.  The  motion  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, was,  he  believed,  that  this  person  be 
fciithwith  committed  to  Newgate,  Now, 
without  entering  further  at  present  into 
the  question  of  the  legality  of  the  warrant, 
he  would  Buppoie  that  this  person  were 
comioitted  by  the  Speaker's  warrant,  and 
then  discharged  by  the  Judges  of  the 
Queen's  Bench,  there  would  be  anotherdis- 
pnte  between  the  House  and  the  Courts  of 
Law.  Now  ha  felt  that,  before  the  House 
proceeded  to  commit  the  psrty  to  New- 

Sste,  they  should  be  satisfied  that  he  had 
isobeyed  a  legal  warrant.  If  the  warrant 
vera  issued  in  one  Session,  and  they  com- 
mitted bim  in  another  for  not  obeying  it, 
he  must  say  that  a  question  arose  as  to  its 
legality,  lite  coarse  which  he  had  already 
taken  ongiht,  he  thonght,  to  vindicate  him 
from  the  charge  of  wiihing  to  shield  the 
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individual  if  he  were  guilty.  The  que^ 
tion  could  be  examined  before  a  selettt 
committee,  and  if  it  appeared  that,  after 
receivincr  the  Speaker's  warrant,  the  wit- 
ness designedly  kept  back  the  docnments, 
he  should  be  committed  to  custody.  He 
was  not  disposed  to  oppose  the  present 
motion  of  the  hon.  Member  opposite,  for 
if  the  committee  came  to  the  conclusioa 
that  the  party  had  designedly  kept  the 
pspers  hack,  he  ought  to  be  kept  in  cn>- 
tody  until  inquiry  were  made  whether  be 
was  realty  guilty  of  the  contempt  imputed 
to  him.  He  could  ndt  therefore  support 
the  motion  of  his  hon.  Friend  for  the  ad* 
journment  of  the  debate.  He  should  not 
oppose  the  motion  of  the  hon.  Member 
(Mr.  Redington)  opposite,  and  he  took 
this  course  under  the  distinct  nuderstand- 
iug  that  the  motion  was  not  to  commit  the 
party  to  Newgate,  for  if  that  ware  tbe 
case  he  should  have  opposed  it  uutil 
clearly  satisfied  that  the  warrant  was  % 
legal  one,  and  he  thought  that  if  any 
doubt  existed  as  to  the  legality  of  the 
warrant,  the  best  course  would  be  to 
get  a  fresh  summons  and  a  fresh  warrant. 

Mr.  C.  IVood  said,  there  wai  no  doubt 
but  that  the  witness  had  not  acted  pro 
perly  in  the  matter.  A  strong  case  eer 
tainly  of  suspicion  was  made  oot  againat 
him,  sufficient  to  jostify  the  committee  ia 
retaining  him  in  custody,  but  not  sufficient 
to  warrant  his  committal  to  Newgate.  He 
thought  that  the  course  proposM  would 
meet  the  justice  of  the  case. 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  that  he  must  confisa 
it  was  always  with  regret,  that  he  nw 
there  should  exist  any  necessity  for  na 
appeal  to  the  House  of  Commons  in  n 
matter  of  that  kind  ;  hut  as  the  committee 
had  thonght  proper  to  make  an  appeal,  at 
the  appeal  was  now  made  to  ihem,  it  w«a 
the  duty  (^  each  Member  of  that  Honae 
to  decide  upon  the  matter  on  purely  judi- 
cial considerations.  The  question  involved 
the  personal  liberty  of  the  subject,  fn  the 
first  place,  they  must  ask  whether  the 
summons  were  valid ;  and  aecondly,  whe- 
ther the  committee  had  acted  in  confor- 
mity with  law.  It  was  clear  that  when 
the  Speaker  issued  his  wsrvant  it  was  hia 
opinion  that  it  was  a  legal  doeuntent. 
The  report  stated  that  the  wiineas  die- 
obeyed  that  summons.  He  must  infer  that 
the  witness  wilfully  disobeyed  that  sum- 
mons, thereby  defeating  the  ends  of  ju»* 
lice.  Dnder  these  ctrcumslancca,  Iheentn- 
mittce  decided  upon  samRionbg  Ibe  wit-  . 
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neu  to  (he  Bar  of  that  Houie ;  and  it  was 
their  datj,  dismiHiug  from  their  minds  all 
that  had  taken  place  before  the  commit- 
tee, to  roriD  their  judgment  from  what 
look  place  during  the  examination  of  the 
witueta  that  day  at  the  Bar,  He  muit 
M»J,  that  the  evidence  of  the  witness  bad 
been  unsatufactorj.  It  appeared  that  he 
had  kepi  in  hii  powesaion  the  papers  for 
a  period  of  three  or  four  months,  ontil  die 
period  filled  for  the  commeocenieDt  of  the 
Sessioii  of  Parliament.  At  that  period, 
he  received  the  auinmDns  of  tlie  Speaker, 
requiring  him  to  attend  the  commitlee 
with  papera  and  docnraenti.  It  was  then 
that  the  witneu,  after  having  the  summons 
in  his  poweiiion,  thought  proper  to  send 
them  to  another  parly — to  a  gentleman  ot 
great  reapec lability,  who  bad  no  recollec- 
lion  of  having  received  them.  The  witness 
certainly  said  that  Captain  Ward  did  not 
remember  the  circumstance.  The  imprea- 
aion  on  his  mind  waa,  that  Captain  Ward 
woald  not  now  admit  that  he  had  received 
the  docQBienti.  He  would  not  at  present, 
impute  anythinf;  like  guilt  to  the  wit- 
ness; bat  under  the  circnmstancei  of  the 
case,  he  thought  they  were  justified  in  re- 
taining him  until  the  matter  had  been 
thoroughly  examined  into.  This  was 
the  proper  course  to  pursue.  But,  at  the 
nme  tine,  he  did  think,  after  the  opin- 
imi  atated  by  his  hon,  and  learned 
Friendt  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  com- 
mit the  witncai  to  Newgale.  The  House 
mast  recollect  that  if  the  witness  were 
comnitled  and  he  applied  for  a  writ  of 
hi^«a$  CorpKt,  and  upon  that  be  obtained 
his  discbarge,  the  House  would  not  bare 
the  power  of  making  any  reaiitance.  "Hie 
queaiiou  would  be  purely  one  of  law. 
Taking  all  the  circumstances  connected 
with  this  transaetion  into  consideration, 
he  coald  not  consent  to  the  discharge  of 
the  witness.  He  thought  that  the  House 
ought  to  support  thQ  committee  in  the 
exercise  of  its  authority,  onerous  as  it  was, 
and  on  that  gioand  he  should  give  his  vote. 
Hr.  O'ComuU  difiered  from  the  autbo- 
rily  of  the  ban.  and  learned  Member,  as 
to  the  illegality  of  the  warrant.  It  should 
be  recollected  ibat  the  witness  received 
ifao  Bummons  before  the  committee  waa 
conatituted.  He  tboughl  this  a  monstrous 
caaa,  and  one  which  ongbt  not  to  be  frit- 
tered away.  At  the  moment  the  Speaker 
iasued  the  warrant,  tlie  papers  were  in  the 
custody  of  the  wiiDeai,  He  was  bound  to 
keeplDWi. 
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Mr.  Chrittopker  said,  that  whatever 
was  the  opinion  of  that  House,  and  what- 
ever couriQ  they  might  think  proper  to 
pursue,  he  felt  convinced  that  the  people 
of  England  would  not  allow  themselves  to 
be  committed  to  Newgate  in  a  way  that  no 
court  of  justice  in  this  country  would  con- 
sider itself  warranted  in  adopting. 

Mr.  H.  Hinde  would  lake  the  sense  of 
the  House  on  the  question  of  adjouru- 
menl. 

"^he  House  divided,  on  the  question 
ihat  the  debate  be  now  adjonrned :— Ayes 
16;  Noes  176:  Majority  160. 


Breilshaw,  J.  . 
Buck.L.  W. 
Cheliea,  Viiet. 
Christopher,  R.  A. 
Cochrane,  A. 
Femnd,  W.  B. 
FiUroy,  Iiod.  H. 
Fleming,  J.  W. 
Forbes,  W. 
Godson,  R. 


£tif  (^  Ike  Ates. 

Hodgson,  R. 
Northland,  Visct. 
Polfaill,  F. 
Theiiger,  F. 
Tyrell,SirJ.T. 
Vemer.CoI. 


TELtERS. 

Hinde,  H; 
Bruce,  C. 


Lilt  of  the  Nobs. 

Acton,  Col.  CrioDs. 

Aldam,  W. 

Antrobus,  E. 

Armaliong,  Sir  A. 

Baring,  rt.  bon.  F.  T. 

Barnard,  E.  G. 

Bellew,  R.  M. 

Betnal,  R. 

Bernard,  Visct. 

Blackbume,  J.  I. 

Blake,  M. 


Blake,  M.  J. 
Blake,  Sir  V. 
Blenritt,  R.  J. 
Bodkin,  W.  B. 
Bodkin,  J.  J. 
Boldero,  H.  G. 
Borthwick,  P. 
ie,  W.  B. 
Brotherton,  J. 
Browne,  hou.  W. 
Bruce,  Lord  E. 
BuUer,  Sir  J.  Y. 
Burrell,  Sir  C.  M. 
Busfdld,  W. 
Catlaghan,  D. 
Campbell,  A. 
Chetwode,  Sir  J. 
Clayton,  R.  R. 
Clementi,  Visct. 
CleA,  Sir  G. 
Cobdeo,  R. 
Cockbum,  rtb.SirG. 
Colebrooke,  Sir  T.  E. 
Corry,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Cowper,  boo.  W.  F. 
Craig,  W.  0. 


Dalmeay,  Lord 

Darner,  hon.  Col. 

Dawson,  boo.  T.  V. 

Denison,  W.  J, 

Dennistoun,  J. 

DoDgtas,  Sir  C.  E. 

Drummond,  H.  H. 

Duncan,  G. 

Doncombe,  T. 

Du  Pre,  C.  G. 

Eaton,  R.  J. 

Ellice,n.  boii.E. 

Ellica,  E. 

Eliot,  Lord 

Ew:ott,  B. 

Ferguson,  Col. 

Feilden,  W. 

Fielden,  J. 

Filmer,  Sir  E. 

Fitiroy,  Cant. 

Folletl,  Sir  W.  W. 

Farsl«r,U. 

Fremantle,  Sir  T. 

French,  F. 

Fuller,  A.  E. 

Gill,  T. 

Gordon,  hon.  Capt. 

Goring,  C. 

Goulbum,  rt.  hn.  H. 

Graham,  rt.  hn.  Sit  J. 

Gtanby,  Marquess  of 

Granger,  T.  C. 

Greeuall,  P. 

Greene,  T. 

Grey,  rt.  Hon.  Sir  0, 

Orogan,E,  D  gitized  by 
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plain  ground  that,  had  that  moUoa  bsen 
aucceuful,  it  vould  bate  led  to  the  div- 
charge  of  the  priuner.  If  any  hon.  Hean- 
ber  had  any  doubt  upon  bii  mind  aa  lo  tba 
Talidiiy  of  the  wamot,  could  they  heaitate 
foT  a  iDoment  ia  voting  for  bia  dtacharge  ? 
Hon.  Membera  ought  to  beai  in  mind  tbat 
tbey  were  an  ineaponuble  body ;  if  tbey 
injured  the  obq  by  impriioniag  hw  iU^ 
gaily,  he  had  no  redrcM.  If  be  were  com- 
nitted  by  a  magiatrate  upon  an  illegal  w»m- 
rant  be  might  bring  bia  action,  bat  against 
the  Houie  he  would  have  no  remedj. 

Mr.  Ward :  The  hon.  and  learned  Gsk- 
tleman  who  bad  juit  lat  down,  had  at  onoa 
converted  into  a  fact  that  which  waa  aisa- 
ply  a  doubt  upon  the  mind  of  the  SoliMoi^ 
gcnaraL  But  tee  what  would  be  the  m- 
ault  if  bia  opiniona  were  carried  out  to 
their  full  extent.  Let  the  Home  ngtcc 
with  him,  diicha^  tbn  |»iaoDer  on  tbe 
ground  of  the  inv^tdity  of  the  aunnooe, 
and  tbey  would  iavalidate  tbe  procesdiaga 
of  every  election  commiitee  which  had  aat 
during  the  prcaeat  Senioe.  ["  tio."] 
He  said,  "  Yea,  yea,"  for  ao  on*  witniw 
would  have  attended  bafera  tbam  bad  thay 
not  thoaght  they  were  compelled.  Uoo. 
Gentlemen  oppoaite  bad  been  peifcctlj 
quicicant  hitherto;  but  now,  wbaa  tha 
inquiry  waa  int«  the  doinga  of  the  electi«n 
at  SoutbamptOD,  tbey  appaaiad  la  be  do- 
bItous  to  throw  the  ahield  of  piatectioa 
over  a  man  who  bad  aet  the  Hoaaa  of 
Conmona  at  defiance.  He  fully  baliered 
\bBi  it  waa  highly  deairable  ibU  tha  trial 
of  theae  petitiona  abould  be  before  a  t»- 
banal  totally  uncoaoected  with  tha  Hooaa; 
it  was  impoiaible  for  Membeia  to  keep 
tbemselvee  free  from  |>aity  hiaa»  aa  had 
been  shown  by  tbe  cheers  of  eithei  paRy 
aa  a  aeotimeot  favoarable  toeither  of  ihaoi 
was  given  atteraoce  toeithor  byaayofiha 
prisoners  at  the  Bat,  or  tbe  boo.  Maabec 
for  Hants  last  night.  Tliej  weta  iJike  oa 
either  side.  Bat,  aa  iba  hw  at  preaeat 
stood,  a  man  vho  bad  ao  glari^ly,  aad 
evidently  ao  intenlioBaUy  and,  doaanad 
nnnishmant.  He  woald  nk  Um  boo.  and 
learned  Uembw  for  Woodalodc,  wbatiiat 
ha  believed  tha  aaaa  waa  iBaaccatt  If  be 
were,  be  would  merely  say.  Out,  had  b« 
b«ea  the  most  ingeaioaa,  the  meal  caaaiag 
penon  in  tbe  world,  or  evao  bad  ha  acted 
according  to  the  advices  of  tha  moat  aatala 
sod  iageniouB  counsel  who  was  actiag  fet 
the  siltiag  Member,  he  could  have  takea 
00  way  better  cakulalsd  to  defeat  tha  ia> 
quiry  m  which  they  were  engaged.  .,  u 
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TELLEU. 

Buller,  C. 
Jervis,  J. 


Queslion  again  put,  that  William  Rouse 
Mabion  be  committed,  &c. 

Mr.  Theiiger  being  convinced  that  tbe 
warrant  waa  illegal,  could  not  give  bii 
consent  to  reitraia  the  liberty  of  tbe  man 
for  one  instant.  After  the  doubt  which 
had  been  expressed  by  bit  learned  Friend 
the  Solicilor-general,  he  should  indeed  be 
astonished  if  bis  learned  Friend  did  not 
vote  for  his  discbarge.  He  wished  to  ex- 
plain to  the  House,  that  be  had  voted  in 
the  minority  in  the  last  divisioui  on  the 
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Mr.  CKrufdpiUr  wt»ld  repeat  that  the 
trial  of  all  election  petition!  oaght  to  be 
taken  out  of  the  handi  of  the  Hodm,  and 
b*  tmtted  that  Aeae  diacnukmi,  of  which 
tJMT*  mold  bo  mmaj  more,  woald  be  the 
meam  of  sanding  inch  triali  before  a  le^l 
tribunal,  where  a  genlleman  of  legal  talent 
«o«ld  praiide.  He  felt  qaite  certain  that 
war*  BMb  a  jodge  app<Nttied,  whaterer 
wore  bit  poliliot  he  mnild  give  hie  opinion 
ooaseienttouily  npon  all  points  tbat  came 
bofenbin. 

Sir  0.  Onjf  sah),  tha  8<dic)tor<gcneral 
aaened  to  have  auamed  that  the  priicner 
had  been  called  upon  to  attend  the  eom- 
aillee  daring  the  laet  RessioD.  Now,  un> 
doobtedly  tM  recital  of  the  warrant  did 
BKntioa  lut  Seieion,  and  it  coeld  not  be 
otherwiso',  for  the  Act  of  Farliament  di- 
neted  that  the  trial  of  peiitiont  ahonld 
take  place  duriog  the  Session  in  which 
Ibey  wore  presented,  and  tbeso  presented 
last  Session  were  only  delayed  by  a  sab- 
•eqneat  order  of  the  House.  Bat  the 
warrant  went  further,  and  reqaired  hhii  to 
attsod  belora  the  comnittee  to  be  ap- 
peintad  to  try  the  merits  of  a  petition 
presented  uainst  the  return  for  Sonth- 
aapton,  and  there  produce  certain  do- 
cwiints  »amed.  Now,  the  object  of 
■erfh^  tba  sumnoDS  immediately  upon 
tb«  pceaeBtatlon  of  n  petttioo  was  to 
fix  the  partiea  who  might  bsvo  docn- 
neote  of  consequence  to  the  inquiry 
in  thdr  poMeseion— to  attach  them  in 
tboir  btnds  for  the  pnrpoaee  of  the  in> 
qofry.  IF  the  donbt  expressed  by  the  So- 
lieitofk^eneral  should,  npon  due  consider- 
nthw,  pKTail — if  it  wwe  neoeanry  that 
when  a  committee  was  adjourned  from 
«se  Session  to  another,  it  waa  necessary 
HM  the  party  should  again  be  served, 
Ibeo  no  commitlee  would  ever  <Atain  any 
document  of  importance,  for  they  would 
be  destroyed  in  the  iBleml,  and  with  im- 
panity.  Should  the  doubt  prevail,  then 
H  hoped  some  hon.  Oentleman  would 
introieoi  I  short  bill  <Br  thu  porpoee  of 
curing  the  error. 

Sir  J.  TiffM  oottU  not  give  hit  vote  for 
a  motiOD  Ibr  ibo  committal  of  the  man, 
and  be  truatud  tbe  great  stidilers  for  the 
ftatdom  of  the  subject  would  vote  against 
lb«  motion. 

Mr.  {tCwMit  fett  tbat  ho  should  be 
acting  ft  perAcdy  contistent  part  in  voting 
fcrthe  committal  of  the  person,  although 
«  of  tb*  friesda  of  ftwedom  to 


be  was  ott«4 
wlwni  tbe  boo. 


Bafonot   but   alladed. 


Were  hon.  Gentlemen  going  to  throw  the 
shield  of  protecticHi  over  such  a  man— a 
man  who  had  been  employed  as  sn  agent 
to  spend  3,000/.  1  ["  No  I"]  Well,  he 
spent  that  ■nmofbiSDwnmoney.  ["Nof^ 
Why,  he  stated  at  tbe  Bar  that  that  mm 
had  passed  through  his  hands — had  passed 
by  a  check>book.  That  made  his  ease  the 
stronger — he  wanted  the  check-book,  in 
order  to  see  through  whose  hands  it  went. 
What  conid  ibej  think  of  a  man  who  had 
foigot  receiving  the  Speaker's  warrant? 
Thit  was  not  each  an  every  day  affair.  If 
it  had  been  a  um  priui  case  in  which  he 
gave  such  an  answer,  be  would  have  asked 
him  when  he  fo^ot  it  ?  Surely  bon: 
Members  were  not  anxions  to  shield  bri- 
bery. The  present  was,  perhaps,  the  most 
monstroni  case  which  had  ever  cone  be- 
fore the  Honse.  No  Gentlemen  could  be- 
lieve what  the  man  stated  at  the  bar.  That 
they  were  debating  the  ease  was  a  clear 
and  convincing  proof  of  the  necessity  of 
constituting  another  tribunal  fbr  the  trial 
of  elactiott  petitions.  He  had  been  cen- 
sured, be  had  been  punished  by  the  Honse 
for  speaking  bb  mind  of  the  old  system, 
but  be  bad  his  reward — that  system  was 
found  to  be  so  indefensible  that  it  was 
swept  away.  What  waa  the  case  nowT 
Tha  system  was  worse.  It  was  not  so  bad 
only  because  it  was  worse.  The  question 
was  not  now  on  whieb  aide  waa  the  majo- 
rity, but  who  waa  the  chairman  1  la  bis 
opinbn,  ibey  ought  to  adjourn  the  qnea- 
tion,  in  order  that  a  bill  might  be  brought 
in,  constituting  a  proper  tribunal, — one 
presided  over  by  a  judge  of  the  land ;  let 
him  have  a  salary  tbat  woold  make  him 
independent,  and  then  he  would  not  care 
if  the  jury  were  chosen  out  of  that  House. 
Jmtiee  would  be  done.  He  wished  some 
means  could  be  adopted  to  relieve  persons 
who  were  examinea  on  tfaerr  osibs  before 
eleelion  committees  from  the  reproach  lo 
whieb  they  were  frequently  subjected,  on 
account  of  tbe  suspicion  exprnsed  with 
respect  to  their  evidence.  The  present 
nslem,  be  thought,  most  have  a  ten- 
dency to  promote  immorality  in  the 
country. 

Mr.  S.  WortUy  agreed  in  many  of  the 
senliments  of  the  how,  and  learned  Oen- 
tleman wbo  had  just  addressed  the  Honse; 
but  he  thoagbt,  many  of  tbe  points  mooted 
by  the  boo.  and  learned  Qenilemio  coold 
not  be  discaseed  on  the  present  occasion, 
Tbe  eoesiion  before  the  House  was,  whe- 
ther they  weraJoMified  in  letainiog  in  eu' 
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tody  the  person  who  had  been  called  to 
the  Bar  in  coniequence  of  bis  having  dis- 
obeyed the  precept  of  Air.  Speaker  in  Ihi 
mattei  of  the  Southampton  election.  Hi 
thought  that  House  was  a  most  unsatisfac- 
tory tribunal  for  the  decision  of  nice  points 
of  law.  In  this  case,  the  warrant  issued 
by  Mr.  Speaker  had  been  called  in  qaes- 
tion ;  and  Mr,  Speaker  having  considered 
the  matter,  pronounced  his  decision  upoo 
it.  He  did  not  refer  to  Mr.  Speaker*! 
Tate  individnal  opinion  ;  but  Mr.  Speaker, 
having  doubts  oq  the  subject,  had  con- 
sulted the  legal  advisers  to  whom  he  was 
authorised  to  appeal,  and,  acting  upon 
their  advice,  he  had  officially  pronounced 
hia  decision.  He  thought  that,  in  this 
case,  they  ought  to  assume — as  it  was  not 
in  opposition  to  the  principles  of  British 
law,  that  Mr.  Speaker,  to  whose  gaardian- 
ship  their  privileges  were  confided,  was 
the  proper  organ  for  expressing  the  judg- 
ment ofihe  House;  and  when  Mr.  Speaker, 
after  adopting  measures  for  arriving  at  a 
just  decision,  had  pronounced  his  opinion 
on  the  question,  he  thought  the  House 
was  justified  in  adopting  that  opinion. 

Mr.  C.  BuUer  said,  the  committee  of 
the  House  had  admitted  the  validity  of 
the  warrant  by  committing  the  individual 
to  cnslody  for  his  disobedience;  and  he 
thought,  the  House  ought  to  follow  up  the 
acts'of  the  committee.  The  decision  of 
these  matters  waa  left  entirely  to  the  com- 
mittee. The  bill  which  gave  this  power 
to  the  committee  provided,  that  in  cases 
where  persons  were  guilty  of  prevarication 
or  disobedience  to  the  summons  of  the 
committee,  the  chairman  might,  by  war- 
rant Qnder  his  hand,  directed  to  the  Ser. 
geant-at-Arms,  commit  such  parties  to  the 
custody  of  the  Sergeant-at-Atms,  and  re- 
port thereon  to  the  House,  that  the  House 
inight  approve  such  proceeding,  or  express 
its  censure.  The  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee had,  in  this  case,  consigned  an  in- 
dividual lo  custody  for  disobedience  to 
the  order  of  the  House,  and  had  reported 
thereon.  He  thought,  the  course  for  the 
House. to  puriuewas,  to  receive  the  report, 
and  to  approve  or  censure  the  proceedings 
of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Servant  Jactton  said,  the  com- 
miltee  were  authorised  to  commit  for 
twenty-four  hours,  and  to  report  the  coir 
mitlal  to  the  House,  and  the  Hoase  ezi 
cised  its  discretion  ai  to  the  prolongati 
of  the  imprisonment.  The  warrtnt  in  t 
cue  WM  either  nlid  or  iaftlid.    If 
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was  valid,  tbe  committee  bad  the  power 
to  examine  (he  witness.  If  it  was  iis- 
valid,  in  what  position  was  the  Hoase 
placed  ?  If  (he  imprisonment  of  tbe 
witness  was  continued  till  to-morrow, 
be  would,  in  all  probability,  apply  for 
a  writ  of  habeas  corput.  Why  shonld 
the  witness  be  detain«l  in  custody,  if  he 
had  not  been  guilty  of  contempt  of  ibe 
order  of  the  House?  He  understood  that 
the  witness,  happening  to  be  in  the  con- 
mittee-room,  was  callH  upon  to  gtre  evi- 
dence, and  bad  no  opportunity  of  obtaisi- 
iog  the  document  be  was  leqwred  to 
produce. 

Mr.  Roebuck  said,  that  if  tbe  Hoiwe 
committed  tbe  witneaa  to  Newgale,  or  to 
the  custody  of  the  Sergeant-at-Amw  for 
contempt,  and  the  witness  appealedto  tbe 
Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  that  court  wonU 
not  inquire  into  the  ground  of  contempt. 
If  Mr.  Speaker  were  constituted  tbe  aingk 
judge  on  such  matters  as  this,  it  woald 
afibrd  him  great  satisfaclion  ;  forsix  yean 
ago  he  had  asked  for  the  appoinbneot  of  a 
aingle  judge  iu  cases  of  this  descrtptioo. 
He  did,  however,  object  to  tbe  decision 
being  vested  in  that  House,  for  a  wone 
tribunal  for  the  detmnioation  of  l^il- 
questions  could  not  exist.  He  must  saj 
that  party  considerations  wen  involved  ia 
every  qnestion  broughtbefore  that  Hooie. 
He  regretted  that  the  learned  Solicitor- 
general,  whose  opinion  was  entitled  to 
great  weight,  had  expressed  a  doubt  u 
to  the  l^ality  of  the  warrant.  He  alined 
by  analogy,  that  according  to  the  ordiouf 
course  of  proceedings  at  quarter-ieasioDa 
with  regard  to  rect^iiances,  it  was  unnt- 
cessary  for  the  House  to  renew,  or  in  legal 
phrase  to  respite  its  warrants.  He  wi^ed 
to  know  what  excuae,  either  in  rootality 
or  law,  the  witness  could  urge  for  hia  con- 
duct in  this  case. 

Lord  Stanley  said,  thia  House  was  not, 
probably,  on  any  occaaion  the  best  Itw 
banal  for  deciding  legal  qoealiona.  He 
conld  asaure  the  House,  however,  that  ia 
entering  on  the  consideration  of  tbii  snb- 
ject  he  wished  to  diveat  himself  of  all 
party  views  and  feelings ;  and  his  only 
desire  was,  that  while  the  anthnity  of  tbe 
House  was  duly  maintained  full  and  anb- 
staatial  juatice    should    be  done. 
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■athority.  He  was  the  moTB  diapoied  to 
eoterlaJD  this  opinioa,  because,  though  the 
pKKDt  qaettion  had  taken  the  Home  b; 
■urpriie,  Mt.  ijpeaker  had,  in  a  caie  of 
this  nature,  nbich  had  formeily  anien, 
taken  the  deliberate  advice  or  thoie  offi- 
een  whoie  duty  it  wat  to  render  profei- 
uonal  anwlaoce  to  the  House,  and  their 
opiD\on  had  been  favourable  to  the  effect 
ind  validity  of  the  warrant.  He  thoug;bt, 
thenfore,  that  the  Honseahould  act  upon 
the  pKwmption  that  the  wanaot  wai  a 
valid  and  authoritative  document.  It  was 
not  his  intention  to  enter  into  any  discus- 
sion as  to  the  merits  of  those  tribunals 
which  fasd  been  constituted  by  Parlia- 
ment for  the  determination  of  controverted 
elections.  It  was  enough  that  Parliament 
had  constituted  such  tribunals,  and  had 
invested  them  with  full  authDrity  to  inves- 
tigate proceedings  connected  with  contro- 
verted elections.  In  Ihe  case  now  under 
consideration,  the  committee  had  decided 
that  a  contempt  of  the  House  had  been 
committed.  The  committee  bad  not  yet 
delivered  their  report  to  the  House;  but 
tlwy  bad  reported  that  they  had  consigned 
to  the  custody  of  the  Sergeant- at- Arms 
a  witness  who  had  disobey^  the  orders  of 
(he  House,  and  they  asked  the  House  to 
sanction  their  proceedings.  The  applica- 
tion was  not  for  the  committal,  but  rather 
for  the  remanding  of  the  witness. 
be  entertained  grave  doubts  whether  or 
not  in  this  case  the  witness  had  designed 
to  defeat  the  ends  of  justice.  The  com- 
mtUee  were,  however,  better  qualified  to 
jndge  on  (hat  subject  than  he  could  be; 
and  he  did  not  in  any  d^ree  question  the 
diseretioD  of  the  committee  in  exercising 
their  functions.  If  a  suspicion  existed 
that  (he  witness  intended  to  absent  himself 
from  futnre  examination,  that  would  be  a 
■trong  gronnd  for  retaining  him  in  ens- 
(ody.  He  presumed  that  the  object  of 
th«  committee  was  to  escertain.by  further 


had  been  committed  which  would  justify 
the  adoption  of  more  severe  proceedings 
with  regard  to  the  witness ;  and  he  was, 
tbenfore,  widiont  giving  any  opinion  as 
to  the  point  of  law  involved  in  the  case, 
prepared  to  give  his  vote  for  retaining  the 
witness  in  the  custody  of  the  Serjeaat-at< 
Arms  till  the  matter  was  investigated.  If 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  was  pre- 
pared to  recommend  that  the  witness  be 
ordaiBd  to  attend  the  committee  to-mor- 
row,  and  faciUtate  tb«ii  inquiry,  and  that 


he  be  released  after  thehi,  he  was  prepared 
to  support  the  committee  in  that  recom- 
mendation, and  to  vote  that  he  be  detained 
io  the  custody  of  the  Serjeant-at-Arms 
until  then. 

Hr.  Hodgion  Hinde  said,  that  hon; 
Gentlemen  who  had  opened  the  question 
in  favour  of  the  committal  of  the  witnem 
had  taken  the  ground  that,  in  doing  so, 
ibey  would  be  supportiog  the  views  of 
the  committee.  Now  he  would  tell  them 
that  they  were  doing  no  sucb  thing.  If  tliey 
wiibedtosupportthecommittee,  uieymnst 
go  etill  further.  The  committee  had  not  onl^ 
made  a  report,  hut  had  instructed  their 
chairman  to  move  that  the  party  be  com. 
mitted  to  Newgate.  The  Honse,  having 
repudiated  this  recommend ation  of  the 
committee,  bow  could  they  now  uphold 
the  authority  of  the  committee  by  adopt- 
iag  a  different  course.  The  noble  Lord 
who  had  jast  spoken  had  said,  that  if  be 
should  be  convinced  that  there  was  no 
likelihood  of  the  witness  attempting  to 
abscond,  ha  should  vote  for  his  release. 
He  thought,  however,  that  justice  required 
that  just  (be  reverie  of  such  a  course  should 
be  adopted.  He  thought  that  justice  re- 
quired that  they  should  ascertain  that  (here 
was  a  likelihood  of  (be  witness  being 
likely  to  abscond  before  they  detained 
him — no  member  of  the  committee  had 
stated  that  any  such  occurrence  was 
probable.  So  Ux  as  they  knew,  Hr, 
Habaon  was  a  person  in  a  large  way  of 
business,  and  employed  fifteen  or  sixteen 
individuals.  Now,  i(  was  not  likely  that  a 
person  under  such  circumstances,  in  order 
Io  avoid  a  temporary  inconvenience,  would 
subject  himself  to.  the  injury  and  lou 
which  would  necessarily  attend  the  adop- 
tion of  such  a  course  by  hitn  as  abscond- 
ing. He  had  made  a  motion  for  the  ad- 
journment of  the  debate,  which,  if  it  bad 
been  agreed  to,  would,  be  thought,  have 
answered  the  ends  they  all  had  in  view. 
Among  the  difliculties  which  he  had  to 
encounter  in  the  case  he  should  choose  tba 
least,  and  vote  againat  the  motion. 

The  Soliator-Oenoral  said,  that  the 
simple  question  before  the  House  wss  this, 
whether  or  not  a  warrant,  which,  on  the 
face  of  it,  sUted  that  the  person  to  whom 
it  referred  should  attend  before  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  during  the  Session  in 
which  it  was  issued— whether  or  not  that 
person  was  guilty  of  con(empt  in  neglect- 
ing to  obey  its  instructions  in  the  present 
Semaa.  When  the  wanaot  bad  tmn  flnt 
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md,  it  had  •track  him  tbat  it  «u  not  a 
Itftl  WMTut,  He  m*  thea  not  aware 
ibat  the  mattar  bad  been  pTeriontly 
hntoght  nndar  the  notice  of  the  Speakar, 
and  that  the  same  objection  applied  to 
other  docnmaDta  of  tbe  mnw  kind.  He 
thMgbt  tJuU  it  wta  a  warrant  isaaed  dariop 
tlw  Mt  Seiaion  of  Pailiaoient ;  and  that 
the  paitiei  had,  wrongly,  aa  he  thought, 
iwgWcted  to  TMew  th«  sammona  or  war- 
not  Tor  the  new  SaaaioD,  to  wbioh  it  wu 
now  to  apidy.  Ha  eeuld  not  bring  bit 
Mind  to  ttw  conclmion  that  the  warrant 
WM  a  legal  iulramcDt ;  but,  at  the  MDae 
tima,  ha  BBBt  aay,  that  u  the  natter  bad 
barn  oonaideied  by  eminaat  anthoritiea,  he 
ahould  ba  gailty  of  disraapeM  to  them,  the 
Spealur,  and  the  Hooae,  were  ba  to  atate 
waly  that  the  warrant  waa  an  illegal  one. 
He  oould  not  feel  jaaiificd  in  aaving,  that 
theae  anthoritiea  weia  wroog,  ana  be  wonM 
aow  giro  hia  vote,  not  on  the  gronnd  that 
the  warrant  wot  iUegel,  becaaae  he  did  not 
think  that  ba  ahoaki  be  jnitified  in  voting 
for  the  diacharga  of  the  party  on  that 
gtoond,  bnt  <m  the  ground  that  aoch  dia- 
ehaiga  might  lead  to  delay  in  the  hitbar> 
ing^  the  andi  of  jnatice.  Ha  thoaxht, 
bewaTer,  that  the  -  matlar  was  one  whieh 
•boald  ba  aat  at  real  by  tbe  decinon  of 
eaaud,  B8  letr  aa  luw  deeiiioa  conld 
bate  anoh  afiaet.  With  rafBrance  to  tbe 
coarta  wbirt  the  Hooao  iboald  now 
adopt,  hewonU  obiem,  that  aoiaebon. 
Oentlwaaa  aoened  to  aoppoaa  that  the 
Kooaa  bad  voted  the  party  in  qveition 
goihy  of  oontemptfbut  Uia  facta  were,  that 
the  ooMUWltaa  had  leportad  him  gnilty  of 
diaobaying  tba  Spaakar'a  warranl,  and, 
wider  thit  aecoiatiott,  tiiera  aiiated  what 
hecoold  not  b«t  deaigaaW  u  a  Tery  glar- 
ing anoaaaly— that  while  the  Hooae  re- 
famdtbaooaaidaratioaofdithaaamattara 
to  oomoHtteea  appoinlod  Cw  tbe  puipoat, 
and  left  tbem  to  decide,  and  bad  giren  iban 
dl  tba  powan  tbay  [waiiiaad  with  a  view  to 
Ibis  MM,  that  tbaoe  coamHtees  AoM  ba 
aU^ad  to  coma  to  the  Honee  and  rapwt 
upon  matteta  wUch  caau  before  them, 
wiA  tba  view  ol  galling  the  Honse  to 
enftxca  tboir  opiniona  «t  ordtia.  Now, 
tba  anoaaly  waa  Aii,  how  coald  coaa< 
■aittati  profarly  coaw  and  aak  tbe  Hooaa 
to  ooDMBit  panons  when  that  Boose  had 
M  pfopat  aaana  of  forming  its  jadgmont 
vpootUarcamalaaceBor  iheeaaaf  He 
thoagbt  that  it  waa  fat  better  that  ooa»- 
■itteea  ikoaU  have  aB  tbe  powora  which 
It  waa  Mcaaauy  bt  tb«a  to  poaaaai^  t* 


ordar  to  carry  ont  th^  viawt,  aid  it  waa 
an  anomaly,  that  with  tba  powara  tbe 
oommittaea  poasetaad  in  oaa  raapect,  tba^ 
ahoald  be  obliged  to  appeal  to  tba  I* 
to  pat  in  force  their  ordera.  With  if 
to  tba  ooane  they  ought  to  take,  be  hoped 
that  in  anything  which  ba  bad  eeid,  or 
might  say,  tbe  Hoaae  woald  believe,  thmt 
be  waa  actaated  by  no  party  faalinga,  aad 


•boBld  prooead  Airly  and  juatly.  Now,  it 
be  mig;ht  vantora  to  expraaa  an  apittba  of 
tbe  oonrae  adopted  by  the  oeaamittaa*  k 
ahoald  be,  that  the  raeoanendatioa  far 
waa  premaiora.  It  waa  not  far 
contempt  of  tba  Hoesa  for  wUeh  H  area 
mad»— it  waa  not  for  tbe  pnrpaaa  ef  get- 
ting the  witness  to  answer  qoastiaaa — bet 
it  waa  for  tbe  parpoaa  of  piuiibmg  him  far 
not  obcyigg  the  aamaioBa  of  tba  Speaker 
and  reading  certain  papera.  Bat,  aecoidier 
to  aome  atatemeau  latwy  made,  it  appeared 
that  tbe  object  (rfthe  committal  wu  to  bare 
the  nutter  ftarther  invaatigalad,  lo  ceH 
for  other  pertona,  to  whom  it  wee  aHaged 
that  tbe  witoess  had  given  tbe  papaia  n 
qacstion,Bnd  to  ba*a  tbewboledurge  more 
fully  gooe  into :  and  he  tboaght  tbat  if 
the  perty  was  ncommanded  to  ba  eaae. 
mitud  for  diiobedieoct,  tbe  BUttarsboald 
ba  fortber  invealigated  bafoie  tba  cooa- 
mitlac  eante  to  that  eoaolaalae.  Bat  if 
any  one  of  the  eammitiee  tboaght  that 
joitice  would  be  done  were  tbe  witaeee 
not  kept  io  custody — if  tbe  maad>ar»  of 
tba  committee  thoaght  tbat  then  waa  so 
ptobabSity  of  his  absconding,  be  woald 
saggtst  that,  instead  of  bia  being  eoaa> 

'  Id  to  the  care  of  tba  Sarg 
tbe  Hoaae  ahould  direct  i 
before  the  committee  to-saetrow ;  and  if 
ba  attended  as  often  as  conaMmded,  tbe 
matter  nri^t  be  fhlly  geee  into,  and  in 
tba  mcaatiBM  the  qoestba  rwpectiag  tbe 
legality  of  the  warrant  might  be  settled, 
ain  t^  edopttag  tark  a  conias^  be  b^ 
beftd  that  the  ends  ef  jnalica  wooU  in  aU 
respecu  be  answered. 

Mr.  C,  Wood  reoiBrkad  opoa  tba  tAaege 
which  seemed  to  bava  taltea  pleoa  hi  tie 
minda  of  bon.  Oendamen  opoo  tbe  qaas- 
tiea  of  tbe  witness  btieg  retaiaed  m  tbe 
baada  of  tbe  SergeanMt-AraM  sace  tbe 
Am  divirion  npoo  the  aaUeet,  Ho  bad 
been  all  aloag  adiratod  by  foeHngs  in 
favour  of  supporting  those  tribenalawfalBb 
tbe  Honse  bad  conetitatsd  far  tbe  pnrpesa 
of  tryii^  tbe  merits  of  eleelkw  petitlMi, 
eadhawasnnytoiMdiMieMMqrhaa*    , 
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QmUMMO  kad  CMt  Uamo  dpon  the  uti 
of  iImh  iTibuDkli  J  a«y,  atm  atemban  of 
Umu  eommituaa  kad  soma  (otward  and 
ataled  opinims  advena  to  tba  cottdact  of 
(ka  nwjoTilT  of  tbo  comroittea.  Ha  did 
mot  think  tbat  inch  lina  of  coadnet  waa 
at  all  oalcnlatcd  to  giva  weight  and  ia- 
fluaum  to  the  Iribuoala  io  question.  He 
kad  bean  alao  aorry  to  have  heard  tba 
kon.  and  barned  Geotleman  opposite  ai- 
ptaaa  tbo  opiaioa  he  bad  upon  the  ood- 
dtwt  of  tba  oOBDmittaa  now  moie  iamo- 
dta^y  bafon  tba  Hoiiae— tbe  mot*  par- 
ticulatly  aa  tbat  boo.  and  leaniad  Oentle- 
Biao  bad  only  fwined  hia  opinion  fron  tba 
aiaBinatloa  of  tba  priaonar  at  tbe  Bar  of 
Ute  Uoaaa.  Witk  regard  to  the  legality 
of  tbe  wanaat,  bo  agiaed  with  thoaa  hon. 
OeotlameD  wbe  tbwghi  that  they  nuet 
ynauiiie  the  warmot  to  be  good  and  t&- 
ciant.  The  witneaa  bad  alatad,  aa  regarded 
ih»  paptfa  be  waa  ordered  to  piodi 
that  be  had  tbooghtlaealy  pattod  with 
tben.  Now  be  tkougbt  that  so  inbctaB- 
tkl  iajaalica  would  ba  done  to  Habeon  by 
dataiaiag  biai.  Ha  had  admitted,  that  be 
waa  bound  to  obey  the  aaBiinOBi,  but  be 
bad  parted  nth  the  papers  which  he  ako 
IcMw  tiiat  ba  waa  bottad  to  produoe,  and 
that  too  ooder  eircuinsuooea  which  Uirew 
fteat  aiispicioB  apoo  tbat  part  of  his  eon- 
daet.  Sneb  was  tbe  new  of  tiie  caia 
ti^ao  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Firat 
Lord  of  tba  Ttaaiary,  tbat  tba  cirt 
Btaneaa  oadMr  wkieb  the  papera  bad  bean 
dispqaad  ot  ware  very  aBsaliafaetocy,  and 
tkat  the  wefMcioB  against  bin  was  BO  stroM 
tbM  it  waa  not  right  that  be  shonld  be  left 
at  libttr^  to  wittdraw  UnaeU  from  tbe 
coMBtry  if  ba  dioaa,  and  tbaa  dalaal  the 
eada  of  JMtice.  Ho  tkooght  tkat  they 
wen  bond,  ^  what  be  coosidered  to  ba 
tbo  virtaal.  if  mH  tbe  fiwatal  daeision  of 
tbe    Hoaae,    and  rataio  tba  witoai 


Hi.  Gotkam  remiDdad  tbe  Hoaaa,  tbat 
if  Iko  amnent  of  tba  koiu  and  leamad 
Maarterfiw  Uakeard  keU  good,  it  woald 
bo  iw  tho  power  ol »  aia^  Hanbar,  with- 
oat  Eoing  tolotka  eMiaa  qnestioii,  to  send 
«  Mbw^reatoi*  to  Nati^ta,  becaosa  tke 
najwity  of  one  wonid  kara  tkat  e0ect, 
B«t  ka  aaat  also  lanand  hw.  Menben 
tkal  tbe  aoaaoilttae  kad  not  aant  tkis  man 
iBto  caalody  for  rehtsing  to  answer  qns> 
tiawa  pot  lo  bia^  bat  for  tfaa  >o»-proaae- 
ties  M  two  claaaaa  of  papera  wkich  wen 
of  faki*  ia  Ik*  caaao  oc  they  were  not. 
Om  wbm  hti  baaa  shnm  la  be  a  Kt  •( 


ooantarfoiU  to  checks— wkich  eonntecfiHla 
the  man  had  distinctly  stated -coHtaioad 
BOthiag  oHUa  than  the  data  aad  tba 
amottot,  bat  stated  nothiog  aa  to  tbe  nana 
of  tbe  drawer.  He  mentionad  thoae  facta, 
becaosa  the  boa.  and  learned  Hembai  tot 
Cork  (Mr.  O'CoddsII)  seeaied  to  have  got 
so  erroaeoua  impreesioti  u  to  thoae  facta. 
Tbaae  coantarfbas  contained  DOtbiDgaoia 
as  to  the  paRicalan  of  tbo  obooka— «ka 
checks  tbeoMelvea  ware  of  coaraa  at  tba 
baakars,  aitd  tberelaia  tbaaa  coualerfoila* 
eien  if  prodnead,  would  be  of  no  valaa. 
And  what  were  tba  other  papara?  Wky 
they  ware  not  of  the  least  valoa.  Tbey 
wne  limply  ^rea  tradeetaaa's  bills, 
atnooating  to  aomclhiDg  batweaa  lU.  and 
16/.,  and  these  of  no  material  conseqaeDOO 
to  the  iaquiry  at  iJl  t  tba  ooaneel  oeoM, 
on  proof  they  were  lost,  have  given  secon- 
dary avidaaca  as  to  their  ooaienta.  Ikia 
was  the  third  party  who  had  been  COM- 
mitted  before  the  Houw— first  there  bad 
been  tbe  wiiaess  Wren,  then  aa  hen. 
Member  of  the  Hoese,  and  aow  tbo  prw 
seat  iadiridael ;  and  be  abould  Tola 
ag^st  his  eamnittal,  becaase  ha  thoagbt 
the  applioatioo  bad  beea  made  by  Ika 
caansel  for  the  petitiooera,  for  tke  porpoea 
of  aeting  upon  tbe  satrea  of  the  witnensa 
yet  to  be  exaained. 

Mr.  Hvtt  would  not  reply  to  tbe  last 
observation  of  tbe  boo.  Oenthmaa,  which 
ha  waa  sure  would  be  soGkieotly  answered 
by  Ike  goad  foeliogs  of  tba  Hoasfc  Al- 
tbeogh  ba  believed  tkat  it  woold  be  more 
deconaa  In  bin  to  abotaia,  yat  ka  was 
QimpeUad  to  take  a  part  in  die  debate  by 
two  qrcBSMtaaaci  which  bad  taken  place* 
Tba  Hoase  would  observe  tbat  the  chair- 
■aan  of  the  committee  bad  lift  the  Hooae 
uadar,  as  be  believed,  tbe  fall  coaviclioa 
that  the  discaiiiaa  upon  tba  sirii)aet  waa 
at  an  end.  Ha  said  what  was  hia  own  is- 
pressiOB,  and  doobtkse  boo.  Oeatleowa 
who  cried  '^ao"  were  batter  iatetae^ 
He  cooU  not  bat  advert  to  tba  obearta- 
tioaa  of  the  boa.  aad  teaiaad  Oeatleaua 
(^ifnaiw  (tba  Attoraay-Gooaral).  Ha 
coaki  aaaaie  tha  Hooaa  thai  ba  waa  by  BO 
iUelolboces 


baaa  proauaaead  apon  tbe  conmiMea  of 
which  ha  was  a  member]  bat  ha  cooU 
oaly  say  Aat  accocdiog  to  Ue  lioeata 
convietioa  be  had  deae  Ma  daty  is  fal- 
lowing the  course  which  be  had  adopted^ 
and  he  trootcd  dwt  tha  Hoase  waald  gtre 
bim  credit  iar  sack  baiag  tba  eaat.  Ha 
badfowd  kiMaUphMsd  iaa  BoHdifi. 
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cult  position.  It  had  been  detenniaed  by 
the  House  that  he  ihould  exerciie  judicial 
fuQctioDi  of  a  very  high  nature,  although 
he  professed  to  have  no  knowledge  of  the 
law.  But  he  would  state  to  the  House 
the  motives  by  which  he  had  heen  actaated, 
and  the  reasoas  why  he  could  not  agree 
with  the  hOD.  and  learned  Gentleman  op- 
posite in  the  suggestion  which  he  had 
throvB  out.  He  was  convinced  fiom  what 
bad  taken  place  in  the  course  of  the  in- 
quiry, and  from  what  be  had  heard  in 
tost  House,  that  the  witness  who  had 
been  brought  to  the  Bar  of  the  House  bad 
disobeyed  the  summons  of  the  Speaker; 
he  was  convinced  that  he  (the  witness) 
bad  been  concerned  in  attempting  to  de- 
feat the  ends  of  justice,  and  under  these 
cirenmsiances,  it  was  imperaiire  upon 
him  not  to  agree  to  the  suggestion  that  he 
should  be  allowed  to  go  at  large  without 
first  being  visited  with  some  degree  of 
punishment.  He  did  not  support  the 
motion  because  he  believed  that  it  was 
necessary  to  retain  the  witness  in  custody 
for  the  purpose  of  future  examination,  but 
because  he  believed  that  he  had  been 
guilty  of  a  dereliction  of  duty  in  attempt- 
ing to  defeat  the  ends  of  justice.  He 
was  under  the  imputation  of  having  acted 
in  the  most  anspicious  manner.  The  cen- 
■nrei  which  (he  bon.  and  learned  Gentle- 


man opposite  had  passed  upon  the  c 
duct  of  the  committee  would  opei 
injuriously  upon  the  operations  of  such 
tribunals,  and  he  trusted  that  the  consi- 
d«atioo  that  such  would  he  the  efiect  of 
his  observations  would  induce  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  to  recal  some 
portion  of  his  speech  upon  (he  subject — a 
speech,  however,  in  which  he  was  glad  to 
have  heard  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man explain  away,  in  some  degree,  tboae 
views  wbich  he  bad,  during  the  earlier 
part  of  the  evening,  expressed  with  refer- 
ence to  the  l^aliry  of  the  warnmt. 

The  SoliciioT'daural  explained.  He 
•aid  that  the  disadvant^e  of  discussing  a 
sutgact  of  this  nature  was,  that  one  could 
•carcely  approach  its  consideration  with- 
out expressing  an  opinion  npon  its  merits. 
He  begged  to  say,  however,  that  he  had 
never  ,bKl  the  least  idea  of  imputing  to 
the  committee  that  tbey  bad  acted  from 
any  other  but  the  purest  and  most  proper 
motives. 

Viscount  Howick  thought  that  it  was 
■caicelj  to  be  considered  discreet  to  ex- 
I^Mi  an  opinion  upon  a  nibjcct  of  tbii 


re  upon  t 
mittee.     He  had  undeTstood  the  boa.  and 
learned  Member  to  aay,  that  be  tfaoagfat 
that  the  committee  had  acted  "  precipe 
lately."    [The  Solidtor-General :  "Pie- 
maturely. ^1  Even  taking  it  ao,  he  thought 
that  in  a  case  of  this  kind  aacb  aa  opinion, 
coming  from  the  hon.  and  learned  Heai- 
ber,  involved  a  censure  on   the  commitue 
— a  censure,  which  he  took  the  liberty  of 
saying,  it  was  not,  in  bis  opinion  ^aiie 
proper,  fbr  the  hon.  and  Uamed  Meoriw 
to  prononnce,  except  on  the  very  strongest 
grounds — grounds  which,   fae  must  add, 
did  not  belong   to  this  case.      In  string 
his  own  views  upon  thequestioa,  he  should 
take  it,  as  he  thought  he  ought  to  take  it, 
as  if  he  knew  nothing  of  whnt  had  passed 
in   the  committee   room    wbich   was   aot 
stated  in  the  report :  and  doing   so,  ha 
thought  that  it  appeared  that  the  cod- 
mitlee  had  acted   with  perfect  propriety 
end  judgment.     What  wu  the  accusslioii 
against  this  person  ?    It  was  said  that  at 
the  last  election  for  Southampton  bribery 
was  committed,  and,  as  a  means  of  ascer- 
taining the  ttuUi  of  the  cha^,  the  war- 
rant of  the  Speaker  was  eerved   on  the 
witness  to  appear  and  produce  all  papers 
in   bis    custody.      It   was   notoiions    to 
all  who  had  attended  these  tribunals,  that 
it  was  of  the  greatest  importance  that 
tliese  warrants,  should  be  served  as  speedi- 
ly as  possible  aAer  the  termination  of  the 
election,  so  that  the  persons  served  sfaoold 
not  have  an  opportunity  of  making  away 
with   any   papers  or  documents   in  ibor 
possession.     It  was  very  much  the  prac- 
tice of  hon.  Oentlemen  opposite  to  aoecf 
at  a  reformed  Parliament,  and  to  say  that 
more  briber;  existed  under  the  new  aystMi 
than  had  formerly  existed ;  but  be  tlnoKht 
that  those  who  used  language  of  this  de- 
scription would  do  more  to  put  an  end  to 
this  practice  if  they  would  co-operate  wi(^' 
those  on  that  side  of  the  House  to  bring 
cases  of  bribery  to  light  when  tbey  reslly 
existed.     Of  all  the  proceedings  most  ne- 
cessary on  these  occasions,  it  was  easeotisl 
to  take  care  that  those  docnmenla  in  tbt 
hands   of   persons   engaged  at  eleetiODS, 
immediately  at  the  cloae  of  the  elMio"*! 
should  not  be  destroyed  or  made  swiy 
with.    The  warrant  having  been  served  ia 
this  case,  all  the  witness  could  say  *■*' 
"  Ob  I  I  forgot  that  the  warrant  reqnirtd 
me  to  produce  the  papers."    He  aslw 
whether  that  was  a  statement  to  wbich 
tbey  conld  give  any  great  cndit,  cooiof 
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M  it  did  from  tn  old  election eenr  T  Was 
it  likely  he  ahoald  have  forgotten  the  icn- 
ponance  attached  to  document!  of  ibii 
tort?  He  confeiied  that,  for  his  own  part, 
he  conld  not  believe  it.  And  if  it  did 
turn  oat  that  he  could  not  now  produce 
thete  docnmanla,  the  witneai  had  been 
guilty  of  a  |;real  offence ;  for  be  had  al- 
lowed ibepapera  to  go  ont  of  hit  own 
hands,  ao  that  they  could  no  longer  have 
kny  aMuraace  that  they  were  still  in  the 
sane  state  a*  when  they  had  been  given 
up  by  him.  Seeing,  therefore,  that  the 
witness  had  acted  contrary  to  the  war- 
rant in'  allowing  these  papera  to  go  out 
of  hia  hands,  even  though  they  might  be 
certain  that  they  would  now  he  produced, 
be  thought  that  they  should  not  depart 
firom  the  course  which  was  right,  if,  in  the 
mean  time,  they  committed  him  to  the 
custody  of  the  Sergeant.  The  <]uesiton  of 
the  validity  of  the  warrant  was  one  which, 
in  bis  opinion,  they  could  not  entertain. 
If  the  witness  himself  had  raised  it,  the 
question  might  have  been  discussed ;  hut 
as  the  wibieu  bad  oot  raised  it,  he  thooght 
that  it  was  hardly  fit  that  it  should  be 
raised  in  hia  favour  by  others.  But  even 
if  be  bad  not  been  served  with  the  war- 
rant, if  be  bad  wilfully  concealed  any  in- 
formation necessary  to  be  bron^t  before 
the  committee,  or  if  he  had  wdfally  dis- 
obeyed the  authority  of  the  Speaker,  it 
wu  quite  u  macb  a  contempt  as  if  it  were 
a  legal  warrant.  A  contempt  of  the  House 
consisted  in  wilfully  withholding  informa- 
tioa  from  the  Hoose,  or  in  obstructing  the 
Hoass  in  its  inquiries ;  and  believing  that 
the  witness  bad  been  guilty  of  such  a  coo- 
tenpt,  be  should  not  consent  to  allow  him 
to  M  relieved  from  custody,  bnt  he  should 
support  the  motion. 

Hr.  Borthmck  said,  there  had  been 
quite  a  flood  of  learning  and  argument 
poured  out  upon  the  Hoose  with  reference 
to  the  present  qoestion,  and,  therefore,  he 
should  not  take  up  much  of  its  time.  The 
noble  l^rd  (Lord  Hcwick)  said,  he  entirely 
approved  of  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
miltee,  which  bad  acted,  in  his  opinion, 
with  iudgment  and  propriety,  and  he  con- 
fessed that,  if  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  had  been  acted  upon,  aye  or 
DO,  he  would  have  said  aye.  If  be  were 
not  mistaken,  however,  the  noble  Lord 
and  the  rest  of  the  Honse  had  departed 
fhim  the  original  recommendation  of  the 
committee  and  had  taken  another  course ; 
the  question  then  molved  itielf  into  one 


of  degree — namely,  whether  tlr^  would 
depart  from  the  (notion  then  &««,>  the 
House  and  go  one  step  further.  '  The 
question  was,  did  the  witness  at  the  Bar 
act  with  bon/ljidet  or  not  ?  It  seemed  to 
him  that  the  account  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  at  the  head  of  her  Majesty's 
Government  gave  wat  not  satisfactory. 
He  had  believed,  and  he  thought  it  was 
understood  generally  by  the  House,  that 
the  question  waa  decided  by  the  last  divi> 
sion,  and  ha  should  not  have  stopped  to 
vole  on  this  occasion,  if  he  bad  not  re- 
mained for  another  purpose.  He  was, 
however,  sure,  that  the  result  of  this  deci- 
sion would  be  to  transfer  decisions  of  this 
sort  from  tribunals  where  they  were  now 
decided  to  more  proper  tribunals,  and 
such  as  would  be  more  satisbctory  to  the 
country. 

Hr.  Muntx  said,  that  in  giving  his  vote 
in  favour  of  this  motion,  he  should  not 
take  into  considerstion  the  question 
whether  the  warrant  was  illegal  or  not, 
believing  that  it  was  sufficient  that  the 
witness  had  disobeyed  that  warrant,  The 
witness  had  put  himself  in  this  position : 
after  the  warrant  bad  been  received  by 
him,  he  kept  these  papera  three  months  in 
his  possession,  and  after  that  he  sent 
them  to  Captain  Ward,  who  fbrgot  having 
received  them,  and  now  the  wptneu  had 
forgotten  all  about  their  contents.  He 
could  not  believe,  however,  that  a  matter 
which  involved  3,000Z.  in  amount  conld 
so  easily  have  slipped  from  his  memory. 
Hon.  Gentlemen  in  that  House  might  be 
more  credulous  than  he  wsf,  but  he  did 
cot  think  that  they  would  believe  this. 
He  did  not  believe  that  the  truth  waa 
always  so  strictly  adhered  to  in  these  in- 
quiries as  it  should  be ;   and  he  had  no 

ibt  that  there  was  a  great  deal  more 
behind  the  curtain  than  before  it.  Be- 
lieving that  the  witness  had  done  all  he 
could  do  to  frustrate  the  ends  of  justice, 
be  shoald  give  bis  vote  in  favour  of  bia 
detention  in  custody. 

Mr.  FUtwing  might  be  supposed  to  have 
something  like  a  biassed  feeling  upon  this 
question,  but  he  thought  that  he  should  be 
guilty  of  great  injustice  towards  Mr.  Mab- 
son,  if  he  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
expressing  the  greatest  respect  for  him. 
He  bed  had  dealings  with  him,  and  be  bad 
always  found  him  to  be  an  honest  and 
conscieotions  man ;  and,  at  all  events,  he 
might  say  that  he  l>elieved  that  there  waa 

in  SoDtbamptoo  who  wu  . . 
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more  higblv  reapectad  bj  ill  paitie*.  Ha 
did  not  bcliove  that  he  had  been  actuated 
in  this  oaea  by  any  improper  motivee  in 
Mndisg  theM  paper*  from  his  own  poe- 
■Biaion,  and  ao  high  wae  his  opinion  of 
him,  that  if  he  could  be  permitted  to  gi*e 
any  guarantee  for  him,  be  wai  quite  ready 
to  nold  himaelf  responsible  for  bim. 

Tba  Houae  diTided,  on  the  qneitioB 
that  William  Roote  Mabaoo  ba  Gom- 
milted,  &e.— Ajei  117 ;  Noea  32  :— Ma- 
jority as. 
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Wallace  nid,  that  in  tMag  to  Jntndnce 
the  Bnl^ofwhichlwliad  gtrvB  witie^ 
be  ma  desiRma  of  impreadiuf  wpim  the 
Home,  and  the  right  boo.  Banoet.  As 
Member  fbr  Tunwor^,  that  be  411  •• 
with  an  eanwet  dealn  of  Impvortaf  Ike 
admtnietratieii  of  Jnetiee  in  Sootlaad.  H« 
wee  well  aware  bow  aawilUaw  the  HaMaa 
waa  to  bear  to  dry  a  nbtel  aa  tUe, 
aadbaihould,  tberefen,  fed  It  hb  d>^ 


to  prooecd  as  qaiekl  j  a*  be  pom^  ool^ 
aoo  ralber  to  r^ain  from  axpreHHaw  dha 

£11008  which  be  bimaetf  eahiitiiimJ, 
t  he  might  bring  hdve  the  Hewa 
the  o|HnioBa  on  tba  mbjeol  eiiMiaaBj  ' 
by  otheia.  The  bill  ba  propooad  to  bt^ 
in  wae  ahaidutely  neceanry,  if  tba  eoorla 
to  whidi  be  alluded  waia  lo  ba  impraeed 
at  all  t  beeanw  it  wae  qvite  evidaM. 
from  the  report  ef  iha  Sekot  CoaamiMM 
wbidi  be  bald  ia  hia  Iwnd,  that  the  {■• 
prorement  of  the  Scotch  Ooorta  ooiild  aat 
ba  efiected  witboat  tbe  laterlMWoa  ^ 
Fidiammit.  He  bad  brad,  ia  tbe  «Mma 
of  tba  eridoDoa  takaD  befcr*  tbe  caa. 
mittea.  that  ao  meant*  ceold  be  Ac 
tual  without  )egiilati*e  iBterienaaa.  Ab- 
otber  object  he  bad  ia  view.  wbM  be 
Bwred  for  tbe  anmittee  fteaa  wbU  tba 
report  to  which  he  bad  refomd  cmaMle^ 
WH  to  tea  wbcthn  or  no  at  tbak  mobmI 
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tin  nnmbsr  of  judgM  could  not  be  rednoed; 
ud  he  must  ny,  circumstance!  hsd  since 
led  him  to  believe,  there  would  bare  been 
DO  oocanon  to  fill  up  tbe  vacaacj  wbicb 
had  since  taken  place.  His  beat  course 
would,  prabaps  be  to  read  from  the  re- 
port tiiose  puts  vhicb  bore  most  conclu- 
aivelf  uptm  the  poinm  vhicli  he  wished  to 
present  to  the  House.  He  believed  that 
raport  was  dnwo  up  either  by  his  learned 
Fnend  the  late  Lord  Advocate  for  Scotland, 
or  by  ^e  chairman  of  the  committee ;  for 
though  he  moved  for  that  committee,  and 
obtained  it  too,  he  was  not  permitted  to 
be  the  diairman.  That  great  questioD  was 
too  importaot,  as  they  called  it,  for  any 
Hembw  not  ooonectad  with  the  Govern- 
ment to  preside;  Gonsequentl^,  the  lata 
Under  Secretary  was  chosen  diairman.  In 
the  course  of  reading  the  evidence,  he 
wished  to  say  decidedly  to  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  and  the  present  Government,  that 
he  felt  strongly  the  necessity  to  read  that 
evidence.  Tbere  wer«  certain  views  en- 
tertained by  the  late  Lorded  vocate,  and 
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mean,  in  making  that  stateoMiit,  to  im- 
pute any  partiwlar  Uame  tn  those  gm- 
tleroen ;  he  believed,  that  no  clan  wen 
partial  where  their  own  interests  wen 
concerned.  It  was  so  wiUi  the  Elait-India 
monopoly,  and  all  other  monopolies.  He 
had  no  he^tatioa  in  saving,  that  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Scotland  was  now  the 
worst  constituted  court  in  tba  world.  The 
English  Court  of  Chaooery  formwly  do. 
served  that  deeignation ;  but  siDce  the  n 


lo  a  very  small  improvement,— vis.,  that 
the  judges  should  be  required  to  listen 
iDore  Droently  to  the  argutnents  of  counsel. 
It  hact  been  very  well  observed  in  that 
House,  tbkt  it  was  a  hard  caset  that  the 
jodna  of  k  court  of  suoh  high  respect- 
abll%  as  the  Court  of  Seiaioo,  shotild  be 
aociusd  of  not  glrtog  that  due  and  hir 
attMitloa  to  the  trgoments  of  connsel 
which  tbey  desarved.  He  had  fnind,  that 
nally  the  Judges  were  more  or  less  liable 
to  that  censote,  and  that  they  had  tince 


[  oounan  than  they  had 
hitherto  done.  Hiou^  It  had  been  aHeged 
bw  the  hoo.  Member  tor  Stamford,  that  he 
(Ifr.  Wallace)  had  never  done  any  good  in 
bringing  these  questions  before  the  Hoose, 
be  was  sore  uat  his  bon.  Friend,  the 
late  Lord-Advocate,  who  was  a  competent 
practical  lodge  of  such  matters,  would  oon- 
cor  with  him  that  a  great  ded  of  good  bad 
already  lesolted.  Now,  with  regard  to  the 
nport,  b«tIiiM|ht  the  beat  course  he  could 
narsue  would  be  to  read  at  once  to  the 
House  the  noit  important  potats  which  it 
Goataifled.  He  should  first  say,  however, 
tiiat  be  looked  upon  the  report  ss  being 
ooBrideraUy  ooe-dded,  inasmuch  as  the 
Oentlemen  eompewng  the  committee  were 
Attest  all  Members  of  the  legal  profes- 
rion;  and  he  l»d  not  found  them  verr 
anxtotts  to  improve  those  coorts  In  wkich 
timy  theiBwlrei  praetlMd.    He  did  mt 


forms  in  that  court,  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Scotluid  stood  pre-eminently  forward 
as  the  most  expensive,  Hie  most  dilatory, 
and,  he  might  add,  the  least  satisfiactQry, 
in  which  the  law  waa  promulgated  in  any 
country  in  the  world.  Thooa  were  strong 
expresaiona,  but  he  und  them  adviaedly. 
He  belier^,  that  he  would  hereafter  be 
able  to  prove  his  asaertioai;  if,  as  he 
hoped,  be  should  at  some  future  time  be 
allowed  the  means  of  Instituting  an  in- 
quiry into  the  subject.  He  would  raid  to 
the  House  a  passage  from  the  report  to 
hich  he  had  alluded,  which  would  coo- 
finn,  to  a  certain  extent,  at  Irast,  thi 
opinions  he  had  expressed.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman  then  read  the  following  passage 
(Vom  the  report  of  the  select  committee 
on  Supreme  Courts  in  Scotland,  dated  May 
28,  1640:— 

"  It  would  appear,  that  complaints  exist 
as  to  certain  parts  of  the  [woesdnf*  befon 
the  Lords  Ordinary  in  prsparing  the  record. 
Iliii  matter  was  HODgbl  before  yenr  eemmlt- 
tee  in  to  br  ooW  ai  it  aAoted  Uia  lime  and 
labour  bestowed  by  the  jodges ;  and  while 
yonr  committee  tee  no  reason  to  wilhdrsw  the 
prepaiaiioa  of  lbs  ease  fnn  the  aoparintsnd- 
eoce  of  the  Judge,  they  have  bo  donbt,  that 
preserving  that  taperintendenae  for  all  nseftal 
parposes,  the  system  might  in  many  retpeets 
he  Improved,  to  as  not  only  to  save  a  great 
deal  of  judicial  dme,  but  what  it  mnch  moi* 
Important  for  the  suhor,  prevent  delay  and 
eipeOM  in  the  progress  of  the  cauie.  It  dees 
not  belong  to  your  eommiitae  to  suggeit  any 
partiealar  maasures  at  proper  to  be  adopted 
mth  this  view,  the  impievement  genamtly  of 
the  form  of  procen  not  being  before  Iham. 
Bat  they  ^ink  it  proper  to  rcmarh,  that  many 
of  the  evils  complained  of,  and  for  wbteh  a 
remedy  it  most  required,  bave  ariten  frem  thlt, 
that  the  form  of  pracets  inlrodoced  br  the  fls> 
tnte  of  1825  was  not  eqnally  well  adapted  to 
all  forms  of  loit  or  inbjects  of  litigation,  on 
the  one  hand ;  sad  that  the  court,  oil  the  other, 
wai  to  tied  down  by  the  etpreu  tttmi  of  tba 
statute,  is  lo  prtvent  them  from  Intredndeg, 
by  acts  of  Sederunt,  or  nilet  of  omirt,  inch  mtw 
diflcationi  St  wenh)  be  not  only  advantageoos, 
boi  necewarj,  in  leveral  inponant  dsasei  of 
cases.  Itwill be  seen byaretam laid  bahrelHi^ 
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busineu,  it  ought  to  b«  obtained  br  cnrtuling 
the  Taoatioas,  whether  as  regardi  tne  Oater  or 


Inment,  that  the  time  daily  occupied  b;  either 
diriHOD  of  the  Court  does  not  extend,  on  an 
average,  much  beyond  two  hours  ^day,  and  of 
that  time  aome  pait  is  always  occupira  in  di: 
poiing  of  orders  and  motions  of  no  gjeat  in 
portance.  Some  of  the  witnesses  have  stated, 
that  on  the  average,  this  part  of  the  huiineis 
occupiei  at  least  one-ihird  of  (he  lime  during 
which  (he  Courtsils,  reducing  to  less  than  one 
hour  and  a  half,  if  their  statement  be  correct, 
the  daily  sittings  of  the  Courts.  These  ara 
circumstances  which  strongly  mark  the  present 
existence  of  former  complaint;  but,  without 
goiog  through  the  evidence  in  detail,  your 
Committee  are  compelled  to  state  that,  in 
their  opinion,  the  system  introduced  in  182S 
has  not  been  folly  carried  out  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Inner  House,  and  that  dissatisbc- 
tion  justly  prevails  as  (o  (he  administration  of 
this  part  of  the  judicial  system.  It  is  very 
much  in  coosequeoce  of  this,  and  of  (he  si(- 
tinn  of  (he  Courtin  public  not  being  extended 
uader  a  system,  intended  to  substitute,  as  far 
as  possible,  oral  for  written  argument,  that  an 
□pinion  has  ariieo  in  many  quarters,  and  ap- 

Sareotly  with  reason,  that  the  number  of 
ndgei  in  the  Court  of  Session  is  too  great 
for  the  business  it  has  (o  discharge,  and  that 
by  abridging  the  Tacations  of  the  Court,  and 
prolonging  the  periods  of  its  daily  sii' 
the  whole  business  might  be  done  by 
duced  number  of  Judges.  Dissatisfaction 
bat  been  the  consequence,  and  it  may  be  that 
ihii  ha*  been  among  the  catues  which  have  re. 
MDlly  occasioned  the  diminution  of  the  bosi' 
BBSS  of  the  Court  of  Session.  It  appears,  too, 
it  has  produced,  indirectly,  very  considerable 
results,  by  influencing,  in  some  degree,  the 
form  of  making  up  the  Records,  and  intro- 
dncing  a  form  dinrent  from  that  intended. 
An  opnion  has  been  expressed,  that  iiearing 
ofoaniet  baa  become  more  full  aod  salisfac- 
lory  than  formerly;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  small  amount  of  time  given  in  public  to 
the  performance  of  judicial  duly  appears  by 
Parliamentary  returns,  and  the  evidence,  not 
to  have  been  augmented.  Your  Committee 
are,  therefore,  not  justified  in  concluding  that 
the  diisatislaction  which  has  so  long  prevailed 
has  materially  dimioished.  Various  proposi- 
tions were  made  by  witnesses  as  to  relieving 
the  Courts  from  motions  of  course,  and  from 
difBeidlies  connected  with  (he  attendance  of 
the  bar  in  different  Courts.  It  is  clear,  that 
notions  of  form  occupy  small  portions  of  time 
in  the  Inner  House,  though  no  doubt  a  consi- 
derable portion  of  the  time  duriug  which  either 
division  actually  sits  at  present.  Much  the 
more  important  snggestious  relate  to  the  ex« 
tended  sittingi  of  the  Court— to  tbe  necessity 
of  their  sitting  during  a  much  longer  time— 
every  day — to  their  sitting  on  Monday,  and  to 
■heir  availing  themselves,  if  necessary,  of  the 
power  to  proloi^ihe  Session.  If  it  should  ap- 
pear, that  a  greater  portion  of  lime  d)an  can 
be  given  during  the  present  terms  is  required 
for  fuller  diteuiiion,  and  a  proper  ditniicli  of  I 


Houses.  The  Court  of  Justidaij  fre- 
quently sits  on  Monday;  but  they  do  not  aee 
that  that  circumstance  necessarily  inlcrf«res 
with  arrangemeuts  by  which  that  day  ni|^t  be 
gained  for  one  or  both  divisious  of  the  Court. 
A  great  deal  might  be  accomplished  by  tbc 
divisions  sitting  on  alternate  days,  or  at  all 
events  by  using  the  Wednesday  occupied  ia 
(he  business  of  the  Teind  Court,  which,  thougb 
important,  is  not  extensive.  If  il  were  neces- 
sary, it  might  be  proper  to  enable  Uie  Coon 
of  Justiciary  to  sit  at  Edinburgh,  wi&  two 
Judges,  or  with  a  single  Judge,  as  on  Circnit. 
WiOiout  aUeiing  the  days  on  which  tbe  Cowt 
met,  a  great  deal  of  time  might  be  saved,  and 
usefully  employed,  by  holding  the  meelinga  of 
the  Judges  upon  those  occasions,  when  tha 
whole  Court  is  called  upon  to  advise  regolari^, 
exclusively  upon  Mondays,  orihtWedneadays 
appropriated  to  the  sittings  of  the  Teind  Comt. 
These,  however,  are  matters  of  detail,  upon 
which  your  Committee  Uiougbt  it  nnneceaaaiy 
'  enter  at  length,  being  satisfied  that  evMt 
ithout  Legislative  interference,  and  under 
the  existing  powers  of  the  Coon,  tbeie  can  b« 
litde  difficulty  to  adopt  such  Rrrangeneaia  m 
would  give  great  additional  time.  Arrange- 
meuts, however,  may  be  necessary  beyMd 
the  power  of  the  Court,  in  which  case  re- 
course must  be  had  (o  the  intetreotion  of 
Parliament." 

Nov,  it  appearad  that  the  Court  tat  o«lr 
two  hours  a  day,  and  that  tot  a  liailM 
number  d  days.  He  would  put  it  t* 
English  aod  Inah  GentlraMB  how  uimti»' 
factory  muat  be  tbe  procee^n^  ot  aoeh  a 
court?  He  should  observe,  in  additioB, 
that  witnesses  were  not  examined  before 
the  court.  In  criminal  matteiv  alooe, 
witnesses  were  heard ;  while  in  civil  issii, 
every  thing  was  done  through  long  niintad 
documents,  tbe  rules  of  Court  haviag 
subverted  the  good  ancient  practice,  apiost 
the  law,  of  examining  witnessei  in  ^isf 
and  in  cross  io  open  court  befiae  the 
judge.  Such  was  their  Judge-made  law, 
and  he  could  conceive  nothing  so  mudi 
opposed  to  the  spirit  of  a  &ee  people. 
He  should  inform  the  House,  that  the 
labours  of  the  Scottish  Judges  at  Asa 
wera  of  the  most  trifling  ' 
The  proceedings  at  Asdves  in  Seol- 
land  were  reduced  to  a  mere  farce;  Tbey 
had  In  that  country  most  exceUeat  local 
tribunals,  which  tried  all  bat  the  grarat 
~'^~~  Thosa  tribunals  wen  presided 
.  judges  called  sberiSa,  wLo  wen 
men  well  acquainted  with  tbe  law.  Tbe 
labours  before  tbe  Judges  of  AsaiM  wefs 
thus  rendered  so  light,  tbet  tbe  provin- 
cial   p* —    — -e  in    the  habit   of  de- 
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scribing  their  going  on  circnit  u  mere 
trips  of  pleasure,  during  which  they 
paid  conTenieDt  riuts  to  their  frienda  ic 
the  different  towns.  He  would  next  ad. 
vert  to  the  iaformalion  he  had  received 
from  three  gentlemen  of  the  highest  know- 
ledge and  reepectabilitf ,  whose  names  he 
would  not  then  mention,  but  which  he 
would  readily  communicate  to  any  hon. 
Gentleman  in  private.  The  first  letter  he 
would  read,  contained  a  description  of  the 
state  of  the  Court  at  the  present  period. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  read  the  letter,  which 
was  addresud  to  himself,  as  follows : — 
"  EdMtirgh,  ifanh  30, 1M2. 

"  The  Court  was  divided  into  two  Chambers 
in  1S08.  At  that  time,  the  nuinber  of  causcj 
brought  iolo  Coart  in  ■  year  was  about  3,S00. 
(See  FarlianieotaTy  Return,  No.  941,  1834.) 
The  namber  now  (IB^^)  brought  iuto  Court 
in  ■  year,  ii  only  1,500.  (See  Returns.)  This 
(hows  a  falliog-oS'  of  two-fifths.  But  this 
does  not  show  (be  whole  decrease  in  real 
hutioesj,  for  iu  addition  there  ii  to  be  noticed 
the  inereau  in  decieei  of  absence,  which  oc- 
cupy almost  no  tine.  In  these  cm«,  there 
is  only  one  enrolmenl,  and  at  the  first  calling, 
the  wool e  matter  is  disposed  of  iit  a  quarter  of 
a  minute.  It  is  only  the  decrees  in  Jon,  that 
can  give  an  idea  of  the  Teal  busineu.  Now, 
the  decreet  m  Jdiv  in  1B08,  when  the  two 
Chambers  were  initilnled,  were  in  number 
about  1,500.  At  present,  the;  are  only  about 
600.  So,  that  while  the  total  busineu  has 
been  steadily  decreasing,  the  real  buiinesi  has 
been  stitt  more  decreasing,  by  the  increase  in 
decrees  in  absence.  It  is.  therefore,  no  exag- 
geration to  say,  that  business  faai  decreased 
one-half.  If,  therefbre,  two  Chambers  could 
do  the  business  in  1B08,  one  Chamber  could 
do  it  now,  when  it  is  so  reduced.  It  is  well 
known,  Ibat  the  two  Chambers,  when  they  had 
cleared  off  the  arrears  which  bad  accumulated, 
btU  not  uKMer,  began  to  tit  only  for  about  two 
ifanrs  a-dayfor  113  dqytn  the  year;  and  even 
now,  under  the  influence  of  the  lash,  applied 
by  the  late  Parliamentary  inquiry,  they  don't 
nanally  sit  above  three  hours  a-day.  There  ii 
no  good  reason  why  the  Court  should  not  sit 
U  least  thirty  days  more,  and  two  hours  more 
eadi  day,  if  necessary.  Bat,  it  is  believed, 
Ibat  (be  bnaineis  would  not  require  such  long 
tittingt,  even  with  only  one  Caamber,  This 
can  be  made  plain  by  figures.  The  present 
prolonged  sittings  at  three  hours  a-day,  for 
113  daya,  give  339  hours  for  each  Court  yearly 
— aay,  for  both,  678  houn  in  the  whole  year. 
Before  the  late  Parliamentary  inquiry,  the  sit- 
ting* were  only  two  hours  a-day,  or  4^3  hours 
yearly.  If  the  sittings  were  prolonged  30 
days— Ibat  is,  to  143  days  in  the  year,  and  to 
five  bonrt  a-day,  we  ^oald  have  T15  hours 
from  me  Chamber,  being  37  hours  more  than 
the  present  prolonged  sittings  of  the  two 
Chamben.    Can  it  be  serioualy  maintained, 

VOL.LXII.     {S^i 


(Scotland). 


1218 


Ithal  sitting  for  143  days,  at  fire  hours  a-day, 
'  would  be  loo  much  labour  ?  Let  the  sitlings 
of  the  English  Judges  answer  the  question. 
There  would  still  remain  an  ample  portion  of 
each  day  for  reading  papers,  kc.,  besides 
more  than  half  the  year  for  vacations.  If  the 
excess  of  37  hours  by  one  Chamber  silting  143 
.  days  for  five  hours,  be  deducted  from  ibe  as- 
sumed dail;  sittings  of  that  time,  it  would  not 
much  exceed  4}  hoars.  This,  with  the  con- 
stant decrease  of  business,  as  shown  by  the 
returns,  for  many  years  back,  demonstrates 
that  the  time  has  now  arrived,  when  one 
Court  of  Review  may  safely  be  abolisheil,  and 
thereby,  the  delays  and  consequent  expense 
arising  from  the  present  faulty  sjstem,  and 
from  the  want  of  senior  counsel  both  in  the 
Inner  and  Outer  .Houses,  be  removed,  or  be 
greatly  lessened,  and  the  still  more  grievous 
and  unseemly  evil  of  conflicting  decisions 
emanating  from  the  two  co-ordinate  Courts  of 
Review,  be  pot  an  end  to." 
"To  Robert  Wallace,  Eaq.,from.^— Esq." 
The  next  letter  he  would  re&d  to  the 
House  wfts  as  follows .  — 

"  Eiinbtrgh,  March  30,  1B43. 
"Sir— There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  your 
Commitlee  did  much  good,  and  that  the  Bar, 
and  particularly  the  Whig  clique,  although 
slow  to  acknowledge  this,  cannot  deny  it. 
Their  horror  at  reduction  is  rational  enough, 
and  we  must  not  be  too  severe  upon  them. 
As  you  have  obtained  for  them  a  great  increase 
of  courtesy  from  the  Bench,  and  entailed  pa. 
tience  in  bearings,  they  in  return  should  have 
the  courtesy  to  acknowledge  your  services 
frankly.  But  this  improvement  in  patience, 
of  coutae  leoglheoa  the  hearings,  and  thereby 
aggravates  one  of  the  crying  evils  of  out 
Courts,  Til.,  the  difficulty  of  getting  eminent 
couniel  to  debate  a  case  in  the  Outer  Uonie, 
without  inlerraptioo,  by  being  called  away  to 
the  Inner  House,  or,  indeed,  to  get  the  lead- 
ing counsel  at  all,  after  Ibe  advisings  begin  in 
the  Inner  House.  This  great  evil  can  only 
be  remedied  in  two  ways,  either  by  restticling 
counsel  to  one  division  of  the  Court,  or  what 
would  be  far  more  effectual,  and  belter  every 
way,  by  having  only  one  Inner  Chamber.  I 
see  the  same  evil  much  complained  of  in  Eng- 
land, and  the  abrupt  way  in  which  Lord  Den> 
man  terminated  tne  sitlings  last  term,  must 
have  made  even  counsel  themselves  feel  the 
inconveniences  of  their  practising  in  so  many 
different  Courts ! 

"  The  two  divisions  sit  about  one  hour 
looger,  daily,  eince  your  Commitlee — that  is 
all— and  ibey  have  had  leu  work  to  do  last 
year,  than  in  any  former  one.  I  have  not  yet 
seen  returns  for  the  year  ended  in  July,  but 
from  the  printed  Rolls  I  have  uo  doubt  of  this 
fact.  One  division  could  now  overtake  ibe 
whole  work  with  perfect  ease.  The  bank- 
ruptcy business  being  almtut  all  done  now  in 
the  Sheriffs'  Couito,  has  greatly  Ihinaed  the 
2R 
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Bolb,  tod  decrcn  in  tbienM,  wbtdi  oc^pj 
litlla  or  DO  time,  are  still  increanng.  Ilie 
adjaitrneat  of  iuuei  before  the  Jutj  clwki, 
doet  not  now  occapy  to  much  lime  as  for- 
merly, aa  they  are  better  acqaainted  with  tbeii 
dnties,  aod  rery  few  caaiej  are  tried,  abowing 
the  coDtioued  unpopularity  of  the  imtitation 
ai  at  pretent  cooitituted  and  condocted  in 
Scotland.  A>  to  leading  conntel,  we  bare 
Tcry  few.  Mr.  M'Neill  il  cleariy  at  the  head  ; 
then  Mesan.  Rotherford,  Andenoo,  Wood, 
and  Robertion — fi*e  in  all  —  a  poor  array, 
certainly,  from  wbich  to  supply  a  bench  of 
thirteen  Judge*.  I  am  more  and  more  con- 
vinced, tbat  one  Idimt  Home  ii  infEcient  for 
all  tbe  Luainesi,  and  this  ia  the  effectual 
remedy  for  the  difficulty  in  getting  counsel  to 

Slead  caaei  contiouously  in  the  Outer  Houm. 
[ad  it  not  been  for  the  Cbarch  eaiea,  the 
loner  Honie  wosld  have  been  quite  oat  of 
work  this  ninter,  lo  that  the  Kirii'i  aquabblei 
have  been  a  godiend  to  our  Coorti,  for  with- 
out work,  the  job  of  keeping  them  up,  would 
be  loo  bad,  even  for  Feel's  majority.  I  re- 
main your  faithful  serrant." 

The  next  letter  )ie  would  read,  wai  also 
BddreMMl  Ui  him  by  a  proressional  getitle- 
mfta  or  the  highest  icipecUbility,  and  was 
oa  folio wB  ;— 

«  SiiiiUmrgh,  April  8M,  1843. 
"The  number  of  welt  employed  coODsel  at 
the  Scotch  bardoea  not eiceed  twenty;  and  the 
leading  counwl  are  tnt,  namely,  Hr.  Kother- 
ford,  Mr.  Solicitor-general  M'Neil,  Mr.  Oe«n 
of  Faculty  Wood,  Mr.  Adam  Andarton,  and 
Ur.  Patridc  Robertion.  The  firat  two  are, 
and  bare  long  been  decided  leader* ;  Mr. 
Wood  and  Mr.  Andenon  only  lately)  that  is 
since  your  select  committee  sat.  Ai  the  mott 
TOO  will  see  there  are  only  five.  Whilst  sncfa 
IS  the  number  of  leading  counsel,  and  the  well 
employed  junior  counsel  are  not  above  fifteen, 
but  aay  twenty,  in  order  to  be  within  the  mark, 
the  judges  are  thirteen  in  number]  subdivided 
into  two  Courts  ofReriew,  of  four  judges  in 
each,  and  five  Lords  Ordinaiy,  who  sit  tepa< 
rately,  and  four  of  thero  daily.  Thus,  there  are 
daily  six  courts  sitting,  at  precisely  the  same 
time,  besides  which  there  are  issue  clerks, 
silting  for  the  adjustment  of  issues  to  be  tried 
by  juries,  who  require  to  be  attended  by 
counsel ;  uid  the  leading  counsel  are  also 
chiefly  employed  for  tliis  purpose,  therefore,  it 
may  be  said,  truly,  that  there  are  seven  tri- 
bunals sitting  daily.  There  are  a  number  of 
Engliih  counsel  in  the  House  of  Commons 
who  eau'well  nodentand  the  bearing  of  these 
facts,  and  I  think  you  might  place  the  matter 
before  tham  in  a  forcible  light,  by  putiing  to 

1.  Whether  tbey  think  thirteen  jodgea  can 
be  required  lo  despatch  the  business  prepared 
for  their  decisions  by  a  bar,  which  reckoning 
the  well  employed  counsel  does  not  count 
twice  their  own  number?  I  ibonld  think 
that  BcgUsb  Goumel,  ipcutlomed  to  lea  what 
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if  accomplished  in  the  English  court*,  wiU  bt 
satisfied  thai  the  Scotch  judge*  must  be  grutly 
underworked,  or  that  assuredly  there  is  lonit- 
thing  very  far  wrong  in  our  system. 

2.  Whether  it  is  possible  for  a  bar,  reckoniDg 
no  gresier  number  of  well-employed  connwl 
than  I  have  mentioned,  can  eSciently  eoppty 
seven  iribunaU  silting  at  the  aaiat  momaaL 
Tbey  will  be  able  to  answer  Ikia  bam  Ibdr 
own  obscrvalioD ;  bnt  tbe  actnal  renlts,  Uw 
confusion,  tbe  delays,  ioooareDisnce,  and  ob- 
structions which  are  thereby  occasioned,  ait 
given  in  evideoce  to  prove  the  fact. 

3.  Whether  it  be  reasonable  to  expect  thit 
such  a  bar  can  supply  a  bench,  consiatioff  of 
thirteen  judges,  with  lawyers  of  real  eminence. 
In  point  of  fact,  it  is  the  great  bane  of  the 
Scotch  system  and  the  Scotch  courts,  thai  *t 
get  *o  many  inferior  men  placed  on  the  bend), 
where  first  rate  men  only  should  sit.  nen 
are  the  simple  viewa  of  the  case  which  ocou 
to  myself;  and  I  think  you  may  give  effect  to 
them  in  such  a  way  as  to  oome  home  to  iht 
understandings  even  of  men  unacquainted 
practically  with  our  profession." 

He  would  now  read  them  u  extnet 
from  aletter  in  corroboration  of  theee  beta, 
from  hia  learned  Friend  tbe  late  Lord  Ad- 
vocate. He  had  other  letters  which  he 
should  not  detain  the  House  with  then, 
hut  if  they  were  at  all  neceeaary  in  iNiIy, 
he  should  go  into  them  particularly.  TH 
bon.  Member  then  read  the  fbllowing  ex- 
tract from  a  letter  from  the  late  Lord  Ad- 
vocate, Rntherfbrd,  to  Mr.  Cnnstoaa, 
dated  Loudon,  August  10, 1S39  :— 

"  No  one  who  knows  the  low  esteem  is 
which,  from  many  oaoses,  our  judicial  i>tl>> 
toliona  are  hdd,  could  doubt  that  if  such  s 
bill*  bad  been  introduced,  it  eovld  set  hart 
been  carried,  but  must  have  led  lo  defrat,  m( 
less  unpleasant  to  you  than  the  Government. 
There  was  a  relnciance  in  aupporting  as,  evM 
where  yon  might  least  expect  it." 

He  then  read  an  extract  from  a  lellT 
from  Lord  J.  Rueaell  to  Mr.  Crtostouiii 
dated,  December  14th,  1839:— 

"The  allemative  for  tbe  Government  (a 
consider,  therefore,  was  the  abandonmeol  <" 
the  clause,  or  the  loss  of  the  bill.  So  Aru 
my  own  personal  opinions  wert  concemw, 
the  loss  of  the  bill  would  have  been  the  pr<- 
ferable  event.  I  had  some  doubts  aj  to  l^i^ 
increase  of  salary  to  the  Scotch  jndges,  and  it 
was  only  in  deference  to  the  sentiaeota  a' 
those  belter  acquainted  with  the  snbject  than 
myself,  that  I  did  not  make  a  icdnctioa  of  ^ 
number  of  jndgea  an  indispensable  part  of  IM 


This  extract  he  oonBidered  a  nrj  i*"^ 
antfaoritf ,    The  noble  Lord  nid,  it  «** 
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only  in  deference  to  tbe  opinion  of  otben 
that  he  gave  up  his  own  in  fanmr  of  a  di- 
mioudon  of  tbe  number  gf  the  judges ; 
■nd  wliose  opinions  did  lie  refer  to  ?  Let 
fain  beg  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
ftct,that  the  witnesses  brought  hj  the  noUe 
Lord  to  give  eridence,  were  all  expectants 
of  officoj  with  one  or  two  exceptions.  Two 
had  been  made  jud^  since,  and  be  had 
andentood  at  the  time  that  his  hon,  and 
leaned  Friend  was  hinudf  on  the  threshold 
itf  a  reiy  high  appointment  If  that  was 
not  true,  then  poblic  notoriety  had  misled 
him ;  he  was  in  no  such  secrets  t  no  one 
OMifidedthemtohim.  If  they  did  he  would 
never  keep  them  a  moment,  and  therefore 
he  got  none  from  either  side  of  the  Houee> 
He  got  party  secrets  in  the  same  propor- 
tion  M  he  did  favoors— he  never  a^ed  for 
them,  and  therefore  never  got  any.  But  he 
OouU  show  there  had  been  juggling  among 
partieH  whoouffht  not  to  have  been  con- 
cerned in  such  matters ;  they  had  been 
kept  from  him,  though  he  was  considered 
enough  of  a  party  man,  to  vote  on  a 
party  question.  But  this  was  not  a  party 
otgecL  That  was  legitimate  with  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament,  but  this  waa  not  a 
Ky  object  Here,  said  the  hon.  Mem< 
are  the  Core-house  job  papers,  and 
be  would  place  them  in  the  hands  of 
BUT  hon.  Member,  During  that  parti- 
cular session  there  were  only  four  judges 
doing  tbe  duty  of  eight ;  two  were  inca- 
pacitated from  bad  h^tbt  one  of  them  was 
declared  to  be  in  such  a  state  of  wealcneis 
—not  of  mind,  for  he  was  of  perfectly 
sound  mind— but  he  was  in  nicb  an  ex- 
tremely weak  state  of  healtb  that  he 
oonld  not  do  tbe  duty  of  tbe  Summer 
session.  Tbe  object  he  nad  in  view  was  to 
follow  up  the  course  adopted  by  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  men  whoever  sat  as  Pre- 
sident of  tTie  Supreme  Court,  Sir  Ilaj 
Campbell,  to  his  bill  of  1785,  for  reducing 
At  number  of  the  Judges  from  fifteen  to 
ten.  He  thought  it  a  very  rational  pro- 
posal, audit  was  supported  by  the  authority 
<tf  jjri  Jefl^ry,  in  tbe  Edxnhurgk  Review. 
He  had  before  him  a  list  of  tbe  amend- 
menta  be  moved  in  tbe  Report  under  dis- 
oUBsiaii,  but  would  not  detain  the  House 
with  ruding  them  j  he  merely  wished,  in 
frwniag  tMsei  to  show  the  neoesnty  of 
mtUiiig  th«  Court  by  means  of  a  itstute,  to 
io  that,  which  it  oonM  not  do  of  itself,  and 
•bidi  was  allied  to  be  absolutely  ne- 
<aiT.  He  therefore  moved  a  serin  of 
■dmenta,  eleven  in  number,  and  in  them 
'OWB  wbat  cridcaee  bnd  broogbt  ont 
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on  the  question.  He  had  now  stated,  in 
general  terms,  the  object  he  had  in  view ; 
sad  he  might  tell  them,  with  great  confl.' 
dence,  the  opinion  of  tbe  puUlcwu  not 
more  favourable  with  reepect  to  the  chv 
racterofthe  Courts  than  his  was.  Theyde- 
nied  that  there  was  now  a  better  despatch 
of  business,  or  more  wise  decisions  than 
brmerty,  and  they  complained  bitterly  of 
having  two  Courts  sittmg  at  the  same 
time  on  questions  of  the  same  nature, 
trying  causes  on  tbe  same  day,  and 
having  from  each  Court  contradictory  de- 
cisions. They  complained,  justly,  of  two 
co-ordinate  Courts  having  fbur  Judges, 
in  each,  as  they  would  be  sure  to  give  con- 
tradictory decisions.  No  one  in  the  House 
could  deny  that  fiict  Where  there  were 
four  Judges  of  equal  powers,  they  would 
be  sure  to  differ  in  opinion,  and  the  conse- 
quence was,  the  Scotch  Judges  were  conti- 
nually having  unseemly  difierences  of  opin. 
ion  on  the  Bench.  With  regard  to  the  Inner 
House  Judges,  they  bad  little  or  nothing 
tn  do  as  Gtmipared  with  the  other  Judges. 
He  should  be  glad  to  harea  bill  introduced 
«bicfa  would  give  them  at  once  three  or 
four  months  in  the  year  for  their  vacation  ; 
reduce  the  numtier  of  Judges  to  nine  or  ten, 
and  they  might  require  four  months  vaca- 
tion; they  now  took  seven ;  but  how  did 
they  take  it  ?  They  took  it  in  driUeU 
—  first  three  weeks,  then  two  months, 
and  then  fbur.  In  the  Scotch  Courts. 
business  was  despatched  by  papers.  They 
did  not  bare  witnesses  produced  in  Court, 
ora)  evidence  was  seldom  taken  ;  nor  was 
there  any  cross-examination  of  witnesses 
by  Counsel.  If  they  did  this,  they  should 
not  require  so  many  Judges;  but  it  was 
owing  to  the  infernal  system  of  papers- 
it  was  the  infernal  system  of  Juoge-made 
law  that  enforced  the  necessity  of  so  many 
Judges.  What  was  the  result  of  the  sys. 
tem  in  the  House  of  Lords  ?  There  were 
SOO  appeals  to  the  House  of  Lords,  from 
England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland.  [CAeers.] 
Let  the  Gentlemen  who  cheered  him,  guess 
what  was  the  share  poor  Scotland  had  of 
these  appeals  ?  They  had  600  appeals  out 
of  800.  This  was  out  of  a  population  of 
2,500,000,  and  thus  a  well-inforased  nation 
was  made  to  appear  a  litigious  one,  from 
this  confounded  system.  He  bad  done  his 
duty  in  bringing  the  question  forward, 
and  he  would  defy  any  Scotchman,  not 
excepting  members  of  the  legal  profes- 
sion, to  say  that  he  had  nut  justly  stated 
the  case.  Before  he  sat  down,  he  might 
lefer  to  the  opinion  of  the  bon.  Member 
3B8 
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for  Glugov,  on  the  lait  occaBion  the  q^ues- 
tion  WBB  brought  forward ;  the  Bubataace 
of  it  was  this, — he  said  he  wag  no  lawyer, 
he  represented  a.  large  city,  mixed  largely 
with  the  inhabitants,  and  he  stated,  that 
there  was  a  general  feeling  of  disgust  and 
disaatisfactiOD  with  the  superior  Courts. 
Gentlemen  who  knew  the  hon.  Member 
must  feel  that  it  must  be  an  urgent  case 
which  made  him  speak  thus  on  such  a  point 
He  was  satisfied  he  had  shown  a  good  case 
fbr  beiog  allowed  to  bring  in  a  UI1.  He 
begged,  also,  to  state,  that  he  was  called 
on  to  do  this  by  the  late  Goreromeot;  on 
the  last  occasion  he  brought  this  subject 
forward,  he  was  asked,  why  he  did  not  ask 
fw  leave  to  bring  id  a  bill,  and  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  cheered  the  suggestion. 
The  bill  would  be  a  very  ehoct  one,  and  he 
could  not  believe  that  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet would  refuse  hia  assent  to  hia  bring- 
ing in  a  bill,  by  which  alone  the  grier- 
ancea  could  be  remedied.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber concluded  by  moring  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  reduce  the  present  number  of 
Judges  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Scotland 
from  thirteen  to  nine,  by  abolishing  one  of 
the  co-ordinate  Courts  of  review  into  which 
that  Court  is  divided. 

Sir  /.  Ora&un  could  assure  the  boo. 
Gentleman  that  he  had  no  resaon  to  com- 
plain  of  a  want  of  courteay  on  his  pari, 
becanse,  on  a  former  occasion,  he  had,  at 
his  re()ne8t,  postponed  hia  motion  on  ac- 
count of  the  absence  of  (be  Lord-Advo- 
cate. In  the  continued  abaence  of  that 
learned  Lord,  it  was  hia  misfortune  to 
have  to  encounter  the  present  motion, 
withoat  his  able  assistance;  and  such 
being  the  case,  he  should  have  heattaled 
on  determining  as  to  the  expediency  of  not 
renewing  hia  request,  had  be  not  felt  cer- 
tain, that  in  resisting  the  motion  he  might 
rely  upon  the  support  of  almost  the  whole 
House.  Mis  opinion  on  the  subject  had 
been  supported  by  the  labours  of  a  com- 
miitee  selected  most  impartially  from  both 
sides  of  the  House,  and  when  he  consi- 
dered the  names  of  some  of  the  Members 
who  sat  on  that  committee,  he  could  not 
conceive  a  tribunal  more  likely  to  arrive 
at  a  sound  conclusion,  or  one  more  en- 
tilled  to  the  consideration  of  ihe  Houae. 
In  that  committee  many  divisions  had 
taken  place,  and  upon  every  occasion  the 
hon.  Member  divided  alone  :  the  subject 
had  therefore  undergone  meei  discussion. 
The  hon.  Member  had  not  stated  to  the 
Houae  what  great  changea  had  taken  place 
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in  the  judicature  of  Scotland.  The  Ei> 
chequer  and  Admiralty  jurisdiction  had 
been  abolished,  together  with  many  otben, 
and  the  duties  of  the  Judges  of  thoM 
Courts  were  now  transferred  la  the  dini- 
nislied  nnmber  of  Judges.  Now,  wbit 
had  been  aaid  by  the  late  Lord-Advocite 
on  this  subject  P  He  atated  before  tlx 
committee,  that  after  to  many  exteniiK 
changes,  that  which  was  really  neceviry 
to  Scotland  was  aome  panae  in  iboM 
changes.  Lord  Chief  Justice  Clerk  bad 
given  a  similar  opinion.  The  hon.  Geo- 
tieman  had  spoken  contemptuously  of  ib« 
manner  in  which  ihecriminal  juaticeof  the 
country  waa  carried  on,  and  the  manntc 
hich  the  Judges  conducted  the  Cir- 
I.  Now,  for  hia  own  part,  he  >nu)[ 
say,  that  he  thought  the  manner  in  which 
the  business  was  conducted,  amounled 
almost  to  perfection.  In  discharge  of  hit 
official  duty,  he  had  constant  communics- 
with  ihe  Judges  in  Scotland,  and  be 
d  undertake  to  lay  a  more  proper 
discharge  of  official  duty,  could  not  be 
found  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  had  stated,  that  the 
of  Law  in  Scotland  were  regarded 
by  Ihe  people  almost  with  disgust.  The 
hon.  Gentleman's  motion  was  confined  to 
obtaining  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  dimi- 
nish the  number  of  Judges.  The  hoi. 
Gentleman  founded  his  motion  on  threa 
anonymous  letters.  Now,  he  would  lebst 
those  three  letters  by  reading  the  evidence 
of  three  witnesses  that  were  examined  be- 
the  committee.  The  6rst  was  ths 
Lord -Advocate,  the  aecond  was  the 
present  Lord  Jnstice  Clerk,  and  the 
third  the  present  Solicitor-general  foi 
Scotland.  The  hon.  Gentleman  bad 
read  pretty  laigely  from  the  Report  of 
the  Committee,  but  there  was  one  passage 
that  bore  on  tlie  motion  which  the  hoe. 
Member  had  atudioualy  avoided  reading. 
That  paasage  waa  concurred  in  by  all  the 
Memliera  of  the  committee  except  lbs 
hon.  Member.  [The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man read  a  passage  to  the  effect  that  tbs 
buainess  of  the  Courts  could  not  be  carried 
on  by  one  division  alone.]  With  ntpf^^ 
to  the  doubts  entertained  by  the  nobis 
Lord  opposite  (Lord  J.  Russafl),  h  to  an 
iocreaae  in  the  salaries  of  Scotch  Judge*' 
he  certainty  shared  in  thoae  doubts ;  bat 
he  differed,  and  continued  tn  difi^,  «■''■ 
the  noble  Lord  relative  to  the  numbtrof 
those  Judges.  He  waa  satisfied,  thsttiK 
business  of  the  Court  of  Session  could  tot  ^  by 
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;  Court  ia  Scotland,  and  tlie  deference 
shown  in  this  House  to  Lords  Advocate 
and  theiT  opinions.  Nothing  could  be 
more  satis^ctory  than  the  administratioD 
of  criminal  jUBtiw  in  the  County  Courts. 
In  the  one  case  it  was  placed  on  a  cheap 
fooling,  in  the  other  on  an  expensive 
and  ^d  one.  The  Judges  did  not  sit 
in  the  Supreme  Courts  more  than  four 
months  and  a  half  in  the  year.  He  vraa 
perfectly  satisfied  that,  with  the  esceptioD 
of  those  parties  who  were  interested  in  the 
present  system,  he  would  receive  the  almost 
unanimous  approbation  of  his  countrymen 
for  bringinz  forward  the  motion.  He  did 
not  complain  of  the  administration  of 
justice  in  the  County  Criminal  Courts, 
but  its  administration  in  the  Su|ireroe 
Court  was  a  positive  farcei  In  Edinburgh 
there  were  three  Judges  sitting  daily  on 
the  most  trifling  questions,  even  petty 
ounces  often  committed  by  mere  chil- 
dren, as  well  as  on  similar  causes  to  those 
decided  at  Glasgow  and  elsewhere,  with 
one  or  two  judges  at  most.  So  little  is 
there  to  do,  they  had  to  spread  out  (he 
business  as  much  as  possible.  There  was 
nothing  to  prevent  the  sheriffs  from  per- 
forming the  whole  of  the  duty.  He  be- 
lieved, that  the  opposition  to  a  change 
arose  from  those  who  were  interested  in 
the  present  state  of  things,  end  in  this 
belief  he  would  divide  the  House  upon  his 
motion. 

The  House  divided :— Ayes  22;  No» 
187  i— Majority  166. 

List  of  tke  Ayes. 
Brolherton,  J. 
Chapmaji 


be  conducted  latisrictorily  to  the  people 
of  Scotland  if  the  Judges  were  diminished. 
In  the  practice  of  the  Court,  wrillen  evi- 
dence was  done  away  with,  and  oral  evi- 
dence had  begun  to  be  generally  retorted 
to,  and  every  requisite  reform  was  being 
brought  into  operation. 

Mr.  Rutherford  said,  that  he  was  greatly 
surprised  to  find  any  dissatisfaction  ex- 
pressed with  respect  to  the  administration 
of  criminsl  law  in  Scotland.  The  conduct 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Wallace)  was 
a  specimen  of  the  nature  of  the  opposition 
got  up  against  the  Scotch  Courts.  The 
Hon.  Member  had  no  means  of  informing 
himself  personally  respecting  those  Courts, 
but  be  gathered  a  series  of  what  he  consi- 
dered facts  from  persons  on  whom  he 
thought  he  could  rely,  and  then  on  such 
information  he  came  forward  in  that 
House,  and  in  language  the  most  repre- 
hensible, censured  the  proceedings  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Scotland.  He  hoped, 
there  would  be  a  pause  to  further  change. 
Though  he  quite  agreed  that  the  Court  of 
Session  bad  many  faults,  he  thought  that 
its  busineu  was  conducted  in  a  much 
better  manner  than  it  had  been  ;  though 
still  low,  it  was  rising  in  public  estimation. 
With  these  views,  he  could  not  support 
the  motion  of  the  hon.  Member. 

Mr.  ITaZ/ace  replied,  there  were  thirteen 
Judges  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  not 
more  than  twenty  well-employed  counsel. 
That  foct  stood  tiuoontraclicted.  There 
were  seven  courts  all  utting  at  the  same 
time,  and  only  five  leading  counsel  to  serre 
theseven.  This,  too,  was  uncontradicted. 
It  required  little  algebra  to  show  that  this 
was  not  a  proper  state  of  things.  Now, 
with  respect  to  the  Select  Committee 
appointMl  to  investigate  this  sulgect,  thir- 
teen witnesses  had  been  examined  before 
it.  Six  of  these  witnesses  were  looking 
out  for  judgeships.  Two  of  them  bad 
been  made  Judges.  Three  of  them  were 
expec^g  to  be  made  Judges.  Such  was 
the  fctce  which  had  been  acted  in  the 
committee,  which  waa  like  the  report 
completdy  one-sided.  How  did  they  get 
lid  of  the  East-India  monopoly,  and  the 
Wen-lDdia  monopoly,  and  all  other  mo- 
nopolies? Were  they  in  those  cases 
guided  by  the  testimony  of  those  who 
«iera  intenated  in  the  monopoly?  No- 
thing could  be  more  absurd,  unsatis- 
facfany,  or  disgusting  in  the  opinion  of 
the  people  of  Sootiand,  than  the  admi- 
nWtratioa    of  jiutic*   ia   the    Supreme 
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Ferraod,  W,  B. 

Filaer,  Sir  E. 

Filiroy,  H.  II. 

Follett,  Sir  W.  B. 

Forbes,  W. 

Fuller,  A.  B. 

Gaskell.J.  M. 

Uladglone,  rigkt  boD. 
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Pott-OJke. 


W.  E 

flordon,  hon.  CtpUin 
tiotdon.  Lord  F. 
Wore,  M. 
Goring,  C. 

Goulburn,  it.  bon.  IL 
Graham,  it.  ba.  Sir  J. 
Graaby,  Uaiqueu  of 
Grcenall,  P. 
Greene,  T. 
Gre;,rt.bon.SirO. 


Grogu,  £. 
Halford,  H. 
UamiltoD,  J. 
HamilioD,  W.  J. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C. 


Hay,  Sir  A.  L. 
Hayes,  Sir  E. 
Henley,  J.  W. 
Hepburn,  Sic  T.B. 
Herbert,  bon.  S. 
Hillsborough,  Earl  of 
Hlnde,  J.  a. 
Hodgson,  R. 
Holmei,  hon.  W.  A. 
Hope,  hon.  G. 
Howard,  hn.CW.G. 
Howard,  P.  H. 
Ingestre,  Visct. 
Inon,  S. 
Jackson,  J.  D. 
Jernya,  Earl 
Jocelyn,  Visct. 
Johnson,  W.  G. 
Johnitooe,  Sir  J. 
Jones,  Captain 
KnatchbuU,  right  hon. 

Sir  E. 
Law,  hon.  C.  E. 
Lanson,  A. 
Legh,  G.  C. 
Leicester,  Earl  of 
Liacein,  Eatl  of 
Ijndtay.  H.  U. 
Lockhart,  W. 
Lowthar,  J.  H. 
Low  the  r,  hon.  Col. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Mackeniie,  VI.  F. 
McGeachy,  F.  A. 
Mahon,  Visct. 
Manners,  Lord  J. 
Martin,  C.  W. 
Master,  T.  W.C. 
Masterman,  J. 
Meynell,  Captain 
Miles,  P.  W,  8. 
Miles,  W. 
Morgan,  U. 
Monday,  E.  H, 
Necid,  J. 
Neeld,  J. 
New  pott,  Visct 
NicbotI,  right  hon.  J. 
Norreys,  Lord 
O'Brito.A.  S. 
O'Brien,  J, 
Packe,  0.  W. 
Palmer,  R. 
FalmerslOQ,  Visct. 
Plumptre,  J.  P. 
PolhLll,  P. 
Pollock,  Sir  P. 
Pringle,  A. 
Rashleigb,  W. 
Beade,  Vf,  H. 


Raid,  Sir  J.  R. 
Repton,  O.  W.  J. 
Rose,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 
Round,  J. 
Ruahbrooke,  Col, 
Rutherfurd,  A. 
Sandon,  Visct. 
Scariett,  hon.  R.  C. 
Scott,  hOD.  P. 
Seymour,  Lord 
Shaw,  right  hon.  F. 
Shappard,  T. 
Shirley,  E.  J. 
Shirley,  E.  P. 
Smith,  rt  hn.  R.  V. 
Smollett,  A. 
Somerset,  Lord  G. 
Soiheroo,  T.  H.  S. 
Sunley,  Lord 
Stewart,  J. 
Stuart,  Lord  J. 


Sutloit,  bon,  H.  H. 
Talbot,  C.  R.  H. 
Tennent,  J.  £. 
Thesiger,  F. 
Thorohill,  G. 
ToUemacbe,  J. 
Trotter,  J. 
Tumor,  G. 
Vert,  Sir  C.  B. 
Vivian,  J.  E. 
Vyryan,  Sir  R.  R.  * 
Williami,  T.  B. 
Winnington,  SirT.  R. 
Wodehoose,  E. 
Wordey,  hon.  J.  5. 
Young,  J. 


Freemantle,  Sir  T. 
Baring,  U. 


PosT-opncE.!  Mr.  WaBace  tuA,  noU 
withstanding  the  adveras  ooinioit  whick 
haa  been  prooouitced  by  the  Hoiue  on  the 
motioD  t  hare  jnat  dow  mads.  I  beg  M 
more  for  printing  a  retuni  fit  what  1  cM 
Poat'office  plunder.  The  queMioa  is,  wb«> 
tber  the  retuni  which  ahows  all  the  aa^ 
atya,  whether  hilla  of  exduiBge,  «r  Mttm, 
oc  gold,  or  trinketi,  or  Other  articlee,  which 
have  been  loct  through  Ike  PiMt-«ffiee  iImI) 
be  printed,  and  those  who  with  to  k«  A* 
return  printed  will  rota  with  nai^  I  fial 
the  retuni  for  1837  eontwH  twsnty- 
two  page^  filled  with  thoae  lUatraotiaiM 
of  money,  bank  notee,  hilla,  &c.  That 
for  1838  ooBtaiaa  twenty-fin  ]«g«i .  )■ 
1839,  itcofit«Ba  a  atill  gimter  BHBhar; 
and  in  1S40,  it  contaua  no  fearer  than  SYS 
pages ;  m  that  it  appeua  thta  tivle  is  m- 
cmaaisg,  and  tbosc  wbt  wtak  iotmemmgt 
it  will  rots  not  to  h«fe  Aaae  docMMBts 
printed.  My  returns  in  18S6  caUbik 
BbatractHwi  to  ibe  naiount  of  600.000£. 
or  700,0001.,  bat  what  is  the  aaonl  of  tW 
returns  I  cennot  yet  know,  n*  re- 
turn ia  in  three  different  pazt«  and  tin  »- 
lect  coMnittee  ftw  printing  hnfeoidsndtbtk 
two  parte  ahould  ba  printed,  u4  Dirt  An 
third,  whidi  ccatehia  Ae  ilea%  or  lis  «•- 
aence,  ahould  not.  I  suppose  this  hm  boon 
edby  ooonsHyon  the  port  of  the  OSM* 
mittee.  ButiflhMl  boeBiafa«tod,inpi^ 
portion  that  the  printing  cewiitloe  wonU 
not  print  the  itoms,  I  wouM  Mt  have  tn^ 
duigo  of  tfaa  matter.  Ja  pent  of  fest  tU 
rotarn  wna  originally  mored  tm  by  MaJM 
ChMwynd,  vbotodc  the  saw  c«ns«  wb^ 
1  hare  done.  On  looking  over  throe  ar  hmr 
puos  of  the  mtnm  Mich  si  isMr  to  bn 
pmtad,  I  find  in  cMch  pngo  ibst  riiJM.  lilh 
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<rf  MchtDge,  bank  ootei,  mmiey  nden, 
cheqaMfdnftStduinSiUid  ptttaruof  ulki, 
MtiM,  umI  wooIIm*  h«n  beco  abatracwd, 
awl  I  think  one  mu  cuue  of  tbii  u 
•wine  to  tb«  Post-office  aathoritiet  not  re- 
g  btten.     I  MO  two  ban.  Menben 

^ ^t  who  were  eooMCted  with  the  Foot- 

offira  nnler  tbe  hto  GorernmoDt,  ud  wbo 
racommended  iinivomd  regutntion.  There 
iaagieotdi&KDoeaf  opiDioa,  report  lOft, 
betvMB  tbe.PoBt-offi£e  utd  the  TreMUry,  ai 
to  ragiitratiOD,  and  therefne  I  beliere,  the 
whi^  body  nt  the  ftapi*  will  thank  the 
Homo  tat  agn^ng  to  nj  retaroi.  The 
poo|rio  Barer  know  what  beeomeo  of  the  id»* 
Mjr  whidi  thof  ttaiMBut  by  post ;  and  1  be- 
lim  tbe  letter  wnieia,  and  letter  cairlna, 
and  otbon  in  tba  Peat-office,  have  got  ao 
ezpoft  ia  ^lotracting  money  out  of  letteia, 
that  there  ia  no  aafiety  whaterar  in  the 
traDimianeB  of  money  through  the  Poot- 
ofice.  I  bdieve  it  ia  well  worth  the 
i4ilo  of  thii  Houae,  to  inqnire  into  the 
•ubjeet,  and  Ae  expense  of  tbe  retunw 
would  be  ae  nothing  compared  with  tbe 
aeeurity  wbieh  Uie  people  would  feel  if 
tbey  knew  that  tTanimiaston  through  the 
Poat-oAce  waa  properly  conducted.  Iherc 
bei  been  alnady  eaonnou*  expenae  incur- 
red ia  tbe  making  up  these  returns.  As 
to  the  motiea  whkb  I  have  «  tbe  p^ier. 
I  am  peHbctly  indiftrent  penoiudly  bow 
the  Houae  may  deal  with  it.  The  hen. 
Member  oonduded  by  moving,— 

"  ThaX  the  retnm,  showing  tbe  ■ppUeatioDi 
whidi  have  been  ntde  to  the  Poit-(Ace  for 
leuen  whkh  were  miwiDg,  tad  which  oon- 
taiaed  raonej^  or  raooey's  worth,  whicft  !•■ 
tDto  wu  presented  to  thii  House  on  March 
4th,  be  printed ;  or  failing  in  this,  that  a  com- 
plete abatiact  thereof  ba  made  and  printed 
along  with  the  lelara,  whkh  was  moved  for 
in  coDoeiion  with  Ibe  above,  aad  which  was 
made  to  this  House  on  the  I8ih  of  May,  and 
has  been  ordered  to  be  printed." 

Sir  OMrgt  CUrk  opposed  the  molioa, 
Mtd  said  that  the  returns  moved  for  would 
not  be  worth  the  expense.  It  would  be 
M  uanacsaaary  waste  of  tbe  public  money 
(0  fansisb  tbase  reiunu,  when  then  were 
■Ifeady  dooaaieau  before  the  Houae,  aud 
Moeaiible  to  the  pubUc,  which  contaioed 
■U  th«  infenaatioa  that  coold  bo  afibrded. 

Mr.  y.  Smith  thought  the  motion  of 
tbe  bOD.  Oantleman  mueb  Wo  extensive. 
It  went  maeb  further  than  the  return  of 
the  4lb  of  March.  It  also  exceed«l  tbe 
tcfma  of  the  motion  the  hon.  Gentleman 
Made  at  a  ftxmer  time,  vfaieh  waa  for  an 
aocant  «f  theMuaberoflettart,  fromtbe 


5th  of  January,  1837,  to  the  5th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1841,  franked  or  onfranked,  applied 
or  not  applied  for,  coutainiog  money  bills, 
or  other  property  known  to  have  been  se- 
creted by  the  servaots  of  the  Post-office ; 
but  to  the  terms  of  that  the  hon.  Baronet 
now  added  tbe  woids  "  or  money's  worth." 
But  then,  by  going  into  the  "applica- 
tions" for  letters,  tbe  hon.  Gentleman 
would  throw  a  great  deal  of  nndeserved 
imputation  on  the  servaaU  of  tbe  Post- 
office.  Now,  when  persons  applied  foe 
letters,  and  not  getting  them,  alleged  that 
tbey  had  been  lost  in  the  Post-office,  the 
feet  was  that  many  of  the  lotion  were  lost 
between  tba  writing  and  the  delivery,  and 
many  more  were  lost  a^r  they  were  de- 
livered to  tbe  servants  of  the  applicants. 
He  must  oppose  the  motion  in  its  present 
shape,  OD  account  of  the  great  expense  it 
would  throw  on  the  public,  end  the  House 
was  bound  to  support  the  view  of  tho 
Prtntiitg  Committee,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
practise  economy  as  much  as  they  might 
with  pnidence. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  no  doubt  great  abuses 
had  been  committed  in  the  printing  of  re 
turns.  But  there  was  a  great  want  felt 
by  the  public  for  such  ioformatioD  as  ws) 
now  asked  for ;  and  if  to  this  were  added 
the  advertisement  issued  by  the  Post- 
office  respecting  the  safety  of  Post-office 
orders,  and  the  ease  with  which  tbey 
could  be  got,  the  value  of  the  documents 
would  be  increased.  But  the  whole  masa 
of  returns  moved  for  by  hii  hon.  Friend 
would  be  loo  cumberaome;  be  would, 
iberefore,  ncominend  his  hon.  Friend  to 
accept  iheabstract  which  had  been  offered 
to  him. 

Mr.  F.  T.  Baring  fully  recognised  tho 
importance  of  Uiis  subject;  but  there 
would  be  great  difficulty  in  complying 
with  the  motion  of  his  hon.  Friend.  How- 
ever, he  (Mr.  Baring)  thought  an  abstract 
would  be  of  great  value,  and  if  tbe  motion 
should  have  no  other  result  than  to  make 
people  more  cautious  in  sending  money 
and  articles  of  value  through  the  Post- 
office  it  would  be  of  great  benefit.  Ha 
tnisted  it  would  extend  tbe  practice  of 
eending  Post-office  orders  instead  of  mo. 
ney ;  and  indeed,  consideriag  the  exceed- 
ingly cardeiB  manner  in  which  money 
was  freqoefltly  sent,  it  was  too  hard  that 
psople  of  the  lower  class,  and  scantily  paid 
aa  many  of  the  Post-office  servants  were 
—it  was  very  uafortnnau  that  tbey  should 
be  exposed  u  tba  tamptatioas  tbey  now 
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were  through  this  negligence.    He  hoped, 

therefore,  the  advanieges,  facilities,  and 

secariiies  of  the  order  and  regiwer  ayitenis 

would  be  fully  impre»ed  on  tbe  public. 

He  admitted   there  might  be  some  defectg 

in  the  registry  ajitem,  but  it  was  a  very 

difficult    busirtess,    aud    it    delayed    the 

ttaDSiDTSBion  of  the  letters  considerably. 

He  and    his   friends,   for   these  reasons, 

fixed  the  fee  at  Is.  at  first,  in  the  hope 

that  when  the  machinery  was  exteusively 

used  and  supported,  they  might  be  enabled 

to  reduce  it,  which  he  hoped  might  soon 

be  done. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  con- 
curred in  the  feeling  and  wishes  expressed 
by  the  right  ban.  Gentleman.  Nothing 
could  promote  the  morality  of  the  Post- 
office  servants  more  than  that  people 
should  cease  from  the  practice  of  seodlog 
money,  and  transmit  Post-office  orders 
instead.  When  the  facilities  were  made 
generally  known  with  which  an  order  for 
any  sum  up  to  51.  might  be  procured ;  he 
hoped  the  practice  of  tempting  poor 
people  would  soon  be  at  an  end— for  tbe 
practice  of  sending  money  through  ihi 
hands  of  the  poor  men  who  were  in  tht 
service  of  the  Post-office,  was  a  system  of 
temptation  which  needy  men  could  not 
alnays  resist.  It  should  also,  in  fairness 
to  tbis  hardly  worked  class,  be  remeni' 
bered  that  in  tbe  rapidity  and  quantity 
in  which  letters  were  sent,  many  of  them, 
said  to  have  been  lost,  were  only  mislaid 
by  accident.  As  (o  missing  letters  the 
appearance  was  always  worse  than  the 
reality,  for  though  people  would  come  to 
the  office  complaining  that  their  letters 
had  not  reached,  and  though  they  would 
soon  anerwards  Gnd  those  letters  at  home, 
they  would  not  come  back  and  say  so. 
He  would  suggest  tbe  return  should  slate 
the  number  of  letters  missing  in  each 
month,  and  the  money  they  contained  or 
were  said  to  contain. 

Mr.  Wallace,  in  reply,  said,  that  the 
advice  which  he  had  received  fiwm  the 
other  side,  he  had  himself  given ;  the  sug- 
gestion would  be  found  m  his  motion ; 
therefore,  he  had  no  thanks  to  give  them. 
He  would  open  one  page  by  chance  of  the 
return.  [The  hon.  Member  read  a  list  of 
notes  and  money  which  had  been  stolen 
from  the  Poit-oSce.1  All  tfaie  had  been 
uken  in  one  day.  it  happened  that  he 
knew  a  great  deal  about  Post-office  ma- 
nagement, and  doubted  if  the  printing 
committee  kusw  anything  about  it.    It 
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might  be  taken  as  a  univ«nal  rale,  vben* 
ever  a  bank  note,  or  a  sorereigD,  or.giAd 
passed  into  the  Post-idSce,  that  it  never 
was  returned.  Nobody  ever  heard  of  »aj 
property  of  this  sort  ever  hanog  beeo 
returned  when  demanded  or  inquimd  Air  ; 
but  he  would  admit  to  the  cWiellar  at 
the  Exchequer,  that  wheo  a  l^ter  con- 
tained a  bill  or  property  of  that  natnre, 
which  could  be  negotiated  only  with  aosne 
difficulty,  it  might  be  recoveraUe;,  but 
there  hardly  was  an  inatanoe  of  a  lettw 
containing  coin  which  was  once  lost,  hav- 
ing ever  bees  recovered.  He  would  appeal 
to  his  noble  Friend,  the  Poetmaster-gen». 
ral,  if  such  was  not  the  fact.  He  had  no 
doubt,  hut  that  tbe  Poatmaster-general 
himself  would  wish  to  see  theentire  return 
published.  He  had  newly  came  to  the 
belief  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  pro- 
hibit by  law  the  sending  of  ohd  by 
letter.  He  would  consent  to  take  the  al^ 
stract,  although  he  felt  that  the  abstnct 
would  not  eive  the  information  which  the 
return  would  pve.  He  believed  the  svs- 
tem  of  plunder  was  ao  complete,  and  that 
the  people  at  the  Post-office  could  diatlo- 
guish  so  well  every  lettercontainingmooer 
that  nothing  escaped  them.  He  thought  it 
was  absurd  to  defend  the  conduct  of  the 
printing  committee.  Members  were  treated 
\a  the  most  cavalier  way  by  the  committee, 
and  he  thought  he  had  Just  cauae  oS  com- 
plaint. He  would  accept  the  o%r  wfaidi 
had  Iteen  made  of  the  abstract,  and  with- 
draw his  motion,  in  order  to  move  fi>r  an 
abstract  In  place  of  the  entire  returns  being 
printed. 
Motion  withdrawn. 

Survey  op  New  Zeai.4»d,]  Lord 
Ingestrie  moved — 

"That  an  humble  Addnss  be  presratad  to 
hei  Majesty,  prayine  Ihat  she  wiU  be  gncj. 
ouily  pleased  to  order  a  Hsritime  Survej  of 
the  Couts  and  Harbours  of  the  Islands  of 

New  Ze»l»nd." 

As  a  proof  of  the  growing  importance  of 
New  Zealand,  he  would  mention  that  in 
one  year  152  shipa  had  entered  Port  Ni- 
cholaon,  and  during  the  same  period 
eighteen  vessels  had  been  wrecked  on  the 
coast.  This  showed  the  necessity  of  hav. 
ig  a  survey  in  order  to  have  correct 
charts.  There  was  no  department  of  the 
Admiralty  more  useful  than  the  Hydro* 
grapber's.  As  he  did  not  wish  to  press 
suddenly  upon  the  resources  of  that  de* 
partment  be  would  qualify  bii  motion  bf 
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adding  to  it  the  woHb  "  when  TetieU  can 
be  apired  Tor  that  duty  without  incouve- 
nience  to  the  public  service." 

Captaio  Pechell  wu  glad  the  noble 
Lord  nkd  ctlled  attentiun  to  the  lubject. 
The  QorernmeDt,  be  thought,  ought  to 
explein  why  the  larrey  had  not  Uken 
place  long  since.  He  agreed  with  the 
praise  which  had  been  bestowed  npoo  the 
Hydrographictl  deparlmeDt  of  the  Ad- 
miralty. There  was  no  department  better 
conducted,  and  none  worse  paid.  The 
position  or  the  hydrographer's  office  was 
truly  disgraceful,  in  a  miserable  garret  at 
the  Admiralty.  At  the  time  he  was  on 
the  coast  of  America  during  the  American 
war,  there  was  frequently  an  error  of  a 
d^ee  of  longitude  in  the  charts  of  the 
American  cdasts,  so  that  it  was  quite  an- 
■afe  to  trust  to  them.  He  was  sorry  the 
noble  Lord  had  listened  to  the  suggestion 
which  had  been  made  to  him,  to  make  the 
addition  to  his  motion  which  he  bad  done. 
In  fact,  there  wu  no  intention  whatever 
to  make  the  survey.  It  might  perhaps  be 
made  in  the  course  of  the  next  twenty 
years,  but  it  ought  to  be  made  immediately. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

FiKis  AMD  RzcoTEKies  Bill  (Wales 
AKD  CHGSHiae.]  Sir  /.  Graham,  in 
moving  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  "  for 
remedying  defects  arising  from  the  mis- 
tnision  of  Officers  in  recording  Fines  and 
Recoveries  in  Wales  and  Cheshire,  and 
for  better  recording  the  same,"  said,  that 
under  the  ancient  jurisdiction  of  fiiies  and 
racoveries,  there  had  been  very  gross 
neglect.  When  he  said  neglect,  he  used 
the  mildest  term,  for  he  had  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  some  very  improper  transactions 
had  taken  place  in  that  department;  so 
much  BO,  that  man^  titles  had  been  jeo- 
pardised. In  providing  a  remedy  great 
care  should  be  taken  not  to  injure  tiiose 
titles  which  bad  been  affected.  This  was 
a  subject  of  the  greatest  importance,  and 
he  bad  not  introduced  this  bill  without 
first  consulting  the  highest  legal  autho- 
ritiea.— Leave  given. 

Home  adjourned, 

HOUSE   OF    LORDS, 
Fruiaf,  April  Z9,  1842. 

Mnmss-I    BtUM,    PuMli.— !■■  So^  Dulki  Dm 


RittlKd  at  Bupai  Awu— Splrtt  Dotla  (Icdudli 
Ctn  impetwnnn  i  Bdlutan^  nd  otttgam  Rdmyi 
NaobVlwm  Oa  (No.  1)  i  St.  Aiutdl  UukK. 
■nnaiia PiUBRaD.  Hj  lln  Fiiliif  TriiiililliiB  nmi 
Fnill  Oiamn  in  Um  BOUBty  cf  Kait,  fte  id  Attailioa  at 
t  Inpon  Dntrcn  Fonlcii  Fndt--^nB  NnO- 


Case  or  Ma.  Bjddijlph.^  The  Mar- 
quess of  Nornumbjf  said,  that  a  few  days 
ago  he  had  given  notice  of  a  question 
which  he  intended  to  put  to  his  nobia 
Friend  at  the  head  of  the  Government  of 
Ireland,  and  in  so  doing  it  was  his  inten-* 
tion  Id  occupy  only  so  much  of  their 
Lordships'  time  as  would  be  sufficient  to 
put  them  in  posaeHion  of  the  facts  of  the 
case.  He  could  asaure  their  Lordships, 
that  he  had  no  wish  to  press  hardly  against 
an  individual,  but  he  acted  solely  from  a 
sense  of  duty.  It  would  be  in  the  recol- 
lection of  many  of  their  Lordships,  that  a 
motion  was  last  year  made  relative  to  the 
trial  of.  certain  parties  who  were  charged 
with  Gr'ng  at  a  magistrate  (MK  Biddulph), 
and  the  jury  not  being  able  to  agree,  tbey 
were  discharged.  The  conduct  of  tha 
jury  bad  been  impugned  as  not  having 
been  a  fair  one,  or  fairly  chosen ;  but  he 
had  the  authority  of  the  Solicitor-general 
of  Ireland,  who  conducted  the  prose- 
cution, for  stating  that  the  jury  was  a 
fair  one,  and  fairly  chosen.  In  the 
month  of  July  anotlier  jury  waa  impan- 
nelled  to  try  the  same  parties,  but  that 
jury  was  discharged  in  consequence  of 
one  of  their  number  having  fallen  ill, 
and  tha  prisoners,  though  the  offence 
cha^d  was  a  capital  one,  were  admitted 
to  bail.  He  had  read  the  account  of  tha 
third  trial  in  two  newspapers  of  opposita 
political  principles,  and  he  would  say,  of 
important  trials,  that  they  were  generally 
given  with  great  fairness,  without  reference 
to  any  political  opinions.  In  the  third 
trial  (in  which  the  accused  were  acquitted) 
it  was  extracted  from  Mr.  Biddulph  him- 
self, in  a  cross-examination,  that  he  had 
between  the  first  and  second  trial  endea- 
voured by  his  agent  or  steward,  to  per- 
inade  the  accused  parties  to  fly  from  ins* 
tice.     It  appeared  in  the  leporti  to  wnid^ 
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he  tbtmld  hav*  notictd  the  cue  M  dl  if  k 
bod  not  been  mada  ihe  uigact  of  an&ir, 
unjust,    and  nnfoaDded  comaienU  ^k- 
nhera.    His  aoble  Frieod  maU  know,  that 
peraoos  in  faig^  uid  ioportsBtoffieet  bave 
■omething  elw  to  do  beaides  ttmiiog  sews- 
papera,  and  therefora  it  could  oot  be  m 
matter  of  Horpriie  that  tbe  icporta  of  tba 
trial  in  queitioo  ahonld  have  eacapod  his 
notice,  thoogh  poUiihed  in  aome  at  iboae 
papen.     It  i*a«  tbe  practice  for  the  Crows 
proKculoreto  tend  to  tbeAtloroej  OwaraJ 
at  the  cloae  of  tba  atuzea  a  report  of  tlw 
chief  trials,  and  he  called  the  atlentkni  of 
OoveraiDeDt  (o  any  of  them   wbii^    h» 
thon^t  deienwd  notice.    Aa  the  same 
Oeotlenan  who  noir  held  tbme  offices  had 
held  them  hefore  be  went  to  Irdand,  be 
pteaumed  that  the  lame  practice  waa  etill 
contJDDed.     He  ahould  hare  ibooght,  that 
if  the  judge  presidiaji  in  an  aauze  ooart 
■aw  anything  wronf;  in  the  condaet  of  a 
magiitraLe  connected  with  tbe  dtackai^ 
of  bit  pablio  duty,  he  wonld  not  heahate 
10  notice  it  in  inch  terms  as  the  case  re- 
quired ;  and  certainly,  if  such  a  caae  as 
his  noble   Frieod  bad  represented    bed 
come  under  the  notice  of  Lord  Qiief  Jus- 
tice Pennefather,  than  whom  a  more  eble 
and   impartial  judge  did    not   asist,   he 
thought  it  would  not  hare  been  aDfiered  to 
pass  without  some  notice  or  some  repre* 
sentation  to  the  Oovemment ;  bat  do  repost 
bad   since  been   made    bj  that    leaned 
judge.    It  was  tma  that  the  leaned  jodga 
bad  been  very  ill  since  tbe  asaizea,  but  no 
report  or  remoaatiaoce  or  nesaort^  of  any 
kind  had  been  seat  to  the  Oorernment  ob 
the  sobject  from  any  person.     With  n- 
spect  to  Hr.  Biddulpb,  ha  knew  nothing 
of  him  or   of  his  political  principlea  one 
way  or  the  other.    If  he  had  acted  wioeg 
tbe  matter  was  now  in  right  handst  and 
would  aooo  foe  set  to  rights.     He  hmi  ex- 
pected aome  oommanicatitm  from  DuUia 
on  the  labject  by  that  aaoniing'a  poat,  bat 
it  had  not  anived.    He  had  heard  tbal 
Chief  Justice  Pennefatber  bad  siacs  ant  a 
report  to  the  Lord  Chaooallor,  as  ooo  of  the 
Lords  Justices,  but  as  yet  he  waa  aet  in 
potsestioa  of  the  details.    Another  pablic 
officer,  by  whom  some  oolice  of  the  case 
might  haie  been   taken,  wu  the  Lord- 
lieutenant  of  the  county,  aa  he  was  at  the 
head  of  the  magtttrsey  in  Ua  coanty,  and 
Ihe  very  able,  iatelligent,  and  impartial 
gentleman  who  held  that  ofice  «aa  not 
one  Hkdy  to   pasa  erer  aneh  a  dreon-  ^-^  . 

•taace  if  it  had  been  biwcltt  aodar  kti^  .     CiOOOlP 


ha  ifl&md.  that  the  agent  of  Hr.  Bid- 
dntph  went  to  the  father  of  one  of  the 
accnaed,  and  triad  to  persuade  him  to 
induce  him  and  the  others  to  abscond. 
The  htber  then  asked  him  what  would 
bacoae  of  tbe  bail  in  that  case  ?  when  the 
nan  said,  that  very  likely  the  Oovemment 
would  not  press  tbem.  Now,  if  this  state- 
ment were  correct,  if  it  was  true  that  a 
magistrate,  whose  doty  it  was  to  asuit  in 
tba  due  administration  of  justice,  had 
eotinselled  and  persuaded  a  conrae  by 
which  the  ends  of  justice  would  be  de- 
feated, ha  thought  that  a  aaose  of  justice 
sbonld  hare  induced  the  GoTemmeat  to 
notice  it  It  might  be  that  Hr.  Biddulpb 
had  been  actuatra  by  humane  motiTes,  but 
he  should  hare,  at  ul  events,  been  called 
upon  for  some  explanation  of  his  conducL 
Suppose  tbe  parties  bad  been  influauced 
by  Hr.  Kddulph's  advice  and  fled  frma 
justice,  would  not  tha  fact  be  made  a 
ground  of  imputation  on  the  first  jury,  who 
could  not  agree  as  to  their  verdict  7  He 
avowed  that  be  was  much  surprised  at 
finding  that  ao  Member  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Ireland  knew  anything  about  this 
case,  though  it  bad  obtained  greiU  noto- 
riety by  being  published  in  many  of  the 
Irish  papera.  Ha  thought,  that  at  tbe 
close  <n  each  assises  the  Crown  solicitors 
sent  a  confidential  report  of  the  chief  trials, 
which  were  forwarded  to  the  Attorney- 
general,  by  whom  they  were  brought  under 
the  cooiideration  of  tba  Government,  if 
that  were  thought  itecessary.  That  bad 
been  the  practice — and  if  that  excellent 
practice  had  been  adhered  to,  his  noble 
Friend  at  the  bead  of  the  Government  in 
Ireland  would  have  been  made  acquainted 
with  the  fact  long  before  now,  and,  no 
doubt,  would  have  taken  that  course  which 
it  called  for. 

Eart  De  Gray  said,  that  when  his  noble 
Friend  Grst  mentioned  the  circumstance  to 
kirn,  be  said  what  waa  the  airaple  fact — 
that  he  knew  nothing  about  it:  thoogh 
bis  noble  Friend  had  said,  that  he  had 
admitted  that  there  was  remissoess  some- 
where with  respect  (o  it. 

The  HaK]uesa  of  Aormaniy .-  Hyaoble 
Friend  will  allow  m  to  set  him  right.  I 
did  not  say  that  he  bad  admitted  leniss- 
Dem  aOBMwbere,  bat  that  I  had  said 
there  muat  be  remtssneia  aomewhere.  It 
was  a  mistake  in  tbe  repwt  in  one  of  the 
papers.  Other  paiMrs  gave  it  as  he  said  iu 

Earl  Da  Qra/  had  read  it  in  oue  papu 
fu  he  nqw  mentioMd  it.  Ha  did  not  thiak 
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cotoiatUB.  Howerer,  he  had  recently  the 
dinctod  that  a  atatemeot  of  the  whole 
circuaMtance,  ■■  it  ODCurred,  ahoald  be 
pnparad  and  fotmrded  to  him.  It  i*aa  a 
matter  of  indiffarcDce  to  him  peTsooallj, 
whether  Mr.  Biddulpb  ihoald  ba  able  toax- 
plainthecaHRttitiBctorily.  He  woalddo 
what  the  juttice  of  the  can  reqnired  with. 
oat  rehrenee  (o  any  other  coniide ration. 

The  UarqneM  of  JVormoRfty  aaid,  that 
aftar  the  siateroent  made  by  hia  noble 
Friend,  he  wonid  not  preii  the  matter 
further  at  present.  As  hia  noUe  Friend 
bw)  aent  for  fall  iofbrmation  on  the  case, 
be  woald  watt  until  that  information 
ahonM  be  before  the  Home. 

Earl  Pdrttiau  aaid,  that  luch  a  cate  as 
that  atated  by  hia  noble  Friend  the  noble 
Haionets  near  him  oagbt  not  to  bate  es- 
caped the  notice  of  GoTernmeat,  particn- 
lany  after  the  publicity  which  it  nad  ob- 
tained through  the  newspaper  press.  It 
would  be  in  the  recollection  of  some  noble 
Lords  that  imputations  had  been  cast  on 
the  Solicitor- general  for  Ireland  for  not 
haTing  got  a  verdict  in  the  first  trial,  but 
af^er  a  wr  and  impartial  charge  from  the 
Chief  Justice,  the  jury  acquitted  the  ac- 
cused on  the  third  trial.  It  was  in  the 
coarse  of  his  cross-eiaminstiou 
trial  that  it  was  wrung  from  Mr.  Biddalph 
that  he  had  advised  the  accused  to  fly 
tmta  justice.  If  this  case  should  larn  out 
to  be  as  it  was  represented,  be  hoped  that 
k  would  Dot  pass  over  wiibont  tliepani* 
cular  notice  of  the  OoTeionent  of  Ire- 
land. 

Sulgect  at  an  end. 

AppOINTHBirT     DP     BOBODQB     UiOU- 

nUTBS.1      The   Marvness  of  Normanhw 
_^ :!_-.  *-  II  ii ti .: .r  .L.Il 


Lordship! 


to  call  the  attention  of  their 
petitioB,  ot  widch  he  had 


gifea  hia  noble  and  leaiBed  Priead  on  the 
Woolsack  notice,  aa  it  referred  to  aoaae 
atntemeDta  made  by  hia  ndiile  and  learned 
Friend  on  a  fcnner  ereain^,  when  he  * 
aeeaaion  to  present  a  pebtian  from 
town-«aiineilofHull.  The  netitioa  which 
ba  bad  nnr  to  lay  bafbre  their  Lordabipa 
wns  from  the  asayor  and  town-a>nneil  «f 
Ontcibead,  and  tbvr  comnlained  that  his 
ndbb  and  learned  niend  bad  been  iniaia- 
Inied,  «r  bad  &I1^  into  an  involnntary 
error,  when  be  stated  on  the  eveaii^  lo- 
Janed  to  that  in  the  appaiatwent  of  ma- 
gbamaa  of  bonm^hs  be  had  in  no  caae  n- 
nraed  the  poutton  of  tlie  Liberals  and 
Cenaemtina  by  takaig  tha  nugonty  tnm 


Soroitgk  Ma^Uratei.       1338 

r  and  girioff  it  to  the  Uttor. 
The  petitionen  staled  that  ia  the  ease  of 
their  own  borough,  the  nnmberof  Con< 
serratira  magiBtratea  were  ao  inenaaad 
that  the  Liberals  were  now  in  the  minority. 
The  atatement  made  by  bis  noble  and 
learned  Friend  on  the  fbnnar  evening  went 
on  to  add,  that  it  bad  not  been  hia Inteit* 
tion  to  swamp  the  liberal  magistmtea  by 
an  overflow  (rf  Ctwaervativea,  but  father  to 
dilute  the  bodies  already  existing  1^  a  bir 
admixture  withtibe  Libeiila,  which,  in 
erviy  case,  he  found  to  constitute  the  greak 
majority.  Now,  that  statomeot  ef  fala 
noble  and  learned  Friend,  put  as  it  had 
been  by  him  in  his  nsoal  ^ila  manner,  waa 
calculated  to  produce,  and,  in  bet,  had 
produced,  a  very  great  nflect;  but  on 
examining  the  returns  more  doaely  it 
would  be  found  that  the  stateraenta  of  bla 
noble  and  learned  Friend  had  not  bem 
home  out  by  the  bet.  The  Liberal  ma- 
jority had  been  reversed  in  Batli,  ao  it  bad 
been  in  Chester,  and  in  one  or  two  otliCT 
places.  He  waa  anxious  to  direct  the  at- 
tention of  his  ntdde  and  learned  Friend  to 
those  particulaia  which  he  conceived  to  be 
at  variance  with  the  statementa  made  osin 
former  occauon.  His  complunt  was,  that 
about  300  magistrates  had  been  a«ated  by 
his  noble  and  learned  Friend  without  ra> 
fennce  to  any  public  body  as  to  the  fitneaa 
of  the  partiee  so  selected. 

The  Lord  CkanctHor  laid,  that  it  was 
very  irtsome  to  him  to  he  called  op  night 
tma  night  to  enter  into  exidanatiima  of 
ststemeola  made  by  him  with  respect  to 
particular  bsrou^a,  and  it  must  be  irk- 
some to  their  Lordships  to  sit  and  henr 
then  dry  detaila.  He  owned  that  be  oonid 
not  hut  admire  the  neacAolsaoe  of  bis 
noble  Friend,  who,  after  a  lame  tX  two  or 
three  weeka,  brot^t  forward  two  er  three 
cases  in  which  he  contended  that  the  p»- 
sition  of  tiie  Liberal  and  Conservative  ma> 
giateatea  bad  been  reversed,  and  the  aoajn- 
rity  taken  from  the  farmer  md  given  to 
the  latter.  In  thecnse  towbic^  themMe 
Marqueea  had  particularly  refined,  and  ef 
which  notice  lud  been  ginm,  he  trusted 
he  should  he  able  at  onoe  to  give  tr*Him- 
teryinfotmation.  Had  the  noble  Marqtss 
Mven  notice  ef  his  intmtion  of  hrii^;ing 
Bath  and  Chestsr  under  the  iimaJih  laliiai 
of  the  Hoitse,  ^  had  no  doubt  he  shonld 
bavs  been  able  to  have  given  an  ezplsan- 
tion  equally  aatinhctory ;  hut  it  was  lealfy 
too  moch  ent  of  142  boroagfas  to  call  span 
fasm,  without  pnvious  notice  to  gin  m 
neoount  of  tin  woMr  n  wUch  tlw  a^ 
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pointnimt*  had  been  made  in  one  or  two 
cues  selected  foi  the  purpose.  He  trusted 
lie  might  be  able  to  give  a  sntiefactory  ex- 
planation with  respect  to  Gateshead.  Be- 
fore he  did  so,  perhaps  their  Lordships 
would  allow  him  to  state  the  position 
in  which  miuisters  were  placed  when 
thejr  first  came  into  office.  There  were 
in  the  county  of  Durham  fire  very  popu' 
loui  boroughs,  Gateshead  was  one,  Sun- 
derland was  another,  Stockton-on-Tees 
was  a  third,  Durham  a  fourth,  and  lastly, 
there  was  die  populous  borough  of  South 
Shields.  Wonld  their  Lordships  credit  it 
without  further  evidence,  that  at  the  mo- 
ment they  came  into  office,  in  these  five 
bc»«ughB,  populous  as  they  were,  and  with 
■o  many  magistrates,  there  was  only  one 
Conservative  justice  of  the  peace  ?  Three 
of  these  boroughs  were  boroughs  made  by 
tlie  Reform  Bill,  and  the  whole  of  the  bo- 
ronghs  were  almost  exclusively  governed 
at  the  period  to  which  he  had  referred  by 
magistrates  of  thfl  same  party,  of  the  same 
principle^  and  of  the  same  politics  as  the 
nohle  Marquess.  Having  stated  this,  he 
would  explain  the  particular  case  of  Gates> 
head.  Gateabead  was  situated  in  an  ex- 
Inmely  populous  district,  requiring  a  great 
number  of  magistrates,  and  was  not  easily 
managed  by  sis  magistrates.  Of  these  six 
magistrates  one  was  a  Conservative  and  five 
were  in  the  Whig  interest.  Such  was  the 
example  set  him  by  the  noble  Marquess. 
Now  the  influence  of  magistrates  over  the 
elections  for  Members  of  Parliament  was 
br  no  means  inconsiderable.  They  exer- 
cised a  great  influence  in  the  licensing  of 
pnUic  houses,  and  what  would  their  Lcvd- 
ahipasay  when  be  told  them  that  the  noble 
Marquess's  friends  had  taken  care  that  the 
one  Conservative  magistrate  of  Gateshead 
should  have  do  influence  in  the  licensing 
of  public  houses?  It  so  happened  that 
this  one  Conservative  was  a  nrewer,  and 
his  profession,  by  law,  excluded  him  from 
all  participation  Jn  the  licensing  of  public 
houses.  As  Gateshead  was  a  veiy  po- 
pulous place,  they  [the  Ministers)  had 
considered  that  six  magistrates  were  not  a 
sufficient  number,  particularly  as  one  of 
them  rended  seven  miles  from  the  place. 
They  had,  therefore,  appointed  six  addi. 
tional  magistrates,  and  in  so  doing  they 
bad  readjusted  the  balance  between  the 
two  political  parties.  The  situation  of 
Gateshead,  moreover,  was  of  a  peculiar 
nature.  It  was  divided  only  by  the  river 
from  Newcastle,  so  that  the  two  towns 
night  W  said  to  form  only  ooe,  in  the 
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same  way  as  London  and  SootfavaA. 
Now,  in  Newcastle  there  had  been  oely 
one  Coniervatire  to  ten  whig  magislrates. 
The  noble  Marquess  was  a  cooeumnute 
actor.  A  remarkable  circumstance  hsd 
struck  him,  in  looking  over  the  tetimu 
which  had  been  laid  before  Parliament 
relative  to  this  subject.  On  a  forma 
evening  the  noble  Marquess  stated  u 
evidence  of  his  great  moderation  and  fi)r- 
bearance,  that  although  he  had  beM 
the  office  of  Secretary  fin  the  Hame 
Department  for  a  year  and  a  half  or 
two  rears,  he  had  not  during  that  time 
appointed  more  than  fifty  or  sixty  ma- 
gistrates. Why,  the  &ct  wasi  the  nobk 
Marquess,  on  entering  office,  fiHind  the 
bench  choke  full  of  Whigs  and  Radicals, 
and  he  had  no  occasion  to  exert  himself  is 
the  matter.  It  was  true,  that  the  noble 
Marquees  remained  quiet  for  a  long  period 
after  entering  upon  his  ofBce ;  but  whea 
did  he  first  begin  to  appoint  magistiatcs? 
It  was  important  that  their  Lordships 
should  look  to  that  point.  The  nobte 
Marquess  first  began  to  appoint  maiis. 
trates  about  the  end  of  May,  and  the  dis- 
solution of  Parliament  took  plaee  in  lbs 
middle  of  June.  The  appointments  were 
made  preparatory  to  that  event.  Eight 
magistrates  were  anpointed  in  Birming- 
ham, five  at  HarwitJi,  three  at  Northamp- 
ton, one  in  the  sacred  borough  of  Tauotim, 
five  at  Bridgenater,  and  three  at  Hastinga; 
in  every  one  of  which  boroughs  severe  tad 
active  contests  took  place  at  the  gcDenl 
election.  Thus  twenty-four  magistntes 
out  of  fifty  were  appointed  just  on  the  eve 
of  a  general  election.  Up  to  that  period, 
the  noble  Marquess  bad  stiud  his  hand, 
being  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  neces- 
sity to  appoint  fresh  magistrates  fiir  tbe 
performance  of  ordinary  magisterial  duties, 
out  then  he  all  at  once  appointed  twenty- 
four,  and  who  could  doubt  the  motive  of 
the  act?  When  he  spoke  of  motives,  lie 
meant  merely  party  motives;  he  did  not 
wish  to  carry  the  matter  further,  AAer 
these  appointments,  the  general  electim 
took  place,  and  nothing  farther  was  dope 
by  the  noble  Marquess  for  a  considersUe 
time.  Every  thing  that  could  be  donesi 
regarded  the  election  had  been  done;  but 
on  Uie  19th  of  August,  the  very  day  of  tlie 
meeting  of  Parliament,  when  the  fate  of 
the  Government  was  decided,  the  noble 
Marquess  began  to  renew  his  aetiritj. 
Then  was  the  time  for  the  Mioiiten  ta 
reward  their  partisans;  thev  felt  it  nece^ 
sary  to  make  the  most  of  tneir  time,  Mn 
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accordiDgl^  between  the  19th  of  Augu«t 
and  tbe  27th  of  that  mootli,  a  period  of 
eigbt  dsya,  how  ini.af  magistrates  did 
t^ir  Lordships  suppose  the  noble  Mar- 
quess created  ?  Only  thirty-three.  That 
made  up  the  number  of  fifty-seren  ap- 
pointed by  the  noble  Marquese  under  such 
drcumstaoces,  and  yet  the  ooble  Marquess 
took  credit  for  his  abetineace  and  foToear- 
ance !  How,  after  bavieg  pursued  such  a 
Gouneof  conduct,  the  noble  Marquess  could 
ha*e  ventured  to  renew  the  attack  upon 
him,  was  indeed  astonishing.  One  word 
more  with  respect  to  following  the  advice 
given  bv  the  town -councils.  It  was  all 
Ten-  well  to  follow  the  advice  of  those 
bodies  when  they  were  of  the  same  politics 
with  yourselves.  But  what  had  been  the 
conduct  of  the  late  Ministers  with  respect 
to  Poole?  This  was  a  case  to  which  he 
ought  to  have  referred  the  other  night? 
At  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Muui- 
dpal  Reform  Bill,  there  was  a  Conserva- 
tive town-council  in  Poole,  and  they  re- 
commended seven  peTSODS,aDd  very  proper 
penODs  they  were  too,  to  the  Secretary  for 
the  Home  Department,  to  be  appointed 
magistrates.  What  did  Lord  John  Rus- 
sell do  ?  He  rejected  every  one  of  them, 
and  he  appointed  six  Whig  or  Radical  ma- 
giatmtea,  and  one  Conservative.  Who 
was  the  Conservative?  It  was  quite  as- 
tonishing to  observe  with  whst  penpicacity 
this  single  exception  to  the  general  rule 
wis  ma£.  The  Conservative  appointed  by 
Lord  John  Russell  actually  voted  for  Sir 
J.  Byng  at  the  election.  Really  the  noble 
Marqnessought  to  be  cautious  in  meddling 
with  this  subject.  He  had  referred  to  only 
one  case  ;  but  he  could  assure  the  House, 
that  be  bad  a  whole  batch  of  them  at  hand, 
Su  utterly  untenable  was  the  position  which 
the  noble  Marquess  had  taken  up,  that  he 
could  not  even  guess  at  the  motives  which 
had  influenced  him  in  calling  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  aubject,  unless  it  was 
intended  as  a  piece  of  practical  irony.  The 
noble  Marquess  must  surely  have  intended 
to  say,  in  efiect,  "  Ah,  you  Ministers  do 
not  know  how  to  reward  your  partisans ; 
we  are  the  people  without  scruple,  without 
measure,  without  stint,  to  reward  and  sup- 
port those  who  adhere  to  us,  and  are  our 
partisans  in  pditics."  In  conclusion,  he 
must  axpress  a  hope  that  their  Lordships 
wonid  tninic  the  explanation  which  he  had 

S'ransatishctory,  andthat,  at  all  events,  if 
had  sinned,hiso%nce  was  scarcely  visible 
in  comparison  with  the  accumulated  mass 
of  sin  committed  bythelateGoverament, 
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The  Marquem  of  Mimtoniy  obterved, 
that  the  returns  before  the  House  contra- 
dicted the  statement  which  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  had  made,  no  doubt  on  mis- 
information, on  a  former  evening.  The 
noble  and  leaned  Lord  then  stated  dis- 
tinctly, that  in  no  case  had  he  reversed 
the  majority;  but  he  bad  stated  four  in- 
stances in  which  that  had  been  done,  and 
he  could  have  gone  further.  The  fiict  was 
admitted  with  respect  lo  Gateshead,  and 
if  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  had  looked 
to  Bath,  he  would  have  found  that  he  had 
been  deceived  by  the  information  on  which 
he  had  made  his  statement  on  a  former 
occasion.  As  to  what  the  noble  and  learn- 
ed Lord  called  the  accumulated  sins  of  the 
late  Government,  and  whst  had  happened 
during  the  last  month  oF  his  adminiatra- 
tlon  of  the  Home  Office,  he  utterly  denied 
and  repudiated  the  notion  that  he  had 
made  any  addition  to  the  magistracy  with 
a  view  to  the  election.  The  case  of  Bir- 
mingham had  nothing  to  do  with  the  elec- 
tion. After  the  riots  which  occurred  in 
that  town,  and  the  doubts  which  prevailed 
with  respect  to  the  validity  of  the  charter, 
many  of  the  magistrates  refused  to  act, 
and  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
due  administration  of  justice  to  appoint 
fresh  ones.  Bridgewater  was  a  similar 
case.  A  majority  of  the  m^strates  de- 
dined  to  act,  and  the  remaining  magia. 
trates  made  a  representation  to  the  Home 
Office,  stating  that  they  were  so  confined 
to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  of- 
fice that  they  could  not  stir  from  their 
homes,  and,  In  consequeoca,  additional 
magistratex  were  appointed  there.  At 
York,  also,  he  had  added  four  magistrates, 
ou  receiving  a  representation  that  the 
number  of  acting  magistrates  there  was 
insufficient.  But  had  he  in  that  case 
sought  to  advance  the  interests  of  the 
party  with  which  he  was  politically  con- 
nected? No;  he  sppolnted  two  U'higB 
and  two  Conservatives,  it  was  eaty  for 
the  nuble  Lord  to  state  that  such  rootivea 
had  influenced  the  appointments  generally ; 
bat  as  he  had  stated,  speaking  from  recol- 
lection merdy,  that  in  the  caaea  to  which 
he  had  referred  no  such  motives  had  regu- 
lated his  conduct,  their  Lordships  were 
bound  to  give  him  credit  fi>r  having  acted 
in  the  same  spirit  upon  other  occaaions. 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  had  been 
ileosed  to  suppose  that  he  bad  intended 
lis  interfeteoce  in  this  matter  as  a  piece 
of  practical  irony,  with  the  view  of  diow- 
'  the  present  Government  were 
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not  miffldentlf  nady  to  patnmise  tlieir 
frienils,  but  would  tbe  country  eotertaia 
thtt  opinion  nhen  thof  nw  that  the  pre- 
MDt  Administntion  had  appointed  np- 
mrdg  of  360  magutrates  of  one  porticuur 
clan  of  politic^  who  were  called  for  by  no 
neoesrity?  It  m!gbt  be  Tery  canTcnient 
fttr  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  to  assign 
particulMT  motlTes  for  the  appointments 
made  by  the  late  Ooremment,  and  to  re- 
c«ve  tbetr  Lotdahipa'  cbeera  for  doing  eo ; 
but  he  waa  not  afraid  of  any  >uch  motires 
being  imputed  to  them  by  the  public. 
The  country  would  perceive  that  he  had 
ailed  attention  to  a  rarcumstance  which 
it  wai  important  should  be  noticed,  name- 
ly, that  a  great  addition  had  been  made  to 
toe  ma^atncy  without  cooaulbation  with 
the  town^councila,  but  upon  private  coni- 
municationi  received  from  political  parti- 
■ana. 

The  £ord  Chantxllor  read  from  a  return 
tbe  names  of  placea  in  which  the  late  Oo- 
Temment  had  appointed  thirty-three  ma- 
giiiratea  between  the  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment ai^d  the  27th  of  Aapiit. 

The  MarqaeM  of  Londondtrry  was  sur- 
prised, that  after  what  transpired  on  this 
anbject  on  a  formar  erening,  the  noble 
Marquess  should  have  again  brought  it 
fiirward.  That,  however,  was  a  matter  of 
laate-  His  noble  and  learned  Friend  on 
the  Woolsack  had  properly  alluded  to  the 
accumulation  of  sins  on  tne  noble  Mar- 
qaess,  in  consequence  of  his  appointments 
of  borough  magistrates.  A  reference  to 
Sunderland  would  show  some  ground  for 
ibis  accumulation.  In  Sunderland  the 
ten  magistrates  were  all  Whigs,  and  Ibey 
would  not  grant  a  licenee  for  a  public- 
house  to  any  but  their  own  party.  In 
Gateshead  there  had  been  an  addition  of 
some  two  or  three  Conservatives,  but  still, 
taking  the  two  together,  the  balance  of 
both  parlies  would  be  found  equal.  With 
regard  to  the  county  of  Durham,  if  the 
noble  Marquess  challenged  (he  appoint- 
roenls  in  the  boroughs,  let  hioa  look  lo 
those  of  that  county.  Did  he  know  the 
Slate  of  that  county  with  respect  to  the 
inagiitracy  t  It  consisted  of  about  fifty 
nagiitrataB,  out  of  which  only  sixteen 
ware  CoDiitrativea  and  all  the  rest  were 
Wbwe.  H«  had  lately  received  a  eom> 
mnnication  fVsm  a  highly  respectable  gen- 
tleman atSooth  Shields  to  this  effect,  that 
the  borough  of  South  Shields  was  happily 
not  one  of  the  municipal  corporations; 
thM  ibe  SHgiitrates  waa  ncceMtrily  thoae 


of  tbe  county;  but  that  witb  a  popnlatimi 
of  35,000  inhabitants  there  was  only  one 
resident  magistrate;  that  that  magistrate 
waa  assisted  by  others  residing  in  tbe 
neighbourhood,  but  that  they  were  Wbiga, 
end  he  did  not  hesitate  to  declare  that 
the  Conservative  party  were  not  BnUs6ed 
with  such  a  state  of  the  magistracy.  That 
was  the  slate  of  the  county  of  Daibam, 
and  of  all  places,  that  was  tbe  lut  that 
the  noble  Marquess  should  have  choaen  sa 
the  subject  of  his  an  i  mad  vers!  ana.  Ha 
was  the  last  man,  too,  who  should  have 
made  lach  an  attack  on  that  (the  Mini^ 
terial)  side  of  the  House  with  regard  (o 
the  appointment  of  magistrates. 

The  Marquess  of  NontaHby  utterly  de> 
nied  all  the  impniationa  and  auspiciona  of 
the  noble  Marquess,  and  would  assert  that 
they  were  utterly  groundless  and  without 
foundation.  He  had  received  a  petitioa 
from  a  respectable  body  of  peraons,  who 
desired  him  to  present  it  to  their  Lord- 
ships, and  in  what  he  considered  to  be  the 
discharge  of  his  duly  he  did  present  it. 
But  he  would  not  allow^  the  noble  Mar- 
quess or  any  other  penou  to  throw  aoj 
imputation  upon  him  for  doing  that  which 
he  considsted  the  proper  diKnarge  of  hii 
duty. 

The  Marquen  of  Lmtdondtrri/  aaid,  ht 
thought  the  noble  Marquess  was  acting 
now  upon  information  ss  errooeooi  at  that 
he  had  acted  on  in  Ireland  ;  bat  tbe  noble 
Marquess  had  certainly  received  auch  a 
castigattou  that  he  doubted  whether  ha 
would  ever  touch  the  matter  again. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor  could  not  help  ex- 
pressing hb  unfeigned  disgust  at  tbe  mode 
of  appointing  the  magistracy  attributed  to 
his  noble  Friend,  and  admitted  and  de- 
fended by  the  noble  and  lesroed  Lord  ob 
tha  Woolsack.  He  knew  not  whetber  hie 
noble  Fdends  who  were  lately  in  office 
had  acted  in  the  way  imputed  to  them  by 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  Imt  it  they 
had,  and  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
could  justify  the  assertions  be  bad  made 
than  he  oould  only  say  that  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  ought  to  get  some  Friend  ia 
the  other  House  of  Parliament  to  impeach 
the  late  Administration.  Tbe  noble  aad 
learned  Lord  said,  that  the  appcuntmeBls 
were  made  for  election  purpoees,  and  to 
reward  friends  and  followers.  If  that  were 
so,  it  was  a  high  crime  and  misdeioeaooot ; 
and  if  the  noble  and  learned  Lord's  impn* 
talion  were  founded  on  facts,  aud  he  oooM 
bring  prooh  ef  it,  then  the  aeUe  nto 


/(joogle 


1945 


Appommmti^ 


{Afkil  29}        Samtgh  Mi^iratet.       1241 


iMrnei)  Lordo  aght  to  procnn  lome  peraon 
in  tbe  other  Hodk  to  get  up  article!  of 
impeachtneot  igaitist  hit  nobte  Friend 
below  him  (the  Harqueu  of  Normsnb;) 
and  Lord  J.  Ranell  for  their  conduct. 
But  he  would  go  further;  ha  could  not 
bat  etpreu  bU  aarpriH  at  tbe  line  taken 
bj  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  upon  this 
occaaion.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord 
bad  tbrowD  ont  imputBtioDi  againit  the 
late  QoTemment  for  the  mode  in  which 
they  had  acted ;  bat  he  jutUfied  the  pro< 
ceedingi  of  himielf  in  the  appointment  of 
magistrates  bj  the  example  of  hii  noble 
Friend,  tod  the  neceaaity  of  hafing  an 
equal  number  of  magiitratea  of  different 
politica  on  the  bench.  Now,  it  waa  not 
•aid,  that  any  magistrate  who  had  been 
appointed  had  actad  improperly,  and  he 
■bonld  have  thought,  that  before  other 
magiatratea  were  appointed,  the  inquiry 
ahoald  hare  been,  not  what  were  their 
polilici,  but  what  waa  their  conduct ;  not 
whether  they  were  Whig  or  Tory,  but 
whether  they  had  conducted  tbemaelTei 
properly,  and  with  sattafaction  to  the 
people.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord, 
however,  laid  nothing  upon  that  lubjecl. 
Bat  the  noble  Marquesa  who  Bpoke  laat, 
cxprenly  stated,  the  other  day,  and  it  wai 
atao  atated  in  the  letter,  part  of  which  the 
noble  Marqueaa  had  juit  read,  that  none 
of  the  magiatratea  of  whom  complaint  waa 
made,  became  they  were  not  ConierTa- 
livea,  had  auffered  their  politica  to  in- 
fluence their  conduct  on  the  bench.  Why, 
then,  were  they  to  be  arraigned  t  Or  why 
were  the  peraons  who  appointed  them  to 
be  arraigned  for  doing  to,  and  to  be 
charged  with  appointing  them  for  party 
purposea  ?  But  what  he  moat  deprecated, 
wai  Ibo  awt  of  jaatification  and  tbe  defence 
of  aach  conduct  laid  down  by  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  on  the  Wooliack.  It 
waa  the  last  that  aach  a  peraon  aa  the 
nobte  and  learned  Lord,  in  the  litnation 
which  he  filled,  ought  to  lolerate^it  waa 
the  one  he  ought  moat  to  abjure;  it  wai 
contrary  to  every  principle  of  juatice. 
Having  heard  tha  apeech  from  the  noble 
and  learoed  Lonl,  be  conld  not  refrain 
fratn  pmtiog  in  one  word  for  the  pwple  of 
Eogland,  and  to  prateat  againat  tha  idea 
that  Jnttice  waa  to  be  adminiatered,  not 
by  fit  peraona,  qualified  by  their  bcha- 
vwnr,  good  condnct,  or  general  demeanonr 
in  the  aituation  of  magitlratei,  but  in  con< 
aaqnence  of  tbeir  politica.  He  proteated 
■gaiut  tba  doctrine,  ai  aoat  improper. 


and  one  that  waa  likely  to  produce  diaap* 
probation  amongst  the  people  a*  to  tht 
mode  of  administering  jnatioe  ia  this 
country. 

Tbe  Earl  of  Warwick  aaid,  that  with 
respect  to  the  licensing  of  public<hoa«es, 
the  magistrates  having  been  appointed  aa 
political  agents  themselveSi  could  not  be 
found  fault  with  for  the  honwa  they  li- 
conaed.  In  the  town  in  which  he  hiniielf 
lived,  there  had  not  been,  aince  tbe  Hbi 
nicipal  Corporation  Act,  a  aingle  house 
licensed  that  had  not  belonged  to  one 
party.  That  operated  in  the  atrongeat 
manner.  Tbe  town  of  Birmingham  had 
been  mentioned;  now  in  that  borough, 
under  the  Municipal  Bill,  there  were  ap- 
pointed twenty-five  borough  magiatratea, 
of  whom  four  were  Conaervativea,  one  waa 
doubtful,  end  theiolher  twenty  were  libe- 
rals. To  Coventry  twelve  magistrates  had 
been  given  ;  rather  an  over- proportion  j 
and  how  were  they  divided  f  Every  ons 
waa  a  Liberal,  The  next  town  waa  War- 
wick; there,  out  of  aix  nE^atratea,  five 
were  Liberala,  and  only  one  Conservative. 
At  Slratford-on-Avon,  there  ware  two 
Liberals  and  one  neutral.  But  what  vraa 
the  state  of  the  oounly  of  Warwick  when 
tbe  present  Admioiatration  same  into 
office?  How  many  did  their  Lordshipa 
think  were  ConMrvative  magistrates  ^ 
Out  of  upwards  of  forty,  there  waa  but 
one. 

The  Marqaeaa  of  Norvuaiig  said,  the 
noble  Bail  who  had  just  spoken,  had 
charged  the  magistrates  of  Warwick  with 
giving  liceocea  expressly  to  people  of  tbeir 
own  political  opinions ;  but  be  wished 
to  aik  Uie  noble  Earl  whether  he  had 
ever  ascertained  that  that  was  really  the 
factT 

The  Esrl  of  Warwick  observed,  that  it 
was  very  easy  for  tbe  magiitratea  to  say  to 
different  applioaota  for  licence)  that  tncj 
thought  (uoh  a  man  waa  better  than  an- 
other. 

The  Marquesa  of  Normanby  aaid,  be 
had  been  char|:ed  with  appmotins;  magi*, 
trates  at  particular  periods  ;  but  he  could 
only  say,  that  he  appointed  them  when 
representations  were  made  to  him  1^ 
town-councils  of  the  necessity  for  mora 
magiatraies  for  the  admiaiatralion  of  jus- 
tice, and  be  did  think  that  be  should 
bava  departed  from  his  duly  if  he  had 
been  gnided  by  any  prospective  faeliag  of 
the  duration  of  the  Government,  or  if 
be  had  Mt  doM  Ibat  which  it  *•■  tb- 
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vioml;  his  duty  to  do  by  appoiotiag  ma- 
gistratei. 

The  Duk«  of  Wellingtm  uid,  that  in 
conieqnence  of  what  had  fallen  from  the 
noble  Earl  on  the  other  aide,  he  thought 
it  right  to  call  the  attention  of  ibeir  Lord- 
•hips  to  what  fail  ooble  and  learned  Friend 
had  stated  upon  thii  subject  tome  evenings 
ago.  Hii  noble  and  learned  Friend  stared 
then,  that  having  found  on  examining  the 
lists  of  magistrates  that  they  had  been  ap- 

E'nted  generally  on  party  principles,  he 
I  considered  it  hii  duly  to  remedy  that 
evil,  and  inconvenient,  ai  it  undoabtedly 
was,  becatise  there  waa  no  doubt  that, 
however  well  a  man  might  conduct  him- 
self in  perfoiming  fail  duties  ai  a  magia- 
tiale,  yet  ihere  was  a  decided  majority  on 
one  tide,  and  that  it  shook  the  confidence 
which  the  people  bad  in  the  ad  miniat ration 
of  justice ;  his  noble  and  learned  Friend 
stated,  that  he  had  reviewed  those  iisti  of 
magislratei,  and  thought  it  his  duty  to 
place  them  more  nearly  upon  an  equality 
with  respect  to  party  than  they  had  been 
theretofore ;  but  hii  noble  and  learned 
Friend  aaid,  that  in  no  instance,  to  the 
beat  of  hia  recollection,  bad  he  made  any 
sudden  change  in  the  party  who  had  the 
najority  in  the  corporation!  which  be  had 
under  hia  reviaal.  Under  those  circnm- 
sttneei,  he  mnit  aay,  that  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend  had  not  rendered  himself 
liable  to  the  attack  made  on  him  by  the 
noble  Earl  on  the  other  aide.  He  thought 
it  right  10  call  their  atientton  to  what 
his  noble  and  learned  Friend  itated,  to 
show  that  he  did  not  deaerre  that  charge 
made  agaioat  him.  The  noble  Mar- 
quess  said,  that  his  noble  and  learned 
Friend  had  not  acted  eaacily  in  (he  way 
laid  down  in  former  inatances.  He  was 
not  aoflSciently  informed  to  know  how  the 
matter  atood  in  the  particular  cases  men- 
tioned by  the  noble  Marquess,  but  this  he 
muit  say,  that  his  noble  and  learned  Friend 
was  not  liable  to  be  charged  with  having 
established  the  appointment  of  magistrales 
on  party  principles ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
had  endeavoured  to  establiih  in  that 
House  the  principle  of  the  appointment 
of  magistrates  for  the  performance  of  a 
duty ;  and  so  little  for  party  principles  ai 
this,  that  he  was  cautious  not  to  make  too 
andden  a  change  of  the  party  who  hap- 
pened to  have  the  majority  in  the  corpo- 
rationa  to  which  he  had  directed  hia  atten- 
tion. 

The  Lord  CkmtctUor  sMd,  that  if  the' 
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noble  Earl  bad  been  present  on  the  othar 
evening,  be  would  hare  heard  him  quote 
on  that  occasion  the  opinion  of  a  noble 
Baron  now  no  more,  wfaoae  opiniona  were 
always  held  in  that  House  in  the  greatot 
respect,  and  also  the  opinion  of  bis  noble 
Friend  who  had  lately  occupied  the  Wocri- 
BBck.  He  stated  that  those  opinions  were 
the  guide  of  his  conduct  with  respect  to 
the  magistracy,  and  that  he  had  acted  in 
strict  conformity  with  them.  Aa  the  noUe 
Karl  waa  not  present  he  would  quote  than 
again,  and  it  ahould  be  observed  that  it 
naa  witli  reference  to  »  similar  queatiDB 
that  they  had  been  expressed.  The  lata 
Lord  Holland  said — 

"  The  real  responsibility  of  appointing  ma- 
^iatnles  reals  with  tha  Lard  Chancellor,  and 
It  ii  the  duty  of  that  high  fuuctjonaiy  to  re< 
command  onl^  fuch  pertooi  as  be  deemi  duly 
qualified  to  discharge  the  important  duiie*  re-  ~ 
posed  in  lliem.  I  do  not  mean  to  impngn  the 
motives  or  question  the  actions  of  men  of  anj 
polilical  party;  but,  in  common,  I  believa, 
with  the  great  mats  of  the  country,  I  think,  if 
of  one  particnlar  clasa  alona  are  admitted 
is  important  office,  though  justice  iiself 
may  not  ba  corrupted,  (he  admin istraiioa  of  it 
may  be  subject  to  doubt  and  luspicion." 

His  noble  and  learned  Friend  expressed 
himself  in  terms  more  decided ;  he  said^ 
It  ii  roy  opinion  (diis  he  read  in  tlie  pr** 
sence  of  his  noble  and  laamed  Friend^  that 
there  ihonid  be  an  admixture  of  the  opinions 
of  both  partiei." 

And  that  was  said  in  vindicating  him- 
self when  he  was  attacked  in  reference  to 
hia  appointment  of  magietrates. 

Lord  Litford  said,  that  the  late  Lord 
Holland  not  only  had  the  opinion  juat 
quoted  by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord, 
bat  alwayi  acted  upon  it. 

The  Earl  of  RadMir,  in  reply,  said  he 
agreed  in  all  that  waa  reported  to  have 
been  said  by  the  two  noble  Lords,  and  he 
wished  that  those  opinion!  had  alwaya 
been  conformed  to. 

Lord  Whaiticliffe  said  it  wai,  in  his 
opinion,  very  inconvenient  that  queations 
should  arise  in  that  House  respecting  the 
appointment  of  magistrates,  It  should 
always  be  assumed,  that  a  magistrate 
would  act  independently:  he  had  sworn 
to  do  10,  and  it  should  be  assumed  that  he 
would  do  so.  But  his  noble  and  learned 
Friend's  defence  was  this — that  he  found 
when  be  came  into  office  that  the  late  Mi- 
nistry had  filled  the  bench  with  persons 
holding  their  own  political  opinions.  The 
noble  Earl  opposite  had  asked,. if  there -^ 
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bid  been   any  complsinta? 


{April  39}        EUetton  Petitiwi. 


Although 
there  might  not  have  been  any  from  ihe 
town-council,  there  had  been  coraplainti 
from  penoni  io  the  places  where  the  per- 
NQi  acted,  and  there  did  grow  up  au 
opioion  in  tboie  places  that  justice  waa 
not  fairly  adminiilered ;  and  it  was,  there- 
fore, the  duty  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  lo 
reform  the  bench,  and  to  gi*e  people  a 
conBdencein  the  administrailon  ofjutttce. 
He  acknowledged  to  have  made  the  mo- 
lion  to  which  Lord  Holland  had  alluded, 
aod  he  did  it  as  a  warning.  He  saw  that 
the  Miniitere  were  filling  the  bench  with 
theii  own  adherents,  and  when  Lord  John 
Ruaaelt  avowedly,  in  the  other  boase,  said 
he  would  do  it,  he  took  the  opportunity  of 
protesting  against  it. 
Ditcutsioo  at  an  end, 

FoBiiGS  Fbdit.]  The  Earl  of  Win- 
ehUtea  presented  a  petition  from  East 
Kent,  against  the  proposed  dnty  on  fo- 
leign  frnit  in  the  tariff.  Where  it  was 
clear  that  an  act  of  injustice  was  about  to 
be  committed  by  the  Legislsture,  it  was 
ita  bounden  duty,  when  the  eril  was 
pointed  out,  to  retrace  their  steps.  The 
only  ground  on  which,  in  his  opinion,  pro- 
tection'should  be  given  to  any  interest, 
was,  when  it  could  be  fairly  shown  that 
individuals  bad  been  induced  by  legis. 
lative  interference,  to  invest  their  capital 
in  a  particular  branch  of  trade.  The  ave- 
rage price  of  culinary  apples  for  the  last 
eight  or  nine  yeara  wa*  3(.  4d.  the  bushel, 
and  for  the  last  two  years,  alnce  the  re- 
duction of  the  duty,  2s.  6d.  The  expense 
of  bringing  this  fruit  lo  market  was  not 
less  than  li.  &!.,  which  left  Is.  1  Off.  for 
gathering,  tithei,  and  all  the  other  ex- 
penies.  He  asked,  whether  the  public 
had  any  right  to  complain  of  such  a  price. 
The  best  proof  they  had  not  was,  that  no 
petition  was  ever  presented  against  the 
price  at  which  apples  were  sold.  If 
foreign  fruit  were  let  in  at  6d.  a  bushel; 
the  greater  part  of  the  orchards  in  Kent 
must  be  thrown  out  of  cultivation,  and 
men  who  had  invested  their  capital  under 
Government  security,  that  the  protection 
to  it  would  be  continued,  most  be  ruined. 
The  petitioners  did  not  ask  for  prohibi- 
tion, but  for  a  fair  return  on  the  capital 
which  they  had  expended.  The  increase 
of  smuggling  under  the  new  law  must  be 
immense. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor  had  a  word  or  two 
toaayon  the  subject  of  apples.  Pratectioa 
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was  reduced  four  yeara  ago,  and  the  noble 
Earl  opposite  was  labouring  for  the  reim- 
positioo  of  that  protection.  The  very 
same  predictions  were  indulged  in  by  the 
central  committee  of  tl)e  apple  trade,  in 
a  circular  which  they  issued  at  that  time, 
as  those  which  the  noble  Earl  now  so 
ihemenlly  enforced.  Yet,  by  this  docu- 
ment, it  was  shown  that  the  price  of  applea 
had  fallen  under  the  former  high  duty, 
from  IQt.  6d.  to  2i.  4el.,  and  the  noble 
Earl  bad  slated  that  the  price,  nnder  the 
reduction  of  duty,  had  risen  to  2i.  6d.  This 
certainly  was  no  strong  inducement  to 
place  implicit  credit  in  all  the  assertions 
which  the  parlies  interested  made,  as  lo 
the  effects  which  a  reduction  of  duty  must 
have  on  their  trade.  He  did  not  think  the 
Government  had  gone  far  enough  with 
regard  to  this  article ;  for  their  raeasuia 
must  have  the  effect  of  trebling  the  pro- 
tection in  some  cases.  He  could  only  ac- 
count for  this  departure  from  the  principle 
of  the  tariff  by  the  reasons  giTen  by  one 
Gentleman  to  another,  as  they  recently 
travelled  in  a  diligence  in  Holland,  and 
which  had  been  told  him  by  a  gentleman 
who  did  not  belong  to  either  House  of 
Parliament.  "  I  can't  understand,"  said 
one  of  theae  gentlemen,  "  the  principle  on 
which  this  tariff  is  framed.  You  have 
taken  the  duty  off  onions  and  raised  that 
on  apples."  "  Oh,"  replied  his  companion, 
"  the  reason  of  that  is,  that  there  is  a  gen- 
tleman, named  KoatchbnII,  in  the  Go- 
vernment, who  lives  in  a  part  of  the 
county  ctdled  Kent,  where  a  great  many 
apples  are  grown." 
Petition  laid  on  the  Table. 

ELBcnoN  Pbtitions.]  Lord  Brougham 
said,  that  as  several  reports  liad  been 
made  as  connected  with  the  general  no- 
tice which  he  bad  given  last  Session,  ha 
would  now  put  off  bis  notice  till  Monday 
next,  when  he  would  certainly  bring  it 
forward.  At  the  same  time,  ha  must  state 
that  he  had  looked  in  vain  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  other  House  for  a  compliance 
with,  or  an  indication  of  a  compliance 
with,  an  important  provision  of  the 
Bribery  Act  which  their  Lordships  had 
passed  in  the  last  Session  of  Parliament. 
He  had  looked  in  vain  for  a  compliance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  act  in  the  pn> 
ceedingi  of  several  committees  which  bad 
reported  on  the  subject  of  bribery.  They 
had  reported  against  the  sitting  Membera 
in  certain  cases,  and  they  had  been  un- 
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sMted  OD  the  gnHind  of  lit? ing  been  k* 
turned  by  bribery.  A  clnute  in  the  act 
diiwcled)  \a  retpect  to  theae  conmitteei, 

"  And  alio  that  they  shall  report  whether  o 
not  it  (hall  haT«  been  proved  that  luch  bri- 
bery ihall  have  been  ooniBitltd  with  ibe 
kdiinMge  uid  ceuHBt  of  the  littiiig  Uevber 
or  caiMiidate ." 

It  might  be  that  tbe  leport  on  thii  ptrint 
did  not  appear  on  lbs  votei,  but  he 
thooght  it  wai  indiipenaably  neceiaary 
that  it  tbould  lo  appear.  This  dauae  had 
been  retained  in  tha  bill  by  their  Lord- 
ahipa,  and  a  moet  inportant  ctause  it  wm. 
It  enacted,  ihat  election  commiiteea  ahould 
receive  oTideoce  of  the  whole  matter  of 
the  allegation  of  bribery,  without  the  nc- 
ceaiity  of  previoualy  proeiag  ageney ; 
nay,  more,  it  directed  that  the  eonmittee 
ahould  report  separately  and  dielinctly  oo 
tbe  facu  of  bribery.  Tbb  iBTolved  mwt 
than  a  genetal  charge  of  bribery. 

Their  Loidtbipa  wtjonrMd  till  Monday. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

Fridgf/,  April  39, 1842. 

Himnu]    Hav  Tirt.— In  W^diB,  la  tm  timi  of 

J.  N.  Wlpd.  Dh  CkUUn  IIil>dnd*i' 
BiuA     PsMtt—l-'    FlBM  ud  Rtaamim  (Witai  nd 

ChaUn). 


Co*.  Sdul^  KUro«Mt— ,  Bo*.  Dtwwn,  ItaDJocMt  ot 
Kltmon,  ud  oUwr  plien,  ttmkmt  lb»  [»—>(  3)tt 
BdmUn  |Inte«.— By  Mr.  OtMObr  Oan,  Mi. 


Hon  oCax  DMir 
Sbm— By  Hi.  WiltoM, 
Datr  oath*  EXpoiWlaa 
baa  CttUtBwn,  a»  a»  Hiyiil  ef  ttw  CW*kW«'~JT 
rt  (liiiiBiw  &an  CluH«»  ex  Urn  iiundiw- 


uioriiM 
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WatftN.  QiliaJtj,  Xnfoat  (6atar).  K.  l»M%.  Wmf 
liiiigh.atf  Bwiikk.  wabat  lb*  PnMitT  KK"- ma> 
-       -  r.art  oOMr  jlai.  wAa 


SoUTRAHPTOH      ElBCTIOK     CoMMtT- 

TEK.]  Mr.  T&er^n-  begged  ta  vk  (be 
chatfman  of  the  Soutbatnptoo  election 
coomitiee.  wbetbet  it  «u  hU  intenticw  let 
make  any  motion  that  cveoing  with  K*PKt 
to  the  wiineu  in  cuttody  nftoed  Wiluwa 
RouH  MabeOD. 

Mr.  iIe(^iaji(oAiaid,  that  Ia*t  night  ba 
had  declared  bis  nilliogneas,  if  ai^- 
thing  shotild  occiv  to  clear  up  the  tran^ 
action  in  which  tbe  witneu  WiUiam. 
Rouse  Mabson  had  been  concerBed  wiilit 
respect  to  the  fiepen  SLod  docunenU  not 
proiducetl  by  hij»  before  the  ounnUtee. 
to  moH  tbsht  be  be  dischaigecU  It  Bp> 
peared,  that  aa  w  inducemeDt  to  (bUo« 
this  course,  hopea  had  been  held  out  thtai 
these  parties  would  be  brought  befoie  tJM 
committee,  one  of  nhon,  it  was  itgted, 
was  tixe  person  «hq  had  delivered  bb  the 
papers.  He  had  Gommunicated  with  tbe 
aolicilors,  who  had  proposed  the  bringing 
forward  of  these  parties  lo  see  if  whu  vh 
■aid  was  true ;  but  aa  notluog  tatigf^ciocy 
had  resulted,  he  should  not  be  diichatg^nf 
his  duty  if  he  were  to  say  otherwiie  thm 
that  he  could  not  move  bt  the  diachatn 
of  the  witoeat  at  present,  howeTcr  much  m 
might  regrat  the  circumatances  by  which 
the  witness  woiUd  be  con&oed  for  three 
days  more. 

Mr.  Thtsigtr  gave  notice,  that  at  tbe 
next  meeting  of  ihe  House,  be  sboojd  movei 
that  Willttm  Rouse  Mabson  be  d^barged 
from  tbe  custody  of  the  Se^aat-at-Arvftt 


B9ASILS.]     Mr.  MiUtP  CUhnm  wUwi) 

make  an  inquiry  of  the  right  hon.  Bl^  ' 

ronet  at  the  hasdof  b«r  Majeety's  O^fem-  J-^  ■ 

iBent,.onaque8tioBregardiivoiunUtMi»..,  by  V^jOOQIC 
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vaUii  tb«  Biaiils.    The  right  koi.  Baronst   had  puted  bcttieea  tba  tno  governuenla, 
bad  given  the  conntry  to  undersUod  that    but  as  yet  thia  had  led  la  no  reuU. 


his   chier,  if  not  his  osly  olyection  to  a 
reduction  of   the  duty  on  sugar,  was  the    queetioo 
fw  i^at  he  ibould  by  w  doing  encourage    be  ' 


Viscount  Palmsnfoa  wished  to  put  a 
the  right  boa,  Baroaei,  which 
it  would  be  in  his  ponec  to 


tb*  ri«*e-tred«  in  the  Brtiila,  aad  be  had    answer.     He  was  well  awan,  that  it  waa 


Dftderstged  the  right  hvo.  Baiotut 
that  if  he  had  not  felt  embarrassment  by 
the  slave-tmde  ()uetfioD,  he  aboold  ha.*e 
felt  it  his  duty  to  propose  a  considet^Q 
rediwuioD.  in,  the  duty  on  «ugu  inusedi- 
4t«Iy]  but  thai  ha  bad  voidgne  lo  be- 
CAM*  ha  thftwkt  it  might  tend  to  render 
abortive  the  eSirts  thai  her  Hajealy's  Go- 
vemneot  were  atakiag  to  restrain  slavery. 
Now,  he  wished  to  a^  the  right  boa.  Ba- 
rgset  whether,  at  the  present  raoment,  he 
was  makiiDg  any  decided  eSbrt  to  resiraiu 
slavery  in  the  Brazils;  and  inasmuch  as 
there  wa^  at  present  existing  a  treaty  be- 
tween this  country  and  the  Brazils,  ntaking 
the  Slave-trade  fliegal,  and  declaring  it 
pitacyt  and  binding  the  Brazilian  govern- 
BUDt  to  diMOumge  the  importation  of 
slavat  into  th«  Brazils,  he  was  desirous  of 
koQwiag  if  the  right  boo.  Baronet  were 
piefBiM  to  eikftuce  that  treaty  i  He  was 
ViB  deiitons  of  knowbg  if  tl>e  British 
Qaveronieat  and  the  Bratiljftn  ^overn- 
soant  bad  come  to  any  undierstaoding  re- 
Ktinc  the  period  of  the  terniaation  of 


ot^ectiotiable  to  ask,  and  improper  to  state, 
the  nature  or  propositions  which  were  in 
discussion  between  the  Govercunent  of 
Great  Britain  and  a  foreign  govern- 
ment :  and  therefore  in(]uiry  upon  such 
subject  oi^ht,  in  general,  to  be  met  by  a 
refusal.  But  queitions  relating  to  slave- 
trade  treaties  were  not  subject  to  the  ge- 
neral rule  in  that  respect.  He  had  him- 
self never  made  any  diEGculty  in  stating 
the  nature  of  negotiations  entered  into 
from  time  to  time  with  other  countries, 
with  a  view  to  the  more  effectual  sapprea- 
■ion  of  the  slave-trade.  He  did  not  know 
whether  the  right  boo.  Baronet  would  feel 
equally  at  liberty  to  give  him  the  informa- 
tion which  he  was  about  to  aak.  He 
wished  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
what  the  nature  was  of  those  further  sti- 
pulations which  had  been  proposed  to  the 
Government  of  the  Brazils  with  a  view  to 
the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade?  and 
whether  they  would  give  Great  Britain  in- 
creased powers  of  sciion,  or  whether  they 
were  merely  engagements  to  be  executed 


the  tjiuXj  of  coauaercft  SQwr  siibaistiDg  |  by  the  BraziUao  government  ?    He  should 


balween  the  two  countriesl 

Siv  B.  PwL  nplied,  tb«t  her  HB>uty'l. 
GmeruneiLt  mm  aln^*  fn^vitA  tit  ful- 
fil their  fniagenenU  viiti  6)ra$n  nations, 
nod  (if  nq«i(e  ^ai  otbapoatiow  ahotild 
fulfil  tbw  MMgasaeato  with  this  G«italiy , 
Hci;    M^esty^i    Qovtcniawit    cout4  aot 


be  glad  to  fltid  that  increased  powers 
were  given  to  our  ctuizers  engaged  id  the 
inppression  of  the  slave-trade  j  bat  he 
was  sorry  to  say  that  he  should  not  at- 
tach much  importance  to  any  additional 
engagements  into  which  the  Brazilian  go- 
vernment might   enter,  relative    to    the 


to  aay  nadsrstandtBg  with  th«  Go-  .  question  of  slavery  and  the  slave-trade. 
vetnKMRt  of  the  Bruiia  respecltng  the  |  Sir  Robert  Peel  very  much  doubted 
jgnoi  «f  tb»  axpiratlea  of  the  presaat  { whether  the  noble  Lora,  if  in  office, 
tMttty.  The  noUe  Loid,  the  late  Secre- 1  would  have  answered  such  a  question. 
Urf  for  the  Foieign  Departnent,  had  ^  I  He  had  too  high  an  opinion  of  the  noble 
waya  CMtMded,  and  tw  thought  jnslly  ;  Lord's  discretion  and  good  sense,  to  be- 
Mwtended,  that  the  treaty  would  not  ex>  lieve  upon  any  other  authority  than  his 
pire  aatit  NonmhM,  1814,  ami  that  was  '  own  that  he  wonid  answer  such  a  ques- 
tha  view  eaieftiUDed  by  her  Majesty's  Go*  tion.  Her  Majesty's  Government  bad 
veraMcwt.  The  govemnent  of  Brazila  I  made  a  communication  with  the  Brazil- 
waseof  adiiereMOpinion.andcentended,  I  tBR  government  generally  upon  the  eub- 
thai  lh«  treaty  wouhl  expire  in  Noveaiber  i  iect  of  slavery  and  tbe  slave-trade,  but 
•f  the  present  year.  CoMmimieatioaa  had  !  had  not  yet  bad  an  opportnoity  of  receiv- 
taheti  plaoe  on  the  subject,  bet  he  was  '  ing  an  answer. 
not  ahM  to  sa^  that  the  govexnsDent  of  the  j 

Brezili  acquiesced  in  the  conitmction  Bdsihbss  op  the  Housz.]  Sir  R, 
placed  Vj  her  Majesty's  Government  on  '  Peel,  after  briefly  elluding  to  the  state  of 
that  treaty.  With  respect  to  the  subject  public  business,  and  to  what  he  con- 
of  the  lestniniDg  laore  effectually  the  I  ceived  wonld  most  promote  the  eonveni- 
stert-Mida  »()wBmib,raMnHicfttiefi«  eneeef  the  Hoate,  nored,  '*That  after 
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all  pRTliM  bbjectiof  to  tlis  alte»tkH»  i 
the  Uriff. 
HotioD  agreed  to^ 


iSooity,  tbe  6th  May  next,  ordera  of  the 
day  ihall  have  precedence  over  notices  of 
motion!  on  Tuesdays,  lo  long  aa  the  pro- 
perty-lax and  tariff  ahall  remaiD  noder 
coniideralioD."  He  hoped  that  they  would 
not  be  objecied  to  by  the  Geotleaien  who 
had  fixed  noticea  of  laotton  for  Tueaday, 
-the  lOlh. 

Mr.  John  O'Conttell,  whoie  motion 
respecting  the  grievances  of  Calholici  in 
the  navy  siood  for  thai  day,  declared  that 
he  had  no  diiposilioa  to  thwart  the  ar- 
rangement proposed  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet.  He  should  be  quite  ready  to 
postpone  his  motion  till  the  following 
Thursday. 

Lord  Jokn  Russell  was  quite  ready  to 
agreee  to  the  motion  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  which  he  thought  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  great  advantage  to  the  public. 
He  was  glad  to  find  that  his  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  J.  O'Connell)  had  consented  to  waive 
his  motion  for  the  10th  of  May.  In  re- 
gard to  the  Sudbury  case,  he  hoped  there 
would  not  be  any  objection  on  the  part  of 
the  House  to  the  rootioQ  for  leave  lo 
bring  in  the  bill;  but  he  conceived  they 
would  require  more  evidence  lo  be  given 
before  they  covld  come  to  a  decision  on 
that  case.  While  he  was  addressing  the 
House  on  the  motion  of  the  right  boo. 
Baronet,  he  would  take  the  opportunity 
of  refeniog  to  the  imputations  which  had 
been  cast  upon  them,  in  regard  to  the  de- 
lay which  had  been  occasioned  in  the 
progress  of  the  tariff  and  property-lax. 
Daring  ihe  discussion  on  the  Corn-bill, 
ihey  were  told  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
that  the  adjournments  of  the  debate  were 
productive  of  great  inconvenience,  and 
that  hon.  Members  ought  not,  therefore, 
to  persist  in  addressing  the  House  on  ihe 
■object.  Now  he  understood  that  the 
Corn>bill  was  passed  in  the  House  of 
Lords  on  Friday  last,  and  that  it  had  only 
received  the  Royal  assent  this  day.  A 
whole  week,  therefore,  had  been  losi ;  not 
on  any  ditcussion  or  amendmeuts,  but 
merely  because  the  commission  had  not 
been  able  to  ait  until  lo.day.  In  regard  to 
the  tariff,  he  thought  that  the  Government 
had  very  properly  given  the  parties  iuter- 
ested  an  opportunity  of  being  beard,  and 
although  this  had  caused  a  great  delay, 
he  was  glad  to  hear  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
declare  that  his  only  object  in  granting 
this  delay,  was  in  order  that  he  might  give 
the  fullest  consideration  to  the  ioietests  of 


Imcomb-tas.]  On  the  motion  of  th« 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  Houae 
went  into  committee  on  the  locome-tax 
Bill. 

Upon  schedule  D  being  put,  aa  fol- 
lows;— 

"  Upon  the  annual  profits  or  gsini  aiiaing 
or  accruing  to  any  person  reiidiug  in  Great 
Brilain,  from  aoy  kind  of  property  whatever 
wlietber  situate  in  Great  Britain  or  elsewhere, 
or  from  any  profeuion,  trade,  employment,  or 
vocation,  whether  the  same  ihall  be  respec- 
tively carried  on  in  Great  Britain  or  elsewtiere, 
there  shall  be  charged  yearly  for  every  20s. 
of  ibe  amount  of  such  profits  or  gains  the  siun 
oSld." 

Mr.  Sharnutn  Cramford  rose  to  mon 
that  the  words,  "or  ^m  any  profeaaioa 
or  trade,  employment  or  vocation,"  be  ex- 
punged. Under  present  circumstaooea,  he 
considered  that  the  commercial  and  maon- 
&cturiag  interests  had  a  fair  claim  of  ex- 
emption from  this  tax.  He  would  isot 
again  detail  the  distress  under  whidi  th«j 
suffered ;  but  he  could  not  help  reminding 
the  House  that  they  had  paraed  a  hill  Tor 
the  purpose  of  keeping  up  the  price  of 
corn,  and  he  could  not  but  think  that  the' 
distresses  of  the  commercial  and  manubc- 
turing  claasee  were  produced  in  a  greater 
or  less  degree  by  the  Corn-laws.  TheM 
com  duties  were  imposed  for  the  benefit  of 
a  particular  clase— the  landed  intereat; 
and  so  long  as  they  had  that  special  benefit 
they  ought  to  beer  that  proportioB  of  the 
Income-tax.  He  knew  it  would  be  aaid 
that  these  proposed  exceptions  would  create 
a  deficiency,  but  that  might  amply  be 
made  up  by  extending  the  probate  aatj  to 
all  kinds  of  property,  reid  as  well  aa  per- 
sonal. His  great  Mgection  to  the  present 
bill  was  the  inquiaittnial  nature  of  ita  en- 
actments. He  did  not  contend  for  the 
entire  exemption  of  incomes  derived  from 
manufactures,  but  he  thought  the  Mr 
proportion  of  taxation  might  be  levied  oa 
them  in  another  way.  Why  not  tax  them 
in  proportion  to  the  rents  which  they  paid 
for  their  premises?  Great  evils  would 
arise  to  the  commercial  ioterest  &om  iodi- 
viduals  engaged  in  it  being  called  on  to 
make  a  disclosure  of  their  afieirs.  He 
considered  a  tax  on  property,  or  on  the 
income  derived  from  property,  aa  the  best 
of  all  taxes  ;  but  when  it  was  extended  to 
the  profits  derived  from  trade,  it  was  maoi- 
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«t  this  time  be  contend  5  per  cent.,  that 
amount  of  upit&l  would  produce  I0OI.  t- 
year,  and  tlie  tax  ought  to  apply  to  the 
150^  and  not  to  the  3,000/.  But  it  waa 
proposed  to  tax  those  two  incomes  at 
the  mme  late.     Was    this    hirt     That 


feitly  UDJuit.  The  hon.  Member  for  Bath 
(Hr,  Roebuck)  had  a  tnotioo  on  the  paper 
for  a  reduction  in  the  per  centage  of  the 
tax  on  profits  derired  from  trade.  He 
would  support  that  motioD,  dthough  it  did 
itot  remore  the  great  objection  which  he 
felt  to  taxing  profits  derived  from  trades 
m  professions.  He  then  begged  to  more 
the  ominiaD  of  the  words,  "  or  from  any 
prolemoii,  trade,  employment,  or  vo- 
cation." 

Mr.  Hume  seconded  the  motion.  He 
bad  00  objection  to  a  tax  on  property  or 
capital,  bat  he  thought  the  principle  of 
taxing  incomes  arising  from  capital  and 
landed  property,  and  yearly  incomes  arising 
firom  trade  and  from  professions  at  the  same 
rate  per  cenlage,  was  manifestly  unjust. 
He  would  show  to  the  House  that  the 
principle  of  the  original  Income-tax  was 
very  different,  and  much  more  just.  If 
tbey  had  adopted  that  principle,  he  would 
-faaTe  agreed  at  once  in  the  proposal.  By 
the  act  of  1692,  a  tax  was  impmed  on  the 
freot  of  real  property  of  4j.  in  the  pound, 
and  BUppoeiog  a  person  had  on  income 
from  lauded  property  of  100/.,  he  would 
hare  paid  201.  as  his  share  of  the  tax. 
Stock  ID  trade,  machinery,  houses,  money, 
&C.,  to  carry  on  the  business  was  cnn- 
udoed  perscHial  propertv,  and  that  per- 
■onal  property  waa  dealt  with  in  a  dif- 
ferent manner.  The  legal  interestof  money 
at  that  time  was  6  per  cent.,  and  sup- 
posiog  ft  person  had  personal  property 
Talued  at  lOOi.,  that  amount  was  cou- 
sidered  as  capital,  the  same  as  the  value 
of  land  was  considered  ca[Mtal.  and  the 
profit  or  interest  allowed  on  this  amount 
waa  taken  at  6/.,  and  he  paid  the  tax  not 
on  the  100/.,  the  capital— but  on  the  6/., 
being  the  iuterest,  or  supposed  profit 
arinng  from  his  capital.  That  was  a  bir 
tax.  But  if  they  as  proposed  by  the 
present  bill,  taxedan  income  of  100/.  derived 
from  a  profession  or  a  trade,  in  the  same 
way  as  they  taxed  a  yearly  income  derived 
firom  land,  tiiey  would  be  taxing  the 
capttiU  of  the  professional  man,  and  not 
the  interest  Such  a  tax  would  be  most 
UDsqual  and  unjust.  It  would  &I1  on  the 
income  of  capital  of  the  rich,  but  on  the 
capital  of  the  poor.  For  example,  if  he  had 
3,000/.  of  capital,  and  invested  it  in  land 
fae  would  suppose  it  to  produce  150L 
Ther  propoaea  to  tax  that  sum  as  the 
yearly  income  or  profit  of  the  3,0001., 
which  waa  quite  correot;  while  an  income 
of  S,000/.j  arisins  from  a  trade  or  pro- 
fsiuoB  WW  «U  capital,  and  if  tha  intereat 


the  income  from  real  property  should  be  | 

taxed,  whilst  the  capital  of^ the  professional 
man  and  trader  was  taxed.  He  was  op- 
posed to  any  tax  on  profesaioual  or  mer- 
cantile profits,  but  be  would  capitalise 
them  and  allow  the  tax  to  be  levieo  on  the 
income  of  such  capital.  Every  restriction 
should  be  removed,  and  it  would  be  better 
tliat  every  man  employing  capital  pro- 
ductively should  not  be  taxed,  and  that 
every  individual  be  permitted  to  exert  him- 
self to  the  best  advantage  in  his  power  to  add 
to  the  wealth  of  the  State  by  his  industry 
in  whatever  form  created.  It  was  on  that 
principle  that  he  had  opposed  the  taxing 
terminable  annuities  as  proposed  by  the 
bill,  to  take  a  portion  of  the  capital.  He 
thought  it  was  most  unjust  to  tax  them. 
Suppose  he  bought  an  annuity  of  100/. 
for  twenty  yean:  the  first  year  he  would 
be  entitled  to  receive  5/.  as  interest  and 
5/.  as  capital;  so  that  in  ten  years  he 
would  have  the  interest  regularly,  and  he 
would  in  some  time  receive  back  all 
the  capital.  But  if  they  laid  the  tax  on 
10  per  cent.,  the  amount  of  such  annuity, 
it  was  clear,  that  at  the  end  of  twenty- 
yean  it  would  have  deprived  him  of  a 
considerable  portion  of  big  capita).  Surely, 
that  was  unjust  and  ought  not  to  be  the 
plan  of  the  Government.  If  the  annuity 
waa  purchased  by  100/.  for  ten  years,  the 
annuitant  ought  to  receive  15L  yearly, 
namely,  5/.  for  the  interest  and  10/.  to  re- 
place the  capital,  and  if  the  tax  be  levied 
on  the  15/.,  it  is  evident  that  it  will  be  a 
tax  on  the  5/.  of  income,  and  a  tax  also  on 
the  10/.  to  replace  the  capital  at  the  end 
of  the  ten  years.  He  declared  this  un- 
equal, and  consequently  unjust  taxation 
when  compared  with  the  landed  proprietor, 
whose  capital  was  not  to  be  touched  by  the 
bill.  He  hoped  his  boo.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Bath  would  state  what  kind 
of  incomes  he  meant  to  include  in  his  mo- 
tion, for  be  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
stock  in  trade  ought  to  be  considered  per- 
sonal propertv  as  well  as  professionsl  in- 
come, and  that  the  tax  should  be  levied 
on  the  yearly  interest  or  profit  from  such 
stock  or  income,  at  the  rate  of  interest 
at  the  time,  say  5  per  cent.  ^^ 

Mr.  Roebuck  said,  that  be  was  in.  a  (       j^/^rTlf> 

difficulty  at  to  the  proper  couth  lo  ifi^itized  by  VjWVJ^H^ 
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tne.  He  wm  afnU  Hat  be  rfimM  be 
prccladed  from  brin^Dg  forward  bit  mo- 
tion if  the  Hone  shouM  gire  precedence 
to  the  motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Rochdmle.  Perhaps  the  right  hon.  Bb' 
lonet  coald  sQ^^t  some  course  to  obTwte 
the  difGculij. 

Sir  A.PeefiUKge«ted,  that  theyihould 
6rst  proceed  vitb  the  claoM,  that  "  upon 
Ibe  annoa)  profit*  or  gaina  arising  or  bc- 
cming  to  any  peraon,"  &v.  "  from  anj 
kftid  of  property,  there  shall  be  charged 
yearly  for  every '^Os.  of  the  amount  of  inch 
profits  or  gains,  the  Bam  of  sevenpence." 
Then  they  could  proceed  to  the  other 
part  of  the  clause  which  Imposed  the  same 
tas  on  *'  profits  or  gains  arising  from  any 
profession,  trade,  employment,  focation, ' 
at  which  stage  the  hon.  Member  for  Ball) 
would  be  enabled  to  move  that  ihesum  of 
3j(f.  should  be  chafed  instead  of  7d. 
l^at  part  of  schedule  D  which  provides 
that  upon  the  annual  profits  or  gains 
arising  or  accruing  to  any  penon  residing 
in  Great  Britain  from  any  rent  or  property 
whatever,  whether  situate  in  Great  Britain 
or  elsewhere,  there  shall  be  charged 
yearly  for  every  20*.  of  the  amouol  of 
aucfa  profits  or  gains  the  sum  of  7d.,  was 
then  agreed  to. 

Visconnt  Howick  understood  the  courae 
of  proceedings  to  be  that  that  diey  would 
first  put  the  question  that  the  blank 
relating  to  the  Iss  on  [»vfes*ions,  trades, 
Ste.,  be  filled  op  by  the  insertion  of  Id, 
The  hon.  Member  for  Bath  would  propose 
to  substitute  d^d.,  on  which  he  would 
talce  a  division,  and  when  the  blank  was 
filled  up  with  either  Id.  or  3i(j.  then 
would  be  the  time  for  the  hon.  Member 
for  Rochdale  to  propose  hn  amendment. 
Mr.  Crawford's  amendment  postponed. 
The  ChanctUor  of  the  Exchequer  pro- 
posed that  apon  the  annual  profits  or 
gains  arising  or  accruing  to  any  person 
/eaidlog  in  Great  Britain  from  any  profes- 
aion,  trade,  employment,  or  vocation,  whe- 
ther the  seme  shall  be  respectively  carried 
on  in  Great  Britain  or  elsewhere,  there 
shall  be  charged  yearly  for  every  30(.  of 
the  amount  of  such  profits  or  gains  the 
snm  of  Id. 

Mr.  /loe&ticit  roae  to  propose  the  amend- 
meat  of  which  be  had  grven  notice.  He  had 
'.  time  lioce  stated  to  the  House  that 


be  adopted  fi>T  reowdyiag  that  ii 
The  light  hon  B«ronet<Sir  R.  Peel)  Mid, 
in  reply,  tttat  it  was  impossible  to  render 
the  tax  equal,  and  thereupon  tbe  noble  Lonl 
(Lord  John  Rnsaell)  took  advantage  of  that 
admission,  and  said  be  perfectiT  agreed 
with  the  right hoQ.BaioDet,  thmtuwaa Bt- 
tetly  impossible  to  render  equahfaoseUiings 
which  were  in  tbemselves  noeqnal,  n«l 
therefore  he  could  not  accord  widi  tbe 
proposition  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,  end  Op- 
posed the  tax  altogether.     Hie  dtstioction 
between  the  two  leaders  of  tbe  House  was 
ibis:  the  right  hon.  Baronet  said,  it  was 
impossible  to  render  the  tax  in  anv  srsy 
equal,  still  he  should  inipoae  it ;  white  tbe 
noble  Lord  said  that,  it  bemg  impossible 
to  render  the  tax  equal,  he  should  bppoee 
it.     Now  he  came  between  these  two  ptr- 
ties,  end  said  that,  in  hit  opinion,  it  was 
possible   to   render   the   tax    equal,   and 
therefore  he  should  vote  for  its  being  re- 
taioed.    The  distinction  between  him  and 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  as  to  tbe  pre- 
mises;  and  tbe  distinction  between  aim 
and  the  noble  Lord  was  as  to  tbe  concla* 
He  bad  to  maintain  three  proposi- 
tions : — first,  that  there  was  an  inequalitj 
in  this  mode  of  taxation ;  secondly,  th«t 
the  tax,  being  unequal,  it  sinned  agaioBt 
those  great  canons  of  taialion  which  hftd 
been  laid  down  by  every  man  wbose  i^- 
nion  was  an  authority  on  the  subject,  and 
that  therefore  if  it  were  within  their  power 
to  take  away  that  inequality,  it  was  theik 
dutytodoso;  and,  thirdly,  that  there  wm 
a  mode  by  which  this  inequality  might  at 
least  be  reduced  (for  he  would  not  go  fur- 
ther than  that),  and  that  therefore  a  ne- 
cessity was  imposed  upon  tbe  right  bon. 
Baronet  to  follow   out  that  propositiou. 
Now,  with  regard  to  his  first  proposition, 
be  thought  he  should  have  very  litile  diffi* 
culty  in   making  out  that  tbia  was   an 
unequal  tax.     He    was    sure  tbe    right 
hon.  Baronet  WouM  himself  concede  tbu 
point.     A  tax  levied  upon  a  man  wbft 
derived   100^.  a  year  from  property  pos- 
sessed by  him  in  lee  simple,  and  the  aane 
amount  levied  upon  a  profeitiooat  tMin, 
whose  income  by  his  labour  amonnled  to 
100/.  a  year,  conld  not  be  an  equal  tax. 
First,  it  was  unequal  because  the  diArent 
descriptions  of  propirty  would  yirid  e  dif- 
ferent price  in  the  markat.    A  fiee  siiB[d* 


the  inequality  of  the  tax  on  property  estate  would  yield  a  price  equal  to  thirty 
aci-ruing  from  professions,  trades,  employ-  years'  purchase.  V  he  went  into  the 
ments,  or  vocations  was  so  obvious,  that  it  money  market  he  could  purchase  nn  an* 
was  desirable  that  some  tuethod  ihoiild  1  nuity  of  300A  a  year,  at  the  aga  of  thiny 
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idd  in  good  he&lth,  ibr  5,O00/. ;  bat  a  (^ 
•fmpla  estate,  jieldiog  3001,  a  year,  woatd 
Cost  9,000i.  In  this  case,  then,  the  best 
in  conld  put,  vhere  the  part;  was  young, 
and  ia  perfect  health,  and  where  there 
ekiited  Mo  doubt  or  difficulty,  he  had 
ibom  the  value  of  that  elsu  ot  incomes 
U  be  neatly  Ont-half  leu  than  incomes 
derived  Trou  land.  But  there  were  many 
contitteencia  which  rendered  the  income 
of  pToRtliocMl  men  T«ry  precarious.  It 
ffligbt  depend  not  upon  health  alone.  He 
had  known  profeskional  )nbn  who  at  fbrty 
yeui  of  a^  were  ntakini;  a  large  fortutie, 
KHd  Kt  aiaty  were  without  any  inbotne. 
Hervantile  mea,  and  men  in  trade,  were 
liable  to  all  the  chances  of  the  lealons— 
ca  lemMStst  to  mbney  pfenicS,  and  tO  the 
fidly  of  their  neighboora,  all  of  which  ren- 
de)«d  the  nmbubt  of  their  gains  doubtful. 
Tlienfore,  in  layfbg  that  the  diSerence 
between  the  income  of  the  landed  pro- 
ptletor  and  of  a  persbn  in  any  profession, 
trade,  vocation,  or  era(rfoymeni,  onght  to 
be  taken  at  one-half,  was  not,  in  his  opi- 
nioti,  aaauming  too  great  an  inequality. 
But  it  migfat  be  said  that  he  was  using  a 
nitgh  method  of  calcuUibn,  and  was  not 
flpptoifmatiBg  perfectly  to  the  truth.  He 
Admitted  il.  He,  on  a  former  occaaion, 
pmpoaed  a  plan  which  he  thought  did  ap- 
prokimate  to  the  truth  \  by  taking  the 
Mlue  of  his  land  which  yielded  100/.  a 
year,  and  cOmrnring  it  wiih  the  amount 
be  shonid  be  omiged  to  pay  fbr  insuring 
hi*  life  for  lOOl.  a  year, — this,  he  thought, 
would  have  determined  the  true  nine  be- 
tween a  professfonal  or  mutable  income, 
had  an  iticome  which  was  represented  by 
hnd.  But  he  was  told  that  there  was 
great  ifflpracticabilfty  in  that  proposition ; 
be  therefore  now  came  forward  with  a 
much  mote  simple  mode,  and  merely  asked 
tbe  right  hon.  Baronet  to  reduce  the  lo- 
come'tas  00  vartableand  uncertain  Incomes 
to  one-half  the  sum  which  was  levied  on 
certain  and  bOchanglng  incomes,  in  order 
to  arrive  It  that  principle  of  justice  upon 
which  every  tax  ought  to  be  based.  Fie 
bad  tbas  estaUi^ed  the  inequsllty  of  the 
tit.  Ha  How  approached  his  second  pro- 
position, namely,  that  a  tax  thus  sinning 
«|Biittt  justice,  and  against  all  the  roles 
of  sound  taxatim,  ought  to  be  changed. 
Adam  Smith  had  laid  down  four  masims 
with  tegard  to  taXei  in  general.  First, 
that  the  subjects  of  every  aiata  ought  to 
contribute  towards  the  support  of  the  Oo- 
fltWHtitH  Btail;  H  potoibie  In  propot* 


tion  to  their  respective  abilities ;  second, 
that  the  tax  which  each  individual  was 
bound  to  pay  ought  to  be  certain  and  not 
arbitrary ;  third,  that  every  tax  ought  to 
be  letted  at  the  lime,  or  m  tbe  manner 
in  which  it  was  most  likely  to  be  couts- 
ntent  for  the  contributor  to  pay  it ;  and 
fourth  that  etevy  tax  ought  to  be  so  Con- 
trived as  both  to  take  out  and  to  keep  out 
of  the  pockets  of  the  people  as  little  as 
possible  over  and  above  what  it  brought 
into  the  public  treasury  of  the  Sute. 
The  first  grand  princi|rie  which  every  man 
ought  to  adopt  who  assumed  tbe  reins  of 
Government  when  he  came  to  tax  the 
people  was,  to  take  care  that  the  tax 
should  be  eqdal  upon  all.  Now,  he  wbuld 
suppose  a  man  to  have  an  income  of 
100/.  a-yeat,  derived  from  land  held  by 
him  in  fee  aimple,  and  another  man  de- 
riving tbe  same  amount  of  income  ttoBi 
some  professiooal  pursuit.  The  question 
Was,  were  these  two  persons  equally  com- 
peteot  to  contribute  to  the  expenses  of 
the  Stale?  Far  from  il.  Every  Usn 
would  at  once  acknowledge  that  tbe 
person  whose  income  was  derived  from  tbe 
fee  was  much  more  able  to  pay  a  tax  to 
the  Stale  than  he  whose  income  was  the 
result  of  his  own  personal  exertions.  It 
couM  be  easily  shown  that  the  former  was 
one-half  richer  than  the  latter.  If  so, 
ought  they  to  be  taxed  at  the  same  rate? 
Was  that  man  who  obtained  his  income 
by  the  daily  application  of  bis  mental  and 
physical  powers— who  was  wrought  upon 
by  the  anxieties  which  the  uncertainty  of 
trade  and  professional  avocations  neces- 
sarily occasioned—who  was  placed  under 
the  weighty  responsibilities  of  maintainiog 
the  station  aud  credit  of  himself  and 
family,  was  such  a  man  to  be  put  on  the 
same  level  and  taxed  to  the  same  amount 
with  the  comfortable  end  complacent 
gentleman,  who,  without  any  toil  or  any 
solicitude,  derived  his  income  from  estates 
which  had  descended  to  him  from  his  an- 
cestors, .or  from  funds  which  had  been 
accutnullfted  by  tbe  industry  of  his  fore- 
fathers F  He  saw  men  on  the  beocbet 
before  and  around  him  whose  fortunes 
were  derived  by  the  constant  application 
of  their  minds,  and  who  were  occupied 
almost  iocessantly  during  the  twenty- 
foiir  hoots ;  ^oald  they  be  taxed  to  the 
same  extent  with  those  calm  and  easy 
Gentlemen  that  sat  near  them,  whose 
wealth  sprung  fhim  land  and  other  fixed 
MHrces,    wiinoat  labour  at  uy  kindT 
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There  were  merchanli  present  whow 
whole  existence  depended  opon  the  ele- 
ments, and  whom  a  itorm  or  a  tempest 
nigbt  plunge  into  ruin;  while  there 
were  others  wilhin  bis  view  who  were 
exposed  to  a  thousand  cbances  and  tJ- 
ciuitades  that  always  accompanied  trade. 
Was  the  right  hon.  Baronet  prepared  to 
say,  that  such  tnen  ought  to  contribute  to 
the  State  equally  with  those  whose  pro- 
perty was  secure  from  ell  risk,  and  who 
depended  upon  no  contingencies,  nor  upon 
any  perH^nHl  exertions  for  their  incomes? 
If  the  right  hon.  Baronet  did  think  so, 
then  let  him  carry  out  the  principle.  Let 
him  tax  the  labouriDg  man,  be  who  derived 
his  daily  bread  Trom  his  daily  labour,  and 
who  was  paid  by  the  week.  But  it  might 
be  said,  that  the  propoaitiun  which  he  now 
made  was  only  one  of  many  which  bad 
already  been  suggested,  and  theierore 
ought  not  to  be  entertained  any  more  than 
the  rest— that  ihe  tax  had  been  denounced 
aaabadtax;  thatit  waa  adirect  tax,  and 
that  the  people  did  not  like  it.  Now,  he 
was  aware  of  all  this;  but  his  proposition 
was  not  open  to  this  objection,  /or  he  was 
not  opposing  the  principle  of  the  bill.  The 
House  was  now  in  committee  to  consider 
the  details,  and,  in  bis  opinion,  it  was  not 
proper  tn  drag  the  principle  of  the  measure 
into  discuuion.  He  was  strictly  confining 
himself  to  the  mere  question  at  issue — was 
this  an  unequal  tax  ?  If  so,  then  the  next 
question  he  asked  was  this— was  there 
any  difficulty  in  apportioning  the  tax,  and 
making  it  equal?  Where  was  the  diffi- 
culty? Every  man  who  derived  lOOZ.  a- 
year  from  a  profession,  employment,  trade, 
or  rocBtion,  was  required  to  declare  it. 
If  he  derived  his  income  from  fixed  pro- 
perty, it  was  known;  if  from  land,  it  was 
IcDOwa;  if  from  the  funds,  it  was  known  ; 
if  from  an  annuity,  it  was  known.  But, 
if  be  made  a  return  that  it  was  derived 
from  trade,  profession,  or  vocation,  it 
would,  of  course,  be  known  also;  there- 
fore, BO  far  from  the  difTetence  of  the 
source  whence  the  income  was  derived 
being  a  matter  of  difficulty,  there  was  none 
whatever.  He  would  suppose  a  piofea- 
Hionnl  man  at  the  age  of  forty  to  have 
saved  up  10,000/.,  which  he  invested  in 
the  3  per  cent,  consols.  The  schedule 
being  sent  to  him,  he  would  return  that 
he  derived  the  interest  on  this  10,000/. 
That  fact  would  be  known  as  far  as  bis 
fixed  income  was  concerned.  Bat  then 
came  the  tax>gattierer,  ftiiil  said  to  this 


gentleman,  "  How  roucb  do  yon  get  from 
your  profession?"  The  reply  might  be, 
"  I  get  a  thousand  a-year,"  "  Very 
well,"  says  the  tax  gatherer,  "  then  I  tax 
you  3  per  cent  upon  the  return  made 
for  your  interest  upon  the  10,000/.  con- 
sols; and  I  tax  yon  one  and  a  half  per 
cent  upon  your  professional  gaina*"  Now, 
where  was  the  difficulty?  On  a  former 
occasion,  the  rigbt  boa.  Baronet,  with  a 
view  to  drive  him  into  a  corner,  aaid  when 
he  first  propounded  this  modification— 
was  this,  or  that,  or  t'other,  to  determiu 
the  value  of  a  man's  life  ?  He  answeied 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  tiaw,  ac- 
cording to  what  appeared  to  bis  mind  to 
be  the  truth.  But  if  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet should  meet  him  now,  by  aaying, 
"  It  is  true,  that  in  this  case  yon  are  quite 
right ;"  but  there  are  other  cases  where 
similar  inequalities  exist,  and  where  the 
parties  have  an  equal  right  to  be  relieved ; 
and,  therefore,  I  will  not  make  any  dis- 
tinction; if  the  right  hon.  Baronet  abould 
use  this  argument,  then  he  would  say  to 
him:  "I  do  not  think  that  that  is  a  worthy 
answer."  Was  it  because  they  could  oot 
(and  it  remained  to  be  seen  whether  tbej 
could  not)  do  all  justice,  should  they  not 
do  some?  Because  (hey  could  not  do 
perfect  justice,  should  they  do  complet* 
injustice  ?  Looking  at  this  queaticm  with 
candour,  totally  regardless  of  all  party 
considerations,  and  knowing  the  fallibility 
of  the  human  mind,  what  he  wished  to  ac- 
complish was,  to  approximate  as  nearly  as 
he  could  to  the  truth.  The  whole  huBiaeaa 
of  legislation  was  but  a  matter  of  approxi. 
mation.  Certainly  of  justice  never  could 
be  attained.  The  innocent  often  suffered 
>^tbe  guilty  often  escaped ;  but  stilt,  by 
the  best  efforts  of  human  intelligence,  legia- 
lation  attained  in  the  general  result  the 
good  of  society.  He  was,  therefore,  con- 
tent with  its  being  a  matter  of  approxima. 
tion ;  and  when  he  showed  the  Houae  a 
case  in  which  it  was  possible  for  the 
House  to  approximate  to  justice  clearly 
without  difficulty,  he  wonld  say,  that  on 
the  head  of  him  who  would  not  adopt  a 
simple,  plain,  clear,  and  justifiable  re- 
medy— upon  his  head  rested  solely,  indi- 
vidually, and  intensely,  all  the  odium  and 
responsibility.  He  who  should  answer 
him  to-night  in  the  powerful  positioD  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  upon  whose  word 
depended  that  which  should  be  dorw, 
whose  word  was  as  the  fiat  now  of  the 
moit  powerful  man  amongit  tJifliB,  upoa..,  kw 
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hi>  bead  reited  the  reapomibility  of  laxing; 
nojustly,  benUBe  uoequally,  the  people  of 
tbis  country.  He  believed,  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  ms  detiroDS  to  relieve  them 
from  all  inequality  of  taxation  ;  and  tbat 
ha  wiihad  to  tax  tbe  people  according  to 
their  power.  The  qaeilioo  be  therefore 
put  to  the  right  bon.  Baronet  nai,  "  Show 
me  the  diEBculty  opon  thii  qaeition,  which 
prevent!  you  from  doing  justice  to  the 
people."  But  it  might  be  laid,  that  even 
tbe  propoiitioti  which  he  made,  wm  not  a 
perfect  ■pproximation  to  the  trntb.  He 
admitted  it.  A  man  at  lixty,  and  a  man 
at  thirty,  if  taxed  according  to  their  re- 
■pective  ahilitiei,  wai  not  the  same  as 
taxing  both  at  tbe  same  rate.  He  knew 
iti  but  as  be  conld  not  get  nearer  the 
tralh,  he  wai  content  to  get  at  a  rough 
approximation  towards  it.  The  question 
between  bim  and  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
we>  this— takings  man  who  derived  bis 
income  from  the  fee  simple  in  land  as  the 
npreseotative  of  a  class,  and  as  a  unit, 
should  ha  be  doing  more  or  less  injustice 
by  bringing  all  persons  of  the  same  amount 
of  income,  from  whatever  other  sources  it 
might  be  derived,  op  to  his  standard ; 
thtia  by  attempting  to  make  all  those  who 
derived  their  income   from  less    certain 
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•oorces,  that  was  to  say,  from  trade,  pro- 
fessions, or  vocations,  a  certain  fraction  of 
that  anit?  Why  could  not  this  scale  be 
established?  Was  it  impossible?  Could 
the  right  bon.  Baronet  say  tbat  he,  of  all 
men  in  the  country,  considered  that  to  be 
impossible,  which  so  humble  an  individual 
as  himself  considered  perfectly  practicable? 
True,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  might  reply, 
that 

"  Fools  rush  in,  where  angeli  fear  to  tread." 

Let  bim  say  so  :  still  let  bim,  at  the 
same  time,  acknowledge  that  he,  with  all 
bis  power  abroad  and  at  home,  was  not 
able  to  suggest  a  measure  of  justice.  In 
this  matter,  there  was  no  quarrelling  with 
class  interests ;  there  was  no  horned  cattle 
to  interfere  with  ;  no  Corn-laws  to  dread. 
It  was  a  plain  and  simple  question — were 
yon,  or  were  you  not,  prepared  to  tax, 
equally,  persons  deriving  incomes  from 
very  different  soorcei  ?  He  should  now 
propose,  that  instead  of  the  words  "  seven 
pence,''the  words"  threepence  halfpenny" 
be  inserted  in  the  clause,  and  having  done 
■0,  he  should  now  patiently  wait  for  tbe 
righl  bon.  Baronet  to  ihow  him,  firal,  that 
the  tu  be  biaiMlf  propoiei)  wai  not  an 


unequal  tax ;  and  next,  though  anequal, 
still  that  it  was  not  an  unjust  tax ;  and 
thirdly,  that  although  it  might  be  both  an 
unequal  and  an  unjuit  tax,  yet  that  it  was 
impracticable  to  make  it  otherwise.  If 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  could  show  any 
one,  or  all  of  these  propositions  to  be  true, 
then  he  bad  no  answer  to  make ;  but  if  he 
could  not  do  so,  then  no  one  could  fiiirly 
say  to  him,  that  he,  by  this  motion,  had 
attempted  to  throw  any  factions  opp<H 
sition  in  the  way  of  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could 
not  complain  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
hon.  Member  treated  this  subject,  or  of 
the  temper  with  which  he  brougnt  forward 
his  arguments.  He  was  only  expresnng 
the  general  feeling  of  the  House,  when  be 
declared  that  the  ban.  and  learned  Member 
for  Bath  had  afforded  a  most  excellent  ex- 
ample to  all  bon.  Members  in  the  mode  in 
ivhich  it  was  proper  to  discuss  this  ouea- 
tion~a  mode  which  would  prove  tn  the 
greatest  advantage  to  the  course  of  pro- 
ceedtog  in  tbis  House,  as  well  as  to  the  in- 
1  of  the  country  genei 
frequently  pursued. 


terests  of  the  country  generally,  if  it  were 
ued.    The  bon.  and 


learned  Member,  he  was  sorry  to  say, 
■     totally 


..had 
taken  a  view  of  this  question  ti 
ferent  from  that  which  he  was  disposed  to 
take.  He  bad  said,  with  perfect  truth, 
tbat  upon  this  question  of  taxation,  and  in- 
deed  be  would  say  upon  every  question  con- 
nected with  legislation,  they  could  act  on 
no  other  principle  than  that  of  approxima- 
tion. In  fact,  legislate  as  they  might, 
whether  they  proposed  taxes  for  tbe  general 
benefit  of  the  country,  or  attempted  do- 
mestic  legislation,  their  efforts  would  fall 
very  tax  short  indeed  of  the  mark  which 
they  desired  to  reach.  Thus  when  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  called  upon  Govern- 
ment to  propose  a  tax  which  should  be 
equal  in  all  its  bearings,  he  proposed  to 
it,  to  do  that  which  no  legislature,  with 
regard  to  taxes,  had  ever  yet  done.  To 
make  a  Ux  bear  with  a  perfect  equality 
on  all  classes  was  impossible.  He,  there- 
fore, thought,  that  the  hon,  and  learned 
Gentleman  would  do  well  to  cuosider  what 
it  was  for  which  the  present  tax  proposed 
by  tbe  Government  was  to  be  sabstituted. 
If  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  discovered 
in  the  tax  which  was  submitted  fat  the 
considerarion  of  the  House  such  inequalities 
as  could  not  be  reconciled  with  justice,  he 
should  at  the  same  time  bear  in  mind  ad- 
ditional taxes  being  necessary,  what  would 
hare  been  tho  ioeqaalitiea  of  other  model 
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«t  tuaJ&im  to  which  tbey  riumld  txcM- 
•arDf  lavebadreaortlTthe  c^eaeat  propo- 
tttion  had  not  been  mule.  The  bon.  and 
letoned  GeBtleman  hiid  dnwu  a  conttut 
WwMb  tile  leuned  proiiewiont  Md  the 
omen  and  oocupien  n  butd,  snd  tafd  that 
the  inMPOft  wfahdi  tboeetiro  daSBee  had  fn 
ttteir  iMpeclln  iocotnei  were  w  TCty  dif- 
ferent, that  be  Uioi^t  it  would  be  but 
JtM  to  ban  the  oee  tund  few  their  incmne 
M  *  half  leee  than  the  otbtt.  Sapmae, 
hvweWt,  thu  th«  hoD.  and  lenrMd  Ottn> 
tleman  had  pioeecuted  his  inquiry  atiil 
Anther,  ttA  tmiMend  the  efieet  wkidi 
««8  pmhicMl  npM  the  difienmt  danea  «f 
tha  vam/tlf  bf  tkxM  teffed  npm  articiw 
<of  CMBWtipttOB.  Did  he  cMitUcf,  tfaa 
tba  tan*  upon  thiae  articlea  pnawd  with 
«^Ml  wei^t  apM  thi  diAreiit  danea  of 
Hit  connby.  jIm  pnfemiinihl  uan  wai 
dalltd  upoe  to  Htice  k  cwtAin  expenditare 
to  WBt«in  hie  poaitioD  in  eooiety,  and  be 


a  Iwgttr  qoBDti^  of  b 
tfdea.  8ach  a  penoD,  bowerer,  paid 
flqaaUf  with  everv  other  oonramiH-  with 
ft  cum^OBdttig  lOODtM  tn  another  claw 
ttf  Bodetf.  Tm  neceMBrtes  of  life  wore 
priced  equally  to  both.  Now,  what  he 
Wiahed  to  wkf  wu  this,  that  with  re 
f^DOe  M  tbaee  cl&iieB  of  cotreapondtntf 


.  It  they  beiDg  Mliered  from  many 
thoie  bnrdem  wMiSi  preased  equally  npon 
them,  would  not  hare  any  gronud  iff  com- 
{datnt  tor  a  diange  which  aubititnted  thh 
■nrtioDlaf  tax  fttf  otbtte  which  pressed  m 
Matily  upon  thein.  Me  did  not  mean  te 
maittain  tiiat  tbli  tax  would  be  equal  in 
Itl  ptMmre  Upon  all  daesee,  but  be  did 
maintdn,  that  thia  tax  sbould  not  on 
that  Mcount  be  considered  unjust.  The 
tu  proutned  to  withdraw  from  the  fn- 
ODBRS  w  all  petMns  a  certain  and  UmiMd 
Boction  in  1»e  shqie  of  a  tax  tn  cgcchangs 
nr  other  taxes  to  iriifch  theytnutt  other* 
wise  ba  neoesearily  anlrieot  "lite  hon.  and 
tensed  Oentlenlui  eddt  that  the  principle 
of  perfect  equality  ehould  be  the  mlo 

r  which  this  House  should  proceed.  If 
were  hii  view  of  the  qneatioA,  he 
bad  been  rather  late  In  bis  applEcatien 
10  the  House  upon  this  subject.  The 
hon.  and  leom«d  Oetttleman  bad  al- 
ladcd  to  the  risk  to  Which  trading  and 
aKTcantilB  prafastiobs  were  subject  by  the 
Mnliin  a  tirt  wentfaer,  the  changes  in 
the  lesraiit  nod  auch  like ;  but  the  bon. 
Md  letoned  Oenilemati  shduld  recollect 
that  he  had  already  neqoieeced  in  the  pm^ 
peaition  to  diarge  upon  the  ooltivator  of 
tht  had  the  muu  UKniit  tf  doty  «a 


his  proltts  al  was  chai^  upon  these  rf 
the  individual  of  fixed  landed  prD|ieTty. 
The  bon.  and  learned  Membtr  lor  Ban 
had'  already  stud  it  wu  fitting  that  the 
cultivator  of  the  soil  sbouM  btt  Bade  to  pay 
the  same  amount  of  duty  na  the  ovner 
of  the  inheritance  i  ftnd,  in  doing  as,  be 
had  not  thooght  of  the  influence  upoa 
th«  itaoome  of  the  tonmt,  which  the  opei» 
tiooa  of  the  aeaaom  wo«dd  nntnnlly  p»- 
d«M  t  ttor  that  by  the  occurrebo  ef  I 
tempeet  his  popctty  might  bo  mrtoualy 
■Acted ;  nor  that  the  casnaltioa  of  oee 
jft  mi^t  canae  the  deatrucUoa  ef  tht 
etttire  hopes  whi<A  had  been  fondly  obe- 
tisbed  try  the  produoer,  and  yet  be  tlm^t 
that  Ae  boa.  and  learned  GoOtleMB 
shouM  see,  when  he  was  adrocati^  isr 
■  principle  of  equality  in  the  pfcunnef 
this  tax,  ^at  the  cultivator  of  tne  enl  »sa 
fully  as  much  entitled  to  his  coDsfdeeatioa, 
and  to  that  indulgence  wbi(&  he  daissed 
infavourofprefmsioDsand  awnxntile nca. 
The  boa.  and  learned  Gentteaan  aaid* 
that  the  landed  incomes  were  a  dMcri^ 
tioD  of  property  which  might  he  oeasi- 
dered  certain.  They  deeoendel  from  fetbsc 
to  B(Hi — the  mercantile  and  trading  pre- 
feaaions  uncertain;  end,  theteflDrst  with 
reference  to  the  amount  of  duty  wluch 
should  be  levied  upon  these  reapectin 
classes,  it  would  be  only  just  to  reduce 
the  tax  upon  the  incomes  A  the  latter  by 
one-half  u  compared  with  the  other.  He 
would  admit  that  there  was  perhaps  in  all 
cases  a  greater  uncertdnty  wiUi  respect  to 
incomes  derivable  from  trading  or  mercu- 
tile  property  than  those  derivable  freoi 
landed  property,  but  the  man  of  great 
mercantile  capital  often  inherited  it  rron 
those  who  bad  preceded  him,  thou^  't 
d^nded  upon  his  character,  reputalin, 
ana  habits  of  business  for  increaring  it> 
The  cultivator  of  the  soil,  too.  lotriked  fcr- 
ward  with  tolerable  certainty  fiir  a  renm* 
aeration  for  the  labour  he  bestowed,  asd 
the  difficulties  which  be  had  to  contend 
igainst  There  were,  however,  somehalA* 
iiigaod  merrantileettablishmentaof  thelint 
character  and  respectability  in  the  conntry 
which  bad  descended  regularly  froW  |«- 
neratioQ  to  generation,  and  had  yieMsd 
large  and  well-earned  profits,  derived  partly 
mn  their  own  industrr  and  partly  &<» 
the  industry  aod  exortloo  of  those  the 
had  preceded  tbom.  Wha^  f  ban,  was  Utt 
proposition  of  the  boa.  and  letfMd  OeS* 
tiaman  with  regard  to  this  daas }  WmU 
he  charge  an  humble  individual  likt  hliB* 
lalf,  wiU  amall  matis  ■  per  tseatlgi  «f  7d^  .^  t 
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fn  the  pound,  vdA  >t  the  Mine  time  apply 
to  these  estaUnlinient>  tbe  reduced  charge 
npon  their  eooraious  income*  of  3|(2.  in 
tM  peand  f  Did  the  htm.  Member  think, 
that  that  would  be  a  pntposition  which 
would  ennne  public  appTDbation  as  a 
■Htsnre  of  equuitr  and  jtntice?  Would 
tfci  pBblic  be  nttBGed,  tmm  the^f  saw  the 
pertnen  of  those  eeiaUMimeKts  enjoyiag 
theit  splendid  inonneB  (whidi  of  twtM 
tker  wmld  have  vnrj  li^t  to  do),  sod 
pMing  only  one-half  tlie  aroovnt  of  duty 
waidi  their  naigMrnqre  of  honUer  means 
mn obliged  to  do?  Did  be  fliink,  that 
Moh  a  system  would  prodnoe  eatisfiiction  in 
(be  pnWK  mind,  or  be  found  practically  to 
work  for  the  benefit  of  all  classes?  He 
thought,  that  such  a  Bystem  of  inequality, 
in  the  way  of  taxaUon,  would  produce  one 
borst  of  nDiversal  dinatisfactioa.  He  be- 
liered,  that  tbe  public  would  much  more 
h^bly  amwore  of  tbe  ptopositton  now  made 
.hy  die  Gonmmenti  than  any  such  aug- 
sertion  ai  that  mad*  fay  the  hon.  Member. 
In  the  uapoaitioD  of  wch  a  tax  as  this,  the 
means  of  ei^oyment  which  the  inoomea 
^>rded  to  the  individual  ehould  be  consi- 
dered. The  means  of  enjoyment  were 
precisely  the  same  to  all  classes  poswss- 
log  similar  incomes.  ActinE  on  the  au- 
thority of  Adam  Smith,  who  had  been 
just  quoted,  her  Majest^s  Goremment 
had  proposed  to  lay  it  on  in  proportion  to 
each  person's  incomes  from  ttbaterer  source 
it  was  derived.  On  these  grounds,  he 
did  not  agree  with  tbe  hon,  and  learned 
Gentleman's  views  who  had  preceded 
bim.  And  for  these  ressons  be  would 
rote  against  tbe  amendment  Before, 
however,  he  sat  down,  he  would  allude 
to  an  obserratioii  which  bad  been  made  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Mootnse  as  to  what 
was  the  meaning  of  the  word  property. 
That  hon.  Member  had  called  the  attention 
of  tbe  House  to  the  original  land-tax  of 
1693,  and  he  said,  that  that  was  altogether 
at  variance  with  the  present  propoaition. 
Now,  he  diought,  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
naii  had  not  considered  the  details  of 
that  tax,  or  he  would  have  seen  that  he 
Was  wrong  in  hia  interpretation  of  It.  In 
11193,  it  was  directed,  that  the  land 
■hould  pay  a  lax  of  At.  In  the  pound, 
tud  tin  stock  in  trade  of  tbe  meicsnttle 
nnti  dumid  also  pay  a  tax  of  4s.  in  the 

rod.  This  was  the  arrangement  made 
the  reign  of  King  William.  It  !d>' 
poaed  an  equal  duty  upon  land  and  stock 
In  tnde.  Tbe  only  dirtioction  between 
thtt  pn^tion  ud  ibia  ma,  tktt  Um 
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former  was  canned  out  with  a  moat  ibqni 


il  power,  and  a  man's  profits  were  at- 
irily  find  at  six  per  cent  upon  his 


torial  p 
bitrarily 

capita),  tn  the  present  system,  Ae  inqni- 
sitorikl  power  had  only  rmrenoe  to  what  a 
man's  real  income  was.  The  whole  difler- 
e nee  between  them  was,  that  the  one  em- 
ployed an  inquintion  fat  ascertaining  Ute 
entire  capitd  oF  a  man,  and  the  preteot  to 
aacertun  tbe  wb^  income  onlr.  It  ma, 
he  theaght,  bat  fair  fbr  all  partiee,  ulien  a 
tax  of  tbis  description  was  te  be  impoMd, 
that  ft  should  be  levied  equally  upon  lU, 
by  ascertaining  the  ml  Mnountttf  aUm's 
income,  rather  than  bedriren  l«  tbe  mgh 
calculatioii  which  was  adopted  in  the  m- 
mer  reign. 

Mr.  Want  said,  that  he  thontht  the 
powerfal  speech  of  the  hon.  and  Teamed 
Metabet  for  Bath  had  not  been  replied  lb 
in  any  way  or  shape  by  the  right  hOa. 
Gentleman  who  had  jusi  sat  down.-  What 
were  the  main  ai^ament*  that  tbe  right 
hon.  Oeo  tie  man  had  relied  upon  t  Why 
these — that  there  was  injustice  in  the 
manner  in  which  the  indirect  sykteitt  of 
taxation  was  carried  on  in  this  country, 
and  that,  therefore,  in  proposing  a  new 
tax  they  were  bound  to  follow  np  the 
principle  by  an  aggregate  of  injuetioG  t  in 
other  words,  that  they  shoald  not  do  a 
iinle  justice,  as  tbe  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Bath  had  saggeated,  becatise 
they  could  not  make  all  their  tasation 
equally  just.  The  right  hon.  Oemleman 
had  endeavoured,  by  picking  out  certain 
trades,  and  by  selecting  those  profeMion% 
which  were  tne  most  prosperous  in  the 
whc^e  circle  of  life,  to  prove  that  the  pto<- 
position  of  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
could  not  be  acted  upon  with  any  degree 
of  justice.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  selected  for  his  arguments  certain 
banking  houses  which  had  for  a  series  tX 

S-ars  been  established  in  this  tontitry. 
ut  «hy  shonld  the  right  hOn.  Oetttlenan 
take  the«e  rare  instances  of  great  imnna  t 
Why  not  embrace  the  whole  circle  of  pre>- 
fesstonal  life!  Why  should  the  gnat 
tnaas  of  professions  be  overlMked  when 
consideHng  this  question  ?  Persons  who 
were  obliged  to  struggle  for  their  existencfi 
at  the  present  moment,  bat  to  whose  diffl* 
cnlties  this  tat  wonid  be  a  very  great  ad- 
dition  ?  He  did  not  wish  to  b*  forced  to 
vote  sgatnst  this  Income-tax ;  he  wished 
to  be  able  to  mitigate  the  injusthn  with 
which  it  was  marked,  and  nnlot  bettet 
icuoBS  wen  ahottn  by  hon.  H«iab«n  on 
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the  oppoiite  aide  of  iha  Houm  ibnn  what 
had  already  been  given  for  oppoiing  the 
motioD  of  Ihe  han,  and  learned  Genlle- 
maa,  ilie  position  in  which  the  OoTetnment 
would  be  placed  vould  be  eiceedingly 
unfaTonTable.  Let  them  contider  the 
hardship  which  would  be  done  to  profei- 
aionat  men  if  thii  propoiition  of  the  right 
hoa.  Baronet  were  carried  oat.  This  clau 
of  penona  were  at  pteient  obliged  to  eco- 
nomiie  for  the  purpoie  of  ensuring  a 
means  of  esistence  in  al\et  life,  and  were 
forced  to  save  every  shilling,  except  what 
«u  absolutely  necessary  for  their  imme- 
diate wanta.  But  the  right  hon.  Genlle- 
man  said  that  the  means  of  enjoyment 
were  equal  to  every  man  of  1,000^.  a  year. 
He  denied  the  fact.  The  means  of  enjoy- 
ment were  by  no  means  equal.  If  a  man 
enjoyed  1,000/.  a  year  from  fixed  csptlal, 
he  might  indulge  himself  with  all  the  en- 
joyments of  life,  as  he  would  be  certain 
that  he  would  be  leaving  after  him  the 
same  provision  for  his  family.  But  the 
professional  man  with  1,0001.  a  year  de- 
pended solely  upon  the  economy  he  prac- 
tised in  the  expenditure  of  bis  money  for 
the  means  of  obtaining  an  existence  in 
his  old  age,  and  in  case  of  his  deatli,  that 
he  might  leave  some  provision  for  those 
who  were  to  come  after  him.  Let  them 
consider  too  the  uncertainty  of  those  pro- 
fesaional  incomes  with  respect  to  a  medi- 
cal man,  for  example.  Dr.  Chambers, 
that  eminent  physician,  aaid  that  no  medi- 
cal man  could  fairly  reckon  on  mote  than 
fifteen  years  of  his  life  for  acquiring  a  full 
remunefBlioD  for  his  services ;  for  he 
passed  a  la^  portion  of  his  life,  in  the 
first  instance,  in  great  exertions  to  obtain 
a  standing  in  his  profession  ;  and  when  he 
had  ariiv«i  at  that  position  he  could  only 
reckon  upon  fifteen  years  for  receiving  the 
reward  of  bis  whole  professional  life. 
Upon  such  classes  as  those  then,  they 
were  about  proposing  a  tax  of  3  per 
cent,  upon  their  income,  which  would  be 
just  as  much  as  they  would  demand  from 
a  man  with  a  landed  estate  of  10,000f.  a 

J'tu  income.  He  thought  his  hon.  and 
earned  Friend  had  suggested  a  sort  of 
compromise,  with  regard  to  these  con- 
flicting interests,  which  was  fully  deserving 
of  the  intelligent  consideration  of  the 
HoQse.  An  acquiescence  in  this  motion 
would  have  the  effect  of  reconciling  muiy 
persons  to  this  proposition,  who  at  pre- 
aent  regarded  it  with  the  most  unmitigated 
dUUlu.    He  hoped  thejr  ihguld  bear  from 
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the  right  hoa,  Baronet  opposite  that  the 
proposition  which  had  just  been  made  was 
deserving  of  more  respect  than  that  given 
to  it  by  the  right  hon.  Qentl«man  wbo 
had  just  sat  down. 

Mr.  S.  fPbrffeysaid.be  wasunfortnnale 
enough  to  differ  in  opinion  from  Ihe  views 
of  the  ban.  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down,  with  respect  to  the  nature  of  the 
answer  given  by  the  right  hon.  tbe  Cfaaa- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  the  proposilioD 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Bath. 
He  confessed  that  he  thought  the  motioa 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Bath 
would,  if  carried,  inflict  a  greater  injuatice 
upon  the  different  classes  of  the  coontty 
than  the  proposition  of  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet. In  the  first  instance  he  would  lake 
the  owner  of  the  land  who  derived  bis  te- 
come  from  the  rent  paid  to  him  by  his 
tenants.  Landed  property  wai  subject  to 
so  many  limitationi  that  the  actual  holder 
in  many  ceaes  possessed  no  more  than  a 
life  income.  If  so,  he  would  ask  the  hon, 
and  learned  Member  whether  his  argu- 
ment, which  he  illustrated  by  the  cue  of 
a  bargain  in  the  money  market,  woeld 
bold  good  ?  Could  the  holder  of  a  life 
interest  walk  into  the  market  and  sell  oat 
for  the  price  which  he  aet  in  contrast  with 
ibe  price  which  would  be  obtaioed  upon  a 
terminable  income  derived  from  other 
aources  ?  Now,  with  respect  to  the  Isod- 
lord.  The  tenant  paid  the  tax  ;  and  what 
was  the  result?  That  the  landlord  paid  a 
tax  of  3  per  cent.,  not  on  his  net  in- 
come, but  on  his  rental.  Had  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  ao  little  kooW' 
ledge  of  the  management  of  landed  pro- 
perty as  to  maintain  that  the  rent-roll  of 
the  landed  proprietor  was  tbe  income 
which  he  derived?  There  was  no  landed 
proprietor  in  the  country  who  was  not 
compelled  every  year  to  abandon  a  large 
portion  of  hia  rent-roll  in  order  that  tbe 
necessary  expenditure  might  take  place 
upon  his  estate.  He  would  now  call  the 
attention  of  tbe  committee  to  the  33rd 
page  of  the  bill,  and  he  would  ask  the 
hon,  and  learned  Gentleman  why  a  dif- 
ference was  to  be  made  between  tbe  as* 
sessment  upon  the  banker  wbo  derived  bii 
income  from  a  commercial  source,  and  lbs 
assessment  upon  tithes?  The  boo.  and 
learned  Gentleman  must  see  that  tltbcs 
were  not  only  property  of  a  terminable  na> 
ture,  but  actually  of  a  variable  value> 
They  certainly  might  be  compounded  \ot, 
and  rendered  fixnl  iBCDoe,  bat  ia  tbcit.^  |^y 
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origintl  fonn  they  wen  tithei  la  Iciod  : 
tbe;  were  the  tenth  of  the  produce  of  the 
IkDd,  and  were  a  variable  property.  Next 
to  titbei  came  anaueuinent  "of  all  duea 
and  mODey  payments  iq  right  of  the 
Cbtuch,  or  by  eodownieiit,  or  in  lieu  of 
tithea."  That  wa*  a  source  of  iocoroe  of 
the  same  nature.  Then  there  was  an 
useumeat  "of  maoois  and  other  royal- 
ties, including  all  dues  and  other  sources, 
or  other  casual  profits."  But  there  was 
DO  portion  of  the  schedule  which  more 
forcibly  itlustrated  the  fallacy  of  the  ar< 
gnmeot  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle. 
man  thsD  that  which  almost  immedielely 
followed :  for  in  No.  3,  he  found  that  the 
same  amount  was  to  be  placed  not  only 
on  the  landed  proprietor,  not  only  upon 
his  tenant,  not  only  on  the  tiiheowner,  but 
also  upon  the  owner  of  mines,  of  coal,  tin, 
lead,  copper,  mundic,  iron,  and  other 
nines ;  upon  "  iron  works,  gas  works, 
salt  springs  or  works."  He  knew  the 
owner  of  some  salt  springs  which  had 
failed  so  entirely  as  to  leave  the  owner 
no  income  derivable  from  that  source. 
Then  there  were  other  kinds  of  pro- 
perty specified,  such  as  "ainm  mines 
or  works,  water-works,  streams  of  water, 
canals,  inland  navigation,  docks,  drains, 
ud  levels,  fishings,  rights  of  markets,  and 
&irs,  tolls,  railways,  and  other  ways, 
bridges,  ferries,  and  other  concerns  of  the 
like  nature."  These,  certainly,  were  un' 
dertakings  of  a  precarious  nature,  yieldin^^^ 
■ometimes  large  incomes,  and  sometimes 
none  at  all ;  these  were  descriptions  of 
property  which  came  within  the  limit  of 
the  observatioiu  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  and  were  as  muck  entitled  to 
be  esempieid  as  any  other  incomes.  Al- 
tbongh,  at  first,  be  thought  there  was  a 
considerable  degree  of  plausibility  in  the 
plan  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman, 
he  was  now  of  opinion,  that  the  adopiioo 
of  that  plan  would  not  be  making  an  ap- 
proximation to  justice,  and  he  should, 
tberefoie,  vote  against  it 

Hr.  Hants  observed,  that  the  real  an- 
swer to  the  amendment  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Bath  must  be,  that  the  tax,  being 
aeceswy,  it  must  be  imposed  with  all  iu 
iojoatioe.  because  the  Injustice  could  not 
be  remedied.  The  reply  just  attempted, 
was  not  only  a  complete  hilure,  btit  it 
made  out  the  case  for  wbtch  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bath  contended.  The  posi- 
tion waa,  that  the  fluctuating  incomea  of 
professional  men  ou^t  not  to  be  taxed 
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like  the  fixed  incomes  derived  from  permaa 
nent  capital.  This  was  the  Injustice  com- 
plained of,  and  how  was  it  attempted  to 
be  aoHweied  ?  By  showing,  that  the  mea- 
sure before  the  House  did  even  greater 
injustice  than  the  hon.  Member  for  Bath 
had  charged  aj^inst  it.  The  case  of  mines 
had  been  mentioned ;  but  the  owoerof  the 
!  was  one  person,  and  the  worker  of 
the  mine  another ;  the  first,  probably,  de- 
rived a  certain  income  from  bis  mine ;  but 
the  worker  of  the  mine,  perhaps,  was  a 
mere  speculator,  who  might,  or  might  not, 
derive  profit,  and  who,  therefore,  ou)(ht  to 
come  within  the  exception  contemplated 
by  the  amendment,  it  was  quite  unfiur 
for  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchojuer  to  call 
upon  thehoD.  Member  for  Bath  to  point 
out  a  tax  which  was  just.  All  taxes 
pressed  more  or  less  unequally,  and  all 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Yorkshira  had 
shown,  was,  that  certain  other  persons- 
the  owner*  of  mines,  iron-works,  aalt- 
works,  &C.— ought  to  be  treated  with 
equal  indulgence.  The  abject  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bath  was  oot  to  make  this 
Income-tax  just,  but  to  render  it  less 
unjust — to  avoid  as  much  injustice  as  pos- 
sible, bv  taking  care  that  the  burden  did 
not  bit  with  heaviest  weight  upon  the 
weakest  shoulders.  He  would  venture  to 
put  a  case.  One  man  bad  lO.OOOL  In- 
vested in  land,  yielding  ao  interest  of  3| 
per  cent  or  350/.  per  annum.  At  Id.  in 
the  poood,  the  tax  upon  this  income  would 
be  lOL  Another  man  bad  I0,00(M1  em- 
barked In  trade,  yielding  an  interest  of  10 
per  cent,  and  an  income,  therefore  of 
1,200/.  per  annum,  In  order  that  this 
last  owner  of  10,000/.  should  pay  no  more 
tax  than  the  former,  be  ought  only  to  be 
called  upon  to  contribute  at  the  rate  of  2d. 
in  the  pound.  Both  were  owners  of 
10,0001.,  and  yet  one  was  required  to  pay 
more  than  three  times  as  much  as  the 
other.  Where  was  the  Mlacy  of  the  rea- 
sonioe  founded  upon  this  statement  i 
Whether  he  had  over  or  under-estimated 
Uie  interest  In  rither  case,  made  no  diAr- 
ence  in  the  argument  against  the  two 
identiol  properties  being  called  upon  to 
pay  so  unequally .  Capitu  in  trade  yielded 
more  interest  because  the  risk  waa  greater, 
but  cn|UMl  in  land  yielded  less  interest  on 
account  of  the  permanent  and  snbatantini 
nature  of  the  property.  He  woukl  put 
another  case ;  if  a  professional  man  went 
into  the  market  to  tell  an  annuity  <tf  100/., 
depending  on  his  own  ezertioost  be  would 
only  obtain  at  moat  fifteen  yean*  puicfaaae. 
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or  h&'OOLi  bnt  if  the  suae  UBount  of 
nnnuity  vere  secured  upon  land,  the  aell- 
iog  party  Tould  obbUQ  thirty  yetn'  pur. 
puicluM.  or  9,000/.  Did  mt  this  fact 
shQw  the  grrm  injustice  of  Uxing  nwa  ia 
piofbtsloas  and  busiaas  to  the  sauM  ex- 
tant u  the  ovoen  of  tvul  ?  ir  the  burden 
wen  imposed  io  its  just  pioportiona — if  it 
were  BDMe  lew  uneauu-^ersons  would 
not  be  ioduoed  to  waoe  it ;  so  that  it  was, 
in  ftct,  the  isterest  of  the  GoruDiDNit  to 
render  it  as  uaobjectiooabU  as  poauble, 
with  a  view  to  its  prodiKtireoesB.  as  well 


as  to  its  moral  effect  op  the  coaunuoiti 

thougt 

ha  could  not  reply  to  the  ai^umeut  of  th< 


The  Chancellor  of  the  Esdtequer,  thoui 


Iwn.  Member  for  Bath,  contrired  to  escape 
froB  the  difficultr  in  which  he  was  placed, 
hj  selecting  peculiar  caaee  of  professions  or 
tn^ee,  wheie  incomes  were  as  permanent, 
ss  if  they  bad  been  derived  tnta  land. 
The  right  hoa.  Gentleman  forgot,  that 
th«ae  were  exceptkms  to  the  great  rule  of 
tmie-  Small  merchants  were  not  to  be 
conpaied  with'great  bankers.  The  invest. 
menta  ef  great  hankeis  wen  generally  in 
pentanent,  though  negoUable  secnnttes, 
Dut  tbe  siull  nendiant  bad  his  ventures 
in  di&ient  quarters  of  the  gluhe.  «id  his 
I^ta  were  ooubtfiil  and  uicertaio.  After 
all,  hfl  hoped,  that  tbe  ailments  of  the 
hoi-  Member  fiir  Bath  would  be  more 
(^(■dy,  if  not  tsore  MKGesafull]!,  pspded 
with.  thAD  by  the  Choocelkc  of  the  Ex- 
(Aetjuer ;  onlesB  Hinisten  wen  disposed 
tQ  leaM  the  tax  where  it  was,  and  attampt 
tH  UT  BO  mora  in  ita.  fevour.  The  hon. 
Memnr  fov  Yorkshire  had  certainly  done 
btnudB  of  U>e  question  no  service.  Tfa» 
House  had  decided,  that  an  Income-tax 
•hwld  be  imposed,  and  what  the  hon. 
Moiber  fiw  Yorkshire  had.  said,  only 
•bowedk  that  the  argameota  a^ust  the 
'"^quality  of  the  impost  were  of  wider 
pticatiiKL  than  the  boo.  Meuberfor  Bath 


vwquality  of  the  impost  were  of  wider 
amticatiiKL than  the  boo.  Meuberfor  Bath 
Ma  stwosed.  When  a  caae  of  injustice 
vac  estuIiaJwdi  it  was  no  answer  to  say 
tlwn  wvn  other  cases  of  even  greater 
sevwity.  Tbe  pnmosed  amendmeat  bad 
been  aecwnpwued  by  a  perfectly  simple 
and  practicable  mode  of  carrying  il  into 
effect  by  nturntng  two  different  sources  of 
UKsme,,  one  to  be  taxed  at  3id.  and  tbe 
other  at  7(L  Gould  tbe  rigbt  boa.  Ba- 
ronet show  an  equally  simple  and  prsC' 
tkabla  mode  of  carrying  his  measure  inb 
effect?  Tbe  ugumeot  was  not,  that  tbe 
tax  could  he  rendered  jast,  hut  that  a 
nearer  approximation  to  justice  could  be 
■lada  mn  was  attempted  by  tha 


Mr.  Borthvui  said,  that  iha  H«iha  W 
already  afiiimed  by  its  deciuon  that  il 
would  not  consent  to  a  difference  in  taxa- 
tion as  regarded  terminable  annoitiesw  and 
also,  that  occupiers  of  land  ahonld  ba 
charged  at  tbe  tame  rate  aa  wopneton 
thereof,  and  possessors  of  other  aeacriptioa 
of  property  of  the  sane  kind.  It  scemtd 
to  Dim  as  if  tbe  occupier  of  anaU  Euau 
woald  suffer  most  severely,  for  i>  af^Mared 
that  the  tax  was  ngt  according  to  the 
amount  of  income  derived  from  their 
holding  but  according  to  their  rent.  Tbe 
rent  was  fixed,  but  the  incoma  varied  with 
the  seasons;  and  yet  they  were  taxed  at 
the  same  rate  as  every  other  claaa  io  so- 
ciety. Taking,  therefore,  the  priuciple  of 
equality  which  the  boo.  and  learned  Ge»- 
tleman  advocated,  a  single  glance  wooU 
■how  that  to  adopt  hii  propoaitioa  as  it 
stood,  would  lead  to  the  most  groea  ine- 
quality. The  hon.  and  leamea  Genih- 
n  would  tax  the  professbnal  man  with 
income  barely  turning  150/.  a>year,  at 
the  tame  rate  as  the  professional  nan 
with  6,000/.  a-year,  though  the  laticr 
derived  far  greater  advantages  fram  good 
government,  and  be  would  call  that 
equality.  This  fact  went  to  prove  that 
the  tax  the  hon.  Gentleman  proposed  was 
to  the  fliU  u  uneqttal  aa  that  which  ha 
opposed,  and  consequeotlyi  that  if  tbsia 
was  injustice,  in  the  one  principle,  v  «u 
there,  equal  injustice  in  tno  other.  If  tha 
boo.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  fiaad  a 
higher  rate  of  taxation  upon  tbe  LtEgu 
incomes,  and  a  lower  upoa  tha  loweci  ot 
exempted  ihem  altogether  up  to  a  cettaia 
point,  when  denied  from  tradeaaod  pto- 
fessions,  he  should  have  felt  some  doohM 
as  to  whether  he  ought  not  to  support  bis 
motion,  as  in  his  opinion  it  would  be  a 
nearer  approximation  to  justice.  It  wu 
said  by  Adam  Smttb,  and  quoted  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  that  every 
subject  of  a  state  bad  a  right  to  coatn- 
bute  to  its  support  in  proportion  to  lu> 
ability ;  fae  (Mr.  BoithwicL)  would  add 
he  had  a  right  to  contribute  also  in  pro- 
portion to  the  benefit  he  derived  from  )<* 
institutions.  If  these  axioma  were  ad- 
mitted, then  there  could  be  no  doubt  that 
the  tradesman  with  10,000/.  to  bwin*** 
bad  as  much  right  to  pay  hia  quota  U 
the  agriculiurist  with  10,000/.  in  land,*! 
the  benefit  was  the  same  to  both ;  siid< 
therefore,  there  should  be  no  inaqnidit}  i* 
tbe  rate  of  proportion  at  which  Uiay  mn 
taxed.    If  the  hon.  aod  lauacd  MaabM 
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hftil  mowd  tbtl  all  iooogw*  noder  iOQl, 
a^jrwr  dcriTed  fnn  profawioiw  tod  tradw 
VMM  to  bs  antuwl,  tban  b«  migtii  ba  io- 
clined  lo  aapport  hin ;  but  he  did  not  kb 
t^at  then  was  a  step  more  in  sdvaace 
towards  justiea  in  the  hon.  and  learned 
QtBtlevsa'a  propoiiiioo  than  in  that  of 
tiM  right  hon.  Oenttoman  at  the  head  at 
bfit  H^)CMy'a  Qottrainent.  Toi  tbeae 
raaaona,  b*  ibould  vote  fer  tha  daaia  at  it 


Mr.  Labauekm  laid,  whsterer  diflfereoce 
oro|dnion  might  exist  on  the  question  be- 
fbre  the  House,  no  one  cmild  doubt  that  it 
waa  a  aulyect  of  the  potest  importance, 
inwdving  a  great  principle,  and  one  vhicb 
that  Hwiia  abowld  veil  «Hgh  in  all  iti 
oircHBitaiMN  before  it  came  to  any  deci- 
aioB.  He  oonftased,  thai  be  wae  asziouB 
Dot  to  l^TC  a  iilent  rote  upon  the  ^e«- 
tieot  both  ^m  the  circumstance  that  it 
WBi  hia  mi^rtnne  to  differ  on  this  subject 
team  maaj  Fiienda  with  whom  b«  had 
leag  oordialtr  acted,  and  fbr  whose  opin- 
ieit  be  ratertained  the  greateat  reepsct. 
He  bad  resisted  the  Income-tax  to  the 
beat  of  his  power  on  the  irst  and  ae 
cood  raa^iv  of  this  IhU  ;  and,  without 
reverting  to  the  queetion  thea  before  the 
House,  be  could  not  help  aajit^.  that  if  he 
bad  Bot  hefiwe  doubled  the  policy  and  pro- 
priety of  the  Goremmeot  proposng,  tn 
tWyraseatwcumstaMss  of  tba  coontqr, 
ta  iB^ooi  m  IaaHna<ta>.  tlw  disciisaioa 
wUch  kti  lakjtD  placft  that  aiigU  would 
have  gWBitly  oonfinacd  tlta  doubi*  which 
be  w:p«rieiited  on  that  quntiou-;  foi  a 
pNBOMtion  bad  hem  brought  tefwni 
niJit  SHUiaited,  it  might  ba  by  nry  seuad. 
afdalsaby,  be  nu«tsay,very  gpeciotiarea- 
J  to  say, 


la— supported  too,  he  w 


by  a  gitat  mass  of  popuUr  favour  ai>d 
optuiM)  out  of  doon*  and  brought  fo^ard 
suisly.  ba  was  cosiinced,  because  the 
eawitry  waa  sot  satisfied  that  an  Incoipe- 
taj;  aa  in  had  a]«eya  be«n  understood,  was 
aMutely  necawMfy  kr  the  honour  and 
safety  of  tiwcMUitry;  and  tbertfore  it  wae 
ikal  Duuiy  peopk  out  ef  doose.  and.  he 
beUttveA.  a  vwylawe  number  efMesihera 
in  that  Housswbad  beea  led  to  adoot  opio. 
ua»  a«d  «wpert  propoaala  which  u^er 
elber  wcmisrsnrca  they  would  hare  ep- 
paiacl  H«we«  warrwled  by^  past  «spe< 
rie«o«  IB  vakiag  Ibis  aaeunptioo.  The 
laceaw  to  wee  iw  new  iaopoattion  es. 
Uia  Qountry.  It  had  been  iuponad  during 
a  awhar  «f  yean  when  tbia  coaatry  had 
ba«B  (DgBfed  is  wa«  with  Europe,  and 
dwiug  til  tbat  tiaie  tbi«  modificatioK  of 
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the  tax— «wciQus  as  it  was  and  pt^iokr  aa 
it  was  likely  to  be — bad  not  only  not  been 
received  with  &vour,  but  he  did  not  recol- 
lect that  guch  a  proposition  had  ever  been 
propeaed  to  the  House  by  any  Uenber  of 
it.  This  only  coofirtned  the  view  which 
he  took.  Under  the  present  aicuBWtaocw. 
of  the  country,  in  propovng  a  measure  of 
thia  aort,  they  were  runouig  the  risk  of 


usdermioiog  one  of  our  greateat  reaouroes 
in  war ;  and,  aa  ho  baa  £>reee»i^  and  It 
was  DOW  happening,  the  country  w«dd 
look  with  a  more  sorutiniaiag  e^  to  tlse 
tax  when  now  breught  fimnu^  than  wbeo 
it  was  brought  fonnid  undw  tlie  necessity 
irf'grappHng  with  great  public  difficulties. 
Fearing  as  he  did,  that  the  country  could 
never  ei^^age  in  any  exteaure  war  with- 
out iasposiBg  such  a  tax,  it  would  Aen  be- 
coiw  the  duty  of  eveir  hoMst  and  patrt- 
otie  man  lo  call  «b  the  coaatry  to  bear 
those  burdena  which  were  really 


JtTuei 
for  the  honour  and  intereet  ef  the  eountrr. 
He  bad  bees  rather  surprised  to  hear  bic 
hoD.  and  learned  Friend,  the  Member  Jbr 
Bath  state,  that  both  authority  and  pre- 
cedent were  in  favour  of  his  {aoposition.— 
(Mr.  Sotimck:  I  Mid  iwthlng  ef  the 
sort.1  He  eertaiolr  understood  Ms  boa.' 
and  learned  Friend  to  say  so ;  but  he 
did  not  recollect  any  public  umb  in  that 
House  who  had  ever  woken  «i  this  m»< 
tion  who  had  net  laM  down  thiaaiwwph^ 
Uiat  if  aa  hwoBiwm  wera  to  w  wartsd 
ta  it  nut  be  of  tunietaal  afptotioii.  If 
th^  onoe  bqpn  to  inqoixe  lotft  tba  aoorcea 
of  iocoDKi  tbeygotiataeodleaadifScultut; 
in  short,  thn  wera  put  betwew  tba  tw« 
alternatives  of  leavine  the  tax  where  it 
was,  or  meeting  other  mequalitiea  equally 
^rest  and  unmitigated.  He  fbund4  that 
10  the  year  1803,  a  propaution  was  made 
to  the  House  by  Mr.  Aodiugton^  though 
not  to  the  extent  ef  the  ptc^oaitieii  ef  toe 


hon.  Member  for  Bath,  yet  sonethi^  af 
the  same  eharactevL  Mr.  Ad^gtoo  pea. 
pesed  to  gire  cntain  advantages  te  iKOBses 
derived  mat  proftselona  and  tradee ;  oetw 
tdn  ezemptbna  and  cevtidn  abatements  to 
penooa  en||aged  in  trades  and  profti^iis, 
which  were  not  to  be  extended  to  fand- 
bidden  and  laodowners.  )f  any  Geatj*- 
man  wished  to  read  a  discussion  of  the 
whole  principle,  he  would  refer  fain  to 
that  debate,  Mr.  Pitt  came  down  to  the 
Kwiae  and  opposed  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
Addio^Q  in  the  strongest  maouer.  aad 
real^  some  passages  in  the  ^lOKb  of  Mr. 
Pitt  were  so  remarkable,  that  he  would 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  them- 
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Mr.  Pitt'i  fint  objection  vas  this 
said: — 

"You  are  favouring  ane  clau  of  income  U 
ihfl  expense  of  anoiher  j  that  ia  a  very  dange- 
rous principle.  You  ought  not  to  do  anything 
to  encourage  the  flowing  of  capital  from  one 
Murce  to  another." 

What  he  said  waa  this : — 

"He  modes  of  disposing  of  capital  should 
not  by  any  means  be  interfered  with  through 
the  opeiation-of  a  partial  tax,  tending  to  en* 
coursi^  the  application  of  that  capital  to  one 
mode  in  preference  to  another.  Those  modes 
were  various.  One  likes  to  employ  his  capital 
in  a  business  vihich  requires  great  labour,  and 
from  which  he  looks  for  proportionala  profits ; 
another  seeks  to  derive  profits  from  his  capital 
in  great  liAs  :  and  a  third  chooses  to  indulge 
io  iBiinesa,  and  to  enjoy  a  small  profit  in  se- 
curity. Of  the  latter,  some  resort  to  the  fundi, 
and  others  to  land.  It  struck  his  mind,  that 
any  attempt  to  meddle  by  a  legislative  mea- 
sure with  this,  the  usual  and  spontaneous 
dijtribaiion  of  property,  would  be  highly  inju- 
dicious and  unjust,  would  be  extremely  une- 
qual, and  tend  to  violate  the  very  character  of 
an  Incom^tax." 

Mr.  Pitt  also  said  :— 

"  It  was  proposed  in  this  bill  to  make  vari- 
ous abatement*  to  persoos  having  annual  reve- 
Due  not  exceeding  1501.,  and  all  under  60J.  a- 

f>ar  to  be  entirely  dischatfed  from  the  tax. 
rom  this  eiemptiDn,  however,  the  landed  pro- 
prietors and  receiver*  of  interests  in  the  funds 
to  inch  amount  were  excluded." 

This  WBM  giving  certain  peiBoni  whow 
incomes  were  derived  from  profeasioDB  and 
tradea  an  adrantage  over  those  whose  in- 
comes were  derived  from  real  property  and 
fhmi  the  funds.    Mr.  Pitt  said : — 

"  He  could  not  conceive  the  grounds  upon 
which  Ihis  eaclusioo  piofeued  to  rest.  It  cer- 
tainly was,  with  respect  Io  the  funds,  a  breach 
of  the  principle  upon  which  loans  had  been 
contracted  for,  and  what  effect  such  an  inno- 
valiOD  wsi  likely  to  have  upon  any  future  loan 
he  would  not  pretend  to  say,  bui  he  would 
maintain,  that  it  was  a  breach  of  promise  to  the 
Gontraclors  for  the  loans.  For  this  strange 
difference  in  the  application,  he  was  aware  of 
but  one  argnment  which  was  advanced,  namely, 
that  it  was  ftdr  to  take  a  distinction  beineen 
the  profiti  of  ca[)ilal  employed  in  industry, 
and  that  not  arising  from  the  same  source. 
This  distinction  he  thought  tlie  very  reverse  of 
wisdom." 

Mr.  Pitt  went  on  to  urge  another  irgn- 
ment,  which  he  thought  well  warranted 
the  attention  of  the  House.  Mr.  Pitt  did 
not  put  it  on  the  principle  of  expediencr  : 
he  thought  the  principle  of  public  foitb 
was  in  some  d^^  contieetea  with  this 
subject  :— 
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"  But,  above  all  other  cdnBidatatiem,  bt  de- 
precated the  proposed  regulation  as  ineoDsi^ 
lent  with  national  good  f^tb,  and  as  calcalaicd 
to  strike  the  first  blow  gainst  that  credit  ibr 
which  the  country  had  been  so  long  distia- 
guished.  In  every  loan  bill  the  fiuidameDtal 
principle  was,  that  there  should  be  iw  dednc- 
lion  from  the  dividends  of  those  who  huf  iswr 
the  creditors  of  the  public-  Some  pertons 
had  even  carried  this  so  hi  as  to  contend,  that 
the^  ought  not  to  be  included  in  a  general  tax 
or  income.  He  was  at  least  contideni,  that  it 
waa  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  or  justice  of 
Pariiamect  to  place  those  who  had  lent  moaej 
to  the  public  in  a  woiae  situation  than  at  the 
lime  when  the  money  was  advanced.  Tbere 
was  no  violation  of  any  compact  with  the  pab- 
lic  creditor  in  making  property  arising  fram 
the  funds  be  considered  as  a  part  of  gertttal 
income,  but  from  the  moment  that  the  ftmda 
were  separately  taxed,  what  foundation  could 
the  public  creditor  rest  upon  in  any  fotore 
loan  which  it  might  be  necessary  to  raise  for 
the  public  service .' " 

Tliat  was  a  principle  which  was  eqully 
held  on  both  sides  of  the  House  at  that 
tiracj  quite  as  stroogly  by  Mr.  Fox  at  br 
Mr.  Pitt. 

"  We  are  going,"  said  Ibey,  "  venr  near  tbe 
wind  in  taxing  the  property  of  the  mndowner 
at  all;  but,  from  the  moment  you  make  these 
exemptions,  il  becomes  very  auestiooable  if 
yon  are  not  violating  Ctith  wiib  the  pubUe 
creditor." 

Gentlemen  had  quoted  and  slated  rery 
hard  cases  of  persoas  engaged  in  pnile»- 
sions,  and  had  contrasted  their  cases  whk 
thooe  of  the  fnndholdets  and  great  land- 
owneiB.  Nothing  was  eaner  thim  to  nlect 
cases  of  that  description.  Take  the  caae 
of  a  clerk  io  a  public  office,  a  man  at  160£. 
or  170/.  a  year,  with  a  family  to  snpport. 
If  the  Bmeadment  n^  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Bath  was  carried,  that  man 
would  see  the  3  per  cent,  taken  from  his 
income,  white  his  neighbour,  who  was  a 
thriving  merchant,  only  paid  half  the 
amount  on  his  gains.  Hon,  Memben  aU 
ways  talked  of  landowners  and  fumntolden 
as  of  men  of  large  properties;  but  | 


property  m  invested  bad  raw  oi 
but  small  incomes.  A  man  with  only  150f. 
a-year  from  the  Aiods  would  think  h  a 
very  great  hardship  if  his.  inoone  were 
taxed  higher  than  bis  neighU«r*Si  the 
prosperous  mercbant*  wboae  incone  wia 
derived  from  trade.  An  IiK»m»-tax  wia 
fiill  of  these  inequalities  and  injustiett  and 
they  might  as  well  attempt  to  wash  a 
blackamoor  white,  as  attempt  to  make  an 
Income-tax  joat  That  was  the  rMna 
why  be  had  oppoeod  the  tax;    bat  the 
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Houu  hftriog  agreed  to  theprlodple  of  income  whidisof  iadiridual  might  receive 
the  billj  be  for  one  should  lend  a  verjr  un-  |  he  might — as  his  friend  the  Member  for  the 
williog  ear  to  the  principle  of  a  variatioo  ;  connt^  of  Durham  had  stated — hegin  with 
in  the  rate  of  the  tax.  In  his  conviction,  the  sum  of  150^.  at  the  unit.  If  he  relied 
the  moment  they  lost  sight  of  the  general  on  the  promises  of  numerical  support  which 
principle  that  this  was  a  tax  on  income,  he  should  receive,  and  he  had  no  reason  to 
and  that  every  man's  income  must  contri- 1  dbtrust  them,  he  felt  that  he  should  not 
bute  to  the  State  according  to  a  fixed  pro- !  bring  forward  this  subject,  if  he  were  to 
portion,  they  entered  on  injustice,  and  .  bring  it  forward  in  the  shape  of  a  substsn- 
they  would  in  the  end  have  no  alternative  tial  motion,  without  some  fai^  prospect  of 
but  either  to  give  up  the  bill,  or  to  involve  success.  But  he  could  assure  his  right 
themselves  in  endless  difficulties,  whether  hon.  Friend  that  his  object  was,  not  to 
any  scheme  might  not  be  devised,  founded  weaken  the  great  financial  measure  which 
on  some  other  principle,  which  mi<;ht  meet  he  had  proposed,  and  least  of  all  so  by  the 
these  difficulties,  he  would  not  undertake  ,  support  of  those  who  in  no  other  instance 
to  assert ;  all  that  he  would  say  was,  that  I  would  probably  do  him  the  honour  of 
no  such  scheme  had  been  suomitted  to  j  voting  with  him.  It  would  free  the  tax 
the  consideration  of  the  House.  He  had  from  a  large  portion  of  its  unpopularity  if 
thought  it  his  duty  to  make  these  few  ob-  the  right  hon.  Baronet  could  feel  that  it 
■ervations  to  the  House,  Having  himself  .  was  consistent  with  his  duty  to  begin  the 
a  strong  opinion  on  the  subject,  he  did  not  I  tax  on  income  at  the  point  to  which  he  had 
like  to  vote  against  so  many  of  those  with  I  already  called  attention.  Any  one  who  in 
whom  he  had  so  long  been  in  the  habit  of ,  that  House  happened  to  propose  any  subject 
acting,  if  he  did  not  endeavour  to  state  the  i  of  general  interest  was  sure  to  receive  in  the 
reasons  which  had  brought  him  to  those  I  course  of  the  next  twenty-four  hours  so 
opinions,  and  to  show  them  that  it  was  not  |  many  letters  on  the  subject  of  the  debate 


without  consideration  that  he  had 
the  opinion  which  he  had  ;  and,  knowing 
that  the  opinion  nhich  he  entertained  on 
this  subject  was  not  very  popular,  he  felt 
that  he  should  be  slirinking  from  his  duty 
if  he  did  not  stale  his  sentiments. 

Sir  R.  H.  Inglis  said,  anxious  as  he  was, 
that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  R.  Peel) 


issue,  and  written  with  so  much  evident 
sincerity,  and  with  the  names  of  the  parties 
attached,  as  must  satisfy  him  that  he  had 
not  proposed  a  proposition  unsupported  by 
great  masses  of  his  fellow-countrymen; 
and  if  he  could  bring  before  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  statements  made  to  him,  which  be 
had  every  reason  to  believe  were  n: 


should  reconuder  one  portion  of  the  bill  thentic  and  unexagge rated,  he  thought 
with  a  view  to  the  reduction  of  the  burden  that  he  could  justify  to  him  the  propoei- 
oftaxationoo  thelargestclassof  thepeople,  tion  which  he  had  had  the  honour  tomake. 
and  aware  that  the  proposition  of  the  hon.  His  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
and  learned  Member  for  Bath  would,  to  a  j  Taunton  had  referred  to  the  cases  of  clerks 
great  extent,  effect  that  object,  he  yet  could  at  1541.  per  annum.  Now,  one  of  the 
not  concur  with  him  in  the  principle  upon  letters  to  which  he  had  already  adverted 
which  he  advocated  that  reduction.  The  .  stated  just  that  case.  It  was  the  case  of 
hon.  and  learned  Member  proposed  to  re-  |  a  gentleman  having  an  income  of  155/. 
lieve  one  class ;  theobject  which  he  desired  ,  upon  which  he  had  to  maintain  the  ap- 
to  effect  would  be  to  relieve  ihe  poor. of  all  '  peafance  of  a  gentleman.  He  stated  he 
classes.  He  had  appealed  to  his  right  hon.  ,  was  now  sixty-four  years  of  age,  that  he  had 
Friend  (Sir  R.  Peel)  on  a  former  occasion,  |  had  a  family  of  thirteen  children,  fire  of 
•bout  three  weeks  ago ;  he  had  asked  no  |  whom  were  even  now  burdens  upon  him, 
immediate  answer,  and  he  felt  that  he  had  ^  and,  besides  them,  he  had  an  aged  relative,  a 
no  claim  to  ask  any  other  answer  than  that  .  lady,  ninety-one  years  of  age,  dependent 
which  hts  right  hon.  Friend  in  the  course  .  upon  him;  and  that  to  take  from  him  the 
of  the  discussion,  might  be  pleased  to  give  amount  which  the  proposed  Income-tax 
to  the  suggestion  which  he  had  then  given.  <  would  tiike  would  be  a  very  severe  punish. 
He  now  repeated  it.  The  proposition  to  '  ment  upon  him.  He  knew  that  his  right 
which  be  had  called  the  attention  of  the  lion.  Friend  at  the  bead  of  the  Govern- 
right  hon.  Baronet  was,  that  he  should  ment  had  s^d,  na  doubt  with  great  truth 
give  td  all  classes  in  all  the  schedules,  the  as  it  regarded  the  larger  incomes,  that  the 
sime  benefit  which  he  had  given  in  respect    effect  of  the  tariff,  with  which  he  meant  to 

to  persons  who  nomioBlJy  had  an  income  of   accompany  this  Income-tax,  would  so  di-  /''^  I 

150/.  a-year;  that  whatever  mi^t  be  the    minish  the  price  of  articles  of  consumption        -  hu  VjOOQIC 
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dass  of  tliue  wbo  bai  I50I,  ftr  Banim. 
His  object  was  not  by  any  aoddm  le^ 
from  150^.  to  151JL  to  tale  41  lOt.  from 
the  possesBor  of  one  of  thaw  iocoiuea,  mod 
to  leare  the  other  free,  but  to  give  la  tha 
indiridual  who  had  20CUL  a-year  tke  mma 
remisBioD  as  irould  be  given  to  the  man  ot 
1501.  income,  making  him  pay  only  oa  the 
surplus  SOL,  and  in  the  same  way  llie 
man  of  2502.  pay  on  the  surplus  lOOl  He 
was  sure  bis  ngbt  bon.  Fneod  was  aa  in. 
tensely  anxious  aa  any  man  to  promote  the 
wel&re  of  hia  fcllow-aubjecta,  and  that  be 
could  have  no  other  wish  than  to  ditchaigc 
his  duty  to  the  Crown  and  to  the  commu- 
nity, by  raising  as  lar^  a  portioa  of  tbe 
revenue  as  he  could  with  the  leait  posnUe 
inconvenience.  But  he  sobmitted  that  hia 
right  bon.  Friend  had  greatly  nndeiatated 
the  amount  of  revenue  wbidi  he  would  re- 
ceive under  the  present  InII,  if  carried  iota 
alaw  as  it  stood.  He  was  sure  from  what 
he  had  heard  that  his  right  hm.  Friend 


as  conuderably  to  relieve  those  upon  whom 
he  meant  in  the  first  instance  to  impose 
the  burden  to  which  he  was  now  advert- 
ing. But  cvdioarily  tbe  reduction  of  prices 
would  have  reference  to  the  cases  of  lusury, 
and  in  verjr  few  instances  would  it  apply 
to  what  might  be  called  necessaries.  These 
reductions  would  benefit  persons  with 
6,000/.  and  10,000/.  per  annum;  but 
would  afford  no  relief  to  such  individuals 
as  the  gentleman  tA  whose  case  he  had 
called  t^  attention  of  the  House,  There 
were  classes  of  the  same  kind  who  scarcely 
ever  tasted  butcher's  meat,  and  to  those 
classes  tbe  reduction  in  the  duties  on 
auger,  coffee,  m  any  one  of  the  1,200  arti- 
cles mentioned  in  the  tariff,  would  afibid 
no  relief  or  benefit—  at  all  events,  it  would 
be  very  slight.  There  were  individuals 
whom  this  tax  would  effect,  who  had  not 
what  that  House  would  scarcely  call  luxu- 
ries, but  which  tbe  butlers  of  many  bon. 
Members  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
would  call  necessaries.    It  was  not,  there- 1  would  receive  so  much  larger  a  sum  troaa 


fore,  to  that  one  class  of  individuals  whom 
tbe   hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Bath 
bad  taken  under  bis  protection  that  the 
remission  wfaich  he  asked  would  be  advan- 
tageous, it  was  the  poor  of  all  classes 
under  all  the  schedules  of  this  bill  that  the 
remission  of  t&xatioo  which  lie  respectfully 
submitted  to  his  right  hon.  Friend  at  the 
bead  of  the   Government  would  apply. 
His  right  hon.  Friend  must  remember, 
that  unpopalar  aa  any  tax  must  always  be, 
it  was  a  gnat  object  to  diminish  that  ua- 
sopularityaa  much  as  pomble.  Tbe  House 
Icnew  by  tbe  returns  which  wiginally  had 
been  moved  for  by  Mr.  Baring  (Lord  Asb- 
burton),  showing  the  difierent  amouats  of 
dividends  now  distributed,  that  there  were 
about  89,000  whose  dividends  were  under 
Bl. — he  spoke  onlj 
tion;    and    64,000 
tbe  same  source  w 
not  mean  to  say,  thi 
wbo  would  be  suffi 
poation  of  his  rig] 
they  would  be  relii 
and  learned  Membi 
to  it  merely  as  an 
of  the  aaeertioQ  tbi 
land,  notwithstand 
law  of  primogenit 
there  was  ■  strict  ( 
that  this  country  i 
In  Aelings  of  any 
there  was  a  larger 
io  this  country  tb 
greatest  number  ' 


the  metropolis  alone,  that  be  could  not  but 
think  he  would  be  able  to  make  this  ooa* 
cession,  which  he  (Sir  R.  Ingtis)  again 
ventured  humbly  to  submit  to  faim.  Be 
(Sir  R.  Inglis)  bad  made  some  calcoIatioBa, 
but  with  uiem  he  would  not  trouUe  tbe 
House,  because  be  could  not  rely  with  «]^ 
solute  certainty  upon  their  accurKy ;  hot 
at  the  same  time  be  could  not  but  believe 
that,  though  tus  right  hon.  Friend  might 
lose  upon  the  smaller  sums,  ret  ia  the  ag- 
gregate he  would  nin  in  the  amount  of 
revenue  by  the  adoption  ti  this  plan, 
which  would  remove  unpopularity,  relieve 
those  u^  whom  the  nirden  would  be 
most  gnevDus,  and  which  wsa  better  than 
any  suggestion  which  bad  yet  been  oAocd 
for  those  purposes.  Not  wishing  to  em- 
Friend,  though 

hit       •    ^ 


propodtioa  fay 
did  not  agree 

eints,  he  woaM 
e  suhnitted  it, 
tuFriendi  andh« 
9  gave  ithiaeoiK 
grateful  if  that 
luce  liiai  to  gjive 
rt 

!  hoped  bis  boa. 
Inglis)  would  not 
espeet  to  hia  or 
tot  enter  into  tbe 
•  hon.  Pnend  had 
It  occaaioa.  He 
,  that  if  his  boa. 


y  Google 


IKS 


tMGoma-lta. 


{Apkil  39} 


/ncome-foz. 


1SS6 


dace  bis  propoitiioa  u  a  subitintive 
tioD,  he  would  DOtmeit  his  suppori,  if 
ftomiuch  aqu&Tter  hia  hoD.FrieDd  would 
FBceivB  it.  He  was  extremely  rejoiced 
that  the  question  had  been  Tailed  on  the 
,preieDt  occasion  by  the  lion,  and  learned 
Hember  for  Bath,  first,  because,  among 
all  the  long  and  arduous  debates  which 
had  taken  place,  this  certainly,  was  the 
nost  damaging  to  the  Income-tax;  and, 
•eooudly.  because  he  could  not  agree 
with  hoD.  Qeollemeu  who  said,  that 
the  House  was  not  to  consider  the  de- 
tails of  the  measure,  but  to  take  it  as  a 
whole ;  it  would  be  the  greatest  of  all 
pitiet  to  improve  or  alter  to  any  way.  He 
thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to 
mitigate  the  eTita  of  this  bill,  and  he  must 
say,  that  no  answer  whatever  had  been 
given  to  the  proposition  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Bath.  He  had  pointed 
out  the  great  injustice  which  would  be 
worked  upon  the  classes  he  sought  to 
protect,  and  it  was  no  answer  to  say,  that 
there  were  other  injustices,  and  that, 
therefore,  the  Honse  ought  not  to  proceed 
to  remedy  this  particular  injustice.  The 
hen.  and  learned  Member  for  Bath  had 
pointed  out  an  easy  remedy  for  this  injoi- 
tice,andif  any  other  bun.  Member  poinied 
oat  any  other  injustice  to  which  an  equally 
easy  remedy  could  be  applied,  he  for  one, 
was  prepared  to  give  him  his  support.  He 
did  not  agree  with  his  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Hsmber  for  Taunton,  that  this 
was  that  sublime  war  tax  with  which  they 
bid  nothiag  to  do  in  the  way  of  amand- 
ment;  but  whether  it  was  ■  wir-tax  or 
not,  he  could  not  help  ohserving,  that  we 
bad  never  been  said  to  be  in  such  a  state 
of  emei^ency  as  to  be  compelled  to  im. 
pose  it,  except  as  a  war-tax,  and  such 
only,  although  the  right  hon.  Baronet  him- 
self did  not  even  say,  that  it  might  not  he 
io  modified  as  to  he  available  on  future 
ocoasions  in  a  greater  d^ree  of  intensity. 
But  to  proceed  now  to  the  particular  pro- 
position of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Bath.  The  light  hon.  Gentleman,  the 
Chaucellor  of  the  Exchequer,  had  said, 
that  this  was  a  tax  which  had  been  adooted 
io  preference  to  some  other  tax,  which 
would  have  home  equally  heavy  upon  the 
proftssioDal  income.  But  he  begged  to 
declare  his  belief  that  such  was  not  au 
argumant  applicable  to  this  case,  be- 
cause whatever  other  tax  might  be  pro- 
posed) so  long  as  it  was  not  in  the  nature 
of  direct  taxation,  it  might  be  avoided,  and 


BO  its  operalbn  would,  toacertain  extent, 
be  got  rid  of.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Uakeard,  the  other  evening,  had  staled  a 
very  strong  case  of  a  life  annuity,  to  which 
he  wished  to  refer.  He  had  spoken  of  a 
gentleman,  a  member  of  a  profession,  forty 
years  of  age,  who  by  bis  exertions  made 
5,000/.  a-year,  and  who  had  a  mother  aged 
eighty,  woo  received  5001.  per  annum  un- 
der a  life  annuity,  and  he  had  argued  that  it 
would  be  the  greatest  injustice  that  the 
mother  should  be  taxed  while  her  son 
escaped  under  an  exemption.  He  admitted 
that  there  would  be  great  injustice  in  the 
case,  if  the  proposition  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman were  carried  out  to  its  full  extent, 
but  by  the  motion  now  before  the  House 
the  difficulty  against  which  he  had  con- 
tended would  not  arise,  because  that  mo- 
tion  did  not  propose  to  exempt  professional 
incomes  altogether,  but  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  taxation  on  them  only  by  one- 
half.  Against  such  a  proposition  as  the 
entire  exemption  of  such  incomes,  he 
should  undoubtedly  give  his  vote,  hut  the 
motion  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Bath  was  of  an  entirety  different  cha- 
racter, and  was  founded  upon  the  suppo- 
sition that  the  imposition  of  one-half  the 
amount  of  taxation  on  professional  in- 
comes would  place  them  in  a  position  of 
equality  with  permanent  incomes.  For 
his  own  part,  he  believed  that  the  tax  upon 
professional  incomes  was  by  fsr  the  great- 
est injustice  which  was  proposed  to  be 
perpetrated  under  this  bill.  A  profes- 
sional income  cuuld  not  be  ranked  as  an 
estate  for  life,  or  as  an  estate  which  would 
fail  only  with  the  necessity  for  its  coo- 
tinuBoce,  but  it  was  an  estate  which 
endured  only  during  health.  It  depended, 
as  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Balh 
had  so^ested,  not  merely  upon  the  will 
or  the  ability  of  a  man  to  labour,  but  itt 
many  instances  upon  the  temporary  fashion 
to  employ  him,  and  it  was  impossible  to 
calaulate  even  from  year  to  year  how  long 
that  fashion  might  continue,,  Hit  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Taunton  had 
referred  to  a  speech  made  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  undoubtedly  his  arguments  were  en- 
titled to  great  weight;  but  when  Mr.  Pitt 
had  said  that  all  incomes  should  be  taxed 
equally,  he  thought  that  must  be  viewed 
as  one  of  those  wholesale  arguments  which 
could  have  tittle  influence  in  such  a  case. 
The  principle  of  an  unirerial  equality  of 
the  tax,  to  his  mind,  could  not  be  Bap- 
ported,  for  he  could  bardly  see  how  the 
2  T  2  .    I' 
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injuitice  being  done  to  the  boldera  of  pro 
fessional  income.  He  could  not  help 
expressing  a  feeling  of  regret,  in  which  he 
thought  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Bath  would  Bgree~--lhat  that  hon.  and 
learned  Member,  seeing  so  man;  of  the 
evils  or  this  tax,  had  not  been  prepared  to 
give  a  more  general  opposiiion  to  the 
measure,  and  that  he  should  have  ever 
declared  his  belief  that  this  was  a  bold, 
comprehensive,  and  honest  measure. 

Sir  R.  Ptel:  I  was  rather  surprised  to 
find  that  the  right  bon.  Gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down  would  vote  in  favour  of 
the  proposition  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Bath,  because  he  says,  that 
whenever  you  can  do  justice  you  must  do 
it;  but  tbereia  a  clear  distinction  between 
the  cases  of  trades  and  of  professions,  and 
there  is  a  peculiar  aggravation  of  the  in- 
justice which  pervades  this  bill,  in  respert 
of  professions,  which  does  not  apply  to 
Iraaes.  Therigbthon. Gentleman,  there- 
fore, should  make  a  distinction  between 
trades  and  professions,  and  should  propuse 
that  they  should  be  made  subject  to  dif- 
ferent rates  of  taxation.  And  it  will  be 
DO  answer,  according  to  the  view  which 
he  has  taken,  that  there  will  be  a  difficulty 
in  doing  so;  forthere  will  be  no  greater  dif- 
ficulty than  that  with  which  the  hon,  and 
learned  Member  for  Bath  has  to  contend  ; 
and  it  is  clear  that,  according  to  his  prin- 
ciples, he  cannot  support  the  motion  of 
that  hon.  and  learned  Member,  but  ilist 
he  should  rather  strive  to  apply  a  rule  lo 
professions  different  from  that  which  hi 
would  apply  to  trades.  I  think,  however 
without  going  any  further  into  this  point 
that  we  should  on  this  occasion  confine 
ourselves  to  thediscussionof  the  question, 
vrhelher  it  would  be  just  according  to  the 
principles  on  which  this  House  usually 
acts,  and  fitting  as  regards  the 
of  the  public,  that  a  distinction  should  be 
made  according  to  the  source  from  wlgi 
the  tai  is  to  be  derived.  And  1  will  Grsl 
observe,  with  regard  to  the  right  hi 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Taunton,  that 
I  concur  with  him  both  in  the  vote  which 
be  is  about  to  give,  and  on  the  general 
grounds  upon  which  that  vote  will  rest. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  assumes,  for 
the  aake  of  argument,  that  the  House  ia 
right  in  imposing  an  Income-tax,  and  he 
says  that  if  thai  be  a  just  and  an  e\pe- 
dient  course  to  take,  there  should  be  nu 
exemption  on  account  of  any  supposed 


taining  the  lucome  of  the  person  taxed.  I 
differ  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
ihtSi  end  I  retain  the  opinion  which  I 
originally  expressed,  that  if  you  have  to 
raise  3{  or  4  millions  of  money,  under  • 
the  present  circumstances  of  the  conntry, 
there  is  no  manner  in  which  it  can  be  raised 
with  less  of  embarrassment  or  inconvenience 
to  the  community  than  by  imposing  a  tax 
upon  income.  1  repeat  that  I  retain  the 
opinion  which  I  have  alwaya  expressed, 
and  that  all  the  discussions  which  I  have 
beard  upon  Uie  sut^ect,  have  only  coa- 
firmed  my  impression,  that  on  the  whole, 
there  is  no  other  course  by  which  thessme 
id  could  be  attained,  and  less  of  injus- 
tice done.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Bath,  in  refening  to  this  part  of  the 
ibject,  has  alluded  to  the  maxims  laid 
iwn  by  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  with  regard  to 
the  principles  of  taxation.    Those  maxlnu 


The  subject*  of  every  state  ought  to  coo- 
tribute  towards  the  support  of  the  Govern. 
ml,  u  nearly  as  pouihle,  according  lo  their 
ipective  abilities  ;  that  is,  in  proportioD  to 


tax  which' each  individual  is  bound  to  pajr, 
ought  to  be  certain  and^ot  arbitrary.  Thirdly, 
every  lax  ought  to  be  levied  at  the  time,  or  in 
the  manner,  in  which  it  i«  most  likely  to  be 
Gonveoiant  for  the  eontributor  to  pay  it. 
Fourthly,  every  tax  ought  to  be  so  contrired 
as  both  to  lake  out,  and  to  keep  out,  of  tiie 
pockets  of  the  people  as  little  a*  possible.onr 
aud  above  what  it  biinp  into  the  publie  trei- 
■ury  of  the  state." 

From  these  maxims  a  recent  writer  hsi 
drawn  thisconclusion,  that  there  is  not  one 
of  those  maxims  taken  on  the  whole,  or 
scarcely  any  part  of  any  one  of  them 
taken  clistinctly,  which  a  tsx  on  income 
does  not  more  fully  confirm  than  any  lai 
of  any  other  description  ;  and  that  writer 
refers  to  these  propositions  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  that  the  tax  on  incomes  ii 
more  just  to  all  classes  of  the  community, 
and  particularly  to  the  great  consoroing 
classes,  than  ibose  taxes  which  are  de- 
rivable from  any  other  source.  And  I 
must  say,  that  if  we  bad  atlempted  to 
levy  this  amount  of  taxes,  either  on  arti- 
cles of  consumption,  by  an  increase  of  the 
window-tax  or  of  the  assessed  taxes,  or 
liy  a  lioirie  tax,  the  particular  class  which 
would  have  been  peculiarly  subject  to 
the  additional  burdens  to  be  imposed, 
would  have  consisted  of  those  [lenMi^^  u„ 
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who  dttin  their  JDcomes  from  piofeiiional 
etnplojnient ;  sod  I  lay  agaia,  lliat  tbii 
Income-tax  has  this  adrantagu  over  all 
orher  taxes,  that  the  wealthy  man  cannol 
escape  iti  operation  by  withdrawing  him- 
seir  from  this  countTy,  for  whether  he  re- 
maios  here,  or  absents  himseir  altogether 
from  this  country,  bo  long  at  he  derives  his 
income  Trom  this  country,  he  is  still  open 
ID  the  operation  of  the  tax.  With  regard 
to  the  particular  exemption  suught  to  be 
ctlabiiihed  by  this  motion,  I  agree  with 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Member 
for  Taunton,  and  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  whatever  course  that  right  bon.  Gen- 
tleman may  take — whether  it  be  a  popaiar 
or  an  unpopular  course — it  is,  under  all 
circumsiancea,  only  that  line  of  conduct 
which  ii  dictated  to  him  by  purely  con- 
BCientiouB  motives.  ]  will  now  address 
myself  to  the  arguments  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Bath,  He  spoke  very 
warmly  on  the  great  responsibility  which 
devolves  on  me  individually  on  account  of 
the  decision  to  which  I  have  come  on  this 
saljecl.  I  can  assure  the  bon.  and  learned 
Member,  that  when  I  have  arrived  at  a 
conclusion  that  a  particular  course  is  the 
jtist course  for  me  to  take,  wiih  regard  to 
amount  of  lesponsibility  which  devolves 
on  me,  I  am  prepared  to  andertake  it  all, 
for  1  think  that  it  is  a  responsibility  which  [ 
ought  to  bear.  Now,  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  agrees  with  me  that  the  locoine- 
lax,  subject  to  those  modiGcations  which 
he  has  stated,  is,  on  the  whole,  the  most 
just  impost  which  could  be  aclopted.  I 
make  the  proposition  as  it  now  stands  be- 
fore the  House,  and  he  does  nut  propose 
to  remedy  any  one  of  the  evils  alleged 
against  the  lax  on  account  of  its  inquisiio- 
rial  nature.  [Mt.  Roebuck :  We  have  not 
come  to  that  yet.^  Speaking  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member's  proposition,  the 
inquisition  into  the  incomes  derived  from 
tradei  and  professions  must  equally  take 
place,  whether  the  amount  to  be  levied  be 
3\d.  or  Id.  in  the  pound ;  and  the  inquisi- 
tion so  much  complained  of,  would  be  only 
•ggraTated  wider  this  new  proposition, 
because  the  same  objectionable  mode  of 
ascertaining  the  income  of  a  penon  must 
be  put  into  operation  for  the  parpose  of 
levying  asmallersum  than  would  be  raised 
under  my  proposition.  His  motion,  there- 
fore, has  not  for  any  part  of  its  object  the 
application  of  a  remedy  for  this  nlleged 
defect,  but  his  proposal  is  simply  this, 
that  other  incomes  being;  sabject  to  tua. 
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lion  to  a  certain  amount,  the  income  de> 
rived  from  trades  and  professions  shall 
only  pay  one-half.  I  object  to  that  pro- 
position, because  I  think  that  an  adherence 
lo  the  plan  brought  forward  by  the  Oo- 
vernment  would  work  less  injustice  than 
would  be  produced  by  such  a  system  being 
adopted.  We  proposed  to  levy  a  tax  on 
ihe  income  of  the  country  to  enable  us  to 
supply  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue,  but 
at  the  same  time  we  seek  to  make  an 
Rbaiemeot  in  (he  cost  of  articles  of  con- 
sumption, in  the  hope  to  benefit  all  classes, 
Imt  more  especially  those  classes  of  which 
the  hon,  and  learned  Member  is  the  advo- 
cate. The  other  night  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  appeared  to  view  the  justice  of 
my  proposal  in  a  different  light,  and  he 
argued  ihat  if  you  could  make  any  distinc- 
tion whatever,  it  should  be  on  account  of 
the  permanency  of  the  tenure  of  property ; 
far  when  I  went  on  to  show  the  diffetence 
in  respect  of  real  properly,  as  (o  the 
permanency  of  tenure,  he  said,  that  in 
every  case  he  would  make  a  proportionate 
abatement.  That  is  not  his  proposal  now, 
I  understand  the  justice  of  what  he  said 
then.  I  can  understand  your  saying  that 
in  respect  of  all  income,  from  whatever 
source  derived,  we  should  look  lo  the 
duration  of  the  interest  of  the  holder  of  it, 
and  subject  all  persons  to  a  proportionate 
tax.  The  hon.  Member  says  now,  "  I  will 
leave  the  income  arising  from  real  property 
subject  to  the  Income-tax,  but  I  will  take 
one  particular  species  of  income  which 
shall  be  exempt  from  it."  But  what  has 
the  hon.  Member  done?  He  has  agreed 
to  schedule  A.  being  passed ;  ha  has 
agreed  that "  for  all  lands,  tenements,  and 
hereditaments,  or  heritages,  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, there  shall  be  charged  yearly,  in 
respect  of  the  property  thereof,  for  every 
20t.  of  the  value  thereof,  the  sum  of  seven 
pence,"  He  has  not  proposed  any  dis- 
tinction to  be  drawn  according  to  the 
duration  of  such    income ;    but    be  says, 

I  will  take  the  case  of  the  fee.simple  of 
an  estate  being  vested  in  a  particular 
person,  and  I  will  compare  the  value  of  the 
income  arising  from  such  estate,  with  an 
income  derived  from  the  professional  ex- 
ertions of  a  man  ;"  but  1  say  the  hon. 
Member  is  not  at  liberty  to  do  so.  He 
has  not  proposed  to  say  to  the  owners 
of  an  estate  in  fee-simple,  "  You  can 
estate  for  twice  the  value  for 
which  you  would  sell  it  if  you  possessed 

ily  a  life  interest  in  it,  and   therefore 
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■re  to  be  required  to  pay  a  tax  of  ^d.  id 
the  pouod  on  their  iocomei.  If  lbs  \»< 
ceriaimy  of  the  tenure  of  inconm  wertlo 
preTBil  at  all  in  the  conaide ration  of  the 
question,  I  sfaotild  think,  from  tte  upe- 
liencfl  of  late  years,  that  holdera  of  higb 
political  oSicei  were  entitled  to  (omc 
favour.  But  it  ii  propowd  that  alltkoK 
who  are  in  thia  position,  who  ha*«  de- 
voted all  their  abilitiei  to  the  public  NT- 
vice  in  the  varioua  civil  depHrtmenU  of 
tha  State,  shall  be  called  upoa  to  coooi- 
bute  7d.  in  the  pound  on  their  incoMe, 
equally  with  the  holdera  of  property  in  fee 
iple.  1  will  take  the  case  of  all  milittrj 


a  diitinctioD  ahall  be  made  in  your  caae, 
and  the  person  enjoying  only  a  life-iateiest 
ahall  pay  leas  tax  than  you ;"  but  the 
hon.  Member  laya,  "  No  matter  what 
your  interest  may  be  in  landed  property, 
all  owner*  of  luch  property  shall  be  subject 
loan  equal  rate  of  taxation."  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member,  then,  has  subjected 
the  owner  of  an  estate  in  fee-simple,  and 
he  who  has  only  a  life^interest  in  an  estate, 
in  likemannei^  to  an  Income-tax  of  7d.  in 
the  pouad,  without  making  any  distinc- 
tion as  to  the  dtfierence  of  the  tenure  of 
their  respective  properties — be  has  sub- 
jected the  occupying  tenant  to  the  Income- 
tax,  without  any  reference  to  the  nature  of 
his  tenure — nay,  ha  has  taken  the  man 
who  holda  his  property  at  the  will -of  hi 
landlord,  who  ia  subject  to  be  turned  ou 
•f  possession  by  a  six  months'  notice— 
whose  income  depends  upon  his  landlord's 
will,  and  upon  the  vicissitudes  of  the 
•eason— who  has  no  permanent  holding  of 
his  property,  and  whose  tenure  ia  not  half 
ao  good  as  that  which  the  surgeon,  or 
phyBician,ortheiawyer,poueasesin  respect 
of  his  income — he  has  said  to  the  occupy- 
ing tenant,  "  You  (hall  pay  according  to 
an  asaumed  rate  of  profit;  your  profits 
shall  he  assumed  to  be  equal  to  one- half 
your  rent;"  but,  then,  without  reference 
to  the  uncertaiaty  of  that  profit,  or  of 
the  tenure,  the  hon.  Member  has  said 
to  him,  "  YuD  shall  contribute  to  this 
tax  at  the  rale  of  3|d.  in  the  pouad" 
— he  has  said  that  the  holder  of  a  ter- 
minable annuity  should  pay  7d.  in  tha 
pound— he  has  determiuM,  without  rais- 
ing any  question  at  all,  that  in  the  case 
of  a  man  who  has  sunk  10,000/.  in 
the  purchase  of  an  annuity  for  life,  he 
shall  be  subject  to  a  tax  of  7d.  in  the 

JDund ;  and  yet  he  now  aeekt  to  draw  this 
istinciion  in  favour  of  persons  whose 
position  I  may  say,  without  hesitation,  tb 
far  more  fortunate  than  that  of  many  of 
those  to  whose  taxation  upon  the  full 
scale  he  has  offered  no  objection,  ff  the 
teat  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  ia 
a  good  oue,  let  him  go  into  the  market  and 
ask  what  is  the  value  of  the  various  in- 
comes to  which  I  have  alluded,  and  let 
him  apply  his  test  in  reference  to  the  en- 
Nwer  which  he  will  receive.  Then,  by  a 
tnture  schedule,  I  em  about  to  subject  the 
koMers  of  office,  without  any  exemption, 
to  the  payment  of  a  tax  of  leTenpence  in 
the  pound.  All  clerks  in  public  offices, 
all  tfaose  holding  office  daring  pleasure. 


officers  receiving  half-pay,  or  receini^ 
full  pay  and  engaged  in  the  perfonnancc 
of  their  duties  :  it  is  proposed  to  subject 
them  to  thia  payment  of  7d.  in  the  poawl 
on  the  amount  of  the  income  which  they 
may  derive  from  tlieir  exertions  in  the 
public  service ;  and  then  I  say,  if  yon  do 
subject  incomes  of  this  kind,  so  difieresi 
in  their  tenure  from  those  arising  fnia 
fixed  properly — if  yon  do  autiject  the 
clergyniao  of  300f.  a  year,  who  holda  pre- 
perty  which  is,  no  doubt,  of  a  permaMBi 
character,  namely,  his  tithes,  and  hit 
living,  but  whose  tenure  of  it  is  ■tost  pc^ 
carious — if  you  do  subject  hiia  who  i^ 
ceives  an  income  with  importaot  profes- 
sional duties  attached  to  it  to  a  tax  of  74. 
to  the  pound— reviewing  all  these  cases,  I 
contend  that  there  is  more  of  justice  ia 
subjecting  the  profetsional  raaa,  and  the 
person  whoae  income  is  derived  fraQi  trade 
to  this  tax,  than  if  I  continued  all  theae 
classes  subject  to  the  Income-tax,  but  said 
that  with  respect  to  tndes  and  professioos 
there  should  be  an  exemptioa.  [Viacoeat 
Hotoick:  An  exemption  ia  not  asked  for.j 
No;  but  an  abatement  of  one-half  i* 
asked  tor,  resting  on  an  entirely  arbitivy 
rule.  If  you  ask  me  what  wtnild  be  the 
public  impression  if  I  gave  way  to  the 
proposition  of  the  hon.  and  laanted  Hca- 
ber,  I  must  say  that  I  think  that  if  I  did 
subject  the  widow  with  a  jointnre  only 
enduring  for  her  life— the  holder  of  a  ter* 
minable  annuity,  the  cla^ymaa,  Ae  ti- 
mira],  the  general,  and  all  those  other 
clasaea  to  which  I  have  referred,  bi  as 
equal  amouftt  of  dvty  with  the  holder  ef 
jiiQperty  in  flee  simple,-^>at  should  sew 
take  the  wealthy  physician,  the  lawyer 
making  a  large  profeasiona)  iDCOBe,  wd 
the  great  banker  of  London,  and  relieve 
them  from  their  liability,  my  opinioD  is,  that 
the  puUic  impression  woiild  be,  that  (hit  ;  ; 
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Hoaw  would  be  gniltj  of  peat  iojaaticB  id 
HDCtioniDg  incb  a  caune  to  be  tdopted. 
If  tctde  bat  been  unprodiiGtin,  we  do  not 
■eek  to  lai  it  upon  aoy  assumption  of 
profit.  If  on  the  avenge  of  the  last  three 
vaari,  tba  eniploymeDt  of  capital  in  trade 
•ai  beea  accompaDied  bjr  no  return,  an 
etemptioa  from  payment  will  be  the  coa- 
aeqaence.  The  levy  ii  to  be  taken  in  moat 
eaaai,  wbara  the  trade  has  continued  for 
more  than  three  years,  upon  the  rate  of 
profit  derived  from  the  income  of  the 
liader  donag  the  preceding  three  years. 
AHowaoces  and  daductioDS  are  made  in 
these  inatanees,  where,  I  most  say,  none 
are  made  with  respeet  to  the  landed  in- 
terests. In  the  cases  of  proressional  men 
deriving;  an  iaeome  of  from  2,000/.  to 
4,000/.  per  annum  from  their  exettlons, 
whether  ihey  be  physicians  or  lawyers,  I 
apprehend  that  tbey  have  aa  great  an  in- 
terest in  the  maintenance  of  the  trao- 
Suillity  of  the  public  credit,  as  many  of 
lose  classes  who  would  be  supposed,  by 
their  immediate  connections  with  the  coun- 
try, to  be  more  particularly  desirous  for 
the  stability  of  our  instilntions.  So,  alto, 
in  case  of  persons  engaged  in  trade,  who 
ara  as  deeply  interested  iu  the  doe  lap- 
port  of  the  credit  of  the  country,  at  least, 
as  navel  or  military  ofiicers.  Tlierefore  it 
is  that  I  contend  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  is  not  carrying  out  ifaoie  great 
priociplas  for  which  he  contends,  but  which 
I  admit  to  be  incapable  of  execution ;  be- 
cause, in  order  to  effect  such  an  object, 
you  must  hare  an  inquisition  ten  timet 
more  rigorous  than  that  which  is  proposed. 
Aa  I  have  already  suid,  I  do  not  consider 
the  proposal  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber a  just  one ;  if  1  am  to  have  the  lo- 
flooie-tax — and  I  will  not  now  stop  to 
consider  whether  it  is  e  proper  tax  or  not, 
became  the  priucipla  has  already  been 
adopted  by  the  House— it  does  appear  to 
me,  that  it  ia  both  iust  and  manifestly  ex- 
pedient that  all  descriptions  of  incomes 
■boald  be  aabjected  to  it ;  whether  it  be  a 
time  of  war  or  peace  makes  no  difference 
wbatavor;  there  ia  no  distinction  in  this 
eaae  with  regard  to  the  period  at  which 
the  tax  is  to  be  imposed.  My  right  hon. 
Friend,  (the  Cbanoelior  of  the  Exchequer) 
•aid  truly,  that  there  was  no  clamour  raised 
•gainst  the  application  of  this  tax  to  pro- 
feastonal  incomes  daring  the  war ;  and  I 
■ay,  there  was  none,  bwaute  it  was  felt, 
tut  to  raiae  sneb  a  question  would  have 
been  to  attempt  to  iittTodace  aa  nojmt 
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dbtlnetion.  If  the  distinction  is  unjust 
in  the  time  of  peace,  it  is  clearly  equally 
so  in  the  time  of  war.  If  the  income  de- 
rivable  from  trade,  on  account  of  the  flue- 
tuations  of  trade,  ought  to  contribute  less 
to  the  State  than  the  income  derived  from 
land,  what  reason  is  there  why  that  rule 
should  not  hold  in  time  of  war,  a>  well  aa 
in  time  of  peace  f  If  you  admit  this 
principle,  you  will  estauiah  a  princi^e 
which  you  must  admit  in  time  of  wafi 
and  you  will  admit  that  the  taxation  which 
existed  In  1B03  and  1B06  was  oujust. 
And  whatever  may  be  the  emergency  or 
necessities  of  the  country  in  time  of  war, 
you  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  tax  landed 
property  at  13  per  cent.,  and  profes- 
sional incomes  at  6  par  cent.  *,  sod  If 
that  is  not  sufficient,  you  must  tax  landed 
property  at  20  per  cent  in  time  of 
war ;  and  incomes  derivable  from  profes- 
sions at  8  or  10  per  cent.  Nay,  I  can 
show  good  reasons  why  such  a  distinction 
should  be  drawa  ia  time  of  war  rather 
than  in  time  of  peaoe.  The  tendency  of 
war  is  to  iucrease  the  value  of  landed  pr<H 
perty.  That  effect  was  certainly  produced 
during  the  last  war :  and  war  also  has  a 
tendency  to  depress  commercial  enter* 
prise,  and  to  interfere  with  the  ptofitt  of 
trade.  If  it  be  jost  to  make  thii  distinction, 
then,  in  time  of  peace,  it  is  equally  so  in 
time  of  war.  It  is  quite  clear  that,  if  the 
justice  of  the  principle  now  urged  he  ad- 
mitted, upon  some  future  occasion  it  will 
be  said,  "  True,  you  want  twenty  millions, 
and  you  mutt  raise  it  by  an  Income-tax ; 
but  if  it  be  unjust  to  subject  ut  to  the 
burden,  raise  three-fourths  on  Isnd  and 
one-fourth  on  us."  And,  therefore,  I 
thinlc  that  the  establishment   of  such   a 

Ertnciple  as  that  which  is  contended  for 
y  the  hon.  and  learned  Member,  is  open 
to  more  objections  than  that  which  is  based 
upon  the  maintenance  of  the  nominal 
equality  of  taxation.  The  amount  of  duty 
now  proposed  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Hemlwr  is  3id.  in  the  pound,  but  he 
leaves  the  question  open  to  the  consider*, 
tion  whether  that  contribution  he  just  or 
not.  He  claims  for  hit  proposition  that  it 
will  do  "  rough  justice,"  but  there  may 
be  parties  in  the  time  of  war  who  will 
think  it  desirable  to  smooth  down  his  in- 
justice, by  still  further  renoving  the  lia- 
failitiea  to  the  imposition  of  which  he  con- 
sents. When  I  consider  the  whole  of  the 
circumstances  of  this  case—that  if  I  call 
on  any  patticalac  intereit  to  patt  with  its 
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protection— if  I  abolish  the  prohibilions  On 
ihe  intToductton  of  tlie  produce  of  foreign 
couDtriea  competing  witli  England,  it  is  in 
the  belief  that  I  am  in  the  caurie  of  passing 
financial  and  commercial  measures  to  be- 
nefit the  trading  classes  of  the  community 
of  England,  whose  decline  must  be  ac- 
companied with  that  of  other  classes,  and 
that  I  still  believe  that  the  first  efiect  of 
that  commercial  Uriff  will  be  to  benefit 
thoie  who,  in  the  first  instance,  derive 
their  property  from  trade.  J  believe  there 
will  b«  no  persons  who  will  derive  more 
benefit  from  these  measures  than  those 
who  are  necessarily  resident  in  this  coun- 
try ;  and  I  hope,  and  trust,  and  believe 
that  they  will,  in  the  diminished  cost  of 
living— not  merely  in  the  articles  of  pro- 
duce of  this  country,  but  from  the  general 
effect  of  the  tariff  in  respect  of  the  ma- 
□uTactured  articles  of  other  countries,  de< 
rive  advantages  which  will  afford  an  ample 
compensation,  even  to  member^  of  pro- 
fessions and  trades,  for  a  great  part  of  the 
reduction  which  1  shall  make  in  their  in- 
comes, in  asking  them  to  pay  out  of  any 
of  their  incomes  amounting  to  300/.  per 
annum,  as  little  as  SI.  in  three  years.  And 
it  is  on  these  grounds  that  1  must  adhere 
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with  justice  than  the  principle  involved  in 
the  amendment  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Bath,  and  I  am  not  to  be  de- 
terred from  any  fear  of  the  responsibility 
from  a  firm  adlierence  to  that  which  I  be- 
lieve to  bo  most  consonant  with  justice, 
and  most  for  the  public  benefit. 

Mr.  Labouchere  felt,  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  mistaken  some  part  of  his 
argument.  He  said,  that  he  conceived 
that,  with  respect  to  the  Income-tax — the 
proposition  of  which  was  naturally  not 
very  satisfactory  to  the  payers  of  it — that 
there  was  a  disposition  to  break  down  par- 
ticular parts  of  it  at  present,  and  which, 
in  time  of  war,  must  be  necessarily  con- 
tinued. He  did  not  say  that  there  was  any 
more  ground  for  making  a  difference  in  the 
operation  of  the  tax  in  time  of  peace, 
than  in  time  of  war.  He  believed  that  if 
they  made  exceptions  in  limes  of  peace, 
it  would  be  found  absolutely  necessary  to 
make  similar  distinctions  in  lime  of  war. 

Viscount  Howick  remarked,  that  with 
all  the  ability  which  the  right  hon.  Barooat 
bad  brought  to  bear  on  this  subject,  the 
whole  result  of  the  speech  which  the  riirht 
bop,  BoTDiiet  bid  addreMcd  to 


had  been  met  in  argument  by  aolicipatJBD, 
by  the  bun.  and  learned  Geotlemaa  who 
had  proposed  the  amendment,  when  be  al- 
luded to  the  circumstance,  that  after  tba 
exceptions  he  had  proposed  to  make,  oUws 
cases  of  injustice  would  still  exbt.  Tbia 
was  the  sum  and  substance  of  the  argument 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  'Dierigfathon, 
Baronet  showed  the  very  diSereot  d^ieei 
of  permanence  under  which  landed  pn^ 
perty  was  held.  He  said,  that  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  it  was  held,  wen 
so  various,  that  it  was  utterly  impottiUe 
in  any  way  to  deal  in  jmt  and  equal  fair- 
ness with  the  circumstances  of  each  cmc 
The  inference,  then,  from  this  opinioB 
was,  that  the  tax  was  an  unjuat  tax,  and 
the  result  of  the  determinatioa  oF  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  was,  to  bring  a  ntea* 
sure  into  operation  by  which  the  tax  most 
retain  all  its  injustice.  He  was  compdled 
to  differ  from  the  right  hon.  Baronet-^ 
looking  to  the  present  circumstances  of 
the.counlry— as  to  the  necessity  of  such  a 
tax,  and  alio  as  to  the  declaration  which 
he  had  made,  that  an  Income-tax,  would 
fall  with  less  pressure  and  injustice  on  all 
clssses  of  society  in  this  country  than  any 
other  which  he  could  impose.  The  right 
hon.  (he  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
also  slated,  that  the  charge  of  ineqaaltt* 
which  was  made  against  this  tax,  coold 
be  made  with  equal  justice  against  all 
other  descriptions  of  taxes,  and  that  similar 
inequality  would  be  one  of  the  eSecta  of 
imposing  any  indirect  taxes.  He  did  not 
believe,  that  this  was  the  effect  of  iheae 
taxes  in  general,  but  that  their  operation 
was  lo  make  the  burden  fall  in  due  pnv 
portions  on  the  expenditure  of  esch  indi- 
vidual. They  had  their  taxes  imposed  on 
the  necessaries  and  luxuries  of  life  — apoa 
articles  of  general  consumption,  and  upos 
horses,  servants,  carriages,  &c. ;  aod,  ac- 
cording to  the  expenditure  of  each,  the 
tax-gatherer  would  slip  in  and  lax  ee^ 
person  according  to  his  available  iDcosae. 
The  State  did  not  say  how  much  each 
man  should  expend,  but  he  was  told,  that 
according  lo  what  you  think  proper  lo 
spend,  in  that  proportion  you  wilt  be 
taxed.  This  was  the  general  syslem  of 
taxation  in  this  country.  Now,  what  waa 
the  case  of  the  professional  man  t  Tba 
tenure  of  his  income  was  necessarily  of  a 
very  uncertain  character,  and  it  cotud  not 
last  for  a  very  long  period.  For  tb«  pur- 
pose "'  '-'--^  for  bis  family,  be  ex> 
'tod  irativelj  tuaall  poitiv^ 
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of  hii  iacome  and  pnt  by  the  remainder, 
and  of  course  conltibuted  to  the  revenue 
in  proportion  to  hii  expenditure.  Apenoo, 
bowever,  who»e  income  wai  derived  from 
a  mora  certain  aource,  could  afford  to  ex- 
pend more,  and  of  coane  be  contributed 
moie  to  tbe  taxation  of  the  country.    The 

Koeral  result,  tben— for  they  could  not 
>lc  with  nicety  into  each  case — was,  that 
each  person  under  onr  present  system  of 
taxation  cootributed  in  due  proportion  bis 
share  to  the  public  revenue.  It  might  be 
said,  that  by  your  present  system  you  let 
the  taxes  fall  upon  profeHsional  men,  while 
persons  with  a  fixed  income  could  escape 
them  by  living  abroad.  Nov,  he  be- 
lieved, that  if  they  changed  the  system  by 
which  they  iocreaged  immensely  the  bur- 
dens of  the  people  without  adding  any- 
thing  to  the  revenue — namely,  in  the  shape 
of  protectiog  duties  —  that  nearly  all 
ground  of  complaint  would  be  removed. 
His  own  conviction  was,  that  there  was 
no  country  in  which  a  person  could  live 
more  advantageously  than  in  this  country, 
be  bis  income  large  or  small.  He,  there- 
loie,  did  not  think  that  this  was  bo  just  a 
tax  under  the  circumstances  of  this  coun- 
try ai  tbe  right  boo.  Baronet  represented. 
Upon  this  point,  however,  the  House  had 
already  decided,  therefore  he  would  not 
advert  at  greater  length  to  the  matter. 
He  admitted,  after  the  decision  which  the 
House  had  come  to,  that  an  Income-tax 
must  be  imposed ;  but  modi^iti  character 
as  you  pleased,  yon  could  not  help  mak- 
ing it  still  unjust  and  unequal  in  its 
operatios.  But,  as  (he  House  had  de- 
cided on  imposing  it,  the  House  should 
Uke  care  that  it  should  fall  with  tbe  least 
possible  weight  and  inequality  on  all 
classes.  He  had  heard  it  stated,  that  it 
was  true,  that  this  was  a  case  of  injustice, 
but  if  they  adopted  the  amendment  of  the 
boo.  and  learned  Gentleman,  other  cases 
of  injustice  would  remain  unrediessed, 
but  this  leason  did  not  dimioish  the  hard- 
ship npon  those  who  would  snfier  in  tbe 
way  pointed  out  by  tbe  hon.  and  learned 
OenUeman.  He  would  say,  deal  with 
this  case  of  injustice,  and  proceed  to  take 
the  otber  cases  of  a  similar  character  as 
yon  oome  to  tbem,  and  so  anangn  the 
tax  as  you  would  tbe  better  enable  all 
classes  to  bear  it.  It  was  true,  that  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  might  again  point  out 
an  instance  of  a  person  holding  an  estate 
in  land  for  a  sbort  period ;  it  woold, 
fbanfbre,  be  unjuit  to  twi  bto)  in  tbe 


same  ratio  as  a  person  having  a  more  per* 
manent  holding.  Again,  it  might  be 
aiked  whether  an  aged  person,  having  a 
life  interest  in  properly,  should  be  taxed 
in  the  same  proportion  as  a  young  person 
holding  a  property  in  perpetuity ;  and 
they  were  asked  how  the  calcnlationa  of 
the  amount  of  tax  in  each  case  could  be 
made.  He  would  pass  them  by  aa  not 
having  any  direct  relevance  to  the  general 
principle  embodied  in  the  boa.  and 
learned  Gentleman's  motion ;  but  taking 
the  whole  amount  of  professional  incomes, 
and  the  whole  amount  derivable  from 
more  certain  sources,  he  would  ask  whe- 
ther it  was  not  fair  to  make  a  difierence 
in  the  tax  on  those  incomes  derived  from 
the  exertioDs  of  men,  and  on  those  ob- 
tained from  realised  property.  This  argu- 
ment had  been  so  ably  stated  bv  tbe  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Bath,  tnat  it  waa 
altogether  unnecessary  on  his  part  to  go 
into  it.  It  was  so  obvious,  that  profes- 
sional men,  as  regarded  dieir  incomes 
were  in  so  different  a  situation  from  the 
holders  of  landed  property,  that  ii  was 
quite  unnecessary  to  attempt  to  prove  it. 
There  was  one  other  point  to  which  he 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  committee, 
Theright  hon.  Gentleman  said,  that  if  they 
applied  an  exception  to  the  rule  to  in- 
comes derived  from  professions,  that  there 
were  other  cases  in  which  they  would  in 
justice  be  bound  to  apply  tbe  same  rule. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  put  the  case  of 
a  farmer.  He  said,  that  the  tenant  of  a 
farm  might  be  dispossessed  at  a  very 
short  notice  by  the  owner  of  the  property, 
and  might  be  called  upon  to  give  up  hit 
farm  suddenly,  and  notwithstanding  the 
uncertain  tenure  in  which  he  held  his 
means  of  obtaining  an  income,  could  yoK 
impose  a  tax  larger  in  amount  on  him 
than  on  a  professional  man  ?  Now,  he 
considered,  that  tbe  farmer  did  not  De> 
cessarily  lose  bis  income  becatise  he  was 
suddenly  dispossessed  of  bis  farm,  for  bis 
income  was  derived  from  tbe  employment 
of  his  capital  in  the  cultivation  of  (he 
land  which  he  held,  and  if  ha  was  dis- 
possessed of  his  farm  be  would  take  bis 
capital  with  him,  and  would  find  soma 
other  meant  of  employing  it.  If,  aa  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  stated, 
there  was  something  peculiar  in  any  case 
of  trade,  or  as  regarded  the  fiirmer,  there 
would  exist,  if  this  motion  was  agiMd  to, 
an  indispuuble  ri^ht  to  have  tlw  natter 
cooiidflred.   Uo  did  aot  think,  bonreri 
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thit  they  ihonM  make  «  diHmDt  rule  fbr 
trtden  in  coin  mod  idei  and  thove  enptged 
in  tbfl  tradfl  of  •giicaltnre.  If,  however, 
it  wu  thonghl  deurable  to  mako  nne 
•sceptioDa  on  this  account,  thej  conld 
eanly  adopt  some  change  in  tbe  ar- 
rangemenu  wiih  mpect  to  the  fann- 
«tB.  Then  with  reipwt  to  the  alleged 
BncertaintY  in  the  profit!  on  iacomei 
derived  nom  minei,  ha  coald  oalj 
otawrTo  they  bad  not  jret  come  to  that 
part  of  the  lull,  u  ai  lo  determine  whether 
they  iboold  be  placed  in  one  achedale  or 
•iKrther.  Whan  they  came  to  the  eubie- 
<|Mnt  part  of  the  billt  if  any  proof  could 
M  adduced  of  the  pnpriety  of  modifyiag 
the  tax,  at  regarded  this  deacription  of 
property,  it  would  be  jnat  to  do  ao.  In 
the  aanu  manner,  atao,  with  retpect  to 
tithes,  and  to  offioera  in  the  army  and 
navy,  they  would  hereafter  have  to  deal 
with  that  part  of  the  caie,  and  they  could 
make  auch  tlterationa  aa  jaitice  reqnired. 
There  wae  a  maoifeit  dittiDction  between 
all  these  CBMi  and  income  derived  from  a 
maa'e  peraooal  ezeitioni,  by  exerting  hta 
tatenta  in  fbHowiog  one  of  the  vsriona  pro- 
fenioDi.  The  income  thoa  derived  waa 
not  merely  dependant  on  the  dnretion  of 
a  man*!  life,  but  on  a  thoniand  different 
eaaaaa  of  nnoeitainty  which  apply  to  thia 
deacription  of  csiee,  bnt  not  to  other*. 
Wai  it  not  notorioua  to  every  one  whether 
a  profesuonal  man  waa  not  always  in  an 
evident  atau  of  nncertaintj  a>  to  the  cod' 
tiotiance  of  hie  income  from  tbe  continuance 
of  bia  health,  and  AwnTarionaothercautei. 
Should  they  itot,  then,  make  a  deductioa 
froQi  the  amoont  of  thn  tax  in  proportion 
— H  nearly  aa  they  could  calculate— to 
that  uncertainty  ?  The  right  hon.  Oeo- 
tleman  had  ipoken  of  the  matter  aa  if  it 
were  intended  to  except  profeaaional  in- 
eotnaa  altogether  from  tbe  payment  of  the 
tax.  But  uiis  waa  not  tbe  caae,  for  all 
that  waa  atked  by  the  hoa.  and  teamed 
Oeotleman'a  motim  waa,  that  from  theae 
kioda  of  income  yon  ahonld  make  a  da- 
dnction  in  tbe  amount  of  the  tax.  They 
admitted,  that  a*  long  a*  yon  had  this 
tax,  all  kinda  of  income  abould  be  taxed ; 
bnt  be  conld  not  agree  in  the  jnatice  of 
taxing  them  in  equal  proportiona.  The 
light  bon.  Bannat  had  aaid,  that  if  Ihii 
anandment  wen  adopted,  it  would  leave 
the  odiona  diuvctcr  of  tbe  inqniaition  the 
■ame,  and  that  it  would  even  he  more  ob- 
I  if  It  wen  employed  for  the 
I  of  iwlog  a  very  unall  nn  of 
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money.  That,  he  thought,  wta  an  ohjee- 
tion  to  the  whole  of  the  r^t  biw.  Baio- 
net'a  meuure.  He  ^reed  in  the  opinioa 
expreaaed  fay  the  r^t  boa.  Bafooet  in 
1833,  that  for  tbe  aake  of  3,000,0001.  or 
4,000,00M.,  it  waa  not  wMth  while  to  re< 
•Oft  to  an  Income-tax  with  all  ita  ineoo- 
nniencea.  That  waa  an  opinion  which 
he  had  shand  with  the  ri^t  bon.  Baronet 
in  1833,  and  he  did  not  cha^e  it  iritk 
him  now :  but  he  did  not  aee  why  t' 
objection  nrged  Yij  the  right  hoB.  BafOl 
might  not  be  met  by  banng  t  atill  larger 
Income-tax,  and  retievio|>  the  pe<^>le  of 
aome  of  tbe  butdena  which  atill  owed 
npoD  them  very  heavily.  The  ripit  bon. 
Baronet  aaid,  the  principle  of  thia  bQl 
waa  equally  applicable  in  war  aa  in  peecfr 
No  doubt  of  It,  end  it  waa  becauae  b« 
could  not  help  fearing  that  if  once  it  were 
eatabliahed— if  the  people  got  naed  to  thn 
inquisiiion  and  its  odiona  cbancter,  we 
abould  be  exposed  to  ita  bnrdeni  for  a  long 
time,  and  oo  that  account  he  waa  ex- 
tremely anxioua  that  the  meaaora  riwald 
be  carefully  conaidered  and  rendered  m 
jnat  as  poaatble.  The  right  hon.  BeroDet 
alto  aaid  that  the  mode  now  propoaed  of 
imposing  the  tax  was  the  aatne  aa  before 
and  that  he  believed  there  bad  been  db 
complaint  againat  it  during  die  war,  and 
added,  that  ita  injuatice  was,  if  posaible, 
greater  in  war,becanBe  theeventaof  the  war 
had  ■  tendency  to  raiae  the  value  of  landed 
prop«ty.  He  believed  the  reaaon  why  it 
bad  not  been  more  objected  Vo,  both  by 
the  landed  and  other  clanea,  waa  to  be 
foand  in  tbe  circumatancea  of  the  wtr, 
which  prevented  tbe  burden  from  being 
aeverely  felt.  We  had  then  a  cuirency 
daily  depreciated— en  accumulation  ot 
debt— the  conutry  anticipating  ita  proa- 
perity  wes  liring  upon  tta  reaonrcea,  and 
an  artificial  proaperity  waa  creeled,  which 
prevented  any  claaa  from  feeling  the  tax 
as  it  otherwiae  would.  Piofessions  and 
trade*  fdt  it  leaa  than  they  would  now, 
beceaae  there  waa  a  demand  on  tbe  aer- 
ncet  of  every  man  who  conld  ruse  no  um 
in  the  aervice  of  tbe  State,  and  tbe  army 
oanied  away  many  who  might  otherwiae 
have  wgaged  in  piofesaioat  or  tndea,  and 
then  waa  not  tiie  same  difficulty  in  find* 
ing  employment  to  any  branch  of  huaineai 
that  there  waa  now.  The  state  of  thtttga 
waa  completely  altered  now,  for  no  man 
conld  look  round  him  wiUiont  perceiving 
that  profcaaional  peraona  iAt  aeVerdy  the 
effecta  of  the  intonaa  conpetitioa  wbiok  ., 
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took  plice  ID  every  profeuion,  trade,  ud 
employmeDt,  aad  it  wu  at  the  moment  of 
thii  diminntioD  of  the  profits  of  all  baii- 
ne*i  that  thU  oppretain  tax  vai  to  be  im- 
powd.  He  should  only  add,  that  if  the 
principlfl  of  the  ameqdmant  vera  adopted 
It  would  ba  worthy  of  coniideratioD,  in 
determining  upon  the  detaili,  whether  a 
diMinetioD  ihoold  not  ba  made  betweea 
tboae  profit!  whH^  were  the  pro6u  of 
capital,  tod  tboac  which  erote  from  the 
peraonal  exertioiM,  application,  and  io- 
dofltry  of  the  individual,  tt  wai  the  per- 
■onal  reward  of  peraonal  Berricc  which  he 
wished  to  tea  relieved  from  the  tas,  and 
not  the  profit  arising  from  the  employment 
of  capital.  He  admitted  that  the  amend- 
ment in  the  shape  in  which  it  stood  at  pre- 
■ent  did  not  folly  carry  out  that  view,  but 
it  embodied  the  principle,  and  ifihe  House 
decided  in  it*  bvour,  the  details  could  be 
so  modified  hereafter  as  to  carry  into 
effect  the  principle,  and  it  wa>  for  the 
princirie  only  that  he  now  voted  in  sup- 
port of  the  amendment, 

Mr.  E.  BuUer  thought  the  amendment 
would  produce  greater  inequalities  than 
Ihe  bill  itself,  and  be  should  therefore 
vote  agaiut  iL  By  adopting  the  amend. 
nent  of  the  hen.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  tax  voold  be  mode  more  unequal 
than  it  was  erai  in  ita  present  slate.  If, 
bewerer,  the  propoial  had  been  to  enter  ■ 
Kview  of  ail  toose  cases  which  had  a  JMt 
claim  for  ezemption,  he  for  one  would 
have  given  it  his  support.  But,  at  the 
aame  lime,  he  should  have  a  very  dlffer- 
eot  opinion  of  the  right  hoa.  Baronet's 
inletligeDca  and  ability,  as  a  miDister  and 
atalesmia,  if  he  allowed  "  a  spirit  of 
health,  or  gobUo  dem&'d,"  to  induce  hies 
to  give  way,  and  enter  upon  such  io- 

r'nea.     He  proieeted  acaiost  the  tax  on 
whole  as  nnjast,   demortlising,  and 
naenal. 

Mr,  WaUaei  haA  listened  with  great 
attention  to  what  had  faUes  from  the  boo. 
Meaaber  lor  Bath,  and  he  most  confeas, 
that  be  had  not  hoard  one  word  that  in 
any  way  coalrovencd  his  statements. 
He  tbonght  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  and 
those  who  had  spoken  iron  the  other 
aide  of  the  Hovse,  had  loully  failed  to 
Qpoct  any  of  the  aignmeots  of  his  hen. 
a»d  keised  Piiend.  He  wshed  to  know 
froan  tha  right  hon.  Baronet  on  what 
groond  bo  reqnired  the  mercantile  inU- 
nats  to  pay  the  lax  upon  the  ealealatiaii 
«f  thw  uMoou  for  thne  jmn,  iattmd  of 
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one  f    For  his  own  part  be  coold  not  •■• 

why  they  sbonld  not  pay  npon  the  laat 
year  u  well  as  other  people.  He  thought 
that  those  who  had  a  fixed  income  ought 
to  be  placed  in  a  diffiwent  sitnatioo  to 
those  adverted  to  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Bath.  He  did  not  believe  it  waa 
justice  to  exact  from  the  trading  inlereM 
a  tax  baaed  upon  any  other  principle  than 
the  last  jrear's  income,  and  he  abould 
pot  a  notico  on  the  paper  to  that  efieet. 
Me  shonid  most  cheerfully  vote  in  favour 
of  the  proposition  of  the  hon.  Member  foe 
Bath,  and  when  that  was  dispoaad  of  be 
would  vote  for  the  motioa  of  the  ban. 
Member  for  Rocfadslt. 

Mr,  Jaaus  wished  the  right  hpa,  Qen- 
lleman  opposite  to  inform  him  if  insorancaa 
on  lives  were  to  be  taxed  3  par  cent. 
onder  the  measure  now  before  the  House ; 
at,  in  bis  <^oion,  it  would  bo  a  groia 
injustice  to  aul^ect  preminuu  to  taxation. 
A  man  might  have  some  cbanca  of  defend- 
ing  bimsalf  against  the  sword  or  pistol  of 
the  hiehwayman,  but  he  had  no  enanoe  of 
defending  himself  against  an  injastioa 
such  as  this.  He  should  give  bis  svoport 
to  the  motion  proposed  by  the  hon.  Ora> 
tleroan  near  him  (Mr.  Roebuck). 

Ihe  ChamctUor  of  tht  £rcAefHer  waa 
not  ^nile  euro  that  be  underotood  the 
question  of  the  hon.  Gaotlemsn ;  bat  if 
be  meant  to  ask  him  whether  iotttimee 
<rfBces  were  to  be  subject  to  tha  payment 
of  a  tax  of  7d.  ia  the  W.  on  the  pramianM 
for  insurances,  he  begged  to  say  that  that 
was  not  the  case— insuranoa  officoa  wosid 
pay  00  their  profits  or  gains,  and  not  on 
the  amount  of  money  paid  for  praninota. 

Mr.  Ltttikr  bad  hslened  very  atten- 
tively to  the  argnneata  which  had  been 
brougfat  forward  in  favour  of  and  against 
his  bon.  and  learned  Friend's  proposition, 
and,  without  meaningoffetiee  to  bon,  Oen- 
tlemeu  opposite,  and  the  two  or  three  boo. 
Gentlemen  on  this  side  who  had  opposed 
his  hon,  and  learned  Friend,  and  though  he 
waa  afraid  the  majority  wwdd  be  aninat 
him,  he  must  say  that  the  weignt  of 
a^nmeot  waa  entirely  on  the  aide  of  bit 
bwL  and  learned  Friend,  Asto  the  atatn* 
menu  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gontle« 
man  (Mr.  Labonchere),  and  the  bon. 
Member  for  Stafibrd  (Mr.  E.  BuUcr), 
it  appeared  to  him  that  theydid  notspMh 
against  the  motion  of  hb  boo.  Friena  be- 
cause they  bad  anystioagopiaioos against 
it,  but  merely  becaoae  they  coosidered  it 
iwght  be  aoBB  impronBODt  of  tbtdauili 
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of  the  meuuTe,  and  tbev  wished  the  bill 
to  go  forth  in  an  unpopular  shape.  They 
evidently  coasidered  the  tai  odious,  and 
oae  that  would  make  the  Government  un- 
populaTt   therefore   they    declined    being 

Crliea  to  any  alteration  that  wai  calcu- 
ed  tomakeit  leasoppretiive.  He  desired 
lo  call  the  attention  of  the  right  Hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  lo  a  passage  contained 
in  the  speech  Avm  the  Throne  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Sesaioa.  Her  Majesty 
said,  she 


luring  inlerettti" 

and  he  must  say,  that  a  greater  discou* 
ragement  lo  trade  than  this  scbedale  D  of 
the  Income-tax  he  could  not  well  imagine. 
He  complained  that  it  would  operate  un- 
equally, and  contended  that  1,000/.  a-year 
derived  from  trade  did  not  represent  more 
than  one-third  of  the  1,000/.  derived  from 
land,  and  yet  it  was  intended  to  tax  both 
alike.  He  believed  that  schedule  D  would 
make  the  tax  unpopular;  and  if  hon. 
Gentlemen  knew  their  own  interests,  they 
would  not  give  it  their  support.  It  was 
this  part  of  the  tax  which  would  fall  es- 
pecially on  the  constituencies,  on  those 
who  would  have  to  decide  at  the  next 
election  whether  or  not  the  present  Go- 
vernment sbonld  continue  in  oRice.  It 
was  said,  that  when  a  Tory  Government 
came  back  to  power,  we  should  have 
flourishing  and  pruperous  times  once 
more.  What  was  the  fact  T  Why,  in  the 
metropolitan  districts,  he  had  been  in- 
formed  from  the  best  authority)  there  had 
never  been  such  a  bad  season  for  trade  as 
the  present.  Bankruptcies  weie  taking 
place  in  every  street,  and  in  Westminster 
people  were  falling  by  streets  instead  of 
honses.  And  that  was  the  time  at  which 
they  determined  on  levying  a  tax  on  their 

fronts.  Aye,  they  were  small  profits  now ; 
Ut  it  was  propoaed  to  tax  them  on  the 
average  of  the  last  three  years,  and  not  on 
what  ihey  were  at  this  momenL  He  ad- 
mitted it  to  be  the  duly  of  the  State  to  lax 
Jierions  according  to  the  protection  given 
them :  but  to  tax  trades  and  professions 
the  same  as  incomes  from  land  was  to 
make  them  pay  an  amount  diapropor- 
tioned  to  the  protection  they  received. 
There  was  a  feeling  abroad  among  the' 
middle  classes,  Irsdei,  proressions,  and 
manufactures,  that  this  House,  represent- 
ing a  predominant  landed,  interest,  did 
■bow  Javoiu  to  that  panicular  intereu, 


and  did  not  act  justly  towards  other 
classes.  ["  No,  no."]  He  repeated,  there 
was  that  impression  abroad.  The  boo. 
Member  for  Knaresborough  might  aaj 
"  no,"  if  he  liked;  but  that  was  we  fact, 
and  they  had  an  instance  of  it  Ihe  Other 
night,  when  the  hon.  Member  for  Lewes 
brought  forward  his  motion  for  equalisinf 
the  probate  and  legacy  duties.  He  hu 
little  doabt  that,  on  this  occauon  also, 
they  would  furnish  another  instance  of  the 
careful  attention  which  they  paid  to  their 
own  interests. 

Lord  /.  Rutsell  said,  heshonld  be  sorry 
to  occupy  the  aitenlton  of  the  House  after 
the  lengthened  debate  which  bad  already 
taken  place;  but  he  could  not  reconcile 
himself  to  give  a  silent  vote  on  this  ques- 
tion. The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
who  had  brought  forward  Ihe  motion  be- 
fore the  House  had  stated,  with  his  usual 
clearness,  the  arguments  in  its  favour.and 
had  endeavoured  to  answer  that  which 
woi  the  chief  argument  used  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  on  a  former  occasion,  and 
which  he  bad  again  used  (o-oight.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said,  if  you  adopt  a 
principle  of  this  kind,  see  that  yon  apply 
it  fajrly,  and  include  those  who  have  lib 
incomes  or  for  a  less  term  than  life,  whe- 
ther they  be  persons  deriving  their  income* 
from  land,  or  as  oSicers  in  the  army  ot 
navy,  or  clergymen,  or  clerks  in  pnblic 
offices.  That  was  the  principle  of  di^ 
tiuctiou,  and  they  ought  not  to  make  it  in 
one  case  without  making  it  in  othen.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  staled,  in 
answer  to  that  argument,  that  it  was  not  a 
worthy  answer, — that  if  they  could  not  do 
perfect  justice,  it  was  no  reason  why  they 
should  do  complete  injustice.  It  appeared 
lo  bim,  that  if  they  adopted  this  propo- 
sition, they  would  not  only  not  do  per- 
fect justice,  but  would  be  doing  mora 
injustice  than  they  could  remedy.  There 
were  so  many  classes  of  life  incomes  fbr 
which  they  aid  not  propose  any  aliena- 
tion, that  Ihey  would  have  a  just  right  lo 
complain,  and  any  one  who  brought  f«- 
ward  a  case  of  that  kind  might  claim  from 
those  who  Buppoited  this  proposition,  that 
they  should  be  granted  an  equal  alleviaUon 
to  the  amount  of  half  the  income  ai  was 
proposed  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Bath, 
Well  then,  if  that  were  the  principle,  he 
thought  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  bound, 
not  only  to  propose  this  particular  propo- 
sition] but  to  bring  forward  a  whole  scheme 
for  carrying  into  efiect  the  principlei  of-,^ 
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wbich  he  «u  the  advocate.     He  did  not 
■ay  that  it  waa  impracticable  to  maki 


diitinction  between  durable  end  terminiv- 
ble  incoroeg,  but  heaTing  Deither  from  the 
Governmenl,  nor  from  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  any  mode  by  vbich 
the  tax  could  be  generally  imposed  more 
equitably,  he  could  not  vote  for  thii 
psrticulBr  and  special  amendment.  He 
had  beard  another  answer  to  the  amend- 
ment— namely,  thii  distinction,  that  it 
might  be  said,  pe»onB  generally  deriv- 
ing incomes  fTom  lands  or  funds  had 
permanent  incomes,  and  those  deriving 
incomes  from  trades  or  proressioni  only 
temporary  incomes.  But,  lake  the  case 
of  an  iooividual  who  had  5001.  a-year, 
whether  from  land  or  fundi,  and  for 
life,  with  near  relations  dependent  upon 
liim,  but  whose  fortune  went  lo  some 
distant  relative,  or  to  a  person  with  whom 
he  had  do  intimate  connection.  If  that 
person  saw  some  rich  banker  or  profes- 
sional man  with  an  income  of  5,000/. 
or  10,0001.  a-year  which  was  charged 
only  3j(f.  in  the  pound,  while  he  was  pay- 
ing 7d.,  what  answer  would  it  be  to  him 
to  lay,  "  True,  your  income  is  only  for 
life,  but  you  belong  to  a  wealthy  class, 
whose  incomes  generally  are  permanent, 
■ad  because  you  belong  to  that  class,  be- 
cause with  them  you  are  included  in  sche- 
dule A,  you  shall  be  Uxed  7d.  in  the 
pound,  allhoagh  other  persons  who  have 
■  considerable  advantage  over  you  shall  be 
charged  only  ^."  They  must  take  into 
their  consideration  what  had  been  done  in 
this  respect  on  the  imposition  of  the  tax  at 
former  periods.  It  was  not  now  a  question 
of  emergency.  The  House  had  decided,  so 
far  as  the  second  reading  could  decide, 
that  the  emergency  existed^  and  the  tax 
should  be  imposed.  Now,  what  was  the 
manner  in  which  this  tax  had  been  im- 
posed by  Mr.  Pitt  when  Mr.  Fox  was  in 
opposition,  afierwsrds  by  Mr.  Addingcon, 
and  sabsequenlly  by  Lord  Grenville  and 
Lord  Lantdowne,  when  Mr.  Canning  and 
Lord  Castlereagb  were  in  opposition  ?  At 
all  those  timet  the  Income-tax  was  de- 
bated, end  persons  proposed,  as  in  the 
present  case,  a  different  rate  of  duty  for 
trades  nnd  professions.  But,  at  no  time, 
did  he  find  that  these  statesmen,  the  chief 
authorities  on  the  subject,  nor  any  other 
person  who  look  the  lead  in  the  det»ies  in 
Padiament  upon  it,  ever  advocated  the 
principle  that  a  certain  class  should  be 
taxed  only  half  the  amount  of  other  classes. 
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Me  could  not,  therefore,  but  coma  to  the 
conclusion,  that  being  unable  to  remedy 


other  inconveniences,  he  would  not  vote 
for  a  doubtful  remedy  in  this  particular 
instance.  At  the  same  time,  he  repeated, 
hedidnot  say  it  was  impossible  there  could 
be  a  tax  on  property  and  income  more  just 
than  the  present  bill,  which  would  by 
great  nicety  of  application,  by  extreme 
labour  of  calculation,  apply  to  different 
incomes  a  rule  more  proportioned  to  the 
justice  of  each  case.  All  he  could  say 
was,  that  he  had  seen  no  such  scheme. 
No  such  scheme  was  before  them,  and, 
therefore,  for  the  present  he  shonld  not 
HSGume  that  one  could  be  proposed.  Thers 
was,  however,  one  case  of  exception  which 
might  require  examination.  He  believed, 
that  when  Mr.  Pitt  was  pressed  upon  the 
subject,  he  did  make  some  Bllowance|of  the 
nature  sought  for  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Dumfries  (Mr.  Ewart)  for  sums  applied 
by  individuals  for  the  purpose  of  insuring 
their  own  lives.  He  did  not  know  actually 
what  that  allowance  was,  but  he  thought, 
that  some  provision  of  that  kind  might  be 
introduced  into  the  bill.  With  these  opin- 
ions, he  could  not  vote  for  the  proposition 
of  the  hon.  and  leartied  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Roebuck),  He  did  not  take  this  course 
from  any  notion  that  it  would  make  the 
tax  more  unpopular  to  levy  the  same 
amount  on  ell  classes,  for  he  believed  if 
they  took  off  a  portion  in  this  case  and 
refused  to  do  il  in  others  in  which  it  was 
demanded  with  the  same  equity,  they 
would  render  the  tax  more  unpopular  than 
by  impoaing  it  on  all  alike,  as  proposed  by 
the  bill.  Therefore,  the  House  having  re- 
solved to  go  into  committee,  he  shonld 
point  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Mitchell  was  strongly  in  farour  of 
an  Income  tax,  but  he  thought  the  present 
clause,  as  it  stood,  was  unjust,  and  be, 
therefore,  urged  its  amendment,  that  it 
might  not  render  it  unpopular  hereafter. 
He  could  understand  the  conduct  of  the 
noble  Lord  (Lord  J.  Russell)  who.  bo 
doubi,  W83  not  desirous  to  remove  from 
the  bill  anything  that  would  render  it 
unpopular,  but,  as  he  believed  it  to  be  a 
Just  tax,  and  one  much  better  than  any 
tax  on  articles  of  consumption,  he  waa 
anxious  to  remove  all  its  imperfections, 
and  he,  therefore,  trusted  that  this  part 
of  it  would  be  reconsidered. 


Mr 


rould  be  reconsidered.  f^  I 

Rotbuck:  The  noble  Lord  i^Sigitized  by  V^OOQ  IC 
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was,  had  he  ihown  an  injnitioe,  tnd  ■ 

firacticable  nay  of  removing  it?  The 
njuBLice  wai  admitted,  and  the  whole 
argument  againat  hii  plan  ww,  that "  the 
bill  is  10  bad,  we  dare  not  attempt  to 
remedy  one  mischtef,  lest  we  should  be 
called  upoD  to  remedy  a  dozen."  In 
■peaking  of  ihe  right  hoa.  Banuiet'e 
reipoDiibilitj,  be  never  meant  to  (rigblen 
bim.  But  his  pogitioB  was  oaeof  emJDent 
tespooNbility,  and  everv  one  who  aspired 
to  such  a  position  did  so  well  knowing 
that  great  regnonsiUility  would  press  upon 
bis  bead.  Toe  right  boo.  Baronet  waa 
the  frsmer  of  this  meaaure — the  creator 
of  the  whole  system.  He  governed  his 
party  — in  fact,  he  was  the  party;  and 
therefore  it  bad  been  his  (Mr.  Roebuck's) 
wish  to  make  the  right  hoa.  Geotlemaa 
responsible. 

The  committee  divided  on  the  quetUoo, 
that  the  blank  be  filled  wiUi  "  thrw- 
pence  hilfpenny."  —  Ayes  112;  Noea 
258 :— Majority  146. 

Lilt  Iff  the  ATM. 
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him  said  be  would  sot  vote  with  him 
because  be  had  not  propoaed  an  elaborate 
and  comprebeasive  scheme,  but  he  did 
not  peiceiia  that  he  was  at  all  bound  to 
do  any  inch  thing.  All  that  he  wished 
to  do  was  to  remedy  what  teemed  to  bim 
to  be  a  gross  injustice.  What  was  the 
pith  of  (be  argument  with  which  the  right 
non.  Baronet  had  met  his  motion?  It 
was  that  the  bill  conUined  not  one,  but 
many  injustices;  and  that  it  was  idle  to 
attempt  to  redress  tbis  particular  one. 
Tbe  rig^t  boo.  Baronet  pointed  to  an 
injustice  in  schedule  A,  to  which  be  said 
there  was  no  opposition,  to  another  in 
•ohednle  B,  and  another  in  schedule  C, 
which  he  said  were  not  opposed.  In  Tacl 
the  injastice  in  schedule  C  was  opposed 
and  very  ably  too;  but  if  it  had  been 
otherwise,  what  was  the  worth  of  such  an 
argument  as  this?  Because  all  injustices 
could  not  be  removed,  was  that  a  reason 
for  adhering  to  a  gross  and  palpable  in- 
justice which  could  be  get  rid  of  T  Sup- 
poae  the  case  that  it  wet  attempted  to 
reform  the  criminal  code,  and  that  a 
geaeral  proposition  for  tbe  purpose  bad 
failed  or  bad  no  chance  of  success,  was 
that  a  reaaon  for  not  bringing  forward  a 
particalar  case— that  of  forgery,  for  ez- 
amplei  in  which  there  waa  ground  for 
believing  that  an  improvement  ought  to 
be  effected  ?  Should  they  refuse  to  take 
■way  an  improper  punishmsot  from  the 
crime  of  fo^ry,  unless  tbe  proposal  em- 
braced alio  the  removal  of  every  improper 
pHnisbment  in  tbe  statute  book.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  made  a 
speech,  which  was  certainly  not  a  reply 
to  him  (Mr.  Roebuck).  It  appeared  asif 
tbe  right  hon.  Oentleman  wanted  to  make 
a  speech  on  the  property- lax,  and  be 
made  it.  Tbe  right  hon.  Gentleman 
dwelt  on  the  iojuatiee  of  making  a  differ- 
enoe  in  favour  of  bankers,  whose  funds 
were  of  so  permanent  a  character;  but 
(he  property  of  bankers,  which  was  not 
actually  employed  in  their  business,  was 
invested  in  the  funds  or  in  land ;  and  such 
property  would  pay  the  full  amount  of 
tbe  tax.  So,  if  a  professional  man  was 
able  to  lay  by  a  portion  of  bis  income,  he 
inveated  it,  moat  likely,  in  tbe  funds,  and 
the  next  year  it  wouid  become  liable  to 
tbe  Ftill  tax.  The  moment  the  receiver  of 
profcasiooal  income  became  saving,  he 
would  be  taxed  as  heavily  as  others. 
None  of  these  considerations  weighed 
apinat  hiianModnent.  The  real  (jueiiion 
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WaKl,U.O. 
WalMo,  W.  H. 
Wawn,  J.  T. 
Williami,  W. 
Wilthere,  Vf. 
Wood.B. 
Wood,  G.  W. 
Yorke,  H.  £1. 


Lmder.J.T. 
Roebudc,  J.  A. 


£itf  of  the  Noes. 


A'COTit,  Capl. 
Acton,  Col. 
Adara,  ViicU 
Addeiley.C.B. 
AUi«,J.P. 
Antrobui,  E. 
ArbalhiHitt,  hon.  H, 
Arcbdall,  Cut. 
Atkwrigbl,  O. 
Aible;,  I^ord 
Bailey,  J. 
Bailer,  J.  Jan. 
Baillie,  Col. 
Baillle.H.J. 
B»rd,  W. 
Bairoiu,J.tf. 
Baolcai^O. 
Baring,  hon.  W.  B. 
Banaid,  E.  0. 
Banicbj,  J. 
Baikemlle,T.B.M. 
Bedett,  W. 
Bell,  M. 
Befearord,  Capl. 
Bereaford,  M^r 
Bemud,  Viici. 
Blackbnnwi  J. 
Blakemore,  fi. 
Bodkin,  W.  H. 
BoUero,  H.  G. 
Bortbwick,  P. 
Botfidd.B. 
Bradibaw.J. 

>n,T.W. 


Broadwood,  H. 
Brooke,  Sit  A.  B. 
Brace,  Lord  E. 
Brutn,Cal. 
Buckley,  B. 
BuUei.E. 
Boiler,  Sir  J- V. 
Bnnbanr.T. 
BamlUSirCH. 
CamidieU,  Sir  H. 


Campbell,  A. 
Card  well,  E. 
Cam  eg]  e,  hon.  Capt. 
Cavendish,  boD.G.  H. 
Chapman,  A. 
Charterii,  hon.  F: 
ChelMa,  Viaci. 
Chetwode,  Sir  J. 
Cholmondeler,  ho.  H. 
Christmas,  W, 
Chute,  W.  L.  W. 
Clayton.  R.  R. 
CleA,  Sir  G. 
Cochnme,  A. 
CockbuTa,rt.hn.SirO. 
CodringtOD,  C.  W. 
Colleit,  W.  R. 
Colrile,  C.  R. 
Conolly,  Col. 
Coote,KtC.  R. 
Corry,  rt.  hn.  H. 
Counenay,  Lord 
Ctipp«,W. 
CurteJB,  H.  B. 
Darner,  hon.  Col. 
Darby,  G. 

Dawnay,hoD.W.H. 
Denison,  J.  £. 
Deniaon,  E.  B. 
Dickinaon,  F.  H. 
Dooglai,  Sir  C.  E. 
Dooglaa,  J.  D.  S. 
Douro^  Marqueu  of 
Drummond,  H.  H. 
Dngdale,  W.  S. 
Dnncombt,  bon.A. 
Da  Pre,  C  G. 
Eaft,J.B. 
Eaton,  R.  J. 
Egeitoa,  W.T. 
£gertoa.  Sir  P. 
Eliot,  Lord 
Emlyn,  Visct. 


Famhain,  K,  B. 
Fellowes,  E. 
Feildeo,  W. 
Feirand,  W.  B. 
Fitiroy,  Capt. 
Follelt,  Sir  W.  W. 
Forbei,  W. 
Forestet.bon.G.C.W. 
Fuller,  A.  E. 
Gaskell,  J.  Milnei 
Gladstone,  rt.bn.  W.E. 
Godfoo,R. 
Gordon,  bon.  Capt. 
Gore,  M. 
Got^  W.  0. 
Qoring,  C. 
Goultram,  rt.  hn.  H. 
Giaham,  it,  bn.  Sr  J. 
Oieenal,  P. 
Gregory,  W.  H. 
Orinuton,  ViicL 
Grogao,  E. 
HalFord,  U. 
Hamilton,  C.  J.  B. 
Hamilton,  J. 
HamiltOD,  W.  J. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C. 
Hampden,  B. 
Uanmer,  Sir  J. 
Haroonrt,  G.  G. 
HardiDga,Tt.hD.SirH. 
Hardy,  J. 
Hayea,  Sir  E. 
Henley.  J.  W. 
Hepbnm,  Sir  T.  B. 
Herberl,  hon.  S. 
Billsborougb,  Earl  of 
Hoduoo,R. 
Hogg,  J.  W. 
Holmet,  hn.  W.  A'Ct 
Hop4  hon.  C. 
Howard,  hn.C.W.0. 
Howatd,  P.  H. 
Inglis,SirR.  H. 
Iiton,  8. 
Jackaon.J.  D. 
Jaraei,  Sir  W  C. 
Jermyn,  Earl 
Jocelyn,  ViMt. 
Johnion,  W.  G. 
Johnstone,  Sir  J. 
Johnilone,  H. 
Jonei,  Cafat. 
Remble,  H. 
Karriaon,  Sir  E, 
Kirk,  P. 
EnatdibuU,  righLhon. 

SirE. 
Knight,  H.  6. 
Knight,  F.  W. 
Laboucbere,  rt.  hn.  H. 
Laicrilet,  hon.  W.  S. 
Lawun,  A. 
Legh,  G.  C. 
LeicBiter,  Earl  of 
Lemon,  Sir  C. 
Ldddell,  hon.  H.  T. 


Long,  W. 
Lopei,  Sir  B. 
Lowthar,  J.  H. 
Ljgoo,  hon.  O. 
Mackeniie,  T. 
Mackeniie,  W.  F. 
Mackinnon,  W.  A. 
M-Geachy,  F.  A, 
Maher,  V. 
Hahon,  Visct. 
Main  waring,  T. 
Mannera,  Lord  J, 
March,  Earl  of 
Manbam,  Vitct. 
Marty.,  C.  W. 
MartOD,  G. 
Matter,  T.  W.  C. 
Masterman,  J. 
Meynell,  Capt. 
Mitei,  P.  W.  S. 
Htl«i,W. 
Hordaunt,  Sir  J. 
Morgan,  O, 
Mundy,  E.  M. 
Murray,  C.  R,  S. 
Murray,  A. 
Neeld,J. 
Neeld,  J. 
Neville,  a. 
Newport,  Viact, 
Newry,  Vitct. 
Nicb«>U,rt.hn.J. 
Norr«yi,LoTd 
Norreyi,  Sir  D.  J. 
O'Brien,  A.  S. 
Packs,  C.  W. 
Paget,  Lord  W. 
Palmer,  R. 
Patten,  J.  W. 
PeeL  tt  bn.  Sit  B. 
Peel,  J; 

Flanta,  rt.  hn,  J, 
Flnniptre,  J.  P: 
Polhifl,  F. 
Polllngtnn,  VIscL 
FoUoi£,  Sir  F. 
Praed,  W.  T, 
Pringla,  A. 
Puaey,  P. 
Rafhleish,W, 
Reade,  W.  M. 
Reid,  Sir  J.  R. 
Richards,  R. 
Rolleston,  Col. 
Rose,  rt.  hn.  Sii  0. 
Round,  J. 
Ruihbrooke,  Col, 
Ruisell,  Lord  J. 
Russell,  C. 
RnsseU,  J.  D.  W. 
Ryder,  W.G.D. 
Saudeison,  R. 
Sandon,  VisoL 
Scarlett,  hon.  R.  C. 
ScoU,  hon.  F, 


it.hn.F. 
1,T. 
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Shiiley,  £.  J.  Vere,  Sir  C.  B. 

Sibthorp,  Col.  Vcrner,  Col. 

Smith,  A.  Vemoa,  G.  H. 

Smollett,  A.  Vivian,  hon.  Major 

Sometsel,  Lord  G.  Waddingion,  H.  S. 

SotherOD,  T.  H.  S.  Wall,  C.  B. 

Stanky,  Loid  W*lfh,  Sit  J.  B. 

Slul^,  E.  Welby,  G.  E. 

SmraiC  J.  Wemyu,  Capt. 

Stuart,  H.  WodebooM,  B. 

Sutloii,lion.  H.  H.  Wood,  Col.T. 

Tennent,  J.  £.  Wortley,  boo.  J.  S. 

ThMigar,  F.  Wyndham,  Col.  C. 

Tollemache,  J.  Yurke,  hon.  £.  T. 

TrencH,  Sir  F.  W.  Young,  J. 

Trevor,  hon.  G.  R.  Yonog,  Sir  W. 
Troiler,  J.  tellers. 

Tnnior,  C.  Baring,  H.  B. 

Tyrell,  Sir  J.  T.  Fremantle,  Sir  T.  F. 

Mr.  iS.  Crawfird  said,  that  having 
already  stated  the  reautii  for  the  amend- 
meat  which  he  had  to  propose,  he  thould 
not  again  trouble  the  House  with  a  recapi- 
lulafioD  of  the  arguments,  but  content 
hiinieir  with  moving  that  the  words, 

"Or  from  any  proreuion,  trade,  employ- 
ment, or  vocation,  whether  the  lame  ihali  be 
mpectively  carried  on  in  tireat  Britain  or 
eiiewhere, 
be  olnilted  in  Schedule  D. 

The  committee  divided  on  ihe  question 
that  the  paragraph 

"And  upon  the  anaoal  profits  of  gains 
arising  or  aceniing  to  any  person  residing  in 
Great  Britain  from  any  profeMion,  trade,  em- 

eoyment  or  vocation,  wnether  the  same  thall 
I  reipectivsly  carried  on  in  Great  Britain  or 
•iMwbere,  there  shall  be  charged  yearly  Tor 
every  twenty  ihillingi  of  the  amount  of  such 
profits  or  gaioi  the  sum  of  savenpence," 
Stand  pari  of  schedule  D. — Ayes 
Noes  50 :  Majority  209. 

litt  of  the  Ates. 

Acland,  SirT.  D. 
Acland,T.D. 
A'Contt,  Capt 
ActOD,  ('0l. 
Addetley,  C.  B. 
Allix,J.P. 
Anlrohus,  E. 
ArbuthDotl,hon.  H. 
ArchdalUCapt, 


Arkwright,  G. 
Baitay,  J. 
Bailey,  J.,  jun. 
Baillie,  Col. 
Baillie,  H.  J. 
Baird.W. 
BaUwin.  B. 
Bankes,  G. 
Baring,  hon.  W.  B, 
Baraaby  •'• 


Baskerville.T.B.  H. 
Beckett,  W. 
Bell,  M. 

Bentinck,  Lord  G. 
Bereiford,  Capt. 
Bernard,  Visct. 
Blackburne  J.  I. 
Blake,  M.  J. 
Bodkin,  W.  H. 
Boldero,  11.  G. 
Uortbwick,  P. 
fiotlteld,  B. 
Brad  shew,  J. 
Bramston,  T.  W. 
Broadley,  II. 
Broad  wood,  H. 
Brooke, Sir  A.  B. 
Biuce,  lAird  E. 
Bmeo,  Col. 


Buckley,  E. 
Buller,  Sir  J.  Y. 
Bunhary,  T. 
Burrell,  Sir  C.  M. 
Campbell,  Sir  H. 
Campbell,  A. 
Cardweli,  E. 
Carnegie,  hon.  Capt. 
Cavendish,  hon.  G.H. 
Charteris,  hon.  F. 
Chelsea,  Vise  L 
ChetwodcSirJ. 
Chute,  W.  L.  W. 
Clayton,  R.  R. 
Clerk,  Sir  G. 
Cochrane,  A. 
Cockbum,  rt .  hn.  Sir  Q. 
Codrington,  C.  W. 
CoUett,  W.  R. 
Colvile,  C.  H. 
ConoUy,  Col. 
Corry,  rt.  hon,  H. 
Courtenay,  Lord 
Cripps,  W. 
Curieii,  H.  B. 
Dairy m pie,  Capt. 
Damer,  hon.  Col. 
Darby,  G. 

Dawnay,  hon.  W.  H. 
Denison,  E.B. 
Dickinson,  F.H. 
D'liraeU,  B. 
DougUi,  Sir  C.  B. 
Douglas,  J.  D.  S. 
Drummond,  H.  H. 
Dugdale,  W.S. 
Duke,  Sir  J. 
Duncombe,  hon.  A. 
DaPra,C.G. 
East,  J.  B. 
Eaion,  R.  J. 
Ebriogton,  Visct. 
Egenon,  W.  T. 
Egenon,SirP. 
Eliot,  Lord 
Emiyn,  Vim  I. 
BsGoU,  B. 
Eatcourt,  T.  O.  B. 
Fellovres,  E. 
Ferguson,  Sir  R.  A. 
Fei1den,W. 
Ferrand,  W.  B. 
Fliiroy,  Capt. 
Fleming,  J.  W. 
Folletl,SirW.W. 
Fortes,  W. 
Forester,  hon.CC.W. 
Poller,  A.  E. 
Gaskell,J.Milnes 
Gibson,  T.  M. 
Glidaiane,ri.hn.W.E. 
Gordon,  hn,  Capt. 
Gore,  M. 
Gore,  W.  O. 
Goring,  Ci 

Goutbum,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Graham,  rt.  hn.  Sir  J. 
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Granby,  Hatqvess  of 
Oreenall,  P. 
Gregory,  W.  U. 
Grimston,  Viict. 
Grosan,E. 
Halbrd,  U. 
HamittoD,C.  J.B. 
Hamilton,  J. 
HamUton,  W.  J. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C. 
Hampden,  R. 
Hanmer,  Sir  S. 
Harcourt,  O.  G. 
Harding^  rt.hn.Sir  H. 
Hatton,  Capt.  V. 
Hayea.  Sir  E. 
Henley,  J.  W. 
Hepbnm.SirT.  B. 
Herbert,  hon.  S. 
Hodgson,  R. 
Hogg.  J.  W. 
H  ouldi  worth,  T. 
Holmes.  hon.W-A'Ct. 
Hope,  hon.C. 
Howard,  hon.  C.W.G. 
Howard,  P.  H. 
lnglis,SirR.H. 
Irton,  S. 
Jackion,  J.  D. 
Jamei.SirW.C. 
Jermyn,  Earl 
Jocelyn,  AHict, 
Johnson,  W.  G. 
Jcdinstone,  Sir  J. 
Johnstone,  H. 
Jones,  Capt. 
Eelbuma,  Visd. 
Kemblei  H. 
Kerrison,  Sir  E. 
Kirk,  P. 
Knatchbull,    rt.   hon. 


Legh,  G.  C. 
Leicester,  Bail  of 
Lincoln,  Earl  of. 
Lopes,  Sir  R. 
Lowther,J.  H. 
Lowther,  hoD.  C«l. 
LyiU,  G. 

Lygon,  hon.  General 
Hackeniie,  T. 
Madtenue,  W.  F. 
H'Geachy,  F.  A. 
Maher.V. 
UahoD,  Visct 
Hainwaring,  T. 
Manners,  Lord  J, 
March,  Earl  of 
Marsbam,  Viict. 
Martin,  C.W. 
Master,  T.  W.  C. 
Mastcrman,  J 
Heynell,  Capt 
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Hiln,  P.  W.  S. 
HUei.W. 
UUdu,  B.  M. 
Mitchell,  T.  A. 

MoidiDDl)  Sir  J. 
Morgan,  O. 
MuDdy.B.  M. 
M«DI2,G.  F. 
Morraj,  C.  R.  S. 
Murray,  A. 
Neeld,  J. 
Nee)d,J. 
Neville,  U. 
Newport,  Visct. 
Newry,  Visct. 
NicIioU,  rt.  hon.  J, 
Norreji,  Lord 
Noirej*.  Sir  D.  J. 
O'Brieo,  A.S. 
Packe,  C.  W. 
Paget,  Lord  W. 
Paget,  Lord  A. 
Palner,  fi. 
Fallen,  J.  W. 
Peel,  rt.  boo.  Sir  R. 
Peel,  J. 
Pemtierion,  T. 
Planta,  rt.  hon.  J. 
Pluinptre,  J.  P. 
Polhill,  F. 
PolliogioD,  Viicl. 
Pollock,  Sir  P. 
Pomonby,  boo.  J.  G. 
PrawJ,  W.  T. 
Pringle,  A. 
Polibtd.K. 
Fuiey,  P. 
Buhleigh,  V/. 
Reade.W.  H. 
Reld,  Sir  J.  R. 
Richardi,R 
Rolletlon,  Col. 
RoKrt.  hon.  SirG. 
Round,  J. 
Rutbbrooke,  Col. 


{ April  29} 


Rjder,  tion.  0.  D. 
San  don,  Vitct. 
Scarlett,  hoD.R.  C. 
Scott,  boD.  F. 
Shaw,  rl.  boD.  F. 
Sheppard,  T. 
Sbirle;,  E.  J. 
Siblhorp,  Col. 
Smollett,  A- 
SoEoerKi,  Lord  G. 
Stanley,  Lord 
Stanley,  E. 
Stei*Btt,J. 
Stuart,  Lord  J. 
Stoarl,  H. 
Sutton,  hon.  H  M. 
Tennenl,  J.  E. 
Tbesiger,  F. 
Tollemacbe.hon.  F.J. 
Tollemache.J. 
Trench,  Sir  F.  W. 
Trevor,  bon.  U.  II. 
Troiter,  J. 
Turoor,  C. 
Tyrell,  Sir  J.  T. 
Vere,SirC.B. 
Vemer,  Col. 
Vivian,  boa.  Major 
Vif  ian,  J.  E. 
Waddinglon,  H.  S. 
Walth,  Sir  J.  B. 
Welby.G.  E. 
Wemytt,  Capl. 
WodehOdie,  E. 
Wood,  Col.  T. 
Wor»ley,  Lord 
Wortley.hn.  J.S. 
Wyndhani,Col.C. 
Yorke,  hon.  E.T. 
Yorke,  H.  R. 

Ywng!  sir  W. 

TtlXEU. 

Rating,  H. 
Ftenantle,  Sir  T. 


List  of  the  Hoes. 


filewiu,  R.J. 
Bowrini,  Dr. 
Brodie,  W.  B. 
BrothertoD,  J. 
Bryan,  G. 
Boifeild,  W. 
Chriitie.W.  D. 
Cobden,  R. 
Colling  W. 
DuDcan,  0. 
Elli),  W. 
E<ani.  W. 
Fieldea.J. 
Fortler,  M. 
Oill^T. 
Granger,  T.  C. 
Hall.  Sir  B. 
Beathcoal,  J. 
Hill,  Lord  M. 

VOL  LXII. 


Hull,  W. 
JohoilOD,  A. 
Langston,  J.  U. 
Leader,  J.  T. 
Manin,  3. 
Milcalle.  H. 
Morrii,D. 

MoMyn,  bon.  E.  M.  L. 
Murphy,  F.  S. 
Napier,  Sir  C. 
O'Brien,  J. 
Pecbell.Capl. 
Plumridge,  Capt. 
Power,  J. 
R«]ington,  T.  N. 
Bundle,  J. 
Scholefield.J. 
Seale,  SirJ.  H. 
Somerville.SirW.M. 
Sianifield,  W.  R.  C. 


Tancred,  H.  W.  Wawn.  J.  T. 

Thomely,  T.  Williami,  W, 

Turner,  E.  Wood,  B. 

ViUiers,  boo.  C. 

Wakley,  T.  tellebs. 

Walker,  B.  Crawford,  W.  S. 

Watton,  W.  H.  Wallace,  R. 

Schedule  D  agreed  to. 

Schedule  E 

"  Upon  every  public  office  or  employment 
of  profii,  and  upon  every  annuity,  pension,  or 
stipend  payable  by  ber  Majeity,  or  out  of  the 
public  revenue  of  tlie  United  Kiogdom,  except 
annuitiei  before  charged  to  the  duties  in 
schedule  C,  for  every  twenty  abillingi  of  the 
annual  amount  thereof  respectively  there  ihall 
be  charged  yearly  tbenim  of  ." 

Sir  C.  Napier  rose  to  move  the  amend* 
ment  of  which  he  had  given  notice :  the 
object  of  which  wei  to  exempt  ofBcera 
in  the  army  and  nary  from  the  payment  of 
the  property-taz.  He  did  not  wish  to 
extend  the  exemption  to  officete  holding 
high  rank  in  either  tervice  ;  but  it  wai 
impossible  that  men  receiving  I6£/.,  180/. 
to  250/.  or  260/.  a-year  should,  after  pay. 
ing  insurance,  be  in  a  coodition  lo  pay 
this  tax.  Beiidea  thii.  It  was  hard  to  call 
00  men  who  had  lerred  their  country  so 
long  to  make  tuch  a  contribution.  The 
gallant  Officer  concluded  hy  moving  to 
inaerl  the  words 

"  And  except  the  pay-officers  under  the  rank 
of  general  ana  flag  officers,  whose  income*  are 
derived  loleij  from  their  services,  and  not 
receiving  pensioni  either  for  wounds  or  good 
service,  and  are  not  paid  as  Queen's  aides.de- 
camp  which  shall  be  exempted." 

Captain  Camegit  differed  in  opinion 
from  the  hon.  and  gallant  Commodore, 
inasmuch  as  he  thought  it  would  be  bat 
cold-blooded  reaioning  and  pocket  policy 
to  have  an  imposition  of  this  nature  levied 
upon  the  country  generally,  and  to  exempt 
the  officer*  of  the  navy  from  contributing 
their  fair  proportion.  It  should  be  recol- 
lected that  the  proceed!  of  this  lax  was  to 
support  the  maintenance  of  the  army  and 
navy ;  and  when  all  other  classes  of  her 
Majeaty't  tubjecle  were  to  be  taxed,  were 
the  navy  alone  to  be  deprived  of  lending 
their  exeitions  to  the  general  good  7  As 
far  ai  he  knew  the  feelings  among  the 
officers  of  the  navy,  he  would  tay,  that 
they  would  be  inclined  more  to  coniider 
the  proposition  of  (he  hon.  and  gallaot 
Commodore  in  the  light  of  an  insnlt  than 
otherwise;  and  he  could  not  help  thinkiog 
(hat  the  hon.  and  gallant  Commodor- 
Wii  coDsalting  more  tl.a  wiihea  of 
2U 
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constitneDU  in  Marjlebone,  than  the  re- 
specUbility  and  indepeDdence  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  naf  J. 

Lord  Wonley  thought,  that  the  anieDd- 
ment  deserved  to  be  successful.  It  was 
flUTprisiog  to  see  hon  many  officers  in  the 
army  and  Dsvy  managed,  upon  their  ex> 
tremely  limited  incomeB,  to  bring  up  their 
families  38  in  many  cases  thevdid;  and 
the  difficulty  of  the  task  would  be  much 
increased  nere  they  called  on  to  pay  ad- 
ditional taxation  in  the  manner  proposed. 
He  thought  that  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Commodore  deieTved  tto  thanks  of  both 
branches  of  the  service  for  (he  motion 
nhich  ha  had  brought  forward. 

Captain  PecheU  remBilfed,  that  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  opposite  (Captain 
Carnegie)  had  talked  of  the  navy  and  army 
being  in  favour  of  the  proposed  Income- 
(sx.  Although  he  admitted  that  this  was 
partly  the  case,  yet  there  was  a  large  body 
of  either  service  who,  while  they  deeply 
■ympathtied  with  the  diatressea  of  the 
country,  yet  were  in  a  situation  which  en- 
titled them  to  ask  for  relief  from  the  House 
from  the  burden  proposed  to  be  laid  upon 
them.  It  appeared,  however,  that  it  some- 
times happened,  that  when  naval  officers 
got  into  the  House,  ihey  seemed  to  tbmw 
overboard  all  regard  for  their  brother  offi- 
cers, and  implicitly  followed  the  leader  of 
their  party.  He  was  astonished  when 
be  heard  the  gallant  and  hon.  Gentle- 
man come  forward  to  uv,  that  naval 
officer)  would  be  ashamed  to  exclaim 
against  the  tax.  Before  that  tax  should 
ha  imposed,  it  ought  first  to  he  proved, 
that  there  were  no  other  means  of  sup- 
plying the  de6eiency  of  the  Exchequer 
than  by  putting  the  bandi  of  Government 
into  the  pockets  of  all  classes,  by  an  in< 
qu  is!  to  rial  and  abominable  impost;  hut  if 
the  necessity  for  that  lax  should  be  de- 
nonalraled,  then  neither  the  army  nor  the 
navy  would  oppose  its  imposition. 

Captain  Plumridge  was  old  enough  to 
fecoUect  the  tirae  when  the  army  and  navy 
were  able  to  pay  10  per  otnt.  on  their  in- 
come to  carry  on  a  war,  but  he  was  equally 
convinced  that  they  would  find  it  much 
more  difficult  to  pay  3  per  cent,  now  In  a 
timo  of  peace. 

Sir  R.  Petl :  Sir,  no  person  can  have 
a  higher  respect  for  the  army  and  navy 
than  I  have,  nor  can  any  one  entertain  a 
deeper  sense  of  gratitude  for  the  services 
which  they  have  performed  toward*  this 
country,  nor  bave  a  alronger  confideoce 


that  when  called  upon,  npon  futnn  occa- 
sions they  will  emnlatc  the  fame  which 
they  have  already  gained  on  all  past  occa- 
sions. No  one  can  more  deeply  regret  the 
neoessity  of  the  imposition  of  tbia  tax ;  bat, 
inasmuch  as  there  is  to  be  a  tax  ofthisde- 
scnption  to  be  generally  imposed  upon  all 
income8abovel50/.a-year,  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  just  to  take  a  [wrticu  tar  class  and 
exempt  them  from  the  operation  of  it. 
1  must  say,  that  the  gallant  Officer  behind 
me  (Captain  Carnegie)  has  given  the  pro- 
position a  support  worthy  of  his  profeswoa 
— and  I  cannot  help  thinkiog  that  the 
officers  of  the  army  and  navy  would  not 
wish  to  he  exempted  from  tha  operation  of 
a  tax  which  all  other  classes  must  suffer 
under.  I  thick,  then,  that  my  gallant 
Friend  has  correctly  staled  the  feelingaof 
the  officers  of  his  service  upon  this  sub- 
ject. The  question  is  not  now  what  the 
hon,  and  gallant  Officer  the  Member  for 
Brighton  has  stated,  as  to  whether  or  not 
a  sufficient  emergency  has  arisen,  to  war- 
rant the  imposition  of  this  tax.  The  House 
being  in  committee  now  upon  the  subject, 
we  must  assume  that  that  emergency  bu 
arisen,  and  that  the  imposition  most  be 
applied.  Assuming  that  to  be  the  fact,  I 
do  not  think  a  particular  class  ought  to 
be  exempted  from  the  operation  of  the 
Income-tax. 

Sir  C  tfopier  said,  he  did  not  think 
that  the  arguments  used  by  the  hon.  aod 
gallant  Officer  opposite  (Capt.  Carnegie) 
were  o(  much  importance.  He  had  cem> 
municated  upon  this  subject  with  a  gnat 
many  naval  officers  who  were  in  poverty 
and  want,  and  upon  whom  aucb  a  tax  as  tbii 
wonld  be  a  most  severe  oppression.  Alt  be 
could  say'nowyas,in  answer  to  the  hon.  sad 
gallant  Captain  opposite,  he  wished  tbsl 
that  gallant  Officer  was  a  married  msn 
with  a  wife  and  a  family  of  aiz  children, 
and  with  only  1551.  a-year  salary,  and  ho 
was  certain  that  bis  opinions  would  be 
very  different  as  to  this  tax  than  what  be 
had  just  stated.  The  hon.  and  gallsnt 
Captain  (Capt.  Carnegie)  had  stated  that 
he  was  only  quoting  the  opinions  of  b>i 
constituents  in  Msrylebone.  He  did  not 
know  ezaoily  how  many  gallant  Officers 
were  living  in  the  parish  of  MaryleboMi 
but  he  could  aafely  say,  that  very  few  of 
them  voted  for  him.  Those  gallant  Offi- 
cers who  were  living  in  Marylebone  were 
notoriously  known  to  be  Tories. 

Lord  IngtitTt  said,  he  believed  that  If  /'^  i'-v  /-v  /^-v  I  r> 

the  officers  of  the  navy  were  polled  iip»  c  by  VjOOV  [C 
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thii  qvettion,  th«  great  najoritj  would  be 
fband  to  be  placed  in  cppoii^oa  to  the 
hoD.  and  gallBQt  Commodore*!  propositioD. 
Thii  «u  a  diitinction  which  would  not  be 
acqnieeced  in  by  the  navy  generally,  and 
Tor  that  reason  be  ibould  oppoK  the 
amendment  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Com- 
nodoK. 

The  committee  divided  on  the  qneetion, 
that  the  woida  be  added :  —  Ayei  33  i 
NoeiaOS: — Majority  173. 

Liit  of  the  Ates. 


BeroiliCapt. 
Blewiu,  R.  J. 
Bryan,  G. 

Bulkoley,SirR.B.W. 
Cavendiah,  hn.  C.  C. 
Chriitie,W.D. 
Cowper,hon.  W.  F. 
DtiDCOinbe,  T. 
Dundai,  Admiral 
Daedu,  F. 
Granger,  T.  C. 
Hall,  Sir  B. 
Hollond,  R. 
Mania,  J. 
Honii,  O. 
Harphy,  F.  8. 
Hunay,  A. 
Pechell,  CapL 


Pulifard,  R. 
RediDgiOD,T.  N. 
Bundle,  J, 
Scholefield,  J. 
Scale,  Sir  J.  II. 
Somerville,  Sir  W.  M. 
StBDsSeid,  W.  R.  C. 
Stuart,  Lord  J. 
Turner,  E. 
Wakley,  T, 
Wallace,  R. 
Walion.W.  II. 
Wood,  B. 
Worsley,  Lord 


Napier,  Sir  C. 
Plumiidge,  Capt. 


Aclaad,  Sit  T.  D. 
Adand,  T.  D. 
AcloQ,  Col. 
Adderley,  C.  B- 
Aldan,  W. 
Allia,J.P. 
Aatrobv*,  E. 
Arkwrisht.  O. 
Allwood,  M. 
Bailey,  J. 
Bailey,  J-,  jnn. 
Baillie,  Ool. 
Baird,W. 
Baldwin,  B. 
BaDkea,G. 
Barios,  hon.  W.  B. 
BameW,  J. 
Baikerville,  T.  B.  M. 
Beckett,  W. 
BentJnck,  Lord  O. 
Beraafotd,  Capt. 
Barnard,  Viiet. 
BUckbunie,  J.  I. 
Blake,  M.J. 
Bodkin,  W.  H. 
Botdero,  U.  G. 
Borthwick,  P. 
BolfleM,  B. 
Bowring,  Dr. 


T.W. 


Li$t  of  the  Noes. 

Broadwnod,  H. 
Brooke,  Sir  A.  B. 
Brotberltin,  J. 
Biuce,  Lord  £. 
fiudley,  E. 
Boiler,  Sir  J.  Y. 
Bnnbvy,  T. 
Barrel!,  Sir  CM. 
Campball,  SirH. 
Cardwell,  E. 
Carnegie,  ho.  Capt. 
Chelaea,  Vigct. 
Chetwode,SirJ. 
ChuW.  W.  L.  W. 
Clayton,  R.  R. 
Clerk,  Sir  G. 
Cochrane,  A. 
Coekbura,rt.bn.SirG. 
Collett,  W.  R. 
ColTile,  C.  R. 
Conollj,  Col. 
Cony,  rl.  hn.  H. 
Couiteoay,  Lopd 
Crippa,  W. 
Curteii,  H.  B. 
Darner,  hon.  Col. 
Darby  O. 

Dawnay,  hn.  W.  H. 
DeniMD,  B.  B. 
DickinsoD,  F.  H. 
Douglai,SwC,  E. 
Doaglai, }.  D.  S. 


Drummand,  II.  II. 
Duacombe,  hon.  A. 
Eait,  J.  B. 
EgertoD,  W.  T.  1 
Egsrion,  Sir  P. 
Elioi,  Lord 
EscotI,  B. 
EslcouTl,  T.  G.  B. 
Evani,  W. 
Fellowea,  E. 
Fielden,  W. 
Ferrand,  W.  B. 
Filiroy,  Capt. 
Fleming,  J.  W. 
Follett,  Sir  W.  W. 
Forbes,  W. 


Lyall,  G. 
Mackemie,  T. 
Mackeoiie,  W.  F. 
MacGeachy,  F.  A. 
Mabon,  Visct. 
Maiawaring,  T. 
Manners,  I.ard  J. 
March,  EaH  of 
Maraham,  ViMI. 
Martin,  C.  W. 
Mastennan,  J. 
Meynell,  Capt. 
Mifea,  P.  W.  S. 
Miles,  W, 
Milnes,  R.  M. 
Mitchell,  T.  A. 


Foreater,  hn.  G.  C.  W.    Mordaunt,  Sir  J. 


Fullei 

Gaike'll,  J.  Milnes 

Gibson,  T.  M. 

Gill.  T. 

Gladstone,rt.hn.W.E. 

Gotdon,  hon.  Capt. 

Gore^  W.  O. 
Gore,  W.  R.  O. 
Goulbum, 
Oraharo,  i 
Granhy,  Marque; 
Greenall,  P. 
Grimston,  Viict, 
(irogao,  B. 
BamiUon,  J. 
Haroilloo,  W.  J. 
Hamillon,  Lord  C. 
JIarcourl,G.  0, 
Hard  in  ge,  rt.ha.Sir  H. 
Henley,  J.  W. 
Hepburn,  Su  T.  B. 
Herbert,  hou.  S. 
Hodgson,  R. 
Houldsnonh,  T. 
Haward,bn.E.O.  0. 
Howard,  P.  H. 
Hume,  J. 
Hnit,  W. 
Ingealrie,  Visct. 
Irton,  S. 
Jackaon,  J.  D, 
Jermyn,  Earl 
JocelvD,  Viscl. 
Johnson,  W.  0. 
JohnsWne,  Sir  J. 
Johnstone,  H. 
.(ones,  Capt. 
Kemble,  H. 
Kerrison,  Sit  E. 
Kirk,  P. 
Knatchbnll,  right  hon. 

SirE. 
Lefroy,  A. 
Leicester,  Ear!  of 
Lincoln,  Earl  of 
Lindsay,  H.  H. 
Lockhart,W. 
Lontber,  J.  H. 
Lowlher,  bon,  CoL 
9V2 


Morgad,  6. 

Maody,  E.  H. 

Munti,  G.  F. 

Murray,  C.R.  S. 

Neeld,  J. 

Neeld,  J. 

Newport,  Viscl. 

Newry,  Visct. 

Nieboll,  rt.  hon.  J. 
.  hon.  H.  Horreys,  Sir  D.  J. 
hn.  Sir  J.    0'Brian,A.S. 

Packe,  C.  W. 

Paget,  Lord  W. 

Fatten,  J.  W. 

Peel,  rt.hn.  Sir  R. 

Philips,  M. 

Plumpire,  J.  P. 

Pollock,  Sir  F. 

Praed,  W.  T. 

Pringle,  A. 

Pusey,  P. 

Rashleigh,  W. 

Reade,  W.  M. 

Richards,  R. 

RoUeston,  Col. 

Rose,  rt.  hn.  Sir  O 

Round,  J. 

Roshbrooke,  Col. 

Sanderson,  R. 

Sandoo,  Vise  I. 

Scarlettfhn.  R.  C. 

Scoti,  hon.  F. 

Sbaw,  right  hon.  F. 

Sheppard,  T. 

Shirley.  E.  J. 

Smollelt,  A. 

Somerset,  Lord  G. 

Stanley,  Lord 

Suoley,  E. 

Stewart.  J. 

Stuart,  J. 

Sultan,  hon.  H.  M. 

Tennent,J.E. 

Tbeslger,  F. 

Tollemacbe,  hn.  P.  J. 

Toltemache,  J. 

Trench,  Sir  F.W. 

Trevor,  ban.  O.B. 

Trotter,  J. 

Trtell,BlrJ.T. 
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inuit  uy  that  this  wu  the  moit  K?ere. 
He  felt  to  a  certain  extent  tbat  he  wai 
Dot  compelled  to  reaiit  the  motioa  of  iha 
right  hon.  Baronet.  But  it  wai  neceua)^ 
in  vindicBtien  of  a  petition  which  he  int^ 
milled  to  the  Honte  abont  a  fortnight  ago, 
when  he  dated  that  he  believed,  u  he  atill 
did  helieve,  that  the  individual  who  had 
jnit  left  the  bar  of  the  Houie,  instead  of 
having  most  sfaameleuly  stated  that  which 
was  untrue,  was  not  guilty  of  that  offence 
which  wai  attributed  to  him.  Yei,  he 
believed — and  he  wai  not  alooe.  there 
were  others  with  him— that  Mr.  Oibbona 
had  not  wilfully  perjured  himself  before 
the  committee.  Had  he  done  so,  the  pun- 
ishment he  had  undergone  would  not  be 
sufficient.  If  the  individual  had  ^vea 
false  evidence  before  a  committee  of  that 
Home,  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the  House, 
after  three  week's  imprisonment,  to  im- 
prison him  further,  but  to  initrnct  the  law 
officers  of  the  Crown  to  indict  him  for 
perjury.  He  had  not  had  the  chance 
which  had  been  given  to  other  perfona. 
What  had  happened  with  regard  to  Wren. 
He  was  called  before  the  House  becavie 
he  refused  to  give  evidence  before  the 
Southampton  election  committee.  He  wu 
asked — 

"  Do  you  intend  to  persist  in  refusing  to 
give  the  evidence  required  of  you  by  (ha  com- 
mittee?" (His  answer  was}—"  Yet,  I  do,  be- 
cause I  believe  it  would  criminate  myself;  but 
if  it  is  the  desire  of  the  House,  I  wiU  bow  to 
its  decision,  and  give  the  evidence." 

What  happened  on  the  following  dayf 
Another  individual,  a  Member  of  tbat 
House,  Mr.  Fleming,  was  called  upon  by 
the  Speaker,  and  informed  that  a  report 
had  been  received  from  the  committee 
that  he  had  refused  to  give  evidence  re- 
quired from  him.  But  he  did  not  tell 
eitber  the  committee  or  that  House  that 
be  would  criminate  himself  by  giving  the 
evidence.  When  aiked  by  the  Speaker 
why  he  refused  to  aoawer  the  question 
which  had  been  put  to  him,  he  stood  up 
in  his  place,  and  said  he  could  not,  aa  a 
man  of  honour  and  a  Qentleman,  give  the 
answer.  Had  the  same  chance  been  given 
to  the  last  witness?  Did  they  mean  to  act 
asjudges,  witnesses,  proucntors, and  jary. 
He  had  heard  hon.  Gentlemen  talking 
about  the  liberty  of  the  subject  the  other 
night.  Would  they  stand  up  for  a  man 
who  bad  made  away  with  documents 
which  he  onght  to  have  produced,  and 
pronounce  this  person  guilty  of  peijary  T  - 


Vere,  Sir  C.  B.  Yorke,  ho.  S.  T. 

Vivian,  J.  E.  Yorke,  H.B. 

Waddin^on,  H.  S.        Yonng,  J. 

Wood,  Col.  T.  TELLERH. 

Wortley,  hoo.  J.  S.  Baring,  H. 

Wyndham,  Col.  C         Fremantle,  Sir  T. 

Schedule  agreed  to. 

House  reiumed.  —  Committee  to  sit 
again. 

Great  Marlow  EtKCTiOK  —  Mr. 
Gibbons,]  Go  the  moiion  of  Sir  J.  Y. 
Buller, 

Richard  Gibbons  was  called  to  the  Bar 
of  the  House,  to  be  reprimanded  by  the 
Speaker  and  discharged. 

The  i^aACT-,  addressing  the  prisoner, 
■aid, — 

"  Richard  Gibbous,  the  Select  Committee 
appointed  to  try  and  determine  the  merit*  of 
the  Great  Marlow  Election  Petition,  have  re- 
ported that  you  gave  false  evidence  before 
them.  This  is  avery  serious  and  grave  offence. 
It  appears  that  you  were  not  luddenly  or  acci- 
dentalty  betrayal  into  this  daviation  from  the 
troth,  but  that  you  deliberately,  and  whiUl 
upon  your  oath,  gave  evidence  before  the  com- 
miitee,  which  on  a  subsequent  occasion  you 
contradicted  in  the  most  positive  terms, 

"  It  is  very  painful  to  see  a  person  who  has 
hitherto  maintained  a  reipeciable  character, 
and  who  has  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  a 
considerable  body  of  his  fellow  townicnen, 
placed  in  that  disgraceful  position  which  you' 
now  occupy. 

"  To  a  mind  any  way  alive  to  a  sense  oF 
honour,  that  disgrace  must  be  in  itself  the 
seveieit  punishment.  The  House,  therefore, 
coniidering  the  imprisonment  which  yon  have 
suffered,  considering,  also,  the  deep  regret 
which  you  have  eiprened  in  your  Petition  for 
your  misconduct,  and  willing  to  hope  that  jus- 
tice in  your  casehas  at  least  been  satisfied,  and 
that  if  it  now  release  you  from  further  confine- 
ment, its  lenity  will  not  be  misconstrued,  but 
■hat  otheii[will  be  tanght  by  your  example,  that 
it  is  prepared  to  visit  offences  ofthis  description 
with  the  utmost  severity,  and  that  it  is  deter- 
mined at  all  times  and  under  all  ciroumstaucei 
to  vindicate  those  privileges  which  you  have 
so  shamelessly  violated.  I  am  now  to  acquaint 
you  that  you  are  discharged,  upon  payment  of 
your  fees." 

The  prisoner  bowed  and  retired. 

Sir  R.  Peel :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  move  the 
words  you  have  just  spoken  be  entered 
upon  the  Journals  of  the  House. 

Mr,  T.  Duncombe  had  not  the  slightest 
ot^ection  that  ihe  words  uttered  by  the 
Speaker  should  be  enteredon  the  Journals 
OftheHonse;  but  of  all  the  severe  repri- 
mands he  had  ever  heard  delivered  to  any 
individual  at  the  bar  of  the  House,  he 
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That  had  been  very  properly  celled  the 
liberty  of  corruption.  There  were  hoa. 
GeDilemen  ia  that  Home  who  well  knew 
the  character  of  Mr.  Gibbons,  nad  who 
aa  wellaa  he,  believed  himtobeaiiDcspa- 
ble  of  giving  &Im  tei^mony  a>  any  Geo- 
llemaa  in  that  Houte.  Let  any  one  look 
at  tbe  printed  evidence,  and  point  out,  i' 
he  conld,  where  the  wilnen  could  be  con. 
victed  of  perjury.  The  printed  evidence 
only  made  confuiion  worse  confounded. 
The  public  would  read  it  and  judge  of  it ; 
aod  though  they  might  discover,  that  the 
witnesi  contradicted  himself,  they  would 
not  find  anything  to  prove  that  he  had 
committed  perjury.  Mr.  Gibboni  had  gone 
from  the  bar  of  the  House  with  a  repri- 
mand, but  be  was  not  proved  to  be  guilty ; 
be  was  confounded  by  counsel,  ihat  was 
all,  and  had  no  motive  whatever  for  mis- 
leading the  committee.  But  he  had  been 
sent  to  Newgate  without  having  the  op- 
portunity to  say  one  word  of  extenuation, 
or  even  explanation.  Had  be  been  tried 
by  ajary,  however,  he  would  have  been 
moat  honourably  acquitted  of  the  charge 
of  perjury.  He  believed  that  in  the  esii 
mation  of  alt  who  knew  him,  tncludin| 
Members  of  that  House,  and  persons  coO' 
nected  with  Members  of  that  House,  Mr 
Gibbons  wonld  leave  that  bar  without  a 
■tain  upon  bis  character. 

Sir  R.  Peel :  Sir,  I  have  heard  with  great 
regret  the  observations  which  have  been 
made  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  upon  the  oc- 
casion of  a  reprimand  delivered  by  the 
Speaker  of  this  Bouse.  Of  the  particulars 
of  the  case  I  know  nothing,  and  can  say 
nothing;  but  in  cosformity  with  the  usual 
practice  of  the  House  upon  similar  occa- 
sions,! have  moved  that  the  reprimand  just 
delivered  by  the  Speaker  be  entered  on  the 
journals  of  the  House ;  and  Sir,  permit 
me  to  say  that  you  could  not  have  dis- 
charged your  duty  without  delivering  that 
reprimand.  I  bud  this  entry  upon  the 
jonnuls  of  the  House  :— 

"  Great  Marlow  ElectioQ,— Sir  John  Ysrde 
Boiler  reported  from  the  select  commillee 
appointed  to  try  and  determine  the  matter  of 
toe  petitioD  of  A.  Higginson  and  others,  eom- 
plaiDiDg  of  an  undue  election  and  return  for 
Ibe  borough  of  Great  Marlow,  that  they  bad 
directed  him  to  report  the  following  rewlu- 

**  1.  That  in  tfae  opinion  of  this  committee, 
Richard  Gibbons  hu  been  guilty  of  wilfully 
giving  false  evidence  in  his  examination  before 
theto. 

"  3.  That  the  chairraaD  do,  by  warrant 
onder  bis  faand^   comiail  the  said  Klobard 


Gibbons  to  the  ei: 
to  await  the  plea 

Ordered, 

"  That  the  said  Richard  Gibbons,  be  for  his 
said  offence  committed  to  her  Majesty's  gaol 
ofjfengate,  till  this  House  make  further  order 
in  his  ca!ie;and  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his 
warrant  accordingly." 

That  was  the  order  made  by  the  House 
of  Commons,  aod  that  was  the  report  of 
the  select  committee.  Then  a  motion  was 
made  to-day  to  this  effect : — 

Ordered, 

"  That  Richard  Gibbons,  now  a  prisoner 
in  her  Majesty's  gaol  of  Newgale,  under  an 
order  of  the  House,  be  fbnliwith  brought  lo 
the  Bar  of  this  House,  and  that  the  Speaker  do 
issue  his  warrant  accordingly." 

Ordered, 

(And  (his  again  was  an  act  of  the 
House  of  Commons.) 

"  That  the  said  Richard  Gibbons  be  repri- 
manded by  the  Speaker  and  discharged." 

The  Speaker,  therefore,  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  acted  merely  ministerially,  in 
pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  If  he  had  acted  otherwise  he 
would  have  neglected  his  duty;  and  I 
must  think  that  he  discharged  that  duty  in 
the  most  fit  and  becoming  manner,  and 
that  the  journals  of  this  House  will  sustain 
the  high  character  he  has  acquired  in  the 
:ution  of  his  public  duty.  I  do  not 
iplain  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  for  dis- 
senting from  the  resolution  of  the  coth- 
mittee  of  which  he  was  a  member ;  but 
what  I  regret  is  that  he  should  have  made 
any  remailcs  upon  a  reprimand  delivered 
by  the  chief  Officer  of  this  House  ;  when 
the  neglect  to  deliver  the  reprimand  would 
have  been  a  violation  of  the  duty  he  is 
bound  to  discharge. 

Mr.  Jtrvit  said,  he  merely  rote  to  de- 
precate diMussions  of  this  kind.  If  it 
were  true,  aod  be  thought  that  would 
appear  from  the  evidence,  that  the  indi- 
vidual gave  false  evidence  in  his  (Mr. 
Jervis's)  opinion  no  censure  could  be  too 
severe.  He  did  think  this  was  a  very  ill- 
judged  objection. 

Sir  J.  Y.  Bailer  said,  that  he  thought 
it  would  appear  from  the  evidence  that 
the  committee  bad  not  acted  rashly  in 
this  case. 

Mr.  T.  Duncombe  said,  if  he  had  ut- 
tered a  single  word  which  could  give  the 
■lightest  paio  to  the  Speaker,  he  was 
extremely  sorry  for  it.  The  party  whose 
Goaduct  he  iotended  to  impu^u,  was  the 
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HouM  iuelf,  in  reftreaoe  to  thii  tubject. 
He  contended  that  tbs  iodividusl  who  had 
just  left  the  Bar  had  not  beeo  fairly 
treated.     ["  Qusition,"] 

Tha  Speaker  itated,  that  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman muit  coniiae  himtelf  strictly  to  id 
explanation. 

Mr.  Dwtcom&e  bad  uH,  that  be  did 
not  intend  to  impugn  the  conduct  oft  the 
Speaker  who  bad  acted  in  obedience  to  tbe 
order  of  tbe  Houee,  and  could  not  do 
otherwise.  It  wai  the  conduct  of  the 
HouEeihat  he  wiihed  toblame;  and  when 
the  House  ordered  this  reprimand  to  be 
entered  on  the  JouroalB  of  tbe  Houae, 
then  was  thn  time  to  make  hit  obaerTationi, 
He  had  not  had  the  opportunity.  Now 
could  anything  be  more  unjust  than  this  ? 
He  would  sit  down  and  leave  the  country 
to  judge  of  the  question. 

Reprimand  to  be  ioMrted  in  tbe  jouraals. 

AojOURNNBtrT — SotTTBAHPTOH  ELEC- 
TION.] Sir  R.  Peel  moved  ihal  the  House 
at  its  rising  do  adjourn  to  Monday. 

Mr.  TlKstger  said, 'he  must  move  as  an 
amendment  the  House  do  adjourn  till 
twelve  o'clock  the  next  day.  On  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  resolution  committing  one 
of  the  witnesses  before  the  Soutbimpton 
Committee  (Mr.  Mabson)  to  custody,  bi 
had  ventured  to  esprest  a  very  strong 
opinion  of  the  illegality  of  the  warrant  of 
committal  for  tbe  alleged  contempt.  Cer- 
tainly at  that  time  be  did  not  maturely 
coiisider  that  warrant,  so  as  to  render  the 
opinion  be  expressed  of  very  great  weight. 
He  was  reproved  by  the  bon.  Member  for 
Sheffield,  whom  he  did  not  now  see  in 
his  place,  for  having  converted  a  di 
expressed  by  his  bon.  and  learned  Friend 
(ihe  Solicitor-general)  into  an  assertion. 
But  he  had  since  carefully  considered  tbe 
subject  of  the  warrant,  and  he  had  been 
more  confirmed  in  tbe  strong  opinion  he 
expressed  last  night.  The  forms  of  the 
House  did  not  permit  him  to  move  the 
immediate  discharge  of  that  individual 
from  cnslody,  but  if  the  House  consanted 
to  the  adjournment,  this  person,  whom  he 
believed  to  be  illegally  and  unjustly  con- 
fined, must  remain  in  custody  the  whole 
of  to-morrow,  the  whole  of  Sunday,  and 
the  greater  part  of  Monday.  He  was 
quite  sure  it  was  not  the  desire  of  the 
House  to  permit  so  gross  an  injustice.  If 
he  could  (alisry  them  that  the  warrant  was 
bad,  and  no  contempt  committed,  they 
would  leel  the  most  earnest  wish  to  repair 
tbe  injustice  GODuniUed.  He  hoped,  niidei 


these  circumstances,  that  the  House  at  its 
rising  would  adjourn  to  twelve  o'clock  the 
next  dsy,  in  order  that  they  might  bare 
an  opportunity  of  considering  this  most 
important  question — a  quesiion  in  which 
the  liberty  of  the  subject  was  involved. 

Mr.  Meuienxit  seconded  the  inotioa. 
He  had  been  informed  by  high  autboritj 
that  tbe  warrant  was  invalid,  and  was  snrs 
the  House  would  be  anxious  to  repair  tbe 
injustice  that  bad  been  done. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  it  was  aonecea> 
sary  for  the  bon.  Member  for  Woodstock 
to  move  an  amendment.  It  would  be  quite 
■ufiicient  to  meet  with  a  negative  the  mo- 
tion that  tbe  House  adjourn  to  Moadaj 
next. 

Mr.  Darby  supported  the  motion  that 
the  House  should  meet  to-morrow.  If 
the  House  was  of  opinion  that  the  warrant 
was  not  legal,  and  that  this  iadividu^  waa 
unjustly  committed,  ibey  ought  to  take 
tbe  earliest  opportunity  to  release  him. 

The  Allamej/'Oenerat  said,  that  he 
quite  concurred  that  tbe  House  ought  to 
exercise  extreme  caution  in  committing  a 
man,  and  that  they  ought  to  be  ready  to 
release  him  as  soon  at  they  bad  satisfactory 
reasons  for  doing  so.  With  respect  to  the 
validity  of  the  warrant,  be  had  devoted 
considerable  time  to  the  consideration  of 
the  subject,  and  it  certainly  waa  hit  opinion 
that  the  warrant  was  ezhaoited  at  theeed 
of  the  last  Session.  At  the  same  time  he 
trusted  bis  hoo.  Friend  would  not  perse- 
vere in  this  motion.  If  the  House  was 
called  on  to  meet  to-morrow  many  boo. 
Members  would  be  taken  by  surprise; 
and  as  it  was  a  subject  of  much  impor- 
tance, and  one  on  which  there  might  be 
some  difference  of  opinion,  it  wai  desirable 
that  the  House  should  have  the  fullest  op< 
portunity  to  consider  it.  He  therefore 
liojied  that  no  further  opposition  would  be 
ofiered  to  the  adjournment  of  tbe  Houae 
to  Monday. 

Mr.  TMiiger  deeply  regretted  to  beer 
bis  hon.  and  learned  Friend,  He  was 
only  anxious  to  slate  his  reasons  for  not 
acceding  to  the  request  of  hia  hoe.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Attorney-general,  who 
asked  for  delay  and  deliberation ;  he  would 
onl^  say,  that  there  was  oeither  delay  noi 
deliberation  in  imprisoning  the  man.  He 
could  not  accede  to  the  request. 

Mr.  0.  Banket  was  very  happy  to  heir 
that  intimation.  The  case  was  one  whidt 
required  the  most  deliberate  consideration ; 
but,  as  the  man  waa  restrained  of  his 
liberty,  that  iWDudemtiOD  ought  lo  bs  girea 
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to  it  It  tha  eulimt  pouible  moment.  If 
the  forini  of  Ihe  Hodm  Bllowed  it,  thej 
ought  not  to  Hparate  without  comings  to 
a  daoisioa. 

Mr.  Ferrand  would  uk,  could  thire  bs 
«  panicle  of  justice  in  coDtiaaiDg  tha  im- 
prisonment of  a  man  who  was  proaou need 
^iUj  of  no  offence  by  the  fint  law  officer 
of  the  Crown  one  moment  loogei  than 
flonld  be  helped?  Ware  they  to  keep 
bim  IB  Gonfintment  merely  to  gretify  the 
offended  digoity,or,if  he  mightbe  allowed 
to  say  it,  the  riodictive  fieeliDgi  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  committee } 

Dr.  BmoHny  appealed  to  the  Speaker 
whether  tha  hon.  Member  waa  ueing  pro- 
per language. 

Mr.  Fnrond  would  at  once  withdraw 
Ihe  eipresaion,  if  ha  waa  out  of  order  in 
uiing  It;  but  should  the  men  be  kept  in 
cuatody  upon  no  legal  warrant  t  He  ap- 
pealed to  hon.  Members  to  attend  in  iheir 
placei  to-morrow,  in  order  to  remove  the 
itigma  which  attached  to  them  for  eom- 
milting  a  man  for  oothing. 

Mr.  Jtrvii  aaidi  the  hon.  Member  had 
Irarelled  far  out  of  the  qneition  before  the 
House,  which  was  whether  there  was  any 
just  groond  for  oegatiiiug  the  motion  for 
adjourning  till  Monday.  He  thought  ooL 
There  were  many  lawyers  who  were  of 
Opinion  that  the  warrant  was  perfectly 
legal,  but  it  waa  a  matter  that  required 
more  consideratioo  than  they  could  give 
to  it  by  to-morrow.  He  would  aupport 
the  ordinal  motion. 

Sir  R,  Peel  said,  if  the  consideration  of 
this  subject  waa  poitpooed  till  Monday,  it 
would  probably  occupy  a  great  portion  of 
that  time  which  might  otherwise  be  appro- 
priated to  the  consideration  of  the  income- 
tax  Bill :  but  he  wished  he  could  foresee 
any  aatisbctory  result  from  (be  House 
meeting  to-morrow.  He  thought  they 
ought  to  pnt  out  of  consideration  altoge- 
ther the  conduct  of  the  witness.  He 
would  not  impute  to  the  witnete  wilful 
misconduct ;  there  certainly  was  ground 
for  donbla  as  to  his  proceedings,  but  his 
conduct  might  be  satisfactorily  eiplained 
hereafter.  Ttie  warrant  of  Mr.  Speaker 
might  be  illegal,  but  the  consequences 
which  might  arise  from  deciariog  its  ille- 
gality would  he  nuMt  important.  It  was 
■ow  past  one  o'clock ;  if  the  House  ad- 
jonnwd  till  to-morrow,  the  meeting  would 
take  place  at  twelve,  and  he  thoughttbere 
waa  no  probability  that  the  Honse  would 
amra  at  a  decisiOD  on  this  question  to- 
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morrow.  As  far  as  his  iotereati  were  con- 
cerned, it  would  be  decidedly  advantage- 
ous to  him  that  (he  House  should  deter- 
mine this  question  to-morrow ;  but  he 
begged  to  suggest  to  bis  hon.  and  learned 
Friend,  that  the  preferable  course  would 
be,  to  give  notice  of  his  iotention  to  move 
on  Monday  for  (be  discharge  of  the  wit- 
ness, on  the  ground  of  the  illegality  of 
the  warrant.  The  meeting  of  the  House 
to-morrow  woeld  interfere  with  the  sitting 
of  election  committees,  and  would  subject 
the  parties  concerned  to  considerable  in- 
convenience and  expense.  He  considered 
it  waa  most  desirable  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  question  till 
Monday. 

Sir  C.  Napier  laid,  as  Mr.  Attorney- 
General  had  given  his  opinion  that  the 
warrant  of  Mr.  Speaker  was  illegal,  he 
thoaght  the  witness  should  have  tbe  bene- 
fit of  that  opinion.  He  thought  the  wit- 
ness ought  (o  be  discharged  from  the  cus- 
tody of  the  Seijeant-at-Arms;  and  he, 
therefore,  moved  that  William  Ronie 
Mabson  be  called  to  the  Bar,  and  dis> 
charged  forth  with. 

The  Speakar  then  pot  the  question, 
when 

Mr.  Brotherto*  thoaght  tbe  presomptioti 
of  the  House  ought  to  be  io  favour  of  tha 
validity  of  the  wanant.  He  would  sup- 
port the  motion  for  an  adjournment  till 
Monday. 

Mr.  T.  Dmamiba  said,  this  was  a  most 
extraordinary  case.  An  individual  had 
been  detained  in  custody  for  three  days, 
and  Ihe  House  was  yet  uncertain  whether 
his  im[msonment  was  legal  or  illegal.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Woodstock  (Mr.  Theai- 
ger),  and  the  Attomey-geoeral  had  eX' 
preased  their  opinions  as  to  the  illegality 
of  tbe  warrant,  and  he  asked  on  what 
principle  the  House  could,  af^r  these 
opinions,  detain  the  witness  in  custody? 
The  question  was,  whether  or  not  the 
House  waa  exceeding  its  power  in  detain- 
ing this  individual.  In  his  opinion  tbe 
witness  was  unjustly  detained,  and  if  the 
motion  of  hie  hon,  and  gallant  Friend 
were  brought  to  a  division,  he  should  cer- 
tainly vote  for  it.  He  saw  no  end  to  the 
inconvenience  which  must  ensue  from 
these  proceedings  if  these  warrants  all 
turned  out  to  be  iilegaL  It  was  not  the 
fault  of  that  House,  but  of  the  legal  Gen- 
tlemen who  had  drawn  out  tbese  warrants: 
but,  wherever  the  fault  was,  it  ought  not 
to  fall  on  the  witneas  who  wu  in  custody. 
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Mr.  Thetiger  felt  obliged  to  Ihe  hon. 
and  gallant  Alember  for  having  brought 
this  questioD  before  the  House  so  dis- 
tinctly, and,  as  he  felt  the  strongest  con- 
victioD  thai  this  warrant  was  utterly  in- 
valid, for  bringing  this  question  before  the 
House,  in  order  that  the  prisoner  might 
be  discharged.  Of  course,  therefore,  he 
should  not  for  a  moment  hesitate  to  vole 
for  the  motion  of  the  hon,  and  gallant 
Member.  It  had  been  suggested,  that  the 
consequence  of  this  decision  Mould  be  to 
affect  every  other  warrant,  and  every  other 
proceeding  similarly  circumstanced.  He 
apprehended,  that  that  could  be  no  ground 
whatever  for  their  refusing  to  decide  on 
the  invalidity  of  a  warrant  brought  dis- 
tinctly before  their  notice,  and  he  thought 
Ihe  sooner  the  attention  of  the  House  was 
called  lo  the  invalidity  of  these  proceed- 
iDgB  the  more  advantageous  it  would  be 
for  regulating  the  future  proceedings  of 
the  House.  He  wishe^  the  House  to  un- 
derstand the  position  in  which  it  was 
placed  by  these  discussions,  forced  on  it 
by  ibe  decisions  of  the  Southampton  com- 
mittee. He  apprehended,  that  under  the 
74th  section  of  the  act  of  Partiamenl,  they 
were  imperatively  called  on  to  investigate 
all  matters  brought  before  them  by  a  com- 
mittee for  their  investigation.  That  sec- 
tion required  that  a  committee  should  re- 
port to  that  House  where  any  witness  bad 
misbehaved  himself  by  refusing  to  give  evi- 
dence, end  ask  for  its  interposition  and  sanc- 
tion. It  appeared  to  him  that  the  South- 
ampton committee  had  not  pursued  the  re- 
gular course.  A  great  deal  had  been  said 
about  their  submitting  their  judgments  en- 
tirely to  the  resoluiion  of  the  committee ; 
that  all  they  had  to  do  when  a  report  was 
made  to  them  by  a  committee  of  the  mis- 
behaviour of  a  witness  was  merely  to  carry 
out  its  views  with  their  authority  without 
further  inquiry.  He  confessed  that  he  was 
not  disposed  for  one  to  accede  to  that 
course.  When  he  was  called  on  to  exer- 
cise a  judicial  duty,  be  should  like  first  of 
all  to  investigate,  and  to  ascertain  the 
grounds  on  which  they  were  to  interpose 
their  authority,  which  meant  impriaon- 
ment.  He  apprehended  that  it  was  in- 
cumbent on  the  committee  to  report  to  the 
House  the  evidence  on  which  it  had  been 
called  upon  to  decide,  in  order  that  the 
House  might  be  able  to  decide  in  forming 
its  own  judgment.  He  confessed,  that  it 
did  astonish  him  that  they  shouldj  so 
frequently  haTB  been  called  upon  by  the 


Southampton  committee  lo  interpose  their 
authority.  In  the  whole  of  the  conrta  of 
law  sitting  throughout  the  day  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  ihe  land,  where 
witnesses  were  examined  hour  after  hour, 
it  was  the  most  rate  thing  in  the  wnrld  to 
hear  of  any  witness  being  committed  ftw 
any  contempt  or  prevarication.  What  was 
the  reason  of  this  marked  and  striking 
difference?  How  was  it  that  the  South- 
ampton committee  should  only  have  beea 
sitting  six  days,  and  that  the  House  should 
have  been  called  upon  to  interfere  its 
authority  no  less  than  three  times  upoD 
the  subject  of  the  conduct  of  witnesses  ? 
Surely  there  must  be  some  inherent  defect 
to  give  rise  to  so  striking  a  difference  be- 
tween the  proceedings  of  this  cnmmittee 
and  the  courts  of  law,  although  he  was 
perfectly  aware  that  there  might  be  a  dis- 
tinction, arising  from  the  peculiar  charac- 
ter of  their  proceedings,  as  contra -dist in- 
guished  from  the  courts  of  law.  He  sub- 
mitted, that  no  contempt  whatever  bad 
been  committed  by  the  witness.  It  waa 
laid  down  by  the  highest  authorities,  and 
it  would  he  found  in  Hatsell's  and  tbe 
journsis  of  that  House,  that  a  prorogation 
put  an  end  to  every  proceeding  in  the 
House  of  Commons  and  in  Ihe  Hoaie  of 
Lords,  except  writs  of  error  and  impeacb. 
ments;  that  the  Parliamentary  power  of 
the  Session  had  exhausted  itself  and  was 
spent ;  and  that  the  warrants  of  that  Ses- 
sion had  DO  more  force  or  validity.  A  point 
had  been  made  that  having  appeared  in 
answer  id  tbe  warrant  the  witness  had 
waived  its  invalidity,  and  that  he  was 
therefore  guilty  of  contempt  in  not  pro- 
ducing the  papers  required.  But  he  had 
been  served  with  notice  on  being  found 
accidentally  in  town,  and  all  that  could 
be  expected  of  him  was  to  answer  tbtt 
questions  put  to  him,  and  not  to  produce 
the  documents.  It  had  been  held,  that  if 
a  party  were  from  home,  and  received 
such  a  notice,  he  was  not  held  liable  to 
produce  documents  without  notice  of. 
them.  He  had  come  to  the  strangest  cod< 
elusion  that  the  warrant  was  utterly  inn- 
lid — that  the  witness  was  not  bound  to 
obey  it,  and  therefore  was  not  guilty  of 
contempt  for  not  producing  tbe  dMuments 
specified  in  tbe  warrant ;  feeling  this,  be 
could  not  but  think  the  House  would  be 
guilty  of  tbe  grossest  injustice  and  the 
greatest  ill^ality — would  destroy  its  credit 
with  the  country,  if  it  were  to  refuse  for 
one  moment  to  discharge  this  nuia  from  « 
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custody  which  ought  nevei  to  htve  been 
inpoKd,  and  to  repair  that  injuitice  which 
had  been  unwitiingl;  committed,  but, 
being  committed,  had  fallen  w}  heavily 
upon  this  man. 

Sir  W.  SomerviUe  thought,  the  : 
and  learned  Member  for  Woodsiock  had 
taken  an  advantage  of  the  Huute  by  bring- 
ing fomrard  a  motion  of  so  alarming  a  na- 
ture in  the  absence  of  the  many  legal 
Gentlemen  who  nsnally  sat  on  his  side  of 
the  House,  and  whose  opinions  were  of 
some  authority.  He  regretted,  too,  that 
the  bon.  and  learned  Gentleman  should 
have  thought  it  right  to  cast  reflections 
upon  the  Southampton  committee,  to  the 
Chairman  of  which  body  he  ought,  at  least, 
to  have  the  courtesy  of  giving  notice  of  his 
intention  to  bring  this  motion  forward. 
He  had  heard  also,  with  deep  regret,  the 
remarks  of  the  bon.  Member  for  Knsres- 
boTongh,  in  which  he  designated  the  con- 
duct of  the  committee  as  having  been  vin- 
dictive. Sncb  remarks,  especially  in  the 
absence  of  ail  the  Gentlemen  upon  whom 
the  House  had  imposed  a  most  paiofol 
duly,  were  highly  unbecoming.  He  should 
vote  against  the  motion  of  the  bon.  and 
gallant  Commodore  for  the  release  of  this 
individual  at  once,  without  hearing  both 
aides.  Sacli  a  course  would  lead  to  eon- 
fusion,  and  of  the  result  no  one  could  see 
the  termioatioo.  But  so  highly  did  he 
value  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  that  he  con- 
fessed, if  it  should  be  proposed  to  adjouru 
to  twelve  o'clock  this  day,  he  should,  un- 
der the  special  circunutances  of  (he  case, 
be  bound  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Scarlett  was  convinced  that 
no  danger  would  arise  from  voting  in 
favour  of  the  motion  of  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Member  for  Marylebooe,  as  a  mere 
discbarge  of  the  prisoner  would  not  involve 
the  question  of  the  legality  or  otherwise 
of  the  warrant. 

Lord  Worthy  hoped  the  House  would 
neither  agree  to  the  motion  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Commodore  nor  to  the  propo- 
aition  to  sit  again  this  day.  So  unusual 
was  the  circumstance  of  the  House  sitting 
on  Saturdays  that  he  did  not  doubt  many 
hon.  Members  had  made  arrangements 
to  leave  town :  a  thin  House  would  be  the 
consequence,  and  under  such  circum- 
stances no  satisfsctory  conclusion  could 
be  come  to.  He  fully  concurred  in  all 
that  had  been  said  on  the  snt^ect  by  the 
right  hoD.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Tam- 

vonb. 


Sir  R.  Feel  said,  the  present  question 
was  new  and  entirely  different  from  that 
which  had  just  now  been  discussed.  He 
should  give  liis  decided  opposition  to  the 
proposition  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber for  Marylebone,  which  was  quite 
without  a  parallel.  The  motion  was  to 
discharge  him  on  account  of  the  doubt  as 
lo  the  legality  of  the  warrant,  and  yet  this 
was  to  be  done  without  giving  an  oppor- 
tunity to  those  hon.  Members  who  usually 
took  part  in  great  coDstitutiooat  questions 
to  express  their  opinion  upon  it,  and  the 
Houie  was  now|called  upon  without  further 
notice,  to  reverae  the  decision  to  which  it 
hadcometolastoight.  In  his  experience  in 
Parliament  be  had  never  known  anything 
like  such  a  proposition.  To  reverse 
without  notice  a  decision  carried  by  a 
majority  of  four  or  five  to  one  last  night, 
would  be  to  establish  a  most  dangerous 
precedent,  by  which  all  parties  would  be 
sufferen.  The  Hoosa  was  full  at  an  early 
period  of  the  evening,  and  at  S  o'clock  it 
ought  to  have  been  notiBed  that  a  motion 
for  the  discharge  of  the  party  now  in  con- 
finement  would  be  brought  forward ;  but  on 
the  contrary,  another  uoiice  was  given,  that 
it  would  be  moved  that  the  House  should 
adjourn  to  12  o'clock  to-day,  and  yet  the 
hoD.  and  gallant  Member  without  any 
notice  at  all,  moved,  at  I  o'clock  at  night, 
that  the  party  be  discharged.  Nothing 
could  be  more  irregnlar. 

Sir  T.  Aclemd  expressed  his  entire  con- 
currence in  the  obaervatioDS  of  the  right 
bon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  Jervit  would  not  debate  the  lega- 
lity of  the  warrant,  because  they  had  not 
the  warrant  before  them,  but  would  appeal 
to  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Wood- 
stock and  ask  if  be  thought  i[  fair  that  this 
motion  should  be  brought  forward  as  an 
amendment  to  the  ordinary  motion  for  ad- 
journing the  House  ?  If  hon.  Members, 
knowing  that  the  motion  was  to  come  on 
had  come  down  to  carry  it,  be  would  say 
that  such  conduct  could  not  command 
respect  out  of  doors. 

Sir/.  T^rfflfsaid, that  all penalstatutet 
were  to  be  construed  literally,  and  there 
being  a  doubt  of  the  legality  of  the  warrant 
the  prisoner  ought  to  have  the  benefit  of 
it,  and  therefore  he  should  vote  with  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Commodore. 

Captain  Bernal  hoped  the  gallant 
Member  would  press  bis  motion,  because 
after  the  opiuoot  irhicli  the  higlwst  1^ 
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Mthoritie*  in  the  House  btd 
ovory    moment    tbey    rstkined 


{  COMMONS  } 

:preiMd, 


cottocl;  thrr  wen  doing  injuitice. 

Mr.  Borthwiek  would  vote  for  ibe 
eerlint  powible  mestiog  of  the  Hauit  for 
lb*  purpDMof  nttling  tbe  qnettion,  and 
Bgaiiut  ibe  motion  of  tliehoa>  and  gallant 
&Hnmodota. 

Mr.  M.  Att%0ood  nid,  be  ehonld  vole 
with  tbe  hon.  end  gisllant  Commodore. 

Hr.  GodtoK  u  a  member  of  the  com- 
nittae,decltred  hii  opinion  that  the  wititiM 
odght  never  to  bare  been  commitled. 

Sir  C.  HapUr  eaidj  if  the  right  boo. 
BaroHt  would  agree  to  lit  to-morrow  be 
would  witfadraw  hU  motion. 

Mr.  Biemitt  merely  wiihed  to  lay  that 
bo  thoagbt  it  wu  the  duty  and  bnaineM 
of  cverr  Member  of  tbie  House  to  form 
an  optniOD—ia  fbrm  an  opinion  for  him* 
self  on  every  subject,  without  reference  to 
tbe  opinion  of  any  other  person.  Ht  did 
not  w«  why  he  should  be  bound  by  the 
opinion  of  tbe  Attorney  and  8oltcitor-0e- 
oeral ;  and  they  ought  to  have  the  warrant 
printed  according  to  the  usual  practice. 

Tbs  House  divided  on  the  question  that 
the  words  pniposed  to  be  left  oat  stand 
partof  theqUestioD— Ayes  67;  Noesl4( 
Majority  63. 

LUt  of  the  Atzi. 


Aslaad.SirT.D. 
AcUnd,T.D. 
Actoo,  Col. 
A1U>,  J.  P. 
Antrobu*.  G. 
Bankes,  G. 
BariDK,  bon,  W.  B. 
Beaketi,W. 
Berksln,  hon.  H.  F. 
BUke,  M.  i. 
Bkwitt,  R.  J. 
BolilerD,  U.  G. 
BorlhwicL,  P. 
Bowrlog,  Dr. 
Broadley,  H. 
BtosdwDod,  U. 
BiQlherton,  J. 
BuUer.SiiJ.Y. 
CaTGDdijh,  hoa.  C.  C. 
Collatl,  W.  R. 
Colvile,  C.  a. 
Cowper,  bon.  W.  P. 
Crippi,  W. 
Dartjr,  G. 
DenirtB,  E.  B. 
DickioMD,  F,  II. 
DuDCombe,  hon.  A. 
Ebrington,  Viset. 
Egertoo,  Sir  P. 
Eliot,  Lord 
EseotlfB. 


Fsrguion,  Sir  R.  A. 
FoTeiter,hQ.G.C.W. 
Fuller,  A.  £. 
GukeU,J.  Mitnes 
Graham,  rt.  bn.  Sir  J. 
Oreene,  T. 
HamilioD,  W.  3. 
Hardinn,  risht  bon. 

SirH. 
Henlty,  J.  W. 

Leicester,  Earl  of 
Lindsay,  U.  H. 
Lowtber,  J.  H. 
Mackenrie,  W.  F. 
M'Oeacby,  F.  A. 
MaDDen,  Lord  J. 
Match,  Birl  of 
Masierman,  J. 
Mitcalfe,  H. 
Morgan,  O, 
Morrii,  D. 
MuDdj,  E.  H. 
Murray,  C.  R.  8. 
Norreyi,  Sir  D.  J. 
O'Brien,  A.  8. 
Peel,  right  hon.  Sir  R. 
Pollock,  Sir  F. 
Power,  J. 
Rnibbrooke,  Col. 
SmnarviUtfSif  W.M. 


Stanley,  Lord 
Trotter,  J. 
Wawn,  J.  T. 
Wood,  B. 
Wood,  G.  W. 


Southampton  EUetion.      iSSS 
Wonky,  Lord 


TBLUUS. 

Fremantle,SiiT. 
Sutton,  hoffl.  J. 


List  of  tfu  Non. 
Attwood,  M.  Hodgnn,  R. 

Bailey,  J.  jnn.  Plomridge,  Capt. 

Bukertilla,  T.  B.  H.    ScarisU,  boa.  H.  C. 
Bemal,  Capt.  Soolt,  bon.  F. 

Duncombe,  T.  Tyrell,  Sir  J.  T. 

Ferraod,  W.  B. 

Fleming,  J.  W.  nLLsas. 

Fotbei,  W.  Napier,  Sir  C. 

Godson,  R.  Thetiger,  F. 

Tbe  Houae  again  divided  on  the  ques- 
tion that  the  Honse  will  at  its  rising  ad- 
jouin  till  Monday— Ayes  S9:  Noes  42; 
Majority  3. 

Lai  of  the  Ates. 
Acland,  Sir  T.  D.  Hodgion,  R. 

Acland,  T.  D.  Jervu,  3. 


Acton,  Col. 

Baring,  bon.  W.  B. 

Betkdey.  bon.  U.  F. 

Blewiu,  R.  J. 

Boldero,  U.  O. 

Bon  ring.  Dr. 

BrothertOQ,  J. 

Buller,  Sir  J.  Y. 

Cavendish,  hon.  C.  a    Power,  J. 


Liadisr,  H.  H. 
Hatch,  Eari  of 
Mitealb,  H. 
Monli,  O. 
Hurray,  C.  S.  S. 
Noireyi,  Sir  D.  J. 
Peel,  rt.  hoo.  Sir  IL 
Pollock,  Sir  P. 


Colvile.  C.  R. 


Ebrington,  ViMt. 
Egerton,  Sir  P. 
Eliot,  Lord 
Fersiuon,  Sir  R.  A. 
Gaikell,  J.  Milnei 


Haidi 


T 


Scarlett,  hon.  R,  C. 
Stantev,  Lord 
Wawn,  J.  T. 
Wood,  B. 
Wood,  G.  W. 
Woriley,  Lord 

Fr«maDtle,SirT. 
Suitoo,  hon.  J, 


Allix,  J.  P. 
Antrobua,  E; 
Attwood,  M. 
Bailey,  J.  jun. 
Baakei,  G. 
BaikerviUe,  T.  B.  M. 
Beckett,  W. 
Bemal,  Capt. 
Blake,  M.  J. 
Borthwick,P. 
Broadley,  H. 
Broad  wood,  H. 
Collett,  W.  R. 
Crippt,W. 
Darby,  G. 
DickmsoD,  P.  H. 
Duncombe,  T. 
Duncombe,  hon.  A. 


,right  hon. 

List  of  the  Noes. 

Fleming,  J.  W. 
Forbe»,W. 

Foreater,  hn.  G,  C  W. 
Fuller,  A.  E. 
aodson,Hi 
HunUtoa,  W.  J. 
Henley,  J.  W. 
Leicester,  Earl  of 
Lowther,  J.  H. 


Haitenoan,  J. 
Moifao,  O. 
Mandy,  E.  H. 
Napier,  Sit  C 
O'Brien,  A.  S. 
Plumridge,  C^. 
Rushbrooke,  dol. 
Scott,  hon.  P. 
SoDerfiUe,SiiW.M^ 
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Troltar,  J.  MackeDiiB,  W. 

Tjrell,  Sir  J.  T.  lleiigeT,  F. 

The  Sptaiar  wiihed  the  Hoaae  to  decide 
■t  If  hat  time  ha  abould  lake  the  Chaii  f 

Hr.  Borthwkk  moved  that  the  Chtii 
b*  taken  at  2  o'clock. 

Agreed  to. 

Tba  HouM  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
iSnterday,  April  30, 1842. 


SOOTBAHFTOS  ElICTIOK  — Hr.  MaB- 

SDK.]  Hr.  Thnigtr  witbed,  before  pro- 
ceediDg  to  addrew  the  Houae  on  a  tubject 
of  very  great  importance,  10  be  permitted 
to  lay  a  few  words  in  order  to  aet  himielf 
right  in  the  opinion  of  the  House  with  re- 
spect to  the  coaiae  which  he  had  puraued 
onthe  preaentoccaaioo.  It  wa a  attributed 
to  him,  in  the  progreaa  of  the  debate  that 
norniDg,  that  he  bad  taken  aoma  advau 
tage  of  the  Honse  in  introducing  thi 
grave  and  aeriooa  qaeaiion  aa  he  had  done 
— that  he  had  brought  it  forward  at  an 
boar  when  maaj  Membert  had  gone  away 
not  expecting  that  the  discuaaion  would 
coma  on,  and  that  he  had,  in  that  way, 
taken  the  Home  by  surprise,  it  was  with 
oonaideraMe  pain  and  regret  he  had  heard 
auch  an  imputation  caat  on  him  from  that 
(the  Miniaberial)  aide  of  the  House ;  be- 
cause ha  ihoogbt  that  the  couraewhich  ha 
had  taken  waa  ao  well  known  to  many  of 
hia  bon.  and  right  boo.  Priendt  near  him, 
that  they  would  at  once  have  acquitted 
him  of  to  aeriona  a  charge — a  charge  that 
had  left  a  very  painful  impreaaion  on  hia 
Diod— since  it  proceeded  on  the  auppoti- 
tion  that  be  pould  be  capable  of  dealing 
volairty  with  the  Hoom.  When  he  came 
down  to  the  Houae  yesterday,  he  bad 
made  op  hia  mind  to  give  notice  of  a 
motion  for  the  diacharge  of  Mr.  Mahaon 
from  cuatody  j  but  he  found  that  the  bon. 
Member  for  Knaieaborough  (Mr.  Fer- 
rand)  had  previously  given  notice  of  a 
aimilar  motion.  He  mentioned  to  the  hoa. 
Member  for  Knaraaborongh  hia  intention 
of  making  n  motion  on  the  anbject,  and 
the  retnlt  waa,  that  that  hon.  Member  very 
Gnuitcomlj  pennitted  him  to  ittbtUtHle 
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hia  own  name  for  that  of  the  bon.  Ham- 
be  atated  to  (ha 


Speaker  bis  intention  of  opposing  the  mo- 
(ioo  of  adjournment  till  Moodey,  in  order 
that  the  Houae  might  meet  this,  day,  for 
the  purpose  of  deciding  whether  the  cua- 
tody of  this  individual  was  legal  or  not. 
He  also  communicated  his  determination 
to  the  Chancellor  of  the  EUcheqoer,  to 
one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treaanry,  and 
he  believed,  also,  to  the  SecreUry  of  State 
for  the  Homo  Department.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  tha  Exchequer  told  him,  that 
inch  a  proposition  would  probably  lead  to 
a  debate  which  might  prevent  the  House 
proceeding  with  that  very  important  mea- 
sure, the  Income-tax,  and,  Inerefore,  the 
right  hon.  Oentlemao  requested  him  to 
defer  proceeding  nntil  after  the  debate  on 
that  anbject  waa  concluded,  when  the  ad- 
journment until  Monday  would  be  moved. 
He  had  also,  throngh  the  medium  of  ao 
hon.  Friend,  commanicatad  hia  intention 
to  several  Membera  on  the  opposite  aide  of 
the  Houae.  So  that  he  bad  done  every 
thing  in  bis  power  to  make  his  intention 
known.  Ha  was,  therefore,  astonished, 
that  be  did  not  find  any  Oentleman,  when 
be  was  accused  of  having  taken  tha  House 
hy  surprise,  rising  in  his  place  and  vindi- 
cating the  course  which  be  had  pnrsaed. 
With  respect  to  an  observation  that  bad 
fallen  from  the  hon.  Member  for  Cheater 
(Hr.  Jervii),  that  the  notice  of  motion 
contained  the  word  "  Monday,"  that  had 
happened  hy  miitakt,  for  he  deaired  the 
clerk  to  strike  out  "  Monday,"  which  be 
said  be  would  do  when  the  motion  was 
made.  He  felt  it  due  to  bimielf  to  make 
these  few  observations  in  hia  own  vindica- 
tion previouB  to  going  into  this  grave 
and  setioDS  question.  In  the  discuaaion 
which  had  occurred  on  the  previona  night 
as  to  the  continuance  in  custody  of  this  iii> 
dividual,  he  confessed  that  he  might  ham 
expreiaed  himself  with  an  undue  degree  of 
warmth.  He  felt  very  strongly  on  Ibe 
subject  of  the  validity  of  the  warrant.  Ho 
felt  that  the  House  weacommiuing  a  griev- 
one  iojustice  towards  this  individual  by 
cootinoing  him  in  custody  upon  a  warrant 
which  appeared  lo  be  illegal,  and  bo, 
therefore,  had  expressed  himself  very 
atronglyon  that  point;  but  having  then 
accomplished  his  object,  whioh  was  to 
assemble  the  House  aa  early  aa  poaaible 
for  a  grave  and  calm  eonnderation  of 
thatquealion,he  might  be  permitted  to  ap(H 
logise  for  any  war  nth  into  which  ha  mipit 


y  Google 


1335    Southampton  Election — 


hsTfl  been  betrayed,  and  to  call  upon 
House,  with  him,  to  consider,  with  all  tbe 
GsloinesB  that  befitted  tbe  dignity  and 
importance  of  tbe  subject,  tbe  giare  and 
seriouB  question  now  brought  before  tbem 
for  discussion.  On  tbe  one  hand,  they 
bad  the  Ion  ^-continued  practice  of  tbe 
House,  which  was,  of  course,  entitled  to 
their  respect.  On  the  other,  they  had  to 
deal  with  the  liberty  of  a  fellow-subject, 
and  they  must  take  care  that  that  liberty 
was  not  impioperly  infringed  upon,  and  that 
the  person  complainiog  was  not  continued 
in  custody  beyond  the  period  which  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  determine  the  fact, 
whether  such  custody  was  or  was  not  im- 
proper— whether  the  warrant  under  which 
lie  was  committed  was  or  was  not  valid. 
With  these  remarks  he  would  proceed  to 
consider  tbe  question  which  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  HoDse.  fie  apprehended 
that  they  could  have  nothing  to  do,  on 
tbia  occBsioD,  with  the  question  as  to 
what  bad  been  the  ordinary  force  of  these 
warrants,  except  so  far  as  to  be  cautious 
that  they  did  not  supersede  or  impugn 
any  practice  or  any  rule  of  that  Honse, 
unless  upon  good  and  sufficient  eronnds; 
but,  provided,  that  that  practice  had  been 
illegal,  although  long  acted  upon,  he  was 
quite  sure  the  House  would  feel  that  it  was 
absolutely  necessary,  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible period,  that  their  attention  should  be 
called  to  the  subject  for  the  purpose  of 
discontinuing  the  practue.  Nor  did  he 
consider,  on  the  present  occasion,  that  it 
would  be  at  all  necessary  to  introduce  into 
the  discussion  anything  regarding  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Southampton  election 
committee,  or  the  behaviour  of  the  witness 
before  that  committee  or  before  the  House. 
Different  opinions  might  be  entertained  on 
that  subject.  Some  hon.  Members  might 
think,  that  the  witnen  had  esbibited  a 
disposition  to  conceal  the  truth,  which 
would  make  him  a  fit  subject  for  punish- 
ment, while  others  might  believe  that  he 
meant  justly  and  fairly  to  state  everything 
that  he  knew  regarding  tbe  subject-matter 
before  the  committee.  But,  whatever 
opinion  Qeatlemen  might  entertain  on  tbe 
subject,  the  House  were  not,  at  present, 
required  to  enter  into  a  discussion  upon 
that  point.  He  contended,  that  tbe  con- 
duct of  the  prisoner  was  not  what  they 
had  then  to  consider.  They  were  not  there 
to  exercise  any  discretion  on  tbe  subject, 
or  to  consider  whether  the  conduct  of  this 
iodividnat  dneind  pimisluneat  or  not. 
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He  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  tba 
House  to  the  validity  of  the  warrant  under 
which  tbe  alleged  contempt  arose.  H« 
wished  to  point  out  to  the  Hooae  tbe 
view  he  had  taken,  after  the  moat  snxione 
consideration,  of  the  warrant  under  wbicb 
this  party  was  supposed  to  be  cob- 
pelled  to  attend  before  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  assembling  in  the 
present  Session  of  Parliament,  and  which, 
be  contended,  was  not  a  valid  or  even  en 
existing  warrant  for  that  purpose.  Tbeie^ 
fore,  there  could  not  be  a  contempt  com- 
mitted by  the  witness  in  refusing  to  pro> 
duce  certain  papers  that  were  specified  in 
the  warrant — that  instrument  beii^  itielf 
invalid.  It  might  be  useful  if  be  first  called 
the  attention  of  tbe  House  to  the  form  of 
the  warrant  itself  on  which  the  qoeetioa 
arose.  It  was  dated  the  lOtb  of  Septea- 
ber,  1841,  which  hon.  Hembera  m^t 
recollect  was  in  the  lost  SeasioD  of  Par- 
liament.   It  recited, 


"  Whereas  a  petition  had  been  p 
complaining  of  no  undue  election  and  return 
for  tbe  town  and  county  of  Soulbampton  to 
the  Hou9B  of  Coninoni,  the  matter  of  wbidi 
petition  ii  to  be  tiled  in  tbe  present  Sestkm  of 
Parliament,  by  a  select  committee  appmnied 
under  the  act  of  the  4th  and  5th  yew  of  ber 
present  Majesty.  We,  therefore,  require 
(amoDgit  others)  William  Rons  Habson,  and 
each  and  every  peraon  herein  namod,  to  being 
in  their  cuatody  att  letten,  accounts,  kc" 

Using,  observed  tbe  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  general  words,  suflicient  to 
include  the  bm)k  of  counterfmls  and  checks 
which  had  been  mentioned, 

"  And  Ibeiewith  to  be  and  appear  before  the 
said  select  committee,  and  to  receive  aadi 
further  orders  as  such  select  committee  should 
deieimine  and  decide." 

Now,  he  was  informed,  that  warrants 
formerly  required  the  parties  to  appear 
on  the  day  on  which  the  election  com> 
mittee  was  to  be  atmck,  and  to  attend, 
day  by  day,  under  the  orders  of  tbe  Honse. 
The  consequence  of  this  form  was,  that 
parties  were  in  tbe  habit  of  attending  on 
the  day  when  tbe  committee  waa  strndt, 
and  were  thus  subjected  to  great  espeme 
by  continuing  their  attendance  in  London 
from  day  to  day.  Very  frequently  notice 
was  given,  that  their  attendance  wouhl 
not  be  required  for  tbe  present,  end  they 
were,  consequently,  discharged,  and  new 
warrants  were  applied  for,  which  wen 
issued  by  tbe  Speaker,  to  compd  Ibor 
atteadance  at  the  paiticnlac  poiod  wbm.^ 
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tbeir  appearance  would  be  wanted.  In' 
order  to  obriBle  the  mauirett  iDcon*eni- 
ence,  aad  expeoie  of  this  onerous  atteod- 
■nce  of  niiaeuef  when  thej  were  not 
wanted,  the  farm  at  present  id  qaestion 
had  been  derJMd.  That  form  might  be 
aa  extremely  good  one  to  compel  the  at- 
tendance of  parties  dar'tDg  the  Session  of 
Parliament  to  which  the  warrants  applied, 
and  in  which  they  were  drawn.  It  might 
be  perfectly  efficacious  for  that  purpose, 
and  yet  might  not  be  of  the  slightest  va- 
lidity to  cotnpel  the  attendance  of  parties 
in  a  subsequent  Seavion.  That  was  the 
queation  which  the  House  had  to  deter- 
mine — a  question  depending  on  the  cha- 
racter of  the  warrant,  and  the  authotity 
from  which  it  emanated,  whether  it  waa  a 
warrant  that  proceeded  from  the  aathorily 
of  that  House,  and  therefore,  like  all  other 
Parliamentary  orders  and  proceedings 
terminated  with  the  end  of  the  Session,  or 
whether  it  was  a  atatutabie  authority, 
which,  therefare,  would  not  terminate  with 
the  Sesaion,  but  would  be  operative  at  a 
subsequent  period.  Prior  to  the  Grenrille 
Act,  in  1770,  that  House  was  alone  the 
tribanal  to  try  contested  elections.  The 
Speaker,  under  the  authority  of  the  House, 
and  by  its  order,  issued  his  warrant  to 
bring  parties,  papers,  and  records  before 
the  House,  in  order  that  the  Houae  might 
determine  by  the  examination  of  witneases, 
and  the  inspection  of  documents,  whether 
any  giren  election  was  good  or  bad.  Of 
course,  the  inconvenience  of  that  course 
was  serionsly  felt;  and  the  Grenville  Act 
was  passed  in  1770,  by  which  the  House 
delegated  its  authoriiy  lo  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  be  appointed  at  a  particular 
day  named,  to  try  the  merits  of  any  given 
election  petitions.  Under  that  act,  the 
committee  had  the  power  to  summon  per- 
sons, and  to  order  the  production  of  pa- 
pers and  reciHtls  ;  and  without  that  power, 
so  conferred  on  them  by  statute,  the  com- 
miiiee  would  not  have  possessed  any  autho- 
rityovei  the  witnesses.  That  authority.lhus 
given  by  the  GreoTtlle  Act,  was  continued 
by  aobaequent  statnies;  and  it  was  oot 
until  the  38th  nf  George  3rd,  that  the 
warrant  of  tbe  Speaker  was  lirst  mentioned 
in  the  trial  of  any  controverted  eleciion  ; 
and  then  it  was  mentioned,  not  aa  an  au- 
thority given  to  the  Speaker,  but  was  re- 
cognised aa  an  authoriiy  conferred  on  the 
Speaker  by  the  House.  It  seemed,  that 
by  such  authority,  the  Speaker  was  al- 
lowed lo  summon  persona  and  to  call  for 
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the  production  of  papers  and  records,  by 
the  2ath  of  George  3rd,  the  Qth  of  George 
4th,  and  the  4th  and  5th  of  Victoria,  tho 
present  act  for  the  trial  of  election  peti- 
tions. By  all  these  statutes  it  appeared, 
that  this  authority  was  delegated  to  the 
Speaker  by  the  House  of  Commons.  The 
Speaker's  warrant  waa  not  considered  as 
being  iMued  under  the  provisions  of  an 
Act  of  Parliament,  but  under  an  author- 
ity recognised  by  the  statutes  as  pro~ 
ceeding  from  the  House  of  Commons  to 
the  Speaker.  Now,  this  was  a  most  im- 
portant conaideration,  and  he  wished  to 
call  the  particular  attention  of  the  House 
to  it,  because  on  this  distinction  the  great  ' 
point  of  the  question  turned;  since,  if 
this  were  a  mere  authority  proceeding 
from  the  House,  ita  force  must,  like  that 
of  every  other  order  of  the  House  (with 
a  few  eiceptions,  which  he  shonld  pre- 
sently mention),  terminate  with  the  coD- 
elusion  of  the  Session,  and  he  should 
be  able  to  show,  by  authority  not  to  be 
disputed,  that  it  could  not  be  returned 
or  made  available  in  any  future  Session, 
but  that  there  must  be  a  renewal  of  the 
authority.  He  would,  in  the  first  place, 
call  the  attention  of  the  Houae  to  the 
aecond  volume,  p.  335,  of  HattM.  He 
aays  :— 


"Tba  different  effeeti  of  a  prorogatiun  and 
an  adjouniroeDt  were,  thst  with  regard  to  a 
pTOTogation,  any  bill  or  other  proceediDK  not 
concluded  at  Ibe  end  of  one  Session,  in  either 
House,  in  whRlever  stage  it  might  be,  was  en- 
tirely pui  an  end  to,  aad  must,  in  the  next 
SesjioD,  be  commenced  agaio ;  whereas  on  an 
adjournment,  every  proceeding  remained  en- 
tire, and  might  after  the  recess  be  taken  up 
where  left  at  the  time  of  the  adjournment.*' 

Now,  in  a  note  to  that  page  QtHattell, 
to  which  be  had  referred,  it  would  be 
found,  that  there  were  exceptions  men- 
tioned, snch  as  cases  of  privilege;  and 
the  House  would  observe,  by  reference  to 
the  Journals,  that  where  a  breach  of  privi- 
lege had  been  committed  in  one  Session, 
the  House  had,  in  a  anbseqnent  Session, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  that  breach 
of  privilegF,  and  had  pnniahed  the  indi- 
vidual who  had  been  guilty  of  it,  but  not 
without  previously  resuming  the  consider- 
ation of  the  charge.  It  appeared  to  him, 
that  this  exception,  which  related  to  cases 
of  breach  of  privilege,  had  no  baaring  U 
all  on  the  question  before  the  House  ;  be. 
cauae,  before  they  decided,  that  there  waa 
a  breach  of  privilege  in  this  case,  tt  nnst 
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be  BhDwn,  thftt  the  nrrant  witb  relatioti 
to  wbich  that  alleged  breach  of  piivileg^e 
was  committed,  had  full  valid  effect  allter 
the  expiration  of  ibe  SeMioo  of  Parliantent 
ia  which  it  wai  iuued,  and  to  nhich  it 
expmily  referred.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  the  obter*atioui  which  he  had  made, 
would  induce  the  House  to  hesitate  before 
they  came  to  any  aach  concluBiou  aa  that 
the  warrant  iiaued  in  the  laat  Seiaion 
poiKsted  ita  validity  in  the  preient.  He 
apprehended,  that  such  wai  not  the  fact ; 
for  it  appeared  to  him,  that  at  the  coaclu- 
aion  oftne  lait  Seuion  of  ParliameDt,  the 
warrant  had  exhauited  its  force,  and  had 
no  power  to  compel  the  witneas'i  attend- 
ance on  the  aelect  committee.  He  thould 
now  briefly  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  aoDie  great  legal  authorities  on 
the  aulqecl,  to  which  he  wished  particu- 
larly to  refer  hia  learned  Friends  who 
were  coo  Tenant  with  legal  questioni. 
Without  catering  into  detail,  he  would 
refer  to  the  general  result  of  the  cases, 
ti  condensed  in  a  passage  to  be  found 
in  Snd  Hawkins's  PUm  qf  the  Crotou, 
cap.  15,  sec,  54.     It  was  there  stated, 

"  A  person  commitied  for  contempt  by 
order  of  either  House  of  Psrlisment  might  be 
discharged  freni  the  Kiag'i  Bench,  after 
the  proiogilion  or  dissotulion  of  tha  Pariis- 
ment  ;  and  ibal  all  matters  before  either 
UouM  must  be  commsticed  anew  in  the  next 
Parliament,  after  a  prorogation,  except  in  the 
case  of  a  writ  of  error," 

To  thia  he  might  add  the  eaae  of  an 
Impeachment.  Hawkins  referred  lo  aave- 
ral  casea  in  llluatration  of  his  statement ; 
bat  the  passage  which  he  had  quoted 
contained  the  aabstance.      Now,  it  ap- 

S eared  to  him,  that  the  authorities  had 
etermined,  thai  every  ordei  or  proceed- 
ing connected  with  the  privileges  of  the 
House  (wilh  the  exception  he  had  already 
mentioned)  ended  with  the  termination  of 
the  Setsion  of  Parliament.  He  would  put 
tbeAtmiliarcaseof  a  person  who  was  com- 
mitted for  contempt  of  the  privileges  of 
Ike  House.  -Every  peraon  was  pcrfectlj 
aware,  that  the  moment  the  Session  termi- 
nated, in  which  the  committal  look  place, 
there  was  an  end  of  the  imprisonmenL 
The  party  was  immediately  entitled  to 
be  reteated.  He  would  take  another 
cBie ;  it  frequently  occurred,  that  in  the 
conrte  of  the  Session  of  Parliament,  a 
Bwtion  waa  made,  that  a  particular  bill  be 
read  thai  day  six  months.  Nov,  the  oh- 
jeetofMieb  »  motion  wm  not  to  enable 


the  House  to  carry  on  the  proceedingi 
with  regard  to  that  bill  in  the  next  Se»- 
aion  of  Parliament,  aupposing  it  to  be 
assembled  within  six  montha,  bat  the  in- 
tention wu  to  terminate  the  proceedingi 
with  reference  to  the  b)U  in  that  Seauea, 
and  to  compel  the  parties  supporting  it.  It 
they  persevered,  to  renew  the  piooeedinga 
from  the  beginning,  in  the  anboeqnent 
Session.  If  the  new  Session  happened  to 
commence  within  the  six  moutha,  the  bill 
could  (not,  in  that  Session,  be  taken  op 
from  the  stage  in  which  it  stood  when  tM 
motion  for  postponing  it  waa  made,  but  it 
would  In  necessary  for  the  hoo.  Uembef 
who  introduced  it  to  begin  de  mova.  He 
should  now  submit  to  the  Hoose,  thai  the 
warrant  of  the  Speaker  was  not  a  warruil 
issued  under  any  statute,  but  prooeodcd 
wholly  and  entirely  from  the  authority 
granted  to  the  Speaker  by  that  Houae,  If 
he  had  aucceeded  in  making  out  and  auo- 
taioing  that  position,  the  result  and  conola- 
sion  were  inevitable,  that  the  force  of  the 
warrant  in  question  waa  at  an  end  at  the 
termination  of  the  last  Seasioa,  and  thnt 
the  instrument  had  no  authority  in  ttie 
present  Session  to  compel  the  attendaBoe 
of  the  witnesa.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Devooport  (Sir  G.  Giey)  badi  on  a  fanner 
occasioD,  quoted  the  act  of  tlie  4th  and 
£lh  of  Victoria,  and,  aa  be  nndentood, 
cited  the  83rd  aeotion  of  that  act  aa  bttw 
ing  the  effect  of  continuing  the  validity  of 
the  Speaker'a  warrant  in  the  preaont  See- 
aion.  [Sir  Q,  Qray  had  not  ao  argned.^ 
He  thanked  the  right  hon.  Baranet  fbr 
setting  him  right.  He  could  aaaure  the 
right  hoo.  Baronet,  that  he  had  no  inten* 
lion  lo  misnpresant  his  a^umenl,  hot  aa 
he  at  the  time  understood  it.  However 
it  would  be  aeen,  on  refarrii^  to  the  act, 
that  the  SSrd  section  could  have  no  aoeh 
effect.  The  83rd  section  related  to  ibe 
continuance  of  proceedings  actually  be^n 
before  an  election  committee.  Aller  it 
bad  act  forth  the  manner  in  whieh,  and 
the  time  within  which,  the  Oenetal  Com* 
mittce  of  Electieoi  ahould  appoiol  a  aelact 
committee  to  try  the  nattert  of  any  peti- 
tion complaining  of  an  undue  eleotioo  or 
return  for  any  county,  city,  or  borai^  it 
provided,  that  if  Parliament— 

"  Happened  lo  be  prorogued  before  sndi 
committee  had  come  to  a  deienninaiioo,  soch 
committee  ibould  not  be  diuolved,  and  all  the 
former  proceediim  of  such  eonmhtee  skodd 
remain  and  be  ofihe  same  fare*  and  efbcif  as 
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tht  HoiM  would  obierve,  that  thn 
CSM  came  nnder  the  thiid  branch  of  the 
fMlioD,if  it  toaohed  it  at  all|  which  he  con- 
tended that  it  did  not.  Hera  the  warraot 
wai  luned  in  a  fonoer  Seuion,  but  the 
oownittee  was  not  struck  nntil  the  preient 
Sesuon.  Nothing  whateTer  wai  done 
under  that  antboriiy  in  the  preceding  Sei- 
•ion.  To  him  it  wei  perfectly  clear,  that 
it  did  not  apply  to  tbiacase.  He  thought, 
IheraforB,  that  he  might  fairly  be  consi- 
dered 10  far  to  have  adranced  in  the 
a^meut  ai  to  hare  prored  that  this  war- 
rant was  not  a  atatntable  aulhorily,  but  an 
aalbority  proceeding  firom  that  Houae,  and, 
therefore,  that  it  was  placed  ia  the  iime 
ailnatioD  as  all  the  other  orders  and  pro- 
ceedings  connected  with  the  prtvilegesof  the 
House,  and  that,  like  them,  it  came  to  an 
end  on  the  termination  ofthe  Session.  But 
he  apprehended  that  the  decision  as  to 
the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  keeping 
this  party  in  custody  would  not  depend 
entirely  on  the  decision  which  they  might 
come  to  on  this  particular  point  i  because, 
even  if  the  House  ihonld  be  of  opinion 
that  this  authority  was  a  statutable  one 
and  bad  been  conferred  on  the  Speaker  by 
an  Mt  of  Ptrlianiant,  the  question  would 
■t31  remain  whether  tbe  warrant,  looking 
to  its  form,  was  auch  as  would  render  the 
party  disobeying  it  guitty  of  a  contempt 
of  the  Houae.  The  warrant  commanded 
tha  party  on  whom  it  was  served  "  to 
attend  befcre  the  select  oommiltee  ap- 
pointed  to  try  the  matters  of  a  petition 
complaining  of  an  undue  election  for  the 
borough  of  Southampton  in  the  present 
Session  of  Parliament."  And  he  appre- 
hended, with  gnat  lubmitaion  to  the 
House,  that  whatever  might  be  the  source 
from  which  the  power  to  issue  the  warrant 
emanated,  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
framed  was  not  such  as  to  compel  the  aU 
tendance  of  the  witness  on  whom  it  waa 
terved  Jn  the  present  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment, aeetng  that  the  instrument  was  drawn 
«p  in  the  last  Seuion,  and  had  reference 
only  to  It  He  would  refer  the  House  on 
this  point,  to  what  was  the  recogniaed 
"inetice  of  courts  of  law,  sanctioned  by 

ig  custom,  under  analc^ous  circum- 
siancea.  If  a  snbpcBna  was  served  on  an 
indlvidua]  requiring  his  attendance  at  a 
particular  sitting  or  SMites,  if  the  cause  was 
paatpoaed,if  iiwere  for  instance,  madewhat 
was  called  a  remanet,  the  parly  on  whom 
the  subpoena  had  been  served  could  not  be 
MDpelled,  by  any    intimatioa  given  to 
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him  by  the  attorney  or  agent  on  the  otbei 
side,  to  attend  at  any  subsequent  eitting 
or  assizes  under  that  sul^na.  And 
why,  he  would  ask,  should  there  be  a  dif- 
ference in  that  respect  betwaen  tbe 
warrant  of  the  Speaker  and  a  aubpcana 
issued  in  the  course  of  praceedingi  in  a 
court  of  law  ?  He  contended,  that  even  if 
the  Speaker's  warrant  were  to  be  con- 
siderea  as  a  floating  warrant,  as  it  bad 
been  considered  by  some,  still  framed  as 
it  was,  it  could  not  compel  the  attendance 
of  a  witness  in  a  totally  difierent  Session 
from  that  which  was  mentioned  in  the  in- 
atmmeut.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Bath  (Mr.  Roebuck)  had  alluded  to 
the  case  of  an  individual  bound  over  in 
recogniiances  to  appear  at  tbe  quarter 
sessions ;  but  when  a  party  attended  on 
his  recogniiances,  and  waa  ordered  to 
attend  at  another  sessions,  it  was  not 
a  mere  matter  of  course.  There  was  a 
particular  proeesi  to  be  gone  through.  In 
such  a  case,  the  recogniiances  of  the  indi. 
vidual  must  be  respited  from  the  teaaions 
at  which  he  had  appeared  to  the  subse- 
quent seaiona  at  which  he  waa  expected 
to  attend.  Some  act  must  be  done  to 
transfer  the  obligation  of  attending  from 
one  quarter  sessions  to  another.  His  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  the  Member  for  Batb 
would  forgive  him  for  aaying  that  the 
analogy  to  which  he  referred  militated 
against  hia  own  position.  Tben  was 
another  point  to  which  be  wished  to  al> 
lude,  and  which  appeared  to  have  mads 
some  impreuion  on  the  minda  of  bon, 
Oenllemen  on  both  sides  of  the  House. 
He  alluded  lo  the  circumstance  of  this 
individual  b«ng  supposed  to  have  waved 
any  advantage  that  he  mi{^t  have  derived 
from  tbe  invalidity  of  the  warrant  by  hit 
having  chosen  to  appear  before  the  conw 
mittee.  Tbe  question  had,  no  doubt, 
been  raised  in  the  first  instance  in  the 
Houae,  and  bad  not  been  brought  under 
the  consideration  of  the  committee  by 
the  very  able  counsel  far  the  sitting  Hero- 
ber,  bis  learned  Friend  Mr.  Austen;  but 
he  should  observe  that  hui  learned  Friend 
had  had  no  opportunity  of  bringing  that 
objection  before  tbe  aelect  coromittee 
before  the  party  was  in  attendance.  If, 
tbe  party  being  in  attendance,  his  learned 
Friend  bad  aaid, "  I  object  to  his  answering 
any  question  because  the  warrant  is  not 
good,"  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
would  immediately  have  tnawered,  «  We 
have  notbiag  to  do  with  yoai  leaned  ar- 
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^ment  is  to  the  validity  or  invalidity  of 
the  warrant.  We  bave  the  witnesi  here 
before  ub  ;  and  whether  he  has  appeared 
voluDtatily  or  coiupuliorily,  it  ii  oar  doty  to 
put  such  questions  to  him  as  we  may  think 
proper  touchiag  the  petition  the  merits  of 
which  we  have  to  try."  It  should  also  be 
observed,  that  the  witness  had  not  been 
committed  for  anything  he  had  done  before 
the  committee,  but  was  committed  for  re< 
fusing;  to  produce  certain  documents, 
which,  it  was  alleged,  were  in  bit  custody 
when  the  warrant  was  issued.  Itwas  one 
thing  to  say,  that  a  witness  having  at- 
tended volnntarily  on  the  warrant  or  notice 
was  compelled  to  answer,  fairly  and 
honestly,  whatever  questions  might  be  put 
to  him ',  and  another  thing  to  say,  that 
coming  before  thecommittee,either  volun- 
tarily or  on  notice  served  upon  him,  he  ought 
to  be  prepared  to  produce  all  the  documents 
referred  to  in  the  Speaker's  warrant  of  Sep- 
tember last.  That  was  perfectly  clear. 
The  distinction  was  surely  quite  evident. 
In  bis  view  of  the  case  the  party,  though 
be  came  forward,  might  have  remained  at 
home,  until  the  interposition  of  the  Speaker 
by  a  new  warrant  or  a  summons  from  the 
chairman,  who  unquestionably  had  the 
right  to  aend  forth  such  a  summons,  called 
for  his  attendance ;  and  certainly,  under 
these  circumstances  he  could  not  be  con. 
iidered  in  contempt  by  a  supposed  partial 
ditobedieoca  to  the  original  warrant.  He 
had  now,  as  be  conceived,  fully  and  clearly 
stated  the  case.  His  desire  was,  to  follow 
the  wish  of  the  House  ;  for  he  was  quite 
sure  that  their  only  anxious  desire  was  to 
do  justice  to  the  individual  whose  case  was 
under  consideration.  If  they  had  taken 
any  false  step  in  this  matter,  be  was  con- 
vinced that  they  would  recede  from  it  as 
quickly  as  possible.  If  they  acted  without 
sufficient  authority  and  had  inflicted  a 
wrong,  they  should  redress  the  iujary 
done  without  toss  of  time.  He  trusted 
that  he  had,-  with  fairness  and  calmness 
and  due  deliberation,  brought  the  subject 
before  the  House,  under  a  sincere  convic- 
tion of  the  validity  of  the  argument  which 
he  had  addressed  tn  them — a  conviction 
at  which  he  bad  arrived  before  he  had 
been  able  to  consider  the  matter  as  fully 
as  be  had  sines  done.  He  trusted  that 
bis  opinion  would,  (hi  examination,  be 
found  to  be  a  correct  one ;  and,  at  all 
events,  he  hoped  that  the  House  would,  at 
the  earliest  moment,  take  this  important 
matter  into  its  serious  consideration,  and 
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evince,  as  he  waa  certain  they  wonld  do, 
an  anxioDS  and  earnest  desire  to  do  justice, 
not  merely  to  this  individual,  but  to  every 
ona  of  their  fellow -sntnects.  He  hop«d 
that  be  should  sncceed  in  having  fall 
justice  done,  for  that  was  iuGnitely  more 
imporUnt,  in  his  mind,  than  the  result  of 
the  inquiry  is  to  the  validity  of  these  wmr- 
rants ;  and  though  sure  of  being  correct  in 
the  conclnsion  he  had  come  to,  that  was 
of  little  consequence  in  comparison  with 
the  injustice  of  detaining  this  individaal. 
In  conclusion,  be  begged  leave  to  mo*e, 
*'  That  William  Rous  MBbw>n  be  dis- 
charged from  the  custody  of  the  Serjeant- 
at-Arms." 

Mr.  C  WUlianu  Wynn,  in  seconding 
the  motion,  said,  during  the  many  years 
he  had  sat  in  that  House  he  trusted  he  had 
never  shown  any  want  of  application  at 
care  in  preserving  its  due  authority.  Ho 
would  not  weai^  the  House  by  going  over 
the  ground  which  had  been  so  ably  tra- 
versed by  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend, but 
he  concurred  in  the  argument  as  to  the 
invalidity  of  the  warrant,  and  he  wonid 
entreat  the  House  to  bear  in  mind  that 
there  was  nothing  more importsnt,  in  order 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  privilegea  and  the 
authority  of  the  House,  than  the  legality 
and  the  regularity  of  its  proceedings. 

Mr.  Redington  certainly  would  not 
attempt  to  enter  into  the  learned  arguments 
which  had  been  so  ably  staled  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite ;  but  he  believed 
the  House  would  agree  with  him,  that 
the  committee  in  this  case  had  only  made 
a  proper  and  a  legal  use  of  the  powers 
with  which  they  had  been  intrusted.  Un- 
doubtedly, if  the  warrant  were  an  illegal 
one  this  individual  was  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  that  illegality.  With  regard  to 
the  manner  in  which  this  question  had 
been  brought  on,  he  really  must  say,  that 
he  thought  the  House  had  been  taken  by 
surprise,  and  the  learned  Member  for 
Woodstock  had  omitted  the  only  proceed- 
ing which  would  have  been  the  proper  and 
effective  proceeding  to  render  his  intentions 
known  ;  for  the  learned  Gentleman,  when 
he  hsd  given  notice  on  the  preceding 
evening  of  his  intention  to  bring  the  sub- 
ject before  the  House,  might  easily  have 
stated  that  he  meant  to  move  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  for  this  day  instead  of 
Monday,  according  to  the  ordinary  prac- 
tice. There  was  one  point  to  which  he 
was  persuaded  the  House  would  nnt 
it  improper  that  he  should  advert. 
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MprMUOQ  had  been  made  uie  of  lait  night 
ia  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
committee,  which,  had  he  been  present  at 
the  time,  he  abould  have  repadiated  in 
BtrongeBt  terms  which  the  formt  of  that 
HouM  wonid  allow.  That  expretiion  hac 
been  withdrawn,  but  were  any  auch  lan- 
guage again  employed  respecting  the  con- 
duct of  that  committee,  he  should  not 
hesitate  to  declare  that  a  more  gross  and 
nnfounded  aspersion  never  had  been  caat 
00  any  seven  sworn  men,  and  he  really 
must  say  that  it  would  liave  been  more 
consistent  with  that  justice  of  which  the 
learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Wood- 
Stock  surely  ought  not  to  be  entirely 
oblivious,  had  he  abstained  from  ex  parte 
charges  on  a  committee  engaged  in  the 
discharge  of  its  duties. 

Mr.  Thesiger  be^ed  it  to  be  understood 
that  he  ahould  not  have  given  the  notice 
in  the  form  in  which  he  bad  coached  it, 
bad  he  not  apprehended  that  such  was  its 
r^nlarform. 

Sir  O.  Orey  did  not  mean  to  impute 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  Woodstock,  that 
he  had  intentionally  taken  an  unfair  ad- 
vantage, but  he  must  eay,  that  having 
heard  tt  6ve  o'clocic  last  night  the 
hon.  Member  give  notice  that  he  in- 
tended at  the  next  meeting  of  the  House 
to  take  the  aense  of  the  House,  be  was 
certainly  under  the  imprenion,  that  the 
motion  would  have  been  made  on  Monday 
— the  ordinary  day.  He  thought  the  hon. 
Member  ought  to  have  stated,  that  at  a 
late  hour  of  the  night  he  should  move, 
that  the  House  meet  again  on  Saturday. 
It  was  quite  accidentally  that,  casting  his 
eyes  over  the  votes,  he  perceived  that  the 
Speakerwas  to  take  the  Chair  at  twoo'ctoclc 
to-day-  He  did  not  rise  to  follow  the 
boa.  and  learned  Qeotleman  through  the 
whole  of  his  learned  speech,  for  he  really 
did  not  think — and  he  said  it  with  all 
deference  to  the  House — that  that  House 
was  a  tribanal  capable  of  judging  of  the 
legal  arguments  which  might  be  made 
use  of,  or  of  the  legal  merits  of  the  case 
DOW  under  their  consideration.  Grave 
doubts  had  lieen  expressed  on  the  sub- 

{'ect  of  the  warrant  by  the  hon-  and 
sarned  Gentleman,  whose  authority  he 
thought  entitled  to  great  respect,  and  he 
wu  quite  ready  to  admit,  that  means 
might  be  taken  to  ascertain  whether  those 
doubts  were  well-founded,  and  if  so  to  pro- 
vide a  remedy  for  the  evil.  But  were  ihey 
then  competent  to  decide  (he  question? 
VOL.  LXll.    (SSii 


Notwithstanding  all  that  had  been  said 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  oppo- 
site, and  by  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown, 
he  was  not  prepared,  on  the  statement  of 
any  hon-  Member,  to  assume  that  a  prac- 
tice  which  had  existed  for  such  a  length 
of  time  was  illegal.  What  ha  would 
venture,  therefore,  to  suggest  to  the  House 
was,  not  that  they  would  entertain  the  pre- 
aent  motion  upon  the  ground,  either  of  the 
legality  or  illegality  of  the  warrant,  but 
that  they  ahould  decide  whether  or  not 
the  witness  should  be  discharged  upon 
the  merits  of  the  case.  He  would  also 
suggest,  that  a  notice  of  motion  should 
be  given  on  an  early  day  for  the  appoint 
ment  of  a  select  committee  to  inquire  as  to 
what  the practiceof  the Housethenwaswilh 
regard  to  the  issuing  of  summonses  for  the 
attendance  of  witnesses  before  committees, 
and  that  the  committee  should  report  whe- 
ther any  and  what  amendment  of  (he  law 
was  requisite  on  (hat  subject.  He  would 
propose,  that  (he  Speaker  should  give 
that  committee  the  benefit  of  his  expe- 
rience ;  and  the  report  of  that  committee 
would  be  a  document  on  which  the  House 
might  rely.  With  regard  to  the  warrant, 
he  was  prepared  to  say,  that  it  had  not 
been  proved  to  be  illegal ;  but  the  ques- 
tion of  its  legality  or  illegality  was  one 
which  could  not  then  be  decided.  It 
would  involve  a  reference  to  the  Journals 
of  the  House  for  several  years  past,  and 
he  thought  it  might  also  involve  a  re- 
Terence  to  the  proceedings  of  the  other 
House  of  Parliament.  There  were  cases 
in  which  resolutions  of  the  other  House 
had  been  held  (o  be  binding  beyond 
the  Session;  and  he  thought  in  cases 
somewhat  analogous  to  the  one  which 
they  were  then  engaged  in  considering. 
The  necessary  inference  from  the  hon,  and 
learned  Gentleman's  argument  was,  that 
every  warrant  issued  since  the  beginning 
of  the  present  Session  by  the  Speaker, 
having  been  issued  on  the  authority  given 
in  (he  Session  of  1841,  was  invalid.  If 
he  underatood  the  hon,  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman's arguments  right  they  were  these, 
that  the  warrant  rested  not  on  statute, 
but  on  PaTliamenlary  authority;  that  the 
authority  given  in  the  Seiaion  of  1841  had 
ceased  with  the  termination  of  that  Ses- 
sion; and  that  the  warrants  issued  under 
luch  authority  had  also  ceased  to  be 
valid.  The  result  of  such  a  doctrine 
being  adopted  would  be,  that  other  elec- 
tion petition  warrants  issued  by  the 
2X 
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Speaker,  sninmoiiiDg  witnesie*  to  give 
evideacfl  before  tbe  respectire  coromilieea, 
having  been  isiued  tinder  circnmilBncet 
Bimilar  to  that  id  the  Southampton  case, 
vouldnot  be  attended  toby  the  niUewet; 
and  was  it  r  deiirabU  result,  he  would 
aak,  that  those  witneiMs  shoald  be  em- 
powered to  lay,  that  they  would  not 
attend  the  committees,  because  the  Home 
of  Commons  had  declared,  that  the 
Speaker's  warrant  issued  in  those  cases 
was  illegal  ?  With  regard  to  the  merits 
of  the  case,  he  certainly  was  not  prepared 
to  dissent  from  the  motion  of  the  hon,  and 
learned  Gentleman  (Mr,  Tbesiger)  to  dis- 
charfe  the  witness  from  custody.  It  was 
admitted,  that  if  the  summons  was  not 
iega(  it  was  merely  because  there  was  a 
defect  in  the  law ;  and  he  could  not, 
therefore,  feel  mticb  sympathy  for  this 
indiridual.  If,  in  any  suit  at  law,  an 
individual  had  been  informed  that  certain 
docnmenU  in  his  possessbn  would  be 
required  for  a  trial  in  an  ordiosry  court 
of  justice,  and  had  subsequently  made 
away  with  thoae  documents  (even  although 
he  might  not  previously  have  received  any 
warrant  or  summons  to  produce  them), 
the  party  would,  he  apprehended,  be  liable 
to  punishment  for  a  wilful  obstruction 
to  the  administration  of  jnstice.  He 
would  not  advert  to  the  conduct  of  Ihi 
witness  before  the  committee ;  he  had  ni 
right  to  do  so :  but,  looking  at  the  evi 
dence  which  be  bad  given  at  tbe  Bar,  it 
appeared  to  him  toarooant  to  this,  that  he 
had  possession  of  those  documents — that 
he  knew  they  would  be  wanted — and  that 
he  had  part«l  with  them,  as  he  says  incan- 
tiousty  ;  but,  aince  the  witness  had  stated, 
that  he  was  willing  to  make  inquiries  aa 
to  the  individual  by  whom  be  had  sent 
these  documents  to  Captain  Ward,  and 
as  then  was  no  suspicion  that  he 
would  abacond,  he  thought  it  just,  as  he 
had  been  kept  in  confinement  for  three 
days,  that  faa  should  now  be  discharged, 
but  still  liable  to  be  called  before  the 
committee,  still  being  bound  to  eiert  him- 
self  for  the  recovery  of  these  papers,  and 
bound  to  exonerate  himself  before  ihe 
committee,  and  it  might  be,  hereafter,  be- 
fore the  House,  from  the  charge  of  having 
wilfully  got  rid  of  the  papers.  If  the 
motion  for  hii  discharge  were  rested  upon 
those  grounds,  and  not  upon  the  ground 
of  ihe  illegality  of  tbe  warrant,  he  would 
consent  to  it.  He  would  not  consent  to 
declare  that  wanaot  illegal,  but  he  would, 
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as  grave  doubts  aeemed  to  be  entertaiaed 
on  the  subject,  suggest  that  soma  coon* 
ought  to  bo  adopted  similar  to  the  mw 
be  bad  pointed  out,  for  the  parpoaa  of 
setting  the  question  at  rest. 

Mr,  Ferrmtd  would  not  have  trespassed 
upon  the  House,  had  it  not  been  for  tbe 
strong  language  that  bad  been  need  by 
the  hon.  Qentlemsn  opposite.  The 
Speaker  last  night  bad  told  him,  tbmt 
be  was  out  of  order  in  making  use  of  tbe 
language  which  he  had  used,  and  he  bad 
immediately  withdrawn  that  expressioa. 
He  had  wished  to  call  the  allention  of  the 
House  to  the  fact,  that  the  person  hnd 
been  met  with  in  Loodon  accidentally, 
that  he  had  been  taken  before  the  com. 
mittee  without  having  any  opponnnity 
given  him  to  go  down  to  Southnmptoti, 
and  that  it  had  been  impossible  for  bim 
to  go  down  to  search  for  the  paper.  He 
had  heard  with  surprise  tbe  hon.  Member 


for  Gateshead  assert,  that  tbe  majority  of 
the  committee  had  reported  the  condnet 
of  ifast  man,  and  bad  directed,  that  be 
should  be  placed  in  the  custody  of  the 
Sergeaot-at'Arms,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  additions!  evidence  from  hiss, 
but  as  a  punishment  for  the  maooar  iit 
which  he  had  given  bis  evidence.  He 
felt,  that  in  using  the  expression  he  hsd 
done,  after  that  avowal  of  tbe  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Gateshead — 

Mr.  H»at:  1  rise  to  order,  Sir.  I  fed. 
Sir,  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  not  eatH 
tied  to  aay,  after  having  used  tbe  ivdeoent 
expression— ["  Order.'^ 

Tbe  Speaktr:  The  boa.  Gentleman  is 
clearly  out  of  order  in  cbaractariaing  any 
expression  of  an  hon.  Member  in  the 
House  as  indecent. 

Mr.  Btitt ;  Sir,  I  apolo^se  to  the  Home 
for  having  been  so  far  csrried  away  by  tbo 
warmth  of  my  filings  as  to  give  utter- 
ance to  an  expression  unworthy  of  my 
position  SB  a  Member  of  this  House.  I 
rise  to  order.  Sir.  It  is  evidenily  out  of 
order  for  tbe  hon.  Qsntlemsh  oppoaile, 
after  having  made  use  of  an  expreaaion 
with  regard  to  tb«  Southampton  Electisa 
Committee,  and  after  having  been  called 
to  order  by  yon  for  using  that  expression, 
and  after  having  retracted  that  expreaaioe, 
to  attempt  now  to  justify  iL  If  he  has 
retracted — which  I  understand  he  fass— 
Ihe  expreaaions  which  ha  applied  hM 
night,  (  presume  be  is  not  now  to  rise 
here  in  bia  place  to  justify  them.  I  sp- 
prehend,  Uitt  that  wu  the  lint  of  vgir  -.r 
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BHnt  whieb  the  bon.  Menbn  wu  pur- 
■uJDg,  if  ha  did  not  t»e  the  very  wordi ; 
and  M  it  Bppnrad  to  me  that  aach  con- 
dnct  wu  in  the  higfaeet  degree  objectioa- 
ftble,  I  thought  it  mjp  duty  to  call  the  boo. 
GeDtlemiD  to  OTder. 

The  Spmier,-  The  hen.  Member  for 
Kaareaborough  lait  oight  made  uie  oF  s 
term  br  which  I  found  it  my  duty  to  call 
him  to  order.  He  uied  the  nord  "«in- 
dictive,"  but  when  that  exprenioo  waa 
withdrawn,  no  raflection  ahoold  have  been 
made  upon  it  in  any  other  form.  If  I 
could  have  uccrtained,  befora  the  hon. 
Member  concluded  hia  aentence,  that  it 
WM  bii  intention  lo  juatify  the  eipreaaron 
he  bad  before  uaed,  it  would  have  been 
my  duty,  and  I  ahould  certainly  have 
found  it  neceenry,  to  call  him  to  order 
•gain.  I  an  aure  the  bon.  Gentleman 
will  peroeire,  that  no  Member  baa  a  right 
to  reflect  upon  the  conduct  of  a  commit- 
tee  which  ta  aitting  to  decide  a  caie  upon 
authority  delegated  to  it  by  the  Houk. 

Mr,  Perr*nd  aaid,  that  he  aincerely  re- 
gretted that  be  had  uaed  the  language 
complained  of  list  night.  But  be  did  not 
know  whether  It  waa  neceaaaty  for  him 
any  fanher  to  juatify  the  language  he  had 
need.  He  waa  not  going  to  juatify  the 
word  "Tindictive."  but  he  did  think,  that 
the  hon.  Member  wonld  allow  bim  to  aay, 
that  the  language  be  bad  need  waa  very 
citraordinary  language  for  a  member  of  a 
committee.  [Mr.  Hutt :  What  waa  it  ?] 
He  had  nndantood  the  hon.  Member  to 
make  the  varyeatrooidinary  aaiartion,  that 
the  oomaaittae  had  not  oonflnad  the  wil- 
neaa  for  the  pnrpoae  of  obtaining  any  fur- 
ther arideDoe  From  bin. 

Mr.  H*ttt  I  did  not  aay  ao. 

Mr.  FetTOKd :  So  far  aa  he  remem> 
bercd,  that  waa  the  language  uied  by  the 
boo.  Member. 

Mr.  Bmniai  roae  to  order.  Ha  waa  aure 
dte  Houae  and  the  bon.  Member  himaelf 
wonld  perceivct  tbat  it  would  be  highly 
■njudiciona  and  highly  indecorona,  that 
the  tima  of  the  Houie  ahould  be  wealed 
by  repetitiona  of  what  had  paaaed  in  for- 
mer debatea. 

Mr.  Femmd  eaid,  that  he  had  firat 
been  attacked  in  very  atrong  language, 
and  ha  bad  only  riaen  for  the  purpoae  of 
explaining.  The  hon.  Member  had  at  all 
e*enlB  uaed  very  atrong  laognagG  towarda 
bin  peraoaally. 

"Die  Spamket:  The  hon.  Member  for 
Kniiwbaroagh  Kttd  noat  propeily  by 
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retracting  the  eipreaaion  he  oted  laat 
light.  The  hon.  Member  for  Dundalk 
did  not,  thia  evening,  aa  I  underalood 
bim,  attack  the  hon.  Member  for  having 
uaed  that  eipreaaion.  Bet  (he  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Dundalk  aaid,  that  if  that  word 
were  epplied  again,  be  ahould  feet  it  bia 
duty  to  uae  the  atrongeat  terma  which  the 
forma  of  the  Houae  would  alkiw.  The 
Member  did  not,  boweTer,  aa  it  ap- 
peared to  me,  uae  any  strong  expreaaion 
aSecting  (ha  hon.  Member  for  Knareibo- 
rough,  I  truat  the  hon.  Member  for 
Knareaborongh  will  aee,  that  it  ia  per- 
fectly irregular  to  allude  to  what  haa  been 
aaid  in  a  former  debate. 

Mr.  Hutt  1  Perhapa,  if  I  am  perfectly 
in  order,  the  Houae  will  permit  me — 
[Lovd  cries  of  "Chair,"  and  "Order."] 
I  preaume  the  Houae  ia  not  going  to  re- 
fuse to  bear  me  in  explanation  of  my 
courae  of  proceeding — aoroe  explanation 
of  ihe  charge!  made  againit  me.  Sir,  I 
diaposed  to  approach  thia  aubject  in 
all  calmneai.  A>  I  have  atated,  I  did  not 
uae  the  expreaaion  attributed  to  me.  The 
expreaaion  I  did  uae  wai — [The  hon. 
Member  wpa  again  interrupted  by  loud 
criea  of  "  Ordert"  and  "  Chair.*^  Surely 
the  ccmmoneat  indulgence  might  be 
granted  me.  I  did  not  say  tbat  for  tha 
purpoie  of — [Cria  of  "  Urder,  order."] 

The  Speaktr  i  After  haviog  called  one 
hon.  Member  to  order  for  referring  to 
former  debatea,  aurely  the  hon,  Member 
will  not  repeat  that  irregularity, 

Hr.  Hutt:  I  will  not  preu— 

An  hon.  Memhart    You  baTe  no  right, 

Mr.  Hutt  I    Who  aaya  I  hare  no  right  ? 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wjpm  ioatantly  roae  and 
aaid,  I  thought  that  the  hon.  Member  foe 
Knareaborongh  had  not  coocladad  hia 
apeech.  He  waa  interrupted  by  a  apeecb 
to  order.  He  ia,  therefore,  in  poaaeaaion 
of  the  Hooae. 

Mr.  ^errand  .•  After  the  remarka  which 
have  fallen  from  the  hon.  Qeailemsn  op- 
poaite,  I  do  not  think  it  neceaaary  to  aay 
anything  more. 

Mr.  Hutt :  I  can  aaaura  the  Hoaae, 
that  [  had  no  intention  of  interrupting  the 
hon.  Member  for  Knareaborough.  I 
ihongbt  ha  had  concluded  hia  apeech. 
It  ia  impoaaible  for  me  not  to  (eel  myacif 
aerioualy  aActed  by  the  diSerent  charges 
made  againat  (be  committee  of  which  I 
a  member.     I  can  uaure  the  Houae, 


that  according  to  the  beat  of  my  ability,  I 
haia  cndcaTO«f«d  to  diNfawft  ib|  dvtj 
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upon  that  cotnmittee.  I  will  saj,  that 
with  respect  to  my  acting  as  n  member  of 
(his  committee,  if  any  one  ihould  lay  that 
I  have  made  an  uDJust  application  of  my 
oath,  or  in  any  way  perrerted  my  duties 
as  a  man  of  honour — if  such  an  allegation 
were  made,  either  in  this  House  or  else- 
where, 1  would  treat  the  person  who  made 
it  as  a  calumniator  and  a  ilar.  ["  Chair, 
Chair."] 

The  Speaker:  I  must  tell  the  hon. 
Member,  that  auch  expressions  cannot  be 
tolerated  here.  It  is  my  duly  to  call  on 
the  hoD.  Member  to  retract  his  expres- 
sion. 

yir.  Hull:  I  assure  you.  Sir,  and  the 
House,  that  I  feel  sinf^erely  sorry  if  1  ha\e 
in  any  way  offended  against  the  regula- 
tions of  this  House.  Using  the  expression 
I  did,  I  thought  it  was  a  part  of  speech 
which  was  permitted  in  this  House.  I 
had  no  intention  of  going  beyond  the 
regulations  of  the  House.  He  would 
dismiss  this  subject.  He  was  not  sur- 
prised that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
occupied  the  Treasury  benches  did  not 
stand  forward  in  defence  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman.  He  thought  that 
the  boa.  Gentleman  who  had  given  notice 
of  a  motion  for  Monday  to  bring  this  sub- 
ject under  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
would  have  acted  a  more  becoming  and  a 
far  fairer  part,  if  he  had  communicated  his 
intention  to  the  committee,  or  to  one  of 
ibe  Members  of  that  committee,  instead 
of  bringing  the  subject  unexpectedly  un- 
der consideration  late  in  the  evening.  He 
was  not  lurprised,  that  many  exalted  and 
hon.  Members  did  not  acquit  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  of  disiogenuousness. 

Mr.  Theiigerhere  rose  and  said,  he  did 
not  Itnow  whether  the  hon.  Member  were 
in  order.  He  had  endeavoured  to  ex- 
plain to  the  House  that  he  had  not  acted 
on  any  improper  motives,  and  he  trusted 
be  had  explained  that  satisfactorily. 

Mr.  Hutt  presumed  he  was  in  order. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  had  made  an  ex- 

Elanation  which  might  be  aatisfaclory  to 
is  own  mind,  but  it  was  not  so  to  his 
tnind,  nor  to  a  majority  of  that  House. 
With  regard  to  the  motion  which  had  been 
brought  before  the  House,  be  could  only 
eay,  that  if  it  were  decided,  that  the  war- 
rant was  not  a  legal  instrument,  the  indi- 
vidual in  question  ought  to  be  di(chai|;ed. 
Ho  would  ssy,  in  addition,  that  Members 
who  served  upon  committees  had  a  very 
arduous  duly  to  perform,  which  was  ren-, 


dered  itil]  more  so,  when,  after  aeniof 
upon  committees  from  eleven  to  fovr 
o'clock,  and  then  performing  their  duty  u 
Members  of  the  House,  they  might  be 
called  upon  at  half-past  two  to  defend 
any  portion  of  their  conduct. 

The  Solicitor'aaural  said,  be  thought 
one  part  of  the  suggestion  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  might  be  acted 
upon  by  the  House.  The  case  certainly, 
aa  afTected  the  general  question  of  law, 
was  of  an  importance  which  could  not  be 
exa^erated,  and  certainly  a  question  of 
such  importaiKC  ought  not  to  be  decided 
on  the  mere  statement  of  any  Gentlemaa 
in  the  House.  The  question,  let  him 
observe,  was  one  which  could  not  have 
occurred  before.  Since  the  bill  of  bia 
right  hon.  Friend  had  been  introduced  no 
caaa  of  the  kind  had  occurred;  and  lbs 
present  case  had  not  arisen  from  the  pro- 
visions of  that  bill,  but  from  the  circum- 
stance, that  after  the  last  general  election, 
so  many  petitions  against  returns  wen 
presented,  and  the  Session  was  so  short, 
that  no  committees  could  be  appointed  for 
the  trial  of  those  petitions  in  that  Session. 
It  appeared  that  Speaker's  warrants  had 
been  issued  between  one  Seuion  and 
another,  in  the  existing  Session,  and  also 
in  the  last  Session ;  and  the  question  had 
arisen,  whether  the  Speaker's  warrant  ia- 
Bued  last  Session  was  binding  in  the  pre- 
sent. When  the  warrant  was  read  at  tbs 
Table  of  the  House,  and  he  asked  if  it  was 
a  r^ular  warrant,  he  was  not  aware  tbat 
other  warrants  of  a  similar  nature  bad  beea 
issued,  nor  of  the  extent  to  which  bis 
question  would  affect  Ihetn,  considering 
that  the  parties  in  tbat  particular  case  had 
made  some  mistake,  or  had  attempted  to 
carry  over  to  this  Session  the  power  of  a 
warrant  of  the  last.  But  now  tbat  the 
question  had  been  mooted  it  ought  to  be 
settled.  How  was  that  to  be  done  ?  He 
had  been  told,  that  he  did  wrong  not 
to  expreas  a  decided  opinion  upon  it  at 
6rst.  Had  he  done  so — had  he,  when 
first  be  heard  the  subject  mentioned  in  the 
House,  expressed  it  as  bis  deliberate  opin> 
ion,lhatthe  warrant  was  illegal,  be  thought 
he  should  have  been  wanting  in  proper  re- 
spect to  the  Speaker  and  to  the  House. 
He  was  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  any 
act  of  Parliament  giving,  on  dislioct 
grounds,  any  direct  legislative  power  to 
the  Speaker  to  issue  his  warrant.  Upon 
what  authority,  then,  had  the  Speaker 
isaned  it?     Upon  the  authority  of  one  of 
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the  inherent  privileges  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  IF,  then,  it  wu  a  privilege  or 
the  Hoase,  bdc)  not  a  legislative  power,  it 
was  on  authority  derived  from  the  House, 
and  one  nhich  the  Speaker  had  no  right 
to  exercise  independently  of  the  House; 
and  if  the  warrant  was  issued  b;  the  order 
and  under  the  authority  of  the  House  in 
the  last  Session,  the  question  was,  whether 
or  not  Ihe  power  so  exercised  by  the  House 
had  not  been  put  an  end  to  by  the  proro- 
gation? If  the  Hou^e  entertained  any 
doubt  upon  the  subject,  they  should  let 
the  prisoner  have  the  benefit  of  the  doubt; 
and  he  hoped  that  they  would  adopt  the 
■nggesiion  of  his  light  hon.  Fiiend  oppo- 
site, and  agree  to  discharge  the  prisoner, 
because  then  they  would  be  in  a  condition 
to  discuss  this  question  calmly,  fully,  and 
fairly.  The  man  was  not  in  custody  for 
contempt,  but  for  disobedience  to  the 
orders  of  the  House,  so  that  the  House 
Gonld  have  no  dif&culty  in  dealing  with  the 
case.  He  had  purposed  to  more  for  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  legality  of 
such  warrants,  with  a  view  to  frame  an 
act,  if  necessary,  for  the  improvement  of 
the  present  law,  and  he  should  like  to  see 
a  clause  passed  which  would  relieve  the 
House  from  its  present  anomalous  position 
of  being  called  upon  by  a  committee  to 
decide  upon  cases  of  the  facts  of  which 
they  knew  nothing.  Something  had  been 
said  about  the  House  being  a  court  of 
appeal ;  it  could  not  be  a  court  of  appeal 
while  without  evidence  in  the  cases  re- 
ferred to  it.  Every  hon.  Member  must 
have  been  vexed  at  the  introduction  of 
sucb  questions  into  the  House,  seeing  that 
they  could  not  be  discussed  without  excit- 
ing feelings  and  language  that  must  be 
deplored.  Therefore,  everything  that  took 
place  with  r^ard  to  election  petitions  ought 
to  be  altogether  removed  from  the  House, 
["  Heir,  hear."]  He  hoped  be  was  not 
misnoderslood.  He  gave  no  opinion  upon 
the  question  whether  it  were  right  to  re- 
move these  matters  altogether  from  the 
House,  but  he  thought  they  should  be  re- 
moved altogether  from  the  body  of  the 
House.  Expressing  his  concurrence  ia 
the  proposition  of  his  hon.  Friend,  he 
woqIo,  if  the  House  consented  to  the  dis- 
chai^  of  the  prisoner,  give  notice  of  a 
motion  for  Monday  next,— 

"  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  practice  of  the  House  with 
regard  to  the  summoning  of  mtnesses  to  at- 
tend eltctioa  committees,  and  to  report  whe- 
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tb«r  any  end  what  alterations  in  the  present 
'    V  upon  the  subject  may  be  requisite." 

Sir  T.  Wilde  said,  he  agreed,  and  no 
doubt  the  House  would  agree  wiih  bis 
hon.  and  learned  Friend,  as  to  the  ap< 
pointment  of  a  committee  of  inquiry  into 
this  subject;  and  that  it  was  most  de- 
sirable that  acts  of  Parliament  relating  to 
lection  petitions  should  be  so  framed  as 
o  relieve  the  House  from  entering  on 
fuch  unsatisfactory  discussions  as  it  had 
recently  been  engaged  in.  With  regard 
to  the  powers  of  the  House,  the  act  had 
already  defined  them ;  because  it  was  clear 
that  only  so  much  of  the  authority  of  the 
House  as  had  been  withdrawn  did  it  cease 
to  possess :  but  all  the  originally  consti- 
tuted authority  it  ever  possessed,  and 
which  had  not  been  withdrawn,  it  still 
possessed  and  exercised,  and  it  was  under 
this  parliamentary  authority  that  the 
Speaker  had  acted  in  issuing  his  warrant. 
The  House  posaessed  an  inherent  power, 
which  remained  untouched,  and  was  per- 
fectly efficient  to  decide  upon  the  case 
before  it.  If  the  witness,  being  required 
to  produce  certain  papers,  failed  to  do  so, 
and  had  destroyed  them  or  placed  them 
out  of  reach,  he  was  clearly  guilty  of  a 
contempt  of  the  authority  of  the  House, 
and  liable  to  be  committed  to  prison. 
Much  ambiguity  and  difficulty  had  arisen 
from  calling  the  notice  to  produce  papers 
served  upon  the  witness  a  Speaker's  war- 
raut.  It  was  nothing  more  than  a  notice 
to  produce,  and  the  question  was,  whether 
that  document  being  signed  by  the  Speaker 
was,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  a 
reasonable  notice.  The  witness  had  not 
objected  to  the  notice,  nor  said  that  he 
had  not  received  reasonable  notice,  nor 
had  the  committee  reported  him  guilty  of 
contumelious  conduct,  but  that  he  did  not 
comply  with  the  Speaker's  warrant.  The 
form  of  the  report  of  the  committee  had 

f;iven  rise  to  the  question  as  to  the  lega- 
lly of  the  warrant ;  but  it  appeared  to 
him  that  hon.  Genllemeo  had  carried  it 
beyond  its  proper  limits.  If  the  com- 
mittee had  reported  that  the  man  had  mis- 
behaved himself  in  not  producing  the 
papers  required  of  him,  the  House  might 
have  been  spared  much  trouble  and  incon- 
venience. Tbey  would  have  seen  then 
whether  or  not  the  party  had  a  fair  and 
reasonable  opportunity  to  produce  the 
papers,  and  whether  his  reasons  for  not 
producing  tbem  were  snfficient  and  bond 
f^  reasoti*  or  not.    If  a  peiaon,  after  n- 
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with  each  other  tesded  much  to  incapaci- 
tate them  foe  coolness,  delibcTatwa.  and 
judgment.  He  should  vote  foi  the  dis- 
chnrga  of  the  prisoner,  becaute  he  thought 
that,  pending  the  iuquirj  which  hia  hon. 
Rud  learned  Friend  the  Solicitor-geoetal 


ceiviog  aacb  a  aolice,  might  think  he 
could  destroy  the  papen  by  putting  thani 
in  the  tiie,  or  could  tend  them  out  of 
reach,  and  justify  his  conduct  by  the  aver- 
meat  that  the  notice  was  issued  ia  that  or 
ia  this  Session,  and  therefore  was  of  no 
force,  it  was  easy  to  couceivs  what  would 
be  the  effect  of  the  act  of  Parliatneni. 
But,  suppose  the  commitiee  had  reported 
that  the  tnan  had  misbehaved  bimsetf, 
what  should  the  House  do  ?  The  act  di- 
rected : — 

"  The  chairman  of  the  conmittee  b;  iheir 
direction  may  at  any  time  report  to  tbe  Uousg 
for  the  interpoaition  of  the  authoritj,  or  of  the 
ceusure,  of  the  House." 

Not  for  the  judgment,  not  for  the 
opinion  of  the  House,  not  for  a  review  of 
the  matter  hy  the  House,  but  for  the  in- 
terpositioD  of  its  authority  or  censure : — 
what  did  that  mean  ?  It  inig;bt  require  the 
interpoaition  of  the  authoiity  in  only  one 
way — commitmeat;  or  it  might  require 
only  the  censure  of  the  House.  It  was 
for  the  House,  then,  to  say,  whether  cen- 
sure or  commitment  was  to  follow  as  the 
result  of  the  verdict  of  the  committee.  It 
always  gave  him  great  discomfort  to  hear 
hon.  Members  in  that  House  making  re- 
ference to  the  practice  of  the  courts  in 
Westminster- hall,  because,  whatever  de- 
ference they  were  disposed  to  pay  to  those 
legal  tribunals,  if  their  authority  were  ad- 
mitted in  the  case,  the  authority  of  Por- 
liaoient  would  be  limited.  The  rules  of 
the  courts  at  Westminster,  in  fact,  were 
not  applicable  to  the  practice  of  Parlia- 
ment, which  was  founded  upon  higher 
and  entirely  different  principles.  If  it 
should  turn  out  upon  ioquiry  that 
order  made  in  one  Session  ceased  to  be  of 
force  in  another,  which  he  doubted,  be 
would  still  protest  against  attempting  a 
remedy  by  a  new  act,  because  the  House 
had  power  to  make  staadiag  orders  in  one 
Session  to  govern  the  proceedings  of  that 
and  future  Sessions.  He  knew  of 
stitutional  reason  why  their  power  in  this 
respect  should  be  limited.  At  all  events, 
this  was  a  question  which  must  now  be  set 
at  rest,  and  he  knew  of  no  better  mode 
iban  that  su^ested  by  his  hon.  and 
learned  fViand.  Ha  thought  nothing 
could  be  more  wschierous  than  for  the 
Members  of  the  same  committee,  sitting 
on  both  aides  of  tbe  Honse,  to  rise  in  their 
places  aud  stale  opposite  views  of  the 
saoM  question.  Tbe  circumstance  of  hon. 
Meabers  beio^  tbua  brought  into  collision 


had  prepared,  ha  ought  not  to  be  retained 
in  custody.  He  had  no  doubt  upon  tfa« 
point  mooted  by  his  hou.  and  learned 
Friend ;  but  as  his  hon.  and  leaned 
Friend, — and  (here  could  not  be  higher 
authority— had  expressed  a  doubt  on  tbe 
subject,  he  would  not  oppose  the  inqairf 
'nich  was  suggested. 

Sir  C.  Napier  had  not  last  evening  as 
opportunity  of  replying  to  a  grave  clMrgc 
made  against  him  by  the  right  hoa.  Ba- 
ronet at  the  head  of  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. He  had  been  accused  by  the  right 
Baronet  of  having  endeavoured  te 
embarrass  the  Govemneat  by  bringing 
forward  a  motion  of  an  uoparalkeled  cha- 
racter— ["  0  rder."] 

Lord  ^fuAoii  rose  to  order.  He  appealed 
to  the  House  whether  it  was  fau  ia  the 
absence  of  tbe  right  hon.  Baronet  to  make 
any  observation  with  reference  to  what  had 
fallen  ftom  the  right  hoa.  Batonet  on  a 
previous  occasion. 

Sir  C.  Napier  begged  to  assure  the 
House,  that  in  the  course  whi^  be 
thought  proper  to  pursue  last  night,  it 
was  not  his  intention  either  to  ecabarraae 
the  Government,  the  House,  or  the  Sontb- 
ampton  Election  Committee ;  but  when 
he  heard  her  Majesty's  Attorney -general, 
the  highest  legal  aothoritv  in  the  House, 
state  that  he  bad  consulted  works,  and 
had  ransacked  acts  of  Parliament,  with  a 
view  of  solving  the  question  at  tssue,  and 
that  after  this,  the  conviction  on  bis  (the 
Attorney -general's)  tnind  was,  that  the 
warrant  was  illegal — when,  in  addition  to 
this,  he  heard  the  hon.  and  learned  Men- 
ber  for  Woodstock  expreas  a  similar  opio- 
ioa,  he  (Sir  C.  Napier)  thought,  that  the 
prisoner  oug^t  to  have  the  benefit  of  that 
doubt  and  be  discha^ed.  He  was  glad  to 
find,  that  what  was  considered  wrong  last 
night,  was  viewed  in  an  opposite  light  this 
afternoon.  Although  he  was  in  a  miuori^ 
of  thirteen  lost  cveatng,  it  now  appeared 
the  unanimous  opioion  of  the  House  that 
the  prisoner  shonld  he  discharged. 

Mr.  W.  0.  Stanley  said,  that  he  had 
not  yet  addressed  the  House  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  thought,  that  the  Membettef 
tbe  committee  ought  not  to  intrude  mme- 
ceasatily  tbeic  opiuena  m  iIm  Heiwe  Wlil 
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dingi  bid  beeo  brought  to  a ' 
conclMJOD.  Tbe  chainnBii  vm  the  proper 
panoB  lo  briog  the  lubject  before  tbe 
HsiiM,  He  could  BHure  bon.  Members, 
Uwt  Dcilber  bimHlf  nor  any  other  Mem- 
ber of  ths  comniltM  had  been  influanccd 
bj  auj  nadicxin  feeling  in  commitiing 
tb«  priconar  to  the  custody  of  tbe  Ser- 
gHat>at-Ama.  They  had  been  induced 
so  to  aclf  because  they  thought  the 
Speaker's  wamnt  had  beeo  treated  with 
dbreapeet. 

Hr.  Badingtim  tM,  that  he  should 
sttpport  ibe  motion  of  the  bon.  Member  for 
Woodst 


0  be  discharged. 

Hr.  C.  Wood  auggeited,  that  the  pri- 
sotKr  should  be  ordered  to  attend  the 
SoattuBipton  Committee  on  MondBv 
moitiing. 

The  Solicitor- Otneral  agreed  in  the 
propriety  of  the  suggestion. 

Ordered  accordiDgly — 

That  Mr.  MabiOB  do  attend  tha  Soadi- 
aaplOB  Commitlee  co  Monday  next. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS, 

JIfimday,  May  2, 1842. 


BaRIR^  AlfimMATIDllB.]  Loti  Dm- 
SMM  said,  U  WIS  hia  intntiM  to  beve 
■Bved  tbe  aeeoad  readiDg  «f  tbe  bill  to 
taafale  paraoM  bdongiag  to  tbe  seel  called 
Baptiats  to  aohatittite  afirmationa  for 
MtH  but  Bwce  the  bUI  bad  been  hid 
■pna  tbe  Table  be  Iwd  fbiuid  that  strong 
•bjactieu  were  entertaioed  againt  mak- 
ing tbe  Beaaure  a^tlicable  to  that  sect 
•loH^    He   hid  beea    fraqneatl;  uked 


wby  tbia  pririlege  abould  be  granted  to 
fiapdBts,  and  not  to  other  sect«  vbo  might 
entertaiu  tbe  same  scruples  in  regard  to 
the  takiog  of  an  oath.  Upon  principle 
he  had  found  great  difficulty  in  answering 
that  question.  His  reaam,  howerer,  for 
introducing  so  limited  a  prerisioD  bad 
been  a  deicxence  to  tbe  qnnum  that  bad 
been  expressed  by  their  Lordshipa  on  a 
former  oocaaion.  He  could  sot,  bowerer, 
abandon  an  object  which  he  cooceired  to 
be  of  great  importance  to  the  due  admiit- 
istration  of  justice,  and  be  Gelt  it  is  duty 
to  state  to  the  House  that  in  a  few  days 
he  should  iotroduoe  a  measure  by  which 
be  would  endeavour  to  include  the  case  of 
all  Christian  mea  who  entertained  seniles 
similar  to  those  which  be  had  purposed  to 
provide  for  in  tbe  case  of  tbe  Baptists; 
and  be  trusted,  that  when  tbe  UU  was 
before  tb«r  LerdabiM,  be  should  itot  be 
met  with  tbe  ottfectun  that  tbere  was  do 
security  that  tbe  parties  belonged  to  any 
particular  sect  at  all.  At  the  same  time, 
if  their  Lordships  objected  to  make  tbe 
measnre  general,  be  atiU  thought  that  the 
BaptiilB  were  entitled  to  tbe  relief  tbey 
sought,  and  the  bill  in  itB[»eaeut  shape 
mi^t  he  again  resorted  to.  He  might 
take  this  opportunity  of  stating,  that  the 
petitioa  of  the  laive  aad  respectable  body 
with  wbein  be  baa  been  in  comnunkatioo 


pies.  Tbey  did  not  seek  for  ao  exclusire 
pririi^e.  He  begged  leave  to  withdraw 
tbe  present  bill;  aad  in  a  few  days  be 
would  call  tbeir  i«rdsbips'  attention  to 
the  general  question. 

BaiBsar  at  ELicnoNB.^  Lord  Snug- 
ham  :  My  Lords,  1  rise  to  move  that  your 
Lordships  do  send  a  message  to  the  other 
House  of  Parliament  to  ask  for  the  com- 
municatioQ  from  tbem  of  the  reports  of 
tbeir  committees  upoa  three  elections,  the 
merits  of  which  had  been  referred  to  those 
comBBitteca  to  try.  The  votes  of  the  other 
House  show,  that  tbe  committees  have 
made  their  reports,  and  also  that  tbe 
House  of  Cemmoos  has  ordered  tbe  print- 
ing of  tbe  minutes  of  those  committees. 
Tbe  minntee  of  evidence  bare  been  spe- 
cially reported  to  that  House,  and  1  wish  to 
aik  KIP  the  communication  of  those  repmts 
and  minute*  so  received.  I  feel  that  it  is 
the  more  BcceBsary  iar  me  to  call  your 
Lordsh^is'  attentkw  to  the  subject  matter 
of  these  reports,  in  consequence  of  a  notice 
wbidi  I  gRTe  last  Sesuon,  and  which  I 
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believe  met  with  the  concurrencet  gene- 
rally epeakiug,  of  this  House,  tbat  1  should 
move  this  Session  far  the  appoiQtment  of  a 
comniittee  to  consider  tbe  bribery  laws — 
to  coaeider  whetber  the  practices  which 
have  lately  prevailed  were  in  violation 
of  those  laws,  and  to  consider  of  measures 
which  might  be  fittiag  to  adopt  for  the 
purpose  of  better  enforcing  them.  I  am 
frequently  asked  why,  in  redemption  of 
tbe  pledge  I  then  gave,  1  have  not  hi- 
therto called  the  attention  of  your  Lord- 
ships to  this  subject  My  answer  is,  that 
I  then  stated,  until  progress  should  be 
made  by  the  other  House  in  the  various 
election  petitions  which  appeared  by  the 
votes  to  be  pending,  and  which  were 
to  be  taken  into  consideration  this  Ses- 
sion,  it   would    be  tnespedient   to   enter 
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upon  the  inquiry.  Chiefly  for  this  reason, 
while  the  inquiries  were  carried  on  before 
these  committees  alio  intuitu,  I  deemed 
it  improper  to  enter  upon  the  inquiry 
here.  Already,  hoirever,  great  progress 
has  been  made  in  these  inquinea,  and 
it  appears  that  in  three  cases  committees 
have  reported  generally  against  tbe  places 
where  the  election  has  been  had.  It  ap- 
pears that  in  one  of  these  instances,  name- 
ly Ipswich,  there  is  a  general  report  that 
bribery  has  prevailed  —  that  in  another, 
namely  Sudbury,  there  u  not  only  a  ge- 
neral report  of  bribery  having  prevailed, 
but  a  strong  and,  I  believe,  I  may  accu- 
rately add,  an  unanimous  recommenda- 
tion by  the  committee  to  effect  tbe  dis- 
franchisement of  the  borough  on  account 
of  the  groGsness  of  the  bribery  and  ol 
its  universality.  I  must  call  tbe  atten- 
tion of  your  Lordships  to  the  great  im- 
portance and  gravity  of  this  question.  It 
la  in  contemplation  to  discuss  the  propriety 
of  the  disfranchisement  of  boroughs,  in 
consequence  of  the  prevalence  of  male- 
practices.  I  must  now,  therefore,  remind 
your  Lordships  of  tbe  very  remarkable 
circumstance  which  took  place  in  this 
House,  as  connected  with  this  question, 
some  years  ago,  namely,  in  the  year  1634, 
A  bill  reach^  your  Lordships  from  the 
other  House,  laying  down  a  general  course 
of  procedure  in  all  such  cases,  consti- 
tuting a  particular  form  in  which  Par- 
liament should  proceed,  with  a  view  to 
the  disfranchisement  of  a  borough/wheu  a 
charge  of  general  bribery  was  made.  It 
is  necessary  that  your  Lordships*  attention 
■bould  be  called  betimes  to  this  subject, 
because  we  know  well  that  the  course  of 
proceeding  in  ParliameDt  has,  generally 


speaking,  been  this — that  while  we  in  this 
House  have  for  the  first  three  or  four 
months  of  the  Session  little  or  no  legiaU. 
live  business  to  transact,  towards  the  end 
of  one  sitting  there  comes  up  from  the 
other  House  an  overwhelming  bulk  of 
measures  of  the  greatest  intportanoe,  the 
discussion  of  which,  and  the  deddon 
upon  which  is  of  necessity  crowded  into 
the  space  of  a  few  weeks,  and  indeed,  I 
should  speak  more  exactly,  if  I  lud  of 
a  few  days.  When,  therefore,  I  see  no- 
tices in  the  House  of  Commons  that 
such  a  measure  as  the  disfranchisement 
of  a  borough  is  likely  to  be  adopted  on 
account  of  bribery,  and  when  I  know 
that  these  measures,  all  teeming  as  they 
are  with  interest,  will  come  up  to  us  late 
in  the  Session,  and  on  the  very  eve  of  Par- 
liament being  prorogued,  I  think  I  have 
said  enough  to  satisfy  your  Lordships  ihat 
the  sooner  you  direct  your  attention  to  tbe 
subject  generally  the  more  expedient  for 
the  country,  and  the  better  for  the  due 
discharge  of  your  Lordships'  public  duties. 
Let  me,  then,  proceed  to  remind  your 
Lordships  of  what  took  place  in  this 
respect  and  with  this  view  in  the  year 
1834.  The  House  of  Commons  thai  sent 
up  to  your  Lordships  a  bill  which  had  pass, 
ed  through  their  Houte  apparently  without 
any  verv  great  attention  having  been  paid 
to  the  details— which  had  paswd  through 
that  House  without  any  very  great  atten- 
tion having  been  paid  to  the  ioevitable  con- 
sequence of  passing  that  measure;  for  it 
amounted  to  this,  Uiat  if  a  charge  of  gene- 
rat  bribery  should  be  made  t>efore  the 
Commons,  and  if  a  committee,  chosen  aa 
the  old  election  committees  were  under  tba 
former  set  of  Parliament,  should  be  em. 
panndled  to  discuss  the  charge,  and 
should  report  that,  in  their  opinion,  the 
charge  was  true — ^ijien,  not  by  a  bill,  not 
with  all  those  safeguards  against  mistakes, 
which  are  provided  by  the  various  stages 
of  a  bill,  but  simply  and  only  by  two  votes, 
one  in  tbe  one  House  of  Parliament,  and 
the  other  in  the  other  House,  and  then  by 
H Joint  address  to  the  Crown  from  the  two 
Houses,  the  disfranchisement  of  the  bo- 
rough should  at  once  be  effected.  I  had 
then  the  honour  of  occupying  that  Best, 
now  so  much  more  worthily  filled  by  my 
noble  and  learned  Friend,  end  I  at  once 
said  it  was  impossible  such  a  bill  should 
receive  the  concurrence  of  this  House,  tat 
it  would  come  to  this,  ihst  by  the  power 
a  majority  on  the  side  of  the  party  in 
power,  all  the  great  bonnif^a  is  Su^mi 
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might,  by  a  single  vote  of  the  House  on 
each,  be  diBfraDcIiised  in  a  day.  My  noble 
Friend  opposite  (Duke  of  WelliogtOD), 
and  my  noble  Friend  now  occupying  the 
high  utuation  of  Goreroor-general  of 
India,  concurred  iu  the  view  I  took,  that 
it  tras  impossible  for  your  Lordahipa  to 
entertain  a  meaaure  of  that  kind.  The 
noble  Dulce  then  considered  the  subject, 
and  made  a  suggestion  of  the  greatest 
value,  and  of  the  very  highest  importance ; 
and  he  requested  me  to  aid  him  in  putting 
that  m^estion  in  a  legislative  form..  1 
accordingly  prepared  a  »et  of  clauses  by 
way  of  amendment  or  alteration  of  the  bill 
on  my  noble  Friend's  plan,  but  with  some 
additions.  For  this  1  claim  out  the  least 
credit  to  myself,  for  the  principle  was 
my  noble  Friend's,  not  mine;  and  uinety- 
nine  parts  out  of  every  100  of  what  was 
valuable  belonged  to  him.  The  clauses 
thus  framed  which  I  suggested  were  re- 
referred  to  a  select  cnnmittee  up  stturs, 
which  sat  day  after  day  discussing  them. 
Sume  material  alterations  were  made  in 
the  course  of  thoee  discussions,  and  the 
.  clauses  were  ultimately  adopted  by  the 
committee,  reported  to  this  House,  and 
agreed  to  by  your  Lordships  with  an  una- 
nimity that  was  singular  upon  a  sub- 
ject so  likely  to  excite  dirermty  of  opinion, 
and  singular  as  considered  with  reteience 
to  a  subject  of  so  much  importance.  I 
believe,  that  every  one  of  the  clauses  was 
adopted  by  the  select  committee  without 
adivision,-and  they  were  likewise  agreed 
to  in  this  House  without  a  diviuon.  The 
whole  being  passed,  the  bill,  as  thus 
amended,  was  returned  to  the  other  House. 
In  that  shape  it  was  rather  a  new  bill 
than  an  amended  bill,  I  admit.  It  was  on 
that  account  exposed  to  the  same  objec- 
'tion  that  1  had  originally  uken  to  the 
measure  as  sent  up  from  the  House  of 
Commons,  that  by  a  single  rote  interests 
<rf  such  magnitude  were  to  be  diqwsed  of: 
for  by  the  parliamentary  form  of  proceed- 
ing the  Lords'  ameudments  would  hare 
been  agreed  to  by  a  single  vote  of  the  other 
House,  and  the  tnll  would  have  received 
the  foyal  assent  and  become  law  with  the 
tnaaldiscuaaions  in  all  the  stages.  1  could 
not  therefon  complain,  that  the  House  of 
Commons  postponed  the  coneidera^n  of 
the  bill  for  that  Session,  on  ^e  ground 
that  it  was  a  totally  new  measure ;  but  I 
will  venture  to  say,  that  at  the  time  those 
amendments  were  taken  into  consideration 
in  that  House)  no  objection  was  started  to 
tin  phut  BUggeited  by  my  noble  Frisod, 


framed  by  me,  adopted  by  the  select  commit- 
tee, agreed  to  by  your  Lordships,  and  by  you 
sentto  the  other  House.  No  objection  was 
taken  to  the  principle.  The  measure  was 
merely  postponed.  1  deeply  lament,  that 
that  postponement  has  continued  up  to  ibe 
present  time,  and  I  would  fain  hope,  from 
the  attention  given  by  the  other  House  to 
the  measure,  thus  framed  and  remitted  to 
them,  that  some  such  proposal  will  now 
be  brought  under  their  consideration.  It 
was  a  large  as  well  as  a  salutary  measure. 
It  was  a  measure  of  great  novelty  in  par- 
liamentary proceedings.  I  tbinK  it  was 
framed  upon  the  soundest  principle,  and  I 
believe,  that  the  adoption  of  the-prindple 
would  work  a  great  and  important  good. 
It  appointed,  that  as  often  as  a  chaige 
of  general  bribery  should  be  made  against 
a  place,  the  matter  of  that  charge  Mould 
be  referred  to  a  committee.— but  a  com- 
mittee <xinnstiDg  of  Members  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament;  a  joint  commit- 
tee of  twelve,  seven  of  them  being  axa- 
moneiB  and  five  being  Peers,  to  form  as 
it  were  a  jury  for  the  trial  of  the  ques- 
tion. But  this  was  not  all.  The  jury  was 
to  sit  and  try  the  case  under  a  pre- 
siding judge,  that  judge  being  one  of  the 
judges  of  England,  and  not  a  Member  of 
either  House  of  Parliament  And  to  that 
remedy,  in  my  dear  and  firm  opinion  will 
Parliament  in  the  end  be  obliged  to  come, 
after  they  shall  have  perhaps  made  one  or 
two  more  experiments  to  carry  on  such 
enquiries  within  their  own  body,  without 
other  assistance,  and  after  those  new  ex- 
periments shall  have  in  the  future,  as  they 
already  have  in  the  past,  and  up  to  this 
hour,  signally  failed.  It  was  then  pro- 
vided, that  sitting  under  the  presidency  of 
the  judge — that  judge  to  rule  all  questions 
of  law,  and  to  dupoae  of  all  queiilioas  of 
evidence  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  other 
judges  of  Westminster-ball,  and  a  return 
being  made  of  their  opinion,  affirming  or 
reveruog  as  the  case  might  be,  the  first 
judgment — a  special  verdict  should  then 
be  finind  by  this  court,  consisting  of  the 
judge  aud  miaed  jury,  and  that  the  ver- 
dict, setting  forth  all  the  ftcta,  should  be 
retomedasarecordtoboth  Houses  (rf  Par- 
liament, and  should  be  conclusive  and  biitd- 
ing  on  both  Houses,  as  to  all  the  facts  of 
the  case,  in  whatsoevA  proceedings  either 
House  might  think  fit  to  institute  against 
the  boroughtnrespectof  thechai^.  Then 
a  bill  was  to  be  brought  in,  and  that  bill 
was  to  run  the  course  of  all  other  legida- 
tire  meaauies :  it  was  to  b«  read  a  fint, 
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noond,  ukI  third  titaa,  to  be  oomnitted 

and  K^ortvd,  and  pawd.  All  tb«  etfk- 
goaida  wen  to  be  obaarred  and  kept  in  tbe 
cue  of  that  puticuUr  bill  u  ia  this  cms  of 
all  otbar  btlb,  but  the  facta  of  the  caae 
wen  to  be  ooneluded  by  the  retuin  of  the 
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judge  and  paillaiBeatary  jiir^,  and 
tfaon  heta  t«e  act  of  the  Legulatuiv  waa 
to  be  grounded  and  paaaed.  After  oace 
EDore  expreoeiw  my  opiiios  of  the  im- 
pfKtaaceand  vaTaeitf  thatiaeaMire^  Iha*e 


Bov  to  meatioa  why,  in  aaother  poiat  of 
vier,  I  fcel  it  to  h»  neeeaaary  that  your 
Ltsdahipe  at  preieat  abould  attend  to  this 
nutter.  We  Dare  beea  caUad  upon  for  our 
aaaent  two  aeread  lisMa  withui  tbe 
fcw  >GBra  to  biUa  aeat  up  from  the  other 
Houae  to  vegokte  the  pnxxedii^  vf  con- 
nitteeeen  coatrovertea  elettiooa.  Theae 
biUa  Bore  ajfect  theothei  Houae  than  youi 
UirdahipB.  The  down  and  the  Peerahan 
the  leaat  iMMiriiatp,  theleait  sear,  and  the 
leait  direct  iateraat  in  tbeae  matteie.  The 
Crawa  aad  Peers,  hanerer,  bara  that  in< 
teraet  wUch  naders  the  oonieat  of  both 
aecenaiT  to  aa  enactniMit.  Much  discua- 
aioD  toot  pUce  npoa  the  paaain^  of  that 
act.  My  agUa  and  leaivcd  Fnend  who 
pnpoaed  it  in  this  Houaa,  with  lua  usual 
abilitT  and  diatiartnesa,  with  that  dsaraaas 
aad  taat  farce  with  which  he  alwayaatalas 
Us  GM^  hroaght  hdbre  your  Lovdihipa  tha 
whole  BiaUar,  and  obtained  your  aaaauaoua 
coaeurreace.  He  ikvt  atated  tha  grouada 
upon  which  a  change,  and  a  great  change, 
in  the  lawof  eketionpetitioQiwaB  dcesaed 
deairaUe  1^  the  other  House.  Two  years 
after,  or  it  vichi  hg?e  been  in  tbe  year 
unmediately  (iwlowiiig,  sonse  altcsaUon  waa 
saade.  I  agreed  with  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend  that  thia  naeaaure  wa 
■napmremrat  in  the  law  aa  it  atood, 
theught  with  him  that  the  measure 
well  deriaed,  aad  there  was  CTery  ground 
to  hope  far  good  eSects  lesultiog  from  it. 
It  is  natonl  that  we  who  were  the  friaada 
of  that  meaaore-^t  ia  becoming  that  you 
whe  adopted  it  eo  our  reconuncndBtion — 
dioBld  niA  to  its  working  with  a  fiew  to 
ascertain  whether  we  were  wrong  in  the  U' 
pectatioas  we  thea  fbnied,  and  then  nised, 
with  anewtoascectaiawhetherexperiMace 
haa^t^  in  its  ferour — with  a  riew  to  diaoO' 
Ter  whether  it  has  been  acted  up  tt^^with 
a  riew  to  diaeorer  whathar  it  ms  had  &ir 
play — with  a  new  to  ascertain  iriwther  the 
unit,  if  faah  there  be>  were  with  ua,  who 
aapeclad  good  thlagt  fross  the  bill  if  we 
ahoaU  pose  it,  er  in  those  whe  were  to 
jhA  oat  tha  maasw^  and  whan  wvcfcing 


it  difierently  from  what  they  hava  doae 
possibly  might  hare  produced  the  icsoha 
we  had  a  right  to  expect.  Thtsefore  it  is 
that  I  think  it  beoomea  your  Lordahipa  to 
see  what  has  been  done  under  the  bill,  to 
which  at  tbe  desire  of  the  othac  Hooae  yaa 
gava  consent.  Again,  another  miasnia 
paaaed  latt  Sesaion  at  the  deaim  (rf  the 
HonasofConuMBS.    That  House  aenk  vp 

I  which,  settiag  forth  b  the  preamble 
the  axisting  law  waa  not  saBcasnt 

ist  bribery  at  electiaa,  Isid  down,  in 
four  terenl  ssctien%  aew  plaaa  fat  the 
purpeae  of  more  effectually  pi««Mitiag  it. 
Ihne  out  of  four  of  theaa  sectiona  pravsd 
to  be  of  euoh  a  aatuia,  to  be  habla  to  aueh 
iBDumershla  ol^eetions,  to  be  so  incso- 
aiatent  with  tbemaelTCS,  to  be  »  vcpagaaat 
to  all  principlB,  and  lo  oppoeed  to  the 
fiindaaaental  rights  of  the  people,  to  he  ao 
nttorly  at  variance  with  tbe  aacred  rulca 
which  guide  the  adminiatratieu  cfjustioo, 
that  I  foi  nd  no  difficulty  ia  prevailing  np«« 
your  Lofdsh^n  to  reject  tiiesa  thiee  eaect- 
meats.    But  tbe  fourth  seotioa  steed  wpon 

reutgreunia.  It  appeared  to  be  wall 
Gootrired  for  its  purpose,  and  to  be  i 
ooatrsst  to  the  merits  or  lathw  £ 
of  the  others, 
coaaideratMHi,  aad  i 
part  of  a  neUe  aad  leaned  Vtimi  «r 
mia^  whom  I  now  eee  ia  hia  place 
(Lord  Abinger),  we  paseed  it  and  it  be- 
casM  the  law  ef  the  tend.  ItH,ofoc 
natural  that  we  who  kat  Seadon 
that  aneaaar^  with  a  new  to  tbe  e 
which  were  then  immediatdy  afterwards  to 
take  place,  and  it  ie  ska  expedint,  that  we 
■heald  aee  bow  that  maesnra  has  worked, 
and  abare  all  haw  tbe  House  of  CoanoM, 
who  sent  up  the  measure,  to  part  at  whiclt 
we  gare  oar  cootent,  bat  froat  the  lettdoe 
with^d  our  coDCorrsBce,  have  acMd  under 
that  measure.  I  think  it  ie  in  nun  todeay, 
upon  tbe  pnoeedien  which  the  vnlea  rf 
the  other  Houn  of  PartiaBent  Aow,  that 
both  these  mcasnreshaie  been  at  least  Vf 
fortunate  in  their  foto  in  that  House; 
that  unhapfdly— I  speak  with  all  defrrenae 
and  respect  for  the  other  Hoosa— that  sa- 
hsMiily  certaM  ^nigais  hare  prerailcd, 
and  certain  news  beea  rotertwned  aad 
acted  iqMM,  whu^  bare  not  tended  ta  giia 
to  the  measure  which  yow  Lordships^  at 
the  desire  of  the  Heaae  of  Cemi—aa,  as- 
aented  to,  a  reaeoaaUe  dunce  ef  predaaag 
aay  tery  coaaiderable  goad,  or  perfa^al 
«4ht  mere  correctly  to  any,  cf  prediidag 
any  part,  bowerer  eBnll,  af  tut  bcneit 
wwdb  it  was  fondly  Jsofted  tha  aaoasBie 
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vooM  rekKie.  Tbe  plan  wliM  wt  w«re 
dosind  to  ooander.  whieh  mj  noUe  lud 
lnu«ed  Friaid  diacuaied  with  mt,  ud 
whiohi  npoQ  aMtuie  ansidendioa,  becuM 
Itw  u  Mir  iutiguioD— the  pUn  chalked 
not  Irf  the  other  Houae,  am  test  up  to 
your  Lsidihlpa,  coassted  of  the  appmnt- 
laeat,  at  the  b^Dntng  of  each  SeMkn, 
of  KM.  Menben  of  that  Houie,  who  were 
tft  fcm  a  oMBmitlee  of  adectHHi.  These 
aix  Membeia  vere  to  cbooae,  io  the  fint 
placaf  a  panel  of  chainneD;  and  in  the 
neat  fdaee,  t»  eheoae  in  each  parUcular 
■MtaMB  mx  Heaiben  to  form  a  com- 
mittee, whieh  sis  Mesabers,  litliag  under 
eae  of  the  chairraeD,  were  to  diipose  of 
the  BMrita  sf  aa  ekctkm  petition.  This 
■a,  in  riMvt,  the  meason  that  we  agreed 
to,  and  froD  which  I  think  we  had  a 
right  to  eixpect  green  improvcaaMt  In  the 
AnMr  deetie*  pnctica.  The  raanaer  in 
which  the  House  of  Commons  ia  its  wis- 
doH  thoi^bt  fit  to  act  under  this  bill, 
ia  aaUtwra  i— The  Speaker—I  now  speak 
iram  the  Telea— the  Bpeak»  names  six 
laeahinaaa  a  comiaittee  of  eelectioo.  The 
ntea  of  tbe  House  of  Commoqa  gira  na 
BOW  an  omortuaity  of  aacertaimng  the 
oowae  whKn  tbe  Members  td  that  House 
thiak  it  thor  duty  to  pursue.  It  haa 
pleased  the  House  of  Coaavons  of  Ute 
yeara  ta  piiat,  aa  a  part  of  their  Tstaa, 
the  names  of  all  tbe  Merabera  who  rote 
in  eadi  difisiei).  This  is  a  great,  and 
■any  thiak,  a  aalutary  innovation  upon 
the  praetice  of  fbrster  times;  aooie  look 
it  aa  a  kortfal  cae,  but  that  is  a 
iqian  irtiich  I  wUl  not  now  stop 
IS  eaicr.  Tbe  namea  of  all  Members 
that  Tola  on  each  divinaB  are  printed, 
end  thnr  eonstitnenta^  and  rour  Lord- 
ahipa,  and  tbe  world  at  lai^,  have 
thiiB  tfce  meaaa  of  kaowiw,  on  the 
Jaee  of  the  totea  tbcnnelTca^  kow  ereiy 
MrtabsJ  of  the  Houae  of  ComsMms  votes 
e*  ererj  separate  oecasioD.  From  this 
■raetio*  there  utueiearily  fiiUowa  a  chuti- 
Seadrai  of  Meabei»-fbr,  if  you  find  ni 
tbsea  vatea  tbe  same  Meaibera  ahraya  vo»> 
lag  tagatbat,  von  aatunlly  conchide  there 
'b  same  pacuiartty  distingaiihiog  them, 
somtiiiwsity  wbnvbj  they  may  be  known 
ftnai  atlwrs  and  dassed  in  an  order  of  a^ 
rangaasent.  When  yon  sea  that  the  aaase 
Menheiaara  ahrap  laoeided  aa  roting  Cor 
ibt  laeasnraa  ^opeondsd  by  tbe  Gorem* 
■nt  gf  the  day,  end  that  other  Meni- 
kta  as  ianriaby  vote  against  the  asea- 
Burea  aa  {nopoundad,  it  ia  not  without 
fcwnJatiaa  that  an  apiniea  gata  abroad 


that  there  is  suck  a  thi^  aa  Jiatty,  and 
tliat  party  conaidentiooi  inflnence  tbe 
votes  of  the  other  House.  Now,  I  find 
that  the  Speakw,  called  upon  to  nasae 
those  nx  Membm  as  a  coounittee  of  selec- 
tion, cboeaea  three  Members  who  an 
always  found  ranged  among  sappratea 
of  the  Gorernment,  and  thne  H«nb«a 
who  are  as  invariiUily  found  ranged  among 
its epponents ;  andtoleavenodoabttfaatit 
ia  with  some  ludi  view  that  the  anangv- 
meat  is  made,  tbe  namea  on  this  oommittae 
(tf  selection  are  plaeed  altemativdy ;  tbe 
first  is  a  Govemraeat  Member,  tbe  second 
an  of^mition  Member,  the  thlid  a  Goven- 
ment  Member,  the  fourth  an  oumnliM 
Member,  tbe  fifth  a  Gwestiraeot  Uerober, 
and  the  sistb  an  i^tposition  Member. 
This  cmnmittee  of  elttors,  aa  our  ancsatars 
would  have  deaignated  them,  are  dnn 
called  on  to  elect  w  Members  to  form  tbe 
dection  committee,  and  in  this  they  pro- 
ceed on  the  same  principle  on  which  the 
selection  of  themeclvee  was  made.  Fifteen 
nilteea  have  abmdybeeo  choeen,  and  1 
find  that  each  consists  of  tkiae  ministerial 
and  thne  qipositnn  Members,  also  dioeea 
alternately— the  first  a  ministerial,  the 
Bsoond  an  ofipontioo  Membeiv  the  third 
again  a  ministerial  Member,  and  so  on ; 
and  that  no  doubt  auy  remain,  to  prevent 
even  tbe  possibility  of  a  doidit,  for  what 
punwse,  and  with  what  view  the  i^eice  ia 
made,  twdve  cburmen  are  selected,  not 
alternately  indeed,  but  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple as  the  committees  tbemeelvee,  namdy, 
na  ministerial  and  sis  o^Hieitien  Members 
are  chosen  as  chairmen.  Tbe  censsquenoe 
of  all  this  is,  that  eecfa  committee  ia  eom- 
poaed  of  four  members  of  tbe  one  party, 
and  of  three  of  the  other  party ;  aad  yoo 
have  thus  a  covtt  of  jnitiee  of  tbe  highest 
order,  a  court  of  judicature  appunted  to 
oonaido'  questions  of  tbe  hwheet  import- 
ance —  ^uestione,  compered  with  whidi 
ninet;y-aine  caaes  in  a  hundred,  nay,  999 
caass  in  every  thousand,  ef  those  diiyeasd 
of  befora  onrjudgeaaad  juriee  by  thecom- 
naen  hiw  ef  the  laod  sink  into  utter  iasig- 
nUeance,  whether  we  consider  the  grav^ 
otth*  stake,  or  tbe  Tchemence  esdted  by 
part)r  spirit.  A  court  <rf  judicature  is  form- 
ed vrith  fbnr  judges  bekuing  to  one  party, 
and  three  to  tbe  other,  aireolemBly  sworn, 
well  and  truly,  upon  their  saered  oaths, 
to  try  tbe  merits  of  tbe  petition  before 
them.  I  cannot  help  regarding  thia  as  a 
moat  astounding  oaurae.  What  is  it  mere 
or  lem  than  to  say  that  they  antpect  that 
thoiB  msD  art,  not  acoaading  la  their  aalfca 
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but  Mcndioff  to  conrideratioos  of  part;  i 
There  muBt  oe  suspicioD,  for  nolbing  len 
can  account  for  such  a  sfBtetn  of  choice. 
But  if  yoa  promulgate  an  opinion  that  you 
believe  men  capable  of  luch  offences — if 
you  begin  by  blasting  their  characten,  you 
go  more  than  half  way  towarda  rerifying 
your  Buspidon.  I  do  not,  of  course,  apply 
my  remarks  to  such  meu  as  these ;  but  in 
the  case  of  other  men,  if  they  are  once 
marked  out  as  suspected,  they  wiU  gene- 
rally be  prone  to  earn  the  wages  after  pay- 
ing the  price ;  they  will  not  be  suspected 
for  nothing.  I  should  have  liked  (to  have 
seen  skilful  and  learned  men  placed  in 
the  chair  of  these  committees,  and  when  1 
gave  my  rote  for  the  bill  I  expected  that 
such  men  would  hare  been  selected.  I 
expected  to  see  the  committeea  presided 
over  by  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  pro- 
fession of  the  law  and  distinguishea  by 
their  legal  knowledge.  Is  the  House  of 
Commons  to  derive  no  beneGt  from  the 
copta  pertiomm— from  the  presence  within 
its  walls  of  the  most  skilful  member*  of 
the  proreaaioo?  Yet,  I  cannot  find  in  the 
lists  of  these  committees  any  chairmen 
whose  name*  are  known  in  WestminBter- 
hall.  There  may  be  among  them  men  who 
are  known  there,  but  then  they  must  have 
been  known  there  before  my  tirae,  or 
must  have  become  known  since  my  time. 
It  might  be  a  loss  to  so  many  eminent 
men  were  they  dioeen  to  preside  over 
committees  of  the  House  of  Commons; 
but  if  they  felt  they  had  a  puUic  duty 
to  discharge,  1  am  persuaded  they  would 
be  the  last  men  to  refuse  to  discharge 
that  duty.  I  now  come  to  another  ques- 
tion. In  how  many  cases  has  the  oeci- 
Bton  been  Kcording  to,  and  in  how  many 
cases  has  it  been  contrary  to,  the  party 
politicsofthemajorityf  There  bavebeen 
ten  cases  of  contested  elections)  which  have 
led  to  the  unseating  of  the  sitting  Mem- 
bers. I  know  it  is  an  (pinion  in  West- 
minster-hall, that  if  a  case  is  to  be  tried 
by  a  prejudiced  judge,  it  is  better  that  it 
should  be  tried  by  one  judge  than  by  seven. 
As  the  case  now  stands,  the  party  that  has 
an  adversary  in  the  chairman  knows  that 
that  adversary  is  backed  by  three  other 
polidcaladTertaries;  whereas,  if  that  chair- 
maa  sat  alone,  he  would  be  likely  to  feet  a 
heavier  degree  of  responsibility,  and  would 
be  more  likely  to  give  the  case  a  full  and 
impartial  heanng.  I  throw  out  this  merely 
as  an  opinion  entertained  in  Westminster- 
hall,  and  come  now  to  the  question  I  hare 
uked,  u  to  the  resuU  of  tbeae  selections. 


There  have  been  ten  committees  m  can> 
tested  elections  that  have  ended  in  unaeat- 
ing  the  sitting  Members,  and  in  seatiDg 
the  petitioners.  I  apply  again  to  tbe  teat 
of  the  votes  of  tbe  House  of  Commons  to 
ascertain  in  how  many  cases  tbe  dedaion 
has  been  according  to,  and  in  bow  many 
cases  it  has  been  contrary  to,  tbe  pdi- 
tics  of  the  majority.  In  nine  cases  out 
of  ten,  has  the  decision  been  according 
to  the  politics  of  the  majority.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  in  all  those  cases  tbe  com- 
mittees came  to  a  conscientious  judgment ; 
I  do  not  for  an  instant  sospect  that  the 
politics  of  the  majority  interfered  in  any 
one  case  with  the  decision  of  the  cob»- 
mittee.  For  aught  I  know  tbe  commit* 
tees  may  in  every  instance  have  beea 
unanimous  in  their  deciaion — there  maj* 
not  hare  been  a  dugle  division  among 
them ;  but  it  has  often  been  said,  end  it 
cannot  be  too  often  repeated,  not  only 
should  justice  be  pure,  but  she  should 
also  be  unsuspected,  and  I  would  ask  any 
man  who  calmly  coniiders  the  structute  a£ 
those  courts  ot  justice,  the  manuez  in 
which  each  of  them  is  studiously  fbrmed 
with  a  view  to  the  party  afiectiona  ot  the 
Judges,  the  fact  that  the  judges  are  them- 
selves parties  to  the  actions  they  have  to 
try,  and  that  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  tbe 
decisions  have  been  according  to  the  party 
views  of  the  majority — I  would  ask  tboae 
who  have  calmly  reflected  on  tbe  recorded 
rotes  of  the  House  of  Commons,  wbetber 
the  decisions  to  which  these  committees 
have  come,  can  do  otherwise  than  create, 
I  will  not  say  a  doubt,  but  at  least  some 
hesitation  as  to  the  perfect  purity  of  the 
tribunals^  In  these  committees  it  hsa 
been  customary,  time  out  of  mind  to  deli- 
berate with  closed  doors.  I  do  not  object 
to  that,  but  the  committees  have  now  gone 
a  step  further;  because  they  have  coo- 
cealed  their  votes  when  the  House  baa 
published  the  lists  of  its  decisions.  Tbey 
give  their  decisions  puUicIy,  but  with- 
out letting  it  be  known  how  the  di%r- 
ent  Members  of  the  court  have  voted. 
They  may,  in  every  instance,  have  been 
unanimous,  or  tbey  may  have  decided 
every  case  by  the  narrowest  majority 
of  four  to  three,  according  to  their  party 
politics.  Nor  do  they  assign  any  rea- 
sons for  their  judgment.  It  would  be  aome 
check  upon  tbe  committee,  if,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course,  the  minutes  c^  all  their  pn>- 
ceedings  were  printed,  and  made  known. 
The  judges  of  the  land  do  not  hold  it  to 
,  be  incooBiatent  with  their  duty,  or  beneeth 
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tbnr  dignityt  to  let  tli«r  conntiymen 
IcDow  on  what  grounds  tfaef  form  their 
judgment;  the  judgM  do  not  think  it 
inconsiatent  with  their  dutr,  or  below 
their  dignity,  to  suign  reaaoDS  for  their 
judgment,  tor  it  is  on  reason  that  they 
expect  the  autfaority  of  their  dedaions  to 
rest.  Not  u  these  coromitteei,  with  three 
party  men  on  one  aide,  and  three  party 
men  on  the  other,  and  with  a  party  chair- 
man to  preside  over  them.  Though  in 
each  qneation  that  comes  before  them 
some  [mrty  interest  is  involved,  that  is  some 
interest  of  them,  the  judges,  they  wrap 
themselves  and  the  motives  of  their  deci- 
sions in  myateiTj  and  would  deem  it  de- 
rogatory to  their  disnity  if  they  were  to 
Jet  the  world  know  how  they  have  voted, 
or  if  thev  irere  to  nve  any  reason  for  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  voted.  This 
■VBtem,  I  have  not  the  least  doubt,  is  one 
that  cannot  last  It  wiU  become  necessary 
that  these  cases  be  dealt  with  judicially, 
by  tribunals  composed  of  persona  uncon- 
Dected  with  party.  So  long  as  the  judges 
OMitiDue  to  be  Members  of  the  other  House 
of  hrliament,  ao  long  it  will  be  absolutely 
necessary  that  this  anomaly  should  con- 
tinue—namely, that  we  shall  have  a  court, 
alt  the  judges  of  which  are  parties  in  the 
cause,  yet  against  whose  judgmmt  there 
is  no  appeal.  My  Lords,  I  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  stating  it  as  my  opinion,  that 
this  must  be  tite  result  of  all  experi- 
meota  having  for  tbeir  object  to  leave  tbe 
dedeion  of  vine  cases  to  a  committee  of 
tbe  House  of  Commons ;  and  to  those  who 
ny  that  tbe  House  of  Commons  will  never 
part  with  their  jnriediction  in  such  mat- 
ters, I  would  answer  that  this  remark 
might  have  been  made  previously  to  the 
year  1770  j  but  since  that  year,  when  the 
Grenville  Act  was  passed,  an  act  that 
was  perhaps  one  of  the  greatest  improve- 
ments ever  made  in  legislation,  the  as- 
sertion is  no  longer  to  be  adroittecl.  That 
very  Qrenville  Act  took  away  the  juris- 
diction from  Ibe  House  of  Commons,  and 
rested  it  in  a  separate  court — a  court  of 
which,  it  is  true,  the  Members  were  all 
to  be  Members  of  the  Houm  of  Commons ; 
hut  the  House  of  Commons  itself  from 
that  time  parted  entirely  with  ita  juris- 
diction. I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to 
all  the  attention  of  your  Lordships  to 
these  matters,  and,  through  your  Lord- 
ships, the  attention  of  the  other  House  of 


Parliament.     One    thin, 


I   mutt   be 


stated.     By  the  act  which  governa  these 
committees,  tbey  nere  called  on  to  report 


vhether  the  sitting  member  or  the  can- 
didate had  any  knowledge  of  the  acts  of 
bribery  charged  against  his  agents.  Now, 
we  have  had  three  or  four  cases— at  any 
rate  we  have  had  two— in  which  general 
bribery  is  declared  to  have  prevailed,  and 
in  bou  cases  the  sitting  members  have 
been  unseated,  but  no  statement  has  been 
made  as  to  whether  the  members  or  the 
c«ndidates  had  or  had  not  any  know- 
ledge of  the  bribery  practised  on  their  be- 
half 1  will  not  ntow  detain  your  Lord- 
ships longer  on  this  subject,  but  1  affirm 
that  it  will  become  the  duty  of  yoor  Lord- 
ships, as  guardians  of  the  purity  of  Parlia- 
ment, as  guardians  of  the  existence  of  our 
miied  constitution — I  xay  it  will  become 
yuur  absolute  and  bounden  duty  to  prose- 
cute this  inquiry,  and  to  investigate  the 
profligate  bribety  and  corruption  that  have 
prevailed  ;  and  with  this  view  I  shall  now 
conclude  by  moving, — 

"  That  a  Menage  be  sent  to  the  Honse  of 
Commoni  to  request  a  commuoicatioti  of  the 
evidence  taken  before  tbe  Sndbuty,  the  Ipt- 
wicb,  and  tbe  Ureat  Matlow  election  cont- 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  having  been 
aware  that  his  noble  and  learned  Fnend 
was  about  to  bring  his  motion  before  their 
Lordships,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  mske 
smne  inquiries  in  another  quarto-,  the  re- 
sult of  which  led  him  to  inegine  that  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  was  not  likely  to 
get  anything  by  his  motitm.  He  h<med 
that  he  had  said  enough,  without  entenng 
into  particulars,  to  induce  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Lord  Bnmgham  referred  to  a  similar 
message  sent  to  the  House  of  Commons  in 
1837  as  asufficientprecedent  to  justify  the 
present  motion.  The  noble  and  learned 
Lord  WAS  understood  to  intimate,  however, 
that  he  should  not  persevere  with  his  mo- 
tion after  what  had  fallen  from  his  noble 
and  learned  Friend  on  the  Woolsack. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  had  made  inquiry 
on  the  subject,  and  he  believed  it  was 
not  likely  that  an  answer  would  be  given 
to  the  message  pronosed,  such  as  would 
please  the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  or  for- 
ward the  object  be  bad  in  view. 

The  Earl  of  tVkklotv  could  not  under- 
stand how  they  were  to  discuss  and  deli- 
berate on  any  measure  sent  to  them  from 
the  other  House  for  correcting  these  erils 
which  had  been  ao  ably  detailed  by  bis 
noble  and  learned  Friend,  unless  they 
were  in  Dosaeasion  of  the  information  upon 
which  tnat   measure  was  founded.     He 
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bvrted,  ifMMf  mmIi  meuuK  ihould  be  sent 
ts  tbem  from  the  oUmt  House,  that  hia 
noUe  Bud  iMrtied  FimdcI  would  bnng  tot- 
wnd  hia  netioD  agnui. 

VinoUBt  Ctmltritirif  nid,  that  hU  mo- 
Ua  and  leuned  Frieaa,  in  taking  the  r^ 
port  of  tke  committee  io  rafereooe  to  ficti- 
tioiM  TOtei  in  tlio  yew  1837,  aa^d  for  by 
that  HoiM^  at  a  precedeat  for  his  present 
BotioB,  mustreculect  that  that  committee 
had  been  appointed  with  the  view  of  get- 
ling  infonnatioD  upon  which  legislative 
praceadinn  were  to  he  taken.  Ha  quite 
agraad  with  what  bii  noble  and  learned 
Friend  itated  respecting  the  Grenrille 
Act ;  and  that  Um  Hoaie  of  Commnne 
Goald  not  interftre  in  thoae  election  com- 
mitteee  by  n^ettioii,  by  iaBtructioo,  hy 
ooturaeotaiy  upon  their  ooune  of  proceed- 
ing,  or  in  any  way  whaterer.  It  «u  true 
then  wars  apecial  caaes  in  whidi  a  motion 
has  been  submitted  hy  a  committee  to  the 
Home,  and  there  the  matter  has  been  be- 
fore the  Hotiae.  The  minutH  of  the  onm- 
mittee  have  then  been  before  the  Houae 
withariew  to  aome  legldativs  proceed- 
ing, which  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
miilce  itself  diould  be  resorted  to )  but 
the  House  has  never  concurred  in  auch  a 
BotioD  without  an  ezpreaa  intention  of 
twooseding  in  that  particular  caae  by  legia- 
iatire  prMesding.  Then,  if  the  Houk  of 
CfflnnMOa  proceeded  to  dtsfrandiiBe,  or  to 
daal  in  any  other  way  with  a  corrupt  bo- 
rough, that  could  only  be  done  by  a  legia- 
lativa  Dxaanrai  and  sudi  a  meaaura  moat 
oome  up  to  that  Houae,  and  with  it  all  tba 
iofomatioo  of  whick  the  Houae  of  Com- 
mona  waa  in  poaaeatioti  with  ralation  to  it. 
The  MOM  thing  took  place  with  respeet  to 
the  report  on  fietitiooa  ntea.  The  oom- 
mittes  were  instntcted  to  pre  information 
to  the  Honae  of  Comnona  aa  to  the  eiiat- 
enoa  of  the  practioe,  and  with  a  view  to  a 
legialative  care.  It  was  clear  that  that 
House  must  concur,  or  the  cure  oouid  not 
be  effected.  Hit  nohleand  learned  Friend 
had  said,  that  it  might  be  a  uiefiil  check 
upon  the  proceedings  of  election  commit- 
taea  if  their  minutes  were  alwaya  laid  be* 
five  the  HouBC)  and  were  accessible  to  the 
country.  It  might  be  so,  bnt  before  that 
conid  be  done  there  must  be  an  altention 
at  the  tot  ol  Parliament  for  that  purpose. 
The  HousettfCommenafidtgreat  jealousy 
and  delicacy  about  interfering  with  the 
nowen  (£  ita  committsea  nven  by  act  of 
Parliament ;  and  he  was  Uorougoly  co" 
vinced,  jnd^ng  from  an  experience  of 
abprt  (bmtMM  wliilat  ho  had  tiw  botunii 


of  filling  the  Chair  of  the  Heoae  ef  Ctm- 
moBB,  uat,  if  a  massage  waa  eent  by  tUa 
Houae  to  the  House  of  CoowMn^  it  woald 
receive  a  most  drilrepiy,  stating,  that  the 
Houee  would  asnd  an  answer  £r  msssm 
gen  of  its  own,  but  Iw  was  theroogUy 
persuaded  that,  whatever  might  be  dm 
duntion  of  the  Session,  tlwy  would  never 
find  time  to  dematch  tbor  maeaengera. 
He  thought  that  the  matter  ot  the  maaaage 
which  hia  noble  and  leaned  Frioild  meant 
should  be  acnt  waa  utterly  insignificant  in 
comparison  with  the  magmtDoe  of  the 
Btatemant  be  had  made,  in  great  part  of 
which  he  entirely  concurred  f  but  aa  did 
not  think,  if  they  got  no  further  aiiaeiii 
to  the  message,  that  hia  nsbla  and  leatMed 
Friend  woula  find  that  be  had  advaaced 
one  single  step  in  the  great  undertaking 
which,  ha  rejoiced  to  hear,  his  noble  and 
learned  Frieud  had  loaded  himself  with. 
He  thought,  in  a  matter  of  audi  im- 
mense public  importance,  if  only  con- 
fined to  the  great  enl  which,  aa  hia  naUe 
and  learned  ^end  bad  said,  was  d«Bonl« 
iaing  the  pec^le,  who  were  led  to  think 
thatif  it  produced  no  danger  to  them  tbM« 
was  no  positive  harm  in  it,  that  it  vna  « 
sort  of  equitable  juggle ;  he  thongfat  tint 
any  thin^  that  could  remedy  ao  ^reat  aa 
evil  waa  important.  But  in  dieclung  thin 
evil,  hia  noble  and  learned  Friend  Knew 
the  great  jealousy  of  the  House  cf  Ooa- 
mons  as  to  their  privilem,  and  aa  to  tbefa- 
right  to  be  judga  of  ueic  own  law,  and 
nothing  would  be  mora  wise  than,  in  wtj 


great  and  benefidal  measare.  Ha  should, 
therefore,  deeply  regret  if  any  step  shoald 
be  taken  which  mi^t  eicite  a  feding  of 
jealousy  in  the  other  House,  or  in  any  way 
break  in  upon  the  cordiality  snbaistiBg 
between  the  two  Honsos  than  whieh* 
nothing  would  help  his  nobis  and  learned 
Friend  more  through  the  nigged  path  be 
would  have  to  travel.  Ha,  therefor^ 
strongly  urged  him  not  to  prem  hia  motion. 
Ldrd  Brougkam  said,  that  no  authwity 
could  be  higher  than  that  of  kia  noUe 
Friend  who  had  juat  apokau}  but  in  thia 
caaa  a  legislative  proceeding  liad  com* 
menced.  "  We  rep^  bribery,"  said  tlw 
committee,  "and  we  reoommend  you  to 
dtsfiancbise  the  borough."  A  leguladve 
proceeding  had,  therefore,  commeoced. 
The  noble  Viaoount,  however,  aatd,  "  Wait 
till  the  bill  comea  here."  But  Uiat  waa 
not  done  in  the  fictitietu  rolea  caae.  He 
waa  indiued  ts  believe  that  at  tke  tim» 
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the  CoBiMM  nut  m  to  tbeir  Londsliipi 
tiie  I^MHt  QpoB  fictituoB  voto*  BO  ipt«r 
tioB  *  ud  been  aDnouneed  of  iotrodacing 
la^uUtin  MUMuw  oo  that  nbjaeb.    Cer- 

tun  it  u  that  the  report  of  that  committM 
ia  18S7,  was  conmitted  hj  the  Commons 
one  week  after  it  had  beea  made.  How- 
ever, he  ahoald  yield  to  the  opinioDB  of 
othm,  and  sot  nreas  hii  motion. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

Houte  adjonned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

Monday,  May  2, 1842. 


r-  mi  pMHdi— AidNMU  Hvtoui  i  SL  n>Sft  (BtU- 
rtmtiam  Pi«w»ti»>      Bj  Hr.  PowcB.  ftoi  BtOmti 
a  itf  lb*  Tolb  da  WilBkn,  nd  lh(  wtv  Biidffi. 


ton,  teChnnh 


Thb  Psoriyi  Chaeter— Petition.] 

SA  Fuitioa  from  the  working  da«es 
inHighout  the  kingdom,  of  the  pi«Mnt«- 
ttoo  or  which  Mr.  Thomas  Duncombe  had 
prarionily  given  notice,  wai  luronght  down 
to  the  Hotiie,  by  a  proceniDn  conBisting  of 
a  rait  multitude.  Ita  bulk  waa  ao  great, 
that  the  doon  were  not  wide  enough  to 
admit  it,  and  it  waa  neoeosary  to  unrol  it, 
to  cany  it  into  the  Houte.  When  un- 
rolled. It  apfeod  orar  a  great  part  of  the 
floor,  and  roee  above  die  level  of  the 
TaUe.] 
Ml-  r.  Jhmeomke,  la  prMntUg  it  to 


the  Home,  aaid,— >Lo(diing  at  the  vHt 
proportiom  of  this  petition--lo<Aing,  too, 
at  tm  importance  attadiiDg  to  it,  not  only 
from  the  matter  it  contains,  bat  from  the 
mlllionB  who  have  eigned  it,  1  am  quite 
iatis6ed,  that  if  i  were  to  asli  the  Hooaa 
to  nlax  the  rulea  which  it  haa  laid  down 
to  govern  the  preaentation  of  petitiona,  it 
would  grant  me  the  indulgenoe;  but  aa  I 
have  givm  notice  of  a  motioB  ftr  to-mor- 
row, uat  the  petitioD  lAoald  be  taken  Into 
Uie  aerioui  oonridnaUoo  of  the  House,  and 
that  thoae  who  liave  aigned  it,  abtmhl  by 
tbur  couoeel  and  agenta,  be  lieard  at  the 
BarofyourHouae,  in  support  of  the  all^ 
gations  which  the  petition  oontaiea,  I  AalX 
not  aak  the  Hooae  to  grant  ma  diat  indul< 
genoe,  but  will  keep  mysdf  atrictly  within 
the  limits  which  nave  been  laid  down  fat 
the  presentation  of  all  petitiouL  I  bag 
rcflpectfully  to  ofler  to  lbs  acceptance  of 
this  Hnuse,  a  petition  ■igaedbr  ^815,763 
of  t!ie  induBtnous  dnsies  of  tnia  country. 
The  petition  proceeds  fRwi  thoaa  upoo 
whose  toil,  upon  whose  indnalry,  upon 
whose  affection,  and  upoo  whose  attach. 
evwy  inatitution,  evMy 
very  OoverameBt,  and 


ment,  I  may  say,  ei 
law,  nay,  even  the  v< 
the  wbue  iHvperty  ! 


country  depend. 

respectfully  conM  before  yon,  to  etate  the 
manifold  ^evaBceo  under  which  they  an 
an^ring.  They  st«te  thoBs  grievanoee  at 
some  length ;  I  need  not  now  go  thrau^ 
them,  because  1  mean  to  aak  your  CIsA  to 
read  them  at  the  Table.  I  nay  state, 
bovevw,  that  tber  attribute  the  nai^iUd 
grievanoes  and  disttetacs,  whidh  they  are 
now  enduring,  and  have  for  a  cuuideiiUa 
length  of  time  endured,  to  dasslegislatiop 
and  to  tlie  mtsrepneeatationof  tlx^  inter- 
ests In  this  House.  They  state,  that  fiu-a 
considerahle  length  of  time  tlieii  inteveals 
have  been  grossly  neglected,  and  that  no 
interests  beywd  your  own,  have  ever  been 
thon^t  of  within  your  walls^  They  are 
ready  to  prove  this  at  your  Bar.  In  the 
first  place,  thsy  ask  you  to  bsar  them. 
Ihsy  state  in  their  prayer  t— 

That  l)ie/  csnnot  within  the  Umiti  of  this 
tfaeir  petition,  let  forth  even  a  tithe  of  the 
miny  grieranees  of  which  thtj  may  jii'^y 
conplsin  i  but  ihoold  your  hononmble  House 
be  pUated  to  |t>Dl  yoor  pMitiooera  a  beaiini, 
by  reprefentative*  at  the  Bar  of  your  hooonr- 
al)l«  HouM,  yovr  petitioner*  will  be  eoablsd 
to  onfold  a  tale  of  wrgny  and  suffering— of 
intolenble  injuitice — which  will  create  utter 
BitoaiihiDflQt  in  the  mindiofall  benevolent 
and  good  men,  that  the  people  of  Orcat  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  have  so  tong  quietly  endnrsA 
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tiol  Ruthotity,  and  by  ih«  muirold  coirnp. 
tioDi  of  clau  leguiatioD." 

Hiia  petition  proceeds,  as  I  hare  stated, 
from  3,315,752  of  the  industrious  classes. 
I  hare  in  niy  hand,  a  ihort  analysis  of  the 
places  in  which  the  greater  number  of  the 
signatures  to  the  petition  were  obtained. 
The  list  of  hamlets  and  towns  from  which 
leas  than  10,000  signatures  were  procured, 
is  10  very  long,  that  i  will  not  detain  the 
House  by  reading  it.  1  will  name  those 
towns  only  from  which  more  than  10,000 
hare  beop  obtained.  They  are  these  : 
Manchester,  99,680 :  Newcastle  and  dis- 
tricts, 92,000 ;  Glasgow  and  Lanarkshire, 
78,062;  Halifax,  36,400;  Nottingham, 
40,000  i  Leeds,  41,000  i  Birmingham, 
43,000 ;  Norwich,  21,560;  Bolton,  18,500 ; 
Ldcetter,  18,000  ;  Rochdale,  19,600  ; 
Loughborough  ani)  districts,  10,000;  Sal- 
ford,  19,600  ;  East  Riding,  Yorkshire, 
agricultural  districts,  14,340  ;  Worcester, 
10,000  ;  Merthyr  Tydril  and  districW, 
13,900 ;  Aberdeen,  17,600  ;  Keithly, 
11,000  ;  Brighton,  12,700  ;  Bristol, 
12,800;  Huddersfield,  23.180;  Sheffield, 
27,200 ;  Scotland,  West  Midland  districts, 
18,000;  Danfennline,  16,000;  Chelten- 
ham, 10,400  ;  Lirerpool,  23,000;  Staley. 
bridge  and  districts,  10,000;  Stockport, 
14,000;  Macclesfield  and  suburbs,  10,000; 
North  Lancashire,  52,000  ;  Oldham, 
15,000;  Ashton,  14,200;  Bradford  and 
district,  Yortahire,  45,100 ;  Burnley, 
and  district,  14,000  :  Preston  and  district, 
24,000;  Wigan,  10,000;  London  and 
suburbs,  200,000;  from  371  other  towns, 
Tillages,&c.2,lS4,807.— Total,  8,315,752. 
I  beltera  these  to  be  erery  one  of  them 
bondjlde  signatures.  The  remedies  that 
the  petitioners  suggest  would  be  that  they 
should  hare  a  roice  in  the  election  of  te- 
presentatirea ;  that  they  should  be  repre- 
sented in  this  House.  Theycomplain  that 
at  present  they  are  totally  and  grossly 
misrepresented  ;  and  they  pray  that,  after 
baring  heard  them,  if  you  should  be  satis- 
fied with  theic  arguments,  you  do  imme- 
diately, without  alteration,  deduction,  or 
addition,  pass  into  a  law  the  document  en- 
titled "  The  People's  Charter ;"  which 
embraces  the  representation  of  male  adults, 
rote  by  ballot,  annual  Parliaments,  no  pro- 
perty qualification,  payment  of  members, 
and  equal  electoral  districts.  And  your 
petitioners,  desiring  to  promote  the  peace 
of  the  United  Kio^om,  security  of  pro- 
perty, and  proepenty  of  commerce,  seri- 


ously and  earnestly  press  this  their  petituni 
on  tne  attention  of  your  honourable  House. 
I  beg  leave  to  more  that  this  petition  be 
brought  up  and  read  by  the  Clerk  at  the 
Table. 

The  petition  was  read  by  the  Clerk,  m 
follows  :— 

"to    the    honourable   the    cohhohs    op 
crett  britiin  amd  ibeumd,  ik   far- 
)  [akbnt  assehbled. 
"  The  peiition  of  the  uoderaigoed  people 
of  the  United  Kingdom, 

"  Shewelh— That  Goremment  originated 
from,  wtu  designed  to  protect  the  freedom  and 
promote  the  happineai  of,  and  ought  to  be  n- 
spoDBJble  to,  iha  whole  people. 

"  Tbal  the  only  anthority  on  which  any  body 
of 'RiGn  can  make  laws  and  gorern  society,  i* 
delegation  from  the  people. 

"  That  as  Uoreramentwu  deiignad  for  the 
benefii  and  protection  of,  and  mail  be  obeyed 
and  anpporied  by  all,  therefore  all  should  be 
equally  reprelented. 

"  That  any  form  of  Gorerninent  which  fails 
to  effect  the  pnrposet  for  which  it  was  de- 
tigned,  and  does  not  fully  and  completely  re- 
present the  whole  people,  who  are  compelled 
to  pay  taxes  to  its  support  and  obey  the  laws 
resolred  upon  by  it,  ii  unconstitutional,  tyran- 
nical, and  ought  to  be  amended  or  resisted. 

"  That  yonr  hononrable  Houae,  as  at  pre- 
sent conitituied,  has  not  been  elected  b^,  and 
acts  irresponsibly  of,  the  people ;  and  hitherto 
ha*  only  represented  parties,  snd  benefitted 
the  few,  regardless  of  the  miseries,  grievances, 
snd  petitions  of  the  msny.  Youi  hononrable 
House  has  enacted  laws  contrary  to  the  ex- 
pressed wishes  of  the  people,  snd  by  nncai»- 
stitulional  means  enforced  obedience  to  them, 
thereby  creating  an  unbearable  despotism  on 
Ihe  one  hand,  and  degrading  slavery  on  the 

■*  That  if  your  honouisble  Honse  is  of  opin- 
ion that  the  people  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land ought  not  to  be  fully  represented,  yoar 
petitioners  pray  that  such  opioioo  may  be 
unequivocally  made  known,  that  the  people 
may  fully  understand  what  they  can  or  cannot 
expect  from  your  honourable  House ;  becansa 
if  such  be  the  decision  of  your  honourable 
House,  your  petitiouErs  are  of  opinion  that 
where  representation  is  denied,  taxatiotsougfal 
to  be  resisted. 

"  That  your  petitioners  instance,  in  proof  of 
their  assertion,  thst  your  honourable  Uonse 
has  not  been  elected  b^  the  people ;  that  the 
population  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  is  at 
the  present  lime  about  twenty-six  millions  of 
persons;  and  that  yet,  out  of  this  number, 
little  more  than  nine  hundred  thousand  have 
been  permitted  to  rote  in  the  recent  election 
of  representatives  to  make  laws  to  govern  the 
whole. 

'*  That  the  eiisting  slate  of  representation 
is  not  only  extremely  limited  and  uDJtist,  but 
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unequalljr  divided,  and  gives  preponderating 
influence  to  the  landed  and  monied  interests, 
to  tbe  otter  ruiit  of  the  imall- trading  and  la- 
bouring classes.  ' 

"  That  the  borough  □/  Guilford,  irith  a  po- 
pulation of  3,9S0  returui  to  Parliament  ai 
many  members  as  the  Toner  Hain1el9,  nith  a 
population  of  300,000  ;  Ereshani,  with  a  po- 
poialiou  of  3,99B,  elects  aa  many  representa^ 
tiTes  as  Manchester,  with  a  population  of 
300,000 ;  and  Buckingham,  BTcsham,  Tolness, 
Guildford,  Honiton,  and  Bridpoct,  with  a  total 
papnlation  of  23,000,  return  as  many  repre- 
senlBtJTei  as  Manchester,  Finsbury,  Toner 
Hamlets,  Livetpool,  Marylebone,  and  Lam- 
beth, with  a  population  of  1,400,0001  these 
being  but  a  very  few  instance]  of  Ibe  enormoui 
inequalities  existing  in  what  is  called  the  re- 
preseutation  of  (bis  country. 

"  That  bribery,  intimidation,  '  cormption, 
peijory,  and  riot,  prevaik  at  all  parlia- 
meDlarj  eleclioos,  to  an  extent  best  under- 
stood hj  the  IdembeTS  of  jour  honourable 
HoQte. 

"That  yoor  petitioners  complain  that  they 
arc  enormously  taxed  to  pay  the  interest  of 
what  is  termed  the  national  debt,  a  debt 
amounting  at  present  to  800/XX),000/.,  being 
only  a  portion  of  the  enormous  amount  ex- 
pended in  cruel  and  expensive  wan  for  the 
suppression  of  all  liberty,  by  men  nnt  autho- 
rised by  the  people,  and  wbo,  consequently, 
had  00  right  to  tax  posterity  for  the  outrages 
committed  by  them  upon  mankind.  And  your 
petitioners  loudly  complain  of  the  augmenta- 
tion of  that  debt,  after  twenty-six  years  of  al- 
most uninterrupted  peace,  and  whilst  poverty 
and  discontent  rage  over  the  land. 

"  That  taxation,  both  general  and  local.  Is 
at  this  time  too  enonnous  to  he  borne ;  and  in 
the  opinion  of  your  petitioners  is  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  wfaetein  it  is 
dearly  expressed  that  no  subject  shall  be 
compelled  to  contribute  to  aoy  tax,  talliage, 
or  aid,  unless  imposed  by  common  consent  in 
FarliamenL 

'"HiatiD  Enriand,  Ireland,  Scotland,  and 
Wales,  Ihouiands  of  people  are  dying  from 
actual  want;  and  your  petitioners,  whilst 
sensible  that  poverty  is  tne  great  exciting 
cause  of  crime,  view  with  mingled  astonish- 
ment and  alarm  the  ill  provision  made  for  the 
poor,  the  aged,  and  infirm  ;  sad  likewise  per- 
ceive, with  feelings  of  ipdignation,  the  deter- 
mination of  your  honourable  House  to  con- 
tinue the  Poor-law  Bill  in  operation,  notwith- 
standing the  many  proofs  which  have  been  af- 
forded b^  lad  experience  of  the  unconslitu- 
lional  principal  of  that  bill,  of  its  unchristian 
cbartcter,  and  of  the  cruel  and  murderous 
effects  produced  upon  the  wages  of  working 
men,  and  the  lives  of  the  subjects  of  this 


"That  your  petitioners  conceive  that  bill 
to  be  contrary  to  all  previous  statutes,  opposed 
to  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  and  an  actual 
violation  of  the  precepts  of  the  Christian  re- 
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ligion ;  and,  therefore,  your  petitioners  look 
with  apprehension  to  the  results  which  may 
flow  from  its  continuance. 

"That  your  petitioners  would  direct  the  at- 
tention of  your  honourable  House  to  tbe  great 
disparity  exisling  between  the  wages  of  the 
producing  millions,  and  the  salaries  of  those 
whose  comparative  usefulness  ought  to  he 
questioned,  where  riches  and  luxury  prevail 
amongst  the  rulers,  and  poverty  and  starvation 
amongst  the  ruled. 

"  That  your  petitioners,  with  all  due  respect 
and  loyalty,  would  compare  the  daily  income 
of  the  Sovereign  Majesly  with  that  of  thousands 
of  the  working  men  of  this  nation ;  and  whilst 
your  petitioners  have  learned  that  her  Ma- 
jesty receives  daily  for  her  ptivaieuse  Ihesum 
of  iGil.  17*.  lOd.,  they  have  also  ascertained 
that  many  thousands  of  the  families  of  the  la- 
bourers are  only  in  the  receipt  of  3ld.  per 
head  per  day. 

"That  your  petitioners  have  also  learned 
that  his  royal  Highness  Pnnce  Albert  receives 
each  day  the  sum  of  104^  £i,,  whilst  thousands 
have  to  exist  upon  3d.  per  bead  per  day. 

"That  your  petitioners  have  also  heard 
with  aslonisbmeni,  that  the  King  of  Hanover 
daily  receives  57l.  lOf.  whilst  thousands  of  the 
ta.x-payers  of  this  empire  live  upon  i\d.  per 
head  per  day. 

"That  your  petitioners  have,  with  pain  and 
regret,  also  learned  that  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  is  daily  in  the  receipt  of  5il.  lOt. 
pet  day,  whilst  thousands  of  tbe  poor  have  to 
maintain  their  families  upon  an  income  not 
exceeding  2d.  per  head  per  day. 
"  That  notwithstanding  the  wretched  and 
iparalleled  coodition  of  the  people,  your 
honourable  House  has  manifested  no  disposi- 
tion to  curtail  the  expenses  of  the  State,  to  di- 
minish taxation,  or  promote  general  pros- 
perity. 

"Tbat  unless  immediate  remedial  measures 
be  adopted,  your  petitioners  fear  the  increasing 
distress  of  the  people  will  lead  to  results  fear- 
ful to  contemplate ;  because  your  petitioners 
can  produce  evidence  of  the  gradual  decline 
of  wages,  at  the  same  time  tbat  the  constant 
increase  of  the  national  burdens  must  be  ap- 
parent to  all. 

"That  your  petitioners  know  that  it  is  the 
undoubted  constitutional  right  of  tbe  people, 
to  meet  freely,  when,  bow,  and  where  they 
choose,  in  public  places,  peaceably,  in  the 
day,  to  discuss  their  grievances,  and  political 
or  other  subjects,  or  for  the  purpose  of  framing 
discussing,  or  passing  any  vole,  petition,  or 
remonstrance,  upon  any  subject  whatsoever. 

That  your  petitioners  complain  tbat  the 
right  has  uaconslitulionally  been  infringed  j 
and  500  well  disposed  persons  have  been  ar- 
rested, excessive  bail  demanded,  tried  by 
packed  juries,  sentenced  to  imprisonment, 
ind  treated  as  felons  of  the  worst  description. 
"  That  an  unconstitutional  police  force  is 
distributed  all  over  the  country,  at  enormous 
to  prevent  tbe  due  exercise  of  the  pee- 
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pie's  righli.  And  your  p«titionen  are  of  opl- 
nioD  Ihat  tbe  Poor-Uw  Bastilu  and  tbo  police 
■talions,  being  co-exiiteni,  taie  origiiialed 
from  iha  unie  came,  tU.,  tbe  incrMied  deiire 
on  ibe  part  of  the  irraipoiuible  fen  lo  op{u«M 
and  itarre' the  many. 

"  That  a  vast  and  unconititutional  uiny  is 
upheld  at  the  publio  ezpeiue,  for  tbe  purpoae 
ompressing  public  opinion  in  the  three  kiog- 
doros,  and  likewise  to  intimidate  th«  millions 
in  the  due  exercise  of  those  rights  and  privi- 
leges which  ooghl  to  baloug  to  them. 

"Hiat  your  petitioners  Gomplaio  that  the 
honrs  of  labour,  particularly  of  the  factory 
workers,  are  protracted  beyond  the  limits  of 
kuman  endurance,  and  that  the  wages  uroed, 
after  unnatural  application  lo  toil  in  bealed 
and  unhealthy  workshops,  are  inadequate  to 
tuitaia  the  bodily  strength,  and  supply  those 
comfort!  which  are  so  imperatiTe  aRer  an 
excessiTC  waste  of  physical  energy. 

"  That  your  petitioners  also  direct  the  atteo' 
tioQ  of  your  hooonrable  Haute  IQ  the  ilar**- 
tion  wages  of  Iha  agricultural  labourer,  and 
Tiew  with  horror  and  indignstioD  the  paltry 
income  of  those  whose  toil  gives  being  to  tlie 
■laple  food  of  this  people. 

"  That  your  petitiooer*,  deeply  deplore  the 
•xistence  of  any  kind  of  nooopoly  in  this 
nation,  and  whilst  they  UDeqtuvocally  con- 
demn the  levying  of  any  tai  upon  tbe  neces- 
saries of  life,  and  upon  those  articles  prinpi- 
pally  re<)uir«d  by  the  labouring  classes,  they 
are  also  sensible  that  the  abolition  of  any  one 
monopoly  will  never  unshackle  labour  from 
its  misery  until  the  people  possess  that  power 
under  which  all  monopoly  and  opprassion 
must  cease;  and  your  petitioners  nspeclfuUy 
mention  the  ensting  monopolies  of  the  suff- 
saga,  Qf  pBpei  money,  of  nuGhine^,  of  land, 
of  the  puolic  press,  of  ^ligioui  prtvilegM,  of 


Pttilitm^ 


1980 


prtvilegM,  ol 
,it,  and  a  bail 


IS  of  travelling  and  transit,  and 
of  other  evils  too  numerous  lo  mention,  all 
arising  from  class  legislation,  bul  which  your 
honourable  House  has  always  consialently 
endeavoured  to  increase  inslMd  of  diminish. 

"  That  your  petitionert  ai«  sensible,  frost 
tbe  numerous  petitions  presented  to  your  hon- 
ttniable  House,  that  your  bonounble  House  is 
fully  acquainted  with  the  grievance*  of  tbe 
working  men ;  and  your  petitioners  pray  that 
tbe  rights  and  wrongs  of  labour  may  be  consi< 
dered,  with  a  view  to  the  protection  of  the 
one,  and  to  the  removal  of  the  other;  because 
your  peliliooers  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  the 
wtusl  species  of  legialatioa  iibicb  leaves  the 
grievances  of  sooiety  to.  he  removed  only  by 
Tiolenoe  or  rentlution,  both  of  which  may  be 
apprehended  if  complaints  are  unattended  to 
and  petitions  despised. 

V  That  your  paiiliooers  conplaio  that  up- 
wards of  nine  million*  of  pound)  per  annum 
Wa  ui^tly  abstracted  from  them  to  maintttio 
a  <^urcb  establishroaut,  firom  which  they  prin- 
cipally dissent  j  and  beg  to  call  the  ailantion  r 
of  your  honourable  Hoose  to  tbe  fact,  that  thi« 


[  G«ed,  the  co«t  of  upholding  Chrii^aaHr  ia  all 
parts  of  the  wotid  beside.  Your  ^btioafr* 
complaii)  that  it  is  unjutl>  and  not  in  awon^ 
ance  with  tbe  Christian  religion,  t9  aaliittM 
compulsory  support  of  rel^ious  oreeds,  and 
expensive  church  establishments,  with  ^Ai^ 
the  people  ^  Hit  agree. 

"  Th»t  your  petitionen  tielieve  all  qiw  bv^ 
a  right  to  worship  God  as  may  ^piMU  Im^  to 
their  oootcieoces,  and  that  oo  legislative  m- 
aclnents  should  ia^rfere  between  nan  aW 
his  Cieatot. 

"That  your  potitiaser*  iimul  th*  atlaaliw 
of  your  honourable  House  lo  tbe  eaon^ocn 
revenue  annually  »qaUowe(l  up  by  (ha  hUwfa 
and  tbe  clergy,  and  entreat  wt;  \a  ooDtmat 
their  deeds  with  tbe  con4uct  of  the  foiin4<U  vf 
tbe  Chriitian  religion,  who  deaoiwwd  wor- 
shippers of  Mammon,  and.  Ul^^  cbari^ 
meekoeta,  and  brfntbetlj!  love. 

<'  That  your  [Mtilioners  slroqgtj  coi(t|)taiv 
that  tbe  people  of  this  kiagdopi  k%  st(bjeot  l^ 
ihn  mle  9f  irresponNhle  law-palw*.  to  vhont 
they  have  given  no  aathority,  and  are  ewM» 
mously  taxed  to  uphold  a  oorropt  syatem,  to 
which  tbey  have  never  in  person  or  hj  sepnr 
senlaiioq  given  their  useot. 

"That your petitioaen  paintain  tVat  il  it 
the  inberant,  induhiiahle,  ani)  mn^titqtiwvl 
right,  foqnded  upon  the  «ncient  pxaotic*  of 
tbe  realm  of  EJngland.  and  ivppotted  biy  wdl 
approved  statutes,  ofeY^iy  i^alf  inhabitant  eT 
the  United  Kingdoin,  be  being  of  age  ^pd  of 
souod  mind,  QDiwconvict  of  orim^  aud  wt 
confined  under  any  Judicial  process  fo  mv' 
cise  tbe  elective  (rapohisa  lu  tbe  ehoica  af 
Member*  to  teive  in  tbe  ConmiH  Uenaa  of 
Parliament. 

"  Tbal  jom  pel^tuate  eta  ptova,  (twt  by 
tbe  aac^t  uuioios  awt  statmes  of  t|us  nalo^ 
Farliament  should  be  Mi  ooce  ia  each  jtafy 

"  That  yanr  petitipners  nainlv^  t^V  MNiit 
bers  elected  to  serve  ia  ^liameot  anght  t*  bf 
the  servant*  of  the  people,  and  sbouldi  M  fbM 
and  stated  inierv^l^  ratun  lo  tVeir  cwt** 

tuencies,  to  ascertain  if  theit  cooduet  ie  i^ 
pnived  oi  and  to  give  tl^e  people  poviat  to  ra- 
^t  all  vbo  have  tun  tctea  honeftly  and 
justly. 

"  That  yoar  petitiouer*  compltw  that  pMi 
session  of  properly  in  made  the  W  (tf  laea^ 
qualification  to  sit  in  parliament. 

"That  your  pititioBQTa van  giva  pioef  thef 
such  quahficalion  is  irrational,  ""ViWIWTyi, 
and  not  in  aooord«n«a  with  the  t^mnl  watt 
of  Ecgland. 

**  That  yctur  petitioners  complyo,  that  by 
influence,  pationage,  and  iniimidatiou,  ihW  41 
at  present  oo  purity  of  ele«tioBt  and  yottr  pta 
litioners  contend  for  the  tight  ^  Wios  Iw 
ballot. 

"  That  ywT  pstitioaer*  complun  that  wtH 
in  your  honourable  House  are  sought  f<vi  at  a 
most  extravagant  rate  of  expense ;  which  ptoves 
au  enormous  degree  of  &^ud  and  urruptictt. 

"  That  yotu  petiliwer^  iberebrf,  gontenv^ 
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represenlalives  should  ^e  paid  alimited  amouot 
for  Iheii  urticet. 

'"  lliat  your  petitionets  cnrnplain  of  the  in«- 
analtty  of  repteHQtation  ;  aod  contend  for  the 
diviijon  of  ths  couDliy  into  equal  aiectoral 
dittricti. 

"  That  jgur  patiiionen  coaiplaiii  of  iha 
maaj  grieTaoces  liofno  by  the  people  of  Ire- 
land, an^  contend  thai  they  are  fully  eutilled 
to  a  repeal  of  the  leKislalive  ouioD. 

"  That  your  peutiouen  have  viened  with 
great  indignation  the  partiality  thoifn  to  tha 
aristocracy  in  the  courts  of  justice,  eud  the 
cruelty  of  that  systerp  of  law  which  deprived 
Float,  Williiui)g,  and  Jones,  of  the  benefit  of 
the  pbjeciiou  offered  by  Sir  Fredericli  Pollock 
durir^  the  i(i^l  at  Monmouth,  and  which  was 
approf  ed  of  by  a  larj^e  majority  of  the  judges. 

**  That  your  petitioDeri  beg  to  assure  your 
honourable  Hoiise  that  they  cannot,  within  the 
Umit*  of  Ihia  their  petition,  sei  forth  even  a 
tithe  of  tha  many  grievances  of  which  they 
piay  justly  dwplain;  hut  ihotild  jonr  faooour- 
able  Hai4$e  he  pleased  to  grant  your  peiitioners 
f  hearing  by  representatives  at  the  Bar  9f  your 
boQoiirable  House,  your  petitioners  will  be 
enabled  to  unfold  a  tale  of  wrong  and  suffering 
—of  intolerable  injustice — which  will  create 
ntler  astoniihmeDl  in  iht  minds  of  all  benero- 
lent  and  good  men,  that  the  iieopla  of  Great 
Britain  find  Ireland  have  so  tang  quietly  en- 
dured their  wretched  condition,  brou^l^t  upon 
tfiem  ai  il  bas  been  by  tinjust  e'cclusiop.  from 
pohlical  aulbority,  and  by  the  manifold  cor- 
ruptions of  class-legislation. 

"  That  your  petilioners,  therafore,  exereii- 
iog  their  just  cDDstitution^  right,  demand  that 
jraut  hononnhle  House  do  remedy  the  many 
gross  Bod  maoifesl  evils  of  which  youi  peti- 
tioiner^  Cfunpluio,  do  imqiedialely,  without  aU 
tera(ioD,  deduction,  or  addition,  pass  into  a 
lav  the  document  entitled  'The  People's 
Chatter,'  which  embraces  the  representation  of 
male  adults.  Vole  by  ballot,  annual  Parlia- 
tnenls,  bo  property  qualification,  payment  of 
Members,  abd  equal  electoral  distncis. 

•'And  that  your  petitionBrSfdeiiring  to  pro- 
xao\9  the  pe^ce  of  the  United  Kingdom,  secu- 
lily  of  property,  and  prosperity  of  commerce) 
senoofly  and  earnestly  press  this,  their  peti- 
tion, on  ttie  attention  of  your  honourable 

"And  your  petitioners,  Sec." 
Petition  tp  bf  piioted. 

ytzsr  Ijidia  Packet  Station.]  Mr. 
Wallace,  seeing  the  hon.  Secretary  for 
\hG  Admitaltf  in  his  place,  wished  to 
inquire  whether  it  were  the  inteulioa  of 
^le  ^dptrallT  to  mal^e  ^ny  change  in  the 
Weit-Inflia  line  of  packet  st^ion.  Con- 
uderable  delay  had  taken  place  with 
resect  to  the  delivery  of  iettera  from  the 
W^t  Indies,  >iid  be  wished  to  koow 
whether  it  were  tb«  inletiUon  of  the  Ad- 


miralty to  take  this  qnestion  JDto  con- 
sideratloD,  and  whether,  if  any  change 
were  made,  Southampton  would  be  one  of 
tha  new  stations. 

-.  S.  Herbert  said,  the  delay  arose 
from  accidental  circumstances,  but  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  Admiralty  to  take  the 
question  into  consideration.  A  recom- 
-nendation  had  been  made  of  certain  lowni 

0  be  made  packet  Stations,  and  South- 

mpton  was  ooe. 

Church  Extkvsion.]  Mr.  Haioes 
wished  to  put  a  question  lo  the  hon.  Ba- 
ro.net,  the  Member  for  the  University  of 
Oxford.  He  wished  to  renew  the  question 
he  had  more  than  once  put  at  to  whether 
it  was  the  inleiition  of  the  hon.  Baronet, 
at  an  early  period,  to  bring;  under  the 
notice  of  the  House  the  subject  of  Chnrch- 
Ex tension  fCAeer*]. 

Sir  A.  H.  Inglis  said,  that  in  reply  to 
the  question  of  the  hon.  Mepber,  ana  in 
reply  to  the  cheer  with  which  that  questioii 
had  been  received,  be  would  repe4t  the 
answer  which  be  had  given  on  a  former 
occasion,  (hat  he  retained  his  intention 
with  respect  to  briuginr  the  subject  for- 
ward this  SesiioQ,  and  he  would  give 
ample  notice  tp.  the  hon.  Gentleman,  and 
the  House,  of  the  time  at  which  he  in- 
tended to  bring  it  forward. 

Incphe-Tax  Comuittsv.]  Hovse  in 
comtpittee  on  the  Income- Uz  Bill. 
Oa  clause  3  being  proposed, 
Mr.  /ftune  objected  to  placing  the  dutiei 
under  the  manBgemeot  of  the  (lommis- 
sioneis  of  stamps  and  taxes.  The  clause 
would,  in  his  opinion,  confer  upon  thein 
powers  of  the  moat  objectionable  and 
inquisitorial  character.  They  might,  ai 
they  in  fact  did  at  present,  appoint  in- 
formers and  send  spies  over  the  whole 
country.  Af^cr  what  had  taken  place,  he 
did  pot  consider  it  woith  his  while  to  pro- 
pose aipendm^Dts,  but  he  thought  the 
powers  proposed  to  he  given  to  the  com- 
missioners of  stamps  ought  (o  be  more 
strictly  defined. 

The  ChattQelloT  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  powers  of  the  commissioners 
would  be  regulated  by  the  l-and  Taz 
Commissioners  Act- 
Mr.  Hums  said,  that  that  would  lessen 
but  not  remove  the  evil  of  which  be  corn- 
Clause,  with  verbal  amendmepts,  agrevd 
■  to-        „  Dgitizedby 
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On  the  4(h  clauie  being  propoKtl, 

The  Ckancellar  of  the  Exchequer  Mid, 
thai  he  had  an  amendment  to  make  in 
this  clause,  in  order  to  give  the  commia- 
■ioners  of  stamp!  the  power  of  giving 
notice  where  the  diiirict  commiisioDen 
ifaould  meet,  and  aa  to  the  manner  in 
vhich  the  provisioDS  should  be  carried 
out. 

Mr.  /fume  thought  such  powers  would 
best  be  entrusted  to  the  Government, 
more  particularly  ai  regarded  the  manner 
of  choosing  acting  com  miu  I  on  era. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did 
not  think  the  Government  the  best  party 
10  be  entrusted  with  such  powers. 

Mr.  Hume  satd,  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  would,  as  a  Member  uf 
the  Government,  be  responsible  for  the 
appointments  he  might  make;  but  the 
commissioners  of  land-tax  might  be  con- 
■idered  aa  virtually  irresponsible  for  the 
exercise  of  their  powers.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  looked  as  narrowly 
into  this  subject  as  he  (Mr.  Hume)  hail 
done  in  1822,  he  would  tind  that  many 
crying  evils  existed  in  regard  to  these 
appointments.  It  was  infinitely  better 
that  the  power  of  making  these  appoint- 
ments  should  be  vested  in  the  head  of  the 
Board  of  Taxes  than  in  a  Board 
of  Rfij  or  sixty  men  appointed  by  the 
Members  for  the  county.  He  objected  to 
the  clause  as  it  stood,  for  it  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  a  great  deal  of  political  parti - 
aanship.  He  knew  it  was  needless  for 
him  10  bring  forward  any  amendment,  for 
Governtnent  had  determined  that  the  bill 
should  pass,  and  be  admitted  that  it  was 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  commer- 
cial interests  that  the  bill  should  pass  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible.  He  could  not 
express  in  loo  strong  terms  the  injury  sus- 
tained by  the  commerce  and  manufactures 
of  the  country  in  consequence  of  the  un- 
certainty in  which  they  now  were.  Until 
the  tariff  was  settled,  the  domestic  end 
foreign  commerce  would,  to  a  certain  de- 
gree, remain  paralysed;  and,  bad  asafiairs 
were,  this  uncertainty  made  them  a  great 
deal  worse.  He  would  not,  therefore,  pro- 
pose any  amendment  of  the  clause;  but 
he  hoped  that  Government  would  give 
every  consideration  to  the  suggestion  aa 
made  by  hon.  Members,  and  adopt  them 
whenever  they  could  conscientiously  do  so. 

Sir  R.  Pee/said,  that  he  had  heard  wiih 
the  greateal  satisfaction  the  opinion  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Monltose  in  reject 
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to  the  advantage  of  their  being  enabled,  at 
as  early  a  period  as  they  could  coosistentlf 
with  their  performance  of  their  puUic 
duty,  to  apply  ihemseWes  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  tariff.  He  thought  it  right 
that  measures  of  such  importance  ghonid 
undergo  the  serious  consideration  of  the 
House.  In  regard  to  those  motions  for 
adjournment,  he  had  never  complairted 
that  they  offered  any  unfair  obstacle  to  tbe 
progress  of  tbe  present  measure.  At  the 
same  time,  he  must  say,  that  daring  those 
discussions,  he  entertained  the  atrongest 
opinion,  formed  on  the  represenlations 
made  to  him,  that  it  waa  of  the  utmost 
importance  lo  settle  as  soon  as  they  could 
the  commercial  state  of  the  country.  That 
uncertainty  removed,  he  thought  there  waa 
every  prospect  of  increased  trade,  and  & 
greater  demand  for  labour.  Since  the  hon. 
Member  had  admitted  that  the  House  had 
marked  ila  sense  of  the  principle  of  the 
present  measure,  be  trusted  that  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  would  agree  with  him  in 
thinking  that  as  little  delay  as  possible 
should  lake  place  in  regard  to  tbe  details 
end  machinery  of  the  bill.  In  regard  to 
the  objection  urged  by  the  hon.  Member 
against  the  present  clauie,  he  thought  it 
would  be  liable  to  great  exception,  if  Go* 
vernment  had  proposed  to  supersede  (he 
local  authorities,  and  to  appoint  officers  of 
their  own.  If  the  principle  recommended 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Montrose  was  a 
good  one  for  the  present  tax,  it  would  also 
be  a  good  one  for  the  assessed  taxea.  Now 
the  Government  proposed  to  take  the 
land-tax  commisaionen  as  they  found 
them.  The  bill  contained  two  principles 
in  regard  to  the  collection  of  the  tax.  lo 
the  first  place,  the  lax  would  be  collected 
and  the  scrutiny  made  by  local  authorities, 
but  loasraach  as  it  was  said  that  many 
parties  would  object  to  the  scrntiny 
being  made  by  local  authorities,  the  bill 
gave  them  the  power  of  going  before  the 
local  authorities,  if  ihey  thought  lit  to  do 
so,  but  if  they  objected  to  this,  they  had 
the  option  of  going  before  ihe  special  conn- 
missioners  appointed  by  Government. 
There  would  therefore  be  a  local  and  a 
Government  tribunal,  and  the  party  ag- 
grieved could  go  before  either  of  them.  It 
was  more  coniisient  to  leave  the  local  tri- 
bunals in  the  hands  of  the  local  authori- 
ties, and  those  of  the  Government  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government.  If  the  hon. 
Member  for  Montrose  was  of  opinion,  that 
the    land-tax    commissioners    should  be  '- 
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abolilhed,  tliat  was  a  subject  for  geaeral 
cootideratioD,  bat  not  one  tob«  effected 
UDdeT  a  temporar;^  act.  He  very  much 
doubted  wbeihei  tbey  could  coDititutioo- 
»Uy  abolish  altogetber  those  privileges 
which  the  coantiei  had  of  assessing  them- 
■eives,  and  of  collecting  the  tax  by  mcani 
of  local  authorities.  He  would,  however, 
reserve  his  opinioD  on  that  point,  but  lie 
could  not  acquiesce  in  the  suggestion  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Montrose,  am' 
hoped  hs  had  said  enough  to  convince 
him  that  it  was  not  desirable. 

Mr.  Labouchera  quite  agreed  with  what 
had  falEeu  from  the  hon.  Member  Tor  Mon- 
trose in  regard  to  proceeding  with  as  I 
delay  as  possible,  in  the  aettlement  of  this 
question.  He  could  not  help  thinking 
however,  that  a  great  deal  of  miiapprc' 
hension  prevailed  on  thatBut>ject,  not  only 
among  Members  of  that  House,  but  also, 
and  to  a  still  greater  extent,  among  those 
out  of  doors.  The  hon.  Member  '  ' 
talked  as  if  there  had  been  delay  in  the  < 
sideration  of  the  tariff.  Now,  not  one  single 
day,  not  one  single  hour,  had  been  lost, 
for  the  tariff,  in  the  form  which  Govern- 
nent  meant  to  propose  it,  was  not  even 
yet  on  the  Table  of  the  House.  It  was 
right  he  should  remind  the  House  of  this. 
The  discussion  on  the  Income-tax  could 
not  have  delayed  the  tariff.  Having  agreed 
to  the  principle  of  the  Income-tax,  he 
had  no  wish  to  see  that  principle  broken 
in  upon,  but  it  was  rather  hard  to  put  a 
sort  of  daresia  on  the  House,  and  to 
deny  to  hon.  Members  who  differed  from 
him  in  opinion  the  liberty  of  bringing  for- 
vard  whatever  amendments  in  ihe  details 
of  the  measure  they  might  feel  it  their 
doty  to  propose,  merely  on  the  assertion 
that  it  would  produce  great  public  evil. 
Qovernment  might  be  perfectly  justified 
in  taking  all  the  lime  they  bad  to  consider 
the  tariff,  but  it  ought  to  be  recollected 
that  the  House  were  not  even  now  in  a 
condition  to  debate  the  tariff.  If  the 
right  bou.  Gentleman  really  considered 
that  the  delay  of  the  tariff  was  so  great  an 
evil  to  the  commerce  of  the  country,  that 
it  ought  to  be  avoided,  he  should  have 
Introduced  the  tariff  before  he  proceeded 
farther  with  the  Income-tax ;  but  if,  as  he 
had  slated,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
considered  that  the  Income-tax  ought  lo 
be  decided  before  the  House  proceeded 
to  discuss  the  tariff,  be  had  no  right  to 
turn  round  upon  them  (the  Opposition), 
ud  charge  them  with  the  mischief  vhich 


might  result  from  the  niiCeBsary  delay 
occasioned  by  the  coaiiderutioa  of  ttje 
former  measure.  No  doubt  Government 
were  right  in  taking  time  to  consider  the 
whole  of  the  details  of  the  tarilF  before 
they  brought  it  forward,  but,  until  they 
had  it  before  them,  the  House  could  not 
possibly  be  in  a  condition  to  discuss  it, 
nor  were  they  to  be  held  answerable  for 
any  delay  that  had  occurred  in  the  settle- 
ment of  the  (juestion.  He  would  take 
this  opportunity  of  asking  the  light  hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  whether 
he  could  give  the  House  any  idea  of  what 
would  be  the  probable  expense  of  the 
machinery  by  which  the  provisions  of  the 
Income-tax  were  proposed  to  be  carried 
out?  He  thought  it  was  highly  desirable, 
that  they  should  have  some  iarormation 
upon  this  point  before  they  proceeded  to 
the  third  reading  of  the  bill. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could 
not  give  any  such  account  as  that  required 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  nor  should 
he  be  enabled  to  do  so  until  he  had  some 
knowledge  of  the  number  of  special  com* 
missioners  it  might  be  necessary  to  appoint, 
to  give  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  ne- 
cessary information,  but  he  had  no  doubt 
he  should  be  enabled  to  do  so  before  the 
time  stated  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Sir  R.  Peel  was  sure  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  would  not,  on  consi- 
deration, charge  him  with  the  intention 
lo  impose  upon  the  House  any  such  dureue 
aa  that  lo  which  he  had  referred.  He 
should  not  even  have  alluded  to  the  delay 
that  had  taken  place  but  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Montrose  had,  under  the 
influence  of  a  sense  of  public  duty,  staled 
■he  necessity  of  discussing  the  proposed 
alterations  in  the  tariff  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible.  He  said,  at  once,  that  he 
had  heard  that  declaration  of  ihe  hon. 
Member  with  saltafaction,  and  admitted, 
that  it  was  of  the  highest  importance  to 
the  commercial  interests  of  the  country 
that  they  should  be  enabled  to  take  time 
for  the  full  coniideration  of  the  tariff; 
and  that  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible, 
consistent  with  their  due  consideration, 
the  question  should  be  settled.  He  did 
not  by  that  imply,  that  any  hon.  Member 
had  interposed  or  wished  to  interpose  any 
unnecessary  delay,  and  to  relieve  the 
mind  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  he  was  pre- 
pared to  declare  that  the  interval  that  had 
ilapsed  since  the  introduction  of  the  tariff 
had  had  this  advantage,  that  it  bad  ea- 
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kbled  thb  Governlnent  to  hold  [ntercourte 
with  and  Teceite  comiimnicittoht  fVom 
peiions  connected  with  coitimetcfe,  who 
would  be  affected  b;  the  proposed  alter- 
ations, and  the  inrormaiioh  lo  bblAined 
had  been  fonnd  most  «aldab!e  in  complvi- 
ing  the  tariff".  There  were  three  or  fo»ir 
calcutatfons  which  were  not  jetcoitdaded; 
but  he  might  sa;,  that  tUe  measure  was  to 
fitr  completed,  thai  they  .should  be  pre- 
pared tb  enter  into  the  discussion  bf  it  as 
tDOb  a>  the  report  or  the  comnlitlee  upon 
the  Income-tax  should  have  passed. 

Mr.  Hume  asked  why  the  consideralioti 
of  the  tarfff  could  not  be  commenced  to- 
morrow, without  halting  for  the  report  of 
the  present  commhtee? 

Mr.  Bleviitt  hopei),  thai  no  hnnecessarV 
delay  was  atlributed  to  him.  He  ap- 
pealed to  every  hon.  Member  of  that 
House,  whether  there  had  been  any  thing 
in  his  conduct  dishonourable  or  dngen- 
iremanly?  If  that  were  adtnitted,  he 
mast  beg  to  say,  that  when  he  proposed 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate  thi 
nighi,  he  did  so  from  the  belief,  that  the 
■at^ect  required  further  consideration,  and 
that,  in  point  of  constilntiotaal  practice, 
the  tariff^  ought  to  be  considered  belbrv 
the  Income-tax.  Having  made  that  ob' 
servition,  he  hoped  he  would  be  consi' 
dered  aa  having  made  bit  peace  frith  the 

HOUK. 

Sit  R.  Peel  said,  iRat  he  did  not  Mean 
to  make  any  complaint  relative  to  th* 
course  which  had  been  taken  in  fonntr 
dlscusstohs.  He  wai  Bu^e  that  the  hob. 
Member  had  acted  solely  lh)m  his  sense 
of  public  duty,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of 
ihterpoiing  any  other  bbstructinn. 

Mr,  B.  Wood  wished  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  whether  the  Government 
had  taken  into  thei)-  coti  si  derail  on  the 
proposition  which  he  had  made  on  ft  for- 
mer evening,  that  a  party  shotiM  be 
allowed  to  set  off"  his  losses  under  one 
schedule,  sgainM  his  gains  under  another. 
He  thought  it  would  be  better  that  the 
subject  Ihould  be  taken  up  by  the  Qo- 
rernment  than  hy  any  individual  MeinbeK 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  the  lime  for  btinging 
Up  the  clause  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
Dot  yet  arrived.  The  proper  occasion  for 
bringing  the  subject  Under  the  consider- 
stioD  of  ibe  House  would  be  after  the  bill 
had  gone  through  committee.  For  his 
own  part  he  had  only  to  say,  that  he 
adhered  to  his  promise,  and  had  given  it 
his    fullest   consideration,    and    he  was 


bound  to  say,  tSat  he  hhi  fbbttd  inefa 
objections  to  the  (IVopbaal  bf  thb  BtA. 
Gentleman.  Ibat  It  *ould  be  eiceedibglv 
difficult  for  him  (Sir  R.  Peel)  to  givfe  tU  k 
his  idilctiaU.  The  Gov<ernmcht  «reiV  it 
ot>fnion,  after  maturely  bdhsideridg  Uie 
matter,  that  the  proposal  wodld  giVe  ofl- 
pOnuititiea  for  the  commissfoh  of  the  ihoit 
extensive  frauds,  aud  it  wAk  for  the  piir- 
pose  df  gnftrdiDg  agiaiitst  that  iniioiireti- 
ience  that  thejr  had  tHlrodaced  the  bill  tfa 
its  jiiresent  shape. 

Mr.  Ward  said,  that  hb  (Hiibed  \b  kho* 
In  what  stage  of  the  ptot#Mthgs  the  dia- 
cufiSion  of  the  poiitt  might  be  ekpKcted  tb 
take  place.  It  Vrai  ant!  cirafty  entiHed 
to  the  t-onslderatiott  of  the  Hdhtts.  Thto 
qiieitibb,  in  his  opinidtii  wilu  simply  thh ; 
whether  a  man  khould  pay  a  tax  updfa 
that  income  which  he  h^-,  or  upon  tbtt 
income  which  he  had  iiot: 

Sir  Robert  Peel  s&id,  thu  he  VboAti 
give  thii  Ma.  Oentleman  a  fhft  oi^^rtu- 
nity  of  submitting  bis  pVoposat  to  the 
House  ihould  the  Gttremment  Ht^llne  tb 
adopt  it. 

Clatite,  it  atnehded,  agbted  to. 

A  gr^at  ntimher  bf  the  folloWing  eUtlSU 
#ere  Agreed  to. 

In  ttiK  3,  claase  60, 

"  For  eillmating  the  land),  tenements,  bere- 
dilanients,  or  heritages,  bereinatler  mentioued, 
which  are  not  to  be  charged  according  b  the 
precetling  rulfe," 

Mr.  Gdi  Jiroposed  to  omit  the  yiov- 
iug  wbrdt : — 

"  The  annual  value  of  all  the  propeniei 
heTeinafier  described  shall  be  understood  to 
be  the  full  amodnlforbhejeiir,  or  lie  average 
amount  for  one  year,  of  the  profit!  rebeived 
therefh>m  Within  the  lespecljve  lime  htitin 
limited," 

FUr  the  pUrpose  of  itaiertlng 

"  THw  ihe  annual  Valiie  of  priperti^  h^ttin- 
afier  described  shall  be  coMpiiled  at  the  nia 
or  9f.  fbr  Eiery  lOOl.  of  all  capital  bngagetl  ttl 
sueh  property. " 

The  Chancellor  of  ike  fiCcteywh-  op- 
posed the  amendment,  Ahich  he  thbutht 
wonld  be  much  more  injurl^iis  than  the 
original  prttposition. .  Besides,  il  Wbiitd 
be  extremely  difficult  tb  KsceHtalb  Ibe 
amount  of  capital  employed  in  mauy  de- 
scriptions of  Work. 

Mr.  Gill  withdrew  his  amendment,  ex- 
pressing his  intention  to  propose  A  claun 
on  thQ  bringing  up  of  the  l%pott. 

Rale  No.  3  agreed  to. 

Hie    rule    No.    5,    relative 
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ticoUr  deduetloni  from  schedule  A,  wu 
thed  put. 

Mr.  Mackenzie  propoied  to  alloff  i  db> 
duction  For  piyments  lo  school  ma  iters, 
for  maniet,  nnd  foi  the  repairs  of  cburchea 
in  ScdUo^ikIl 

Tfa«  CHawnfAM-  of  the  Excheijver  was 
nbt  diijioled  to  ^tecede  [o  the  deduction, 
on  the  g^and  Ibfti  the  landlord  tteceim! 
a  greater  rent  ir  he  paid  the  lumk,  fthi'cb 
were  paid  bj  t\ie  ienant  in  EngloDd. 

Mr.  £>  Bitller  thought  the  Scotchman 
bad  a  right  Ki  this  deduction. 

Adieodorent  ne^ti*ed. 

6n  Vatt  6,  this  «llowaQces  t6  be  Atde  in 
respect  of  the  dutiei  in  schedule  A, 

Mr.  W.  Turner  proposed  to  exempt  &1I 
literarj  and  scientific  institntiDns. 

The  ehoHcelior  of  the  Exchequer  did 
not  feel  dilpotnl  tb  extend  the  allowaacei 
(0  the  property  of  these  institutions. 

Mr.  G.  W.  WMd  wished  to  kBn#  why 
the  Mech&nin'  Institutions  in  large  tOMtat 
shonld  not  ltih¥6  the  taide  ekeitiptidiis  U 
the.  ecbools  ^ir  the  Itigher  classes. 

The  ChAneeUor  of  Ihe  Exchequer 
thought  tbat  these  institutions  were  not, 
ID  the  strifet  senM  bf  the  word,  ichoolst 

Mr.  Q.  W.  Wood  knew  at  teftsl  one  in- 
stitution in  which  a  large  subscription  had 
been  raised  fOr  the  purpose  of  tchools. 

Mr.  Hawei  enquired  whether  pro- 
prietary schools,  and  public  buildings  oc- 
cupied only  for  tcientific  purposes,  would 
be  exempted?  Aod  he  suggested  the 
postponement  of  this  part  of  the  clause. 
If  prOpifetary  schools  were  not  ezBmpted, 
be  law  m  rMson  why  the  uniTenitie* 
sboaM  bi  eJCemptbd,  and  would  di?idethe 
Hoqse  against  iM  clause. 

Mr.  GUI  thoitght  it  would  be  a  hard- 
ship on  subsctiption  schools  if  endowed 
schools  were  allowed  an  excluaive  ex- 
emption. 

The  ChtAoeOor  if  the  Exchequer  said, 
no  part  of  the  colleges  was  exempted 
which  was  occnpietl  by  \ht  studMts ;  lb« 
exemptioa  only  etttbraced  the  halls  and 
gardens.  Proprietary  schools  frequently 
ga*e  a  profit  to  tbe  parties. 

Mr.  LiAovthere  contended,  that  the 
Dometmts  t)Bf(diiiM  deroted  to  the  ednca- 
tion  ot  ^  httmbUr  classes  bad  an  equal 
claim  oh  Attetllfon,  There  was  a  diffienlly 
in  drawfng  a  Mot.  The  question  was  of 
such  importance  that  he  hoped  the  right 
bon.  Oentleman  would  take  it  into  consi- 
deration, or  gfre  some  sound  and  raiid 
reason  for  net  MMating  to  it.    He  agreed 


that  proprietary  schools,  which  were  a 
matter  of  speculation,  would  not  be  pro- 
perly exempted;  but  any  building  used 
fur  education  ought  to  be  exempt,  whe- 
ihei  devoted  to  the  edueatiea  of  the 
hi|;h«T  or  the  hnmbler  elasfea. 

The  Chancellor  tf  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  exetBption  was  limited  in  the 
same  degree  as  exemption  from  the  as- 
sessed taxes.  His  aj^iebensioD  was,  that 
by  giving  way  to  exemption  yen  might 
make  sneb  an  inroad  on  taxation  that  be 
thought  it  right  to  adhere  to  those  pre- 
Tiously-feOognised  exemptions.  He  would 
take  the  snt^ect  ioto coosideration. 

Mr.  O,  W.  Wood  was  pleased  to  hear 
that  promise,  and  would  not  ptess  bis 
amendment. 

Mr.  W.  S.  O'Brwn  soggested  a  post- 
ponement of  this  rule  I  for  he  was  sure 
that,  after  the  speech  of  the  right  faouL 
Baronet,  the  Member  for  Tamworth,  the 
Hght  hon.  GenlleraaQ  would  consent  to 
the  exemption.  If  any  one  would  sup- 
port him,  he  would  move  the  postpone 
mfent. 

Mr.  Eteott  thought,  that  the  almost 
gratuitous  education  of  large  numbers  of 
the  poorer  classes  in  the,  large  schools, 
and  the  fact  that  tn  the  smaller  schools  a 
profit  was  made  by  such  education  being 
iinparted,  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  in  ibe 
Consideration  of  this  question. 

Mr.  P.  Howard  thought  the  exemption 
should  only  extend  to  almshouses  and  hos- 
pitals, but  if  they  went  one  step  beyond 
that,  then  the  exemption  as  regarded 
pablic  schools  should  be  flill  and  general, 
instead  of  confining  it,  as  the  right  bon. 
Oentlemao  proposed,  to  paiticolat  in- 
stances. 

r.  Hume  begged  to  inquire  whether 
the  I.ondon  University  was  exempt  under 
this  claose  7 

The  Ckancellor  of  the  Exchequer  an- 
swered in  the  affirmative;  the  exemption, 
of  course,  only  applying,  ptovided  there 
was  no  residence  in  it. 

Mr.  Fox  Maule  would  be  glad  to  be  in- 
formed whether  schools,  of  royal  founda- 
datioD,  such  as  the  Charter- house,  and 
Cbrist's-hospital,  were  exempt? 

The  Chancelhr  of  the  Exchequer  was 
not  at  present  prepared  to  answer  the 
question-. 

Rule  No.  6  agreed  lo. 

On  clause  87,  which  enacts  the  rules  for 
assessing  end  charging  the  duties  undm 
schedule    C,   and  provides,  that    thos 
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"  duties  shall  extend  to  all  public  an- 
nutiiet  whaiever,  payable  in  Great  Bri- 
Uin,  out  of  any  public  reyeoue  in  Great 
BntaiD  or  elsewhere,  and  to  all  dividends 
and  shares  thereof,  which  shall  becDme 
payable  after  the  5th  day  of  April,  1842," 
except  certain  exceptions. 

Mr.  Hawei  begged  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  the  circumstances  that 
B  great  portion  of  ibares  and  difidends 
were  payable  ia  a  half-yearly  proportion 
in  July.  According  to  the  present  clause, 
all  such  dividends  and  shares  would  pav  a 
quarter  of  a  year's  proportion  of  tax  which 
they  were  not  justly  called  upon  to  pay,  as 
the  act  did  not  come  into  operation  till  the 
5th  of  April.  He,  therefore,  thought  that 
.  the  quota  payable  on  such  shares  and  divi- 
dends ought  to  be  calculated  ooty  for  the 
quarter  of  the  year  from  April  to  July. 

Sir  O.  Clerk  said,  the  landed  proprietor 
was  precisely  in  the  same  position  with 
respect  to  his  renla,  as  the  proprietor  of 
dividends  and  shares. 

Mr.  ffume  said,  that  in  order  to  bring 
the  matter  in  a  practical  way  before  the 
committee,  he  would  moTe,  to  add  the 
following  words : — 


pay- 
annuities, 
shall  be 


"ProTided  always,  that  when  any 

dividends,  or  sharesof  annuities,  shall  be 
able  half  yearly  or  yearly, 
dividends,  or  shares  of  an 
apportioned,  and  the  amount  shall  be  charci 
able  only  upon  so  much  of  such  annuitie 
dividends,  or  shares  of  annuities  ai  shall  have 
accrued  after  the  5lh  day  of  April, 

The  hon.  Gentleman  added,  that  he 
thought  the  same  principle  should  be  ap- 
plied to  the  rents  ofland. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  £a;cJley iter  said, 
that  if  the  hon.  Geotleman  were  to  carry 
his  amendment,  the  bill,  which  as  it  now 
Stood,  would  eipire  in  April,  1845,  must 
be  extended  to  July,  1845,  in  order  to 
meet  the  cases  of  dividends  then  due  and 
payable;  great  inconvenience  must  arise 
from  any  such  course,  and  he  must,  there- 
fore, oppose  the  amendment. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question 
that  the  words  be  inserted  : — Ayes  84 ; 
Noes  159 :— Majority  75. 

Litt  of  the  Ayes. 


A  ins  worth,  P. 
A)dam,W. 
Barclay,  D. 
Baring,  rt.  hon.  P.  T. 
Barnard,  E.G. 
Berkeley,  hon.  Capl, 
Bemal,  R. 


Bow  ring,  Dr. 
Brocklehurst,  J. 
Broth  erlon,  J. 
Browne,  R.  D. 
Browne,  hon.  W. 
Busfeild,  W- 
Carew,  hoo.  R,  S. 


Chapman,  B. 
Christie,  W.  D. 
Colebrooke,  SirT.E. 
Crawford,  W.  S. 
Dawson,  hon.  T,  V. 
Dennis  toon,  J. 
Duncan,  Visct. 
Duncan,  Q. 
Ellis,  W. 
Evans,  W. 
Fieldan,  J. 
FiUroj,  Lord 
Forster,  M. 
FoK,  C.  R. 
Gill.T. 
Gore,  hon.  R. 
Granger,  T.  C. 
Hadon,  Capt.  V. 
Hawes,  B. 
Hen  cage,  E. 
Hill,  Lord  M. 
Howard,  Lord 
Howard,  P.  H. 
Hut^  W. 

Ke[nbie,'H. 
Labouchere.rt.hn.H. 
LangstOQ,J.H. 
Layard,  Capt. 
Mack  en  lie,  T. 
Martin,  J. 
Maslennan,  J. 
Maule,  rt.  hon.  F. 
Mitcalfe,  H. 
Mitchell,  T,  A. 
Morris,  D. 
Morrison,  J, 
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Munti,  G.  P. 
Norreys,  Sir  D.  J. 
O'Brien,  W.  S. 
O'Connell,  J. 
O'Ferrall,  £.  H. 
Palmereton,  Visct. 
Pechell,  Capl. 
Plumridge,  Capt. 
Ponsonby,  hon.  J.  G. 
Power,/. 
Rice,  E.  R. 
Hundle,  J. 
Seale,  Sir  J.  H. 
Seymour,  Lord 
Smith,  B. 

Siansfield,  W.  R.  C. 
Siaunton,  Sir  G.  T. 
Tancred.  H.W. 
Thomeloy,  T. 
Turner,  E. 
ViIlier»,hon.C. 
Vivian,  hon.  Major 
Wakley,  T. 
Wall,  C.  B. 
Wallace,  R. 
Wawu.J.T. 
Williams,  W. 
Wilshire,  W. 
Winninaion,  Sir  T. 
Wood,  B. 
Wood,  G.  W. 
Worsley,  Lord 
Yorke,  H.  R. 

TELLEaS. 

Hume,  J. 
Humphrey,  Mr.  Aid. 


Litt  of  the  Haa. 
A'Conrt,  Capi. 
Ackers,  J. 
A  da  re,  VtscL 
Adderley,  C.  B. 
Allii,J.  P. 
Antrobus,  E. 
Arbuthnot,  hon.  H. 
Arkwrighi,  0. 
Bailey,  J. 
Bailey,  J.  iuo. 
Baillie,  CoL 
Baldwin,  B. 
Bankes,  G. 
Baring,  hon.  W.  B. 
Bell,  M. 
Beresford,  Capt. 
Blackbume,J.  J. 
Bodkin,  W.  B. 
Boldero,  H.  G. 
Borlhwick,  P. 
Bolfield,  B. 
Bramslon,  T.  W. 
Broad  ley,  H. 
Bruce,  Lord  E. 
Buckley,  B. 
Buller,SirJ.Y. 
Bunbnry,  T. 
Borrall,  Sir  C.  M. 


Chapman,  A. 
Chelsea,  Viscl. 
Chetwode,Sir  J. 
Christopher,  R.  A. 
Chute,  W.  L.  W. 
Clerk,  Sir  G 
Cockburn,  rl  hn.  Sir  G. 
Collett,  W.  R. 
CoUile,  C.  R. 
Conry,  rLhon.  H- 
Conrteuay,  Lord 
Crjpps,  W. 
Darby,  G. 

Dawnay,hon.W.  U. 
Denison,  E.  B. 
Dickinson,  P.  H. 
D'Israeli,  B. 
Douglas,  Sir  H. 
Douglas,  Sir  C.  B. 
Douglas,  J.  D.  S. 
Dowdeswell,  W. 
Dnimraond,  H.  H. 
Duncombe,  hoa.  A. 
Du  Pro,  C.  G. 
East,  J.  B. 
Egerton,  W.  T. 
EgertoD,  Sir  P. 
EUotjlKwd         „.    ,.       .. 
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Eitcoun,T.G.B. 

Fellowei,  £. 

F«ildeD,  W. 

Filmer,  Sir  E, 

FleiniDg,  J.  W. 

Ffblliotl,J. 

Forbes,  W. 

Fon«3ter,bu.G.C.W. 

Fuller,  A.  E. 

Ga«ke1l,J.Milnes 

OlBditon«,rt.hn.W.E. 

Godtoti,  A. 

GonlaD,  hon.  Capt. 

Goriag,  C. 

GoultHim,  rt.  ho.  H. 

Graham,  tL  bn.  SirJ. 

Greenall,  P. 

GHuiton,  ViKl. 

Grogan,  E. 

Halford,  H. 

Uamihon,  C.  J.  B. 

Hamilton,  W.  J. 

Haomer,  Sir  J. 

Hardy,  J. 

HavM,  Sir  E. 

HaDle;,J.W. 

Hepburn,  Sir  T.B. 

Herbert,  hon.  S. 

HodgMQ,  R. 

Hope,  bon.  C. 

Hornby,  J. 

Inglii,SiTR.H. 

J*eluoii,J.D. 

JofaniD^W.  O. 

Jonet,  Capt. 

Knalchbnll,rt.h.Sir  E.     Stewart,  J. 

Knight,  U.G.  Stuul,  U. 
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Morgan,  O. 
MorgaD,  C. 
Muody,  E.  M. 
NichoII,rt.hoD.  J. 
Packe,C.  W. 
Fatten,  J.  W. 
Peel,  J. 
Pemberlon,  T. 
Plomplre,  J.  P. 
Polhill,  F. 
Pollock,  Sir  F. 
Praed.W.  T. 
Pringle,  A. 
Puiey.P. 
Reade.  W.  M. 
Reid,Sur  J.R. 
Repton,  G.W.J. 
RichardB,  R. 
RolleatoD,  Col. 
Rose,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 
Round,  C.  T. 
Rouod,  J. 
Rotu,  bon.  Gapt. 
Ruihbrooke,  Col. 
Hyder.hon.O.  D. 
SaiidoQ,  Vitcl. 
Scott,  hon.  F. 
Shaw,  n.  hon.  F. 
Sheppaid,T. 
Shirley,  Evelya  J. 
Shirley,  £.  P. 
Siblhoip,  Col. 
Smith,  A, 
Smollett,  A. 
Soroerset,  Lord  O. 
Stanley,  E. 


Kn^t,  P.  W. 
Knigbdey,  Sir  C. 
Iaw,  hoD.  C.  E. 

Legh,  G.  C. 
Leicester,  Earl  of 
Lockhart,  W. 
Mackenue,  W.  F. 
M'GeMby,  F.  A. 
Uaraham,  Visct. 
Mwter.T.W.C. 
Ueynell,  Capt. 
Mile*,  W. 
HordauDt,  Sir  J. 


Sutton,  hon.H.  M. 
Teaoent,  J.  E. 
Theeiger,  F. 
Tollemache.hon.F.J. 
Trench,  Sir  F.  W. 
TroUer,  J. 
Vesey,  hon.  T. 
Vivian,  J.  E. 
Waddiagton,  H.  S. 
Welby,  G.  B. 
Wilbraham,  hn.  R.  B. 
Young,  J. 

Freemautle,  Sir  T. 
Baring,  H. 


Od  tbe  39th  line  of  the  Kcond  rule  of 
the  clause,  exempting  (he  (rnateet  for 
repairs  of  chapels  of  the  Esuhliahed 
Chorch,— 

Mr.  F.  Maule  moved,  for  tbe  porpose 
of  exempliog  Ditsenters,  to  add  the 
words  "  and  other  plRces  of  public  wor- 
■hip." 

the  Ckancellor  ef  the  Exchequer  op- 
poied  the  amendmeDt. 

Mr.  Ifume  aalced  the  light  ban.  Baronet 
vhetbei  this  wai  dealing  out  equal  justice 
to  bJI  pattiei  ?    Wen  Rquud  CaUioIici 


and  Preibjterians  to  be  subject  to  this, 
and  not  members  of  tbe  Established 
Church  7 

Ameodment  withdrawn,  on  the  under- 
standing that  its  principle  was  to  be 
taken  into  consideration  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Rule  agreed  to. 

After  rule  3,  in  achedale  C,  had  been 
disposed  of, 

Mr.  Baring  moved  as  an  addition  to 
the  exemptions  under  the  rules— 

"  Tlie  anouitiei,  diridends,  and  ihares  toftd 
Jide  belonging  to  any  person  not  being  a  sub- 
ject or  her  Majesty,  and  not  being  resident  in 
Great  Britain,  or  elsewhere  within  the  do- 
minions of  her  Majesty,  during  such  time  as 
the  same  ihal I  continue  the  property  of  such 
person,  and  inch  person  shall  not  be  resident 
va  Great  Britain,  or  elsewhere  within  the 
dominions  of  her  Majesty,  as  aforesaid  ;  pro- 
vided ihat  such  annuities,  dindends,  or  shares, 
shall  have  been  bonifdc  the  property  of  snch 
persons  on  the  22Dd  day  of  April,  1343,  and 
shall  be  duly  claimed  and  ascertained  in  the 
manner  hereinafter  mentioned." 

This  species  of  property,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said,  was  always  exempted  in 
every  Income-tax.  Mr.  Pitt  exempted  it 
on  the  ground  that  such  a  tax  would  be  a 
breach  of  public  faith,  aod  likewise  be- 
cause he  did  not  think  it  right,  or  that  he 
had  the  power,  to  tax  foreigners  residing 
abroad,  as  it  would  not  be  taxing  income 
but  the  fundi,  and  the  exemption  con- 
tinued through  tbe  whole  of  Mr.  Pitt's 
Administration.  Mr.  Addinglou  made 
similar  exemptions  upon  similar  grounds; 
and  in  1806,  when  a  farther  addition  was 
about  to  be  made  to  the  Income-tax,  a 
motion  made  by  Sir  P.  Francis,  fortaxiog 
tbe  property  of  foreigners  in  the  British 
funds,  was  resisted  by  Mr.  Pox.  That 
statesman  considered  such  a  proposition 
a  shameful  confiscation,  involving  a  fla- 
grant breach  of  faitb,  lo  that,  let  the 
revenue  resulting  from  it  be  what  it  might, 
be  shoald  think  it  his  duty  to  reject  it. 
Lord  H.  Petty  concurred  entirely  in  that 
opinion.  It  also  appeared  that  Mr,  Rose, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  under  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  Mr.  Huskisaon  agreed  in  the 
propriety  of  exeinpting  these  fundboldera 
from  taxation.  They  had  the  authority 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Addington,  Mr.  Pox, 
Lord  Grenville,  Lord  Bexley,  Lord  Lana- 
downe,  Lord  Liverpool,  and  Mr,  Perceval 
in  favour  of  the  principle  of  tbe  motion 
he  now  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
the  committee.  The  foreign  holders  had 
adTMiccd  their  mowj  under  va  Implieil 
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cbntrtet  rMultiog  fVom  aii  linlFortn  prac' 
tice  (luH)i|-  t«%nty  ^eAri  of  war,  afad  the 
declarattoDa  of  Tsrious  MiniBte^s  of  the 
Cirowb.  The  right  hon.  ttaro'det  opposite 
li'ad  Argued  that  Mole  change  of  circum- 
stabcei  hid  tAen  place,  which  how  idade 
K  difference  in  the  case.  But  ib  his 
opiaion,  the  case  was  even  now  atVonger 
fa  I^Tbui  df  thg  pfopoSitioit  he  was  mnkitog. 
ir  it  was  thought  prudent  to  e&empt  the 
fordigb  rdndhOlder  duiing  tW^nt^  y«art  of 
war,  wheu  it  w&s  reasonable  to  silppote 
he  Mbid  W  thti  j)atk;  ^ait  brouVed,  why 
IHttuld  they  H'6W,  iki  i  tidle  of  jteace,  whEU 
nibadLy  relatidni  eitist'edi  BsA  contrary  ti 
th<;se  expectationp,  which .  their  previous 
ntiifbrm  course  tff  proceeding  had  oata- 
ni\j  txMted  T  The  Chancellor  of  the 
EitcUiiitWr  had  lirgiued,  hi  reftrfetice  w 
th«  tbHninabh  hnhdities,  that  it  was  60 
^'ftch  of  Tailh  to  tai  thefat,  because  ori 
nil  (Mcanoni  they  bad  been  taked  in  the 
same  way  as  the  permanent  fu^ds.  He 
would  turn  this  argnment  against  tbc 
right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  present 
bccaaioii,  and  would  coiilend  Ibat  they 
had  no  Tight  \q  tax  the  foreign  fund* 
bolder,  because  their  preTious  practice 
waa  calculated  \o  make  him  believe  that 
lie  would  be  eiemtil.  How  h&d  the  right 
hon.  tjentlemah  opposite  acted  in  the 
^se  of  E'xcheq'ner-bills  ?  That  was  an 
ictiiai  ftargain  nnder  ah  act  oF  t^arliii- 
ment,  and  on  the  face  of  an  Exchequer- 
Dill  itself  loot,  wiis  lent  on  condition  that 
at  In'e  epd  of  tne  year  that  sum  should  be 
^etiiVhed  or  a  hew  bill  given.  Now,  iii 
1829,  tiie  rieht  ho'ii.  GentlemAb  bad  bcca- 
lion  to  fund  Esi:hequer-billi.  They  were 
then  it  30i.  pre'nliiini,  and  thS  rVghl  hon. 
Gentleman  gave  that  premium  to  th^ 
patty  holding  the  bills.  He  was  asked 
upon  wliftt  grotind  he  did  so,  and  his 
answer  Was  that  he  had  given  the  prelnidm 
bd  accoiint  of  good  fa'ub,  and  dpon  thti 
Undeiitanding  on  Whicd  the  bill  wai 
given.  He  would  ask  i^6  right  hon. 
Gedjlentan,  whether  \ti  how  considered 
the  forergh  holder  in  the  tabid  manner  As 
he  Ihen  considered  the  honte holder?  ta 
the  former  case,  the  |)arti£s  bad  had  nd 
previous  notice  that  thiy  Woufd  b^  ihere- 
ift^r  liable  to  the  imposition  of  a  property- 
tix;  On  lh6  contrary,  eVery  notice,  every 
Argtimeht,  and  every  Expectation  there 
could  be  Wat  this: — that  foreign  holderi 
frould  not  be  dealt  with  differently  from 
the  rhan'ner  in  which  they  had  been  dealt 
with  by  every  Mtnlitfer  of  the  CtbWa 
WJliMto,  tuidbf  mtij  tct  of  Fadiailient 


brought  in  by  ibiy  Hinisler.  TUt  H|ltl 
hon.  Gentleman  said,-  that  the  fbretgn 
holder  had  no  right  to  complain,  beckUfS 
the  funds  had  rixn  since  tbe  preMM 
Governatent  cane  into  officfe ;  b«t  tUtt 
was  no  a^uihent  in  favour  of  thit  Fbl- 
position  of  the  tax,  but  was  nthitt  ft 
reason  wily,  the  Ibrriigb  fiold'ef  should 
complain  pF  the  party  who  held  the  Go* 
vernment  betnre.  It  wts  votahir  aoswet 
to  say  thatt  by  exetbpting  foreign  bolden 
the  Governihent  ttould  be  liiWe  to  b* 
cheated  ;  but^  attt^  all,  they  were  likHy 
to  be  cheated  oF  only  a  eoAtptr«tivel^ 
small  sum.  H«  ftrgil^  thtt  qUiettSoa. 
however,  as  one  of  public  failh  and  of 
bai^in;  and  he  would  venture  to  ask 
the  committee  whether,  even  iF  thtre  WMS 
a  doubt  upbn  this  i|uesti4B,  if  he  h«d  n»t 
satisfkctBtil;^  pHVcd  to  thto  HoMe  tlt«t 
the  itnpli«d  barg&iix  nas,  that  these  (MtUt* 
shoiiFd  be  relieved  f^om  the  Income-tik— 
it  was  not  better,  considering  the  assemUj 
that  Were  dealing  with  them,  and  the  great 
interesU  of  the  country,  to  let  the  «cat* 
fall  bn  th«  aide  of  {Jtiblic  faith  rAttm  tliKA 
to  Uke  Vhht  Ikitj  might  evto  Mslitftt 
themselves  ih  Jbitice  entitled  to  tkktt,  kuil 
to  give  up  this  imftll  sum  of  tthtiVr  ttikk 
to  dvubt  and  hesitate  on  the  cMef  ^e 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  conclushm  niA, 
that  he  should  urge  no  argutnent  fiMmdelt 
upon  the  obligatfons  which  they  wen 
under  to  lat'p  inviolate  the  t>nblie  Mtti. 
He  would  trot  Itisult  the  House  by  d««)l~ 
ioKon  such  a  topic. 

The  Chanc^or  of  the  Exchequer  wai 
sure  the  House  would  agree  witb  him 
when  h%  said  that  tipon  the  |wMent  acf«h 
sion  there  was  no  n'ecessity  for  ttis  UiklBg 
any  lengthened  reply,  as  Be  had  fchMldf 
gone  through  the  ezhaasting  JSVoceta  tff 
defending  the  details  of  the  mMittM 
through  all  the  clauses.  The  nght  hon. 
Gentleman  who  jnat  sat  down  had  con- 
cluded his  Sfweeh  by  an  observation,  frsM 
which  it  would  seem  that  be  took  for 
granted  It  was  utterly  nhUecestar^  for  him 
to  support  his  tnotioA  by  ttiiy  argOtnent,  ai 
thi'n  could  bt  bo  doubt  nhateV^^r  thut  to 
eject  his  amendment  would  bi  H  breittift 
if  faith.  Now,  it  w&s  to  be  ifegretted 
that  the  nght  hon.  Genttetttih  khoutd 
have  avoided  thtt  topic,  for  it  appeared  t6 
him  an  exceedingly  difficult  thing  to  ptWK 
that  th6  bill  involved  aUt  bi«aich  of  Faidi 
whatever.  There  was  no  oistlilctbn  dtaWA 

the  loan  acts  betWeen  the  cam  of  fo- 
reigners and  of  native-bom  aubjecb.  m 
nileffa8mttdeto«iiplykqimll!rtOBU,lnd>    - 
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IF  h^  vbderatooij  anythiDg  of  goOd  faitd    sOehieil  to  pay  the  pi 
u  ilpplied  to  these  treniactions,  heshi 


*aj  (hat  the  quutioa  or  good  faith  was  to 
)>«  decided  b;  reference  to  the  original 
loan  BCta,«nd  most  annredl^  erer;  one  of 
iheih  Applied  equally  to  all  men,  whether 
BHttsft  lubieeta  or  aliens.  Irt  1798  Mr. 
iStt  itk^ed  the  qtieatio'n  upoh  groanda 
t'ot£illy  difTereDt  from  those  now  takea  up 
bj  the  light  hon.  Gemleman.  He  neTCr 
took  flDf.aiatinctioD  between  foreigners 
and  Britiih  subjects  In  reference  to  funded 
propertjt  Bs  fsr  as  good  faith  was  con- 
cerned, nor  did  he  eVer  appear  to  imBgine 
it  fKtnible  thit  inj  one  would  think  of 
Utetnpting  to  tstablish  a  difi^rence  66- 
t#een  thein  On  that  groiiiid.  He  eiempted 
Aireigta'ere  IVom  paftnent  of  tncokne-tax  on 
grounds  whibh  had  reference  to  the  pecu- 
li^ir  state  Af  public  credit  at  the  lime, 
lie  right  hdn.  Oenlhmaii  had  antlea- 
Vourcd  to  induce  th^  Hoase  to  attach 
iMme  ittiportance  to  the  expectations  tn- 
tertalned  hi  foreigners  on  this  subject. 
Me  AttAchbd  bo  weight  to  theKe  eipecta- 
^loht.  The  right  hon.  Geiitleman  diH  not 
ptVf^S  lt>  satisfy  them.  Hit  proposal  of 
eietaiptioD  *rvs  limited  \o  f6reigners  who 
nbtt  bad  funded  property,  ibi  who  wett 
Ksrdent  In  fottign  posseSsibnS.  Now,  tit 
Wontd  ^t  the  case  Of  x  foreignbr  lining  id 
the  Islebf  Bourbon, for  lexatnple,  be  wOuld 
not  be  subject  to  the  tax.  The  moment  hi 
transfttTed  himself  to  a  British  colon;  he 
hstidti;  found  ftimself  under  the  tax.  It 
fl|)peaVcil  tb  bib  that  no  principle  could 
be  more  calcnhted  thftn  that  itas  to  dis- 
tburagC  persons  of  property  frotn  settling 
[M  Ottr  coloniea,  nor  any  practice  more  im- 
politic  or  nnjust.  He  begged  the  House 
to  ^urn  iti  attention  to  the  form  of  ibe 
right  hbn;  GentlArdan's  amendment.  It 
was  proposed  by  this  amendment  that  the 
rule  should  appV  ^  ^"  *^°  ^^^  property 
to  the  funds  on  Hie  S^nd  of  April  in  thi! 
^icnt  year.  If  a  taian  then  were  to  die 
on  the  S3rd,  h{^  heir  wobld  hate  ho  claim 
Id  the  exemption.  'Oh  the  injtistice  of 
thit  he  thought  it  unnecessary  to  trouble 
the  Houte  with  any  observatioils.  The 
llicomfr-lax  Bill  of  1806,  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  distihctty  stated,  that  erery  per- 
son t^sidin^  within  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  Whether  foreiginer  or  native  born, 
ihontd  pay  a  portion  of  his  annual  receipts 
towards  tti6  necessities  of  the  Stale,  and 
the  present  hill  did  nothing  mote  than 
affirm  the  same  principle.  With  respect 
to  the  case  cited  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
tut)  of  tin  OoTcmmeDtfaaTiDg  ntniitahl; 
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cent,  upon  the  Exchequer-hilts  paid  6^ 
in  183d,  all  he  would  say  was,  that,  with- 
out entertaining  any  patticular  recollec- 
tion of  the  tacts  of  that  transacUon,  he 
would  AHirm,  upon  a  general  knowledge 
of  the  circumstances,  that  the  GdVerh- 
ibent  acted  in  the  manner  deseribeil  \a 
consequetlce  of  the  preiniom  upon  Exdie- 
quer-bills  having  been  taken  adranlage 
of,  and  te'aliled  by  the  Treaiury  in  their 
issue,  and  consequeiitly  the  Government 
felt  bound  16  repay  that  additional  ambnnt 
on  their  stipulated  contract  brice  wheii 
the  sahiti  issue  of  bills  was  called  in,  and 
this  was,  he  apprehended,  the  reason 
given  at  the  time  l^r  that  proceeding.  Oh 
the  whole,  therefore^  hot  deeming  the 
attiendmentof  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
sufficiently  supported,  or  adequately  borne 
out  by  his  arguments,  tie  could  adopt  no 
oth^T  course  iban  that  which  he  had  al- 
fea'dy  intintated  it  to  be  his  intention  to 
do— namely,  to  oppose  It  by  a  siibple 
befatlrt. 

Mr.  Labouckere  said,  he  had  entertain- 
ed a  very  stirong  opinion  upon  this  quesr 
tion  #hen  his  right  hon.  Friend  resumed 
his  se&t,  but  after  the  arguments  Of  the 
Finance  Minister  of  the  Crown,  be  must 
say  that  the  opinion  he  held  befo^  was 
still  stronger.  The  right  hon.  Gentlet&an 
had  said,  that  he  did  not  find  in  Mr. 
Pitt's  speeches  any  statement  thi^t  i^ 
ttas  not  lawful  \o  tax  foreigilers.  Why  t 
It  was  not  necessary  for  Mr,  Pilt  to 
mike  feuch  a  statement,  for  every  act 
that  was  brought  forward  expressly  ex- 
cluded foreigitera.  But  had  the  right 
hon.  OeDtleman  met  the  argument  of 
his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Portsbiou'tb  t  When  Sir  Philip  Frahcis,  in 
1806,  proposed  to  Include  foreigners  wilhia 
thescopeofthelncOine-tax.Mr.  Foxsaidit 
trodld  not  Only  be  bad  pulicyibiit  a  breach 
of  good  faith  so  scandalous  lii  its  itature 
that  hothing  should  Induce  him  to  be  a 

earty  tb  it.  And  what  course  did  Mr. 
luskisson.  Lord  Castlfereagh,  and  Mr: 
Canniog  pursue?  Did  they  diAer  frOm 
Mr.  Fox  f  If  they  did,  it  was  ektraoidi- 
nary  that  they  should  not  have  said  so. 
Let  any  man  read  the  debates  of  1806, 
and  he  could  hot  fail  to  cOme  to  the  con- 
clusion that,  in  the  opinion  of  Lord  Gren- 
ville's  Administration,  consistently  with 
good  faith,  it  was  not  possible  to  apply  the 
principle  of  the  Income-tax  to  those  fo- 
reigncn  ^ho  held  property  itk  the  English 
foods.    Tbh  was  tlie  fint  time  that  as; 
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doubt  had  been  throwD  upon  ibe  accnracy 
of  that  coaclusioQ  by  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown :  and  he  thought  it  uDfotiunate  for 
the  country  that  we  should  appear  leis 
BcrapalouB  with  regard  to  our  public  credit 
than  heretofore,  He  would  not  charge 
the  proposers  of  this  measure  with  lasity 
of  principle ;  but  be  could  not  help  think* 
ing  that  they  had  adopted  the  clause 
witbout  due  consideration,  and  he  there- 
fore hoped  that  if  they  saw  any  reason  tc 
doubt  Uie  propriety  of  persisting  iu  their 
present  course,  they  would,  as  the  defend- 
ers of  the  honour  of  this  country,  frankly 
arow  it,  and  rescue  the  country  from  a 
position  which  he  conceived  to  be  one  of 
very  considerable  danger.  The  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Eichequer  appeared  to  have 
inistakeD  the  facts  of  the  case ;  be  said 
that  no  objection  was  made  to  taziog  fo- 
leigners  residing  in  this  country.  Under 
the  acts  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Lansdowne 
they  were  taxed.  But  then  Mr.  Fox 
drew  this  distinction,  that  foreigners  re- 
siding in  this  country,  enjoying  the  pro- 
tection of  its  Government  and  its  taws, 
were  bound  to  pay  their  share  of  the  ex- 
pease  of  keeping  up  that  protection.  To 
lax  foreigners  who  were  not  resident  here, 
but  who  derived  their  incomes  from  our 
funds,  would  be  to  tax  the  funds ;  but  to 
tax  foreigners  reudent  in  this  country  was 
fair,  because  they  had  an  identity  of  in- 
terest.  He  could  not  help  catling  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee  to  a  petition 
which  had  been  presented  by  one  of  the 
Members  for  the  city  of  London,  which 
was  signed  by  some  of  the  most  eminent 
mercBDiile  lirras,  whose  names  were  known 
all  over  the  world  as  the  representatives  of 
British  enterprise  and  honour.  He  would 
read  a  few  of  the  ligoatures — "  Smith, 
Payne,  and  Smith;  Robaris  and  Co.; 
Stone  and  Co. ;  Glyn,  Hallifax,  and  Co. ; 
Overend,  Gurney,  and  Co. ;  Reid,  Irving, 
and  Co.;"  two  Members  of  that  House, 
who  were  present,  he  hoped,  to  support 
tfae  prayer  of  the  petition,  in  which  it  was 
stated  that  this  proposal  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  was  contrary  to  public 
faith.  Then  there  were  Messrs.  Barclay 
and  Co.,  and  he  might  go  on  to  mention 
twenty  or  thirty  other  names  of  the  prin- 
cipal houses  in  the  city.  Let  the  House 
then  pause  before  they  consented  to  adopt 
a  proposition  of  which  those  petitioners 
Spoke  in  Ibe  following  emphatic  terms ; — 
"Your  petitioners  have  learned  with  grsat 
ngrei  tbit  it  is  proposed  in  a  bill  now  under 
the  conndeiatioa  cf  yotu  bon.  Home  to  au> 
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dividends  and  annuities  from  the  public 
of  this  country,  and  your  petitioners  re: 
fully  lubmit  to  your  hon.  Home  that  such  a 
deduction  is  contrary  to  the  public  eogige- 
ments  entered  into  by  this  countiy,  and  op. 
posed  to  its  uniform  custom  and  practice  j 
and  that  if  adopted  it  will  be  a  tai  upon  Ibe 
debtof  tbecounlry,  and  not  a  tax  upon  income* 
fairly  liable,  and  therefore  it  will  be  a  violation 
of  public  faitit,  inasmuch  as  a  less  dividend 
will  be  paid  thao  was  contracted  to  t>e  paid." 

He  had  argued  the  question  hitherto 
simply  as  one  of  public  faith.  Speakiogm 
that  House  upon  suob  a  subject,  he  was 
almost  ashamed  to  have  recourse  to  areo- 
ments  of  a  lower  description  ;  yet  he  felt 
bound  to  ask  her  Majesty's  Ministers, 
whether  it  were  really  for  the  interest  of 
this  country — this  country,  which,  with 
reference  to  other  countries,  was  to  be 
regarded  as  a  great  creditor  country — to 
hold  out  these  novel  maxims  upon  tfae 
subject  of  public  faith,  There  were  states 
and  countries— and  he  feared  that  receat 
experience  had  shown  that  the  tone  of 
public  feeling  throughout  the  world  upon 
these  subjects  was  not  altogether  what  it 
ought  to  be — there  were  states  and  coun- 
tries, in  the  funds  of  which  our  fellow 
subjects  had  a  deep  interest,  and  in  which 
it  might  be  that  the  citizens  of  those 
countries  had  themselves  a  similar  interest, 
but  in  which  the  chief  part  of  the  national 
debt  consisted  almost  entirely  of  funds 
belonging  to  foreigners,  and  principally, 
he  feared,  to  Englishmen.  Were  her 
Majesty's  Ministers  quite  sure  that  the 
Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer  of  those 
countries  might  not  consider  it  a  very  con- 
venient source  of  revenue  to  levy  a  consi- 
derable impost  upon  those  funds?  Heought 
to  hesitate  before  he  set  an  example  which 
was  likely  to  be  followed  in  such  a  roan- 
One  word  more,  and  he  would  have 
:.  All  he  asked  them  was  to  coiuider 
how  the  clause  would  practically  work. 
They  proposed  to  tax  the  funds  of  fo- 
reigners, De  would  suppose,  to  the  extent 
of  1 0  per  cent. ;  they  would  tax  the  funds 
as  funds,  and  as  the  foreigner  might  be  a 
resident  in  his  native  or  some  other  foreign 
state,  which  state  would,of  course,  tax  his 
property  in  the  funds,  not  because  they 
were  funds,  but  because  they  were  income. 
He  would  thus  be  taxed  10  per  cent,  on 
his  funds  in  England  as  funds,  and  10  per 
cent,  because  they  were  income.  He  had 
stated  this  as  an  instance  of  the  hardship 
which  might  be  expected,  in  order  Utit 
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the  subject  might  be  well  coniidered.  He 
r^retted  that  Government  had  adopt- 
ed B  coune  which  nas  entirely  Dovel  in 
the  legislation  of  thii  country,  difierent 
from  an;  which  their  predecesion  had 
adopted,  and  nbich  he  feared  would  lead 
to  coDiequencet  the  roost  serious  to  tliis 
country.  Under  these  circumstances  he 
earnestly  entreated  the  rig;ht  hon.  Baronet 
St  the  head  of  the  Government,  on  whose 
character  jind  reputation  great  reliance 
was  placed,  and  who  had  b  deeper  interest 
in  this  snhject  than  any  olher  man  in  the 
House  or  in  the  country — he  entreated 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  consider  whe- 
ther it  would  really  be  consulting  his  own 
character, the  honour  ofthe  House,  or  the 
interests  oF  the  country,  in  persisting  in 
the  course  which  be  had  adopted. 

Sir  S.  Peel  said,  that  he  was  qaite 
ready  to  take  the  advice  of  the  hon. 
Hember,  and  consider  maturely  whether 
it  would  not  be  belier  for  bis  own  cha- 
racter, as  well  as  for  the  character  of  the 
House  and  country,  to  exempt  forejgneri 
DOt  subjects  of  Great  Britain  from  the  tax 
which  was  now  proposed.  He  was  quite 
ready  to  consider  that  question.  Let  the 
Honse  consider  what  the  amount  was 
which  they  expected  to  gain  from  this 
source.  It  was  calculated  that  the  sum 
would  be  between  10,000/.  and  20,000/. 
Really,  that  sum  was  so  trifling,  that  if 
they  should  be  induced  to  commit  an  oct 
of  the  slightest  injuslice  towards  any  body 
of  men,  it  would  hardly  hsre  been  worth 
while  to  do  so  for  so  small  an  amount. 
The  principal  arguments  which  had  been 
advanced  by  the  two  hon.  Members  who 
had  addressed  the  House  in  favour  of  the 
motion  had  been  based  on  the  former 
practice  of  Parliament,  and  the  dicta  of 
Hr.  Pox.  Now,  what  were  the  dicta  of 
Mr.  Fox?  He,  Mr.  Fox,  ssid,  it  would 
be  iaconsistent  with  the  principles  upon 
which  Parliamentary  representation  sub- 
■tsted  to  give  to  the  Crown  the  property 
of  foreigners,  in  addition  to  that  derived 
from  those  whom  we  represent ;  and  how 
could  her  Majesty  thank  her  good  and 
loyal  subjects  for  their  benevolence,  when 
the  grant  would  not  be  wholly  from  them- 
selves, but  partly  from  foreigners  ?  Mr. 
Fox  said,  that  we  could  not  tax  foreigners 
who  were  not  subjects  of  Great  Britain. 
What  did  the  bill  say  on  tbia  subject? 
He  would  refer  to  scbednte  D.     It  says— 

"  Upon  the  annual  profits  or  gaini,  ariiiog 
01  accniing  lo  mj  person  residing  in  Great 


Britain,  for  soy  kind  of  property  « 
whether  lilualed  in  Great  Britain  or  elsewhere, 
upon  an;  profession,  trade,  employroeot,  or 
Tocalion,  whether  the  same  shall  be  respect- 
ively carried  on  in  Great  Britain  or  elsewhere, 
there  shall  be  charged  yearly  for  every  SOi.  of 
the  amount  of  such  proliti  or  gains,  the  sum 
of  TJ." 

He  thought  it  would  appear  clear,  from 
what  he  had  just  read  to  the  House,  that 
they  had  acted  upon  the  constitutional 
doctrines  of  Mr.  Fox,  Foreigners  were 
not  exempt  from  this  tax  imposed  on  all 
mortgaged  property.  If  they  had  pro- 
perty invested  in  railroad  speculations, 
the  profits  were  deducted  from  the  ex- 
penses i  but  if  they  held  property  in  the 
British  funds,  then  it  was  said  they  ought 
to  be  exempted  from  the  payment  of  any 
deduction,  and  to  tax  their  property  under 
these  circumstances  was  declared  lo  be  a 
great  and  flagrant  act  of  injustice.  This 
was  to  be  (he  only  exception,  it  was  only 
to  be  viewed  as  unjust  when  applied  to 
money  invested  by  foreigners  in  the  Eng- 
lish funds.  On  what  account,  he  would 
ask,  was  it  so  unjust?  Did  the  pubhc 
records  or  acta  of  Parliament  make  any 
distinction  between  British  subjects  and 
foreigners  ?  There  was  no  clause  in  any 
act  of  Parliament  to  exempt  foreigners 
from  an;  of  the  responsibilities  or  privi- 
leges which  result  from  loans  granted  to 
the  State.  The  British  TuDda  were  as  open 
to  the  foreigner  as  to  the  subjects  of  this 
country;  ibey  were,  in  fact,  open  to  tfaa 
whole  world,  and  every  individual,  without 
an;  distinction  of  country,  may  derive  all 
the  protection  wl^ch  the  British  fundi 
offered.  It  was  feV  known,  that  the 
Engliih  funds  had '.lately  been  advancing, 
and  although  he  h^  no  doubt,  that  seve- 
ral circumstances  hjsd  contributed  to  that 
event,  still  it  was  a  fact,  that  since  the 
Income-lax  had  been  proposed  for  the 
adoption  cf  Parliament,  the  fnnds  had 
risen  4  per  cent  Now,  what  was  ibe  l«ct 
with  reference  to-  the  English  funda? 
The  foreigner  had  the  advantage  of  reliev. 
ing  himself  if  he  thought  proper  by  remov- 
ing his  money  from  the  British  funds  under 
certainly  very  favourable  circumstances. 
He  had  the  option  of  doing  lo  at  tbia 
time,  if  he  wished  to  escape  the  Income- 
tax.  The  foreigner  saw  a  disposition  on 
the  part  of  Government  lo  increase  the 
value  of  funded  property,  not  by  having 
recourse  to  fresh  loans,  but  by  making  « 
great  sacri^ce  to  meet  the  financial  em- 
barrassments of  the  State,    It  did  appear 
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Qujiitt.  ta  bin,  tfiKt  the  fpTeignn  shDuld 
4,wm  the  sole  adranteEe  which  resulted 
from  Ihia  national  lacrifice,  aod  ahould  not 
contribute  hia  ahare  lowarda  the  evigeBoiei 
qf  the  country.  He  thought  the  naturalcoo- 
aequeocea  of  not  incurring  any  additional 
public  debt  vroutd  be  considerably  to  en- 
hance ih;:  public  cradit.  The  right  hon. 
GentletQ^n,  i^^  late  Ch^icellor  pF  the 
Excheqfl^r  (Mr.  F.  Baring)  would  eaempt 
all  foreigner  npt  beii»g  ra»id?n(  in  any 
part  (if  C|er  Maieaty'a  dorainiom  froqi  this 
tax-  Ha  would  like  to  know  whether 
foreigner^  resident  in  anj  of  our  colonial 
po.Bseasioni,  in  the  Cape  of  Good  fiope  or 
in  Cauadtf,  were  tp  he"e^e"apte4  ?  What 
constituted  residence,  according  to  the 
opinion  of  the  right  hon.  Member,  the  late 
PhfinfieUor  of  the  Eicbequer.  He  aaid,— 
'*  Tha  annuitieii  dividends,  and  ahares  boai 
_fidf  V^lon^ii^  to  any  parson  nU  being  a  subject 
of  he'  Bdajeit;,  and  not  being  lesideol  iu  Great 
Britain  or  elsewbere  vithiu  the  dominions  of 
het  Majeitjr,  during  such  time  as  the  same 
shall  continue  the  property  of  such  penon, 
and  such  penon  shall  not  be  resident  in  Great 
Biitaii)  or  elseidieTe  mihhi  the  dominions  of 
her  M^iasty,  a*  abreaaid  i  provided  that  wch 
annpitiaa,  dividends,  or  shares,  sWl  have  been 
ipnd  fiU  the  property  of  such  penons  on  the 
32nd  of  April,  1S42,  and  shall  he  duly  claimed 
and  ascertainedinlbe  manner  hereinafter  men- 
Mr,  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox  exempted  fa- 
le'yroera  front  the  tax  during  the  war  upon 
political  anil  prudential  reasons,  arid  to- 
^lij  without  relation  to  any  abstract  con- 
aideraliona  of  justice.  He  was  t^uite  aware 
that  fh^  aum  to  be  derived  from  the  taia- 
lipn  pf  itock  held  bj  foreignera  would  be 
very  inconsiderable,  bi^t  be  alsofe't  that 
there  waa  no  valid  claiin  fo^  exeiQption. 
A  full  conpideration  of  justice  to  all  had 
led  him  to  impose  a  tas  upon  ^11.  Tlie 
foreigner  had  purchased  iiito  our  funds 
because  of  the  security  whie.h  it  oflered 
him— that  property  was  now  more  valu- 
able ip  consequence  of  the  sac[ifii:es  which 
the  people  of  England  was  about  to  make, 
8;nd  it  would  be  very  unfair  that  he  should 
go  wholly  free  from,  taxation  while  the 
Englishman  bore  it  patieptly. 

Mr.  Hume  could  not  vote  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  nn  his  side  of  the  House, 
because  he  had  assigned  a  re^n  why  the 
foreigner  should  escape  while  the  English- 
man was  taxed.  The  law  which  created 
the  debt  made  the  same  bargain  with  all. 
The  condition  was,  that  every  man  who 
took  a  pgrtkin  ef  the  lofiD  ahoold  be  ex- 


empted frotn  aU  expenses  of  traoaffx  ot 
other  tax  at  the  Banl(  pf  ^ndand,  an4 
from  all  charge^  at  all  timet.  The  reason 
wl^y  be  ftbiectpd  to  the  motion  of  tbe  T<gh( 
hon.  Gentleman  waS)  ttecausa  he  did  lurt 
malte  it  general.  There,  was  no  dirtinc- 
tion  rofide  )a  the  contract.  The  British 
public  'i\^i  forfeited  their  faith  with  tttf 
public  creditor,  c^ld,  thqt  being  l^e  case, 
he  could  see  no  reaapn  why  the  fo>reipi«T 
ehauld  be  exempted  while  (he  Englishing 
was  made  to  pay.  The  only  (]*uestiAii  ii^ 
hi*  opinion  wa%  whether  the  present  exu 
genc]  waf  of  sufGciepl  magnitude  tp  jusr 
lify  a  violi^tioQ  of  the  p\iblic  failh ;  in  bii^ 
opinio^  it  certainly  was  not*  Adptittii^ 
that  to  be  the  casie,  hdwever,  he  saw  no 
reaion  for  mnlcing  a  distinction  hi:tw«ea 
the  foreigner  and  the  Engliship^n. 

Mr.  Maslerman  (ait^,  that  ^Ithoagh  the 
petition  alluded  (o  by  tharieht  hpji.  Gen-, 
tlemsn  opposite  was  signed  undaubtedlj 
by  a  great  number  pf  the  mercantile  com^ 
tnnnity  of  the  City  pf  London,  still  to  fan 
knowledge  therp  were  a  luge  numbat 
^Isp  who  hqd  not  figned.  For  ^ia  oy^ 
p^rt,  ^e  would  asse!^,,  that  if  he;  thfiq^i 
the  praposition  of  the  ^'ght  hon.  Patqnef 
qatculated  to  defiaud  thafo^igner  ^imbr 
jecting  him  (p  the  sf  me  (a^  as  ^he  Brililjt 
subject,  be  yould  i^at  giv^  it  bis  ani^i^ 
H^  boweTer,  did  ^o,x  view  the  laattei  ta 
thif  light,  an^  he.  asked  qny  hon.  (jfa^tl^ 
pi,9^  io  that  Houae  whether  the  fnreig^ai 
did  not  h°1<l  tt^at  p^pe^ty  f[ith(heldf» 
that  it  was  held  on  thp  sapiA  ^fcuritj  M 
that  of  the  British  tuhieptl 

Mr.  Haf^t  said,  (hat  B  pii^Uel  ha4 
biien  imtitnted  h^tw^en  the  fpir^gaer 
holding  share^i  and  thf  fpreigoei  who^ld 
property  in  the  English,  fiipda ;  bu(  t>tW 
was  4  wide  distinction  b«tween  tw  iw 
cfiea.  The  railway  fhar^boider  initieat»(l 
hia  property  in  a  speculation,  and  was  n 
the  situation  Oif  a  proptietor.  Tbe  holdtf 
of  funded  property,  on  the  contran,  stoicid 
in  the  position  of  a  cieditpr,  and  there  Wf|i 
coQwquantly  ft  n^f^terial  diffe^^^  between 
the  two;  but  he  wpwW  renjiind  the  rigblhon. 
Baronetj  that  in  former  bills  this  property 
was  always  respected.  I^e  hail  lent  money 
tQ  the  British  Government  vigajx  the  faith  of 
Bfiiish  acts  of  Parliameitt^  be|  could  nnt 
now  be  taxed  by  such  a  h'll  aa  this  with- 
otit  afiecling  the  honpiut  and  the  credit  ff 
the  country. 

Mr.  Saruig  replied.  He  said  Ihatbe  was 
ofopinion  with  Mr.Fox  that  it  wasabreach 
of  public  hith  to  tax  tbe  foie^  fiwd- 
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holder.  The  fighl,  hon,  Ceotlenaa  had 
B>ked  him,  with  t^fSTd  to  (videnoe ;  why 
ha  would  prore  it  iq  the  saqie  way  as  it 
had  hwB  pTowd  whso  Bigued  under 
fflimer  acK  of  Parliament,  «od  it  wpuld 
be  juit  at  eaiy  to  piove  evideiite  in  thi« 
imt^sce  aa  it  wai  in  tha  eaie  of  the  Ihih 
Ituidlorda  reiideiit  iit  thia  oooniry. 

The  committee  divided  on  the  (juestioo 
Ibat  tha  woidt  ppopoaed  by  Mr.  Baring 
U  addad-Ayea  40:  Noes  303;  Ma- 
jotity  163. 
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{lepton,  G.  W.  J. 
Rose,  rt.  bon.  Sir  O. 
Round,  J. 
Rosbkroeke,  Ool. 
B>der,  hon.  Q.  O. 
SandoAi  VUcL 
Scott,  boff.  F. 
Shaw,  right  boo.  F. 
Sheppaid.T. 
Shirley,  E.  H. 
Shiilej,  E.  P. 
SiblkoTp,  Col. 
SnoUelt,  A- 
Spoian«t,  Loid  D. 
Stanley,  Lord 
Slantoo,  W.  t|. 
Stewart,  J. 
Stuart,  H. 
Sturt,  H.  C 
Sutton,  bon.  H.  M. 
Talbot,  C.  R.  M. 
Tennent,  J.  E. 
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Tollemache,  bn.  F.  t, 
Trancb,SirF.W. 
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o.SirT.E. 
WodehoDse,  E. 
Wood,  Col.  T. 
Worsley,  Lord 
Worllej,  ban.  J.  S. 
Young,  J. 


Turner,  B. 

Tumor,  C. 

Vflmer,  Col. 

Ve»ey,  hon.  T. 

VmaD,J.  E. 

WtddiogtoD,  H.  S. 

Wakley,  T. 

WalUce,  R. 

WawD,  J.  T, 

Welby,  G.  E.  Binng,  H. 

Wilbraham,  hn.  R.  B.    Fremantle,  Sir  T. 

House  resumed.  The  CoiDmittee  to 
■it  again. 

Alterationi  in  the  Tariff.]  Mr. 
Labouchere  laid,  his  noble  Friend  (Lord 
John  RuikII),  who  had  been  compelled 
to  quit  the  House  in  consequence  of 
domestic  affliction,  had  requeued  him  to 
propose  a  motion  of  which  the  noble  Lqrd 
had  giTen  notice.  He  begiged,  therefore, 
to  mOTfi  for  a  itstement  of  the  differences 
in  the  resolutions  of  Cusioms  duties  in- 
tended to  be  proposed  by  Sir  R.  Feel,  laid 
on  the  Table  of  the  House  on  the  llth 
day  of  March  last,  and  the  resolutions  on 
the  same  subject  laid  on  the  Table  on  the 
11th  day  of  April  last.  It  was,  be  be- 
lie'ed,  the  intention  of  his  noble  Friend 
to  have  defended  himself  from  ioipntations 
which  had  been  attempted  to  be  cast  on 
the  noble  Lord  and  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
that  side  of  the  Hoase,  of  having  by  their 
conduct  impeded  in  some  de^ee  the  pro- 
gress of  the  measures  of  GoTernment  with 
respect  to  the  tariff.  He  thought  it  would 
be  convenient  if,  during  the  discussions  on 
the  tariff,  the  House  could  have  before 
them  at  one  view  the  two  proposals  made 
by  Government.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  agree  to  the  motion,  which  be  was 
perfectly  ready  to  put  in  any  other  form 
to  meet  the  wisbes  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet. 

The  Speaker  said,  there  was  an  infor- 
mality in  (he  notice  of  tha  noble  Lord, 
Certain  papers  moved  for  by  a  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Baring)  were  referred  to 
in  the  motion  as  having  been  "  laid  on  the ' 
Table  of  the  House."  Those  documents 
bad   not  yet  come  before  that  House; 


they  had  merely  been  brought  btfoie  « 
committee  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Labovchere  ssid,  in  consequence 
of  this  infarmality  he  would  withdraw  the 
motion.  He  hoped,  however,  that  Ibe 
right  ban.  Barooel  would  furnish  the  in- 
formation he  asked  for  to  the  Hodm 
without  any  motion  being  made  on  the 
subject. 

Sir  R,  Peal  said,  the  alterations  whirh 
had  been  made  in  the  proposed  tariff  hsd 
been  entirely  made  in  consequence  ofi 
sense  of  justice,  where  it  appeared  tbst 
there  were  good  grounds  for  making  them, 
end  he  did  not  at  ell  oppose  the  proposed 
alterations  being  laid  before  the  Hoase, 
The  last  edition  of  the  tariff  had  been  pre- 
pared in  two  columns,  the  tariff  of  isit 
year  showing  the  amount  of  duly  imposed, 
and  what  that  duty  had  produced  in  one, 
and  the  proposed  tariff  in  another.  If  he 
understood  the  motion  of  the  noble  Ii>rd, 
it  was  to  have  the  tariff  as  at  first  pro- 
posed, and  the  tariff  wiih  the  alteration 
ihat  had  been  aince  made,  lard  on  the 
Table  together.    The  best  paper  he  could 

Eroduce  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  noble 
ord  wonid  be  to  produce  the  first  copy  of 
the  tariff  and  the  last  copy  of  it,  printed 
in  two  columns,  and  these  papers,  with 
the  existing  tariff,  he  thought  would  supply 
every  information.  But  whatever  infor- 
mation was  desired  he  was  quite  ready  to 
afford. 

Mr.  Labouchere  could  have  very  little 
donbt  but  that  this  would  meet  his  noble 
Friend's  wishes.  He  thoughtit  advisable 
to  know  what  the  alterations  in  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Government  were. 
Motion  withdrawn. 

Leoilitt  or  Wakhavts.!  On  the 
motion  of  the  Solicitor- general  a  select 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  ioio 
the  practice  of  this  House  with  regard  lo 
the  summoning  of  witnesses  to  attend 
election  committees,  and  to  report  whether 
any  and  what  alteration  in  the  law  upon 
this  subject  is  required. 

House  adjourned. 
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tended  to  give  in  farour  of  the  motioa 
before  tbe  Hoiue.  He  felt  itTOngly  that 
the  object  of  the  piewnt  motioa  wu  pne 
of  inqniry,  but  it  wai  one  of  principle— 
Til.,  whether  or  not  tboae  who  hid  the 
muiageioent  of  the  noioDi,  ■bonld  have 
an  infloential  nice  in  (be  arrangement! 
coDoecied  wilh  them,  or  whether  that 
enlhority  should  be  delegated  to  others. 
He  had  seen  much  of  tbe  operation  of  the 
existing  law ;  and  be  bad  seen  instances 
where  the  greatest  inconvenience,  vexa- 
tion, and  grievance  were  inflicted,  and  he 
had  himaelf,  on  one  occasion,  been  most 
unanccesaful  in  endeavonriog  to  obtain 
relief  in  a  case  which  he  had  forwarded  to 
the  New  Poor-law  CommisHonerB.  Ihongfa 
he  was  not  prepared  alttwetber  to  condemn 
the  ezistiog  law,  he  had  pledged  himself 
not  to  relax  in  bis  efforu  to  obtain  sncb 
mitigations  of  the  severer  clauses,  and  such 
modi6cations  of  tbe  power  of  the  commis- 
uoners  as  might  render  its  operation  more 
acceptable  to  tbe  feelings  of  the  community 
at  large,  and  be  was  resolved,  u  long  as 
he  bad  a  seat  in  that  House,  that  he  never 
would  refose  a  vole  similar  to  that  which 
he  was  about  to  give.  The  conntrv,  he 
was  sare,  woald  not  miiunderstand  his 
vote,  for  the  question  was  well  compre- 
hended. Although  the  speech  he  had 
just  heard  from  tbe  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  given  him  considerable  pain,  yet  he 
was  willing  to  tmst  in  the  intentions  of 
her  Majesty's  Hiniiters  on  this  subject, 
and  he  hoped  the  country  would  not  be 
disappointed.  He  must,  however,  vote  in 
favour  of  the  motion  before  the  House. 

Hr.  Hardy  said,  hon.  Qentlenen  op- 
posed to  the  New  Poor-law  had  been 
appealed  to  by  the  hon.  Oeotleroan  op- 
posite, and  he  was  [Koud  to  say,  that  he 
■till  retained  the  same  aversion  to  this 
measure  which  he  had  always  hitherto 
avowed.  He  admitted,  that  in  some  of 
tbe  rural  distiicts  in  the  Sonlb  of  England 
the  old  taw  was  not  well  administered, 
yet  he  was  always  of  opinion  that  those 
evils  might  be  remedlM,  wilboat  a  toul 
subversion  of  the  then  existing  law.  In  a 
conversation  which  ha  bad  had  at  the 
period  when  the  new  law  was  introduced, 
ae  bad  told  this  to  Lord  Althors ;  and  he 
observed  to  his  Lordship,  that  in  the  con- 
templated neasnre  the  relief  of  the  rate- 
payers was  too  exclusively  attended  to : 
but  no  measure  of  the  House,  he  said, 
would  satisfy  the  country  which  did  not 
mike  humane  provisions  for  tbe  relief  of 
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tbe  indigent  nwr.  In  the  Sooth  of  Eng- 
land, as  he  nad  acknowledged,  evils  ex> 
isted  in  the  administration  of  the  old  law, 
but  in  the  north  no  complaints  were  made. 
In  those  parts  the  persons  who  sought 
relief  had  it  administered  to  them  in  their 
own  townships ;  the  distance  between  them 
and  tbe  dispensors  of  charily  was  small ; 
and  what  was  given  was  given  in  a  satis- 
factory way,  and  no  one  complained  of 
the  regulations  observed.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Finsbury  had  said,  that  many 
Members  of  that  House  owed  their  aeeu 
to  tbe  oppoMtioD  thn  had  professed  to 
the  New  Poor-law.    He  did  not  deny  this 


— nay,  he  felt  he  should  be  unworthy  • 
seat  there  did  he  hesitate  to  acknowledge 
such  to  be  the  fact  He  had  not  used 
opposition  to  the  new  Poor-law  as  a  means 
of  gaining  popular  support,  but  he  had 
ever  consistently  held  opinions  adverse  to 
the  measure,  and  be  bad  received  his  re- 
ward by  a  return  to  that  House,  for  which 
he  was  grateful,  and  he  felt  convinced  it 
was  an  honour  he  never  should  have  re- 
ceived, had  it  not  been  for  fais  opposition 
to  this  measure.  It  would,  be  uiougbt, 
have  given  great  satisfaction  to  the  minds 
of  many  in  that  House  if  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  given  some  intimation  of  the 
course  be  intended  to  pursue  with  respect 
to  this  measure;  He  entertained  a  strong 
impression  that  in  1834,  the  bill  was  laid 
on  the  Table  of  that  House  before  Easter, 
in  order  to  obtain  tbe  opinion  of  the  ma- 
gistracy and  otbers  likely  to  feel  interested 
in  the  measure  during  that  intervaL  In 
tbe  present  instance,  be  thought  it  would 
have  bean  well  had  this  plan  been  adopted, 
as  by  such  a  course  die  country  woold  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  expressing  eidier 
their  satisfaction  or  dissatisncUon  with  thn 
plan  which  the  Government  were  about 
to  introduce.  The  question  as  to  how  out- 
door relief  was  to  be  sdminiitered  was  most 
important,  and  any  poor-law  which  failed 
in  this  respect  would  never  give  satisfac- 
tioD.  In  order  that  tbe  mode  of  adminis- 
tering out-door  relief  should  he  generally 
approved,  it  was  neeessarv  that  tbe  poor 
should  be  placed  under  local  anthnity. 
They  must  receive  relief  from  those  to 
whom  they  were  known,  A  poor  lame 
creature,  must  not  be  obliged  to  hobble  to 
a  distance  to  receive  relief  which  he  ought 
to  have  nigh  at  hand.  The  right  bon. 
Baronet  (Sir  J.  Qraham)  bad  spoken  of 
many  of  the  Gilbert  unions  baniw  beat 
dissolved,  but  be  thought  that  if  torther 
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ioqitiries  were  instituted,  he  would  find 
that  the  unions  thusdiBsolved  had  laboured 
under  pecolier  diiod vantages :  that  they 
were  separated  at  wide  distances  from 
one  another;  and  on  these  accounts  had 
bent  found  inefficient  He  had  presented 
two  petitions  against  this  bill — one  tiom 
Keigbley,  in  Yorkihire,  and  the  other  from 
Bradford,  signed  by  twenty-flve  out  of 
twenty-eight  of  the  guardians,  in  w4>ich 
the  petrtioners  expressed  themseWes  sensi- 
Ue  of  the  evils  of  the  present  measure, 
tnd  itnngly  n^ed  on  the  Legrslatnre  the 
neceuity  of  a  change.  He  wished  the 
Tight  hon.  Baronet  had  thought  proper  to 
disclose  the  alteratioDs  he  proposed,  and 
he  felt  sure  that  very  extensive  alterations 
would  give  satisfaction  to  many  in  the 
oonntry,  who  had  never  regretted  the  way 
in  which  the  rates  were  formerly  applied. 

Hr.  S.  Worthy  said,  he  mnst  express 
fail  almost  eutire  concnnence  in  the  opi- 
nions of  the  hon.  Member  for  Derbyshire 
(Mr.  Oolville),  who  had  recently  spoken. 
Still  he  oould  not  join  in  those  severe 
oensnres  which  had  been  cast  upon  the 
Government,  for  having  declined  to  state 
the  details  of  their  intended  measure. 
He  very  much  doubted  indeed  the  policy 
of  having  many  measures  on  the  Table  at 
the  same  time.  Those,  however,  who  felt 
itrongly  against  the  Poor.Uw  had  surely 
ft  fair  right  to  ask,  that  they  should  state 
their  case  before  legislation  was  determined 
on.  The  pretamption  was,  Arom  the  ab- 
•enee  of  any  declaration  to  the  contrary, 
that  the  Government  meant  to  propose 
the  extension  of  the  law.  Now,  all  that 
was  asked,  was  the  opportunity  of  bringing 
forward  evidence  of  importance  to  a  due 
understanding  of  the  case.  What  was  the 
ei^ument  against  it?  Merely  that  the 
local  acts  or  Gilbert  unions  were  defective 
in  their  working.  He  thought  the  local 
communities  decidedly  the  beit  judges  of 
this.  He  WBt  itrongly  against  a  coercive 
extension  of  the  law,  lo  oppoiition  to  the 
wishes  and  feelings  of  parishes;  and,  as 
be  believed  (he  carrying  of  this  motion 
ooald  not  at  all  prejodice  the  Ooremment, 
be  should  vote  in  its  fhvonr. 

Sir  R.  peel  declared  his  convicdon  that 
it  would  soon  be  necessary  for  the  House 
distinctly  to  decide  whether  they  were 
indimd  to  mMntain  thc  prisdpUf  of  the 
Pon-law  or  to  abandon  them.  And  the 
socmci  this  question  was  decided  the  better 
would  it  he  for  the  public  interests;  for 
there  oonld  be  nothtag  k>  prqodidal  ii  to 


leave  authorities  exerdslDg  en  onpopulat 
power  paralysed  by  the  prevalence  of  an 
impression  diroughout  Uie  country  that 
Parliament  were  about  to  abandon  the 
measure.  And  he  must  say  he  was  veiy 
modi  Burprisad  to  find  that  of  those  who 
had  composed  the  late  GovenuncBt,  who 
had  brought  forward  this  law,  and  rtited 
part  of  their  fame  on  their  support  (tf  it  w 
a  measure  essential  to  the  w^are  of  the 
country — thai  they  should  none  of  them, 
with  one  solitary  exception  (Mr.  Tufoell), 
he  present  on  the  discussion  of  a  bcm 
material  moticHi  aficcting  the  integrity  of 
the  law  itself.  For  himself,  it  was  un. 
necessary  to  say  that  he  was  taking  the 
course  which  on  this  question  he  had 
always  pursued.  He  had  never  sought 
popularity  by  opponng  the  Poor-law.  He 
had  ^ven  his  assent  to  the  measure  on 
general  prind^;  he  was  pofectlytne- 
paied  to  listen  to  modifications  which 
m^t  diounish  its  severities,  or  remove 
just  causes  of  complaint  aguost  its  op^ 
ration ;  but  he  had  always  felt,  lotJdng  to 
the  way  in  which  the  old  law  had  been 
administered,  that  not  merely  for  the  pro- 
motion of  economy,  but  for  the  ^neral 
interests  of  the  poor  themselves,  it  was 
desirable  that  a  mateiial  alteration  should 
be  established.  Of  this  he  was  perfectly 
satisfied,  that  the  measure  could  not  be 
well  administered  with  a  general  im- 
pression pervading  the  country  of  a  dispo- 
sition in  the  L^slature  to  disturb  or  to 
destroy  the  law.  If  the  law  were  to  be 
abandoned,  let  it  be  given  up  in  a  direct 
manner.  To  talk  of  a  motion  for  inquiry 
as  inconvenient  to  the  Government,  why 
it  was  directly  the  reverse.  He  diould 
certainly  have  thought  that  there  was 
ample  information  before  the  House  on 
the  sul^ect  of  the  Poor-law,  without  in* 
Btituting  a  fresh  parliamentary  inquiry 
about  the  twelve  Gilbert  onions,  whid 
were  scattered  all  over  the  countrr,  ob- 
structing the  admimstratioii  oC  the  kw. 
Surely  the  House  could  decide  upon  the 
subject  with  the  infennation  it  at  preswit 


iobbct  of 
local  acts  (neoesaarilyaficting  also  Gilbert 
acts)  afor  Easier.    Was  not  the  Houae  in 

a  eonditian  to  dedde  wbetiier  it  were 
fitttng  that  twelve  Poor-law  Jnrisdictioui 
shouM  exist  in  the  country,  at  variance 
with  the  general  system '  For  what  could 
the  inquiry  he  instituted  ?  To  allow  the 
guardians  of  unions  to  relieve  thenielves 
&om  charges  ?    That  was  pofectly  inde> 
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